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Table  of  the  Prices  of  MEAT,  SUGAR,  SALT,  and 

COALS,  in  LONDON,  from  January  1811 

to  June  1«11,  inclmive. 


Jan. 


Beef. 
Mutton 

Pork 


Salt  ... 


Coals, 


s.  d. 
6  4 

6  8 

7  4 


45  9i 


20  0 


60  0 


Feb.     Ms» 


s.  d. 

6  0 

6  0 

7  0 


20  0 


s.  d. 
6  4 

6  4 

7  0 


42   1143  7 
•20  0 


56  0    55  0 


April 


s.  d. 

6  0 

5  8 

6  8 


42  10 


20     0 


57     0 


May 


s.  d. 

6  4 

6  0 

6  8 


36  10 


20     0 


55     0 


June 


y.  d. 
6  0 
6  4 
6  4, 


36  4 


a      — 
2  ofg 


Cwt. 


20  0    Bushel 


54  0  jChald. 


Price  of  the  QUARTERN  LOAF,  according  to 
the  Assize  of  Bread  in  LONDON,  for  the 
Six  Months  ending  with  J^nie,  1811,  taking 
the  average  of  the  four  Assizes  in  each 
Month.— N.B.  The  Weight  of  tile  Loaf, 
according  to  Law,  is  41b.  5oz.  8dr. 


:  \  ■  s.    d, 

January ..<,,  13 

February ••••  1     2^    ' 

March ....» 1     H    ' 

April .....:...  1    -2 

May ,.—...  1     1* 

June    1     If 

J.    (f. 
Averace  Price  during  the  Six  Months  1  2iJ 


Prices  of  the  ENGLISH  FUNDS,  or  STOCKS, 
as  shown  from  tne  rni,T==  ».»«.  si-o"  of  tho 
Three  per  Cent.  Consolidated  Annuities,  for 
the  six  Months,  ending  with  June,  1811. — 
N.  B.  The  Prices  here  given  are  the  average 
Prices  for  each  Month. 


January 66^ 

February «.. ..•••*•••  ^^i 

March  .....;.....,....,••."•••  65 

April  6*i 

May 64§ 

June 64 


Number  of  BANKRtJPTClliS  as  announced  in 
tho  Loudon  Gazette,  between  the  20lh  of 
Dec.  1810,  and  30th  of  June  1811. 


From  20  Dec.  to  20  Jan J07 

20  JaB.-to  20  Feb 226 

SO  Feb.  to  20  March 189 

20  March  to  20  April ;. 167 

20  April  to  20  May Ill 

20  May  to  30  June ^264 

Total .1,224 


Average  Prices  of  CORN,  throtTgh  all  England  and  Wales,  and  of  HAY,  STRAW,  and  FARNHAM 
HOPS,  in  London,  from  January  to  June,  1811,  both  Months  inclusive. 


Com  per  Quarter  ef  8  Winchester  Bushels. 

Hay  per 
Load. 

Straw  per 

Hops  pep  r 

Wheat. 

Rye: 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Beans. 

Cwt^   * 

3.      d. 

90  11 

s.    d. 

46     9  " 

i.    d. 
38  10 

s.d. 
2'6     3 

i.    d. 
45    3 

£.  s.    d. 
8  17    4 

£.  s.     d. 
3     9   10 

£.  s.    d. 
10  13    4 

."> 
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CABINET  MINISTERS. 


f^i^^.T^"''     -     - -         Lord  President  of  the  Council. 

LordEldon-     -     - Lord  High  Chancellor. 

Earl  of  Westmorland Lord  Privy  Seal 

EarlBathurst   -    -     - President  of  the  Boaid  of  Trade. 

r  FiWt  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Prime  Minister) 

Right  Hon.  Spencer  t*erceFal     -     -     -     .     J     Chancellor  and  Under -Treasurer  of  the  Ex- 

i     chequer,  also  Chancellor  of  the  Duch^^ 
'      Lancaster.  ^ 

R.ght  Hon.  Charles  Philip  Yorke   -    -     -         First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 
Lo.^MuIo;tave.     ........         Master- General  of  the  Ordnance. 

M?      wiff^        ^     ' S-'-etaryofState  for  the  Home  Department. 

Maq»,.Wellesley Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

Earl  of  Liverpool Secretary  of  State  for  the  Department  of  War . 

and  the  Colonies.  \ 

NOT  OF  THE  CABINET. 

^Lord^Mluie'j'V'^^  ^°°"'  j  ^''''^^"^  '^'^^  ^'"^  of  Controul  for  the  Af." 

Right  Hod.  George  Rose Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 

Treasurer  of  the  Navy. 
Viscount  Palmerslon    ----._..         Secretary  at  War. 

Lord  Charles  Somerset     ---._.  "j 

Right  Hon.  Charles  Long j  Joint  Paymaster- General  of  the  Forces. 

Earl  of  Chichester-     ----.__  "i 

Earl  of  Sandwich {  Joint  Postmaster-General.  " 

Richard  Wharton,  esq.      ---.._  l    , 

Charles  Arbuthnot,  esq. j  Secretaries  to  the  Treasury. 

Sir  WUIiam  Grant.     -,.....         Master  of  the  Rolls. 

S.rWyGjbbs Attorney-General. 

Sir  Thomas  Plomer Solicitor- General. 

Persons  in  the  Ministry  of  Ireland. 

Duke  of  Richmond t  ^..j  t  •     » 

,      ,  ,,                                               -     -  -  jLiord  Lieutenant. 

Liord  Manners t^.  in-   l/-,i 

W  IV  11    1      r.  ,                               -     -  -  Lord  High  Chancellor. 

W.WellesleyPole       -     -     -,,.--  .  Chief  Secretary. 

B.ghtHo«.Joh«F«ter.    .;'-:  ,  aiauc<4J«rafLExuheq««-. 
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"  • He  v,'ho  .'Contends  for  Frc^e^^om, 

'*  Can  no'cr  ba  jastly  cleem'd  his  firA-ortign'a  foe  j 

"  No,  'lis  the  wretch  that  lempts  him  to  subvert  it, 

"  Tiie  si)«)th»ng  !5lave,  the  Traitor  inthn  bosoni, 

"   Who  tiesi  (Jeserves  that  nriine  ;  he  is  the  wwrin 

"  That  eats  out  all  the  happiness  of  kingjiloins." Tuomson. 


SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 


T{iE  REGENCY. Look  at  the  motto, 

English  rtader"!  Look  at  the  motto!  It 
.  contains  a  truth,  important  at  all  times  to 
be  borne  in  mine],  but  especially  at  the 
present  time,  and  as  connected  with  the 
conduct,  and  the  apparent  views,  and  ex- 
pectations of  public  men. In   my  last 

Number,  (p.  1313  of  Vol.  XVIil)  I  took  a 
;Yiew  of  the  language  and  sentiments  of 
the  notoriously  venal  prints  vviih  regard 
to  a  prominent  feature  in. the  intended  li- 
mitations to  the  powers  of  the  Regent  ; 
and,  I  think,  I  left  no  ground  at  all  for 
doubt  as  to  the  real  object  of  withholding 
the  household  and  Frivy  Purxe  (for,  I  have 
seen  no  exception  with  regard  to  the 
latter)  from  the  Prince  ;  nor  do  I  think 
that  I  left  any  doubt  as  to  the  impropriety 
of  such  a  measure.  I  noticed,  and,  I 
think,  1  refuted,  the  revived  insinuations 
against  his  Royal  Highness  with  regard 
to  his  debts  and  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments, which,  as  I  there  observed,  ought 
never  to  have  existed,  and,  which  did  not 
arise  from  extravagant  expenditure,  but 
from  his  having  had  withheld  from  him 
that  vphich  was  his  due  as  much  as  the  rents 
oftheDukeofNortIiiimberland,or  the  Duke 
of  Bedford,  is  the  due  of  either  of  them  ; 
and,  I  flatter  myself  that  I  left  no  doabt 
at  all  with  regard  to  tbenialignity  of  the 
motives,    which   dictated   the  revival    of 

those  insinuations. -I  shewed,  too,  that 

those  \tho  had  been,  and  still  were,  most 
strenuous  ia  their  endeavours  to  obtain  a 
reform  oi  abuses  ;  those  who  were  most 
desirous  to  see  corruption  torn  from  its 
seat,  had  uniformly  reprobated  the  means 
that  had  been  used  to  keep  the  Prince  of 
Wales  in  the  back-groun;!,  to  misrepresent 
him,  to  whisper  away  his  character,  and 
to  deprive  him  of  all  weight  and  conse- 
quence.  Upon  this  last  topic,  which  is 

one  of  the  greatest  interest  to  both  Prince 
and  people,  I  think  it  necessary  to  say 
something  more,  especially  £>fter  what  has 
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appeared  in    the  venal  prints  within  the 

last  week. The  Couiuer,  which  seems 

to  be  the  chosen  channel  of  auack  snd  in- 
sinuation against  '  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
has  represtnted,  ci' late,  that  is  to.  say, 
since  it  was  announced  that  Mr.  Perceval 
had  been,  refused  an,  interview  by  the 
Prince  ;  since  that  time  the  Courier  has^ 
been  extrtmely  industrious  to  find  out 
reasons  for  reviving  the  limitations  of 
1788 ;  and  aaiongst  these  reason?,  is,  the 
hopes  and  expeciations  in  the  Prince^  which 
appear  to  be  eatertained  by  those,  whcni 
this  venal  gentleman  chooses  to  call  the 
^' BiirdcAt  qnng ;"  that  is  to  say,  ail  those 
(four  fifths  of  the  people  of  England)  who 
wish  for  a  reform  of  abuses,  and,  as  the 
etlectual  means  of  accomplishing  this,  fr-r 
a  reform  of  the  Commons',  House  of  Parlia- 
ment.  —The  words  cf  the  venal  man   are 

these  : — — "  Wheo  it  is  considered,  that 
"  the  gang  of  Burdett,  Cobbett,  &  Co. 
"  seem  to  expect  sotnething  in  their  irai; 
"  from  an  unlimited  Regent,  we  agree 
"  that  the  circumstances  have  GhangeiJ, 
"  but  the  change  is  iji  favour  of  the  necessity 
"  of  restrictions." So,  then,  the  neces- 
sity of  restrictions,  in  the  view  of  the 
venal  and  corrupt,  is  increased  by  the  cir- 
cumstance, that  those  who  are  for  a  rpforin 
of  abuses  have  expressed  their  expectations, 
or  seetn  io  expect,  "  something  in  their 
"  ivay"  from  an  unfettered  Regency.  " 
What  a  compliment  to  the  Prince  I  What 
an  argument,  with  the  people,  constitu- 
tionally to  oppose  the  intended  limita- 
tions  ! — -—Here  the  views  of  the  corrupt, 
here  the  views  of  those  vile  incn  who  deal 
in  and  fatten  upon  corruption,  here"  the 
views  of  the  people's  enemies,  are  com- 
pletely er^posed.  For,  though  they  do 
not,  in  so  many  words,  say,  that  they 
wish  the  Prince's  powers  to  ba  limited^, 
lest  he  shoukl  promote  a  reform  of  abuse? 
and  corruptions  ;  though  they  do  not  di- 
iectly  say,  that  they  wish  to  abridge  his 
power,  to  shackle  and  to  habipcr  him,  lest 
he  should  use.  that  power  fov  the  purpose 
B  -  i^ 
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of  giving  the  people  a  Reform  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  eftect  the  great  purpose  of 
putting  an  end  to  seat-selling,  and  all  its 
train  of  jobs  and  wickedness  and  national 
degradation  and  rtiin  ;  thoiigli  they  do 
not,  in  so  many  distinct  nords  say,  that 
this  is  one  oi  thdr  st^ungrcasons  in  favour 
of  limitntions,  they  here  clearly  diicover 
that  such,  in  fuct,  is  one  of  those  reasons, 
sttid,  I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised,  it 
this  was  the  very  strongest  of  the  rea- 
sons,   for  wlrich    they    wish    for   liniita- 

tions. If,    then,    it    he   true,  that   you 

ought  to  avoid  that  whicii  your  enemj/ 
wishes  you  to  do,  the  people  must 
see,  that  they  ought,  by  all  the  con- 
stitutional means  in  their  power,  to  shew, 
that  they  are  opposed  to  such  limitations; 
and,  to  give  his  Royal  Highness  a  proof 
of  their  confidence  in  him.  If  he,  for  a 
year,  or  for  whatever  length  of  time,  be 
restrained,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
from  adopting  such  measures  as  he  would, 
if  possessing  full  powers,  be  disposed  to 
adopt,  the  people  can,  in  reason,  expect 
nothing  in  the  way  of  t\n\t  ckunge  of  system, 
which  every  disinterested  man,  that  I  have 
fever  heard  of,  has  long  been  wishing  for. 
To  zctfreely,  the  Regent,  like  other  men, 
must  hejree.  He  ma\  be,  and  I  hope  and 
believe,  he  would  be',  di.jposed  to  gratify 
fully  all  the  just  wishes  of  the  people,  in 
the  whole  of  the  kingdom;  but  if  he 
be  hampered  with  restrictions,  how  is 
he  to  do  fitly  thing  which  would  be 
likely  to  give  any  satisfaction  at  all  ?  For, 
tliouyh  he  would  not,  m  direct  terms,  be 
prohibited  from  giving  his  assent  to  a  mea- 
iure  for  the  reform  of  Parliament,  for  in- 
stance, yet,  if  by  means  of  limitations, 
such  a  weight  (;f  mfluence  was  opposed  to 
him  as  to  render  it  impossiMe  for  him  to 
carry  such  a  measure,  the  effect  would  be 
the  same  ;  and  he  would  be  compelled  to 
aci  upon  the  syslent,  though,  at  the  same 
time,  he  might  protest  against  it.  Wliat 
the  ef}ects_of  sur-h  a  state^'of  things  would 
he,  the  mind  of  man  cannot  cortjecture, 
'rhepsople,  therefore,  ar  a  time  like  ihis^ 
when  they  havs  more  at  stake  than  they 
ever  had  before,  should  let  their  voice  be 
heard,  in  a  legal  and  constitutional  wav  • 
and,  ..hould  prove  to  his  Royal  Highne'ss' 
that  they  are  willing  to  confide  in  his  wis- 
doni  and  justice,  in  i^pite  of  all  the  insinua- 
tions thn  the  venal  and  corrupt  are,  in 
their  divers  sorts  of  publications,  pouring 

forth    against    him Another    of   the 

reasons  of  these  venal  men  against  putfint^ 
i»n  powers  into  the  hands  of  the  Prince" 
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is,  that  he  would  be  likely  to  grant  as  far 
as  in  him  lay,  those  claims,  which  have 
so  long  been  put  forward  by  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  the  Courier  of  the  'jyih  of 
last  month  dwells  very  emphatically  upon 
this  point ;  and,  as  a  proof  of  the  justness 
of  its  suspicions,  cites  what  has  recently 
been  said  in  Ireland  with  regard  to  the 
views  of  his  Koyal  Highness  respecting 
what  is  called  the  Catholic  Question. — — 
"  The  Prince  of  Wales's  nauie  is  made 
"  use  of  at  these  Meetings  in  a  way  which 
"  should  be  known  to  the  whole  empire. 
"  His  word  is  asserted  to  be  solemnly  pkdged 
"  to  accede  to  the  Catholic  claims.  We 
"quote  the  Speech  of  Mr.  O'Connell, 
"  "  His  Royal  Highness's  sentiments  on 
"  this  subject  were  neither  concealed  nor 
"  doubtful.  He  had  communicated  thera, 
"  as  became  him,  unequivocally  and  with- 
"  out  disguise,  amongst  others,  to  Cathb- 
"  lies  of  rank  and  respectability.  We 
"  therefore  do  not  proretd  on  precarious 
"  grounds,  when  we  announce  emancipa- 
'•  tion  as  at  hand.  'The  word  of  the  Prince 
"  ispletlged;  we  require  not,  neither  could 
"  we  have,  any  more  certain  guarantee, 
"  We  know  that  Ins  understanding,  clear, 
"  uianK',  and  uninipaircd,  cajinot  be  im- 
"  posed  on,  nor  his  conscience  surprised 
"  by  any  idle  or  unfounded  scruple." — 
"  Meaning,  we  suppose,  by  this  last  sen- 
"  tence,  to  set  the  Prince'^s "i«/e//(?c/,y  in  op- 
"  position  to  and  above  that  of  his  venerable 
"  Father.  If  the  sentiments  of  his  Royal 
"  Highness  be  misunderstood  by  the  Ca- 
"  thoiics,  hewiJ!,  nodoubt,  feelit  necessarv 
",t03tatethefactwlthoutlossof  time.'' ^ 

Here,  again,  it  is  not  openly  avon-ed,  ihat  oi^e 
object  of  th^;  limitations  v\  ould  be  to  prevent 
his  Royal  Highness  from  ai<senting  to  anj 
measure  for  the  relief  of  the  Irish  Catho- 
lics ;  this  is  not  openly  avowed,  but  that 
these  venal  men  would  wish  that  object  to. 
be  accomplished  by  tlie  limitations,  there 
can,  after  the  reading  of  this  paragraph, 

be  no  doubt   at  all. What,  then,  this; 

■  impudent  son  of  venality,  calls  upon  the 
Prince  to  d£ny  that  he  wishes  to  see  the 
Catholics  relieved  !  He  presumes,  or  has^ 
at  least,  the  impudenceto  aflTf  ct  to  presume, 
that  it  is  an  ojence  ia  the  Prince  to  wish 
for  such  a  measure,  and  especially  to  have 
pledged  his  word  for  it,  if  it  came  within 
his  power  ;  and,  this,  too,  observe,  while 
it  IS  well  known  that  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  col- 
leagues ^ave  the  same  pledge,  in  words  as 
explicit  as  men  could  give  any  pled<^e. 
Let  us  hope,  that  the  difierence  betwe'en 
them  and  the  Prince  would  be>  that  kts: 
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pledge  won  Id  be  faithfully  redeemed. 

This  venal  gentleman  affects* to  take  it 
amiss,  that  the  Prince's  intellects  are,  by 
Mr.  O'CoNNELL,  supposed  to  be  less  liable 
to  expose  him  to  be  imposed  upon  than 
those  of  his  venerable  Father  are  so  to  ex- 
pose the  latter.  This  is  very  fine,  to  be 
sure,  and  especially  after  the  publication 
of  the  evidence  of  the  Physicians,  who 
have  given  proofs  of  the  melancholy  state 

of  his   Majesty's  mind. It  is,  besides, 

notorious,  that  the  objection  to  the  mea- 
sure of  what  has  been  called  Catholic 
Emancipation,  was,  the  scruples  of  the 
King.  How  far  it  was  constitutional,  or 
decent,  to  urge  such  an  objection  to  a 
measure  proposed  to  parliament,  I  shall  not 
now  inquire  ;  but,  as  to  the  fact,  nobody 
will  attempt  to  deny  it ;  and,  if  the  Prince 
has  no  such  scruples,  the  measure  would 
by  him,  if  he  were  unshackled,  be,  of 
course,  assented  to,  and,  indeed,  brought 

forward  by  his  ministers.- So  far  from 

the  Prince's  disposition  towards  the  Catho- 
lics being  an  argument  in  favour  of  any 
limitations  that  might  tend  to  thwart  his 
views  and  clog  his  measures,  it  is  a  strong 
argument  against  all  such  limitations,  wjth 
all  those,  at  least,  who  desire  to  see  Ireland 
tranquillized,  and  rendered  invulnerable  to 
the  attempts  of  the  enemy.  The  state  of 
Ireland  is  not  better  known  to  us,  than  it 
is  to  that  enemy.  He  regards  Ireland  al- 
most as  an  ally.  He  may  be  mistaken  in 
his  opinion ;  but,  while  our  venal  prints 
themselves  declare,  that  a  regular  army  is 
necessary  to  keep  Ireland  safe,  can  we  blame 
the  enemy  for  his  opinion  ?  These  venal 
men  tell  you,  that  Ireland  is  harras?ed 
with  French  machinations  and  factions. 
How  did  they  come  there  ?  How  comes  it 
that  Ireland  engenders  these  factions  and 
machinations  ?  Why,  because  the  people 
are  discontented;  and,  therefore,  the  way 
to  put  an  end  to  the  French  factions  and 
machinations,  is,  to  put  an  end  to  the  dis- 
contents of  the  people. That  the  Prince, 

if  left  unshackled,  would  do  this,  there  can 
be  no  doubt ;  and  would  not  this  be  a  very 
great  blessing  to  the  country  ?  I  m.ean, 
not  merely  to  Ireland,  but  to  the  kingdom 
at  large ;  for,  those  are  very  narrow- 
sighted  people  who  suppose,  that  England 
is  not  ailiicted  by  this  discontented  state 
of  Ireland.  We  help  to  maintain  the  army, 
which  we  are  told  is  so  necessary  to  the 
guarding  of  Ireland.  We  pay  fifteen  parts 
out  of  seventeen  of  the  expence  of  main- 
taining that  army.  From  this  expence  we 
•hould  be  relieved  by  measures  that  would 
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render  the  army  unnecessary  by  doing 
away  the  discontents  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land ;  ajid  yet,  would  these  venal  men 
fain  persuade  us,  that  the  Prince's  known 
disposition  to  adopt  measures  calculated 
to  remove  those  discontents  is  one  reason 
why  he  should  not  be  entrusted  with  the 
powers  belonging  to  a  King  of  the  United 
Kingdom  !  He  ought  not,  according  to 
them,  to  be  entrusted  with  kingly  powers, 
because  he  would,  in  this  instance,  at  least, 
adopt  measures  likely  to  restore  harmony 
to  the  people,  and  to  place  the  country  in 
a  slate  of  secure  defence;  because  (for 
there  is  the  rub)  he  would  adopt  measures 
likely  to  make  the  people  of  one  part  of 
ihe  kingdom  an  united  people,  than  which 
there  is  nothing  that  venal  and  corrupt  men 

more  sincerely  dread. It  is,  as  applied 

to  this  point,  asked,  how  would  the  King 
feel,  if,  upon  his  recovery,  he  were  to  find, 
that  the  measure  concerning  which  he  had 
such  scruples,  had  been  adopted   during 
his  incapacity  ?  The  argument  is  a  mon- 
strous one,  to  be  sure.     It  outrages  com- 
mon sense.     Yet,  it  is  no  wonder  to  hear 
it  urged,  considering  the  quarter  whence 
it  comes.     What  a  pretty  state  must  the 
country  be  in,  however,  if  such  an  argu- 
ment were  to  have  any  weight  ?  Admit 
this  argument,  and  there   is,   at  once,  an 
end  of  all  notion  of  the  Kingly  Office  being 
established  and  upheld  for  the  good  of  ihe 
people.     It  becomes  a  personal   property, 
and   the   exercise  of  it  dependent   upon 
mere   whim  and   caprice.     What  lessons 
of  republicanism  are  these  "  loyal"  writers 
now  inculcating!  They  have  long  told  us 
of  the  scruples  of  the  King  ;  these  scruples 
have  long  been  urged  as  an  obstacle  to  a 
measure  so  anxiously  desired  by  a  consi- 
derable part  of  his  subjects,  a  m.easure  pro- 
mised by  one  set  of  ministers  and  actually 
brought,  in  part, into  parliament  by  another 
set  of  his  ministers,  where  it  was  received 
without  any  opposition,  and  was  proceed- 
ing towards  its  accomplishment,  till  those 
scruples  were  expressed  ;  ths  King,  who 
had  those   scruples,  is  now  declared  in  a 
state  of  incapacity,  in  a  state  between  de- 
lirium and  insanity,   in  a  state  of  mental 
derangement ;  and,  we  are  now  to  look 
upon  it  as   a  bar  to  giving  his  son  full 
powers  to   act  in  his  stead,  lest   he,  when 
he  recovers,  if  he  should  recover,  should 
feel  displeased  at  this  measure  having  been 
adopted  during  his  incapacity  !   Any  thing 
so    monstrous   as   this    has    seldom  been 
broached  in  private  conversation,  and  to 
put  it  in  prmt  requires,  one  would  think, 
B  2 
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more  impudence  and  more  perfect  con- 
tempt of  publie  opinion,  than  has  ever 
been  known  to  be  possessed  by  mortal 
jiran.  If  such  an  argument  can  have  any 
weight,  what  a  state,  1  again  ask,  must 
this  nation  be  in  ?  To  whiit  a  degree  of 
degradation  must  we  be  fallen  if  such  an 
argument  can  hr<ve  weight  with  any  con- 
siderable number  of  people  ?  Nay,  the 
bare  commission  of  it  to  print  is  but  too 
strong  a  proof  of  the  tanieness,  not  to  call 
it  cowardice,  which  the  writer,  at  least, 
believes  to  exist  in  the  nation  ;  for,  were 
jiot  such  his  opinion  of  the  public,  he 
never  would  have  ventured  to  use  such  an 

argument. Another  argument  against 

vesting  the  I'rince  with  full  powers,  is, 
that,  if  unchecked,  he  might  put  an  end 
to  ffie  tvars  ia  Spain  and  i-'or/z/^^w/;  and, 
thenj  if  the  King  should  retovtr  his  senses, 
^vhat  would  be  his  feelings  to  see  his  niea- 
sures,  as  to  this  importi:fnt  point,  totally 
changed.  This  was  the  argument  made 
use  of  by  corrupt  men  at  the  outset  of 
the  disputes  upon  the  Regency  ques- 
tion; and,  UKleed,  it  was  saying  uothing 
more  than  that,  if  the  Regent  changed  the 
ministers,  he  would  do  all  that  was  wrong  ; 
and  the  plain  truth  is,  that  the  limitations 
tipon  him  are  nothing  more,  and  can  be 
nothing  more,  than  so  many  means  in  the 
hands  of  those  who  vvould  be  in  opposition 
to  his  new  ministers,  to  thwart  his  views 
and  his  measures.  It  does  not  suit  the 
renal  writers  to  say,  in  plain  terms,  that 
measures  ought  to"  be  taken  to  render  it 
impossible  for  the  P.-ince  to  go  ou  without 
keeping  the  same  ministers  that  now  are 
in  place  ;  that,  if  he  iviil  not  agres  to  keep 
them,  he  ought  to  be  so  hampered  as  to  be 
nearly  dlsabkdfroin  canying  on  the  govern- 
iuent ;  it,  does  not  suit  theiii  to  sav  this  in 
plihi  terms,  but  that  this  is  what  l,hey 
mean  there  can  be  no  doubt  at  all,  and  to 
this  object  have  ail  their  eiFurts  tended. 
And,  indeed,  why  not  this  as  well  as  any 
of  the  other  rea-oMs  .?  For,  what  v>^uuld  be 
more  likely  to  iiijure  the  King's  .feelings, 
than  Gnding,  upon  his  recovery,  tha.ihis 
servants  had  been  dismiisei  ?  It  would,  thcre- 
fure,  be  much  firer  dealing,  if  the  renal 
and  corrupt  authors  of  the  divers  pub- 
Jications  in  question  v/ere,  at  once,  to 
tell  us,  that  they  wish  fur  such  limita- 
ticns  as  shall  compel  the  Rngent  to 
keep  the  prefc;it  men  in  their" pla<-es, 
duriiig  his  and' their  natural  jives. — —The 
public  have  often  heird  me  .'^ay,  that  ih? 
venal  and  corrui^t,  who  have  been  inces- 
santly accusing  us  of  Jacphvaicai  priiici: 


pies  and  traitorous  views  and  intentions; 
thatthe  venal  and  corrupt  crew ^  that  tribe 
of  hypocrites,  who  have  assumed  the  ap- 
pellations of  "  the  loyul,^'  and  "  the  King's 
"friends;"  the  public  have  often  been 
told  by  me,  that  this  crew  have  a  regard 
for  the  kingly  <jovernmeiUonly  in  so  much 
as  it  may  be  useful  to  them  in  their  venal 
and  corrupt  practices;  and,  that,  if  they 
v/ere  once  to  perceive,  that  they  could  no 
longer  profit  from  it  in  this  way,  they 
would  not  scruple   to   become    its    most 

deadly  enemies. -This  I  have  always 

thought.  It  was  reasonable  that  it  should 
be  so.  But,  though  I  am  not,  wheal  re-?, 
fleet,  at  aill  surprised  at  vi'hat  I  now  see,  1 
did  not,  I  riiust  confess,  expect  to  s?e  such 
undisguised  hostility  as  the^e  corrupt  men 
now  discover  towards  the  Prince  of  Wales 
and  his  Brother.*?)  who  liave  come  in  for 
their  shared,  from  the  moment  it  was  known, 
ti;at  they  also  were  opposed  to  a  limited 
Regency  ;  that  is  to  say,  that  they  were 
opposed  to  the  measure  intended  to  keep 
part  of  the  kingly  power  in  the  hands,  in 
ail  probability,  of  those  men  who  are  now 
in  place ;  the  mcmcnt  the  venal  and  cor- 
rupt v/riters  discovered  this,  they  fell, 
tooth  and  nail,  upon  the  Prince's  Brothers 

as  well  as  upon  himself. The   hi.story 

of  the  Pretest  of  the  Royal  Dukes  has  been 
given  in  the  preceding  Volume,  at  page 
1297,  but,  as  the  Copies  of  the  papers 
which  passed  between  them  and  Mr. 
Perceval  have  not  been  before  inserted 
by  me,    I  here  subjoin  them   in  a  note  *, 


*  Letter  to  Mr.  Perceval,  dated,  Wed- 
nesday night,  12  o'clock,  1 2th  Dec.  1810. — 
Sir;  The  Prince  of  Wales  having  assem- 
bled the  whole  of  the  mo ie  branches  of  the 
Royal  Family,  anJ  having  communicated 
to  us  the  plan  intended  to  be  proposed  by 
his  Majesty's  Confitlential  Servants,  to  tl>e 
Lords  and  Commons,  for  ihe  establishment 
of  a  restricted  Regency,  should  the  conti- 
nuance of  his  r.Iajesty's  ever-to-be-de- 
plored illness  render  it  necessarj' ;  we  feel 
it  a  duly  we  owe  to  his  Majesty,  to  our 
Country,  and  to  Ourselves,  to  enter  our 
solemn  Protest  against  measures  ife  con- 
sider as  perfectly  unconstitutional,  as  they 
are  C(intrary  to,  and  subversive  of  the 
principles  which  seated  our  Family  upon 
the  Throne  of  this  Realm.— (Signed)— 
Frederick ;  William;  Edward;  Ernest;. 
Augustus  Frederick  ;  Adoiphus  Frederick; 
William  Frederick. 

Mr.  IWcevai's  Ansiver,  dated.  Downing 
Street,  20th  Dec.  1810,  shall  be  inserted  in 
the  next  Number. 
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■After  this  protest,  there  could  remain 
no  doubt  as  to  the  part  which  the  Princes 
would  take;  and,  as  I  before  observed, 
from  that  moment  the  venal  and  corrupt 
fell  upon  them  vi'ithout  mercy;  and,  since 
the  Debate  in  the  House  of  Lords,  in  which 
the  Dukes  of  Sussex  and  of  York  took  so 
decided,  so  manly,  and  so  efficient  a  part, 
the  rage  of  the  corrupt  writers,  of  all  sizes 
and  descriptions,  has  been  unbridled.  The)' 
have  now  shown  themselves  in  their  true 
colours  ;  their  mortification  has  now  de- 
deprivcd  them  of  the  use  of  their  hypocrisy 
and  cant ;  th.ey  seem  to  have  made  up 
their  minds  that  fawning  and  professed 
loyalty  can  no  longer  serve  their  turn  ; 
and  they  have  now  given  the  public  a 
specimen  of  what  theij  can  do  in  the  vvay 
of  degrading  diutnlies  and  pulling  down 

kingly  government. The  article,  which 

I  am  about  to  insert  from  the  Courier 
news'p.iper  of  the  31st  of  December  sur- 
passeSj  perhaps,  any  thing  of  t;ie  kind. 
There  is  certainly  nothing  to  beat  it  either 
in  Paine  or  in  Baklow;  and,  the  reader 
has  only  to  bear  in  mind  the  print  that  it 
comes  from  !  for  then  he  will  be  at  no 
loss  to  guess  at  its  source,  and  at  the  real 
object  of  its  author.  After  inserting  it  I 
shall  offer  such  remarks  upon  it  as  it  seems 

tome  to  call  for. "  The  public jeahusy 

f  of  the  nav  Esiale  which  has  so  unexpect- 
"  edly  sprung  up  in  the  realm,  should  net 
"  be  allowed  lo  sleep.  "  The  College  of 
"  Pnwfi,^' asserting  an  iniiiative,  is  a  new, 
"  extraordinary,  and  aiarining  institution  in 
*•'  this  Country.  One  of  the  most  important 
"  principles  in  ourCcmstitutiori  i?,  that  pub- 
"  lie  servants  shall  be  responsible.  Hence 
"  it  ha.-  been  truly  affirmed,  that  lio  son  or 
**  brother  of  our  King  can  constitutionally. 
"  be  permitted  to  hold  any  office  of  trust,  as 
"  family  feeling  would  rescue  him  from 
*'  punishment  in  tlie  event  of  misconduct. 
"  A  great  and  sir  iking  instance  of  this  nature 
"  latelj/  occurred.  13ut  if  that  doctrine  be 
"sound,  what  should  be  our  astonishment 
*''  at  finding  not  a  Prince  or  two  hf>lding 
"public  offices,  but  a  new  class,  o  72ctt; 
"  estate  startin<;;  up  to  asseit  a  right  of  giv- 
"ing  an  opinion  on  any  great  measure  in 
"  the  contemplation  of  Gcvennnent.  The 
"  College  of  Princes  !  SuvAi  a  College  ex- 
"  isted  in  the  Germanic  Constitution,  laiel]/ 
"  laid  low',  but  now,  for  the  first  time,  it  is 
"heard  of  in  the  ar/s/tfs  of  Great  Britain. 
"  The  Princes  protest  against  certain  pro- 
"  ceedings  conteiiiplated  for  the  establish- 
"  raent  of  a  Regency;  their  protest  is 
"'  solicited  and  orgajiized   by  the  intend- 
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ed  Regent.  "Once  a  Captain,  always 
a  Captain,"  it  is  said  in'the  play,  and  so, 
no  doubt,  will  say  the  Princes.  "  Your 
Royal  Highness  the  Regent  has  called 
upon  us,  in  our  character,  as  a  Class,  as 
Princes,  as  the  Blood  Royal,  lo  exercise 
our  initiative  on  the  proceeding  founding 
your  Government ;  a/?fi  if  ue  have  the. 
■  poiver  upon  the  most  important  measure^  we 
7nust,  of  course,  have  it  upon  inferior  pro- 
ceedings. In  future,  therei'ore,  we  shall 
assemble  in  a  body,  diicuss  and  decide 
upon  eiKry  step  in  the  cotitemplation  of 
Gbvernment.  We  have  go^  a  veto,  and 
are  established  in"  the  right  of  deciding 
'■  ivkal  measures, shall  or  shall  not  come  before 
Parliament.  Shew  us  the  Ministry  that 
shall,  in  future,  attempt  any  great  mea- 
sures, without  the  previous  sanction  of  our 
initiative!  We;  the  superior  class  in  the 
State,  the  Princes,  tue  Blood  Royal!" 
Such  might  justly  be  the  language  of 
the  Princes,  if  iheir  Protest  were  any 
thing  nioro  rhan  waste  paper,  at  which 
the  I'cnuest  Clerk  in  the  Treasury  must.snecr. 
Sad  and  meianckoly  is  the  pronpect  to  the 
Country  arising  from  this  most  unwise 
and  unconstitutional  proceeding  !  Who 
is  the  evil  genius  that  could  advise  the 
Prince  of  Wales  to  resort  to  it?  It  is 
as  unconstitutionaf  and  arbitrary  in  its 
nature,  as  the  attempted  cry  against 
"  Fresh  Taxes"  for  a  due  income  to 
support  the  Regent,  is  mean,  narrow- 
minded,  and  vulgar. — That  the  Princes, 
themselves,  have  resorted  to  this  course 
of  their  own  free  will  and  mere  notion,  is 
a  fact  incredible.  They  must  know, 
that  as  Princes,  they  were  nothing 
more  than  threat  Babies,  with  royal 
Corals  and  Bells,  ^ust  learning  to  walk  in 
the  paths  of  State  ;  and  that  by  making 
them  E/iglish  noblemen,  with  seals  in  Par- 
liament, the  King  breechea  them  into 
political  manhood.  As  Prince  Ernest 
and  Prince  AJolphus  they  were  nothing 
more  than  great  Boys,  kindly  regarded 
by  the  public,  but  without  power  or 
weight  in  the  community  ;  preily  cres- 
iures  for  a  Duchess  to  have  dancing  at 
her  ball,  but  of  no  inflaence  in  the  Go- 
vernment. To  give  them  this  influence 
tliey  were  made  Peers  of  Parliament,  to 
associate  them  with  the  most  powerful 
class  they  were  made  English  Noble- 
men of  the  most  exalted  rank.  If  the 
character  of  Prince  be  not  inferior  to 
that  of  Duke,  why  were  they-  created  ? 
why  not  left  with  the  title  to  which  they 
were  born  ?  As  English  Noblemen  of  the 
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"  higii^st  liiie  they  rommand  respect,  be- 
"  cause  their  class  is  most  eminently  re- 
"  spcctable.  As  Princes  they  sink  back 
"  into  the  ciraracter  of  ^reat  loohy  boys, 
^' with  toys  ^ndraiiles ,  What  evil  genius 
*"  has  persuaded  them  to  drop  their  par- 
"  liamentary  for  their  princely  character  r 
"  To  take  a  step  which,  as  they  knew  it 
"  would  he  disregarded,  must  expose  their 
"  impotence  and  exxite  derision  ?  Let 
"  them  ac-t  in  Parliament,  but  let  them 
"  never  be  heard  again  in  ttieir  prince'ij'^ 
"  collective  capacity,  if  they  do  not  wish 
"  to  become  obnoxious.  The  history  of 
"  the  class  of  Frtncli,   Princes   is    not   for- 

"  s,oxlenP ^Woll     said,    "   the    loyal .'" 

Well  soid,  "  A'^'*  friends!"  "Well 
said  "  Aiwjacobins !"  Where  is  now  Mr. 
YonKE's  "  Jacob iriiral  Conspiracy"  to 
destroy  the  House  of  Brunswick  ?  Where 
are  all  the  associators  ng-ainst  "  Re- 
"  publicans  and-  Levellers  r"  Where 
are  now  all,  cr  any  of,  those  m^'riads  of 
"  the  loyal,"  who  seemed  ready  to  tear 
out  the  heart  ©f  Mr.  Wa'kdle  about  two 

years  ago  ?  Where  are  they  all  now  ? 

Bat,  tiius  are .  our  assertions'  completely 
verified.  We  always  said,  that  when 
these  corrnplion-raongers,  these  publishers 
of  fawning  paragraphs,  these  flatterers  of 
the  Princes,  these  varnishers  of  their 
faults,  these  hynocrilical  and  canting 
slaves,  these  MEAN,  MERCENARY  and 
MALIGNANT  uien  ;  we  alwayssaid,  that 
when,  these  corruption-mongers  should  no 
longer  find  their  pviva'e  interest  to  square 
with  the  cry  of"  loyalty,"  they  would  dis- 
cover themselves  to  be  the  most  hitler  of 
all  the  enemies  of  the  Royal  Family  and 
of  kingly  government.  And,  here  we 
now  see  them  actually  at  work  to  insult, 
degrade,  and  blacken  the  whole  of  the 
Princes  in  a  lump;  to  hold  them  up  as 
objects  of  public  jealousy,  and  at  tlie  same 
lime,  as  objects  of  contempt  and  derision; 
The  lowest  clerk  in  the  Treasury,  we  are 
told,  must  snec-  at  their  protest  {  and,  we 
are  told,  that  they  have  sunk  back  into 
great  looby  boys,  in  putting  their  names 
to  that  which  must  excite  derision  ;  and, 
farther,  that  this  act  of  theirs,  gives  the 
"  sad  and  melancholy  prospect" 
Leaving  ali  these  con- 
temptuous expressions  to  be  digested  as 
they  may  by  the  persons  upon  whom 
they  liave  bet  n  bestowed,  and  who  may 
now,  perhaps,  begin  to  perceive,  that 
thero  really  are  men  in  this  kingdom,  who 
woivld  wish  to  see  a  powqr  that  should 
"  lord  it  ever  king  and  people,'"  let  us  take  a 


country   a 
for  the  future. 


view  of  the  merits  of  the  question.  The 
charge  agninst  the  Princes,  is,  that  they 
have  arrogated  to  themselves  the  right  of 
exercising  a  veto;  the  ri.'fht  of  discussing 
and  dec'idiv.g  upon  every  measure  in  the  con- 
templation of  Government ;  the  right  of  de- 
ciding upon  what  tneasures  shall,  or  sfuiU  naff 
come  before  Parliament.  And,  the  asser- 
tion ofthis  right  is,  by  this  "  loyal"  man, 
put  into  the  mouths  of  the  Princes;  they 
are,  by  him  represented,  as  having  ex- 
pressed t/'.eniscltcs  in  those  very  terms; 
t!)ey  arc,  b}'  him,  exhibited  to  the  coun- 
try in  this  odious  lisht;  and  they  are  fur- 
ther represented  as  having  called  themselves 
t'le  "  Col'ef^e  of  Princes."  And,  upon  that 
ground,  he  calls  them  a  neiv  estate  started  up 
in  the  realm;  and,  he  thereupon  asserts,  in 
the  fullni^ss  of  his"  loyilly,"  thnt  the  public : 

jealousy  is  awakened  against  them,  which 
he  declares  it  to  be  his  object  not  to  sief- 

fer  to  sleep; How  barefacedly  false  this 

is  the  reader  will  not  need  be  told,  when 
he  has  read  the  Letter  of  the  Princes  to 
Mr.  Perceval,  in  which  they  do  not  call 
themselves  a  "College;"  in  which  the 
word  college  is  not  used  ;  in  which  they 
assert  no  right  at  all  to  dictate  to  either 
any  ministry  or  to  either  House  of  Par- 
liament; in  which  they  assert  no  right 
and  hint  at  no  right  to  decide  upon, 
or  to  discuss,  any  measure  to  be  brought 
before  parliament;  and,  in  which  they  do 
no  one  of  the  things  which  this  man,  this 

smooth- piece  of  corruption,  has  not  only 
represented  them  as  having  done,  but  has 
hinted  pretty  broadly  that  the  having 
done  which  ought  to  bring  upon  theui  ihefate 

of  the  Princes  of  France. But,  "  have 

"  they  not  meddled  with  a  measure  which 
"  was  in  the  contemplation  of  the  govern- 
"  nient,  and  which   was  about  to  be  sub- 

"  mitted    to    the  parliament." To  this 

quest  ion  I  answer,  first,  that,  when  we 
speak  of  t/te  government,  in  this  coun- 
try, we  always  include  the  King  as  the 
head  of  it;  and  will  it  be  pretended, 
that!  the  King  had  this  measure  in  his 
contemplation  ?  The  Princes  were  speaking. 


not  to  the  government,  as  we  understand  that 
word,  but  to  the  servants  of  the  King,  who, 
it  is  well  known,  can  legally  do  no  act 
without  his  authorify.  There  is,  there- 
fore, a  great  deal  of  difference  between 
meddling,  giving  theiroplnion,  upon  a  mea- 
sure contemplated  by  the  ministers,  as 
they  now  are,  and  upon  a  measure  that 
should  be  contemplated  by  the  govern- 
ment with  the  King  at  its  head. But, 

how  came  they  to  meddle  with  this  roeas" 
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sure  ?  What  was  it  that  gave  rise  to  their 
intert'erence  ?  Why,  it  was  the  notification 
made  by  Mr.  Perceval  to  the  Prince.  It 
was  Mr.  Perceval  who  elicited  the  inter- 
ference. It  was  he  who  took  the  first  step. 
If  the  two  Houses  have  a  right  to  make 
what  sort  of  Regency  they  please,  without 
any  appeal  to  either  Prince  or  People, 
why  was  the  plan  of  the  intended  Regency 
communicated  to  the  Prince  at  all  ?  IT  it 
was  right  to  communicate  it  to  him,  he,  of 
course,  was  expected  to  give  his  opinion 
upon  it ;  he,  of  course,  was,  by  those  who 
communicated  it,  supposed  to  have  a  right 
to  express  his  approbation,  or  disapproba- 
tion, of  it;  and,  if  he  had  this  right,  what 
was  there,  and  what  can  there  be,  to  pre- 
vent his  brothers  from  having  a  similar 
right;  in  short,  what  is  there  to  prevent 
any  man  in  ihe  kingdom  from  having  such  a 
right  ? If  to  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  Per- 
ceval against  a  measure  which  he  is  going 
to  propose  to  parliament,  be  to  assert  "  a 
"  right  of  deciding  previously  upon  what 
"  measures  shall,  or  shall  not,  come  before 
"  parliament;"  if  this  be  so,  how  is  Mr. 
Perceval  to  find  a  justification  for  having 
laid  that  measure  prcviowfy  before  the 
Prince  of  Wales  }  He,  in  that  act,  did  not, 
jurely,  mean  to  mock  the  Prince;  he  must, 
however,  so  have  meant  it,  if  he  did  not 
mean  to  lay  it  before  him  as  a  matter  for 
fcis  consideration  as  to  its  propriety,  or  im- 
propriety ;  and,  if  he  was  right  in  doing 
this ;  if  he  was  right  m  submitting  the 
measure  to  the  Prince,  to  one  of  the  Princes, 
for  his  approbation  or  disapprobation,  had 
tiot  the  other  Princes  a  right  to  give  their 
opinions  upon  it  too,  they  being  ail  contin- 
gently interested  in  whatever  shall  affect 
ihe  power  and  stability  of  the  Kingly 
Office  ? Mr.  Perceval,  in  this  transac- 
tion, can  be  considered  merely  as  a  7nember 
'Ofthe  Home  of  Commons.  In  that  Ilouse 
he  must  propose  the  measure  us  a  member 
qf  ihe  House.  Any  other  member  might 
propose  it.  Any  other  member  has  the 
same  right  to  do  it  that  he  has.  He  has 
but  a  vote  like  other  member^.  It  was  as 
<f  viember  of  parliament,  then,  that  he  com- 
municated his  intention  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales.  How  far  this  was  right,  or  wrong, 
in  a  member  of  parliament,  I  shall  not  now 
attempt  to  ascertain  ;  but,  of  this  I  am 
quite  sure,  that  the  making  of  the  com- 
munication argues,  ou  the  part  cf  him  who 
made  it,  a  clear  acknowledgment  of  the 
right  of  the  Prince  to  express  his  appro- 
bation, or  disapprobation,  of  it.  And,  was 
he  not  to  consult  any  one  upon  the  subject  ? 
Was  he  to  keep  the  thing  to  himself,  and 
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not  communicate  it  to  a  living  soul }  Wa» 
he  not  to  show  it  even  to  his  Brothers  ? 
And,  were  not  those  Brothers,  if  they 
chose,  to  express  their  opinions  upon  a 
thing,  which  a  member  of  parliament  had 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  a  person 
out  of  the  House,  without  incurring  the  chargo 
of  erecting  themselves  into  a  new  estate,  into 
a  College,  hSving  a.  previous  veto  as  to  all 
measures  to  be  brought  before  parlta/- 
ment  ? — —It  is  notorious,  for  we  see  the 
fact  stated  in  the  public  prints  several 
times  in  every  year,  that,  when  the  mi- 
nister has  (how  properly  I  shall  not  no\r 
decide)  communicated  some  contemplated 
parliamentary  measure  to  the  President, 
or  Chairman,  or  something  else,  of  some 
trading  or  mercantile  body,  the  body  of 
traders,  after  taking  it  into  consideration, 
send  him  the  result  of  their  deliberations, 
which  '\3  sometimes  for,  and  sometimes 
against,  the  contemplated  measure ;  and, 
we  have  generally,  or,  at  least,  very  often 
seeti  the  measure  persevered  in,  aban- 
doned, or  modified,  agreeably  to  such  de- 
cision of  the  parties  appealed  to.  But,  in 
case  of  the  measure  being  persevered  in, 
did  -awy  one  over  hear,  or  dream,  of  such 
trading  body  being  accused  of  dictating 
to  the  government  or  the  parliament? 
Did  any  one  ever  attempt  to  represent  such? 
body  as  having  erected  themselves  into  a 
new  estate  in  the  realm;  as  having  as- 
sumed a  right  to  decide  upon  what  should 
and  what  should  not  be  brought  before 
parliament:  as  having  assumed  a  right  of 
veto;  a.s  having  erected  themselves  into 
a  College  with  a  previous  negative  upon  all 
parliamentary  measures  ?  Did  any  thing 
so  absurd  and  so  monstrous,  so  offensive 
to  truth  and  to  common  sense,  ever  before 

enter  into  the  mind  of  man  ? But,  it  is 

not  folly  by  which  these  venal  and  corrupt 
writers,  of  all  sorts  and  in  all  forms,  are 
actuated.  They  are  actuated  by  the 
blackest  of  malice,  that  which  arises  from 
the  fear  of  being  deprived  of  the  profits  of 
their  venality.  They  see,  or  they  think 
they  see,  the  days  of  delusion  drawing  to 
a  close  ;  they  fear  that  things  will  change 
for  the  worse  with  them;  they  fear  that 
to  be  the  steady  advocates  of  corruption 
will  no  longer  be  a  thriving  trade ;  and 
they  ^r^  ready  to  tear  to  pieces,  to  reduce 
to  atoms,  ever}^  thing  which,  to  them,  ap- 
pears to  have  this  tendency.  The  cloak. 
0^  "  loyal fy"  \\\\\,  they  think,  no  longer* 
serve  their  mercenary  and  corrupt  pur- 
poses; they  have,  therefore,  cast  it  off, 
and  are  ready  to  destroy  that  to  which 
they  have  so  long  affected  an  irivio!al!«^ 
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attachment.— —1  am,  however,  by  no 
Aaeans  sorrv,  that  the  MEAN,  MERCE- 
NARY and  MALIGNANT  men  hwe  thus 
fxally  disclosed  thems?clves.  The  country, 
the  deceived  country,  will  now,  or  never, 
see  to  the  bottom  of  their  corrupt  souls. 
They  will  see,  that  these  -Klvocates  of  tor- 
t-uptron  had,  at  heart,  nothing  but  their 
ov\n  private  gains,  while  they  Vvere  ac- 
cusing others  of  disloyal  intentions.  The 
Prince  and  his  Brothers,  too,  will,  one 
would  fain  hope,  perceive,  that,  it  is  not 
ll*;  friend  nC freedom  who  is  their  foe,  but, 
according  to  the  sentiment  of  my  motto, 
the  wretch  who  would  ternpt  them  to  sub- 
vert it ;  that  this  is  the  real  traitor  ^  that 
this  is  the  worm,  that  eats  out  all  the  hap- 
piness of  kingdoms.  In  short,  they  must 
BOW  be  as  blind  as  the  stones  they  tread 
on,  if  fhey  do  not  ste  as  clear  as  daylight, 
that  ilttir  true  interests  and  the  people's  are 
the  same  ;  that  the  best  friends  of  the 
people .  are  also  their  best  friends ;  that 
those  who  are  the  people's  enemies  are,  at 
bottom,  their  enemies;  and  that  with  the 
people  they  must  stand  or  fall.  Let  the 
Prince  say,  in  the  language  of  Mallet  : 

"  — — —  If  not  to  build  the  imblic  weal 
"  On  I  lie  firm  base,  which  can  nione  resist 
"  Both  time  and  chance,  fair  Ubvrly  and  Iu:j  ; 
"  If  I  for  this  ar^at  cnA  am  not  ordained, 
"  May  I  ne'er  poorly  fill  thethione  of  England  !" 

Let  the  Prince  say  this,  let  hira  act  up  to 
tihe  sentiment,  and  hr  need  fearno intrigues 
And  cabals  :  he  will  want  none  of  that 
support  which  corruption  yields:  he  safely 
rtay,  as  I  trust  he  will,  scorn  all  disguise, 
ill  the.  arts  of  affectation  and  hypocrisy  : 
be  w'ill  be  strong  in  that  in  whi6U  alobe 
real  strength  is  found  when  the  day  of 
ttial  comesi  the  interest  of  the  people  to  de- 
fend their  country,  from  which  country 
tlie  fate  of  himself  and  his  fathily  is  in- 
septirable.  He  has  now  had  a  pfr'etty  fair 
^ecinien  of  the  reliance  which' is  t.o  be 
placed  upon  vanality  and  corruptiofl.  He 
must  now  see,  or  he  never  will'  see,  tlfat 
fee  can  safely  rely  upon  none  of  those 
^ho  are  hostile  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people.  He  his  the  example  of  Europe 
before  him.  He  has  seen  many  dynasties 
fall;  and  he  has  seen,  in  every  instance, 
Without  a  single  exception,  that  th« 
fall  has  been  produced  by  those  fawning 
slaves,  tvho,  after  having  seduced  their 
sovereign  to  oppress  and  insult  his  people, 
have,  in  the  hour  of  danger,  been  the  very 
first  to  desert  him.     In  such  an  hour,  how 
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can  such   a  {rtiWre?grf'1^6f.5!^'p4''>f5lfe  i, 


the  f-ice  ?  Il6w  can  he  call  upon  them  to 
risktireirlives  in  defence  of  huaand  their 
couhfrv?  Wretches  thort  ihey  'are,  they 
have  7io  country;  they  lltive  nothing  Jio  ri*k 
life  for?  they  are  Stripped  of  their  pro- 
pt- rtv,  they  are  degraded  in  character  ;  of 
the  'soil  on  which  they  feed  they  mVn  no- 
thing but  the  "  six  by  two,*'  and  of  that  it 
is  not  in  the  power  of  any  conqueror  to 
deprive  them.  Thus  it  is  that  countries  are 
conquered  and  that  dynasties  fail.  Politi- 
cal institutions  are  not  novv-la^days  to  be 
u]>he]d  by  mete  prejudice.  The  %vorld 
cannot  unlearn  whai  it  has  learnt.  Nations 
now  well  know  their  rights,  and/  if  they 
submit  to  oppression  and  insult,  it  is  be- 
cause they  are  unable  to  resist ;  and,  their 
submission  has  no  other  measure  thatVthut 
of  inability.  Never  was  there  so  fuir  an 
opportunity  for  prodacing  a  great  and  salu- 
tary eflectsas  the  Prince  of  Wales  no\V  has. , 
It  is  in  his  po'v^er,  if  the  necessity  of  in- 
vesting him  with  the  kingly  powersshoala 
continue,  to  rivet  the  affection  of  the  people 
to  him  in  a  way  to  enable  him  to  laugh  to 
scorn  all  the  attempts, which  the  venal  and 
corrupt  are  now  maki^;g  against  him.  But, 
he  should  'never  forgfit,  and  those  aie  his 
greate:5t  enemies  who  <voul'd  end^gavour  to 
make  him  overlook  the  fact,  that  it  is  iii 
these  days,  only  by  the  arms  and  the  hearts 
of  the  people,  that  kirfgly  governments,  or, 
indeed,  governments  of  aiiy  Mud,  can, long 
be  predcived.  If  cannot  be  unknown  to 
hirn,  that  the  people  of  this  kingdom  most 
aniiicusly  desire  a  reform  pf  abuses,  and, 
as  the  only /hieans  of  ^ilibcling^that,  a 
reform  of  the  Commons  K^use  of  Parlia- 
ment; "and,  one  would  fhink>  that-if  he 
had  not  before,  he  muk  'novv  have  seen 
enough  to  convince  him,  that  such  a  refornx 
is  not  less  neccs^Rry  to  the  supporLriof  the 
jnstprerogativijs  of  the  throne  than  it  is  to  ' 
fhe  freedom  q:nd  happiness  of  the  pex)ple". 
Tbc?;f>  high-tohed  gentry,  wlio  are  iiever 
i^anfing  to  a  ctjcrt,  may  tell  hjni  the  con- 
trary ;  they  may  tell  him,  tnat,  while  he 
hUs  armies,  he  hds  nothing  "to  fear  frcm  the 
people  ;  but,  after  the  experience  of  so 
many  dynaslie?,  now  laid  under  his  eyes^ 
in  the  dust,  he  will,  besides  the  integrity 
of  his  own  heart,  vtant  mthing  piore  to 
make  him  turn  from  siu-!>  advisers, 

W^.  COBBETT. 
State  Prison,  Newgate,  Tuesday, 
January  1,1811. 
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THE  REGENCY, 


We  have  now  before  us,  in  the  shape  of 
Resolutions,  proposed  in  the  House  of 
Gommous,  Mr.  Pfrceval's  pr  ject  of  li- 
mitations of  the  Royal  Authority  in  the 
hamls  of  the  Prince  of  Wales.  We  will, 
therefore,  now  take  a  r^igular,  though,  per- 
haps, Concise  view  of  this  project;  and, 
at  every  look,  we  stia'l,  I  am  persuaded, 
Htibibe  fresh  conviction  of  its  unfitness  and 
i-njustice,  and  of  the  evil  conseqiiences, 
which,  if  adopted,  it  must  tend  to  produce 
not  only  with  regard  to  the  Crown,  but 
with  regard  also  to  the  best  interests  of  the 

people The  Resolutions  were  Jive  in 

number,   and   were,   in  substance,  if  not 
exactly  word  for  word,  as  follows  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  cf 
this  Committee,  that  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  for  the  exercise  of  the 
Royal  Authority  during  the  continu- 
ance of  his  Majesty's  illness,  in  ^uch 
manner,  and  to  such  extent,  as  the 
present  circumstances,  and  the  urgent 
concerns  of  the  Nation  appear  to  re- 
quire, it  is  expedient,  that  his  Koyal 
Hrghness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  being 
resident  within  the  Realm,  shall  be 
emp.owered  to  exercise  and  adminis- 
ter the  Royal  Authority,  according 
to  the  Laws  and  Constitution  of  Great 
Britain,  in  the  ndme,  and  on  the  be- 
half of  his  Majesty,  and  under*  the 
style  and  title  of  Regent  of  the  King- 
dom ;  and  to  use,  execute,  and  per- 
form, in  the  name  and  on  the  be- 
half of  his  Majesty,  all  Authorities, 
Prerogatives,  Acts  of  Government, 
and  Administration  of  the  same,  that 
belong  to  the  King  of  this  Realm  to 
use,  execute,  and  perform  according 
to  the  law  thereof,  subject  to  such  li- 
mitations and  exceptions  as  shall  be 
provided. 

2.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, That,  for  a  time  to  be  iimiced, 
the  power  so  to  be  given  to  his  Royj! 
Highness  the  Prince  of  Whales  shaii 
not  extend  to  the  granting  of  any 
rank  or  dignity  of  the  peerage  of  the 
realm  to  any  person  whatever,  except 
such  person  or  persons  as  may  per- 


_ _ [IS 

form  some  singular  naval  or  military 
achievement. 
3.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, That,  for  a  time  to  be  limited, 
the  said  power  shall  not  extend  to  the 
granting  of  any  office  wh.atever  in 
reversion,  or  to  the  granting  of  any 
office,  salary,  or  |iremium,  for  any 
other  term  than  during  his  Majesty's 
pleasure,  except  such  ofhces  as  are  by 
.     law  required  to  be  granted  for  life  oc 

during  good  behaviour. 
4-.  That  it    is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee,Thatsuch  parts  of  his  Majesty's 
private  property  as  are  not  vested  in 
trustees,  shall  be  vested  in  trustees  for 
the  benefit  of  hrs  Majesty. 
5,  That  it  is  the  opinion  Oi   this  Com- 
mittee, That    the    care    of    his    Ma- 
jesty's Royal  Person,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  his  Majesty's  illness,  shall 
be   committed    to   the    care   of    the 
Queen's    Most     Excellent    Majesty  ; 
and  that,  for  a  time  to  he  limited,  her 
Majesty  Si'udl  have  ^'e  poiver  to  remove 
from,  and  to  nominate  and  appoint  such 
persons  as  she  shall  think  proper,  to  the 
several   Offices  in   his  Majcsii/s  House- 
hold ;    and  to  dispose,  order,  and  ma" 
nage  all  other  muittrs  and  thint^s  relating 
to  the  care  of  his  Majesty's  Roi^al  Per- 
son, during  the (inte  aforesaid;  and  that, 
for  the  better  enabling   her  Majesty 
to  discharge  this  important  task,  it  is 
also  expedient  that  a  Council  shall  be 
appointed    to   advise   and    as-:i»t   her 
Majesty  in  the  several  matters  afore- 
said :    and  with  power,  from  time  to 
time,  as  they  may  see  cause,  to  exa- 
mine,  upon  oath,  the  Physicians  and 
others  attending  his  Majesty's  Per- 
son, touching  the  .state  ot'  his  Majes- 
ty's health,  and   all  matters  relative 
thereto. 
The  four  first  resolutirns  were  mo%'ed 
by   Mr.  Perceval,  on  Monday  last,  the 
31st  of  December ;    and  after  a  long  De- 
bate, were  carried  by  a  majority  of   16, 
there  being  22b  for  them  and  210  against 
them.     On  the  1st  inst;ant  the  Sth  Rt  solu- 
tion, was  moved  by  him,  and  was  lost,  by 
\'i  Tote.«,  there  being  22t3    for  -cin  amend- 
ment, moved  by   Loko  Gower,  and  3J5 
C 
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■Against  the  amendment;  which  was  as 
'ollows  :  to  leave  out  that  part  of  the  Re- 
solution, which  is  uislingiiishcd  by  italics, 
and  to  insert,  other  words  in  their  stead, 
so  that  the  Resolution  was,  when  passed, 
changed  into  this : 

That  it  is  the  opiiiioii  of  this  Commit- 
tee, That   the   care   of  his  Majesty's 
Royal  Person,  during  the  continuance 
of  his  MajcRiy's  iUntss,  sljall  be  com- 
mitted   to  the    care   of  the  Queen's 
Most  Excellent  Blajesty :  toL;ellier  uiih 
the  sole  direction  of  suck  portion  of  his 
Majtity's  Household  us  shall  he  dicined 
suitable  to  a  due  attendance  and  regard 
to  his  Royul  I'ersun;    and  that  for  the 
better  enabling   her  Majesty   to  dis- 
charge this  important  task,  it  is  also 
expedient  that  a  Council  shall  be  ap- 
pointed   to  advise  and  assist  her  Ma- 
jesty in  the  several  matters  aforesaid; 
■  and  with  power,  from  time  to  time, 
as  they  may  see  cause,  to  examine, 
upon  oath,  the  physichuis  and  others 
attending  his  Majesty's  person,  touch- 
ing the  state  of  his  Majesty's  health, 
and  all  matters  relative  thereto. 
Such   were   the  proceedings   thus   far. 
What  may  finally  be  the  fate  of  the  Re- 
solutions; how  they  may  fare  when  they 
come  to  be  embodied  into  a  Bill;    what 
they  will  have  to  encountt  r  in  the  House 
of  Lords;  this  cannot  yet  be  known  ;  but, 
thus  far  the  thing  has  g^one.     We  have  the 
project  before  us  ;    and,  though  it  should 
finally  fail,  nothing  can  do  away  the  in- 
tention.     That  is  beyond  the  power  of  re- 
tractation e<  disguise.     Let  us,  therefore, 
now  proceed  to  take  a  view  of  this  project, 
as  it  here  lies  before  us. 

The  First  RrsoLUTioN  is  exceptionable 
only  in  as  much  as  it  talks  of  limitations, 
and  as  it  implies  the  conferring  of  the 
piivvers  by  Bill  ijistead  of  by  Address,  and 
as  it  may  be  construed  to  mean,  tl»at  the 
two  Houses  of  Parliament  aloue  have  the 
right  of  appointing  ivho7n  tfiej/please  to  sup- 
ply the  place  of  the  King,  during  his  in- 
capacity. All  this,  however,  is  little  as  to 
the  substance.  There  is,  in  fact,  no  ques- 
tion as  to  ifho  shall  be  Regent ;  and,  though 
there  is  a  gooil  deal  to  be  said  as  to  the 
mode  of  proceeding,  as  to  the  mode  of 
cn-ferring  the  authority,  still  the  great 
question  is,  whcthf  r  the  authority  shall  be 
really  conferred  entire,  or  wiicther  it  shall 
be  p:ntly  withlicld  from  the  Regent; 

I'hc  Second  Resolution  withholds  from 
him  t!te  power  of  making  peers,  for  a  time 
to  be  limited,  except  in  cases  oi' singular 
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naval   or  military  achievements. As 

to  time,  there  is  no  argument  that  can  have 
any   weight  for  a  year,  which  will   not 
have  equal  weight  lor  any  longer  period. 
Such  arguments  have  been  attempted;  but 
thty    have  all    failed,   and,  indeed,   they, 
have  all  been   anticipated   and  answered 
by  me  long  enough  ago.— —I  have  shewn 
before,    that,    if  the    power   of    creating 
peers  ought  ever  to  exist  in  the  hands  of 
tlie  King,  it  ought  to  exist  in  the  hands  of 
the  Regent;  that,  to  withhold   the  power 
from  the   Regent,   is  to   declare,  in  acts, 
that  the  power  is  not  necessary  to  the  well- 
governing  of  the  nation  ;    and   that,  if  it 
is  unsafe  to  entrust  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
Prince,  who  is  now  48  years  of  age,  and 
who,  in  the  course  of  nature,  must  be  ex- 
pected soon  to  be  King,  the  inevitable  con- 
clusion   is,   that  it  is  a  power  that   ought 
nevei'  to  be  entrusted  to  the  King. — —Has 
this  objection  been  ansuered  ?   I  have  seen 
no  answer  to  it  at  all.      Nay,  I  have  seen 
no  attempt  to  answer  it.     What  said  Mr, 
Peroevai,  in   his  defence  of  this  part  of 
his  project?  The  following  is  given  in  the 
report  of  his  speech  of  the  31st  of  De- 
cember.     "  It  cannot  surely  be  gravely 
"  argued  that  any  serious  inconvenience  is 
*'  to  be  apprehended  from  withholding  the 
"  honours  of  peerage  for  twelve  months, 
"  when   it  is  recollected   that  during  the 
"  last  four  years,  excepting  for  naval  and 
"  military  services,  but  tivo  iierju  Peers  have 
"  been  created.      When  it  is  also  remem- 
"  bercd,  that  in  the  short  administration 
"  which   preceded    the   present,   no   less 
"  than  elevaiwa'e  added  to  the  number  of  the 
"  other  House,  it  is  obvious  that  this  is  a 
"  prerogative  which  may  be  converted  to 
"  purposes  of  an  ambiguous  nature ;  that  it  is  a 
"  power  which  may  possibly  be  abused."— 
Now  as  to  the  exception  with  regard  to 
Naval  and  Military  Ofhcers  who  may  per- 
form some  great  national  service,  what  does 
this  amount  to  ?  \Vhy  to  a  very  good  rea- 
son, if  it  be  worth  any  thing  at  uU,  for  taking 
from  the  King  for  ever  the  power  of  creat- 
ing any  peers   but  men   who  shall    hare 
performed  some  singular  Naval  or  Military 
service.     Besides,  who  is  to  be  the  judge 
of  the  nature   of  such  service?  Who   is  to 
say,  whether  it  be  si?;_gM/(^)- or  not  ?    Who 
is  to  have  the  final   determination  of  such 

a   question? But,  why   suiFer  him  to 

advance  Naval  and  Military  officers  rather 
than  any  body  else  ?  It  has  been  truly  ob- 
served by  some  one,  that  it  is  statesmen 
that  we  now  stand  in  need  of  more  than 
Naval  and  Military  officers.     The  latter. 
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from  the  state  of  the  war,  cannot  be  rea- 
sonably expected  to  have  any  occasion 
soon  offered  theiu  for  performing  wonder- 
ful and  singular  exploits,  such  as  those  of 
Lords  Gambier  and  Taluvera ;  whWe  ofstates' 
men,  if  to  save  a  sinking  nation  ;  if  to  rescue 
the  kingdom  from  the  greatest  danger  that 
everkin!;do:n  was  placed  in;  if  this  be  work 
that  calls  ibr  the  talents  of  statesmen,  of 
great  need  do  we  stand  of  them;  of  great 
need  do  we  stand  of  the  immediate  appli- 
cation of  their  talents;  and,  of  course,  if 
the  prerogative  of  making  peers  be  at  any 
time  necessary  as  a  mean  in  the  hands  of 
the  Sovereign  of  calling  such  talents 
into  exertion,  it  Would  be  necessary  in 
the  hands  of  the  Regent ;  and,  if  not 
necessary  then,  if  not  necessary  for  a 
year,  can  never  be  necessary  at  all. 
Can  Mu.  Perceval  discover  no- 
thing for  statesmen  to  do,  at  this  time  ? 
Does  he  look  upon  the  state  of  the  king- 
dom, whether  with  regard  to  its  domes- 
tic or  its  foreign  concerns,  as  being  so  pros- 
perous  as  to  require  the  application  of  no 
talents  and  exertions  of  a  kind  to  merit 
the  highest  reward  that  the  talents  and 
exertions  of  statesmen  can  receive  ?  Sup- 
pose some  one  were  to  discover  and  put  in 
practice  the  means  o{tran(jidilizmg  Ireland, 
and  of  rendering  an  army  unnecessary 
there ;  or,  of  putting  a  stop  to  the  further 
depreciation  of  money;  or,  of  giving  us  a 
constitutional  reform  of  parliament  and  unit- 
ing us  heart  and  hand  against  the  enemy; 
or,  of  making  peace  with  Napoleon  zvithotit 
disgrace  or  danger.  Would  not  such  a  man 
have  a  stronger  claim  to  the  gratitude  of 
the  nation,  and  to  the  highest  reward 
which  the  sovereign  has  to  bestow,  than 
any  Naval  or  Military  man  could  possibly 
have  ?  Where,  then,  is  the  reason  for  shut- 
ting such  a  person  out  from  the  peerage^ 
while  it  is  left  open  for  Naval  and  Military 

men  ?- But,  though  Mr.  Perceval  did 

not  observe,  there  is  ho  objection,  I  take 
it,  to  our  observing,  that  all  the  Naval 
and  Military  men,  now  in  actual  service, 
have  had  their  appointments  from  him  and 
his  predecessors  of  the  Pitt  school,  who 
have  had  the  making  of  all  appointments 
for  the  last  fxenty -six years ;  so  that,  what 
he  w'ould  be  willing  to  leave,  as  to  peer- 
ages, in  the  hands  of  tlie  Prince,  would 
be  the  promotion  to  the  rank  of  peers,  any 
men,  from  amongst  those,  vvho  have  in 
fact,  been  selected  by  himself  <vai\  his  party  ; 
which,  to  be  sure,  is  a  very  generous  and 
gracious  concession,  and,  to  which,  in  order 
to  round  the  proposition,  and  give  it  a  fi- 
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nishrd  turn,  there  really  does  appear 
nothing  wiinling  but  a  further  exception 
in  iiivour  ofthosti  candidates  for  the  peer- 
age, of  whom  Mr.  Perceval  and  Ids 
colleagues  might  think  proper  to  approve. 

He    says,  that  the  power  of  creating 

peers  may  be  abused;  and  he  couples  this 
with  an  observation,  that  no  less  than 
eleven  members  were  added  to  the  other 
flouse,  during  the  short  administration 
that  immediately  preceded  the  present, 
while  he  and  his  colleagues,  during  four 
years  (it  is  only  Sf)  have  added  but  tivo, 
excepting    Naval    and    Military   officers. 

1  do   not  recollect,  who    the  eleven 

new  peers  were  ;  but,  this  I  know  very 
well,  that,  one  ha  f  of  the  whole  House,  or 
thereabouts,  have  been  promoted  to  or  in 
the  peerage  by  him  and  his  predecessors 
of  the  same  party  and  school.  He  appears 
to  have  quite  overlooked  this  circumstance ; 
but,  it  is  a  very  material  one  for  the  peo- 
ple to  hear  in  mind ;  and,  if  they  pay  due 
attention  to  the  main  drift  of  his  argument,, 
they  will  clearly  see  what  is  the  real  ob- 
ject in  withholding'the  exercise  of  this  pre- 
,  rogative  from  the  Prince,  and,  the  seeing 
of  that  object  is  quite  enough  to  convince 
them,  that  the  prerogative  ought  not  to  be 

withheld. 1  shall  not,  here  enter  into  an 

inquiry  respecting  the  wisdom  or  justice 
of  the  practice  of  promoting  men  to  the 
peerage  merely  on  account  of  their  wealth. 
It  is,  perhaps,  a  very  nice  question  to  de- 
termine how  far  such  a  claim  to  the  peer- 
age ought  to  be  admitted.  But,  it  is  per- 
fectly notorious,  that  many  men  have 
been,  and  especially  since  the  power  of 
Mr.  Pitt  began  to  be  felt,  promoted  to 
the  peerage  upon  no  other  visible,  or  as- 
signable ground.  What  reason,  then,  can 
be  given  for  withholding  this  power  from 
the  Prince  ?  Royal  favour  has  flowed  all 
in  one  channel  for  an  uninterrupted  series 
of  26  years  ;  and  is  there  not,  therefore,  rea- 
son to  suppose,  that  it  might  nowwith  pro- 
priety flow  in  the  of/«ercAewn<r/.?  If  the  Prince 
were  Regent  «nly  for  six  months,  or  for 
one  month,  is  it  likely  that  he  would  do 
much  mischief  in  selecting  men  from  the 
party  opposed  to  the  Pittites  to  promote 
to  the  peerage  .''  What  harm  could  arise 
from  his  causing  the  Royal  favour  to  flow 
in  a  new  direction  for  a  short  space  of  time  ? 
And,  if  you  suppose,  that  the  King  will 
never  resume  his  functions,  there  is,  at 
once,  an  end  of  Mr.  Perceval's  reason- 
ing ;  unless  he  will  go  the  length  of  re- 
fusing, in  future,  the  power  of  the  peerage 
creation,  to  the  King  as  well  as  to  the 
C  2 
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-There  is  one  more  point,  and 


ihat,  too,  a Jmittin^  of  a  practical  iliU!>tia- 
tion  that  all  the  world  will  understand. — 
Who  is  the  Prince  to  have  for  a  Lord 
Chancellor  ?  "  I^ord  Erskiiie,  to  be  sure." 
.— — Aye.  with  all  our  hearts  ;  but  who  is 
to  insure  Lord  lirkine's  lifi  for  a  year  ? 
Who  is  to  make  luiii  lire  and   make   him 

Kell  for  a  year? Oh!     there  is   Lord 

lEldon,  ox,  who  may  do  full  as  well,  thert' 
is  Lord  Red.sdale,  or  Lord  Ellenhorou^h 
(for  a  Chief  Justice  maj'>  as  used  to  be 
the  case,,  exist  wiihout  a  peerage) ;  so  tluu 
the  Prince  would  have  Jree  liberty  to 
choose  his  Lord  Chaurellor.  would  b-^ 
ijui'.e  at  libcrtj/  to  rhoose  the  pcrs(>n  bighes' 
in  office  undsr  h.ni,  would  have  inrfect 
freedom  to  clioose  tlic  •'  kc  per  of  his 
"secrets  and  his  CONSCIKNCE"  fiom 
amongs'  those  who  had  been  promcved 
to  the  peerage  ^-y  Mr.  Viit  ;tnd   Mr.  Ad- 

diugton! J>ijtj    after    all,   e  en    ihest 

men,  however  p've.  and  peri'ect  as  hu  .  an 
l)eing>=.  are  not  v  mortal,  'iiiey  ioo  mi  ht 
die,  or  they  mi^'  '  become  incapable  of 
pertbrming  tiis  functions  of  Chanoellor. 
What  would  the  Prince  then  do?  He 
might,  t"  be  ?ure,  make  any  ' odtj  Chancel- 
lor, an.<  the  House  of  Lords  might  choose 
n  S|)  ^aker  ;  but,  why  should  this  be  ?  f^Aj^ 
shouhl  ht  not  hav:'  the  power  of  addirgr 
one  Lawyer  to  the  nurn'or  of  the  pee.s  r 
is  he  less  capable  of  jndging  r.s  to  who 
ought  to  be  promoted  than  his  fatlier 
xvas  ?  Is  he  more  likely  to  be  dectivcd 
by  evil  counsellors?  Has  he  less  capa- 
city ;  is  he  Ips  ■  vy.ialified  for  the  office  of 
sovereign  ;  or,  is  (here  any  fact  that,  can 
be  stated  that  warrants  a  suspicion  that 
he  would  abuse  his  trust,  a  suspicion  that 
would  and  must  ba  conveyed  in  any  rc- 
STriction  of  any  sort  that  should  be  im- 
posed upon  him,  and  thai  was  not  imposed 
xipon  his  father.  To  i;  pose  such  restric- 
tion i>,  in  itself,  a  maik  of  degradation, 
pud  must  be  a  cause  of  iveakness  ;  and, 
for  the  adopting  of  such  a  measure  the 
reader  will.  I  am  s?.tisfi;d,  not  be  nble  to 
discover  the  smailest  reason,  oi  er  than 
that  reason  wliich  the  peoj.le,  with  heart 
and  voice,  ought  to  join  in  rejecting ; 
that  is  to  say,  that  his  having  the  poAcr 
to  create  peers  would  strongly  tend  to 
rnable  him  to  disre.;"ri!  the  opposition  of 
those,  who  now  contend  for  the  restriction, 
and  to  carry  into  execution  measures  for 
clianging  that  fystem,  upon  which  they 
and  tlicir  predecessors  h'lve,  invariably 
rtcted  for  the  last  2f)  years,  and  of  which 
system  the  country  is  now,  in  so  many 
?rays,  feeling  the  fatal  cflects. 
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To  the  Third  Resolution,  which  pre- 
vents the  Prince,  for  the  hieiided  year, 
from  granting  any  cflice  whatevrr.  in 
reversion,  and  frotn  granting  any  Qpice,  or 
salary,  or,  pension,  f>>T  othtrt'  rin  Vmr.  dar- 
ing the  KING'S  PH'ASURE,  excej;^  such 
offices  as  are  by  lazv  to  be  t  ranted  toi  life 
during  good  behaviour;  to  ibis  resbltition 
almost  all   the   a-guments  aeain<t   the  so 

cond    Resoluiioti    equally     apply. Of 

f^rants  in  rcf-TAJow  it  is  hardly  necessary 
forme  to  sav,  th<!t  Iain  i\o  advocate; 
but,  such  has  been  ttie  profusion  oi  these 
trranis,  »hnt  thePiinee,  uidess  he  meant 
to  gi' e  cilices  to  chWdrn^t 'he  Jather.i  of 
whom  ave  f>ot  yet  horn,  W'.uld  tind  very 
I'ttle  ro  m  for  the  exercise  of  his  power 
in  tin>  waJ^  Therefore,  1  should  be  very 
wt'linj^  'o  prevent  him  from  taking  away 
th'  jjairouage  of  ^«  natural  succchsor,  it) 
in  the  same  bill,  provision  t>e  made,  that 
the  King,  if  he  ever  should  recover,  shall 
not  grtiiU  any  more  reversions;  shall 
not  any  further  grant  away  the  patron- 
age ih  it  would  iall  to  the  I'rincc  or  his 
heir,  in  due  ccurse  of  time.  Fui,  is  it 
not  a  iiide  too  hard  upon  him,  that  he 
should  be  bound  up  from  granting  away 
vvha*^  would  naturally  Iall  into  his  hands, 
while  tlie  way  is  left  open  for  his  f  ither, 
in  case  of  a  resumption  of  his  .^ower, 
to  grant  away  that- which  would  naturally 
fall  into  the  hands  of  hi^  ron  r— — This 
pro;.osition  is  the  more  str  kingly  unjust 
as  coming  almost  immetia'ely  after  the 
struggles  of  Hiis  same  Mu.  Perceval  to 
kefp  the  power  of  ^ranting  rever  ions  in 
ihe  hands  of  the  King.  It  is  well  known, 
that  Bill  ai"'.ei  iJiil  have  been  brought  into 
ilie  Hou-ie  of  Commons,  have  passed  there, 
ind  have  been  rejected  by  the  Lords,  the 
object  of  which  Bills  was  to  prevent  the 
King  from  making  any  more  grants  of 
offices  in  rt  verdon  ;  that  is  to  say,  from 
granting  away  nyiy  more  of  those  things 
that  would  naturally  fall  into  the  hands  of 
i.is  successor.  To  these  Bills  Mr.  Perce- 
val made  constant  and  persevering  resist- 
ance. He  represented  the  power  of 
granting  reversions  as  necessaiy  to  (he 
maintenance  of  the  Crown;  but,  now  he 
would  ivithhold  from  the  Regent,  though 
that  Regent  is  the  person,  into  wdiose 
hands  the  grants  would  naturally  fall,  if 
not  made  in  reversion. 1  before  ob- 
served upon  the  measure  of  withholding 
'h'  power  of  granting  zny  place  or  pensiort 
i\jr  life.  Why  should  it  be  adopted  ? 
Suppose  Lord  AnDfiN  were  to  die  and  his 
sinecure.p,li^ce,  of  twenty  thftysand  pounds 
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a  year,  were  to  fall  into  th«  hands  of  Mr. 
pERCEVAi.,  who  has  the  snug  reversion  of 
it;  and  suppose  that  Mr.  Perceval,  by 
some  mishap,  were  to  go  off'  also.  Here, 
if  the  place  were  still  left  in  existence, 
would  be  a  good  thing  to  give  away;  and 
u//j/ should  not  the  Prince  have  the  giving 
of  it?  Is  he  not  as  well  qualified  to  choose 
a  person  for  the  office  as  the  King  would 

be,  if  the   latter  should  recover  r But, 

the  limitation  is  to  go  furtlier.  It  is  to 
prevent  him  from  granting  any  pc?7Sww,  any 
office,  any  salary,  except  for  during  th: 
King's  pleasure;  so  that,  any  person  lliu 
appointed,  or  granted  to,  woni.i  be  liable 
to  be  ilisplaced  or  h»vp  his  neiision  laken 
away,  at  aiiy  moment,  when  the  Kin-, 
migiit  vecovrr;  and  that  the  thing  wouUi 
acui'd/y  b:  I'ons  there  can  be  very  little 
doubt,  if  we  S'I'mh  ?f  that  the  Ki.g  would 
take  for  his  iiuvisers  those,  who  would 
have  been  in  opposition  to  th"  Prince. 
— — Thus,  then,  ont  of  two  things  mtast 
becnme  clear  to  the  people:  either  that 
this  power  bc;ingwi;liheld  froin  the  Prince, 
must  shackle  avl  Xvaikcn  his  govcviMent,  or 
that  the  power  is  never  necessary  (n  the  due 
dischiriie  -f  the  Kingly  office. -Bat,  in- 
deed the  ^  !  c.n  be  no  d'ubT;  al  ail  ?.s  to 
the  r-id  object  oi  this  intended  restriciion. 
When  the  c  aeration  of  it  is  tiiusi  pointed 
out,  tht;;.;  --J  no  man  so  dull  as  not  clearly 
to  perceive  the  motive  for  imnosing  it. 
There  is  no  man  who  Tnu5tt  not  see,  'hat  to 
nake  the  Ki  •,!,  in  caseof  his  recovery,  the 
judge  of  whetiitr  the  grants  made  by  the 
Prince  should,  or  should  not,  s'.and  good, 
is  to  7}uike  fiic  Princs  as  much  as  possible  de- 
pendent npon  those  tvho  propose  such  restric- 
tions, and,  for  one  year,  at  lea-t,  to  pr«- 
vtiit  him  from  making  any  material 
change  in  that  system,  which  has  brought 
us  inij  our  present  situation. 

The  Fourth  Resolution  takes  from 
the  Prince  all  nciwer  over  the  King's  real 
or  personal  estate,  e.\xept  as  far  as  may  re- 
late to  the  reneivins  of  leases. ISow  the 

real  estate  of  the  King  is,  in  fact,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  people  at  large,  to  whose 
account,  in  the  annual  statemcMi's  laid  be- 
fore Parliament,  the  proceeds  (such  as  they 
are)  are  brought.  And.  why  should  not 
the  Prince  of  Wales  be  allowed  to  make 
grants  of  «eit' /ffl'5.j  of  Crown  Lands?  Is  it 
likely,  that  he  would  grant  them  away 
improperly  ?  Is  not  he  as  fit  to  have  autho- 
rity of  this  ."sort  as  those  were  who  granted 
the  Lease  to  Colonel  Gordon,  at  Chelsea? 
And,  as  to  the  personal  Estate  of  the  King, 
that  being  supposed  to  be  enjoyed  for  the 
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public  benefit,  why  should  he  not  have  the 
same  power  over  it  that  the   King  had  ? 

There  is  no  reason  that  can  be  urged, 

except  that  of  su'ypivion  of  the  Piince's 
character  and  views;  and  this,  though  not 
openly  avowed,  is  what  is  conveyed  in 
every  one  of  the  limitations,  which  it  has 
been  intended  to  be  imposed  upon  him, 
but  which  intention  will  not,  I  trust,  be 
put  in  execution. 

The  subject  of  the  Fifth  Resolution 
was  so  fully  discussed  by  me,  from  page 
I3I3  to  pagf-  1327,  that  I  have  very  little 
to  add  to  wnat  was  then  said.  There  was, 
in  the  Debate  upon  .he  subject,  which 
iook  place  on  the  firt  ii. slant,  n  tiling, 
worth  n-^tlce,  urged  in  defence  of  such  a 
proposition.  Indeed  it  was  impi  ssible  to 
assign  any  rea'^on  for  leaving  i6  Lords  to 
be  removet'^  or  Ciintinued  or  ..ppouited  by 
the  Queen  and  a  Council,  and  leaving  all  the 
vast  influ<  nee  of  the  Household  Kxpendi- 
ture  in  the  same  hands;  it  w  s  impossi- 
ble to  assign  any  reason  for  this,  other  than 
that  of  keeping  so  much  of  t  >e  kingly 
power  in  the  hanr's  of  such  Council,  which 
Council,  pe  it  v/eli  <ibserved,  is  to  bf  (if  at 
all)  appointed  iti  the  Regency  Bill,  that  is 
to  say  ol  course,  hy  the  same  persons  who 
propose  and  support  the  ristr/ctions.  And,  for 
/A/.v:^urpose,  'tie  pe-  pit-  were  to  '>e  taxed  to 
provide  a  separate  regal  es'ablishmeiit  for 
the  Prince,  during  the  time  tint,  he  should 

be  liegent ! This  was  the  grand  stroke 

of  all.  This  seems  to  have  been  intended 
for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  what  length 
things  could  be  pushed  against  the  Prince. 

Indeed,  the    Courier  of  the  31st  of 

December,  pretty  plainly  said, that  the  most 
"  glorious  periods  of  our  history  are  those 
"  in  which  females  have  reigned,  and 
"  MANY  PERSONS  doubt,  whether,  as 
■  "  a  question  of  right,  or  of  expedience,  THE 
"QUEEN  WITH  A  COUNCIL,  would 
"  not  form  the  most  const ttutionul  and  aus- 

"  picious  Regency." After  reading  this' 

passage,  and  considering  the  source 
whence  it  comes,  the  reader  can  en- 
tertain  very    little    doubt  as  to    the  real 

object   of  the  measure   in    question. 

Tl'.is  venal  man  was,  you  see,  preparing 
the  way  for  a  defence  of  even  a  more  bold 
attempt  than  that  of  the  measure  itself. 
He  was  sharpening  his  mercenary  pen  for 
a  defence  of  keeping  the  whole  of  the 
Kint;ly  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Queen 
and  a  Council ;  that  is  to  say,  in  the  hands 

of  the  present  ministers  ! -But,  here  wc 

see,  fairly  let  out,  the  true  grounds,  upon 
which  these  venal  and  corrupt  writers  have 


S7]  POLITICAL  REGISTER— ne  Ue^mcy. 


[28 


failed  for  restiictions.  "  The  Prince  of 
/  Wales,  it  is  believed,  intends  to  change  all 
'  the  King's  servants  and  Aw  whole  sj/stem." 
——Mind,  they  call  it  his  system.  They 
do  not  call  it  the  minister's  system.  What- 
ever there  is  odious  or  ruinous  in  the  sys- 
teift  is  to  full  upon  the  King,  for  whom 
these  corrupt  writers,  and  publishers  in  all 
shapes,  are  professing  such  a  tender  regard 

and  concern. But,  we  will  not  have  it 

so.  We  will  have  it  to  be  the  system  of 
the  persons,  by  whom  the  King  has,  un- 
fortunately, been  advised  for  the  last  26 
years  ;  and  then  we  will  say  let  it  in  God's 
name  he  changed ;  and  all  the  people  will 
say  Amen.  Why,  this  is  the  very  reason 
that  the  people  wish  the  Prince  of  Wales 
to  have  full  powers.  Does  any  one  be- 
lieve;  that  I.  or  that  any  man  who  has 
the  good  of  the  country  at  heart,  can 
want  to  see  a  mere  change  of  ministri/,  in 
the  old  way  ?  Oh,  no  !  we  want  to  see  no 
such  thing.  We  want  to  see  a  change  of 
the  whole  system  ;  a  radical  and  a  sweeping 
change  of  it ;  and,  it  is  because  we  hope, 
that  such  a  change  would  be  the  conse- 
<]uence  of  giving  full  powers  to  the  Prince, 
that  we  wish  to  see  full  powers  given  to 
him.  And,  is  not  the  Prince  of  Wales  as 
likely  to  be  able  to  judge  of  political 
systems  as  his  father,  afflicted  as  the 
latter  unhappily  has  been,  in  more  ways 
than  one,  and  bent  down  with  age  as  he 
now  is?  Is  not  the  Prince  as  likely  to  be 
able  to  choose  proper  advisers  as  his  father 
Tvas,  or  ever  can  be  ?  What  a  monstrous 
thing  to  suppose  that  he  is  not  ?  And,  why, 
then,  should  power  of  any  sort,  belonging 
to  the  Kingly  office,  be  withheld  from 
him,  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  is  called 
upon  to  exercise  that  office  ? 

There  was  an  argument  of  Mr.  Perce- 
val, in  the  passage  above-quoted  from  his 
speech,  which  applied  generally  to  all 
the  restrictions  proposed.  "  We  may 
•'  feel,"  said  he,  "  some  iurprite  that  they, 
^'  who  in  their  warm  attachment  to  the 
*'  doctrines  of  liberty,  assert  that  all  power 
*'  is  a  trust,  should  be,  on  this  occasion,  so 
'*  fearful  of  diminishing  the  power  of  the  Exe- 
"  cutite,  or  of  lessening  the  cliecks  and  restric- 
"  tions  upon  the  exercise  of  its  authority." 
——This,  as  thus  given  in  the  published 
report,  is  a  fallacy.— —It  is  not  proposed 
«'  to  diminish  the  pow«r  of  the  Executive  :" 
it  is,  by  the  resolutions,  proposed  to  divide 
it.  It  is  proposed,  indeed,  to  make  an 
addition  in  a  new  establishment  for  the 
Prince.  No  diminution  at  all  is  proposed. 
If,  indeed,  he  had  proposed  to  takeaway  for 


ever  the  power  in  the  Crown,  to  make  peers, 
to  grant  offices  in  reversion,  to  grant  pen- 
sions and  places  for  life,  to  grant  fees  or 
leases  of  crown-lands,  and  to  appoint  Lords 
of  the  Houshoid ;  if  he  had  made  such  a 
proposition,  the  point  at  issue  would  have 
been  wholly  different.  But,  no  such  thing 
does  he  propose  :  he  proposes,  that  all  the 
powers  and  emoluments,  and  all  the  cost 
to  the  people,  shall  still  exist ;  and  that  a 
part  of  the  power  and  money  shall  be 
withheld  from  the  Prince,  who  is  to  exer- 
cise the  office  of  King,  and  shall  be  kept  in 
the  hands  of  the  Queen  and  a  Council,  which 
Council  he  proposes  to  be  appointed  by  the 
same  persons  who  are  for  tuithholding  the 
poioers  and  money  from  the  Prince,  and  as 
to  Wit>  would  compose  such  Council  there 
can,  therefore,  be  liitle  difficulty  in  guess- 
ing.  The     question,  therefore,   which 

he  puts  to  the  Friends  of  Freedom,  is,  not 
whether  the  povjers  of  the  Croiun  shall  be  di- 
minished ;  but,  whether  they  shall  be  divided 
between  the  Prince  and  those  who  are  proposing 
and  supporting  the  intended  restrictions.  Th is 
is  the  question,  upon  which  the  friends  of 
freedom  are  called  upon  to  decide ;  and 
they  must  be  the  most  inconsistent  of  all 
mortals,  if  they  hesitated,  for  one  mo- 
ment, in  deciding  in  favour  of  the  Prince, 
especially  when  they  are  told,  that  the 
great  reason  for  withholding  power  from 
him,  is,  to  prevent  him  from  being  able  to 
effect  a  change  of  systein,  to  prevent  him 
from  being  able,  though  he  might  be  will- 
ing, to  do  any  of  those  things,  for  which 
they  have,  for  so  many  years,  been  peti- 
tioning in,  vain.  In  these  petitions,  and  in 
the  language  of  Cwq  friends  of  freedom,  Mr. 
Perceval  will  find  no  desire  expressed  to 
diminish  the  prerogatives  of  the  Croiiin, 
These  prerogatives  are  part  of  the  legiti- 
mate powers  of  the  King.  They  are  such 
as  the  constitution  of  England  sanctions. 
The  friends  of  freedom  have  complained  of 
CORRUPT  INFLUENCE;  they  have 
complained  of  that  which  the  constitution 
and  the  laws  stigmatize  and  abhor;  and, 
one  of  their  grounds  of  complaint  always 
has  been,  that  this  Corrupt  Injiuence  is  hos- 
tile to  the  just  prerogatives  of  the  King  as 
well  as  to  the  freedom  of  his  people.  This 
has  always  been    the    language    of    th© 

friends    of    freedom. The  friends    of 

freedom  have  no  jealousy  of  the  Prince  ; 
they  have  no  suspicions  of  him ;  he  has 
never  done  any  thing  to  make  them  sus- 
pect to  find  in  him  an  enemy  to  their 
just  demands.  There  may  be  men  who 
have  so  treated  him  as  to  have  a  natural 
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dread  of  seeing  him  invested  with  ail  Uie 
Kingly  powers' ;  but  the  friends  of  frerdom 
have  never  treared  hini  in  a  wny  thnt  can 
inspire  them  with  any  such  dre;id.  They 
can  see,  in  none  of  his  actions  or  words, 
any  tav.se  for  fearing  that  he  would  use 
his  powers  against  them  ;  and,  in  the  hos- 
tility  ioiourds  him  shown  by  their  enemies, 
they  think  they  perceive  no  very  weak 
grounds  to  hope  that  he  would  prove  him- 
self their  friend.  This  is  the  view  that  the 
friend  of  freedom  take  of  the  matter.  These 
are  the  principles  by  which  they  are  ac- 
tuated ;  and,  whatever  the  venal  and  cor- 
rupt writ^jrs,  of  all  sorts  and  in  all  shapes, 
may  think;  however  sure  they  may  be- 
lieve themselves  of  having /^e  peo/j/e  with 
them  ;  they  will  soon  find,  that  the  whole 
nation  is  with  the  Prince,  and  that,  too, 
upcn  this  very  ground,  namely,  that  bis 
having  full  powers  will  enable  him  to  af- 
fect a  radical  change  of  system;  a  complete 
and  total  change  of  that  system,  which 
has  existed  for  the  last  26  years,  and  which 
hasbroughtthe  country  into  a  state,  whichj 
on  all  hands,  is  acknowledged  to  be  one 
from  which  it  has  only  a  chance  of  escap- 
ing without  being  subdued  by  a  foreign 
enemy. 

This  leads  me  to  notice,  by  way  of  con- 
clusion, a  sort  of  epitode,  which  arose  and 
became  of  great  importance  in  the  debates 
of  the  1st  and  2nd  instant,  relative  to  the 

public  character  of  Mr.  Pitt.- In  the 

proposing  and  supporting  of  the  Resolu- 
tions, on  the  former  day,  the  precedent,  as 
it  is  called,  of  1788,  was  urged,  and,  in 
order  to  give  xveight  to  that  precedent,  the 
name  of  its  author,  Mr.  Pitt,  was  intro- 
duced, accompanied  with  an  eulogium  upon 
his  character  as  a  statesman. Sir  Sa- 
muel RoMiLLY  spoke  against  the  Resolu- 
tions, and,  in  answering  that  part  of  the 
argument  which  was  built  upon  the  prece- 
dent of  17S8,  he  also,  in  answer  to  what 
had  been  said  of  its  author,  observed,  that 
he  could  see  no  good  reason  for  thinking 
Mr.  Pitt  «  great  man.  A  deriding  shout 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House  called 
from  him,  in  his  mild  and  dignified  man- 
ner, an  observation,  that  those  who  dif- 
fered from  him  in  opinion  would  bet- 
ter consult  the  credit  of  the  character  they 
were  so  zealous  in  supporting,  by  citing 
any  one  instance,  in  which  Mr.  Pitt  had 
proved  himself  a  great  man  by  being  the 
author  of  measures  that  had  produced  bene- 

fit  to   his   country. The   Morning  Post 

says,  that  Mr.  Wilberfobce  answered  it 
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thu^  : — "  That  tiiroughout  the  course  of 
*•  a  long  public  life,  it  had  been  maiked 
"  by  more  oiforgetfulnessfor  Ins  own  .mua-' 
"  tion,  by  more  oi  veneration  and  regard  far 
"  his  country  and  for  the  general  interests  of 
"  the  world,  than  any  other  man  placed 
"in  a  similar  situation.  Me  had  there- 
"  fore  experienced  much  of  pain,  t<* 
"  find  that  the  hbn.  and  learned  gentle- 
"  man  should  have  thought  it  necessary 
"  to  rake  vp  the  ashes  of  that  great  man, 
"  in  order  to  pass  a  fiteting  censure  upon 
"  his  memory.  It  was  not  however  the 
"  testimony  of  his  (Mr.  W.'s)  sentiments, 
"  that  could  rescue  his  character  from 
"  aspersions  so  unmerited,  that  testimony 
"  was  recorded  in  the  minds  of  his  coun- 
"  try  men,  his  public  actions  were  before 
"  the  world,  and  those  urre  best  able  to 
"jud^e  of  him  loho  knetu  him  best ;  but  his 
"  character  would  be  done  justice  to  by 
"future  historians,  as  indeed  it  had  been  by 

"  the  historian  of  the  day." Now,  what 

ansiirr  was  this  ?  What  was  there  here 
to  oppose  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  ?  What  was 
there  here  to  show,  that  his  opinion  was 
not  well-founded  ?  What  was  all  this 
general  talk  about  forgetfulness  of  his  own 
situation,  veneration  for  his  country,  love 
of  mankind  ?  What  was  this  ?  Why  did 
not  this  defender  of  Mr.  Pitt's  character 
give  the  instance  which  Sir  Samuel  Ro- 
milly called  for  ?  Mr.  Wiiberforce  ought 
to  be  very  faniiliar  with  all  the  instances 
to  be  referred  to,  having  been  his  7nost 
constant  supporter.  Why,  then,  did  he  not 
give  the  single  instance,  in  which  he 
adopted  a  measure,  which  had  proved 
beneficial  to  England  ?  The  reason  is 
plain ;  for,  it  is  not  to  be  believed,  that 

he  would  not  have  done  it,  if  he  could. > 

Instead  of  such  instance ;  instead  of  proof 
that  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  was  wrong  in 
his  opinion ;  instead  of  proof  that  Mr. 
Pitt  was  a  great  man;  we  are,  forsooth, 
to  be  conterit  with  Mr.  Wilberforce's  as- 
sertion, that  "  those  were  best  able  to  Judge 
"  of  Mr.  Pitt  ivho  knew  him  best."  Oh, 
no !  Mr.  Wiiberforce  ;  we  shall  not 
yield  to  this.  Those  are  best  able  to 
judge  of  him,  who  are  best  able  to  ascertain 
and  to  estimate  the  effects  of  his  measures. 
These  are  the  persons  best  able  to  judge, 
whether  he  ought  to  be  called  a  great  ?nan 
or  not.  W^e  shall  not  take  his  character 
from  those  who  dined  and  drank  with  him; 
Ohj'no  !  nor  from  those  "  historians  of  the 
"  day,"  though  they  may  be  Police  Ma- 
gistrates, and  thought,  by  some  perv*or.'s^ 
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worthy  of  pensions,  paid  out  of  the  public 
money.  We  shall  not  pin  our  faith  upon 
such  sleeves,  I  assure  you.  We  have  his 
acts  before  u.,  and  th*^.  fruit  of  his  acts. 
We  have  the  Statute-Book;  we  have  the 
Paper-monei/ ;  vve  have  ihe  million  of  p'ni- 
pers ;  we  have  the;  state  of  Ireland;  we 
have  the  Conquests  of  France.  We  havu  all 
these  before  'k,  i  >  ',  wiih  these  before  us, 
we  shall  not  ask  the  ch  iracter  of  Mr.  Piu 
Irom  Messrs.  B  yd  and  Benfield,  or  fro.n 
Mr.Tiion'asS'ePie,  or  from  Mr.  VillitTs^or 
Mr.  Hunt,  or  even  from  Lord  Melville,  or 
C.Rfise,or  Mr  Canning  or  Mr.  Hu^kisson. 
Allinest'  \vc'-i  .\tiioMgbt  he  most  intimately 
acquai  ttt  i  wi  h  Mr.  Pitt;  they,  therefore, 
according  to  Mr.  Wilberforce's  notion, 
knew  hi'ii  IksI;  but,  we  shall  not,  for  that 
reason,  tru.^t  to  their  judgment  upon  the 
subject,  when  we  have  all  the  acts  of  the 
man  before  us,  and  while  we  feel  so  griev- 
ously the  consequences  of  these  acts. 
Those  are  the  best  able  to  judge  of  Mr. 
Pitt  who  feel  the  Assessed  Taxes,  the  In- 
come Tax :  and  wlio,  according  to  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Huskisson  get  Jifteen 
shillini^s  in  t/iepotind  for  their  money  in  the 
funds.  These  are  the  persons  to  judge  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  not  those  who  dined  and 
drank  with  him,  and  who  got  titles  and 
places  and  grants  and  pensions  and  other  good 
things,  which,  though  not  of  a  direct  sort, 
are  not  the  less  gratifying  to  some  people, 
or  less  likely  to  warp  men's  judgment. 
Oh,  no!  Mr.  Wilberforce,  we  shall,  I  as- 
sure you,  take  his  character  from  persons 
of  this  description  ;  but,  shall  judge  from 
facts,  facts  which  we  are  all  acquainted 
with,  and  that  no  man  can  now  disguise 
from  us. In  the  debate  of  the  2Qd  in- 
stant this  topic  was  revived  by  Mr.  Can- 
ning, who  having  t;\ken  24  hours  to  col- 
lect his  materials,  took  occasion  (amidst 
loud  crif  J  of  question)  to  come  out  with 
what  some  people  call  an  eloquent  eulogium 
on  Mr.  Pitt,  during  which,  as  the  news- 
papers sav,  he  charged  Sir  Samuel  Romilly 
with  havmg  calumniated  the   character  of 

his  dear  departed  friend. Sir  Samuel 

Romillv,  whose  answer  is  said  to  have 
been  mo-t  admirable,  coolly  told  hinj,  tb  it 
he  would  better  have  consulted  the  credit 
of  his  departed  friend's  memory,  if  he  had 


pointed  out  07ie  single  act  of  his  b^  which 
England  or  ani/  part  of  mankind  had  been 
hetuficd.  Sir  Francis  Burdett  followed; 
and,  *hough  I  do  not  see  his  spef  ch  re- 
ported, I  am  t^iite  sure,  that  he  did  not  fail 
to  point  ou'-  acts  on'^'.gh,  of  the  "  }>reai 
"  911(111,"  which  had  b^en  a  cruel  scourge  ti> 

England   and    to    mankind. 1  have  not 

room  for  a  quarter  partof  whati  wish  to  say 
upon  this  subject ;  but,  I  will  return  to  it  ii» 
•iiy  next;  though  1  cannot  even  now  for- 
bear to  notice  what  is  said  to  have  fallen 
from  Mr.  Ponsonby;  namely,  that  he  and 
those  with  whom  he  acted  (I  was  in  hopes 
that  this  sort  of  acting  was  over)  disclaimed 
attacks  upon  Mr.  Pitt's  character.  What ! 
do  they  then  mean  to  cling  to  the  sys- 
tem? I  want  no  other  ^esMhan  this;  and 
ob.serve,  that  this  was  said  too  (if  it  was 
said)  during  a  discussion  in  which  Mr. 
Pitt's  character  as  a  statesman  had  been 
brought  forward  to  give  'weight  to  a  prece- 
dent which  was  urged  in  order  to  cramp 
the  power  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and, 
which  is  still  stionger,  agninst  which  pre- 
cedent the  Prince  had  himself  protested  at 
the  time!  I  can  hardly  believe,  that  this 
wassail  by  Mr.  Ponsonby;  but,  if  it  was 
said,  and  said  deliberately  and  with  the 
concurrence  of  his  party,  I  am  quite  sure 
that  the  designs  of  that  party,  be  they  who 
they  may,  are  hostile  to  the  interests  of 
the  people  of  England.  The  people  are 
greatly  indebted  to  Sir  Samuel  Romilly 
for  having  stood  forward  in  defence  of  their 
character  upon  this  occasion  ;  for,  if  they 
deserved  what  they  received  at  the  h-^rtos 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  how  is  it  possible  to  find 
terms  sufficiently  degrading  to  describe 
them.  The  more  that  man's  character  is 
discussed  the  better.  It  is  vitally  essen- 
tial that  it  should  be  brought  to  its  proper 
level.  Discussion,  if  free,  will  brinsr  out 
truth,  and  truth  is  al  I  we  want.  What 
disgrace,  what  misery,  what  incalculable 
mischiefs  would  England  never  have 
known  if  Mr.  Pitt  had  died  the  day  after 
he  virst became  minister!  But,  I  have  no 
room,  and  must,  therefore,  postpone  all 
further  observation  till  my  next. 

W^.  COBBETT. 
State  Prison,  Newgate, 
Friday,  ^thJan.  1811. 
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"  The  defeot  of  Represeiitatidn  is  the  National  Disease  ;  and,    unless  you  apply  a  Remc-ilr  directlf 

"  to  that  Disease,  you  must  inevitably  take  tht-  consequences,'  with  which  it  is  pregnant. Without  a 

*•■  Pailiamentary  Reform  the  Nation  will  be  plunge  1  into  new  wars  ;  without  a  Parliamentary  Reform, 
*'  you  cannot  be  safe  against  bad  Ministers,  nor  can  ever  g,ooil  Ministers  be  of  use  to  j'oii.  ^lo  kuntst 
"  man,  can,  according  to  the  present  system,  co/iilnue  Mjn;,ster."~ — Mr.  IJi it's  SPFtca,  in  the  Hou.«i 
of  Commons,  178 '2.     , 
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The  Regency. Before  I  proceed  to 

notice  the  .slate,  into  vihich  the  project  of 
Limitations  has  been  brouglit  by  llie  tlc- 
batps,  which  have,  since  the  let  of  January, 
taken  pluca  in  the  House  of  Lords,  I  shali 
return  to  the  subject  oTMr.  Pitt's  public 
CHARACTEii,  upon  which  I  had  not  room 
fully,  lo  otTer  iny  remaiks  at  the  close  of 

the  last  Number. -This  subject,  though 

it  arose  iiKidcntall-j,  in  the  debate  in  (he 
House  of  Cominonit,  on  the  1st  inst.  is  one 
of  the  greatest  iaipoi  lance  to  the  country  ; 
of  more  importance  than  the  nature  of  the 
Regency  itself,  because  in  this  rjuestion  of 
the  PUBLIC  CHAUACTEii.  OF  Mu.  PiTT  ij  in- 
volved the  question,  whether  his  sj/siein  is 
still  to  be  persevered  in,  or  not,  by  those 
who  are  now  looking  to  office  and  power. 
This  is,  in  a  word,  the  TEST.  It  cannot 
be  blinked.  It  must  be  met,  fully  can- 
vassed, and  clearly  settled  ;  and,  accord- 
ingly as  it  is  decided  ;  accordingly  as  men 
are  for  this  character,  or  against,  will  be, 
and  must  be  the  opinions,  the  hopes  or  the 
suspicions  of  the  people,  with  regard  to  those 

men. Sir  Samuel  Romilly  has  been 

accused  of  raking  up  the  ashes  of  the  dead. 
How  is  this  charise  made  oul  ?  It  uas  not 
he  who  raked  them  up.  It  was  they  who 
first  brought  fortuard  Mr.  Pittas  name  ;  and, 
who  not  only  brought  forward  his  name, 
but  who  urged  it  as  an  argument  ia  suppi^rt 
of  the  proposition,  which  Sir  Samuel  Ro- 
milly had  to  oppose.  Their  reasoning 
was  this  :  "  We  build  our  propositions  for 
"  limiting  the  powers  of  the  Regent  upon 
"  the  precedent  of  1738;  and  tliat  that 
"  was  a  just  arid  wise  measure,  that  that 
*'  measure  v/as  congenial  with  the  princi- 
"  pies  of  the  constitution,  that  that  mea- 
"  sure  was  calculated  for  the  benefit  of  the 
♦'  country,  we  have  a  right  to  assume,  be- 
"  catise  it  was  the  invention  of  that  great 

"  STATESMAN,  Mr.  Pjtt." And,  when 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly  came  to  answer  thp 
arguiaents  in  favour  of  the  projected  liroi-  , 
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talionsj  was  he  riot  to  notice  this  argu- 
nieni  ?  And,  if  he  did  notice  it,  was  he  not 
at  full  libeity  to  deny  the  assumption 
grounded  upon  the  assertion  that  Mr.  Pitt 
was  a  GUEAT  sTATEsy.AN  ?  And,  in  deny- 
ing this  assumption.,  was  it  not  right  for 
him,  if  he  thought  it,  to  deny  that  Mr. 
Pitt  was  a  gkeat  statesman  r  A.nd  was 
he,  for  doing  this,  under  such  circum- 
stances, to  be  charged  with  illiberality,  and 
w'whraking  up  the  ashes  of  the  dead?  The 
alTirraalive  of  the  proposition  is  too  mon- 
strous to  be  endured,  for  a  moment,  by 

any  man  of  sence.^ The  friends  of  the 

Pitt  system  were,  it  seems,  to  be  at  free 
liberty  to  say  what  they  pleased  la.  praise 
of  their  hero;  they  were,  if  they  had 
chosen  it,  to  eulogize  his  finance  schemes, 
his  taxation?,  his  suspensions  of  th':- Habeas 
Corpus  act,  his  India  system,  his  schemes 
and  transactions  with  the  Bank,  and  even 
his  subsidies  and  his  expeditions  ;  they  were 
to  make  use  of  his  name  in  the  way  of 
praise  as  long  as  they  pleased  ;  but,  it  any 
one  spoke  of  the  misdiievousness  of  his  mea- 
sures, the  person  so  speaking  was  to  be  ac- 
cused of  raking  up  Ids  ashes. -If,  how- 
ever, they  are  alarmed  at  this  sort  of  rak- 
ing up,  they  have,  I  imagine,  a  great  deal 
of  unexpected  mortification  to  experience. 
So  far  was  it  fiom  biding  illiberal  or  in- 
decorous in  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  to  deny 
that  Mr.  Pitt  was  a  great  Statesm.an,  as  he 
did,  in  the  way  of  anstver  to  an  argument 
built  upon  the  atfirmative  of  the  proposi- 
tion, that  he  would  have  been  fully  justi- 
fied in  stating  his  opinion  of  Mr.  Pitt  in 
the  way  ci proof  ox  ih^  folly  or  injustice  of 
the  project  he  was  onporiag,  if  he  locked 
upon  Mr.  Pitt  as  a  minister  v^-hose  acts 
showed   him  to  be  a  man  whose  example 

was  to  be  shunned. If,  for  instance,  a 

measure  were  now  proposed  that  had  tor= 
merly  been  proposed  by  Laud  or  iSoy  or 
Jefferies  or  any  other  of  the  tyrannical 
villains  who  disgraced  the  reigns  of  ijts 
Charleses  and  the  Jameses,  and  whose 
principles  finally  brought  their  ma§'ers  t# 


35] 


the  scaffold  or  drorc  them  from  the  throne; 
if  a  measure  were  now  proposed  that  had 
been,  in  their  day,  proposed  by  thera, 
Tvould  not  the  opponent  of  that  measure 
have  a  perfect  right  to  speak  in  the  terms 
which  he  thought  they  merited,  of  the 
CHARACTER  of  Laud  or  Noy  or  JefFeries  ? 
Would  he  not  have  a  right  to  speak  in  re- 
probation of  that  character  ?  Would  he 
not  have  a  right  to  urge  the  nature  of  that 
character  as  an  argument  against  the  mea- 
sme  ? It  is  almost  to  insult  the  under- 
standing of  the  reader  to  put  these  ques- 
tions to  him;  and  yet  has  Sir  Samuel  Ro- 
miily  been  charged  with  Uliberality,  be- 
cause he,  and  that,  too,  in  the  most  gentle 
manner,  denied,  in  answer  to  an  argument 
buiU   on   the  assertion,  that  Mr.   Pitt  was 

a     GREAT    STATESMAN  ! Thus    far    as 

to  the  charge  preferred  against  Sir 
Samuel  Rorailly,  which  charge,  if  he 
spoke  what  he  thought  of  the  character  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  as  we  have  every  reason  to  sup- 
pose he  did,  stands  in  need  of  nothing 
-■further  to  shfiw  how  groundless,  how  fu- 
tile it  was.  But,  a  much  more  important 
point  remains,  namely,  whether  his  opinion 

was  just. And  here  we  ought  first  to 

observe,  that  his  opinion  was  hot  dogma- 
tically expressed;  he  did  not  give  a  flat 
and  unqualified  denial  to  the  assertion  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  being  a  great  man  or  a  great 
statesman;  he  did  not,  as  he  had  a  full 
right  to  do,  oppose  assertion  to  assertion, 
but  made  his  denial  conditional,  and  in- 
vited proof  of  the  truth  of  the  assertion  of 
his  opponents.  "  I  do  not,"  said  he, 
"  think  him  a  great  man,  because,  look 
"  which  way  I  will,  I  can  discover,  not  a 
"single  instance,  of  his  ever  having  in- 
*'  vented  or  adopted  what  was  beneficial  to 

"  the  country  or  to  mankind." -To  this 

what  was  said  in  answer  ?  I  stated,  in  my 
last,  that  Mr.  Wilberforce,  one  of  the 
constant  supporters  of  Mr.  Pitt  in  all  his 
most  important  measures,  and  especially 
in  his  Bank  Stoppage  measures,  did  not 
accept  of  Sir  Samuel  Romilly's  invitation; 
did  not  produce  any  such  instance  as  that 
which  the  latter  had  called  for;  did  not 
attempt  to  show,  that,  by  any  one  mea- 
sure of  Mr.  Pitt,  the  people,  in  anv  part 
of  the  King's  dominions,  had  bcen^bene- 
fitted  ;  hat  contented  himself  with  an  eu- 
logium,  in  loose  and  general  terms,  upon 
Mr.  Pitt's  character,  and  with  the  asser- 
tion, that  his  departed  friend  was  to  be 

judged  of  by  those  who  knevj  him  best . 

This  was  no  answer  to  Sir  Samuel  Romilly. 
Alas!  Mr.  Wilberfovce,  this  was  no  an- 
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swer  to  a  precise,  pointed,  pinching  pro- 
position. It  might  do  admirably  in  a 
funeral  sermon,  where  the  orator  fears 
no  contradiction  ;  but,  in  an  argument, 
where  discussion  is,  if  men  have  but  spirit, 
still  free,  it  cannot  be  expected  to  pass 
for   much. Mr.   Canning,   however. 


'  — ..-.  —  ^ 
seems  to  have  been  of  a  diiferent  opinion; 
for  after  having  taken  twenty-four  hours 
to  ruminate  upon  the  matter,  he,  if  the 
report  of  his  speech  be  correct,  did  no 
more  than  follow  the  example  of  Mr. 
Wilberforce;  and,  like  him,  to  pass  a 
loose  and  genera)  eulogium  on  the  cha- 
racter of  Mr.  Pitt,  whom  he  asserted 
many  times  to  be  a  great  man,  but,  to  de- 
cline the  polite  invitation  to  produce  any 
one  instance  in  proof  of  the  truth  of  the  as- 
sertion. Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  as  well  he 
might  (for  upon  such  ground  a  man  may 
stand  till  dooraesday),  still  called  for  the 
instance  in  which  Mr.  Pitt's  measures  had 
been  beneficial  to  any  part  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  ;  and,  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  which  is  highly  extolled  by  those 
who  had  the  advantage  of  hearing  it,  he 
is,  in  the  news-papers,  reported  to  have 
observed,  that  the  Right  Honourable  Gen- 
tleman, especiall}';  after  having  taken 
twenty-four  hours  to  collect  and  arrange 
his  materials,  would  have  better  consulted 
the  honour  of  his  departed  friend's  me- 
mory, if,  instead  of  a  mere  eulogium,  in 
general  terms.,  however  eloquent7  he  had 
called  to  mind,  and  had  stated  anj'-  one 
instance,  in  which,  by  the  measures  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  any  part  of  the  people  of  this 
kingdom,  or  any  part  of  mankind,  had 
been  benefitted.. — —This  was  ground  from 
which  it  was  impossible  to  move  him.  It 
was  quite  unnecessary  for  him  to  budge  an 
inch  from  it.  His  opponents  liad  first  in- 
troduced the  name  and  character  of  Mr. 
Pitt;  they  had  put  forward  that  character 
in  support  of  their  nvgument;  they  had 
built  their  precedent  upon  it;  and  vvith 
them  it  lay  to  prove  that  the  foundation 
of  their  precedent,  the  foundation  which 
they  themselves  had  chosen,  was  solid 
and  good.  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  said  that 
that  foundation  wus  not  good,  and  it 
was/or  the7n  to  prove  that  it  was.  It  was 
not  for  him  to  prove  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  not 
a  great  rean,  but  for  them  to  prove  that 
ht  W(is;  it  was  for  him  to  deny  the  affir- 
mative, without,  unless  he  chose  it,  prov- 
ing the  negative. But,  with  us,  out  of 

doors  (I  mean  out  of  the  House,  for  some 
oi  us  are  in  doors),  who  have  more  leisure, 
and   are  very  deeply   inlereited  in  the 


S7] 


JANtJATiY  9,  181  f — T/ie  Regency. 


13^ 


question,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  prove 
this  negative,  if,  indeed,  it  can  stand  in 
need  of  any  proof  to  a  nation  who  are  so 
severely  feeling  the  effects  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
adminisiration.  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  merely 
said,  that  he  did  not  think  Mr.  Pitt  a  great 
man,  and  called  for  proof  of  the  contrary, 
which  proof  no<»ne  attempted  to  give;  I 
say  he  was  a  very   little  man,  anil   I  will 

produce  the  proof  of. First,  then,  what 

is  meant  by  the  words  great  man  ?  Cer- 
taiinly,  in  this  case,  a  great  statesman.  Men 
may  be  great  in  other  ways,  as  a  poet, 
a  chymist,  a  political  ceconomist,  a 
lawyer,  or  a  divine,  and  in  many  other 
ways;  but,  in  this  case  v/e  are,  and  so 
was  Sir  Samuel  Itomilly,  to  view  Mr.  Pitt 
as  A  STATESMAN  ;  and  not  merely  as  a 
statesman  in  the  undefined  sense  of  that 
word,  but  as  first  ministek  of  England, 
a  person  responsible  for  all  the  acts  of  the 
government,  and,  in  character,  responsible 
for  all  the  evils  that  befall  the  country 
during  the  continuance  of  his  sway,  or 
inconsequence  of  any  measures  adopted 
or  invented  by  him. It  is  in  this  cha- 
racter that  we  must  view  Mr.  Pitt;  it  is 
in  this  character  that  hip  memory  is  re- 
sponsible to  us  ;  it  is  in  this  character 
that  1  am  of  opinion  he  v/as  a  very  little 
raan  ;  and  if  I  fail  in  my  proof  of  it,  1 
will  (without,  however,  acknowledging 
the  propriety  of  the  expression)  be  coji- 
tent  to  pass  for  one  of  the  propagators  of 
those  "  calumnies  out  of  doors,"  of  "which 
Mr.  Canning  thought  proper  to  complain. 

The     criterion     of    greatness    in     a 

Statesman,  who  has  been  prime  minister, 
is  not  the  duration  of  his  power;  not  the 
length  of  time  that  he  was  able  to  keep  his 
place  ;  not  the  majorities  that  he  kept  at 
his  back,  in  the  Houses  of  Parliament ; 
not  the  number  of  peers  that  he  created  ; 
not  the  grants  of  money,  sinecures  and 
pensions  that  he  made;  no,  nor  the  in- 
crease of  commerce  and  manufactures, 
however  such  increase  may  dazzle  some 
men.  The  true  criterion  is,  the  effect  pro- 
duced by  his  measures  upon  the  state  of  the 
nation  at  large  ;  upon  the  situation  of  the 
people,  upon  their  means  of  living,  upon  their 
freedom,  their  morals,  their  loz'e  of  country, 
their  happiness ;  and  upon  tlie  state  of  the 
country  relatively  to  other  countries,  particu- 
larly any  country,  the  auginentationof  the 
power  of  which  mast  f-ndanger  the  inde- 
pendance  of  the  country  ofwhichthe  per- 
son in  question*has  been  minister. If 

this  be  the  true  criterion  where  by  to  judge 
of  a  minister,  and  act  the  opinions  of  his 


close  companions,  or  his  ptirty  adlverents, 
let  us  proceed  to  judge  of  Mr.  Pitt  by  it  : 
first  observing,  that,,  for  21  years,  he  had 
all  the  means  of  the  country  and  of  the 
wlioje  of  the  King's  dominions  at  his  com- 
mand. He  gained,  by  me:in3  of  the  po- 
pubrity  which  his  professions  in  favour  of 
Parliamentary  iicform  had  given  hira 
(and  a  specimen  of  which  I  have  takea 
for  my  motto);  by  these  means  he  gained 
a  victory  over  his  great  opponent  in  ITS*. 
From  that  time  to  the  day  of  his  death 
his  power  lasted  ;  for,  he  chose  to  make 
way  for  Mr.  Addington  ;  and,  as  was 
proved  by  the  result,  he  was  in  a  state  to 
resume  the  office  of  minister  whenever  he 

pleased.- During  21    years   he  had    a 

decided  majority  in  the  two  Rouses  of 
Parliament.  One  half,  or  thereabouts,  of 
the  Upper  House  had  been  eisher  created 
cr  promoted  during  his  ministry ;  and, 
in  the  lower  House,  what  is  there  that  caa 
be  named,  in  the|,way  of  gaininginfiuence, 
that  he  had  not  had  the  power  of  doing, 
and  that  he  had  not  actually  done  ?  la 
the  long  course  of  these  21  years,  he  never 
proposed  orespoused  any  measure  that  was 
rejected  ;  and  he  never  opposed  or  joined 
in  opposing  any  measure  that  was  carried  5 
with  the  exception,  as  to  the  former,  of 
the  measure  of  Parliamentary  Reforr/t 
and  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  oi 
which  we  shall  have  to  speak  hereafteiv 
when   v/e    come   to  the   question   of  his 

sincerity. During    these     21     years 

he  adopted,  ihen,  what  measures  he 
thought  proper,  he  levied  what  taxes 
and  what  armies  he  thought  proper  ;  he 
made  war  and  peace  when  and  hoiv  he 
thought  proper;  he  had  all  the  resources 
of  the  nation  in  his  "hands ;  he  employed 
them  in  what  manner  it  seemed  meet  to 
him  ;  he  Avas  uuder  no  controul;  and,  01 
course,  to  him,  and  to  him  alone,  we  are 
to  look  for  all  the  changes  that  have  taken 
place  in  the  internal  state  of  the  country, 
and  in  the  situation  of  its  aflairs  with  re- 
gard to  foreign  nations. The  farmer, 

who  has  just  entered  upon  his  farm,  may 
justly  apologize  for  its  ruinous  state  by  al- 
ledging  that  he  found  it  \\\  that  state,  ^vA 
that  he  has  not  yet  had  time  to  batter  it : 
but,  when  you  survey  a  favm  at  the  end  of 
a  21  years  lease,  you  have  a  right  to  charge 
the  renter  with  "all  the  signs,  of  poverty 
and  misery  that  you  perceive.  Such  a 
cultivator  has  no  apology  to  offer  ;  and, 
?as  to  a  minister,  he  is,  if  possible,  still, 
more  destitute  of  excuse,  because,  if  he 
had  found  any  thing  to  thwart  his  vie'wsy 
D  2- 
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he  mic^ht,  and  it  was  his  duty,  (j"it  his 
place,  and  state  ti>  the  nation   his  reasons 

for  sodoing. What,  then,  are  tbevhanges 

produced  ii)  the  aBkirs  ot  this  natio'n  since 
1784-  (for,  let  it  bu  observed,  that  the  sptcm 
cf  Mr.  Pat  has  been  acted  upon  to  this 
h'ur);  what  are  these  changes  ;  what  is 
the  state  of  England  noiv,  compared  'o 
what   it   was  then,  wiili  regard  both   to  iis 

domestic  and   foreign  affairs  ? George 

Hose  will  tell  you,  ihai  you  are  to  judg& 
from  ihe  IiTifioris  md  Exports,  the  Cotton 
Mdis  and  ^^piiming  Jennies;  and  Sir  Joh'i 
JSu:itian-  will  say,  look  at  the  iacrea.e  of 
Canals.  Turnpike  Roads,  New  Enclosures 
and  Threshing  Machines;  while  it  is  nm 
improbable  tli;u  Messrs  Perceval  and  Ry- 
der may  endeavour  lo  draw  our  admiration 
to  the  fiui;t"ul  Statute  Book,  where  we  shall 
find  a  greater  bulk  of  laws  passed  during 
the  sway  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  successors  of 
the  same  school,  than  was  passed  from  the 
origin  of  Parliaments  in  England  to  the 
Beign  of  George  the  Third  ;   but, 

"  Ye  friends  to  truth,  ye  statesmen  who  survey 
"  The  rich  man's  joys  increase,  the  poor's  decay," 

It  is  yours  to  judge  by  other  signs  than 
these;  it  is  yours  to  judge  by  those  ef- 
fects which  regard  the  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple and  'he  permanent  security  of  the  coun- 
try's independence, If,  in  a  single  family, 

consisting  of  ten  brothers,  all  engaged  in 
industrious  pursuits,  and  gaining  each  a 
comfortable  subsistence,  such  a  change 
was  introduced  as  shouU!  lift  one  or  two 
into  a  coach  and  four  and  plunge  the  other 
eight  into  misery  or  dependence,  would 
any  rational  man,  any  man  having  a  due 
sense  of  r.  al  good  and  evil,  any  man  hav- 
ing just  notions  of  happiness  and  of  ho- 
nour;  would  any  man  say,  tliat  thdil  familj/ 
had  been  prosperous  ?  Would  he  not  say, 
that,  upon  the  whole,  its  affairs  hitd  been 
badly  managed?  And,  if  he  could  point 
to  the  person  who  had  been  the  cause  of 
the  change,  who  had  had  the  absolute  con- 
troul  over  the  affairs  of  the  whole  of  the 
family,  would  he  not  charge  that  person 
with   having  been  the   cause  of  a   great 

evil  ? Just  such  has  been  the  great  and 

general  tendency  of  the  system  of  IMr. 
Pitt;  a  system,  wliich  has  taken  the  earn- 
ings away  from  the  nation  at  large  and 
heaped  them  upon  selected  individuals, 
who  have  been  found,  in  various  ways,  ne- 
cessary lo  the  support  of  the    minister's 

power. This  i?  proved  by  facts  that  no 

one  can  deny,  and  which  fa;  ts  stand  rv- 
•orded  in  the  otBciai  documeuts  laid  be- 
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fore  Parliament,  exhibiting  the  increase  of 
the  National  Debt,  the  Taxes,  the  Expendi- 
ture, and  the  t'tiupers. 


Millions  cf  Pounds. 

He  found  the  National  Debt 257 

He  left  it 04-0 

His  successors  of  the  same  school 
have  carried  it  to  811 

He  found  the  annual  Taxes 13 

He  left  them  41 

His  successors  have  carried  them 

to    70 

He  found  the  annual  Expenditure  21 

He  'eft  it 70 

His  successors  in  the  system  have 

carried  it  to  S2 

Well !  exclaims  the  true  Pittite ;  but, 
what  signifies  this,  if  all  go  on  increasing 
together?  If  the  ?neans  increase  along 
with  the  expenditur-:  ?  Aye,  but  do  you, 
then,  take  it  for  granted,  that  an  increase 
of  taxes  imply  an  increase  of  fueuns  to  pay 
them  ?  That  would  be  a  strange  way  of 
reasoning.  Say,  rather,  that  it  argues- aa 
increasi'.  of  the  distress  and  nnsery  occasioned 
by  additional  burdens;  and,  then  you  have 
the  proof  at  hand,  in  the  increase  of  the 
parish  rates. 

He  found  the  annual   Parish         J^. 

Rates    for    England     and 

Wales 2,167,719 

He   left  them  (three   years 

before  his  death) '. 5,318;205 

And,  if  tiiey  could  now  be  ascertained 
they  would,  it  is  fair  to  presume,  be  found 
amounting  to  not  less  than  seven  miliions. 
The  number  of  paupers,  in  lSO:i,  ex- 
ceeded 1/200,000,  exclusive  of  a  dreadful 
increase  of  common  beggars;  and,  indeed, 
is  it  not  notorious  to  every  one  who  has 
eyes  or  ears,  that  pauperism  and  misery 
has  increased  almost  beyond  conception, 
since  the  fatal  day  when  Mr.  Pitt,  through 
the  folly  of  a  deluded  nation,  obtained  a 
predominance  in  England  ?  Since  that 
day,  the  character  of  the  people  has  been 
ch  inged  ;  by  the  pressure  of  misery  they 
have  had  gradually  worn  out  of  them  that 
ill  lependence  of  spirit,  that  dread  of  be- 
coming dependent,  that  pride  in  keeping 
tht.ir  names  from  the  parish  books,  that 
siiume  to  be  entered  on  the  list  of  paupers ; 
by  the  pressure  of  misery,  occasioned  by 
iiixation,  all  these  feelings  have  been 
swept  away,  and  now  no  one  seems  to 
care  what  are  the  means  by  which  he  can 
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nirike  shift  tq  satUfy  the  cravirips  of  hun- 
ger aiuJ  to  ket'pihe  cold  from  his  carcass. 
Id  ihi  year  1780,  or  thereabouts,  in  a 
paii-ii  in  Hampshire,  which  lias  m  it  more 
thai)  a  hundred  labourer's  fiuiilies,  there 
were  l)ut  sevea  tamilies  on  the  parish 
books;  about  five  years  ago,  in  thai  same 
parisii,  there  were  only  seven  not  upon  the 
parish  books.  This  Js,  perhaps,  ratlier  a 
strikiiJg  instance  ;  but,  who  does  nor  know 
til  .t  the  increase  of  pauperism  and  the 
consequent  degradation  of  character  has 

been   dreadful? What,    reader,    can 

ever  compensate  us  for  this?  The plm^ue, 
or  clt'd  ivar,  are  trifles  to  such  an  evil. 
Haifa  people  swept  asvay  by  either  would 
"have  been  preferable  lo  this  general  de- 
gradaiiou  cf  characier  ;  to  the  fatal  ope- 
ration of  this  svs'em,  which  has  made  the 
higher  ranks  of  life  dependent  upon  the 
ministet  of  the  day,  and  lias  thrown  the 
lower  upon  the  higher  in  the  character  of 
paupers  ;  thus  forming  and  cementing 
into  a  cliain  of  dependersce  the  whole  of 
the  community,  of  which  chain  the  minis- 
ter of  the  day  iiolds  the  end  and  turns  the 

swivel. Such,  deny  it  who  will,    has 

been  the  efiect  of  Mr.  Pitt's  measures  upon 
the  (!??^errt^/ state  of  the  country.  "  But," 
I  shaiJ  be  toid,  "  that  great  as  such  a 
"  sacrifice  is,  it  is  no  more  than  ouKhtto 
"  be  made  for  liie  maintenance  of  the  na- 
"  tion's  independence  against  the  desii^ns  of  a 

"foreign  entrny" Why,  if  you  could 

prove  to  me  that  the  degradalion  of  (he 
people  was  the  best  means  of  providing  for 
national  defence,  I  might  argue  with  you 
upon  such  a  proposition.  But,  to  discuss 
this  point  will  he-unnecessary,  if  we  only 
cast  our  eyes  towards  the  theatre  of  our 
tvars  ;  if  we  only  look  at  the  continent 
of  Europe,  where  we  see  that  all  Mr. 
Pitt's  wars  have  failed,  that  all  his  sub- 
sidies have  been  ihrovvn  away  ;  and  that 
the  sweat  of  England,  while  ii  purchased 
the  blood  of  the  allies  that  h<  gave  her, 
has.  in  the  end^  in  every  instance,  insured 
the  destruction  of  those  allies;  till,  at  last, 
we  see  France,  that  F.ance  whom  he 
found  in  a  stale  i>f  distraction  and  deoility, 
the  sbsolute  mistress  of  idl  Europe,  holding 
the  ke}s  of  all  the  rivers  and  pons,  build- 
ing flf-ets  in  places  whence  hem  ttie  top- 
mast  may  beseenthe  mouth  oftheThames, 
and,  in  short,  making  it  a  (question  with  us 
when  and  how  she  will  invade  us,  there 
being  no  one,  not  even  Lord  Liverpool, 
that  now  ever  dreams  thai  we  have,  or 
shall  have  the  power  of  retaliation, 
either  in  the  Vii-y  of  act  or  of  menace. 
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Is  not  this  the  real  state  of  the  case? 

Will  any  one  deny  it  ?  Is  not  this  our  si- 
tuation with  regard  to  France  ?  For  what, 
■hen,  have  there  been  expen^led  NINE 
HUNDRED  MIL. JONS  o^  pounds  in 
these  wars  against  France  1  If  indeed,  the 
wars  had  succeeded  ;  il"  he  -.nu  his  suc- 
cessors of  the  samt  school  had  dim'oiislied 
the  power  of  France  ;  then  there  might 
have  been  some  room  for  saying  t  atthere 
was,  in  our  security  from  without,  a  com- 
pensation for  the  fasal  effects  of  taxation  ; 
nay,  if  France  had  been  kept  within  her 
ancient  limits,  within  the  limits  in  which 
he  found  her;  but,  who  is  the  man  ihat 
will  now  find  a  consolation  for  our  internal 
suD'erings  and  degradation?  Who  is  the 
man  that  has  the  hardihood  to  look  iis  in 
the  face  and  deny,  that  the  whole  of  this 
minister's  sysiem  has  been  the  most  fatal 

that    ever    nation   endared  ? "  But," 

say  his  advocates,  "  consider  the  d/ffictil' 
ties,  vi'hich  he  had  to  encounter."  I  do; 
but,  I  also  consider,  that  he  was  the  maker 
of  those  difficulties.  It  was  he  who  made 
the  war  with  France  ;  for, as  to  the  quibble 
about  the  first  act  of  hostility,  all  the  world 
knows  the  worth  of  that.  He  was  the  au- 
thor of  all  the  difficulties  that  ensued.  In- 
stead of  following  the  advice  of  Mr.  Fox 
and  others,  he  pursued  his  own  plans;  he 
conceived  the  project  of  beating  France 
through  her  finances,  he  repeatedly  pre- 
dicted, in  the  most  confident  words,  her 
defeat  from  that  cause;  and,  at  the  end  of 
•f  years  of  his  war,  he  saw  her  replenished 
with  gold  and  silver,  while  he  had  to  an- 
nounce to  that  same  Parliament  that  had 
so  often  been  charmed  by  his  predictions, 
that  the  Bank  of  England  couia  no  longer  pay 
its  notes.  How  often  did  he  promise  this 
credulous  nation  "  indemnity  for  the  past  and 
"  security  for  the  future"  ?  How  often  did  he 
say,  that  he  could  consent  to  no  peace  in 
which  both  should  not  be  obtained  ?  Have 
we  obtained  it  ?  What  indemnity  shall  we 
ever  see  for  our  nine  hundred  millions  ex- 
(jended  in  these  wars,  and  for  the  flower  of 
the  country  who  have  therein  shed  their 
blood  ?  And,  alas  !  when  will  England 
again  know  that  state  which  shall  merit 
tne  name  oi security  ?.,  Still,  there  might 
have  been  something  to  say  in  his  behalf, 
if  he  had  not  been  forewarned  of  the  conse- 
quences of  his  'ueasures.  But,  at  every 
stage,  he  was  so  forewarned.  He  was  told, 
from  the  very  outset,  that,  "  should  he  suc- 
"  ceed  in  stifling  liberty  \n  France,  he  would 
"  cause  the  erection  of  a  despotism  athou- 
"  sand  times  more  dangerous  to  England 
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"  than  anj'  free  government  could  be." 
So  that,  the  consequences  were  not  "  such 
"  as  no  hiunuu  foresight  could  reach/'  as 
his  advocates  have  pretended.  1'liey  could 
lie  foreseen  ;  for,  they  u'tr<r  foreieen  and 
foi'^told  ;  and  the  only  answer  those  who 
foretold  them  received  was,  that  they  were 
jaetiblns,  friends  of  France,  traitors,  and  athe- 
ist'i/'&nd  as  such  were  they  treated  ;  (111,  at 
last,  scarcely  any  man  dared  to  open  his 
lips' in  opposition  to  any  measure  of  the 
rainisler.-:— — Andj'^et,  we  are  now  to  be 
told,  that  it  is  culufunj/  to  deny  that  he  was 
a  great  tnan  !  We  are  to  have  before  our 
eyes  thir.  deplorable  situation  of  our  coun- 
try; we  are  to  behold  the  situation  of  the 
Bank,  where  paper  is  exchanged  for  paper  ; 
vft  are  to  hear  oiie  of  his  own  creatures 
acknowledge,  in  priul,  that  the  Bank  notes 
have  .depreciated  three  shillings  in  the 
pounJ,  and  that  the  fund-holder  receives 
them  in  this  state  with  the  certamty  of  a 
daily  further  depreciation  ;  w^e  are  to  see 
the  Ef.st  India  Company,  which  he  pro- 
mised us  should  contribute  towards  "the 
expences  of  the  country,  come  to  the 
pailiaraent  for  assistance  out  of  the 
laxe.s ;  v;e  are  to  have  fresh  in  our 
memories  his  loan  to  Boyd  and  Ber.fie'd 
of  c£.  40,000  of  the  public  money,  with- 
out interest,  to  enable  them  to  mnke  good 
a  loan  to  that  Public,  upon  wiiich  they  re- 
ceived interest;  v.e  are  to  see  him  sliding 
outofcfiice  while  Mr.  Addington  made 
peace  and  funded  the  sums  for  which  the 
Income  Tax  was  pledged,  and,  afrer- 
%vdrds  joining  his  ov/n  old  opponents  to  put 
Mr.  Addington  out  of  place,  coming  in 
himself  with  a  part  of  Mr.  Addington's 
colleagues  whom  he  had  declared  weak 
and  inef/icient;  we  are  to  see  him  set  out 
with  prefjssions  in  favour  of  Parliamentary 
ilefor,.!,  and  we  are  afterwards  to  hear  his 
evidence  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Home  Tooke 
who  was  tried  for  his  life,  under  his  admi- 
nistration, for  endeavouring  to  accomplish 
jthat  which  he  had  originally  brouhcht  ^or- 
>vard  in  conjunction  with  that  very  Mr. 
Tooke;  we  are  to  see  him  in  a  minority 
/on  the  question  of  the  Slave  Trade  ;  we 
are  to  hiVe  upon  record  all  his  predictions 
about  jMench  assignats,  all  his  military 
projects,  v/e  are  to  remember  his  cars  and 
catamarans  and  sympathetic  battalions ; 
and,  with  all  tliis  and  a  thousand  other 
pr-jofg  of  his  re;il  character  before  us,  we 
are  to  be  culled  calumniators   if  we   deny 

him  the   title  of  A  GliEAT  MAN  ! 

But,  do  we  deny  him  talents  ?  Oh,  no  !  We 
jiever  did.    He  had  talents,  and,  of  their 


kind,  very  great  talents.  All  the  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  who  ever  ap- 
proached him  were  struck  with  admiratioii' 
of  his  talents.  He,  according  to  the  vulL'' 
gar  saying  "knew  their  meaning  by  their 
"  gaping.''  He  knew  idl  their  business 
better  than  they  did.  His  quickness  was 
astonishing.  He  was  an  incomparable 
accountant,  a  consummate  clerk,  and  he 
was  besides  a  matchless  debater.  To  a 
fluency,  a  command  of  words,  that,  per- 
haps, no  man  ever  equalled,  he  added  a 
readiness  of  conception,  an  adriotness  in 
parrying  the  force  of  an  argument,  a 
command  of  temper,  political  courage,  at 
once  a  decorum  and  disregard  of  means, 
surpassing  any  man  of  whom  we  have 
ever  heard.  He  was  a  showy  and  a  shal- 
low man  ;  but,  his  talents  were  precisely 
of  the  right  kind  for  the  theatre  on  which 
he  had  to  act,  and  all  the  machinery  and 
tactic  of  which  he  understood  and  knev*-  how 
to  use  better,  and  used  with  greater  suc- 
cesses for  his  objects,  than  any  man  that 
ever  lived.  Here  are  an  abundance  of 
talents;  but,  they  are  not  such  as  mark  the 
GREAT  Man,  a  character,  which,  when 
we  are  speaking  of  statesmen  or  ministers, 
belongs  to  those  only,  whose  wisdom  is 
provv^d  in  the  benefit  toliich  their  measures 
produce  to  their  country,  not  one  instance  of 
which  can,  I  am  tirtr.iy  persuaded,  be 
produced  with  regard  to  the  measures  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  with  the  single  exception  of  the 
Fdail  Coach  establishment,  which  has  in  it 
the  rare  union  of  eflects  productive  to  the 
revenue  and  beneficial  to  every  individual 
in  the  nation,  but  of  which  he  was  not  the 
projector,  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
tieated  that  projector  takes  from  himself, 
in  my  opinion,  more  than  the  merit  of  the 

adoption, Now,    whoever  is    oliended 

at  this  my  opinion  may  be  well  assured, 
that  I  am  not  to  be  answered  by  imputations 
of  bati  motives,  or  by  charges  oi' caliminy, , 
If  my  facts  be  not  true,  or  if  my  inferences 
be  not  lair,  the  proving  of  the  falshood  of 
the  one,  or  the  unfairness  of  the  other, 
will  be  an  answer  to  me  ;  b^it,  to  call  me 
a  calumniator,  in  answer  to  fact  and  argu- 
ment, will  serve  no  other  purpose  than 
that  of  exposing  the  accuser  to  contempt. 
— —I  should  apologise  for  having  taken  up 
so  much  of  my  .oom  and  of  the  read'-r's 
time  with  the  foregoing  statements  and  ob- 
servations, were  I  not  thoroughly  convinced 
of  the  great  importance  ofthe  subject, and 
did  not  experience  ofthe  pasrt  convime  me, 
that  the  making  of  a  question  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
chaiacter  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  a 
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mere  effusion  of  friendship  or  gratitude, 
but  an  indication  of  a  settled  purpose  to 
involve  the  Prince's  ministry  in  a  participation 
of  the  Pitt  system  of  rule.  Indeed,  this  ap- 
pears evident  enough  from  what  is  pub- 
lished as  a  report  of  the  debate  last  re- 
ferred to,  where  Mr.  Canning  is  repre- 
sented as  having  asked,  whether  he  was 
to  consider  the  opinion  of  Sir  Samuel  Ro- 
Kiiily  as  an  intimation,  that  the  coming 
ministry  meant  to  depart  wholly  from  Mr. 
Pitt's  system.  The  answer  of  Mr.  Pon- 
sonb)',  disclaiming,  apparently,  what  had 
been  said  by  Sir  Samuel  Roniilly,  wfs 
noticed  in  my  last;  and,  Mr.  Canning  is 
reported  to  have  said,  that  he  was  satisfied 
%vith  Mr.  Ponsonby's  declaration.— — So 
am  not  I,  and  so'  is  not,  and  never  will 
be,  the  people  of  England,  who  if  they 
were  polled,  would  be  found,  ninety  nine 
out  of  a  hundred,  of  Sir  Samuel  Romilly's 
Of)inion,  and  who  are  now  against  all  linn- 
tations  on  His  Royal  Highness,  because 
they  hcpe  and  believe,  that  he  never  can 
be  prevailed  upon  to  sufter  a  ministry  to 
act  upon  the  Pitt  system  ;  but  thai,  on 
tlie  contrary,  he  will  be  surrounded  by 
men  determinedly  hostile  to  that  system, 
which  has  brought  so  much  misery  upon 
the  country,— — This  casting  of  Sir  Sa- 
muei  Romilly  overboard  hss  produced  al- 
read}'^  a  deep  impression  ;  and  for  an 
opinion,  too,  to  which  every  heart  re- 
sponses. Wl;at  !  is  His  Royal  Highness 
to  be  saddled  with  this  system  ?  Are  \\u 
ministers  never  to  dare  to  open  their 
lips  upon  the  evils  of  the  measures  of  the 
last  20  years  ?  Is  he,  who  has  been  one 
of  ilie  victims  of  that  system,  now  to  take  it 
under  his  fostering  care  ?  Is  he  indeed 
heir  apparent  to  Mr.  Pitt's  measures,  his 
taxation,  his  wars,  his  Bank  Restriction, 
his  paper-money,  all  his  pauperising 
measures  ?  Oh,  no!  He  is  heir  apparent 
to  none  of  them;  he  had  no  hand  in  their 
invention  or  their  adoption  ;  he  is,  as  yet, 
freCj  from  all  connection  with  them  ;  and 
he  will  not  be  so  easily  persuaded  to  ally 
himself  with  them ;  to  embark  his  for- 
tunes and  his  fame  in  the  same  boat  with 

measures   so   hateful  to  the  people. 

Whoever  may  become  ministers,  their 
fate,  as  such,  will  ivholly  depend  upon  whe- 
ther they  do  or  do  not  pursue  that  fatal 
system,  which  it  is  necessary  for  them 
distinctly  to  disclaim  at  the  outset,  if  they 
mean  to  possess  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  or  even  to  retain  .their  poiver.  If 
they  temporize  ;  if  they  attempt  to  steer 
a  middle  course  bei^veeii  the  people  and 
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Pittites,  they  will  share  the  fate  ofall  tem- 
porizers ;  they  will  verify  the  old  sayinf^'' 
of  the  ttvo  stools. Their  adversa- 
ries understand  the  system  better  than 
they  do.  Cleorge  Rose  or  Mr.  Huskis- 
son  would  beat  them  off  their  ground,  and 
render  them  an  ohjcct  of  ridicule  with  the 
very  clerks  in  their  offices.  They  have  no 
idea  of  the  ludicrous  fate  that  awaits  them, 
if  they  attempt  to  holster  up  this  hated 
system;  and,  if  they  do  attempt  it,  they 
will,  to  all  their  other  mortifications,  have 
to  add  that  of  hearing  me  remind  them  of 
this  prediction,  and  seeing  me  take  my 
motto  from  the  Political  Register,  Vol. 
XIX,  page  33, i.  There  never  were  men 
so  deceived  as  they,  if  they  imagine,  that 
they  will  be  able  to  jog  quietly  on  in  the 
old  track.  The  country  experts  a  change  of 
system.  This  is  the  expectation  of  the 
country  ;  the  promise  of  it  would  be,  in  it- 
self, a  tower  of  strength  ;  but,  without 
something  in  that  way  be  done,  there  will 
be  no  real  strength, and  the  thing  will  ex« 

hibit  something  worse  than  weakness. 

What  is  it  that  has  made  the  people  cold 
and  silent,  upon  many- late  occasions  ?  Is 
it  supposed,  that  they  did  not  feel  for  the 
sufferings  of  our  armies  under  Sir  John 
Moore  and  Lord  Chatham  ?  Is  it  supposed, 
that  they  were  indifferent  to  the  fate  of  so 
many  of  their  countrymen  and  kindred  ? 
Is  it  supposed,  that  they  had  no  feeling 
for  them  ;  and  that  they  were  also  insen- 
sible of  the  cost  to  themselves  ?  Is  it  sup- 
posed that  they  were  deaf  alike  to  the 
voice  of  humanity  and  of  self- interest  } 
There  is  no  one  who  can  suppose  this. 
No  ;  the  truth  is,  that  the  people  weie 
withheld  fiom  stirring  upon  these  occa- 
sions, which  were  of  a  nature  to  move  in- 
animate clay,  because  ihey  saw  no  hope 
in  any  change  of  ministry  that  their  stir- 
ring might  tend  to  accelerate  ;  because 
they,  in  the  conduct  of  those  v/ho  were 
candidates  for  office,  saw  no  indications  of 
an  intended  change  of  system ;  because,  in 
short,  they  saw,  thai,  when  the  accusation 
of  seat-selling  was  brought  before  the 
Commons  House,  and  proof  of  the  fact 
offered  to  be  produced  at  the  bar,  both 
sides  join  \n  "  making  a  stand  against  popu- 
"  lar  encroachment."  This  was  the  cause 
of  their  silence;  this  was  the  cause  why 
their  voice  was  not  heard  ;  this  was  the 
cause  of  their  taking  no  more  interest  in 
the  q'lestions  than  they  would  have  done 
in  a  question  of  vviio  should  possess 
such  ov  such  a  sinecure.  Their  feeling  is 
very  dilierent  now.    They  are  well  con- 
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inced  of  the  benignant  intentions  of  His  I  beseech  of  him  is,  that  he  will,  whenever 


Royal  ?Iighness  towards  theiii,  and  they 
hoRe  from  his  long  experience  and  sound 
judgment  for  such  a  selection  of  ministers 
as  shall  give  operation  and  elFect  to  those 
intentions.  77/25  is  the  reason  why  they 
now  take  an  interest  in  what  is  passing; 
this  is  the  reason  why  they  are  anxious  to 
see  him  possessed  of  all  the  powers  and  at- 
tributes of  the  kingly  office.  But,  if  they 
could  suppose,  that  there  was  no  change  of 
system  intended  ;  if  they  could  suppose, 
that  they  were  still  to  hear  measures  pro- 
posed and  defended  upon  the  ground  of 
the  example  of  '•'  itw  great  statesman  noto  no 
more,"  does  ;iny  one  think,  that  they 
would  stir  an  inch  ? The  public  expec- 
tation is  on  tip-toe.  It  never  was  more 
alive.  Every  rnr^n  asks  his  neighbour 
•Lvhat  his  hopi  s  are  ;  but  all  hope  for  some- 
thing ;  and,  if  nothing  is  to  be  done,  if 
every  one  is  to  be  thrown  overboard,  like 
a  Jonas,  who  does  not  believe  Mr.  Pitt  to 
be  a  great  man,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
say,  that  this  pleasing  expectation  will  be 

changed  into  disgust. It  is  thought  by 

some,  perchance,  that  a  peace  would  do 
every  thing.  It  would  do  just  nothing,  if 
unaccompanied  with  a  reform.  And,  be- 
sides, what  sort  of  peace  could  be  made  ? 
Sweden,  Holland,  the  Hans  Towns,  Spain, 
Portugal,  Naples,  all  must  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  France.  All  the  sea-ports,  all 
the  arsenals,  all  the  maritime  means  of 
Europe.  Could  w^  disarm  in  such  a  peace  ? 
What,  then,  would  be  the  use  of  peace  ? 
But,  reform  and  tranquillize  Ireland  and 
reform  England,  and  you  may  almost 
disarm  in  war.  It  is  at  home,  therefore,  that 
the  preparations  for  peace  ought  to  be 
begun.  Being  all  right  at  home  first,  we 
might  talk  of  peace  in  a  bold  tone ;  and, 
if  we  obtained  not  safe  and  honourable 
terms,  we  might  stdl  set  the  enemy 
at   defiance,     and     convince    him     that 

we    dreaded    not    perpetual     war. 1 

know  it  hns  been  said,  that  we  (for 
be  where  I  may  I  will  ever  venture  to 
rank  myself  amongst  the  friends  of  free- 
dom) are  bidding  for  the  Printe.  And, 
who  have  a  better  right.?  Who  can  bid 
above  us?  We  have  to  offer  him  hearts  and 
sineics,  and  lires  if  he  need  them,  and  we 
ask  for  nothing  but  our  well-known  rights 
in  return.  We  want  nothing  from  him 
but  those  rights.  We  want  to  strip  him 
of  nothing.  We  grudge  him  and  his  fa- 
mily nothing  that  the  constitution  awards 
them,  or  that  they  would  ever  wish  for  in 
the  way  ol  splendour.     AH  we  have  to 


he  shall  be  invested  with  Koyal  authority, 
resolve  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free  people,  and 
not  the  leader  of  a  faction. 

W^.  COBBETT. 

State  Prison,  Newgate, 
Tuesday,  Sth  Jan.  1811. 

It  was  my  intention  to  offer  some  re- 
marks upon  the  Message  of  the  ^mencan 
President,  which  will  be  found  below,  and 
which  is,  at  this  time,  worthy  of  particular 
attention. 

The  Documents,  too,  relating  to  Lord 
Lauderdale' snegociation,  and  the  subsequent 
negociation  (last  Winter)  with  the  Dutch 
gbvernment,  demands  the  attention  of  the 
public. — ' — We  must  not  cease  to  look 
abroad,  because  we  have  such  important 
matters  going  on  at  home. 

COBBETT'S 
Parliamentary  Debates : 

The  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth,  and  Seven- 
teenth Volumes,  comprising  the  whole  of 
the  Debates  and  Proceedings  in  both 
Houses,  during  the  Last  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment, are  now  ready  for  delivery. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

American  States. — President  James  Ma- 
dison's Message  to  the  Congress,  dated 
at  Washington  City,  5  Dec.  1810. 
The  embarrassments  which  have  pre- 
vailed in  our  foreign  relations,  so  much 
employed  the  deliberations  of  Congress, 
make  it  a  primary  duty,  in  meeting  you, 
to  communicate  whatever  may  have  oc- 
curred, in  that  branch  of  our  national 
affairs. — The  Act  of  the  last  Session  of 
Congress  "  concerning  the  Commercial 
Intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France  and  their  depen- 
dencies," having  invited  in  a  new  fonn  a 
termination  of  their  Edicts  against  our 
neutral  commerce,  copies  of  the  Acts 
were  immediately  forwarded  to  our  mi- 
nisters at  London  and  Paris,  with  a  view 
that  its  object  might  be  within  the  early 
attention  of  the  French  and  British  go- 
vernments.— By  the  communication  re- 
ceived through  our  Minister  at  Pai-is,  it 
appeared  ihat  a  knowledge  of  the  act  by 
the  French  Government  was  followed  by 
a  declaration  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrecB  were  revoked,  and  would  cease  to 


19] 


JANUARY  0,  1811.—  OJicial  Papers. 


[50 


have  effect  on  the  first.day  of  November 
ensuing.  These  being  tlie  "uly  kfiown 
edicts  of  Fr;mce,  wiihin  the  (ie.-n  liption  ul 
the  act,  and  the  revotarion  of  them  ht  iri>^ 
such  that  they  ceased,  at  thai  oalt,  to 
violate  our  neutral  conin;erce ;  thr  fac,  as 
pif-scriDtd  hy  law,  was  announted  hy  a 
procl.<inati(jn  beuiing  date  the  '2(\  day  of 
November. — If  would  have  wei.  a-coided 
with  the  coDCiiiatoty  views,  indicated  by 
this  procteding  on  the  part  of  France,  to 
have  extended  them  to  ail  li.i  gnnuids  of 
jus-  complaint,  which  now  remain  unad- 
justed uifh  the  Dnited  bf^les.  It  was 
parhc'ilaily  an  icipated  !hat,  as  a  further 
evtder.ce  ofjurt  disp"^itions  towards thi-m, 
restoration  wuu^d  hnve  been  imuieaiatelv 
made  of  the  property  of  our  citizens 
seized  under  a  misapplication  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  reprisals,  combined  wiih  a  mis- 
consrruc'ion  of  a  law  ol  the  United  State  . 
This  expectation  has  not  been  fulfilled, — 
From  tlie  British  Gove rnment  no  commu- 
nicaiion  on  the  subject  of  the  act  has  been 
received.  To  a  communication  from  our 
IVlini.ster  at  London  oi  the  revocation,  by 
the  French  Governm(  nt,  of  its  Berlin  and 
Milan  Decret  ?,  it  was  answered  that  the 
British  system  would  be  relinquished  as 
soon  as  the  repeal  of  the  French  Decrees 
have  actually  taken  efi'eci,  and  the  coni- 
nierce  of  neutral  nations  have  been  re- 
stored to  the  condition  in  which  it  stood 
previously  to  the  piomulgation  of  those 
Decrees. — This  pledge,  although  it  does 
not  necesshnly  import,  does  not  exclude 
the  intention  of  relinquisliing,  along  with 
the  Orders  in  Council,  the  practice  of 
these  novel  blockades  which  have  a  like 
effect  of  interrupting  our  neutral  com- 
merce. And  this  further  justice  to  the 
United  States  is  the  rather  to  be  looked 
for,  inasmuch  as  the  blockades  in  question 
being  not  more  contrary  to  the  established 
law  of  nations,  than  inconsistent  with  the 
rules  of  blo(  kade  formerly  recognised  b^' 
Great  Britain  herself,  could  have  no  al- 
ledged  basis  other  than  the  plea  of  re- 
taliation alledged  as  the  basis  of  the  Or- 
ders \n  Council.  Under  the  modification 
of  the  original  Orders  in  Is'ov.  1807  into 
the  Orders  of  April  1809,  there  is  indeed 
scarcely  ^  nominal  distinction  between 
the  Orders  and  tht  blockades.  Ont  of 
these  illegitimate  blockades,  bearing  daie 
in  May  ISOb,  having  bten  expressly 
avowed  to  be  still  unrescinded,  ai:c;  to  be 
in  effect  Comprehended  in  the  Orders  in 
Council,  was  too  disiincily  brought  within 
the  purview  of  the  act  of  Congress,  not  to 


be  <;oniprehended  in  the  explanation  of 
if.c  iequ!si^'.js  t(,  be  a  compliance  with  it. 
liip  BrllI^h  G.ivermnent  was  accordmglv 
a;'prised  by  our  Minister  ijear  it,  that 
'•uch  was  the  li;;ht  in  which  the  subject 
was  to  be  regarded. —  in  this  «ew  posture 
ol  our  reldtjons  with  these  powers,  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress  will  be  properly 
turned  to  a  removal  of  doubts  which  may 
oocur  In  the  exposition,  and  difficulties 
if!  ftie.exfcuiion  of  the  act  above  cited.— 
Tr;e  commerce  of  the  United  States,  with 
the  north  of  Europe,  heretofore  much 
vexed  by  licentious  cruisers,  particularly 
under  the  Danish  flag,  has  latterly  been 
visited  with  fresh  and  extensive'  depreda- 
tions. The  measures  pursued  in  behalf  of 
our  injured  citizens,  not  having  obtained 
justice  for  them,  a  further  and  more  formal 
■nterposition  with  the  Danish  Government 
IS  contemplated.  The  principles  which 
have  been  maintained  by  thai  Government 
in  relation  to  neutral  commerce,  and  the 
friendly  professions  of  his  Danish  Majesty 
towards  the  United  States,  are  valuable 
pledges  in  favour  of  a  successful  is^ue. 
Among  the  events  growing  out  of  the 
state  of  the  Spanish  Monarchy,  our  atten- 
tion was  iuiperiously  attracted  to  the 
change,  developing  itself  in  that  portion 
of  West  Florida,  which  though  of  right 
appertaining  to  the  United  States,  had  re- 
mained in  the  possession  of  Spain,  await- 
ing the  result  of  negociation  for  its  actual 
delivery  to  them.  The  Spanish  authoritj^ 
was  subverted  :  and  a  situation  produced, 
exposing  the  country  to  ulterior  events, 
which  might  essentially  affect  the  rights 
and  welfare  of  the  union.  In  such  a  con- 
juncture, 1  did  not  delay  the  interposition 
required  for  the  occupancy  of  the  territory 
west  of  the  river  Perdido,  to  w  hich  the 
title  of  the  United  States  extends,  and  to 
which  the  laws  provided  for  the  territory 
of  Orleans,  are  applicable.  With  tlii.-; 
view  the  proclamation,  of  which  a  copV 
is  laid  before  you,  was  confided  to  t'fe 
governor  of  that  territory,  to  be  carried 
mto  etlfcct.  The  legality  and  necessity 
of  the  course  pursued,  assure  me  of  the 
favourable  light  in  which  it  will  present 
itself  to  the  legislature  ;  and  of  the  promp- 
titude with  which  they  will  supply  what- 
ever provisions  may  be  due  to  the  essen- 
tial rights  and  equitable  interests  of  the 
people  thus  brought  into  the  bosom  of  the 
American  family. — Our  amity  with  the 
powers  of  Barbary,  with  the  exception  of 
a  recent  occurrence  at  Tunis,  oi^  which 
an  explanation  is  just  received,  appears  to 
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have  been  uninterrupted,  and  to  have  ber  ]  out  of  die  \'aca!Jt  grour.J.s  v.  hit  a  have  a<> 
come  more,  firmiy  established. —  With  the  I  crued  to  the  natiou  within  tiiose  limits— 
Indiao  tribes  also,  the  peace  and  friend-     Such  an  institution,  though  local  in  its  le- 


ship  of  the  United  States  arc  found  to  be  so 
eligible,  that  tht:  disposition  to  preserve 
both  coutim;es  to  ^iun  strength. — I  fesl 
particular  saiisfacticii  in  retnarlcing  that 
aft  interior  view  of  our  country  presents 
us  with  grateful  proo'j  of  its  sabstanlial 
and  icicreasiug  prosperity.  To  a  thriv- 
ing agriculture,  and  the  iuiprove- 
iiieuts  relating  to  it,  isaJded  a  highly  in- 
teresting extension  of  useful  raanufactu res, 
tikc  couibined  product  of  proressional  oc- 
cupations, and  of  household  industry. 
Such,  indeed,  is  the  experience  of  econo- 
my, as  well  as  of  policy,  in  these  sub- 
stitutes K.ir  supplies  heretorbre  obiaiaed  by 
foreign  comuierce,  that,  in  a  national 
Tievv,  tlie  change  is  justly  regarded  as  of 
itself  more  than  a  reconipence  for  those 
privations  and  los.ses  resulting  from  fo- 
reign injustice,  which  furnished  the 
general  impulse  required  for  its  accom- 
plishment. How  far  it  may  be  expe- 
dient to  guard  the  iafancy  of  this  im- 
provement in  the  distribution  of  la- 
iDaur,  by  regulations  of  the  commercial 
tariir  is  a  subject  which  cannot  fail  to  sug- 
gest kselftoyour  patriotic  reflections. — 
It  will  vest  with  ihe  consideration  of  Con- 
^i)ss  also,  vvliethev  a  provident,  as  well  as 
fair  encouragement,  would  not  be  given  to 
our  navigation,  by  such  regulations  as  will 
place  it  on  a  level  of  competition  with  fo- 
reign vessels,  particularly  in  transporting 
the  important  and  bulky  productions  of  our 
own  soil.  The  failure  of  equality  and  re- 
ciprocity in  the  existing  regulations  on  this 
subject,  operates,  in  our  ports,  as  a  pre- 
mium to  foreign  competition ;  and  the  in- 
convenience must  increase  as  tiiese  may 
be  multiplied  under  more  favourable  cir- 
cumstances, by  the  more  tnan  countervail- 
ing encouragements  now  given  them  by 
the  laws  of  their  respective  countries. — 
Whilst  it  is  universally  admitted  that  a 
well- instructed  people  alone  can  be  pev- 
maiisntly  a  I'ree  ptiop'le  ;  and  whilst  it  is 
evident  that  the  means  of  diffusing  and  im- 
proving useful  knowledge  form  so  small  a 
proportion  of  the  expenditures  for  national 
purposes,  I  cannot  presume  it  to  be  v.n- 
seasoaable  to  invite  your  attention  to  the 
advantages  of  sujjeradding,  to  themean^  of 
education  provijtJed  by  the  several  States, 
a  ssraioary  of  learning,  instituted  bv  the 
national  Legislature,  within  the  limits  of 
their  exclusive  jurisdiction,  the  expence  of 
■which  might  be  defrayed  or  reimbursed 


gal  character,  would  be  universal  in  its 
beneficial  eliects.  By  enlightening  the 
opinions;  by  exp?indmg  the  patriotism; 
fiijd  by  assimilating  the  principles,  the  sen- 
timesits  ar.d  manners  of  those  who  might 
resort  to  this  temple  of  science,  to  be  re- 
distributed, in  due  time,  through  every 
part. of  ihe  community,  sources  of  je:vlousy. 
and  prejudice  would  be  diminished,  the 
features  of  national  charact;er  would  be 
multiplied,  and  greater  extent  given  to  so- 
cial harmony. — Bat  above  ail,  a  v/eli  con- 
stituted seminary  in  the  centre  of  the  na- 
tion is  recommended  by  the  consideration, 
that  the  additional  instruction  emanating 
from  it,  would  contribute  aiot  less  to 
strengthen  the  foundations,  than  to  adorn 
the  structure  of  our  free  and  happy  system 
of  government. — Among  the  commercial 
abuses  stiil  committed  under  the  American 
flag,  and  leaving  in  force  my  former  re- 
ferences to  that  subject,  it  appears  that 
American  citizens  are  instrumental  in  car- 
rying on  a  trafiic  in  enslaved  Africans, 
equally  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  humanity, 
and  in  defiance  of  those  of  their  own  coun- 
try. The  same  just  and  benevolent  mo- 
tives which  produced  the  interdiction  in 
force  against  this  criminal  conduct,  will 
doubtless  be  felt  by  Congress,  in  devising 
farther  means  of  suppressing  the  evil. — In 
the  midst  of  uncertainties,  necessarily  con- 
nected with  the  great  interests  of  the 
United  States,  prudence  requires  a  con- 
tinuance of  cur  defensive  and  precau- 
tionary arrangements.  The  secretary  of 
War  and  Siecretary  of  the  Navy  will  sub- 
mit the  statements  and  estimates  which 
may  aid  Congress,  in  their  ensuing  pro- 
visions fo|-  the  land  and  naval  forces.  The 
statements  of  the  latter  will  include  a  view 
of  the  transfers,  of  appropriations  in  the 
naval  expenditure,  ciud  the  grounds  on 
which  they  were  made. — The  fortifications 
for  the  defence  of  our  maritime  frontier, 
have  been  prosecuted  according  to  the  plan 
laid  dovi'n  iji  ]S08.  I'he  works,  with  some 
exceptions,  are  completed,  and  furnished 
vi^ith  ordnance.  Those  for  the  security  of 
New  York,  though  far  advanced  towards 
completion,  will  require  a  further  time  and 
appropriation.  This  is  the  case  with  a  few 
others,  either  not  completed,  or  in  need  of 
repairs. — The  improvciTients,  in  qu^ility 
and  quantity,  made  in  the  manufactory  of 
cannon ;  and  of  small  arms,  both  at  th« 
public  anuories,  and  private  factories,  war* 
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i-ant  additional  confidence  in  the  compe- 
tency of  tlioie  resources,  for  suppl5'ing  the 
public  exigencies. — These  preparations  for 
arming  the  militia,  having  thus  far  provid- 
ed for  one  of  the  objects  contemplated  by 
the  power  vested  in  Congress,  v  iih  respect 
to  that  great  bulwark  of  the  public  safety, 
it  is  for  their  consideration,  whether  fur- 
ther provisions  are  not  requisite,  for  the 
other  contemplated  objects,  of  organization 
and  discipline.  To  give  to  this  great 
mass  of  physical  and  moral  force,  the  ef- 
ficiency which  it  merits,  and  is  capable  of 
receiving,  it  is  indespensible  that  they 
should  be  instructed  and  practised  in  the 
rules  by  which  they  are  to  be  governed. 
Towards  an  accomplishment'of  this  im- 
portant work,  I  recommend,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  CoM^ress,  the  expediency  of 
a  system,  which  shali,  in  t'le  first  instance, 
call  into  the  field,  at  the  public  expence, 
and  for  a  given  time,  certain  portions  of 
the  comm  ssioned  and  non-commissioned 
offi<ers.  The  instrurtion  and  discipline 
thus  .icquired  would  gradi'  illy  ditTusethro' 
the  entire  body  of  ni  li'ia  that  practical 
kjinvvledge  an<i  promptitude  for  actual  ser- 
vice, which  are  the  great  ends  to  be  pur- 
sued. Experience  has  left  uo  doubt,  either 
of  the  necessitv,  or  of  the  efficacy  of  com- 
petent iniiitary  skill,  in  those  portions  of 
an  army,  in  fitting  it  for  the  final  duties 
which  it  may  have  to  perform. — The  corps 
of  engineers,  wiili  the  military  academy, 
are  entitled  to  the  early  attention  of  Con- 
g'.ess.  The  buildings  at  the  seat  fixt  by 
law,  for  the  present  academy,  are  not  so 
far  in  decay,  as  not  to  afford  the  necessary 
accommodatiou.  But  a  revision  of  the 
law  is  recommended,  principally  with  a 
view  to  a  more  enlarged  cultivation  and 
ditFusion  of  the  advantage  of  such  institu- 
tions, by  providing  professorships  for  all 
the  necessary  branches  of  military  instruc- 
tion, and  bv  the  establishment  of  an  ad- 
ditional academy,  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, or  elsewhere.  Tlie  means  bv  which 
war,  as  well  for  defence,  as  for  oftenbe, 
are  now  carried  on,  render  these  schools 
of  the  most  scientific  operation  an  indis- 
pensible  part  of  every  adequate  system. 
Even  among  nations  whose  large  standing 
aroiies  and  frequent  wars  afford  every 
other  opportunity  of  instruction,  these 
establi.shmeats  are  found  to  be  indispensi- 
ble  for  the  due  attainment  of  the  branches 
of  military  science,  which  require  a  regular 
course  ol  study  and  experiment.  In  a  go- 
vernment, happily  without  the  other  oppor- 
tunities^ seminaries  where  the  elementary 
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principles  of  war  can  be  taught  without  ac- 
tual war,  and  without  the  expense  of  exten- 
sive and  standing  armies,  have  the  precious 
advantage  of  uniting  an  essential  prepara- 
tion aganist  external  danger,  with  a  scrupu- 
lous  regard  to  internal  safety.  In  no  other 
way,  probably,  can  a  provision  of  eqiflkl 
efficacy,  for  the  public  defence,  he  made 
at  so  little  expence,  or  more  consistently 
with  public  liberty. — The  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
30th  of  "September  last  (and  'amounting  to 
more  than  eight  millions  and  a  half  of  dol- 
lars), have  exceeded  the  current  expenses 
of  the  Government,  including  the  iiuerest 
of  the  public  debt. — For  the  purpose  of  re- 
imbursing at  the  end  of  the  year  3,75l),00O 
dollars,  of  the  principal,  a  loan,  as  autho- 
rised by  !av/,  had  been  neguciattd  to  that 
amount,  but  has  since  been  reduced  to 
2,750,000  dollars ;  the  reduction  being 
permitted  by  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  in 
which  there  will  be  a  balance  remaining 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  estimatetl  at  2,000,000 
dollars.  Tor  the  probable  receipts  the 
next  vear,  and -other  details,  I  refer  lo  state- 
ments which  will  be  transmitted  from  the 
Treasury,  and  which  will  enable  y<ju  to 
judge  what  further  proceedings  may  be 
necessary  for  the  ensuing. — Reserving  to 
future  occasions^  in  the  course  of  the  I:^es- 
sion,  whatever  other  communications  may 
claim  your  attention,  1  close  the  present, 
by  expressing  my  reliance,  under  the  bless- 
ing of  Divine  Providence,on  the  judgment 
and  patriotism  which  will  guide  your 
measures,  at  a  period  particularly  calling 
for  united  councils,  and  inflexible  exer- 
tions, for  the  welfare  of  our  country  ;  and 
by  assuring  you  of  the  fidelity  and  alacri- 
ty with  which  my  co-operation  will  be  af- 
forded. 


France. — Napoleon's  Message  to  the  Con- 
servative ISenate,  laying  before  the'm  (}.  re- 
port of  the  Stale  of  the  Empire,  and  of  his 
tueusures  reUuive  to  Holland,  the  North 
of  Europe,  England,  Prisoners  of  War, 
the  Valais,  ifc.  iOth  Dec.  IS  10. 

Senators — I  have  ordered  my  Minister 
for  Foreign  Afiairs  to  communicate  to  you 
the  several  circumstances  which  occasion 
the  junction  of  Holiand  with  the  Enijure. 
— Thu  Orders  published  by  the  British 
Council  in  1806  and  ISO?  have  rent  in 
pieces  the  public  law  of  Europe.  A  new 
order  of  things  governs  the  Universe. 
New  secarities  becoming  necessary  to  me, 
the  junction  of  the  mouths  of  the  Scheldt, 
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the  Meiose,  the  Rhine,  the  Ems,  tlieWeser,  j  jesly  made  oflers  of  peace,  and  without 
and  the  JE-lbe,  with  the  Empire,  the  estah-  i  considering  whetiier  it  would  be  more  ad- 
lishoient  of  an  inland  navigation  with  the  »  vuntaf^eous  than  war:  you  looked.  Sir, 
Baltic,  have  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  first 
and  most  important. — I  have  ordered  the 
plan  of  a  Canal  to  be  prepared,  which 
will  be  executed  in  the  course  of  five 
years,  and  will  connect  the  Seine  with 
the  Baltic— Those  Princes  will  be  in- 
demnified who  may  find  themselves  cir- 
cumscribed by  this  g'cat  measure,  which 
is  become  absolutely  necessary,  and  which 
will  rest  the  r^ght  of  my  frontiers  upon 
the  Baltic. — Before  I  came  to  this  deter- 
nunation,  I  apprised  England  of  it.  She 
was  acquainttd  that  the  only  means  for 
preserving  the  independence  of  Holland 
was  to  retract  her  Orders  in  Council  of 
ISOO  and  1807,  or  to  return  at  last  to 
pacific  sentiments.  But  this  Power  was 
deaf  to  the  voice  of  her  interests,  as  well 
as  to  the  cries  of  Europe. — I  «as  in  hopes 
of  being  able  to  establish  a  carlel  for  the 
exchange  of  piisoners  of  war  bet\veen 
France  and  England,  and  to  avail  myself 
in  consequence  of  the  residence  of  two 
Commissioners  at  Paris  and  London,  to 
bring  about  an  approximation  between 
the  two  countries.  I  have  been  disap- 
pointed in  my  expectations.  I  conld  find 
nothing  in  the  mode  in  which  the  Enj^lish 
Government  negociated  but  craft  and  de- 
ceit.— The  junction  of  the  Valais  is  an 
eiFect  long  intended  of  the  immense  works 
which  I  have  had  j)erformed  in  the  Alps 
within  the  last  ten  years.  At  the  time  of 
rav  act  of  mediation,  I  separated  the 
Valais  from  the  Helvetic  League,  fore- 
seeing then  a  measure  of  such  advantage 
to  France  and  Italy. — So  long  as  the  war 
continues  with  England,  the  French  peo- 
ple must  not  lay  down  their  arms. — My 
finances  are  in  the  most  flourishing  state. 
I  can  meet  all  the  expences  which  this 
immense  empire  requires,  without  calling 
upon  my  people  for  fresh  sacrifices. 


Fpance. — Report,  or  Exposition,  of  the  State 
of  the  Empire,  by  tht  Duke  of  Cadore, 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs^  to  the  Em- 
ptor, SihBee.  1810. 

Sir — Your  Majesty  has  exalted  France 
to  the  highest  point  of  greatness.  The 
victories  obtained  over  five  successive 
coalitions,  all  promoted  by  England,  have 
produced  these  consequences  ;  and  it  may 
be  said,  that  we  are  indebted  t*-  England 
for  the  glory  and  power  of  the  Great 
Enipirc— At  every  opportunity,  your  Ma- 


only  to  the  happiness  of  the  present  gene- 
ration, and  you  always  shewed  j^^urself 
ready  to  sacrifice  to  it  the  most  flattering 
prospects  of  the  future. — It  was  in  this 
spirit  that  the  peace  of  C^mpo  Formio,  of 
Lunevllie,  arid  of  Amiens,  and  subse- 
quently of  Presburg,  of  Tilsit,  and  of 
Vienna,  were  concloued  ;  it  was  in  thia 
spirit  that  your  Majesty  has  five  times 
sacrificed  to  peace  the  greater  part  of 
your  conquests.  More  anxio';>  to  adora 
your  reign  by  the  public  happiness,  than 
to  extend  the  frontiers  of  your  empire, 
your  Majesty  set  bounds  to  your  great- 
ness;  while  England,  keeping  the  torch 
of  war  continually  alive,  seemed  to  con- 
spire aganist  her  allies  as  weil  as  herself 
to  create  the  greatest  empire  that  has 
existed  for  twenty  cenluriej.  —  At  the 
peace  of  1783,  the  power  of  France  was 
strong  in  the  Family  Compact,  which 
closely  bound  Spam  and  Naples  with  her 
poliiical  system.  At  the  peace  of  Amiens, 
the  respective  strength  of  the  three  great 
Powers  was  increased  by  the  addition  of 
twelve  millions  of  Polish  inhabitants. 
The  Houses  of  France  and  Spain  were 
essentially  hostile  to  each  othi  r,,  and  the 
people  of  the  two  countries  were  removed 
farther  than  ever  from  each  other,  by 
the  difference  of  their  manners.  One  of 
the  great  Continental  Powers  had  her 
strength  less  diminished  by  the  junction 
of  Belgium  with  France,  than  it  was  in- 
creased by  the  acquisition  of  Venice;  the 
secularizations  also  of  the  Germanic  Body 
added  more  to  the  power  of  our  rivals  — 
Thus,  at  the  conclusion  of  th;^'  Treaty  of 
Amiens,  the  relative  force  of  France  was 
less  than  at  the  peace  of  1783,  and  much 
inferi(jr  to  that  to  which  the  victories  ob- 
tained during  the  wars  of  the  two  fist 
coalitions  gave  her  a  right  to  expect. 
This  treaty,  hpwever,  was  scarcely  con- 
cluded, when  the  jt^alousy  of  England 
displayed'  itself  strongly.  She  took  the 
alarn)  at  the  continuahy  increasiu;);  jiros- 
periiy  and  riches  .>f  the  inieri-'r pi"  France  ; 
and  she  hoped  that  a  third  coalition 
would  wres^  Beigiuni,  the  proviin-es  of  -he 
Khine,  and  Italy,  from  your  crown  The 
pe<ice  of  Amiens  v.as  broken;  a  rrnrd 
cotlitioa  was  formed,  ilirc-e  months  altrr, 
it  was  dissolved  by  the  treaty  ui' Presburg. 
—  RtiglaMd  saw  all  her  hopes  inasted  ; 
Vt-iiice,  Dalmatia,  Istria,  the  vho!e  of  the 
Adriatic  coast,  and  that  of  the  kingdom  of 
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Naples,   fell    into  the    power  of  France.  | 
The    Germanic    body,    established    upon 
principles  contrary  to  those  upon  wiiich  the  . 
French  empire    was  founded,  dropped  to 
pieces;  and  the  system  of  the  Confedera- 
tion of  the  Rhine  transformed  to  close  and  I 
necessary  allies  the  same  nations,  who  in  I 
thefirstcoalitions marched  against  France;  j 
and  united  them  indissolubly  to  herself  by  | 
their   common   interests. — The    peace   of 
Amiens    then    became    in    England    the 
object  of, every    Statesman.      Tlie    new 
acquisitions  by  France,  which  there    were 
no  hopes  of  wresting  from  her  at  any  fu- 
ture time,  rendered  the  fault  that  was  com- 
mitted more  evident,  and  shewed  the  full 
extent  of  it. — An  enlightened  man,  who 
during  the  short  interval  of  the  peace  of 
Amiens,  visited  Paris,  and  had  learned  to 
know  France   and    your  Majesty,  was  put 
at   the  head  of  affairs  in  England.     This 
man  of  genius  comprehended  the  situation  j 
of  the  two  countries.     He  perceived  that 
it  was  not  in  the   power  of  any  Slate  to 
compel    France    to  retrogade ;    and    that 
the  true  policy  consisted  in  arresting  her 
progress.     He    perceived,    that    by    the 
success  obtained  over   the  third  coalition, 
the  question  ^vas  changed  ;  and   that    it 
must  no  longer   be  thought  of  contesting 
with  France  the  possessions   that   she   ac- 
quiied  by  victory  ;   but  that  it  was  neces- 
sary, by  a  speedy  peace,  to  prevent  those 
new  acquisitions  which  the  continuation  of 
the  war   would  render  inevitable.     This 
minister  did  not  conceal    any  of  the    ad- 
vantages which  France  derived  from  the 
erroneous  policy  of  England  ;  but  he  had 
in  view  those    which  she    might  still    ac- 
quire.     He  thought  that  England  would 
gain  much,    if  none   of  the    Continental 
Powers  lost  more.     He  directed    his  po- 
licy to  disarm    France,    and   to  have  the 
Confederation  of  the  North   of  Germany 
recognized   in  opposition  to  the  Confede- 
ration of  the  Rliine.     He  perceived  that 
Prussia  could  only  be  preserved  by  peace; 
and  that   on    the   fate  of  that  power   de- 
pended the  system  of  Saxony,  of  Hessia, 
of  Hanover,  the  fate  of  the  mouths  of  the 
Ems,  of  the  Jade,   of  the  Weser,  of  the 
Elbe,  of  the    Oder,  and   of  the   Vistula, 
ports  necessary  for  the  commerce  of  Eng- 
land.    Like  a  great  man.  Fox  did  not  de- 
liver him.self  up  to   useless  sorrow  for  the 
rupture   of  the   Treaty   of  Amiens,   and 
losses  henceforth  irreparable  ;  he  wished 
to  prevent  greater,  and  he  sent  Lord  Laud- 
erdale to  Paris. — The  negotiations  began, 
and   every  thing  led  to  hope   that  they 
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would  have   ended    happily,   when    Fox 
died.     From  that   time-  they  languished. 
The  ministers  were  neither  sufficiejitly  en- 
lightened nor  temperate  to  perceive  the 
necessity  of  peace.     Prussia,  excited   h\r 
that  spirit  which  England  infused  into  ail 
Europe„  put  her  troops   in  march.     The 
Imperial  Guard  received  orders  to  set  out  ; 
Lord  Lauderdale  appeared  terrified  at  the 
consequences  of  the  new  events  that  were 
preparing.     It  was   proposed  to   sign  the 
treaty ;  that   Prussia  should   be    included 
in   it,  and  that  the  Confederation  of  the 
North  of  Germany  should  be  recognized. 
Your  Majesty,  with  that  spirit  of  modera- 
tion bf  which  you  have  given  such  fre- 
quent examples  to  Europe,  consented. — 
The  departure  of  the  Imperial  Guard  was 
delayed  for  some  days,  but  Lord  Lauder- 
dale hesitated  :  he  thought  it  necessary  to 
send  a  messeager  to  his  Court,  and  that 
messenger  brought  him  an  order  to  return. 
In  a  few  days  after  Prussia  no  longer  exr 
isted  as  a  preponderating   Power.      Pos- 
terity  will  consider  that  period  as  one  of 
the  most  decisive  in  the  histories  of  Eng- 
hnd  and  of  France.     The  treaty  of  Tilsit 
put  an  end  to  the  fourth  coalition. — [After 
some  further   uninteresting   remarks,   the 
Report   proceeds  thus :] — The  fifth   coa- 
lition broke  out,  the  new  events  of  which 
again  turned  out  advantageous  to  France. 
Tlie  only  ports  by  which  England  preserv- 
ed an  avowed  communication  with  the  Con- 
tinent, together  with  the  lUyrian  province* 
passed  under  the  power  of  your  Majesty 
by  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  and  the  Allies  of 
the  Empire  beheld  their  power  increased. 
— The  British  Orders  in  Council  had  over* 
thrown  the  laws  of  the  commerce  of  the 
world;  England,  whose  whole  existence 
is  attached  to  commerce,  had  thus  thrown 
disorder  into  the  commerce  of  other  na- 
tions.    She  had  contemned  all  its  privi- 
leges.    The  decrees  of  Berlin  and  of  Mi- 
lan had  repelled  these  monstrous  novel- 
ties.   Holland  found  that  her  position  was  a 
difficult  one;   her  government  had  not  an 
action  sufficiently  energetic ;  her  custom- 
houses afforded  too  little  security  to  permit 
that  centre  of  continental  commerce  to  re- 
main much   longer  insulated  from  France. 
Your  Majesty,  for  the  interests  of  your  peo- 
ple,and  to  secure  the  execution  of  the  sys- 
tem which  you  had  opposed  to  the  tyranni- 
cal act  of  EnglaM<l,saw  yourself  compelled 
to  change  the  fate  of  Holland.     Your  Ma- 
jesty, nevertheless,  constant  in  your  sys- 
tem, and  in  j'our  desire  of  peace,  gave 
England  to  understand  that  she  could  r.ut 
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preserve  the  independence  of  Holland, 
but  by  recalling  her  Orders  in  Council,  or 
adopting  pacific  views. — The  ministers  of 
a  eommercial  nation  treated  with  levity 
overtures  so  greatly  interesting  to  its  com- 
merce. They  replied,  that  England  had 
no  power  over  the  fate  of  Holland.  In 
the  illusions  of  their  pride,  they  miscon- 
ceived the  motives  of  that  measure  ;  they 
pretended  to  see  in  it  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  efficacy  of  their  Orders  m  Council, 
and  Holland  was  united.  Since  they 
would  have  it  so.  Sire,  I  think  it  useful  at 
this  moment,  and  I  propose  to  your  Ma- 
jesty to  consolidate  that  union  by  a  Se- 
natus-Consulta. — The  annexation  of  the 
Hanseatic  Towns,  of  Lanenburg,  and  of 
the  whole  coast  from  the  Elbe  to  the  Ems 
is  commanded  by  circumstances.  That 
territor5r  is  ah'eady  under  the  dominion  of 
your  Majest}'. — The  immense  warehouses 
at  Heligoland  would  always  thi eaten  to 
inundate  the  Continent,  if  a  singi«^  point 
remained  open  to  the  English  trade   upon 


to  commerce  a  deceitful  security.  In 
1750,  in  February  1793,  in  1801*,  in  the 
instance  of  Spain,  as  in  May  1803,  the 
period  of  the  rupture  of  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  England  commenced  hostilities 
before  she  declared  war.  Vessels  which 
navigated  in  the  faith  of  peace,  were  taken 
by  surprise,  commerce  was  plundered, 
peaceable  citizens  were  deprived  of  their 
liberty,  and  the  ports  of  England  were 
filled  with  these  disgraceful  trophies. 
Should  these  examples  be  ever  renewed, 
the  subjects  of  England,  travelling  either 
for  pleasure  or  business,  whose  properties 
and  persons  shall  be  secured  in  Hill  our 
ports  from  the  Baltic  sea  to  the  Adriatic 
gulf,  will  be  answerable  for  these  at- 
tempts; and  if  the  English  Government, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  people  of 
London  forget  the  injustice  of  the  war,  will 
gratify  them  with  the  sight  of  prizes  taken 
\n  contempt  of  the  law  of  nations,  they 
win  also  have  it  in  their  power  to  shew 
them  the  losses  which  most  certainly  re- 


the  coasts  of  the   North  Sea;  and  if  the  *  suit  from  it. — Sire,  your  Majesty  wiil  per- 


moulhs  of  the  Jade,  the  Weser,  and  the 
Elbe,  were  not  for  ever  closed  against  her. 
— -The  British  Orders  in  Council  have  to- 
tally destroyed  the  privileges  of  neutral 
navigation;  your  Majesty  can  no  longer 
supply  your  arsenals,  and  have  a  sure 
channel  for  your  commerce  with  the 
North,  but  by  means  of  internal  naviga- 
tion.—The  repairing  and  enlarging  of  the 
Canal  between  Hamburg  and  Lubeck,  and 
the  construction  of  a  new  Canal,  which 
will  uaite  the  Elbe  to  the  Weser,  and  the 
Weser  to  the  Ems,  which  will  only  re- 
quire four  or  five  years  labour,  and  an  ex- 
penditure of  fifteen  or  twenty  millions,  in 
a  country,  the  soil  of  which  offers  no  phy- 
sical obstacles,  will  open  to  the  French 
merchants  a  cheap,  easy,  and  safe  route. 
Your  Empire  can  always  trade  with  the 
Baltic,  convey  to  the  North  the  produce 
of  her  soil  and  manufactures,  and  draw 
from  thence  the  articles  necessary  for  vour 
Majesty's  navy. — The  flags  of  Hamburg, 
of  Bremen,  and  of  Lubeck,  which  at  pre- 
sent wander  on  (he  seas,  denationalized 
by  the  British  Orders  in  Council,  will 
share  the  fate  of  the  French  flag,  and  join 
with  it,  for  the  interest  of  the  common 
cause,  and  in  re-establishing  the  liberty  of 
the  seas. — Peace  will  take  place  at  last; 
for,  soonfer  or  later,  the  great  interests  of 
nations,  of  justice,  and  of  humanity,  will 
prevail  over  passion  and  hatred.  But  the 
experience  of  sixty  years  has  shewn  us 
that  peace  with  England  can  only  aliord 


severe  in  your  decrees  so  long  as  England 
persists  in  her  Orders  in  Council.  You 
will  oppose  to  the  Maritime  blockade,  the 
Continental  blockade,  and  to  the  plunder 
on  the  seas,  the  confiscation  of  English 
merchand-ze  on  the  Continent. — It  is  my 
duty  to  acquaint  your  Majesty  that  you 
can  have  henceforth  no  hope  to  bring 
back  your  enemies  to  more  moderate  ideas 
than  by  persevering  in  this  system.  The 
result  of  it  will  be  to  place  England  in 
such  a  disagreeable  situation,  that  she  will 
be  at  length  compelled  to  acknowledge 
that  she  cannot  violate  the  laws  of  neutral* 
on  the  sea,  and  claim  their  protection  on  the 
Continent;  that  the  sole  source  of  her  mis- 
fortunes is  in  her  Orders  in  Council ;  and 
that  the  increase  of  the  power  of  France, 
which  will  long  excite  her  spite  and  jea- 
lousy, is  owing  to  the  blind  p-ission  of 
those  who  have  broken  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  put  an  end  to  the  negociation  at 
Paris,  rejected  the  propositions  iiom  Tilsit 
and  Erfurth,  disdained  the  overtures  mnde 
before  the  araiexation  of  Holland,  have 
given  the  last  blow  to  her  trade  and  her 
power,  and  conducted  your  Empire  to  the 
lulfilment  of  its  higli  destinies. 

Champagny,  Duke  of  Cadore. 


FiiANCE.- Ihcument  translated  Jrom  the 

Moniteur,  relatm<^  to  the  Nfcociations 
betiveen  France  and  England  ir:  180(», 
tvhen  Lord  Lauderdale  teas  at  Farts. 
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The  documents  relating  to  the  negocia- 
tions  with  England  before  the  Prussian  war 
have  been  aheatly  published.  The  last 
of  these  publications,  in  Octob-er  1 800, 
was  that  relating  to  the  negociation  opened 
at  Paris  by  Lord  Yarmouih,  and  after- 
wards continued  and  broken  off  by  Lord 
Lauderdale.  But  this  publication,  con- 
taining only  the  ofiicial  notes  inter- 
changed between  the  respective  Plenipo- 
tentiaries, has  not  sufiiciently  explained 
the  circumstances  which  produced  the 
rupture. — The  extract  of  the  account  of 
the  two  last  conferences  between  the 
French  and  English  Plenipotentiaries, 
which  was  sent  at  the  time  to  the  Minister 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  who  had  then  left 
Paris  in  his  Majesty's  suite,  will  best  at- 
tain this  object.  It  wiii  be  there  seen  that 
England  had  it  in  her  power  to  prevent 
the  war  with  Prussia,  and  that  she  would 
not;  and  that  it  was  in  vain  that  the  re- 
sult of  that  campaign,  and  the  increase  cf 
power  %vhicii  it  must  necessarily  give  to 
France,  were  announced' to  her  Plenipo- 
tentiary. Thv^  English  Government  would 
run  the  risk  of  it. — Four  years  later  she 
might  have  preserved  Holland  in  the  same 
manner.  It  will  be  seen  in  the  documents 
of  a  negociation,  which  the  Dutch  Minis- 
ters endeavoured  to  open  with  the  British 
Government,  that  England  preferred  the 
continuation  of  the  war  to  the  independ- 
ence of  iloiland,  as  ?he  preferred  it  to  the 
safety  of  Prussia. — France,  then,  has  been 
placed  in  the  great  situation  which  she 
occupies,  solely  by  the  obstinacy  of  Eng- 
land in  prolonging  this  war,  which  sf^e 
declares  must  be  perpetual.  Every  epoch 
at  which  she  has  rejected  peace,  has 
proved  to  France  an  epich  of  giory,  and 
increase  of  power. 
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exalted,  because  England  would  acquire 
by  it  the  merit  of  having  saved  a  power 
Vv'ith  whom  she  is  actually  at  war,  but 
whose  preservation  is  prescribed  to  her  by 
her  interest.  Lord  Lauderdale  appeared 
sensible  of  the  grandeur  of  this  proposition^ 
and  of  the  great  advantage  that  it  would  be 
to  his  country.  I  added,  that  not  a  mo- 
ment was  to  be  lest ;  that  if  once  the  war 
began,  both  sides  must  run  the  chances  of 
it ;  and  that  neither  lie  nor  I  could  foresee 
whither  the  fortune  of  France,  and  the. 
genius  of  her  leader  might  carry  our  arms, 
our  influence,  and  our  glor-f. — After  hav- 
ing reflected  upon  this  declaration,  ant! 
recalling  to  his  memory  my  answer  re- 
specting the  impossibility  of  restorinoj 
Dalmatia,  Lord  Lauderdale  infornied  me, 
that  he  wovld  send  a  messenger  to  his 
Court ;  pnd  he  rcquesttvj  a  second  confe- 
rence.— This  second  conference  took  place 
ts-day  at  two  o'clock.  Lord  Lauderdale 
had  received  a  messenger  from  Lon  Ion, 
who  brought  him  an  account  of  the  for- 
mation of  the  new  Ministr}-,  and  instruc- 
tions relating  to  the  negociation.  My 
Lord  appeared  more  persevering  than  ever 
in  the  propositions,  which  he  had  before 
made,  and  in  his  determination  of  demand- 
ing his  passports;  he  brought  to  my  re- 
coilection  the  declaration  which  I  had 
made  to  him  respecting  the  impossibility 
of  arresting  by  peace  the  march  of  the 
French  army,  when  it  wes  ready  to  begin 
the  campaign.  "  I  would  have  asked  for 
that,"  soid  h?,^  "  in  the  name  of  my  Go- 
vernmen^j  which  you  had  declared  to  me; 
I  had  received  orders  to  that  effect :  but  i 
must,  no:withstanding,  render  this  justice 
to  the  French  Government,  that  it  v*2s  it 
which  To'untariiy  made  this  declaration. 


Negociation  of  Lord  Lauderdale.— — Extract 
from  the  Account  giincn  to  the  MiniUer  for 
Foreign  Affairs  by  the  French  Plenipoten- 
tiary.     Paris,  Sept.  26th  1800. 

Sir, 

*  *  *  In  consequence  of  the 
authority  given  to  me  b}'  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor,  I  declared  to  Lard  Lauderdale 
that  a  peace,  speedily  signed  and  ratified, 
before  the  military  operations  had  pro- 
ceeded to  a  certain  length,  could  imme- 
diately stop  their  progress;  and  that  he 
was  in  a  situation  to  fill,  and  to  make  Eng- 
land the  high  character  of  Pacificator  of 
the  Continent;    a,  character    the   more 


Holland. — --Fractedinfis  of  the  Dutch 
Rhrdstry  ivith  the  English  Government, 
relative  to  the  jrcserving  of  the  indepaid- 
cnce  of  HoUund  by  the  ineans  of  a  Peace 
v;ith  France. — lyiO. — From  No.  I.  to 
No.  IV. 

No.  L— — iCqmtnunication  of  the  King  of 
Holland  to  his  Ministers. 
Gentlemen, — For  the  six  weeks  that  I 
have  been  with  the  Emperor,  my  brother, 
I  have  been  constantly  occupied  with  the, 
affairs  of  the  kingdom.  L'"  1  have  been 
rvble  to  efface  some  tinfavourable  impres- 
sions, or  at  least  to  modify  them,  I  must 
acknowledge  that  I  have  not  succeeded  in 
reconciling  in  his  mind,  the  existence  and 
independence  of  the  kingdomj  with  the 
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'uccess  and  prosperity  of  the  Continental 


'ystem  ; 


and  in  particular,  that  of  France 
against  England.  I  am  assured  that 
France  is  firmly  resolved  to  annex  Hol- 
land, in  spite  of  all  considerations;  and 
that  she  is  convinced  that  its  independence 
can  no  lunger  be  prolonged,  if  the  mari- 
time war  coutinOes.  In  this  cruel  cer- 
tainty, there  no  longer  remains  to  us  but 
one  hope,  which  is,  that  a  maritime  peace 
be  negotiated:  that  alone  can  avert  the 
danger  which  threatens  us ;  and  without 
t!ie  siiecet;s  of  those  negociations,  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  the  independence  of  Holland  is 
no  more  ;  that  no  sacrifice  can  prevent  the 
blow.  It  is  thus  the  clear  and  formal  in- 
tention of  France  to  sacrifice  every  thing 
in  ordtr  to  acquire  Holland,  and  so  to 
augmeol,  whatever  it  may  cost  her,  her 
means  for  opposing  England.  Doubtless, 
^England  will  have  every  thing  to  fear 
from  such  an  augmentation  of  her  coasts 
ivnd  niarine  on  the  part  of  France.  It  is 
therefore  possible  that  their  own  interest 
may  induce  the  English  to  ward  ofFa  blow 
which  may  prove  so  fatal  to  them. — I  com- 
mit to  you  the  care  of  developing  this  idea 
with  all  the  energy  which  may  be  neces- 
sary to  make  the  English  Government  feel 
the  importance  of  the  measure  which  it 
remains  for  it  to  take — impress  upon  it  all 
the  arguments  and  all  the  considerations 
which  shall  present  themselves  to  your 
minds— adopt  this  proceeding  of  your- 
selves, without  my  name  being  at  all  men- 
tioned in  it.  But  there  is  no  time  to  be 
lost ;  send  immediately  some  trusty  and 
discreet  commercial  gentleman  to  Eng- 
land, and  inform  me  of  the  result  on  his 
return.  Let  me  know  the  period  when 
that  may  be ;  for  we  have  no  time  to  lose : 
there  remain  to  us  only  a  few  days.  Two 
corps  of  the  grand  army  are  on  their 
march  to  Holland  ;  Marshal  Oudinot  has 
just  set  out  to  take  the  command  of  them. 
Let  me  know  what  you  have  done  in  pur- 
suance of  this  letter,  and  on  what  day  I 
may  have  an  answer  from  England. 

No.  II. — Instructions  given  by    the    Dutch 
Ministri/  (0  M.  Laboiiehere,  1st  Feb.  1810. 

"  The  object  of  the  commission  with 
which,  bv  orders  of  the  undersigned,  M. 
Pierre  Cesar  Labouchere  is  entrusted,  is 
to  make  known  to  the  English  govern- 
ment, that,  in  consequence  of  information 
which  has  reached  the  Dutch  ministers, 
and  which  has  every  appearance  of  au- 


thenticity, the  destiny. of  liojiandj  tint  is, 
the  maintenance  or  the  loss  of  her  political 
existence,  depends  on  the  dispositions  en- 
tertained en  the  part  of  the  English  go- 
veriiment,  with  respect  to  arriving  at  a 
speedy  peace  with  France;  or  at  leiist 
with  respect  lo  the  making  of  a  real  change 
in  the  measures  adopted  by  the  above 
government,  in  relation  to  the  commfi?ce 
and  rjavigation  of  neutrals.— The  said 
Sicur  Labouchere  txiust,  in  consequence, 
repair  with  all  convenient  speed  to  Lon- 
don, where,  in  the  manner  and  way  which 
he  shall  find  most  suitable,  he  sliall  seek 
to  communicate  the  above  state  of  things 
to  the  kitowledge  of  the  English  ministry, 
and  of  every  other  person  who  may  be 
able  to  promote  the  object  in  view  ;  and 
he  shall-  he  permitted  to  make  known, 
tint  he  fills  this  mission  with  the  consent 
of  the  Dutch  Government,  who,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  authenticity  of  the  above 
information,  b'^aringthat, without  theabove 
change  in  the  system  of  England,  the  loss 
of  ti)e  independence  of  Holland  is  abso- 
lutely inevitable,  have  thought  proper  to 
shut  their  eyes  upon  all  considerations 
and  difficulties,  to  attempt  every  thing 
that  may  serve  to  maintain  the  political 
existence  of  the  countrj'.—Hje  will  then 
endeavour  to  impress  upon  the  English 
government,  how  much  it  would  be  for 
the  advantage  of  England  that  Holland 
should  not  fall  under  the  sovereign  domi- 
nion of  the  French  empire,  but  remain  al- 
ways an  independant  power.  To  prove 
this  assertion,  he  will  use  all  the  argu- 
ments with  which  the  business  itself  can 
furnish  him,  and  which  shall  occur  to 
him.— If  he^'find  this  conviction  in  the 
English  gov^-rnipent,  or  shall  find  means 
to  inspire  it,  lie  will  endeavour  to  engage 
it  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
political  independance  of  this  country, 
and  in  promptly  applying  himself  to  ne- 
gociations  tending  to  attain  a  general 
peace ;  or  at  least,  in  case  such  negocia- 
lions  could  not  be  promptl}^  adopted  and 
commenced,  in  giving  satisfactory  as- 
surances of  its  intention  to  make  some 
changes  in  the  system  adopted  by  the 
British  Orders  in  Council  of  November 
1807,  and  in  the  measures  which  have  re- 
sulted from  them. — Above  all,  he  must 
urge  this  latter  object,  for  the  purpose,  he 
will  say,  of  making  opposition  to  the 
eagerness  of  France  to  occupy  Holland. 
(To  be  continued.) 
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"  As  to  a  coj-dial  union  of  interest  between  Holland  and  EngLmd,  it  is  as  unnatural  to  bappen  m 
"  between  tw«  individual  rivals  of  the  same  trade :  And  if  tl.&re  is  any  step  that  England  can  take  to 
"  put  it  at  a  still  greater  distance,  it  is  the  part  she  is  no.r  actir-j. .  She  Las  increased  the  animosity  of 
«'  Holland  on  the  speculative  politics  of  intercstir.j:  the  StarJthoIder,  ich;se  future  repose  depcnki  uboa 
uniting  with  the  opposition  rn  Holland,  as  the  present  reign  did  with  the  Scotch.  Howfooiish  thenha* 
*'  been  the  policy,  how  needless  the  expence,  of  endangering  a  war  on  account  of  the  aflairs  of  Holland  *» 
"—PAINE.     Prospects  on  the  Rubicon,  1 787.  ". 
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Portugal.     The  Wak. It  is  truly 

surprizing  to  observe  into  what  insignifi- 
cance this  subject  has  fallen  with  the 
public.  A  little  while  back  nothing  else 
was  talked  of;  nothing  else  was  heard  of  ; 
it  filled  every  raouth;  and,  anoongst  other 
reasons  for  imposing  restrictions  upon  the 
Prince  of  Wales  was  this,  that,  if  Uft 
uncontrouled,  he  might  totally  change 
the  system  of  warfare,  and  might  ecbandon 
Portugal  to  its  fate,  at  a  time  when  every 
thing  there  promised  so  happy  a  result; 
that  be  might,  in  short,  be  advised  "  to 
*'  undo  all  that  Lord  Talavcr-a  had  done." 
— ; — This  is,  to  be  sure,  a  fine  specimen 
of  the  extent  to  which  this  nation  can  be 
deceived  and  cheated.  Alas  !  the  Prince 
of  Wales  can  never  undo  what  that  famous 
oriental  chief  has  done  in  Portugal.  His 
Hoyal  Highness,  possess  what  powers  and 
prerogatives  he  may,  cannot  put  Massena 
where  he  was  in  July  last;  nor  can  he 
restore  any  thing  that  bad  been  destroyed 
in  Portugal,  nor  to  us  any  portion  of  the 
many  millions  of  pounds  that  have  been 
expended  in  that  war,  and  the  raising  of 
which  in  England  must  have  so  largely 
added  to  the  distresses  of  the  people  and 
to  the  number  of  paupers.  None  of  this 
can  he  do. — — The  readers  of  the  Regis- 
ter were  long  ago  prepared  by  me  for  the 
immense  expences  of  keeping  the  army 
during  the  winter,  and  also  no  small  part 
of  the  population  of  Lisbon.  There  can- 
not now  be  less  than  a  hundred  or  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  people  to  be  fed 
from  England  and  Ireland,  besides,  per- 
haps, thirty  thousand  horses  and  mules  ; 
while  from  France  not  an  ounce  of  food 
is  required,  her  general  having  taken  care 
so  to  dispose  his  forces  as  to  make  Portu- 
gal find  his  array  in  all  the  necessaries  of 
life,  while,  to  our  army,  she  affords  not  a 
mouthful !— — .Thus  terminates  the  affair 
#f  tU  trap.    This  is  the  end  of  having 
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entrapped  Massena  ;  of  having  put  him  ia 
a  situation  in  which  he  was  an  object  of 
ridicule  and  .contempt ;    in  which   Lord 

Tahivera  laughed  at  him. Oh,  what  a 

duped,  what  a  gulled,  what  a  cheated 
people  this  is  !  Where  are  now  all  the 
boastings  of  those  swaggering  blades,  who,  * 
two  months  ago,  in  their  numerous  and 
endless  letters  from  Lisbon  and  from  the 
army,  told  us,  that  Massena  was  starving? 
Who  told  this  «  thinking  nation  "  that  the 
French  General  had,  by  the  masterly- 
operations  of  Lord  Talavera,  been  drawn 
into  a  snare  f  Who  told  us,  that  they 
would  give  us  a  good  account  of  him,  and 
that  we  might  rely  upon  it,  that  he  never 

would  be  suffered  io  escape  ? We  have 

it  under  their  own  hands ;  nay,  we  have 
it  in  the  official  dispatches  and  proclama- 
tions, that  some  of  the  fairest  parts  of  Por- 
tugal have  been,  by  our  army  (for  what 
purpose  no  matter)  laid  waste.  Reader, 
pray  think  a  little  of  that  sort  of  thing, 
called  laying  a  country  waste.  Think  a 
little  of  the  necessary  consequences  of 
burning,  cutting  up  fields  of  green  corn 
for  horses  and  mules;  of  killing  flocks 
and  herds;  of  slaughtering  the  young  in 
the  mother's  belly ;  of  thus  cutting  off  the 
means  of  restoration.  Think  a  little  of 
the  effect  of  burning  corn-fields,  mills, 
homesteads,  and  manufactories.  Think 
a  little  of  the  effect  of  first  gutting  and 
then  burning  work-shops  and  warehouses 
and  cellars  and  dwellings.  Think  of  the 
eflecls  of  these  upon  a  people ;  if  you  do 
belong  to  "  the  7nost  thinking  nation  in  the 
'•'  world,"  pray  think  a  little  of  these 
things ;  and,  when  you  have  so  thought, 
tell  me  what  we  have  done  in  Portugal  to 
compensate  the  people  for  their  suiler- 
ings.  Tell  me  what  the  People  of  Portu- 
gal must  think  of  Talavera's  campaign. 
—«— The  sufferings,  which  the  enormous 
expences  of  this  campaign  have  brought, 
and  will  bring,  upon  us  must  be  very 
great ;  we  must  feel  the  effects  of  theni 
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ftjT  years ;  they  already  press  upon  as  in 
various  ways ;  but,  let  us  not  forget  the 
situation  of  the  people  of  Portugal ;  Jet 
us  not  forget  the  situation  of  those  whom 
to  deliver  was  th6  professed  object  of  Tala- 
▼era's  wars.  i»  (  When  the  Wellesleys 
were  first  sent  to  take  the  command,  poli- 
tical as  well  as  military,  in  the  Peninsula, 
I  said,  that  we  now  saw  ihem  fnirl^  pitied 
ag^nst  the  Buonapartes,  and  I  besought 
the  reader  to  mark  the  resuk.  *•  If,"  said 
I,  "  these  oriental  heroes  come  off  victo- 
«*  rious  ;  if  they  beat  the  Buonapartes  ; 
'*  if  they  drive  them  out  of  the  peninsula, 
«  I  shall  be  ready  to  acknowledge,  that 
''■  their  fame  has  a  solid  foundation;  and 
•  •?  that  to  gain  victories  in  Hindostan  is 
.-^the  same  thing  as  gaining  victories  in 
•*  Europe."  1  still  stick  to  my  word  ; 
but.  the  crltenon  for  my  judgment  must 
■  be  the  result.-  ■  The  same  criterion  must 
be  our  guide  in  judging  of  the  wisdom  of 

tlie  ministers,  wlio  planned  the  war. 

The  poblic  will  bear  in  mind,  that  I, 
amongst  others,  all  along  protested  against 
a  war  for  the  old  gofdemments  of  Spain  and 
Portugal.  We  said,  that,  in  such  a  war, 
the  people  would  have  no  interests  suffi- 
cient to  call  forth  the  necessary  energies. 
JMr.  Canning  and  Alderman  Birch  said 
that  such  a  war  was  the  very  thing  for 
calling  forth  the  energies  of  the  people  ; 
'  that  the  throne  and  the  altar  (the  Roman 
Catholic  altar,  mind)  would  call  forth  every 
hand  in  their  defence ;  and  the  former 
gentleman,  in  an  official  dispatch,  argued 
upon  the  existence  of  the  hatred  of  the 
French  in  "  the  universal  Spanish  nation." 

r Hotv  bias  it  turned  out?     "Aye," 

■ay  they,  as  Mr.  Pitt  used  to  say,  «  but 
•^♦things  have  taken  an  unexpicted  turn; 
•»  Who  would  have  thought  this,  and  who 
•«  would  have  thought  that?"  Why,  as 
Mr.  Fox  used  to  tell  "  the  great  statesman 
n6W  no  more,"  we  should  have  thought 
it^  we  did  think  it ;  and  we  told  you  it 
would  happen.  You  scorned  our  advice^ 
you  called  us  jacobins  and  levellers ;  and 
CKperience  has  rtow  proved,  that  we  were 
right  and  that  you  were  wrong."  -  'Mr. 
Canning  was  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
when  the  plan  of  the  peninsular  war  was 
laid;  he  was  the  prominent  person  it\  that 
measure  ;  he,  the  eulogist  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
the  steady  pursuer  of  his  system,  was  the 
Ifeading  author  of  that  war,  which  will, 
before  it  be  over,  have  done  more  for 
France  than  any  other  of  the  war'5  that 
we  have  waged  against  her. — —Will  he 
pretend  that  the  jwi/M^jp/e  of  the  war  wds 


good  ?     The  principlei  we  sald^  was  )t)ad  j 
and,  if  it  had  beertgood,  of  what  cohse- 
cjuence  is  that,  unless  the  mems  were  a^ 
hand;  and,  if  the  meaqs  were. at  hand, 
where  are  we  to  look  for  a  justification  fwr 
the  toant  (f  success  f— — The  end  is  not  yet 
come,  to  be  sure ;  but,  who  is  there  mad 
enough  to  expect,  that  we  «hall  be  abl» 
to  put  the  French  out  of  the  Peninsula 
either  by  arms  or  by  negociation  ?  Wher« 
is  the  man,  in  his  senses,  who  believes,  ot 
will  say  that  he  believes,  that  we  shall  b^ 
able  to  accomplish  this  ?     Suppose  peace 
were  to  become  the  subject  of  discussion. 
Does   any  one  believe,    that   Napoleon 
would  enter  into  negociations  about  Spain , 
and  Portugal  ?      Does  any  one  believe, 
that  we  must  not  leave  them  to  their  fate  ? 
This  is  bringing  the  matter  to  the  test. 
And,  if  the  reader  is  persuaded,  that  wc 
should  not,  in  a  negociation  for  peace,  be 
able  to  stipulate  for  the  independence  of 
the  Peninsula,  the  question  is  settled,  and 
the  result  of  the  war  is,  in  reality,  ascer- 
tained.——Let  the  reader,  then,  take  a 
fair  and  full  look  at  this  war ;  at  its  origin, 
its  principle,  its  plan,  its  execution,  its 
feats,  its  titles  and  its  medals,  and  at  its 
costs;    let    him  then  bear  in  mind  who 
were  its  authors  and  abettors,   who  have 
been  and  yet  are   its  agents ;   and,  if  he 
have  a  mind  capable  of  profiting  from  ex- 
perience, he  will  not  fail  to  turn  his  ob* 
servations  to  account. 

French   Marine. In  a  subsequent. 

part  of  this  Number  will  be  found  a  report 
of  the  French  minister  of  Marine  upon  the 
subject  of  a  conscription  for  sailors,  who  are 
to  be  thus  raised  in  the  maritime  Depart- 
ments of  France,  which  Departments  are, 
on  that  account,  to  be  exempted  from  the 
militarj/  conscription.— —This  may  serve 
as  some  answer  to  the  question,  so  often 
put:  "  how  is  Buonaparte  to  get  sailors.*' 
Sailors  are  made  of  flesh  and  blood  and 
bone  and  sinews  as  well  as  soldiers,  and* 
while  these  were  in  France  or  her  depen- 
dencies, it  was  easy  to  conceive  how  he 
would  get  them,  when  the  proper  time 
came  for  their  employment. ^The  na- 
ture of  the  contest  has,  with  him,  now,  in 
a  great  measure,  changed.  Sir  Francis 
BuRDETT  said,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
about  two  years  ago,  that  this  would  be 
the  case  ;  and  that  we  should,  even  then, 
begin  to  prepare  for  it.  Mr.  CANNiiJO 
laughed  at  him,  just  as  Mr.  Pitt  used  to 
laugh,  or  rather  grin,  at  the  predictions  of 
Mr.  Fox  J  buti '  npW,  as  then,  the  thitig 
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laughed  at  is  about  to  be  verified.--  •■j 
Napoleon  has  subdued  all  the  continent 
<^xcept  Spain  and  Portugal,  which  do  not 
require  a  fourth  part  of  his  military  means. 
He  has  nothing  to  fear  on  the  side  of  the 
land.  He  has  got  firm  possession  of  all 
the  North  of  Europe,  its  harbours,  roads, 
and  flefits ;  and  he  now,  as  was  natural  to 
expect,  and  as  was  anticipated  and  fore- 
told by  more  than  enough  of  us,  he  is  mak- 
ing preparations  for  his  last  labour,  the 
aohjugation  of  these  islands.  That  he  has  an 
abundance  of  the  means  of  making  and  of 
fitting  out  ships  of  war  all  the  world 
knows ;  that  he  has  all  these,  subject  to  no 
interception  or  delay  is  notorious  ;  that  he 
has  already  made  great  progress  in  build- 
ing a  navy  is  not  less  notorious  ;  we  have 
seen  before  how  he  has  collected  great 
numbers  of  seamen  in  Holland  and  the 
-Hans  Towns,  and  now  we  see  his  regular, 
settled,  permanent,  efficient,  and  infallible 
system,  for  raising  seamen  in  France  and 

for  keeping  his  navy  replenished. Of 

this  system  it  behoves  us  to  consider  the 
natural  effects,  and  not  to  suffer  our  minds 
to  be  withdrawn  from  it  by  empty  effusions 
of  invective  like  the  following  in  the  Morn- 
ing Post  of  the  1 0th  instant. "  We 

*'  have  already  noticed  Buonaparte's  new 

J**  plan  for  the  amelioration  of  his  Marine. 

^  «*  Forti/  thousand  chiidren  are  to  be  dragged 
*'  from  th«ir  parents,  and  to  be  placed  at 
*'  the  disposal  of  the  Minister  of  the  Ma- 
"  rine  ;  and  by  a  new  Conscription,  one 
*'  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  men  are 

..  •*  to   be  forced  into  the  army ;  and,  the 

-f*  People  of  France  submit  to  these  dread- 
*'  Jul  privations,  not  to  insure  the  safety  or 
«*  to  promote  the  interests  of  their  country, 

of*  but  to  gratify  the  ambition  of  one  indi- 
,**  Tidual,  and  that  individual  a  foreigner  ! 
"  •'  In  order  to  raise  the  above  forty 
"thousand  a  seizitre  is  to  take  place  of 
"children  between  the  ages  of  13  and 
*'  16,  to  be  trained  to  evolutions  and 
"  manoeurres  on  flotillas  in  the  roadsteads 
**  of  France  !  Will  the  Iiardj/  Sons  of  Bri- 
"  tain  trained  on  the  bosom  of  the  element 
"  submitted  to  their  rule,  be  ever  backward 
"  to  face  the  sailors  of  this  new  school  ?"> 
No :  I  trust  not.  But,  the  question  is  not 
whether  the  hardy  sons  of  Britain  will  be 
backward  to  face  them;  but,  whether 
enough  of  these  hardy  sons  can  be  found 
and  maintained  afloat  to  cope  with  all  the 
force,  that,  in  a  short  time,  France  will  be 
able  to  send  forth  against  them  ;  and  not 

.it^at  only,  but  whether  they  will  be  able 

gri^  €^pletely  to  cover,  the  sea^  at  all  rea- 


sons, as  to  prevent  a  French  force  Q?  great 
amount  from  reaching  Enjgland,  and  espe- 
cially Ireland.'  These  are  the  true  ques- 
tions for  us  to  discuss,  and  not  the  question 
of  personal  bravery,  though  one  cannot  re- 
frain from  observing,  that,  of  the  sailors  of 
our  fleet,  a  full  fourjJi  part  are  supposed 
not  to  be  the  "  hardy  sons  of  Britain,"  but 
foreigners'  ;ai.r\A,  that  of  the  natives  Qn 
board  our  ships  of  war,  a  full  /m/f  were  9.t 
first  taken  from  the  /awrf  without  ever  h*ur- 
ing  been  at.sea. — —The  nation  heard,  <?j?e 
would  think,  enough  of  this  big,  empty  talk, 
about  the  hardy  sons  of  Britain  from  Mr. 
Pitt,  to  put  them  upon  their  guard  agaiiTafc 
it.  All  the  feeders  upon  the  taxes  talk  in 
this  strain.  Tiieir  object  is  to  keep  the  peo- 
ple hood-winked  to  the  last  moment.  They 
are  snug.  IT/iey  live  upon  the  system.  And, 
as  long  as  they  can  persuade  the  people 
that  there  is  no  danger  of  tlie  country  be- 
ing invaded  and  subdued,  they  suppose 
that  they  themselves  are  safe  from  the 
dangers  of  being  called  to  account.  If 
they  were  to  acknowledge  the  danger  from 
without,  it  is  obvious,  that  they  would  be 
asked  how  this  danger  came  ;  from  what 
cause  it  arose  ;  whose  vieasures  and  what  sys^ 
tern  have  led  to  it.?  This  would  be  ex- 
tremely inconvenient  for  them.  They  see 
very  clearly  the  tendency  of  such  ques- 
tions ;  and,  therefore,  they  are  always 
painting  prospects  in  the  most  flowery 
dress.  They  affect  to  laughzt  Buonaparte; 
but  they  never  fail  to  utter  invectivet 
against,  and,  if  they  succeed  in  making  the 
people  join  them  in  these,  their  work  is,  for 
the  time,  half  done;  for  their  hatred  ofkim 
supplies  the  place  of  hatred  of  them.  Just 
as  if  we  can,  with  apy  show  of  reason  blam^ 
Buonaparte  for  doing  what  he  is  able 
against  us.  We  should  have  laughed  at 
the  whimperiHg  of  the  French,  if  they  had 
uttered  invectives  against  us  for  taking  Fia- 
Icnciennes  or  capturing  their  Sugar  Islands. 
Lord  Melville  and  his  worthy  associates 
told  us,  that  this  latter  was  a  true  British 
object.  And,  is  it  not  childish  in  the  ex- 
treme in  us  to  utter  invectives  against  Buo- 
naparte, because  he  has  laid  a  plan,  and 
digested  a  system  for  the  ruin  of  us  ?  Just 

as  if  that  were  not  a. true  French  object  ^ 

The  commiseration  expressed  by  this  venal 
writer  for  the  French  people  ;  his  affec- 
tionate regard  for  them  ;  his  tender  con- 
cern for  the  poor  children,  who  are  to  be 
torn  from  the  bosoms  of  their  weeping  ?no-» 
thers  to  be  sent  on  board  of  ship  ;  all  this 
is  most  despicably  ridiculous;  it  is  hypo- 
crisy of  the  meanest,  most  <jom€qiptibl;& 
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Kihti. But,  any  thing;  laughing  or  cry- 
ing, canting  or  cursing,  any  thing  in  the 
woph)  to  draw  the  attention  of  (he  people  from 
tie  dangers  that  meruice  than;  because,  as  I 
said  before,  if  they  see  those  dangers,  in 
their  real  character  and  magnitude,  their 
irtinds  must  necessarily  be  turned  towards 
inquiries  into  the  cnu'e ;  and  the  feeders 
■upon  the  taxes  wet!  know  to  what  those 
inquiries  must  lead.  The  trick,  however, 
Cannot  long  succeed.  The  danger  must  be 
seen  fir>t  or  last ;  and,  the  longer  it  is  de- 
laj'^ed,  the  more  fatal  will  be  the  conse- 
quences. 

.♦Holland,  and  the  Hanse  Towns.—— 
In  another  part  of  this  Number  (if  there  be 
rx)om,  and,  if  not,  in  the  next  Number) 
will  be  found  a  report  of  a  committee  of 
the  French  Conservative  Senate  upon  the 
subject  of  the  annexation  of  Holland  and 

the  Hans  Towns  to  France. There  is 

nothing  new  here  in  the  plan  or  execution; 
hut  here  are  the  reasons  set  forth  ;  and,  I 
would  recommend  this  paper  to  the  reader's 
particular  attention.  For,  shift  offthe  mat- 
ter how  we  v/ill,  it  must  come  home  to  us 
at  last;  we  must  look  it  in  the  face  ;  and 
when  that  time  comes,  w;e  shall  be  all 
aghast,  unless  we  be  duly  prepared  for  it 
by  previous  reflection  and  discussion.- 
Upon  this  subject,  too,  we  resort  to  invec- 
tive;   a  specimen   of  which  I  here  give 

from  the  Times  of  the  11th  instnnt. 

*'  The  public  was  before  acquainted  with 
"  the  organic  Senatus-ronsultum,  as  it  is 
"  called,  by  which  Holland  is  to  be  united 
"  with  France;  we  now  publish  what  may 
"be  esteemed  Buonaparte's  official  de- 
"  fence  of  that  atrocious  and  cruel  act  con- 
"  tained  in  a  Report  or  Address  made  by 
"•  the  Chairman  of  (he  Committee  on  the 
"  measure  to  the  Senate.  This  is  an  inte- 
"  resting,  and,  in  part,  an  eloquent  paper, 
"  save  that  it  wants  the  best  principles  of 
"  eloquence;  truth,  and  the  defence  of  a 
"just  cause.  The  annexation  of  Holland 
*'  is  now  most  necessary,  says  the  Orator, 
"  because,  from  the  first  conquest  of  that 
"country  by  the  Republican  Armies, 
f  "  there  has  not  passed  a  single  diy, 
"."  when  her  union  with  the  French  em- 
«'  "  pire  would  not  have  been  an  invalua- 
«'  "  blc  benefit,  since  she  would  have  been 
''"spared  a  long  series  of  privations,  of 
"  "  losses  and  misfortunes."  Can  any 
<'  thing  be  so  aggravating  as  this  ;  to  tell 
"  a  people  that  they  have  been  so  harrass- 
•*  ed,  tortured,  and  oppressed  by  a  tj/rant, 
*'  that  the  greatest  ©f  all  erils,  as  they  ap- 


"  prehend,  namely,  the  merging  their 
"country  ih  the  dominions  of  thht  tyrant, 
"  is  pe'rfett  hoppinCss  when  contrasted 
"  with  th6'misery  which  ••fie  has  hith^rtb' 
"  inflicted  on  them  ?— "  The  public  deti.t 
"  "  not  having  received  that  imn>ense  inM 
"  "  crease  to  which  it  has  latterly  arrived/ 
"  "  might  have  been  saved  frn-ui  shipi 
"  "  wreck  :  enormous  charges  would  nrffi 
"  "  for  fifteen  years  have  weighed  down 
"  "  these  countries."  And  who  has  in- 
"  creased  the  public  debt  of  Holland  to  so 
"  enormous  an  extent?  Who  has  crushed 
"  her  by  such  excessive  charges  hut  Buo' 
"  naparte  himself,  who  now  mges  these  her 
"  sufferings  as  a  justification  of  this  last  of 
"  ibrongs,  the  loss  of  her  name  and  existence 

"  as  a  nation." Now,  of  what  avail  are 

these  invectives  ?  And,  indeed,  how  are 
they  justified  .-'  Napoleon  takes  Holland 
and  does  what  be  pleases  with  it.  I  am 
sorry  that  he,  or  that  any  man,  or  set  of  men 
(for  it  is,  in  fact,  the  same  thing),  should 
have  the  power  of  doing  what  they  please 
with  any  people;  but,  he  holds  Holland 
by  the  right  of  conquest,  and  it  is  quite 
wearisome  and  disgusting  to  hear  invec- 
tives against  him  for  appropriating  Hol- 
land to  his  own  purposes, while  itis  notor?- 
ousthat  we  have  taken  and  appropriated  to 
our  own  purposes  so  many  Islands,  and,  in 
Asia,  so  many  Kingdoms  or  Principalities. 
It  is  quite  disgusting  to  hear  this ;  and  I  ara 
surprized  when  I  meet  with  any  thing  of 
the  sort  in  a  print  like  the  Times,  the  edi- 
tor of  which  ought  to  know,  that,  at  the 
very  least,  such  invectives  must  tend  to 
withdraw  the  minds  of  his  readers  from  the 

proper  view  of  the  sui^ject. Besides, 

there  are  circumstances  in  the  case  of  Hol- 
land, which  call  for  a  train  of  observalioa 

of  a  very  different  sort. We  sefe  this 

Holland,  which  was  once  able  to  cope  with 
England  upon  the  sea,  now  reduced  to  the 
state  of  a  French  Department.  We  see 
her  garrisons  filled  with  foreign  troops ; 
her  offices  occupied  by  foreigners;  we  se« 
her,  in  a  word,  a  conquered  country.—— 
Now,  what  is  the  kind  of  reflections  that 
this  fall  of  Holland  is  calculated  to  awaken 
in  the  mind  of  a  man  whose  observations 
f  re  committed  to  print  for  the  inforraa* 
tion  or  instruction  of  the  public?  Not, 
surely,  the  kind  which  this  writer  has  in- 
dulged in ;  not  reflections  on  the  character 
ol' Napoleon's  measures  towards  Holland  ; 
not  unavailing:  lamentations  over  her  fate, 
and  quite  as  unavading  mvectives  agamst 
her  conqueror.  No:  the  reflections  which 
naturally  prescDt  themselves  to  a  raind  not 
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hurried  away  by  present  objects,  to  a  mind 
that  does  not  skim  upon  the  surface  of 
things  ;  the  refleciions,  which  in  the  con- 
templation of  the  state  of  HoUartd,  present 
themselves  to  such  a  mind,  turn  upon  the 
cause,  or  causes,  of  what  it  contemplates. 
To  utter  invectives  agamst  Napoleon,  upon 
this  score,  has  no  more  sense  in  it  than 
there  would  be  in  uttering  invectives 
agamst  a  wolf,  which,  in  consequencf  of 
the  fold  having  been  left  unprotected, 
should  be  found  to  have  mangled  the  fiock. 

iii'iland  has  been  conijuered  by  France. 

Napoleon  found  her  conquered  to  his 
liands.  He  has,  as  was  to  be  expected, 
treated  her  as  a  conquered  nation.  There 
is,  therefore,  no  ground  for  surprize  here. 
We  do  what  we  like  with  the  countries 
that  t:;e  conquer.  We  call  the  conquered 
dommions  ours.  Whether  we  treat  the 
conquered  people  in  India  better  than  he 
does  the  Dutch  is  quite  another  question  ; 
but  it  is  a  question  in  which  we  have  no 
interest  at  all.  The  question  for  our  con- 
sideration, is,  what  was  the  cause  of  Hol- 
land being  conquered  by  France,  and 
that,  too,  in  spite  of  the  power  of  England  ? 
What  enabled  France  to  make  this  conquest  ? 
Holland  and  England  were  formerly  able 
to  dictate  to  France.  fVhat  ivas  it,  then, 
that  produced  such  a  change  as  to  enable 
France  to  make  a  complete  and  absolute 
conquest  of  Holland,  and  to  do  those  things 
t^)wards  her,  which  are  merely  the  natural 
consequences  of  that  conquest?  Am  I 
told,  in  the  old  Pitt  strain,  "  that  the  vol- 
♦*  cano  of  the  French  revolution,  bursting 
"  forth  in  every  direction,  spread  its  de- 
"  vouring  lava  over  the  States  of  Holland?" 
Is  this  old  bombastical  rant,  this  contemp- 
tible fustian  to  be  an  answer  to  my  ques- 
tion ?  If  it  is,  let  me  ask  why  our  advice 
was  not  taken,  and  a  little  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  lava  let  loose  against  the 
French  armies  ?  If  volcanic  revolution  be 
such  famous  means  of  conquering  foreign 
countries,  one  would  think  that  a  little  of  it 
might  be  of  use  for  home  defence.'—- — But, 
this  was.  all  nonsense,  or,  rather,  decep- 
tion. .'It-was  invective  intended  to  divert 
the  pviblic  mind  from  the  real  facts,  and 
from  sober,  reasoning  upon  those  facts. 
-.>.... It  was  jiot  the  volcano  of  the  French 
revolutiun  ;  it  was  not  lava  by  which  Hol- 
land was  conquered  ;  it  was  by  men  and 
muskets  and  bayonets  and  cannons  and 
powder  and  ball.  But,  how  did  it  come  to 
pass,  that  the  Dutch  did  not  use  these  for 
the  defence  of  their  country  ?  How  came 
that  to  be  ?  "  Oh !  why. ..hem. ..ha. ..hem." 


What  ?  I  ask  you  how  that  came  to  be  i* 
1  a.sk  you  how  it  came  to  pass;  that  Hol- 
land, assisted  by  England,  was  unable  to; 
defend  herself  against  men  and  musket* 
and  cannons,  having  so  many  rivers  and- 
fortresses    between    her    and   the  enemy. 

"    Oh!  why. ..there  were   traitors  m 

Holland. ..and... the /jccy>/e  were  not  true  to 

ihemsehes." Very  well  !   But,  /lOW  came 

thai  to  be  ?  How  came  there  to  be  traitors 
in  Holland  ?  And  how  came  these  traitors  to 
be  sopowerful  as  to  prevent  the  Dutch  from, 
fighting  in  defence  of  this  country  i  If,  in- 
deed, the  people  were  not  (rue  to  themselves, 
that  accounts  for  the  conquest  at  once, 
without  any  reference  to  the  powers  of 
Tolcanos  and  lava.  But,  here  again  we 
must  push  on  upwards  to  the  cause.  What 
made  the  people  not  true  to  themselves  ? 
Special  brutes  they  must  be,  if  they  were 
traitors  to  themselves.  .Pity,  indeed  i  Talk 
to  me  not  of  pity  for  wretches  who  were  so 
false  in  their  nature  as  to  he  false  to  them' 

selves. You  mean  to  their  government. 

In  any  other  way  your  words  have  no 
meaning.  They  are  nonsense.  Well,  then, 
what  made  the  people  not  triue  to  their  go^ 
vernment  ?  What  was  the  cause  of  this  ? 
There  is  no  effect  without  an  adequate 
cause.  What  made  them  so  act,  that  the 
French  found  no  difficulty  in  conquering 
their  country  ?  What  made  them  stand 
cool  spectators  of  the  conquest  ? — — . 
This  is  what  ive  should  inquire  into.  This 
is  what  no  one  ever  thinks  of  exposing  to 
our  view.  Yet,  this  ia  the  only  point,  in 
which  we  are  at  all  interested.  But,  the 
truth  is,  that  the  answering  of  this  ques- 
tion would  not  suit  the  views  of  those  who 
are  striving  might  and  main  to  divert  ouV 
minds  from  the  real  cause  by  invectives 
against  the  conqueror  and  by  pitious  de- 
scriptions  of  the  situation  of  the  people; 

The   real  -cause   of  the  conquest   of 

Holland  by  France,  and,  of  course,  of  all 
the  evils,  to  Holland  and  to  England; 
which  have  followed  that  conquest,  is  to 
be  found  in  the  transactions  of  17S5,  and 
the  two.  or  three  subsequent  years,  when 
the  people  of  Holland,  after  a  long  and 
obstinate  struggle  for  their  rights,  or 
what  they  said  were  their  rights,  w^re  re- 
duced to  submission  by  the  introduction  of  a 
foreij^n  army,  and  compelled,  by  military 
force,  to  yield  to  the  will  of  the  govern- 
ment.  ^This  is    the   interesting   point 

with  the  man  who  reflects.  It  is  not  the 
treatment,  or  the  condition,  of  Holland 
now ;  but  the  cause  which  produced  this 
state  of  thuigs. A  minute  history  of 
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the  transactions  alloded  to  would  occupy 
a  voluoie  of  this  size  ;  but  a  statement 
quite  sulficient  for   our  present   purpose 

\vill  lie   in   a  short   fcompass. At   the 

close  of  the  American  war,  in  which  the 
Dutch   had    suuered  a  great  deal  in   their 
finances  as  well   as  in  their  colonial  esta- 
bu^hi-'f^nts    and  thtir  maritime  fame,  the 
pipople,  by  their  Rrpnsentut.tcs  in  the  States, 
called  for  inquiry,  for  puniihment  cf'  delii- 
quaits,  and  fur  a  reform  of  ivhat  they  dieined 
<iiiises.  Their  representative  assemblies,  ge- 
nerally speaking,  was  with  them,   and  the 
Extcutive    Government     against     them. 
Which  side  was  right  and  which  wrong  we 
need  not,  at  present,  stop  to  inquire.     Suf- 
fice  it  to  say,  that  the  people   demanded 
what  t/ie  gfwernment  refused. — —The  dis- 
pute grew  warm.     Heats  and   animosities 
•were  engendered.     At  last,  the  Old  King 
of  Prussia,   Frederick  the  Great;  ii^  he  is 
called,  who  hai)  an  army,  wrote  a  Letter  to 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  of  Hol- 
land, in  which   he  pretty  broadly  hinted 
to   them   that  that  army  would  be  made 
use  of,  if  they  persever.ed. — —They  did 
persevere  ;  and,  at  last  (the  Old  iCing  of 
Prusi'ia  L-^-ing  by  this  time  dead)  his  snc- 
cessof  sent  a  powerful   army,  such   as  it 
;Was  impossible  for  the   Dutch  to   resist; 
entered     their     territorie*;      established 
Cainps  J  invested  and  took  their  fortresses ; 
over    spread    the   whole     country ;    and 
filled   with    his   hated   Prussian    Soldiers 
even    the   city  of  Amsterdam  itself.— — 
The  comniander  in  chief  of  this  undertak- 
ing was  the  late  Duke  of  Brunswick,  who 
with  the  same  army,  and  under  the  same 
sovereign,     afterwards  invaded    France  ! 
Submission   followed.      The    people 
and  their  Representatives  were  compelled 
to  3'ield  to  the  force  of  a   ibreign  army. 
The  most  humiliating  conditions  were  im- 
posed   upon   the    assemblies.     All   those 
men  who  had  been  most  active  and  had 
had  most  weight  in  opposing  the  govern- 
inent,  were    marked   out   for  degradation 
Jn   proportion    to     that   weight  and    ac- 
tivity ;  and  thus  were  the  seeds   of  never 
<lying   hatred   against    that    government 

sown  in  their   bosoms. France,  who, 

as  well  as  England  and  Prussia,  had 
always'  endeavoured  to  preserve  an 
interest  in  the  councils  of  Holland, 
and  who,  perhaps,  had,  or  thought  she 
had,  some  reason  to  suspect  the  sincerity 
of  the  Dutch  government,  during  the 
American"  War,  favoured,  as  far  as  she  was 
able,  the,  popular  side  of  the  dispute; 
and  Bj^latid,  on  the  oth«r  aide,  under  the 


cou9cils  of  "  the  great  itatesinat  now  itif  '_ 
*'  niore,"  made  preparations  for  war  against'"^ 
[France,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  her  ; 
from  holding  Prussia  in  check  ;  and  thos" 
England  left  the  latter  power  at  liberty  to "; 
do  that  which  she  finally  did  in  Holland;  ; 
that  is  to  say,  compel  the  people,  by  miti-" 
tary  force,  to  submit  to  the  will  of  the 

government. 1*aine,  in  his  "  Pros- 

"  PF.CTS  ON  THE  RuBicoN,"  a  passagc  from 
which  I  have  taken  for  my  motto,  and 
which  he  published  at  the  time  we  are  [ 
now  speaking  of,  pointed  out  to  Mr,  Pitt 
the  consequences  of  this  measure.  In 
that  work  he  foretold  what  soon  after- 
wards came  to  pass ;  and  he  most  strenu- 
ously advised   our   "  preat  man'*   not  to 

pursue  the  same  track. One  effect  of 

the  forced  submission  of  the  Dutch  was; 
the  emigration,  in  1787,  of  many  of  the 
leading  men  amongst  the  patriots,  to 
France,  where  a  reluctance  to  reform  was 
then  brewing  a  revolution.  Here  the 
Dutch  patriots  found  kindred  spirits.  It 
was  combustible  added  to  combustible; 
and,  be  ttfrfemarked  in  passing,  the  fate 
of  the  people  of  Holland,  forced  to  degrad- 
ing submission  by  foreign  troops,  served 
in  no  small  degree,  to  put  the  French  upon 
their  guard,  and  to  bring  forth  that  body 
of  national  defenders,  who  have,  atjast^' 
been  moulded  into  the  conquerors  of  E'u- 

rope. When  the  French  revolulionary 

war  began  in  17Qy,  it  was  quite  natural 
that  the  Dutch  government  should  be  on 
the  side  of  England  and  Prussia ;  and 
(whether  right  or  wrong,  for  that  is  what 
we  are  not  now  discussing)  it  was  not  less 
natural,  that  the  Dutch  people  should  be  ori 
the  side  of  those  who  were  at  Avar  against 
England  and  Prussia,  especially  when  the 
persons  whose  canse  they  espotised  Wer^ 
also  fighting  against  their  own  governmeri*, 
a  sort  of  struggle  in  which  the  Dutch  people 

had   been  so  recently  engaged. -Was 

it,  therefore,  at  all  surprizing,  that,  when 
the  Duke  of  Brunswick  was  driven  out  of 
France  the  people  of  Holland  expressed 
their  joy  in  every  way  that  they  dared? 
Was  it  at  all  surprizing^  that,  when  the 
French  armies  advanced,  in  a  few  months 
afterwards,  to  the  invasion  of  Holland, 
they  found  fortresses  fall  at  the  first  sum- 
mons, which  had  formerly  cost  a  regular 
siege  of  months?  Was  it  surprizing  that 
the  invaders  had  merely  a  march  to  per- 
form, and  were,  in  fact,  received  as  deli- 
verers iimtead  of  being  opposed  as  ene- 
mies ?  But,  besides  these  reasons  for  not 
defending  (heircoufltry  against  the  Freneh, 
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the  fact  W^^,  that  the  French  army  was 
accompanied  by  those  very  patriots,  who, 
in  consequence  of  the  Prussian  invasion 
and, their  subsequent  degradation,  had 
emigrated  to  France  in  1787  ;  who  were 
so  many  conductors  of  the  invaders  ;  so 
many  guides  j  some  of  whom  had,  indeed, 
considerable  commands  in  the  French 
army ;  and,  if  my  memory  does  not  de- 
ceive me,  to  the  summons  of  one  of  these 
v6ry  men  the  first  of  the  Dutch  fortresses 
was  surrendered. ——What  a  change! 
Wliat  complete  retaliation  !    What  sweet, 

but,  oh  J  what  dreadful  revenge  ! The 

historian  of  the  Prussian  invasion,  and  of 
the  consequent  submission  of  the  Dutch 
people,  observes,  that,  when  the  fine 
regiments  of  Prussian  soldiers,  in  all 
their  gay  attire,  with  their  streaming 
banners,  and  marching  to  the  sound  of 
airs  of  victory,  entered  the  City  of  Am- 
sterdam, the  people  seemed  to  shun  the 
sight ;  and  that  even  the  women  and  chil- 
dren, naturally  so  full  of  curiosity  and  so 
fond  of  such  sights,  shut  up  the  windows, 
and   sat  brooding  over  their  sorrow  and 

their  shame. Reader,  do  you  not  feel 

for  these  people  r  Consult  your  own  heart, 
and,  if  it  be  not  fashioned  to  degrading 
submission  ;  if  there  be  in  it  one  drop  of 
blood  that  warms  to  the  cause  of  freedom, 
it  will  tell  you,  that  the  Dutch  people 
never  could  forgive  ;  and  that  the  children 
of  those  mothers,  who,  on  that  day,  shut 
themselves  up  in  darkness  to  avoid  the 
hateful  sight  of  their  invaders,  would, 
when  they  became  men  and  women,  have 
the  desire  of  revenge  firmly  implanted  in 
their  bosoms  against  those  invaders,  their 
employers  and  their  abettors  of  every  name 

and  in  every   degree. Thus,  then,  we 

have  before  us  here,  the  real  cause  of  the 
conquest  of  Holland  by  France.  It,  per- 
haps, does  not  merit  the  name  of  conquest. 
The  people,  if  they  did  not  invite,  admitted 
and  received  the  French.  They  brought 
in  the  French  against  their  government, 
as  their  government  had  brought  in  the 
Prussians  against  them.  When  the  go- 
vernment reduced  the  people  to  submis- 
sip(D,,th^  people,  as  far  as  they  were  able, 
left  the  country  and  went  to  France  ;  and 
when  the  people  got  the  upper  hand,  the 
government  went   off  to  Prussia  and   to 

England. It  may  be  said,  perhaps,  that 

the  Dutch  people  were  ivrong  in  the  origin' 
of  the  dispute,  and  that  the  government 
was  riqht  in  refusing  to  grant  their  re- 
quests of  inquiries  and  reforms.  But,  at 
amy  rate,  it  is  beyond  all  doubt,  thata  rast 
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majority  ofthepeople  called  for  such  reform^ 
else  why  call  in  foreign  troops  ?  There  is 
no  getting  over  this.  The  Dutch  govern-*' 
ment  had  a  native  army ;  and,  if  it  was  ne-^^ 
cessary  to  call  in  z  foreign  one,  it  is  proof 
complete  that  the  nation  was  nearly  unani-^.' 
mous  against  the  government.  There  may, 
indeed,  be  persons,  ready  to  declare,  that 
ihe  people  of  any  country  have  no  right, 
upon  any  occasion,  to  have  any  thing  to 
say  in  the  measures  of  their  government, 
supposing  every  man  of  them  to  be  of  the 
same  mind,  and  suppose  the  acts  of  the 
government  to  be  ever  so  tyrannical.  To 
such  persons  I  have  nothing  to  say  ;  butj 
I  may  beg  them,  for  their  own  sakes,  not 
to  let  us  hear  from  them  any  Charges 
against  the  tyranny  of  Buonaparte ;  for, 
if  the  people  under  his  sway  have  no 
right  to  complain  of  any  thing,  who  has 
a  right  t©  complain  for  them? — — This; 
question,  however,  as  to  who  was  rig/ii 
and  who  wrong,  in  the  original  dispute  be- 
tween the  government  and  the  people  of 
Holland,  is  of  no  sort  of  consequence  as  to 
the  point  now  before  us.  The  cazise  of 
the  conquest  of  Holland  by  France  was 
the  previous  invasion  of  Holland  by  the 
Prussian  array  ;  and.  those,  who  now  utter 
their  invectives  against  Buonapart6  be«^ 
cause  he  holds  .Holland  as  a  province  of 
France,  are^yi  a  sad  dilemna^  for,  if  they 
acknowledge,  that  the  people  of  Hoirari4' 
were  right  in  their  struggle  against  theji; 
old  government,  then  I  ask  them  what' 
Buonaparte  has  done,  or  what  he  possibly 
can  do,  more  unjust  or  more  cruel  than 
what  that  old  government  was  guilty  of? 
And,  if  they,  on  the  other  hand,  say,  that 
the  people  were  wrong;  that  it  was  for  no 
good  reason  that  they  were  hostile  to  their 
government,  and  that  their  receiving  of 
the  French  with  open  arms  arose  from 
their  own  baseness,  cowardice,  disregard 
of  country,  and  abominable  and  uni- 
versal corruption,  then  I  ask  them,  if  it  be 
possible  to  treat  such  a  people  too  harsh- 
ly, if  it  be  possible  to  squeeze  them  or 
lash  them  too  hard,  and  if  all  compassion 
for  such  a  people  be  not,  to  say  tiie  best  of 

it,  a  contemptible  weakness. Let  them 

choose. No,  thank  ye,  they  would  ra- 
ther not  choose.  They  would,  if  it  is  the 
same  to  as  rather  keep  the  dispute  be- 
tween the  Dutch  people  and  their  govern- 
ment about  pecidations  and  inquiries  and 
reforms  quite  out  of  sight  and  out  ot  Itear- 
ing.  They  would  rather  confine  them- 
selves to  the  present  sufferings  of  Holland, 
as  painted  by  themselves,  and  ta^e  it  for 
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granted  that  the  good  old  government 
had  nothing  at  aU  to  tlo  in  producing 
them.;  and  the^*  would,  besides,  much  ra- 
ther ihut  we  .should  never  turn  our  minds 
towards  any  "  wild  spcadations"  as  to  Avhat 
the  Dutch  people  might  have  possibly  en- 
dured under  a  government  protected  by  a 
Prussian  army,  and  which  our  writers 
would,  probably,  not  have   considered  as 

any  mibtary  despotism  at  all. No.     It 

suits  ihem  best  to  amuse  fts  ;  to  draw  our 
mjndsaway  from  all  views  of  the  real  cause 
of  the  conquest  of  Holkritd  and  of  the  mise- 
ries they  now  paint  to  uS"^'%3iisting  in  that 
country;  todivcrtour  attention  from  thisby 
invectives  agaiiistBuonaparte,  intended  also 
to  furnish  the  groonds  of  an  inference  as 
to  the  consequences  of  his  conquering  us, 
and"  thus  to  scare  us  and  terrify  us  into  a 
resistance  of  hi&aUempis  against  our  coun- 
try.  -Shallow    men !    How    little  must 

they  have  pjoiited  from  the  experience  of 
nations !    How  little  must  they  know  of 

human   nature ! God   forbid   that  .we 

should  stand  in  need  oi'  scaring  and  terrify- 
ing into  efforts  for  the  defence  of  our  coun- 
try ;   for,  if  ever  we  do,  the  country  will, 

assuredly,  not  be  defended. When  men 

feel  terror,  the  thing  uppermost  in  their 
mind  is,  how  they  shall  propitiate  him  who 
is  the  cause  of  that  terror,  and  not  how 
they  shall,  by  open  hostility,  resist  him. 
— • — For  the  preservation  of  their  rights, 
that  they  enjoy,  any  people  will  fight. 
But,  the  Dutch  have  shewn  us,  that  when 
a  people  are  deprived  of  what  they  deem 
to  be  their  rights,  they  will  not  fight  mere- 
ly to  airoid  the  chance  of  being  still  ivorse 
off,  st^ll  ,>^<?rc  degraded  and  insulted  ;  and, 
notwithstanding  all  that  we  have  heard 
aboflt  the  present  state  of  Holland  ;  not- 
withstanding all  that  we  have  heard  of  the 
misery  of  the  people  (and  it  is  likely  to 
be  great  enough)  I  must  actually  hiovo  the 
fact  to  believe,  that  those  wlio  shut  up 
their  vVindows  to  avoid  the  hateful  sight  of 
the  Prussian  soldiers,  would,  even  now,  if 
they  bad  their  free  choice,  change  their 
new  for  their  old  goverimient. — — -l  heard 
a  sentipfjient  from  General  Craufurd,  in  one 
of  his  speeches  in  parliament,  in  1803, 
purpoj.^Bg,  that  he  would  rather  submit  to 
the  igjfist'fell  tyranny  that  ever  was  con- 
ceived of  native  growth,  that  he  would 
rath^j;^$utK»it  to  an  English  Robespierre, 
than^^.the  mildest  sway  in  the  world 
under. a  foreign  conqueror. — —The  senti- 
nient^^s,  l.dare  say,  sincerp  ;  but,  it  was 
not  ^s^nlimentof  human  nature,  as  all 
experience  proves,  amongst  individuals  as 
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well  as  amongst  nations, 
not  submit  to  brothers  so  readily  as  they 
will  to  other  persons  ;  and  who  caii  want 
particular  instances  to  convince  him,  tliat 
persons  contending  for  an  object  of  any 
sort  till  they  become  thoroughly  embit- 
tered towards  each  other,  prefer  giving 
the  whole  to  a  third  party,  rather  than 
forego  the  pleasure  of  obtaining  vengeance  ^ 
upon  their  adversary  in  the  contest. — —4* 
is  precisely  the  same  with  nations,  as  the 
history  of  the  conquests  of  France  have 
clearly  proved  ;  and,  when  we  are  draw-jo- 
ing  pictures  of  the  miseries  of  the  people f' 
whose  countries  have  been  conquered  by 
France^  we  should  not  forget  to  place  on 
the  other  side,  the  ample  revenge  which 
they   have   obtained    upon   their   former 

rulers.' Now,   though    it   may    be    toojtj 

much,  still  I  will  hope,  that  these  remarksi , 
and  reflections,  may  go  some  little  way  io^l 
wards  inducing  our  writers,  when, they  are|;-;_ 
upon  the  subject  of  French  conquests,  i^^^i 
indulge  less  in  invective  against  Buona-i2 
parte,  who  is  merely  the  agent,  and  dwelJi,; 
more  upon  ih'i  cause,  or  causes,  of  the^,j 
events  and  consequences  of  which  they  ar^iq 
exhibitinsc  pictures. 

W^COBBETT. 
State  Prison,  Newgate, 
Friday,  1  Ith  Jan.  181]. 

COBBETT'S      -'>^ 
Parliamentary  Debates: 

The  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth,  and  Seven- 
teenth Volumes,  comprising  the  whole  of, . ; 
the    Debates  and  Proceedings    in    both^< 
Houses,  during  the  Last  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment, are  now  ready  for  dejivery. .     . 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS., 
Holland.— —iVoceffdzrtg*  of  the  Dutchi^»- 
Ministry  with  the  English  Govemment^'i''- 
relaiive  to  the  preserving  of  the  independj^^'^ 
ance  qf  Holland  by  the  rneans  of  a  Peace '' 
with  France. — IHIO,— From  No.  I.  to 
No.  IV.  .  r., 

No.  II.— Instructions  given  by   the-  Dutdk  '''i 
Ministry  to  M.  Labouchere,  }st  Feb.  iilO. 
(Concluded  from  p.  64.J 

He  will  add,  that,  in  case  either  a  relaxarj^-s 
tion  or  a  change  of  the  above  system  shall 
be  adopted,  we  may  flatter  ourselves,  that 
besides  the  non-occupation  of  Holland, 
the  war,  as  long  as  it  may  continue,  will 
assume  a  new  aspect,  and  muqh  less  dis- 
astrous than  it  has  done  for  these  three 
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years,'  and  that  there  will  result  a  little 
more  probability  of  an  aceommodalion, 
inasmuch  as  then  the  Ltnperor  of  the 
French  will  have  no  motive  to  maintain 
the  Decrees  of  Berlin  and  of  p^ilan,  which 
his  Imperial  Majesty  has  only  adopted  in 
consequence  of  the  Briush  Orders  in 
Councilor  Nov.  1S07. — If,  however,  (he 
English  Government,  alter  having  listened 
tcJ^these  hinis,  raii.es  difficulties  about 
giving  any  definitive  explanation,  before 
being  posiiively  informed  of  the  intentions 
of'the  French  Government  on  the  sul)ject ; 
it  will  be  his  duty  to  demand,  that  the 
English  Government  declare,  whether  it 
chooses  to  make  its  resolution  to  arrive  at 
negociations  for  peace,  or  at  least  to  make 
a  change  in  the  said  Orders  in  Council 
depend  on  the  above  hints,  and  in  parti- 
cular on  the  evacuation  of  Holland  by  the 
French  troops,  and  the  re-establishment 
of  every  thing  on  the  same  footing  as 
before  the  last  invasion  of  Zealand  by  the 
English,  adding  such  other  conditions  as 
the  said  Government  may  think  it  its  duty 
to  insist  upon  before,  according  to  the 
proposed  measures,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  sure  dutahe(o\re  making  known  to  it 
the  intentions  of  the  French  government. 
—Whatever  may  be  the  answer  of  the 
English  Government  to  his  representa- 
tions, provided  it  do  not  exclude  all  hope 
of  attainmg  the  object  proposed,  and  that 
circumstances  permit  him,  he  will  pro- 
visionally prolong  his  stay  in  London ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  he  will  transmit  to 
the  undersigned,  as  speedily  as  possible, 
and  by  the  safest  channel,  a  detailed  re- 
cital of  all  his  proceedings,  of  the  answers 
which  are  made  to  him,  and  of  every  thing 
that  concerns  his  mission. — However,  if, 
after  having  received  an  answer  to  the 
overtures  made  by  him,  he  may  find  it 
necessary  for  the  success  of  the  cause,  to 
convey  it  himself  to  the  knowledge  of  his 
Majesty,  he  shall  be  at  liberty  to  do  so; 
but  in  that  case,  even  though  his  Majesty 
niay«til!  be  at  Paris,  he  shall  take  his 
journey  by  way  of  Holland,  and  shall  by 
no  means  repair  to  France  directly  from 
England, — In  fine,  the  strictest  secrecy  is 
recommended  to  him  in  this  whole  affair, 
as  well  as  the  greatest  prudence  and  dis- 
cretion in  the  execution  of  the  commission 
entrusted  to  him. 

VaNDEK  HeIM. — J.   H.  MOLLERUS. 

Ko.  III. — Translation  of  a  Note  of  a  Verbal 
Communication  from  Marquis  Wdledty 
10 M.  Labouchere,  I2th  February,  IS  10. 
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The  unfortunate  situation  of  Hdllantl  • 
has  long  excited  sentiments  of  compassion 
in  this  country,  which  sentiments  natural-^' 
ly  increase  with  every  aggravation  of  the  - 
misfortunes  to  which  she  is  subject :  liut' 
Holland  has  no  right  to  expect  that  this  -. 
country  will  sacrifice  her  interests  and 
her  honour. — The  nature  of  the  communi- 
cation received  from  M.  Labouchere  wiir;* 
harJIy  admit  of  the  slightest  observation  - 
respecting  a  general  peace.  It  even  does 
not  call  upon  England  to  repeat  (hose 
sentiments  vvliich  jier  Government  has  sc* 
often  expressed  on  this  subject.  It  may,. 
however,  be  remarked,  that  the  French 
Government  has  not  expressed  the  slight- 
est symptom  of  a  disposition  to  make 
peace,  or  to  abate  in  the  smallest  degree 
those  pretensions  which  Mve  hitherto  ren- 
dered ineffectual  the  inclination  of  the 
English  Government  to  put  an  end  to  the 
war.— The  same  observation  is  applicable 
to  the  war  which  the  French  Government 
carries  on  against  trade,  a  war  in  which  it 
has  been  the  aggressor,  and  which  it  maino 
tains  wit^h  unceasing  rancour.  M.  Labou- 
chere is  mistaken  in  the  note  delivered  by 
him,  when  he  asser.ls,  that  the  English 
Orders  in  Council  have  given  rise  to  the 
French  Decrees  against  neutral  navigation. 
The  Orders  in  Council  were  not  the  mo- 
tives, but  the  consequence  of  the  French 
decrees.  The  French  decrees  are  still  in 
full  force  ;  there  have  been  no  measures 
taken  for  repealing  them.  It  is  not  rea- 
sonable to  expect,  that  we  shall  in  the 
smallest  degree  relax  the  personal  mea- 
sures of  protection  which  our  satetiK  re- 
quires, and  which  may  defend  us  from  the 
enemy's  attacks,  because  he  suffers  iiT 
consequence  of  the  measures  he  has 
adopted,  and  which  he  shews  no  inclina- 
tion to  depart  from. 

No.  IV.— Report  of  Proceedings  by  M,  La- 
bouchere,-^London,  V2th  February,  1810. 

The  undersigned  having  received  from 
their  Excellencies  orders  to  proceed  to 
England  with  written  instructions,  pre- 
scribing the  means  that  he  was  to  pursue 
to  communicate  to  the  English  Govern- 
ment the  situation  of  Holland,  and  to  im* 
part  to  it  the  means  the  most  probable  of 
averting  the  fate  which  menaced  that 
country,  proceeded  to  the  Brill.  He  Wm 
rived  there  on  the  2d  of  February,  sailed 
from  thence  on  the  following  day,  mnd 
landed  at  Yarmouth  on  the  5ih,  in  the 
evening,  from  whence  he  proceeded  for 
London,  where  be  arrived  on  the  after* 


«§1 

noon  of  Ae  flth.     Gn  tb«  morning  of  the 
7th,  he  reqiested  an  audience  of  marquis 
WeHesleyj   Minister  of  the  Foreign  De- 
partment, which  was  given  him  at  half- 
past  five  the  same  evening.     After  having 
communicated  to  his  Excellency  the  sub- 
stance of  his  instructions,  and  fully  dis- 
cussed th6  main  point,  he  took  his  leave  of 
this  Minister,  with  an  assurance  on  the 
part  of  the  latter;,  that  he  would  lay  his 
communications  before  the   council,  and 
acquaint  him  with  their  determination. — 
Having  received  no  message  from  his  Ex- 
cellency until  the  11th,  the  Undersigned 
wrote  a  few  lines  to  bis  Exeellency,  re- 
questing him  to  give  him  some  idea- of  the 
disposition  of  the    English    Government. 
He  received  in  answer  an  invitation  for 
nine  the  same  evcHmg,  v;hen  he  receiv« 
ed   the     unsigned    ofiicial     communica- 
tion, a  Copy  of  which    is   annexed.— In 
this  new  conference  a  conversation  took 
place   respecting  the   probability,  under 
any  circurnstaaces,  that   these  overtures, 
whatever  the  decision  of  the  English  Go- 
vernment might  be,  would   produce  any 
sentiments  of  approximation  on  the  part  of 
France;-    and  above  all  the  inconsistency 
on  the  part  of  England,  to  admit  the  prin- 
ciple, that  having  once  resolved  on  repri- 
sals, as  the  Minister  called  them,  the  lat- 
ter  should   of  necessity  cease  with    the 
causes  that  produced  them.— It   appears 
that  the  English  Ministry  attach  very  great 
weight  and,  consequence  to   these    same 
Orders  in  Council,  which  were  the  imme- 
diate object  of  the  proceeding  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  Holland,  and  which,  whether 
France  agreed  or  not,  the  English  Admi- 
ni»trati-on   were   persuaded    alfbrded    the 
m-ost  eiitjctual  means  of  enfeebling  the  re- 
sources of  France.     In  fact  these  measures 
appeared  to  form  the  principal  grounds  of 
the  system  upon  which  the   Government 
rested  their  principles  and  conduct,  and  it 
deemed  that  so  long  as  the  war  lasted,  it 
was  only  from   a   change   of  Ministers, 
that    other   measures    and    views    might 
be  expected. — The    Minister  also    con- 
sidered that,  while,  on  one   side,  it  was 
extremely    uncertain    whether    any    de- 
claration or  concession  on  his  part  would 
produce   any    alteration   for   the   better. 
It-  would,  on  the    other,    be    impossible 
tcr  depend  on  their  permanency  ;  and  that, 
in  allcases,  every  proceeding  which  ap- 
peared incompattbie  with  his  honour  and 
dignity,  would  on  that  very  account  be  re- 
jected, allhough  it  should  appeair  to  square 
.witlir  his  inieretfej*r'l^e  wntdicj-signed'  en- 
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deavoured  to  convince  the  Minister,  that 
in  this  particular  instance,  the  general  in- 
terest, well  understood,  and  the  lasting 
prosperity  of  every  commercial  state,  im- 
periously required,  that  the  crisis  in  which 
Holland  was,  should  not  be  looked  at  with 
indifference;  on  the  contrary,  that  they 
should  co-operaie  to  divert  the  storm.  He 
even  confined  himself  only  to  the  demand 
of  aconditional  declaration  ;  but  the  result 
which  he  transmits  is  the  only  one  be  could 
obtain.  His  general  observation,  and' the 
information  he  was  able  to  obtain,  lead  to 
the  following  conclusions: — -That the  main 
question  of  peace  or  war  engages  little  of 
the  public  attention ;  that  they  are  recon- 
ciled by  habit  to  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  and  tliat  its  consequences,  far  from 
being  felt  at  present,  are  rather  favourable 
to  private  interest. — That  the  system  of 
commercial  restrictions  its  inherent  in  the 
present  Ministry,  and  for  the  same  reason 
is  condemned  by  the  Opposition ;  that  it 
is  therefore  likely  that  for  the  present  these, 
restrictions  will  be  enforced,  in  a  greater 
or  lesser  degree,  as  well  against  America 
as  other  Powers. — That  the  English  Minis- 
try look  upon  a  firm  adherence  to  this  sys- 
tem as  the  most  effectual  means  of  seriously 
affecting  the  resources  of  France,  and  of 
opposing  her  system  of  influence  on  the 
Continent ;  and  that  all  attempts  on  the 
part  of  hostile  nations  to  make  them  think 
otherwise,  will  only  produce  a  contrary 
effect. — That  it  must  not,  however,  be  in- 
ferred, that  a  settled  resolution  has  been 
taken  to  reject  all  proposals  for  peace  ;  that 
probably  they  imagine  it  is  the  means  of 
more  speedily  inducing  France  toseriotjsly 
consider  of  some  mode  of  approximation  ; 
that,  probably,  if  the  latter  shewed  an}'  in- 
clination of  this  kind,  they  would  afford 
many  facilities  ;  but  rather  than  this  should 
rest  upon  a  conviction,  that  at  this  instant: 
the  French  Government  had  no  serioug 
thoughts  of  peace  which  could  be  accom- 
modated to  the  principles  avowed  by  the 
English  Government,  and  that  she  is  solely 
occupied  in  prosecuting  her  plans  upon 
Spain  and  Portugal,  which  disposition 
would  always  be  a  serious  ;^bstacle  to  the 
success  of  any  negotiations  which  might 
be  commenced. — That  under  all  tli3  con- 
siderations of  the  time,  those  which  relate 
to  Holland,  were  only  of  a  secondary  and 
very  remote  interest,  and  that  the  convic- 
tion of  the  impossibility  that  any  Conven- 
tion respecting  that  country  could  ever, 
under  the  influence  of  France,  offer  any 
chance  of  secifrity  to  England,  unless  it 
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was  connected  with  a  general  arrangement, 
lias  blunted  all  that  feeling  which  Holland 
would  otherwise  have' inspired ;  so  far,  in- 
deed^ as  not  to  draw  any  attention  to  the 
Tcvy  important  motives,  which  should  in- 
duce them  to  consider  this  question  sepa- 
rately and  under  an  immediate  point  of 
•view.— The  undersigned,  perceiving  in  this 
state  of  things  no  chance  for  success  in  any 
ulterior  proceedings  which  the  Dutch  Go- 
vernment might  be  disposed  to  adopt,  un- 
less such  proceedings  were  specially  au- 
thorised by  France,  and  thai,  therefore, 
with  respect  to  that  country,  its  fate  entire- 
ly depends  upon  the  question  of  general 
peace,  he  thinks  that,  conformably  with 
his  instructions,  he  ought  no  longer  to  use- 
lessly prolong  his  residence  in  this  coun- 
try.—He,  therefore,  proposes  to  embark  in 
a  few  days,  and  on  his  arrival  he  will  have 
the  honour  to  present  himself  to  their 
Excellencies,  the  Minister.*,  and  give  them 
verbally  a  further  and  detailed  account  of 
every  thing  relating  to  the  mission  he  was 
sent  upon,  and  which  he  endeavoured  to 
fulfil  with  all  the  zeal  and  anxiety  with 
whicii  the  importance  of  the  subject  must 
iiecessarilv  have  inspired  him.  He  re- 
quests,  in  he  mean  time,  that  your  Ex- 
cellencies will  receive  the  assurance  of  his 
respect.  Labouchere. 


France  and  America. Letter  from  th$ 

Grand  Judge  to  the  Counsellor  of  State 
President  of  the  Council  of  Prizes,  relative 
to  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
Decrees,  in  reference  to  American  com- 
merce,-  Paris,  25ihDec.  1810. 

Mr.  President, — In  conformity  to  the 
orders  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  and 
King,  the  PAinister  f<?r  foreign  affairs>  on 
the  5th  of  August,  addressed  a  note  to  the 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  containing  the  following  pas- 
sage ; — I  am  authorized  to  declare  to  you. 
Sir,  that  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan 
are  revoked,  and  that,  trom  the  1st  of 
■November,  they  will  cease  to  be  in  force ; 
it  being  understood  that  in  consequence  of 
t-his  declaration,  the  English  shall  revoke 
their  orders  in  Council,  and  renounce  the 
nevir  principles  of  blockade  which  they 
have  attempted  to  establish  •  or  that  the 
United  States,  conformably  to  the  Act 
which  you  have  just  communicated,  shall 
cause  their  rights  to  be  respected  by  the 
English. — In  consequence  of  the  commw^ 
DtcatioH  of  this  note,  the  President  of  the 
UiHt^  Statesj  on  Uie.  2d  of  November, 


published  a  proclathatloh,  announdihg  th«^ 
revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  ft(Iplan  da-^' 
crees;  and  declared  that,  in  consequenc«W 
all  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Act  of q 
May    1,  ihould    cease    with   respect  to,«| 
France  and    her   dependencies:    the  de^3 
partment  of  the  Treasury,  on  th«  same  day;i5 
addressed  a  circular  to  the  several  Custom»o 
house  Agents  in  America,  enjoining  them*' 
to  admit  French  afmed  vessels  into  the 
ports  and  waters  of  the  United  States;  and 
directing  them  from  the  2d  of  February 
next,  to  apply  the  law  prohibiting  every 
commercial  relation  to    English   ships  of 
every  kind,  and  merchandize  proceeding 
from  the  soil,  industry  and  commerce  of 
England,  if  at  the'above  date  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  British  orders  in  Council,  and 
every  Act  militating  against  the  neutrality 
of  the  United  States,  should  not  have  been 
announced  by  the  Treasury  department.— 
In  consequence  of  this  engagement  on  the 
part  of  the  Government   of  the    United 
States,  to  cause  its  rights  to  be  respected/ 
his  Majesty  orders,  that  all  causes  pending" 
in  the  Council  of  Prizes,  on  account  of 
captures  of  American  vessels,  made  from 
the  date  of  November  1,  and  those  which 
shall    be  thereafter  made,   shall    not   be 
judged  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees;  but  that  they 
shall  remain  in  sequestration :  the  vessels 
taken  or  detained  l>efore  being  alone  under 
sequestration,  and  the  rights  of  their  pro-' 
prietors  being  reserved  till  the  2d  of  Fe- 
bruary next,  the  epoch  when,  the  United 
States  having  reached  the  term  of  their  en- 
gagement to   cause  their  rights  to  be  re- 
spected, the  said  prizes  would  be  declared 
null   by  the   Council,  and  the  American 
vessels,  along  with  their  cargoes,  restored 
to  their  proprietors.— 

(Signed)     The  Duke  of  Massa. 


hoavoji.'^ Resolution  of  the  Common  Coun-- 
cil,  Sth  Jan.  i  8 11 . 

Smith,  Mayor. — At  a  Common  Council^ 
lioldcn  in  the  Ckambei'  of  the  Guildhall  of  tla 
City  of  London,  on  Tuesday/  the  %th  day  of 
January,  Isll.  ' 

Resolved, — Thattrhile  we  view  with  the 
deepest  sorrow  the  declared  incapacity  of 
his  Majesty,  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
Regal  Office,  we  cannot  but  regard  with 
the  liveliest  fears  and  alarm  the  means  that 
have  been  proposed  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  functions  of  Royalty. — Thait 
we  deem  it  an  indispensible  duty  to  our 
Sov^t^igp  and  ourGoantry,  to  declare  in 
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this  solemn  manner  our  sentiments  upon 
a-matter  so  vitally  aflecting  the  stability 
and  dignity  of  the  'i'brone,  and^the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people. — 'J'hat  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  Crown  have  been  given  in 
trust,  and  are  in  fact  held  for  the  benefit 
o.f  the  people. — That  these  prerogatives 
could  not  have  been  so  given  unless  neces- 
Sfiry  for  the  administration  of  the  Magis- 
tracy of  Royalty.— '1  hat  they  must  be  no 
less  necesary  to  a  Regent,  expressly  ap- 
pointed-to  exercise  the  functions  of  that 
Magistracy. — That  the  avowed  design  of 
vesting  the  Regency  in  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Prince  of  Wales,  with  restrictions 
and  limitations,  would,  if  carried  into  ef- 
fect, necessarily  destroy  the  equipoise 
which  ought  to  exist  between  the  three 
branches,  and,  by  violating  the  integrity 
of  the  Constitution,  essentially  impair  the 
interests  and  liberties  of  the  people. — That 
holding  as  we  do,  "  That  it  is  an  undoubt- 
ed and  fundamental  principle  of  the  Con- 
stitution that  the  powers  and  prerogatives 
of  the  Crown,  are  vested  there  as  a  trust 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  and  that  in 
that  character  only  they  are  sacred;" 
holding  most  firmly  this  opinion,  in  the  ex- 
pression of  which  we  repeat  the  ever-me- 
morable and  patriotic  declaration  of  his 
Royal  Highness  himself,  we  cannot  form  to 
our  minds  any  arguments  for  abridging 
those  powers  and  prerogatives  in  the  hands 
of  his  Royal  Highness  which  would  not 
justify  and  call  for  an  entire  and  perpetual 
resumption  on  the  part  of  the  people. — 
That  besides  the  constitutional  objections 
just  stated,  the  proposed  abridgment  ap- 
pears to  us  as  a  similar  proposition  did  to 
his  Royal  [Highness  on  a  former  melan- 
choly occasion,  to  contain  "  a  project  for 
dividing  the  Royal  Family  from  each 
©ther  ;  for  separating  the  Crown  from  the 
State  ;  for  allotting  to  the  Prince  all  the 
insidious  duties  of  Government,  without 
the  means  of  softening  them  to  the  Public 
by  any  act  of  grace,  favour,  and  benig- 
nity—a project  for  producing  weakness, 
disorder,  and  insecurity,  in  every  branch 
of  the  Administration  of  Affairs;"  and,  in 
short,  for  reducing  his  Royal  Highness 
to  the  sad  and  disgraceful  alternative  of 
submitting  to  the  dictates  of  men,  whose 
implacable  hostility  to  public  opinion,  ex- 
emplified in  their  open  contempt  of  the 
right  of  petitioning,  is  not  less  notorious 
than  their  hostility  to  himself^  or  of  resort- 
ing to  the  use  of  that  baneful  influence,  the 
effects  of  wbi^h  vvo  fetl  in  the  enormous 
s^ddition  to  jour  burthens;  in  the  diminu- 


tion of  our  liberties;  in  the  impunity  with 
which  the  people  have  been  imulted  ;  aiad 
which    influence,  while  it  is  an  object  of 
just  and  deep  abhorrence  to  us,  cannot  be 
othervTise  to  the   noble  and  exalted  miiidjt 
of  his  Royal  Highness, — That,  anxious  aft^:.. 
we  must  at  all  times  be  for  the  full  and 
efficient  correction  of  abuses,  and  for  a  fair 
and  practical  Reform  in  the  Representation' 
of  the  People  in  Parliament,  we  deem  our- 
selves equally  bound  to  consider  every  at- 
tempt  to  impair  and  abridge  the   powers' 
and  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  as  a  blow 
aimed  at  the  very  existence  of  the  Consti-- 
tution.— That  Addresses  and  Petitions  be 
thereupon  presented  to  the  House  of  Lords 
and  to  the   House  of  Commons,  humbly 
and  earnestly  entreating,  that  in  such  Bill-, 
or  Bills  as  may  be  brought  in  for  supply-.; 
ing  the  present  melancholy  incapacity  of? 
the    Sovereign,   his  Royal   Highness  the;? 
Prince  of  Wales  may  be  invested  with  all; 
the  Prerogatives  of  the  Royal  Office,  whe- 
ther they  relate  to  the  exercise  of  substau--. 
tial  power,  or  to  the  genuine  lustre  of  the  . 
King  of  a  free  People.— That  by  a  full  and  5 
efficient  provision  for  the  incapacity  of  the 
King,   which  can  alone  restore  the  Sove- 
reign to  the  Constitution,  can  that  Consti- 
tution  be   reinstated,    the    suspension   of 
which,  at  all  times  highly  dangerous  and 
alarming,  is  at  this  moment  rendered  infi- 
nitely more  perilous  by  the  flagrant  arro- 
gance, and  notorious   imbecility,   of  men, 
who  have   the  presumption  to  call  them- 
selves the  Ministers  of  the  Crown — by  the 
overwhelming  weight  of  taxation — and  by 
a  war,  the  declared  object  of  which,  on 
the  part  of  an   inveterate  enemy,  is  not 
alone  the  extinction  of  our  commerce  and 
best  interests,  but  the   total  subversion  of 
our  rights,  liberties,  and  independence,  as 
a  nation. — That  the   command  over   his 
Majesty's  Seals,  assumed  and  exercised  in 
the  late  instance,  by  ordering  an  issue  of 
treasure   from   his  Majesty's  Exchequer, 
exercised   by  the  two  Houses,  appears  to 
be  subversive  of  the  independence,   and 
dangerous  to   the  existence  of  the  royal 
part  of  our  Government ;  and  that,  to  pre- 
vent  the  necessity   of  having  again  re- 
course   to  such   perilous  expedients,  and 
thereby   confirming   and   extending    siill 
further  the  alarming  precedent,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  Court,  that  in  the  present 
suspension  of  the  exercise  of  the  Royal 
authority,  the  most  constitutional  coarse 
of  proceeding   would  be,  to  imitate   the 
glorious  example  of  out  ancestors,  in  the 
year    1088^  by  the  two  Houses  of  Lords 
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ancr Commons  addressing  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Prince  of  Wales  to  take  upon 
himself  the  civil,  military,  and  financial 
administration  of  the  Government,  until 
the  proposed  Regency  Bill  shall  have  ac- 
quired the  form  and  authority  of  ah  Act 
(^'Parliament.  Wocdtkorpe, 

LloHDOTi.— Resolutions  of  the  Livery,  9th  Jan. 
1811. 

Smith,  MAvrjR.— ./b  a  Meeting  or  As- 
spnbly  of  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen,  and  Livery- 
men of  the  several  Companies  of  the  City  of 
London,  in  Common  Hall  assembled,  at  the 
Guildhall  of  the  said  City,  on  Wednesday,  the 
9th  day  of  January,  1811. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  end 
and  design  of  all  Government  is,  or  ought 
to  be,  the  good  of  the  people^ — that  the 
Prerogatives  of  the  Crown  are  vested  in 
the  King,  as  a  sacred  trust  for  their  bene- 
fit.— 2.  Resolved  unanimously,  That  it  is, 
therefore,  equally  their  duty  to  guard,  by 
every  Constitutional  means,  against  all  en- 
croachments and  innovations  upon  the  just 
and  necessary  Powers  and  Prerogatives  of 
the  Crown,  as  to  oppose  those  encroach- 
ments and  innovations  which  have  so  no- 
toriously been  made  upon  the  Representa- 
tive Branch  of  our  Constitution. — 3.  Re- 
solved unanimously.  That,  anxious  as  we 
are,  to  remove  from  the  Government  every 
species  of  unjust  influence,  equally  injuri- 
ous to  King  and  People,  and  to  promote  a 
system  of  general  reform,  especially  in 
that  Branch  of  the  Legislature,  the  corrupt 
state  of  which  has  been  the  great  source  of 
all  our  national  calamities,  the  Commons 
House  of  Parliament ;  we,  nevertheless,  feel 
equally  anxious  to  maintain  the  real  splen- 
dour and  dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  all  its 
just  and  necessary  Powers  and  Preroga- 
tives.— 4.  Kesolved  unanimously.  That, 
deeply  lamenting  the  afflicting  incapacity 
of  our  most  gracious  Sovereign,  by  which 
the  functions  of  the  Executive  Government 
have  been  suspended,  we  derive  a  cheering 
consolation  in  contemplating  the  many 
amiable  qualities  of  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  attachment 
he  has  invariably  evinced  for  the  Rights 
and  Liberties  of  the  People,  affording  the 
Nation  the  best  grounds  of  confidence  of 
seeing  the  Royal  Functions  wisely  and  ably 
exercised. — 5.  That,  impressed  with  these 
considerations,  we  cannot  but  view  all  at- 
tempts to  abridge  the  Royal  Authority, 
and  impose  Restrictions  upon  the  Regent. 
If  tbe  person  of  his  Royal  Highness,  as 


highly  dangerous  and  unconstitutional,  es- 
tablishing a  new  Estate  in  the  realrh,  to 
controul  and  counteract  the  Executive 
Government,  and  lending  to  render  it  fee- 
hie  and  inefficient,  at  a  time  when  the 
state  of  the  nation  peculiarly  requires  its 
full  energies. — 6.  Resolved,  That  we, 
therefore,  view  with  concern  and  indigna- 
tion the  attempts  which  are  made  to  de- 
grade the  Kingly  Office,  and  to  render  it 
dependent  upo'ii  those  Ministers,  who  have 
so  long  abused  the  confidence  of  the  So- 
vereign, who  have  uniformly  shewn  a^- 
marked  contempt  for  public  opinion,  whose 
whole  career  has  been  a  series  of  incapa- 
city, misconduct,  and  violation  of  the 
Constitution  :  who  have  added  to  the  ca- 
talogue of  their  crimes  by  usurping  the 
Royal  Authority,  and  who,  not  content 
with  having  engrossed  patronage  and  emo- 
lument, and  secured  to  themselves  and  ad- 
herents a  profusion  of  pensions  and  sine- 
cures, are  now  endeavouring  to  retain  an 
unconstitutional  power  and  influence,  which ' 
would  enable  them  to  embarrass  and  im- 
pede the  Executive  Government  in  all  its 
operations,  and  render  it  subject  to  their 
controul. — 7.  Resolved  unanimously.  That- 
the  command  over  his  Majesty's  Seals,  as-  ' 
sumed  and  exercised  by  the  two  Houses  of; 
Parliament  in  the  late  instance  of  ordering 
an  issue  of  treasure  from  his  Majesty's  Ex- 
chequer, appears  to  us  subversive  of  the 
independence,  and  dangerous  to  the  exist- 
ence 6f  the  regal  part  of  our  Government; 
and  that  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing again  recourse  to  such  perilous  exper 
dients,  and  of  thereby  confirming  and  ex- 
tending still  further  this  alarming  prece- 
dent, it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Meeting  that 
in  the  present  suspension  of  the  exercise 
of  the  Royal  Authority,  the  most  constitu-, 
tional  mode  of  proceeding  would  be  to  imi-" 
tate  the  glorious  example  of  our  ancestoriB 
in  1688,  by  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament 
addressing  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
of  Wales  to  take  upon  himself  the  civil, 
military,  and  financial  Administrations  of 
the  Government. — 8.  Resolved  unani- 
mously. That  this  Common  Hall  do  peti- 
tion the  Right  Honourable  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  the  Hon.  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, agreeably  to  the  foregoing  Resolu- 
tions.— [The  Drafts  of  the  Petitions  being 
read,  were  unanimously  agreed  to.] — 9. 
Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  said  P*- 
tition  be  signed  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  four 
Aldermen,  and  ten  Liverymen.— 10.  Re-' 
solved  unanimously.  That  the  Sheriffs  do 
wait  upon,  and  request  some  Lord  in  Par- 
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liament  to  present  the  said  Petition  to  the 
Right  Hon.  the  House  of  Lords. — 1 1.  Re- 
solved unanimously.  That  Mr.  Alderman 
Combe,  one  of  the  Representatives  of  this 
City  in  Parliament,  be  requested  to  pre- 
sent the  said  Petition  to  the  Hon.  the 
House  of  Commons.— 12.  Resolved  una- 
nimously. That  the  Representatives  of  this 
City  in  Parliament,  be  instructed  to  sup- 
port the  said  Petition  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  to  oppose  all  attempts  to  abridge 
and  fetter  the  Regent  with  restrictions.— 
13.  Resolved  unanimously.  That  the 
Thanks  of  this  Common  Hall  be  given  to 
Thomas  Smith,  Esq.  Alderman,  our  late 
worthy  Chief  Magistrate,  for  his  very  able, 
upright,  and  independent  conduct,  during 
the  time  the  ardent  and  important  duties 
of  that  Office  were  confided  to  him,  where- 
in he  evinced  the  most  land  and  friendly 
attention  to  his  fellow-citizens,  a  dignified 
and  unostentatious  hospitality,  a  strict  im- 
partiality on  all  occasions,  and  a  constant 
regard  for  the  rights,  liberties,  and  fran- 
chises of  this  City.— -14.  Resolved  unani- 
mously, That  the  Thanks  of  this  CommoB 
Hall  be  given  to  Robert  Waithman,  Esq. 
who  moved,  and  Samuel  Favell,  Esq.  who 
seconded  the  several  Resolutions  which 
have  been  agreed  to  this  day.— 15.  Re- 
solved unanimously.  That  the  Thanks  of 
this  Common  Hall  be  given  to  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor,  for  his  readi- 
I^ess  in  calling  this  Meeting,  and  his  im- 
partial conduct  in  the  Chair  this  day. 


France.— -/{cpor/  to  the  Senate  by  the  Coun- 
sellor of  Sfo^te^  Count  Caffarelli,  relative 
to  a  Marine ~yonfcctption,  1 5th  Decem- 
ber, 1810. 

Senators;  We  are  commissioned  by 
his  Majesty  to  present  to  you  the  projet  of 
a  Saiutus  Consultum,  in  which  you  will 
take  pleasure  in  remarking  the  character 
of  public  utility,  of  energy,  and  of  fore- 
sight, which  belongs  to  the  vast  concep- 
tions of  his  Majesty. — The  empire  enjoys 
the  most  profound  peace ;  ih  •  nations 
which  surround  it,  deeply  convinced  that 
the  surest  pledge  of  their  repo<;e  will  con- 
stantly be  found  in  their  alliance  with  the 
French  people,  every  day  draw  closer  the 
ties  which  unite  them  to  it,  and  appear  to 
constitute  only  one  and  the  same  great 
family,  by  their  sentiments  towards  the 
august  chief  of  France. — And  if  the  hor- 
rors of  war  still  desolate  the  extremities  of 
Europe,  if  the  misled  portion  of  a  neigh- 
bouring nation,  agitated  by  factions,  still 


mistake  its  true  interests,  you  know.  Gen* 
tlemen,  that  the  cause  must  be  sought  for 
in  the  perfidious  machinations  of  that  Go- 
vernment, the  enemy  of  Europe,  which, 
repelled  and  menaced  on  all  sides,  has  no 
longer  any  thing  but  a  single  corner, 
where  it  is  still  able  lo  fan  the  flame  of 
discord  and  of  civil  dissentions. — England 
blockades  the  ports  of  Europe;  she  pa- 
rades upon  the  seas  her  ships,  every  where 
the  objects  of  reprobation ;  she  seeks 
openings  for  the  produce  of  her  manu- 
factures, piled  up  in  the  warehouses  of 
her  dismayed  inhabitants.  Her  criminal 
system  is  recognized;  her  snares  have  lost 
their  etFect ;  the  nations  at  last  know  how 
to  appreciate  both  her  fatal  alliance  an<| 
her  disastrous  services.— Amidst  the  calm 
which  his  Majesty  has  re-established  in 
the  empire  and  in  Eui'ope,  he  is  occupied 
with  the  amelioration  of  his  marine ;  and 
his  genius  sgggests  to  him  efficaeious^ 
means  for  opposing  to  his  enemies  upon 
the  seas,  numerous  fleets,  animated,  like 
his  veteran  and  formidable  phalanxes^ 
%vith  a  desire  at  last  to  conquer  an  univer- 
fftl  peace.  The  will  of  his  Majesty  shall 
be  always  that  of  destiny ;  for  power  and 
genius  never  vvillin  vain.—- Already,  Gen- 
tlemen, at  the  voice  of  his  Majesty,  mari- 
time establishments  are  created  ;  our  coasts^ 
the  extent  of  which  is  augmented,  are 
every  where  defended  by  courage  and 
fortified  by  art;  the  arsenals, are  provided 
with  necessary  materials!  ships  are  rising 
in  our  ports,  and  our  fleets  will  one  day 
try  their  strength  with  those  of  the  ene- 
my, and  reign  upon  the  seas.— But  to  arm 
these  vessels,  to  equip  them,  his  Majesty  i 
has  felt  that  he  stood  in  need  of  seamen,  i 
Those  who  at  present  man  his  squadrons, 
would  not  be  sufficient  for  the  greatness  of 
his  plans ;  new  meaas  are  necessary  for 
new  views. — Commerce  and  the  fisheries, 
which  were  wont  to  furnish  seamen  for  the 
State,  are  at  present  too  inconsiderable, 
and  a  new  system^  must  be  forthwith  re- 
sorted to  for  supplying  the  wants  of  the 
country. — At  the  voice  of  his  Majesty 
there  issues  from  the  maritime  depart- 
ments, a  crowd  of  young  men,  who,  being 
at  once  sailors  andsoldiers,  will  shew  them- 
selves worthy  rivals  of  those  who  have 
raised  so  high  the  glory  of  the  arms  of  the 
Empire.— We  shall  now  unfold  to  you. 
Gentlemen,  the  basis  of  that  Institution, 
from  which  his  Majesty  expects  the  most 
advantageous  results. — The  Emperor  has 
perceived  that  the  mode  of  conscriptioa- 
can  alone  procui'e  for  the  marine  tho»e  r*- 
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sources  in  tii(^,  which  it  requires  j   but  be 
has  felt  that  thi$  mode  could  not  be  ex- 
tended through  the  whole  of  our  territory, 
for  the  inclinations  of  men  are  generally 
the  fruit  of  their  habits.      Thus,  the  inha- 
bitant of  the  towns  of  the  interior  never 
sees  the  sea  or  searaen  ;•,  a  stranger  to  that 
element,  to  that  mode  of  Jife,  he  forms  to 
hiiflself  only  a  monstrous  idea  of  it:    he 
prefers  the  land-service,  for  which  the  in- 
numerable victories  of  our   armies  have 
already  excited   his  early  enthusiasm. — 
The  inhabitant  of  the  coast,  on  the  con- 
trary, from  his  earliest  years  is  hearing 
the    sea-service   talked  of;    around   him 
every  thing   presents    the  image   of  it ; 
While  yet  a  child  he  gambols  in  that  ele- 
ment, upon  which  he  will  one  day  brave 
the  storm  and  the  battle.      Born  on  coasts 
adjacent  to  those  of  the  enemy,  he  feels 
the  necessity  of  defending  them,  because 
he  has  to  protect  his  family  and  bis  pro- 
perty.     He   is  actuated  more  than  any 
other  with  the  feeling  of  resistance  to  ag- 
gression;   he  is  at  once  a  man  and  a  citi- 
zen.— It  is  from  the  maritime  departmeftt*, 
then,  that  the  marine  must  be  recruit««k; 
it  is  from  the  line  of  coasts  that  must  be 
made   the   selection   of  men   destined  to 
serve  on  the  sea. — But  the  profession  of 
the  seaman  is  liable  to  so  many  vicissitudes 
atvJ  dangers,  that  it  is  necessary  to  com- 
mence it  from  the  most  tender  age,  when 
the  organs  are  docile,  the  body  flexible, 
and   habits   are  contracted  without   diffi- 
culty.     It  i-i  necessary  that  the  mariner 
should  be  early  accustomed   to  peril,  and 
learn   to   face   it  with  a  smile. — Young 
sailors  shall   therefore  be  selected  at  the 
age  of  from  13  to  1 6 ;  if  younger,  the  State 
i^'ould   wait  too  lon^  before    it   enjoyed 
their  services  ;    if  older,  the  physical  con- 
stitution of  matt  could  only  be  bent  with, 
difficulty  to  alU'J  the  toils  of  seamanship.— 
Here   it  is  oiif'duty  to  communicate  one 
♦f  tho?e  tine  thoughts  of  the  Emperor- 
that  of  initiating  from  the  present  moment, 
these    young   conscripts,    in    the    career 
which  they  are  destined  to  nm. — His  Ma- 
jesty has  formed  crews  for  ships,  and  crews 
for  flotillas.      The  former,  composed    of 
e?£perienced  mariners,  will  man  the  ships; 
for  the  latter,  his  Majesty  is  fitiing  out  in 
his  ports  small  vessels,   commanded   by 
skilfdl  officers;    on  board  which  will  be 
exercised  in   manoeuvres,  in  steering,  in 
the   use   of    arms,  those   ycunsr  seamen, 
whom  the  Senatus  Consultum,  which  we 
present,  summons  to  the  honour  of  serving 
their    country^  — Doubtless,    Gentlemen, 


the  experience  which  they,  will  acquire'.iyaf 
the  navigatien  of  the  coasts  and  in  /^«| 
roads,':will  not  be  so  great  as  that  commu-* 
nicated  by  distant  expeditions  ;  but  they 
will  thus  be  familiarised  with  their  state, 
they  will  see  and  will  vanquish  its  diffi- 
culties; they  will  acquire  a  taste  for  it, 
even  in  this  way,  that  it  will  present  to 
them  obstacles  which  they  will  have  tqr 
surmount;  and  in  a  few  years  they  wilt 
be  fit  to  serve  in  a  more  useful  manner  (tn 
board  the  ships  of  his  Majesty.— At  the 
same  time  that  his  -Majefety  projected" 
means  for  training  to  himself  seamen,  he 
has  ordered  the  necessary  measures  for 
forming  the  officers  who  are  to  command 
them.  Every  thing  is  connected  in  his 
conceptions  ;  their  whole  always  bears 
the  impression  of  the  genius  who  presides 
over  the  prosperity  of  the  Empire. 

Projel  qfths  Senalus  Cotistdium, 

Art.  I.  The  coast-districts  of  the  thirty 
departments  hereafter  named  shall  cease 
to  contribute  to  the  conscription  for  the 
iaod-army,  and  shall  be  reserved  for  the 
conscription  for  the  »ea-service. 

11.  The  following  are  the  thirty  departs 
ments  in  which  the  maritime  districts  shall 
be  reserved  : — ^Maritime  Alps,  Appen- 
nines,  Aude,  Mouths  of  the  Rhone,  Calva- 
dos, Lower  Charente, Coasts  of  the  North, 
Dyle,  the  Scheldt,  Finisterre,  Gard,  Ge- 
noa, iGironde,  Herault,  lie  and  Vilaine, 
Landes,  Lower  Loire,  Lys,  Manche,  Mon- 
tencate,  Morbiban,  Two  Nethers,  Nord, 
Par  de  Calais,  Lower  Pyrennees,  Eastern 
Pyrennees,  Lewer  Seine,  Somme,  Var, 
Vendee.— III.  Ten  fhotsknd  conscripts  of 
each  of  the  classes' of  1813,  18H,  1S15, 
and  1816,  shall  be  immediately  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Minister  ©f  Marine. 
IV.  The  present  Senatu?  Consultum  shall 
be  transmitted  in  a  message  to  his  Majesty 
the  Emperor  and  King^.  ;   ; 


France. — Address  of  ilk  Conservative  Senate 
to  the  Emperor,  in  answer  to  hi?  Message, 
of  the  \Oth  of  Dtc\  ISlO,' retatit^t  to  the 
Marine  and  Military  coiisciciplidn. 

The  Conservative  Senate,  assembled  jn 
the  number  of  rtiembers  prescribed  bv 
Article  XC  of  the  Act  of  the  Constitution 
of  179P,  havicg  taken  into  its  consiflera- 
tion  the  Message  of  his  Majesty  the  K'^.- 
peror  and  King  of  the  10th  of 'JDecepabej, 
and  the  Report  of  their  Special  Cotnaiis= 
sion  thereon,  decrees,  that.  the_  follavyng 
JAddress  be,  presence  S4o  his  M3^^.,'|}^<th5 
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President  and  Secretaries ;— Sire, — The 
depth  and  extent  of  your  plans,  the  can- 
dour and  generosity  ot"  your  policy,  and 
your  constant  anxiety  lor  the  prosperity 
of  your  subjects,  have  never  been  mani- 
fested more  stronj^ly  than  in  your  Im- 
perial and  Royal  Majesty's  message  to  the 
Senate. — The  Orders  of  the  British  Coun- 
cil have  not  only  rent  in  pieces  the  public 
law  of  Europe,  but  have  also  violated 
those  natural  laws,  which  are  as  old  and  as 
eternal  as  the  globe.  Nature  herself  has 
placed  the  seas  beyond  the  dominion  of 
man.  He  may  pass  over,  trnt  he  cannot 
maintain  possession  of  them ;  and  to  affect 
to  rule  an  element  which  surrounds  the 
habitable  globe  on  every  side,  is  nothing 
less  than  a  daring  attempt  to  hold  the  old 
and  the  new  world  in  captivity,  and  to  fix 
a  disgraceful  mark  of  slavery  on  all  man- 
kind.—Such  is  the  sacrilegious  attempt 
against  which  your  Majesty  unites  all  the 
etfbrts  in  your  power.  Justly  indignant 
Europe  applauds  and  seconds  you.— Al- 
ready does  this  restless  and  turbulent  Go- 
vernment, which  had  excited  five  succes- 
sive coalitions  against  France,  destroyed 
in  a  moment  by  your  victorious  arms,  see 
all  the  nations  of  the  Continent  leagued 
against  her,  and  her  vessels  repelled  from 
every  port.  It  can  no  longer  keep  up 
its  internal  circulation  but  by  a  fictitious 
medium,  or  its  foreign  trade  but  by  smug- 
gling. The  only  allies  which  it  has  on 
earth  are  fanaticism  and  sedition. — Per- 
severe, Sire,  in  this  sacred  war,  under- 
taken for  the  honour  of  the  French  name 
and  the  independence  of  nations.  The 
day  on  which  this  war  ends  will  be  the 
era  of  the  peace  of  the  world. — The  mea- 
sures proposed  by  your  Majesty  will  ac- 
celerate that  period  ;  since  your  only  ene- 
mies are  to  be  found  on  the  ocean,  it  is 
necessary  for  you  to  render  yourself  master 
of  all  the  ports  by  which  the  ocean  has 
communication  with  the  interior  provinces 
of  your  empire.— In  the  midst  of  these 
military  and  political  operations,  your  be- 
nevolent solicitude  has  inspired  you  with 
the  idea  of  reviving  that  northern  trade, 
which  has  been  for  so  long  a  time  the 
fruitful  source  of  encouragement  and  pros- 
perity to  French  industry.  The  produc- 
tions of  the  South  of  the  Empire  will  be 
conveyed  by  safe  and  easy  routes  into  the 
porta  of  the  Baltic,  and  the  knots  of  the 
treaty  of  Tilsit  will  be  drawn  closer  by 
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this  new  tie  of  nations. — The  conscripts 


of  181 1,  under  the  impulse  of  honour,  of 
affection,  and  of  gratitude,  will,  wiih,  a 
proud  satisfaction,  range  themselvesaround 
your  triumphant  eagles,  and  esteem  them- 
selves honoured  in  paying  the  glorious 
tribute  which  every  Frenchman-  owes  to 
his  Sovereign  and  his  country.— It  is  evi- 
dent that  your  Majesty's  paternal^  heart 
feels  regret  in  demanding  this  tribute,  but 
you  have  wherewith  to  console  yoursell" 
in  the  reflection  that  the  prosperous  situa- 
tion of  your  finances  will  allow  you  not 
to  require  anj;^  sacrifices  from  your  people. 
—The  Senate,  Sire,  in  offering  you  the 
homage  of  their  devotedness,  love  and  un- 
shaken fidelity,  only  express  to  you  senti- 
ments which  are  felt  by  all  your  subjects. 


France.— /f<3por^  of  a  Committee  in  the  Con- 
servative Senate  upon  the  subject  of  the 
annexation  of  Holland  and  the  Hans 
Towns  to  France,'— I  :ilh  Dec  IS  10. 

Senators, — The  Committee  to  whom  you 
referred  the  projet  of  a  Senatus  ConsultuM, . 
relative  to  the  annexation  of  Holland  and 
the  Hans  Towns  to  the  French  territory, 
have  charged  me  to  lay  before  you  the 
motives  which  call  for  the  adoption  of 
measures  of  so  great  an  interest. — Dur- 
ing the  course  of  the  labours  of  the  Com- 
mittee, one  leading  idea  principally  im- 
pressed our  minds:  we  have  not  ceased 
to  feel  astonished,  that  events  commanded 
by  so  many  different  circumstances,  had 
been  so  long  deferred. — In  reality.  Se- 
nators, from  the  period  when  our  victo- 
rious armies  snatched  Holland  from  the 
threefold  oppression  of  the  coalesced 
powers,  she  lost  that  existence  which  Fre- 
derick had  designated  with  so  much 
energy  and  truth ;  she  ceased  to  be  a 
bark,  by  turns  in  tow  of  the  two  gre^t 
ships  of  war  I  France  and  England;  her 
crew,  to  continue  the  comparison,  were 
turned  over  to  our  ship  ;  Brabant  formed 
a  part  of  our  territory,  and  Holland  was 
irrecoverably  conquered.  There  has  not 
passed,  since,  a  single  day  when  her  union 
with  the  French  empire  would  not  have 
been  a  benefit;  and  we  say  it  with  cot>fi- 
dence,  an  invaluable  benefit,  since  she 
would  have  been  spared  a  long  series  of 
privations,  of  losses,  and  of  misfortunes, 
(To  bf  CQntinued.) 
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'SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

The  Regf.ncy. In  another  part  of 

this  Number  it  will  be  seen,  that  a  Depu- 
tation from  the  Two  Houses  have  waited 
on  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Queen, 
and  presented  to  them  the  Kesolutions 
finally  agreed  to  in  the  House,  relative  to 
the  Kegency.  To  the  communication, 
thus  made,  there  is  the  answer  of  His 
Royal  Highness,  accepting  (with  a  de- 
claration of  adherence  to  his  principles 
formerly  expressed)  of  the  office  of  Regent, 
as  limited  by  those  resolutions.  And, 
from  the  Q,iieeii,  there  is  an  answer,  ac- 
cepting of  the  portion  of  power  (for  power 
it  is)  alloiti^d  to  her.  Bnih  are  insert* d. 
Upon  these  answers  I  should  hav« 
mads'  no  remark  at  all,^  had  there  not  ap- 
peared, on  the  part  nf  the  MEAN,  MER- 
CENARY and  MALIGNANT  nien  an 
article,  in  the  Coukier  news-paper  of  th« 
lith  instant,  which  calls  for  animadver- 
sit)n. The  object  of  this  article  mani- 
festly is  to  aHd,  if  possjble  to  the  embar- 
rassments,  which  his  boyal  Highness  will 
have  to  encounter.  It  is  as  full  of  poison 
as  the  asp-1  ke  author  could  make  it.—' — 
It  profes-es  to  lament  the  bad  advice  which 
the  Prince  has  received  ;  it  calls  the  an- 
swer ah  ungracious  answer  ;  and  it  resorts 
to  the  meanest  of  the  sophistry  and  quirk- 
ery,  in  use  amongst  the  meanest  of  law- 
yers, in  order  to  give  a  false  colour  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Prince. — —But,  I  must  in- 
sert the  whole  article  ;  for,  it  is  right,  that 
the  world  should  see,  and  that  we  should 
have  upon  record,  the  means  that  these 
MEAN  men  have  resorted  to,  and  are 
making  use  of  upon  this  occasion  ;  these 
MEAiSf  men,  who  take  to  themselves  the 
exclusive  appellation  of  "  King's  friends," 
who  brand  us  with  the  names  of  Jacobins 
and  Levellers,  and  who  would  now  tear  the 
kingly  office  to  atoms,  because  they  sup- 
pose (and,  I  hope,  truly,)  that  it  will  not 
be  exercised  for  their  private  advantage. 

When  the  reader  has  gone  through 

this  article  with  attention,  he  will  indulge 
me  while  I  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  it. 
— — "  His  Royal  Highness,  or  rather  per- 
*'  haps,  his  advisers,  say,  "  conscious  that 
ef  ij  €tery  feeling  of  jsgf.I^ifft  would-l^Te 
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"  "  prompted  me,  fj^m  dutiful  affection  to 
"  "  my  beloved  Father  and   Sovereign  to 
"  "  have  shewn  all  the  reverential  delica- 
"  "  cy   towards  him  inculcated   in  these 
"  "  Resolutions,  I  cannot  refrain  from  ex- 
"  *'  pressing  my  regret  that  I  should  not 
"  "  have  bi&en  allowed  the  opportunity  of 
"■  "  manifesting  to  his  afflicted  and  loyal 
"  "  subjects  that  such  would  have  been  my 
"  "  conduct!"     Were  his  Royal  Highness 
"  so  situated  as  to  have  advisers  ofticially 
"  responsible  for  his    conduct,    I  would 
"  speak   of  this  passage   in  very   strong 
"  terms  of  disapprobation,  considering  it 
"  as  their  language.     As  it  is,  I  shall  only 
"  lament  he  should  have  any  persons  about 
"  him,  capable  of  advising  the  adoption  of 
"  such  sentiments,  the  meaning  of  which. 
"  is,  that  his  Royal  Highness  should  bit 
**  granted  unlinjited  authority  on  the  faith 
"  of    his    personal   abilities    and  virtues, 
"  rather  than  of  law  and  restraint,  the  unerr^ 
"  ing  marks,  the  indispensible  props  ofajree 
"  state.     All  arguments  which  bring  the 
"conduct  of  the  Oovernraent  home  to  the 
"  Prince  in  person,  holding  \x\m  persorially 
"fjrward  as  the  prime  mover  of  public 
"  measures,  seem  to  me  inconsistent  with 
"  the  principles  of  our  Constitution.     ■   ■ 
"  Bat  the  censure  of  the  provisions  made 
"  by  Parliament,  while  obedience  is  yield- 
"  ed  to  the  main  decision,  is  the  most  to 
"  be   lamented.     The    King  has  uniformltf 
"  bowed  to  the  wishes  of  Farliament,  never  in 
"  language  reproving  their  conduct ;  and  this 
"■  has  been  the  secret  of  the  strength  of  his 
"  Government.     Nay  the  Burdett  rabbi© 
''  seem  to  have  thought  that  the  King  acted 
"  improperly  in  daring  to  convey  an  indirect 
"  censure  of  the  designs  of  the  Corporation 
"  of  London.     A  year  ago,  \vhen  the  City 
"  addressed    the  Throne  respecting    the 
"  Walclieren  Expedition,   and  the    King 
"  answered,  that  he  confided  in  the  •viisdo7ii 
"  of  his  Farliament,  the  streets  rung  with 
"  invective.     But   now  the   Prince  may 
^  rebuke  the  united  Houses  of  Parliament, 
"  solemnly  delegated  before   his  persoJi^ 
"  in  very  bro;id  terms,  without  aniraad- 
"  version.     To  the  mob  any  thing  loivering 
"  the  Parliamait,  from  whatever  quarter  it 
"  comes,  seems  to  be  agreeable,-— -—Tha 
/' Prii^e  say^  he  still  retains  every  opi- 
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*'  nion  expressed  by  him  on  a  similar  for- 
'*  mer  occasion,  meaning  the  Regency  of 
"  17$y.  This  was  sufficiently  understood; 
"  his  answer  to  Mr.  Perceval,  published  in 
**  substance  by  all  the  Newspapers,  had 
"  avowed  it ;  and  I  lament  that  the  Prince 
"  should  have  shewn  so  much  tenacity,  50 
•'  eager  a  desire  to  re-assert  his  opinions,  they 
"  being  hostile  to  those  of  the  authorities 
"  he  was  addressing,  and  such  a  re-as- 
*'  sertion  being  wholly  unnecessary.— —»- 
"  Neither  do  I  approve  of  the  passage 
"  wherein  he  says  he  will  •"'  use  all  the 
*'  "  means  left  to  him"  to  merit  the  appro- 
"  bation  of  Parliament  and  the  People  by 
"  his  government,  a  passage  containing  a 
*f notion  that  his  power  is  greatly  curtailed, 
*'  which  I  deny.  He  is  to  have  the  full 
"■  powers  of  the  executivs  authorit)'^,  the 
*'  means  of  political  influence  being,  in  a 
"  small  degree  only,  withheld  from  him 
"  for  a  short  time. — In  his  answer  to  the 
"  Deputation  from  Parliament,  His  Royal 
^'  Highness  was  under  no  necessity  to  sa)' 
"  more,  in  substance,  than  that  he  would 
"  accept  the  trust,  •'  notwithstanding  any 
"  "  opinions  respecting  the  conditions." 
"  This  passage  would  have  been  a  suffici- 
"  ent  reservation.  The  detailed  and  strong 
"  manner  in  which  his  Royal  liighness's 
'''  senliments,  or  rather  those  of  his  ad- 
**  visers,  is  expressed,  in  opposition  to  the 
"  solemn  decisions  of  the  two  Houses  of 
"  Parliament,  gives  ground  for  much  un- 
"  easiness,  \(  nolo(  posithe alarm.  His  was 
*'  not  a  gracious  answer." What !  un- 
easiness and  alarm  ?  Amongst  whom  ? 
Amongst  what  description  of  persons  does 
this  give  ground  for  uneasiness  and  alarm  ? 
Not  amongst  those,  who  really  love  the 
country ;  not  amongst  those  who  wish  to 
iupport  the  Crown  because  they  looked 
upon  it  as  held  in  trust  for  the  nation ; 
not  amongst  those  who  have  no  h»nd  in 
contracts  and  jobs,  and  who  never  desire 
to  share  in  fleecing  the  people  ;  not 
amongst  those  who  have  had  no  hand  in 
peculations  and  seat-sellings  and  the  other 
abominabU  corruptions  that  have,  from 
time  to  time,  been  brought  to  light.  No: 
to  such  persons  the  passage  of  the  answer 
here   complained  of,   gives   grounds    for 

no  "  uneasiness,"  no  "  alarm." To  say 

the  truth,  I,  after  the  best  consideration  1 
was  able  to  give  this  answer  of  His  Royal 
Highness,  thought  it  deficient  in  strength  of 
expression  as  to  the  measure  tendered  to  him. 
I  thought,  that  it  fell  rather  short  of 
what  might  reasonably  be  expected  from 
Wm  by  those,  ia  pariiaoKnt,  vho  had 


opposed  the  measure  by  such  powerful 
arguments,  and  also  by  those  out  of  par- 
liament, who  have,  in  a  public  and  consti- 
tutional manner,  expressed  their  disap- 
probation of  that  measure.  At  the  time 
when  His  Royal  Highness  gave  this  an- 
swer, there  were  lying  upon  the  tables  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  Petitions 
from  the  City  of  London,  earnestly  praj'- 
ing,  that  no  limitations  might  be  imposed 
upon  His  Royal  Highness;  expressing  con- 
fidence in  him,  and  beseeching  the  Housess 
that  nothing  might  be  done  to  mutilate  the 
kingly  power  in  his  hands.  After  this,  I, 
for  my  part,  should  have  expected  some- 
thing stronger  from  him  in  disapprobation 
of  the  measure;  but,  if  he  had  been  silent 
upon  the  subject,  what  would  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  measure,  in  Parliament  as 
well  as  out,  have  said  ?  Would  they  not 
have  had  just  ground  of  complaint  ?  Would 
they  not  have  said,  that  he  had  been, 
wanting  in  justice  to  them  as  well  as  ta 
himself?  And,  what  man  would  have  re- 
lied upon  him  in  future  ? It  was  abso- 
lutely necessary,  that  he  should  mark  th% 
measure  of  limitations  with  his  disappro- 
bation) sooner  or  later  ;  and,  was  it  not 
best  to  do  it  at  once  ;  was  it  not  best  to  do 
it  the  first  moment  the  measure  was  regu- 
larly brought  before  him  ?  Would  not 
dtlai/  have  produced,  in  part,  at  least,  the 
effect  above  described  ;  and,  let  me  ask 
these  MEAN  and  MALIGNANT  men, 
whether,  if  he  had  been  silent  on  this  topic 
upon  this  occasion,  they  would  not  hav« 
cited  that  silence,  and  flung  it  in  the  faces 
of  the  minority  in  parliament  and  of  the 
city  of  London,  as  a  proof  that  the  Prince 
either  disapproved  of  their  conduct  op 
held  them  and  their  eflorts  in  contempt  ? 

This   is   what  his   and  the   people' j 

enemies  wished  for  abote  all  things,  and 
in  this  they  were  disappointed. — —We  are 
next  told,  by  tke  MEAN  quirker,  who  ,» 
the  author  of  this  article,  that  this  parfe 
of  the  Prince's  answer  means>  that  he 
ought  to  have  had  "  unlimited  authority 
"on  the  faith  of  his  personal  abilttiesf 
"  and  virtues,  rather  than  of  law.  and 
"restraint,  the  unerring  marks,  th« 
"  indispensable  props,  of  a  free  state."— -—ii 
How  often  must  one  expose  these  wors« 
than  pettifogging  quirks! —-— No  :-tb^ 
Prince  asks,  and  we  ask  for  him,  no,  ?«»• 
limited  authority ;  he  asks  for  no  pov«rer 
without /atv  and  restraint.  But,  he  wishfes^ 
and  very  naturally  wishes,  and  the  people 
wish  it  too,  that  he  should  iiave  nq  olihier 
restraints  tliaix  thoje.  ujnposed  by  the  cott* 
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dilution,  that  is  to  say,  by  the  laws  already 
in  existence.  He  has  asked  for  no  auth<»- 
rtty  upon  the  faith  of  hts  personal  abiUiifs 
and  virtues;  none  at  all;  but  he  thinks, 
and  the  nation  think  with  him,  that  he 
ought  to  possess  aK  the  authority  that  his 
Royal  Father  possessed,  and  no  rcusim  has 
ever  been  assigned  why  he  should  not, 
while  an  abundance  of  reasons  have  been 

produced  on   the  olhfcr  side. I'o  hear 

these  MEAN  and  MALIGNANT  men 
one  would  imagine,  that  they  had  a 
scheme  on  foot  for  diminisliivg  the  kingly 
powers.  Not  at  all.  Wliat  ihty  urge  is, 
not  any  diminution  of  the  powers,  but  a 
division  of  them,  by  giving  a  part  to  the 
Prince,  a  part  to  the  Queen,  and  keeping 
back  a  part  to  be  exercised  by  the  King, 
or  his  advisers,  in  case  he  should  agai'i  be 
declared  to  be  recovered,  though  for  ever 
so  short  a  time.  The  power  of  making 
peers,  and  of  granting  pensions  and  offices  for 
life  is,  for  instance,  kept  from  the  Prince. 
So  that,  if  the  Prince  should  find  any  per- 
sons meriting  these  honours  and  rewards, 
he  cannot  bestow  them ;  but,  the  King,  if 
he  should  be  declared  well,  and  should 
remain  so  only  for  one  day,  may  make  as 
many  peers  as  he  pleases,  and  niajr  grant 
away  any  of  the  life-offices  that  may  have 
fallen  vacant,  during  the  time  that  the 
Prince  has  been  filling  the  kingly  office. 
And  thus  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of 
the  Crown,  which  are  vested  there  in 
trust  for  the  good  of  the  people,  are  to  be 
separated  from  the  office,  and  to  be  exercised 
by  the  King,  if  he  recover,  after  the  time 
is  over.  He,  who  is,  unhappily  declared 
incapable  of  exercising  the  functions  of  King, 
is,  if  he  should  be  declared  recovered  only 
for  one  day,  to  have,  not  only  all  the  kingly 
powers  again  in  his  hands,  but  is  to  have 
the  additional  power  of  making  peers  and 
granting  places  and  pensions  in  retrospect. 
And,  it  is  those  who  support  such  a  mea- 
sure, who  have  the  impudence  to  censure 
the  Prince  of  Wales  for  expressing  his  dis- 
approbation of  withholding  the  powers 
from  him  for  the  time  being !— — This 
writer,  whom  I  could  almost  name,  and 
whose  MALIGNANT  soul  and  quirking 
brain  ai'e  so  strongly  depicted  in  every 
line  of  this  article,  next,  in  order  to  excite 
as  much  jealousy  as  possible  against  the 
Prince,  tells  the  public,  that  ^' the  King 
**  uniformly  bowed  to  the  wishes  of  par- 
"  liament,  that  he  never  reproved  their 
*'  conduct,  and  that  this  was  the  SECRET 

*'  of  the  strength  of  his  government. *•* 

/&tfr«  f     What  secret  i     Will  you,  dare 


you  tells  us;  dare  you  fully  to  explaia 
this  secret?  I  knovi?  of  no  nccrcts  of  thia 
sort  that  ought  to  exist;  but,  1  ara  sure, 
that   the    people   will    easily    understand 

what  it  means. "  Bowed  to  the  wi.-Jtes 

"  of  parliament,"  indeed  !  1  v/onder  how 
any  thing  in  human  shape  can  mustiir  up 
the  impudence  to  tnake  use  of  such  a, 
piirase.  Surely  the  day  will  come,  when, 
no  one  will  drtam  of  thus  insulting  the 
understandini>s  of  the  people.  Mr.  Pitt 
"  uniformly  botvtd  to  the  xvishes  of  parlia^ 
"  7ueni,"  did  he  not  ?  He  bowed  to  those 
wishes,  did  he  not,  when  he  entered  upon 
his  mad  wars ;  when  he  contrived  that 
series  of  measures  that  produced  the  Bank 
Stoppage,  and  that  have  finally  led  to  the 
conquest  of  all  Europe  by  France  and  to 
the  present  slate  of  Iieland.  He  bowed 
to  the  wishes  of  parliament :  that  is  to  say^ 
he  always  had  a  majority  there.  Is  thif 
what  is  meant  by  bowing  to  the  wishes  of 
parliament?  He  bowed,  did  he,  to  the 
tvishes  of  the  Lords  and  the  Secretsries  of 
the  several  Boards,  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Bedchamber,  to  all  the  Placemen  and 
Pensioners  ?  He  bowed  to  their  wishes,  did 
he  ?  What  impudence  a  man  must  have 
to  put  forth  such  an  idea ;  and  whatt 
MALIGNITY  thus  to  put  the  King  iti 
contrast  with  the  Prinee,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose setting  at  nought  the  transferring  of 
the  acts  of  the  King's  reign  from  his  minis^ 
ters  to  himself.  But,  this,  the  "  loyal'* 
have  invariably  done.  They  have  never 
hesitated  to  saddle  the  King  personally 
with  the  acts  of  his  ministers.  They  have 
said,  and  sometimes  nearly  in  so  many 
words,  do  not  blame  the  ministers ;  if  yoa 
must  blame,  blame  the  King.  The  thing 
was  his  doing;  it  was  his  scruples;  and, 
tiierefore,  hold  your  tongues,  or  attack 
him.  Thus  have  they  always  thrown  him 
personally  as  a  shield  over  the  ministers,, 
and  this  game  they  are,  it  seems,  resolved 

to  play  to  the  last. We  have  next,  from 

this  quirking  gentleman,  an  endeavour  to 
confuse  the  understandings  of  tlie  public 
by  a  case,  in  which  the  City  of  London 
complained  of  reproof  received  from  the 
King.  That  case  was  this.  The  City  of 
London,  partaking  in  the  feelings  of  the 
whole  nation,  went  up  to  the  King  witii 
an  Address,  in  which  they  besought  hiai 
to  cause  strict  inquiry  to  be  made  into  th& 
circumstances  of  the-  Convention  of  Cintra, 
They  did  the  same  in  regard  to  the  iVai" 
chcren  Expedition.  In  ansvj'er  to  the  first 
they  were  told,  by  the  King's  advisers^ 
that  he  thought  tbev  knew  hina  tgo  wslk 
F  3 
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to  suppose,  that  their  interference  was  neces- 
sary ;  and,  in  the  latter  case,  they  were 
told,  that  he  should  leave  the  matter,  as 
he  safely  might,  to  the  wisdom  of  his  par- 
liament.  Now,  what  similarity  is  there 

between  these  cases  and  that  now  before 
us?  In  these  cases  the  King  spoke  to  a  body 
of  his  subjects  complaining  of  grievances, 
and  exercising  their  well-known  right  in 
making  that  complaint,  which,  too,  was  di- 
rected against  grievances  of  a  most  crying 

nature. -His  Royal  Highness  spoke  to  a 

body  who  came  to  tender  him  the  exercise 
of  authority,  and  in  which  exercise  he 
would,  in  reputation,  become  responsible. 
Besides,  they  came  to  tender  him  the  exer- 


cise of  authority,  to  which  he  was  Heir,  ,  sonment   at   pleasure,    claimed    by    that 


which,  some  day,  in  the  common  course 
of  nature,  must  fall  wholly  into  his  hands, 
and  which  he  was  bound  by  every  tie  that 
can  stimulate  the  mind,  to  preserve  unim- 
paired, unshaken  in  the  opinion  of  the 
people  ;  authority,  too,  held  in  trust  for  the 
people's  benefit,  and  only  in  that  view  sa- 
cred.—— Is  there  the  smallest  resemblance 
in  the  two  case*  ?  Is  there  any  thing,  in 
the  smallest  degree,  analagous?  In  the 
one  case,  the  advisers  of  the  King  tell  the 
City  of  London,  that  they  have  no  business  to 
inter/ere  in  the  things  oftvhich  they  complain 
as  sore  grievances ;  and,  in  the  other  case, 
the  Prince  tells  the  Parliament,not  that  they 
have  no  business  to  interfere,  but,  that  they 
h&yt  imposed  conditions  tipon  /jw/i  which  he 
does  now,  as  he  was  well  known  to  do  be- 
fore, disapprove  of. Away,  then,  goes 

this  flimsy,  this  miserable  sophistry,  and 
there  stands  the  pettifogging  quirker  ex- 
posed to  the  reader's  scorn. Applying 

this  quirker's  doctrine  to  the  House  oi 
Commons,  feow  will  it  suit  >  If  the  Priiice's 
,  answer,  which  merely  re-slated  opinions 
that  the  parliament  and  that  all  the  world 
well  knew  him  to  entertain;  if  his  answer, 
which  merely  told  the  parliament,  thai, 
th&y  imposed  improper  conditions  vpcn  him; 
if  this  wa^ungracious,  what  epithet  are  we 
to  bestow  upon  the  treatment  of  those 
humble  petitions,  in  which  the  people 
complaiiied  of  the  exercise  of  certain 
powers,  or  privileges,  by  that  House? 
That  House  exercised  the  power  of  taking  a 
man  up  and  sending  him  to  jail  during  their 
pleasure  for  an  ac-.  done  oqt  of  their  doors  ; 
for  a  poblication  made  by  him  ;  and,  they 
im-  risoned,  in  the  Tower,  one  of  their 
members,  during  their  pleasure  for  assert- 
ing, out  of  their  House,  in  terms  that  dis- 
pleased them,  that  they  had  no  right  to 
fgnd  the  people  to  jail  at  their  pleasure. 


for  acts  done  out  of  their  House.—' — 
Against  their  doing  this,  the  people  pre- 
sented  petitions  to  them ;  and,  what  was 
the  answer,  that  these  petitions  receiyed  ? 

The  question  is    not,  here,   whether 

they  were  right  or  wrong;  but,  both 
being  cases,  wherein  the  parties  answering 
were  tenacioiis  of  poiver,  1  only  beg  the 
reader  to  compare  the  answer  of  the 
Prince  to  the  Parliament  with  the  treat* 
ment  which  the  petitions  of  the  people 
met  with  from  the   House  of  Commons. 

1  remember,  and  so  must  the  reader, 

that,  during  the'  discussions  relating  to 
that  matter  in  the  House  of  Commons,  it 
was  contended,  that  the  power  of  impri- 


Honse,  was  a  power /or  the  good  of  the  peo' 
pie';  and  that  those  were  enemies  of  rerti 
liberty,  who  denied  that  the  House  had  th» 
right  to  take  any  man  who  offended  them, 
and  shut  him  up  in  jail,  during  their  plea- 
sure, without  any  trial,  and  without  any 
mode  of  redress.  The  reader  must  re- 
member this  well;  and  yet,  we  are  no\T 
told,  by  the  very  men,  who  contended  for 
that  power  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
that  the  Prince  of  Wales  has  behaved 
ungraciously  to  the  parliament,  because  h^ 
lias  expresicJ  his  disapprobation  of  a  mea* 
sure,  which  is  to  impose  upon  him  th« 
kingly  duties,  while  it  withholds  from  him 
a  part  of  the  kingly  powers;  powers  well 
known;  well  established  ;  and  constantly 
exercised  by  the  kings  of  England  ;  powers 
which  it  is  not  proposed  to  diminish;  not 
to  take  ^vfay  for  the  future ;  not  represented 
as  unnecessary  in  general;  represented  as 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  King;  but^ 
pov/ers  that  are  to  be  withheld  from  tht 
Prince.  And,  he  was  to  have  comrau* 
iiiicated  to  him  this  measure,  the  effect 
of  which  upon  his  reputation  was  so  evic 
dent,  and  was  to  say  not  a  word  itj, 
disapprobation  of  it,  upon  pain  of  in*' 
earring  the  censure  of  the  whole  of  thf 
MEAN,  MERCENARY  and  MALIG- 
NANT creAV. This  answer,    however, 

especially  as  to  the  part  blamed  by  these 
men,  will  not  fail  to  receive  the  hearty  ap» 
piause  of  the  country  at  large  ;  of,  indeed, 
every  man  in  the  country  (and  a  vast 
majority  are  so)  who  was  opposed  to  the 
limitations  upon  the  Royal  authority  in 
the  Prince's  hands.  The  friends  of  free- 
dom must,  for  consistency  sake,  approve 
of  this  answer,  in  this  respect;  because 
they  hold,  that,  according  to  the  Prince** 
foriner  declaration,  the  powers  and  pre- 
rogatives of  the  crown  are  Tested  ther» 
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us  a  trust  for  the  "  benefit  of  the  people ;" 
^ntl,  of  course,  any  suspension  of  them  ; 
any   division  of  them  ;  any  reservation  of 
tlieir  exercise  for  the  King,  when  he  shall 
recover  (be  it  for  a  day  or  a  year)  is  a 
violation  of  that  great  principle  ;  whence 
it  ensues  of  necessity,  that  the  friends  of 
freedom  must  approve  of  an  expression  of 
disapprobation  of  a  measure,  causing  such 
suspension,  division,  or  reservation  ;    and, 
the  Prince  of  Wales  may  be  assured,  that 
he  has,  from  the  feelings  of  the  people, 
•nothing  to  apprehend,  whatever  these  in- 
tolerant atid  malignant  men  may  endea- 
vour to  do  in  the  way  of  exciting,  even 
before    he    forms    a    ministry,    prejudices 
against  him,   endeavours  the  more  detest- 
able as  they  are  cloaked   under  the  garb 
of  attack/nent   to  his    Father,   than   which 
nothing  can  be   more  base  and   hateful. 
——1  wish  particularly  to  put  the  reader 
upon  his  guard   against  this  device,  whi-ch 
is  truly  diabolical.     The  object  is  to  make 
the  people  believe,  that  there  are  grounds 
of  suspicion  of  the  Prince,  and  that  he  will 
make  a  King  when  the  time  comes  very 
different  from  his  father  ;  nay,  and  further, 
that  we  ought  to  suspect  him  of  a  wish  to 
become    King    before   the  due   time.     And 
these  are  the  men,  who  rail  against  jacobins ! 
These  are  the  men,  who  apprehend  dan- 
gers from  a  conspiracy  against  the  House  of 
Brunswick.     Of  this   House  they  do   not 
appear  to  look  upon  the  Prince  as  making 
a  part.     They  are  men  of  strange  notions. 
In  short,  what  they  mean  by  the  House  of 
Brunswick  is    that    alone    by   the  means 
of  which  they  are  enabled,  without  labour 
and  without  talents,   to   get   a    good    fat 
living  for  themselves  and  an  equally  fat 
provision  for  their  familes.     This  is  what 
such   men  mean  by  the  House  of  Bruns- 
wick ;  and,  that  being  the  case,  it  is  quite 
natural  that  they  should  dread,  even  in  their 
.  dreams,  a  conspiracy  against  it.— The  mat- 
ter may,  however,  be  looked  upon  as  being 
;  thus  far  settled  ;  and   the   country,  after 
having  gone  on  without  a  King,  capable  of 
discharging  any  part  of  the  functions  of 
<  Toyalty,  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  year,  has, 
at  last,  a  prospect  of  seeing  the  ercercise  of 
those  functions  committed,  in  part  at  least, 
to  a  person    capable    of  performing  the 
task  I    Here  alone  is  food  for  some  hours  of 
serious  reflection  ;  and,  the  reader  will  do 
well  to  consider  a  little  what  may  be  the 
consequences  of  i\\\%  precedent.     Here  is  a 
precedent  for  the  nation  being  left  during 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  year  (it  will  be  more 
before  the  Regent  can  be  completely  in- 


stalled) with  a  King,  declared  to  be  in  a 
state  of  inci^acity  to  govern;  here  is  a  pre- 
cedent for  the  nation  being  left  in  that 
state,  fir  its  being  left  to  be  governed 
by  men,  appointed  to  their  offices  by 
that  same  King,  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 

year. Now,    suppose    His    Majesty 

should  be,  by  Physicians  chosen  by  ihesft 
same  ministers,  declared  to  be  reco- 
vered, to-morrow  ?  All  that  has  been 
done  respecting  the  Regency  falls  to  the 
ground  at  once.  Then  suppose,  that,  in 
a  week  afterwards,  his  Majesty  were 
to  have  a  relapse,  than  which  nothing 
could  be  more  likely,  seeing  what  a  load 
of  various  matter  it  would  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  press  upon  him,  and  what 
painful  reflections  must  crowd  into  his 
mind.  Suppose  this  relapse  to  take  place  ? 
What  then  }  Why  then  we  have,  ac- 
cording to  this  precedent,  another  quarter 
of  a  year  to  go  on  without  a  King  capable 
of  discharging  the  functions  of  the  kingly 
office;  and  thus,  with  shorter  or  longer 
intervals,  we  may,  upon  this  precedent, 
go  on  for  a  whole  year,  or,  for  years  to* 

gether. Then,  observe,  too,  that,  during 

the  intervals  of  recovery,  the  grants  of 
titles,  lands,  leases,  places  for  life  and  re- 
version, and  all  appointments  to  offices  of 
profit  and  power  would  be  made  ;  though, 
one  must  confess,  that  it  is  difficult  to  see, 
why  these  may  not  as  well  be  made  dur- 
ing the  King's  known  incapacity,  as  that 
money  should  be  drawn  from  the  Exche- 
quer,  troops  sent  abroad,   and  the   like, 

during  such  known  incapacity. Then, 

who  is  it  that  is  to  make  known  any  sor- 
rowful return  of  the  malady  ?  The  minis- 
ters .''  Those  men  who  have  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  King  during  his  intervals 
of  sanity  ?  These  very  men  who  have 
the  power  in  their  hands  }  Are  they  to 
be  relied  upon  for  punctually  and 
readily  making  known  the  moment 
when  the  King  shall  be  again  unfortu- 
nately incapable  of  discharging  the  func- 
tions of  royalty  ?- 1   do   not  say,   that 

they  would  be  the  last  men  upon  earth  to 
be  trusted  with  such  a  duty  ;  I  do  not 
say,  that  they  would  hide  the  fact  from 
the  public  to  the  last  possible  moment 
that  disguise  should  be  thought  practica- 
ble. I  do  not  say  what  would  be,  nor  do 
I  consider  it  at  all  as  a  personal  question; 
but,  I  ask  the  reader,  whether,  upon  the 
known  principles  and  rules  of  action 
amongst  men,  persons  so  situated  should  be 

the  depositories  of  such  a  trust .'' But, 

all  these  considerations  aside^  and  leaving 
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the  interests  cf  the  country  quite  out  of 
thequestion,  let  ns  consider  a  little  the 

situation  ol:   His  Majesty  himself. If 

any  one  of  us  were  to  find  ourselves  re- 
covered from  such  a  malady  ;  if  any  one 
of  ui5  w*ere  to  faid  ourselves  in  such  a  state, 
should  we  not  seek  retirement,  quiet,  tran- 
t^uillity  ;  should  we  not  rest  our  hope  of 
final  and  perfect  re-establishment  upon 
the  having  kept  from  us  all  those  things 
which  require  mental  exertion?  Naj-^,  is 
tiot  this  the  invariable  practice  of  the 
world  ?  Is  it  not  always  the  practice  of 
those,  who  are  the  real  friends  of  persons 
in  such  a  state,  to  resort  to  every  possible 
means  of  relieving  and  diverting  their 
minds ;  of  amusing  them  with  light  atid 
trivial  matter,  of  presenting  them  with  a 
variety  of  unimportant  objects;  and,  in 
'Short,  of  preventing   the   necessity   and 

even  the  chances  of  serious  ihinlcing. 

if  such  be  what  compassion  points  out, 
■ftnd  what  the  universal  practice' of  the 
world  has  stamped  with  its  authority,  can 
it  be  supposed  to  be  proper  to  leave  the 
•King  so  situated,  that,  in  the  verj''  hour  of 
his  recovery  he  must  necessarily  have 
pressed  upon  his  mind  a  multitude  of 
objects,  any  one  of  which  is  of  weight 
quite  sufficient  to  excite  trouble  in  the 
strongest  mind  ?  The  Recorder  of  Lon- 
tlon-  would  be  amongst  the  first  of  hh 
visitors,  to  present  him  with  a  long  list  of 
liis  unhappy  subje.cts,  condemned  to  an 
iganminious  death,  during  his  incapaci'y. 
Would  he  not  feet  upon  beholding  that 
list?  Would  the  sigiit  of  it,  or,  still 
more  the  hearing  of  ii  read,  give  no  trou- 
ble to  his  mind  ?  Would  he,  could  he, 
with  a  serene  mind,  decide  upon  the  fate 
of  so  many  persons  ?  Could  he,  in  a 
moment,  by  his  breath,  at  once  consign 
them  to  or  give  them  are  spite  from  eterni- 
ty without  feelings  that  must  deeply  affect 
his  mind  ?  To  suppose  it  pofsible  that  he 
could  is  to  pronounce  a  satire  upon  human 

Jiature But,    though   I   must  believe, 

that  this  would  be  his  most  dangerous 
trial,  must  he  not  very  sensibly  feel  for 
the  fate  of  the  campaign  in  Portugal  ? 
When  he  is  informed  how  things  stand 
there  ;  when  he  learns  the  real  situation 
-  of  his  own  army  compared  with  that  of 
the  enemy,  who,  as  he  had  been  before 
told,  hud  not  an  inch  of  ground  but  that 
which  his  army  stood  upon  ;  when  he  learns 
this,  will  there  arise  nothing  to  trouble 
his  mind? Sweden,  since  his  inca- 
pacity, has  been  added,  not  only  to  the 
long  list  of  the  powers  at  war  with  him. 


but  has  also  been  added  to  tlie  vassals 
of  France.  Will  this  give  him  no  trouble  ? 
Will  he  hear  of  this  without  any  danger  of 
producing  a  relapse  ?  Is  it  the  office  of  a 
friend  to  present  an  object  like  this  to  his 

[uind  ? Then,  at  home  is  there  nothing 

to   trouble  him  ?   Is  there  nothing  which 
would  be   likely    to   weigh  heavily   on  a 
mind  anxious  for  the  safety  of  the  country, 
on  the  fate  of  which  wholly  depends  that 
of  the  Crown  and  the  Royal  Family  ?  \% 
there  notliing  in  Ireland  to  awaken  new 
anxieties  ?  x\re  there  flowery  prospects  for 
his  advisers  to  present  to  him  in  that,  or  in 
any  other,  quarter  of  his  dominions,  or  in 
any  depcirtinent  of  his  government  ? 
I,  thereiore,  put  it  to  any  impartial  man, 
whether,  it^  in  addition  to  all  these  and 
many  other   most  serious   concerns,    the 
multitude  of  routine  business  be  added,  the 
incessant   attention    and   toil,  necessarily 
arising  from  this  long  suspension   of  the 
King's  capacity  for  business,  it  is  not  im- 
probable in  the  highest  degree,  that  a  re- 
lapse should  not  almost  instantly  succeed 
recovery  ;  and  whether  it  would   not  be 
cruelty  in  the  extreme  thus  to  expose  him 
to  such    manifest  danger;  the  danger  of 
being   repiunged   into  a   state,   the  most 
humiliating  to  human  nature;  and  the  bare 
apprehension  of  which  is  enough   to  pro- 
duce insanity.     I  put  this  to    the  serious 
and  impartial  consideration  of  the  reader  ; 
and,  I  am  quite  sure,  that,    if  he  do  seri- 
ously consider   the  matter,   he  will  agree 
with  me,  that  a  moment  ought  not  to  be 
lost  in  making  permanent  provision  against 
the  evils  of  which  we  now  feel  the  effects. 
— —It  appears  to  me,  that  provision  should 
be  made,  which  may  prevent  the  necessity 
of  the   King's  being  compelled  to  attend 
to  business  tor  some  iveeks,  at  least,  afta'  he 
shall  have  been  declared  to  have  recovered 
the  perfect  possession  of  his  reason.     Some 
months  would  be  better;   but,  some  consi- 
derable space  of  time  appears  to  me  to  be 
absolutely  necessary,   in  order    to  afiibrd 
the  best  chance  of  his  final  reestahlish- 
ment ;  and,  at  the  same  time,   to  guard 
the   interests  of  the  country  against  the 
dangers  above  pointed  out.     Something  of 
this  sort  does,   indeed,  seem  to  be  in  the 
contemplation  of  some  members  of  parlia- 
ment ;  but,  it  is  a  matter  that  admits  not 
of  delay ;  it  is  not  less  pressing  than  the 
measure  of  the    Regency   itself;  for,  as 
was  before  shown,  that  measure,  without 
some   such   provision,   may  be  rendered 
nugatory  in  an  hour,  either  before  or  after 
its  consummation. Let  us  now  turn  to 
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•Ihcr  matters  connected  wHh  the  Regency. 
Y" — The  limitations  miay  yet  be  flone 
awray  in  the  two  Houses,  during  the  di'3- 
ciissions  of  the  intended  bill ;  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  that  they  will  be  done  away; 
but,  at  any  fate,  it  is  time  for  us  now  to 
begin  to  think  a  little  of  the  situation  of 
ihe  country,  and  to  form  to  ouFselves  some- 
thing like  settled  notions  as  to  what  a  new 
ininistTy  ought  to  do  and  what  the  people 
are  justified  in  expecting  at  their  hands.— — 
As  to  7nen,  though  it  will  be  impossible  to 
prerent  the  people  from  liking  some  bet- 
ter than  others,  and  quite  impossible  to  re- 
concile them  to  the  eulogisers  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
whose  measures  must  be  considered  as  in- 
cluded in  the  eulogy  ;  as  to  ?nen,  however, 
the,  people  are  little  interested.  It  is  the 
measures  they  look  at,  because  they  fed 
them  ;  and,  it  is  not  now  mere  measures  of 
■what  is  called /)o/icj/,  but  measures  that  af- 
fect us  so  closely,  that  we  cannot  divest  our- 
selves of  the  thought  of  them.  Their  effect 
comes  home  to  the  pocket  of  every  man  of 
us ;  we  feel  it  in  our  incomes,  in  our 
means  of  living,  in  the  distribution  of  our 
earnings  amongst  our  children,  in  our 
means  of  making  a  figure  in  the  world,  in 
the  looks  of  our  poor  neighbour,,  who,  if 
they  have  not  a  legal,  have  an  equitable,  or, 
at  least,  a  natural  claim  to  partake  with  us. 
That  creature  is  unworthy  of  the  name  of 
mu7i,  who  can  enjoy  his  dinner  and  his 
bottle,  while  he  has,  almost  before  his 
eyes,  a  neighbourhood  half  starving.  Their 
vices!  Good  God  !  what  have  ihey  to 
make  them  virtuous!  Hunger,  cold,  and 
nakedness  never  yet  made  men  abstain 
from  crimes ;  never  made  them  industrious, 

honest,  or  sober. To  a  man,  who  feels 

as  be  ought  to  feel,  this  general  misa~y  is 
th'fe  greatest  grievance  ;  and,  to  such  a 
iadji\  it  is  perfectly  useless  to  talk;  it  is 
perfectly  useless  to  philosophize  ;  he 
never  will  be  contented,  'till  he  sees  this 
enormous  grievance  redressed.  He  knows, 
that  it  was  not  thus  formerly  ;  he  knows 
well,  fi)rhis  parish ^ooks  will  ttll  it  him,  that, 
before  the  Pitt  system  began  its  dire  ope- 
ration, the  people  of  England  were  com- 

parativelj'  happy. Twa  precise  measures, 

which  ought  now  to  be  adopted,  and  even 
a  general  view  of  them,  1  have  not  now 
tinflie  for;  but,  I  cannot  commit  this  Num- 
ber to  the  press  without  again  urging  the 
necessity  of  doing  something  for  Ireland. 

We  know,    that   we    have    recently 

been  told,  that  a  regular  army  is  necessary 
to  keep  Aoviw  French  factions  in  Ireland. 
How  came  there  to  be  French  factions  in 
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Ireland  ?  What  should  make  the  Irish 
prone  to   French  factions,  any  more  than 

any  body  else  ? In  1785  and  the  three 

or  four  succeeding  years,  we  heard  of 
French  factions  iVi  Holland.  The  history 
of  the  conquest  of  Holland  is  before  us; 
and,  will  not  his  Royal  Highness  and  his 

ministry  profit  from    that    history.'' 

What  caused  French  factions  in  Hol- 
land }  Why,  the  refusal  of  the  government 
to  redress  the  grievances  of  the  people  ;  and, 
at  last,  when  the  war  of  words  had  been 
caniedjon  as  long  as  possible  the  war  of  arms 
succeeded.  This  is  the  natural  progress. 
It  is  thus  that  nations  are  laid  open  to  in- 
vaders ;  and  thus  that  they  finally  become 

conquered. To   adopt  such   measures, 

therefore,  as  shall  make  Ireland  quiet,  and 
enlist  her   under  the  same  banners  with 

ourselves     is    absolutely    necessary 

But  if  this  can  be  done  without  a  reforn* 
of  the  ftftu^e  of  Commons,  which  I  greatly 
doubt,  stTll  that  reform  will  be  wanting  to 
the  happiness  and  even  the  defence  of  thu 
kingdom. Major  Cartwright  has  di- 
gested the  best  plan  of  internal  defence 
that  I  have  ever  seen,  or  heard  of;  but 
that  plan  is  interwoven  with  a  reform  of 
the  Commons'  House  of  Parliament,  without 
which,  indeed,  it  is  now  too  late  to  ex- 
pect, that  we  shall  ever  again  see  an  hour 

of  safety  in  peace  or  in  war. We  have 

had  rxpeditions  enough  now  ;  we  have  sent 
out  armies  enough  to  divertthe,  French,  and 
pre  ty  diversions  we  have  made.  Each  of 
thein  has  cost  some  country  its  indepen- 
dence. It  is  high  time  for  us  to  consider 
how  this  land,  how  these  islands,  are  to  be  de- 
fended. And,  does  any  man  think  that  they 
are  to  be  defended  by  a  divided  people  ? 
If  he  does  he  must  have  shut  his  e}^es 
to  the  cause  of  the  fall  of  every  nation 
upon  the  continent ;  and,  te  expect  to 
see  an  united  people  without  a  reform  in 
parliament,  is,  in  my  view  of  things,  some- 
thing worse  than  madness. If  it  he  sup- 
posed, that  the  thinj;  will  jog  on  and  last 
our  time,  the  notion,  to  say  nothinf^  of  its 
baseness,  is  excessively  absurd.  It  will 
not  jog  on;  it  must  and  it  will  have  a 
change  of  one  sort  or  an  other.  A  changti 
made  may  be  as  gentle  and  easy  as  you 
please  ;  but,  if  it  make  itself,  its  manner  and 
extent  must  be  left  to  chance.  A  chango 
made  may  be  under  the  guidance  of  reason; 
if  it  make  itself,  it  must  be  und«r  the  wild 
guidance  of  passion.-^ — The  cry  of  thoso 
who  (appose  reform,  is,  that  it  is  not  want- 
ed by  ihe  people  at  large.  Never  was  any- 
thing mora  false  thaa  this.    AH  the  asi- 
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tion,  except  those  who  are  self-interested 
in  the  continuation  of  abuses  of  all  sorts, 
anxiousl}'^  wish  for  it.  All  men,  who  have 
no  such  interest  wish  for  a  reform  of  the 
Parliament,  as  the  only  means  of  putting 
an  end  to  abuses.  They  necessarily  must 
wish  for  it.  They  must  be  the  most  unna- 
tural wretches  upon  earth  if  they  had  not 
wch  wish  ;  and,  their  expectations  are 
iww  greater  than  ever. 

.  Paper  against  Gold. My  corres- 
pondents in  the  country  will  please  to 
perceive,  that  it  would  be  inconvenient  to 
continue  this  subject,  iill  that  of  the  Re- 
gency is  over. Bur,  thej^  may  be  well 

assured,  that  I  have  the  former  tou  deeplj' 
at  heart  ever  to  drop  it,  till  I  have  made 
the  treatise  as  complete  as  it  is  in  my 
power  to  make  it. — ■• — I  long  h^d  it  in  con- 
templation to  make  the  Paper-Money  Sys- 
tem familiar  to  the  underst-indings  of  the 
nation  at  large ;  but,  until  I  was  put  into 
this  Jail,  1  wanted  the  time  to  do  the  thiiig 
to  my  wish.  Mow,  nothing  but  want  of 
health  or  senses  shall  ever  make  me  ([uit 
it,  till  it  be  made  so  plai  •,  that  children  at 
scho'O,  and  even  Doctors  at  the  University, 
naj ,  thit  the  Piit  statesmen  tht-niselves, 
shall  understand  it  as  well  as  they  under- 
stand how  to  calcula'e  the  anjount  of  their 

(salaries. Wtien  "his  tas,k  is  completed, 

my  inention  is  to  unmask  and  lay  bare  to 
every  eye,  ttial  GRAND  MYSTERY,  the 
Concerns  ot  the  East  India  Company ;  and, 
when  that  is  well  done,  the  people  of  Eng- 
land wiH  want  very  little  additional  infor- 
mation to  enable  them  to  form  a  correct 
judgment  of  the  prospect  before  them,  and 
«f  the  means  which  have  been  made  use  of 
to  bring  tbem  into  their  present  situation. 

W".COBBETT, 

State  Prison,  Newgate, 
Tuesdiu/,  1 5th  Jan.  1811. 
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COBBETT'S 
Parliamentary  Debates: 

The  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth,  and  Seven- 
teenth Volumes,  comprising  the  whole  of 
jthe  Debates  and  Proceedings  in  both 
HotJfies,  during  the  Last  Session  of  Parlia-- 
W^mt»  are  now  ready  £t?r  delivery. 


France. — -Report  of  a  Committee  in  the  Con- 
servative Senate  upon  the  subject  of  the 
annexation  of  Holland  and  the  Hans 
1  'owns  to  France.— 1 3  th  Dec.  1810. 

(Concluded  from  p.  96.) 

But  such  is  the  empire  of  habits  and  of 
self-love  over  nations  as  well  as  indivi- 
duals; the  changes  which  strike  their  eye 
in  all  that  surrounds  them,  in  vain  remind 
them  of  their  own  decline;  they  both  repel 
the  secret  conviction  which  pursues  them. 
A  blind  sentimentaverts  their  eyes  from  the' 
lessons  of  experience,  and  they  make  their 
close  moi'e  fatal  hy  their  efforts  to  ward  it 
cfi; — Our  colours  were  floating  over  the 
whole  Batavian  territory  ;  the  partisans  of 
England  fled  in  the  ships  which  they 
basely  jold  to  the  enemy.  Its  incorpora- 
tion with  France,  the  association  of  the 
Batavians  with  their  b'others  in  Belgium, 
ought  to  have  been  the  first  of  their 
wishes,  the  most  pressing  of  their  wants. 
—  The  public  debt,  which  had  not  then 
received  that  immense  increase  to  wliich 
it  latterly  arrived,  might  h  ive  been  en- 
tirely saved  from  shipwreck  ;  vast  com- 
munication-; of  commerce  might  h^ve 
been  opened  with  France;  enormous 
charges  vv-uld  not,  for  15  years,  have 
weighed  down  these  interesting  countries; 
and  for  whu  i  to  obtain  the  barren  honour 
of  a  Government  pretendt-dly  national,  as 
if  a  nation  could  exist  where  there  was 
neither  independence,  nor  army,  nor  ter- 
ritory  susceptible    of  defence. 1  hose 

times  are  passed,  when  the  conceptions  of 
some  statesmen  gave  authority,  in  the 
public  opinion,  to  the  system  of  balances, 
of  guarantees,  of  counterpoise,  of  political 
equilibrium.  Pompous  illusions  of  cabi- 
nets of  the  second  order  !  visions  of  imbe- 
cilit}' !  which  all  disappear  before  neces- 
sity, that  power  which  regulates  the  dura- 
tion and  the  mutual  relations  of  empires. 
.=— Would  not  the  successive  Governments 
of  Holland  in  a  thousand  instances,  have 
been  subservient  to  internal  agitations,  to 
the  eftorts  of  England,  had  not  the  force 
of  the  French  empire  been  constantly 
acting  upon  them  to  maintain  and  to  de- 
fend them  ? —  And  when  England  af- 
fronted France  by  supposing  that  this 
force  was  absent,  because  the  Emperor 
was  meditating  victory  and  peace  on  the 
banks  of  the  Danube;  was  it  Holland  that 
could  have  repelled  the  fleet,  and  the 
British  legions  assembled  to  recoinmeacft 
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the  oppression,  and  disgrace  of  the  Helder? 
— Certainly  not;  truths  so  manifest  re- 
quire neither  proof  nor  example.  Hol- 
land, like  the  Hans  Towns,  would  remain 
the  prey  of  uncertainty,  of  dangers,  of  re- 
volutions, of  oppressions  of  every  kind,  if 
the  genius  v»rho  decides  the  destinies  of 
Europe  did  not  cover  her  with  his  invinci- 
We  egis.  The  Emperor  has  resolved  in 
his  wisdom,  to  incorporate  them  with  the 
immense  family  of  which  he  is  the  head. 
—In  adopting  this  grand  resolution,  per- 
haps he  himself  obeys,  more  than  he 
is  aware  of,  the  law  of  necessity. —  If 
he  commands  the  glory  of  times  present, 
the  events  which  preceded  his  coming 
command  those  of  his  reign — that  uninter- 
rupted succession  of  causes  and  elTects, 
which  form  the  history  of  nations  and  the 
destiny  of  their  chiefs.  That  of  the  Napo- 
leons was  to  reign  and  to  conquer ;  victory 
belongs  to  him,  war  to  his  age. — Among 
the  wars  recorded  in  our  history,  there  is 
not  one  during  which  the  jealous  rivalry 
of  England  has  not  been  the  direct  cause 
of  our  troubles,  our  misfortunes,  our  dan- 
gers— -of  our  energy,  our  combats,  our 
conquests. — In  the  feudal  times,  England 
divided  our  princes,  kept  our  vassals  in 
pay,  ravaged  our  fields  ;  she  foresaw  that 
the  throne  of  their  Sovereigns  would  one 
day  be  the  first  in  the  Universe:  driven 
back  to  her  islands,  she  every  where  sought 
for  avengers  of  her  quarrt-l ;  Germaii\\ 
Italy,  the  Spains,  number  but  few  ciiies 
where  combats  have  not  been  maintained 
during^  300  years  for  the  cause  of  England. 
— To  hear  her,  our  kings  made  preten- 
sions to  universal  monarchy  after  the  siege 
of  Rochelle,  the  works  of  Toulon  and  the 
surrender  of  Courtray.  The  most  pusillar 
nimous  reigns  could  not  impose  silence  on 
her  accysations,  nor  lull  asleep  her  hatred. 
In  her  eyes  the  French  people  were  al- 
ways the  same  ;  they  only  wanted  cir- 
cumstances and  a  chief,  to  resume  the 
name  of  Great. — A  total  subversion  was 
necessary  to  the  project  of  England  ;  slie 
wished  for  a  bloody  revolution,  because 
her  own  had  been  cruel,  and  because, 
amidst  our  discords,  it  struck  at,  wiih  the 
same  sword,  both  our  industry  and  our  in- 
stitutions ;  both  the  conquerors  and  the  con- 
quered ;  both  the  people  and  the  dynasty. 
All  Europe  was  summoned  to  this  work  of 
destruction  :  every  where  repulsed — every 
where  threatened — trembling  for  herself — 
she  stopped  short  in  presence  of  the  con- 
flagration lighted  up  by  the  fire-brands  of 
i^e  British  Cabinet.    At  last,  after  ten 
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years  of  a  struggle  glorious  for  France^ 


the  most  extraordinary  genius  ever  formed 
by  nature  in  her  magnificence,  collects  in 
his  triumphant  hands  the  scattered  frag- 
ments of  the  sceptre  of  Charlemagne.— 
The  injuries  of  France  are  avenged  ;  fron- 
tiers compacted  by  moderation  and  traced 
out  by  nature,  are  the  trophies  raised  to 
the  happiness  of  her  people,  to  the  tran- 
quillity of  Europe. — The  Emperor  pro* 
poses  peace.  Vain  hope  of  a  great  soul  ! 
Thrice  the  cry  of  alarm  was  raised  on  all 
sides — thrice  one  victory  led  only  to 
others  ;  and  peace,  always  offered,  alwayg 
demanded,  and  as  it  were  pursued,  retired 
before  our  eagles  to  the  extremities  of 
Europe. — In  those  shocks  of  uhich  human 
prudence  cannot  moderate  the  effects,  em- 
pires of  the  first  rank  are  overthrown  from 
their  foundations  :  small  states  disappear  : 
we  have  seen  the  g<-thic  supports  of  the 
European  edifice  tumble  down  of  them- 
selves wiihoutthe  possibility  of  ih- ir  be- 
ing rebuilt  on  the  same  plan  ;  rnd  iiad  not 
the  genias  of  order  advanced  with  a  step 
equal  to  that  of  armies,  it  would  W)  longer 
have  been  war,  but  anarchy  and  death 
A'hichtiie  18th  century  had  bequeathed  to 
its  successors. — Dot's  the  conqueror  per- 
ceive from  the  heighi  of  his  cur,  nations 
united  by  ancient  liabi's;  he  setiis  out 
faithful  priiices,  he  creates  for  them  com- 
mon interests,  he  emnisis  to  ihem  the  des- 
tinies of  those  regenerated  sutes  of  which 
he  has  declared  himself  the  pmlector— . 
But  where  ail  forms  of  Goveviunent  have 
been  tried  in  vain  ;  where  the  aggrega- 
tions are  too  small,  or  destitute  ot  suffici- 
tni  principles  of  adhesion  to  form  masses, 
where  localities  would  infallil)ly  subject 
men  and  tnings  to  the  direct  action  of 
avarice,  of  the  attacks  or  intrigues  of  the 
eternal  enemies  of  Frunce  ;  there  the  in- 
terest of  the  empire  commands  the  union 
to  the  victorious  nation  of  those  portions  of 
its  conquests,  to  prevent  their  inevitable 
dissolution. — And  in  the  deliberation  in 
which  you  are  occupied,  the  question 
should  be  put  thus:  Holland  and  the 
Hanse  Towns  being  incapable  of  existing 
by  themselves,  ought  they  to  belong  to 
England  or  to  France  ? — We  shall  search 
in  vain  for  a  third  alternative. — That  in- 
heritance of  rivalry,  always  increasing  by 
the  importance  of  the  interests,  as  well  as 
by  that  of  the  masses;  our  generation. 
Senators,  has  succeeded  to,  without  being 
able  to  reject  a  single  portion  of  it.— It  it 
no  longer  two  armies  who  combat  on  the 
plains  of  Fontenoy ;  it  is  the  empire  of  the 
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seas  which  still  resists  that  of  the  Conti- 
nent ;  a  memorable,  a  terrible  struggle, 
and  of  which  the  catastrophe,  perhaps, 
not  far  distant,  will  long  occupy  tlie 
attention  of  .  future  generations.^ — Let 
us  listen  to  the  political  writers  of  Eng- 
land ;  their  alarms  coiifirm  this  truth, 
still  less,  however,  than  the  desperate 
measures  of  its  government:  if  it  were 
not  led  on  by  the  imminence  of  its  dan- 
ger, would  it  have  daied,  in  the  presence 
of  civilized  Europe,  to  tear  the  compact 
of  honour  and  of  eternal  justice  which 
connected  neutral  Powers  with  the  Bel- 
ligerents ?  One  would  believe,  in  reading 
the  acts  of  the  English  Ministry,  that  the 
law  of  nations  exists  no  longer  ;  and  who, 
then,  has  substituted  fur  its  immutable 
principles  the  excesses  and  the  violence 
of  barbarism  r  England. — So  eariy  as 
1730,  her  first  attea^pts  upon  the  impre- 
scriptal)le  rights  of  nations  campelled 
Sweden  and  Denmark  to  defend  them  by 
the  development  of  an  armed  neu'.rality. 
Some  years  later,  the  28th  Febru  .ry, 
1780,  England  pushing  her  endeavours 
fitill  farther,  Rusiiia  saw  no  safety  for  the 
iionour  of  nations  and  that  of  Sovereigns 
but  in  a  public  exposition  of  the  maxims 
acknowledged  by  all  civilised  people  ; 
she  proclaimed  the  conditions  on  which 
her  neutrality  was  to  depend  : — '  That 
neural  ships  should  navigate  fretdy,  from 
port  to  port,  and  on  the  coasts  of  nations 
at  war. — That  property  belonging  to  the 
subjects  of  powers  at  war,  should  be  free 
on  board  neutral  ships,  with  the  exception 
of  contraban  i. — '  Tliat  to  determine  what 
characterises  a  blockaded  port,  that  desig- 
nation should  only  be  given  to  such  into 
which  thi-re  was  an  evident  danger  of  en- 
tering, in  consequence  of  the  ships  of  the 
attacking  power  being  stationary  and  suffi- 
ciently near.' — Such  were  literally  the 
declarations  in  which  ttie  Cabinet  of  St, 
Petersliurgh  laid  down  the  rights  of  all 
Sovereigns. — England  replied  by  throw- 
ing oft'  the  mask  ;  and  signified  to  the 
States  of  Holland,  that  the  flag  does  not 
cover,  the  property.— From  that  period 
she  thought  herself  able,  without  danger 
as  without  obstacle,  to  giye  full  swing  to 
her  usurpations. — It  was  necessary  to 
wait  for  a  period  vvhen  powerful  reprisals 
would  compel  her  to  return  to  justice. — 
That  day  is  arrived;  the  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan  are  the  reply  to  her 
Orders  in  Council.  The  British  Cabi- 
net has,  so  to  .speak,  dictated  them  to 
Erance.— Europe   receives  them  for  her 


code  ;  and  that  code  shall  be  the  palla^j 
diuBi  of  the  seas. — Let  England  abjufdi' 
her  madness ;  let  her  reinstate  neutrali' 
in  thfcir  rights  :  ju.^tice  has  never  cease^' 
to  demand  this  of  her.  If  she  had  riolt 
rejected  the  counsels  and  the  oflers  of; 
moderation,  what  dreadful  consequences 
might  she  not  have  avoided  !  And  to  con- 
fine ourselves  to  the  subject  of  our  present 
deliberation,  she  would  not  have  forced 
Fi  ance  to  enrich  herself  by  the  ports  and 
the  arsenals  of  Holland ;  the  Ems  the 
WesGr,and  the  Elbe^  would  not  have  flowed 
under  our  dominion  ;  and  we  should  not 
have  seen  the  fust  country  of  then^Gai'ttl* 
washed  by  rivers  united  by  an  interiizS'^iia^: 
vigation  to  seas  which  were  unknown  to 
thera. — Where  still  are  the  boundaries  of 
poslbility  ?  Let  England  answer  it.  Let 
her  meditate  on  the  past,  let  her  learn 
the  future.  France  and  Napoleon  vt'lll 
never  chance. — Your  Committee  unani- 
mously propose  that  the  Scnatus  Consul' 
turn  be  aaopited." 


England. — The  Regency. Answers  of 

the  Frince  of  Wales  and  the  2ueen  to  the 
Deputations  from  the  Houses  of  Lords  and 
Commons,  presenting  to  them  their  Resolu- 

tions,  relative  to  the  Regency, Friday, 

Wth  January,  181!. 

At  two  o'clock  precisely,  the  deputa- 
tion from  the  two  Houses  went  up  to  Carl- 
ton House  to  present  to  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Resolutions  to  which  the  two 
Houses,  after  long  discussion,  had  agreed. ' 
The  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  all  in  full  dress, 
were  ushered  through  the  superb  suite  of 
rooms  to  the  Drawing  Room,  where  his 
Royal  Highness  stood.  His  Chancellor, 
Williain  Adam,  esq.  and  earl  Moira  on  his 
righi  hand  ;  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  and 
Mr.  Sheridan  on  his  left;  behind  him  four 
Ollicers  of  his  Household,  Mr.  Tyrwhitt, 
Colonel  Macmahou,  Colonel  Bloomfield, 
and  General  Turner.  The  deputation  ad- 
vanced according  to  their  order  of  prece- 
dency. The  Lord  President,  the  Lord 
Privy  Seal,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, Mr.  Secretary  Ryder,  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Controul,  and  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls;  and  they  made  the  usual  re- 
verences,— -The  Lord  President  then  read 
from  a  paper  in  his  hand  :  That  they  were 
a  Committee  appointed  to  attend  his  Royal 
Highness  with  the  Resolutions  which  had 
been  agreed  to  by  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons, for  the  purpose  of  supplying  th« 
defect  of  the  personal    exercise  of  xh» 
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Royal  Authority,  during  his  Majesty's  ill- 
ness, by  empowering  his  Royal  Highness 
to  exercise  that  authority  in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majestj^  subject 
to  such  limitations  and  restrictions  as  shall 
be  provided. — And  that  they  were  direct- 
ed to  express  the  hope  which  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal  and  Conmions,  en- 
tertain, that  his  Royal  Highness,  from  his 
regard  to  the  interests  of  his  Majesty,  will 
be  ready  to  undertake  the  weighty  and 
important  trust  proposed  to  be  invested  in 
his  Royal  Highness,  as  soon  as  an  Act  of 
Parliament  shall  have  been  passed  for  car- 
rying the  said  Resolutions  irito  effect. — The 
Lord  President  then  read  and  delivered  to 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Resolutions,  which 
are  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  tor  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding for  the  exercise  of  the  Royal  Au- 
thority during  the  continuance  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's illness,  in  such  matmer,  and  to  such 
extent,  as  the  present  circumstances  and 
the  urgent  concerns  of  the  Nation  appear 
to  require,  it  is  expedient,  that  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  being  resi- 
dent within  tiie  realm,  shall  be  empowered 
to  exercise  and  administer  the  Royal  Au- 
thority, according  40  the  Laws  and  Consti- 
tution of  Great  Britain,  in  the  name,  and 
on  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  and  under  the 
style  and  title  of  Regent  of  the  United 
Kingdom  ;  and  to  use,  execute,  and  per- 
form, in  the  name,  and  on  behalf  of  bis 
Majesty,  all  Authorities,  Prerogatives, 
Acts  of  Government,  and  Administration 
of  the  same,  that  belong  to  the  King  of 
this  Realrn  to  use,  execute,  and  perform 
according  to  the  Law  thereof,  suliject  to 
such  limitations  and  exceptions  as  shall 
be  provided. — Resolved,  That  the  power 
so  to  be  given  to  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  of  Wales  shall  not  extend  to  the 
granting  of  any  rank  or  dignity  of  the 
Peerage  of  the  Realm  to  any  person  what- 
ever.— Resol^'ed,  That  the  said  power 
shall  not  extend  to  the  granting  of  any 
office  whatever  in  reversion,  or  to  the 
granting  of  any  office,  salary,  or  pension, 
for  other  term  than  during  liis  Majesty's 
pleasure,  except  such  offices  as  are  by  law 
required  to  be  granted  for  life,  or  during 
good  behaviour. — Resolved,  That  the 
said  power  shall  not  extend  to  the  grant- 
ing of  any  part  of  his  Majesty's  real  or 
personal  estate,  except  as  far  as  relates  to 
the  renewal  of  leases. — Resolved.  That 
jthe  care  of  his  Majesty's  Royal  Person, 
^4uring  the  continuance  of  his  Majesty's 
^filness,  shall  be  committed  to  the  Queen's 


most  Excellent  Majesty,  together  wkh  th* 
sole  direction  of  such  portion  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Household  as  shall  be  thought  re- 
quisite for  the  care  of  his  person,  and  that, 
for  the  better  enabling  her  Majesty  to  dis- 
charge  this  important  task,  it  is  also  expe- 
dient, that  a  Council  shall  be  appointed  to 
advise  and  assist  her  Majesty  in  the  several 
matters  aforesaid ;  and  with  power,  from 
time  to  time,  as  they  may  see  cause,  to 
examine,  upon  oath,  the  Phj'sicians  and 
others  attending  his  Majesty's  person, 
touching  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  health;, 
and  all  matters  relative  thereto. 

To  which  Address  his  Royal  Highness 
returned  the  following  most  gracious  An- 
swer. 

The  Answer  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
of  iVales. 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, — I  receive 
the  communication  which  the  two  Houseg 
have  directed  you  to  make  to  me,  of  their 
joint  Resolutions,  on  the  subject  of  pro- 
viding for  '  the  exercise  of  the  Royal  Au- 
thority, during  his  Majesty's  illness,'  with 
those  sentiments  of  regard  which  I  must 
ever  entertain  for  the  united  desires  of  the 
two  Houses. — With  the  same  sentiments  I 
receive  the  expressed,  •  hopes  of  the  Lords 
and  Commons,  that  from  my  regard  for 
the  interest  of  his  Majesty  and  the  nation, 
I  should  be  ready  to  undertake  the  weighty 
and  important  trust  proposed  to  be  in- 
vested in  me,'  under  the  Restrictions  and 
limitations  stated  in  those  Resolutions. — • 
Conscious  that  every  feeling  of  my  heart 
would  have  prompted  int ,  from  dutiful  af- 
fection to  my  beloved  Father  and  Sove- 
reign, to  have  shewn  all  the  reverential 
delicacy  towards  him  inculcatf^d  in  those 
Resolutions,  I  cannot  retrain  from  express- 
ing my  regret,  that  I  should  not  have  been 
allowed  the  opportunity  of  manifesting  to 
his  afflicted  and  loval  su'ijects  that  such 
would  have  been  my  conduct. — Deeply, 
impressed,  however,  with  the  necessity  of 
tranquillizing  the  public  mind,  and  deter- 
mined to  submit  to  every  per.^ona!  sacri- 
fice consistent  with  the  regard  I  ov.-e  to 
the  security  of  my  Father's  Crown  and 
the  equal  regard  I  owe  to  the  welfare  of 
his  people,  1  do  not  hesitate  to  accept  the 
office  and  situation  proposed  to  me,  re- 
stricted as  they  are,  still  retaining  every 
opinion  expressed  by  me  upon  a  former 
and  similar  distressing  occasion. — In  un- 
dertaking the  trust  proposed  to  me,  I  am 
well  aware  of  the  difficulties  of  the  situa- 
tion in  which  I  shall  be  placed  i  bnt  T 
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shall  rely  with  confidence  upon  the  Con- 
stitutional advice  of  an  enlightened  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  zealous  support  of  a  gener- 
ous and  loyal  People.  I  will  use  all  the 
means  left  to  me  to  merit  both. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen. — You  will 
communicate  this  my  answer  to  the  two 
Houses,  accompanied  by  my  most  fervent 
wishes  and  prayers,  that  the  Divine  Will 
may  extricate  us  and  the  nation  from  the 
grievous  embarrassments  of  our  present 
condition  by  the  speedy  restoration  of  his 
Majesty's  health. 


In  like  manner  the  Deputation  appointed 
\o  W''ait  on  the  Q.ueen,  viz.  Earl  Harcourt, 
lEafi  of  Moreton,  Lord  Viscount  Palmer- 
ston.  Lord  Vis.  Ciiye,  Lord  John  Thynne, 
and  Colonel  Desljro^v.  proceeded  to  Wind- 
sor, and  being  admitted  to  her  Majesty's 
presence,  they  presented  the  humble  Ad- 
dress of  the  two  Houses,  expressing  the 
hope  which  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
>  poral,  and  -Commons  entertain,  that  her 
Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  un- 
dertake the  important  duties  proposed  to 
be  ir^vested  in  her  Majesty,  as  soon  as  an 
Act  of  Parliament  shall  have  been  passed, 
for  carrying  the  said  Resolution  into  ef- 
fect.— Lord  Harcourt  read  the  Fifth  Re- 
Solution;  upon  which  her  Majesty  was 
pleased  to  return  the  following  most  graci- 
ous Answer : 

Answer  of  the  Queen. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen.— That  sense 
'  <>f  duty  and  gratitude  to  the  King,  and  of 
obligation  to  this  country,  which  induced 
me  in  the  year  1789  leadily  to  promise 
my  most  earnest  attention  to  the  anxious 
and  moinentous  trust  at  that  time  intended 
to  be  reposetl  in  me'  by  Parliament,  is 
strengthened,  if  possible,  by  tlie  uninter- 
rupted enjoyment  of  those  blessings  which 
I  have  continued  to  experience  under  the 
protection  of  his  Majesty  since  that  pe- 
riod :  and  I  should  be  wanting  to  all  my 
duties  if  I  hesitated  to  accept  the  sacred 
trust  which  is  now  offered  to  me. — ^The  as- 
sistance in  point  of  council  and  advice, 
■which  the  wisdom  of  Parliament  proposes 
to  provide  forme  will  make  me  undertake 
the  charge  with  greater  hopes  that  I  may 
be  able  satisfactorily  to  fulfil  the  important 
duties  which  it  must  impose  upon  me. — 
Of  the  nature  and  importance  of  that 
charge,  I  cannot  but  be  duly  sensible,  in- 
volving, as  it  does,  every  thing  which  is 
Valuable  to  myself,  as  well  as  the  highest 
interests  of  a  people  endeared  to  nae  by  so 


many  ties  and  considerations,  btit  by  no- 
thing so  strongly  as  by  their  steady,  loyal, 
and  affectionate  attachment  to  the  best  of 
Kings. 

The  Deputation  then  withdrew. 


France. — Report  cf  the  Minister  of  War 
laid  before  the  Senate,  Dec.  9,  1810- 

SiRE. — According  to  the  laws  of  our 
military  organization,  the  conscription 
should  be  raised  on  the  1st  of  January 
JSil.  I  therefore  submit  to  your  Ma- 
jesty the  projet  of  a  Senatus  Consultum. 
— I  have  not  distinguished  the  conscrip- 
tion of  this  yetr  into  active  and  reserve 
contingents,  because  it  appeared  to  me, 
that  the  intention  of  your  Majesty  was 
only  to  make  levies  progressively,  and  in 
the  course  of  the  year. — In  proportion  aa 
the  new  conscripts  arrive  under  their  co- 
lours, an  equal  number  of  old  soldiers 
must  be  sent  back  to  their  homes.  A 
great  many  have  already  re-entered  them, 
and  your  Majesty  will  take  into  your  con- 
sideration the  circumstances  of  the  war  in 
Spain  and  Portugal,  in  order  to  authorise 
me  to  grant  more  or  less  definitive  dis- 
charges.— The  conscription  is  the  basis  of 
the  prosperity  of  France;  it  is  that  which, 
for  so  many  years,  has  removed  far  from 
oui"  territory  the  scourges  of  war. — When 
your  Msjesty  shall  have  concluded  a  ma- 
ritime peace,  and  shall  be  able  to  disband 
your  armies,  it  will  be  equally  necessary 
to  'raise,  every  year,  a  part  of  the  con- 
scription, for  the  purpose  of  maintainin;g 
the  forces  of  your  Majesty  on  a  footing 
which  is  suitable  to  your  empire ;  but  I 
do  not  reckon  that  there  will  then  be  any 
necessity  for  more  than  a  tliird  of  the  con- 
scription which  I  propos<^t<^  raise  at  pre- 
sent, which  will  form  at-lA  '/Sost  only  one 
ninth  of  the  males  liable  to  ieicaVled  upon 
as  conscripts.  It  is  obviov-.s,  then,  how 
much  that  contribution  will  be  lightened 
-—the  first  in  importance  of  those  which 
the  French  owe  to  their  country.  The 
militia,  which  appeared  a  moderated  in- 
stitution, but  vvhich  was  aggravated  by  a 
multitude  of  exemption.s,  weighed  heavily 
on  the  nation  after  the  wars  of  Louis  XIV, 
and  even  the  wars  of  Flanders  and  Bo- 
hemia.— The  conscription  of  1811  will  oc- 
casion extraordinary  expences  for  the  ^r»t 
clothing  and  equipment,  for  the  expences 
of  the  march,  &c.  of  so  sonsiderable  a 
number  of  men.  I  have  brought  them  to 
the  budget  of  the  year,  and  they  are  com- 
prehended in   the   general   arrangement 
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which  your  Majesty  has  made  for  the 
finances  of  that  service,  without  that  aug- 
mentation of  expence,  rendering  necessary 
any  augmentation  of  taxes.  My  depart- 
ment feels  the  effects  of  the  prosperous  slate 
of  your  Majesty's  finnnces.  Scarcely  do  a 
few  contested  accounts,  and  which  require 
examination,  remain  to  be  paid  ;  no  part 
<jf  the  service  languishes,  and  ail  my  ex- 
pences  formerly  so  much  in  arrear,  arc 
Wought  up  to  the  present  day. — I  am  with 
respect,  &c. 

The  Duke  of  Feltre,  Minister  of  War. 

Speech  of  tJie  President  upon  the  Report. 

Senators, — When  his  Majesty  summon- 
ed under  his  eagles  the  conscriptions  of 
1809  and  1810,  before  the  ordinary  pe- 
riod, he  announced  victory  and  peace  as 
the  reward  of  the  devotion  of  his  young 
soldiers. — The  Emperor  kept  his  word  : 
be  vanquished  and  pacified, without  hav- 
ing any  need  to  anticipate  again  the  pe- 
riod when  it  is  the  duty  of  Frenchmen 
•ubject  to  the  conscription  to  pay  their 
debt  to  their  country. — Time  has  brought 
round  the  return  of  the  periodic  terra, 
when  a  call  must  take  place. — At  the 
commencement  of  ISIl,  the  conscripts  of 
that  year  must  prepare  themselves  to  enter 
successively  the  ranks  in  order  to  replace 
«ither  those  brave  men  who  have  fallen  in 
battle,  or  the  veterans  who  repair  to  the 
bosom  of  their  families,  carrying  with 
them  their  glory,  and  seeking  repose. — 
The  number  raised  on  the  anterior  con- 
scriptions has  been  120,000  men;  but  the 
call  has  only  been  made  to  you  succes- 
aively,  and  with  the  distinction  of  imme- 
diate destination  and  that  of  reserve. — 
Even  though  the  v/hole  of  a  levy  equal  to 
that  of  preceding  conscriptions  may  not 
be  necessary  at  present,  yet  his  Majesty 
-has  thought  that  it  was  bitter  to  place  at 
^he  disposal  of  his  War-Minister  the  num- 
ber of  conscrips  employed  in  preceding 
years. — They  shall  pot  be  forthwith  called 
upon,  but  successively,  in  virtue  of  de- 
iCrees  of  his  Majesty,  and  as  often  as  they 
shall  be  wanted- — No  augmentation  of  re- 
venue will  be  necessary,  and  the  funds 
assigned  by  the  budget  of  1810  for  that 
gervice  or  disposable  for  that  of  1811,  will 
suffice  for  the  expences  of  these  two  years, 
and  for  all  the  branches  of  the  service. — 
To  maintain  herself  in  an  honourable  at- 
titude, to  shew  herself  protecting  or  threat- 
ening in  l\\e  eyes  of  her  friends  o.r  her 
jsenemies,  France  has  no  need.  Gentlemen, 
•f  any  new  effort,  of  aay  extraordinary 


sacrifice. — For  it  is  not  thus  that  we  ar«. 
ever  to  designate  the  levy  of  the  con- 
scription—a personal  tribute,  a  pledge  of 
the  independence  of  the  power  and  of  thtt, 
glory  of  the  empire,  and  which  must,  in 
time  of  peace  as  in  time  of  war,  be  paid 
every  year  either  in  a  greater  or  less  a  pro- 
portion.— And  the  ?nmn««m  of  that  propor- 
tion must  always  be  even  in  peace,  in  a 
component  ratio,  first  of  the  result  of  the 
ordinary  mortality,  and  secondly,  of  the 
number  of  discharges  that  are  given.— 
The  number  of  discharges  will  then  be 
that  of  a  fifth  of  the  army,  if  it  should  not 
happen  that  a  great  number  of  French- 
men prefer  the  military  life,  its  glorious 
chances,  and  its  honourable  dangers  to  a 
repose  or  a  labour  oi'  which  they  have  got 
out  of  the  habit. — These  brave  men  thus 
voluularily,  and  for  a  time  which  often 
embraces  the  duration  of  their  lives,  pay 
the  debt  of  a  part  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
at  the  same  tin^e  that  they  form  in  all  the 
corps  of  the  army  that  inexhaustible  re- 
serve, that  stock  of  old  warriors,  upon 
whose  example  the  new  levies  are  formed 
and  who  ensure  victory.— When  reflect^^ 
ing  on  the  extent  of  their  devotion,  on  th» 
duration  of  their  services,  what  French* 
man  can  hesitate  to  join  them,  when  he 
hears  the  voice  of  the  country  which  calk 
him,  of  the  law  which  eomm.ands  hiicu 
and  of  the  glory  which  awaits  him. 


Sp.mn. —  Correspondence,  relative  to  the  Status 
to  be  erected  in  honour  of  the  King  of 
England. — November  19,  1810. 

The  late  Decree  of  the  Cortes,  ordering 
a  statue  to  be  erepted  in  honour  of  their 
august  and  generous  Ally,  George  the 
third,  was  inclosed  in  the  subsequent  letter 
from  the  Minister  of  State,  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Henry  Wellesley,  Minister  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty  at  Cadiz  : — Sir, — I 
have  the  honour  to  inclose  to  your  Excel- 
lency, by  the  order  of  the  Council  of  Re- 
gency, the  annexed  copy  of  a  Decree 
i,=;5ued  by  the  Cortes  of  the  kingdom.  Thd 
Council  of  Regency,  in  commanding  me 
to  execute  this  pleasing  office,  has  desired 
me  to  express  in  the  strongest  terms  the 
afTeclion  and  gratitude  they  feel  to  the 
whole  British  nation,  and  they  fondly  hope 
that  by  this  solemn  avowal  of  the  Cortes, 
a  new  and  powerful  motive  will  be  sup- 
plied to  draw  closer  than  ever  the  political 
relations  between  the  two  countries.'— r'l 
have  also  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Ex- 
cellency, by  order  of  the  same  Council,  i© 
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order  that  your  Excellency  may  commu- 
nicate the  fact  to  your  august  Sovereign, 
that  the  Cortes  deeply  impressed  with  the 
zeal,  interest,  and  efficacy  with  which  the 
worthy  Ministers  which  compose  the  Ca- 
binet of  his  Britannic  Majesty  have  ful- 
filled his  instructions  to  assist  and  support 
the  sacred  cause  of  the  Spanish  nation, 
and  not  less  sensible  do  they  feel  the  he- 
roic efforts  of  Lord  Wellington,  for  the 
preservation  of  Spain,  so  gloriously  ex- 
hibited on  their  soil  in  the  memorable 
battle  of  Talavera,  and  which  are  now  dis- 
played in  Portugal,  securing  by  his  dis- 
tinguished military  talents  the  protection 
of  a  kingdom,  the  defence  of  which  is 
immediately  connected  with  the  welfare 
of  the  whole  Peninsula. — Finally,  Sir,  I 
may  be  permitted  to  assure  you  of  the 
extraordinary  satisfaction  I  receive  per- 
sonally in  being  the  medium  of  announc- 
iag  to  your  Excellency  the  ardent  and 
profound  sensibility  common  to  the  whole 
nation  towards  the  Illustrious  Sovereign  of 
Great  Britain,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  it 
will  be  graciously  received  by  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty,  and  will  tend  to  consolidate 
that  perfect  union  and  friendship  which 
should  ever  exist  between  the  two  P.Io- 
narchs. — I  am,  &c.  with  high  considera- 
fcion,  and  pray  God  to  preserve  you  many 
years,  Eusibio  BANOAxr  y  Azaiia/j 

The  Answer  to  the  above. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  letter,  in 
which,  by  order  of  the  Council  of  Re- 
gency, you  transmit  me  the  Decree  of  the 
Cortes  of  the  1 9th  of  this  month,  expres- 
sive of  the  gratitude  of  the  illustrious  Con- 
gress for  the  assistance  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty has  given  to  the  Spanish  nation  since 
the  commencement  of  the  arduous  con- 
flict in  which  it  is  engaged  for  its  liberty 
and  independence. — A  testimony  so  satis- 
factory of  the  sensibility  of  the  Cortes  to 
the  generous  motives  by  which  his  Ma- 
jesty was  actuated,  in  employing  the  re- 
sources of  his  kingdom  in  favour  of  Spain, 
must  make  a  deep  and  durable  impression 
on  his  Royal  mind,  and  must  strengthen 
the  confidence  of  the  Spanish  nation  in  the 
persuasion  of  the  sincerity  of  his  acknow- 
ledged solicitude  for  the  preservation  of 
the  integrity  of  their  Monarchy,  and  their 
independence,  the  promotion  of  its  true 
interests,  and  its  permanent  prosperity. — 
The  opinion  formed  by  the  Cortes,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  letter  of  your  Excellency, 
with  regard  to  the  zeal  and  interest  in  the 


Spanish  cause,  shewn  by  the  Cabinet  Mi- 
nisters of  his  Majesty,  will  impart  peculiar 
satisfaction  to  the  Membersof  his  Govern- 
ment;  but  it  is  Ct  that  I  should  inform 
you  that  the  endeavours  employed  to  as- 
sist the  glorious  efforts  of  the  Spanish  peo- 
ple, are  not  only  consistent  with  the  in- 
tentions of  his  Majesty,  or  with  the  pur- 
poses of  his  Ministers,  but  with  the  anxious 
wishes  of  the  whole  British  nation,  in 
which  there  is  not  a  single  individual  who. 
does  not  feel  an  equal  interest  with  those 
who  compose  the  Government,  for  the 
happy  result  of  the  sacred  and  powerful 
cause  which  constitutes  the  principal  bond 
of  union  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain. 
— I  will  avail  myself  of  the  first  opportu- 
nity to  send  to  Lord  Wellington  a  copy  of 
your  Excellency's  letter,  and  of  the  De- 
cree of  the  Cortes,  and  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  opinion  of  the  Cortes,  which  your 
Excellency  has  communicated  with  re- 
spect to  the  services  of  Lord  Wellington  • 
towards  the  Spanish  nation,  will  be  con- 
sidered by  him  as  an  honourable  and  in- 
valuable testimony  of  the  sentiments  of  the 
whole  of  Spain  towards  him. — I  cannot 
conclude  this  letter  without  declaring  the 
pleasing  sensations  I  have  felt  while  I  have 
been  witness  to  the  early  deliberations  of 
a  Congress,  from  the  persevering  wisdom 
of  which  I  confidently  expect  the  ultimate 
expulsion  of  the  enemy,  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  integrity  and  independence  of 
the  Monarchy. — It  only  remains  that  I 
should  signify  to  your  Excellency  my 
gratitude  for  the  way  in  which  you  have 
condescended  to  communicate  the  wishes 
of  the  Council  of  Regency,  and  the  liberal 
motives  in  which  the  Decree  of  the  Corlet 
has  originated. — 1  am,  with  high  con- 
sideration, &c.  Wellesley> 
Real,  Isla  de  Leon,  Nov.  20,  1810. 

To  Segnor  D.  Eusibio  Bandaxi  y  Azara, 


VouTVGAt.—Doivning-street,  December  3f, 
1810.  A  Dispatch,  of  which  the  Jolloiu- 
ing  is  a7i  Extract,  was  yesterday  received 
at  Lord  Liveipool's  Office,  addressed  ttHii 
his  Lordship  by  Lieutenant-Gen.  Viscount 
IVellington,  dated  Cartaxo,  1 5tk  Decern^ 
ler,  1810. 

No  alteration  has  been  made  in  the 
enemy's  position  in  front  of  this  army 
since  1  had  the  honour  of  addressing  you 
on  the  8th  instant,  and  all  the  deserteral^ 
and  prisoners  continue  to  report  the  dis-- 
tress  which  the  troops  suffer.  The  enemy 
detached  a  body  of  caralry,  consisting  gC 


im 


four  regiments,  towards  Coimbra ;  but 
finding  that  town  occupied  by  General 
Baceilar,  they  have  returned  again  to  their 
station  in  the  rear  of  the  right  of  their 
arrnj^  I  am  concerned  to  forward  the  in- 
closed report  from  Marshal  Sir  William 
Beresford,  of  tke  death  of  Captain  Fen- 
wick,  the  late  Commandant  of  Obidos. 
During  the  last  two  months  he  had  been 
engaged  more  than  twenty  times  with 
the  enemy's  foraging  parties,  and  I  have 
had  several  opportunities  of  reporting 
his  success.— Upon  this  last  occasion  he 
had  made  an  attack  upon,  and  had  driven 
in  a  party,  consisting  of  80  grenadiers, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Evora,  near 
Alcobaca,  which  had  come  there  in 
search  of  provisions,  having  under  his 
command  a  detachment  of  the  same  num- 
ber of  Militia,  of  the  garrison  of  Obidos, 
and  was  pursuing  them  when  he  was 
mortally  wounded,  and  he  died  on  the 
lOth  ;  we  have  thus  sustained  a  great  losis, 
«md  he  is  lamented  by  all  who  had  any 
knowledge  of  his  gallantry  and  exertions. 
—It  is  generally  reported  that  the  batta- 
lions composingthe  9th  Corps  have  march- 
ed towards  Madrid,  where  preparations 
were  making  for  the  assembly  of  a  large 
body  of  troops.  It  is  certain  that  all  these 
troops,  as  well  as  Gardanne's  detachment, 
have  retired  from  the  frontiers  of  Portugal. 

Carlaxo,  Bee.  U,  1810. 
'--My  Lord;  It  is  with  much  regret  that  I 
communicate  to  you  the  loss  of  Captain 
Fenwick  (Lieutenant  in  the  Buffs),  who 
died  the  followisg  day  of  the  wounds  he 
received  in  the  attack  he  made  upon  the 
enemy  at  Evora,  on  the  Sth  instant. — Your 
Lordship  will  equally  feel  with  me  the 
loss  of  this  enterprising  gallant  young 
Officer,  who,  since  the  enemy's  being  in 
their  late  and  present  position,  has  been  of 
sa  much  service,  and  who  has  in  such  va- 
rious instances  given  proofs  of  his  talents 
and  undaunted  courage.  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be,  &c.  W.  C.  Beresford. 
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three  months,  and  receive  pardon.*— Art.  2; 

The  same  pardon  is  extended  to  deserters 

residing  in  places  occupied  by  the  enemy, 

they    shall    not    have  joined    with  the 


^PAitf. — Decree  of  the  Cortes,  relative  to  De- 

i'  serters. — 1  D«c.  IJJ 10. 

'  "The  Cortes,  wishing  to  shew  its  cle- 
jnency,  publishes  a  general  amnesty  to  all 
military  and  maritime  persons  in  the  do- 
minions of  Spain,  whether  in  Europe  or 
Asia,  under  tb«  following  regulations: — 
Art.  1.  All  deserters  in  places  not  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy,  may  surrender  them- 
flelvcs  to  the  proper  authorities  within 


enemy,  and  if  they  present  themselves  be- 
fore the  proper  Officers  within  six  months, 
— Art.  3.  Deserters  who  shall  have  gon« 
to  places  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and 
shall  have  enlisted  with  the  enemy  by 
force  used  to  induce  them,  if  they  should 
not  actually  have  fought  against  their 
country,  whether  soldiers,  corporals,  or 
Serjeants,  shall  receive  their  pardon,  if 
they  serve  for  eight  years  as  common  sol- 
diers ;  and  if  they  bring  their  horses  or 
accoutrements  with  them,  four  years  shall 
be  deducted  from  this  term. — Ait.  4.  Ser- 
jeants and  others  who  being  made  prison- 
ers, shall  have  united  with  the  ranks  of 
the  enemy,  if  they  have  not  actually  borne 
arms  against  their  country,  will  have  the 
benefit  of  the  above  regulations. — Art.  S. 
Officers  who  shall  have  married  without 
Royal  licenc«,  are  included  in  this  pardon. 
—Art,  6.  The  pardon  likewise  extends  to 
all  military  offenders,  with  the  exception* 
distinguished  in  this  instrument. — Art.  7. 
The  pardon  does  not  extend  to  traitors, 
spies,  priests,  killers,  blasphemers,  or  pur- 
loiners  of  public  property. — Art.  8.  Nor 
to  aggressors  not  having  obtained  the  for- 
giveness of  the  party  aggrieved  ;  nor  to 
those  subjected  to  pecuniary  fines,  who 
have  not  paid  the  demand. — Art.  9.  This 
pardon  does  not  extend  to  those  who  may 
break  the  law  subsequent  to  its  publica- 
tion.—Art.  10.  It  does  apply  to  criminals 
who  have  fled,  whose  offences  are  not 
among  the  exceptions ;  and  such  as  are 
out  of  the  country  will  be  allowed  twelve 
months  to  testify  their  obedience. — The 
Council  of  Regency  will  undertake  the 
execution  of  this  Royal  Order. 


Portugal  and  Spain. — Convention  between 
the  Governor  of  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal 
and  Algarves,  in  the  name  of  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal, 
and  the  Council  of  Regency  of  Spain  and 
the  Indies,  in  the  name  of  his  Cathhlic 
Majesty  Ferdinand  Vllih,  signed  in  'Lis- 
bon by  tfie  respective  Plenipotentiaries,  and 
ratified  by  the  Governor  of  Portugal  the 
lOthDec.  1810. 

The  Governor  of  the  Kingdom  of  Por- 
tugal, &c.  and  the  Council  of  Regency  of 
Spain,  &c.  in  the  name  of  their  respective 
Sovereigns^  taking  into  consideration  tii» 
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mutual  advantage  that  would  arise  to  the 
two  kingdoms,  if,  during  the  present  war, 
and  until  the  re-estabUshraeiit  of  peace, 
the  subjects  of  both  kingdoms  should  be 
considered  common  to  both  with  respect 
to  nailitary  services,  have  authorized  Com- 
missioners, on  the  one  side  D.  M.  P.  For- 
jaz,  and  on  the  other  D.  J.  del  Castillo  e 
Carroz,  to  adjust,  conclude,  and  settle  a 
Convention  for  the  said  purpose,  each  of 
whom  being  properly  instructed  and  au- 
thorized, have  acceded  to  the  following 
Agreement: — Havifig  discovered  the  re- 
ciprocal utility  which  must  result  to  the 
Kingdoms  of  Portugal  and  Spain,  from 
augmenting  as  much  as  possible  the  num- 
ber of  their  defenders,  in  the  just  cause  of 
the  independence  of  both  monarchies,  and 
to  put  an  end  as  soon  as  possible  to  the 
destructive  war  by  which  the  Peninsula  is 
aiflicted;  we  have  temporarily  suspended 
the  privileges  granted  to  the  vassals  of  the 
two  powers,  with  regard  to  military  ser- 
rices,  in  ordec  that  as  well  the  vassals  of 
Spain,  who  are  residing  in  Portugal,  as  the 
vassals  of  Portugal  who  reside  in  Spain, 
may  be  engaged  in  military  duties,  with- 
out being  allowed  to  plead  the  exception, 
on  account  of  the  countries  to  which  they 
belong ;  and  being  entitled  only  to  the 
general  exceptions  of  those  in  which  they 
reside  Such  subjects  may  be  taken  as  re- 
cruits indiscriminately,  if  they  do  not  vo- 
luntarily offer  themselves  for  service  to 
their  own  respective  countries,  and  within 
five  days  after  the  publication  of  the  pre- 
sent Convention.  This  declaration  is  to 
have  effect  during  the  present  war;  at  the 
termination  of  which  the  vassals  of  each 
Kingdom  are  on  the  respective  territories 
to  resume  the  same  privileges,  immunities, 
and  advantages  which  are  conceded  by 
the  subsising  treaties  between  the  two 
high  contracting  parties.  Its  operations 
to  commence  as  soon  as  it  shall  have  been 
ratified  by  the  GovernmcDis,  when  the  ex- 
change of  ratifications  is  immediately  to 
take  place. — In  cohfiimation  of  this  act, 
WC,  the  Plenipotentiaries,  authorized  for 
auch  purpost',  sign  and  sp^l,  two  originals 
of  this  Convention,  and  affix  to  them  rnr 
lianii'S.  —  MiGOiii.  Pereiua  Forjaz,  Rati- 
fied by  thf  R'lbrics  of  the  Lords  Gover- 
nors of  Portugal,  &c. 
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Fft AN  CE,— Decree  rthtmg  to  €&f»meroe  at 

Frankfort,  S  Nov.  1 8 10. 

Napoleon,  Emperor  of  the  Prench,  King 
of  Iial}',  &c.  Desirous  of  acting  lei* 
niencly  towards, —  1st.  The  Merchants 
of  Frankfort,  who  in  execution  of  our 
Decree  of  the  l^th  of  October,  and 
conformably  to  the  Proclamation  of  the 
22nd  of  the  same  month,  have  nttde  a 
declaration  of  the  Colonial  Produce  in  theiir 
warehouses. — 2d.  The  Merchants,  Pro- 
prietors, or  Consigneesof  Colonial  Produce 
in  the  countries  in  which  the  provisions  of 
our  Decree  of  the  2d  and  19th  of  October 
are  applicable: — We  have  decreed  and  do 
decree  as  follows  :. — Art.  I.  The  seques- 
tration put  in  the  City  of  Frankfort  on  the 
Colonial  Produce  described  in  the  annexed 
Schedule  is  raised,  upon  condition  that  the 
duties  established  by  the  Tarifs  of  the  .5th 
of  August  and  12th  of  September  are  paid. 
—  11.  The  aforesaid  duties  shall  be  paid 
in  .specie,  ac<'epted  bills,  or  promissory 
notes,  well  secured.,  at  three,  six  and  nine 
nianths,  and  in  failure  of  well  secured  pro» 
mlssory  notes,  in  mevchandizc  equal: in 
value  to  their  aiuounr. — lil,  All  such  pro- 
duce acGosnpanied  by  cartificatesof  origin 
proving  that  it  is  derived  from  sales  of 
prizes  taken  by  our  privaLceis,  or  from 
seizures  or  confiscations  by  otfr  custom- 
house olTicers,  may  be  imported  into 
France  and  admitted  \vit.hout,  payment  of 
new  duties.  For  this  purpose  the  Coot- 
mission  residing  at  Frankfort  shall  prepare' 
an  account,  which  is  to  be  s^iit  to,  the' 
Disector-General  of  our  Customs,  and  by 
him  laid  before  our  Council  of  Commerce. 
— IV.  Cottori  twists  and  all  manufactures 
of  the  Biitish  loom  shall  be  burnt,  con- 
formably to  our  Decree  of  the  1 9th  of 
October.— V,  A  strict  search  shall  be 
made  for  Colonial  Produce  aild  maaufab- 
lures  not  declared,  and  v/hich  are  riot 
comprised  in  the  annexed*  Schedule. 
Such  produce  and  manufactures  shall  be 
confiscated. — VI.  Any  person  giving  in- 
formation of  concealeci  merchandize  which 
has  not  been  declared,  shall  receive  a  fifth 
of  the  value  — Vil.  Our  Ministers  of  War 
and  Finance  are  charged  with  the  execu^ 
tion  of  this  Decree. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 


The  RegkncV. In  my  last  Number  I 

had  not  time  to  enter  fully  into  the  ob- 
servations that  I  wished  to  ofter,  respecting 
the  measure,  which,  in  ?ny  opinion,  ought  to 
be  carried  into  effect  by  the  Rei^ent's  ministers. 
-The  questions  relating  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Regency  may  now  be  looked 
upon  as  being  settled  ;  or,  at  least,  the 
opinions  of  the  public  are  now  made  up 
as  to  those  questions;  and,  though  li  may 
be  necessary  to  agitate  some  of  them  again, 
strll  I  deem  it  now  to  be  time  to  speak  of 
what  the  public  expect  from  the  Regency. 
They  expect,  generally,  a  change  of 
system.  They  expect,  in  particular,  mea- 
sures to  tranquillize  Ireland,  and  a  reform  in 
the  Gammons  House  of  Parlia?ncnt.  Not 
hasty  and  crude  innovations;  but  well- 
digested  plans,  as  beneficial  to  the  throne 
itself  as  to  them.  They  expect,  at  least, 
that  their  petitions  will  be  patiently  listen- 
ed to  :  that  the  subject  of  Reform  will  be 
cheerfully  entertained  and  permitted  to 
Save  a  fair  and  full  hearing  and  discus- 
sion.  As  to  Ireland,  there  is   no  man, 

of  any  partj'-,  who  will  pretend,  that,  if, 
by  any  chance,  a  French  army  of  only  five 
thousand  men  were  to  land  there,  the 
danger  would  not  be  extreme;  and,  we 
are  repeatedly  told,  in  the  venal  prints, 
that  "  a  regular  army  is  necessary  to  guard 
"  Ireland  against  French  factions  and  machi- 

"  nations." To  observe  the  apathy  of 

some  persons  upon  this  subject,  one  would 
imagine  that  they  knew  no  more  of  Ire- 
land than  of  the  lands  in  the  moon  ;  and, 
that  it  never  entered  into  their  minds  to 
conceive,  that  Ireland  composed  a  part  of 
the  kingdom,  and  that  the  people  of  that 
country  contributed  to  the  same  Exche- 
quer with  ourselves.  The  East  Indies, 
which  is  an  eternal  drain  upon  ourselves, 
which  swallows  up  no  small  part  of  our 
taxes,  which  contributes  not  one  farthing 
towards  the  national  defence ;  that  coun- 
try appears,  vvith  some  Englishmen,  to  be 
an  object  of  great  importance,  compared 
with  Ireland ;  and,  in  short,  with  some 
men,  Ireland  seems  to  be  of  no  conse» 
quence  at  all ;  or,  at  the  most,  a  mere 
mUl-stOne  aboat  (he  nectc  of  flngland,— ~ 
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I  am  the  less  inclined  to  censure  these 
persons  with  severity,  because  I  can  re- 
member the  time,  when  I  viewed  the  mat- 
ter in  the  same  light;  hut,  having  now 
had  an  opportunity  of  correcting  my 
former  opinions,  it  is  my  duty  to  endea- 
vour (o  produce  a  similar  change  in  the 
opinions  of  others,  who  may   still  retain 

their  errors. Ireland  is  not  a  mere  un^- 

important  colony,  as  some  n)en  would 
seem  to  consider  it ;  but,  she  forms,  in 
point  of  population,  about  a  third  part  of 
this  kingdom;  and,inspiteof  all  her  absen^ 
tees, in  spite  ofherbeingdeprivedof  dock- 
yards and  of  other  great  means  of  local 
wealth,  she,  besides  the  expences  qf  her 
internal  government,  which  are  very 
great,  contributes  nearly  an  eighth  part  to- 
wards the  expences  of  the  general  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom,  the  maintenance  of 
fleets,  armies,  and  the  rest.  I  wish  to 
make  no  invidious  comparisons,  but,  I  can- 
not help  stating,  by  way  of  illustration, 
that  Scotland  does  not  contribute  more 
than  about  a  seventeenth  or  eighteenth. — — 
Whence,  then,  is  the  cause  of  this  indifFer- 
encs  to  wards  Ireland  ?  What  reason  is  there 
in  it  ?  It  is  utterly  impossible  to  ascrihiS  it 
to  any   cause,   grounded   in  reflection  .or 

common  sense. But,  at  any  rate,  if  we 

are  determined  to  look  upon  Ireland  as  a 
country  of  no  consequence,  in  any  other 
respect,  let  us  for  our  own  safety's  sake, 
consider  it  as  a  country  that  may  possibly 
become  the  theatre  of  war.  The  venal 
writers  tell  us,  and  they  are  very  forward 
to  tell  us,  that  there  are  French  factions  in 
Ireland.  Indeed,  there  are  acts  of  parlia- 
ment in  force,  grounded  upon  the  admitted 
fact  of  those  factions  being  really  in  ex- 
istence there.  These  acts  I  have  before 
described.  They  authorize  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, upon  representation  made  to  him, 
hy  the  magistrates  of  any  eounty,  to  de- 
clare such  county  to  be  in  a  disturbed 
state  :  and,  when  such  declaration  is  made, 
all  persons  whatever,  in  that  county,  are 
compelled  to  remain  within  their  houses,  or 
hovels,  from  sun-set  to  sun-rise.  The  magis- 
trates have  authority  to  enter  their  houses 
or  hovels  at  any  hour  in  the  night ;  and,  if 
any  man  bring  an  action  against  any  mS' 
^\%ir2AQ  f\yr  abusing  his  power,  the  ma»  who 
G 
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brings  the  action  is  even  to  pay  his  oun  costs, 
though  a  verdict  should  be  given  in  his  fa- 
vour, if  the  court  think  it  right  to  order  it 
to  be  so.— —The  acts  contain  much  more, 
many  other  things  worthy  of  notice  ;  but, 
to  any  man,  who  takes  one  moment  to  re- 
flect, who  will,  for  one  momerit,  consider 
how  he  should  like  to  live  under  such  laws 
in  England,  this  specimen  will  be  amply 

sufficient. Whether  these  laws  are,  or 

are  not,  necessary  to  prevent  open  rebel- 
lion in  Ireland,  is  a  question  that  1  shall 
not  now  discuss, and,  indeed,  it  is  a  question 
of  which  I  am  not  a  competent  judge. 
But,  of  this  I  am  quite  certain,  and  I  am 
sure  the  reader  will  agree  with  rae  in  the 
position,  that  such  acts  can  be  justified 
upon  no  other  ground,  than  that  of  absolute 
necessity  in  order  to  prevent  open  rebel- 
lion, or  some  other  equally  great  cala- 
mity.  Well,  then,  supposing  the  laws 

to  be  necessary  to  this  extent,  xvhat ,  a 
situation  must  Ireland  be  in  ?  What  an 
out-wovk  is  it  likely  to  form  against  the 
approaches  of  the  enemy  ?  What  sort  of 
resistance  to  that  enemy,  if  he  should  suc- 
ceed in  landing  there,  are  we  to  expect 
from  a  people,  to  govern  whom  such  laws 

are   necessary? Let  it   be  observed 

here,  that  this  is  not  a  mere  tempo- 
rary measure ;  not  a  measure  to  meet  a 
momentary  effiasion  of  discontent;  but 
that  tliese  laws  have  been  in  force  now 
for  upwards  oi  three  years.  If,  therefore, 
they  are  necessary,  again  I  ask  what  must 
be  the  situation  of  Ireland,  and  what  the 
consequences  of  an  invasion  by  France  ? 
— — If  Ireland  v/ere  invaded  and  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  there  are,  I  should 
suppose,  very  few  persons  so  infatuated 
as  to  imagine,  (hat  England  could  long 
escape  the  same  fate.  I  should  suspect, 
that  there  are  few  to  be  found,  even 
amongst  the  MEAN,  MERCENARY  and 
MALIGNANT  men,  who  would  pretend 
to  say,  that  the  consequences  would  not  be 
fata!  to  England;  but,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  they  will  never  acknowledge  the  dan- 
ger, 'till  they  see  Ireland  absolutely  lost. 
Then  thev  would  begin  to  tremble  ;  but 
their  trernbling  would  come  too  late.  It 
would  be  too  late  to  tremble,  when  they 
saw  two  hundred  thousand  of  the  hardiest 
iTien  upon  earth,  ranged  under  the  ban- 
ners  of  France,  and  drawn  up  on  the  shore 

of  St.   George's  channel. Is   this  an 

exaggerated  view  ?  Is  it  a  mere  frightful 
dream  ?  Is  it  an  invention  to  enforce  an 
argument?  Oh,  no!  Else  why  are  we 
assured,  that  thcrs  ar«  Trcmh  /asiiwis  in 
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Ireland,  and  why  are  laws  passed,  bot- 
tomed upon  that  assurance  ?  These  law* 
have  no  other  justification  than  the  exist- 
ence of  such  factions;  that  is  to  say,  the 
existence,  in  Ireland,  of  a  French  influence, 
and  that,  too,  to  an  extent  dangerous  to 
the  state.  Of  course,  then,  we  are  to 
suppose,  that  such  influence  does  actually 
exist,  and  we  are  to  suppose  also,  that,  if 
the  French  were,  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, to  land  in  the  country,  such 
landing  would  be  attended  with  the  con- 
sequences  that  I    have    anticipated. 

Those,  who,  from  whatever  reason,  wish 
not  to  look  at  or  to  think  of  Ireland,  will 
say,  that  "  the  French  are  not  there  yet," 
and  will  turn  off  the  subject,  will  evade, 
any  conclusion  as  to  consequences  by  af- 
fecting to  believe,  that  ih.t  cause  will  never 

exist. And,  wh'SLi foundation  have  they 

for  this  belief?  A  French  army  has  landed 
in  Ireland  ;  and  very  serious  was  the 
danger,  before  France  was  able  to  menace 
our  own  coast  in  the  channel  at  the  same 
time,  and  long  before  it  was  declared,  that 
French  influence  existed  in  that  country. 
France  will  shortly  have  five  timis  the 
maritime  means  that  she  had  then ;  she 
is  now  organizing  a  regular  system  of 
maritime  warfare.  She  will,  in  the  coarse 
of  two  years,  have  more  seamen  than  we 
have,  or  can  have,  supposing  us  to  be 
able  to  go  on  increasing  our  marine  icj 
the  utmost  extent  of  which  our  means  are 
capable.  She  has  all  the  ports  and  sea- 
men and  military  means  in  the  North  of 
Europe,  except  those  of  Russia,  which 
she  will  have  when  she  pleases.  She  will 
be  able  to  lose  50  or  6'0  ships  of  war  in 
an  attempt  upon  Ireland  ;  and,  what  rea- 
son is  there,  then,  to  suppose  that  sh* 
will  not  make  that  attempt,  especially 
when  we  consider  the  powerful  motives 

that  urge  her  to  such  an  enterprize  ? 

"  The  French  are  not  there  yet."  No. 
That  is  very  true.  Neither  were  the 
French  in  Holland  in  1792;  nor  in  Austria 
in  1804;  nor  in  Prussia  in  lb06;  nor  i^ 
Spain  in  IS07  ;  nor  in  Sweden  in  1809. 
But,  one  year  later  than  each  of  these 
years  the  French  were  in  all  these  coun- 
tries; and,  we  well  know,  that,  in  all 
these  countries  the  French  still  are.  It  is 
the  saying  of  a  poor  shuffler,  or  a  coward, 
therefore,  who  dares  not  lock  reason  or  dan- 
ger in  the  face,  that,  "  the  French  are  not 

there  yet." If,  then,  it  be  a  fact,  that 

these  dangers  do  exist,  what  can  be  done  to 
obviate  them  ?  This  is  the  question,  and,  in 
discussiog  tj^a  quettioB,  we  should  pra^ 
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ripeed  as  we  do  in  all  other  cases  where 
jjjaur  object  is  to  preventer  avoid  a  dan- 
ger; namely,  to  ascertain  the  true  cause, 
, -)^nd   to  remove  it  if  possible. — —If  you 
yjEind  your  shoe  pinch  you,  it  is  folly  to 
gurse  the  shoe  or  even  the  maker,  but  it 
J  is  little  short  of  madness  not  to  endeavour 
,  to  make  it  easier  to  your  foot,  if  it  be  an 
object  of  too  much  importance  to  be,  at 

oncG;,  cast  aside. It  is  equally  foolish 

to  rail  against  the  Irish  or  the  French,  in 
this  case;  for  such  railing  will  not  diminish 
the  evil,  but  it  may  very  reasonably  be 

supposed  likely  to  add   to    it. 1  have 

many  times  asked  the  question  :  ♦'  l^Vhy 
shopld  the  Irish  be  attached  to  ihe 
French?"  A  question  which  the  venal 
shun  as  the  bands  of  Satan  are  said  to 
have  shunned  Ithuriel's  spear.  "  There 
zrerebels  in  Ireland."  Aye,  hut  hoiv  came 
they  there.?  "  Oh  !  why  they  are  wicked 
fellouis,  that  want  to  separate  Ireland  from 
England."  Yes,  but  this  is  no  answer  to 
my  question,  for,  then,  again,  I  ask  why 
this  is?  "Oh!  there  are  very /ezy  of  these 
,.,*', turbulent  men;  the  people,  in  general, 
H,"  like  the  system  very  well."  They  do, 
do  they  ?  They  like  to  live  under  cover, 
and  within  their  houses,  from  sun-sst  to 
sun-rise  ?  "  Oh  !  no  ;  we  don't  say  that, 
*'  but  they  would  rather  submit  to  these 
*'  little  inconveniences  than  have  their  coun- 
'•  try  ovei  turned  by  the  turbulent,  and  the 
"  French  factions."  Aye,  this  may  be, 
but,  if  these  turbulent  men  are  so  few  in 
number,  why  do  not  the  peop!e  put  them 
down  ?  Why  not  take  these  turbulent 
fellows  and  punish  them,  at  once,  and  get 

rid  of  them  ? There  can  be  no  ansiver 

given  to  this.  It  is  impossible  for  the 
keenest  sophister  to  get  over  the  dilemma 

that  here  presents  itself. Well,  then, 

the  existence  of  Frmch  influence  being  the 
proximate  cause  of  the  danger,  what  is  ihe 
cause ,  of  that  French  influence  f  Why,  the 
discontents  of  the  people.  Remove,  therefore, 
the  grounds  of  that  discontent,  and  the 
French  factions  perish  like  the  toad  which 

has  no  longer  poison  to  feed  on. What, 

then,  are  those  grounds  ?  This  is  a  ques- 
tion, which,  in  these  times,  a  prudent  man 
will  not  answer.  Nor,  indeed,  is  it  ne- 
cessary to  any  one,  who  takes  an  impartial 
view  of  the  state  of  Ireland,  where,  in  as 
fine  a  climate  and  on  as  fertile  a  soil  as 
any  in  the  world,  misery  the  most  de- 
plorable presents  itself  in  every  quarter. 
There,  to  use  the  words  of  Dr.  Drennan, 
in  his  beautiful  poem  on  the  emptiness  of 
Pedigree,  publwlied  in  th^  last  Yoiuttte  of 
'    '    '  -  ! 
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the  Poetical  Register,  there,  where 

Green  meadows  spread— resplendent  rivers  run— 
A  healthy  climate  and  a  temp'rate  sun. 
There  Misery  sits  and  eats  her  lazy  root, 
There,  m.in  is  proud  to  dog  his  bfolher  brute  ; 
In  sloth  the  genius  of  the  Isle  decaj's. 
Lost  in  his  own,  reverts  to  farmer  days  j 
Yet  still,  like  Leai-,  would  in  his  hovel  rule, 
Mock'd  by  the  madman,  jested  by  the  fool. 
There  meet  th'  extremes  of  rank — tliere  social  arS 
Has  leveil'd  mankind  by  their  selfish  heart. 
There  no  contented  middle  rank  we  trace. 
The  sole  ambition  to  be  rich  and  base. 

There  is  a  licence  allowed  to  poets;  but, 
is  this  picture  far  from  the  truth?  Is  it 
any  thing  more  than  a  strong  and  lively 
representation  of  the   sorrowful    reality  ? 

And,  iL;/i3/ should  this  be  ?  \Vhy  should 

Ireland  be  in  a  state  of  semi-barbarism  .^ 
Why  should  it  be  in  a  state  to  render  jie- 
cessary  such  laws  as  we  have  seen  above 
described,  and  such  treatment  as  we  have, 
alas!  all  heard  of?  "Traitors!"  Yes, 
poor  Ireland  has  had  traitors  indeed  ;  but 
these  traitors  are  men  who  have  calum- 
niated her  for  the  purpose  of  serving  their 
own  interested  and  base  purposes ;  these 

are  the  true  Irish  Traitors. Ireland  took 

the  lead  of  England  in  civilization  ;  .she 
has  a  better  climate  and  a  more  fertile 
soil ;  she  has  harbours,  river.s,  all  the  na- 
tural advantages  that  England  possesses, 
and  in  a  greater  proportion.  Her  people 
are  naturally  robust,  brave,  generous*,  and 

*  The  following  most  striking  instance 
of  the  kindness  and  generosity  of  the  Irish 
peasants  is  worthy  of  notice  and  admira- 
tion. I  quote  the  passage  from  a  speech 
of  Mr.  O'CoNNEL,  at  a  late  meeting  of  the 
Catholics  in  Dublin  ;  and,  when  you  have 
read  it,  say  whether  such  a  people  are  not 
capable  of  being  gained  by  acts  of  kind- 
ness ;  say,  whether  nothing  but  an  army 
can  keep  down  French  factions  amongst 

such  a  people. "  This  character  of  the 

"  noble  feelings  of  the  Irish  peas^mtry  did 
"  not  rest  on  a  single  fact.  What  had  oc- 
"  curred  in  the  county  of  Cork  was  in  the 
"  recollection  of  gentlemen  from  the  South 
"  of  Ireland  .-—When  a  detachment  of  the 
"  Brunswick  Corps,  quartered  at  Fermoy 
"  in  August  last,  was  ordered  to  embark  at 
"  Cove,  on  the  march  from  Fermo}^  some 
"  women,  who  accompanied  the  soldiers 
"  hither,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up 
"  with  the  battalion,  or  because  they  kne\T 
"  that    incumbered  v,*itti   childrtp^  *.liSf 
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full  of  genius  and  spirit.  I  observed  before 
how  conspicuously  this  was  proved  by  their 
siiccess  and  influence  in  the  American 
States.  There,  where  all  nations  ineet, 
without  any  preference  ;  where  they  all 
enter  the  lists  of  talents,  industry,  and 
enterprize  ;    there,   where   all    have   "  a 


"  clear  stage  and  no  favour,"  the  Irish 
have  obtained  a  decided  predominance, 
notwithstanding  the  wretched  plight  in 
Athich  they  generally  make  their  entry, 
jiotvvithstanding  the  far  greater  part  of 
them  are,  at  firsts  bond  men  and  bond 
women,  and  thus  have  to  work  for  yea,rs 
to  pay  off  the  debt  which  the  misery 
of  Ireland  had  imposed  upon  them.  We 
see  grants  made  annually  out  of  the 
public-money  to  make   roads  and  bridges 

*'  would  have  less  prospect  of  being  re- 
"  ceived  in  the  transports,  begca  to  aban- 
*'  don  their  children,  leaving  them  in  the 
"  potatoe  gardens  and  behind  the  hedges. 
"  One  or  two  of  the  children  were  found 
"  in  much  danger  from  the  cattle  and  pigs. 
"The  Country  I'eople  became  alarmed j 
"  compassion  shot,  like  electricity,  through 
*'  them ;  they  crowded  to  the  troops,  and 
^"  attended  their  march,  receiving  every 
."child  the  women  chose  to  leave  behind; 
,*'  — they  even  ofTsred  money  to  the 
"  mothers  to  give  up  the  children  with- 
'."out  exposing  them. .  Astonished  at  the 
"  eagerness  of  their  huraaniiy,  sopie  of 
"the  vvp^sn  availed  themselves  of  it,  and 
"  actually  set  up  their  children  to  auc- 
"  tion.     A  child  or  two,  between  Middie- 

'•  ton  and ,  sold  as  high  as  six  shil- 

*'  liugs.  I  was  myself  shewn  some  cf  the 
"  children  in  about  six  v/eeks  after,  and 
*'  the  potatoe  diet  had  agreed  very  well 
*'  with  them. — Can  any  man  be  found  so 
*'  cajlous  to  humanity  as  not  to  regret  that 
"  the  n.^ble  nature  of  the  Irish  Peasant  is  not 
"  better  cultivated ;  but  the  fact  I  speak 
*',Qf  passed  almost  as  a  thing  of  coursg, 
.  "  and  nearly  v/ithout  notice:  it  was  in- 


deed 
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mentioned  in  one  or  two 
"  Cork  News-papers,  but  there  i 
*'  In  England,  had  a  man  of  fortune,  out 
*'  of  ostentation  or  Vcuity,  taken  up  a  single 
»'  child  of  a  foreif^ri  soldier,  it  would  be 
*'  blazoned  forth  trumpet  tongutd- — the 
"  newspapers  would  never  cease  extolling 
*'  the  bountiful  benefactor — the  fact  would 
"  be  sung  in  ballads,  and  recorded  in  lyric 
"  poetry ;  but  in  Ireland,  it  is  a  crime 
"  against  the  hirelings  of  the  day,  to  praise 
*'  Irish  virtues ;  for  which  I  trust  that  they 
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and  canals  in  the  High-lands  of  Scotland 
for  the  avowed  purpose  oi  creating,  in  that 
most  steril  of  all  countries,  labour  in  order 
to  prevent  the  people  from  emigrating.  .  And, 
while  we  are  doing  this,  we  see,  in  every 
two  or  three  years,  as  many  people  emi- 
grate from  Ireland  as  the  whole  population  of 
the  High-lands  amounts  to  !  Is  this  a  mark 
of  wisdom  ?  Was  there  ever  any  thing  so 
directly  in  the  teeth  of  reason  as  this? — < — 
Why  not  do  something  to  keep  the  Irish 
at  home  ?  It  is  certain  that  people  will  not 
voluntarily  quit  their  native  soil  if  they 
be  happy,  or  only  tolerably  comfortable 
there.  This  is  certain,  and  we,  though 
very  unwisely,  in  my  opinion,  are  taxing 
one  part  of  (he  kingdom  to  make  work  for 
people  in  another  part  (the  High-lands) 
in  order  to  make  the  people  comfortable. 
But,  while  this  is  done,  shall  we  do  no- 
thing for  the  people  of  Iieland,  who  do  not 
wani  our  vionei/  ;  who  want  no  work  made 
for  them  ;  but,  who  have  a  climate  and  & 
soil  ready  to  produce  more  than  they  can 
need  ?— — Am  I  asked  what  can  be  dona 
for  them,  and  whether  I  believe,  that 
granting  the  claims  of  the  Catholics  would 
do  every  thing  ?  I  answer,  that  this  parti*, 
cular  mejisure  would  not,  in  my  opinion, 
do  much  j  but,  it  would  dio  something.  It 
is  one  of  the  things  that  should  be  done, 
and,  as  it  would  nol  cost  one  single  penny 
beyond  the  amount  of  the  paper  ahd  print 
of  ihe  Act  of  Parliament,  there  can  be  no 
ground  for  delaying,  other  than  those 
grounds  which  have  been  so  often  stated, 
and  so  often  proved  to  be  futile.— -But, 
though  this  measure  would  be  something  ; 
though  it  would  please  a  great  number  of 
persons,  and  give  rise  to  hope  in  a  greater 
number,  it  must  be  followed  by  other  mea- 
sures, having  a  tendency  to  better  the  lot 
of  the  common  people;  and,  though  tq 
effect  this  must  be  a  work  of  time,  let  it 
be  recollected,  that  content  would  com» 
mence  with  the  commencement  of  a  better 
state  of  things.  The  patient  dates  his 
pleasure  from  the  day  when  he  feels  that 
his  cure  has  begun  ;  and^  perhaps,  the  day 
of  his  perfect  re-establishment  does  not 
yield  him  pleasure  so  great. If  a  peo- 
ple fall  into  a  state  like  that  in  which  the 
people  of  Ireland  are,  we  are  not  bound  to 
assign  the  cause.  We  have  a  right  to  as- 
sume, that  the  fault  is  in  the  manner  of 
governing  the  country.  Who  that  has 
read  the  observations  of  intelligent  tra- 
vellers, who  that  has  travelled  himself,  hag 
not  ascribed  the  misery  of  a  people,  where 
he  has  found  them  luiserable,  to  the  go-- 
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vernment,  and  not  to  the"  people  them- 
selves ?  Who  that  has  looked  over  the 
stock  of  a  farm  and  seen  a  parcel  of  poor, 
wretched-looking  animals,  ever  thought  of 
ascribing  the  condition  of  the  stock  to  any. 
one  but  the  farmer?  I  do  not  compare  men 
to  beasts  ;  but  the  cases  are  exactly  simi- 
lar. And,  do  not  governments  themselves 
recognize  this  principle  in  talcing  credit 
to  themselves  for  tl;e  prosperity  of  the 
people,  which  they  never  fail  to  do  when 
ihey  can  ?  Indeed,  it  is  to  the  lazvs  of  a 
state,  as  well  as  to  the  rules  in  a'  family, 
that  we  are  to  look  for  the  cause  of  pros- 
perity or  of  misery. Therefore,  with- 

T)ut  entering  into  any  -detail,  we  may  a^k 
%vky  the  people  of  Ireland  are  in  their  pre- 
sent state;  wh^  they  require  a  regular  army 
to  keep  down  French  factions  ;  ivhy  they 
fill  every  hole  and  corner  in  every  ship 
that  goes  to  America;  xvhj/  they  go  to  culti- 
vate the  lands  and  to  add  to  population,  the 
talents  and  the  power  ol  other  countries? 
We  have  a  right  to  ask  of  our  rulers,  w/iy 
these  things  are,  and  to  call  upon  them  to 

put  an  end  to  their  existence. 1  have 

always  thought,  that  the  measure  of  Ca- 
tholic emancipation,  as  it  is  called,  should 
be  followed  by  others  of  far  more  extensive 
effect;  and,  one  of  these  is,  the  doing 
away  of  that  ground  of  everlasting  heart- 
burning, the  lythes.  The  people  of  Scot- 
land pay  no  tythes.  They  maintain  their 
own  clergy.  And,  why  should  Cdtholic^ 
not  have  the  same  exemption,  in  this  re- 
spect, tliat  Presbj/lerians  have  ?  Ireland  is 
as  much  a  Catholic  country  as  Scotland  is 
a  Presbyterian  country. In  the  esta- 
blishment of  tythes,  where  the  mass  of  the 
people  profess  the  religion  of  the  church 
to  which  the  tythes  are  given,  and  where 
ike  rector  or  vicar  resides,  there  is  no  injus- 
tice at  all,  and,  in  general,  the  cry,  as  in- 
jurious to  industry,  against  t3rthes,  is  not 
well-founded,  any  more  than  a.cry  against 
rent  would  be  ;  but,  where  three  fourths  of 
those  who  pay  tythes  are  well  known  not 
to  belong  to  the  church  to  wbich  they  are 
obliged  to  render  them.andespscially  when 
the  nzcde  of  exaction  is  such  as  it  is  in  Ivie- 
land,  where  the  parties  have  to  deal  with  a 
tythe  factor,  and  wdiere  the  heats  and  ani- 
mosities of  a  tythe  auction  are  annually 
revived  in  every  parish,  the  hardship  and 

mortification    are     intolerable. This 

fnight  be  completely  done  away,  and 
without  any  injury  to  the  Protestant 
Church.  To  purchase  up  the  whole  of  the 
livings  in  Ireland,  including  the  sees,  would 
not  cost  half  so  mueh  as  the  war  in  Portugal 
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has  already  cost ;  and,  if  the  incumbents 
were  paid  the  worth  of  their  livings  for 
their  lives,  what  reason  would  they  have  to 

complain  ? If  any  one  should  object, 

that  the  Church  of  England  would  suffer 
in  its  patronage,  and,  if,  upon  due  consi- 
deration, that  should  be  determined  to  be 
an  evil,  the  livings  in  England  might  be 
augmented  in  value  as  the  Irish  incum- 
bents dropped  off,  so  as  to  preserve  to  the 
Protestant  church  the  same  amount  of  in- 
come and  the  same  degree  of  weight  that 
it  now  has  in  both  islands,  and,  of  course, 
the  same  degree  of  patronage  to  the  Crown. 

There  would   a  question   arise  as  to 

private  patronage;  but,  it  should  be  ob- 
served, that  it  is  a  monstrous  abuse,  a  most 
outrageous  insult  to  all  true  principle,  to 
consider  the  advowsons  as  private  property, 
when  it  is  in  the  way  of  ^  trust,  and  in  no 
other  way,  that  they  are  looked  upon  by 
the  law ;  and  when  the  statute  book  will 
tell  any  man  that  will  take  the  pains  to 
look  into  it,  that  it  was  the  abuse  of  this  trust, 
by  the  communities  of  monks,  that  pro- 
duced the  Reformation  in  this  country, 
and  the  putting  down  of  the  Catholic  reli- 
gion. Nevertheless,  in  order  to  leave  no 
ground  for  complaint  upon  this  score,  the 
additional  patronage  given  to  the  patrons 
in  England  might  be  paid  for,  and  thus  the 
loss  of  private  patronage  in  Ireland  might 

receive    a  just  compensation. All  the 

minor  regulations  for  the  allotment  of 
churches,  &c.  would  be  easily  managed. 
The  whole  would  not  be  a  work  of  three 
years ;  and,  in  those  three  j-ears,  no  "  re- 
"  gular  army  would  be  wanted  to  keep 
"  down  French  factions."  In  the  course 
of  seven  years,  I  should  suppose,  that  this 
army  would  cost  much  more  than  the 
whole  of  the  expences  of  this  change. 
Does  not  reason,  nay,  does  not  necessity, 

point  this  measure  out  to   us  ? Of  the 

effect  of  such  a  measure  no  man  can  judge, 
who  has  not  very  closely  considered  the 
workings  of  the  tythe  system  in  Ireland. 
This  measure  would,  besides  the  real  relief 
that  it  would  'aflbrd  the  people,  put  an  eiif* 
to  all  religious  animosities,  becaus(^j.J^ 
would  do  away  the  great  distincti-^  i  •  „., 
of  different  religions.     Ire  and^^^^j^  ^f  ^ 

longer  exhibit  the  unnatural ».         „    „^^ 
•  u     u      u   /    1         .u.e   IS  one    yet 
parish  chutch   (where  t- 
'       T     \      u  T»^v,estant  curate  pei- 

standing)  where  a  P;-'-^'"'*"  j!;„„„ 

c  u-    u  ..      .-vvice   to  hall  a  dozea 

forms  his  h^stv^'^^y\?  "•"  "  ,  ..tci-iHino- 
people,  v^'i'nle  a  Catholic  chapel,  standing 
near  to  if,  is  crammed  to  the  very  mouth 
of  th*^  porch,  and  while,  in  many  instances, 
the  flock,  for  want  of  room  withm,  are 
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Icneeling  in  the  dirt  round  about  the  walls. 
"While  this  is  the  case,  things  may  possibly 
goon;  Ireland  may  beheld  to  England, 
and  we  may  use  the  title  of  United  King- 
dom; but,  I  think,  that  every  reasonable 
juan  must  be  convinced,  that  Ireland 
never  will  be  tranquil,  and  that  the  Union 
^vill  exist  only  in  name. That  dissent- 
ing Protestants  in  Ireland  (of  whom  the 
rumber  is  very  considerable)  would 
gladly, see  such  a  measure  adopted,  there 
can  be  no  doubt;  and,  as  to  the  Protes- 
tants of  the  established  Church,  though 
tliey  might  regret  the  loss  of  predominance 
as  a  religious  sect,  they  would  feel  an  am- 
ple compensation  in  the  relief,  in  which 
they  too  would  share,  from  the  burthen 
and  vexations  of  a  tythe  system,  such  as 
that  existing  in  Ireland,  and  of  which  an 
lihgiish   cultivator  cannot  form  <.ny  thing 

like  an  adequate, idea. The  scruples  of 

those  Prolesiants,  who  would  consider  such 
a  change  as  tending  to  fester  the  Catholic 
religion,  and  to  prevent  the  ch,  nco  of 
conver.ing  Catholics  to  the  truejdih^  I  wish 
to  treat  with  all  possible  tenderness;  but, 
^vhen  ttiey  consider,  that  we  have  been 
ixoo  hundred  years  at  this  work  of  conver- 
sion, and  that  we  have  made  such  trifling 
progress  therein,  they  must,  I  should  ima- 
gine, be  disposed  to  think  that  we  have 
been  pursuing  a  wrongplan,  and  be  ready 
to  agree  with  me,  that  a  change  of  plan, 
even  with  this  object  in  view,  is  dictated 
by  sound  policy;  and  that,  at  any  rate,  as 
far  as  relates  to  the  work  of  conversion, 
no  chanpe  of  system  can  be  for  the  worse. 

Is  there  any  one,  who  objects  solely 

Tupon  the  ground  that  I  propose  an  innova- 
tion ?  What  have  we  seen  but  innovations 
for    the   last   twenty    years  ?    And   what 
have  we  heard  in  justification  of  them,  but 
that  "  the  times  were  such  as  rendered  ex- 
traordinary   measures    necessary    to   the 
safety   of  the  state?"  Are  not  the   laws 
above-mentioned,  now  existing  in  Ireland, 
««  innovation  ?  Are  they  the  settled  laws  of 
the  land?  Was  not  the  Union  itself  aw  in- 
'gvation  ?  And,  is  it  a  less  thing  to  take 
to  mi^^    legislature    of    Ireland,    than 
the   proL^  change  in  the   disposition  of 
acknowleii'gX,  °^   the   church  ?— It    is 
reign    of    Que^"  hands,    that    the 

glorious  that  En4f?  "^^^  *^^  T'^ 
the  Union  with  ScWaL^str  4- 'the' 

Tnd   if  r  U  "''  ''-'tl  S'-io'„s  reign 
and   ,f  the  Union  with  Ireland  hau  been 
bottoiTjed  upon  the  same  principles  S 
•ome  tew  exceptions)  the  latter  would  Ce 


served,  in  some  measure,  to  compensate 
for  the  numerous  and  weighty  losses  and 
calamities  of  the  reign  of  George  the 
Third.  The  people  of  Scotland  had  their 
oivn  Church  established ;  they  were  not 
compelled  to  contribute  to  the  support  of 
the  Church  of  England.  There  was  none 
of  those  odious  and  galling  distinctions 
left  remaining,  which,  in  spite  of  names 
and  forms,  keep  difierent  parts  of  a  king- 
dom efiectually  divided,  divided  in  heart, 
separated  by  feeling,  and,  as  is  the  case  in 
all  family  disputes,  strongly  disposing  the 
weaker  party  to  throw  himself  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  be  he  who  he  may, 
of  the  stronger  party.  In  short,  such  a 
state  of  things  presents  to  the  stronger 
party  this  sole  alternative,  either  of  put- 
ting the  weaker  party  upon  a  fair  footing 
with  himself,  or  keeping  him  in  subjection 

by  force. As  to  matters  of  trade  and 

commerce,  there  ought  to  be,  in  no  way 
whatever,  any  distinction.  If  Ireland  pos- 
sess any  natural  advantages  superior  to 
Eiiglaiiil,  let  her  have  the  full  benefit  of 
them.  Why  should  she  not,  seeing  that 
her  strength  and  wealth  would  belong  to 
the  v^  hole  kingdom  ?  It  would  be  as  fool- 
ish to  make  any  distinctions,  in  this  re- 
spect, between  Northumberland  and  Sus- 
sex, as  between  England  and  Ireland.  If 
Ireland  has  a  fine  port,  why  not  have  one 
of  our  great  dock-yards  and  arsenals 
there  ?  Would  the  French  hope  to  seduce 
Ireland,  if  she  were  placed  upon  such  a 
fooling  ?  Ireland  abounds  with  timber, 
why  should  not  that  timber  be  converted, 
upon  the  spot,  into  ships  of  war?  And, 
how  foolish  as  well  as  unjust  would  it  be 
in  us  to  grudge  her  a  share  in  these  advan- 
tages and  honours  ?  But,  if  we  have  any 
feelings  of  this  sort ;  if  %ve  find  it  impossi- 
ble to  divest  ourselves  of  such  feelings,  let 
us,  for  decency  sake,  not  be  guilty  of  the 
flagrant  injustice  of  railing  against  the 
Irish  for  appearing  to  be  impatient  of  our 

predominance. In    whatever    light, 

therefore,  that  1  view  the  matter,  whether 
I  consider  what  is  in  justice  due  to  this 
part  of  the  kingdom,  or,  taking  a  more 
narrow  and  selfish  view,  confine  myself  to 
the  interests  of  England  ;  whether  I  take 
justice  or  policy  for  my  guide,  I  am  led  to 
the  firm  conviction  of  the  wisdom  of  adopt- 
bling  the  measures  that  I  have  here  pro- 
posed, and  of  any  other  measures,  which, 
to  a  person  of  greater  ktiowledge  and  ex- 
perience, may  present  themselves  as  like- 
ly to  have  the  same  tendency,  namely, 
thai  of  gaining  the  pedple  of  Irel&n^  Vj^' 
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kindness  and  conciliation,  and  thus  ena- 
bling us  to  set  at  nought  all  the  powers  of 
seduction,  now  said  to  be  exercised  by  the 

tactions  in  the  interest  of  France. Thus 

have  J  staled,  as  fully  as  it  appears  to  me 
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necessary,  at  present,  my  opinion  as  to 
what  ought  to  be  done  with  regard  to  this 
important  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  I  have 
shewn  its  consequence,  its  weight  in  the 
general  scale  of  dominion  ;  the  causes  of 
its  being  liable  to  the  influence  of  our 
enemy  ;  the  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  those  causes,  and  the  means  that  1 
think  likely  to  remove  the  causes,  and,  of 
course,  the  danger.  I  have  shewn,  I  think, 
that  self-preservation  as  well  as  justice 
call  for  the  measures  I  have  recommend- 
ed',   and,  I  see  no  solid  objection,  of  any 

sort,   to   their   adoption. Whether  his 

Royal  Highness,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  with 
all  the  limitations  upon  his  Authority  (if 
they  should  be  persevered  in)  will  be  able 
to  eflect  such  measures,  I  know  not;  but, it 
will  be  in  his  power,  and  I  am  sure  he  will 
have  the  inclination,  to  convince  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland,  that  his  wishes  are  to  do 
every  thing  just  and  reasonable,  to  conci- 
liate them  and  restore  tranquillity  and 
happiness  to  their  country. 

Mr.  Lemaitre. Immediately  follow- 
ing this  Article,  will  be  found  the  Peti- 
tion of  Mr.  Lemaitre,  who,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  attack  of  one  Jacks,  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Common  Council  of  London,  and 
a  man  who  makes  great  coats  water-proof  for 
the  army,  has  been  compelled  again  to  ap- 
pear  before  the  public. The  Trial  at 

Guildhall,  upon  this  subject,  is  before  the 
public  ;  but,  as  1  deem  it  a  matter  of  vital 
importance  to  put  every  thing  of  this  sort 
upon  record,  being  well  convinced,  that 
this  is  not  the  last  time  we  shall  hear  of 
them,  I  have  taken  the  fullest  report  that  I 
could  find  (that  in  the  Morning  Chronicle) 

and  have  inserted  it  below. From  this 

report  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  defendant 
Jacks  did  not  attempt  to  make  good  his 
charge  against  Mr.  Lemaitke  ;  and  that 
the  latter  failed  from  a  want  of  legal  ex- 
actness in  the  drawing  up  of  the  declara- 
tion. But,  at  the  close,  the  Attorney  Gtr 
neral  (who  was  the  defender  of  Jacks) 
said,  that  he  could  declare,  that  his  client 
did  not  make  use  of  the  words  imputed 

to  him. 1  beg  the    reader,  if  he   has 

any  regard  for  freedom  ;  if  he  has  any 
desire  at  all  to  see  preserved  the  smallest 
remains  of  what  has  been  called  liberty  in 
iljis country,  to  read  the  proceedings  upon 


this  Trial  carefully  through  ;  and  above 
all  things,  to  mind  what  was  said  by  the 
JUDGE.  1  beg  hiin  to  do  this,  and,  if  he 
is  likely  not  to  have  it  at  hand,  to  note 
down  the  very  words  upon  a  slip  ofpaper, 
and  put  them  into  his  pocket  hook.  He 
will  in  time,  find  them  of  great  use  tio 
him.     I  beg  him  to  do  it,  and  if  he  does  it 

not,  he  will  be  sorry  for  the  omission. 

In  bare  justice  to  Mr.  Lemaitre,  I  have 
placed  his  Petition,  in  front  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  this  Trial  :  and,  from  the  two 
together,  the  people  of  England  and  the 
world,  will  see  what  sort  of  treatment    he 

has  received. He  presented  several  pe- 

tion?;.  He  all  along  challenged  trial.  He 
was  either  impri'^oned,  or  harrassed  from 
the  age  of  18  to  25.  He  never  obtained  re- 
dress  of  any  sort.  Is  he  never  to  have 
it  ?  Is  he,  on  the  contrary,  still  to  be 
charged  with  the  crime  to  prove,  or  to 
try  him  for  which,   his   accusers   did  not 

venture   to   attempt  ? The   public  are 

mu(  h  indebted  to  him  for  thus  cjtusing  the 
subject  to  be  revived  and  again  discussed. 
It  makes  us  look  back  to  the  times  of  the 
power  of  "  the  great  statesman  now  no  more." 
It  brings  up  again  the  merits  of  that  great 
cause  that  was  before  the  public  16  years 
ago.  It  reminds  us  of  the  acts  that  were 
then  done,  and  tends  to  hand  them  down 
to  our  children,  jast  now  beginning  to  be 

able    justly   to    estimate    them. -Such 

men  as  the  great  coat  renderer  call  for 
"unanimity;"  they  are  always  bawling 
out  to  the  people  to  "  join  heart  and  hand 
against  the  enemy,"  that  they  may  go 
quietly  on  making,  or  rendering,  great 
coats  and  the  like.  But,  at  the  same  time, 
they  fail  not  to  bawl,  with  equal  loudness. 
Jacobin  and  Traitor.  This  is  their  way  of 
producing  unanimity!  But,  the  truth  is, 
this  they  must  do,  or  give  way  at  once  in  all 
the  political  contests.  They  have  neither 
fact  nor  argument  wherewith  to  meet  their 
adversaries,  and,  therefore,  they  must 
resort  to  personal  abuse,  to  personal  im- 
putations, to  charges  of  some  sort  or 
other;  or,  they  must  hold  their  tongues. 
Hold  their  tongues  they  cannot,  they 
dure  not  ;  and,  of  course,  out  must  come 
the  abuse  and  the  false  charges. — — 
These  men  are,  however,  now  driven 
up  into  a  corner.  They  are  beset  with 
difficulties.  They  do  not  like  the  look*, 
of  Napoleon's  fleets  and  armies.  They 
smell  powder.  They,  in  the  language  oi- 
the  Courier  (for  the  Morning  Post  has 
cowed  doivn)  talk  of  "  the  Lurdettite  Lu'i 
very ;"  but,  then,  again  they  are  cheeked^ ; 


mi 


FOJUITICAL  R£GIST£R.--iJfr.  hemaitrc. 


[144 


wUen  they  reflect,  that  these  are  the  peo- 
ple, all  the  people,  whom  they  call  Bur- 
dettites;  and,  with  this  reflection  in  their 
ipinrls,  they  cast  their  eyes  across  the  cliannel, 
*Ihe  Livery  of  London  are  a  fair  specimen 
of  all  the  men  of  sz/ictw  in  England,  and 
what  is  to  become  of  England,  if  all  men 
of  sinews  are  Burdettites,  and  all  the  Bur- 

■dettites  traitors? These  accusers  are, 

therefore,  now  in  a  very  sad  dilemma. 

There  was  a  time  when  their  accusations 
were  attended  with  no  apparent  danger. 
But,  now  the  matter  grows  a  little  serious. 
They  cannot  now  deny,  that  imminent 
danger  from  without  is  approaching. 
They  feel  it  loo  ;  and,  though  they  mor- 
tally hate  "  the  Burdettite  Livery,"  they 
are  aware,  that  the  time  may  come,  when 
*'  the  Burdettite  Livery"  may  be  wanted. 
Would  I  hey  not  do  well,  then,  to  be- 
think them,  while  there  is  time,  of  a  change 
of  tone ;  or,  at  least,  of  a  suspension  of 
their  accusations  ?  Let  us  hope,  however, 
that  we  are  330 w  going  to  see,  a  cha7ige  of 
syslem;  let  us  hope,  that,  there  will  now 
be  a  trial  made  of  the  effects  of  concilia- 
tion; let  us  hope,  that,  as  far  as  it  is 
possible,  we  shall  now  see  undone  what 
was  done  by  "the  great  statesman  now  no 
"  t?iore;"  let  us  hope,  that  these  accusa- 
tions will  now  cease,  and  that  those  who 
ask  for  nothing  but  their  rights  will  no 
longer  be  exposed  to  the  accusation  of 
treason;  le.t  us  hope,  that  Englishmen  will 
be  once  more  united  in  wishes  for  the  de- 
fence of  their  country  by  Inxving  nothing 
to  tempt  to  hold  cheap  that  most  import- 
ant object.  This  is  amongst  the  bejiefits 
which  we  have  a  right  to  expect  fronj  men 
not  wedded  to  the  system  of  "  the  great 
*'  statesman  now  no  more." 

W".  COBBETT. 
.  JStaie  Prison,  Newgate,  Friday, 
January  18,  181 1. 


MR.   LEMAITllE. 

Inglano. -The  Petition  of  Mr.  P.  T. 

.    Lemaitre  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
t:;  presented  by  Mr.  Grey,  now   Eakl 

■i.-;<5REY. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  the  Unit- 
ed Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
the  humble  Petition  of  P.  T.  Lemaitre, 
^  Sheweth, — That  your  petitioner  was 
arrested  in  Sept.   1794,   in  the   house  of 
Macaire,  and  Co.  watch  case  makers,  where 
he  was  articled,  under  a  warrant  from  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  charging  him 


with  high  treason;  his  books  and  papers 
were  seized  to  the  amount .  of  several 
pounds,  and  are  still  detained,  although  the 
Privy  Council,  during  several  very  long 
examinations,  never  produced  any  thing 
said  to  have  been  found  in  his  possession 
to  which  they  endeavoured  to  attach 
blame.  Your  petitioner  hoped  that  he 
had  satisfactorily  repelled  before  them  the 
charges  preferred  against  him  of  a  design 
to  assassinate  his  Sovereign,  and  beside  hiai 
own  testimony  some  respectable  friends. 
without  his  knowledge  voluntarily  pre- 
sented themselves,  and  v/ere  examined,  to 
prove  the  strong  improbability  of  his  being 
engaged  in  such  a  plot.  Yet  he  was  com- 
mitted to  the  House  of  Correction,  in  Cold 
Bath  Fields,  and  treated  there  with  the  ut- 
most brutality.  On  the  arrest  of  your 
petitioner,  his  mother  was  told  by  one  of 
the  officers  that  they  had  seized  enough  in 
his  possession  to  hang  him,  and  that  she 
must  expect  to  see  him  no  more  until  she 
saw  him  go  to  the  gallows.  She  was  put 
to  bed  and  rose  no  more.  She  died  in 
about  two  months.  On  this  occasion, 
Aris,  the  keeper  of  the  Cold  Bath  Fields 
prison,  had  the  inhumanity  to  order  two 
persons  whom  his  deputy  had  directed  to 
attend  your  petitioner  in  strong  convul- 
sions, to  quit  his  chamber,  and  leave  him 
to  his  fate,  v/hich  they  did,  supposing,  as 
they  informed  him  on  his  recovery,  he 
could  never  survive  this  treatment. — Thus 
torn  from  his  business,  ease,  and  comfort, 
your  petitioner  passed  the  severe  winter 
of  ITQi^nd  1795,  in  a  cold  damp  cell, 
and  still  he  occasionally  suflfers  by  a  com- 
plaint contracted  in  this  place.  His  friends 
were  refused  admittance,  his  father  and 
cousin  (Macaire)  alone  excepted,  even  a 
taylor  was  not  allowed  to  measure  him,  for 
mourning;  all  parcels  coming  to  or  going 
from  him  were  closely  searched  in  the  pri- 
son, and  in  this  examination  they  found 
their  account,  as  they  could  select  the  arti- 
cles they  chose  for  their  own  wear  ;  and 
when  your  petitioner  complained,  to  the 
keeper,  Aris,  that  be  had  been  plundered  of 
a  month's  linen,  &c.  he  said  he  could  do 
nothing  in  it,  unless  your  petitioner  chose 
t^have  the  lodgings  of  all  the  turnkeys 
searched:  an  indiscriminate  and  fruitless 
measure,  your  petitioner  did  not  consent 
to  adopt.  Robbed  of  health,  peace,  and 
property,  your  petitioner  left  this  place  on 
^.300  bail  in  May,  1795,  and  immediately 
on  his  liberation  went  to  the  house  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Wm.  Pitt,  then  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  to  demand  the  necessary 


145] 


JANUARY  19,  l6]\.~^Mr.  Lemaiire, 


tf46 


documents  in  orcler  to  institute  a  prosecu- 
tion against  the  pai'ties,  by  whose  machina- 
tions he  had  so  severely  suffered.  After 
some  time  he  was  referred  to  the  Privy 
Council^  but  his  application  to  their  lord- 
ships was  unsuccessful.  The  following 
year,  1790,  your  petitioner  was  surprised 
with  the  intelligence  that  a  bill  of  indict- 
ment for  high  treason  had  been  found 
against  him  at  the  Old  Bailey.  He  imme- 
diately surrendered  to  the  court,  and  was 
committed  to  Newgate,  Some  weeks  after 
this  he  was  arraigned  at  the  bar,  when, 
strange  as  it  may  appear  for  the  first  time 
in  his  life  your  petitioner  met  here,  a  man, 
Crosfield,  and  held  up  his  hand  with  him, 
v^hom  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  he  had 
never  seen  or  heard  of  before,  but  with 
whom  he  was  charged  with  conspiring  the 
King's  death.  Some  months  after  this, 
your  petitioner  was  again  pnt  to  the  bar 
and  acquitted;  Mr.  Attc>;ney  General  de- 
daring  ht  had  no  eviJence  to  produce 
against  him.  But,  youi  Hon.  Hoose  will 
observe  that  this  summary  discharge  did 
not  acquit  vour  petit'oner  of  any  of  the 
expences  of  a  defence,  the  great  amcuni 
of  which  to  a  private  individual  without 
fortune  is  exceedingly  opprev  ive,  nor  was 
this  the  whole  extent  of  the  pecuniary  loss 
incurred  by  your  petitioner  Kis  agree- 
mems  with  Messrs.  Macaire,  ai»u  Co.  ex- 
acted of  him  for  every  day's  absence  from 
business  9  shilliags,  on  which  account  be 
paid  upwards  of  an  hundred  guineas.— -In 
April,  1798,  your  petitioner  was  again 
seized,  and  again  committed  fo  Newgate, 
on  charges  of  "  treasonable  practices," 
where  after  he  had  been  confined  about  a 
year  he  was  attacked  violently  with  spasms 
Ml  the  stomach,  and,  once  more  in  a  prison, 
his  life  was  despaired  of.  Your  petitioner 
earnestly  solicited  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  that  he  might  be  brought  to  trial, 
but  received  no  answer.  From  this  prison 
on  the  10th  August,  1799,  your  petitioner 
ti'as  removed  to  Reading  Jail,  where  his 
gpasmodic  complaint  again  returned,  on 
vrhich  occasion  he  met  with  the  reverse  of 
the  humane  treatment  he  had  before  expe- 
rienced in  Newgate.  Your  petitioner  re- 
mained here  until  the  2d  of  March,  1801, 
■when  he  was  ordered  to  town,  and  taken 
before  Mr.  Justice  Ford,  in  Bow  Street, 
who  offered  to  liberate  him  on  condition 
of  giving  his  own  recognizance  to  appear 
on  the  first  day  of  the  ensuing  term  in 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench.  But,  as  the 
Privy  Cnuncil  had  refused  to  tell  him  on 
ius  examiiif^ioB  in  1798,  on  what  specific 


charge,  he  had  been  arrested, your  petition 
er  refused  to  enter  into  the  recognizance 
demanded  of  him,  until  ho  could  learn 
the  real  grounds  of  accusation  on  which 
he  hid  been  three  years  detained  in  vari- 
ous prisons.  On  his  refusal  to  accede  to  the 
terms  proposed,  your  petitioner  was  taken 
from  this  office  to  the  Parliament  Street 
Hotel,  whence  he  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land, desiring  to  be  liberated  without  any 
condition  or  recognizance.  Your  petition- 
er received  no  answer,  but  was  committed 
the  same  afternoon  to  Tothill  Fields  pri- 
son, in  which  new  hardships  awaited  him, 
for  either  he  must  submit  to  be  lodged  iri 
an  apartment  destitute  of  every  accommo- 
dation, wherein  to  exclude  the  incle- 
mencies of  the  season  he  must  shut  out  tlie 
light,  the  window  not  being  glazed,  he 
must  associate  with  feloss  at  the  rate  of 
35  shillings  per  week,  or  pay  two  guineas 
a!!d  a  half  per  week  for  his  board  and 
lodging.  The  state  of  your  petitioner's 
heaUh  demanded  that  he  should  reject  the 
first,  his  character  and  feelings  would  not 
allow  him  to  submit  to  the  second,  and 
thus  he  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  to 
preserve  his  health,  and  avoid  the  worst 
society,  to  incur  aa  expence  in  this  pro- 
tracted season  of  snffering  beyond  his 
power  to  discharge,  wifhoct  a  painful  de- 
pendance  on  friends,  whose  resources  he 
had  already  exhausted.  In  this  situation 
your  petitioner  again  appealed  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  but  his  Grace  directed 
that  he  should  be  allowed  (3nly  '20  shillings 
per  week,  leaving  ^1.  12.  6.  to  be  paid 
by  himself.  By  stat.  7  of  ^Villiam  3  cap. 
it  is  enacted  that  no  person  shall  be 


prosecuted  for  treason,  unless  it  be  against 
the  king's  person  three  years  after  the  fact 
is  committed.  The  Habeas  Corpus  Act 
was  now  in  /(<rce.  Your  petitioner  there- 
fore, having  since  his  last  arrest  been  con- 
fined three  years,  thought  the  law  would 
liberate  him.  Lord  Kenyon  was  applied 
to  for  an  Habeas,  but  he  refused  to  grant 
one,  a!id  referred  your  petitioner  to  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  in  the  ensuing  term. 
But  before  the  first  day  of  term  when 
your  petitioner  was  to  have  been  brought 
up  to  the  Court,  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act 
was  again  suspended.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances your  petitioner  submitted  to 
the  terras  of  deration  again  offered  to 
him  through  the  personal  medium  of  Mr. 
Ford,  and  was  liberated  on  the  25th  of 
April  last.  On  the  11th  inst.  your  peti- 
tioner addressed  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  aoiemorial  giving  a  detail  of  the 
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above  particulars,  and  requesting  to  be  re- 
imbursed his  immediate  expences.  To 
this  application  no  answer  has  been  made. 

By  every  consideration  yourpetitioner 

,is  now  invited  to  appeal  to  your  Hon. 
House.  Did  your  petitioner  feel  in  the 
smallest  degree  culpable,  he  would  court 
obscurity,  and  silently  submit  to  the  ruin 
that  unavoidably  follows  snch  an  age  of 
suffering,  having  been  confined  a  great 
part  of  the  period  between  eighteen  and 
twenty-five  years  of  age.  But  your  peti- 
tioner assures  your  Hon.  House,  that  he 
has  innocently  incurred  the  injuries  he  has 
endured,  and  such  your  petitioner  humbly 
submits  is  the  presumption  arising  from 
the  protraction  of  imprisonment,  beyond 
the  period  limited  by  the  statute  already 
alluded  to  lor  the  trial  of  persons  accused 
of  treason  (except  on  the  king's  person, 
with  which  your  petitioner  was  not 
charged)  iuasmuch  as  were  yourpetitioner 
gudty  even  in  t/iejudi^/nenc  of  his  Majesti/'s 
then  ministers,  it  would  leave  them  without 
excuse,  and  guilty  lliemselves  of  a  high 
misdemeanour  of  neglect,  and  breach  of 
public  duty  to  his  Majesty  and  their  coun- 
try, for  suffering  a  traitor  to  escape  for 
ever  without  bringing  him  to  trial.  Your 
petitioner,  therefore,  humbly  prays  your 
Hon.  House  to  t^ke  his  case  into  your  con- 
sideration, and  for  such  relief  or  the  adop- 
tion of  such  measures  as  your  Hon.  House 
in  your  vvisdosn  these  circumstances  may 

seem   to  require. ^And  your  petitioner 

ihall  ever  pray. P.  T.  Lemaitse. 

June  I,  ISOl. 


Report  of  Proceedings,  in  the  Trial  of  an  Ac- 
tion, brought  bj/  Mu.  P.  T.  Lemaitre 
against  Jacks,  for  defamation. — Tried, 
in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  Guildhall, 
on  Wednesday/,  the  1  Qth  January,  1 S II . 

This  was  an  action  for  words  spoken  in 
defamation  of  Plaintiffby  defendant. 

Mr.  Terry  opened  the  pleadings. 

Mr.  Garuow  stated  the  Plaintiff's  case. 
He  said  it  became  his  duty  to  address  his 
Lordship  and  the  Jury  upon  a  case  of  no 
ordinary  importance,  whether  it  was  con- 
sidered in  reference  to  the  rights  of  an  in- 
dividual or  of  the  privileges  of  well  regu- 
lated society  in  general— it  was  indeed  a 
case  of  that  weight,  that  though,  since  last 
he  had  addressed  a  jury,  he  doubted  much 
if  ever  he  or  a  jury  should  again  hear  his 
Toice  within  a  Court  of  Justice,  yet  he  had 
not  cared  if  his  absence  had  been  lengthen- 
•d  out  another  day,  that  his  Client  might 


have  the  advantage  of  having  this  catise 
opened  to  them  by  his  Learned  Friend 
upon  his  right  hand  (Mr.  Topping).  The 
Plainiilf  in  this  case,  Mr.  Lemaitre,  Was 
well  known  to  them  ;  be  had  resided  for 
ten  years  in  the  City  of  London,  in  'the 
same  house,  surrounded  by  the  same 
friends,  in  the  same  neighbourhood  where 
he  had  for  that  time  uniformly  conducted 
himself  as,  and  was  known  as  a  tender 
husband,  and  the  decorous  father  of  a  fa- 
mily faithfully  discharging  all  the  duties 
of  an  honest  industrious  citizen.  In  this 
situation  he  discovers,  from  a  coinmunita- 
tion  made  to  his  friends,  that  an  attack,  as 
unexpected  as  it  was  gross  and  unpco- 
voked,  has  been  made  upon  his  character. 
He  sees  himstlf  represented  in  the  News- 
papers as  a  convicted  traitor,  and  held 
forth  in  that  odious  light  to  his  fellow  ci- 
tizens. A  charge  of  this  nature  must  of 
course  have  had  retrospective  tendency, 
but  it  could  be  proved  that  no  part  of  Mr. 
Lemaitre's  antecedent  life  could  warrant 
so  severe  an  imputation;  the  circum- 
stances, however,  which  had  been  made 
the  pretence  of  that  charge,  he  should  ex- 
plain to  the  Jury.  ,Some  years  ago  many 
well  meaning  men  had  been  led  into  an 
association  for  the  laudable  purpose  of 
furthering,  by  all  Constitutional  means, 
what  appeared  to  them  the  great  and  de- 
sirable object  of  a  Reform  in  Parliament; 
of  these  Mr.  Lemaitre  was  one  ;  to  these 
other  men  contrived  to  add  themselves, 
professii>g  the  same  ostensible  object,  but 
who  were  far  from  being  influenced  by 
the  same  honest  views.  The  designs  of, 
such  evil  men,  together  with  the  urgent 
dangers  of  the  crisis,  excited  more  than 
ordinary  suspicion  and  alarm  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  and  the  great  men  who 
then  presided  thought  it  necessary  to  sus- 
pend for  a  time  that  great  bulwark  of  the 
rights  of  Englishmen,  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act.  In  the  midst  of  the  alarnt,  Mr.  Le- 
maitre, at  that  time  but  eighteen  years  of 
age,  had  become  an  object  of  the  suspicion 
of  Government,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the 
youthful  ardour  and  indiscretion  of  his 
zeal  in  a  good  cause,  rather  than  from  any 
actual  concern  in  a  bad  one.  Mr.  Le- 
maitre was  arrested  upon  suspicion  of  se- 
ditious practices  ;  and  upon  being  brought 
to  his  trial  his  Majesty's  Attorney  Gene- 
ral acknowledged  he  had  no  evidence 
as^ainst  him,  and  he  was  discharged.  Now 
he  would  ask,  were  these  circumstances 
to  warrant  any  other  man  in  branding  him 
as  a  convicted  traitor— if  they  were,  wh». 


could  be  safe— what  was  the  use  of  trial  or 
what  the  advantage  of  acquittal,  if  any 
miscreant  could  wiih  impunity  charge  an 
innocent  man  with  accusations  the  most 
foul  and  injurious;  but  he  would  ask 
what,  in  such  circumstances,  would  have 
been  the  conduct  of  any  Christian  man, 
in  adverting  to  any  such  topic — what 
might  be  expected  from  common  charity 
in  judging  or  in  speaking  of  circumstances 
which  had  involved  an  innocent  man  in 
sufferings,  under  the  consequences  of  which 
he  yet  laboured  ;  for  the  corporeal  infirmi- 
ties brought  down  on  Mr.  Lemaitre,  by 
his  imprisonment  at  that  period,  he  would 
perhaps  feel  as  long  as  he  lived.  Yet, 
under  all  these  afllicting  circumstances,  of 
which  Mr.  Jacks,  the  Defendant,  could 
not  have  been  ignorant,  Mr.  Jacks  comes 
forth,  in  open  day,  in  a  full  assembly  of 
the  Common  Council,  and  reports  and 
publishes  Mr.  Lemaitre  as  a  convicted 
traitor — the  man  who,  after  a  long  impri- 
sonment upon  suspicion,  merely  vvas  ac- 
<]uitted  without  any  opening.  Had  Mr. 
Lemaitre  ever  dreaded  or  shrunk  from  en- 
quiry ?  No,  he  had  all  along  courted  it, 
and  had  even  subsequently  petitioned 
against  a  Bill  before  Parliament,  tor  in- 
demnifying certain  conduct  at  that  time. 
The  circumstances  more  immediately  con- 
nected with  the  fact  of  defamation,  he 
should  briefly  state — a  debate  took  place 
in  the  Court  of  Common  Council,  upon  the 
question  of  a  Reform  in  Parliament  ;  the 
conduct  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  came  indi- 
rectly to  be  questioned  or  applauded  ac- 
cording as  the  respective  spertkers  thought 
of  his  merits  or  demerits.  Here,  were  he 
disposed  to  question  the  privileges  of  this 
City     Parliament,    he    mi<;ht    say,    that 


such  a  debate  might  be  carried  on  without 
necessarily  involving  slander  against  any 
one  ;  and  that  those  privileges  could 
never  have  been  meant  to  extend  to 
the  justihcation  of  such  slander.  Let 
no  one,  however,  now  go  forth  and 
say  that  he  had  been  treating  the  Com- 
mon Council  with  disrespect.  He  was 
not  only  incapable  of  treatii-g  that  body 
with  contempt,  but  he  felt  for  that 
Court  the  greatest  possible  respect.  But, 
to  proceed,  it  seems,  says  Mr.  Garrow, 
that  there  had  boen  great  speaking  on  this 
day 4  some  very  fine  speeches  ;  among 
others,  Mr.  Qum  spoke,  who  I  understand 
is  a  great  orator  (a  laugh)  ;  I  speak  it  se- 
riously ;  I  have  been  so  informed  :  I  can- 
not speak  of  my  own  knowledge,  and  in- 
deed I  have  often  rccjretted  that  my  avo- 
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cations  in  this  Court  did  not  allow  me  to 
attend  the  Common  Council  on  those  days, 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  myself  (a 
laugh) :  had  I  done  so,  you.  Gentlemen, 
might  have  had  a  much  better  speech  than 
you  can  now  reasonably  expect  from  me 
(a  laugh)  ;  but  after  Mr.  Quin  sat  down, 
up  rose  Mr.  Jacks,  and  what  think  ye. 
Gentlemen,  was  Mr.  Jacks*  mode  of  rea- 
soning ;  the  object  of  it,  I  am  first  to  tell 
you,  was  to  establish  the  demerit  of  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  And  how  does  he  en- 
deavour to  compass  that  object?  If  he  had 
descanted  on  the  general  conduct,  or  the 
particular  acts  of  that  honourable  Baronet's 
public  life,  and  had  endeavoured  to  shew 
that  that  course  of  conduct,  or  those  facts, 
did  not  deserve  the  public  confidtnce,  I 
could  understand  that  whether  lie  was 
right  or  wrong  in  his  opinion,  he  was  fair- 
ly trying  to  persuade  O'hers  to  think  as  he 
did  ;  but  no,  this  was  not  the  course  pur- 
sued by  Mr.  Jacks;  after  saying  all  he 
could  against  Sir  Francis,  upon  his  own 
grounds,  he  steps  out  upon  other,  and 
dragging  in  the  character  and  feelings  of 
an  innocent  man,  asks  his  hearers,  "  What 
ought  the)'  to  think  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
associating,  as  he  did,  with  such  convicted 
traitors  as  Despard,  O'Connor,  and  Le- 
maitre ?"  So  that  his  argument  was  this  : 
You  cannot  think  too  badly  of  Sir  Francis 
Burdett ;  and  why,  because  he  associates 
with  such  a  convicted  traitor  as  Lemaitre: 
thus  does  he  top  his  climax  of  accusation 
against  the  character  of  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett, by  holding  it  forth  as  a  stamp  of  the 
vilest  ignominy,  he  having  associated  with 
such  a  convicted  traitor  as  my  client;  and, 
Gentlemen,  is  this  to  be  borne  r  What  is 
to  become  of  the  characters  or  feelings  of 
men,  if  they  are  thus  slanderously  and 
ruinously  to  be  violated  and  sported  with? 
— So  much  for  the  offence  itself:  and  now. 
Gentlemen,  we  shall  see  how  far  that  of- 
fence was  aggravated  by  the  subsequent 
conduct  of  Mr.  Jacks.  My  client  on 
hearing  of  this  wanton  slander,  instead  of 
allowing  it  to  provoke  him  into  the  com- 
mission of  any  corresponding  outrage, 
sends  a  friend  to  Mr  Jacks,  and  in  tem- 
perate measured  language  applied  for  such 
an  explanation,  or  apology,  as  under  such 
circumstances  the  injured  party  might  ex- 
pect, and  no  well  regulated  mind  would 
have  refused  ;  but  instead  of  Mr.  Jacks 
making  any  acknowledgment,  either  de- 
nying the  offensive  words  or  die  intention 
of  offending  ;  instead  of  saying,  "  I  do  not 
recollect  using  the  word  traitor,  or  if  it 
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did  esqape  me  in  the  heat  of  debate,  m  the 
effervescence  of  iiiy  eloquence,  I  am  sorrv 
for  it,  and  from  what  I  have  since  learned 
I  now  acknowledge  that  the  word  does  not 
apply  to  you;"  but  no,  nothing  of  ail  this 
from  Mr.  Jacks,  and  here  I  would  not  trust 
my  memory,  so  astonished  was  I,  and  no 
doubt  must  you.  Gentlemen,  be  when  you 
hear  his  cool,  well  considered,  deliberate 
reply  to  the  man  he  had  so  cruelly  in- 
jured; so  astonished  was  I  when  I  first  saw 
it,  that  I  should  be  afraid  to  trust  my  me- 
mory, and  shall  therefore  read  it  to  you 
from  the  original,  which  I  now  hold  in  my 
hand,  and  which  will  be  given  in  evidence 
to  you  by  and  by;  it  begins  thus:  "I 
have  spoken  to  several  of  my  friends  who 
■were  present  that  day  at  the  Common 
Council, none  of  whom  remember  my  hav- 
ing used  the  expressions  complained  of, 
and  several  of  them  have  no  recollection 
of  your  name  having  been  mentioned  by 
me ;  besides,  in  any  of  the  newspapers  I 
have  seen,  I  have  not  observed  in  any  of 
them  such  expressions  attributed  to  me." 
—Here,  Gentlemen,  allow  me  one  word, 
Mr.  Jacks  says  that  several  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council  did  not  hear 
Mr.  Lemaitre's  name  mentioned,  and  what 
does  all  this  prove  ?  Why  that  Mr.  Jacks, 
eloquent  a  Gentleman  as  he  is,  was  not 
heard,  perhaps  not  attended  to  by  every 
Member  of  the  Common  Council  through- 
oat  the  whole  of  his  speech  !  Are  the 
Members  of  that  Court  so  few  in  number } 
My  Learned  Friend,  the  Common  Serjeant, 
could  assist  us  here  ;  there  are  I  believe 
about  200  Members,  and  the  room  is  large 
and  commodious,  for  I  have  been  there.  I 
remember  I  went  as  a  beggar,  and  most 
generously  did  the  CouiMioH  Council  treat 
me.  I  made  them  a  speech ;  that  to  be 
sure  would  have  been  no  recommendation 
had  it  not  been  a  .short  one.  They  gave 
me  200/.  in  aid  of  a  most  excellent  cha- 
rity, the  Sea-bathing  Infirmary,  so  Gentle- 
men you  will  judge  whether  I  have  not 
good  reason  to  feel  all  respect  for  that 
body,  and  not  the  less  so  as  1  am  shortly 
again  to  pay  my  respects  to  them  in  a 
Tisit  upon  a  similar  occasion,  when  I  have 
UO  doubt  of  experiencing  the  same  liberal 
reception.  (A  laugh!)  But,  Gentlemen, 
Mr.  Jacks  further  says  in  this  paper,  that 
the  newspapers  he  had  seen,  made  no 
Miention  of  those  slanderous  expressions. 
I  can  tell  him  why  they  did  not,  because 
they  did  not  think  fit  to  subject  themselves 
to  a  prosecution,  and  I  could  produce  some 
•f  those  Gentlemen  vvho  are  in  the  habit 


of  taking  reports,  who  not  only  heard  t^e 
words  as  spoken,  but  who  demurred  as  to 
the  safety  of  inserting  them.  He  coylci 
produce  one  of  those  who  had  dissuad,e(3[_ 
others  from  reporting  the  defamalor^ 
words  upon  a  well-grounded  apprehension 
of  this  sort.  Tjhose  gentlemen  evihce(j| 
not  abilities  only,  but  discretion  in  the  dis- 
charge of  that  duty,  for  as  they  might  well 
say  to  one  another,  "  Whether  the  Parlia- 
ment at  Westminster,  or  the  Parliament  in 
the  City,  or  this  Court,  or  that  Court  have> 
or  have  not  their  peculiar  privileges,  this 
we  must  know,  that  we  have  no  such  pri- 
vileges, and  that  if  we  publish  the  libel  we 
hear,  it  will  be  poor  consolation  to  us  that 
the  libeller  can  stand  on  his  privileges  if 
we,  however,  are  to  stand  in  the  pillory .'* 
(A  laugh  !)  But,  Gentlemen,  to  go  on 
with  this  paper,  Mr.  Jacks  having  said 
thus  much,  arrogantly  adds— so  arrogant- 
ly that  I  was  going  to  say  what  I  am  glad 
did  not  escape  me.  What  Gentleman  ever 
before  heard  it  claimed  as  the  right  of  a 
British  subject,  as  a  part  of  his  public  duty; 
to  deal  out  against  another  the  most  op- 
probrious and  destructive  slanders  ?  If 
such  has  been  JMr.  Jacks's  notion  of  hid 
public  duty,  1  shall  this  day  set  him  right, 
I  shall  tell  him  not  with  my  feeble  voice, 
but  by  your  verdict,  that  he  has  no  such 
right,  and  that  the  use  he  has  made  of 
the  right  he  had  was  a  gross  abuse  of  it. 
What  had  my  Client  to  do  with  the  quesr 
tion  ?• — Why  was  his  feelings  to  be  torn 
anew  by  so  sudden  and  gross  an  attack 
upon  his  character  r — If  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett,  or  any  other  person  obnoxious  to  Mr. 
Jacks  be  introduced  into  debate,  can  Mr. 
Jacks  find  no  other  way  of  expressing  his 
dislike  of  him  than  by  starting  up  upon 
his  legs  to  throw  out  calumnies  against  an 
innocent  man,  who  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  case  in  question  ;  starting  up  upon 
his — I  was  going  to  say  upon  his  hinder 
legs — (A  laugh  ;)  and  yet  the  words  might 
not  have  been  so  extravagant,  for  (my 
Lord  I  dare  say  remembers  it)  when  the 
new  room  was  first  fitted  out  for  the 
Common  Council,  Mr.  Bearcroft  was 
heard  to  say,  that  the  room  was  so  fine  a 
room,  it  might  tempt  a  very  dog  to  speak 
in  it — (A  laugh.)  But  seriously,  thus  in-" 
jured,  what  is  a  man  to  do  ?  I  might 
feel  provoked  to  pull  the  nose  of  the  ca- 
lumniator, or  to  kick  him  ;  but  no,  this  I 
dare  not  do.  I  must  not  break  the  King's 
Peace — then  where  am  I  to  go  for  redress 
but  to  a  Jury  of  my  country  ?  My  Client 
comes  before  you  ;    he  submits  to  you  hii 
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complaint,  and  asks  you,  is  it  met  by  the 
haughty  privilege  pleaded  by  the  Dtfen- 
<iant,  a  privilege  that  claims  the  right  of 
saying  all  sorts  of  things,  of  all  sorts  of 
persons ;  either  Mr.  Jacks  had  infolrma- 
tion  concerning  my  Client's  history,  or  he 
had  not ;  if  he  had,  he  must  have  known 
he  had  been  acquitted  without  an  opening, 
and  therefore  he  must  have  known  that 
\vhat  he  was  saying  was  calumny,  or  if  he 
had  not,  then  was  he  responsible  for  ca- 
lunmiating  a  man,  of  whose  true  history 
he  was  ignorant.  But  what  gave  the  sting 
to  this  calumny  is  the  fact,  that  Mr.  Le- 
nlaitre  had  been  suspected  of  seditious 
practices  ;  we  wish   to   conceal   nothing, 
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s  conlined  upon  suspicion  ;  but 
was  fully  acquitted.  The  greatest  injury 
you  can  do  a  man  in  this  metropolis,  and 
1  state  it  with  a  feeling  of  satisfaction,  is 
to  spread  a  suspicion  of  his  loyalty,  let 
him  be  generally  believed  to  be  a  disloyal 
man,  and  he  is  ruined — did  not  then  my 
Client  owe  it  to  his  wife,  his  family,  his 
friends,  to  bring  this  action  }  But  Mr. 
Jacks  would  have  a  City  Special  Jury  to 
try  this  cause,  why  out  of  the  twentj-- 
four  they  could  strike  out  none  ;  they 
might  exempt  for  either  want  of  loyalty 
or  want  of  brains ;  they  could  strike  out  no 
loyal  man  from  the  list,  they  could  find 
no  fools  there 

Lord  Ellenborougu — "  Disloyal  you 
mean,  finding  none  there,  they  could 
strike  out  none." 

Mr.  Gakrow  thanked  his  Lordship,  and 
said,  such  was  his  precise  meaning,  that 
there  was  such  untainted  loyalty  in  the 
whole  list  none  could  be  objected  to  on 
the  ground  of  disloyalty.  Mr.  Garrow 
then  adverted  to  what  he  thought  an  high 
practical  compliment  to  the  profession  of 
which  he  was  a  member 
Counsel  for  the 
maitre  on  the 
alluded  to,  but  that  circumstance  did  not 
excite  a  doubt  of  finding  in  him,  if  not  an 
able,  an  honest  Advocate  on  the  present 
occasion.  He  ridiculed  the  idea  of  bring- 
ing down  a  troop  cjf  the  members  of  the 
Common  Council  to  prove  a  negative  ;  he 
and  his  Learned  Friend  were  too  old  birds 
to  be  caught  with  such  chaff.  He  con- 
cluded by  exhorting  the  Jury  to  lay 
down  that  rule  by  their  verdict,  which 
would  do  more  to  regulate  the  order  of 
^assemblies  in  debate  than  the  Mace,  the 
authority  of  the  Chair,  or  calh;  to  order^ 
liad  yef  been  able  to  effect. 

Mc.  Samuel  Miller  was  then  called  and 


He  had  been 
Crown  against  Mr,  Le- 
occasion   he    had   before 
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examined  by  Mr.  Topping:  Knows  the. 
plainiilf  for  the  last  ten  years.  PlaintiiF 
lives  in  Castle-street,  Holborn,  and  is  by 
trade  a  watch-case  maker.  Recollect© 
being  at  ?».  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil early  in  June  last,  upon  the  subject  of 
Parliamentary  Reform.  Mr.  Quin  spoke, 
as  did  Mr.  Jacks.  Recollected  a  passage 
in  Mr.  Jacks's  speech  injurious  to  the  cha- 
racter of  the  plaintilf :  has  a  perfect  re- 
collection of  the  passage,  and  states  it  to 
be  as  follows:  "What  opinion  can  be 
formed  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  associating 
as  he  does  with  such  convicted  traitors  as 
Despard,  Lemaitre,  and  O'Connor  ?"— 
understood  the  defendant  to  mean  the 
plaintiff,  Lemaitre — had  no  doubt  that  he 
meant  him — believes  the  plaintiff" to  be  ac- 
quainted with  Sir  Francis  Burdett. 

Cross-examined  by  tho  Attorney-Ge- 
neral. That  meeting  %va3  not  called  by 
Mr.  Quin — it  was  called  in  consequence 
of  a  requisition — Mr.  Quin's  name  was 
among  the  signatures  to  that  requisition— 
the  business  was'  parliamentary  reform 
— not  the  only  business  of  the  meeting—* 
the  late  alarming  assumption  on  the  part 
of  the  House  of  Commons  was  one  of  the 
prominent  features  of  the  discussion,  as 
also  the  character "  and  conduct  of  Sir 
Francis  Burdett — heard  the  conduct  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  that  instance  re- 
probated—not severely  reprobated — in  his 
judgment  not  severely ;  the  severity- 
would  be  judged  of  according  to  the  dif- 
ferent opinions  of  the  thing  reprobated— 
could  not  give  three  lines  from  Mr.  Quin's 
speech,  though  he  heard  it  all — not  at 
that  distance  of  time — remembered  Mr. 
Jacks's  words,  because  they  contained  so 
severe  an  attack  upon  his  friend — this  is 
the  reason  why  he  remembered  them 
so  much  more  accurately  than  the  other. 
Attorney-General,  "  Did  Mr.  Quin  or  any 
other  orator  praise  Sir  Francis  Burdett  ?" 
Witness — "  I  heard  several  of  those  who 
spoke  approve  of  his  conduct."  Attorney 
General — Extol  him  as  a  patriot  of  the 
first  water !  In  the  same  way  as  I  might 
praise  Sydney  or  Lord  Russel  ?  Mr.  Jacks, 
however,,  entertained  a  different  opinion  ? 
Witness^ — He  did.  Attorney-General— 
He  controverted  that  point?  Witness- 
He  /nV(i  to  controvert  it.  Attorney-General 
Oh  1  but  he  did  controvert  it  ?  Witness- 
That  is  matter  of  opinion.  Attorney-Ge- 
neral ;  It  is  matter  of  fact,  and  you  have 
proved  that  fact ;  in  short,  you  don't  un- 
derstand the  meaning  of  the  word  contro- 
vert.   (A  laugh.)    Witness  to  one  or  two 
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other  cjuestlons  said,  that  he  had  not  heard 
the  defendant  say  ''  or  suspected  per- 
sons"— if  he  had,  thinks  he  must  have 
heard  them  ;  there  was  a  general  cry  of 
JShanie !  shame  !  on  hearing  the  defama- 
tory words— Mr.  Q.uin,  he  heard,  was 
editor  of  the  Traveller,  but  he  don't  think 
he  ever  saw  the  paper. 

Lord  Ei.LENi'.o ROUGH  then  read  from 
his  notes  tlie  wordssworn  to  by  the  witness, 
and  told  him  iie  might  then  correct  them  if 
he  saw  an  error  in  them  ;  but  the  witness 
persisted  in  swearing,  that  such  were  the 
words,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection. 

Mr.  liurcombc,  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  was  next  called.  He  was 
present  at  the  meeting,  and  within  three  or 
four  yards  of  the  defendant  while  speaking 
—he  was  speaking  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett; 
witness  felt  much  impressed  vvith  that  part 
of  the  defendant's  speech  attacking  the 
plaintiff' — the  words  were  in  substance, 
"  What  could  be  thought  of  a  man  of  that 
description,  who  associated  with  Despard, 
O'Connor,  and  Leniaitre  ?"■ — did  not  recol- 
lect the  words  "convicted  traitors"— -there 
was  a  cry  of  Shame  !  shame  !  when  the 
defendant  had  used  those  words — did  not 
hear  defendant  qualify  those  words,  re- 
Yoke  them,  or  make  any  apology  forthem. 
This  witness  was  not  cross-examined. 

Mr.  Quin  was  the  next  witness  called. 
He  was  preseut  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Common  Council  in  June  last — witness 
spoke — defendant  also  spoke — he  was  as 
near  the  defendant  as  he  then  was  to  his 
Lordship — something  about  that  distance 
— Mr.  Jacks  spoke  after  the  witness — he 
could  not  pledge  himself  to  the  exact 
words,  or  to  more  than  the  substance — 
Mr.  Jacks  said,  that  he  dificred  more  wide- 
ly than  witness  did  from  the  political  doc- 
trines of  Sir  Francis  Burdett — he  (the  wit- 
ness) having  previously  stated  in  his 
speech,  that  he  did  not  agree  in  all  the  doc- 
trines entertained  by  Sir  Francis  Burdett ; 
the  defendant  then  took  ocrasion  to  re- 
mark, in  speaking  of  Sir  Francis,  "  who 
had  associated  with  such  traitors  as  Des- 
pard, Lemaitre,  and  O'Connor" — witness 
could  not  speak  distinctly  as  to  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  names — did  not  know  whether 
the  name  of  Lemaitre  or  that  of  O'Connor 
followed  next  after  that  of  Despard,  but 
was  sure  Despard  was  the  first  name  men- 
tioned—Mh.  Jac  k>'s  words  excited  a  gene- 
rat  burst  of  indignation,  and  a  cry  of  shame  ! 
shame  !— there  was  no  apology  ollercd  by 
the  dsfendant. 


Cross-examined  by  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral.— Attorney  General.  You  gave  notice 
of  this  meeting;  you  summoned  it  ?  ^Vit- 
noss— I  did  not  ;  I  had  no  such  power.— 
WeJI,  Sir,  I  am  unacquainted  with  thp; 
forms  of  the  Common  Council ;  but  wen^ 
you  not  one  of  the  persons  who  signed  that 
requisition  ?  Unquestionably. — You  spoke 
that  day;  did  you  not?  I  did. — You  talk- 
ed of  the  alarming  assumption  of  the 
House  Of  Commons  ;  you  spoke  against 
the  conduct  of  the  House  of  Commons.?  I 
did. — Mr.  Jacks  was  of  a  difterent  opi- 
nion ?  He  was. — There  weie  some  fine 
speeches  on  that  day  .?  Mr,  Jacks  made  a 
fine  speech. — Was  there  much  speaking  ? 
Some  of  the  speeches  were  of  half  an 
hour's  contiiiuance. — Rather  long,  Mr. 
Q,uin?  I  am  not  to  judge  of  that. — 1  was 
not  asking  you,  Mr.  Quin,  your  opinion  of 
your  own  speeches  (a  laugh  ;)  but  was 
there  not  a  good  deal  of  earnestness,  of 
vehemence  amongst  the  orators }  There 
was  earnestness,  perhaps,  not  vehemence. 
— You  are  the  Editor  of  the  Traveller  }  I 
am  not ;  I  am  the  Proprietor. — You  are 
only  the  Proprietor  ;  have  you  never  been 
the  Editor,  or  were  you  not  the  Editor  of 
that  paper  at  the  time  this  meeting  was 
held  r  I  was  at  that  time  occasionally  the 
Editor. — Did  you  edit  that  paper  contain- 
ing the  report  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
Common  Council  on  that  day  ?  To  the  best 
of  my  recollection  I  am  rather  inclined  to 
think  I  did  not — To  the  best  of  your  re- 
collection! Why,  can't  you  recollect  the 
fact  whether  you  did  or  did  not  edit  it  on 
that  day?  I  cannot.  I  am  anxious  to  an- 
swer every  question  in  the  fullest  manner 
I  can.  1  tannot  say  particularly  that  I 
6.\<X  or  did  not  edit  the  paper  oh  that  day  ; 
but  this  I  can  s?y,  of  the  report  that  ap- 
peared in  the  Traveller,  that  not  a  line  of 
it  was  written  by  me,  and  that  the  report 
was  not  inspected  by  uw.. — Are  you  not 
EditQr  of  some  other  paper  ?  I  am  con- 
nected with  anocher,  the  Lnndon  Chroni- 
cle.— Did  you  edit  that  paper  upon  this 
occasion  ^  1  can  answer  th'S  question  only 
as  I  did  the  other  relating  to  the  Travel- 
ler, and  upon  the  same  principle. — What 
principle  ?  That  I  cannot  recollect  whe- 
ther 1  did  or  not;  though  1  take  it  for 
granted  that  1  did  not. — Will  you  swear 
that  you  had  not  seen  thfe  account  of  that 
debate  before  it  appeared  in  those  papers  ? 
I  might  possibly  have  seen  it ;  but  I  did 
not  read  it.  The  fact  is,  jf  your  Lordship 
will  permit  me  to  explain  iBy.s.etf,  that  no 


evening  p3per  has  an  original  report  of 
any  debate,  whether  Parliamentary  c>r 
otherwise.  Ail  evening  papers  lake  their 
reports  of  the  debates  from  some  of  the 
morning  papers;  and  this  probably  had 
been  done  before  I  saw  the  Traveller  the 
next  day.  If,  however,  I  did  see  tlie  Tra- 
veller before  this  \Ans  done,  I  am  sure  that 
in  that  case  I  took  the  fullest  report  I  found 
in  the  morning  papers  ;  and,  in  that  sense, 
may  be  said  to  have  seen  the  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  that  day,  before  they  had 
been  published  in  the  Traveller.  At  the 
same  time  stating  it  as  my  belief,  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection,  that  I  did  not  edit 
that  paper  on  the  day  following  that  de- 
bate 

Lord  Ellenborough. — "  It  would  cer- 
tainly be  more  satisfactory,  Mr.  Quin,  if 
you  could  speak  from  your  own  know- 
ledge; especially  as  your  evidence  goes 
to  a  matter  of  fact,  in  which  you  are  your- 
self personally  concerned." 

Attornky  General. — "  Will  you  take 
*  upon  yourself  to  swear  that  you  did  not 
edit  those  papers  on  the  day  following  that 
debate  ?"   Witness — I  cannot. 

Mr.  Retve  was  next  caiied,  who  stated 
the  words  used  by  the  Defendant  to  be  in 
substance  • — "  What  opinion  can  you 
form  of  Sir  Fiancis  Burdett,  who  has  asso- 
ciated with  such  traitors  as  Despard,  Le- 
maitre,  and  O'Connor  ?" — Did  not  hear 
the  v/ords,  "  or  suspected  persons ;"  if 
said,  thinks  he  must  have  heard  them  ; 
there  was  a  considerable  expression  of  dis- 
approbation  of  thooc    words — knew    the 

Plaintiff he  was  an  inhabitant  of  the 

Ward  he  represented.  This  witness  was 
not  cross-examined. 

Mr.  James,  a  partner  of  Mr.  Jacks,  the 
Defendant,  was  next  called,  and  examined 
by  Mr.  Garrow: — Witness  was  a  partner 
of  Mr.  Jacks,  but  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  rendering  the  water- proof  coats. 

Mr.  Gaukow — "  Is  not  Mr.  Jacks  a  Go- 
vernment Contractor  for  great  coats  for  the 
Army  ? — Witness — No  ;  he  only  renders 
water-proof  coats. 

Mr.  Garrow — Oh  !    he  renders  those 

coats — does   he? — well!  renders  is  anew 

''^fname  for  contracting — (A  laugh.) — Wit- 

"^^itess — I  mean  he  renders  the  coats  water- 

'■'  proof. 

Mr.  Garrow.     I  understand  you,  Sir ; 

look  at  that  paper  :  is  that  the  hand-writ- 

;.-  ing  of  Mr.  Jacks? — Witness.    No;    'tis 

"  '"mine.     Witness  then  stated,  that  the  paper 

(Mr.  Jacks's  answer  to  Mr.  Lemaitre),  had 
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been  written  down  by  him  according  to 
the  dictation  of  Mr.  Jacks  ;  it  was  dated 
the  14th  of  June,  ISIO,  and  was  as  fol- 
lows;— "  I  have  spoken  to  several  of  my 
hiends  who  were  present  at  the  Court  of 
Common  Council  on  Wednesday  last, 
none  of  whom  remember  to  have  heard 
the  words  imputed  to  me  by  Mr.  Lemai- 
tre; several  have  no  recollection  of  his 
name  having  been  mentioned,  and  I  have 
not  observed  that  any  of  the  newspapers 
have  noticed  that  circumstance;  appre- 
hending, however,  that  as  a  Member  of  the 
Coi-poratioh  of  London,  1  have  an  un- 
doubted privilege  to  deliver  my  opinions 
freely  in  that  Assembly  on  public  mea- 
sures, and  also  on  men  whose  conduct  has 
come  before  the  public  view,  I  feel  no  dis- 
position whatever  to  apologize  to  any  one, 
for  any  sentiment  or  language  uttered  by 
me  in  the  execution  of  my  public  duty  on 
that  occasion. — June  14,  1810." 

Mr.  Waithman  was  the  next  witness 
called  ;  he  was  present  at  the  Court  of 
Common  Council  ;  Mr.  Jacks  sat  opposite 
to  him,  or  as  near  him  as  the  Counsel  (Mr. 
Garrow).  Witness  was  attentive  to  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Jacks  :  he  was  speaking  of 
Sir  Francis  Burdett:  the  witness  would 
not  pledge  himself  to  more  than  the  sub- 
stance. The  defendant,  speaking  of  bir 
Francis,  said,  as  nearly  as  witness  could 
recollect,  "  who  (meaning  Sir  Francis) 
had  associated  with  such  traitors  as  Des- 
pard, Lemaitre,  and  O'Connor," — heard 
nothing  like  a  qualification  or  apology 
from  Mr.  Jacks  in  consequence  of  his  hav- 
ing uttered  those,  words  ;  knew  the  plain- 
tiff as  an  inhabitant  of  his  Ward  these 
three  or  four  years  back.  Mr.  Garrow 
was  about  to  put  the  question  as  to  the 
cry  of  shame!  shame  !  which  the  words 
had  provoked,  but  it  was  over-ruled  by 
Lord  Ellenborough. 

Lord  Ellenborough.—"  Pray  Mr. 
Waithman,  was  there  any  contemporary 
circumstance  which  occurring  then,  served 
to  fix  the  memory  of  those  expressions  ou 
your  rnind  more  forcibly  ?"— Witness, 
"  certainly  ?my  Lord,  my  mind  was  the 
more  strongly  directed  to  those  expres- 
sions by  the  burst  of  indignation  which 
they  had  excited  around  me." 

Attorney  Genekal. — "  Then  it  seem* 
it  was  the  burst  of  indignation  which  first 
directed  your  attention  to  those  expres- 
sions?"—Witness,  "  It  served  to  fix'thi 
memory  of  them  more  strongly  on  my 
mind."      Attorney  General,  *'  Did.  yon 
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take  any  part  in  that  burst  of  indigna- 
tion ?" — Witness,  "  It  is  probable  I  did." 
Attorney  General,  "  You,  then,  were  one 
of  those  who  cried  shame  ?"— Witnes=!, 
'*  I  dare  say  I  did  cry  shame."  Attorney 
General,  "  And  your  own  cry  of  shame 
directed  vour  attention  to  the  expressions 
that  excited  that  cry  ?  You  will  not  say 
that,  I  am  sure,  Mr.  Waithman  I" — Wit- 
ness, "  I  have  not  said  it;  1  say  only  that 
the  general  expression  of  disapprobation'^ 
Attorney  General, "  Excited  your  attention 
to  those  words  ?" — Witness,  "  Fixed  it, 
rather;  fixed  my  attention  more  strongly." 

Mr.  Garrow.     Here  I  rest  niy  case. 

The  Attorney  Geneual,  before  he  en- 
tered on  the  Defendant's  case,  begged 
leave  to  submit  to  his  Lordship  that  the 
case  of  the  Plaintiff"  had  not  been  made 
out.  The  first  count  must  be  given  up  at 
once  ;  the  words  stated  in  the  remaining 
five  had  not  been  proved. 

Lord  Ellenborough.  The  first  wit- 
ness, Samuel  Miller,  was  the  only  one  to 
the  first  count.  I  gave  him  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity to  correct  his  evidence  if  it  needed 
it.  He  adhered  to  that  evidence,  and  the 
words  proved  by  him  to  have  been  uttered 
were,  "  What  opinion  can  be  formed  of 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  associating,  as  he  does, 
with  such  convicted  traitors  as  Despard, 
Lemaitre  and  O'Connor ;"  how  could  Sir 
Francis  be  then  associating  with  a  man 
dead  seven  years  before  ?  Those  words 
could  not  have  been  spoken,  and  as  to  the 
words  "  convicted"  he  has  been  disproved 
by  all  the  witnesses  who  follow  him. 

Mr.  Gabrdw  contended,  that  the  alle- 
gation in  the  counts  was  sufficiently  made 
out  by  the  evidence,  if  all  the  words  al- 
leged in  the  five  first  counts  were  not  fully 
proved,  those  in  the  sixth  count  had  been 
established  beyond  a  doubt.  The  word 
traitor  had  been  proved,  but  was  inference 
nothing  ?  suppose  it  was  said  of  a  man 
that  he  was  seen  coming  out  of  public 
houses  in  company  with  profligate  charac- 
ters in  the  noon  day,  and  thai  he  constantly 
associated  witli  those  chviacrers,  was  there 
nothmg  of  calumnious  inference  nere?  but 
tyas  not  the  inference  infinitely  more 
Strong  when  one  man  is  attacked  for  asso- 
ciating with  such  a  traitor  as  another  is 
yaid  to  be  ? 

Lord  hLLENHOiioucn.  "  The  inference 
\a  that  case  is  nearer  ihe  amount  of  the  al- 
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egation,  but  it  is  not  the  precise  allega- 


tion." 

Mr.  Gakrow.  If  a  B  openly  attack? 
the  character  of  another,  because  he  asso- 
ciated with  such  a  traitor  as  C  D  is  not 
that  calling  C  Da  traitor.!* 

Aftouney  General.  My  Lord,  this  is 
an  action  for  ivords  uttered,  we  can  there- 
fore have  nothing  to  do  with  inferences 
drawn  from  words  not  laid  in  the  action. 
The  indictment  runs  "  For  that  he  spoke 
these  words." — Let  them  prove  these 
words,  otherwise  they  cannot  maintain 
their  action :  an  action  of  slander  can 
have  no  other  foundation  than  the  specific 
words  complained  of. 

Mr.  Gaurow,     "  I  do  not  the  less  prove  - 
those   specific   words,  by  proving  other 
words  to  the  same  inference  as  well  as 
those  specific  words." 

Lord  Eu>ENBOiiouG£r.  "  The  five  first 
counts  must  be  given  up;  then  as  to  the 
sixth,  where  am  I  to  look  in  the  evidence 
for  the  '  certain  words  ?'  the  word  traitor 
is  proved,  bat  nothing  more." 

Mr.  Garrow.  Then  your  Lordship 
may  reserve  the  point. 

Lord  Ellenbokough.  I  must  take  on 
myself  the  responsibility ;  the  allegations 
have  not  been  made  out :  there  must  be  a 
nonsuit. 

The  Attorney  General  then  said, 
"  My  Lord,  I  am  authorised  by  Mr.  Jacks 
to  state,  that  he  has  no  doubt  upon  his 
mind  he  never  used  the  words  imputed  to 
him  as  ascribed  to  ]Mr,  Lemaitre." 

We  understood  then,  that  in  consequfence 
of  this  apology  offered  by  Mr.  Jacks,  of 
his  never  havmg  intended  to  use  the  ex- 
pressions imputed  to  him,  Mr.  L.  was  in- 
duced to  withdraw  a  Juror,  in  preference 
to  the  nonsuit  offered  by  the  Court. 
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"  As  it  is  essential  to  the  very  being  of  Parliament  that  Elections  should  be  free, 
"  therefore,  all  undue  influences  upon  the  electors  are  illegal,  and  strongly  prohi- 
"  bited ;  for  Mr.  Locke  ranks  it  amongst  those  breaches  of  trust  in  the  executive 
"  magistrate,  which,  according  to  his  notions,  amounts  to  a  dissolution  of  government, 
"  if  he  employ  the  forc<:i,  treasure,  and  otfices  of  the  society  to  corrupt  the  reprcsen- 
"  talives,  or  openly  to  pre-engage  the  electors,  and  prescribe  what  manner  of  persons 
"  shall  be  chosen;  for,  thus  to  regulate  candidates  and  electors,  and  new-model  the 
"  ways  of  election,  what  is  it  but  to  cut  up  the  government  br  the  roots,  and  poison 
"  the  ver}^  foundation  of  public  security." — Blackstone's  Commentaries  on  the 
Laws  of  England:  Book  L  Chap.  2. 

Earl  Mulcuave. 

_^''i'  But,  my  lords,  there  is  another  kind  of  incapacity  worse  than  this,  I  mean  that 
*'  of  parliament  men's  having  such  places  in  the  exchequer,  as  the  very  profit  of 
"  them  depends  on  the  money  given  to  the  King  in  parliament.  Would  any  of  your 
"  lordships  entrust  a  man  to  make  a  bargain  for  you,  whose  very  interest  is  to  make 
"  you  give  as  much  as  he  possibly  can  ?  It  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  farce  where  an 
^'  actor  holds  a  dialogue  with  himself,  first  speaking  in  one  tone,  and  then  answering 
"  himself  in  another." — Earl  Mulgeave's  Speech,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  Dec.  22, 
1692.     Cobbeti'sFarl.Hist.roL5.p.7'l9. 

The  Great  Lord  Chatham. 

Mr.  Pitt,  when  contending  for  a  Reform  in  Parliament,  in  17S2,  told  the  House, 
that  he  personally  knew,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  his  father,  that,  "  without  recur- 
"  ring  to  first  principles  in  this  respect,  and  establishing  a  more  solid  and  equal 
«  representation  of  the  people,  by  which  the  proper  constitutional  connection  should 
"  be  revived,  this  nation,  with  the  best  capacities  for  grandeur  and  happiness  of  any 
"  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  must  be  confounded  with  the  mass  of  those  whose  liberties 
*•  were  lost  in  the  corruption  of  the  people." 

Mr.  Pitt. 

"  The  defect  of  representation  is  the  national  disease ;  and  unless  you  apply  a 
"  remedy  directly  to  that  disease,  you  must  inevitaoly  take  the  consequences  with 
"^  which  it  is  pregnant.  Without  a  Parliamentary  Reform  the  nation  will  be 
"  plunged  into  new  wars ;  without  a  Parliamentary  Reform  you  cannot  be  safe  against 
"  bad  ministers,  nor  can  even  good  ministers  be  of  use  to  you.  No  honest  man  can, 
"  according  to  the  present  system,  continue  minister." — Mr.  Pitt's  Speech,  1732. 

Mr.  Fox. 

"  The  whole  of  this  system,  as  it  is  now  carried  on,  is  as  outrageous  to  morality  as  it 
«  is  pernicious  to  just  government;  it  gives  a  scandal  to  our  character,  which  not 
"  merely  degrades  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  but  it  does  more;  - 
"  it  undermines  the  very  principles  of  integrity  in  their  hearts,  and  gives  a  fashion  to  ' 
"  dishonesty  and  imposture.     They  hear  of  a  person  giving  or  receiving  four  or  five 
"  thousand  pounds   as  the  purchase-money  of  a  seat  for  a  close  borough  ;  and  they.  ^' 
"  hear  the  very  man  who  received  and  put  into  his  pocket  the  money,  make   a  loud 
"  and  vehement  speech  in  this  House  against  Bribery  ;  and  they  see  him,  perhaps, 
*'  move  for  the  commitment  to  prison  of  a  poor  unfortunate  wretch  at  your  bar,  who.' 
"  has  been  convicted  of  taking  a  single  guinea  for  his  vote  in  the  very  borough,  per- 
"  haps,  where  he  had  publicly  and  unblushingly  sold  his  influence,  though  that.« 
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"  miseraWc  guinea  was  necessary  to  save  a  family  from  starving  under  the  horrors  of 

"  a  war  which  he  had  contributed  to  brins;  upon  the  country ••     Ihese 

"  are  the  things  th^t  paralise  you  to  the  heart ;  these  are  the  things  that  vitiate  the 
«'  whole  system,  that  spread  degeneracy,  hypocrisy,  and  sordid  fraud  over  the  country. 
"  and  take  from  lis  the  energies  of  virtue,  and  sap  the  foundations  of  patriotism  iind 
"  spirit."— Ma.  Fox's  Speech,  17'J7. 

Mr.  Grey  (now  Earl  Grev). 

"  Has  the  House  of  Commons  shown  either  vigilance  of  inquiry,  or  independence 
"  of  spirit  ?  Have  they  investigated  the  origin  of  their  misfortunes,  or  checked 
«  ministers  in  their  ruinous  career  ?  Nay,  the  very  reverse.  In  a  war  remarkable 
"  only  for  misfortune,  and  distinguished  on  our  part  solely  by  disgrace,  they  have 
"  sutlered  ministers  to  go  on  from  failure  to  failure,  adding  misfortune  to  misfortune, 
"  and  madness  to  folly,  without  either  investigation  or  inquiry.— As  a  remedy  for 
"  these  evils,  Mr.  Grey  recommended  '  a  Kelorm  of  Parliament ;  and  to  obviate  the 
'«  '  charge  of  making  complaints  without  prescribing  some  specific  mode  of  relief,  he 
"  '  proposed,  that  instead  of  92  county  members  there  should  be  113,  and  that  the 
"  '  right  of  voting  should  be!  extended  to  copyholders  and  leaseholders  w^ho  are  bound 
'^  '  to  pay  rent  for  a  certain  number  of  years.  To  prevent  compromises  he  proposed 
"  '  that  every  county  should  be  divided  into  grand  divisions,  each  of  which  should 
"  '  return  a  representative.  He  also  proposed  that  the  remaining  400  members 
"  '  should  be  returned  by  householders.'  " — Mr.  Grey's  Spe^h  in  1797. 


SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

The  Regency.' 'In  my  last  I  men- 
tioned a  Reform. of  Iks  Commons^  House  of 
Parliaviieni  as  a  measure,  which  the  people 
would  naturally  look  for  at  the  hands  of 
those,  be  they  who  they  may,  that  may 
become  the  ministers  of  the  Regent.  It  is 
now  forty  years  since  this  measure  was, 
by  men  in  high  situations  in  the  country, 
declared  to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  the 

safety   of    the   nation. Twenty  eight 

vears  ago  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Wilberfokce, 
and  Mr.  Horne  Tooke  were  all  co-ope- 
jrating  most  heartily  for  the  attainment  of 
this  object;  which  was  afterwards  taken 
vp  by  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Grey,  now  Earl 
Grey,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Tierney,  Mr. 
"Whitbread,  and  others;  and  it  is  now 
called  for  by  all  that  description  of  per- 
sons, taking  an  active  part  in  public  af- 
fairs, at  the  head  of  whom  his  talents  and 
Lis  well-tried  devotion  to  public  freedom 

have   placed  Sir  Fuancis  Bukdett. 

This  is  not,  then,  a  trifling  matter.  It  is 
not  a  matter  that  can  be  put  aside  easily. 
It  is  not  a  nine  day's  wonder.  A  thing 
tliat  rises  up  and  makes  a  hubbub,  and 
then  sinks  down  again.  It  is  a  great  ques- 
tion, in  which  every  man,  who  has  any 
thing  worth  the  name  of  property,  feels 
that  he  has  an  interest.  It  is  a  question 
that  hasdiy^ed  frpmiather  to  son.  It  is,  in 
•hQ^iiTii'acataf^i^wt^i-'^  which,  on  the  part  of 
"tljg:$e^>ep,y^j'n^^r'M^iven  up.— i./!// 


the  men,  who  have,  at  the  different  stages 
of  the  contest,  stood  on  the  side  of  reform, 
cannot  have  been  wrong.  This  is  not  to  be 
believed  ;  and,  therefore,  to  treat  those 
who  now  call  for  reform  as  "  wild  theo- 
"  rists,"  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  extremely 

impudent. As  to  the  principles,  upon 

which  the  demand  of  reform  is  made,  they 
have  been  so  often  discussed,  and  are  so 
Well  understood,  that  it  would  be  waste  of 
time  to  say  much  about  them  ;  neverthe- 
less, a  short  and  plain  view  of  them  may 
not,  upon  this  occasion,  be  altogether  use- 
less.  Ours  is  a  government,  consisting 

of  three  Branches.  The  King,  who  is  in- 
vested with  certain  prerogatives  in  order 
that  he  may  be  an  efficient  Executive  Ma- 
gistrate, and,  that  his  power  may  be  the 
more  solid  and  durable,  he  possesses  his 
office  and  prerogatives  by  heirship.  The 
Peers,  who  form  a  House  by  themselves, 
and  who  are  the  guardians  of  their  own 
and  their  families'  properties  and  freedom. 
The  third  Branch  is  that  of  the  Commons, 
that  is  to  say,  all  the  nation,  except  the 
Peers  ana  the  Royal  Family.  The  three 
Branches  together  form  the  Legislature^ 
and  the  King  is  tlie  executor  of  the  laws. 

■ The  Commons'  House  arose  out  of  the 

maxim,  that  men  ought  not  to  be  governed 
by,  or  subjected  to,  laws,  to  which  they 
have  not  given  tlteir  assent;  and,  indeed,  it 
is  this  maxim  whiqh  alone  distinguishes 
free  from  despotic  government,  the  former 
meaning  a  govenuueat  exercised  by  th* 
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people's  assent,  and  the  latter  a  govern- 
ment by  the  ruler's  will.— ^ — But,  there  is 
a  maxim  of  more  confined  and  familiar 
meaning,  which  we  are  accustomed  to  re- 
peat, and  which  is  taught  bv  all  the  emi- 
nent writers  on  our  constitutioi!  ;  namely, 
that  Engliskmen  ought  not  to  be  TAXED 

tciihout  their  own  coment. This,  after  all 

is  said  and  done,  is  the  point  to  which  we 
must  always  come.  This  is  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  our  government.  This  is  the  prin- 
ciple which  distinguishes  it  from  all  others, 
except  that  of  America,  which  is  of  Eng- 
lisli  descent.  This  is  the  great  principle 
contended  for  in  the  times'  of  Magna 
Charta.  It  was  for  this  principle  that 
Hampden  made  his  stand,  and,  rather  than 
pay  20  shillings  in  a  tax  imposed  on  him 
without  his  consent,  he  ventured  his  whole 
fortune  and  his  life  in  a  contest,  which  fi- 
nally cost  him  the  latter  in  the  field,  but 
which  brought  his  ill-advised  sovereign  to 
perish  on  a  scaffold,  and  which  brought  the 
greater  part  of  the  advisers  to  a  death  still 
more  ignominious.  It  is  for  this  principle, 
that,  at  bottom,  all  the  contests  between 
the  kings  and  the  people  of  England  have 
been ;  and  so  firmly  is  it  rooted  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people,  that  to  tear  it  out  you 
must  take  away  their  lives,  and,  if,  by 
means  of  corruption,  you  succeed  in  dead- 
ening it  there,  the  same  cause  will  produce 
an  apathy  as  to  all  public  matters,  an  in- 
sensibility as  to  national  honour,  and  con- 
sequently a  disregard  for  national  inde- 
pendence and  defence. He  who  laughs 

at  these  notions^,  and  who,  after  what  he 
has  seen  upon  the  Continent  of  Europe, 
still  believes,  that  a  people  will  volun- 
tarily shed  their  blood  for  their  country, 
let  their  treatment  in  it  be  what  it  may, 
will,  of  course,  not  think  it  worth  his  while 
tQ  read  any  further;  but,  those  who  are  of 
a  different  opinion,  will  agree  with  me  in 
the  conclusion,  that,  at  this  time  in  parti- 
cular, it  is  necessary  that  the  hearts  of  the 
people  should  be  kept  alive  to  the  interests 
and  honour  of  their  country,  and  not  dead- 
ened by  the  workingsof  corruption.— —To 
be  able  to  say  that  you  have  the  people's 
eonseni  to  the  taxes  which  they  have  to  pay, 
it  is  not  necessary  that  the  separate  consent 
of  each  man  should  be  obtained.  This  is 
not,  and  never  was,  the  notion  of  any  man 
in  England.  The  thing  is  impossible,  and 
that  is  quite  enough.  But,  we  all  know, 
not  only  what  is  the  maxim  oi  the  consti- 
tution, but  what  is  practicable,  and  of  ex- 
tremely easy  practice,  and  that  is,  that  the 
p^eople  should  give  their  consent  hi^  their 


representatives ;  and,  as  it  is  next  to  im- 
possible that  all  the  people  'n\  any  given 
part  of  a  country  should  be  exactly  of  one 
mind  as  to  the  person,  or  persons,  to  re- 
present the'.n,  the  question,  as  in  all  cases 
of  arbitrcilion  between  m:'n  ?nd  man,  must 

be  decided  by  the»maj')rily  of  voices. 

This  is  the  way,  in  which  those  who  call 
for  a  reform  oi  the  peoi)!e's  House  of  Par- 
liament, say  that  the  consent  of  the  people 

to  tax  them  ought  to  be  obtained. \^'hat 

is  1  need  not  say  ;  and,  I  shall  now  pro- 
ceed to  make  some  observations  upon  the 
progress  of  this  contest  for  the  reform, 
which  has  been  so  long  in  existence.——— 
The  first  movers  for  it,  were  esteemed 
men  of  the  greatest  wii^doni  as  well  as  pa- 
triotism, and  their  opponents  discu^ded  the 
matter  with  them  with  arguments  bui  It  upoa 
what  they  said  were  the  principles  of  our 
constitution  of  goverpient.  At  a  still  later 
period,  when  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Wilber- 
FORCE  stood  in  the  ranks,  or  rather,  at  ths 
head,  of  the  reformers,  a  little  more  of  the 
spirit  of  party  mixed  itself  in  the  discus- 
sions, but,  still,  wickedness  of  motive  was 
not  ascribed  to  those  who  called  for  re- 
form. It  was  not  till  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  French  Revolution,  that  Re- 
publican, Leveller,  Jacobin,  Traitor  and  Par' 
liamentary  Reformer  becanie  synonymous 
terms  in  the  mouths  of  those  who  took  the 
side  opposite  to  that  of  reform,  amongst 
whom  w.ere  many  of  the  very  men,  who 
had  themselves  been  amongst  the  most 
zealous  reformers.  That  great  even'c, 
vv'hich  has  already  gOHe  far,  but  which 
has,  in  my  opinion,  much  farther  ye!  to 
go,  in  changing  the  political  state  of  the 
world,  warmed  into  life  the  chilled  and 
dormant  seeds  of  reform  in  England, 
where  the  cause,  though  not  openly  dis- 
claimed, had  been  eflectually  abandoned 
by  all  those  men  in  power  who  had  be« 

fore  espoused  it. The  example  of  ths 

French  people  exhibited  a  successful 
struggle  for  their  rights:  and.,  it  was  per- 
fectly natural,  that  the  people  of  England 
sho<jld  feel  an  enthusiasm  in  their  cause, 
and  that  they  should,  at  the  same  time,  en- 
deavour to  riv?.l  them  in  '.his  way  as  well 

as  in  contests  in  arms ^This  was  the 

golden  opportunity  for  the  government  of 
England  ;  not  to  go  to  war ;  not  to  enter 
into  a  contest  in  arms  with  a  people  en- 
o-aged  in  a  straggle  for  their  liberties; 
but,  to  let  them  quite  alone,  and  to  make 
that  reform  at  home,  which  had  been  so 
long  called  for,  and  the  making  of  which, 
by  giving  satisfaction  to  every  reasonafc^e 
H  % 
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man,  would  have  enabled  the  government  j  of  that  ?   Has  the  counlry  been  rendered 


to  set  at  nought  all  the  invitations  to  re 
bellion   that   any    of  the   mad    heads   in 
France  might  have  been  disposed  to  give. 

England  was  in  a  state  of  growing 

pro?periiy  at  that  time.  She  was,  con- 
trary to  the  expectations  of  those  v.'ho 
■wished  her  best,  recovering  from  the  ef- 
fects of  the  then  late  war  at  an  astonishing 
rate  ;  and,  indeed,  though  party  contests 
agitated  the  higher  political  circles,  there 
was,  save  the  question  of  Reform,  nothing 
to  agitate  the  great  mass  of  the  people. 
That  question  ccmpletely  set  at  rest,  what 
might  the  government  not  have  contemn- 
ed, on  the  part  of  France,  in  the  way 
either  offeree  or  seduction  ? The  go- 
vernment unhappily  chose  a  difl'erent 
course,  a  course  precisely  opposite  ; 
namely,  a  contest  in  arms  against  republi- 
can principles  in  France,  and  a  resolution 
to  keep  down  by  force  those  who  were 
struggling  for  reform  in  England,  reform 
being  now  confounded  with  republicanism, 
and  its  advocates  confounded  with  republi- 
cans, levellers,  jacobins  and  traitors. In 

both  objects  the  government  of  England 
finally  succeeded.  The  pecuniar^/  cost  of 
that  success  we  know  and  feel,  in  part,  at 
least ;  but  of  the  ultimate  political  cost 
no  man  can  form  any  computation. — — 
In  his  war  against  republican  principles 
in  France  Mr.  Pitt  succeeded  to  admi- 
ration. But,  what  has  he  raised  up  in  the 
stead  of  those  republican  principles?  His 
wftrsand  subsidies  collected  soldiers  toge- 
ther to  crush  liberty  in  France,  and  to 
make  the  very  name  of  liberty  hateful 
even  tf)  the  French  themselves.  But,  has 
not  something  succeeded  full  as  dangerous 
to  England  as  French  liberty  and  euualitv 
would  have  been  ? And,  as  to  his  suc- 
cess at  home  against  the  reformers,  laider 
the  names  of  republicans,  levellers,  jaco- 
bins and  traitors,  what  has  followed  it  ? 
Has  the  success  been  attended  with  any 
beneficial  consequences  ?  Lokd  Desart  is, 
in  the  parliamentary  reports,  said  to  have 
produced  this  success,  the  other  day,  as  a 
proof  of  Mr.  Pitt's  being  "  a  great  siates- 
mun."  He  is  reported  to  have  said,  that 
"  the  great  man  crushed  the  democrats"  in 
England.  That  is  to  say,  the  reformers, 
for  none  of  them  pretended  to  ask  for  any 
thing  but  a  reform  of  Parliament.  Well, 
"  the  great  man"  did  succeed  in  crushing 
them  for  the  time.  By  one  means  or  ano- 
ther, by  acts  for  which  he  afterwards  ob- 
tained from  the  parliament  a  bill  of  in- 
demnity,  h«  kept  tbeta  down.    But,  what 


more  secure  by  the  keeping  of  them  down  ? 
Has  the  keeping  of  them  down  preventer} 
the  Income  Tax,  the  increase  of  the 
Paupers,  the  Bank  Restriction  ;  and,  has  h 
prevented  the  growth  of  the  power  of 
France?  It  produced  an  union  with  Ireland, 
indeed  ;  but  did  it  prodace  friendship  and 
strength  and  scfcti/  there  ? Such  men  al- 
ways seem  to  think  that  there  are  only 
iu;o  parlies,  ihe  govertitnait  and  the  reformers, 
and  that  if  the  former  can  but  succeed 
against  the  latter,  it  may  shout  victory. 
But  there  is  a  third  party  to  look  to,  that 
is,  Buonaparte,  and  to  beat  him  and  the 
reformers  too,  is  more  than  "  the  great  viun 
"  now  no  more"  was  able.  Yet,  until  Buo*- 
napaite  be  beaten  there  is  no  good  ground 
for  shouting  victory. ^Yes,  the  re- 
formers were  kept  down;  but  do  those  who 
lent  their  hands  to  that  work,  think  they 
are  now  safe  from  without  ?  In  short,  a\ cuid 
they  not  gladly  exchange  their  present 
situation  for  that  of  1792?  What,  then, 
even  upon  their  own  ground,  has  been 
gained  by    keeping  down  the  reformers  ? 

There   are   men,   who  care  not  one 

straw  for  any  thing  but  the  quiet  enjoy- 
ment of  their  wealth,  and  who  would  ses 
an}''  thing  done  to  the  people,  no  matter 
what,  provided  that  that  objec^t  were  there- 
by secured.  Such  men  have  no  mercy 
upon  any  one  whose  principles  tend  to 
disturb  them.  They  care  not,  in  suci)  a 
case,  who  it  is  that  suffers.  Their  cry  is, 
"  heisa  troublesome fdloio,"  and  that  cry  they 
have  long  kept  up.  But,  has  this  mended 
their  state?  Are"  they  likely  to  enjoy  much 
quiet  ?  How  are  they  to  put  down  that 
"  troublesome  fellow,"  Buonaparte  ?  Their 
cry  will  not  aftect  him.  They  becall  him, 
indeed,  without  mercy ;  they  decorate 
him  with  all  the  appellations  suited  to  a 
fiend,  and  their  mouth-piece,  the  Morn- 
ing Post,  asserts  that  he  and  his  ministers  are 
men  who  boast  of  being  guilty  of  unna- 
tural ainies,  like  the  Vere  Street  gang.  But, 
alas !  this  does  not  avail.  There  is  no 
such  thing  as  getting  at  hiin.  His  Le- 
gions and  his  Serjeants  push  on.  His 
fleets  are  preparing,  in  spite  of  all  the  as- 
sociations against  republicans  aiid  level- 
lers and  jacobins  and  traitors.  He  gets 
into  Sweden  and  the  ports  of  the  North  in 
spite  of  all  the  successes  against  democrats. 
The  transportations  of  Palmer  and  Gerald 
and  Muir  and  Margarot  tended,  indeed,  to 
stifle  reform  in  England  ;  but,  upon  the 
whole,  what  has  it  done  for  the  security  of 
England  ?-— It  is,  I  think,  q^iite  inipossi- 
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ble  to  take  this  view  of  the  matter,  with- 
out coming,  at  once,  to  the  conclusion, 
that  what  it,  wouid  have  been  wise  to  do 
in  n03,  it  i3,  as  far  as  possible,  wise  to  do 
now.  To  reduce  France  to  what  she  was 
then  is  impossible ;  to  prevent  the  further 
increase  of  her  enormous  power  is  also  im- 
possible ;  but,  it  is  possible  to  make  Eag- 
land  secure  even  against  that  enormous 
power  by  giving  a  new  spirit  to  the  peo- 
ple, by  uniting  them  heart  and  hand,  and 
all  this  would  be  done  by  a  reform  of  par- 
liament, such  as  was  called  for  by  all  those 
men,  whose  words  I  have  taken  as  raottos 
to  this  Number,  and  to  efTcct  which  reform 
would  not  cost  one  single  sixpence.— — A 
people  never  die ;  a  people  cannot  perish 
if  they  would ;  and  a  great  question, 
like  that  of  reform,  becomes,  in  time, 
part  of  the  public  soul.  It  may  be 
smothered  for  a  while,  but,  it  will  always 
break  out  again.  The  want  of  reform  is  the 
great  source  of  all  complaint ;  every  se- 
parate complaint  flows  from  it,  and,  quick 

as  thought,  is  traced  to  it.- It  is  nonsense 

to  say,  that  the  people  do  not  wish  for  re- 
form, because  they  do  not  crowd  \\p  peti- 
tions calling  for  it.  I  have  ofton-times 
shown  tvh}/  they  do  not  crowd  up  petitions  ; 
and,  afier  what  every  man  has  seen  of  late, 
what  can  any  man  want  more  lo  satisfy 
him  of  the  futility  of  such  an  argument, 
to  uie  which,  indeed,  is  an  insuit  so  out- 
rageous as  never  to  be  forgiven. 'We 

are  told,  taat  the  "  quiec  good  sort  of  folks" 
say  nothing  about  reform.  This  is  not 
true;  for,  in  private,  they  do  say  a  great 
deal  about  it,  and  are  very  anxious  for  its 
adoption.  That  they  will  not  stir  ;  that 
they  will  not  expose  themselves,  in  any 
way,  I  know  very  well.  But,  of  what  use 
would  these  "  quiet  good  sort  of  folks"  be, 
if  Napoleon's  Legions  were  to  land  in  the 
country  ?  Does  any  man  imagine,  that 
they  would  not  retain  this  admired  qua- 
lity of  quietness  ?  Does  any  man  suppose, 
that  they  would  change  their  nature  all  at 
once ;  and  that  they  who  had  not  had  the 
courage  openly  to  e'xpress  their  senti- 
ments, would,  all  of  a  sudden,  find  courage 
sufficient  to  meet  the  French  bayonets } 
— — Oh,  HO  !  This  were  a  foolish  suppo- 
sition indeed ;  and,  whoever  lives  to  see 
the  day  of  trial,  will  find  that  these 
Quakers    in    politics  will  be    something 

worse  than  Quakers  in  war. Common 

sense  says,  that,  in  the  hour  of  real  danger, 
the  fate  of  the  country  must  depend  upon 
the  disposition  of  the  acn'oc  and  zealous  part 
of  the  people,  aad  these  are  all  for  reform. 
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Leaving,  therefore,  the  justice  of  the  pro- 
posed measure  wholly  aside,  national  safe- 
ty calls  loudly  for  it,  unless  we  make  our 
minds  up  to  the  notion,  that  nations  do  not 
depend  for  their  safety  upon  the  activity 
i^and  zeal  and  courage  of  the  people.  I 
hope,  indeed,  that  nothing  will  ever  pre- 
vent Englishmen  from  fighting  in  defence 
of  their  native  land  ;  but,  is  it  to  be  sup- 
posed, that,  if  the  necessity  arose,  they 
would  be  able  to  do  it  so  effectually  unless 
they  were  previously  united  by  the  mea- 
sure of  reform?  Is  it  to  be  supposed,  that 
while  those  active  and  zealous  men,  who 
call  for  this  measure,  are,  by  their  oppo- 
nents, branded  as  Jacobins  and  traitors,  the 
whole  people  can  possibly  be  brought, 
upon  any  emergency,  to  act  cordially  to- 
gether for  any  purpose  whatever  }  And  is 
there  not  good  ground  to  fear,  that  a  sea- 
son of  general  danger  would  be  also  a  sea- 
son of  mutual  reproaches  and  perhaps  re- 
venge ; Thtse  are   the  considerations 

that  ought  to  weigh  with  statesmen,  evea 
supposing  them  to  leave  justice  to  the  peo- 
ple entirely   out   of  the    question.- A 

passage  in  the  leading  venal  print,  the 
Courier,  of  the  21st  instant,  furtiishes  a 
pretty  good  specimen  of  the  means  at 
present  made  use  of  to  conciliate  and 
unite  the  people  and  to  stand  by  one  ano- 
ther in  an  hour  of  danger.  "  The  Minis- 
"  try  and  the  Public  should  be  guarded 
"  against  a  clamour  raising  by  persons 
"  uniformlj/  in  the  interest  of  France  against 
"  sending  troops  to  Portugal.  They  cry 
"  out  that  Ireland  is  in  danger  of  invasion, 
"  that  England  is  in  danger  of  invasion, 
"  Now,  there  is  less  danger  of  invasiou 
"  now,  as  they  know,  than  at  atiy  former 
"  period  of  the  war;  but  their  wish  is  to 
"  let  Massena  get  his  reinfoigements.  and 
"  to  prevent  Lord  WellmglDn  from  getting 
"  any,  by  which  means  the  victori;  for  the 
"  enemy  may  be  secure,  and  the  E'lgltsh  Jaco- 
"  bins  will  have  created  a  happy  diversion 
"  in  favour  of  their  allies,  the  French." — — 
Thus  are  all  those,  who,  after  having  seen 
Lord  Talavera  followed  by  Massena  from^ 
the  frontiers  of  Portugal  to  the  vicinity  of 
Lisbon;  who,  after  haviiig  been^  by  tliese 
same  prints,  assured,  that  Lord  Talavera 
intended  to  draw  Massena  to  that  point, 
where  he  had  got  him  in  a  trap,  saw  him 
let  the  Frenchmen  out  of  the  trap  ;  who, 
after  having  been  over  and  over  again  told, 
that  the  French  were  starving,  now  find 
that  they  have  plenty  of  provisions  ;  who, 
after  having  been  told,  till  the  ear  grew 
weary  of  the  sound,  that  Massena  possess- 
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•ed  not  an  inch  of  ground  but  that  on 
which  his  army  stood,  now  find  him  to  be 
the  master  of  all  Portugal,  except  the  little 
iiook  in  whicli  our  army  is  penned  up  ; 
who,  after  bping  a  hundred  tinies  told,  by 
this  same  writer,  that  our  army  was  supe- 
rior in  numbers  to  the  Frendi,  arid  that 
the  latter  was  daily  and  hourly  wasting 
ar^ay  by  famine,  sicknes.s  and  desertion  ; 
all  those,  who,  after  having  seen  and  heard 
these  tilings,  now  think  that  tnore  troops 
oif4,ht  not  to  be  sent  to  Portugal^  and  who  are 
ol'  opinion,  that  to  send  tliom  out  is  only  to 
incur  a  certain  additional  heavy  expence, 
without  the  smallest  chance  of  doing  any 
good;  all  ihos^  persons  5ie  thus  branded  as 
Jacobins,  are  charged  with  being  in  the  inter- 
est of  France;   and  whh  w'ishirig  to  make  the 

zictort/  of  the  enemy  sec/ire. 'i'hese  are  the 

means;  these  and  the  like  of  these,  are 
the  means  nov/  in  use  for  conciliating  and 
•vmting  the  people,  and  for  inclining  them 
to  spend  their  last  shilling  and  slied  the 
Jast  drop  of  their  blood  in  defence  of  the 
country,  including,  of  course,  these  their 

•calumniators! The  nien  who  are  thus 

-depicted  ^.xq parliamentary/  reformers.  There 
is  no  other  description  of  politicians  that 
the  venal  have  any  serious  objection  to  ; 
and,  the  reason  is  plain:  these  latter  know 
well,  that  refonn  strikes  at  the  root  of  cor- 
ruption. This  is  the  reason,  and  the  only 
reason,  that  they  hate  the  reformers,  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  whom,  they 
would  annihilate  the  country.  This  ob- 
ject is  always  uppermost  in  their  minds, 
and,  in  their  endeavours  to  efiect  it,  or, 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  venting  their 
hatred,  they  think  nothing  of  proclaiming 
to  the  enemy,  that  there  arc  men  in  Eng- 
land, who  are  tmiformly  in  the  intejesl  of 
France;  who  wish  by  all  means  to  secure 
ihe  success  of  the  French  army  over  our  own ; 
and  who,  in  a  word,  regard  the  French  as 
their  allies.  The  number  of  these  men, 
when  he  looks  at  the  "  Eurdettiie  Livers/," 
Napoleon  will  want  nobody  to  tell  him. 
— — What  would  be  said  of  im,  if  I  were 
to  state,  in  the  Register,  that  a  part  of  the 
people  of  England  wish  success  to  the  arms 
of  Napoleon  against  our  army;  that  a  part 
of  the  people  of  England  are  steadily  in  his 
interest ;  that  a  part  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land look  upon  him  as  their  ally  ?  What 
would  be  said  of  me,  if  I  were  to  state  this? 
Should  I  not  be  called  a  "  seditious  li- 
*'  belltT?"  Should  I  not  be  charged  with 
*'  inviting  the  French  to  our  shores,"  as  I 
was,  in  the  time  of  the  Ad4ingtons,  be- 
cause I  urged  tl)«  necessity  of  measures  of 


defence  that  I  thought  were  neglected  ?  In 
short,  what  would  not  be  said  against  me, 
or  against  any  man  of  my  sentiments,  that 
were  to  state  what  is  here,  without  any  re- 
serve or  qualification,  proclaimed  to  the 

world  by  this  venal  writer? But,  this 

i^  all  perfectly  natural.  It  all  proceeds 
from  the  same  source.  These  venal  men 
feel  conscious  of  their  weakness  upon  the 
real  subject  in  dispute.  They  know  that, 
if  the}'  speak  of  r^or//j,  they  are  beaten. 
They  have  so  often  been  defeated  and  ex- 
posed in  those  discussions,  that  they  turn 
from  them  as  a  perjuror  doed  from  the  pil- 
lory. They  use  all  possible  endeavours  to 
divert  the  public  attention  from  the  real 
cause  of  their  hatred.  To  cry  reformer 
would  not  do;  but  the  cry  ot  Jacobins, 
Frendi  faction,  and  the  like,  suits  them  to 
admiration,  being,  as  they  are,  quite  re- 
gardless of  the  consequences  to  the  coun- 
try, so  that  by  these,  or  any  other  means, 
they  secure  to  themselves  the  advantages 

of  tjjeir  venality  and  corruption. 1  shall 

be  told,  perhaps,  th?t  I  am  teaching  the 
public  to  expect  too  vmch  from  the  Ke- 
gency  Ministry,  and  that  the  latter  will 
not  be  able  to  carry  zparliamaitary  reforin. 
— I  do  not  teach  the  public  to  expect  too 
much  ;  fori  do  not  say,  that  the  Regency 
Ministry  will  be  able  immediateli/  to  carrythis 
great  and  vital  measure  ;  but,  1  am  fully 
justified  in  pointing  out  what  I  think  ought 
to  l>e  done.  And,  something  they  will  cer- 
tainly be  able  to  do.  They  will  be  able 
to  give  the  people  a  patient  and  respectful 
hearing  ;  they  will  be  able  to  abstain  from 
ascribing  their  applications  to  jacobinism  ; 
they  will  be  able  to  hear  the  statement  of 
their  grievances  without  calling  out  for 
"  a  stand  against  popidar  encroachment,"  and 
without  designating  them  as  a  "■  loiv,  de- 
"  graded  crexv."  All  this  they  will  have 
full  power  to  do  ;  and  they  will,  besides, 
have  full  power  to  show  the  people,  to  give 
them  convincing  proof,  that  they,  at  least, 
tyji/j  success  to  thecause  ofreform.  Noihing 
can  prevent  them  from  being  able  to  enter- 
tain the  subject;  to  give  it  ample  discussion; 
and  to  let  it  take  its  fair  chance  of  the  be- 
nefits to  be  derived  from  reason  and  truth. 

Is  this  too  much  to  expect  from  them  ? 

If  it  be,  the  safe  way  is  for  them  to  ex- 
pect nothing;  but,  then,  if  the  people  ex- 
pect nothing,  if  they  are  to  have  no  hope 
of  any  benefit  from  the  approaching 
change,  it  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  that 
the}'  will  either  discover  or  feel  any  in- 
terest in  it.- In  ofiiering  these  observa- 
tions, I  am  so  far  tVom  having  any  wish  ta 
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embarrass  the  government  of  the  Regent, 
that  my  wish  really  is  to  prevent  embar- 
rassment by  stating  before  hand  what  are 
the  expectations  of  the  people.  Every 
thing,  I  am  well  aware,  cannot  be  done 
all  at  once  ;  but,  every  thin)^  may  be  done 
in  time,  <s.).\(}i  something  may  be  done  imme- 
diately, that  is  to  give  the  people  proofs  of 
a  wish  to  do  more.  But,  in  the  end,  I  am 
thoroughly  convinced,  that  this  country 
can  be  saved  by  nothing  but  a  constitu- 
tional Reform  of  the  Commons'  House  of 

Parliament. ■huh--' meanwhile  the  venal 

men  are  hard  ?»t  work  to  prepare,  to  mus- 
ter up,  and  set  in  motion,  all  the  preju- 
dices that  they  can  against  the  Prince  and 
his  government.  The  CouniEU  of  the 
date  above-mentioned,  after  some  criticism 
npon  His  Royal  liighness's  Answer  to  the 
Deputation  from  the  two  Houses,  in  which 
the  writer  has  discovered,  what  he  calls 
cordradiclions  and  insinuaUons,  he  proceeds 

t!ms  : "  But  if  his   Royal  Highnrss's 

''  advisers  are  really  anxious  to  manifest 
*'  their  reverential  delicacy  towards  the 
*•'  King,  they  will  find  full  as  good  oppor- 
'•  tunities  of  doing  so  in  the  exercise  of 
«'  those  prerogatives  which  the  Regent  will 
"  have,  as  they  could  have  done  in  the 
"  disuse  of  those  which  he  has  not ;  and  I 
"will  suggest  to  them  the  delicacy  of  not 
«•'  chunging  his  Mcjecti/' s  confidentiHl  servants, 
"  and  placing  in  their  room  those  whom. 
« his  Majesty  lately  dismissed  from  his 
"  service,  and  who  have  expressed  their 
<'  determined  hostility  to  the  system  which 
*'  his  Majesty  has  so  successfully  persevered  in, 
"  and  which,  there  is  every  reason  to  hope, 
*'  he  is  desirous  of  continuing.  There  is 
"  no  comparison  between  the  indelicacy  of 
"  changing  the  King's  servants  and  the 
*'  making  a  few  respectable  individuals,  to 
"  whom  his  Majesty  is  not  known  to  have 
*'  any  violent  personal  objections.  Peers. 
"  But  we  are  even  told,  that  Catholic 
«  Emancipation  will  delicately  be  assented 
"  to,  by  these  advisers.  Thus,  in  his  Majes- 
"  ty's  name  and  for  him,  a  measure  will  be 
*'  assented  to,  to  which  during  his  whole  reign, 
"  he  isknotvnto  have  felt  the  most  conscientious 
"  and  irrevocable  objections:  this  is  delicacy 
"  with  a  vengeance.  I  hope  the  rumour 
*'  upon  this  subject  will  be  contradicted.  If 
"  there  is  no  delicacy  shewn  in  the  exer- 
*«  cise  of  those  powers  which  the  Regent 
"  is  to  have,  the  country  will  not  value 
"  much  a  delicacy  which  would  have 
"  been    shown    in   the    exercise   of  those 

"  which  he   has  not." Thus,  then,  are 

the  people  of  Ireland  told,  that  those 
claims,  which  they  have   so   long  been 
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urging,  have  been  refused  solely  from  the 
win  of  the  King.  And  thus  have  these -vile 
hypocritts,  these  pretenders  to  exclu-.ive 
"  loyalty,"  given  the  country  another 
proof  of  their  readiness  to  throw  every  thing 
upon  the  King,  which  is  felt  as  a  grievance 

by  any  part  of  the  people. But,  what 

an  outrageous  principle  is  here  ?  The 
Prince  is  not  to  listen  to  the  people  of 
Ireland,  because  the  King  is  known  to 
have  ftlt  o'.ij:ctions  to  the  granting  of  their 
claims!  Why  should  not  this  argument 
be  extended  to  any  time  beyond  the 
life  of  the  King  ?  Ttie  Prince  will  hold 
his  authority  in  t7^iist,  and .  so  does  the 
King.  The  whole,  to  use  tlie  Prince's 
own  words,  "  is  held  as  a  trust  for  the  be- 
"  nefit  of  the  people."  But  this  writer 
would  have  us  regard  it  as  a  thing  of  the 
nd.tnvQ  o?  personal  property  ;  and  that  the 
happiness  or  misery  of  a  whole  people  is 
to  depend  upon  the  mere  feelings  of  one 
man ;  nay,  that  these  feelings,  even  to 
such  an  extent  as  this,  are  to  be  consulted 
and  submitted  to,  after  the  person  having 
them  is  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  maital 
derangement  ;  than  ^vhich,  perhaps,  a  more 
perfect  specimen  of  despotism  never  was 
exhibited  in  this  world  ;  for,  according  to 
this  venal  v/riter,  not, only  is  it  proper  to 
refuse  to  listen  to  the  p.lledged  grievances 
of  the  people  upon  the  sole  ground  of  the 
King's  feelings,  but  they  are  still,  upon 
that  same  ground,  not  to  be  listened  to 
when  the  King  is  declared  to  be  in  a  state 
not  to  be  able  to  form  any  judgment  on 
the  matter,  and  to  be  utterly  incapable  of 

all  business  whatsoever. This  surpasses, 

if  possible,  in  comprehensiveness,  the  ar- 
gument of  Mr.  Yop.ke.  It  goes  to  all 
measures  whatever  that  shall  be  disagreea- 
ble to  the  men  now  in  place,  who,  if  this 
reasoning  be,  for  one  moment,  admit- 
ted, have  nothing  to  do  but  to  say,  "  the 
"  King  felt  olj.ctions  to  this  measure,  and 'we 
"  know  it."  And,  as  this  writer  has  very 
consistently  observed,  it  is  well  known 
that  the  K;ng  chose  these  present  minis- 
ters, of  course  that  he  would  i'eel  objec- 
tions to  their  being  put  out,  and  that, 
therefore,  they  ought  to  remain  in  place,  and 
have  all  the   power  and   profit  that  they 

now  have. Tliis  is  co.mplete  in  all  it» 

parts.  It  provides  for  every  thing.  It  in- 
sures us  the  perseverance  in  that  same 
system,  in  which  this  most  bjrefaced 
scribe  tells  us,  "  his  Majc-sty  hs.s  so  siiccefi- 
'\fully  persevered."  Wheie  is  the  proof 
of  success  ?  Venal  man,  look  ocro^^s  '/"'  • 
Channel;  and  then  tell  us  where.iUe  >'/r 
has  beeu.      Leak  at  the  AmtricT"  ' 
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formerly  his  Mi^jesty's  Colonies;  look  at 
Ireland;  look  at  the  Bunk;  look  atSiveden; 
look  at  Holland;  look  up  ihe  Scheldt; 
look  back  at  Walchercn ;  or,  look  now  at 
Portugal ;    look  any  where,  and  produce  us 

your  marks   of  success. Here,  again, 

too,  t/ic  sysie7n, which  has  led  to  all  the  evils 
that  these  names  bring  to  our  recollection; 
this  fatal  system  is  ascribed  wholly  to  die 

Kmq. The  duy  will,  I  trust,  yet  come, 

>vhen  the  system  and  its  measures  will  be 
ascribed  to  others,  and  that,  too,  in  such  a 

way  as  truth  and  justice  demand. The 

insult  here  offered  to  His  Koyal  Highness 
is  truly  abominable.  This  writer,  in  addi- 
tion to  all  his  other  insults,  tells  him,  that 
he  is  bound  in  delicacy  to  adhere  to  a  sy$- 
iem,  part  of  which,  and  no  very  trifling 
j)art,  has  been  to  misrepresent,  caiumniate, 

and   degrade  hlm&c'f ! Sir  Samuel  Ro- 

MiLLY,  in  the  debate  of  the  '.^Ist  instant, 
said,  upon  this  subject,  that  he  "  neither 
"  accused  nor  could  he  suppose  Mr.  Per- 
*'  ceval  capable  of  offering  any  insult  to 
"  the  Prince  of  Wales.  He  wished  he 
"could  say  the  same  of  his  political  adhe- 
"  rents.  If  so,  they  would  not  have  found 
"  those  public  prints,  which  he  should  not 
««  say  were  under  Ihe  protection  of  the  ad- 
« ministration  of  his  right  hon.  friend, 
"  but  which  were  certainly  not  prosecuted 
"  with  the  same  severity  and  rigour  as  ivere 
"  tnanifested  in  otiter  instances,  pursuing  a 
"systematic  course  of  attack  upon  his 
"  Royal  Highness,  caliimniating  every  act, 
"  and  misrepresenting  every  word  of  his  Royal 
"  Highness^  and  holding  up  to  scom  and  de- 
"  rision  every  member  of  the  Royal  family. 
"  Neither  should  they  have  found  them 
*'  incessantly  imputing  the  basest  motives  to 
"  ?navy  members  of  that  House  fer  pursuing 
"  on  this  occasion  what  they  conscientiously 

"  considered  their  duty." It  was  well  to 

point  this  out,  though  it  could  not  have 
escaped  the  public  attention.  But,  there 
is,  in  the  present  conduct  of  the  venal 
prints  towards  the  Pripce  of  Wales,  no- 
thing neiD.  They  have  been  constantly 
at  it,  in  a  way  more  or  less  open,  ever  since 
I  have  been  a  reader  of  news-papers  ;  but, 
now,  they  have  thrown  off  all  reserve, 
which,  to  say  the  truth,  is  less  objectiona- 
ble than  the  base  eves-dropping  misrepre- 
sentations, the  whispering  and  canting  ca- 
lumnies, in  which  they  have  so  long  dealt, 
but  which  they  now  perceive  can  no  longer 
serve  their  MEAN,  MERCENARY  and 
MALIGNANT  purposes. 

W^'.  COBBETT. 
State  Prison,  Newgate,  Tuesday, 
January  22,  1811. 
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America  and  Florida. — Proclamation  qf 
President  Madison,  21  th  Oct.  1810. 

Whereas  the  Territory  South  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  and  Eastward  of  the 
River  Missif^sippi,  and  extending  to  the 
River  Perdido,  of  which  possession  was 
not  delivered  to  the  United  States  in  pur- 
suance of  the  Treaty  concluded  at  Paris 
on  the  3()th  of  April,  1803,  has  at  all 
times,  as  is  well  known,  been  considered 
aiKl  claimed  by  them,  as  being  within  the 
colony  of  Louisiana  conveyed  by  the  said 
Treaty  in  the  same  extent  that  it  had  iu 
the  hands  of  Spain,  and  that  it  had  when 
France  originally  possessed  it.  —  And 
v/hereas  the  acquiescence  of  the  United 
States  in  the  temporary  continuance  of 
the  said  territory  under  the  Spanish  au- 
thority was  not  the  result  of  any  distrust 
of  their  title,  as  has  been  particularly 
evinced  by  the  general  tenor  of  their 
laws,  and  by  the  distinction  made  in  the 
application  of  those  laws  between  that 
territory  and  foreign  countries ;  but  was 
occasioned  by  their  conciliatory  views, 
and  by  a  confidence  in  the  justice  of  their 
cause,  and  in  the  success  of  candid  suc- 
cession and  amicable  negociation  with  a 
just  and  friendly  Power. — And  whereas  a 
satisfactory  adjustment,  too  long  delayed, 
without  the  fault  of  the  United  States,  hag 
for  some  time  been  entirely  suspended  by 
events  over  which  they  had  no  controul  ; 
and  whereas  a  crisis  has  at  length  arrived 
subversive  of  the  order  of  things  under 
the  Spanish  Authorities,  whereby  a  failure 
of  the  United  States  to  take  the  said  ter- 
ritory into  its  possession  may  lead  to  events 
ultimately  contravening  the  views  of  both 
parties,  whilst  in  the  mean  time  the  tran- 
quillity and  security  of  our  adjoining  ter- 
ritories, are  endangered,  and  new  facilities 
given  to  violations  of  our  revenue  and 
commercial  laws,  and  of  those  prohibiting 
the  introduction  of  slaves  ; — Considering 
moreover,  that  under  these  peculiar  and 
imperative  circumstances,  a  forbearance 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  occupy 
the  territory  in  question,  and  thereby 
guard  against  the  confusions  and  contin- 
gencies which  threaten  it,  might  be  con- 
strued into  a  dereliction  of  their  title,  or 
an  insensibility  to  the  importance  of  the 
stake :  considering  that  in  the  hands  of 
the  United  States  it  will  not  cease  to  be  a 
subject  of  fair  and  friendly  negociation 
and  adjusfiuent:  considering  finally,  that 
the  Acts  of  Congress,  though  contemplat- 
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ing  a  present  possession  by  a  foreign  au- 
thority, have  contemplated  also  an  event- 
tual  possession  of  the  said  lerritoiy  by  the 
United  States,  and  are  accordingly  so 
framed  as  in  that  case  to  extend  in  their 
operation  to  the  same  :  Now  be  it  known, 
that  I,  J.  Madison,  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  pursuiince  of  these 
weighty  and  urgent  considerations,  have 
deemed  it  right  and  requisite,  that  posses- 
sion should  he  taken  of  the  said  territory, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  United 
States.  W.  C.  C.  Claiborne,  Governor  of 
the  Orleans  Territory,  of  which  the  said 
territory  is  to  be  taken  as  part,  will  ac- 
cordingly proceed  to  execute  the  same ; 
and  to  exercise  over  the  said  territory  the 
authorities  and  functions  legally  apper- 
taining to  his  office.  And  the  good  peo- 
ple inhabiting  the  same,  are  invited  and 
enjoined  to  pay  due  respect  to  him  in  that 
character;  to  be  obedient  to  the  laws,  to 
maintain  order,  to  cherish  harmony,  and, 
in  every  manner,  to  conduct  themselves 
as  peaceable  citizens,  under  full  assu- 
rance, that  they  will  be  [..rotected  in  the 
enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and 
religion. 


Florida-West. — Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence.— 2(J5epi.  ISIO. 

It  is  known  to  the  world  with  how  much 
fidelity  the  good  people  of  this  territory 
have  professed  and  maintained  allegiance 
to  their  legitimate  Sovereign,  while  any 
hope  remained  of  receiving  from  him  pro- 
tection for  their  property  and  lives. — 
Without  making  any  unnecessary  inno- 
vation in  the  established  principles  of  the 
Government,  we  had  voluntarily  adopted 
certain  regulations  in  concert  with  our 
First  Magistrate  for  the  express  purpose 
of  preserving  this  territory,  and  shewing 
our  attachment  to  the  Government  which 
had  heretofore  protected  us.— -I'his  com- 
pact, which  was  entered  into  with  good 
faith  on  our  part,  will  for  ever  remain  an 
honourable  testimony  of  our  right  inten- 
tions and  inviolable  fidelity  to  our  King 
and  Parent  Country,  while'  so  much  as  a 
shadow  of  legitimate  authority  remained 
to  be  exercised  over  us.  We  sought  only 
a  speedy  remedy  for  such  evils  as  seemed 
to  endanger  our  existence  and  prosperity  ; 
and  were  encouraged  by  our  Governor 
with  solemn  promises  of  assistance  and 
co-cperation.— But  those  measures  which 
were  intended  for  our  prtseuation,  he  has 
endeavoured  to  pervert  into  an  engine  of 


destruction,  by  encouraging,  in  the  most 
perfidious  manner,  the  violation  of  ordi- 
nances, sanctioned  and  established  by 
himself  as  the  law  of  the  laud.— -Being 
thus  left  without  any  hope  of  protectibn 
from  the  mother  country — betrayed  by  a 
magistrate  whose  duty  it  was  to  have  pro- 
vided for  the  safety  and  tranquillity  of  the 
people  and  government  committed  to  his 
charge,  and  exposed  to  all  the  evils  of  a 
state  of  anarchy,  which  we  have  so  long 
endeavoured  to  avert;  it  becomes  our 
duty  to  provide  for  our  owa  security  as  a 
free  and  independent  state,  absolving  Irom 
all  allegiance  to  a  Government  which, no 
longer  protects  us. 

"  We,  therefore,  the  Representatives 
afores.iid,  appealing  to  the  Supreme  Ruler 
of  the  world  for  the  rectitude  of  our  in- 
teniions,  do  solemly  publish  and  declare 
the  several  districts  composing  this  ter- 
ritory of  West  Florida  to  be  a  Free  and 
Independent  State  ;  and  that  they  have  a 
right  to  institute  for  themselves  such  form 
of  government  as  they  may  think  condu- 
cive to  their  safety  and  happiness,  to  form 
treaties,  to  establish  commerce,  to  provide 
for  their  common  defence,  and  to  do  all  acts 
whicli  may  of  right  be  done  by  a  sove- 
reign and  independent  nation;  at  the 
same  time  declaring  all  acts  within  the 
said  territory  of  West  Florida,  after  this 
date,  by  anj'  tribune  or  authorities  net  de- 
riving their  powers  from  the  people, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  established  hy 
this  Convention,  to  be  null  and  void,  and 
calling  upon  all  foreign  nations  to  respect 
this  our  declaration,  acknowledging  our 
independence,  and  giving  us  such  aid  as 
may  be  consistent  with  the  laws  and 
usajTcs  of  nations. — This  declaration,  made 
in  Convention  at  the  town  of  Baton  Rouge, 
on  the  26lh  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1810,  We,  the  Representa- 
tives, in  the  name  aforesaid,  and  on  behalf 
of  OLir  constituents,  do  hereby  solemnly 
pledge  ourselves  to  support  with  our  lives 
ar.d  fortunes. — By  order  of  the  Conven- 
tion, John  Rhea,  President. 
And,  Steele,  Secretary. 

[The  above  act  of  independence  was 
communicated  to  the  Governor  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  requesting  it  might 
be  transmitted  to  die  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  with  the  expression  of  a 
hope  that  the  Government  would  take  the 
present  Government  and  people  of  Florida 
under  their  immediate  and  special  pro- 
tection. The  answer  of  j\lr.  Secretarv 
Smith   to   the   Governor  of    Mis^^issippi, 
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states  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the 
territory  of  West  Florida,  as  far  as  the 
River  Perdido,  it  having  been  fairly  ac- 
quired by  purcliase,  and  formally  raliiicd 
by  treaty;  and  also  that  the  President 
cannot  recognize  in  the  Convention  of 
West  Florida  any  independent  aa'uhority 
whatever,  to  propose  or  to  form  a  compact 
with  the  United  States.] 


America  and  Englanb. — Letter  from  Mr. 
Smith,  Secreiarj/  of  Siate,  to  Mr. 
PiNKNKY,  American  Ministev  in  England, 
relaiki  to  the  recall  of  the  latter .  — 15 
JVot>.  1  o  1 0. 

Sir, — From  a  view  of  the  conduct  of 
th:.'  Ei'iiish  Guvernmeat,  in  relatina  to  a 
Plenipoteiuiary,  successor  to  Mr.  Jackson, 
as  presented  ia  your  several  communica- 
tion?, including  even  those  brought  by 
the  Hornet,  at  which  date,  and  on  which 
inviting  uccasiou  the  subject  does  not  ap- 
pear to  h?.ve  been  v^ilhin  the  attention  of 
Government,  the  President  thinks  it  im- 
proper, that  the  United  States  should  con- 
tinue to  be  represented  at  London  by  a 
Minister  plenipottntiarj'. — la  case,  there- 
fore, the  appointment  of  a  successor  to 
Mr.  JiicksoH,  of  that  grade  should  have 
taken  place  at  tiie  receipt  of  this  letter, 
you  vi^ill  consider  your  functions  as  sus- 
pended, and  you  will  accordingly  take 
your  leave  of  absence,  charging  a  fit  person 
with  the  affairs  of  the  Legation.  Consi- 
dering the  season  at  which  this  instruc- 
tion may  have  its  eiTect,  and  the  possi- 
bility of  a  satisfactory  change  in  the  s\^s- 
tem  of  our  relations  with  Great  Britain, 
the  time  of  your  return  to  the  United 
States  is  left  to  your  discretion  and  con- 
venience. 


America,  England,  and  France. — Docu- 
ments, laid  before  the  Congress  of  America, 
hi/  the  President,  relalive  to  the  Disputes 
zvith  England  and  France,  6th Dec.  IS  10. 
Extract  of  a  Letter  from' Mr.  Smith  to  Mr. 
Finkney.     Department  of  the  Stale,  Jan, 
20,  13  10. 
In  my  letter  to  you  of  the   llth  Nov. 
1B09,  you  were  authorised  to  assure  the 
British    Government,     that    the    United 
States  sincerfly  retained  the  desire  which 
they  have  conrstantly  professed  to  facilitate 
a  friendly  acjcmmodaiion  of  all  the  exist- 
ing difFcrences .between  the  two  countries, 
and  that  nothing  would  be  more  agree- 
able to  them  than  to  find  the  successor  of 
Mr.  Jackson  invested  with  all  the  autho- 
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rities  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of 
so  desirable  an  event,  and  moreover,  that 
if  the  attainment  of  this  object  through 
your  agency  should  be  considered  more 
expeditious,  or  otherwise  preferable,  it 
would  be  a  course  entirely  satisfactory  to 
the  United  States. — I  am  now  charged  by 
the  President  to  transmit  to  you  the  en- 
closed letter  subjoined,  authorising  you  to 
resume  the  negociations  with  the  JBi'itish 
Government,  under  the  full  power  that 
bad  been  given,  severally  and  jointly,  to^ 
you  and  Mr.  Monroe.  And  in  your  dis- 
cussion therein,  you  will  be  re'gulated 
by  thiJ  instri'.ctions  heretofore  given  to  Mr. 
Mom-oe  and  yourself.  It  is,  iioweve;-,  n'ot 
inlended,  that  you  should  oornmence  this 
uegocialion,  until  the  I'equisite  adjustment 
shall  have  been  made  in  the  affair  of  the 
Chesapeake.  And  in  the  adjustment  of  this 
case,  you  will  be  guided  by  the  instruc- 
tions which  yoa  have  heretofore  received 
from  this  department  jn  relation  to  it. — 
It  is  moreover  desirable,  that  preparatory 
to  a  treaty  upon  all  the  points  of  diiierence 
between  the  two  countries,  an  arrange- 
ment should  be  made  for  the  revocation  of 
the  Orders  in  Council.  As  it  is  uncertain 
what  may  be  the  ultimate  measures  of 
Congress  at  the  present  Session,  it  cannot 
be  expected  that  the  President  can,  at  this 
time,  state  the  precise  condition  to  be  an- 
nexed to  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil. But,  in  general,  vou  may  assuve  the 
British  Government  ot'  his  cordial  dispo- 
sition to  exercise  any  power  which  may 
be  invested,  to  put  an  end  to  Acts  of  Con- 
gress, which  would  not  be  resorted  to  but 
for  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  at  the  same 
time,  of  his  determination  to  keep  them  in 
force  against  France,  in  case  her  Decrees 
sliould  not  also  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Smith  to  BIr.  Pinknei/,  Department  of 
State,  Jan.  2t),  I S  J  0. 

Sir;  The  President,  anxious  to  adjust 
the  existing diflerences  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  and  deeming  it 
expedient  to  make  another  ellovt  for  that 
purpose,  has  given  it  in  charge  to  me  to 
instruct  you  to  renew  negociations  in  Lon- 
don under  the  commission,  dated  r2th  of 
May^  1806,  authorising  Mr.  Monro  and 
yonrself,  severally,  as  well  as  jointly,  to 
treat  with  the  British  Government  rela- 
tive to  wrongs  committed  between  the 
parlies  on  the  high  seas,  or  other  waters, 
and  for  establishing  the  principles  of  na- 
vigation and  commerce  between  them. 
1  have  the  honour,  &c.  &c.    K.  Smith.. 
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Mr.  S7nith  to  Mr.  Pinkney.    Department  of 
Stats,  May  22,  1810. 

Sir;  Your  dispatch  of  the  27th  of 
March,  by  the  British  packet,  was  re- 
ceived on  the  l7th  of  this  month — The 
President  has  read  Avith  surprise  and  re- 
gret the  answers  of  Lord  Wellesley  to 
your  letter  of  the  2nd  of  Jantiary,  and 
also  his  reply  to  your  note  requiring  ex- 
planations with  respect  to  the  blockades 
of  France.  The  one  indicates  an  appa- 
rent indifference  as  to  the  character  of  the 
diplo.iiatic  intercourse  between  the  two 
countries,  and  the  other  evinces  an  in- 
flexible determination  to  persevere  in 
their  sj'stem  of  blockade. — 'fhe  provision 
made  for  the  Diplomatic  Agency  which 
is  to  succeed  that  of  Mr.  Jackson,  mani- 
fests a  dissatisfaction  at  the  step  necessa- 
jily  taken  here  with  regard  to  that  Minis- 
ter, and  ct  the  same  time  a  diminution  of 
the  respect  heretofore  attached  tothedi!>iO- 
matic  rchtuons  between  the  two  countries. 
However  persevering  the  President  m^sy 
be  in  the  conciliatory  disposition  which 
has  constantly  governed  him,  he  cannot 
be  inattentive  to  such  an  apparent  depar- 
ture iiom  it  on  the  other  side,  nor  to  the 
duty  imposed  on  l:ini  by  the  ruies  of 
equality  and  reciprocity  applicable  to 
such  cases.  It  will  be  very  agreeable  to 
him  to  find  that  the  provision  in  question 
is  intended  merely  to  afford  time  for  a 
satisfactory  choice  of  a  Plenipotentiary 
successor  to  Mr.  Jackson,  and  that  the 
nfW)de  of  carrying  it  into  effect  may  be 
equally  unciiceplionable.  But  whilst, 
from  the  language  of  the  Marqoir,  Wel- 
Icsley,  with  respect  to  the  desigiiation  of 
a  Charge  d'Aliairs,  and  from  the  silence, 
as  to  any  other  successor  to  the  recalled 
Minister,  it  is  left  to  be  inferred  that  the 
former  alone  is  in  contemplation,  it  be- 
comes proper  to  ascertain  what  are  the 
real  views  of  the  British  Government  on 
the  occasion,  and  should  they  be  such  as 
they  are  inferred  to  be,  to  meet  ti)em  by 
a  correspondent  change  in  the  dipiomalic 
establishment  of  the  United  States  at  Lon- 
don. The  President  relies  on  your  dis- 
cretion for  obtain inej  the  requisite  know- 
ledge of  tliis  sidiject,  in  a  manner, that 
will  do  justice  to  the  friendly  policy  v>'hich 
the  United  States  wish  to  be  reciprocal  in 
every  instance  between  the  tVi'o  nations. 
But  in  the  event  of  its  appearing  tha  the 
•sub-iitution  of  a  Charge  d' Affairs  for  a 
Minister  Plenipotentiary,  is  to  be  a  conti- 
jauaiice  not  rec^iured  or  explained  by  the 


occasion,  and  consequently  justifying  tha 
inference  drawn  from  the  letter  of  Lord 
Wellesley,  the  respect  which  the  United 
States  owe  to  themselves  will  require  that 
you  return  to  the  United  Stales,  accord- 
ing to  the  permission  hereby  given  by 
the  Piesideiit,  leaving  charged  with  the 
business  of  the  Legation  such  person  as 
von  may  deem  most  fit  for  the  trust.  With 
this  view  a  commission,  as  requirt-d  by  n 
statute  of  the  last  session,  is  hereby  en- 
closed, with  a  blank  for  a  Secretary  of 
Legation.  But  this  step  you  will  not 
consider  yourself  as  instructed  to  take,  in 
case  you  should  have  commenced,  with  a 
prospect  of  a  satisfactory  result,  the  nego- 
ciations  authorised  by  my  letter  of  the 
20th  of  January. — In  a  letter  of  the  4th  of 
this  inonth,  I  transmitted  to  you  a  copy  of 
the  Act  of  Congress,  at  their  last  Session, 
concerning  the  commercial  intercourse 
betweeiJ  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
tain and  France.  You  will  herewith  re- 
ceive another  copy  of  the  same  Act.  In 
the  fourth  section  of  this  Statute  you  will 
perceive  a  wqw  modification  of  the  policy 
of  the  United  States,  and  you  will  let  it  be 
understood  by  the  British  Government, 
that  thia  provision  will  be  duly  carried 
into  ellect  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
— A  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  affair 
of  the  Chesapeake  is  very  desirable.  The 
views  of  the  President  upon  this  delicate 
subject  you  may  collect,  not  only  from 
the  instructions  heretofore  given  to  you, 
but  from  the  senlimtnls  that  had  been 
manifested  on  the  part  of  this  Government 
in  the  discussion  with  Mr.  Rose,  and  from 
the  terms  and  conditions  contained  in  the 
arrangement  made  \'/\i\\  Mr.  Erskine. 
And  conformable  with  these  views,  thus 
to  be  collected,  you  will  consider  your- 
self hereby  instructed  to  negociate  and 
conclude  an  arrangement  with  the  British 
Government  in  relation  to  the  attack  on 
the  Chesapeake. — I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  &c.  R.  Smith. 

3Ir.  Smith  to  Mr.  Pinkney.    Department  of 
State,  July  2,  1810. 

Sir — Your  several'  letters  of  the  3th  and 
9th  of  April,  and  2d  and  3d  of  May  have 
been  received. — Whilst  it  was  not  knowr> 
on  the  one  hand,  hov/  far  the  French  Go- 
vernment would  adhere  to  the  apparent  im- 
port of  the  condition  as  first  communicated, 
on  which  the  Berlin  Decrees  would  be 
revoked,  and  on  the  otlier  hand,  what  ex- 
planations v/ould  be  given  by  the  British 
Governmerst  v^ith  respect  to  its  blockades 
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prior  to  that  Decree^  the  course  deemed 
proper  to  l)c  taken  was  that  pointed  out 
in  my  kltcr  to  you  of  Nov,  ]  1,  and  in  that 
to  Get).  Arinslroiig  of  the  1st  of  Der. 
The  precise  and  formal  declaration  since 
made  by  the  French  Government,  that 
the  condition  was  limited  to  the  blockades 
of  France,  or  ports  of  France,  of  a  date 
prior  to  the  Berlin  Decree,  and  the  ac- 
Lnowlrdgment  of  the  British  Govein- 
nient  of  the  existence  of  such  blockades, 
particularly  that  of  May,  1806,  vvith  a 
failure  to  revoke  it,  or  even  to  aJnait  the 
constraclive  extinguishment  of  it,  held  "n 
your  letter  to  the  Marquis  Weilesley,  give 
to  the  subject  a  new  aspect  and  a  decided 
character.— As  the  British  Government 
had  constantly  alledged  that  the  Berlin 
Decree  was  the  original  aggression  on  our 
neutral  commerce;  that  her  Orde-s  in 
Council  were  but  a  retaliation  on  that 
Decree,  and  had,  moreover,  on  that  ground 
asserted  an  obligation  on  the  "United 
States  to  take  eiiectual  measures  against 
the  Decree,  as  a  preliminary  to  the  repeal 
of  the  Orders,  nothing  could  be  more  rea- 
sonable than  to  expect,  that  the  condi- 
tion, in  the  shape  last  presented,  would  be 
readily  accepted.  The  President  is  there- 
fore equally  disappointed  and  dissatisfied 
at  the  abortiveness  of  your  correspondence 
*vith  Lord  Weilesley,  in  this  important 
subject.  He  entire  ly  approves  the  deter- 
mination you  took  to  resume  it  with  a  view 
to  the  special  and  immediate  obligation 
lying  on  the  British  Government  to  cancel 
the  illegal  blockades;  and  you  are  in- 
structed, in  case  the  answer  to  your  letter 
of  the  30lh  of  April  should  not  be  satis- 
factory, to  represent  to  the  British  Go- 
vernment, in  terms  temperate  but  explicit, 
that  the  United  States  consider  themselves 
authorised  by  strict  and  unquestionable 
right,  as  well  as  supported  by  the  princi- 
ples heretofore  applied  by  Great  Britain 
to  the  case,  in  claiming  and  expecting  a 
, revocation  of  the  illegal  blockades  of 
France,  of  a  date  prior  to  that  of  the  Ber- 
lin Decree,  as  preparatory  to  a  further  de- 
mand of  the  revocation  of  that  Decree. — 
It  ought  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  Brf- 
lish  Government  in  repdy  to  such  a  repre- 
f.eutation,  will  contend  that  a  blockade, 
like  that  of  May,  1806,  from  the  Elbe  to 
Brest,  a  coast  of  not  less  than  100-  miles, 
proclaimed  four  years  since,  without  hav- 
ing been  at  any  time  attempted  to  be  duly 
executed  by  the  application  of  a  naval 
force,  is  a  blockade  conformable  to  the 
law  -  of  nations^  and   consistent  with  the 


neutral  rights.  Such  a  pretext  is  com- 
pletely barred,  not  only  by  the  unanimous 
aulhoi  ities  both  of  writers  and  treaties  on 
this  point,  not  excepting  even  British  trea- 
ties; but  by  the  rule  of  blockade  commu- 
nicated by  that  Government  to  this,  in 
the  year  lh09,  in  which  it  is  laid  down 
that  orders  have  been  given  not  to  con- 
sider any  blockade  of  those  islands  (Mar- 
tinique and  Guadaloupe)  as  existing,  unless 
in  respect  to  particular  ports  which  may 
be  actually  invested;  and  then  not  to 
capture  any  vessels  bound  to  such  port, 
unless  they  shall  have  previously  been 
warned  not  to  enter  them,  and  that  they 
(the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty)  had  also 
sent  the  necessary  directions  on  the  sub- 
ject to  the  Judges  of  the  Vice-Ad  mi  rally 
Courts  in  the  West  Indies  and  America. — 
In  this  communication  it  is  expressly  stated 
that  the  rule  to  the  British  courts  of 
cruizers  was  furnished  in  consequence  of 
the  representations  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  against  block- 
ades, not  unlike  that  now  in  question,  and 
with  the  expression  of  redressing  the 
grievance  complained  of.  Nor  ought  it 
to  be  presumed  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment will  formally  resort  to  the  plea  that 
her  naval  force,  although  unapplied,  is 
adequate  to  the  enforcement  of  the  block- 
ade of  May,  iS06,  and  that  this  forms  a 
legal  distinction  between  that  and  the 
Berlin  Decree  of  November  following. 
Were  it  admitted  that  an  adequate  force 
existed,  and  was  applicable  to  such  a  pur- 
pose, the  absurdity  of  confounding  the 
power  to  do  a  thing,  with  the  actually 
doing  of  it,  speaks  for  itself  In  the  pre- 
sent case,  the  absurdity  is  peculiarly 
striking — a  port  blockaded  by  sea,  with- 
out a  ship  near  it,  being  a  contradiction 
in  terms,  as  well  as  a  perversion  of  law 
and  of  common  sense. — From  the  language 
of  Lord  Wellesley's  two  letters,  it  is  pos- 
sible h^  may  endeavour  to  evade  the  mea- 
sure required,  by  subtle  comments  on  the 
posture  given  to  the  blockade  of  May, 
1S06,  by  the  succeeding  orders  of  1807. 
But  €ven  here  he  is  met  by  the  case  of 
blockade  of  Copenhagen  and  other  ports  of 
Zealand  in  the  year  180S — at  a  time  when 
these  with  all  Danish  ports  were  embraced 
by  these  orders  of  1807 — -a  proof  that, 
however  the  orders  and  blockades  may  be 
regarded  as  in  some  respects  the  same, 
they  are  regarded  in  others  as  having  a 
distmct  operation,  and  may  consequently 
co-exist,  without  being  absolutely  merged 
in,  or  superseded,  the  one  by  the  other.— 
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In  the  difficulties  which  the  British  Go- 
vernment must  feel  in  finding  a  gloss  for 
the  extravagant  principles  of  her  paper 
blockades,  it  may  perhaps  wish  to  infer 
an  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  this  Go- 
vernment, from  the  silence  under  which 
thev  have,  in  some  instances  passed. 
Should  a  disposition  to  draw  such  an  in- 
ference shew  itself  you  will  be  able  to 
meet  it  b}^  an  a|)peal,  not  only  to  success- 
ful remonstrance  in  the  letter  to  Mr. 
Thornton  above  cited,  but  to   the  answer 

given  to  Mr.  Merry,  of  June, ,  of  the 

notification  of  a  blockade  in  the  year 
1 806,  as  a  precise  and  authentic  record  of 
the  light  in  which  such  blockades  and  the 
notification  of  them  were  viewed  by  the 
United  States ;  copies  of  the  answer  have 
been  heretofore  forwarded,  and  another  is 
now  inclosed,  as  an  additional  precai!ticn 
against  miscarriage, — Whatever  may  be 
the  answer  to  the  representation  and  re- 
quisition which  you  are  instructed  to  make, 
you  will  transmit  it  without  delay  to  this 
Department.  Should  it  be  of  a  satisfactory 
nature  you  will  hasten  to  forward  it  also 
to  the  diplomatic  functionary  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris,  who  will  be  instructed  to 
make  a  proper  use  of  it  for  obtaining  a  re- 
peal of  the  French  Decree  of  Berlin,  and 
to  proceed,  currently  with  you,  in  bring- 
ing about  successive  removals  by  the  two 
Governments  of  their  predatory  Edicts. — 
I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  state  to 
you,  that  it  is  deemed  of  great  importance 
that  our  Ministers  of  Foreign  Courts,  and 
especially  at  Paris  and  London,  should  be 
kept,  the  one  by  the  other,  informed  of  the 
state  of  our  affairs  at  each.  R.  Smith. 


General  Armstrong  to  the  Duke  of  Cadore. — 
Paris,  Sept.  7,  1810. 

Sir— Your  Excellency  will  not  think  me 
importunate  if  I  should  employ  the  last 
moments  of  my  stay  in  Paris,  in  seeking 
an  explicit  declaration  of  the  follov/ing 
points  : — 1st.  Has  the  decree  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, of  the  23d  March  last,  enjoining 
acts  of  reprisal  agains-  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  on  account  of  their  late 
law  of  Non-Intercourse,  been  recalled  ? — 
2d.  What  will  be  the  operation  (on  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States)  of  his  Majes- 
ty's decrees  of  July  last,  forbidding  the 
departure  of  neutral  ships  from  the  ports 
of  France,  unless  provided  with  Imperial 
licences  i*  Are  ship  licences  merely  sub- 
stitutes for  clearances  ;  or  do  they  pre- 
scribe regulations  to  be  observed  by  the 


holders  of  them  without  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States  ?  Do  they  confine  the 
permitted  intercourse  to  two  ports  only  of 
the  United  States ;  and  do  they  enjoin 
that  all  the  shipments  be  made  on  French 
account  exclusively  ? — Is  it  his  Majesty's 
v>'i!l  that  the  seizures  made  in  the  ports  of 
Spain  and  other  places  on  the  principle  of 
reprisal,  shajl  become  a  subject  of  present 
or  future  negociation  between  the  two  Go- 
vernments ? — 1  need  not  suggest  to  your 
Excellency  the  interest  both  Governments 
have  in  the  answers  that  may  be  given  to 
these  questions,  and  how  nearly  connected 
they    are    with   the    good    understanding 

which  ought  to   subsist  between  them 

After  the  great  st,ep  lately  tr^ken  by  his 
Pilijesty  towards  an  accommodation  of 
differences,  are  we  not  at  liberty  to  sup- 
pose'that  ?Lny  new  consideration  will  arise 
which  shall  either  retard  or  prevent  the 
adoption  of  measures  necessary  to  a  fall 
restoration  of  the  commercial  intercourse 
and  friendly  relations  of  the  two  powers  ? 
— I  cannot  omit  expressing  on  this  occa- 
sion, the  sense  I  shall  carry  with  me  of  the 
maJiy  obligations  I  am  personally  nnder 
to  your  Excellency,  and  of  the  very  bigJi 
consideration  with  which  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be,  your  most  obedient  and  hum» 
ble  servant, —  John  Armstrong. 

The  Duke  of  Cadore  to  General  Armstrong.'— ^ 
Paris, 'Sept.  12,  1810. 

Sir — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the 
7th  of  September,  that  which  F wrote  to 
you  the  same  day,  answered  the  first  ques- 
tions you  put  to  me. — I  will  add  to  what  I 
had  the  honour  to  write  to  you,  that  the 
Decree  of  the  23d  of  March  1810,  which 
ordered  reprisals  in  coiisequence  of  the 
A^t  of  Congress  of  the  1st  of  March,  1 809, 
was  repealed  as  soon  as  we  were  informed 
of  the  repeal  of  the  Act  of  Non-intercourse, 
passed  against  France, — On  your  second 
question,  I  hasten  to  declare  to  you,  that 
American  vessels  loaded  with  merchan- 
dize, the  growth  of  the  American  Pro- 
vinces, will  be  received  without  difiiculty 
in  the  ports  of  France,. provided  they  have 
not  suffered  their  flag  to  lose  its  national 
character,  by  submitting  to  the  Acts  of 
the  British  Council.  They  may  in  like 
manner,  depart  from  the  ports  of  France. 
— The  Emperor  has  given  licences  to 
American  vessels.  It  is  the  only  flag 
which  has  obtained  them.  In  this  his 
Majesty  has  intended  to  give  a  proof  of 
the  respect  he  loves  to  shew  the  Ameri- 
cans.    If  he  is  somewhat  dissatisfied  [peu 
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satisfait]  that  they  havo  not  as  yet  been 
able  to  succeed  in  causing  their  flag  to  be 
respected,  at  least,  he,  sees  witii  pleasure 
that  they  are  far  from  acknowledging  the 
tyrannical  principles  of  Eni^lich  Legisla- 
tion.— The  American  vessels  which  may 
b'5  loaded  on  account  of  Frenchmen  or  on 
ticcouRt  of  Americans,  will  be  admitted 
into  the  ports  of  France. — As  to  the  mer- 
chandize confiscated,  it  having  been  con- 
fiscated as  a  measure  of  reprisal,  the  prin- 
ciples of  reprisal  must  be  the  law  in  that 
^ilFair. — Ihave  the  honour  tarenewto  you. 
Sir,  the  assurances  of  my  high  couiiJera- 
tion. — CiiAMPAGNY,  Due  de  Cadore.       , 

From  Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Pinknej/.    Depart- 
ment of  State,  Oct.  \Qth,  1810. 

Sir  ;  Your  dispatch  of  the  'iith  of  Au- 
gust, enclosing  a  newspaper  statement  of 
a  letter  from  the  duke  of  Cadore  to  gen, 
Armstrong,  notifying  a  revocation  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees,  has  been  re- 
ceived. It  ought  not  to  be  doubted  that 
this  step  of  the  French  Government  will  be 
followed  by  a  repeal  on  the  part  of  the 
British  Government  of  its  Orders  iu  Coun- 
cil. And  if  a  termination  of  the  crisis  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
be  really  intended,  the  repeal  ought  lo 
include  the  system  of  paper  blockades, 
which  diller  in  the  name  only  from  the 
retaliatory  system  comprised  in  the  Orders 
ill  Council.  From  the  complexion  of  the 
British  prints,  not  to  mention  other  con- 
siderations, the  paper  blockades  may, 
however,  not  be  abandoned.  There  is 
hence  a  prospect  that  the  United  States 
may  be  brought  to  issue  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, on  the  legality  of  such  blockades.  In 
such  case,  as  it  cannot  be  expected  that 
the  United  States,  founded  as  they  are,  in 
law  and  right,  can  acquiesce  in  the  vali- 
dity of  the  British  practice,  it  lies  with 
the  British  Government  to  remove  the  dif- 
ficulty. In  addition  to  the  considerations 
heretofore  stated  to  you  i)i  former  letters, 
you  may  bring  to  the  view  of  the  British 
Government  the  retrospective  operations 
of  those  diplomatic  notitications  of  block- 
ades, which  consider  a  notice  to  the  minis- 
ter as  a  notice  to  his  Government  and  to 
the  merchants  who  are  at  the  distance  of 
3,000  miles.  It  will  recur  to  your  recol- 
lection, that  the  present  ministry,  in  the 
debates  of  parliament,  in  opposition  to 
the  authors  of  the  Orders  of  January, 
1S07,  denied  that  they  were  warranted 
by  the  laws  of  nalioHS.  The  analogy  be- 
tween these  Orders  and  the  blockade  of  May 
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U'0<>,  in  so  far  as  both  relate  to  a  trade  be- 
tween enemy's  ports,  furnishes  an  appeal 
to  the  consistency  of  those  now  in  office, 
and  an  answer  to  attempts  by  them  to  vin- 
dicate the  legality  of  that  blockade.  It  is 
remarkable,  also,  that  this  blockade  is 
founded  on  the  new  and  extraordinary 
means  resorted  to  by  the  enemy,  for  the 
purpose  of  distressing  the  commerce  of  Bri- 
tish subjects.  What  arc  those  means?  In 
what  respect  do  they  violate  our  neutral 
rights?  Arc  they  still  in  operation?  It  is 
believed  that  true  answers  to  these  ques- 
tions will  enforce  the  obligation  of  yield- 
ing to  our  demaiuls  on  this  subject.  You 
may  also  refer  the  British  Government  to 
the  characteristic  definition  of  a  blockaded 
port,  as  set  forth  in  their  Treaty  with  Rus- 
sia, June,  1801,  the  preamble  of  which 
declares,  that  one  of  its  objects  was  to  set- 
tle an  invariable  determination  of  their 
principles  upon  the  rights  of  neutrality. 
-^Should  the  British  Government  unex- 
pectedly lesort  to  the  pretext  of  an  acqui- 
escence on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
in  their  practice,  it  may  be  remarked,  that 
prior  to  as  uell  as  during  the  present  ad- 
ministration, this  Government  has  invaria- 
bly protested  against  such  pretensions; 
and,  in  addition  to  other  instances  hereto- 
fore communicated  to  you,  I  herewith 
transmit  to  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  to 
the  department  of  State,  of  July  15,  1799, 
from  Mr.  King,  our  Minister  in  London, 
and  also  such  part  of  Mr.  Marshall's  letter 
to  him  of  the  20th  September,  1800,  as  re- 
lates to  the  subject  of  blockades.  And  it 
may,  moreover,  be  urged,  that  the  princi- 
ple now  contended  for  by  the  United. 
States,  was  maintained  against  others,  as 
well  as  Great  Britain,  as  appears  from  the 
accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  to  our  Mi- 
nister at  Madrid,  in  the  year  ISOl.  To 
this  principle  the  L^^nited  States  also  ad- 
hered, when  a  belligerent,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  blockade  of  Tripoli,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  annexed  letter  from  the  navy  de- 
partment. You  will  press  on  the  justice, 
iriendship,  and  policy  of  Great  Britain, 
such  a  course  of  proceeding  as  willobriate 
the  dilemma  resulting  to  the  United  States, 
from  a  refusal  to  put  an  end  to  the  paper 
blockades  as  well  as  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil.— -The  necessity  of  revoking  the  block- 
ade of  Copenhagen,  as  notified  to  you 
in  May  1S08,  will  not  escape  your  at- 
tention. Its  continuance  may  embarrass 
us  with  Denmark  if  not  with  France. — 
Your  answer  to  the  Corfu  blockades  is 
approved;    and  should  the  ansner  to  it 
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render  a  reply  necessary,  the  President 
directs  you  to  remonstrate  against  such  a 
blockade  ;  availing  yourself  as  far  as  tiiey 
may  be   applicable,  of  the   ideas  in  the 
letter  to  Mr.  Charles  Pinkney,  of  October 
1801,   and    particularly   of   the   proof  it 
affords  of  our  early  remonstrance  against 
the    principle   of    such    blockades. — No 
communication  having  yet  been  made  by 
Gen.  Armstrong,  of  a  letter  to  him  from 
the   Duke   of   Cadore,  declaring  that  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees  will   cease  to 
be   in  force  from   the   1st  of  Nov.  next, 
I  can  at  this  time  only  inform  you,  that  if 
the  proceedings  of   the  French  Govern- 
ment,   when    officially   received,    should 
correspond  with  the  printed  letter  of  the 
Duke  of  Cadore,  enclosed  in  your  dis- 
patch, you  will  let  the  British  Govern- 
ment understand  that  on  the  1st  day  of 
November,  the  President  will   issue   his 
Proclamation  conformable  to  the  Act  of 
Congress,  and   that  the   Non-intercourse 
Law  will  consequently  be  revived  against 
Great  Britain.     And   if  the   British  Go- 
vernment should  not,  with  the  early  notice 
received  of   the    repeal   of    the  French 
Decrees,  have  revoked  all  its  Orders  which 
violate  our  neutral  rights,  it  should  not  be 
overlooked,  that    Congress,  at  their   ap- 
proaching session,  may  be  induced  not  to 
wait  for  the  expiration  of  the  three  months 
(which  were  allowed,  on  the  supposition 
that  the  first  notice  might  pass  through 
tlie  United  States)  before  they  give  effect 
to   the  renewal  of  the   Non-Intercourse. 
This    consideration    ought    to    have    its 
weight  in  dissuading  the  British  Govern- 
nient  from  the  policy,  in  every  respect 
misjudged,  of  procrastinating  the  repeal 
of  its  illegal  edicts. — If  the  British  Go- 
vernment be  sincerely  disposed  to  come 
to  a  good  understanding,  and  to  cultivate 
a   friendly  intercourse   with   the    United 
States,  it  cannot  but  be  sensible  of  the 
necessity,   in   addition   to   a   compliance 
with  the  Act  of  Congress,  of  including, 
at  this  time  a  general  arrangerraent  of  the 
topics  between  the  two  countries ;    and, 
above  ail,  such  a  one,  as  wiii,  upon  equit- 
table  terms  effectually  put  a  stop  to  the 
insufferable  vexations  to  which  our  seamen 
.    bave  been  and  yet  are  exposed  from  the 
British    practice   of    impressment,   which 
has  so  strong  a  bearing  on. our  neutrality, 
and  to  which  no  nation  can  subsmt  con- 
sistently with  its  independency.     Tq  this 
very  interesting  subject  you  will,  there- 
fore, recal  the    alteation   of  the  British 
Governnjwit,  atud^you  will  accordingly 


consider  yourself  hereby  authorised  to 
dif^cuss  and  adjust  the  same  separately, 
conformably  to  the  instructions  in  my 
letter  to  you  of  the  20th  of  January  la^t, 
on  the  condition,  however,  contained  in 
that  letter,  namely,  that  the  requisite 
atonen^ent  shall  have  been  previously 
made,  in  the  case  of  the  outrages  on  the 
Chesapeake.  But  as  in  this  case  every 
admissible  advance  has  been  exhausted 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  it  will 
be  improper  to  renew  the  subject  to  the 
British  Government,  with  whicii  it  must 
lie,  to  come  forward  v/ith  the  requisite 
satisfaction  to  the  United  States,  You 
will,  tlierefore,  merely  evince  a  disposi- 
tion to  meet  in  a  conciliatory  form,  any 
overtures  that  may  be  made  on  the  part 
of  the  British  Government. — ^The  British 
Government,  having  so  long  omitted  to 
fulfil  the  just  expectations  of  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  a  successor  to  Mr. 
Jackson,  notwithstanding  the  reiterated 
assurances  to  you  of  such  an  intention, 
has  no  claims  to  further  indulgence.  On 
the  receipt  of  this  letter,  therefore,  should 
the  appointment  of  a  Plenipoteatiarv  suc- 
cessor not  have  been  made  and  communi- 
cated to  j-ou,  you  will  let  your  purp<jse  be 
known  of  returning  to  the  United  States^ 
unless,  indeed,  the  British  Government 
should  have  unequivocally  manifested  a 
disposition  ,  to  revoke  their  Orders  in 
council,  conformably  to  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  May  last,  and  our  affairs  with 
them  should  have  accordingly  taken  so 
favourable  a  turn  as  to  justify,  in  your 
judgment,  a  further  suspension  of  it.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,"  &c.      R.  SmitTi. 


Spain. Stalue  to  George  III.        •Sitting 

of  the  Cortes,  Nov.  19,  IS  10. 

Sencr  Perez  de  Castro,  addressing  the 
Cortes,  spoke  in  substance  as  follows: — 
"  I  have  long  felt  a  desire  to  propose  to 
the  Cortes  a  resolution,  the  adoption  of 
which  appears  to  me  very  proper,  be- 
cause it  is  very  just;  but  the  important 
affairs  which  have  occupied  your  Majesty 
since  your  installation,  and  the  multitude 
of  occurrences,  if  not  so  important  in 
themselves,  yet  at  least  a! !  springing  from 
the  wish  to  advance  in  the  grand  career 
of  liie  salvation  of  the  country,  have  hi- 
therto prevented  me  in  spite  of  myself. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  have  been  able  to 
observe,  with  much  satisfaction,  on  re- 
peated occasions,  that  the  opinion  of  many 
Deputies  of  the  Cortes;  as  appeared  from 
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their  speeches,  was  in  accordance  with 
jTiy  own  ideas;  therefore,  I  submit  them 
to  j-our  Majesty,  in  tlie  well-founded  con- 
ffdence  that  they  will  merit  your  iiigh  ap- 
probation. I  mean  to  speak  of  the  pro- 
found gratitude  which  the  Spauish  nation 
i'eels  for  England,  its  generous  ally.  The 
whole  world  knows  how  much  we  are 
indebted  to  her  illustrious  Sovereign,  as 
great  in  his  sentiments  towards  the  Spa- 
niard?, as  determined  in  his  purpose  to 
protect  their  sacred  cause.  There  is  not 
a  patriot,  who,  so  to  speak,  does  not  feel 
his  sensibiliiy  excited  when  contemplat- 
ing the  abundant  supplies  of  troops,  arms, 
ships,  and  money  which  the  generous  Bri- 
tish nation  lias  freely  bestowed  on  Spain 
from  the  monicnt  at  which  it  beheld  our 
heroic  resolution.  Donaiions,  praises, 
enthusiasm,  all  have  been  lavished  by  the 
English  people  on  their  ally;  and  pos- 
terity, painting  in  majestic  colours  the 
heroism,  the  constancy,  and  fidelity  of 
Spain,  will  place  in  the  same  picture  the 
unbounded  generosity  and  truly  inimit- 
able exertions  of  Great  Britain  in  our  be- 
half, England  knows  our  gratitude,  the 
whole  world  knows  it;  it  is  engraven  on  our 
hearts ;  our  past  governments  have  repeat- 
ed it  on  every  occasion  that  offered;  butitis 
just,  it  is  necessary,  that  the  whole  nation, 
that  is,  the  Cortes,  who  represent  it,  in  the 
fullest  manner  should  solemnly  manifest 
it,  bv  voting  an  eternal  monument  of  na- 
tional gratitude  to  the  worthy  head  of 
their  great  nation.  Thus  shall  we  perform 
a  sacred  dutj' ;  thus  we  shall  give  a  public 
proof  of  one  of  those  virtues,  which  greatly 
characterise  the  noble  nation  whom  we 
represent,  I  mean  gratitude.  Let  us  de- 
clare at  the  same  time,  that  we  will  never 
lay  down  our  arms  till  we  have  seen  se- 
cured our  independence,  the  integrity  of 
our  territory  in  both  hemispheres  without 
dismemberment,  and  our  lawful  King  free. 
Let  us  run  the  painful  but  heroic  and  glo- 
rious course  of  our  holy  war,  always  in 
good  understanding  with,  always  united  to 
the  great  nation  which  aids  us  so  gene- 
rously ;  and  may  that  union  b^  as  eternal, 
as  the  ties  are  sacred  and  sincere  which 
bind  us  to  our  ally,  by  the  last  treaty  of 
the  1 4th  January,  1809.  My  wish  is,  that 
since  such  are  the  vows  of  the  whole  na- 
tion, its  representatives  also  may  sanction 
them.  If  the  Cortes  think  fit  to  adopt  my 
id^as,  I  beg  permission  to  read  the  heads 
of  a  decree,  conformable  to  what  I  have 


[103 

suggested. — The  motion  wns  approved  of 
by  acclamation.  The  decree  was  then 
read,  which  was  also  carried  by  acclama- 
tion, without  the  alteration  of  a  single 
word.  Joy  was  depicted  in  the  counte- 
nance of  all  the  spectators,  and  the  grati- 
tude which  filled  their  bosoms  was  dis- 
played by  the  most  affecting  demonstra- 
tions of  applause. 

Decree. 
The  Cortes  General  and  Extraordinary, 
actuated  by  the  most  lively  and  sincere 
gratitude  towards  h^s  Most  Sacred  Majesty 
George  the  Third,  Pving  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Biitain  and  Ireland,  for 
the  most  generous  interest  he  has  display- 
ed, and  for  the  important  assistance  he  has 
afforded  the  Spanish  nation,  in  liberally 
supplying  her  with  arms,  money,  troops, 
ships,  and  stores,  from  the  first  moment  in 
which  the  provinces  raised  the  loud  ac- 
claim of  independence  and  fidelity  to 
tht'ir  legitimate  Sovereign  King  Ferdinand 
Vllth,  insidiously  ensnared,  captured,  and 
insulted  by  the  unprincipled  Usurper  of 
the  Throne  of  France,  Napoleon  Buona- 
parte: — hereby  decree,  that  a  public  Bio- 
nument  shall  be  erected  to  his  Majesty 
George  the  Third,  in  testimony  of  the  na- 
tional gratitude  of  Spain,  not  only  to  an 
august,  generous  Sovereign,  but  to  the  un- 
conquerable English  Nation,  for  the  ar- 
dour and  patriotism  which  she  has  evinced 
in  the  glorious  cause  of  Spain.  The  Cortes 
at  the  same  time  declare,  that  the  Spanish 
Nation  will  not  lay  down  her  arms  until 
she  ha.s  secured  her  independence,  the  ab- 
solute integrity  of  the  Spauish  Monarchy 
in  both  worlds,  and  recovered  it  for  her 
lawful  Sovereign,  Ferdinand  VII.  actinsf 
always  with  the  concurrence,  and  in  the 
most  perfect  harmony,  with  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  in  pursuance  of  the  strict 
amity,  and  the  perfect  and  indissoluble 
alliance,  solemnly  stipulated  in  the  treaty 
of  the  1 4.th  of  January,  1 809 .  The  Coun- 
cil of  Regency  will  take  care  to  make 
known  to  his  Majesty,  respecting  the  most 
solemn  and  appropriate  manner  in  which 
the  same  can  be  executed,  and  will  also 
submit  to  the  Cortes  the  plan  which  it 
thinks  will  be  the  best  for  carrying  such 
national  intention  into  effect.  The  Council 
conceives  it  proper,  in  the  first  instance, 
with  a  view  to  the  attainment  of  the  de- 
sired object,  that  this  Decree  shall  be 
printed,  and  publicly  circulated. — Luis 
Del  Monte,  President. — Manuel  Luxan. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

The  Regency.* Before  I  j>ioce'=J  to 

what  I  intended  principally  to  mak  "iie 
subject  of  cbservatlon  in  tiiis  Number, 
I  think  it  necessary  to  go  back,  for  a  little, 
to  the  subject  of  Reform,  treated  of  in  aiy. 
last.  I  there  spoke  of  the  measure  as  ne- 
cessarj'  to  produce  that  sort  of  spiri':  and 
union  in  the  country,  now  so  iouJly 
called  for  by  all  the  circumstances  of  tha 
nation,  both  at  home  anci  abroad  ;  bat,  I 
omitted  to  notice  one  possible  emergency, 
in  which  the  beneficial  effect  of  this  great 
conciliatory  measure  must  be  felt  in  a  de- 
gree hardly  to  be  calculated:  I  mean,  the 
emei-gency  attending  the  total  destruction 
of  the  Paper'Monei/,  an  emergency,  which 
every  one  will  allow  to  be  possible,  and 
which  all  those,  who  have  much  reflected 
upon  the  matter,  will  allow  to  be  probable  ; 
and,  one  would  think,  that  there'  could 
not  be  found  a  man,  even  amongst  the 
most  venal,  to  deny  this  position,  after 
the  Report  of  the  Bullion  Committee  and 
the  declarations  of  many  of  those  men, 
who,  if  they  possibly  could  have  done  it, 
would  still  have  disguised  from  the  people 

the   real  state   of  the  Paper-money. r- 

Mr.  HusKissoN  has  acknowledged,  that 
the  Bank-Notes,  in  v»hich  the  Dividends 
in  the  Funds  are  paid,  have  depreciated 
15  per  cent,  and  he  has  said,  in  express 
words,  that  the  Fund-holder  now  receives 
only  17  shillings  in  the  pound,  out  of 
which  he  pays  2  shillings  more  in  la- 
come  Tax,  reducing   his  former  pound  to 

15  shillings. Mr.  Horne  Tooke  long 

ago  said  that  this  would  be  the  case. 
During  the  short  time  that  he  v/as  in  Par- 
liament, he  uttered  more  good  sense,  upon 
subjects  of  Political  Oeconomy,  than  I 
have  ever  heard  of  being  uttei*:;!  in  that 
House  for  the  last  30  years.  He  dealt  not 
in  fine-spun  stuff  that  has  no  other  effect 
than  that  of  puzzling  plain  men,  and  that 
always  has  its  rise  in  a  want  of  clear  no- 
tions in  the  speaker  or  writer.  He  saw 
the  thing  clearly  himself;  and  he  com- 
municated his  knowledge  to  others,  in  a 
way  that  no  man  of  common  sense  could 

fail  to   understand. He  said   it  would 

bg  as  the  J^ullioa  CoRimittee  hav^  now 
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declared  it  to  be;  he  said  that  the  pound 
of  interest  in  the  funds  would  goon  sink- 
ing lowor  and  lower  in  value,  till  at  iast(if 
the  progress  were  not  interrupted  by  some 
convulsion)  the  pound  of  interest  v.ould  not 

purcnasea  quartern  loaf. Now,  that  this 

depreciation  will  continue  is  certain.  All 
the  powers  upon  eavth  cannot  prevent  it. 
And  it  must  finally  produce  its  natural 
and  inevitable  consequences.  These  con- 
sequences may  not  be  attended  with  any 
violent  shock,  though  any  violent  shock  that 
should  accelerate  or  produce  the  catas- 
trophe, would  also  make  that  catastrophe 
the  more  dangerous.  The  ^/;«e,  too,  may 
be  niore  or  less  distant;  events  from  with- 
out or  v.'ithin  may  operate  upon  the  pa- 
per system  more  or  less  rapidly;  but,  the 
death  of  you  or  me,  reader,  is  not  more 
certain,  than  the  catastrophe  nov/  in  con- 
templation.  This  being   the   case,   a 

wise  government  will  look  forward  to  it ;  it 
will  i)e  amongst  the  objects  for  which  such 
a  government  will  endeavour  to  provide. 
And,  in  the  making  of  such  provision, 
will  a  wise  government  leave  the  temper, 
the  disposition,  the  wishes,  of  the  people 
out  of  the  question?  Will  not  a  wise 
government  do  all  that  it  can  to  leave 
the  people  no  solid  ground  of  complaint 
in  such  a  crisis,  when,  in  spite  of  all  that  can 
be  done,  so  much  must  depend  upon  the 
disposition  of  the  people,  and  when,  indeed* 
the  very  existence  of  the  government  and 
the  maintenance  of  order  and  of  law  will  rest 
upon  that  sole  foundation  ?— — «-At  such  a* 
time  there  ouglit  to  be  left  in  being  no  great 
and  general  grievance;  for,  is  it  not  mani- 
fest, does  not  common  sense,  as  we'l  as  the 
experience  of  the  world,  teach  us,  that,  ii" 
such  grievance  were,  at  such  a  ti.me,  in 
being,  that  the  people  would  not  bs  likely 
to  cease  their  complaints,  and,  indeed, 
that  they^  would  seize  upon  that  very 
moment  lor  urging  them  in  all  the  wliys 
in  their  power  ?— — That  the  present  state 
of  the  Paper-money  may  be  fairly  as- 
cribed to  the  want  of  a  Reform  of  Par- 
liament there  can,  I  think,  be  no  doubtj 
because,  it  was  the  want  of  that  KeforiTj 
that  led  to  an  expenditure,  which  ptoduceil 
the  expulsion  of  gold  and  the  inundafioRt 

of  paper.    B'Jt^  wijether  ttus  be  adinit:«S 
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or  not,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that,  if  the 
system  produce  any  very  great  and  gene- 
ra! calamity,  the  calamity  would  be  traced 
to  tljat  source,  and  that  it  would  be  no 
wonder  if  the  popular  accusations  wtrc 
even  to   exceed    the  bounds   of  the   real 

truth. Mr.  Pitt  succeeded  in  keeping 

tian-n  the  "  democrats,"  that  is  to  say,  tlie 
r^furmeis,  in  England;  but,  what  was  tl.e 
cost  ?  Six  hundred  millions  added  to  the 
riational  debt,  i»i.d  the  present  fearful  state 
of  ihc  Paper-mci.ey  !  I\'ei!lier,lie  nor  his 
successors  of  the  same  school  have  suc- 
ctedtd  in  keeping  down  the  Debt  and  the 
Taxes.  He  oi'ten  declared,  in  express 
termi,  that  our  National  Debt  was  "  the 
'^  best  ally  cf  Fiance."  What,  then,  did 
he  gain  by  silencing,  for  a  while,  his  old 
co-operators  for  Reform,  if,  in  doing  tliat, 
he  a'lgmenied,  fourfold,  the  strength  of 
"France's  best  a//y  .?"— — That  the  first 
var  with  France  art)se  out  of  a  dread  of 
democracy,  a  urcad  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land obtaining  too  much  power,  is  certain. 
I  do  not  say,  that  there  were  no  men,  at 
that  time,  in  England,  who  wished  to 
overturn  th.e  kingly  government  altoge- 
ther; but  their  numbers  must  have  been 
Tery  small,  and  they  would  have  been,  at 
onccj  discovered  and  eilcctually  put  down 
by  the  granting  of  that  Reform,  for  which 
many  of  the  most  eniineiit  men  in  Eng- 
land had  contended,  and  for  which,  there- 
fore,  it  was  perfectly  reasonable,  that  the 

people  should  still  contend. But,  sup' 

posing  that  the  well-known  moderation 
of  the  people  of  England  was  not  to  bo 
trusted  ;  even  supposing,  that,  if  not  kept 
rfovvn  by  the  means  of  a  war  with  France 
and  of  Barracks  and  an  army  at  liome,  the 
reibvmers  would  have  gone  the  length  of 
demanding  too  great  a  share  for  the  peo- 
\)\e.  Was  it  not  better  to  have  run  that 
risk  than  to  do  what  was  done  ?  Let  us 
suppose  ourselves  now  in  the  year  119^2, 
and  let  me  put  this  question  to  the  great 
Land-holders  h\  England.  "  Yon  have 
"  now  your  choice  :  will  you  have  tcniver- 
*'  sal  suffrage  and  anviial  parliamoUs  in  Eng- 
«'  land;  or  v/ili  you  add  six  hundred  mil- 
"  lions  t*  the  national  debt,  pay  ten  per 
•'  cent,  upon  your  income,  see  France  the 
"absolute  mistress  of  the  Continent  of 
"  Europe,  and  building  navies  in  all  her 
'*  ports  wh(;rewiih  to  attack  you  ?'"'—— 
That  man  of  grent  estate  must,  I  thii^k,  be 
very  perverse  indeed,  who  would  not 
choose  the  former.  What,  then,  has  been 
gained  in  this  eighteen  years  struggle 
tgair.st  popular  priDcipies?      What  has 


r/te  Regency,  [196 

been  gained  by  this  long  "  stand  against 
"  popuiar  aicroachmentf  What  has  beea 
y^aincd,  1  say,  by  the  "success"  of  "  the 
"  gnat  man  iwuano  more"  iu  keeping  down- 
democrats? And,  are  we  to  be  an- 
swered in  the  stale  cant  about  "  the  times" 
anil  about  the  will  of  Providence  to  permit 
this  or  that?      Providence, 

"  — —  The  Univeritril  Cause 

"  Acts  uot  by  partial,  but  b)'  general  laws  ;" 

An<),  amongst  those  laws,  is  this:  that  wis- 
dom shall,  in  the  end,  triumph  over  folly, 
and  that,  in  the  end,  every  crime  shall 
bring  it:?  own  punishment.  If  the  result  of 
this  long  struggle  shall  be  favourable  to 
those  who  have  pursued  the  present  sys- 
tem in  this  country,  then,  indeed,  they 
may  boast  of  its  wisdom ;  but,  until  that 
result  be   known,  it  will   be  too  soon  for 

them  to  boast. In  all   the  concerns  of 

lite,  be  they  of  what  kind  they  may,  the 
failure  of  a  long  series  of  trials  point  out 
the  wisdom  of  a  change.  This  is  the  wis- 
dom of  experience,  which  is  of  so  very 
huiiible  a  sort  that  it  is  possessed  even  by 
the  brutes.  The  ox  that  has  found  yon 
corner  of  the  pasture  sour,  will  feed  there 
no  more ;  the  horse  that  has  felt  the  whip 
will  not  fail  to  flinch  at  its  smack.  What 
would  be  said,  then,  of  the  shepherd,  w  ho, 
having,  year  after  year,  found  the  dell  to 
rot  his  sheep,  were  still  to  lead'them  to  the 
same  spot  ?  And,  yet,  is  this  more  unwise, 
more  absurd,  than  the  conduct  of  those 
statesmen,  who,  having,  for  many  years, 
seen  that  their  system  has  produced  an  an- 
nual increajo  of  expence,  difficulty,  and 

danger,  still  adhere  to  that  system? , 

The  system  of  Anti  Jacobinism  ;  the  sys- 
tem of  making  two  distinct  classes  of  the 
people  ;  the  system  of  keeping  down  re- 
iui  mers ;  -this  system  has  had  an  eighteen 
years  trial.  Tiie  tree  is  known  by  its 
iVuit,  and  the  fr;;it  of  this  syslem  are  seen 
at  the  Bank,  in  Ireland,  in  our  Pauper  List, 

across  the  Cliannel. If  this  begoodfruit; 

if  it  be  such  as  is  pleasant  to  the  taste,  and 
promises  a  healthful  digestion,  let  the  sys- 
tem continue,  and  let  its  author  ba  an  ob- 
ject* of  praise  ;  but,  if  its  taste  be  ^bitter 
and  its  consequences  death,  let  it  be 
c!>angrd  a^  quickly  .as  possible.  And,  as 
the  keeping  down  of  reformers  has  been 
the  great  and  prominent  feature  of  the 
system,  let  the  effects  of  letting  them  up 

again  be  tried. We  have  had  expert' 

merits  enough  in  other  ways.  We  have  had 
all  sorts  of  commercial  and  military  and  na- 
val and  diplomatic  experiments;  we  hav« 
hud  warlike  and  subsidizing  experimeuts; 
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we  have  had  a  peacn  cxpeiiiiient,  and  we 
have  had  an  Union  expeiiment.  What 
have  tiiey  all  done  ?  Have  they  led  to 
hajipiness  at  home  ?  Have  they  lessened 
the  number  of  bankruplcies  ?  Have  they 
strengthened  public  credit  ?  Have  they 
niade  us  secttre  from  ivithout  ?  Well,  then, 
as  all  these  have  failed,  why  not  try  a  new 
course?  VVhy  not  see  what  re/brm  would 
do  ?  It  would  cost  neither  lives  nor  money. 
It  would  require  neitiier  army  nor  fleet. 
It  would  make  no  demands  upon  the  War- 
otTice,  the  Admiralty,  the  Barrack  Depart- 
ment, or  the  Ordnance.  Why  not  try  it, 
then  ?  What  else  is  there  left  to  try  ?  As 
to  diversions  abroad,  tbey  are  over.  The 
war  in  Spain  and  Portugal  is  the  last  of 
these  experiments.       What,  then  is  to  be 

done?  1  ask  au}'^  one  of  the  abettors  of  the 
system  to  point  out  any  thing  that  there  is 

h^ft,  except  the  bare  defence  of  the  coun- 
try ;    and  any  thing  that  be  can  hops  for 

but  that  England  should  be   able  just  to 

avoid  being  conquered  and  made  a  depart- 
ment of  the  French  empire.     Indeed,  this 

is  all  that  the  "  life-and-fortune"  men  now 

pretend   to  hope  tor  ;  so  that  they   have 

brought  all  their  high  boasting,  to  a  pretty 

pass.  They  set  out  with  projects  of  con- 
quest, and  they  now  hope  not  to  be  con- 
quered.    They  set  out  with  resolutions  to 

subdue,  with   bullying  threats  against  all 

the  republicans  in  the  world,  "  crush, stifle, 

*'  strangle,"   were   their  words.      Nothing 

short  of  a  complete  re-establishment  of 

the  old  order  of  things  would  satisfy  them. 

They  looked  as  big  and  as  bluff  as  giants 

amongst  pigmies.      How  changed  !    Now 

they   whine   and   cant  and  turn  up  their 

eyes,  and,   in  a  consumptive  sort  of  voice, 

express  their  fervent  hopes  that  they  shall 

be  able   to  defend  themselves,  or,  rather, 

that  they  shall  be  defended  by  the  people, 

whom  they   so  long  calumniated,  and  no 

small  portion  of  whom  they  would  gladly 

have  seen  hanged.      They  won  the   day. 

They  beat  the  democrats.      They  subscribed 

and  toasted  and  addressed  and  htizzaed :  but, 

tvhat  has  the  victor}'  availed  them  ?  What 

is  their  condition  now  ?  'Yh^y  beat  the  re- 
formers;  but,  the  reformers  are  still  alive, 

and  they  are  not  to  be  killed  by  any  thing. 

Time,  which  is  hard  at  work  against  their 

persecutors,  is  as  hard  at  work  for  them. 
There  is  not,  in  the  whole  ciiapter  of 
events,  one  that  can  be  favourable  to  the 
enemies  of  reform ;  and,  if  the  country 
remains  independent,  reform  will  take 
place.— — But,  how  much  better  would  it 
be  that  it  should  now  originate  with  the 
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government  itself?  IIow  gracious  this 
would  appear;  and  what  an  excellent  ef- 
fect it  would  have  !  That  this  vital  mea- 
«ure ;  this  measure,  withi>ut  which  all 
other  meas,urcs  must  fail  of  producing 
any  great  good,  it  will  not,  perhaps,  be  in 
the  power  of  tiie  Regeni's  ministry  to 
adopt  immediat-sty;  but,  as  I  said  in  my 
last  (and  I  cannot  I'epeat  it  too  ofcen) 
they  may  immediately  give  the  subject 
fair  pkiy ;  tbey  may  evince  their  ivishes 
far  reform  ;  for,  unless  they  do  this,  they 
may  be  well  assured,  that  they  will  have 

no  support  from   the  people, Thty   v.-ill 

take  to  the  govprnrn'-nt  iii  a  une  jjlight. 
They  will  find  an  enormously  expensive 
war  iiT  Spain  and  Portugal,  for  the  perse- 
verance CT- lu/ijc/j ,  they  will  find  all  those 
who  proiit,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
fro!n  (he  taxes.  Such  men  love  war  of  auy 
sort,  if  it  be  but  expensive  and  give  rise  to 
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this  war,  they  will  have  roused  all  this 
description  of  persons  against  them  ;  -and, 
if  they  conliuj?  it,  they  will  thereby 
hasten  the  Paper-numey  crisis.  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  they  will  find  ia 
a  ticklish  state.  The  war  against  the  Re- 
publicans of  France,  which,  it  was  boasted 
bj'^  Mr.  Pitt  and  bis  set,  had  given  uS  the 
trade  of  the  whole  world,  has,  at  last,  led 
to  the  destruction  of  no  small  part  of  that 
trade,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  a  much 
greater  destruction, ——- 1,  for  my  own 
part,  do  not  hold,  that  foreign  trade  is  at 
all  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
independence  and.  the  greatness  of  Eng- 
land, "lam  quite  convinced,  that  it  is  Jiot 
necessary.  But,  it  makes  part  of  the  pre- 
sent system  ;  and,  at  any  rate,  a  great 
diminution  of  it  roust  pr<xt8ce  a  shock; 
it  must,  as  to  certain  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, produce  very  serious  embarrass- 
ment? .  and  it  must  affect  the  revenue 
and  •'.  means  of  propping  up  the  Paper- 
money. It  is  quite  useless  to  laugh  at 

the  idea  of  Napoleon's  banishing  all  our 
trade  from  the  Continent  of  Europe  ;  for, 
it  is  plain  that  he  ivill.do  it.  He  has  al- 
ready red  jced  it  to  a  mere  smuggling  trade. 
He  has  sq  loaded  it  with  embarra-sments 
and  penalties,  that  it  cannot  be  carried  oa 

bu'u  wiih   a  loss  to  us. —Manufacturing 

establishments  \vill  grow  up  en  the- Con- 
tinent, vvliitber  English  manufacturers  will 
go.,  in  sv>arm=:,  as  they  sre  now  going 
irom  Ireland  to  America.  It  is  preposter- 
ous to  suppose,  that  in  the  countries, 
whence  v/e  draw  our  raw  jnateriats,  the 
;  same  goods  cannot  be  made  as  we  njak« 
i       12 
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in  Englanc].  Is  it  not  absurd  to  believe, 
that,  while  a'.I.lhe  vvcol  that  we  meikvi  into 
sui)er{ine  cluth,  cpmed  IVoni  Spain  and 
Germany,  snpfifjne  cloth  cannut  be  m?.de 
in  those  counties?'  See  what  has  beeu, 
only  t'y  tlir  short  cp'ration  of  the  Embargo 
and  Non-  intercourse  Ajts,  done  in  America. 
To  such  an  extent  have  the  cloth  and 
cotton  manufactories  grown  up  there,  that 
Ihave  been  credibly  informed,  that,  dur- 
'•'•\<r  the  last  year,  that  the  Cards  for  card- 
ig  wool  and  cotton,  shipped  for  America 
from  the  Purt  of  Liverpool,  have  exceeded 
in  amount  the  cloths  shipped  at  the  same 
port,  from  the  counties  of  Somerset  and 

Gloucester. 1  always  thought,  that  the 

United  States  could  not  produce  ivool  in 
sufficient  quantity,  on  account  of  the  long 
winters,  which  prevented  the  keeping  of 
sheep.  Tiiis  was  a  wrong  notion,  ground- 
ed upon  the  universal  mode  in  practice  in 
England,  of  keeping  sheep  upon  green 
food  in  winter.  I  now  find,  that,  in  Ger- 
many, whence  comes  i\\e  finest  ivool  in  the 
uorld,  and  where  is  (in  Silesia)  the  very 
finest  flock  of  sheep  in  the  whole  xvorld,  all  the 
sheep  are  kept  m yards  during  sfr  ctokiAs 
in  the  year,  and,  no  small  part  of  the 
time  actually  in  hawses.  These  are  facts 
tiot  to  be  doubted  of.  The  feed  of  the 
%heep,  during  the  long  winter,  consists  of 
"hay,  .straw,  and  roots,  chiefly  potatoes; 
and  this  being  the  case,  America  may 
liave  sheep  in  as  great  abundance  as  they 

•are  in  England. Indeed,  I  understand, 

that  very  great  progress  has  been  already- 
made  in  the  increase  of  sheep  in  America, 
which  has  received  much  assistance  from 
the  breaking  up  of  the  Spanish  flocks,  of 

which  America  has  had   a  share. So 

great  is  the  spirit  of  enterpriise  in  this 
way,  that  a  Very  intimate  friend  of  mine, 
«iear  Philadelphia,  wrote  to  me,  in  July- 
last,  that  the  price  of  a  Spanish  rum  there 
was,  in  some  cases,  a  thousand  dollars; 
-that  is  to  say,  £.  225  of  our  Bank  of  Eng- 
land note  money.  But,  there  have  been 
great  numbers  sent  to  America  since  that 
time,  from  Spain  and  Portugal ;  and, 
which  is  not  a  little  curious,  many  thou- 
sands, which  I,  at  one  time,  notified  that  I 
expected  to  receive  in  Hampshire,  are,  I 
have  every  reason  to  suppose,  and,  for  the 
«:ike  of  the  worthy  ouner,  I  anxiously 
hope  it,  nffij  safely  landed  in  the  Unite'd 
States!  His  wish,  they  being  the  finest 
flock  in  Spain,  was  to  bring  iliem  to  Eng- 
land, where  his  intention  was  to  have 
made  a  most  liberal  and  public-spirited 
•listribution  of  iIj^k)  ;   but,  as  I  under- 
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stand,  he  tvas  refused  leave  to  send  them  home 
in  empty  transports,  and  was,  therefore,  com- 
pelled either  to  leave  them  for  the  French, 
or  ship  them  off'  to  the  United  States, 
and,  of  course,  he  chose  the  latter;  and, 
thus,  perhaps,  by  this  single  act,  the  epoch 
of  the  final  and  complete  independence  of 
America  upon  England  for  woollem  will  be 
accelerated  by  several  years;  and,  with 
regard  to  i\\^  fineness  of  wool,  that  country- 
will  be,  at  once,  put  upon  an  equal  footing 

with  this. There  would  be   no  excuse 

for  a  detail  like  this,  were  I  not  thoroughly 
persuaded,  that  we  have  here  before  us 
the  seeds  of  a  great  event ;  nothing  less 
than  the  complete  and  absohcle  independence  of 
America  upon  English  Manufactures.  Cotton 
she  had  to  export;  Iron  she  had  to  export; 
she  had  every  thing  but  ivool,  and  now  sh6 
has  that  with  an  abundance  of  food  for  all 
sorts  of  manufacturers  ;  s«  that,  in  a  very- 
short  time,  so  far  will  she  be  from  wanting 
woollens  from  England,  that  she  will  have 
them  to  export,  and  that  the  manufaclu- 
rers  will  follow  the  manufactory  there  can 
be  no  doubt  at  all.  She  will  be  able  to 
make  cloths  much  cheaper  than  we  can  ; 
and,  of  course,  she  will  be  able  to  sell 
them  cheaper. — •■ — Now,  observe,  I  dravr 
from  this,  no  conclusion  unfavourable  to 
the  happiness  or  the  security  or  the  great- 
ness of  England,  none  of  which  are  at  all 
favoured  by  the  country's  being  a  vjork' 
shop  for  other  nations.  1  am  satisfied  that 
foreign  trade  is  injurious  to  England;  and 
that  It  has  been  one  of  the  great  causes  of 
the  dangers  she  now  has  to  dread.  But,  as 
I  said  belbre,  foreign  trade  is  a  pctrt  of  the 
present  system  of  finance,  and  its  sudden  de- 
cline must  add  to  the  difficulties  that  the 

govermnent  will  have  to  encounter. 

The  Regent's  ministry,  therefore,  will  not, 
in  this  respect,  be  upon  "  a  bed  of  roses," 
any  more  than  as  to  matters  connected 
v/ith  v/ar  and  paper-money.  They  will, 
in  short,  be  beset  with  difficulties.  Look 
which  way  they  will  these  difficulties  face 
them,  not  in  single  rank,  but  in  column. 
And,  do  they  in\agine,  that  they  are  des- 
tined to  subdue  all  these  without  the  cor- 
dial co-opa^ation  of  the  people  ?  If  they  do, 
they  will  find  themselves  most  egregiously 
deceived.— — ^'Ihere  is  one  other  measure 
that  I  shall  mention  here,  and  which,  if 
they  ha\e  any  regard  for  their  reputation 
as  ministers,  or  any  desire  of  keeping  Iheir 
places  for  four  uionllis,  they  will,  one 
would  think,  not  fail  to  set  about,  the  mo- 
ment they  get  into  office.  I  mean,  the 
causing  to  be  made  a  full  and  ckav  state- 
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ment  of  the  situation  of  the  nation,  in  the 
several  departments  of  army,  navy,  church, 
poor,  taxation,  j)aper-money,  colonies,  foreign 
trade,  arid,  above  ali,  the  liberty  of  the  sub- 
ject and  the  representation  in  parliament. 

When  any  man,  in  private  life,  takes  a 
trust  out  of  the  hands  of  another,  he  never 
fails  to  have  a  clear  statement  made  out  of 
the  situation  of  every  part  of  the  concern, 
unless  he  means  to  take  upon  him  respon- 
sibility foi-  the  past  as  well  as  for  xhefodure. 
Common  prudence  points  this  out ;  and, 
at  this  time,  I  am  sure,  that  every  consi- 
deration that  ought  to  have  weight  with 
men  in  power  points  it  out  to  those  who 
shall  be  ministers  of  the  Regent.  Some  of 
them  remember  being  tvviited  of  coming 
h\  upon  a  bed  of  roses.  It  will  be  their 
own  fault,  if  they  be  thus  twitted  again. 
They  took  to  the  concern  before  with  the 
hope  o^  jogging  on  in  ihe  old  xvay.  They 
were  forewarned  of  the  x:onsequences. 
They  were  told,  that  the  Roses  and  Cas- 
tlereaghs  would  beat  them  at  that.  They 
despised  the  warning;  but,  at  the  end  of 
15  months,  they  found  it  verified  ;  they 
I'ound  themselves  where  they  will  again 
find  themselves,  at  the  end  of  less  than 
another   15   months,  unless  they  adopt  a 

widely  different  course. They  seemed 

then  to  have  adopted  the  opinion,  that /)/ace 
would  do  every  thing,  and  that  principle 
was  nothing  ;  that,  after  representing  the 
system  of  Mr.  Pitt  as  the  most  unwise  and 
wicked  in  the  world,  they  might  safely 
pursue  it;  and  that,  having  got  into  place, 
they  might,  with  impunity,  extol  the  pub- 
lic virtues  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  even  vote  a 
reward,  out  of  the  people's  pockets,  to  his 
public  services,  in  the  teeth  of  those  amongst 
whom  they  had  gained  credit  solely  by 
their  reprobation  of  his  public  character 
aud  public  conduct.  This  was  the  most 
cutting  affront  that  ever  was  offered  to  the 
understandings  and  feelings  of  a  nation, 
and  as  such  it  made  a  deep  and  lasting  im- 
pression; an  impression  that  it  will  not  be 

easy  to  wear  away. When  they  had 

once  been  prevailed  upon  to  do  this ; 
when  they  had  once  identified  themselves 
with  the  public  character  of  the  man, 
whose  public  character  it  had  been  the 
business  of  their  whole  political  lives  to 
reprobate,  they  were,  in  fact,  from  that 
moment  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  at  the 
mercy  of  their  enemies ;  for  the  people 
cared  just  as  much  for  one  party  as  they 
did  for  the  other  ;  and,  of  all  the  minis- 
tries that  I  ever  knew,  or  heard  of,  the 
forning  out  of  no  oae  ever  exgitid  so  K ttle 


regret. Let  them  beivare,  then;  for  the 

minds  of  the  people  are  not  changed,  antl 
never  ■vvill   and  never  ran   be  changed,  as 

to   the    system  of  the  last  26  years. 

But,  the  Regency  ministers  have  another, 
and  still  higher,  consideration  to  weigh 
with  them.  The  late  ministry  acted  under 
the  same  head  which  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  set 
had  acted  under.  The  Regency  minis- 
ters will  have  a  new  head,  if,  therefore, 
they  again  take  up  the  S3rstem  ;  if  Uif-y 
again  take  it  under  their  protection;  if 
they  again  identify  themselves, by  eulogies 
or  otherwise,  with  the  public  character  of 
IMr.  Pitt,  what  shall  we  say  of  their  con- 
duct towards  the  Regent  liimself  ?  He  stands 
clear,  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  of  any, 
even  the  smallest,  participation  in  that; 
system.  He  has  had  no  art  or  part  in  any 
of  the  measures  of  the  last  26  years.  He 
has  had  no  hand  in  adding  six  hundrej 
millions  to  the  national  debt.  He  has  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Pitt  wars  against 
republican  principles.  He  had  nothing 
to  do  in  the  successes  over  democrats.  He 
has  had  no  hand  in  the  measures  which 
have  augmented  the  taxes  fourfold.  He 
has  never  had  any  thing  to  do  with  that 
system  which  has  augmented  the  poor- 
rates  from  2  to  5  millions.  In  short,  he 
stands  neiv,  fresh,  and/air  before  the  peo- 
ple, whom,  in  the  course  of  nature,  he  is 
destined  to  govern.  He  is  a  sheet  of  un- 
boiled paper  ;  and,  ought  not  his  advisers  to 
take  care,  how  thej"-  cause  it  to  begin  by 
writing  upon  it,  "  the  syciein  of  Pitt"  ? 
Ought  they  not  to  be  very  careful  how 
they  pledge  him  to  this,  how  they  iden- 
tify him  with  what  has  been  so  fatal  to 
England,  and  the  sound  of  which  vvill,  to 
the  latest  ages,  be  so  hateful  to  English 
ears  ?.  ..  .  Thus  have  I  stated,  in  time,  what 
it  appears  to  me  the  Regent's  miiiistry 
ought  to  think  about,  at  least,  the  moment 
they  are  in   power,  and    even  before   they 

are  there. As  to  the  Bill,  now  before 

the  House  of  Lords  for  making  the  Prince 
Regent,  there  is  nothing  more  to  be  said 
upon  the  .subject.  It  is  well  understood. 
The  principles  have  all  been  aniply  dis- 
cussed, and  whether  one  fourth  or  one  h.ulf 
of  the  regal  powers  and  prerogatives  are 
withheld  from  the  Ri^gent  rhakes  no  dif- 
ference at  all.  The  principles  are,  and 
must  remain,  the  same ;  and,  whether 
they  be  violated  little  or  much,  the  same 

objection   must  exist. Our  eyes  must 

now  be  turned  torvards  the  measures  that 
will  be  pursued;  and,  ull  that  I  shall  say 
upon  them  now  is,that,  afier  having  pointed 
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out  tliose  which  appear  to  me  to  be  most 
essential,  I  hnve  only  to  add,  that  I  wish 
the  whole  of  them  may  be  good;  and, 
that,  be  they  what  they  may,  I  shall,  in 
giving  my  opinion  of  thein,  divest  myself 
of  all  prejudice  and  partialilv. — —In  the 
mean  while,  as  connected  with  this  sub- 
ject, 1  cannot  forbear  making  a  few  re- 
marks upon  one  more  passage  that  ap- 
peared in  the  Courier  (the  Itading'  venal 

print)  of  the  '23i\\  instant. The  venal 

man  is  cnniaienting  U[)on  a  speech  of  Sir 
Samuel  Romilly,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
weans  used  to  excite  su.''piciens  against  the 
Princes.  "  Ki  view  the  doctrines  contained 
"  in  these  exirticts.  Tite  Regent  should 
"  not  be  responaiblcj  though  his  oflice  is 
*'  iiotsuprenie,  but  mereiy  a  delegated  tem- 
"  porary  trust.  Who  ever  iieard  before  of 
*'  a  deputy  being  irresponsible  to  his  prin- 
"  cipal,  or  any  other  authority? — Mr. 
*'  Fox,  at  the  Shakespeare  Tavern,  in  Oc- 
*'  tober  1801,  publicly  exulted  in  the  ex- 
"  ample  affi>rded  by  tiie  French  Revolu- 
*'■  tion,  of  the  right  and  power  of  the  pco- 
"  pie  to  cashier  Kings  lor  misconduct; 
"  but  the  Fosites  of  the  present  day  will 
*'  not  allow  even  a  King's  deputy  to  be 
"  responsible.  Was  it  candid  to  talk  of 
"^oroceeding  against  the  Regent  by  infor- 
"  mation,  as*  if  so  high  an  officer  would 
*'  be  sued  like  a  common  culprit.?  Was  it 
"  not  invidious  and  inflammatory  to  re- 
"  present  him  as  degraded  to  the  rank  of 
"  an  Exciseman  because  he  was  required 
*'  to  take  an  oath,  though  the  King  him- 
♦'  self  lakes  one  ?  The  Opposition  would 
"  in  recihjj/  exalt  the  ojlcc  qf'  Regent  above 
*■'  that  of  King!  It  was  humourously  re- 
"  marked  that  Mr.  Burke's  brother  thought 
*'  himself  ,a  greater  man  than  Burke,  be- 
"  cause  he  was  his  brother;  and  nowthe 
"  Opposition  would  have  the  Regent  a 
"  greater  man  than  the  King,  because  he 
"  is  his  denutyl  No  law  must  be  made 
"  to  restram  the  Prince,  Every  thing  must 
"  be  trusted  to  his  viugnummity  :  to  controul 
*'  is  to  insult  him.  Such  language  as  this 
*'  might  lead  a  Prince  of  weak  intellects, 
*'  of  an  initable,  impatient,  and  arbitrary 
"  temper,  to  dissolve  the  parliament  for 
**  ever,  as  a  body  ihat  did  nothing  but  iu- 
*'sult  him,  stigmatise  him,  degrade  him 
*'  to  the  rank  of  an  Exciseman,  and  render 
""  him  liable  to  prosecution  like  a  petty  of- 
"  fender.  Yet  this,  according  to  the 
"'  Newspaper  reports,  is  the  language  of 
"  the  Foxites,  those  friends  of  freedom  ! 
*'  If  they  will  trust cvay  thing  to  the  Prince's 
*'  discretion,  what  is  the  use  of  a  Parliament  ? 
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'«  Why  not  reform  it  as  a  regiment  is  re- 
"  formed,  %  disbanding  it  altogetlier,  stJ)- 
"  stituiing  a  7nilitary  government  in  its 
"  stead  ?  We  have  alreadj/  made  too  great 
"  a  progress  toxuards  a  military  Govern- 
"  nicut ;  ;\nA  \\\e  Opposition,  by  piquing 
"  the  Prince  personally,  by  representing 
"  the  conduct  of  Parliament  as  personally 
"  oiKnsive  to  his  Royal  Highness,  seem 
"  desirous  pf  preparing  his  mind  to  resort  to 
"  one.  No  arguments  against  the  restric- 
"  tior.s  can  be  referred  to  the  Prince  per- 
"  sonally  without  being  in  their  mature 
"  highly  unconstitutional,  as  making  our 
"  safety  depend  upon  his  discretion,  rather 
"than  upon  the  law;  and  those  who  can 
"  use  them  are  fitter  to  become  the  Mi- 
*'  nisters  of  the  Seraglio  than  of  a  free 
"  Country.  Were  the  Prince  a  weak,  im- 
"  perious  man,  fond  only  of  flatterers  and 
•■'  sycophants,  with  such  an  abject  fawning 
"  Ministry  as  the  Opposition  seem  ready 
"  to  become,  and  the  Burdett  mob  at  his 
"  heels,  the  Country  vyould  have  cause  to 
"  tremble.  But  his  Royal  Highness  has 
"  too  much  good  sense  to  be  influenced  by 
"  the  crawling  adulation  of  slaves,  and 
''  too  great  a  love  of  the  liberties  of  his 
"  country,    to  encourage   the  anarchical 

"  tyranny  of  a  mob." If  the  fact  were 

not  so  notorious  that  this  man  is  actuated 
solely  by  a  love  oi' gain,  one  would  really 
suppose,  that  he  had  heated  his  brain  into 
insanity.  One  is  at  a  loss  to  decide  be- 
tween the  impudence  and  the  nonsetise  of 
this  passage.  This  sentence  insinuates 
that  the  Prince  is  disposed  to  call  in  the 
aid  of  military  force  wherewith  to  put  down 
the  parliament,  and  the  next,  that  he 
wishes  to  have  the  "  Burdett  mob"  at  his 
heels,   as   if  the    two    would  so  cordially 

unite! But,  the  main  drift  of  the  thing 

is  to  inculcate  the  notion,  that  those  who 
are  opposed  to  the  restrictions  wish  to  intro- 
duce some  new  povyers  and  give  them  to 
the  Regent ;  that  they  want  to  "  set  him 
"  above  the  King  ;"  that  they  are  willing 
to  "  entrust  every  thing  to  his  viagnani- 
"  7nity ;"  that  they  are  willing  to  leave  all 
"  to  his  discretion  ;"  that  they  are  willing 
"  to  depend  upon  his  discretion  rather  than 

"  upon  the  law."- What  an  impudent, 

what  an  unprincipled,  what  a  shameless 
man  this  must  be  !  For  ray  part,  I  cannot 
form  an  idea  of  any  thing  so  base  in  hu- 
man nature  as  those  qualities  that  can  ena- 
ble a  man  to  act  thus.  He  knows  that 
every  man  of  sense  and  information  will 
perceive  the  grossness,  the  foulness,  of  his 
misrepresentatioa ;    but,   he  also    knows. 
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that  the  uninformed  will  not,  and  that  the 
whole  of  the  corrupt  tribe  will  be  pleased 
with  him  ;  and  thus,  for  the  sake  of  de- 
ceiving the  ignorant  and  obtaining  the 
approbation  of  the  corrupt,  he  knowingly 
and  voluntarily  incurs  the  contempt  and 
detestation  of  those  whom  he  is  compelled 

to  respect. V/here  is  the  man  who  has, 

at  anytime,  expressed  a  wish  to  invest  the 
Prince  with  any  nexv  powers  ?  Who  has  pro- 
posed to  set  him  above  the  King  ?  Who  has 
ever  thought  of  depending  upon  his  mag- 
nanimity rather  than  upon  law  f What 

we,  who  object  to  the  restrictions  and 
oaths  and  condiiions  soy,  is  this  :  that,  as 
the  Prince  is  to  fill  the  ouice  of  the  King, 
he  ought  to  possess  all  the  powers  of  the 
King,  during  the  time  that  he  fills  that 
office;  :M\d  no  othir  povjers.  We  say,  that 
he  ouglit  to  take  no  oath  that  the  Kini;  did 
not  lake.  W'e  say,  that  he  ought  to 
be  no  more  responsible  than  the  King  uas. 
We  say,  t'riat  it  is  an  outrageous  in- 
sult, not  only  to  the  Piunce,  but  to 
common  sense,  to  suppose  him  less  fit  to  be 
irusitd  with  power  than  the  King;  but,  so  far 
from  saying,  that  we  are  willing  to  trust  to 
his  discretion  rather  than  to-  law,  we  hare 
said,  over  and  over  again,  that  he  ought  to 
iiave  not  an  atom  of  power,  not  awarded 
him  h\)  the  constitution,  that  is  to  say,  the 

settled  laws  of  the  land. This  is  witat  we 

have,  all  along,  said,  and  this  is  what  we 
continue  to  sa}^  We  say,  that,  if  any  one 
will  bring  forsvard  a  proposition  for  dimi- 
nishinq  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  we  shall 
cheerfully  hear  him,  and  discuss  the  mat- 
ter with  him.  Such  a  measure  may  possi- 
bly be  proper  ;  but,  we  say,  that  no  such 
proposition  is  otKered  to  us;  we  say,  that  it 
is  not  a  diminution,  but  a  division  that  is 
proposed  ;  and,  we  say,  that,  in  a  division, 
which  would  separate  apart  of  the  preroga- 
tives from  the  office  of  King,  we  see  a  depar- 
ture of  the  principles  of  our  constitution, 
which  holds,  that  "  the  prerogatives  are 
"  vested  in  the  Crown  for  the  benefit  of  the 
"  people."  We  say,  that  this  separating 
must  consider  the  prerogatives  in  the  light 
oi personal  property ;  and  that  we  do  not  so 
consider  them —Plain  as  all  this  is;  con- 
sonant as  it  is  with  all  just  notions  of  free- 
dom; evident  as  are  the  truth  and  justice  of 
it;  yet,  this  venal  writer  finds  his  account  in 
perversion,  or,  we  may  be  assured  that  he 
would  not  take  the  pains  to  pervert.  His 
readers  consist,  for  the  most  part,  of  those 
bigotted  and  intolerant  people  throughout 
the  country,  who  had  their  heads  well 
crammed  with  Anti- Jacobinism  about  12 
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or  1 5  years  ago,  and  who  are  busied  much 
more  about  the  means  of  "  putting  down 
"  Jacobins  ami  Levellers,"  than  about  de- 
fending their  country  ;  those  incorrigibly 
stupid  animals,  wdio  even  to  this  hour,  tell 
you  of  the  glorious  prospect  in  Spain  and 
Portugal,  and  who  laugh  at  Massena  and 
even  at  his  master;  who,  when  you  remind 
liVem  of  the  fleets  preparing  in  all  the  ports 
of  Europe,  answer  you  by  repeating -the 
saying  about  the  "  wooden  zvalls  of  Old 
"  England;"  and  vsho,  were  they  to  see, 
or  hear  of,  the  approach  ola  French  army 
of  only  five  thousand  men,  would,  if  they 
could,  sink  into  the  very  bowels  of  th^ 
earth.  These  are  the  bigotted,  intolerant, 
stupid,  and  cowardly  people,  to  whom  this 
writer  addresses  himself.  Stupid  as  they 
are,  however,  they  are  more  mali^aiant 
than  stupid,  and  though,  at  bottom,  thev 
despise  him  (and  he  knows  it),  their  ma- 
Hce  is  fed  by  him,  and  thus  he  has  a  hold 
which  he  well   knows  the}'^  cannot  shake 

off. To  these  he  adds  the  elect  amongst 

the  corrupted  and  corruptors.  All  thote 
whose  object  it  is  to  live  unfairly,  in  one 
way  or  another,  upon  the  people's  earn- 
ings, to  fatten  upon  their  sweat :  and 
who,  rather  than  see  the  means  of  doing 
this  put  quite  beyond  their  reach  for  ever, 
would  cheerfully  view  the  destruction  of 
half  the  nation  by  fire  and  sword.  i  The 
prevalence  of  justice  is,  to  such  people, 
certain  destruction.  They  cannot  breathe 
the  same  air  with  truth  and  justice.  Let 
delusion  ceasa,  and  they  perish  without 
the  assistance  of  eillx;r  violence  or  law. 
This  rare  is  in  great  alarm  at  present,  and 
all  that  I  can  sa}'  is,  that  I  sincerely  hope 
that  their  alarm  fnay  not  prove  gfcundless. 

Staffordshire  Election.- Below  I 

insert  two  letters,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to 

call  the  reader's  attention. Mr.  Wolse- 

LEY  does,  it  seems,  mean  to  make  a  stand 
in  that  Countj;^,  upon  the  principle  of  Mr. 
BuRsoYNE  in  Essex;  whereat  Sm  John 
Wrottesley  reems  to  be  very  angry. 
To  be  sure  !  That  is  very  natural.  That 
any  man  should  attempt  to  give  the  Free- 
holders of  any  County  an  opportunity  of 
voting  for  a  man  who  will  pledge  himself 
to   demand    their   rights,    is   ground    for 

anger,  in  such  a  case. 1  hope,   I  shall 

live,  however,  to  see  this  done  in  every 
county  ;  and  that  elections  will  become 
something  a  little  more  than  mere  meet- 
insfs  of  a  family  or  two,  surrounded  by 
their  tenants.—^ — If  the  really  independent 
of  every  County  were  to  unite,  they  would 
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carry  all  county  elections,  in  spite  of  all 
the  jobbing  that  can,  even  now,  be  made 
wse  of;  or,  at  the  very  least,  they  would 
give  the  jobbers  and  iamily  compacts  so 
much  trouble  and  mortiticatioo,  'bat  an 
election  would  be  to  tbeni  a  serious  matter. 
— — The  ;i/eoifi€n  and  iradcsmtn  are  not  just 
to  ilxmsdt^s.  They  war.t  spirit  to  assert 
vhat  is  then' due.  They  shrink  at  ^'?-ea^ 
navies,  which  only  means  e^rcat  riches. 
And,  why  should  they  ?  What  is  ihere 
.in  the  name  of  IVrciiesIei/  n»ore  than  in 
that  o^  Hodgison  ov  Jackson  or  WiUi.i'nisoi}  ? 
IMan  is  iiiun,  and  nothing  more,  luere 
are  only  two  sorts  of  superiority:  one  of 
hody,  the  other  oi mind.  If  fiumer  Hodg- 
son can  beat  Sir  John  Wrotteslcy  at  box- 
ing, he  i?,  in  that  way,  the  best  man  of  the 
two  ;  and  if  he,  or  any  other  farmer  or 
iradesaian,  has  more  sense  and  virtue  than 
Sir  John,  he  is  the  best  vuca  here  again, 
it  is  a  base  abandonment  of  a  man's  rights 
to  acknowledge  any  other  kind  of  supe- 
riority, unless  it  be  exacted  by  the  law ; 
and,  1  am  quite  sure,  that  there  is  no  law 
yet  in  England,  that  calls  upon  farmer 
Hodgson  to  acknowledge  his  inferiority  to 

Sir  John   Vvroltesicy. Modest^/  is  bc-^ 

coming  in  all  men,  but  modesty  calls  upon 
iio  one  to  acknowledge  himself  inferior  to 
another  man,  unless  he  is  conscious  of 
boaily  or  mental  iuferioriiy;  and  as  to 
r.ioney  and  lands,  if  i  were  to  pilch  upon  an 
irjaUibk  sign  of  baseness,  it  would  be 
a  prunencss  to  acknowledge  supenomy 
in  the  rich. -I  shall  return  to  this  sub- 
ject, and,  in  the  mean  while,  1  most 
iieartilv  wish  Mr.  Wolseley  success. 

W^.  COBBETT. 
Siate  Prison,  Neicgate,  Friday, 
January  25,  1811. 
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Letter  from  Sir  John  Wrottesley  to  the  Editor 
of  the  Woherhanipfon  (Chronicle. 

Sir ;  A  Letter  having  appeared  in  the 
StafTordshire  Adveiliser,  signed  C.  Wolse- 
ley, I  address  you  as  aflording  me  an  ear- 
lier opportunity  of  an  explicit  declaration 
upon  the  subject  of  its  contents.  An  an- 
swer io  Mr.  Wolseley  is  unnecessary ; 
and  to  liim,  I  njust  add  those,  who,  like 
himself,  consider  my  brother's  election  as 
conclusive  of  an  understanding  between 
the  families.  But  for  enabling  me  to  ex- 
plain to  more  cautious  and  impartial  gen- 
tlemen, who  hear  tho  evidence  before 
iijry  decide  tlte  cause;  he  has  my  thanks. 


— In  consequence  of  a  reported  insinua- 
tion of  Mr.  Wolseley  at  the  last  nomina- 
tion, which  at  the  election  he  positively 
denied,  I  felt  it  jncumbrnt  upon  me  to 
state  openly  the  connecuon  that  had  sub- 
sisted between  the  late   lord  Stafford  and 
myself,   and   flattered   myself  that  I  had 
proved,  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  per- 
son, and  even  to  this  gentleman,  that  that 
connection  was  not  renewed  with  the  pre- 
sent marquis.     This  open  declaration  did 
not  tend  to  improve  that  common  inter- 
course of  civilities  which   might  and  often 
does  subsist  without  any  political  conside- 
ration ;    and  beyond  the  formal  exchange 
of  visits  ,iri   London,   nothing   has   taken 
place  by  word  of  mouth,  letter  or  mes- 
sage, or  any,  even  the  slightest  conversa- 
tion that  could  tend   either  to  general  or 
local  yjolitics. — As  to  my  brother's  elec- 
tion, I  had  no  intimation  of  his  intention, 
till  he  had  determined  to  ofter   himself  a 
candidate  for  Brackley.      At  the   age  of 
thirty-eigiit  he   is  wholly  independent  of 
me,  and  capable   of  forming  his  own  opi- 
nions.   Had  he  asked  my  advice,  I  should 
have    giveri   it    with    that   sincerity    and 
friendship  which   has  ever  subsisted  be- 
tween us.      But  the  measure  was  deter- 
mined upon  before  I  knew  it;  and  my  ad- 
vice not'  having   been  asked,  I  certainly 
never  intruded  it ;   particularly  at  a  time, 
when  it  could  no  longer  avail. — The  only 
application  to  me,  was  for  a  qualification, 
and,  for  the  (ir/st  time  in  my  life,  I  refused 
him  ;    because  I  was  resolved  not  to  give 
so  unequivocal  a  proof  of  my  approbation. 
— To  lliese  circanisiances,   I  add  a  decla- 
ration, upon  nn  honour  as  a  gt'olleman, 
that  no  political  connection  whatever  has 
subsisted  between  lord  Styfiord   and  my- 
self since  I  quitted  Liichfu  Id  ;    and   Vi/hile 
I  shall    fee!  flattered   with   the. support  of 
those  who  give  me   credit  ior   this  asser- 
tion, I  scorn  to  accept  it  from  any  man 
who  considers  me  as  capable  of  the  small- 
est  deviation    from    truth. But    ihe 

true  motives  of  this  letter  appear  in  the 
postscript,  no  man  who  "-eads  it  will 
doubt  that  Mr,  Wolseley  intends  to  be- 
come a  candidate  for  (he  representation 
of  the  county,  after  the  cxaniple  of  Mr. 
Burgoyne  in  Essex.  If  these  are  his  ia- 
tentions,  it  would  be  more  maniy  to  make 
an  open  atid  explicit  declaration,  resting- 
bis  pxitensions,  rather  upon  his  own 
merits,  than  attempting  to  detract  from  the 
character  of  others.— I  am,  Sir,  your  very 
obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Wrottesley, 
Wroilesky,  Jan.  1 2,  1 8 1 L 
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Mr.  Wolseley's  Answer. 
To  the  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Stafford. 

Gentlkmen;    Sir  John  Wrottesley  has 
published   in  the  Wolverhampton    News- 
paper of  the    16th  inst.  a  letter  in   answer 
to  mine,  inserted  in  the  Staiibrdshire  Ad- 
vertiser of  the  J  2th   inst.   in  which   I  ex- 
]>ressed  my  doubts  of  his  claims  to  repre- 
sent this  co^tinty  in  Parliament ;     I  lament 
that  lie   has   thought  it  necessary.       It  is 
impossible  for  me  to  be  personally  hostile 
to  Sir  John  Wrottesley;     but   I   have  so 
great   an   affection    for  my  family,  that  I 
never   can  or  shall  allow    myself,    under 
any  circumstances,  to  de;Tiade  myself  so 
far,  as  to  disavow   publicly  the  conduct  of 
an  lionourable    brother,    whom    I   profess 
sincerely  to  love  and   esteem  :     I  have  so 
liis^h  an  opinion  of  Sir  John  Wrottesley, 
that  I  cannot  allow  myself  to  susoect,  that 
he    differs    from    these   sentirnei  '<!.       But 
will  ti'w  ^.  W.  say  that  there  is  any  mciil 
in  him  in  refusing  a  qualifiQation   to   ins 
brother,  to  enable   hnn   to   be    the  repre- 
sentative of  a  rotten  borough,  under  the 
allspices  ot  the  Ma  quis  of  Stafford  ;     will 
he  say  that  the  member  for  Brackley,  can 
in    honour   vote    otherwise,   than    as    the 
Marquis  of  Stafford   directs?    Now,  does 
Sir  John  Wrottesley  mean  this,  that  he  re- 
fused tlie  qualification    to  his  brother  for 
fear  of  becoming  a  purty  to  the  fraud  ?    or 
dees  he  mean  to  say  that  it  is  upon  princi- 
ple,   that    he   is  an  enemy   to  fraudulent 
quvdifications.       The  couinv  has  a  right  to 
an  explicit  declaration  on  these  poitUs. — 
Sir  John  Wrottesley  has  stated  it  would  be 
mani}'  in  me  to  make  an  open  ?.nd  expli- 
cit declaration,  as  to  my  pretensions.       I 
flatter  myself  that  the  Freeholders    of  the 
County  will  think  this  letter   sufficiently 
manly,    open   and   explicit.       I  now    call 
upon  Sir  J.  Wrottesley  to   be   as  explicit, 
as  open,  and  as  manly.      Sir  J.  Wrottesley 
says  '  But  the    true  motives  of  this  ktter 
appear  in  the  postscript :  no  man  who  reads 
it  will   doubt  that  Mr.  Wolseley  intends 
to  becorie  a  cfindidate  for  the  representa- 
tion of  the  county,  after  the   example  of 
Tvlr.  Eurgoyne,  in  Essex.     If  these  are  his 
intentions  it    would     be    more  manly    tc 
make  an  open    and   explicit   declaration, 
,   resting  his  pretensions  rather  upon  his  own 
merits,  than  attempting  to  detract   from 
the   chara^iter   oi'  others.'     This   requires 
an  open  aiul  explicit  declaration;  my  ex- 
planation ihall    be  a  manly   one.       The 
principles  on  which  a  person  ought  to  be 
sent  to  serve  in   Parliament,  are  to  keep 


the  Prerogative  of  the  CrovVn  unimpaired 
— to  secure  the  liberties  of  the  People — 
to  oppose  in  every  shape  the  system  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  administration;  and  to  obtain 
a  radical  reform  in  the  Representation  of 
the  People  in  Parliament. — These  are  my 
principles,  are  they  those  of  Sir  J.  Wrot- 
tesley ?  If  he  will  distinctly  avow  them, 
I  will  resign  all  my  pretensions  to  him, 
and  will  give  him  my  most  cordial  sup- 
port; but  if  he  will  not  make  this  avowal, 
he  will  find  in  me  a  decided  opponent, 
and  I  can  assure  the  county,  that  I  will 
give  the  Freeholders,  at  the  next  election, 
an  opportunitj'^  of  shewing  whether  their 
principles  coincide  with  mine. — There  is 
an  old  proverb,  "  Those  w  ho  buy  dear 
cannot  afford  to  sell  cheap/'  As  I  do  not 
mean  to  sell  you,  I  shall  be  at  no  expence 
in  procuring  your  votes;  it  is  your  busi- 
ness more  than  mine;  to  ride  to  Stafford 
IS  veiy  little  trouble  to  you ;  but  to  do 
your  business  in  Parliament  will  be  a 
heavy  burthen  upon  me:  honourable  as 
'hat  burthen  is,  I  have  no  anxiety  to  un- 
<.!erffo  it,  if  Sir  J.  Wrottesley,  or  any  other 
person  of  respectability  will  bear  it : — 
But  I  am  resolved  the  county  shall  have 
aa  opportunitj'-  of  decl?ring  their  senti- 
ments.— la  the  present  situation  of  the 
world,  every  thing  c'epends  on  the  ener- 
gies of  the  people.  Will  you  come  for- 
ward and  express  b}^  your  voles,  your  de- 
testation of  the  coiruptions  in  Parliament, 
or  will  you  shew  that  you  submit?  It 
was  by  such  submission,  with  the  aid  of 
the  politics  of  Mr.  Pitt,  that  Napoleon 
has  become  the  master  of  the  world. — 
C.  Wolseley. 
IVuUeley  Fark,  Jan.   18,1811. 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

American  States. — Report  of  the  Secre-, 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  made  to  the  Con- 
gress, ilth  Dec.  IS  10, 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  cf  the 
Act  supplementary  to  the  Act  cnutled, 
"  An  Act  to  establish  the  J'reasary  De- 
partment," the  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury 
respectfully  submits  the  following  Report 
and  Estimates :  — 

REVENUE. 

The  UPt  revenue  arising  from  duties  on 
merciiandize  and  tonnage  which  accrued 
during  the  year  1808,  amounted  to 
10,348,000  dollars. 

The  net  revenue  arising  from  the  same 
sources,  which  accrued  during  the  year 
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1S09,  amounted,  as  will  appear  by  the 
statement' (A)  to  0,527,000  dollars. 

The  statement  (B)  exhibits  in  detail  the 
several  species  oF  merchandize  and  other 
sources  from  which  that  revenue  was  de-* 
rived  during  the  year  1809. 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  net  -revenue 
arising  from  the  same  duties,  has,  for  the 
three  first  quarters  of  the  yea'r  1810,  ex- 
ceeded 7,500,000  dollars ;  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  it  will  not,  for  the  whole  year, 
fall  short  of  12  millions. 

The  sales  of  public  lands  North  of  the 
River  Ohio,  have,  during  the  year  ending- 
on  the  30th  of  September,  1810,  «s  ap- 
pears by  the  statement  (C)  amounted  to 
15P,00(^  acres,  and  the  payments  by  pur- 
chasers to  610,000  dollars. 

The  same  statement  shews  that  the 
total  amount  of  sales,  from  the  establish- 
ment of  the  land  ofhces  in  Jheyear  IbOt), 
to  the  30th  of  September,  1 6 10,  have 
amounted  to  3,1^8,000  acres,  which  pro- 
duced 0,081,000  dollars ;  of  which  sum 
i,043,OOO  dollars  remain  due  by  pur- 
chaseis.  The  sales  in  the  Mississippi 
territory,  being  (after  deducting  expences) 
appropriated  in  the  first  place  to  the  pay- 
ment of  1,250,000  dollars  to  the  State  of 
Georgia,  are  distinctly  stated. 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITUKES. 
1 .   Year  ending  30th  Sm.  1810. 

The  actual  Receipts  in  tlie  Treasury, 
during  the  ytar  ending  on  the  30ih 
of  September,  IS  10,  have  amount- 
ed to Dollars  8, 6SS,861    17 

Makinsr,  t  gethcr  witii  the  balantc  in 
the  Tiea^ury,  ou  the  1st  Octnher, 
1809,  and  amounting  to 5,828,936     1 


An  Aggregate  of 14,517,797   13 

The  disbui-semeiifs  diiring  the  same  year 

have  c'.-nsisted  in  the  following  items,  viz. 

Civil  Department,  including  miscel- 
laneous cxpence.s,  anii  those  inci  • 
lienlal  to  the  intercourse  with  I'o- 
rtign  nations    1,219,200  06 

M'.litiiry    and    Intiian 

Dupartnients    2,514,623  75 

Navy  1,674,735-50 

^4,189,259  25 

Interest  on  the  Public  Dei>t  2,735,198  91 

Total  current  expences    ...  8.174,358  22 
Payment  on  account  of  the  principal 

of  the  Public  Debt 2,SS4,V09  24 


^mountirig  together,   as  will  app^.ir 

more  in   detail  by  the  statenn  nt 

(E)  to ." 11,058,707  46 

^nd  leaving   in  the  Treasury  on  the 

SOth  S&pt.  1810,  a  balar^eof    ...  3,459,020  72 

14,517,797  18 
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It  therefore  appears  that  the  actual  re- 
ceipts into  the  Treasury  have  exceeded 
the  current  expences  of  Government,  in- 
cluding thereon  the  interest  on  the  debt, 
by  a  sum  of  five  hundred  tht;usand  dollars. 
The  exigences  had,  during  the  preceding 
year,  exceeded  the  receipts  by  a  sum  of 
thirteen  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
dJIierence  arises,  not  from  an  increase  in 
the  receipts,  but  from  a  diminution  in  the 
expences,  particularly  those  of  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  departments. 

2,  Last  Quarter  of  the  Year  1810. 
The  receipts  for  that  quarter  will,  it  is 
believed,  be  more  than  sufficient  to  defray 
the  current  expences  ajid  interest  on  the 
debt  accruing  during  the  same  period. 
But  the  payments  to  be  made  on  account 
of  the  principal  of  the  debt  in  order  to 
complete  the  annual  appropriation  of 
eight  millions  of  dollars,  amounting  to 
more  than  5,100,000,  a  loan  first  nego- 
ciated  for  3,750,000,  and  afterwards  re- 
duced to  2,750,000,  became  necessary. 
The  receipts  and  disbursements  for  that 
quarter  are  therefore  estimated  as  follows: 

Receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  the  or- 
dinary revenue 2,500,000 

Proceeds  of  tiie  loan  receivable  on  31st 

Dec.  19>10    2,750,000 

Balance   in   the  Treasury  on    the    1st 

October,  ISIO 3,460,000 

8,710,000 

Expences,  Civil,  Military,  and  Naval, 

estimated ^ 1,570,000' 

Interest  accruing  on  the  domestic  debt        500,000 

2,070,000 
Payments  on  account  of  the  public 
debt,  m  order  to  complete  the  annual 
appropriiitiun  of  eight  millions,  and 
including  the  reimbursement  of  31st 
Dec.  1810,  on  the  six  per  cent,  and 
deferred  stocks,  and  tliat  of  same  date 
of  3,751,125  exchanged  six  per  cent, 
stock 4,640,000 

6,710,000 
Probable  balance   in   the  Treasur}'  on 

31st  Dec.  1310    2,000,000 

8,710,000 
3.   Year  1811. 
The  outstanding  revenue  bonds,  after 
deducting  the  expences  (jf  collection 
nnd  alloiving"  for  had  debts,  will  net 
probably,  ou  the   1st  Jan.  1811,  fall 
short  of  eleven  millions  anrl  a  half 
of  dollars :  the  actual  rec^^ipts  for 
the  year   1811,  on  account  of  the  . 
sales  of  lands,  may  be  estimated  at 
five   hundred  thousand  ;    and   it   is 
presumed  that  the  portion  of  the  re- 
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venue  arising  from  icnpurtations  sub- 
sequent to  the  present  j'ear,  which 
will  be  received  in  181 1,  will  be  inoie 
than  snfficiftnl  to  pay  the  d  .b^ihtures 
payable  in  that  year.  'J'hc  actual 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  iluring 
that  year  may  tiierefore  bee-.timated 
at ". 12,500,000 

Estimating  the   expences   of  Govern- 
ment for  the.  year    1811  nut  to  fx- 
ceed  the  amount  actually  expended 
dnrinjr  the  year  (?nding  the  30th  of        ■   , 
Sept.,  18 10,  that  is  to  say — 

Expences  of  a  civil  nature,  both  do- 
mestic and  foreign  1, 2:0,000 

Military  aiid  Naval  Departments 'i,  190,000 

5,400,000 

And  adding  thereto  the  interest  on  the 

Public  Debt,  estimated    2,350,000 

The  aggrestate  of  the  current  expence-^, 
exclusively  of  the  payments  on  ac- 
count of  the  principal  of  tiie  debt, 
would  not  exceed ;... 7,980,000 

The  payments  on  account  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  debt  will  be  applicable 
to  the  annual  reimbursement  on  the 
six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks,  to 
the  re-pnyment  of  tiie  loan  of 
2,750,<!00  dollars  efl'ected  t'uis  year, 
and  to  the  reimbursement  in  part  of 
the  converted  t^ix  per  cent,  stock ; 
and  must,  in  order  to  complete  the  - 
annual  appropriation  of  etght  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  amount  to 5,450,000 

Making  for  the  whole  amount  of  the 

expenditures  of  the  year  131 J    13,450,000 

Or  about  one  million  of  dollars  more  than  the  re- 
ceipts for  the  same  year. 
If  therefore,  this  estimate  could  be  relied 
on,  an  authority  to  borrow  one  million  of 
dollars  would  .be  sufficient  to  enable  Go- 
vernment to  pay  all  the  current  expence.S;, 
and  to  reimburse  nearlv  four  millions  and 
a  hali  of  the,  principal  debt,  leaving  at  the 
same  time  in  the  Treasury  a  balance  of" 
two  milliotis  of  dollars,  a  sura  not  greater 
than-wfiat  under  existing  circumstances  it 
is  eligible  to  reserve.  But  a  di  ficiency 
may  take  place  in  receipts,  if  the  amount 
of  debentures  should  exceed  what  has  been 
estimated  ;  and  the  expences  for  tiie  Mi- 
litary and  Naval  Departments  (which,  ac- 
cording to  the  estimates  of  those  Dopart- 
meni.^,  and  exclusively  of  the  sum  neces- 
sary for  fortification,  amount  to  4.,91d,0()0 
dollars)  may  be  greater' than  the  amo'.mt 
actually  expended  daring  the  year  ending 
on  the  3()th  September  liilO.  In  order 
t6  provide  for  these  and  other  unforeseen 
contingencies,  the.  propriety  of  authoris- 
ing a  re-loan  not  exceeding  in  the  whole 
the  amo.mt  of  the  principal  of  the  debt  re- 
imbursed during  the  same  yea;-,  is  re- 
•pectfuUy  submitted. 
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riihlic  Debt. 

It  appear.'  by  the  statement  (D)  that  the 
payments  on  account  of  the  prmcipal  (>{ 
ilie  public  debt,  have  amounted  during 
the  year  ending  on  ihe  30lh  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1810,  to  2,«.s.j.,000  dollars;  and 
during  the  nine  years  and  a  half  ensuing 
oi>  the  same  dav  to  near  37,700,000  <lollars 
exclusively  of  more  thun  six  millions  of 
dollars  paid  in  cot^.formity  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Convention  with  Great  Bri- 
tain and  of  the  Loni.siana  Convention. 

Taliing  tiie  calendar  year  ISIO  by  itself 
ihe  principal  of  the  debt  actually  reim- 
bursed, will  amount  to  5,103^376  dollars, 
viz. 

Annual  roimburpeinent  of  six  per  cent 

and  defined  stocks 1,412,25! 

Reimbnvsc'.nent  of  the  sijrper  cent.  Ex- 
change Stock     : i    .3,751,125 

5,163,.376 
From  which  deducting  the  Xoan   from 

the  Bank  of 2,750,000 


Leaves  for  the  actual  encrease  of  the 

debt,  during  the  year    2,413,376 

The  loan  authorised  by  the  Act  of  last 
Session,  had  at  first  been  negotiated  in  the 
latter  end  of  May,  for  3.750,000  dollars  ^ 
but  the  expeiice  having  proved  less  than  had 
been  supposed,  it  was  reduced  in  October  to 
2,730,000.  With  that  object  in  view,  and 
in  order  that  no  greater  sum  should  be  ul- 
timately borrowed  than  might  be  jieces- 
sary,  and  also  in  order  to  avoid  as  long  as 
possible  an  increase  of  stock  in  the  market, 
and  that  of  a  mote  permanent  species  of 
debt,  a  temporary  loan  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  was  preferred  to  any 
other  mode.  It  is  reimbursable  on  the 
la.st  day  of  December  1311,  with  a  reser- 
vation that  the  Bank  may,  in  case  of  a 
non-renewal  of  its  charter,  demand  aa 
fc-irlier  payment  on  giving  three  months 
notice.  Tbia  condition  may,  if  enforced, 
save  some  interest  to  tlie  public,  and  can 
produce  no  inconvenience,  as  there  will 
be  no  greater  dirticulty  in  eiiecting  a 
new  loan  (if  necessary)  in  the  middle  tban 
in  the  ia;.ter  end  of  the  year.  Tlie  docu- 
ments F  G  H  I  shew  both  the  object  and 
the  terms  of  the  loin. 

From  what  has  been  stated  it  appears 
that  no  other  provision*  are  necessary  for 
the  year  liSl  1,  than  a  continuance  of  the 
additional  2  |  per  cent,  duty,  commonly 
called  the  Mediterranean  Fund,  and  an 
authority  to  borrow  a  sum,  probably- 
much  less,  and  certainly  not  greater  than 
the  amouat  of  the  principal  of  the  public 
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debtj  which  nill  be  reitfibursed  during  the 
year.  But  as  in  conformity  with  the  act 
of  the  1st  of  May,  IS  10,  the  importation 
of  articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu- 
ifactures  of  the  dominions,  colonies,  and 
dependencies  of  Great  Britain  will  be 
prohibited  after  the  2d  day  of  February 
next,  if  that  nation  shall  not  before  that 
time,  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  as 
that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral 
.commerce  of  the  United  States,  some  pro- 
visions appear  necessary  to  be  made  for 
supplying  the  deficiency  arising  from  that 
cause,  and  for  giving  to  the  rcvef^ue  aris- 
ing from  that  measure  all  the  efiiciency 
jf  which  it  is  susceptible. 

The  probable  defalcation  in  the  Reve- 
nue cannot,  for  obvious  reasons,  be  at  this 
imie  estimated  with  any  dtgree  of  preci- 
sion. The  experience  of  the  ensuing 
year  can  alone  afford  a  sufficient  data  for 
a  permanent  and  detailed  plan  adapted  to 
4hat  stale  of  thing?,  and  calculated  to  en- 
^s^ire  perseverance  in  the  system  as  long  as 
siiay  be  thought  proper.  But  in  the  mean 
while,  it  appears  esentia!  to  lay  the  foand- 
svtiojl  of  such  plan,  and  to  guard  in  time 
against  any  great  deficit  in  the  receipts  of 
the  year  1812. 

It  is  believed  that  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances it  would  be  suflicient  to  render 
those  receipts  equal  or  nearly  equal  to  the 
current  expenditure,  including  therein  the 
interests  on  the  public  debt,  and  estimated 
at  about  eight  millions  of  dollars  ;  and 
with  a  view  to  that  object,  a  considerable 
and  immediate  increase  of  the  present 
duties  on  importation  is  respectfully  sug- 
gested. • 

It  is  not  less  important  that  that  the  Act 
should  be  free  from  legal  diflficullies  and 
of  well-founded  objections,  and  that  it 
should  be  enforced  by  every  practicable 
niean:i.  On  that  subject  the  following 
observations  are  submitted  : — 

1 .  The  law  of  the  I  st  May  1810,  has  neither 
expressly  defined  the  edict,  the  revocation 
of  which  is  expected,  nor  made  a  notifica- 
tion by  the  President  of  the  evidence  and 
the  sole  evidence  of  the  fact.  It  follows 
that  in  case  of  an  unsatisfactory  modifica- 
tion of  her  edicts  by  Great  Britain,  the 
decision  of  the  question  itself  whether  the 
Non-Importation  be  actually  in  force  or 
not,  will  be  left  to  the  Courts,  whence 
delays  and  embarrassments  will  arise, 
which  will  considerably  impede  the  ope- 
ration of  the  law. 

2.  The  Non-Importation  is  to  take  place 
on  the  2d  of  February  next,  if  a  revoca» 
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tion  shall  not  have  taken  place  before  that 
(]ay.  But  this  may  have  taken  place  and 
not  be  known  on  that  day  in  the  United 
States.  If  the  Collectors  abstain  from 
seizing  merchandize  imported  after  that 
day,  until  the  fact  shall  have  been  ascer- 
tained, and  the  edicts  shall  not  have  been 
revoked,  the  merchandize  will  escape  for- 
feiture, and  tiie  law  during  that  period 
will  be  in-operative.  If  thuy  seize,  and 
the  edicts  shall  have  been  revoked,  the 
seizure  will  have  been  illegal,  and  the 
Collectors  will  be  liable  to  personal  suits.- 
This  inconvenience  may  be  remedied  by  a 
provision,  directing  that  during  that  pe- 
riod, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Collectors 
to  make  seizures,  but  that  the  goods  shall 
be  restored  to  the  parties  on  tiieir  giving 
bond  with  sureties  for  their  value. 

3,  No  exception  has  been  made  by  the 
Act  in  favour  of  vessels  which  had  sailed. 


for  the  British  East  Indies  prior  to  the 
President's  Proclamation ;  and  the  short . 
period  of  three  months  from  the  date  of 
that  Proclamation  to  the  day  when  the 
law  is  to  take  effect,  will  occasion  forfeit-' 
ure  or  heavy  losses  in  cases  of  bond  fide 
American  property  in  England  paid  for  or 
ordered  prior  to  the  Proclamation.  It  seems 
in  every  point  of  view  eligible  that  cases 
clearly  foreseen  should  be  provided  for  by 
law,  instead  of  being  left  to  executive  dis- 
cretion. 

4.  It  is  believed  that  an  abandonment 
by  the  United  States  of  their  share  of  the 
penalties  and  forfeitures  which  may  be  in- 
curred, and  the  distribution  of  these  ac- 
cording to  the  cirumstances  of  the  case, 
amongst  the  Collectors,  the  other  Custom- 
house Officers,  the  Inspectors  and  others, 
who  heretofore  had  no  share,  and  the  in- 
former, in  order  to  insure  the  greater  de- 
gree of  zeal  and  vigilance  in  detecting  in- 
fringements of  the  law. 

5.  Some  additional  provisions  will  b« 
necessary  to  enforce  the  law  on  the 
Northern  frontier  of  the  United  States, 
amongst  which  may  be  reckoned  the  erec- 
tion of  some  new  collection  districts,  par- 
ticularly on  the  rivei^St.  Lawrence  and  in 
the  Eastern  part  of  the  slate  of  Vermont; 
an  increase  of  pay  to  the  Collectors  in 
that  quarter,  inasmuch  as  under  the  Non- 
importation, that  part  of  their  compensa- 
tion which  is  derived  from  fees  will  b« 
considerably  reduced,  and  that  which 
arises  from  commissions  altogether  lost  j 
and  a!i  authority  to  the  armed  force  of  the 
United  States  to  make  seiziu'es.  And  it 
must  be  added,  that  the  peculiar  situation 
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of  those  districts  will  render  condemna- 
tions extremely  difficult,  unless  the  obli- 
gation be  imposed  on  persons  claiming 
merchandize  seized  there  to  prove  tha,t  the 
same  was  legally  imported. —  All  which  is 
respectfully  submitted,  Albeut  Gallatin, 


[216? 


Hans  Towns. —  Union  of  them  to  Frftnce.— 
Distribution  of  their  Territory  and  Go- 
vernment.— 30th  Dec.  1 S 1 0. 

Art.  I.  Holland,  the  Hans  Towns,  Lauen- 
burg,  and  the  territories  which  lie  between 
the  North  Sea  and  a  line  which  shall  ex- 
tend from  the  place  where  the  Lippe  en- 
ters the  Rhine,  to  its  sources  ;  from  these 
sources  to  the  Upper  Ems  ;  from  the  Ems 
to  the  entrance  of  the  Werra  into  the 
Weser ;  and  from  Stolzenau  on  the  Weser 
to  the  Elbe,  above  the  junction  of  the 
Sleekniss,  shall  form  an  integral  part  of  the 
French  Empire. — U.  The  said  territories 
shall  form  10  Departments,  namely: — ^.The 
Department  of  the  Zuyder  Zee,  of  the 
mouths  of  the  Maise,  of  the  Upper  Yssel. 
the  mouths  of  the  Yssel,  East  Frieslrmd, 
the  West  Ems,  the  East  Ems,  the  Upper 
Ems,  the  mouths  of  the  Weser,  and  the 
mouths  of  the  Elbe. — III.  The  number  of 
Deputies  from  these  Departments  to  the 
Legislative  Body  shall  be  as  follows  : 

For  the  Department  of  th3  Zuyder  Zee     -     ,     .    4. 

1 — . Mouths  of  the  Maese  -  4 

— . Upper  Yssel     -     -     -    3 

-Mouths  of  the  Yssel     -  2 

— . East  Friesland     -     -      2 

— ■ AVest  Ems      -     -     ■     2 

East  Ems      -      -     -     o 

. Upper  Ems     -     -     .     4 

Mouths  of  the  Weser     3 

Mouths  of  the  Elbe     -   4 

IV.  These  Deputies  shall  be  appointed 
in  the  year  lUll,  and  shall  be  renewed  in 
the  year  to  which  the  Series  belongs,  in 
which  the  department  to  which  they  be- 
long shall  be  placed. — V.  These  depart- 
ments shall  be  placed  in  the  following  Se- 
ries of  the  Legislative  Body,  namely  : — 
First  Series,  mouths  of  the  Maese  and 
West  Ems ;  2nd  Series,  Friesland  and  the 
Upper  Ems;  3rd  Series,  the  Zuyder  Zee 
and  East  Ems  ;  4th  Series,  mouths  of  the  ' 
Yssel,  and  mouths  of  the  Elbe;  5th  Series, 
Upper  Yssel,  and  mouths  of  the  Weser.— 
VI.  For  the  Departments  of  the  Zuyder 
Zee,  mouths  of  the  Maese,  Upper  Yssel, 
mouths  of  the  Yssel,  Friesland,  and  West 
Ems,  there  shall  be  an  Imperial  Court  of 
Justice,  whose  seat  shall  be  at  the  Hague. 
—VII.  For  the  Departments  of  East  Ems, 
Upper  Ems,  the  Weser,  and  the  mouths  of 


the  Elbe,  there  shall  be  an  Imperial  CourS 
of  Justice,  who^e  seat  shall  be  at  Harn- 
i)U)gh. — VIII.  In  the  Departments  which 
belong  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Imperial 
Court  of  Justice  at  the  Hague,  there  shall 
be  a  Council  of  Senators  ;  and  another 
shall  be  erected  in  the  Departments  which 
belong  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Imperial 
Court  of  Justice  at  Hamburgli. — IX.  The 
cities  of  Amsterdam,  Rotterdam,  Ham- 
burgh, Bremen  and  Lubeck  are  placed 
among  the  number  of  good  cities  ;  their 
Mayors  are  to  be  present  at  the  oath  of 
fealty  to  tiie  Emperors  at  their  Corona- 
tion.— X.  A  communication  shall  be 
formed  with  the  Baltic  by  a  canal,  which, 
extending  from  the  canal  of  Hamburgh  to. 
Lubeck,  shall  make  a  communication  be- 
tween the  Elbe  and  the  Weser,  the  Weser 
and  the  Ems,  and  the  Ems  and  the  Rhine. 

AuBnicA.—— Letter  .from  Mr.  Pinkney  to 
Mr.  Smith,  Sec.  of  State. 

Sirj—On  the  27th  of  November,  Mr„ 
Brownell  delivered  to  me  your  letters  of  the 
11th,  14th,  and  23d,  of  the  preceding 
month,  and  on  the  Saturday  following  I 
had  a  conference  with  the  Marquis  Wei- 
lesley,  in  the  o.^v.rseof  which  I  explained 
to  him  fall}'  the  grounds  upon  which  I 
was  instructed  to  request  Mr.  Jackson's 
immediate  recall,  and  upon  which  the 
official  intercourse  between  that  minister 
and  the  American  Government  has  beets 
suspended. — Lord  Wellesley's  reception  oi 
what  I  said  to  him  was  frank  and  friendly, 
and  I  left  him  v/ith  a  persuasion  that  we 
should  have  no  cause  to  be  dissatisfied  with 
the  final  course  of  his  government  on  the 
subjects  of  our  conference. — We  agreed 
that  the  interview  could  only  be  intro- 
ductory to  a  more  formal  proceeding  on 
my  part;  and  it  was  accordingly  settled 
betv/een  us,  that  I  should  present  an  official 
letter  to  the  effect  of  my  verbal  communis 
cation.—Having  prepared  such  a  letter,  1 
carried  it  myself  to  Downing-street  a  few 
dnys  afterv\'ards,  5uid  accompanied  the 
delivery  to  Lord  Weilesley  with  some  ex- 
planatory observations,  with  which  it  is 
not,  I  presume,  necessary  to  trouble  you. 
You  xvill  find  a  copy  of  this  letter  in- 
closed, and  will  be  able  to  collect  from  it 
the  substance  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
statements  and  remarks  which  I  ; bought 
it  my  duty  to  make  in  the  conversation 
^bove  mentioned. — Although  I  was  aware 
that  the  answer  to  my  letter  would  not  be 
very  hastily  given,  I  certainly  was  not  pre- 


219] 


POLITICAL  REGISTER.— Q^cwZ  Pajxrs 


[2-^J 


pared  to  expect  the  delay  which  has  ac- 
tually occurred.  The  President  will  do 
me  the  justice  to  believe  That  I  have  used 
every  exertion  consistent  with  di^Cletioll, 
and  the  natoi"u  of  the  occasion,  to  shortca 
that  delay,  wht-  h  iliough  not  ascribable, 
as  I  persuade  mvself,  to  any  rrioiive  un- 
friendly or  disrespectful  to  the  LInited 
J>t;i^es,  nrtay,  I  iini  persuaded,  have  been 
pFu!nclive  of  some  disadvantage,  A 
Cnwy  of  the  answer  received  on  the  day 
©F-.itB  diVtc  is  enclosed.— Between  the  de- 
Jiversv"  0!- lay  letter  and  ths  receipt  of  the 
repiy,  I  h  'd  frequent  conversations  with 
Lord  WeiL^sley,  some  of  vvh'ch  were  at 
Jils  f<\xix  rvqnest,  and  related  altogether  to 
tiiP  ubjeci  of  my  leUer.  The  rest  were 
on  oiher  siibj^-cts,  but  Mr.  Jack.son's  affair 
was  incidentally  mentioned  in  all.  A  par- 
t'nuiar  account  of  what  was  .said  on  these 
several  occasions,  would  scarcely  be  use- 
ful, and  would  not  fail  to  be  tedious.  It 
will,  perhap.s,  be  sufficient  to  observe,  that 
although  these  conversations  were  less 
satisfactory  to  meihan  the  first,  there  was 
always  apparent  anxiety  on  the  part  of 
Lord  Wellesle}'^  to  do  what  was  conci- 
liatory;  and  that  in  the  share  which  I 
took  in  them,  1  was  governed  in  the  opi- 
nion, that  although  i^  might  hecoine  my 
duty  to  avoid  with  more  than  ordinarv 
care  the  appearance  of  my  being  a  party 
to  the  ultimate  proceeding  of  the  Briiisrh 
Government  on  my  official  representa- 
tion, it  could  not  be  otherwise  than,  pro- 
per in  any  turn  which  the  affair  could  take, 
that  I  should  avail  mj^self  of  every  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  to  Lord  We'leslev's 
mind  such  considerations  as  were  calcu- 
lated to  produce  a  beneficial  influence  on 
the  form  and  character  of  the  proceeding. 
In  what  light  the  President  will  view  the 
course,  which  after  so  much  consideration, 
this  Government  has  adopted,  it  will  not 
become  me  ,even  to  conjecture.  If  in 
manner  or  effect  it  should  not  fulfil  his 
expectations,  I  shall  have  to  regret,  that 
the  success  of  my  humble  endeavours  to 
make  !t  what  it  ought  to  be,  has  not  been 
proportioned  to  mj'  zeal  and  diligence. — 
Of  ny  letter  to  Lord  Wellesley,  of  the 
2nd  oJ*  Jaiiuary,  I  have  very  li'ttle  to  say. 
I  trust  it  will  be  found' faithful  to  ray  in- 
structions; and  that  while  it  maintains 
the  1  Oi'Mir  or  n.y  Government,  it  does  not 
neglect- \^ hilt' is  due  to  conciliation.— I 
am  noil  sitre  iliatlought  to  have  quoted 
in  it  vonrletteri.rne,  of  the  IstNoveraber, 
©f  vvbich  the  sribstance  is  undoubtedly 
giv«n  itt  the  quotation  of  your  subsequent 


letter  of  the  23d  of  the  satne'manth.  '^ut 
I  saw  no  objection  to  a  repetition  of  the 
just  and  amit^able  seiUimerus  expressed  in 
these  quotations;  and  as  1  had  b','en  in- 
duced, at  my  first  interview  with  Lord 
Welleslev,  to  reiid  to  his  Lordship  each  of 
thepassages,  Ilhoughttball  was  insomesort 
bound  to  the  inlroi'uction  of  both  in  my 
written  communication. — My  letter  avoids 
all  discussion,  and  all  invitations  to  discus- 
sions on  the  business  of  the  Chesapeake,  on 
the  Orders  in  Council,  and  on  topics  udiich 
circumstances  h.lve  connected  with  both. 
It  does  not,  however,  entirely  pass  theiu 
by,  but  contains  such  references  to  them 
as  1  had  supposed  were  likely  to  be  useful. 
I  am  assured  that  in  this  respect"  I  have 
acted  in  conformity  with  the  Presitlcnt's 
intentions.  Indeed,  if  1  had  acted  other- 
wise, I  should  liave  complicated  and  em- 
barrassed a  fjuesiion  which  I  wo.s  ordered 
to  simplify,  Rud  forced  into  combination 
th»v  Peculiar  difficulties  of  several  sub- 
jects, to  counteract  th6  wishes  of  my  Go- 
vernment on  each.  I  should  have  done 
so  too  without  inducement ;  foi  I  had  no 
authority  to  make  any  demand  or  pro- 
posal in  the  cases  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Orders  in  Council,  or  to  act  on  any 
proposal  which  Lord  Wellesley  might  be 
inclined  to  make  to  me:  and  it  is  per- 
fectly clear  that  these  subjects  were  nut 
susceptible  of  any  very  material  written 
illustrations  which  they  had  not  already 
received,  I  do  not,  however,  imagine 
that  I  was  to  make  no  use  of  the  reflections 
upon  them  whicl>-  you  have  furnished  in 
your  letter  of  the  2'id  I^oveniber.  I  was. 
on  the  contrary,  convinced  that  it  would 
be  proper  to  suggest  them  occasionally  in 
conversation,  with  a  view  to  dispose  lord 
Wellesley,  and  through  him  the  British 
Government,  to  seek  such  fair  and  liberal 
adjustments  with  us  as  would  once  more 
make  as  friends. — Accordingly  in  my  first 
conference  I  spoke  of  the  affair  of  the 
Chesapeake,  and  the  Orders  in  Council, 
and  concluded  my  explanation.?,  v^'hich  did 
not  lose  sight  of  your  lett.er  of  the  23d 
November,  by  expressing  a  wish  that  lord 
Wellesley  would  aiiovt'*  me  an  early  op- 
portunity of  a  re-communicaiioa  with  hitn 
on  these  heads.  Frorn  the  disposition 
evinced  by  lord  Wibliesley  in  the  notice 
he  took  of  these  suggeitions  of  that  wish, 
I  was  inclined  to  hope  that  it  might  be  in 
my  power  to  announce  to  you  by  the  re- 
turn of  the  corvette,  that  a  new  Envoy 
would  be  charged,  as  the  s«ccebSor  of  Mr. 
Jackson,  witU  iastiuctious  adapted  to  tb« 
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purpose  of  honourable  accommodation. 
My  letter  to  his  lordship  was  writen  under 
the  influence  of  this  hope,  and  concludes, 
as  you  vviil  perctive,  with  as  stroiijjj  ;in  ap- 
peal lo  the  disposition  on  which  it  rested, 
as  couid  with  propriety  be  made. — I  re- 
curred in  subsequent  conversations  as  often 
as  occasion  presented  itself,  to  the  attack 
on  the  Chesapeake,  and  to  the  Orders  in 
Council.  It  soon  appeared,  however,  that 
a  new  Envoy  would  not  in  the  first  instance 
be  sent  out  to  replace  Mr.  Jackson,  and 
consequently  that  arrangement  of  these 
subjects  was  not  in  that  mode  to  be  ex- 
pected. A  special  mission  would  still  less 
be  resorted  to,  and  it  was  not  likely  that 
approaches  to  negociation  would  be  made 
through  a  Charge  d'Aiiaires.  It  was  still 
barely  possible  ihat  though  I  had  no 
powers  to  negociate  and  conclude,  the 
British  Government  might  not  be  disin- 
clined to  make  advances  through  me 
or  that  Lord  Wellesley  would  sufler  me, 
so  far  lo  understand  the  views  of  his 
Government,  as  that  I  might  enable  you 
to  judge  upon  what  conditions,  and  in 
what  mode,  arrangement  was  practicable. 
This  was  possible,  though  not  very  proba- 
ble ;  but  it  finally  became  certain  that  no 
definite  proposal  would,  for  the  present  at 
least,  be  made  to  us  through  any  channel-, 
and  that  Lord  Wellesley  would  not  com- 
mit   himself  on    the   details    to   which   I 

wished   him  to   apcuk,   but  upon  ■which,  of 

course,  I  did  not  press  him.— It  only  re- 
mains to  refer  you  for  the  actual  sent'- 
ments  of  this  Government,  with  regvjj  to 
future  negociations;  v»'ith  regard  to  the 
concluding  paragraph  of  lord  Wellesley's 
letter  to  me,  which  is  substantially  the 
same  with  his  recent  verbal  explanations  j 
and  to  add,  that  in  a  short  conversation 
since  the  receipt  of  his  letter,  he  told  me 
that  if  I  thought  myself  empowered  to 
enter  upon  and  to' adjust  the  case  of  the 
Chesapeake,  he  would  proceed  without 
delay  toconsider  it  with  nie. — I  have  not 
supposed  that  Lord  Weilesley's  letter  re- 
quires any  other  than  the  coiomon  answer, 
and  I  have  accordingly  given  the  replv, 
of  which  a  copy  is  now  transmitted. — I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  consider- 
ation. Sir,  Your  most  obedient  humble 
Servant,  Wm.  Pinkney, 


France  — Report  of  Copt.  Duperrc,  com- 
inandin!^  the  French  Maritime  Force  at  the 
Isle  of  France, — 1 0/^  Sept.  1810. 

General,-r.The  events  which  have  suc- 
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ceeded  each  other  \Vith  snch  rapidity 
under  your  eyes  have  not  allowed  me  a 
moment  since  my  arriral  to  acquaint  you 
with  the  operations  of  the  squadron  under 
my  command  during  my  late  cruise.  I 
hasten  to  discharge  this  duty. — Having 
sailed  on  the  14th  of  last  March,  the 
squadron  proceeded  to  the  latitude  you 
had  appointed,  in  which  it  captured  two 
vessels,  one  from  China  and  the  other  from 
Bengal.  On  the  1st  of  June,  as  there  was 
no  longer  any  chance  of  prizes,  I  quitted 
the  cruizing  ground  and  steered  for  St, 
Augustin's  Bay,  to  repair  damages  and 
refresh  the  crew.  I  found  there  an  Eng- 
lish whaler,  which  was  foundering,  and 
could  not  be  taken  possession  of;  I  or- 
dered her  to  be  burned.  The  squadron  in 
a  few  days  left  the  Bay,  well  caulked  and 
equipped. — A  few  days  after  at  day-break 
on  the  3d  of  July,  we  perceived  three  sail, 
within  sight  of  Mayolte  Island,  to  which 
we  gave  chace.  I  soon  discovered  that 
they  were  three  Company's  vessels.  They 
were  making  oft' on  the  opposite  tacic, 
about  eight  miles  to  windward.  The  Bel- 
lona  being  an  admirable  sailer  aftbrded  a 
chance  that  I  should  be  able  to  bring  them 
to  action  about  the  middle  of  the  day  ; 
but  the  currents  of  wind  did  not  favour 
her,  although  they  did  the  Minerva,  who 
got  within  cannon-shot  of  them  at  three 
o^ clock.  As  soon  as  I  had  given  the  sig- 
nal for  attack  she  gallantly  ranged  along 
the  line  to  windward,  engaged  them  with- 
in pistol-shot,  passed  the  headmost  ship 
for  the  purpose  of  obliging  her  to  fall 
back,  and  drivii^g  her  to  leeward,  broke 
their  line  and  engaged  them  again.  This 
briiliant  manoeuvre  was  on  the  point  of 
being  crowned  with  the  most  complete 
success,  when  the  frigate  in  an  instant  lost 
her  main-top-mast  and  fore-top-gallant- 
mast.  Fortunately  at  this  time  I  had  got 
into  the  enemy's  wake,  in  which  I  con- 
tinued under  a  press  of  sail.  The  unex- 
pected success  he  had  obtained  appeared 
to  give  him  courage.  He  restored  his 
line.  J  made  the  signal  for  a  decisive 
tngageraeiii  At  hj4f  past  f.ve  I  pssscd  to 
Icewaid  of  his  line,  which  was  formed  in 
close  order.  I  placed  myself  opposite  the 
centre  vessel,  which  appeared  to  be  that 
of  the  Commander,  but  m  such  a  way  that 
'  1  could  partiallj'  dir.ectmy  fire  against  the 
v^hole  three,  which  I  engaged  within  less 
than  pistol-shot  at  .six  o'clock.  —  The 
enemy  at  first  kept  up  a  brisk  fire ; 
their  small  arms  were  vigorously  exerted. 
At  seven  o'clock  the  headmest  ship  gave 
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herself  stern  way,  tor  the  purpose  ofgetting 
under  shelter  of  the  vessel  next  to  her, 
which  becoming  exposed  l»v  such  a  ma- 
noeuvre to  the  whole  of  my  lire,  called  out 
that  she  had  surrendered.  I  wished  to 
take  possession  of  her,  and  put  a  boat  out 
for  that  purpose,  but  it  was  unfortunately 
swamped.  The  headmost  vessel  having 
eiideavoured  to  pass  under  my  stern,  I 
suffered  her  to  do  so,  and  found  her  on  the 
other  sidewuhm  pistol-shot.  I  attacked 
her  vigorousjy,  and  at  the  second  broad- 
side she  struck,  and  extinguished  iiU  her 
lights.  The  mancsuvre  she  had  made 
brougiit  her  close  to  leeward  of  the  Mi- 
nerve  and  Victor.  I  left  her  to  these  ves- 
sels, and  proceeded  to  take  possession  of 
the  ship  that  bad  struck,  and  to  compel 
the  third  to  surrender.  I  soon  came  up 
with  her,  and  at  the  second  broadside 
her  lights  were  pulled  down.  I  sent  to 
take  possession  of  these  two  vessels,  and 
steered  for  the  Minerve.  1  came  up  with 
her  at  10  o'clock,  and  was  exceedingly 
astonished  to  find  her  alone.  The  Captain 
informed  me  that  the  vessel  vv'hich  had 
struck,  and  which  I  had  given  up  to  him, 
taking  advantage  of  the  excessive  dark- 
ness of  the  night,  and  particularly  of  the 
contidence  derived  from  her  hdving  sur- 
rendered, had,  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
honour  and  of  war,  esccsped  from  under 
his  guns.  It  was  necessary  to  man  the 
two  other  ships,  called  the  Ceylon  and  the 
Windham,  coming  from  the  Cape,  and , 
proceeding  to  Madras..  They  carried 
each  .30  guns  and  had  400  soldiers  on 
board  each  vessel,  belonging  to  the  24th 
regiment  of  foot;  a  General  Officer,  a 
Colonel  and  the  colours  were  on  board, 
which  accounts  for  their  obstinate  resist- 
ance. The  disgraceful  runaway  wascalled 
the  Astle,  and  was  the  strongest  ship  of 
the  three.  On  the  20th  of  August,  in  the 
morning,  I  got  sight  of  the  mountains  of 
Port  Imperial,  in  the  isle  of  France.  At 
noon,  I  could  see  the  port.  The  National 
flag  was  flyiug  on  the  isle  de  la  Passe,  and 
the  signal  '•'  the  enemy  are  cruising  off' La 
Mire.''  A  three-masted  vessel  was  at  an« 
rhor  under  the  fort,  with  French  colours.  I 
determined  to  touch  there,  or  at  least  to 
takerny  direction  from  it.  The  sloop  was 
a-head;  the  Minerve  followed  her.  The 
Victor,  on  do'itdiiig  the  fort,  received 
»otne  shot  both  from  it  and  the  frigate,!" 


and  both  instantly  hoisted  the  English 
ilag.  It  fust  struck  me  that  all  this  part 
wa*  in  possession  of  the  enemy.  I  made 
the  signal  to  the  squadron,  «;h!ch  w-;as  still 
under  sai),  for  close  order,  and  to  keep  to 
windward.  It  was  loo  late  for  the  Mi- 
nerve  ;  she  and  the  C-eylon  had  already 
tntered  the  pass.  In  a  few  minutes  she 
went  through, it, engaging  the  fort  and  the 
frigate.  There  was  no  longer  hesitation. 
The  passage  was  to  be  forced,  the  squa- 
dron carried  in,  and  a  diversion  eOected 
that  might  be  useful  to  the  country.  I 
made  sail,  throwing  out  a  sign<*l  16  fbllow 
me.  The  Windham  from  some  indecision 
was  unable  to  do  so.  .  I  entered  the  pas- 
sage under  easy  sail,  and  the  fire  of  the 
fort  and  the  frigate.  I  gave  the  latter  my 
whole  broadside  as  I  passed  under  the 
stern  within  cannon-shot.  As  soon  as  I 
had  entered  I  discovered  the  French  flag 
flying  every  where.  The  Isle  de  la  Passe 
alone  appeard  to  me  to  be  in  possession  of 
the  eneray.  I  joined  my  squadron,  and- 
gave  orders  that  it  should  take  a  more  ad- 
vanced ground  of  anchorage,  which  uas 
instantly  done.  I  was  informed  Irom  the 
shore  of  the  situation  of  the  island  On 
the  21st  I  placed  the  squadron  near  the 
shore,  with  the  rear  toward  the  rocks 
which  skiit  the  Bay,  and  the  van  close  to 
the  coral  reef.  On  the  22d  the  Nereide 
frigate,  which  was  at  anchor   under  the 

Isle  of    T.^  Passp,-  was  joined  by  tlic  Sirius. 

Both  of  them  made  a  movement  to  attack 
me.  Your  Excellency  being  av\  are  of  the 
weak  state  of  my  crews,  in  consequence 
of  the  prizes  I  had  taken,  and  the  engage- 
ments 1  had  fought,  sent  mc  a  detachment 
of  fifty  men  from  La  Manche  and  L'En- 
trenrenant  sloop,  with  the  liecessarv  pro- 
portion of  officers.  I  immediately  station- 
ed them  on  board  the  different  vessels. 
The  plan  of  attack  was  frustrated  by  the 
Sirius  getting  on  the  reef  In  the  Channel, 
where  she  rcnsaiiicd  till  night.  On  the 
23d  two  more  frigates  made  their  appear- 
ance, and  joined  the  former  two  at  their 
anchorage  at  four  o'clock.  From  the  pre- 
parations they  made,  I  had  not  the  smallest 
doubt  that  they  would  attack  me.— At  five 
o'clock  the  four  enemy'-s  frigates  advanc- 
ed. One  of  them  made  for  the  Mintrve, 
another  for  the  Ceylon,  and  two  for  the 
Bellone,  indicating  by  their  movements 
that  they  meant  to  anchor  and  attack  U5. 
(To  be  coiinmied.) 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

-  T«E- Regency. Daring  the  debate, 

in  the  Ht-use  of  Lords,  which  took  place 
oii  Fridfiy  last,  the  24th  instant,  there  was 
something  very  curious  transpired,  relating 
to  the  state  of  the  King,  at  former  tiD^s,  when 
he  was  exercising  the  functions  of  royaiiy  — — 
This  is  the  point  towards  which  the  ;ieo- 
pie's  attention  ought  now  to  be  steadily 
directed.  The  su!)ject  of  Li//KVa<20«s  has 
been  amply  discussed.  But,  that  of  the 
resumption  of  the  kingly  powers  by  the  King  is 
of  still  greater  importance;  and  it  should 
now  be  considered  well;  lor,  very  much 
indeed  will  depend  upon  the  provisions 
niade  as  to  this  resumption.— — Before 
I  eater  upon  the  remarks  that  are  sug- 
gested by  the  debate  of  Friday,  I  must 
notice  a  very  curious  passage  in  the 
Courier  neWs-paper  of  that  day,  mani- 
festly intended  to  have  an  effect  upon  the 
discussion  then  coming  on  in  the  Peers' 
House. The  Courier,  it  should  be  ob- 
served, is  now  become  the  only  steady 
organ  of  the  hypocritical  enemies  upon  the 
Prince,  those  vile  men,  who  under  the 
garb  of  affected  attachment  to  the  King, 
are  calumniating  and  insulting  his  son,  by 
means  of  the  basest  insinuations.  The 
Morning  Post  has  long  been  faultering 
and  vacillating.  It  varies  in  its  tone  with 
the  variation  in  the  Windsor  Bulletins; 
and,  one  can  see,  that  it  is  prepared  to  go 
over,  the  moment  that  it  sees  the  Prince 
safely  in  possession  of  power,  and  other 
persons  than  the  present  in  office.  It 
discovered  strong  symptoms  of  rattirjg  in  a 
few  days  after  it  told  us,  that  the  King 
had  Si  slight  cold,  znd  was  attended  by  three 
physicians;  and,  when  Dr.  Willis  was  sent 
for,  and  came  accompanied  with  two  gen- 
tiemen,  in  a  post  chaise  and  four,  it  actually 
began  to  discover,  that  there  was  a  great 
difference  between  such  respectable  men  as 
Lords  Grenville  and  Grey,  and  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  and  Home  Tooke.  When  the 
Bulletins  began  to  talk  of  qiiiet  nights  and 
improvement,  the  Morning  Post  began  to 
talk  of  the  virtues  of  the  King,  and  the^de- 
lity  of  Lord  Eldon  and  Mr.  Perceval ; 
and  when  the  Terrace  tale  came  out,  it  so 
far  re-ratted  as  to  resume  its  old  talk  about 


"  the  Talents." Now,  it   seems  not  to 

know  what  to  do.  It  keeps  a  sort  of  mid- 
dle tone.  It  is  evidently  waiting,  as  rats 
may  well  do,  to  see  "  which  way  the  cat 
jumps."  It  leans  to  and  from  the  minis- 
try and  the  opposition  by  turns.  It  is 
precisely  in  that  state  which  the  country 
people  describe  by  the  phrase  :  "  between 
"  hav:k  and  buzzard;"  and  in  this  very 
stale   are  its  readers  of  "  the  fashionable 

world." The  Courier  is  steady  to  its 

point.  It  has  taken  its  ground,  and  there 
it  must  stand  as  long  as  it  can.  It  has  all 
the  old  blooJ-sucking  Anti-Jacobin  crew 
at  its  back,  whose  gall  must  be  fed,  and 
this  the  Courier  knows,  and  hopes  to  he 
without  a  rival  in  supplying  the  food; 
to  possess  a  sort  of  monopoly  of  the 
trade.  Its  supporters  are  decided;  but, 
it  is  only  because  hesitation  and  indeci- 
sion would,  with  the?n,  be  of  no  avail. 
Their  pre/ence,  meet  them  where  you  will, 
is,  attachment  to  the  King ;  but,  if  you  could 
look  into  their  hearts,  you  would  there 
find  hatred  of  those  who  are  opposed  to 
their  base  and  selfish  views.  This  race 
risk  nothing.  They  are  quite  sure,  that 
tacking  about  would  do  them  no  good. 
It  wotild  be  useless  for  them  to  rat,  and, 
therefore,  they  will  not  attempt  it;  but 
will  take  the  chance  of  opportunities  to 
annoy  those  whom  they  hate,  and  to  glut 
their  revenge  upon  all  those,  be  they  •who 
they  may,  that  have  contributed  towards 
an  exposure  of  them,  and  have  thus  done 
their   best  to  blast  their   corrupt   views. 

Of  this  detestable  race  the  Courier 

is  the  Organ,  or,  rather,  the  Purveyor, 
They  despise  the  Courier;  each  man  of 
them  looks  upon  it  as  a  vehicle  of  the 
most  execrable  hypocrisy  ;  but,  it  keeps 
them  in  countenance;  they  are  gratified 
to  see  in  print  what  even  they  would  be 
ashamed  to  utter:  and,  when  they  hand 
the  paper  about,  they  do  it  with  views 
like  those  of  murderers,  when   they  drop 

poison  into  their  neighbour's   mess. ■ 

Such  is  the  Courier,  and,  if  the  reader 
wants /M-oo/" of  it,  he  shall   have  it  in  the 

article  above  spoken  of. The  article  is 

entitled  "Dethroning   of  the  King;" 
and,   after    having   insinuated    in   rather 
general  terms,  that  this  is  the  object  of 
K 


227] 


POUTICAt  REGISTER.— I7jc  Regency. 


[m. 


the  New  Men  (by  whom  he  must  mean 
the  men  whom  the  Prince  shall  choose  for 
his  ministers),  he  proceeds  thus.  "  Sir 
"  Francis  Burdett  leaves  no  doubt  with 
"  respect  to  his  opinion  upon  the  subject. 
"  The  Morning  Chronicle  reports  him  to 
**  have  said  "  that  to  have  a  person  at 
*'  "  the  head  of  affairs,  who  had  long  been 
"  "  incapable  of  signing  his  name  to  a  docu- 
"  "  ment,  without  some  one  to  guide  his  hand ; 
"  "  a  person  long  incapable  of  receiving 
*'  "petitions,  of  even  holding  a  levee,  or 
"  "  discharging  the  most  ordinary  functions 
"  "  of  his  office,  and  now  afflicted  with  this 
**  "  mental  malady — was  amost»j/sc/«'erows 
"  "  example  to  the  people  of  this  country, 
"  "  while  it  had  a  tendency  to  expose  the 
"  "  Government  to  the  contempt  of  foreign 

"  "  powers." This  at  least   is  candid  j 

"  there  is  no  hesitation,  no  mincing  mat- 
"  ters  here.  We  have  it  avowed,  that  the 
"  King  ought  to  be  set  aside.  The  new 
•«  men,  therefore,  thinking  that  he  never 
"  can  be  fit  to  reign  again,  must  be  ex- 
"  pected  to  act  upon  that  opinion — and 
*•  we  are  justified  in  believing,  that  they 
"  would  never  let  him  exercise  the  royal 
"  functions  again.  Of  this  it  is  necessary 
"  the  people  should  be  warned,  they  must 
*'  not  be  misled  by  the  pretended  eager- 
*'  ness  of  the  new  men  to  afford  every 
"  facility  to  the  King  to  resume  his  au- 
"  thority.  They  tell  us  he  is  unfit  to 
*'  resume  it,  and  if  they  accede  to  poncr, 
"  thetj  voillnevej  let  hvu  resume  it.  And  one 
"of  the  means  which  they  will  use,  will 
"  be  irritating  and  goading  the  royal  mind. 
"  This  is  very  candidly  avowed  in  an 
"article,  in  which  they  remind  us  of  a 
"  case  in  Chancery  some  years  ago.  "  It 
*' "  may  be  useful  to  know,"  says  the 
"  Morning  Chronicle  of  to-day,  "  that  the 
*'  "  same  Lord  Chancellor  Eldon,  when  ap- 
'^  "  plied  to,  to  supersede  a  Commission  of 
*'  "  Lunacy  some  years  ago,  declared  that 
"  "  he  should  use  extreme  caution  in  comply- 
"  "  in^  with  the  prayer  of  the  petition;  for 
*'"  he  well  remembered  a  case  where  a 
*'  "  lunatic  had  been  brought  into  Court, 
"  "  whose  case  did  not  seem  to  wsrrant 
"  "  the  continuance  of  the  Commissi. n  ; 
*'  "  that  the  lunatic  was  rational,  conversed 
«'  "  well  on  every  subject  which  was  pro- 
"  "  posed,  and  appeared  perfectly  capa- 
*'  'f  ble  of  the  management  of  bis  own 
*'*'*  affairs ;  the  Commission  was  about  to 
"  "  be  ordered  to  be  superseded,  whep,  at 
«'  "  the  moment  the  Committee  of  the 
**"  lunatic  desired  that  be  might  be  ask^d 
*'  "a"  certain  question,  (Catholic  Emanci- 


"  "  pation  for  instance),  which  was  np 
"  "  sooner  done,  than  ample  grounds  were 
"  "  evinced   for   the   continuance  of  tli?. 

''"restraint." Here  is  the  secret  of 

"  their  policy  disclosed  at  once.  How  open, 
"  how  simple  the  confession  !  Let  the 
"King  pray  to  he  put  in  possession  of 
"the  regal  functions,  and  they  will  im- 
"  mediately  use  "  their  extreme  caution." 
"  Let  the  King  shew  symptoms  of  recove- 
"  ry  ;  let  ihem  see  him  making  '-dvances 
''  to  a  perfect  re-establishment;  they 
"  have  a  recipe  that  shall  throw  him  back; 
<'  press  him  upon  the  subject  of  Catholic 
*'  Emancipation,  which  may  agitate  and 
"  hurry  him,  and  they  have  said^before 
"  "  that  a  man  subject  to  hurries  is  not 
"  "  fit  to  wield  the  Executive  Power." 
"  Grievous  indeed  would  it  be  to  the  whole 
"  country  to  see  the  King  thrown  aside;  he 
"  has  "  borne  his  faculties  so  meekly,"  been 
"  "  so  clear  in  his  great  office."  But  he 
"  has  the  guilt  of  age  upon  him;  he  has  the 
"  guilt  of  want  of  sight.  Throw  him  into  a 
"  corner;  tell  him  this  is  the  lot  reserved  for 
"  a  King  who  has  reigned  so  long;  wrench 
"  the  Sceptre  from  his  hand,  pluck  thf  Crom». 
"  from  his  head,  and  bind  U.  with  thorns. . 
"  Tliese  are  the  doctrines  that  are  now  incul- 
"  catod,  and  no  doubt  will  be  acted  upon 
"  by  the  new  men.  They  have  passed 
"  sentence  of  dethronement,  and  we  must  ex* 

"  pect  it  to  be  carried  into  execution." 

What   a   disgrace  it  is  to  tJhe  English  n*. 
tion,  that  its  character  should  be  such  as 
to  embolden  any  one  to  put  forth  such, 
hypocritical  cant !  What  a  shame  it  is  for 
us,  that  any  one,  living  amongst  us,  and 
pretty  well  able  to  ascertain  the  nature  of 
the  public  mind,  should  think  it  his  in- 
terest  (for   that  is  his  guide)  to  publish 
a   passage  like  this!  What  a  disgrace  to 
our  national  understanding,  what  a  proof  o(- 
gross   national     cullibility,    and,   indeed* 
-what  a  symptom  of  degeneracy  and  base- 
ness of  spirit,  that  any  tnan,  after  long  ex^. 
perience  at  the  press,  should  not  only  thini? 
it  safe,  but  should  deem  it  his  interest,  to 
address,  the  public  in  this  manner  ;  taput 
forward  in  their  teeth  sentiments  and  as- 
sertions like  these  !  It  is  true,  that  all  men 
of  sense   will   see  them   in   their  proper 
light;  but,  the  publisher  of  them,  knows 
well,  that  there  are  enough  who  will  (jfljt;: 
iuid,  upon  the  supposition  that  there  a?©, 
only  one  thousand  persons  out  oi  j^teen  miU. 
I'OHs,  capable  of  being  thus  imposed  upon, 
the   fa<;t    is    highly   disgraceful    to    tb* 
iCy.untry,-r-«T^Let    us    examine,  nowj  t^% 
iciodtt  p^r4i<J^;l^a^•ly ,  of  thi?  guH-qatcfeiflgiar^. 
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tide  >   and  see  h&^  it  squares  with  truth ; 

iet  as  Jee  how  it  will  stand  that  test. 

As  to  the  King's  having  "  borne  his  fa- 
"  culties  meekly ;"  as  to  his  having  been 
"  so  clear  in  his  great  office  ;*'  these  are 
points  that  I  shall  not  attempt  to  discuss  ; 
but,  whether  true  or  not,  it  is,  for  several 
reasons,  base  in  the  extreme,  in  such  a 
case,  to  make  use  of  the  assertion;  first, 
because  if  any  one  dissented  from  it,  the 
writer  well  know*  that  no  one  would  dare 
to  express  that  dissent,  especially  accom- 
panied with  the  proofs,  if  any  existed,  of 
the  falshood  of  the  assertion.  This  is  al- 
ways the  case,  when  praises  are  bestowed 
upon  those  whom  no  man  dares  attack. 
Ir,  for  instance,  any  one  were  to  publish 
assertions  of  the  wisdom  and  honesty  and 
sincerity  of  Mr.  Perceval  and  his  col- 
leagues Lords  Liverpool  and  Eldon.  The 
assertion,  whether  true  or  false,  would  not, 
I  warrant  you,  be  controverted  in  print; 
that  there  is  no  man  now  in  England,  who 
would  say,  "  that  is  not  true  ;'*  much  less 
would  he  think  of  producing  Tiny  proofs  in 

support  of  his  denial. It  is,  therefore, 

always  very  base  to  introduce,  in  support 
of  an  argument,  praises  of  the  King,  or, 
under  the  present  stale  of  the  press,  praises 
of  any  man  in  power  ;  for,  if  it  be  a  libel 
io  pain  a  mart's  feelings,  it  is  pretty  evident, 
Shat  if  you  assert,  that  the  praise  has  been 
unjustly  bestowed,  you  must  necessarily 
pain  the  feelings  of  the  praised  party,  and 
this  you  must  do  in  a  double  dearree,  if  you 
produce  proq/s'of  the  falshood  of  the  praise. 
To  besto^  praises  upon  men,  whom  no- 
body must  attack,  is,  therefore,  at  all 
times  very  suspicious,  at  best,  and  when 
made  use  of  in  an  argument,  excessively 
base.  What  would  this  same  venal  writer 
say,  if  a  French  writer  were  to  publish  in 
France :  "  Napoleon  is  a  most  excellently 
"  good  man ;"  and,  therefore,  the  people 
*'  ought  to  do  so  and  so  for  him  ?"  What 
would  this  venal  man  say  thereon  ?  Would 
he  not  say,  that  the  assertion  was  very 
base,  seeing  that  no  one  would  dare  to 
contradict  it  ?  "  Napoleon  is  a  good  so- 
*'  vereign ;  let  any  one  deny  it  if  he  can." 
What  would  he  say  of  a  challenge  of  this 
sort:  There  needs  nothing  more  to  shew 
how  base  it  is  in  any  one  to  deal  forth 
praises  of  those,  whom  it  is  well  known  no 
one  dares  attack  ;  to  put  forth,  in  support 
of  an  argtiment,  facts  which  no  one  dares 
controvert,  and  especially  if  he  prove  the 
facts  to  be  false.  The/acts  of  the  King's 
having  "  borne  his  faculties  meekly,  and 
Y  hi i  having  been  so  clear  iix  hia  great 


"office,"  I  shall,  as  I  saidf' before,  not 
attempt  to  discuss,  being  quite  willing  to  '. 
leave  them  to  the  judgment  of  the  readeii j 
but,  I  cannot  refain  from  remarking  how 
these  pretended  King' s friends ^rehexe,  in,- 
directly, again  throwingall  the  responsibilitj/' 
upon  the  Prince's  "poor  Father,"  as  this 
same  writer  calls  him,  in  his  paper  of  Sa- 
turday last,  in  an  article,  which,  for  hy- 
pocritical malice,  exceeds  even  that,  upon 
which  I  am  now  commenting.  X^ere  19 
no  one  that  talks  about  any  thing  that  the 
King  has  done  wrong  ;  we  hold  that  he  cart 
do  no  wrong.  Aye,  but  this  does  not  suit 
the  venal.  It  suits  them  much  better  to 
hoist  him  up  and  thrust  him  forward,  upon 
all  occasions  between  the  ministry  and  the 
people.  "  Here,"  say  they,  "  here  is  your 
"  mark:  do  not  blame  the  ministers  :  cast 
"  your  stone  here,  if  you  have  any  fault 
"  to  find."  This  has  been  their  constant 
practice.  Never  was  there  such  a  series 
of  hypocritical  tricks  played  off  upon  « 

people  ! But,  after  all,  what  have  the 

King's  virtues  to  do  with  the  great  question 
novv  before  the  people  ?  What  have  these 
virtues  to  do  with  the  question,  which  this 
man  has  agitated,  namely,  whether  the 
King  ought,  without  great  caution,  to  he 
called  upon  to  resume  the  regal  stale  and  func- 
tions ?  What  have  the  King's  meekness  ^ndk. 
uprightness  and  singleness  of  heart  to  do  with 
this  question?  It  is  not  of  meekness  an3 
uprightness  and  singleness  of  heart  that  h» 
has  been  declared  incapable  ;  it  is  of  exer- 
cising the  functions  of  royalty ;  it  .is  of 
executing  the  ordinary  duties  of  his  office; 
it  is  of  understanding  any  thing;  it  is  in 
this  respect  that  he  has  been  declared  to 
be  in  a  state  of  incapacity;  in  short,  that 
he  is  in  a  state  of  mjenlal  derangement,  to 
which  is  added  the  circumstance  of  corpo- 
real blindness. Suppose,  in  bar  of  an 

application  to  thev  Chancellor  to  issue  a 
commission,  or  whatever  else  it  is,  oi lunacy 
against  any  one,  it  was  pleaded,  that  he 
had  been  a  very  good  and  mild  master 
and  a  very  honest  man  during  the  last  fifty 
years.  Would  the  Chancellor  hear  such 
an  argument  ?  Nay,  could  any  advocate 
be  found  to  make  use  of  it.^  Would  not 
any  man  of  reputation  be  ashamed  to  urge 
it  ?  Yes,  and  upon  the  whole  earth,  there 
is  not  another  people  to  be  found  to  wboiu 
such  an  argument  would  be  addressed. 
This  venal  man,  hov/ever,  knows,  that>  in 
this  nation,  he  shall  find  gulls  to  swallow 
,his  bait;  especially  in  these  dark  days,'' 
jwhen  lowness  of  spirits  amongst  io'ttian^' 
of  the  weak  and  til©  aged  crealte  Ji  )loft'»f 
K  S» 


231 J 


POUTICAL  RLGlSHEiL—The  Regency. 


(5S2 


selfish  sympathy  in  the  case  of  the  King. — 
The  words,  used  as  the  title  of  the  article: 
•'  Dethroning  of   the  King,"  taken  in 
connection  with  the  quotation  from  Shake- 
speare, convey  a  most  malignant  mean- 
ing.      Macbeth,   when   he   is   about  to 
murder  kinj^  Duncan,  reasons  with  himself, 
*nd,   during  the  soliloquy,   he  says,  that 
Duncan,  "  has  borne  his  faculties  so  jueek- 
"  ly,  has  been  so  clear  in  his  great  office, 
*'  that   his   virtues,    like   angels   trumpet- 
''  tongaed,  will    cry  out   against  tke  deep 
"  damnation  of  his  taking  of."      These  are 
the    words,  as  nearly   as  1   can  recollect 
them.     Why  did  not  the  venal  man  go  on 
with  the  quotation  ?  Why  did  he  not  quote 
the /a^ier  par/ of  the  sentence  as  well  as 
the  former,  and  leave  the  whole,  as  he  has 
done  a  part,  to  be  applied  to  the  King's 
son,  who  is  to  succeed  him  in  the   Royal 
Authority,  as  Macbeth  did  Duncan  ?    But, 
though  he  took  not  the  words,  the  context 
is  in  every  man's  mind,  and  the  inference 
is  full  as  clear  as  those  inferences  upon 
which  many  a  man  has  been  convicted  of 
libel. Let  us  now  take  the  closing  gull- 
catching  parts  of  this  article,  and  expose 
the  falshoori,    the  fraud,   the  imposture  of 
them.-:; — ««  But,  he  has  the  guilt  of  age  upon 
"him;    guih  of  want  of  sight,      'ihrow 
**  him  into  a  corner ;    and  tell  him  that  is 
"  the   lot   reserved  for    a   Kiiig   who   has 
'i  reigned  so  long ;  wrench  the  sceptre  from 
"  his  hand,  pluck  the  crown  from  his  head, 
"  bind  it  w  ith  thorns.     These  are  the  doc- 
"  trines  that  are  now  inculcated  ;   they  have 
" patsed  sentence  of  dethronemtni,   and    we 
**  must  expect  it  to  be  carrie'd  into  execu- 

*'  tion." No,  impostor,  there  is  nobody 

that  talks  of  the  guilt  of  age  and  of  blind- 
ness. It  is  not  a  crime  to  be  aged  and 
blind.  Nobody  says  that  it  is  a  crime. 
Nobody  ever  has  said  so.  Every  one  ex- 
presses regret  that  the  King,  or  that  any 
other  human  beirtg,  should  be  afflicted 
with  blindness.  But,  old  age  is  old  age, 
and  blindness  is  blindness,  in  a  king  as 
well  as  in  other  rnen,  and  when  blindness 
is  unhappily  added  to  old  age,  and  to  both 
are  added  mental  derangement,  is  it  unrea- 
sonable that  people,  whose  happiness  or 
misery  must,  in  a  great  degree,  depend 
upon  their  government,  should  be  solici- 
tous, that  great  caution  should  be  used  in 
the  resumption  of  the  royal  authority  by 
a  person  thus  afflicted  ;  and  is  it  not  quite 
right,  that  members  of  parliament  as  v»ell 
as  public  writers  should  express  their  opi- 
nions upon  the  subject  i  Old  age  and 
Miadness  combined  are  very  serious  things 


where  the  weight  of  affairs  is  great  and 
where  the  business  actually  to  be  per- 
formed is  of  a  laborious  nature  and  such 
as  may  well  demand  the  most  vigorous  fa- 
culties of  all  sorts;  but  when,  in  such  a  situ- 
ation, in  a  person  having  so  momentous  an 
office  to  discliarge ;  to  thes«  two,  when  to  old 
age  and  blindness,  in  such  a  person,  menial 
dtranget/ient'i^i  added,  isitnotvery  impudent 
indeed  to  reproach  any  part  of  the  people 
with  want  of  feeling  or  of  loyalty,  because 
they  express  their  wishes,  that grca/ cciMiion 
should  be  used  in  the  resumption  of  such 
an  office  hy  such  a  person,  even  leaving 
compassion  towards  himself  out  of  the 
question,  and  most  assuredly  that  alone  is 
quite  sufficient  to  call  for  extreme  caution 

in  this  respect? "  Throw  him  into  a  cor- 

"  ner,  and  tell  him  that  is  (he  lot  reserved 
"  for  a  king  who  has  reigned  so  long."- 
These  are  words,  like  the  context,  put  into 
the  mouths  of  those,  who  have  contended 
against  restrictions  upon  the^  Prince,  and 
who  wish  for  great  caution  to  be  used  iri 
the  resumption  of  the  royal  authority  by 
the  King.  Bui  this,  like  the  context,  is 
basely  and  impudently ./iz/st.  We  do  not 
say,  "  throw  him  into  u  corner."  We  say, 
take  the  best  of  care  of  him;  cherish  him,; 
give  him  all  the  means  you  possibly  can 
invent  to  divert  his  mind  from  distressing 
and  embarrassing  objects.  He  is,  unhap- 
pily, in  a  corner;  and  we  wish  to  see  him 
out  of  it,  if  his  state  will  permit  it.  W~e 
wish  to  see  him  have  a  succession  of  amus- 
ing and  pleasing  ideas  presented  to  his 
mind  ;  to  see  him  che«red,  if  possible,  by 
change  of  place,  by  agreeable  variety,  to 
live  in  the  best  air,  to  have,  in  short, every 
thing  that  the  art  of  man  can  devise  to 
console  and  comfort  him  ;  and  all  this  we 
have  said  over  and  over  again.  To  repre- 
sent us,  therefore,  as  wishing  to  throw  him 
in  a  corner  is  a  falsehood,  invented  by  hy- 
pocrisy for  the  basest  of  purposes. No : 

we  do  not  say,  that  it  is  •*  the  lot  reserved  for 
"  a  king  who  has  reigned  so  long.'^  We  have 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  lot;  we  have  had 
no  hand  in  making  the  King  either  old  or 
blind  or  mentally  deranged.  The  lot  has 
fallen  upon  him.  The  first  is  the  lot  of 
every  man,  and  is  generally  esteemed  a 
very  fortunate  lot ;  the  second  is  nothiTig 
very  rare,  it  is  by  no  means  an  untrequent 
companion  of  old  age  ;  and  the  third,  and 
all  three,  are  the  work  of  nature,  and  not 
of  any  of  us.  We  have  not  reserved  the 
lot.  We  did  not  even  discover  that  nature 
had  ihusafflicted  the  King.  It  was  his  own 
servants  that  proclaimed  th$  fact  to  u»,  and 
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his  physicians  confirmed  it  upon  their  oaths. 
What,  then,  have  we  liad  to  do  with  reserv- 
ing the  lot  ?  And,  as  to  the  King's  having 
"reigned  so  long,"  theie  is  neither  merit 
nor  demerit  in  that,  either  in  him  or  his 
people.  IfGeorge  the  Second  hail  reignei 
longer  than  he  did,  George  the  Third 
would  not  have  reigned  so  lon^  as  he  has. 
This,  therefore,  is  a  poor,  m\<.Ki\  able  device 
to  extort  sighs  from  the  weak-nerved  va- 
letudinarian, and  must  be  quite  thrown 
away  upon  any  person  who  is  in  posses- 
sion of  a  sound  nimd.  It  is  like  those  tricks 
that  we  read  of  by  which  cunning  priests, 
of  all  religions,  contrive  to  rob  a  man's 

heirs. "  IVrench  the  sceptre   from   his 

"  hand,  pluck  the  crown   from  his  head 

"  and  bind  it  with  thorns." This  again 

is  false.  We  do  not  say  any  such  thing. 
Nobody  went  to  the  ministers  to  ask  for 
the  kingly  office.  They  made  an  ojir  of 
it.  They  told  us,  that  the  King  was  inca- 
pable of  executing  the  duties  of  his  office. 
What  did  they  do  this  for,  if  this  venal 
man  was  afterwards  to  say,  th.it  we,  the 
people,  wished  to  wrench  the  sceptre  from 
his  hand  ?  If  any  body  wrenched  it,  it  was 
his  own  servants.  But,  nobody  did  it.  It 
fell  from  his  hand.  He  was  incapable  of 
holding  it  any  longer,  and  then  it  was  of- 
fered to  his  son,  in  a  way  that  his  son  did 
riot,  indeed,  approve  of;   but,  still  it  was 

offered  without  being  asked   for. ^And 

the  same  of  the  Croian.  The  King  could 
not  wear  it.  Nobody  asked  for  it,  much 
less  plucked  it  from  the  King's  head.  And 
nobody  says,  "  bind  it  with  thorns ;"  but 
pfut  safely  by  for  the  Prince.  Do  not  dis- 
figure  it ;  do  not  mar  it ;  do  not  divide  it ; 
do  not  chip  it  away  ;  take  nothing  from  it, 

either  of  the  solid  or  ornamental. This 

is  what  we  say  ;  this  is  what  the  people  say. 
They  say,  in  the  words  of  the  Prince,  this 
crown  exists  tor  our  benefit;  therefore,  do 
not  lay  the  foundation  for  its  total  destruc- 
tion, by  dividing  and  hammering  it  about 
anti  new-shaping  it ;  for,  if  you  do,  it  will 
be  no  longer  the  same  thing.  No,  no  ! 
We  do  not  say  "  bind  it  with  thorns."  The 
assertion  is  impudently/o/se  ;  it  is  a  bare- 
faced trick  to  gull  the  weak  and  the  fool- 
ish. We  say,  let  it  be  as  it  was.  Let  us 
hare  no  thorns,  either  for  King  or  Regent. 
We  want  to  see  all  the  powers  and  prero- 
gatives accompany  the  office  of  King.  If 
you  will,  indeed,  propi  se  to  us  a  scheme 
for  dimiidsfang  in  pei-petuity  these  powers 
and  prerogatives,  we  will  say,  that  you 
rnay  be  right-;  though,  if  the  people  be 
fdHy  and  fairly  represented  in  then  House 
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of  Parliament,  we  do  not  think  that  iny 
diminution  of  the  Royal  powers  and  pre- 
rogatives is  at  all  necessary.  If,  however, 
you  make  such  a  proposition  we  will  dis- 
cuss it  with  you ;  but,  we  deny,  that  you 
have  proposed  any  diminution.  All  the 
powers,  all  the  prerogatives,  all  the  jja- 
tronage,  all  the  expences  of  Civil  List  and 
Privy  Purse  are  still  to  exist ;  but  a  very 
considerable  part  of  them  are  to  be  sevu^ 
rated  from  the  kingly  office,  to  which  office 
they  were  attached  for  the  people* s  benefit. 
A  part  are  to  be  possessed  by  the  Prince 
Regent ;  a  part  by  the  Queen  and  a  Coun- 
cil ;  and  another  part  are  to  be  kept.e/i  rc- 
serve  to  be  used  by  the  King,  who,  if  he 
shall  be  again  declared  to  have  recovered 
from  his  mental  derangement,  will  have 

to  possess  them  in  retrospect. Thus  aii 

the  assertions  of  this  venal  man  are  false. 
They  are  falshoods,  contrived  by  some 
arch-hypocrite  for  the  purposes  of  delusion  ; 
for  the  fraudulent  purpose  of  enlisting 
compassion  and  arraying  it  against  the 
Prince,  kidnapping  the  feelings  of  the 
weak  and  the  ignorant  and  making  them 
subservient  to  the  purposes  oi  interested  hy- 

pocrisy. These  expressions  of  "his /wor 

"Father;"  the  "poor  old  King;"  the  "poor 
"  dear  King;"  all  ttiese  expressions,  all  the 
reverential  cant,  all  the  professions  of  per- 
sonal attachment,  all  the  hiccupping  and 
the  blubbering  that  we  hear  from  these 
venal  men,  can  be  ascribed  to  base  self-in- 
terest and  to  nothing  else.  One  of  the 
great  characteristics  of  the  thorough-bred 
harlot,  is,  that  she  has  always  a  flood  of 
tears  at  command.  It  is  generally  he\  iast 
resource.  When  all  her  other  tricks,  when 
disguise,  when  wheedling  and  coaxing, 
blustering  and  threatening,  shuffling  and 
lying  (Oh!  how  she'll  LIE  !) ;  when  all 
have  failed,  out  comes  her  handkerchief 
and  her  flood  of  tears  ;  and  at  the  moment 
that  they  pour  down  her  cheeks,  a  glance 
through  the  flood  ascertains  the  relenting 
disposition  of  her  cull,  and,  then,  even 
then,  she  coolly  plans  fresh  dilapidations 
upon  his  purse.  Crrtcodlles,  those  most 
voracious  Robbershoth  by  land  and  water, 
when  they  want  to  inveigle  their  prey 
within  reach  of  their  insatiable  jaws,  set 
up  a  most  lamentable  cry,  which  to  tlie 
dogs,  more  sagacious  than  other  animals, 
is  always  a  signal  to  keep  at  a  distance.  Eng- 
lishmen, avoid  the  example  ofthe  cull,  and 
follow  that  of  the  dogs  of  the  Nile.  Shun 
these  canting  and  hiccupping  and  blubber- 
ing men  ;  read  all  their  verbose  columns 
with  a  suspicious  eye ;  and  when  they 
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sigh  out,  "  poor  dear  King,"  be  assured 
.  that  they  have  their  eye  upon  your  purse, 
-r— r-Having  now,  and  I  should  hope  ef- 
fectually, exposed  these  consummate  hy- 
pocrites, who  calumniate  the  Prince  by  the 
Hieans  of  canting  and  crying,  we  will  now 
return  to  t^e  subject,  of  which,  at  the  out- 
>«et  of  this  article,  I  proposed  to  treat, 
\naniely,  the  circumstances  under  which, 
ef  cerlain  times  passed,  the  King  had  exer- 
cised the  Royal  Authoriii/,  and  see  what  was 
said  thereon  by  Lord  Guet  and  the  Loud 
-Chancellor,  in  the  Debate  of  Friday  last, 
the  25tl)  instant.  I  shall  not,  indeed,  have 
much  to  say  upon  it  myself.  The  speeches 
contain  in  themselves  quite  enough  to 
suggest  observations  and  conclusions  to 
the  reader.  I  take  the  extract  from  the 
Times  news-paper,  just  as  I  find  it  there. 
-——Lord  Grev  said  ;  "  With  respect 
"  to  that  part  of  the  Bill,  which  pro- 
**  vided  for  ihe  resumption  of  the  Royal  Au~ 
"  tkority  upon  his  Majesty's  recovery,  he 
"  would  say  that  no  one,  not  even  any  of 
"  the  Noble  Lords  on  the  other  side  of 
"  the  House,  would  more  sincerely  re- 
*' joice  at  the  arrival  of  thot  period  :  but 
**  before  he  could  approve  of  that  resump- 
"  tion,  he  must  be  convinced,  that  the  re- 
"  CO  very  was  full  and  perfect;  he  must 
**  have  other  aQthority  for  that  impojtant 
"fact  than  the  mere  putting  of  t/ie  Great 
*'  Seal  to  a  commission  in  his  Majesty s  name. 
*'  He  could  not  receive  such  a  ciocuDifrnt  as 
"a  decisive  proof  of  his  Majesty's  re- 
*'  covery,  when  he  considered  what  had 
".  taken  place  on  two  former  occasions,  when  it 
"  was  notorious  the  Greut  Seal  had  been  em- 
"ployed,  as  if  by  his  Majesty's  command,  at 
*'  a  time  that  he  was  under  ihe  cure  of  a  phy- 
"  sicianfor  a  malady  similar  to  that  by  which 
"  he  was  noiv  affiicied.  The  Noble  and 
*'  Learned  Lord  must  excuse  him  when  he 
*'  said,  he  must  have  better  authority  than 
**  his  declaration  for  his  Majtrsty's!!  re- 
"  covery.  That  important  fact  reijuired 
"  to  be  substantiaTed  in  the  most  solemn 
*'  manner  ;  and  nothing  short  of  an  exa- 
"  mination  of  the  physicians  by  their  lord- 
*'  ships  could  aUbrd  that  proof  of  it  wliich 

«  would   satisfy  his  mind." This  was 

coming  to  tht;  point.  It  was,  as  far  as  I  re- 
collect, what  nobody  had  said  before; 
and  it  was,  too,  said   in  the  presence  ot 

the  Lqi'D  Chancellor Here,  then,  we 

ha^e  a  statement  from  Lohd  GreYj  that, 
upon  two  former  occasions,  when  it  was 
notorious  THE  GREAT  SEAL  HAD 
^EEN  EMPLOYED,  AS  IF  BY  HIS 
'MA^i:strs"  COMMAND,  AT  THAT 


TIME  HE  WAS  UNDER  TtlE  CARE 
OF  A  PHYSICIAN  FOR  A  MALADY 
SIMILAR  TO  THAT  BY  WHICH  H^ 

WAS  NOW  AFFLICTED. -J^ow,then, 

what  said  the  Lord  Chancellof  in  Al^f- 
SWER  to  this?  Herfc  it  is.  I  beg  th,e 
reader  not  to  miss  a  word  of  it. — ——"The 
"  Lord  Chancellor,  rising  under  extri^mp 
'*  agitation,  said,  That  the  Conimitte^ 
"  would  excuse  him  for  troubling  them  at 
"  that  period  of  ihp  debate  ;  but  he  could 
"  not  suflfer  the  observacions  with  whicl) 
"  the  Noble  Earl  concluded  hi^  speech  to 
"  pass  without  taking  the  earliest  oppor- 
'•  t unity  of  replying  to  them.  In  answer 
"  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  Noble  Earl, 
"  he  would  now  repeat  what  he  had  said 
"  upon  another  consideration  of  the  suhject 
"  before  them  ;  that  he  not  only  would  not 
**  decline,  but  ihathe  challengeij  thestrict- 
*'  est  enquiry  into  his  conduct.  The  noble 
"  Earl  might  well  have  spared  the  observa- 
"  tions  that  had  fallen  from  him:  butsince 
"  he  chose  to  allude  to  acts  which  he  (Lord 
"  Eldon)  had  done  in  a  conscientious  ^Js- 
"  charge  ofhisduty,  he  would  tell  that  noble 
"  Lord,  that  he  would  rather  have  perjshfd 
"  on  a  scaffold,  than  have  withheld  himself 
"  from  any  act  of  public  duty  he  had  per- 
"  formed.  In  what  he  had  done  upon  the 
"  occasion  alluded  to,  he  acted  under  the 
"  solemnity  of  an  oath,  which  prescribe^ 
"  that  he  was  to  act  conscientiously,  and 
"  to  the  best  of  his  judgment.  He  fel^ 
"  himself  superior  to  the  uncalled-for  im- 
"  pqtation  of  the  noble  Lord.  Until  his 
"  country  told  him  he  had  done  wrong,  he 
"  should  feel  satisfied  with  himself  for  hi» 
"  conduct  on  that  occasion.  No  man  had 
"  a  right  to  charge  him  with  criminality.. 
"  He  had  long  served  a  gracious  mastesr 
"  most  faithfully  :  he  had  done  so  in  cojj- 
"  junction  with  some  noble  Lords  ovfr  the 
"  way,  at  the  most  critical  moment  ^hat 
"  this  country  ev^r  experienced,  ^t  was; 
"at  a  time  when  some  of  those  noble 
;'  Lords  were  supporting  him  in  the  mea- 
"  sures  which  he  thought  necessary  foy 
''  putting  down  those  societies  which 
"  aimed  at  the  subversion  of  the  Govern- 
"  ment ;  and  which  measures  other  noble 
'•  Lords,  who  were  now  sitting  side  by. 
"  side  with  them,  were  obstructing  }^y 
"  every  means  in  their  power,  and  ritli- 
"  culing  under  the  name  of  the  "  gagging! 
*'  "  bdls."  Strong  as  those  measures  were^^ 
"  they  could  not  have  eflectually  ^ouQ.. 
"  teracted  the  pernicious  and  uucouslitu- 
"  lional  proceedings  of  those  clubs  and 
"  ^ocieti^S'w'froija  his  con^ciejj^e  ^e  t«*. 
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,"  lieved  that  nothing  could  have  saved  the 
*'  country  at  that  momentous  period,  but 
""  the  ahnost  universal  love  and  reverence 
"  of  the  people  for  the  individual  who 
•'  filled  the  Throne.  With  respect  to  the 
»'  transactions  of  1802  and  ISOi,  he  would 
"  again  say,  that  he  challenged  the  strlct- 
"  est  enquiry  into  them.  The  opinions  of 
*'  physicians,  though  entitled  to  great  at- 
"  tention,  were  not  to  absolutely  bind 
•'him.  He  was  bound  to  act  upon  his 
*'  oath,  and  to  the  best  of  his  judgment. 
•'  He  had  always  done  so,  and  he  was 
"  ready  to  abide  the  consequences.  There 
*'  were  no  terrors  for  him  in  any  enquiry 
«'  that  might  be  instituted  into  his  official 
"  conduct.  Impavidumferhmt.  As  to  the 
*'  daily  scandal  that  was  poured  out  against 
""him,  and  which  connected  him  with 
**  measures  in  which  he  had  no  concern, 
**  he  would  not  condescend  to  reply  to  it. 
"  He  would  not  ask  the  noble  Earl  to 
"  trust  him.  He  would  discharge  his  duty 
«'  lo  his  Sovereign  conscientiously;  and  sa- 
*'  tisfied  that  he  had  done  so,  he  should 
<*■  feel  indifferent  as  to  what  might  be  said 
•'  of  him.  It  had  been  put  to  him,  whether 
"  he  would  supersede  a  commission  of  lu- 
**  nacy  against  the  opinion  of  physicians. 
"  He  had  often  done  so,  and  perhaps  he 
"  might  have  been  wrong  in  so  doing  ; 
"  but  he  had  acted  upon  his  conscience, 
*'  as  he  should  always  do  in  such  cases.'' 

1    do  not   know  what  "  Impavidum 

fcriunt,"  mean;  but,  I  suppose,  that  (he 
ANSWER  to  Lord  Grey  was  contained  in 
those  words;  for  as  to  the  history  of  the 
**  g^Hs^^S  bilh,"  it  is  not  easy  to  see  what 
that  had  to  do  with  the  matter,  though  a 
subject  of  very  great  importance,  and  one 
that  T,  for  my  part,  like  to  see  revived  ; 
and  I  feel  grateful  to  the  Lord  Chancellor 
for  reviving  it  at  this  time.  But,  it  is 
certainly  difficult  to  see  how  it  was  con- 
nected with  what  passed  in  1804  respect- 
ing the  putting  of  the  Great  Seal  to  things 

at  that  time. Just  as  I  arrived  at  the 

close  of  the  last  sentence,  the  news- 
papers, containing  the  report  of  the  last 
night  (Monday,  28th  January)  was  put 
into  my  hands.  Here,  I  see,  the  subject 
was  revived  ;  the  charge  of  Lord  Grey 
was  first  noticed  by  ihe  Lord  Chancellor. 
Lord  Grey  replied,  and  so  far  from  retract- 
ing any  thing,  went  into  a   detail  of  what 

was    done    in  |804<. .-Now  came    forth 

Lords  SjDMooTH  and  Liveupool,  who 
said  they  were  equally  responsible  with  the 
Lord  Chancellor  for  what  was  done  in 
JSO-i. The  Lord  Chakcei.i.ob  replied 
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to  Lord  Grey  ;  and  Lord  Grey  rejoined  ; 
and,  at  last,  Lord  King  grounded  a  motion 
for  excluding  the  Lord  Chancellor  from 
the  Queen's  Council  upon  the  facts   re- 

lating  to  his  conduct  in  Ib04' Here   is 

some  very  curious  and  interesting  matter; 
and  though  it  may  be  supposed  to  be 
widely  circulated  in  the  news- papers,  yet, 
the  extreme  importance  of  it  ijiduces  me 
lo  insert  these  speeches  here,  as  far  as  they 
relate  to  this  subject,  which  it  is  quite  im- 
possible should    rest  where  it  is. I'hii 

affair  of  180+  is  all  quite  new  to  the pMjtic 
Not  a  word  of  it  did   they  know,  or  dream 

of. 1  begin  with  the  Lord  Chancellor's 

speech,  which,  as  the  reader  will  hear  m 
mind,  grew  out  of  what  passed  on  Friday, 
and  which  we  hare  seen  above. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  he  un- 
derstood the  noble  Earl  (Grey)  to  have 
accused  him  of  having  perfornjed  certain 
acts,  connected  with  the  ofTjce  he  held,  in 
his  Majesty's  name,  while  his  Sovereign 
was  in  an  incapable  state.  He  would 
again  repeat,  that  he  challenged  the  most 
minute  inquiry  into  those  transactions. 
What  he  did  on  those  occasions  he  did  in 
concurrence  and  with  the  approbation  of 
all  his  colieague.<5;  and  he  would  have 
acted  as  he  did,  though  be  had  even  dif- 
fered from  every  man  among  them.  He 
would  even  go  farther  ;  and  he  would  say, 
that  acting  conscientiously,  So  help  him 
God,  he  could  not  have  acted  otherwise 
than  he  did.  What  was  the  nature  of  th« 
crime  imputed  to  him  ?  Why  this,  that  he 
had  acted  in  obedience  to  his  Majesty's 
commands.  He  would  ask  the  Noble  Earl 
(Grey)  what  he  would  have  thought  of 
him,  if  he  had  refused  lo  do  so  ;  and  what 
kind  of  crime  he  would  impute  to  those 
who  disobeyed  his  Majesty's  commands? 
With  respect  to  the  accusation  which  had 
been  made  over  and  over  again,  as  to  the 
certain  prospect  of  his  Majesty's  speedy 
recovery,  he  would  now  repeat,  what  h« 
had  stated  as  often  as  the  charge  was  pre- 
ferred, that  he  never  held  out  any  sihch 
hopes  to  the  House.  He  stated  from  him- 
self, as  from  a  person  ignorant  of  the  me- 
dical profession,  his  confident  expectations 
of  his  Majesty's  recovery  within  a  reason- 
able time.  This  was  a  species  of  disorder 
as  to  which  he  had  little  confidence  in  the 
0|)inions  of  physicians.  Ifall  the  physi- 
cians on  earth  were  to  tell  him  that  M« 
Majesty's  recover j'  would  be  speedy,  ho 
would  not  believe  them.  Upon  thesama 
gruonds,  were  they  to  declare  that  hi« 
:  Majesty's  recovery  would  no/ be  speedy 
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he  would  be  equally  incredulous.  The 
restoration  of  the  Sovereign  to  the  full 
exercise  of  his  mental  powers  depended 
upon  other  causes  than  mere  medical 
aid.  In  the  language  of  the  Scriptures,  if 
it  was  the  pleasure  of  God  that  "there 
"  should  be  light"  in  the  Royal  mind,  "  let 
"  there  be  hght."  He  would,  however, 
undertake  to  assert,  "  that  there  was  a 
most  material  .amendment  in  his  Majesty  ;' ' 
and  having  said  this,  he  would  siy  no 
more. 

Earl  Gr  ey  said. — The  Noble  Baron  hav- 
ing specifically  applied  to  him  at  the  com- 
mencement of  his  speech,  in  consequence 
of  what  had  fallen  from  him  in  a  former 
debate,  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  re- 
peat what  he  had  then  said.  It  was  not 
his  disposition  to  prefer  charges  upon 
light  grounds,*  or  to  retract  them  when 
made.  In  pursuing  what  he  conceived  to 
be  his  duty  to  his  country,  he  would  ar- 
raign the  Noble  and  Learned  Lord  of  a 
crime  little  short  of  treason.  As  the  No- 
ble Lord  had  put  a  question  to  him,  he 
would  answer  it  by  another;  and  he 
would  ask  the  Noble  and  Learned  Lord, 
what  ought  to  be  the  punishment  of  that 
man,  who,  when  his  Sovereign  was  in  a 
state  of  proved  incapacity,  notoriously 
Ttnder  medical  care,  and  the'  necessary  re- 
straint which  his  particular  maladv  re- 
quired, should  come  down  to  that  House, 
and  declare  there  was  no  suspension  of 
the  Royal  authority  ?  V/hat  would  he 
think  of  the  person  who,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, should  put  the  Great  Seal  to 
acts  in  the  name,  and  as  if  by  the  express 
command,  of  the  Sovereign  ?  Let  the 
Noble  and  Learned  Lord  answer  these 
questions  if  he  could.  The  Noble  Baron 
had  endeavoured  to  explain  his  assertion 
on  a  former  occasion,  that,  looking  to  his 
Majesty's  speedy  recovery  it  was  immate- 
rial tow  hat  period  the  duration  of  the  restric- 
tions was  limited.  The  Noble  Baron  now 
found  it  convenient  to  qualify  that  decla- 
ration. He  wished  to  deal  as  severe  as  he 
could  with  the  Learned  Lord,  but  at  the 
same  time,  with  a  strict  regard  to  justice. 
Whatever,  therefore,  the  Noble  Lord's 
practice  might  be  in  another  court,  and 
v/hatever  indifference  he  might  there 
shew  as  to  the  judf^ment  of  medical  per- 
sons, he  wotrld  a.-^k,  whether  he  had  not 
held  out  expectations  to  that  House  of  his 
Majesty's  speedy  recovery,  and  stated, 
that  those  expectations  were  founded  on 
the  opinions  of  persons  who  were  best 
qualified  to  judge  ? 


The  Lord  Chancelior  to  order.  The 
Noble  Lord,  he  trusted,  would  excuse  him 
for  the  interruption  he  was  giving  him  ; 
but  in  justice  to  himself  he  must  declare, 
that  he  never  had  held  out  expectations  of 
his  Majesty's  early  or  speedy  recovery  ; 
bijt  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  avoided 
pledging  himself  to  any  specific  declara* 
tion  on  tha^,  point. 

Earl  Gke  i'  resumed.  He  would  again 
repeat  and  re-assert  what  he  had  stated. 
He  would  maintain  thai  the  Noble  Lord 
iiad  held  out  expectations  of  his  Majesty's 
speedy  recover}'.  He  was  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  House,  whether  he  had  not. 
The  Noble  Lord  even  went  so  far  as  to 
state  that  those  expectations  were  founded 
upon  the  opinions  of  those  very  physi- 
cians, whom  he  said  this  night  he  would 
not  believe;  and  the  result  was,  that  the 
House  adjourned  for  a  fortnight  upon  the 
faith  of  that  declaration.  (Hear,  Hear  !) 
He  came  next  to  a  part  of  the  Noble  and 
Learned  Lord's  speech,  to  which  he 
should  beg  the  particular  attention  of 
their  Lordships  ;  he  meant  that  in  which 
he  had  stated,  that,  to  his  own  knowledge, 
a  very  considerable  amendment  had  taken 
place  in  his  Majesty's  health.  Upon 
this  point  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  ask 
the  Noble  Lord,  whether  in  the  course 
of  a  short  conversation,  he  could  have 
had  an  opportunity  or  the  means  to 
form  any  opinion  as  to  the  state  of 
his  Majesty's  malady,  which  could  be 
either  satisfactory  to  his  own  mind, 
or  ought  to  have  any  weight  with 
their  Lordships  ?  He  would  ask  him, 
whether  he  had  foundetl  his  opinion  in 
any  degree  upon  the  representations  of  the 
physicians,  or  was  borne  out  by  their  au- 
thority in  the  statement  their  Lordships 
had  just  heard?  Had  the  Noble  Lord,  in 
the  course  of  his  interview  with  his  Ma-. 
jesty,  touched  upon  any  of  those  subjects 
upon  which  particularly  the  delusion  to 
which  he  was  subject  was  said  to  prevail  ? 
He  was  fully  aware  of  the  delicacy  of 
touching  upon  this  topic  ;  but  it  was  a 
duty  he  owed  their  lordships  to  endea- 
vour to  prevent  them  from  being  led  t6 
entertain  false  hopes  respecting  the  state 
of  his  Majesty's  health  by  partial  or  un-. 
founded  representations.  There  was  no- 
body who  had  evel*  visited  any  of  those 
places  appropriated  for  the  reception  of 
persons  labouring  under  mental  infirmity, 
who  did  not  well  know,  that  in  various 
instances  the  unhappy  individuals  preserv- 
ed every  appearance  of  intellectual  sanity. 
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until  questioned  respecting,  or  reminded 
of>  some  topic,  upon  wbicli  the  derange- 
ment t)f  their  faculties  .  particularly  pre- 
vailed. Several  cases  of  that  description 
had  even  lately  been  published,  and 
some  of  them  upon  high  authority,  in 
which  no  trace  ot  the  lafent  disease  could 
be  discovered,  until  the  topic  upon  which 
the  malady  turned  happened  to  be  touch- 
ed on.  His  object  inadvertingto  these  cir- 
cumstances was  to  shew  to  their  Lordships 
the  necessity  of  receiving  such  accounts 
as  had  been  given  by  the  Noble  Lord  with 
distrust,  and  of  withholding  credit  from 
them  till  they  should  be  presented  to  them 
supported  by  complete  and  satisfactory 
evideace.  It  was  the  duty  of  their  Lord- 
ships to  take  c.ire  that  the  sceptre  of  the 
Sovereign,  which  was  to  be  committed  to 
a  Regent,  to  be  used  in  his  name  and  on 
his  behalf,  should  not  be  withdrawn  until 
his  Majesty's  happy  recovery  should  ena- 
ble him  to  wield  it  hira^'elf,  for  the  good  of 
his  people,  and  keep  it  from  falling  into 
other  hands,  by.  which  it  had,  in  other  in- 
stances, been  assumed  and  exercised.  He 
trusted,  therefore,  that  when  they  should 
come  to  that  part  of  the  Bill  which  was  to 
provide  for  thfe  resumption  of  the  royal 
authority,  their  Lordships  would  take  par- 
ticular care  upon  this  point,  as  they  must 
feel  it  to  be  their  indBbitable  duty  to  d(^. 
He  hoped  they  would  consider,  it  right 
not  to  suffer  any  person  to  be  included  in 
the  Council  which  would  have  to  report 
upon  his  Majesty's  recovery,  who  had  in 
former  instances  suffered  his  Majesty's 
name  to  be  used  in  public  acts,  at  a  time 
when,  according  to  what  had  lately  tran- 
spired, his  Majesty  was  incapable  of  ex- 
pressing his  pleasure  respecting  them. 
At  the  same  time  that  they  must  feel  it 
their  duty  to  provide  for  the  full  and  per- 
fect resumption  of  his  authority  by  his 
Maj^esty,  they  were  no  less  bound  to  take 
care  that  his  recovery  must  be  complete 
before  such  resumption.  With  respect  to 
the  ccmduct  of  the  Nobleand  Learned  Lord 
,j6n  those  former  occasions  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  that  Noble  Lord  had  asserted  his 
ability  to  defend  himself;  and  though  he 
should  not  invite  the  investigation,  was 
yet  not  inclined  to  shrink  from  it.  Bui 
this  assertion  was  nothing  but  a  vain  boaSt 
on  the  part  of  the  Noble  Lord ;  for,  un- 
questionably, if  the  matter  were  brought 
forward,  the  Noble  Lord  would  not  be  able 
to  shrink  from  it.  Notwithstanding  what 
had  fallen  from  the  Noble  and  Learned 
Lord,  he  adhered  toiiis  former  statement ; 


and  felt  it  his  duty  here  more  explicitly 
to  put  their  Lordships  in  possession  of  the 
cases  to  which  he  had  before  alluded.  It 
wasnovi^  in  evidence  before  their  Lordships, 
that,  as  well  in  IHOl  as  1804-,  the  King's 
name  had  been  used  to  public  acts,  and 
the  Royal  authority  exercised  at  a  time 
when,  according  to  the  evidence,  his  Ma- 
jesty was  incapable  of  exercising  his  Royal 
functions.  His  Majesty's  malady  .began 
about  the  12th  of  February,  1801,  and 
continued  without  remission  till  the  be- 
ginningof  March.  Their  Lordships  would 
recollect,  that  councils  had  been  held  and 
members  sworn  during  that  interval.  The 
foreign  relations  of  the  country,  too,  had 
undergone  a  material  change  in  that  pe- 
riod :  Sweden,  which  had  been  our  ally, 
acceded  to  the  northern  confederacy  ;  and 
even  considerable  expeditions  had  been 
sent  out.  Subsequent  to  that  date,  too, 
about  the  I7th  of  March,  another  council 
was  held  and  members  sworn  of  it.  Here 
he  must  beg  the  attention  of  their  Lord- 
ships to  the  circumstance,  that  auout  the 
14th  or  15th  of  June  following  his  Majes- 
ty had  a  relapse,  which,  though  it  did  not 
last  long,  required  the  aid  of  medical  at- 
tendance. This  had  taken  place  in  ISOI. 
In  1 804-  he  had  been  a  member  of  the 
other  House,  and  from  the  anxiety  felt  by 
the  Public  upon  the  subject,  considered  it 
his  duty  to  put  a  question  to  the  Noble 
Viscount  on  the  cross  bench  (Sidmouth,) 
then  a  member  of  the  other  House,  re- 
specting the  state  of  his  Majesty's  health  ; 
and  though  his  Noble  Friend  had  at  first 
endeavoured  to  evade  the  question,  upon 
being  pressed,  he  ended  with  saying,  that 
there  was  no  necessary  suspension  of  the 
royal  functions.  To  a  similar  question 
put  in  that  House,  the  Noble  Lord  upon 
the  woolsack  had  returned  a  similar  de- 
claration. (No  !  no  !)  Certainly  the  Nobl» 
Earl  opposite  (Lord  Liverpool)  had  made 
such  a  declaration,  and  that  had  after- 
wards been  confirmed  by  the  Noble  Lord, 
on  the  Woolsack,  in  that  House.  Now, 
by  referring  to  the  evidence  of  Dr.  He- 
berden,  their  Lordships  would  find,  that 
at  that  very  period  his  Majesty  had  been 
ill,  and  continued  in  that  state  from  the 
]2th  of  Feb.  1804,  to  the  23d  of  April  fol, 
lowing,  at  which  time  it  was  considered, 
that  his  Majesty  was  well  enough  to  re- 
sume his  royah"aulhority.  Within  that 
interval,  viz.  on  the  9th  of  March,  a  com- 
mission had  been  issued  under  his  Majes- 
ty's Great  Seal,  for  giving  the  Royal  as- 
sent to  fifteen  different  bills  which   had 
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passed  the  Vtvo  Houses.  Bat  still  more, 
the  Nol>le  and  Learned  Lord  had  on  the 
5th  of  March,  an  interview  with  his  Ma- 
jesty, inconsequence  of  which  he  felt  him- 
self warranted  in  declaring  that  his  Majcs- 
's    intellects    were    unimpaired.       But 


im. 


would  the  House  consider  such  an  inter- 
view, which  may  have  taken  place  at  a 
lucid  interval,  to  outweigh  the  evidence 
upon  oath  of  the  physicians  in  attendance  ? 
Would  they  not  be  convinced  that  it 
would  be  a  direct  breach  of  the  Constitu- 
tion for  the  highest  officer  in  his  Majesty's 
service  to  venture  under  such  circum- 
stances, even  during  a  lucid  interval,  to 
take  his  Majesty's  pleasure  upon  high 
matters  of  State  ?  He  would  put  it  even  to 
the  Noble  Lord  himself,  whether,  in  the 
case  of  a  private  individual  who  continued 
from  the  12th  of  February  to  the  23d  of 
April  in  a  state  of  lunacy,  and  might 
within  that  period  have  been  induced  by 
an  attorney  to  make  a  will,  that  Noble 
Lord  would  consider  such  will  valid  ?7— If 
the  transaction  should  be  submitted  tolhe 
Court  of  Chancery,  what  would  be  the 
feelings  of  the  Court,  what  its  reprobation 
of  the  conduct  of  the  attorney  ?  No  court 

^in  Westminster-hall,  he  would  venture  to 
iay,  would    give  countenance   to  such  a 

,  proceeding  :  and  yet  their  Lordships  had 
in  evidence  before  them,  that  whilst  his 
Majesty  was  thusincapablej  his  royal  name 
had  been  abused,  and  his  sovereign  autho- 
rity exercised  ;  and  that  at  a  time  when  the 
Noble  Lord  opposite  had  ventured  to  as- 
sert, and  the  Noble  Lord  upon  the  Wool- 
sack to  back  the  assertion,  that  there  was 
BO  necessary  suspension  of  the  Royal  func- 
tions. The  charge  he  made  upon  the 
Noble  Lords  before  their  Lordships,  and  in 
the  face  of  the  country  ;  and  with  such  a 
transaction  in  their  view,  he  would  ask 
the  House,  whether  they  would  suffer  this 
Bill  to  pass  without  making  effectual  pro- 
vision to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  similar 
circumstances;  whether,  if  they  should 
omit  to  make  such  provision,  they  would 
perform  their  duty  to  the  public,  whose 
interests  they  were  bound  solemnly  to  se- 
cure and  to  protect.  In  the  evidence  of  Dr. 
Reynolds,  it  appeared,  that  when  the  King 
removed  to  Kew  in  1804,  he  had  ceased  to 
attend  him,  and  for  this  reason,  that  it 
would  have  a  better  appearance  to  the  pub- 
lic. It  also  was  vipparent,  from  the  evi- 
dence, that  his  Majesty  was  then  in  such  a 
8i?.te  as  to  require  medical  attendance  till 
©ciober ;  and  he  should  also  assert,  and 
ghalleage  the  Noble  Lord  to  deny  the  fact, 


that  Dr.  Simmons  and  his  attendants  had 
the  controul  of  his  Majesty  pntjl  the  1 0th 
of  June.  For  his  own  part  he  would  never 
consent  to  suffer  a  Lord  Chancellor,  a  Lord 
Keeper,  or  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  how- 
ever great  or  distinguished,  to  posse.ss  them- 
selves of  the  Royal  authority,  under  such 
circumstances,  and  exercise  the  functions 
of  the  Sovereign :  neither  should  he  take 
the  statement  of  any  man,  however  exalt- 
ed, as  to  the  competence  of  his  Majesty  to 
the  personal  exercise  of  his  functions,  with- 
out other  satisfactory  proof  of  his  perfect 
re-establishment.  He  was  sorry  to  trouble 
their  Lordships  at  this  length  upon  this 
delicate  subject,  but  he  was  anxious  to 
state  his  sentiments  upon  it  ^s  soon  after 
the  Noble  and  Learned  Lord  as  possible. 
The  conduct  of  that  Lord  on  the  occasions 
to  which  he  had  called  their  Lordship's 
attention,  seemed  to  him  extraordinary 
and  inexplicable,  and  to  require  some  pro- 
vision to  prevent  a  repetition  of  it,  and  par- 
ticularly when  they  should  come  to  the 
clause  for  securing  the  resumption  of  his 
Royal  power  by  his  Majesty. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  he 
could  not  avoid  stating  his  opinion,  that  it 
was  very  unfair  for  Noble  Lords  to  se- 
lect him  individually  from  the  whole  of 
the  persons  who  composed  the  Govern- 
ment in  ISOl  and  1804-,  and  make  him  the 
constant  object  of  their  attacks.  He  thought 
those  Noble  Lords  should,  at  the  same  time, 
have  done  him  the  justice  of  stating,  that 
the  course  then  adopted  was  from  the  opi- 
nion of  the  administration  generally,  and 
not  from  his  individual  opinion.  He  felt 
pride  in  stating,  that  his  opinion  at  that 
time  was  supported  and  strengthened  by 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  many  great  and 
honourable  men,  with  whom  he  then  acted. 
He  thought  that  he  could  satisfy  any  ho- 
nourable man  of  the  propriety  of  his  con- 
duct in  1801  and  ]804.  At  all  events  he 
thought  that  it  must  be  allowed  that  he  had 
no  private  objects  in  view  at  the  time,  that 
his  using  the  Great  Seal  would  produce 
the  immediate  effect  of  depriving  him  of 
that  place  which  had  been  the  greatest  ob- 
ject of  his  ambition  both  to  get  and  to  re- 
tain. There  were  many  illustrious  persona 
present,  who  perfectly /ecollected  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  in  1804.  There 
was  a  noble  Lord  then  present  (Earl 
St.  Vincent)  who,  no  doubt,  recollected 
how  often  the  subject  of  his  Majesty's 
state  of  health  was  then  brought  before 
the  consideration  of  the  Cabinet.  It 
was  not  at  that  time  resolved  to  bring  for- 
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Ward  the  Royal  Commission  until  the  evi- 
dence of  all  the  physicians  had  been  given 
that  his  Majesty  was  completely  compe- 
tent to  exercise  his  Royal  Authority.  If 
what  he  had  then  done  was  supported  by 
the  opinions  of  alj  the  physicians,  it  did 
hot  follow  that  he  was  now  guilty  of  any 
inconsistency  in  saying  that  whatever  the 
report  of  physicians  might  <be,  he  would 
hot  consent  to  dethrone  his  Majesty  upon 
their  report  merely,  if  in  his  judgment 
and  conscience  he  believed  that  the  King 
>fas  adequate  to  the  discharge  of  his 
Itoj'al  functions.  He  must  be  permitted 
to  state,  that  the  great  man  who  was  then 
at  the  head  of  the  administration  (Air. 
Pift)  had  afterwards  expressed  some  sur- 
prise, when  he  found  that  it  had  been  his 
nxed  resolution  nev? r  to  see  his  Majesty, 
at  any  time,  when  he  could  be  considered 
under  the  control  of  others,  or  before  any 
persons  who  might  be  considered  as  exer- 
cising any  control  over  him  (Hear,  hear  >.), 
His  interviews  with  his  Majesty  at  that 
time  were  always  in  the  absence  of  such 
persons,  and  it  was  his  firm  conviction, 
that  he  was  warr  inted  in  the  course  that 
was  then  adopted.  When  he  came  down 
to  that  House,  on  the  9tli  of  March,  JgO*. 
^a  NoWe  Earl  called  upon  him  to  consider 
seriously  the  consequences  of  the  proceed- 
ings going  to  be  adopted.  He  then  re- 
plied, ihat  he  was  perfectly  convinced  of 
their  propriety  ;  and,  however  strange  it 
tnight  appear,  he  could  take  upon  himself 
to  say,  that  his  Majesty  on  that  very  day, 
the  9th  of  March,  1801,  knew  and  under- 
stood the.  duty  that  he  (the  Lord  Chan 
cellor)  had  to  exercise,  better  than  he  did 
himself  (Hear,  hear!).  Under  such  cir- 
cumKtances,  it  was  iinpossible  for  him  to 
have  pursued  any  course  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  dethroning  his  Majesty. 
Earl  Gkey,  in  explanation,  said,  that 
he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  state  bis  reasons 
for  thinking  the  provisions  in  the  clause 
for  the  resumption  of  the  Royal  authority 
xlid  not  afford  to  the  country  a  sufficient 
assurance  of  the  restoration  of  his  Majes- 
ty's health,  and  capability  of  discharging 
his  Royal  functions.  It  became  his 
bounden  duty  when  he  felt  that  the  as- 
surance was  not  sofficient,  to  state  to  the 
House  why  he  thought  so.  If  he  had  dis- 
tinctly charged  the  Noble  and  Learned 
Lord  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  with  the 
transactions  of  IbOl-,  if  he  bad  selected 
him  from  among  his  colleagues,  the  rea- 
son was  that  the  Constitution  of  this  coun- 
try always  selects  for  responsibility  the  in- 
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dividual  Minister  who  does  any  particular 
act.  For  any  act,  then,  which  was  di- 
rectly within  the  province  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  Lord  Chancellor  alone 
was  responsible  ;  and  it  was  upon  ihig 
ground  that  he  had  singled  him  opt  from 
the  rest  of  his  colleagues  upon  a  question 
of  affixing  the  Great  Seal.  If  ever  the 
time  should  come  when  it  might  be 
thought  necessary  to  call  the  serious  at- 
tention of  the  H'use  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Noble  and  Learned  Lord,  ihc  House  must 
determine  simply  on  the  prnpiiety  of  hi» 
conduct,  and  not  upon  the  purity  of  his 
intentions,  or  the  coincidence  of  other 
people  with  hia  opinions.  As  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  Noble  and  Learned  Lord 
about  his  never  visiting  his  Majesty  in  the 
,  presence  of  persons  under  whose  control 
he  might  be  supposed  to  be,  he  would 
reply,  that  it  appeared  from  the  evidence, 
that  from  the  12th  ot  February  to  the  23rd 
of  April,  and  even  so  late  as  the  1 0th 
of  ^une  in  that  year,  his  Majesty  had 
been  attended  by  Dr.  Simmons  and 
his  servant,  who  did  exercise  a  control 
over  the  mind  of  his  Majesty.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  this  control  was  con- 
stantly exerted,  or  that  those  persons  were 
present  when  the  Sovereign  ifiss  visited  t»y 
the  noble  and  learned  lord,  but  there  was 
a  knowledge  in  the  King's  mind  that  thosft 
persons  were  in  attendance,  and  could  be 
brought  forward  to  control  him  whenever 
it  might  be  judged  necessary.  If  8uch 
were  the  circumstances  of  a  former  case^ 
he  would  now  call  upoo  the  Peers  of  Eng- 
land to  say  whether  the  Royal  authority 
should  be  so  usurped  on  the  present  or 
any  future  occasion.  The  noble  and 
learned  Lord  seemed  well  aware  of  the 
efficiency  of  appealing  to  the  shade  of 
Mr.  Pitt;  but  the  circumstances  of  the 
present  times  were  totally  diiierent  from 
those  of  nS8.  Whatever  might  be  bis 
original  opinions  of  the  principle  of  the 
present  Bill,  his  wish  was  now  to  render  it 
as  unobjectionable  as  it  was  possible  to  do. 
The  Lord  Chancei^loi;  said,  that  if  the 
noblo  lord  (lord  Grey)  thought  that  he 
was  responsible  in  a  peculiar  degree  for 
what  had  taken  place  in  1.804,  he  certain- 
ly was  right  to  say  that  su<3h  wa^  his  opi- 
nion. But  if  any  noble  lord  would  .say 
directly  and  expressly  that  he  was  re- 
sponsible iii  a  peculiar  degree,  he  would, 
in  as  strong  language  as-  couid  be  used  in 
a  company  of  Gentlemen,  assert  that  it 
was  not  true  that  he  was  responsible,  more 
than  the  other  Members  of  the  Admini^ 
slratioD« 
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Lord  King  next  rose,  and  after  charg- 
ing the  Lord  Chancellor  with  having  come 
down  to  that  House,  and  affixed  the  Great 
Seal  to  1,5  Acts  in  his  Majesty's  name,  in 
the  month  of  March,  1  804-,  when  it  ap- 
peared rpon  the  solemn  testimony  of  Dr. 
Heberden,  that  his  Majesty  was  insane, 
moved  to  expunge  from  the  list  of  the 
Queen's  Council,  the  name  of  John  Lord 
Eldon. 

This  was  opposed  by  Lord  Bucking- 
hamshire and  Lord  Westmoreland,  and 
on  a  division  the  numbers  were, 

Non-Conteiits  .  139  7  t,       •       •     i    i    i 

Contents   ....     5*  ^ 

Majority 85   ...    again;jt  erasing 

Lord  Etdon's  name. 

Thus^  stands  the  matier  Gt  present. 
Think  of  it  well,  reader,  for  this  is  the 
roost  material  point  of  all.  There  is  no- 
thing belonging  to  the  whole  subject  a 
thousandth  part  so  important -as  this.  We 
now  get  a  sight  of  what  was  going  on  in 

1801  and   ISOi. 1  beseech  the  reader 

to  think  well  of  it. 

W«.  COBBETT. 

Sia.te  Prison,  Newgate,  Tuesday, 
Januari/  29,  1811. 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

France.— iie/jort  of  Capt.  Duperre,  com- 
manding tUe  French  Maritime  Force  at  the 
Isle  qf  France. — lOth  Sept.  ISiO. 

(Concluded  from  p.  224-.^ 

At  half-past  five  the  engagement  began. 
In  a  short  time  the  cables  of  the  Minerve 
and  Ceylon  were  cut  by  the  shot.  These 
two  vessels  drifted  and  went  on  shore  with 
their  broadsides  towards  me.  Their  lire 
was  consequently  useless.  The  Bellone 
was  the  only  vessel  that  presented  her 
broadside  to  the  enemy.  This  unexpected 
occurrence  gave  him  reason  to  expect  the 
most  signal  advantage.  The  three  frigases 
had  their  broadsides  lowar:!>  us.  One'  of 
them  only  had  got  aground  forward,  and 
could  not  bring  all  her  guns  to  bear  upon 
us.  In  this  situation  the  engagement  con- 
tinued with  indescribable  ardour.  The 
superiority  of  our  fire  was  soon  perceived. 
At  eight  o'clock  the  Nereide  was  silenced. 
Shortly  after,  the  fire  of  the  other  fri- 
gates sensibly  diminished,  and  announc- 
ed, that  they  were  under  some  disadvan- 
tage. Our  fire,  on  the  contrary,  became 
more  vigorous,  and  was  nourished  by  the 
assistance  in  men,  cordage,  and  ammuni- 
tion, which  the  Captaiw  of  the  Minerve 


continu.ilJy  sent  on  board  the  Bellone. 
— At  half  past  ten  I  received  a  grape  shot 
in  the  head,  and  was  knocked  off  the  deck 
into  the  waste.  I  was  taken  up  in  a  state 
of  stupefaction.  Captain  Bouvet  of  the 
Minerve,  was  apprized  of  what  had  taken 
place,  and  instantly  went  on  board  the 
Bellone. — At  two  o'clock  an  aid-de-camp 
brought  intelligence  that  a  man,  who 
had  escaped  from  the  Nereide,  stated 
that  she  had  struck  on  the  preceding  even- 
ing. We  waited  for  day  light  to  Kenew? 
ths  engagement. — When  the  sun  rose  an 
English  jack  was  still  flying  on  board  the 
Nereide  ;  the  Magicienne  had  her  broad- 
side towards  us  ;  the  Syrius  was  a-head 
and  a-ground,  and  the  Iphigenia  was  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Nereide,  onl}'  able  tQ 
take  a  very  small  shar^  in  the  action.  A  few 
shot-  were  fired  at  the  Nereide;  and  soon 
afier  her  flag  was  pinied  down.  It  was 
necessary  to  wait  until  the  Magicienne  had 
surrendered  to  take  possession  of  her. 
The  boat-  would  otherwise  have  been 
too  niucii  exposed  to  a  cross  fire. — The 
cannonade  lasted  until  two  o'clock,  but  on 
our  side  only.  The  Magicienne,  from 
time  to  time,  fired  a  few  random  shot,  the 
last  cfTorts,  it  would  seem,  of  despair. 
Her  boats  had  frequent  <;ommunication 
with  the  other  frigates,  from  which  it  was 
clear  that  the  enemy  intended  to  abandon 
her. — Lieutenant  Roussin  was  sent  to  take- 
possession  of  the  Nereide ;  he  found  her 
in  a  situation  which  it  is  impossible  to 
describe.  She  had  100  killed  or  wounded 
on  her  deck;  Captain  Willoughby  was  in 
the  number  of  the  latter. — In  the  evening 
the  Magicienne  was  perceived  to  be  on  fire. 
We  passed  the  night  in  observing  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy,  in  taking  precautions 
against  being  set  on  fire,  in  clearing  theNe- 
reide,  and  in  getting  rid  of  her  dead.— On  the 
25th,  in  the  morning,  our  fire  was  directed 
against  the  Sirius  ;- she  returned  it  with 
her  bow  guns,  but  her  position  rendered 
the  contest  too  unequal  to  be  supported 
long,  they  soon  began  to  quit  her,  as  they 
had  the  Magicienne  the  evening  before, 
and  she  was  perceived  to  be  on  fire  in 
several  places.  At  eleven  o'clock  the 
magazine  blew  up,  and  destroyed  what 
there  was  of  the  Sirius. — On  the  26th  the 
Iphigenia  was  towed  under  the  Isle  of 
la  Passe.  The  squadron  was  employed 
in  getting  afloat  ;  and  in  repairing  it« 
damages.  The  Bellone  prepared  to  hav» 
herself  towed  in  pursuit  of  the  Iphigenia;. 
blockaded  by  the  winds  and  our  vessels, 
she   remained    at    our   mercy.— On    tht 
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27th,  the  French  squadron  which  came 
out  of  Port  Napoleon  appeared. — On  the 
28th,  at  day-break,  an  officer  went  on 
board  the  Iphigenia,  with  a  summons  to 
her  and  the  fort  to  surrender.  A  nego- 
tiatio-n  was  also  opened  between  the 
Captain  and  theComtnander  of  the  French 
squadron.— At  eleven  o'clock  the  French 
flag  was  hoisted  on  board  the  fort  and  the 
frigate.  Captain  Bouvet  was  sent  to  take 
possession  of  the  latter,  and  the  garrison 
was  sent  to  the  fort.  All  the  prisoners 
were  sent  to  Port  Imperial. — These,  Ge- 
neral, are  the  particulars  of  the  complete 
victory  obtained  under  your  eyes  by  the 
squadron  I  have  the  honour  to  command. 
Our  loss  consisted  of  37  killed  and  112 
wounded,  but  most  of -them  not  danger- 
ously.    I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

G.  V.    DUPEBRE. 


Spain  and  France. — General  Count  Suchet's 
Report  to  the  Prince  of  Neufchutel  and 
Wagram,  relating  to  the  Siege  and  Capture 
of  Tortosa.  —  Dated  at  Tortosa,  ith 
Januarj/  1811. 

Monseigneur. — In  obedience  to  the  or- 
ders of  his  Majesty,  the  3d  Corps  of  the 
army  of  Spain  proceeded  towards  Tortosa, 
after  the  sieges  of  Lerida  and  Mequinenza. 
The  first  division  blockaded  the  tete-dc' 
pont  on  the  right  bank ;  the  second  ad- 
vanced to  the  frontiers  of  Valencia,  having 
detached  a  corps  towards  Terruel  to  keep 
Villa  Campa  in  check,  and  to  cover  Sara- 
gossa ;  the  third  division  was  posted  on 
the  Lower  Ebro,  to  secure  our  supplies,  the 
conveyance  of  our  artillery,  and  to  observe 
the  enemy's  army  in  Catalonia. — General 
Roguiat,  of  the  Engineers,  opened  a  road 
passable  by  carriages  from  Caspe  and 
Mequinenza,  through  thirty  leagues  of 
mountainous  country,  practicable  before 
only  to  mules  and  foot  passengers. — Gen. 
Valee.  of  the  Artillery,  after  waiting  a  long 
time  for  the  rise  of  the  Ebro,  succeeded, 
with  infinite  labour,  in  collecting,  by  land 
and  water,  his  besieging  artillery  at  Xerta. 
In  order  that  no  delay  might  occur  when 
it  was  necessary  for  us  to  act,  the  troops 
employed  in  the  blockade  incessantly  la- 
boured at  the  works  preliminary  to  the 
siege.  Your  Highness  is  acquainted  from 
my  former  reports  with  what  vigour  they 
repulsed  the  sorties  from  the  garrison  in 
July  and  August. — On  the  31st  October, 
and  12ih  November,  General  Chlopicky 
defeated  Villa  Campa,  in  Arragon,  taking 
six  guns  and  a  company  of  light  artillery. 


On  the  19th  November,  General  Habert 
took  the  position  of  Faiset  from  O'Donnell'* 
troops,  and  made  300  of  them  prisoners. 
On  the  2()th  of  the  same  month.  General 
Musnier  defeated  the  Valenciansat  Vina- 
ros,  and  took  2,500  prisoners.— So  soon  as 
the  army  of  Catalonia,  on. its  reiurn  from 
Barcelona,  had  approached  the  E'?:o  to 
co-operate  in  the  support  of  the  3d  corps, 
I  marched  towards  Xerta,  where  my  co- 
lumns were  formed  on  the  14th  December 
in  the  evening.  I  ordered  12  battalions 
to  pass  on  the  1 5th  to  the  left  bank.  While 
one  party  carried  the  position  of  the  Col  • 
de  I'Alba,  the  other  extended  itself  in  a 
half-circle,  touching  the  Ebro  both  above 
and  below  the  town.  The  whole  of  the  ene- 
my were  driven  into  it  on  that  evening,  and 
the  place  was  completely  invested.  From 
that  day  nothing  could  enter  or  come  out 
of  it.-~The  artillery  immediately  esta- 
blished a  flying  bridge  over  the  river, 
which  i§  360  yards  wide  in  this  place, 
for  the  purpose  of  opening  a  communica- 
tion between  the  two  banks.  The  engi- 
neer officers  reconnoitered  the  approaches 
to  the  garrison ;  I  fixed  the  camps,  and 
made  the  necessary,  preparations  to  push 
with  vigour  and  rapidity,  the  operations 
of  a  siege  which  had  been  so  long  delayed. 
— -On  the  1 8th,  I  ordered  the  Commander 
of  the  Engineers  and  the  head  of  my  Stafli 
80  to  arrangethe  whole  line  of  our  advanced 
posts,  as  to~  drive  in  the  enemy's  parties, 
and  even  their  centinels,  which  was  ad- 
mirably executed.  The  117th  on  the 
right,  and  Harispe's  division  on  the  left, 
had  already  occupied  the  reverse  of  the 
heights,  before  forts  Tenezas  and  Orleans, 
and  within  80  and  100  toises  of  them.— 
Under  cover  of  these  dispositions,  on  the 
1 9th,  in  the  evening,  the  trenches  were 
begun  on  the  height  of  Orleans  ;  but  the 
soil  was  so  very  hard,  that  it  could  not  be 
raised  without  the  assistance  of  explosion. 
—On  the  night  of  the  2Jst,  under  cover 
of  a  violent  storm,  and  excessive  darkness, 
2,000  workmen  opened  the  first  parallel 
in  front  of  the  bastions  of  St.  Peter  and 
St.  Jjhn.  Tiie  left,  at  the  distance  of  80 
toises,  extended  from  the  left  bank  of  the 
river  to  the  foot  of  the  height  of  Orleans, 
to  the  length  of  250  toises.  At  the  same 
time,  a  trench  was  opened  on  the  right  bank, 
within  90  toises  of  the  teie-de-pont,  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  batteries  intended  to 
flank  the  principal  attack— On  the  22d, 
Frere's  division  of  the  army  of  Catalonia 
joined  the  besieging  army.  I  posted  it  a 
league  below'  the  town  bw  the  Ebro,  to  ob- 


serve  the  Tarragona  and  sea  roads,  detach- 
ing a  battalion  to  watch  the  Col-d'Alba. 
—it  was  impossible  to  display  greater 
talents,  courage,  and  activity,  than  was 
shewn  by  the  Engineers,  both  officers 
and  men,  during  the  prosecution  of  the 
works.  Henry,  chief  of  b^ttah'on,  who 
commanded  the  attack  in  the  centre,  car- 
ried it  oh  with  remarkable  activity.  On 
the  night  of  the  17th,  even  before  the  bat- 
teries were  established,  the  covered  way 
was  crowned  ;  an  unexampled  instance,  I 
believe,  in  the  history  of  sieges.  Five  of- 
ficers of  Engineers  were  killed  and  two 
wounded,  either  '\n  the  works,  or  in  the 
sorties  which  the  enemy  frequently  made 
to  interrupt  them. — ^They  came  on  the 
night  of  the  17th,  23d,  24.th,  and  2Gth, 
to  attack  our  camps,  and  works,  in  co- 
lumns of  3  or  400  men.  The  grenadiers  and 
troops  that  guarded  the  trenches  repulsed 
them  with  the  bayonet  with  great  loss. — 
On  the  28th,  in  the  evening,  after  a  vigor- 
ous discharge  from  all  the  batteries  of  the 
garrison,  about  2,000  men  rushed  upon  all 
our  points  of  attack,  penetrated  them  for  a 
moment  on  the  left,  and  burned  some  ga- 
bions of  the  lodgement  on  the  covered 
way,  while  they  out-flanked  in  force  the 
right  on  the  height  of  Orleans.— But  Gene- 
ral Habert,  quilting  his  camp  with  Gene- 
ral Bronikowsky  and  the  companies  of  the 
elite  of  the  ll6lh  and  5th  light,  drove 
them  within  the  walls;  and  General  Abbe, 
who  commanded  in  the  trenches,  with 
Colonel  La  Fosse,  of  the  44'ih,  advanced 
against  them  over  the  trenches  with  crossed 
bayonets,  overwhelmed  and  killed  a  great 
number  of  them,  and  took  several  pri- 
soners. The  ardour  of  the  infantry  could 
only  be  exceeded  by  the  perseverance 
with  which  they  worked.— The  artillery, 
on  their  part,  had  surmounted  excessive 
and  continually  increasing  difficulties  in 
conveying  the  besieging  artillery  to  the 
left  bank.  The  navigation  of  the  river 
changed  every  day,  and  was  extremely 
difficult.  The  erection  of  the  batteries 
Was  briskly  opposed  by  a  tremendous  fire 
from  the  garrison,  which  crushed  every 
thing,  particularly  on  the  right  bank. 
The  battery.  No.  1,  within  50  toises  of 
Fort  Orleans,  was  erected  in  open  day, 
and  completely  exposed,  under  cover  of  a 
vigorous  and  continual  fire  of  musketry 
aimed  at  the  enemy's  embrasures.— Gene- 
ral Valee,  the  officers  and  men,  displayed 
an  indefatigable  zeal.  The  soldiers  of  ihe 
train  acted  as  cannoniers  ;  a  Captain  of 
the  artillery,  and  a  Lieuteoantof  the  train. 
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were   wounded.      On  the 
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29th,  at  day- 
break, forty- five  guns,  in  ten  batterie.'s 
upon  both  sides  of  the  river,  opened  a  fire, 
which  in  two  hours  acqtiired  a  decided 
superiority,  and  soon  silenced  all  that  of 
the  front  attacked. — The  bridge  was  cut 
on  the  same  day,  and  on  the  next  morn- 
ing was  entirely  broken;  in  consequence 
of  which  the  enemy  was  under  the  neces- 
sity of  evacuating  in  the  night  the  (ete-de- 
pont,  of  which  we  took  possession.  On 
the  30th  the  castle  was  the  only  part  of 
the  garrison  from  which  a  fire  was  kept  up, 
and  on  the  31st  our  fire  became  slack,  as 
it  was  not  answered.  The  parapets  were 
levelled,  the  embrazures  not  in  a  state  to 
receive  guns,  and  two  breaches  were  com-  ' 
nienced  near  fort  Orleans. — In  the  mean 
time  General  Roguiat  pursued  his  brilliant 
career,  completed  the  descent  and  passage 
of  the  ditch,  and  began  tu  mine  the  scarp 
of  the  body  of  the  place.— It  was  in  this 
state  of  things,  that  on  the  morniog  of  the 
1st  January  a  white  flag  was  displayed 
from  the  castle,  and  immediately  upon  thi« 
signal,  hostilities  having  every  where 
ceased,  the  ramparts  were  covered  with  a 
crowd  of  soldiers  and  of  inhabitants.  Two 
officers  with  a  flag  of  truce  made  their  ap- 
pearance, and  were  conducted  to  me : 
they  communicated  a  letter  from  the  Go- 
vernor, who  had  authorised  them  to  make 
proposals  to  me.  The  Adjutant  Com- 
mandant, St.  Cyr  Nugues,  the  Chief  of  my 
staff)  carried  my  answer  to  the  town  with 
the  basis  of  a  capitulation.  He  found  in 
the  Governor  a  weak  man,  surrounded  by 
two  or  three  Chiefs,  who  divided  the  au- 
thority between  them,  and  who  demanded 
that  they  should  be  sent  to  Tarragona 
upon  their  immediate  surrender,  or  oflered 
to  surrender  conditionally  in  15  days  if 
not  relieved  before  the  expir.il^'on  of  that 
time:  following  up  uiy  instructions,  he  re- 
jected every  thing  difierent  from  what  was 
contained  in  my  answer,  and  desired  them 
no  longer  to  display  the  white  flag  if  it 
was  not  merely  and  simply  to  capitulate. 
Upon  his  return  the  soldiers  received  the 
news  with  joy,  and  with  loud  cries  de- 
manded the  assault;  I  promised  it  to  ihem 
on  the  fol  owing  day.  The  fire  of  bombs 
and  howitzers  recommenced  in  the  night 
on  the  town  and  castle  ;  the  miners  con- 
tinued their  labours.  On  the  morning  of 
the  2d  a  new  battery  in  breach,  raised 
with  extraordinary  rapidiiy  in  the  cover- 
ed-way against  the  counler'^caip  of  ths 
ditch,  was  battering  at  the  distance  of  15 
toises  J  the  breach  was   hourly  eulargeid,* 
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Three  white  flags  were  displayed  at  once; 
I  ordered  the  firing  to  be  every  wh^re  re- 
doubled. At  2  o'clock  every  thing  was 
ready  for  the  assault ;  I  ordered  a  brigade 
of  General  Harispe  to  be  under  arms  in 
the  great  line  of  the  trenches,  and  formed 
in  column  the  select  companies  of  the 
guards  of  the  trenches,  to  mount  the 
breach. — Flags  of  truce  made  their  ap- 
pearance a-ne\v,  but  I  forbad  any  one  to 
be  received,  except  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
livering to  our  grenadiers,  as  /the  first  pre- 
liminary, a  gate  of  the  town.  They 
hesitated  ;  I  advanced,  followed  by  some 
Generals  and  other  Officers,  and  I  ordered 
the  draw-bridges  to  be  let  down.  The 
•oldiers  obeyed  me ;  I  entered  ;  I  made 
them  lay  down  their  arms;  I  reproached 
the  Officers  and  the  Governor  for  their 
CQnduct  the  evening  before.  The  forts, 
undetermined  and  surprised,  adopted  the 
part  of  submission.  I  ordered  the  grena- 
dipr^  to  enter,  and  at  four  in  the  afternoon 
a  garrison  of  8,000  men  defiled  as  pri- 
soners of  war,  deposited  nine  colours,  of 
which  one  was  presented  by  King  George 
to  the  town  of  Tortosa,  and  immediately 
took  the  road  to  Sar^ossa,  under  a  strong 
escort,— 'After  18  days  of  siege,  13  of 
trenches  opened,  and  five  of  cannonade, 
we  are  thus  masters  of  the  fortress  of  Tor- 
tosji,  vfhich  delivers  into  the  power  of  the 
Emperor  177  pieces  of  artillery,  30,000 
balls  or  bombs,  1, 400,000  cartridges, 
9>000  muskets,  &c.  I  have  the  honour  to 
transmit  to  your  Highness  the  different  in- 
TjB|itories,  with  a  view  and  plan  of  the 
town  ai^d  of  the  attacks,  the  journal  of  the 
sie;ge,,and  the  documents  furnished  by  the 
Chiefs,  which  make  the  force  of  the  garri- 
spo,  including  the  hospitals,  mmount  to 
9^)0  men,  of  whom  392  are  officers  ;  in 
tha,t  number  is  a  battalion  of  artillery  of 
th«  marine,  which  was  two  yearsat  Brest; 
and  the  officers  of  which  have  declared  to 
m^,,  that  snatched  by  the  fate  of  arms 
frpm  the  anarchy  which  desolates  their 
country,  they  all  form  the  wish  of  com- 
bsUing  the  English,  whom  they  regard  as 
its  true  authors.— Our  loss  during  the 
sipge  amounted  to  400  men,  and  that  of 
tl^e  enemy  to  1,200.  Your  Highness  will 
CQnsider  it  trifling  when  you  learn  that  the 
fortress  fired  25,000  rounds  of  cannon,  and 
we  15,000. — I  cannot  close  this  relation, 
Monsiegneur,  without  repeating  to  your 
Highness  how  much  I  have  had  reason  to 
be  satisfied  with  the  distinguished  conduct 
oPthe  Generals  of  engineers  and  artillery, 
Roguiat  and  Valee. 


Spain  and  France. — Report  of  M.  Re 
GUI  AT,  commanding  the  Engineers  at  the 
Siege  of  Tortosa. — -ith  Jan.  1811.— 7b 
the  Prince  of  Wagrain. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your 
Highness  the  Journal  of  theSiege  of  Tortosa. 
Your  Highness  will  see  from  it,  ihat,  in 
13  days  after  opening  the  trenches  we 
have  reduced  a  very  strong  fortress,  de-> 
fended  by  a  garrison  of  9,000  men,  and 
177  pieces  of  cannon.  The  enemy  de- 
fended himself  to  the  last  extremity  ;  the 
covered  way  was  crowned  without  the  aid 
of  artillery  on  the  7  th  night  of  the  trenches 
being  opened  ;  the  ditch  was  passed  and 
the  miners  aet  to  work  on  the  12th  night: 
circumstances  never  before  exemplified  in 
any  siege. — The  engineers  have  served 
with  enthusiasm.  I  have  had  five  killed, 
and  a  greater  number  wounded,  all  ex- 
cellent officers.  The  General  in  Chief, 
Count  Suchet,  solicits  rewards  for  the  offi- 
cers and  corps  of  engineers.  I  have  to 
beg  your  Highness  to  give  them  your  fa- 
vourable attention,  in  order  that  his  Ma- 
jesty may  deign  to|  grant  those  rewards, 
which  they  have  merited  at  the  expence, 
of  their  blood,  and  by  their  seal  for  the 
Emperor. 


Spain  and  France. — State  of  the  French 
Armies  in  Spain  ;  and  Account  of  their 
proceedings.— 'Paris,  19  Jan.  1811. 

I. 

Siege  of  Cadiz. — TheDukeof  Belluno, 
desirous  of  having  the  whole  of  his  flotilla 
united  in  the  canal  of  the  Trocadero,  where 
would  only  be  between  5  and  600  toises 
from  the  isthmus  which  joins  Cadiz  to  the 
continent,  had  already  caused  the  flotilla 
to  be  conveyed  from  San  Lucar  as  far  as 
Rota  and  Port  St.  Mary's.  Several  glo- 
rious actions  had  been  sustained  by  this 
flotilla,  but  the  most  difficult  remained  to 
be  undertaken.  It  was  necessary  to  pass. 
within  300  toises  of  the  fort  of  Puntales, 
which  is  upon  the  isthmus  of  Cadiz,  and 
surrounded  by  a  numerous  groupe  af 
floating  batteries  and  the  enemy's  gun- 
boats. It  was,  therefore,  to  be  feared  that 
the  French  flotilla  would  suffer  coiisL- 
derably  in  attempting  to  double  Point 
Matagorda.  The  Duke  of  Belluno,  there- 
fore,-reaolved  to  convey  it  by  land  from 
the  river  San  Pedro  to  the  Trocadero. 
The  flotilla  was  dragged  across  this  space 
of  500  toises-Aipon  rollers,  to  the  great 
satisfaction  #Ahl|:%?m^i;  ..By  the  jtlth  oi 
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December  all  the  boats  belonging  to  the 
flotilla  were  in  the  Trocadero.  That  in- 
stant our  fire  opened.  Red-hot  balls  and 
shells  were  discharged  against  the  town. 
We  succeeded  in  throwing  bouib-shells  of 
tweWe  pounds  to  the  distance  of  2050 
toises,  and  howitzer-shdlsof  8  pounds  as  far 
as  2150  toises.  Considerable  uproar  pre- 
vails in  Cadiz  ;  they  are  in  great  agitation 
there;?  the  gates  are  shut,  and  it  is  only 
with  the  greatest  precautions  that  any 
comniunication  is  kept  up  with  the  suburbs. 
The  scarcity  in  Cadiz  is  extreme,  and  the 
yellow  fever  makes  great  ravages.— Fortu- 
nately the  French  armies  of  Andalusia, 
Granada, and  Murcia  are  in  the  best  state 
of  health.  The  sick  who  were  sent  to  the 
hospitals,  owing  to  the  etlects  of  the  great 
heats,  are  recovered.  The  greatest  tran- 
quillity prevails  in  the  districtof  the  army 
of  the  south.  Travelling  goes  on  tht-re  as 
in  France,  without  any  kind  of  escort. — 
The  army  enjoys  the  greatest  abundance 
of  every  thing, — Akmv  of  Granada. — 
General  Sebastiani  has  broken  ground  be- 
fore Marbella.  Since  the  success  which 
he  obtained  over  Blake,  all  the  bands  of 
Murcia  are  dispersed. 

II. 

Castile.— Order  and  tranquillity  pj-e- 
vail  more  and  more  in  the  provinces  of  Ma- 
drid, Toledo,  Avila,  Segovia,  &,c.  The 
moveable  columns  render  the  greatest  ser- 
vices, and  incessantly  pursue  the  Guerillas, 
and  bands  of  brigands,  whose  numbers  are 
daily  diminishing. — General  Lahoussaye 
being  charged  to  cltar  the  provinces  of 
Cuenca,  entered  that  city  on  the  14th. 
The  bands  endeavoured  to  defend  it,  but 
they  were  defeated  at  the  first  charge, 
with  the  loss  of  200  men  killed,  an  equal 
number  of  prisoners,  and  one  piece  of 
cannon.  The  remainder  dispersed,  and 
made  the  best  of  their  way  for  the  pro- 
vince of  Valencia. — General  Lorge  main- 
tains order  on  the  north  side  of  the  Sierra 
Morena.  One  hundred  and  fifty  men  belong- 
ing to  Ganido's  band  had  taken  shelter  in 
Villa  Franca  D' Avila,  where  they  intended 
to  )pass  the  night.  A  detachment  of  the 
I2th  light  infantry  surprised  them  before 
d&y-break  on  the  9th.  Twenty  of  these 
Wretches  were  killed,  and  12  of  their 
horses  taken.  The  re«t  fled  half-naked, 
and  abandonifig  their  arms  and  baggage. 


III. 


District  of  the  Army  in  the  North. 
— The  Duke  of  Istria  has  arrived  to  take 
the  command  of  the  army  of  the  north  of 
Spain.  This  Marshal  is  extremely  be- 
loved in  all  these  provinces,  where  he 
commanded  in  1808. — Asturias. — Gene- 
ral Bonnet  occupies  the  Asturias  wiih  his 
corps. — On  the  29th  of  November,  in  the 
morning,  the  insurgents  marched  forward 
to  attack  the  advanced  guard  of  General 
Bonnet,  commanded  by  General  Valle- 
taux.  The  reconnoitermg  parties  fell  in 
with  the  enemy  on  the  roads  of  Miranda 
and  BelmoDte.  Genera!  Valletaux  imme- 
diately made  his  disposition?;,  placing  the 
Commandant  Andreossi  in  the  center, 
with  eight  companies,  and  proceeding" 
himself  in  person  to  Fresno  with  a  batta- 
lion of  the  1 18th.  Tlie  enemy  soon  came 
in  sight  to  the  number  of  6,000,  covering 
all  the  summits  of  the  mountain.  A  brisk 
fire  of  musketry  commenced.  The  insur- 
gents being  superior  in  numbers,  directed 
considerable  masses  towards  the  center, 
which  they  hoped  to  penetrate.  They 
had  even  succeeded  in  gaining  a  few  toises 
of  ground,  when  the  Commandant  Leo- 
nand,  with  some  reinforcements,  reached 
the  position  of  Valletaux,  who  availed 
himself  of  this  event  to  detach  two  compa- 
nies of  the  1 18th  to  turn  the  enemy's  left. 
This  manoeuvre  struck  them  with  such 
terror  that  they  fell  back ;  the  center  soon 
resumed  its  positions  ;  a  charge  was  beaten 
at  all  points  ;  and  the  enemy's  ranks  be- 
ing every  where  broke  in  upon,  they 
were  compelled  to  give  way  to  the  im- 
petuosity of  our  heroes,  who  pursued  them 
as  far  as  Belmonte  and  Miranda,  the  roads 
leading  to  which  places  were  covered  with 
the  slain.-— This  affair,  in  which  1,500 
Frenchmen  defeated  6,000  insurgents, 
does  great  honour  to  General  Valletaux.— 
In  the  government  of  Valladolid,  that  of 
Burgos,  and  that  of  Biscay,  there  is  no 
where  any  considerable  body  of  insur- 
gents. A  few  bands  conceal  themselves 
in  the  rocks,  to  seize  upon  solitary  pas- 
sengers. They  are  frequently  dispersed 
by  our  patroles,  and  their  number  daily 
diminishe.s. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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"  The  hope  of  the  HYPOCRITES  shall  perish." 

['25^ 

SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

The  Regency. 1  repeat  my  motto  ; 

and  ^the  denunciation  I  have  no  fear  of 
seeing  completely  verified.  The  hypo- 
critical editor  of  the  Courier  and  the  crew 
of  hypocrites  %vho  approve  of  his  efTorts, 
ftH  this  base,  canting  crew,  now  driven  to 
their  resource,  crocodile  tears,  will  not  find, 
atjy  longer,  a  cloak  sufficiently  thick  to 

disguise  them, Gulls  as  the  peojjle  of 

tUis  country  have  long  been,  they  are  not 
^any  longer  to  be  cheated  by  this  hypocrite 
and  his  like.  It  is  hypocrisy  that  has,  for 
years,  been  the  bane  of  England  j  but,  I 
tio  trust,  that  it  will  now,  by  being  un- 
masked, be  deprived  of  its  power  to  do  us 

further  mischief. In  my  last,  I  exposed 

an  attempt,  on  the  part  of  the  Editor  of 
the  Courier  and  his  brother  hypocrites,  to 
make  the  people  believe,  that  all  those, 
who    v.ere   for    using  extreme  caution  in 
again  imposing  upon  the  King  the  func- 
tions of  royalty,  meant  to  dethrone  him.     I 
exposed   this   attempt  pretty   well ;    and 
•hpwed  how  base   and   wicked   were  the 
fiiotives  from   which    it    had    manifestly 
pi"Oceeded.      I  showed,  that  the  assertions 
of  the  hypocrites  were  false  ;     and  that,  as 
a  last  resource,  they  had  resorted  to  cant 
and  crying  with  a  view  to  calumnious  in- 
sinuations   against  the   Prince  cf  Wales, 
calculated  to  excite  the  foulest  suspicions 
against  him,  and  to  render  him  odious  in 
the  eyes  of  the  people.     The  jet  of  what 
they  were,  and  still   are,  endeavouring  to 
inculcate,  is  this:  That  the  "  nciv  men,"  as 
they  call  them,  have  discovered  a  disposi- 
tien,  nay,  and  a  resolution,  to  dethrone  the 
King;    because  they  have  recommended 
great  ccmtion   to  be   observed    in   calling 
hpon   him    again  to   exercise  the  kingly 
office.      'J'his  is  the  point,  at  which  they 
are  incessantly  labouring;  with  efforts  di- 
rected to  this  point,  they  fill  column  after 
column;    and,  it  is  easy  to  see,  that  they 
do,  and  WMS?,  include  the  Prince  amongst 
the  "  new  wicn."— — That  there  is  ground 
for  great  caution  no  one  will,  I  think,  deny, 
after    what    has    recently   come    to   light. 
Nevertheless,  this  same  hypocritical  writer 
and  his  brother  hypocrites,  who  furnish 


matter  for  his  paper,  are  still  endeavour- 
ing to  prevail  upon  the  public  to  consider 
as  an  act  of  hostility  to  the  King,  every 
effort  that  is  made  to  provide  against  » 
premature  resumption  of  the  royal  autho- 
rity on  the  part  of  the  King. 1  shall,  ia 

the  present  Number,  notice,  in  a  particu- 
lar manner,  and,  I  trust,  fully  expose,  ano- 
ther of  these  attempts  to  cajole  the  peo- 
ple; and,  when  1  have  done  that,  I  shall 
examine  into  the  truth  of  these^  venal 
mens'  assertions  respecting  the  Charges  of 
Lord  Grey  against  the  Lord  Chancel- 
LOji.  They  assert  these  charges  to  be 
groundless;  and,  it,  therefore,  becomes  us 
to  refer  to  dates,  and  to  compare  thenx 
and  the  Evidence  of  the  Phj'sicians  with 
the  statements  of  Lord  Grey.  For,  though, 
the  speech  of  his  lordship  was  plain  and 
full,  as  to  all  points,  still  it  was  impossible 
for  any  man  (especially  under  a  prohibi- 
tion to  take  any  speech  in  short  hand)  to 
give  it  perfectly  correct  even  as  to  the  sub- 
stance ;  much  less  to  give  it'  in  detail. 
T- — "With  the  wlwle  of  the  Evidence  be- 
fore me,  and  with  the  history  cf  the  times 
referred  to,  also  before  me,  I  shall,  lirust, 
be  able  to  give  a  more  full  and  clear  state- 
ment of  the  matter,  than  has  yet  reached 

the  public  eye. But,  I  must  first  notice 

the  article,  above  allu<led  to,  in  the  Cou- 
niER  of  the  3()th  of  January  ;  because  in 
this  article  the  reader  will  havs  a  view  of 
another  of  the  tricks,  which  the  hypocrites 
are  playing  cff  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
up  their  deceptions  a  little  longer.  They 
are  hard  put  to  it.  They  know  not  what 
to  be  at ;  and,  though  as  cunning  as  Old 
Satan  himself,  they  do,  I  verily  believe, 
begin  to  despair  of  giiUirig  and  cheating 
the  public  any  longer..  The  dullest  cf 
the  people  now  begin  to  see  them  in  their 
true  colours.  The  exposures  have  been 
so  often  repeated,  that,  at  last,  they  be- 
gin to  have  effect. The  trick  which  I 

o 

am  now  aboxit  to  notice  is  an  attempt  at 
alarm  :  an  attempt  to  cajole  the  people  into 
a  belief,  that  those  who  protest  against 
using  the  King^s  name  before  he  is  restored 
to  a  perfectly  sound  mind,  wish  to  set  A/m 
fiside;  wish  to  do  some  violent  act  of  in- 
justice towards  liij»,-iwa?-r'^The  attempts," 
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says  ihis  venal  hypocrite,  who  really  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  pretty  nearly  a  match 
for  an  old  North-of-England  political  ac- 
quainiance  of  mine,  whom  I  have,  tor 
many  years,  called  Hypocrisy  Person ifitd, 
and  who,  to  a  L;izarus-like  look  given  him 
by  nature,  has  added  all  that  art  can  af- 
ford, and  who  is,  even  in  this  age,  certain- 
ly the  most  consummate  hypocrite  in  e'^' 
iitence.  Talk  of  the  Saints  of  the  Long- 
Parliament!  There  was  no"  one  of  them 
fit  "  to  hold  a  candle  to  hioi." — Yet,  this 
creature,  the  most  psrifect  of  his  kmd,  and 
who  has  duped  nearly  as  many  people  as 
were  duped  by  Mahomet,  or  any  other  of 
the  lucky  impostors  that  have  lived  in 
the  world  ;  even  this  hypocrite  is  not  far 
out-done  bv  these  venal  men,  these 
MEAN.  MERCExXARY  and  MALIG- 
NANT men,  upon   the  writings  of  one  of 

whom   I  am  now  about  to  comment. 

"  The  attempts,"  says  he,  "  daily  making 
*'  to  prepare  the  public  mind  for  setting 
''  the  Kmg  aside,  altogether,  cannot  fail 
•'  of  exciting  alarm.  The  design  was 
"  scouted  with  indignation  by  both  Houses 
"  of  Parliament,  on  the  first  day  of  its  meet- 
"  ing,  but  it  has  ever  since  been  disclos- 
*'  ing  itself,  and  certainly  is  acting  upon. 
"  We  have  already  given  very  striking 
*'  proofs  of  this  from  the  Journals.  Men 
"  startled  at  these  things  at  first,  but 
"  siknce  and  impunity  make  them  bold. 
"  T/ie  Weekly  Rtgisler,  and  others  of  the 
"  same  character,  deprecate  the  return  of 
"  the  King  to  power  till  he  is  quite  well, 
"  by  which  they  mean  something  better 
"  than  at  his  age  he  is  ever  likely  to  be,  allow- 
*'  ing  him  to  be  as  well  in  mind  as  ever. 
*'  Out  of  mere  kindness  to  the  King  they 
"  would  not  allow  him  to  return  to  the  fa- 
"  tigues  of  business.  One  member  of  the 
"  House  of  Commons  asserts,  that  a  man 
"  subject  to  hurries  never  can  be  fit  to 
"  reign,  and  Sir  F.  Burdett  last  week 
"  roundly  affirmed,  the  King  could  never 
"be  fit  to  govern  at  his  age;  with  his 
"  blindness,  and  liable  as  he  is  to  derange- 

"  ment.      Thus   the  design  proceeds." ■ 

What  desij^n?  What  design  have  we? 
What  do  we  mean  ;  or,  what  can  we 
me>aji,  more  tlian  we  say?  We  "  depre- 
"  cate  the  return  of  the  King  to  power 
^'^tiU  he  is  QUITE  WELL."  And 
what,  then  ?  To  be  sure  we  deprecate 
it;  and  are  we  not  right  in  so  doing? 
Ought  he,  in  mere  common  mercy  to 
himself,  to  be  permitted  to  resume  his  au- 
thority fcc/brc  he  h  quite  weH?  Are  we  not 
right  to  express  our  opinions,  that  he  ought 


not  to  be  called  upon  to  resume  his  autho- 
rity ;  tt)  exercise  the  powers  of  life  and 
death;  to  make  war  and  peace:  are  we  not 
right  in  deprecating  the  idea  of  his  being 
called  upon  to  resume  such  powers  until 
he  be  quite  well  ?  Aye,  and  was  I  not  right, 
when,  about  a  fortnight  ago,  I  took  timely 
opportunity  to  suggest  the  propriety  of 
some  measure  to  prevent  him  from  being 
so  called  upon,  until  there  had  been  soinc 
months,  ov  weeks,  at  least,  of  probation,  after 
complete  recovery?  Was  not  this  right  ? 
Vv^ill  any  man  now  deny,  that  the  sugges- 
tion was  proper  ?  Indeed,  it  arose  out  of 
a  perusal  of  the  very  evidence  upon  which 
Lord  Grey  has  made  his  late  statements, 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  upon  which 
Lord  King  founded  his  motion  for  erasing 
the  name   of  Lord  Eldnn  from  the  list  of 

the  Queen's  Council; But,  this  venal 

man  says,  that,  by  the  words  quite  well, 
we  mean  "  something  better  than  the 
"  King,  at  his  age,  is  ever  likely  to  be.'*  His 
age.'  Age  does  not  naturally  deprive  men 
of  the  use  of  their  senses.  The  age  of  the 
King  is  not  very  great.  '1  here  is  Mr. 
Baron  Ma^eres  at  the  age  of  eighty,  writ- 
ing with  as  much  clearness  and  strength 
as  he  did  at  the  age  of  forty.  We  say  no- 
thing about  the  age  of  the  King.  His  is 
by  no  means  an  age  to  produce  mental 
feebleness.  But,  we  see,  in  the  evidence 
upon  oath,  that  he  is  in  a  state  of  mental 
derangement;  that  he  has  been  in  that  stat« 
now  three  times  within  eleven  years ;  and, 
we  also  read  in  that  evidence,  that  he  was 
in  that  state  while  his  assent  was  given  to 
many  acts  of  parliament,  some  of  then* 
granting  away  crown  lands  and  imposing 
penalties  of  death  ;  this  we  see,  and  seeing 
this,  are  we  to  be  accused  of  designs  to  set 
him  aside ;  because  we  wish,  that  there 
should  be  clear  proof  produced  of  his  be- 
ing quite  xucll,  before  he  is  again  called 
upon  to   exercise    the  Royal  Authority  ? 

"  Another  most  onconstitutional  doc- 

"  trine,"  continues  this  venal  writer,  "  ad- 
"  vanced  in  many  quarters,  but  particu- 
"  larly  in  the  Cun)mon  Council  by  Mr. 
"  Alderman  Wood,  is,  the  preference  given 
"  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  as  our  Chief 
"  Magistrate  in  consequence  of  its  being 
"  known,  that  he  will  adopt  measures  dif~ 
"  ftrent  from  those  of  his  father,  that  he  will 
"  grant  Cirtholic  eoiancipation,  conciliate 
"  Ireland,  &c.  For  these  and  similar 
"  reasons  they  express  a  wish  that  his 
"  Royal  Highness  fh&itld  wield  the  Ssme- 
"  reign  authority  instead  of  his  Majesty.  To 
"  proceed  on  «ueh  principles  is  to  do  ntj^ 
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"  ther  more  nor  less  than  to  elect  a  King. 
"  The  Prince  is  to  be  chosen  in prefacnc^ 
"  to  George  the  3rd,  because  he  will  do 
"  better  things.  If  such  atrocious  doc- 
"  trioes  as  these  are  to  be  listened  to,  there 
^"  is  an  end  of  our  Constitution  !  It  may  be 
"  discovered  thatSir  Francis  Burdelt  would 
".do  better  things  still  than  the  Prince  of 
*'  Wales,  and,  upon  the  same  principles, 
"propositions  might  be  entertained  of 
"  vestifig  him  with  the  sovereign  autho- 
"  rity.  Such  language  tends  to  bring 
"  upon  us  the  evil  of  an  elective  nio- 
"  narchy  like  that  of  Poland,  which  no 
"  doubt  would  speedily  involve  us  in  a  si- 
♦'  milar  destruction  with  that  which  has 
"  annihilated  Poland  as  a  nation.  All  this 
"  erroneous  view  of  things  arises  from  the 
"  very  false  grounds  upon  which  the  re- 
*'  strictions  on  the  Regency  have  been  de- 
"  bated  by  the  Opposition,  they  wishing 
"  to  act  as  if  they  were  appointing  a  King 
"instead  of  appointing  a  deputy  for  a 
"  King  during  a  temporary  indisposition, 
"  as  if  the  Throne  were  vacant,  not  as  it 
'*  really  is,  full.  Such  doctrines  are  irulj/ 
"  alarmingt  They  tend  strongly  and  ra- 
"  pidly  to  a  Revolution,  to -scenes  of  co't/u- 
"  sion  and  anarchy  long  unknown  in  this 
"  happy  land."— — All  this  is  equally  false 
with  the  former.  Mr.  Wood  gave  no  prefe- 
rence to  the  SON  before  the  father.  He  im- 
puted no  wrong  to  the  King  ;  but  he  cen- 
sured the  measures  of  hU  ministers;  and 
he  expressed  his  hope  that  such  men 
would  be  chosen  to  succeed  them,  as 
would  adopt  better  measures.  It  is  false, 
therefore,  to  say,  that  the  Prince  was  set 
up  m  preference  to  the  King.  But,  let  the 
reader  bear  with  me  while  I  once  more 
remark,  that  this  is  the  constant  practice 
of  those  hypociites  who  call  themselves 
"  the  King's  friends."  Every  thing  you 
say  against  the  measures  of  the  goveni- 
raent,  they  immediately  apply  it  to  the 
King ;  and    it   cannot   be  forgotten,   that 

they  have  invariably  acted  thus.- As   to 

what  this  hypocrite  says  about  the  dan- 
gers of  making  this  an  elective  monarchy, 
what  a  fine  slap  in  the  face  he  gives  here  to 
all  those,  and  to  himself  amongst  the  rest, 
who  have  centen(ied  ^  for  f  esfcrictions,  and 
have  denied  the  rigJit  of  the  Prince  to  be 
sole  Regent !  This  charge,  if  due  to  any 
body,  belongs  to  them.  If  there  really  be 
any  danger  in  the  notion  of  an  elective 
monarchy,  on  their  heads  be  the  conse- 
quences, and  not  on  ours,  who  have,  all 
along,  contended,  that  the  whole  of  the 
Koyal  powers  and   prerogatives,  without 
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any  dividing,  chipping  away,  or    r^iserv- 


ing,  ought  to  have  been,  at  once,  and 
without  any  delay,  given  to  the  Prince, 
who  is   the  undoubted   heir  to  the  throne 

and  to  every  thing  attached  to  it. •Bu^ 

the  truth  is,  that  the  hypocrites  know  not 
what  to  say ;  they  are  at  the  last  gasp  ; 
even  lying  and  crying  begin  to  fail  them  ; 
and  it  is  little  wonder,  that  they  forget 
what  they  are  about.  The  wonder,  and, 
to  the  country,  the  shame,  is,  that  they 
should  not,  before  now,  have  been  .sunk 
quite  into  the  earth ;  that  they  should  still 
tiare  to  shew  their  faces  above  ground  ; 
much  less  to  send  forth  their  verbose  co- 
lumns of  cant,  in  variousshapes,  and  under 
various  names,  as  they  have  yet  the  as- 
surance to  do. We   now  come   to  the 

other  subject  of  which  I  proposed  to 
treat ;  namely,  the  state  of  the  King  in  the 
years  1801  and  180-t',  at  times  when  several 
very  important  aclsxiiere  performed  in  his  name, 
and,  apparently,  with  his  approbation  and 

authority. The    public    need    not    be 

told  what  has  recentlypassed  uponthis  sub- 
ject ja  the  House  of  Lords;  for,  certainly, 
never  was  there  any  thing  that  attracted 
more  general  observation,  or  that  excited 
a  more  general  or  higher  interest.  It  has, 
since  it  took  place,  been  the  great  topic 
of  conversation  with  every  body. — —In 
my  last,  I  inserted  the  speeches  of  Lords 
Grey  and  Eldon  and  the  motion  of  Lord 
King.  These  were  all  less  full  than  was 
to  be  desired;  but,  I  took  the  fullest  re- 
ports I  could  find,  and  the  substance  was 
pretty  nearly,  in  all  probability,  preserv- 
ed.  Nevertheless,  it   is  possible  to  put 

the  matter  in  a  plainer  light  than  it  there 
appears;  and,  this  it  shall  now  be  my  en- 
deavour to  do. But,  I  have  first  to  ob- 
serve, that  in  another  part  of  Mw  Nu?nber,  I 
have  inserted  the  whole,  of  the  Evidence 
of  Drs.  Wilms  and  Heberden,  as  given 
upom  oath  before  the  Lords'  Committee 
a  few  weeks  ago.  These  two  persons  at- 
tended the  King  upon  the  former  occa- 
sions of  his  mental  derangement;  and,  1 
have  given  the  whole  of  their  evidence  to 
obviate  the  possibility  of  being  charged 

with  garbling. This  Evidence    should 

be  carefully  read,  particularly  that  of  Dr. 
Heberden,    upon  which  the  charges  of 

Lord  Grev  were  founded. 1  have  also 

inserted,  in  this  Number,  a  Protest  of  cer- 
tain Lords,  upon  the  subject  of  the  motion 
for  erasing  Lord  EtooN'sname,  in  which 
Protest  the  charges  against  him  are  dis- 
tinctly stated.  This  also  should  be  read 
with  care  ;  and  I  have  thought  it  rigli* 
.    L2 
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not  to  lose  a  moment  in  giving  it  as  wide- 
a  circulation  as  it  is  in  my  power  to  give 
it ;  because  it  appears  to  me,  that  the 
matter  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  os 
all;  or,  at  least,  to  all  those  who  wish  to 
see  the  English   constitution  not   totally 

annihilated." From  the  same  motive  it 

is,  that  I  am  now  induced  to  add  some 
observations  of  my  own,  by  which  I  hope 
to  make  the  matter  so  plain  as  net  to 
leave  the   smallest  chance  of  being  mis- 


understood.- 
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time  Mr.  Addii/gton  (now  Ld.  SiDMou-rflf) 
became  Prime  Minister;  the  second  wdiS 
in  1804,  he  being  still  Prime  Minister. 
The  transactions,  connected  with  the 
former  we  will  treat  of  hereafter  ;  for,  if 
possible,  they  are  even  more  important 
than  those  connected  with  the  latter. 
Ba,t,  at  present,  we  will  confine  ourselves 
to  the  latter  epoch  ;  and,  it  will  be  useful, 
here,  to  give  a  list  of  the  ministry,  as  it 
then  stood,  namely,  in  February,  March, 
and  April,  ISOl-,  when  the  King  was  af- 
flicted, as  will  be  seen  by  Dr.  Heb£rden*s 
evidence,  with  the  very  same  malady 
that  he  now  is  afflicted  witli. 


-There  were  two  occasions 


mentioned  by  Lord  Grey,  and  some  con- 
fusion of  dales  and  other  circumstances 
has  been  made  for  want  of  a  sort  of  history 
of  each.     The  Jirst  was  in   ISOl,  at  the 

Cabinet  Blinisters. 

]!)uke  of  Portland President  of  the  Council. 

Lord  Eldon Lord  High  Chancellor. 

Lord  Westmoreland Lord  Privy  Seal. 

Right  Hon.  Henry  Addingtoa  (now  Lord  J  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  Chanceilor 

bidmouth) \      of  the  Exchequer.     (Prime  Minister.) 

Earl  St.  Vincent First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

Earl  of  Chatham Master  General  of  the  Ordnance. 

Right  Hon.  Charles  Yorke Sec.  of  State  for  the  Home  Department. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  (now  Earl  of  Liverpool)     Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
Lord  Hobart  (now  Earl  of  Buckingham-  f  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Department  of 

shire)     ,i 1       War  and  the  Colonies. 

T      ,  ,T-          .  /-I    .1          1  \  President  for  the  Board  of  Controul  for 

Lord  \.scount  Castlereagh |      ^^^  ^^^^-^^  ^^j„jj^_ 

Lav:  Officers. 

Mr.  Spencer  Perceval Attorney  General. 

Sir  Thomas  Manners  Sutton   Solicitor  General.' 


Thus  was  t)fie  ministry  composed.— 
Here  Tt^-- have  them  all  before  us.—— — 
This  is  of  great  use,  because  the  people 
are  apt  to  forget.  They  have  confused 
ideas  of  who  and  who  were  together.—— 
Well,  now  to  the  point.  Dj*.  Heheuden, 
being  upon  his  oath  before  the  Lords' 
Committee,  on  the  18th  of  December  last, 
gave  the  following  evidence.——"  Will 
"  Dr.  Heberden  state  to  the  Committee 
**  what  was  the  whole  duration  of  his 
**^  Majesty's  illness  in  1804?  I  was  first 
"  called  upon  to  attend  his  Majesty  on  the 
"  liJth  of  February  J  804-;  and  I  believe 
"  hfe  Majesty  presided  at  Council  on  the 
"  23rd  ol  April  following  ;  I  should  con- 
"  sider  the  interval  between  those  periods  cs 
"  constituting  the  duration  of  his  diaease  at 

"  tluit  time. At   what    time  did    Dr. 

"  Heberden's  attendance  on  his  Majesty 
"  cease  ?  After  the  period  when  his 
"  Majesty  was  so  far  recovered  as  to  be 
•'  able  to  transact  business  at  any  period 
"  of  aty  day  :  '  he  still  retained  such 
"  murks  (^indisposition  about  him,  as  made 


"  it  expedient  that  some  one  of  his  phy«? 
"  sicians  should  be  about  his  person  for  -. 
"  some  months  afterwards.      In  this  situa-, 
"  tion  I  was  in  attendance  upon  his  Ma^ 

"  jesty  so  late  as  to  the  end  of  October. 

"  Between   the    1 2th    February   and   the  , 
"  23d  April  did  not  the  appearances  of 
"  disorder   continue  more  or   less  ?    I  be- 
'*  lieve  that  for  some  days  previous  to  the 
"  23d  April  they  had  so  far  ceased  as  to 
"  make  his  Majesty's  physicians  conceive 
"  him  competent  to  exercise  ail  the  usual 
"  functions  of  his  high  office."— —Thus,.,-, 
then,  quibble  to  eternity,  if  you  will,  one,>C; 
of  these  two  things  must  be  :    either  the 
King  was  in  a  state  of  mental  derangement   , 
(for  that  is  the  term  now  given  to  the  ma- 
la iy)  from  the  r2th  of  February  to  within 
some  days  of  the  23rd  of  April,  or  Dr.  He-  . 
BERDEN  has  taken  a  false  oath,  which  lat- 
ter is  not  to  be  believed,  especially  as,  in 
the  reports  of  the  Speeches  of  Lord  Eldon, 
in  answer  to  Loro  G'ey's  charge,  no  insi- 
nuation of  the  kind  was  ihrown  out,  and, . 
as  Dr.  Hebeuden  gave  his  evidence  in  the 
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presence  of  Lord  Eldon  and  Lord  Sidmouth, 
and  most  of  the  rest  of  the  riiinistry  of  1 804-, 
who  micht,  if  they  had  chtsen,  have  con- 

tradictedj  or  cross-examined,  him. The 

public  most  well  remember,  that,  in  1804-, 
i)r.  Simmons  of  St.  Luke's  Hospit^i  ^id 
his  men,  attended  the  King ;  and  Lord 
Grey  asserted,  and  challenged  contradiction, 
that  these  persons  remained  wiih  him  until 
the  \Oth  of  June  of  that  year !  Nobody  ac- 
cepted Lord  Grey's  challenge.  Nobody 
attempted  to  contradict  him.  But,  I  will, 
if  the  reader  chooses,  leave  this  circum- 
stance vvhoily  out  of  consideration;  and 
stick  to  the  facts  stated  upon  oath  by  Dr. 
Hebebden,  according  to  whom  the  King's 
malady  continued  from  the  \'2ih  of  FebrU- 
aiy  to  within  some  days  o(  the  23rd  of  April. 
——Now,  then,  what  can  have  been 
meant  by  the  words  "  some  days  ?"  The 
Hypocrite,  who  writes  in  the  Courier, 
says  it  may  mean  any  time  :  any  length  of 
time  ;  that  it  may  mean  "  a  fortnight,  at 
"  least."  But,  is  this  the  interpretation 
that  sound  sense  and  a  love  of  truth  and 
justice  will  allow  of? — • — No  :  it  is  clear, 
that  Doctor  Heberden  meant  a/eu>  days ; 
some  number  within  a  tveek:  but,  even  in 
those  days,  his  words  by  no  means  admit, 
that  the  King  was  perfectly  recovered  ; 
and,  after  all,  we  find,  that  the  Doctor,  or 
another  physician,  had  to  remain  constant- 
ly about  him  even  to  the  month  of  October 
afterwards,  on  account  of  the  still  retnain- 
ing  appearances  of  indisposition. — ■ — Leaving 
out  of  the  question,  therefore,  Earl  Grey's 
uncontradicted  assertion  as  to  the  attend- 
ance of  Dr.  SyMONt)S  and  his  men,  until  the 
lOth  of  Ju7ie,Dr.  Heberden's  evidence  is 
full  as  to  the  point,  that  the  malady  con- 
tinued from  the  1 2th  of  February  to  the  2^rd 

of  April. What,  then,  was  done  during 

this  time,  in  the  name  of  the  King,  and  as 
by  his  express  authority  ?  Whether  any 
Commissions  may  have  been  granted,  any 
leases  of  Crown  Lands  let  or  renewed,  any 
titles  or  honours  bestowed,  any  sentences 
of  death  confirmed,  during  that  time,  are 
particulars  that  I  have  not,  at  hand,  the 
means  of  ascertaining ;  but,  I  have  the 
means  of  ascertaining  in  what  cases  the 
very  highest  functions  of  royalty,  the  giv- 
ing assent  to  Acts  of  Parliament,  the  mak- 
ing oflazvs,  affecting  the  property,  liberty, 
and  lives  of  fifteenmillionsof  people,  were 
exercised,   and   these  I  shall    accurately 

state. Remember,    that   the    space   of 

time  mentioned  by  Dr.  Heberden,  was, 
from  the  1 2th  cf  February  fb  i!^e  23rd  of 
April,  1804.- On  the  y/A  oj"  March  oi 
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that  year,  the  King's  assent  was  given  by 
Commission  under  his  hand,  and  signed  with 
the  Great  6eal,  to  scven  Public  Acts  of  Par- 
liament, being  the  Acts  from  Chapter  19 
to  Chapter  25  of  the  44'lh  year  of  George 

HL On  the  23rd  of  March,  the  King's 

assent  was,  by  a  like  Commission,  given 
to  S2X  Public  Acts  of  Parliament,  being  the 

Acts  fiom  Chapter  26  to  Chapter  31. 

This  was  still  very  far  from  the  23d  of 
April.  It  was  more  than  some  days.  It 
was  more  than  the  fortnight  which  the 
hypocrite  of  the  Courier  contends  for. 
It  was  in  fact,  a  full  Calendar  month.' 
The  Acts  thus  assented  to  were  some  of 
them  of  a  nature  peculiarly  important. 
Some  of  them  contained  penalties  of  death  j 
others  imposed  taxes ;  others  authorised 
the  raising  of  soldiers;  one  was  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  Bank  Restriction  ;  Chapter 
25  granted  aivay  from  the  Croiun  the  fee  for 
ever  of  certain  manors,  lands,  and  houses  ; 
and  Chapter  30  was  a  bill  of  indemnity,  re- 
lative to  acts  done  without  law,  in  pur- 
suance of  certain  Orders  of  Council. 

All  this  was  done  in  the  King's  name,  and 
as  by  his  express  authority,  at  a  time  when, 
according  to  the  evidence  now  given  upon 
oath  by  a  Physician  who  attended  him, 
the  King  was  in  the  same  state  of  inca- 
pacity that  he  is  now.— — Nay,  on  the 
20th  of  March,  that  is  to  say,  twenty  eight 
days  before  the  23d  of  April,  Mr.  Adding- 
TON  (now  Lord  bidmqath)  brought  down 
to  the  House  of  Commons  A  MESSAGE 
from  the  King  I  It  related  to  a  measure 
of  great  importance,  namely,  the  bring- 
ing of  the  Irish  militia  into  England.  It 
had  the  Royal  Signature  to  it,  and  began 
in  these  words  :  "  His  Majesty  thinks 
"  proper  to  acqitaint  the  House  of  (Jommons, 

"  tVc.  ^T." This,  even  this,  was  done 

on  the  2Qih  of  March,  that  is,  twenty  eight 

days   before   the  23d    of  April. And 

yet,  with  these  facts  before  us;  with  all 

this  before  us,  we  are  not  to  be  allowed  to 

express  our  opinion,   that   great   caution 

ought  to  be  used  in  the  resymption  of  tlje 

royal  authority  by  the  King;  we  are  not 

to   be  allowed  to  say,  that   c^re   ought  to 

be  taken  to  prove  that  he  is  quite  well drsiy 

we  are  not  to  do  this,  upon  p^in   of  being 

marked  out  by  the  impudent  and  venal 

i  editor  of  the  Courier,  as  men  who  wish  to 

!  dethrone  the  King,  to  throw  him  into  a  cor- 

1  ner,  to  pluck  the  Crown  from  his  head  and 

!  to  bind  it  with  thorns  !    But,  these  are  the 

:  last  Struggles  of  knavery    and  hypocrisy 

I  combined;    and   they    will  not  succeed. 

I Thus  stands  the  case  up  to  the  23rd  (^ 
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April.  I  beg  the  reader  to  bear  the  dates 
itt  his  niind.  Thus  stands  the  case  up  to 
iTie  23rd  of  April ;  but,  as  the  reader  may 
attach  great  importance  to  the  assertion  of 
Lord  Gioy  respecting  the  attendance  of 
Dr.  Symonds  and  his  men  'i\\\  the  \Oth  of 
June,  it  is  proper  to  iofoini  him,  that,  be- 
tween the  23rd  of  April  and  the  \Otli  of 
June,  24-  Public  Acts  of  Parliament  received 
the  King's  Assent  by  Commission,  as  in  the 
former  cases.  And,  by  the  30lh  of  July, 
36  more  Public  Acts ;  thus  making  the 
number  91  Acts,  receiving  the  King's  As- 
sent, by  Commission,  after  the  12th  of 
February  in  that  year;  and,  Julj/,  tbe 
reader  will  liear   in   mind,  was  still   long 

before   the    month   of    Octoba-.- -There 

are  still  some  circumstances  to  notice,  in 
order  to  make  the  history  of  these  trans- 
actions complete.  A  change  of  ministry 
took  place  between  the  23rd  of  April  and 
the  loth  of  June.— — Mr.  Addington,  Ld. 
St.  Vincent,  Mr.  Yorke,  and  Ld.  Hobart, 
went  out  of  the  cabinet  ;  and  Mr.  Pitt, 
Ld.  Melville,  Ld.  Harrowby,  Ld.  Camden, 
and  Ld.  Mulgrave,  came  into  it.  The 
others  remained;  and.  the  Law-Officers 
also  remained.  This  change  was  com- 
pleted on  the  1  iith  of  May  ;  So  that  Lords 
Eldon,  Castlereagh,  Hawkesbury,  West- 
morland, and  Chatham  were  in  both  ca- 
binets.  Nothing  jnore   need    be   said. 

The  thing  is  so  plain ;  the  chain  of  facts  so 
complete  ;  the  statement  so  incontro- 
vertible, that  it  sets  all  pettifogging  at 
defiance.  There  are,  however,  two  points, 
upon  which  I  shall  just  say  a  word  or 
two;  namely,  the  declaration  oi  Mr.  Ad- 
DiNGTON  (now  Ld.  Sidmouth),  during  the 
King's  malady  in  1804;  and  the  individual 

responsibility   of    Lord    Eldon.- As    to 

the  furraej',  it  was  called  forth  by  a  ques- 
tion, and  aftervi^ards  a  motion,  of  Sir 
Robert  Lawlev,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  the  '2,1th  of  February,  1  SO^, 
Sir  Robert  Lawley  asked  the  minister  for  an 
explicit  sstatement  as  to  the  state  of  the 
King.  To  this  Mr-  Addington  answered, 
that  no  such  statement  was  necessary  in 
the  opinion  of  his  Majesty's  confidential 
servants.  Whereupon  Sir  Robert  Lawley 
meved  an  adjournment  of  the  House. 
This  produced  a  long  debate,  which  was 
very  interesting  at  that  time,  and  certainly 
not  less  so  now.  In  this  debate  Mr.  Ad- 
dington spoke  no  less  than  five  times.  He 
made  explanation  upon  explanation  ;  and, 
at  last,  it  came  to  these  words  :.——"  The 
"  hon.  Gentleman  has  stated,  that  I  have 
*'  set  up  my  own  opinion  in  ©pposition  to 


"  That  of  Ills  Majesty's  Physicians.  All 
"  I  can  say  on  this  part  of  the  accusation 
"  against  me  is,  that  1  have  stated  nothing 
"  as  matter  of  speculation,  or  opinion,  of 
"  mv  own,  but  upon  authority  of  the  physi- 
"  cians  I  wish  to  be  distinctly  understood 
"  here  to  re-state,  that  there  is  not,  at  this 
"  tij7ie,"  [27lh  of  February  mind]  "  any 
"  necessary  suspension  of  such  royal  functions 
"  as  it  may  be  necessary  for  his  Mojesty  to 
"  discharge  at  the  present  fnomnu." 
He  was  pressed  further  by  Mr.  Grey,  and 
he  then  said  :  "  I  meant  distinctly  to  state, 
"  that  there  is  not  at*  this  time,  any  neces- 
"  sary  suspension  of  the  royal  authority 
"  for  any  act  which  may  be  necessary  to  be 
"  done." This  was  what  Lord  Grey  al- 
luded to  the  other  night ;  and,  if  it  had 
any  meaning  at  all,  it  meant  one  of  these 
three  things:  that  it  was  not  necessary  that 
the  King  should  be  deranged  in  mind  ;  or, 
that  it  was  not,  at  that  time,  necessary  for 
him  to  have  the  use  of  his  senses  ;  or, 
that  his  faculties  were  not  so  much  im- 
paired as  to  render  him  unfit  for  business. 
The  two  formerit  cannot  be  supposed 
that  any  man  could  mean  ;  and,  there- 
fore, we  must  take  the  latter;  and,  then, 
all  we  have  to  do,  is,  to  compare  it  with  the 

Evidence  of  Dr.  Heberden. -I  should  now 

enter  upon  the  subject  of  individual  or 
collective  responsibility  ;  but  as  my  space 
is  so  narrow,  and  as  1  see,  that  the  subject 
will  demand  room,  1  must  defer  it  till 
my  next. . 

Mr.  Finnerty.— — This  gentleman  was, 
on  Thursday,  the  31st  of  January,  brought 
up  to  receive  judgment,  in  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench,  for  a  libel  against 
Castlereagh.  He  produced  affidavits, 
respecting  the  conduct  of  his  prosecutor, 
some  of  which  he  was,  it  appears,  allowed 

to  read,  and  some  not. He  was  sent  to 

the  King's  Bench  Prison  till  next  Thurs- 
day, when  he    is   to  be  brought  up  again. 

1    have    inserted  the   proceedings  in 

another  part  of  this  Number,  from  the  Times 
newspaper,  to  which  I  beg   to   refer   the 

reader. The   subject    is   one   of    the 

greatest  consequence  ;  it  is  worthy  of  all 
the  attention  that  the  public  can  bestow 
upon  it ;  and,  I  am  convinced,  that  in  this 
way  it  will  be  viewed  by  every  man  ia 
the  kingdom,  who  has  left  in  him  one 
single  spark  of  a  love  of  justice  or  huma- 
nity. 

W".  COBBETT. 

Stale  Prison,  Newgate,  Friday, 
February  1,1811. 
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Protest. — Aqainst   the  Rejection  of  Lord 
King's  Dlotion  Jor  omitting  the  name  of 
<     "  John  Lord  Eldon,"  as  one  of  her  Ma- 
"*■   Jesty's.  Council. 

DissENTitNT, — First,   Because    it   is  of 
tiie   highest   itnportance,   that  in  the   ap- 
pohv merit  of  her  Majesty's  Council,   the 
public  should  have  every  security,  which 
previous  conduct  can  aff>rd,  that  the  per- 
sons composini;  thes.tiut  will  not  act  under 
any   undue    bias,   but  that  whilst  ihey  fol- 
low the  course  prescribed  to  theni  by  their 
duty  for  restorint>'  his  Majesty  io  the  public 
exercise  of  his  Royal  Functions,  whenever 
he  shall  he  in  a  capacity  to  resume  tliem, 
they  will    iieiiri«r  expose   his   Majesty  lo 
the  danger  oi  a  too  early   piessure  -if  bu- 
siness, nor  concur  in  representing  hi^  Ma- 
jesty as  qualified  to  act  in  his  high  office, 
before  his  recovery   shall  be   complete. — 
Secondl}-,   Because  it  appears  by  the  evi- 
dence  of  Dr.  Heberden,  taken  on  oath  be- 
fore a  Committee  of  this  House,  "  that  he 
was  first  called  upon  to  attend  his  Majesty 
oh  the    I2ih  of  February   1801.;   that  he 
believed  his  Majesty  presided  at  Council 
on  the  23d  of  April  following;  and   that 
he  should  consider  the  interval    between 
those  periods  as  constituting  the  duration 
of  his   Majesty's   disease  at  that   time." 
Yet,  nevertheless  it  appears  from  the  Jour- 
nals of  this  House   that  between  the  two 
days  above-mentioned,  John  Lord  Eldon^ 
being    then    Lord    High    Chancellor    of 
Great  Britain,  did,  on  the  3th  of  March, 
1804-,  receive,  and  in  his  Majesty's  name 
signify  his  Majesty's  consent  to   a   Bill, 
intituled,  "  An  Act  to  enable  his  Majesty 
to  grant  the  inheritance  in  fee-simple  of 
certain  manors,  messuages,  lands,  and  he- 
reditaments, in  the   parishes   of  Byfleet, 
Weybridge,    Wallin,     Wallinleigh,    and 
Chertsey,  in   the  county   of  Surrey,  to  his 
Royal  Highness  Frederick  Duke  of  York 
and  Albany,  for  a  valuable  consideration  ;" 
and  that  he  did  also  put  the  Great  Seal  to  a 
Commission  dated  9th  March,  by  virtue  of 
which  15  Bills  received  the  Royal  Assent; 
as  well  as  to  a  Commission  dated  March  23d, 
under  which  17  other  Bills  received  the 
Royal  Assent ;  although  his  Majesty  was, 
at  that  time,  as  appears  by   the  evidence 
above  recited,  afflicted    by   a  malady  of 
the  same  nature  and  character  with  that 
which  has  now  occasioned  a  suspension  of 
the  Regal  functions. — Thirdly,  Because  it 
further  appears  from  the  same  evidence, 
"  that  after  the  period  when  his  Majesty 
was  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  transact 
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business  at  any  period  of  any  day,  he  still 
retained  such  marks  of  indisposition  about 
him  as  made  it  expedient  that  some  one  of 
his  Physicians  should  be  about  hi;i  person 
for  some  months  afterwards  ;  and  that  Dr. 
Heberden  was  in  attendance  on  his  Ma- 
jesty so  late  as  the  end  of  October;"  and 
It  was  stated   in  debate,   and  not   denied, 
that,  during  this  latter  period,  and    parti- 
cularly on  the    lOlh  of  June,  ItiOi-,  when 
it  was  understood  and   believed    both  by 
this  House  and  the  public,  that  ins  Majesty 
was    perfectly     recovered,      lus     Majesty 
not  only    continued    in  a  state   which  re- 
quired medical   guidance,  but    that    both 
Ur.  Simmons  and  his  assistants  still  were  in 
attendance  on,  and  possessed   a   controul 
over  his  iMajt  sty  ;  yet,  that  nevertheless, 
while  his  Majesty  was  still  subject  to  such 
personal  controul,  the  said  John  Lord  El- 
don, as  Lord   High    Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain,  did  receive  his  Majesty's  pleasure, 
on  divers  important  matters  of   his  Ma- 
jesty's Rogal  Government,  and  did,  in  vir- 
tue of  his  said  office,  perform  various  pub- 
lic    acts    requiring  the   sanction  of    the 
King's    authority. — 4thly,   Because   John 
Lord  Eldon,  having  so  conducted  himself, 
is  not,  in  our  own  judgment,  a  person  to 
whom  the  sacred  trust  of  acting  as  one  of 
her  Majesty's  Council    in  the  care    of  his 
Mtyesty's  person,  and  in  the  discharge  of 
the  other   most  important  duties,   by  this 
Act    committed  to   the  said  Council,  can 
with  propriety  or  safely  be  committed.— 
Grey,    Lauderdale,     Vassal    Holland, 
Erskine,   Rosslyn,    Derby,  Ashisurfok, 
PoNsoNBY,  PoNSONBY,  (of  Imokilly.) 


KING'S  ILLNESS. 

Evidence  of  Drs.  Willis  and  Heberden, 
as  given  in  the  Lords'  Committee,  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  Physicians,  who 
have  attended  his  Majesty  during  his  ili- 
ncss,  touching  the  state  of  his  Majesty' s 
health.     December  1  Sth,  1810. 

Die  3Iartis,  18  Decembris  1810. 

Dr.  Robert  Darling  Willis 
called  in  and  examined. 
YOU  are  desired  to  acquaint  this  Com« 
mittee,  whether  the  state  of  his  Majesty's 
health  is  such  as  to  render  him  incapable 
of  coming  in  person  to  his  Parliament,  or 
of  attending  to  any  kind  of  public  busi- 
ness .•' — His  Majesty  is  incapable  of  com- 
ing to  parliament,  or  of  attending  t©  any 
public  business. 
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What  are  the  hopes  yoTi  entertain  of  hisj 

iVL'jesty's  recovery  r— I  entertain  confi- 
cJenc  hopes  of  his  Majesty's  recovery  ;  the 
protraction  that  has  hitherto  taken  place, 
though  it  lessens  considerably  the  expect- 
ation that  the  recovery  will  take  place  in 
a  very  short  tirtje,  is  not  siifllcient  to  dirni- 
Jiish  my  confidence  that  his  Majesty  will 
uki niately  recover. 

-:.  ■  Do  yo)]  found  the  opinion  given  in  your 
answer  to  the  former  question,  upon  the 
particular  symptonis  of  his  Majesty's  dis- 
order, or  upon  general  experience  in  other 
cases  of  the  same  nature,  or  upon  both  ? — 
I  form  my  opinion  upon  both,  upon  my 
general  experience  in  cftses  of  mental  dis- 
ease, and  upon  the  particular  symptoms  of 
his  Majesty's  complaint. 

Whether  in  that  particular  species  of 
the  disorder  his  Majesty  has  been  afflicted 
with,  it  has  been  found  from  experience 
that  the  greater  number  of  persons  so  af- 
fected have  been  cured  ?^ — Confining  my- 
self strictly  in  my  answer  to  that  particu- 
lar class  of  the  disease  under  which  his 
Majesty  now  labours,  I  should  say  that  a 
very  large  proportion  recover. 

Can  you  form  any  judgment  or  proba- 
ble conjecture  of  the  duration  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ilhiess? — No,  I  cannot. 
.  Whether  so  far  as  experience  enables 
'you  to  judge  of  his  Majesty's  disorder,  you 
think  it  more  probable  his  Majesty  will  or 
will  nor  recover,  so  as  to  render  him  capa- 
ble of  attending  to  public  business? — I 
presume  that  my  answer  to  a  former  ques- 
tion is  an  answer  to  that.  I  consider  re- 
covery as  including  a  full  capability  of 
transacting  all  business. 

,  Whether  you  can  state  to  this  Commit- 
tee any  particular  cause  to  which  you  as- 
cribe liis  Majesty's  present  indisposition  ? 
— ^I  presume  the  extreme  distress  for  the 
illness  of  the  Princess  Amelia. 

Whether  any  change  has  taken  place 
in  his  Majesty's  indisposition  since  your 
last  examination  before  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil ?— I  can  hardly  state  that  any  mate- 
rial alteration  has  taken  place,  It  is  ex- 
ti;cmely  difficult  in  cases  of  this  descrip- 
tion to  measure  accurately  the  degrees  of 
amendment. 

Has  Dr,  Wilfe  attended  his  Majesty  in 
tlie  former  attacks  of  lh"is  disorder  r — I  at- 
teVided  his  Majesty  in  the  year  1801. 

In  case  of  a  cessation  of  the  disorder, 
would  great  interruptions,  or  such  as  would 
probably- arise  in  thti  exercise  of  his  high 
ptatioFi,  be  likely  to  produce  a  return  of 
tbe  di»Qid«r  ?->»-i  have  no  reason  to  think 
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that  it  would,  provided  the  recovery  i 
complete.  Relapses  have  not  been  pro- 
duced after  former  illnesses  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's complaints. 

When  Dr.  Willis  agrees  with  the  other 
physicians,  who  have  been  examined,  in 
assigning  the  immediate  occasion  of  his 
Majesty's  present  illness,  does  he  mean 
to  assign  it  as  the  primitive  cause  of  the 
complaint,  or  only  as  having  brought  intis 
action  a  disease  to  which  his  Majesty  had 
been  before  subject? — Certainly  as  bring- 
ing into  action  a  disease  to  which  his  Ma- 
jesty has  been  before  subject. 

When  Dr.  Willis  expresses  this  confi- 
dent expectation  of  his  Majesty's  reco- 
very, does  he  mean  his  final  recovery, 
without  the  probability  of  a  recurrence  o^f 
the  same  indisposition  ? — Certainly  not.  ' 
Should  his  Majesty  recover,  so  as  to 
fulfil  all  the  expectation,  which  Dr.  Willis 
means  to  express,  is  it  in  his  opinion  more 
or  less  probable  that  his  Majesty  would 
be  subject  to  similar  indispositions? — His 
Majesty  having  already  laboured  under 
four  attacks,  it  is  more  probable  he  wiU 
continue  liable  to  repeated  attacks. 

His  M^esty's  illness  having  been  im- 
mediately preceded  by  and  constantly  ac- 
companied with  fever,  arising  from  extra- 
ordinary susceptibility  and  nervous  irrita- 
tion, is  not  such  a  complaint  more  likely 
to  be  re- produced  from  external  circum- 
stances and  causes,  than  any  other  indis- 
position cf  the  same  class  r — It  is,  per- 
haps, a  medical  question  of  very  little 
moment,  whether  his  Majesty's  complaint 
is  attended  with  fever  or  not ;  in  my  opi- 
nion there  is  no  fever  present,  the  whole 
depending  upon  an  extreme  nervous  irrita- 
bility j  but  I  am  not  aware  that  his  Ma- 
jesty will  be  more  subject  to  relapse  on 
that  account,  than  he  would  be  if  it  arose 
from  any  cause  in  the  constitution  itself; 
it  appears  always  to  require  some  external 
cause  to  excite  it. 

Whether,  when  the  complaint  is  accom- 
panied with  that  exirerae  nervous  iiritabi- 
lity  described  by  Dr.  Willis,  it  is  not  more 
subject  to  be  acted  upon  and    increased 

causes'. 


and 


by  external  circumstances 
than  a  similar  complaint  not  so  accompa- 
nied ? — I  was  not  aware  of  any  similar 
complaint  that  can  lake  place  without 
being  accompanied  with  a  similar  nervous, 
irritability.  . 

How  many  relapses  have  taken  place  in 
his  Majesty's  present  disorder  since  his 
Majesty  was  taken  ill  in  October  last  ?«« 
There  have  been  two  rela^scis. 
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State  the  periods  of  those  relapses  ?  — 
The  15th  Nov.  and  the  5th  Dec.  were  the 
periods  at  wliich  a  considerable  degree  of 
increase  ofthe  symptoms  took  place,  which 
have  been  denominated  relapses. 
lV  Dr.  Willis  has  staled  that  his  Majesty's 
disorder  arose  from  extreme  distress  for 
4,he  illness  of  the  princess  Amelia,  the 
Committee  wish  to  know  if  Dr.  Willis  con- 
eiders  these  relapses  to  have  arisen  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  the  disorder,  or  whe- 
ther any  extraneous  causes  have  contri- 
buted to  occasion  those  relapses  ? — In  that 
extreme  state  of  nervous  irritability  very 
trifling  causes  are  sufficient  to  produce  an 
occasional  increase  of  symptoms  till  the 
recovery  has  advanced  beyond  a  certain 
period  ;  it  may  be  difficult  to  say,  there- 
fore, whether  this  increase  of  symptoms 
may  have  arisen  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
the  disorder,  or  from -ritling  circumstances 
which  may  have  produced  them. 

Did  not  the  first  relapse  occur  about  the 
period  of  the  princess  Amelia's  funeral.? — 
On  the  following  day,  or  the  day  after  that. 
When  Dr.  Willis  speaks  of  relapses, 
does  he  mean  relapses  after  a  cessation  of 
the  disorder,  or  after  a  remission  of  the 
disorder  ? — Certainly  after  a  remission, 
his  Majesty's  disorder  has  never  ceased. 

Were  there  not  exacerbations  of  his 
Majesty's  disorder  on  the  J  5ih  November 
and  the  5lh  December  ? — Certainly,  oi\ 
the  evening  of  both  those  days. 

Does  Dr.  Willis  consider  the  exacerba- 
tions which  took  place  on  each  of  those 
days  to  have  been  relapses  properly  so 
called,  or  such  paroxysms  as  commonly 
occur  in  a  disorder  of  this  description  ?  — 
I  consider  them  merely  as  paroxysms 
which  belong  to  the  disorder  itself. 

Are,  or  are  not  the  remissions  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's disorder  impeded,  and  the  pa- 
roxysms renewed  or  increased,  by  his  con- 
sideration of,  and  reflection  upon  his  own 
case,  under  all  its  circumstances  ? — I  am 
not  aware  of  any  particular  effect  that  has 
taken  place  from  such  considerations. 

Whether  in  the  course  of  Dr.  Willis's 
experience  in  disorders  of  this  jiind,  he  has 
had  occasion  to  observe  that  the  age  of 
the  patient  is  a  consideration  of  weight 
in  forming  expectatioris  of  recovery  ? — 
W^here  the  traces  of  age  can  be  discovered 
in  the  symptoms  of  the  disorder,  it  is  cer- 
tainly a  matter  of  great  consideration  ; 
but  in  his  Majesty's  situation  I  have  not 
discovered  any  traces  of  age  in  the  symp- 
toms ;  I  therefore  infer  that  his  Majesty's 
8^'e  is  not  a  matter  of  momeiiit. 


On  a  comparison  of  the  symptoms  «f 
his  Majesty's  present  disorder  with  those 
of  his  disorder  in  the  year  KSOl,  is  Dr. 
Willis  of  opinion  that  the  paroxysms  of 
the  present  case  are  more  or  less  severe 
either  in  degree  or  duration  than  those  of 
the  former  ? — The  paroxysms  in  this  dis- 
order have  been  more  frequent  but  not 
move  severe  than  in  1801,  nor  of  longer- 
duration. 

Have  the  remissions  in  the  present  dis- 
order been  of  longer  or  shorter  duration 
than  those  of  the  disorder  of  1801  ? — Hi- 
therto they  have  been  shorter. 

Whether  the  remissions  have  been  more 
or  less  complete  in  his  Majesty's  present 
disorder  than  in  1 801  ? — I  think  less  com- 
plete. 

Whether  the  disorder,  under  which  his 
Majesty  now  labours,  is  of  the  same  class 
as  that  in  1801  } — It  is  of  the  same  class. 

^yhelher  from  the  facts  which  Dr. 
Willis  has  collected  from  the  physicians, 
and  other  medical  attejidants  on  his  Ma- 
jesty, he  deems  this  disorder  to  be  of  thjB 
same  class  as  his  Majesty's  other  attacks, 
in  which'Dr.  Willis  did  not  attend  his Ma» 
jesty  } — I  believe  all  his  Majesty's  attacks 
have  ben  similar. 

How  far  in  these  disorders  the  experi- 
ence of  former  attacks  in  the  case  of  the 
same  patient  affords  an  indication  of  the 
probable  time  of  the  cure,  supposing  that 
a  cure  shall  be  ultimately  eilected  ?— It 
becomes  probable  where  the  symptoms  of 
one  attack  resemble  the  symptoms  of  a 
preceding  one,  that  the  progress  to  amend- 
ment, .wilt  be  similar  also. 

Whether  the  progress  toward  recovery 
has  hitherto  been  the  same  in  this,  as  ia 
former  attacks  ? — It  has  rather  been  more 
prolonged  than  in  1801,  but  it  is  further 
advanced  than  in  the  first  attack  in  1788  : 
I  cannot  speak  as  to  the  attack  in  I804-. 

Whether  the  difference  is  such  as  to 
afford  Dr.  Willis  any  ground  for  judging 
that  this  recovery  will  or  will  not  be  de- 
layed longer  than  in  the  former  attacks  ?• 
—The  difference  is  not  sufficient  to  enable 
me  to  form  any  judgment  on  the  subject. 

Whether  referriug  to  his  answer  given 
to  a  former  question.  Dr.  Willis  can  state 
Avhat  degree  of  protraction  in  recovery 
would  be  suificient  to  diminish  his  expec- 
tation of  ultimate  recovery  ? — My  opi» 
nion  would  be  rather  guided  by  the  symp- 
toms which  should  attend  that  protraction 
than  the  protraction  itself. 

When  the  approaches  towarck  recovery: 
are  more  likely  to  uianifesL  ihepsdyes  hy. 
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,  a  gradual  diminution  of  the  paroxysms, 
and  increase  of  the  remissions,  or  by  a  sud- 
den and  total  cessation  of  the  complaint  ? 
—Probably  by  the  gradual  diminution  of 
ihe  paroxysms,  and  the  lengthening  of  the 
remissions. 

At  what  time  did  Dr.  Willis  first  see  his. 
Majesty  in  this  disorder? — On- the  6th 
November. 

Was  that  in  a  period  of  paroxysm  or  of 
remission? — la  a  period  of  complete  deli- 
rium, under  the  first  paroxysm  that  had 
taken  place. 

Was  that  paroxysm  severe  ? — Extreme- 
ly severe  ;  his  Majesty's  life  was  in  great 
peril. 

Have  the  two  succeeding  paroxysms 
been  less  severe  ? — Considerably  less. 

How  far  in  the  instances  with  which 
Dr.  Willis  is  acquainted  of  persons  sufler- 
ino'  under  repeated  attacks  of  this  disorder, 
the  frequency  of  such  attacks  has  increas- 
ed or  diminished,  as  the  patient  has  ad- 
vanced in  age  ? — I  cannot  answer  as  to  the 
frequency. 

Haw  far  has  the  violence  of  the  attacks 
increased  or  diminished  under  the  circum- 
stance stated  in  the  former  question  ? — 
The  violence  has  increased. 

Is  it,  in  Dr.  Willis's  opinion,  a  circum- 
stance favourable,  or  otherwise,  to  the 
probability  of  his  Majesty's  recovery, 
that  there  "^should  have  been  such  an  as- 
signable cause  for  his  Majesty's  disorder, 
as  that  which  he  has  stated  ? — It  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  favourable  circumstance. 

In  surh  a  disorder  as  that  with  which 
bis  Majesty  is  alFected,  are  there  not  usu- 
ally certain  gradations  or  stages  tending 
to  a  hopelessstate  on  the  one  hand,  and 
to  a  recovery  on  the  other? — Certainly. 

Is  thQ  stage  at  which  his  Majesty's  dis- 
order has  arrived,  one  that  warrants  the 
expectation  of  progressive  amendment  r — 
It  certainly  warrants  the  expectation  of 
progressive  amendment,  because  it  is  the 
stage  through  which  each  of  his  Majesty's 
disorders  has  passed.  "  >v.; 

c  According  to  the  usual  gradations  of 
disorders  of  this  description,  is  it  or  is  it 
not  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Willis  that  the  next 
material  advance  towards  recovery  would 
be  a  state  of  convalescence,  or  a  state 
nearly  approaching  to  it? — Probably  a 
state  nearly  approaching  to  tonvaks- 
cence. 

Upon  comparing  the  present  stage  of 
his  Majesty's  illness  with  its  correspond- 
ing stage  in  1801,  does  Dr.  Willis,  or  does 
^e  nqt^eotgFifkin  au^g^uajly  favourabl*  ex- 


pectation of  his  Majesty's  recovery  ?— 
Comparing  the  two  stages  together,  I  have 
no  reason  to  have  a  less  fiivouiable  opi- 
nion than  I  had  in  I8t)]. 

Upon  making  the  same  comparison, 
does  Dr.  Willis  entertain  an  expectation 
of  his  Majesty's  recovery  from  his.  pre- 
sent illness,  wi'hin  the  same  period  of 
time  as  in  1801? — Perhaps  not  exactlj^ 
The  present  stage  is  more  remote  from  the 
commencement  than  the  similar  stage 
which  took  place  in  1801. 

After  what  period  of  time,  supposing 
no  material  abatement  of  his  Majesty's 
disorder  shall  have  taken  place,  would 
Dr.  Willis  cease  to  entertain  confident 
hopes  of  his  Majesty's  recovery  ? — I  must 
still  think  that  my  opinion  would  be  more 
guided  by  the  symptoms  that  were  then 
present  than  by  the  period  of  time. 

Dr.  Willis  is  desired  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion, supposing  the  symptoms  continued 
nearly  as  at  present?  — I  should  certainly 
begin  to  have  a  very  unfavourable  opi- 
nion of  his  Majesty's  recovery,  if  the 
usual  period  at  which  recovery  has  taken 
place  in  the  former  attacks  had  passed  by. 

What  do  you  conceive  to  have  been  the 
usual  period,  dating  from  the  con)mcnCe» 
ment  pf  the  complaint? — The  periods 
have  differed  :  in  17^8-9  it  was  nearly  six 
months;  the  other  periods  were  shorter  j 
I  have  spoken  of  the  longest. 

7^0  what  class  of  disorder  is  his  Majes-. 
ty's  present  indisposition  referable  ? — Ac- 
cording to  an  arrangement  in  my  own 
mind,  1  should  consider  it  as  a  derange- 
ment of  mind  closely  allied  to  delirium^ 
and  occasionally  falling  into  it. 

Does  the  species  of  disorder,  which  Dr. 
Willis  has  just  described,  differ  from  what 
is  usually  termed  insanity  ? — There  is  a 
wide  difterente  betwixt  them. 

Will  you  describe  generally  in  what 
that  difierence  consists? — It  consists  prin- 
cipally in  the  different  state  of  the  mind, 
and  the  different  state  of  the  constitution 
also.  In  delirium  the  mind  is  actively  oc- 
cupied upon  past  impressions,  without  any 
reference  to  present  objects.  A  person 
under  delirium  resembles  one  talking  in 
his  sleep ;  he  is  totally  insensible  to  all 
surrounding  objects.  The  bodily  health 
is  at  the  same  time  considerably  affected; 
great  restlessness  and  want  of  sleep.  In 
insanity  the  mind  is  acting  upon  some  as- 
sumed idea,  to  the  truth  of  which  it  will 
pertinaciously  adhere,  contrary  to  th« 
strongest  evidence  of  its  falsify.  The  in- 
dividual is  aware  to  all  surrounding  ob- 
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jectSj  the  general  health  may  be  little  or 
not  at  ail  impaired.  Taking  these  two 
points,  as  exireme  points,  derangement 
will  lie  scinewhere  betwixt  them,  partak- 
ing more  ojr  les3  ofone  or  the  other.  Tlse 
derangement,  which  is  the  object  of  this 
inquirv",  I  consider  partakinjx  of  delirium, 
but  never  partaking  of  insanity. 

From  which  of  the  ditltirent  species  of 
mental  disorder  that  Dr.  Willis  has  de- 
scribed is  recovery  most  prijbable? — From 
that  species  of  derangement  which  par- 
takes most  of  delirium,  provided  the  pa- 
tient survives  the  bodily  disease. 

Dr.  Willi',  having  madir-  this  division  in 
his  ow;)  mind,  the  Ciunmutee  wish  to  un 
derstand,  whether  he  considers  that  these 
thr  e  species  all  (lilft-r  from  ea*  h  other  in 
kind  or  in  degree  ? — The  three  are  per- 
fectly distinct  in  themselves  ;  they  may 
occasionally  run  one  into  the  other.  De- 
rangement, for  example,  may  become 
complete  delirium.  Delirium  may  pass 
through  derangem.ent  in  its  progress  to 
recovery,  though  not  necessarily.     , 

According  to  this  distribution  of  the 
subject,  by  what  term  does  Dr.  Willis  de- 
scribe that  general  class  of  disorder  of 
which  these  are  species  ? — I  never  have 
sutliciently  considered  this  subject  with  a 
view  to  classification,  and  a.n  not  pre- 
pared to  give  a  decisive  answer  to  the 
question. 

Do  not  all  tkese  three  species  fidl  under 
the  general  and  popular  designation  of  in- 
sanity ? — 1  believe  in  the  general  accepta- 
tion of  the  term,  delirium  would  be  ex- 
einpt.  Perhaps  the  other  may  not  have 
been  sufficiently  distinguished. 

Could  Dr.  \Villis  give  any  precise  defi- 
nition of  delirium  ? — Your  lordships  will 
see  the  extreme  dil^culty  of  giving  a  defi- 
nition unpremeditated,  I  cannot  venture 
to  do  it. 

Is  there  any  distinction  between  deli- 
rium generally,  dependent  upon  fever, 
when  ii  has  arisen  to  a  great  height,  and 
delirium  not  dependent  upon  such  a  de- 
gree of  fever? — As  far  as  the  sj'mptoms 
can  be  perceived  they  are  precisely  the 
same. 

Having  due  regard  to  all  the  circum- 
stances to  which  your  attention  has  been 
called  in  the  course  of  this  day's  examina- 
tion, and  especially  to  all  such  circum- 
stances (as  far  as  you  are  acquainted  with 
them)  which  relate  to  his  Majesty's  time  of 
life,  and  the  state  of  his  bodily  health,  his 
present  and  former  disorders,  which  have 
been  mentioned  in  this   examination,  the 
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nature  and  number  of  those  disorders,  the 


symptoms,  parox3'sms,  and  remissions 
which  have  occurred  in  the  course  of  them 
respectively,  and  the  comparative  pro- 
gress made  in  them  respectively  towards 
recovery  ;  you  are  desired  to  state,  whe- 
ther a  due  regard  to  any  or  all  of  such  cir- 
cumstances does  or  does  not  diminish  the 
conbdence,  which  you  expressed  in  the 
beginning  of  your  examination,  that  his 
M.vjtsty  will  ultimately  recover  with  a 
full  capability  of  transacting  all  bus-iness? 
— My  confidence  thai,  his  ^tlajesiy  will 
ultimately  recover  so  as  to  transact  all 
public  business  is  not  diminished  ;  but 
this  opinion  must  be  subject  to  the  uncer- 
tainty which  attends  all  medical  prog- 
nostics. 

Dr.  William  Hederden 
called  in  and  examined. 

You  are  desired  to  acquaint  this  Com- 
mittee, whether  the  state  of  his  Majesty's 
health  is  such  as  to  render  him  incapable 
of  coming  in  person  to  his  parliament,  or 
of  attending  to  anj'  kind  of  public  busi- 
ness ? — I  think  his  Majesty's  present  state 
renders  him  incapable  of  coming  in  per- 
son to  his  parliament,  or  of  attending  to 
public  business. 

What  are  the  hopes  j'ou  entertain  of 
his  Majesty's  recovery  ? — I  entertain  the 
greatest  expectation  of  his  Majesty's  reco- 
very. 

Do  you  found  the  opinion  given  in  your 
answer  to  the  foimer  question,  upon  the 
particular  symptoms  of  his  Majesi3''s  dis- 
order, or  upon  general  experience  in  other 
cases  of  the  same  nature,  or  upon  both  ? 
— I  found  my  opinion  upon  the  progress 
his  Majesty  has  already  made  towards  re- 
covery, upon  the  present  unimpaired  state 
of  his  Majesty's  faculties,  and  upon  the 
experience  afforded  by  his  Majesty's  pre- 
vious attacks  of  a  similar  kind. 

Whether  in  that  particular  species  of 
the  disorder  his  Majesty  has  been  afflicted 
with,  it  has  been  found  from  experience 
that  the  greater  number  of  persons  so  af- 
fected have  been  cured? — I  believe  they 
have. 

Can  you  form  any  judgment  or  proba- 
ble conjecture  of  the  duration  of  his  Mr 
jesty's  illness? — I  can  form  no  judgment 
with  regard  to  any  precise  period  for  the 
termination  of  his  Majesty's  indisposition. 
The  experience  of  his  former  attacks  af- 
fords a  presumption  that  the  period  may 
not  be  very  distant. 

Whether,  as  far  as  experience  enables 
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you  to  judge  of  his  Majesty's  disorder, 
you  think  it  more  probable  his  Majesty 
will  or  will  not  recover,  so  as  to  render 
hi  B  v-apable  of  attending  to  public  busi- 
ness ? — 1  think  it  in  the  highest  degree 
pro'.Mble  that  hi*  M*je-ty  will  recover, 
and  be  full  as  capable  of  atiending  to  pub- 
lic buiness  as  he  was  before  his  present 
attack. 

Whether  you  can  state  to  this  Commit- 
tee any  particular  cause  to  which  you 
ascribe  his  Majesty's  present  indisposition  ? 
— I  have  no  hesitation  in  attributing  his 
Majesty's  present  malady  to  his  anxiety 
on  account  of  the  late  princess  Amelia. 

Whether  any  change  has  taken  place 
in  his  Majesty's  indisposition  since  your 
last  examination  before  the  privy  council? 
— Since  I  was  examined  before  the  privy 
council,  his  Majesty  has  been  worse  for  a 
few  days,  and  has  subsequently  to  that 
been  again  better.  I  consider  his  present 
state  not  at  all  worse  than  it  was  at  that 
time. 

Did  Dr.  Heberden  attend  his  Majesty 
on  the  occasion  of  any  of  his  former  dis- 
orders ? — Yes. 

Are  the  symptoms  of  his  BIajesty*s  pre- 
sent disorder  of  a  similar  nature  with 
those  of  his  former  disorders  ? — They 
are  of  a  similar  nature  to  his  illness  in 
IBO^,  on  which  occasion  only  I  had  the 
honour  of  attending  his  Majesty. 

Are  the  paroxysms  of  his  Majesty's 
present  disorder  more  or  less  severe,  ei- 
ther in  degree  or  duration,  than  those 
of  his  disorder  in  1S04? — The  accessions 
and  remissions  in  his  Majesty's  present 
disorder  have  been  more  separate  from 
each  other  than  they  appeared  to  be  in 
his  former  disorder  in  ISO'l-,  but  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  violence  of  the  symptoms 
during  the  accessions  has  been  greater 
in  this  than  in  his  former  illness. 

When  did  Dr.  Heberden  first  attend  his 
Majesty  in  this  disorder  I — On  the  27th  of 
October  last. 

What  dp  you  consider  as  the  date  of 
the  first  paroxysm  of  disorder  .>' — "The  25th 
October.  ; 

How  long  did  that  paroxysm  continue? 
—Fifteen  davs. 

Was  it  more  or  less  severe  than  the 
succeeding  paroxysms  ? — It  was  more 
severe. 

Did  you  consider  the  symptoms  of  that 
paroxysm  as  being  ^vere  ?  They  ap- 
peared so  severe  as  to  give  his  Majesty's 
physicians  apprehension  for  his  life. 

Did  you  describe  them  to  any  persons  as 
being  peculiarly  mild  ?— Certainly  not. 


Was  the  first  remission  more  or  less 
complete  than  the  succeeding  remissions 
have  been  ? — It  was  not  less  complete,  nor 
can  I  certainly  say  that  it  was  more 
complete. 

Has  the  duration  of  the  successive  pa- 
roxysms and  remissions  increased  or  di- 
minished since  the  commencement  of  the 
disorder  ? — Tiie  duration  of  the  paroxysms 
has  become  less;  the  duration  of  the  re- 
missions has  become  greater. 

Has  this  progress  been  uniform  since  the 
beginning?—!  stated  in  a  former  answer 
to  the  Committee,  that  the  first  paroxysm 
continued  15  days;  the  subsequent  remis- 
sion continued  orTly  five  days ;  the  second 
paroxysm  continued  ten  days-;  the  second 
remission  continued  ten  days;  the  third 
paroxysm  continued  five  days;  the  third 
remission  still  continues,  I  consider  th« 
present  remission  to  bear  date  from  the 
night  of  December  10th. 

How  far  in  these  disorders  the  expe- 
rience of  former  attacks,  in  the  case  of  the 
same  patient,  affords  an  indication  of  the 
probable  time  of  the  cure,  supposing  that 
a  cure  shall  ultimately  be  effected  ?— It 
must  depend  upon  the  frequency  of  the 
repetition,  and  upon  the  accuracy  of  their 
correspondence  with  each  other.  In  the 
present  case  it  is  very  far  from  being  a 
sure  ground  of  judgment,  but  it  appears  to 
me  to  be  the  best  we  have. 

Dr.  Heberden  has  stated  that  he  consi- 
ders the  first  paroxysm  to  have  com- 
menced on  the  25th  of  October,  and  to 
have  lasted  to  the  9th  of  November;  the 
Committee  Mish  to  ask  Dr.  Heberden, 
whether  this  paroxysm,  during  which  his 
Majesty's  life  was  supposed  to  be  in  dan* 
ger,  was  not  of  very  different  degrees  of 
violence  at  dlfFerent  periods  of  its  dura- 
tion ? — Certainly.  At  its  commencement 
it  gave  his  Majesty's  physicians  reason  to 
hope,  that  it  never  might  arrive  at  so 
formidable  a  height  as  we  afterwards  wit- 
nessed. 

Does  Dr.  Heberden  recollect  on  what 
day  the  violence  of  this  paroxysm  be- 
gan ?— Its  violence  can  hardly  be  dated 
from  any  distinct  period.  On  the  8th  of 
November  it  seemed  to  have  attained  its' 
utmost  height. 

Has  Dr.  Heberden  any  recollection, 
that  it  was  communicated  to  any  persons 
resorting  to  Windsor  on  the  29th  Octo. 
her  or  1st  November,  that  his  Majesty's 
life  was  in  danger? — I  apprehend  there 
could  have  been  no  such  communication 
made,  because  at  that  time,  there  was  ao 
thing  to  justify  such  an  opinion*. 
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Does  or  does  not  Dr.  Heberclen  recol- 
lect that  the  repres;sitation  madr  to  per- 
sons resorting  to  Windsor  on  the  29th 
October,  and  1st  NoTcm-ber,  was,  that 
the  disorder  was  of  a  milder  character, 
though  ihey  could  not  state  to  what  ex- 
tent it  might  go?— At  that  time  I  was  the 
only  one  of"  his  Mjijesty's  physicians  pre- 
sent who  had  seen  him  under  a  similar  dis- 
order before,  and  his  present  attack  did  ap- 
pear to  me  then  to  be  less  violent  than  what 
I  had  witnessed  in  the  year  1804-.  Added 
to  which,  his  Majesty's  increased  age, 
and  his  defect  of  sight,  we  thought  might 
be  favc-.irable  in  keeping  the  disorder  al- 
together of  a  milder  character.  This 
opinion  was  stated  to  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters when  they  resorted  to  Windsor. 

Did  Dr.  Heberden  state  to  any  persons 
during  any  part  of  theTirst  paroxysm  of 
his  Majesty's  disorder,  that  its  symptoms 
Were  peculiarly  mild? — At  the  first  com- 
mencement of  his  Majesty's  present  disor- 
der, the  symptoms  appeared  milder  than 
in  the  year  1 804,  and  this  opinion  I  did 
communicate. 

Whether  Dr.  Heberden  does  or  does 
not  recollect  when  two  other  physicians 
were  called  in,  that  they  repeatedly  stated 
that  the  symptoms  of  his  Majesty's  dis- 
order were  of  a  milder  character  ? — I 
cannot  distinctly  state  that  they  did  make 
such  communication ;  but  in  the  very 
early  part  of  the  present  illness  we  have 
all  hoped  that  it  might  not  arrive  at  that 
degree  which  had  been  experienced  in 
his  Majesty's  former  attacks  of  the  s^me 
kind,  and  which  has  since  been  observed 
in  his  present  illness. 

Has  Dr.  Heberden  at  any  time  during 
the  continuance  of  his  Majesty's  first  pa- 
roxysm, heard  any  of  his  Majesty's  phy- 
sicians state  to  any  person  that  the  then 
existing  symptoms  of  the  disorder  were 
peculiarly  m.ild  ? — The  mildness  of  the 
symptoms  in  his  Majesty's  present  dis- 
order was  always  c«nsidered  with  refer- 
ence to  his  Majesty's  former  attacks,  and 
it  was  in  comparison  with  them  only  that 
the  symptoms  were  at  first  considered  to 
be  mild,  and  no  communication  expressive 
of  an  opinion  beyond  this,  was,  as  far  as  I 
am  aware,  made  at  any  lime. 

The  Committee  would  be  glad  to  know 
distinctly  whether  Dr.  Heberden  ever 
heard  the  phrase  stated  in  the  preceding 
question,  used  by  any  of  the  physicians  ? 
— I  do  not  recollect  ever  to  have  heard  it 
used. 

Have'  the  remissions  which  Dr.  Heber- 
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den  has  observed  in  his  Majesty's  present 
disorder  been  more  or  less  complete  than 
those  which  he  had  occasion  to  observe  in 
his  attendance  on  his  P/[ajesty  in  ISO^* 
— The  remissions  in  his  Majesty's  present 
disorder  have  appeared  to  be  of  longer 
continuance,  but  at  no  time  so  complete  as 
they  had  been  in  his  former  illness,  at  an' 
equal  distance  of  time  from  its  commence- 
ment. 

Will  Dr.  Heberden  state  to  the  Com- 
mittee what  was  the  whole  duration  of 
his  Majesty's  illness  in  1804? — I  waa 
first  called  upon  to  attend  his  Majesty  on 
the  12th  of  February  1804.;  and  I  be- 
lieve his  Majesty  presided  at  Council  on 
the  23rd  of  April  following;  I  should  con- 
sider the  interval  between  those  periods 
as  constituting  the  duration  of  his  disease 
at  that  time. 

At  what  time  did  Dr.  Heberden's  at- 
tendance on  his  Majesty  cease  ? — After 
the  period  when  his  Majesty  was  so  far 
recovered  as  to  be  able  to  transact  business 
at  any  period  of  any  day  :  he  still  retained 
such  marks  of  indisposition  about  him,  as 
made  it  expedient  that  some  one  of  his 
physicians  should  be  about  his  person  for 
some  months  afterwards.  In  this  situation 
I  was  in  attendance  upon  his  Majesty  sor 
late  as  to  the  end  of  October. 

Between  the  1 2th  of  February  and  the 
23vd  of  April  did  not  the  appearances  of 
disorder  continue  more  or  less  ? — I  believe 
that  for  some  days  previous  to  the  23rd  of 
April  they  had  so  far  ceased  as  to  make 
his  Majesty's  physicians  conceive  hina 
competent  to  exercise  all  the  usual  func- 
tions of  his  high  office. 

l^th  Dedember  1810. 

Dr.  William  Heberden. 

Again  called  in  atid  examined. 

Whether,  having  due  regard  to  all  the 
circumstances  to  which  your  attention 
has  been  called  during  your  present  exa- 
mination, you  entertain  the  ?ame  hopes  of 
his  Majesty's  ultimate  recovery  as  you 
did  bttore  your  examination  ? — I  do  en- 
tertain the  same  hopes  as  I  did  at  the  be- 
ginning of  my  examination. 

Mr.  FINNERTY. 
Cojirt  of  King's  Bsnch,  31   Jan.  1811.- 


Report  of  the  Proceedings  in  the  Case  ^ 

Mr.  Finnerty.  .    . 

Mr.  Bevan  prayed  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  against  the  defendant,  who  had  suf- 
fered it  4o   go  against  him  by  default — 
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The  indictment,  which  \va^  read  by  the 
proper  officer,  was  for  a  libel  on  the  Rii:;ht 
Honourable  Robert  Stewart,  commonly 
called  Lord  Castlereagh,  one  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's principal  Secretaries  of  S.ate,  which 
appeared  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  the 
last  year.  The  indictment  set  out  the 
whole  of  a  lon^^  letter  to  the  Editor  of  tliat 
paper,  signed  by  the  defendant,  in  which 
5he  libel  was  contained.  It  appeared,  that 
the  defendant  had  accompanied  the  ex- 
pedition to  Walcheren  for  the  purpose  of 
writing  a  narrative  of  its  proceedings, 
-  when  a  general  order  was  issued  to  Lord 
Chatham  and  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  to  en- 
quire of  all  the  vessels  which  composed 
the   expedition,  whether  a  gentleman  of 
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able." — Mr.  Garrow  had  no  affidavits 
to  produce  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  :— 
Bat  Mr.  FiNNERTY  put  in  a  very  long 
affidavit,  in  which  he  stated  that  the 
C  >urt  having,  in  an  applica;ion  by  him  to 
postpone  the  trial  of  his  cause  on  account 
of  the  absence  of  material  witnesses, 
thrown  out  their  opinion  as  to  the  calum- 
nious nature  of  1  he  libel,  he  had  thought  it 
most  respectful  to  the  Court  to  .sufler 
judgment  to  go  aijainsl  him  by  default, 
reserving  to  himself  the  testimony  of  such 
of  iiis  witnesses  whose  regard  '-o  justice 
would  induce  them  to  make  affidnvits  lor 
him,  and  the  present  oppnrtunity  of  jus- 
tifying the  whole  imputed  lil)el,  wiiich  he 
did    most    unequivocally.     The     affidavit 


the'name  of  Finnerty  was  on  board,   and  I  proceeded  to  state,  that  he  had,   at   the 
if  he  was   found  so,  to  convey  him  to  his  I  same  time  when  he  wrote   the  letter,   no 


Lordship  or  Sir  Richard,  with  a  view  to 
his  being  sent  home.  The  defendant  was 
accordingly  conveyed  to  Sir  Richard 
Strachan,  by  whom  he  acknowledged  him- 
.«elf  to  have  been  treated  with  the  greatest 
kindness,  and  was  sent  home,  as  speedily 
as  was  practicable,  on  board  a  revenue 
cutter.  The  letter  in  the  Morning  Chro- 
nicle, charged  as  the  present  libel,  con- 
sisted of  a  narrative  at  length  of  these 
fj.cts,  and  an  attribution  of  the  whole  mea- 
sure to  Lord  Castlereagh,  wlpo  must  have 
been  actuated  in  the  business,  the  letter 
observed,  either  from  a  desire  to  suppress 
the  truihs  which  the  defendant's  intended 
History  of  the  Expedition  would  have 
contained,  or  from  a  desire  to  blacken  the 
defendant's  character  by  so  obnoxious  a 
piece  of  persecution.  The  indictment 
charged    the  defendant  with    insinuating. 


intention  to  libel  any  body  ;  and  that  he 
had,  before  its  putylication,  consulted  an 
eminent  barrister  as  to  the  libello.us  ten- 
dency of  it,  v>'ho  was  of  opinion  that  it  was 
not  libellous;  that  the  defendant  was  no 
conspirator  in  Ireland  ;  tliat  he  was  invited 
to  accompany  the  expedition  by  Sir  Home 
Popham,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  narrating 
the  proceedings  of  the  expedition;  and 
the  affidavit  quoted  a  letter  from  Sir  Home 
to  that  effect : — tiie  deponent  solemnly 
declared  he  had  no  other  view  in  accom- 
panying the  expedition :  that  he  rejected 
the  proposal  of  Lord  Chatham  and.  Sir 
Richard  Strachan  to  publish  nothing  but 
what  had  undergone  their  revision  ;  that 
he  had  incurred  considerable  expences 
in  his  voyage;  and  that  the  prejudices 
which  had  been  excited  against  him  by 
the  order  for   his   quitting  the  expedition. 


that  this  measure  was  only  one  instance  of  I  had   deprived   him  of  500/.  which  he  cal 
a  course  of  oppression,  which  the  defend-     culated    he    should    have    gained    by   his 


ant  had  received  from  the  personal  malice 
of  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  that  his  Lord- 


intended   publication  ;    that   he    had  in- 
tended to  bring  an   action   against   Lord 


ship  had  been   guilty  of  great  villainy  of  j  Castlereagh  for  a  libel,  but   was  advised 


and  concerning. the  administration  of  Ire- 
land.— Mr.  Finnerty  wished  to  ask  Lord 
Bllenborough  one  question.— -Lord  Ellen- 
borough. — "  Have  you  no  Counsel .?" — 
Mr.  Finnerty.—"  I  have  retained  no 
Counsel ;  but  I  wish  to  ask,  if  Mr.  Clifibrd 
should  address  himself  for  me  towards  the 
technical  part  of  my  case,  whether  I  shall 
thereby  be  precluded  from  addressing  the 
Court  myself  in  mitigation  of  punishment?" 
—Lord  Ellenborough.  "  Yes,  you  will  : 
the  rules  of  the  Couj  t  are,  that  a  defendant 
ihay  either  speak  by  his  counsel  or  by 
himself,  not  by  both." — Mr.  Finnurty. 
— "  Then,  my  lord,  I  have  no  counsel,  and 
must  manage  \^9  case   as  well  as  I  aui 


against  it  by  his  Counsel;  that  he  did  not 
ac<:ompany  the  expedition  clandestinely  ; 
that  the  main  object  of  Lord  Castlereagh 
was  to  harrass  the  deponent ;  and  that  a 
noble  Lord  nearly  connected  with  Lord 
Castlereagh,  had  been  heard  to  declare 
in  a  public  coifee-room,  "  I  >vish  some 
man  would  shoot  that  fellow  (meaning 
the  deponent)  out  of  the  way."  The 
affidavit  was  then  proceeding  to  enter  into 
the  circumstances  of  the  trial  of  Mr.  Orr 
in  Ireiand  for  administeriq"  a  sediticus 
oath,  in  which  trial,  the  letter  in  the 
Morning  Chronicle  stated  the  verdict  of 
guilty  to  have  been  obtained  from  the 
Jury  by  promises,  by  threats^  and  by  in- 
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tbxlcating   them    with    liquor ;    and   was 
about  to  quote  two  affidavits  made  by  as 
many  of  the  jurors  to  this  eitt;ct,  when  the 
Court  objected  to  their   perusal,  as  irrele- 
vant.— Mr.  FiNNEBTY  observed  that  it  was 
stated  as  a  fact  in  the  imputed  libel,  that 
these    affidavits    were    made  ;    and     he 
thought  proper  to  verify  that   statement. 
The  affidavits  were  not   long. — Lord  El- 
LENBOROUGH  Consented  to  hear  them,  long 
or   short. — The    defendant's   affidavit  tra- 
velling still  farther  from  the  record,  hovv- 
everAs  it  proceeded, — LordELLENBOuoucH 
at  last  objected  to  trying  the  Government 
of  Ireland,  under  pretence  of  passing  sen- 
tence upon  the  defendant,  and  refused    to 
hear   any  more  affidavits  quoted  upon  the 
subject  of  Lord  Castlereagh's  conduct  in 
Ireland. — Mr.  Finnertv  said,  that  such  a 
liberty   had  been  granted   in  the   case  of 
Governor  Picton  ;  the  Government  of  Tri- 
nidad   was  fully    investigated    upon    the 
trial  of  that   man  for  torture ;  the  defen- 
dant's (Mr.  Finnerty's)  crime  was  merefy 
that  of  reprobating  a  man  who  pationized 
torture.    The  letter  in  the  Morninq;  Chroni- 
cle made  a  general  charge  of  cruelty  against 
Lord  Castlereagh  ;  and  the  defendant  was 
now   proving   particular  instances    of    it. 
— Lord  Ellenborough.     "  And  so  we  are 
to  go  through  the  whole  life  of  my  Lord 
Castlereagh." — Mr.  Finnerty   said,  that 
he  had  taken  particular  pains  to  square  his 
conduct  by  the  proceedings  on  the  case  of 
Governor  Picton   to   which   he    alluded ; 
where  the  defendant  having  suflfered  judg- 
ment to  go  by  default,  had  proceeded  in 
his  justification. — Lord  Ellenborough. — 
"  Mitigation." — Mr.  Finnerty. — "  In  his 
mitigatipn,   by  producing  the  affidavit  of 
Colonel  Draper,  which  went  to  rebut  Co- 
lonel Fullarton's  charges  by  a  recrimina- 
tion of  forgery." — Mr.  Justice  Bailey. — 
*'  Upon  a  general  charge,  you  cannot  go 
into    particulars." — Mr.     Finnerty    was 
about  to  reply,  when  Lord  Ellenborough 
observed,  that  the  Court  would  not  be  re- 
plied upon.      Counsel  at  the  bar  would  not 
reply  to  the  decision  of  the  Court ;    and 
though  greater  indulgence  was  allowed  to 
defendants  who  appeared  personally,  there 
must  be  a  limit  even  to  that.— -Mr.  Garrow 
now  felt  himself  called  upon    to  interfere. 
He  regretted  the  absence  from   indisposi- 
tion of  the  Attorney  General,  who  would 
have  conducted  this  prosecution  so  much 
more  ably ;    and  he  had  been  desired  by 
that  Advocate  to  give  (he  defendant  every 
reasonable  liberty. — Mr.  Garrow  thought, 
hoWerer,  that  the  Court  were  placed  in  a 


situ.ation  from  which  one  day  or  another 
the  public  justice  might  suffer.      The  de- 
fendant disclaimed  Counsel,  and  therefore 
every  allowance  was  made  to  him  ;  but  if 
such   an  affidavit  as  the  present  had  been 
put  in  by  any  Gentleman  at  the  bar,  the 
Learned   Counsel  did  not  he.«itate  to  say, 
that  it  would  notliave  been  suflered  to  re- 
main on  the  files  of  the  Court.      Was  the 
defendant,  then,  upon   the  ground  of  ap- 
pearing without  Counsel,  to  accumulate 
libel  not   only   upon  the  prosecutor,  but 
upon  every  person  whom  his  fancy  might 
suggest  to  him  ?  This  mischief,  their  Lord- 
ships would   observe,  was  not  cured   by 
merely  desiring  the  officer  to  pas;  by  the. 
improper   passages  of  the    affidavit — the 
whole  affidavit  was  on  the  file  5  and  it  was 
thus  in  the  power  of  the  defendant,  or  of 
any  body  else,  to  give  tlie  whole  as  a  do- 
cument  upon  the  Becord  of  the  King'.s 
Bench  Court.     Thus  it  might  be  published 
with  impunity.     The  defendantVaffidavit 
was  a  more  aggravated  injury  than  that  of 
which    Lord   Castlereagh    complained. — 
Mr.  Finnerty  complained  of  the  Learned 
Counsel's  want  of  liberality  and  truth,  in 
imputing  to  him  a  wish  to  propagate  new 
libels.    As  for  that  contained  in  the  paper, 
there  was  not  a  line  in  it  which  was  not 
true,  and  whici*  he  was  not  prepared  to 
prove.       He    had   received   injuries   from 
Lord    Castlereagh,    which     vvould     have 
goaded   any  other  man   into  madness,  or 
sunk  him  into  the  grave.— Lord  EllenbO' 
rough.—"  The  object  of  your  Affidavit  is 
to  shew  the  irritation   under  which  you 
were  when  you  wrote  this  letter  :  now,  this 
Affidavit  goes  very  far  beyond  this;  and  you 
had  better  prepare  another,  and  a  more  tem- 
perate one." — Mr.  Finnerty  asked,  how 
he  could  avoid  the  statement  of  all  the 
facts  which  appeared  in  his  Affidavit  ?-=- 
Lord  Ellenborough. — "  It  is  not  for  the 
Court  to  advise  parties.      There  is  excel- 
lent advice  to  be  obtained  at  the  bar,  not- 
withstanding you  have  been  advised  by 
one  eminent  Barrister  that  this  paper  is  no 
libel.     Prepare  a  new  Affidavit,  and  do  be 
upon    your  guard.      The   Court  have  ito 
pleasure   in  sending  you  back :    it  is  for 
your   own   good.      When   shall  you   be 
ready  ?" — Mr.     Finnerty    thanked     the 
Court  for  their  suggestion,  which  be  would 
adopt,  and  hoped  to  be  ready  with  a  new 
Affidavit  by  Monday  or  Tuesday  next.-^ 
Lord  Ellenborough. — **  Draw  an  Affida- 
vit, that,  instead  of  doing  you  harm,  shall 
do  you  good.      The  Court  don't  want  to 
have  you  hurt." — The  defendant  was  re- 
manded till  Thursday  next. 
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OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 


Portugal. — Extract  of  an  Official  Commu- 
nication from  /lis  Excellency  Lord  Wel- 
iington,  addressed  to  fiis  Excellency  D. 
.    Miguel  Periera  Forjaz. — Head- quarters, 
Cartaxo,  Jan.  5,  IS  11. 

The  enemy's  reinforcements  destined 
Tor  his  armj'  in  this  countrj',  and  which, 
as  1' informed  your  Excellency  by  my 
preceding  dispatch  of  the  29ch  of  last 
month,  were  then  on  their' march  through 
the  Valley  of  Mondego,  reached  the  River 
Alva,  and  the  position  of  Marcella,  on 
the  24tli  of  the  said  month,  they  crossed 
that  river  the  following  day  on  one  of 
its  fordable  parts,  and  continued  their 
march  to  form  a  junction  with  the  army. 
Colonel  Wilsen  has  fallen  back  to  Espin- 
hal,  and  crossed  the  River  Mondego,  as 
soon  as  he  heard  that  the,  said  troops  were 
approaching,  lest  he  should  be  involved 
in  an  unequal  contest,  being  at  the  same 
time  attacked  front  and  rear.  He  re- 
crossed  that  river,  however,  and  harrassed 
and  pursued  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  troops 
during  their  march  of  the  25th  and  26th, 
from  Alva  to  Espinhal,  took  some  prison- 
ers and  cut  off  some  of  the  enemy's  small 
detacliments,  which  fc!)  into  the  hands  of 
the  militia.  He  learned  from  the  pri- 
soners he  took  that  the  enemy's  force 
consisted  of  1 1  battalions  belonging  to 
the  9th  corps  of  his  army,  and  which  turns 
out  to  be  the  same  that  assembled  in 
Nantes  in  the  course  of  last  summer. — 
The  division  which  march  to  Pinhel,  and 
whose  advanced  guard  had  readied  Fran- 
cozo,  when  I  addressed  to  your  Excellency 
my  last  communication,  still  remained  in 
pinhel  at  the  time  when  I  heard  last  from 
gen.  Silveira,  whose  head-quarters  were 
then  in  Torrinha.  This  division  is  either 
the  second  of  the  9th  corps,  or  the  division 
of  troops  which  marched  to  Cardiges,  and 
returned  from  thence  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember, under  the  orders  of  gen.  Gar- 
daqne.  No  other  alteration  has  taken 
place  in  the  position  occupied  by  the  ene- 
my's army  since  the  date  of  my  last  letter 
to  your  excellency.  The  detachmeiy. 
which  marched  to  Castello  Branco,  imme- 
diately came  back  from  that  place,  and 
was  sent  thither  either  to  escort  a  courier, 
or  to  procure  infoi'raation. 


Spain  and  Fk.avc'e.— State  of  the  French 
Armies  in  Spain  ;  and  Account  of  their 
proceediv£S. — Paris,  \[)  Jan.  1811. 
(Continued frotn  p.  256.) 

Army  of  Catalonia.— On  the  lltli 
December,  General  Baraguay  d-'Hilliers 
detached  from  Gerona,  under  the, orders 
of  General  Clement,  a  column  of  1,200 
men,  to  advance  upon  Olot,  b}'  way  of 
Feiiu  de  Pallcrols.  Adjutant  Comman*' 
d.uit  Vigitr  moved  forward  with  ap  equal 
number  upon  St.  Laurent  de  la  Muga  and 
Massanet.  The  insurgents  were  routed 
and  expelled  from  Olct.— On  the  l-t-th 
December,  difierent  columns  were  sent 
into  the  mountains  to  disperse  the  bands, 
and  apprehend  their  chiefs. — On  the  I  3th, 
two  ships  of  the  line,  a  frigate,  and  about 
four  or  five  more  English  vessels,  appear- 
ed off  Palamos,  and  landed  900  English- 
men with  four  field-pieces,  to  the  west- 
ward of  the  port.  In  the  mean  time,  a 
frigate,  a  corvette,  and  a  brig,  made  for 
the  other  side,  and  landed  200  men,  it| 
order  to  take  possession  of  the  port: 
These  1,100  English  thought  themselves 
sure  of  success  ;  but  the  Chief  of  Battaiioi* 
Emyon,  of  the  third  corps,  who  had  posted 
his  battalion  on  the  heights,  seized  the  fa- 
vourable moment  to  fall  upon  the  enemy, 
broke  their  line,  drove  them  back  upon 
the  old  walls  of  the  town,  entered  the 
place  pell-mell  with  them,  and  pursued 
them  to  their  very  boats.  Of  the  IJOO 
English  that  disembarked,  SOo  were 
killed  or  taken  ;  and  it  is  not  quite  certain 
that  so  many  as  300  escaped.  The  next 
day  the  waves  threw  on  shore  a  number 
of  English  dead  bodies.  Five  Officers, 
including  Captain  James,  belonging  to  oae 
of  the  frigates,  several  midshipmen,  and 
150  soldiers,  have  Ix^en  marched  prisoners 
for  Perpignan.  We  had  8  men  killed, 
and  15  wounded.  The  Chief  of  Battalion 
Emyon  has  extremely  distinguished  him- 
self in  this  petty  combat,  in  which  he  dis- 
played equal  prudence  and  valour. — The 
English  vessels  no  sooner  learnt  the  dis- 
astrous issue  of  their  expedition,  than  they 
set  sail  and  disappeared.  It  were  to  bfc 
wished  that  the  English  naval  forces,  who 
tipon  this  occasion  thought  proper  to  quit 
their  vessels  and  fight  on  land,  were  fre- 
quently seized  with  such  fits  of  folly. 
(To  be  continued.) 


Published  by  R.  BAGBHAW,  Brj'dge'-Stieet,  Covent- Garden  r—Sgld  also  by    J.  BUD)),  Pall-Mall» 

LONDON :— PrinleJ  by  Ti  C.  Hansird,  reterborous'i-Court,  Fleet-Street. 


COBBETFS  WEEKLY  POLITICAL  REGISTER. 


Vol.  XIX.  No.  1 1 .]      LONDON,. WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  6,  1811.     [Price  Is.' 


ssyj 


SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 


The  Regency. This  subject  i?  now 

tirawiiig  towards  a  close  ;  but,  like  must 
other  pieces  of  the  kind,  it  {jiows  more 
and  more  interestiof];,  or,  at  least,  more 
and  more  curious.  'Ihe  people,  in  general, 
appear  to  be  resolved  to  be  merely  specta- 
tors; but,  at  any  rate,  letus  hope,  that  thi 
will  well  observe,  and  bear  in  uiind  what 
passes.  The  scenes  now  exhibiting  arc 
wholly  without  an  equal.  They  have  the 
decided  merit  of  originality;  though,  it 
mu5t  be  confessed,  that  they  are  not  cal- 
culated to  excite  surprise  in  the  reflecting 
mind,  seeing  that  they  are.  the  natural 
produce  of  the  iystem  that  has  existed  for 

the  last  26  yeai^s. 1  shall,  in  this  article, 

begin  again  with  some  observations  upon 
the  writings  of  the  venal  man  of  the 
CouruER,  who,  in  the  passage  that  I  am 
about  to  quote,  has  actually  verified  the 
soundness  of  the  opinion  expressed  by 
nje,  in  my  Register  of  Wednesday  last, 
at  page  229,  respecting  praises  of  the 
King,  brought  forward  in  support  of  an  ar- 
gument against  his  son,  and,  indeed,  against 

the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

1  there  observed,  that  it  was  base  in  the 
extreme,  and  that  it  was  always  so,  to  in- 
troduce, in  the  way  of  arguitient,  praises 
of  those  ivhom  no  man  dared  attack ;  and, 
on  the  praises  of  whom  no  man  dared  put 

a  negative. And    what  answer  does  the 

Tenal  man   give  to  this  ?     How  does  he 

attempt  to  refute  me  ? You  shall  hear  : 

• "  Restrictions  on  Calumny. — The 

*'_Weekly  Register,  of  Wednesday,  contain.; 
"  a  passage  plainly  avoioin^  how  much  it 
"  ivould  contradict  all  the  praises  of  the  King, 
*'  and  hold  him  up  to  execration  upon  a  review 
*'  of  his  conduct,  if  it  dared,  if  it  was  not  re- 
'<  strained  bif  the  fear  of  t'le  law.  This  pas- 
*'  sage  is  written  too  no  doubt  by  the 
"  Editor  of  the  Weekly  Register,  who  two 
*'  years  ago  publicly  and  personally  at  a 
"  County  Meeting  at  Winchester,  praised 
"  the  King  to  the  skies  on  account  of  his 
*'  amiable  qualities,  whether  viewed  as  a 
*'  man  or  as  a  king.  Mosi  honest  and 
"  consistent  Editor  of  the  Weekly  Regis- 
**  ter  I" Now,  what  aa.  answe?'  is  this ! 
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Thus,  you  see,  that  I  was  either  to  admit 
his  argument,  fo. aided  on  praises  of  the 
King;  I  was  to  admit  it,  expressly  or 
tacitly  ;  or,  1  was  to  be  charged  with  a 
wish  to  hokl  the  King  up  to  public  execra- 
tion;  and  that  I  was  only  restrained  from 
so  doing  by  a  dread  of  the  law.  This  is 
the  way,  in  which  this  venal  man  answers 
an  argument.  His  language,  and  that  of 
the  whole  of  the  hypocritical  tribe,  to 
which  he  belongs,  is,  in  fact,  this;  "  We 
"  rest  our  conclusions  upon  the  assertion 
"  of  the  virtues  of  the  King;  we  say,  that 
"  this  or  that  ought  to  be  done,  or  not  to 
"  be  done,  because  the  King  has  such  and 
"  such  virtues ;  if  you  contradict  us,  you 
'*  are  calumniators  of  the  King;  and,  if  you 
"  refuse  to  assent  to  our  assertions  upoa 
"  which  our  conclusions  are  grounded  by 
"  waving  the  discussion,  you  prove,  that 
"you  would  hold  the  King  up  to  publie 
"  execration  if  you  daitd."  This  is,  in 
fact,  their  language  ;  so  that  there  is  no 
escaping  them.  They  have  their  net  so 
set  for  you,  that  to  escape  it  is  abso- 
lutely impossible.  You  niAist  either 
yield  to  their  argument ;  you  must  ad- 
mit their  conclusions;  or,  according  to 
them,   you  are,  either    in  act   or  wish,  a 

calumniator  cftkcKing. As  to  the  vrords 

imputed  to  me,  as  having  been  spoken  at 
Winchester,  they  are  by  no  means  a  cor- 
rect representation  of  what  I  then  said  ; 
but,  what  if  they  were  }  How  does  it 
shew  any  inconsistency  in  me  ?  It  was  not 
to  the  praise  that  I  objected  ;  but  to  the  use 
that  was  made  of  it.  I  objected  to  its  be-, 
ing  broughi,  forward  in  the  way  of  argu-^ 
ment ;  to  its  being  made  a  ground  in  a 
controversy ;  because,  £\s  I  said  before, 
no  one  who  was  on  the  other  side  in  the 
controversy,  would,  if  he  could,  dare,  con- 
traaict  it ;  and,  for  this  reason,  to  bring  it 
forward,  in  such  a  way,  was,  I  said,  ex- 
tremely base  ;  an  opinion,  of  the  correct- 
ness of  which,  if  there  could  have  been  any 
doubt,  this    venal    man   has  now,  by    his 

own   act  completely  confirmed. But, 

the  great  objection  that  I  have  to  the 
using  of  the  King's  name  in  this  way,  is, 
that  it  is  pact  of  a  system  of  making  the 
King  a  screen  Jbr  his  mmisirrs.  The  doc«> 
M 
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trine  of  the  Constitutioa  is,  that  the  King 
can  do  no  wrong;  and,  it'  he  is  to  be 
blamed  for  nothing,  is  it  not  base  to  put 
forward  assertions  as  to  his  Qood  qualities 
in  defence  of  any  measures  that  have  been 
adopted  ?  Is  not  this,  in  fact,  making  him 
responsible,instead  of  his  ministers,  as  far  as 
it  is  possible  for  a  public  writer  to  make  him 
responsible?  However, this  is  the  course, 
that  the  whole  of  that  venal  and  corrupt 
and  hypocritical  crew,  who  call  themselves 
"  King's  friends"  have  pursued  for  many 
years  paslj  and  in  spite  of  all  the  exposures 
of  them,  this  is  the  course,  that  they  will 
still  pursue.  But,  the  imposture  has,  daily, 
less  and  less  success.  The  powers  of  cant 
daily  diminish  ;  and,  when  one  considers 
bow  long  the  nation  has  been  humbugg'd  ; 
.  when  one  considers  what  a  regular  syslcm 
cfchealery  these  venal  men  have  pur- 
sued ;  when  one  considers  what  complete 
masters  of  their  art  these  olir  English 
hj'pocrites  are  ;  when  one  considers  that 
hypocrisy  has  been  studied  and  taught 
by  them  with  as  much  labour  and  pain 
as  Newton  pursued  his  discoveries;  when 
one  considers  how  numerous  are  the 
teachers  and  practisers  of  thi*  art ;  when 
one  conriders  all  these  things,  one  can 
hardly  expect  the  cloak  to  be  completely 
pulled  oflP  in  a  day,  howevtr  resolute  the 
hand  that  attempts  it.  But,  imposture 
has,  as  I  said  before,  less  success  than  it 
had.  Scarcely  a  day  passes  without 
stripping  it  of  some  part  of  its  garments; 
and,  evenic,  events,  those  powerful  co-ope- 
rators of  truth,  are  steadily  at  work  to 
destroy  this  bane  of  the  countrj'.  There 
are  no  tricks  that  will  finally  keep  up  the 
imposture.  They  will  serve  for  a  while  ; 
they  may  defer  the  complete  destruction  of 
it;  but  destroyed  it  must  and  v/ill  be;  and 
we  shall,  at  no  great  distance  hence,  Jiear 
thousands  of  people,  who  are  at  this  moment 
the  dupes  of  the  venal  men,  expressing  their 
surprise  that  they  ever  could  have  been 
so  duped,  a;^d  venting  their  jUst  resent- 
iijent  against  the  cheats.  They  will  then 
be  just  as  much  distinguished  by  their 
resentments  as  the}'  now  are  by  their  cre- 
dulity ;  they  will  fl«ck  round  the  venal 
imposture    like    the  dupes    in   the   play, 

each   one    heaving    his    blow. This 

is  an  object  of  interesting  observation 
with  the  philosophical  mind.  The  man 
of  sense  will  not  he  disturbed  by  the 
tricks  of  these  venal  men  and  the  col- 
libility  of  their  readers.  He  will  coolly 
look  on,  and  see  the  thing  work;  being 
q^urte  sure,  that,  in  the  end,  truth  and  jiis- 
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tice  will  prevail,  and  that  he  shall  see  hy- 
pocrisy receive  its  reward.  All  that  such 
a  man'haa  to  do,  is,  to  lend  a  helping  hand 
in  the  way  of  exposure,  whe,never  occa- 
sion serves,  and  according  to  the  best  of 
his  means  ;  and,  without  feeling  any  great 
degree  of  anxietj/,  wait  the  natural  effect  of 
time.  But,  he  ought  to  77iiss  no  such  occa- 
sion ;  miss  no  occasion  of  sowing  the  seeds 
of  tio'ch  ;  having  done  that,  he  may  be 
mrc  the  haivest  will  come;  and,  he  has 
onlj'^  to  guard  against  the  indulgence  of 
impatience.  He  must  not  stop  to  see  the 
actual  effects  of  one  truth,  before  he  in- 
culcates another.  He  must,  like  the  pro- 
vident and  steady  cultivator,  prepare  for  a 
second  sowing  the  moment  the  first  is  in 
the  t^round.  His  calculations  of  produce 
ought  to  embrace 3'mj-5.  Truths,  like  trees, 
are  of  various  speed  in  their  progress ;  and,  'iX^ 
not  unfrequeutly  happen?,  that  the  slower  ' 
the  progress,  the  more  durable  and  more 

valuable  the  result. -I  never  liked  your '^ 

despairing  gentry  ;  your  gentry  thatthrovv'*'' 
up  iw  disgust;  which,  to  say  nothing  else 
of  ir,  is  sure  to  bring  somewhat  of  ridi- 
cule upon  those  who  fall  into  such  a  course 
of  proceeding ;  for,  the  world  wags  on 
w  ithout  ihem  ;  and,  if  they  cannot  cnange 
the  world,  why,  they  must  still  take  it  as 

it  is, The  way  to   succeed  in  any  thing 

where  sacccss  merits  praise,  is,  to  keep  stea- 
dily  on  as  Umg  as  it  is  possible;  and,  if  the 
endeavours,  thtis  made,  have  truth  on  their 
side,    it   is  very   seldom    that  they   will 

fail   of  success.  So  with  respect  to 

the  imposture  of  these  venal  writers,  what 
has  been  fir  years  and  years  growing 
together  is  not  to  be  destroyed  in  a  moment. 
But,  dropping,  incessant  dropping,  will 
wear  away  the  marble;  and,  if  one  once 
makes  a  f:iir  opening  into  this  hollow, 
ruiten,  vile  imposture,  away  it  goes  into  a 
million  pieces.  Within  the  last  six 
months ;  tiince  I  ~have  been  in  this  jail, 
see  what  has  been  done!  See  what  a' 
change !  See  the  many  many  things, 
which  the  people  behold  in  their  true 
light,  and  wiih  regard  to  which  they  were 
before  wholly  in  the  dark,  or  rather,  under' 
the  grosesl  deception.  Only  reflect  for  a 
momera  ;  look  for  six  months  and  see  the 
progress  that  truth   has  made  ;  and  thea 

despair   i»    you  can. My  attention  is 

now  called  from  these  venal  men  and  their' 
hypocritical  cant  by  a  measure,  which  has 
excited  more  surprise  in  the  public,  I  find, 
thi  n  it  has  in  me  ;  I  mean.  His  Royal 
Hliihiess  the  Prince  having  chosen  Mr.  Fer- 
ccvui  and  his  colleagues  tor  his  ministers. 
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More  than  four  persons;  or,  four,  at 
least,  could  now  produce  letters  from  me, 
foretelling,  nearly  a  month  ago,  that  such 

would    be    the     ca^ie. And,    .says    the 

reader,  how  did  you,  shut  up  in  a  jail, 
come  to  know  it  ?  Why,  a  jail  only  shuts  up 
the  body.  It  leax'es  the  mind  at  libertj- ; 
it  leaves  reason  at  large  ;  and.  reason  told 
me,  that  in  this  way  the  struggle  would 

end.- Upon  what  grounds  my  opinion 

was  founded  I  will  by-aiu!-by  state  ;  but, 
we  will  first  hear  what  has  betn  said  of 
this  measure  by  the  prints  of  the  contend- 
ing parties.  This  is  a  most  curious  atlair 
altogether.  It  will  make  a  great  figure  in 
the  history  of  these  times.  It  behoves  us, 
therefore,  to  put  upon  record  what  the 
leading  advocates  of  the  two  parties  say 

upon  the  subject. Yesterday  (Monday 

the  4th  of  February)  was  the  day,  when 
the  public  were,  through  the  pres^;,lo  have 
the  matter  broken  to  them.  Till  Saturday 
the  public  were  full  in  the  expectation  of 
a  change  of  ministry ;  a  total  change. 
After  what  had  passed  ;  after  the  manner 
in  which  the  Prince  had  received  the  pro- 
position of  Mr.  Perceval;  after  his  declin- 
ing to  see  him  ;  after  the  Protestor  his 
Brothers;  after  the  speeches  of  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan; after  the  Answer  of  the  Prince  to  the 
Deputation  tirom  the  two  Houses;  after  all 
this,  and  especially  after  the  charges  ,nf 
Lord  Gre}'-  against  Lord  Eldon,  the  public 
could  not  believe  it  possible,  that  the  pre- 
sent men  would  be  retaineil  by  the  Prince. 
Aias!  those  who  thought  thus,  knew  little 
((f  the  matter.  They  did  not  reflect 
at  all  upon  the  motives  of  action  in 
such  a  case.  They  did  not  see  into  the 
nature  of  the  Prince's  situation.  They 
knew  that  it  required  only  a  word  to  dis- 
miss the  ministers,  and  another  word  to 
choose  others;  but,  they  did  not  consider 
any  further  ;  they  did  not  take  into  their 
consideration  the  difficulties  that  would  at- 
tend the  pronouncing  of  these  two  words, 
or,  rather,  that  would  instantly  grow  out 
of  the  pronouncing  of  them. There- 
fore, the  news,  when  it  came  out,  produced 

universal  astonishment. ^The  iVJoRNitic 

Chronicle,  which  may  be  rcgardtd  as 
speaking  ojficiallj/,  the  sentiments,  and  ut- 
tering the  assertions,  of  the  OU  T  party, 
who  e.xpected  to  come  in,  endeavours  to 
put  a  good  face  upon  the  matter.  It  re- 
presents the  Prhice  as  having  taken  this 
unexpected  step  from  motives  of  filial  affec- 
tion, and  the  persons  kept  out  as  having 
highly  app'oved  of  his  conduct.'— — But,  we 
must  read  this  most  curious  article,  before 
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we   make   any   further  renaarks  upon  it. 


The  reader  must,  and  will,  regard  it  as  the 
Official  Declaration  of  the  OUTS,  especially 
of  those  persons,  who  were  embodying 
themselves  under  Lords  Grenville  and 
Grey,  who  have  been  aptly  enough  term- 
en  the  Twins  o(thn  Political  Zodiac.  I  beg 
the  reader  to  mark  well  the  contents  of 
this  article,  which  is  matter  for  hii,to-txy  ; 
and  the  sub.>tance  of  which  must  have  a 
prominent  place  in  the  historian's  ac- 
count  of  this  matchless   intrigue.— • 

*'  The  reports  made  to  the  Prince  of  Wales 
'*  of  the  progressive  amendment  in  the 
"  King's  health,  and  tlit;  hope  that  the 
"  Physicians  give  of  his  re-estabiishment^ 
'•  have  made  a-deep  impression  on  the  bieast 
"  of  his  Royal  Highness,  whose  feelings 
''  of  affection  atid  reverence  for  his  Father 
"  and  Sovereign  arc  nece.rsarily  combined^ 
"  with  the  sense  of  obligation  which  he 
"  owes  to  the  public.  He  had  thought  it 
"  his  duty,  in  the  contemp'ation  of  having; 
"  the  affairs  of  the  Realm  committed  to 
'''his  charge  fur  a  length  of  time,  and  in  a 
"  way  which  might  haVe  enabled  him  to 
"  exercise  liis  judgment  in  the  aduiinis- 
"  tration  of  the  Royal  Authority  for  thq 
"  honour  of  his  Majesty's  Crown,  and  the 
"  best  iuteresis  of  the  people,  to  lay  his 
"  commands  on  Lord  Grenville  and  Lord 
"  Grey,  to  make  an._  arrangement  for  a 
"  Council  that  should  possess  his  entire 
"  confidence ;  and  it  is  knowi»  that  these 
"  Noble  Lords  undertook  the  ta.sk;  fully 
"  sensible  of  the  irksome  and  arduous 
"  labour  they  had  to  fulfil,  but  feeling 
*•  that  it  was  only  left  for  them  to  meet 
"  the  awful  and  accumulated  difficulties 
"  of  the  crisis,  with  a  confident  expecta- 
"•  tion  that  their  e.\erlions,  under  the  re- 
"  stiaints  which  had  been  imposed  on  the 
"  Regent,  would  be  duly  appreciated  by 
"  the  country ;  and  at  the  same  time  with 
"  an  earnest  hope,  that  the  prospect  of  a 
"speedy  return  of  his  M.ijesty  to  the 
''  personal  exercise  of  his  Royal  functions 
"  would  make  their  services  unnecessary. — ^ 
"  ll  had  accordingh^  been  their  uniform  ad- 
"  vice  to  his  RoyalHighness  (and  in  which 
"  he  most  cordially  concurred)  that  when 
"  the  time  should  come  for  his  being  called:  ■ 
"  on  to  take  upon  himself  the  duties  of  the 
"  Regal  Office,  in  the  name  of  the  King^, 
"  he  should  examine  the  Physicians  to 
"  satisfy  his  own  mind,  and  be  governed, 
"  accordingly,  in  the  full  coiiviction  that 
"  there  might  be  more  detriment  to  the 
"  public  interests  in  a  temporary  change 
V'  of  system,  than  even  in  the  contiuuan'ce 
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**  for  a  short  time  of  an  erroneous  system. 
**.  This   examination    has   actually   taken 
f*  place  at  Carleton  House.     The  Physi- 
*<  clans    have  been   severally  and  succes- 
»'  sively  examined  by  the  Prince's  Chan- 
*'  cellor,   in   the   presence   of  his   Royal 
fi  Highness  ;  and  we  understand,  that  the 
<f'  result  of  that  enquiry  is,  that  though 
*' ihey  cannot   speak   with    any    greater 
**  degree  of  certainty  than  at  their  exanii- 
**  nations  before    the    two  Mouses,  as  to 
*'  the  precise   time  when  it  maj^  be  ex- 
"  peeled  that  his  Majesty  could  safely  re- 
*'  turn  to  the  exercise  of  his  Royal  func- 
"  tions,   whether  it  is  probable   that  he 
"  should  be  able  to  return  at  the  end  of 
''  two  monthsor  of  three  months,  yet  they 
*'  all  concur  in  expressing  their  confident 
*'  belief  in  his  ultimate  recovery. — In  con- 
**  sequence    of    this   opinion,   we   under- 
*'  stand,  the  Prince  sent  a  message  to  Lord 
*'  Grenville  and  Lord  Grey,  at  a  late  hour 
*'  on  IiViday  night,   announcing  to  them 
^'  his  determination  notto make  anj'  change 
**  of  Ministers  at  this  time.     The  message 
*'  was  conveyed   by  Mr.  Adam  and  Lord 
.*'  Hutchinson,  and   was  expressed  in  the 
"  most  handsome  terms  of  approbation  of 
.*'  their   conduct,    and    of  thanks   for  the 
^^*  readiness  with  which  they  had  yielded 
5*.to  his  request  to  form  an  arrangement, 
"  if  circumstances  should  make  it  proper 
"  for  him  to  interpose  his  own  judgment, 
"  as  to  the  fit  and  wise  system  of  niea- 
^*  sures  4o    be    pursued    on   the   present 
.*'  alarming  condition  of  our  aftairs  ;   and 
/^'  concluding   with    a   declaration   of  his 
**  unabated   confidence  in   their  wisdom 
'♦  and  ability,  to  conduct  the  Administra- 
"  tion  upon   principles  the  most  advanta- 
*'  geous  to  the  Crown  and  People.     This 
:  *'  intimation  Aviil   be   received  wiih  real 
♦'satisfaction    by   the    friends   of    those 
**  Noble  Lords,  who  must  all  feel   with 
*'  them  that  nothing  but  a  sense  of  impe- 
"  rious  duty  could  have  induced  them  to 
"  enter  into  office  in  the  dilemma  created 
"  by    a  temporary  defect    in    the   Royal 
"  Authority.    Three  months,  the  most  im- 
"  portant  perhaps  that  have  ever  occur- 
'^  red  in  our  history,  have  already  passed 
*'  under  a  total  suspension  of  the  functions 
V  *'  of    Government — and    another    month 
^K.**.must  necessarily    have    been  added  to 
<*the   delay,  if  the   Prince   had   yielded 
*'  to  the  patriotic  sentiment  of  his  mind, 
**  and  recurred  all  at  once  to  the  principles 
,  *'  upon  which    he  thinks  the  Administra- 
^:.,"  tiou   would   be  most   beneficially  con- 
-:/*  ducted.  &*i  much  time^would  have  beew 


"  required  for  the  re-election  of  those  who 

"  must  have  vacated  their  seats,  and  for 

"  the.  re-establishmtnt  of  the  routine  of 

"  office — a  delay   which  certainly  might 

"  he  productive  of  more  serious  calamity 

"  than  what  can  be  conceived  probable 

"  from    the    perseverance  in    the  system, 

"  until   the   hopes  held  out  by  the  phy- 

"  sicians  shall  be   realized  ;  or  until  lime 

"  shall  have  destroyed  these  hopes.     It  is 

"  a  moment  too,  when  public  business  of 

"  the  most  urgent  nature  calls  for  instant 

"  prosecution — and  we  need  not  add  that 

"  it  is   a   moment  when,  whatever   may 

"  have  been  the  rashness  or  the  folly  af 

"  embarking  in  the  career  of  the  present 

"  system,  it  is  too    late  to  interrupt  its 

"  march,  or  even  to  avert  its  issue— and 

"  above  all,  we  are  sure  the  whole  nation 

"  will  concur  in  respecting  and  applauding 

"  the   filial   and    afteclionate    motives  of 

"  reverence    to  his  Royal  Father,  which 

"  have  influenced  his  Royal  Highness  to 

"  take  this  step — The  noble  lords,  we  un- 

"  derstand,  received   the  intimation   in  a 

"  way  corresponding  with  their  high  cha- 

"  racter  and  their  just  sense  of  the  public 

"  interests.     They  had  the   hoqour  of  a 

"  long  audience  of  the  Prince  at  Carleton 

"  House    yesterday,   when   he   was   gra- 

"  ciously  pleased  personally  to  renew  the 

"  assurances   of  his   perfect   esteem   and 

"  confidence. — We  have  uniformly  stated 

"  to  our   readers,   that   if    circumstances 

"  should  force  his  Royal  Highness  to  call 

"  upon   the    Noble  Lords   to   take    upon 

"  them   the    administration,   they   would 

"  not    shrink    from    the   duty,   however 

"  arduous— and  that  they  would    be  pre- 

"  pared  with  an  arrangement  that  would 

"  give    equal     satisfaction   to   his   Royal 

"  Highness,  and  the  people  of  the  United 

"  luiigdom.     All  the  stories  in  the  Minis- 

"  lerial  papers   of  cabals  and  differeitce* 

"  aboutthe  adjustmentof  places  are  totally 

"  false.     There  was  no  contention  what- 

"  ever  :  indeed  the  minus  of  men  must  be 

"  singularly    composed,  who,   at  such    a 

"  period,  should  be   ready  to  jostle  for  si- 

"  tuations.     In   fact,  however,  it  was  an 

"  arrangement  to   be  made  of  one  united 

"  compact  body  of  men,  all  holding  the 

"  same  principles,  aiid  ail  animated  by  the 

"  same  views  ;  there  was  no  contrariety  of 

"sentiment   whatever;    and  an  Adminis- 

"  tration  of  more  internal  strength,  by  the 

"  ties  of  mutual  friendship — of  more  pub- 

"  lie  influence  by  talents,   integrity,  and 

"  stake  in  the  country,  never  has  been  sub- 

"  tailted  to  any  Prince.   .  We  s»y  so  u^ucj^^' 
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^«  from  t»hat  we  hear  of  the  public  func- 
»*tioriaries;  for  we  believe  that  the  ar- 
'*  rangement  did  not  go  lower,  an;!  that  it 
"  w';is  never  formally  presented  to  the 
"  Prince  for  his  approbation.— The  pro- 
**  ceedings  which  remain  to  be  pursued  on 
"  the  Regency  Bill  are  few.  The  Reso- 
'*  lution  for  putting  the  Gre^t  Seal  to  the 
<*  Bill,  though  unwarranted  by  any  pre- 
"  cedent,  or  by  any  analogy  in  the  books, 
"will  pass  the  two  Houses  this  day  ;  and 
*'  the  Regent  may  be  sworn  in  before  the 
•<  Privy  Council  to-morrow.  It  will  be 
•*  then  for  Mr.  Perceval  and  his  friends  to 
*"■  submit  to  his  Royal  Highness  their  fur- 
"  ther  plan  of  proceedings  ;  but  whether 
"  they  will  propose  to  him  a  short  pro- 
*'  rogation,  or  only  an  adjournment  for  a 
"  day  or  two,  we  shall  not,  from  obvious 
"  motives  of  delicacy,  presume  to  antici- 
'"  pate. 

"  It  is  certain  that  up  to  four  o'clock  In 
*'  the  afternoon  of  Saturday  ministers  had 
"  made  preparations  for  their  retreat,  and 
*'  with  some  of  those  preparations  the  pub- 
"  lie  will  in  due  time  be  made  acquainted. 
*'  Whether  they  will  still  retire,  notwith- 
"  standing  the  determination  of  his  Royal 
"  Highness  to  keep  them,  if  they  think 
"  proper,  we  shall  probably  learn  in  the 
"  course  of  this  day  or  to-morrow.—" 
— —Reader,  was  there  ever  so  miserable 
an  attempt  as  this  to  disguise  a  defeat? 
The  tale  is  perfectly  piteous.  It  is  la- 
mentable. One  almost  feels  compassion 
for  the  persons  who  could  condescend  to 
dictate  or  to  pen  it. — —Let  us,  however, 
'as  being  a  tale  of  woe,  as  being  the  de- 
fence of  the  unfortunate,  hear  it  with  pa- 
tience, and  so  far  treat  it  with  respect  as 
to  bestow  on  it  a  few  short  observations, 
though,   in   reality,  it  stands  in  need  of 

none. We  are  first  told,  that  the  Twin 

Lords  x'eceived  the  commands  of  the 
Prince  to  form  a  ministry  for  him,  and  that 
they  had  done  so  ;  but,  that,  at  the  same 
time,  they  earnestly  hoped,  that  the  King's 
speedy  recovery  would  prevent  the  neces- 
sity of  their  coming  into  office. Well, 

now  suppose  this  last  assertion  to  be  true, 
in  the  face  of  all  the  earnest  endeavours 
that  have  been  used  to  inculcate  the  notion 
(and  a  very  proper  notion,)  that,  even  in 
case  of  a  recovery,  the  King  ought  not  to 
be  called  upon  to  resume  the  royal  autho- 
rity for  some  time;  in  the  face  of  the 
charges  against  Lord  Eldon;  in  the  face 
of  all  that  we  have  seen,  supposing  it  to 
be  true,  that  these  two  Lords  earnestly 
hoped)  that  the  King  might  be  brought  out 


again  to  business  speedily  •  suppose  this  * 
sttll,  it  seems,  they  h^d  got  theirnexu  ttiinis' 
try  ready,  and  had  been  commanded  to  get 
one  ready,  and,  we  shall  see,  by-and-by, 
how  this  squares  with  the  rest  of  the  tale. 

An  examination  of  the  Physicians,  by 

the  advice  of  these  Lords,  took  place. 
The  result  was,  that  there  was  no  certainty- 
when  the  recovery  would  take  place  j  it 
might  be  two  months,  or  three  vionths,  or 
longer  ;  and,  this  being  the  case,  the  Prince 
resolved  to  keep  in  the  present  ministry,  which 
was  very  wise,  and  was  highly  approved  of 
by  these  Lords,  because  it  would  have  taken 
a  month  to  settle  the  new  ministry,  and  it 
was  better  to  let  a  bad  system  go  on  unin- 
terrupted than  suspend  it /or  a  short  time, 
and  because  the  keeping  in  of  the  King's 
servants  was  a  mark  of  filial  affection  in 
the  Prince  towards  his  father  which  all  the 

nation  must  approve  of. Aye,  this  is  a^ 

very  pretty  story  ;  but,  the  worst  of  it  is, 
it  will  not  bear  the  test  of  dates  ;  for,  as  to 
the  result  of  the  examination  of  the  Phy- 
sicians at  Carleton  House,  as  here  stated, 
it  is  precisely  the  sume  as  that  of  the  Exdird' 
nation  of  them  by  the  Lords'  Committee,  which 
took  place  six  weeks  ago.  How,  then, 
could  this  examination  have  produced  any 
change  in  the  intention  of  the  Prince  as  to 
the  forming  of  a  ministry  ?  The  Exami- 
nation before  the  Lords'  Committee,  as 
will  be  seen  in  the  Report  (See  Part  1,  of 
Vol.  18,  of  the  Pari.  Debates,  p.  202) 
amounts  to  precisely  the  same  as  the  exa- 
mination is  said  to  have  done  at  Carleton 
House.  In  both,  the  opinions  of  all  the 
Physicians  went  to  ultimate  recovery  ;  and, 
as  to  the  time,  they  are  no  more  precise  in 
the  latter  case   than  they   were    in    the 

former. Now,  then,  let  it  be  observed, 

that  the  Resolutions  relative  to  the  plan  of 
a  Regency  were  not  presented  to  the 
Prince  till  long  after  the  Examination  be- 
fore the  Lords'  Committee,  which  took 
place  on  the  17th  of  December;  and,  of 
course,  the  Prince  could  not  give  his  com- 
mands about  a  new  ministry,  untill  he  had 
accepted  of  the  Office  of  Regent ;  so  that, 
it  follows,  of  course,  that,  when  he  gave 
his  commands  to  form  a  ministry  for  him, 
he  h».d  just  the  same  prospect  before  him  as  to 
his  father's  recovery  that  he  had  on  Friday  last. 
— — This  at  once  knocks  up  all  the  misera- 
hie  pretence  about  a  change  of  views  in 
the  Prince  proceeding  from  the  examina- 
tion of  the  Physicians  at  Carleton  House. 
The  examination  upon  oath  before  the 
Lords'  Committee  represents  the  King  as 
getting  belter,  a»  improving,  all  the  Physi- 
\ 
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ciajos-say,  and  swear,  thf^t  they  look  confi- 
dently to  uUimute  recovery,  but  that  the 
time  leq^uired  for  it  may  be  louycr  or 
.shorter.  An  J,  is  not  the  same  result  said 
tt)  have  appeared  at  Carleton  House  ?  Is 
there  any  thing  nav  that  has  come  out  of 
that  examination  r  And,  who,  then,  can 
be  so  very  stupid  as  to  believe,  that  the 
change  in  the  Prince's  intention  as  to  his 
ministers  has  grown  out  of  the  examina- 
tion at  Carleton  Flouse  ? — These  same  facts, 
and  precisely  the  same  reasoning,  apply 
to  what  Is  said  by  the.  Morning  Chronicle 
with  regard  to  the  motive  q^  "  Jitial  affcciion 
*' m  the  Prince. towards  his  father."  If 
this  motive  has  rtow  induced  him  to  ksep 
in  the  present  men,  how  came  it  to  have 
no  weight  with  hun  a  fortnight  or  a  month 
ago?  The  motive  is  childish.  It  might 
do  well  enough  in  common  life,  where  a 
man  has  toothing  but  his  family's  interest 
to  set  against  any  supposed  predilection 
of  his  fa'her;  but,  in  the  case  of  the 
Prince  it  is  something  a  great  deal  worse 
thnn  childish  to  suppose  that  it  could  have 
any  operative  effect;  for,  if  he  did,  as. we 
are  here  told  he  did,  "  look  upon  Lords 
Grenville  and  Grey  as  the  fittest  persons 
to  advi.se  him  in  this  "  aivful  crisis  of  the 
"  couiitry/.^'  what  are  the  people  to  think  of 
his  sctiing  those  Lords  aside,  and  keeping 
in  the  present  men,  because  the  putting  of 
them  out  would  be  likely  togiveoUence  to 
his  father ;  especially  after  he  himsolf,  has, 
in  so  solemn  a  manner,  declared,  that  all 
the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  the  crown 
are  vested  there  for  the  bctiefit  of  the  people, 
and  in  that  light  o?.'/j/are  sacred  ?  Oh,  no  ! 
This  will  never  do;  and,  therefore,  this 
notion  of  the  motive  of"  JiUal  affection," 
must  be  regarded  as  a  mere  invention  for 
the  purpose  of  accounting  for  the  change 
in  the  Prince's  choice  in  a  way  the  least 
humilia'Ling  to  those,  whoai  he  has,  at  last, 
rejected,  and  whose  chagrin  it  is  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Morning  Chronicle  to  disguise, 
not  considering,  perhaps,  that,  in  ascrib- 
ing such  motives  of  action  to  the  Prince, 
inferences  very  injurious  to  him,  as  regards 

the  people,  are  clearly  conveyed. But, 

if  we  were  to  admit,  for  argument  sake, 
that  such  motives  have  produced  this 
change  in  his  choice,  how  unaccountable 
does  his  conduct  then  appear,  seeing  that 
the  same  motives  ought  to  have  operated, 
if  at  all,  at  every  stui^e  of  the  proceedings  ? 
If  he  is  HOW  induced  to  keep  in  the  present 
men  because  the  putting  of  them  out 
would  be  offensive  to  his  father,  would 
give  pain  to  his  father,  why  did  not  this 


motive  weigh  v.'ith  him  before,  and  prevent 
him  from  giving  his  commands  to  the 
Twin  Lords  to  form  a  ministry  for  him  ? 
The  hopci  and  expectations  of  recovery 
were  t!ie  same  a  month  ago  that  they  are 
now.  They  were  szvorn  to  before  the  com- 
raands  to  form  a  ministry  could  possibly 
have  been  given  by  the  Prince.  But,  at 
any  rate,  what  no  one  will  attempt  to 
deny  is  this:  that,  from  first  to  last,  all  the 
Phj'sicians,  in  all  their  examinations,  have 
distinctly  declared  their  coafident  opinion, 
that  .the  King  will  ULTIMATELY  reco- 
ver. Now,  this  being  the  case,  what  be- 
comes of  the  motive  ascribed  to  the  Prince 
by  the  Morning  Chronicle?  Whac  be- 
comes of  this  motive,  which  the  Chronicle 
says  will  be  applauded  by  the  ,vhole  coun- 
try ?  At  every  stage,  all  tlie  Physicians 
declared,  in  a  manner  the  most  utcided, 
that  they  rolled  oa  ultimate  recovery  ; 
therefore,  as  the  Prince  must  be  well 
aware,  that  the  King's  feelings  vould  be 
hurt,  if  hurt  at  all,  by  the  dismission  r.f  his 
servants,-  and  that  this  pain  woula  take 
place  whenever  the  recovery  came,  s  it  not 
most  pitiful  to  pretend  that  the  change  of 
intention  has  arisen  from  the  motive  of 
"filial  affection?"  Just  as  if  that  motive 
would  nut  have  restiained  him  from  giving 
his  commands  to  form  a  new  ministry,  if  it 
has  now  restrained  him  from  putting  out 
the  King's  servants.  What  had  time  to  do 
with  the  matter  ?  What  was  the  conse- 
quence whether  he  gave  his  father  pain  at 
the  end  of  two  months  or  at  the  end  of 
six  months  ?  The  nature  and  the  quan- 
tity of  the  pain  would  have  been  exactly 
the  same.  What  !  will  the  Morning 
Chronicle  accompany  with  praises  of  the 
Prince  an  assertion,  that  he  would  run  the 
risk  of  giving,  nay,  that  he  would  actually 
give,  his  father  that  pain  at  the  end  of  « 
year  which  he  would  not  give  him  at  the 
end  of  a  month  ?• No  :  this  is  too  pal- 
pable. This  pretence  ;  tJiis  attempt  to 
break  the  fall  of  the  rejected  party  is  too 
grossly  absurd  to  be  entertained  for  a  mo- 
ment.  With  regard  to  the  real  motives, 

by  which  the  Prince  was,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, actuated  in  the  change  of  his  in- 
tention, we  will,  by-and"by,  offer  an  obser- 
vation or  two  ;  but,  we  have  not  yet  done 

with    the    Morning    Chronicle. The 

Prince,  we  are  told,  notified  this  change  of 
intention  to  the  two  noble  Lords,  "  in  the 
"handsomest  manner."  Oh,  aye!  Til 
warrant  him.  He  has  not  lived  ^r/j/  eight 
years  in  the  court  of  George  the  Third 
without  .knowing  how  to  do  such  a  thing 
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handsomely.  Earl  Grey  (then  Lord  How- 
ick,)  when  he  announced  his  own  dismis- 
sion to  the  House  of  Commons,  also  spoke 
o(  the graciousness  o(  the.  King  to  liini  per- 
sonally. Aye ;  but  the  dismission  took 
place.     Words  cost  nolhing.    It  is  from 

acts  that  we  ought  to  judge. But,  we 

are  told  b}'^  this  writer,  that  the  Prince  has 
assured  the  two  noble  Lords,  that  he  will, 
if  the  King's  illness  should  be  of  long 
duration,  avail  himself  of  theiradvice  ;  that 
IS  to  say,  that  he  will  have  them  for  his 
ministers,  and,  of  course  will  turn  off  his 

father's    servants. As     to     their     ever 

bfeing  the  ministers  of  the  Prince  we 
will  inquire  into  the  probability  by- 
and-by ;  buj,  as  to  his  having  as- 
sured them,  that  he  will  have  them, 
in  case  of  a  lengthened  duration  of  his  fa- 
ther's illness,  the  supposition,  especially 
when  taken  into  view  along  with  the 
other  statements  in  this  article,  is  an 
butrage  to  common  sense.  What!  "filial 
"'affection  for  his  father"  restrains  him  from 
turning  out  jhiii  servants  at  this  moment ; 
but,  it  does  not  restrain  him  from  telling 
the  world,  and,  of  course,  that  same  father, 
that  he  will  do  it,  if  he  has  a  prospect  of 
possessing  the  poiver  of  so  doing  for  any 
length  of  time  !  And  this,  if  the  declaration 
were  made,  the  father  must  know  the  mo- 
ment he  is  restored  to  the  use  ofhis  reason, 
and,  perhaps,  before  he  is  so  perfectly  re- 
stored to  it  as  not  to  be  in  imminent  dan- 
ger of  a  relapse.  The  father,  that  father 
towards  whom  the  Prince,  as  we  are  here 
told>  has  so  much  of  "filial  affection,"  is, 
upon  his  recovery  to  find;  what  ?  Not  that 
his  son  has  turned  oft'  his  servants.  No  : 
he  is  to  be  spared  that  pain.  He  is  not  to 
find  that.  But,  according  to  this  writer, 
he  is  to  find,  that  his  son  has  declared,  that 
he  would  have  turned  out  these  servants  if 
he  had  had  the  power  for  z.ny  length  of 
time;  a^d,  he  is  to  find  too,  that  his  son 
would  have  tJiken  in  those  whom  his  father 
lately  turned  out,  because  their  principles 
are  best  calculated  to  rescue  the  country 
from  the  perils  with  which  it  is-?nrrounded ; 
Tye',  he  is  to  find,  clearly  recorded  by  in- 
ference in  a  declaration  of  his  son,  that  it 
"would  be  good  for  the  country  if  he   had 

not  recovered. -Was    there  ever   any 

thing  more  monstrous  than  this  ?  Was 
there  ever  any  thing  more  revolting  to  all 
just  sense  of  feeling?  Is  it  possible  to 
place  His  Royal  Highness  in  a  worse  light 
than  he  has  here  been  placed  by  this 
writer?  AnA  fcyr  what  ?  What  have  these 
pretended  motives  been  conjured  up  for  ? 


For  what  birt  to  pcUUulc:  the  humiliation  6f 
tite  party  rejected.  The  real  viotives,  of 
which  we  will  speak  by-and-by,  wo».^ld 
not  answer  this  purpose.  Other>,  there- 
fore, were  to  be  discovered;  and  i  aitl 
persuaded,  the  reader  will  agree,  thor,  itt 
the  selection,  it  was  almost  impossible  trt 
shew  less  regard   for  the  character  of  the 

Prince. -Now,  before  we  come  to  our 

observations  upon  the  real  cause  of  this 
alteration  in  the  Piince's  intention  as  t(i 
a  change  of  the  niinistr}'^,  let  us  put  upon 
record  the  answer  which  the  Courier 
gives  to  the  article  above  quoted  from  the 
Morning  Chronicle,  which  article  it 
very  properly  stiles  the  3Iaiiifesto  of  those', 
who  have  had  the  delicious  cup  of  place 
and  power  and  profit  and  patronage  dashed 
from  their  lips.  This  article  of  the 
Courier  is  a  stinger.  The  writer  speaks  in 
the  voice  of  triumph;  he  laughs  and  scoffs 
at  his  opponent,  and  well  he  may.  The 
victory  is  so  clearly  on  his  side.  It  is  So 
complete;  that  if  he  did  not  exult,  he 
would  exhibit  an  instance  of  magnanimit}'- 
by  no  means  to  be  expected  from  hijn. — — 
'*  We  stated  on  Thursday  that  tb€  dismis- 
"  sion  of  the  present  Ministers  was  intend- 
"  ed  as  soon  as  the  Regency  Bill  had  re- 
"  ceived  the  Royal  Assent. — Something 
"  like  an  oflficial  notification  to  that  efJec; 
"  was  conveyed  to  them,  and  they  had 
"  made  the  necessary  preparation  in  their 
"  respective  offices.  "  'I'he  Prince  had 
"  "  laid  his  commands  upon  Lords  Gren- 
"  "  ville  and  Grey  to  make  an  an  an  ge- 
"  "  ment  for  a  Council  that  should  possess; 
"  "  his  entire  confidence,  and  these  Noble 
"  "  Lords  undertook  the  task."  This  has 
"  been  oflicially  stated  to  day.  In  conse- 
"  quence  of  his  Royal  Highness's  com- 
"  mands  an  arrangement  was  formed. 
"  Lord-  Grenville  was  to  be  the  Prime  Mi- 
"  nister.  Earl  Grey  holding  the  same  situ- 
"  ation  he  did  before.  Lord  Grenville, 
"  however,  is  said  to  have  at  first  express- 
"  ed  his  doubts  whether  so  immediate  a 
"  change  of  Ministers  would  be  advisable. 
"  But  the  Foxites,  always  rapacious  and 
"  thirsting  for  place,  maintained  a  con- 
"  trary  opinion — they  were  for  immediate 
"  dismissal,  and  Lord  Grenville's  doubts 
"  were  removed.  But  the  Regent,  escap- 
"  ing  on  a  sudden  from  that  baneful  advice 
"  that  would  have  made  him  dismiss  his 
''  father's  Ministers,  merely  because  they 
"  were  his  father^s,  and  select  others  who 
"  were  known  not  to  be  in  possession  of  his 
'*  father's  confidence,  has  adopted  a  deter- 
"  mination  that  will  entitle  him  to  the 
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**  thanks  of  the  whole  eountry.  He  has 
•'-resolved  not  to  make  any  change  of  Mi- 
"  nisters  at  this  time.  This  resolution  was 
"  forniied  after  an  examination  of  his  Ma- 
"  jtsty^s  Physicians  by  his  Royal  Fligh- 
"  ness's  Chancellor,  Mr.  Adam,  in  the 
*'  presence  of  his  Royal  Highness,  at 
♦'  Carlton  House,  on  Friday  last.  The 
*'  public  have  seen  the  attempts  made  of 
"  late  to  throw  discredit  upon  the  Bulletins, 
"  and  to  insinuate  that  his  Majesty  was  not 
"  so  well  as  they  represented  him  to  be. 
"  His  Royal  Highness  has  ascertained  the 
"  contrary  to  be  the  fact,  and  the  Physi- 
*'  cians  all  concurred  in  their  examination 
*'  before  him,  in  expressing  their  confident 
"  belief  that  his  Majesty's  health  will  be 
*'  completely  restored,  and  in  all  probabi- 
*'  lity  at  no  distant  period.  This  unani- 
"  mous  declaration  of  the  Physicians  con- 
"  vinced  liis  Royal  Highness  of  the  detri- 
"  ment  that  must  accrue  to  the  public  in- 
*'  terests  from  calling  men  to  his  Councils 
«'  who  were  known  to  possess  principles  so 
*'  diamelricaily  opposite  to  those  of  the 
"  present  Ministers,  and  who  would  in  all 
"  likelihood  adopt  a  total  change  of  sys- 
"  tem.  Soon  after  the  examinntim,  there- 
"  fore,  of  the  Physicians,  and  at  a  late 
"  hour  on  Friday  night,  his  Royal  High- 
"  ness  sent  Mr.  Adam  to  Lord  Grenville, 
"  and  Lord  Hutchinson  to  Earl  Grey, 
"  with  a  message  (most  unexpected,  no 
"  doubt,  by  them),  announcing  it  to  be  his 
"  Royal  Highness's  determination  not  to 
"  make  any  change  in  the  Administration. 
*'  His  Royal  Highness  expressed  his  thanks 
"  for  the  readiness  with  which  they  had 
*'  acceded  to  his  request  to  arrange  a  new 
*'  Ministry,"  if  circumstances  should  make 
"  "  it  proper  for  him  to  interpose  his  own 
"  "judgment,  as  to  the  tit  and  wise  system 
*'  "  of  measures  1o  be  pursued  on  the  pre- 
"  "  sent  alarming  condition  of  our  afifairs  ; 
""and  concluding  with  a  declaration  of 
"  "  his  unabated  confidence  in  their  wis- 
*'  "dom  and  ability,  to  conduct  the  Ad- 
""  ministration  upon  principles  the  most 
«'  "  advantageous  to  the  Crown  and  Peo- 
""ple."  This  intimation  of  his  Royal 
•'  Highness's  determination  to  persevere 
*'  in  the  present  system  will  be  re- 
.  "  ceived  with  real  satisfaction,  not  as  the 
*  Morning  Chronicle  says,  by  the  friends 
*'  of  the  Noble  Lords,  or  the  Noble  Lords 
"  themselves,  but  certainly  by  the  whole 
"country.  But  it  isliota  little  curious 
*'  and  ludicrous  to  hear  the  supporters  of 
*'  those  personages  now  applaud  the  Prince 
"  for  rejecting  the  advice  they  gave,  and 


"  for  declining  to  proceed  in  that  career 
"  which  they  h^d  marked  out  for  him. 
"  "  So  much  time,"  they  say,  "  would 
"  "  have  been  required  for  the  re-election 
"  "  of  those  who  must  have  vacated  their 
"  "  seats,  and  for  the  re-establishment  of 
"  "the  routine  of  ofiice  ;  a  delay  which 
"  "certainly  might  be  productive  of  more 
""serious  calamity  than  what  can  be 
"  "  conceived  probable  from  the  persever- 
"  "  ance  in  the  system,  until  the  hopes  held 
"  "  out  by  the  physicians  shall  be  realized^ 
"  "  or  until  time  shall  have  destroyed  these 
"  "  hopes." — Is  this  a  new  discovery  ?  Has 
"  not  this  beenobviousfrom  the  commence- 
"  ment  of  the  business?  If  delay  would  have 
"  been  so  calamitous  to  the  public  service, 
"  why  did  no'  fhey  state  it  to  his  Royal  ^ 
"  Highness  .■'  Why  did  not  they  declare 
"  that  the  public  business  demandeil  in- 
"  stant  prosecution,  which  a  change  of 
"  ministers  must  necessarily  prevent  ? 
"  Why  did  they  place  it  upon  record  a? 
"  they  have  done,  that  desire  of  power 
"  and  place  was  more  powerful  in  their 
"  minds  than  the  good  of  the  public  ser- 
"  vice,  which  they  now  avow,  now  when 
'*  their  assistance  is  not  wanted,  would 
"  have  been  exposed  to  serious  injury  by 
"  the  dismissal  of  the  present  ministers? 
"  These  are  questions  which  we  leave  for 
"  them  to  answer  in  that  leisure  and  retire- 
•'  ment  to  which,  happily  for  the  nation, 
"  they  are  doomed  to  remain. — But  they 
"affect  to  be  quite  pleased  with  the 
"  Prince  for  his  message ;  they  are  not 
"  disappointed,  not  angry  ;  no,  not  in  the 
"  least.  Like  Sir  Fretful  Plagiary,  each 
"exclaims,  "  I'd  have  you  to  know.  Sir, 
"  "  I'm  vastly  satisfied  ;  not  at  all  angry, 
"  "  quite  happy  and  contented."  The 
"  Prince,  who  was  the  theme  of  their  pa- 
"  negyric  when  he  was  going  to  take  them 
"  in,  is  equally  the  theme  of  their  pane- 
"  gyric  now  that  he  is  determined  to  keep 
"  them  out.  They  are  "  fit  for  either 
"  "  field."  They  blow  hot  and  cold  at 
"  once.  "  And  above  all  they  add  "  we 
"  "  are  sure  the  whole  nation  will  concur 
"  "  in  respecting  and  applauding  the  filial 
"  "  and  affectionate  motives  of  reverence 
"  "  to  his  Royal  Father,  which  have  in- 
"  "  fluenced  his  Royal  Highness  to  take 
"  "  this  step."  We  are  sure  of  this  also, 
"  and  that  while  the  country  will  loudly 
"  and  universally  applaud  this  determina- 
"  tion  of  his  Royal  Highness,  it  will  view 
"  with  abhorrence  and  indignation  the 
"  conduct  of  those  who  would  have  had 
"  him  follow  a  difieient  line  ©i  conduct.—. 
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"What  answer  the  noble  personages  re- 
*•  turned  to  the  Prince's  Message  we  know 

*♦  not.- The    Morning    Chronicle    has 

*•  thrown  a  veil  over  it,  only  assuring  us 
•'  briefly  that  they  received  the  "  intima- 
•'  "  tion  in  a  way  corresponding  with  their 
"  "  high  character  and  their  just  sense  of 
«'  "  the    public    interests."        Both    Lord 
"  Grenvilie  and  Earl  Grey  had  long  au- 
"■<liences  of  his  Royal  Highness  yester- 
*'  day. — But  if  the  Prince  is  convinced  of 
"the  danger  and  injury  that  would  arise 
"  from  a  change  of  ministers,  why  cannot 
"  the    party    suppose  that  his  Majesty's 
"  ministers    are    equally    sensible    of    it 
"themselves?     The     Regent    of    course 
"  would  have  had   the  power  to   deprive 
"  them  of  office,  and  to  call  others  to  his 
"  Councils,  but  their  retirement  would  not 
"have  been  their  own  act.      This  was  ex- 
*'  plicitly  stated  when  their  dismissal  was 
"  determined  upon  and  made  public.     A 
"fortiori,  they  will  not  think  it  their  duty 
"  to  resign,  now  that  the  Regent  has  noti- 
"  fied  his  sense  of  the  danger  that  would 
•'  accrue  from  a  change  of  men  and  mea- 
"  sures.' — This  resolution  of  the  Regent  to 
*'  walk   in  the    steps   of  his    father    has 
*'  brightened  the  prospect  before  us.      It 
"  has  placed  his  character,  both  public  and 
"  private,  in   the  most  amiable   point  of 
•'  view.     He  feels  that  it  is  only  by  keep- 
"  ing  the  principles  of  his  Father  steadily 
*•  in  view  that  he  can  preserve  the  nation 
"  in   its   present    situation    of  unequalled 
*'  pride  and  glory  and  power,  commanding 
«'  the  world. — The  Regent  will  be  sworn 
"  in  before  the  Privy  Council  to-morrow, 
*•  and  it  is  probable  that  both  Houses  will 
*'  adjourn    to    Monday    next,   when    his 
"  Royal  Highness  will  go  down  in  state, 
"  and  open  the  Session.      In  the  acclama- 
"  tions  that  ivill  be  bestowed  upon  him  in  his 
"  procession  to  the  House,  he  will  find  the 
"  recompence  and    the  approbation  of  the 
"  conduct  he  has  determined  to  adopt." — In 
the  hey-day  of  his  triumph,  one  must  ex- 
cuse a  little  bombast,  and,  therefore,  the 
idea  of  the  country  being  now  placed  in  a 
situation  "  io  eommand  the  world"  may  be 
passed  over.     But,  what  he  says  in  some 
other  parts  is  delicious.     It  must  be  to  the 
balked   party    as    pleasant    as    hot    lead 
poured    down    their    backs.      Yes,    yes. 
"The   Prince   has  age  and    experience" 
the  Prince  is  "  capable  of  forming  a  right 
''judgment;  and  the  Prince,  having  had 
time  and  opportunity  to  examine  into  the 
matter,  tinds,  that  to  pursue  the  system  ot 
his  revered  father,  to  tread  in  his  step, 
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and,  of  course,  to  have  the  same  ministers,  is 
the  only  way  to  insure  the  safety  and  hap- 
piness of  the  natiorj!  This  is  excellent. 
This  is  right  on  to  the  point  j  and  it  is 
what  I  defy  the  Morning  Chronicle  to 
controvert.  We  shall  now  hear  from  this 
venal  man  of  the  Courier  no  more  in- 
sinuations against  the  Prince  of  Wales  f 
no  more  threats  to  revive  "  unpleasant 
"  discussions  as  to  his  pecuniary  alFairs  ;'' 
no  more  assertions  of  his  "  pecuniary  em- 
"  barrassments  having  been  the  greatest 
"  cause  of  his  tmpopularity."  We  shall 
now  hear  nothing  more  of  this  sort  front 
him.  Nor  do  I  think,  that  we  shall- 
again  hear  him  calling  the  other  Prince* 
"^GREAT  BABIES."  He  will  find  all 
of  a  sudden,  that  they  have  acted  a  very 
wise  part,  especially  if  it  be  true,  as  we 
are  told  in  the  news-papers,  that  some  of 
them  were  the  bearers  of  the  glad  tidmgff 
to  Lord  Eldon  and  Mr.  Perceval.  He 
will  now  discover,  that  they  are  fit  for 
something  more  than  "  dancing  at  a 
"Duchess's  ball;"  a  discovery,  which 
the  unfortunate  OUTS  have,  with  lips  half 
bitten  through,  already  made.— —The 
Morning  I'ost,  too,  lifts  its  hoof  at  the 
:'allen  party,  now  that  it  sees  them  down, 
it  has  been  pricking  up  its  long  ears  for 
some  days  past;  it  has  been  braying  out 
some  very  significant  compliments  to  th& 
Prince ;  and,  now  back  goes  its  hoof  in 
a  jerk  at  those  very  men,  whom,  only  ten 
days  ago,  it  denominated  "  highly  reaped'- 
"able  individuals,"  ■a.?,  distinguished  from 

"  Sir  Francis  Burdett  and  his  crew." » 

It  is  worth  while  to  hear  a  little  of  what 
this  man  now  says,   being,  however,  very 

cautious   how   we   believe    him. The 

Manifesto,  of  which  bespeaks,  is  the  article 
above  quoted  from  the  Morning  Chronicle. 

"  The  Manifesto  to  which  we  allude 

"  (for  it  clearly  is  a  Manifesto,  authorised 
"  by  a  part,  at  least,  of  the  Opposition),' 
"  gives  us  to  understand,  in  the  first  place,* 
"  that  the  determination  to  retain  the  pre- 
"  sent  Ministers  was  grounded  upon  the 
"  opinion  given  by  the  Phy.sicians,  upon' 
"  their  examination  by  the  Prince's  Chan-- 
"  cellor,  of  his  Majesty's  ultimate  com- 
"  plete  recovery.  Now,  we  undertake  to 
"  assert,  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
"  that  this  examination  took  place  very 
"  early  in  the  last  iveek ;  and  we  are  dis-- 
"  tinctly  informed  by  the  Organ  of  Op* 
"  position,  that  it  was  not  until  Friday 
"night  that  the  resolution  was  taken,  ta 
"  make  no  change  in  the  Administra- 
"  tion.    We  therefore  believe  it  to  be  a 
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«rinisrepi'€sentalloh  as  important  as  it 
"^  is  complete,  to  say  that  the  resolution 
« followed  the  report  of  the  Physi- 
*<  cians ; — important,  as  well  bfcause  it 
•*  is  calculated  to  support  the  assertion 
♦'  that  there  were  no  difficulties  in  the  ar- 
'(  ratigeuien:  ot" the  projecied  Government, 
«  as  because  it  implies  that  it  was  at  the 
"  advice  of  the  Noble  Lords  who,  as  we 
««  were  giv.;n  to  understand,  were  coui- 
«  roauded  to  pixpare  the  new  lists,  that 
'^  the  change  ci"  Ministry  was  rendered 
"  dependent  .upon  the  state  of  his  Majes- 
"  ty's  health.  We  assert,  without  any 
"  fear  of  contradiction,  that  at  the  very 
*^  moment  in  which  the  determination 
"  was  communicated  to  the  Noble  Lords, 
*'  they  were  engaged  in  discussing  their 
'*  projects  of  a  new  Adininisiration ;  the 
*«  communication,  (if  we  are  not  more 
"  grossly  misinformed  than,  as  we  suspect, 
«  the  Morning  Chronicle  will  tell  us  that 
«  we  arc)  so  Tar  from  being  the  result  of 
"  any  advice  or  opinion  submitted  to  the 
"  Roj^al  Personage  by  ihe  Noble  Lords, 
**  was  a  complete  surprise  upon  the  whole 
*«  party,  v/ho  rather  expected  a  message 
*'  to  hasten  their  deliberations,  thari  one 
"  which  put  a  stop  to  them  altogether. 
«  — ^^ — ^Tbese  facts  would  perhaps  be  of 
<"  little  importance,  if  they  did  not  entire- 
•'  ly  overturn  a  delusion,  which  it  is, 
« evidently  enough,  the  purpose  of  the 
"  Manifesto  to  encourage,  namely,  that 
"  every  preparation  for  forming  a  new 
*'  Administration  originated  with  the 
*«  Great  Person  himself;  that  it  was  with 
»'  exceeding  reluctance  that  the  Noblemen 
"  and  Gentlemen  who  were  intended  to 
«  compose  it,  consented  to  take  upon  them- 
*'  selves  so  heavy  o.  burden;  and  that  to  be 
"  relieved  from  it  was  to  them  a  cause  of 
"  unspeakable  joy !  This  representation  is 
«'  equally  untrue  and  mischievous ;  that 
<'  it  is  untrue,  the  language  of  every  per- 
«'  son  concerned,  throughout  the  whole 
*«  of  Saturday  and  Sunday,  before,  in  short, 
«'  the  Manifesto  was  issued  to  convince 
"  them  that  they  were  the  luckiest  of  hu- 
*'  nian  beings,  will  sufficiently  testify  ;  its 
"  mischief  appears  in  the  disloyal  and 
*'  dishonest  attempt  to  fix  upon  his  Royal 
*'  Highness  the  desire  of  changing  the  Govern- 
»'  ment,  and  upon  those  whose  wishes  were 
*•  to  be  gratified  by  the  change,  nothing  but 
*'  an  humble  obedience  to  his  Royal  Cont' 
"  viand!" This  is  all  fair.  To  an  at- 
tempt to  make  the  puWic  believe,  that 
the  OUTS  did  not  wish  to  come  into  power, 
U  is  impossible  to  affix  any  epithet  too 


ney.  {30S 

contemptuous.  What  !  after  all"  that  we 
have  seen  ;  after  what  has  been  before  our 
eyes  for  the  last  three  years ;  after  the 
language  of  the  men  themselves  and  of 
their  partizans  for  the  last  three  months' 
only;  nay  but  the  last  week,  are  we  to  be 
told,  that  they  were  solicitous  to  avoid 
place  and  power?  This  really  is  too  im- 
pndeJit.  If,  however,  this  be  their  talk, 
tijey -Stand  a  good  chance  of  being  grati- 
fied to  their  heart's  content;  for,  unless 
all  my  reasoning  upon  the  subject  be 
grossly  erroiteous,  never  will  any  set  of 
men,  v»':th  Lords  Grenville  and  Grev,  or 
cither  of  thurn  at  their  head,  be  ministers 
again  in  this  country.  Their  exclusion 
from  political  power  appears  to  me  to  be 
irrevocably  passed  ;  and  for  my  thinking 

so  I  will  now  state  the  reasons. From 

what  has  been  said  above,  there  cannot,  I 
think,  remain,  in  the  mind  of  any  man  of 
common  sense,  the  smallest  doubt,  that  the 
motives  which  have  been  alledged  by  tlie 
Morning  Chronicle  for  the  Prince's  having 
changed  his  intention,  have  no  foundation 
in  truth -The  real  motives,  in  my  opi- 
nion, were  very  different ;  and,  it  will  be 
found,  I  think,  upon  examination,  that, 
placed  as  the  Prince  was  at  last,  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  to  do  otherwise  than  he 
has  done,  unless  he  had  resolved  upon  a 
total,  a  radical,  change  of  system,  at  once, 
a  prominent  feature  in  which  system  would 
have  been  that  reform  of  the  Commons' 
House  of  Parliament,  which  has  so  long 
been  the  chief  object  with  so  large  a  part 
of  the  people. — —The  Morning  Chronicle 
tells  as,  that  the  two  Lords  had  formed  a 
famously  good  ministry  :  "  an  Administra- 
"  tion  qf  more  internal  itrength,  by  the  ties  of 
"  mutual  friendship,  of  more  public  influence, 
"  by  talents,  integrity,  and  stake  in  the  coun'' 
"  try,  than  ever  has  been  submitted  to  any 
"  Prince  ;  one  united,  compact  body  of 
"  men,  all  holding  the  same  principles,  and 

"  all  animated   by  the  same  views." 

This  is  a  verjf  fine  description.  Here  are 
friendship,  INFLUEINCE,  talents,  integrity, 
and  STAKE,  (that  is  to  say  money,)  and 
principles ;  baltvhat  principles  is  hot  stated  ; 
nor  is  there  a  word  said  about  what  this 
fine  ministry  would  have  done  for  the  peo- 
ple.—— Whether  there  had  been  ajiy  dif- 
ferences as  to  who  should  compose  the  mi- 
nistry is  more  than  I  can  say;  but,  if  I 
may  judge  from  the  past,  a  ministry  elect- 
ed by  Lords  Grenville  and  Grey  would 
have  excluded  almost  the  whole  of  those, 
to  whom  the  Prince  was  most  attached ; 
and,  if  he  was  thus  to  be  treated,  it  iS  venji' 
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qiear,  that  it  was,  as  far  as  personal  feeling 
\yent,  better  for  him  to  keep  tlie  present 
men,  who,  I  believe,  had  always  treated 
hi»i  and  kis  particular  friends  much  better 
than  they  were  treated  bv  the  late  7ninistry . 
—r — I  snail  be  toSd,  that  these  are  consider- 
ations that  ought  not  to  have  much  weight 
in  so  momentouj  a  case.  Very  true.  They 
ought  not;  Lut,  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
divest  ourselves  of  all  feeling;  and,  though 
1  am  disposed  not  to  ascribe  any  very  great 
weight  to  these  considerations,  still  they 
must   have  some  weight   given   to  them. 

^There   were    two     sets   of    ministers 

talked  ot.  One,  with  Lord  Holland  at  its 
head,  and  the  other  with  Lords  Grenville 
and  Grey,  for  these  two  are  always  put 
t0^p,ther.  From  the  former,  the  people 
would  have  expected  something:  from  the 
latter,  nothing.  It  was  supposed,  with 
what  correctness  I  know  not,  that  his  Royal 
Highness^  the  Prince,  leant  towards  the 
former  ;  but,  it  was,  at  the  same  time,  very 
evident,  especially  after  the  Restrictions 
were  carried,  that  he  could  not,  with- 
out a  dissolution    of    Parliament,    go    on 

with    a  ministry     so   composed. It  is 

likely. that  the  bent  of  his  mind  was  to- 
wards Lord  Holland,  and  men  of  that 
description;  and,  at  any  rate,  it  must  be 
supposed,  when  we  look  back  to  1803, 
that  he  would  not,  if  he  bad  had  his  free 
choice,  have  delivered  up  himself  and  his 
particular  friends  into  the  hands  of  Lords 

Grenville  and  Grey.- The  probabilities 

rire,  therefore,  that  he  had  not,  from  the 
beginning,  anj"^  liking  to  a  ministry  of 
their  forming  ;  and,  jf  he  did  give  his 
commduds  to  them  to  form  a  ministry, 
the  p;oeress  might  more  and  more  tend 
to  convince  him  that  he  should  do  better 
with   the    present   men  than  with  them. 

fhis,  however,  I  give  to    the  reader 

as  mere  conjecture  ;  but,  I  think,  it  is  evi- 
dent, that,  situated  as  he  weis  at  last,  he 
could  not  have  gone  on  with  a  ministry  of 
their  making  up  ;  that  he  could  not,  by 
any  means,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
parliament;-  have  carried  the  government 
on  for  a  week  with  such  a  ministry .— — If 
the  Regency  had  been  given  to  him  with- 
out restrictions  (which  restrictions,  be  it 
observed.  Lord  Grenville  supported,)  such  a 
ministry  might  have  gone  bn  as  well,  or, 
rather  as  ill,  as  the  ministry  of  1806,  com- 
posed of  the  same  persons.  But,  when 
the  power  of  making  peers ;  the  power 
of  granting  pensions;  ttie  power  of  grant- 
ing oftice  for  life  or  in  reversion  ;  when 
the    controul   over    the    GroMu    Lands  ; 


when  the  immense  patronage  of  the 
Household  ;  when  the  privy  purse  ;  when 
all  thesa  were  taken  from  him,  how  was  he 
to  go  on  with  a  dead  majority  against  him  in 
both  Homes  of  Parliament  ?  It  is  nonsense 
to  talk  about  his  choice  or  his  wishes  or 
his  aiiections  or  his  commands  to  form  a 
ministry;  I  ask,  how  he  was  to  go  on? 
There  was  only  one  way  of  even  attempt- 
ing to  go  on  under  such  circumstances,  and 
that  was,  first  proposing  u  reform  of  parlia- 
ment, and  then,  whether  that  proposition 
were  rejected  or  not,  dissolving  the  parlia- 
ment, or  in  tbe  words  of  the  King's 
speech  of  1807,  "  appealing  to  the  se7ise 
"  of  the  people."  This  was  the  only 
course  left  to  be  pursued.  This  course 
was  not  to  be  expected  from  Lords 
Grenville  and  Grey,  To  follow  it  he 
must  have  chosen  other  men,  if  such 
men  had  been  to  be  found.  His  only  choice 
lay,  therefore,  between  the  present  system 
whole  and  unmixed,  and  untouched,  and 
parlianientary  reform.  There  was  no  mid- 
dle course  for  him  to  pursue,  in  short,  to 
represent  the  things  by  persons,  his  choice 
lay  between  jMr.  Peiiceval  and  Sir  Fran- 
cis BuRDETT,  and  I  am  sure  the  OUTS, 
who  so  manfully  "  rallied  round"  the 
former  against  the  latter,  cannot,  when 
ihey  have  taken  time  to  reflect  (and  time 
enough  they  will  have  for  reflection)  do 
oiherwise  than  commend  the  choice  that 
has  been  made.  When  IVIr.  Madox  made 
his  motion,  his  ever-memorable  moticrn 
about  the  seat-selling,  the  OUTS  «  rallied 
round"  Mr.  Perceval  ;  they  defended, 
they  justified  him  ;  they,  therefore,  ought 
to  be  amongst  the  last  men  in  this  whole 
world  to  find  fault  of  the  present  choice  of 
his  Royal  Highness;  and,  as  to  the  people), 
if  they  find  one  free  man  in  all  L^ngland  to 
join  them  in  finding  fault  of  Mr.  Perce- 
val's being  preferred  to  them,  I  will  ac- 
knowledge that  I  know  nothing  at  all  of 

the  disposition   of  my  countrymen." 

Now,  as  to  ihtnfinure  prospects  ;  I  mean 
the  future  prospects  of  those  who  would 
have   composed    a    ministry   with    Lords 

Grenville  and  Grey  at  the  head  of  it. — 

We  are  told  by  the  Morning  Chronicle^, 
that  the  Prince  has  intimated  to  them, 
that,  when  he  is  at  liberty  to  pursue  his 
own  plans,  he  will  avail  himself  of  their 
talents.-— — We  have  before  remarked 
upon  the  injury  that  this  assertion  (if  be- 
lieved) is  calculated  to  do  to  the  character 
of  the  Prince:  yt  only  remains  for  us'to 
remark  upon  the  folly  of  indulging  any 
hope  in  the  prospect  that  it  holds  out.-~— 
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If  the  King  recorer  speedily,  there  is,  at 
once,  an  end  to  the  hopes  of  those  who 
entertain  this  expectation  of  future  favour. 
He  will  either  recover  speedily, or  he  will 
not;  if  the  latter,  then,  let  it  be  observed, 
that  Mr.  Perceval  is  still  Minister,  that  it 
is  he  who  hos  all  the  current  patronage, 
and,  which  is  a  great  deal  more,  he  is  sure 
to  be  iuft^'s  Minister  again  ;  he  is,  in  fact. 
Minister  in  reversion,  if  the  King  recover 
during  Mr.  Perceval's  life;  he  has,  from 
this  peculiarity  of  circumstances,  a  foot- 
ing  far   more    solid    than   any   Minister 

ever   had   before. ^This  will  give  him 

great  weight  amongst  those  with  whom 
he  has  to  do,  and  whose  support  it  is  most 
material  for  him  to  have.  Being  now  the 
Prince's  adviser,  he  will  be  the  person  to 
be  consulted  as  to  the  granting  oi' pensions, 
placesfor  life,  and  the  like  ;  and,  then,  the 
restrictions  will,  in  fact,  in  this  respect,  be 
of  no  consequence;  for,  whatever  the 
Prince  may  be  advised  to  grant,  will,  of 
course,  be  confirmed,  in  case  of  the  resump- 
tion of  the  royal  authority  by  the  King. 
Are  the  OUTS  not  aware  of  all  this  ?  Do 
they  not  perceive,  how  much  easier  and 
pleasanter  the  Prince  will  get  on  with  Mr. 
Perceval,  than  he  could    have  got  on  with 

them  ? ^There  is  now  nothing  that  His 

Roval  Highness  may  wish  to  do  for  any 
one  attached  to  his  person  (so  that  the 
party  to  be  served  meddle  not  with  poli- 
tics) which  will  not  readily  and  cheer- 
fully be  done.  Nay,  I  should  not  wonder 
much  if  Mr.  Tierney  and  another  or  two 
were  admitted  into  the  buildings  at  White- 
hall ;  but,  as  for  the  ministry  makers,  the 
men  of  "  stake,"  never  will  they  again 
put  their  noses  into  those  buildings.—— 
But,  "  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  restrictions 
"  expire."  Yes  ;  so  they  do  ;  but,  a  year 
is  a  long  while  ;  many  things  happen  in  a 
year ;  and,  if  all  other  matters  hold  toge- 
ther till  next  February,  Mr.  Perceval 
must  be  a  very  lame  man  indeed  if  he  be 
not  much  more  powerful  than  he  now  is, 
and  if  the  Prince  have  not  much  stronger 
reasons  for  keeping  him  in  than  he  had 

for  choosing  him. -In  short,  with  the 

Grenvillites  and  the  Greyites  the  game  is 
up;  completely  up.  They  thought,  and 
I  told  them  they  were  deceived,  that  they 
could  go  on  without  an  appeal  to  the  people. 
They  have  already  found  themselves  de- 
ceived. Hitherto  in  England  there  have 
been  a  court  paf  ty  and  a  country  party ; 
the  King's  party  and  the  people's  party  ; 
but,  here  we  had  a  party,  who  would  ac- 
knowledge neither.    A  party  composed  of 


men  of  "stake."  Well,  let  them  keep 
their  "  stake ;"  but,  let  them  not  hope,  that 
the  people  care  a  si  raw  about  their  stake, 
— _ — One  comfort  will  be,  that  all  their  ap-' 
prehensions' will  novv  be  removed  about 
the  King  being  brought  out  again  before  he  be 
perfectly  recovered.  W^e  shall  now  hear  no 
expressions  of  alarm  upon  this  score.  All 
parties  will  now  be  perfectlj'^  agreed  as  to 
this  important  point.  The  Prince's  choice, 
like  the  Knight  Errant's  balsam,  heals  all 

wounds,    past,   present,  and  to  come. ^ 

Indeed,  the  thing  is  so  complete,  the  dis- 
comfiture of  the  men  oi  stake  is  so  decisive, 
that  I  am  thoroughly  persuaded  they  never 
can  "  rally"  again.  I  made  a  promise  al- 
most as  strong  as  an  oath,  some  years  ago,, 
that  I  never  would  go  into  the  gallery  oi 
the  House  of  Commons,  again  ;  but,  if  I 
were  not,  like  the  Bank,  under  the  infla* 
ence  oi  ^  restraining  law,  I  certainly  should 
be  tempted  to  break  my  promise.  I  should 
like,  of  all  things  in  the  world,  to  see  some 
men  now  with  my  own  eyes,  and  hear  them 

with  my  own  ears. The  fall  of  the  men 

oi  slake  has  proceeded  solely  from  their 
contempt  of  the  people  generally,  and 
particularly  from  the  contumely,  with 
V  Inch  they  have  treated  the  applications 
ior  reform;  and,  now,  all  those  who  hav» 
any  sense  must  perceive,  that  this  is  the 
only  ground  left  whereon  to  stand  in  op- 
position to  any  ministry  carrying  on  th« 
government  upon  the  present  system. 
There  used  to  be  a  talk  about  the  Prince , 
and  what  the  Prince  would  do,  when  he 
came  to  the  throne,  which,  by  the  bye,  was 
very  unconstitutional  talk;  but,  now  they 
see  what  he  will  do,  what  he  can  do,  and 
I  have  clearly  shown,  I  think,  that,  unless 
he  had  had  men  ready  to  propose  and 
stand  firmly  to  a  proposition  for  parlia- 
mentary reform,  the  Prince  could  do  no- 
thing but  what  he  has  done,  unless  he  had 
refused  the  Regency  altogether,- — I  do 
not  lump  together  the  whole  of  those 
persons  who  composed  the  late  ministry ; 
nor  do  I  wish,  by  any  means,  to  impute 
any  base  motives  to  Lord  Grenvilleor  Lord 
Grey  ;  but,  in  the  latter,  there  is  so  much 
disregard  of  the  people,  that  he  never  can 
be  a  popular  minister,  and  haughtiness  to- 
wards the  people  is,  too,  the  more  resented 
on  account  of  Ws  former  professions.  Lord 
Grenville  is  a  sensible  man,  and  he  has  no- 
thing of  the  mean  intriguer  about  him; 
But,  there  is  that  in  his  whole  family,  in  all 
their  connections  and  situations,  which 
forbid  the  people  to  look  towards  them  for 
i  reform  of  parliament^  without  wiuch  ae 
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other  measure  will  erer  again  make  any 
minister  popular,  be  he  who  or  what  he 
may.  Indeed  (and  it  cannot  be  too  often 
repeated)  this  is  now  the  only  ground 
of  opposition  to  any  ministry ;  and, 
these  who  will  not  join  their  voices  in 
culling  for  this  great  measure,  will  excite 
neither  interest  nor  attention.  What 
is  the  use  of  cavilling  and  carping 
at  this  or  that  little  thing  ?  What  is  the 
use  of  a  contest,  which  all  the  world  knows 
will  lead  to  no  practical  effect,  and  vvhich 
has,  indeed,  no  practical  efiect  in  view  ? 
Even  great  things,  such  as  the  fate  of  Sir 
John  Moore's  army  and  the  aft'air  of 
Walcheren,  excite  no  interest,  because  the 
people  do  not  see,  that  they  would  be 
bettered  by  any  change  of  councils  that 
the  struggle  may  produce.  It  would  be 
just  the  same  in  case  of  a  failure  in  Portu- 
gal. Some  borough,  under  the  controul  of 
him  who  found  an  interest  in  getting  it, 
Kiight  send  up  a  petition;  but,  in  this 
whole  kingdom,  not  a  ftee  man  would 
move  pen  or  tongue  to  put  out  the  minis 
try  upon  any  such  ground.  But,  once  let 
the  question  oi  reform  be  espoused  by  any 
considerable  number  of  the  members  of 
parliament;  once  let  that  question  be  agi- 
tated in  a  way  that  would  show  the  parties 
to  be  in  earnest,  and  you  would  see  that 
Uie  people  of  England  are  still  alive  to  the 
interests  and  honour  of  their  country.  It 
is  quite  useless  for  the  men  of  "  stake"  to 
fold  up  their  arms  an«l  be  sulky.  There 
they  may  remain  folded  up  till  they  grow 
to  stone.  If  they  care  nothing  for  the 
people,  the  people  care  as  little  for  them 
The  people  have  a  stake  as  well  as  they  ; 
and,  if  this  be  denied,  Avhy,  then,  those 
who  possess  no  stake,  have  no  stake  to 
lose. 

W.  COBBETT. 
StaJe  Prison,  Newgate,  Tuesday, 
,  February  5,  1811. 
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SiPAiM  AND  France. — State  of  the  French 
Armies  in  Spain  ;  and  Account  of  their 
'''"''    proceedings. — Paris,  \S)  Jan.  1811. 
(Concluded  from  p.  288.J 

The  Duke  of  Tarento,  on  his  march  from 
Barcelona  in  the  direction  of  Tarragona, 
intercepted  a  very  considerable  convoy 
which  the  insurgents  were  conveying  to 
the  latter  place. — On  the  14th  December 
Ije  eftected  his  junction  wiih  the  army  of 
;Aiy:agoti>  at  Mora  oa  itie  Ebro, 


^BMY  or  Arragon. — Gwieral  Suchet, 
commander  of  the  army  ofArragon, found  it 
irnpossible,  from  the  month  of  September, 
to  connnencethe  siege  ofTortosa.  He  wa» 
continually  prevented  by  the  water  in  th« 
Ebro  being  too  low  to  admit  of  the  con- 
veyance of  his  battering  ordnance.  The 
Duke  of  Tarento  having  moved  to  Mora 
to  support  the  si«ge.  General  Suchet  in- 
vested the  place  on  the  l-'Jtli  December.— 
On  the  17th  the  garrison  made  a  sally, 
which  was  repulsed  by  the  II  6th  and 
117th  regiments.  Our  sharp-shooters  pe- 
netrated to  the  foot  of  the  walls.  The 
entrenched  camp  and  all  the  redoubts 
were  carried. — On  the  1st  of  January, 
after  thirteen  days  of  open  trenches,  Tor- 
tosa  and  its  forts  surrendered  at  discretion. 
The  garrison,  consisting  of  9, 500  men,  in- 
cluding 400  officers,  12  stand  of  colours, 
19'2  pieces  of  artillery,  2  millions  of 
cartridges,  10,000 muskets,  200,u0() weight 
of  powder,  500,000  weight  of  lead,  and  a 
great  quantity  of  provisions,  have  fallen 
into  our  hands.  The  important  capture  of 
Tortosa  renders  us  completely  masters  of 
the  course  of  the  Ebro,  and  entirely  cuts 
off"  Valencia  from  Catalonia.  The  Duke  of 
Tarento  immediately  marched  upon  Tarra- 
gona, the  only  strong  place  remaining  to  the 
insurgents  in  all  that  part  of  Spain.  General 
Suchet  writes,  that  the  inhabitants  ofArra- 
gon evince  the  best  disposition;  and  that 
this  province,  after  being  one  of  the  most 
agitated,  is  now  one  of  the  most  tranquil 
in  Spain  ;  that  the  revolutionary  furor 
has  entirely  ceased,  and  given  place,  as 
usual,  to  sentiments  diametrically  op- 
posite. The  inhabitants  of  the  south,  of 
the  centre,  and  the  north  of  Spain,  are 
equally  tired  out  as  those  of  Arragon,  and 
feel  the  same  hatred  towards  those  who 
have  sacrificed  their  country,  and  the  same 
desire  for  the  restoration  of  tranquillity, 
English  influence  is  destroyed,  and  all  the 
symptoms  indicate  that  the  fever  is  at  an 
end.  The  inhabitants  loudly  call  for 
being  united  to  the  Era',  ire. 


EXTRACT  ^ 

From  the  Moniteur,  relating  to  the  English 

Prisoners,  "wrecked  in  the  ship  Eli'::fih£th  in 

the  road  of  Dunkirk, — Paris,  Jan.   ly, 

1811. 

On  the  28th  of  December  the  English 

ship  Elizabeth  yvas  wrecked  in  the  road  of 

Dunkirk;  notwithstanding  the  humanity 

gf  \X\ii  inhabitants,  and  every  possible  as-- 
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sistance  which  was  alibrded  by  the  njaiine, 
but  22  persons  weie  taved-  An  English 
journal  (the  Alfred)  of  ihe  4>h  of  the  pre- 
sent montli,  in  nralcit'g  mention  of  the 
event,  has  addeil  what  tbllows :— "  When 
**  it  was  l.novvn  in  Dunkirk  that  the  Eliza- 
"  beth  had  been  wrevkod,  the  English  pri- 
*'  soners,  a  very  considerable  number  of 
"  vvhom  are  confined  in  that  city,  asked 
*'  permission  to  assist  their  countrymen; 
"  we  are  sorry  to  say  that  the  request  vva» 
"  refused,  and  even  such  of  the  inhabi- 
"  tants  as  were  not  devoid  of  humanity 
"  were  prevented  from  lending  any  aid  to 
"  the  sutFerers." — However  accustomed 
we  may  be  to  the  calumnies  of  the  Eng- 
lish journals,  this,  which  not  only  censures 
the  Administration  for  a  want  of  zeal,  but 
moreover  reflects  on  the  courage  of  the 
inhabitants  of  a  city  conspicuous  for  the 
integrity  of  its  seafaring  people,  naturally 
excites  as  much  surprise  as  indignation. 
It  is  sufficient,  in  order  to  refute  this  false- 
hood, to  publish  the  following  letter,  ad- 
dressed by  the  Captain  cf  the  Elizabeth  to 
his  Excellency  the  TJinister  of  the  Ma- 
rine and  Colonies  ;—"  Dunkirk,  Jan.  3. — 
"  Monseigneur, — The  merchant  vessel 
"  the  Elizabeth,  of  which  I  had  the  com- 
*<  mand,  was  of  650  tons  burthen,  and 
"  sailed  from  London  the  26lh  of  October, 
"  ISlO.  Though  not  belonging  to  the 
''  East  India  Company,  she  was  bound  for 
"  Madras  and  Bengal.— ^I  anchored  at 
"  Cork,  in  Ireland,  from  which  place  we 
"  sailed  on  the  i9'i.h  of  Dccembt-i-.  After 
"  having  sustained  much  damage  from  a 
"  gale  of  wind,  we  got  on  ground  amidst 
"  the  sand-banks  in  ihe  road  of  Dunkirk, 
"  and  our  vessel  v\  cnt  to  pieces  in  view  of 
*'  that  city  on  the  2Slu  of  last  Decemb:;r. 
"  There  were  on  board  .'iSO  persons,  pf 
"  whom  30  were  passengers,  250  lascars 
*'  (Indian  sailors),  and  100  seamen;  out  of 
"  this  number  there  were  but  2^'  saved  in- 
"  eluding  myself.  We  were  made  pri- 
♦'  soners  of  war. — [The  following  is  n  list. 
*'  of  our  names  :  j — AU.honjjh  having  stii- 
"  fered  shipwreck  and  imving  be«in  saved 
"  from  its  perils  byxmr  own  unaided  ef- 
*'  forts,  (it  not  being  nossiblj  for  the 
*'  praise-worthy  efioru  of  the  niyi-  e  to 
"  afford  us  any  asj.istai;ce  from  the  iiiore), 
*/  we  are  satisfied  lo  consider  ourselves  as 
*'  prisoners  of  war,  but  our  ynha.>;>y  siiua- 
"  tion,  and  the  circumstancs  wh.ch  have 
*'  led  to  it,  induce  a  hope  tl,  it  yoiirexcel- 
**■  lency  will  permit  of  our  b';ing  ex- 
"  changed  for  an  equal  number  of  French 
*'  prisoners  at  the  disposal  of  the  British 
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"  Government.— Deeply  impressed  with 
"  gratitude  towards  the  brave  inhabitants 
"  of  Dunkirk  and  the  members  of  its  naval 
"  administration,  who  most  generously 
"  supplied  us  with  every  comfort  after 
"  our  sufferings,  we  particularly  request 
"  that  in  case  of  compliance,  we  may  be 
"  exchanged  for  seamen  of  that  place,  if 
"  there  be  any  such  in  England,  I  should 
"  consider  myself  eminently  fortunate  in 
"  being  the  instrument  of  their  liberation. 
"  It  is  the  only  way  by  which  I  may  be 
"  able  to  testify  my  warm  gratitude  to  the 
"  people  of  Dunkirk,  without  whose  prompt 
"  and  generous  assistance  we  should  all 
"  have  perished. — Your  Excellency  will 
"  permit  me  to  submit  to  your  notice  such 
"  means  as  appear  to  me  best  calculated 
"  to  forward  the  exchange,  btanding , 
"rather  high  in  the  estimation  of  the 
"  admiralty,  I  have  no  doubt  of  success 
"  in  a  proceeding  dictated  by  senti- 
"  ments  of  gratitude.  I  require,  in  th« 
"  first  place,  permission  to  proceed  to 
"London,  in  order  to  negociate  the  ex- 
"  change.  I  pledge  my  word  of  ho.iour 
"  for  my  return,  and  offer  moreover  a  per- 
"  sonal  or  pecuiiiary  security. — Secondly, 
"  to  b>  ing  to  Dunkirk  or  any  other  place 
"  your  Excellency  may  please  to  ajjpoint 
"  twenty-two  French  prisoners  of  war, 
"  born  at  Dunkirk,  and  of  equal  rank  with 
"  such  of  my  crew  as  have  been  saved. — 
"  Thirdl}^,  to  conduct  these  latter  to  Eng- 
"  land.  A  detail  of  the  generous  assist- 
"  ance  afToi  ded  us  by  the  people  of  Dun- 
"  kirk  v^'ill,  I  have  no  doubt,  make  a  due 
"impression  on  the  Admiralty;  and  on 
'■■  that  I  ground  n^y  sanguine  hopes  of -the 
"  success  of  my  undertaking. 

(Signed)  "  R.  W.  Eastwick.'* 


EXTRACT 

From  the  Moniteur  of  the  lUh  Jan.  1811. 
Commciitin;^  on  the  Sfaicmeiits  in  Ettg'-' 
land,  relative  to  the  War  in  Pariv^al. 

"  We.  read  the  following  article  in  The 
Times,  whii  h  we  lay  b«riore  our  readers, 
in  order  that  they  mr.y  soe  the  light  in 
which  the  afl«iirs  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
are  vicved  by  the  two  parties  in  EnglatuL^ 
But  we  premise,  however,  that  the  state-' 
meat  in  question  abounds  in  false  assertions- 
and  ;•  Isrepresentations." 

[The  Moniteur  then  insets  the  Letter 
in  The  Times  of  December  27,  signed  "  A 
Veteran/*  upon  which  it  makes  the  sub- 
joined comments.] 
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Upon  the  passage  in  the  Letter,  stating 
that  "  Massena  passed  the  Mondego  with 
60,000  men." 

The  Monitenr  says: 

"We  shall  not  make  a  single  observa- 
tion upon  the  number  of  combatants  on 
either  side.  In  general,  the  English  are 
ill-informed." 

Letter  in  The  Times. — "  His  (Massena's) 
loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  was 
computed  at  7  or  8,000  men." 

The  Moniteur. —  "This  is  false,  in  the 
proportion  of  four-fifths." 

Letter  in  Tiie  Times, — "  Had  England 
learned  that  her  General  had  made  a  desart 
of  Portugal,  a:  he  was  authorised  to  do  by 
the  rigorous  laws  of  war, he  would  not  have 
escaped  the  bitterest  reproaches;  and  that 
conduct  towards  aiiies  would  have  been 
treated  as  barbarous  cruelty.  He  would 
have  been  told  that  he  was  nothing  but 
an  imitator  of  the  Vandalism  of  the 
French/' 

The  Momteur.*--"  It  is  amusing  to  com- 
pare the  Proclamation  of  Lord  Welling- 
ton, and  the  language  which  the  English 
held  four  months  ago,  with  that  which  they 
use  to  day.  Four  months  ago,  Lord  Welling- 
ton burnt  all,  ravaged  all,  in  order  to  create 
a  desart,  and  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  ad- 
vancing. In  reality  he  has  committtd 
dreadful  ravages,  w  ithout  example  in  the 
history  of  Europe,  which  are  a  fresh  proof 
of  the  unfeeling  and  ferocious  character 
that  belongs  to  the  English  nation.  The 
English  now  seeing  that,  in  spite  of  the 
obstacles  which  are  opposed  to  it,  the 
French  army  has  traversed  eighty  leagues 
of  territory  in  a  fe;v  days,  and  has  since 
lived  in  abundance  for  four  months,  they 
cannot  conceive  how  this  can  possibly  be, 
and  wish  it  to  be  believed,  that  Lord  Wel- 
lington has  protected  the  inhabilints,  and 
husbanded  the  country," 

Letter  in  the  Times. — "  The  ravages  which 
took  place,  and  which  the  Moniteur  had 
the  eftiontery  to  describe  as  greater  than 
those  of  the  French " 

The  Moniteur.—-^'  This  is  very  well  for 
the  English;  but  will  not  suit  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Continent,  who  have  every 
where  had  experience  of  the  French  army." 

Letter  in  the  Times. — "  These  ravages 
were  carried  into  effect  hy  the  inhabitants 
alone."       ' 

Tfie  Moniteur. — "  If  the  inhabitants 
themselves  had  destroyed,  they  would  have 
destroyed  effectually;  especially,  they 
would  not  have  left  magazines  of  grain, 
wine,  rice,  which  haye  placed  the  French 


army  in  a  «!tate  of  the  greatest  abundance. 
On  the  contrary, the  inhabitants  have  con- 
cealed all  they  could,  as  is  natural ;  and 
th(!  magazines  which  have  been  with- 
drawn from  the  English,  have  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  French." 

Letter  in  the  Times. — "  If  Lord  Welling- 
ton had  had  40,000  British  with  hira  at 
Talavera,  and  the  Spaniards  had  been 
willing  to  have  executed  his  orders,  he 
would  have  driven  the  French  to  the  left 
bank  of  the  Ebro." 

The  Moniteur — "  If  Lord  Wellington 
had  had  40,000  men  at  Talavera,  in  the 
ignorance  in  v^hich  he  was  of  the  real  state 
of  affairs,  he  would  have  lost  his  40,000 
men;  for  he  would  have  marched  upon 
Madrid,  and  the  2d,  6th,  and  5th  corps  of 
the  French  army  would  have  cut  him  oft' 
from  the  Tagus.  This  boast  of  the  English- 
is  inconceivable.  Whilst  they  have  the 
advantage  of  being  masters  of  the  sea— of 
having  armies  so  numerous  and  insurgents 
under  their  orders — they  are  reduced  tQ 
remain  entrenched  and  perched  upon 
heights,  and  before  their  vessels.  This  is 
very  different  from  managing  a  war  of, 
marches  and  manoeuvres:  for  this  the 
English  are  in  want  of  an  army  capable  of 
manoeuvring,  and  an  able  General.  They 
have  neither  one  nor  the  other." 


VoKtvo M..— 'Extracts  of  Dispatches  from 
Lord  Viscount  Talavera,  dated  Cartaxo, 
5th  Jan.  I S IJ ,  published  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  London,  2'Jth  Jan.  18]  1. 

My  Lord. — The  reinforcements  to  the 
enemy's  army  in  this  country,  which  I 
informed  your  Lordship,  in  my  dispatch 
of  the  29th  December,  were  on  their  march 
in  the  valley  of  the  Mondego,  arrived 
upon  the  Alva  at  Murceila  on  the  24th, 
which  river  they  crossed  by  a  ford  on  the 
following  day,  and  continued  their  march 
to  join  the  army. — Colonel  Wilson,  who 
hae  retired  fronj  Espinhal  and  crossed  the 
Mondego  upon  hearing  of  the  advance  of 
these  troops,  lest  he  should  be  involved  in. 
an  unequal  contest  in  front  and  rear  at  the , 
same  time,  repassed  the  Mondego  on  the. 
25th,  and  annoyed  the  enemy's  rear  on 
his  march  of  the  25lh  and  2G!h  from  the 
Alva  towards  Espinhal.  He  took  some 
prisoners,  and  cut  off  some  of  their  small 
detachments,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Ordenanza. — The  division  which  had 
marched  to  Pinhel,  and  the  advanced  guard 
of  which  had  been  at  Trancoso  when  I 
last  addressed  your  Lordship,  was  still  at 


S19] 


POLITICAL  REGISTER.-^QjScifl/  Papers 


[320 


Pinhel  on  the  26th  December,  when  I  last 
heard  from  General  Silveira,  wliose  head- 
quarters were  at  Tercinha. — I  have  letters 
from  Cadiz  of  the  23d  and  29lh  December, 
stating  that  Marshal  Soult  had  marched 
from  the  army  engaged  in  the  operations 
against  that  place  with  4.,000  or  5,000  men, 
on  the  20th  and  21st  of  Dec— Generals 
Mendizabai  and  "Ballasteros  are  still  at 
Llerena  and  the  neighbourhood  of  Mo- 
nasterio,  and  Girard's  dnision  ofMortier's 
corps  at  Guadalcanal. — No  material  al- 
teration has  been  made  in  the  position  of 
theeuemy's  army  since  I  addressed  your 
Lordship  last.  The  detachment  which 
marched  to  Castello  Branco  returned  im- 
mediately, and  was  sent  either  for  the 
purpose  of  escorting  a  messenger  or  to 
obtain  intelligence.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  &c. 

Cartaxo,  Jan.  12. 
My  Lord — Since  I  addressed  your  Lord- 
ship on  the  5th  instant,  I  have  learnt  that 
the  detachment  of  the  enemy's  troops, 
which  joined  the  army  in  the  end  of  last 
month,  consisted  of  1 1  battalions  of  the  9th 
corps,  and  of  a  body  of  troops  which, 
under  the  command  of  General  Gardanne, 
had  before  attempted  to  penetrate  through 
Beira  Baza.  The  vphole  are  stated  to  be 
8,000  men,  by  some  of  the  Officers  who 
saw  them,  but  I  should  think  they  must 
be  more. — The  other  division  of  the  9th 
corps  had  not  passed  the  frontier  when  I 
last  received  accounts  of  them  ;  but  I 
learn  from  an  intercepted  letter  from  Ge- 
neral Drouet  to  General  Claparede,  that 
this  division  has  been  ordered  to  take  a 
position  at  Guarda.  Their  advanced  guard 
broke  up  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Trancoso  on  the  night  of  the  3d  instant. — 
There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  posi- 
tion of  the  eoemy's  army  since  I  last  ad- 
dressed you,  excepting  that  General 
Drouet's  head-quarters  have  been  fixed 
at  Leyria  w^ith  the  troops  which  joined 
■with  him. — The  enemy  continue  to  con- 
struct boats  in  the  Zezere,  and  have  shewn 
much  jealousy  of  the  measures  adopted  by 
our  troops  on  the  left  of  the  Tagus,  to  com- 
mand by  their  fire  the  communication  be- 
tween the  Ze;5ere  and  the  Tagus. — ^I  have 
now  to  inform  you,  that  Marshal  Morlier 
arrired  at  Ronquillo^  with  a  division  of  the 


corps  under  his  command,  on  the  3d  in- 
stant. He  has  since  continued  to  advance 
into  Estramadura,  having  formed  a  junc- 
tion with  the  division  which  had  been  at 
Guadalcanal,  under  the  command  ofGe* 
neral  Girard  ;  and  I  am  concerned  to  Add, 
that  I  have  just  learnt  that  he  obtained 
possession  of  Merida,  and  of  the  bridge 
over  the  Guadiana  at  that  place,  on  the 
eveningof  the  8th  inst.,  the  Spanish  troops 
having!  retired. — They  have  left  General 
Ballasteros'  division  on  their  left  flank, 
between  Xeres  de  los  Cavalleros  and  Oti- 
venza,  with  his  communication  open  with 
Badajoz  ;  and  it  is  reported  that  Mortier's 
corps  is  followed  by  other  troops.  I  haT» 
the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


Mexico. — Civil  War. — Letter  from  the  Vice- 
roy to  the  Governor  in  Spain.-^Nov.  7, 
1810. 

Excellent  Sir— At  nine  o'clock  this 
morning  I  attacked  the  army  of  the  insur- 
gents in  a  position  so  advantageous,  that 
without  a  knowledge  of  their  want  of  mili- 
tary skill  it  would  have  been  temerity  to 
make  the  attack.  In  little  more  than  an  hour 
they  were  routed  with  the  loss  ofall  their  ar- 
tillery (among  which  were  the  two  piece* 
of  cannon  which  our  troops  left  in  the 
Monte  de  les  Cruces),  all  their  ammuni- 
tion, consisting  of  120  chests  of  powder, 
their  train  forming  1 1  waggons,  a  quantity 
of  musketry,  ammunition,  a  number  of 
dead,  and  some  prisoners.  The  loss  on 
our  part  was  only  one  killed  and  two 
wounded,  i  shall  transmit  the  details  to 
3'our  Excellency  as  soonaspossible.  Had 
not  the  ground  presented  obstacles  to  the 
passage  of  two  columns  of  cavalry  destined 
to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  my 
troops  would  have  taken  the  leaders,  Hi- 
dalgo, Allande,  Aldama,  and  Abaslo,  who 
escaped  with  much  difficulty  by  the 
Sierra,  with  very  few  of  their  fojlowers. 
I  encamped  on  the  gromid  on  which  I 
fought  the  battle,  near  the  town  of  St. 
Geronimo  Aculo,  two  leagues  and  a  half 
from  Arcoyozarco,  on  the  road  to  Toluca, 
whither  I  proceeded,  and  relieved  from 
prison  Senores  Garcia,  Conde,  Rul,  and 
Merino.  God  guard  your  Excellency 
many  years. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

The  Regency. The  last  scene  of  this 

curious  political  drama  has  been  perform- 
ed, and  every  man  of  sense  is  now  able  to 
decide  apon  the  character  and  conduct  of 
the  different  actors.  There  nevertheless 
requires  some  observations,  in  addition  to 
ihose  offered  in  my  last  Number,  as  to  the 
catastrophe  of  the  piece  ;  not  because  the 
thing  itself  is  of  a  puzzling  nature  j  but 
because  so  many  and  such  strenuous  at- 
tempts are  made,  by  the  writers  of  the  two 
conflicting  parties,  to  disguise  the  truth.  It 
is  the  interest  of  the  two  parties  to  ascribe 
the  Prince's  choice  of  the  present  minis- 
ters to  motives  precisely  opposite;  but  it 
is  the  interest  of  neither  to  ascribe  them  to 
the  true  motive.  The  two  parties  are  quite 
in  earnest  as  to  the  desire  of  annoying 
each  other;  but  they  are  both  alike  anxious 
not  to  expose  themselves  to  the  contempt 
of  the  people.  They  would  fain  tear  each 
other  to  pieces;  each  would  fain  annihi- 
late the  other;  but,  both  prefer  even  de- 
feat and  disgrace  from  the  hands  of  each 
other,  to  any  confession  that  would  tend 
to  shew,  that  a  want  of  the  people's  confi- 
dence has  had  any  weight  in  the  event. 
All  considerations  as  to  the  people,  both 
are  anxious  to  keep  out  of  sight ;  but,  there 
is  no  reason  why  the  public  should  keep 
them  out  of  sight ;  on  the  contrary,  this 
conduct  of  the  writers  of  the  two  parties 
is,  of  itself,  a  sufficient  reason  for  stripping 
the  matter  of  all  the  disguise  that  has  been 
attempted  to  bethrown  over  it,  and  to  place 
it  upon  record  in  a  way  that  shall  prevent 

the  possibility  of  raisunderstandirg  it. 

In  my  last  Number,  I  left  it  pretty  plain,U 
think,  that  the  Morning  CHRONrcLE  had 
assigned  wrong  motives  to  the  Prince 
(whom  we  must  now  call  the  Regent)  for 
the  change  in  his  intention  as  to  the  choice 
of  his  ministers.  It  was  there  clearly 
shewn,  that  to  ascribe  his  conduct  to  the 
re-examination  of  the  Physicians  at  Carle- 
ton  House,  or  to  a  feeling  of  filial  afiec- 
tion  for  his  father,  at  the  same  time  that 
he  was  said  to  have  declared  his  resolu- 
tion to  change  the  ministry  if  h^.  held  the 
llegency  for  any  length  of  time  ;    it  was 


clearly  shewn,  I  think,  that  this  account 
of  the  matter,  while  it  was  barely  possible 
to  be  true,  was  hitprobable  in  the  extreme, 
and  if  true,  greatly  injurious  to  the  under- 
standing and  the  character  of  the  Regent ; 
that  it  placed  him  in  the* most  disadvan- 
tageous and  even  odious  ligh',  exhibiting 
a  fickleness  of  mind,  a  want  of  all  feeling 
for  the  people,  a  want  of  constancy  to- 
wards his  known  friends  and  adherents, 
and,  though  the  contrary  was  affected,  a 
want  of  even  outward  respect  for  the  pub- 
lic character  of  bis  father,  seeing,  that, 
while  it  stated  him  to  have  declined 
changing  the  ministry  lest  it  shoukl  gft-e 
pain  to  his  father,  it  made  him  declare, 
that  such  a  change  tfrts  necessary  for  the  good 
of  the  country,  and  that  he  was  only  pre- 
vented from  immediately  making  it  lest  it 
should  gjVe  prtm  to  his  father,  aye,  lest  a 
change  for  the  good  of  the  country  should 
give  pain  to  his  father  upon  his  recovery, 
and  of  course,  by  that  declaration  in- 
ferring, that  his  father's  recovery  would 

770/  be  for  the  good  of  the  country. It  was, 

I  think,  very  clearly  shewn,  that  the  true 
motive  had  been  disguised  by  the  Moan- 
ing Chronicle  for  the  purpose  of  saving 
its  friends   from    ridicule,    on  account  of 

their  defeat. Nor  is    there   any  more 

truth  and  sincerity  in  the  motive  assigned 
by  the  writers  of  the  other  party^  who  tell 
us,  that  the  determination  not  to  change 
the  ministry  was  produced  by  a  Letter 
from  the  Queen  to  his  Royal  Highness. 
There  is  soirjething  so  childish  in  such  a 
notion  ;  it  is  so  inconsistent  with  all  ideas 
of  "wisdom  and  manliness  ;  it  has  so  inuch 
of  the  nursery  and  the  leading-strings  in 
it,  tfcat,  when  one  thinks  of  it  in  connec- 
tion with  the  age  of  the  Prince,  one  can 
scarcely  forbear  bursting  out  into  laughter. 
But,  when  one  considers  it  as  applying  to 
a  measure  affecting  the  happiness  of  fif- 
teen millions  of  people,  affecting  the  safe- 
ty of  a  kingdom,  it  really  fills  one  with  in- 
dignation that  any  man  should  openl/  aS' 
sert  such  a  motive  to  have  been  the  ground 

of  action. The   writer,    who   ascribes 

the  Regent's    change    of  intention   to    a 

Letter  from  his  Mother,   does  not,  let  it  be 

I  observed,  attempt   to   deny,   that   he  had 

In 
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actually   given    his   commands  to  Lords  '  good,  would  they  not  have  gt)od  reason  ta 


Grenvilie  and  Gvey  to  form  a  new  mi- 
nistry ;  on  the  contrary,  he  fully  atfmits  it, 
and  gives  us  a  most  ludicrous  description 
ofthe  confusion  which  the  announcing  of  the 
change  of  intention  producedamongstthem, 
who,  he  sa3^s,  had  aheady  bee;un  to  address 
«ach  other  in  the  titles  of  their  intended  offi- 
ces. This  writer,  then,  clearly  admits,  that 
the  Regent,  had,  after  abundance  of  time 
to  consider  of  the  matter,  actually  given 
orders  for  the  changing,  totally  changing, 
the  ministry  ;  and  he  asserts,  that,  after 
all  this,  the  Regent  suddenly,  and  com- 
pletely changed  his  intention  upon  receiv- 
ing a  letter  from  his  mothtr,  whicii  letter, 
and  that  alone,  induced  him  to  reject  the 
itnen  he  had  at  first  chosen,  and  to  take  the 
men  whom   he    had   resolved  to  discard. 

-T Now,  in  what  u  light   is  this  to  place 

h^s  Royal  Highness?  The  two  sides  ht^ve 
thair  different  ways  of  exhibiting  him ; 
but  neither  seems  disposed  to  spare  his 
character.     Both  seem  alike  regardless  of 

liim,  so  that  Ihey  annoy  one  another 

It  is  to  be  supposed,  tliat,  if  the  Prince 
Kegont  went  so  far  as  to  give  his  orders 
for  the  forming  ofa  ne^v  ministry,  (and  it 
is  adtTsitted  th'-it  he  did)  ;  it  is  to  he  sup- 
posed, that  l)efore  he  did  this,  before  he 
actually  took  so  important,  a  step,  he  had 
brought  his  mind  to  a  tiiornug^h  conviction, 
that  a  change  of  ministry  was  called  for 
^U  ^^^  S'^<^^  if  i'*-^  ciuntr)/;  that  it  was 
necessary  to  the  public  vjeLjare ;  that  it  w  as  a 
•measure  which  the  people's  benefit  and 
perhaps  the  safely  of  the  country  de- 
manded. This  must  be  supposed  ;  and, 
in  what  a  ligh.t,  then,  would  the  Prince 
be  plac;-"!,  if  xre  were  to  adcsil  the  as.it,'r- 
tion  of  tliis  venal  writer,  that,  afier  this 
conviclion  was  formed  in  the  mind  of  tiie 
Prince,  he  was  induced  to  abandon  the 
measure,  to  abandon  a  measure  which  he 
was  convinced  was  necesi-ary  to  the  good 
ofthe  country,  merely  bfc'cauie  he  received 
a  lettef  from  (tis  ?noihtr,  de-iring  him  to  I 
abandon  it,  lest  it  should  give  pain  to  his  ( 

father? -IIuw  is   it  possible  to  devise  j 

any  thing  more  injurious  to  the  Prince's 
character  than  this?  How  is  it  possible 
to  suggest  any  thing  more  likely  (if  it 
could  be  believed)  to  lessen  him  in  the 
opinions  of  all  men  of  sense  and  of  public 
$jjirit  ?  If  this  were  universally  believed, 
what  reliance  would  any  oce  ever  place 
upon  his  famness  in  future  ?  If  the  people 
couid  be  persuaded,  that  he  had,  from 
such  a  motive,  abandoned  a  measure  which 
lie  tliQught  wise  and  necessary  to  their 


fear,  that  he  never  would  be  proof  against 
assaults  of  the  same,  or  a  similar,  kind* 
coming  from  that  quarter,  or  from  other 
quarters  ?  Without  supposing  it  probable, 
or  even  possible,  thai  the  Queen  should 
ever  entertain  any  niischievous  intention  i 
an  intention,  or  wish,  hostile  to  the  public 
welfare,  we  may  very  easily  suppose  her 
to  have  erroneous  views  of  public  attairs  ; 
we  may  easily  suppose  her  not  to  be  a 
proper  judge  of  a  measure  like  that  under 
consideration ;  and,  in  this  particular 
case,  we  mays  easily  suppose  her  to  attach, 
ajid  excuse  her  for  attaching,  even  more 
weight  than  oUjisht  to  be  attached  to  the 
feelings  of  the  King  when  compared  with 
the  vita!  interests  ofthe  nation.  But,  that 
circumstance,  so  far  from  arguing  in  fa- 
vour of  listening  to  her  advice  upon  such 
an  occasion,  naturally  argues  the  other 
way,  and  ought  to  excite  a  greater  degree 
of  caution.  In  short,  view  the  matter  in 
which  way  we  will,  the  imputation  of 
having  abandoned  the  intended  change 
from  such  a  motive  is  extremely  injurious 
to  the  character  of  His  Royal  Highness, 
and  as  such,  the  belief  of  the  statement 
v.'ill  be  rejecTed  by  the  public,  unless  much 
better  evidence  of  its  truth,  than  wc  have 

yet  had,  ba   preduced. The  real  cause 

ui  the  change  in  the  Prince's  intention 
was,  the  inability  to  £0  on  with  the  pro- 
posed nihiist:v  ;  or,  at  least,  of  this  1  am 
quite  sure,  it  .vould  have  been  impossible 
to  go  on  with  them.  A  ministry  without 
Lord  C>ienville,a  ministry  that  would  have, 
at  once,  dashed  at  Parliaiacnlari/  Reform, 
Mould  have  gone  on  ;  because  the  people 
would  have  been  so  decidedly  for  them, 
that  there  would  have  been  every  thing 
to  exp.ect  from  a  dissolution  of  parlia- 
ment. Butj  what  would  a  dissolution  of 
parliament  with  t!ie  rcstictions  in  being, 

have   dune  for  the  late   ministry  ? The 

original  coalition  between  the  Foxites  and 
Lord  Grenvilie  was  before,  and  now  again 
has  been,  the  cause  of  the  fall  of  the 
party  ;  especially  as  Lord  Grenvilie  was, 
and  was  now  to  be  :::gain,  ai  the  head  of 
affairs. — —The  junction  was  unnatural.  It 
was  as  absurd  as  it  would  be  fo  couple  the 
shrpherd's  dog  with  the  wolf.  It  was  in, 
vain  to  attempt  to  make  the  individuals 
harmonize  ',  and,  itthat  had  been  possible ; 
if  that  had  been  actually  elleclcd,  it  was 
little  short  of  .  iijsanity,  to  hope  that  the 
people  would  not  vic?w  the  harmony  witli  a 
suspicious  eye..  It  was  useless  to  tell  the 
people  of  ihc  &irength  of  the  ministry  ^  of 


the  combination  of  talents  and  of  stake; 
■for,   their  answer  was,    "  aye,  but  what 

"  will  this  Ministry  do  for  us  ?" Lord 

Grenvilie  had  been  a  party,  and  not  only 
a  party  but  an  active,  and  even  a  promi- 
nent, party,  to  the  tvhole  of  Mr.  Pjtt's 
measures;  and,  indeed,  he  had  been,  to 
all  appearance,  one  of  the  principal  nd* 
visers  of  all  those  inoasnres,  whirh  had 
given  thg  most  oflcnce  to  the  people,  and 
the  remembrance  of  which  was  most 
deeply  engraven  on  their  hearts,  some  of 
which  measures,  indeed,  were  actually 
brougiit  forward  by  himself,  and  to  this 
day,  bear  his  name   as  part  of  their  title 

in  common  conversalion. Against  all 

these  measures  the  Foxites  had  sworn 
eternal  hostility  ;  noc  an  hostility  founded 
on  degt'ee;  or  an  hostility  as  to  the  more 
or  the  less;  but  an  hostility  against  the p/w- 
ciple  of  the  measures,  which  they  held  to 
be  outrageous  and  abominable  at  all  times 

and  under  all  circumstances. Was   it 

any  wonder,  then,  that  a  ministry  so  com- 
posed should  not  have  had  the  confidence 
of  the  people  ?  The  Foxites  had  gained  the 
good  will  of  the  people  by  this  their  hos- 
tility to  those  measures.  Whatever  they 
had  of  popular  estimation  was  founded 
upon  their  opposition  to  Mr.  Pitt  and  his 
measures,  and  upon  the  confident  hope 
that  the  people  cherished,  that,  whenever 
the  Foxites  came  into  power,  they  would 
undo  those  7neasures  as  far  as  it  loas  possible, 
and,  that  they  would  act  upon  those  oppo- 
site principles,  to  which  they  had  been 
80  long  and  solemnli/  pledging  themselves.—' — 
An  union  with  Lord  Grenville,  therefore, 
was  ominous  in  its  very  sound.  It  pro- 
mised nothing  that  the  people  wanted ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  was  a  death-blow  to 
their  hopes.— — There  were  some,  how- 
ever, who  still  hoped,  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble, that  the  Foxites  should  not  have  taken 
care  to  insure  the  predominance  of  their 
principles,  and  that,  of  course.  Lord  Gren- 
yille  had  (in  which  there  would  have  been 
nothing  dishonourable)  made  up  his  mind 
to  abandon  the  system  of  Mr.  Pitt,  which 
bad  brought  so  much  misery  upon  the 
country.  But,  alas  !  this  hope  soon  va- 
nished. The  predominance  of  Lord  Gren- 
ville appeared  in  every  thing ;  in  every 
act  of  the  administration ;  and  in  every 
word  of  the  whole  party.  To  praise  "  the 
"  great  statesman  now  no  more"  seemed  to 
have  been  a  positive  stipulation  on  the 
part  of  the  Foxites,  who,  to  the  inexpressi- 
ble rharae,  mortification,  and  finally,  rage 
«f  all  those  wbo  had  fdj-merly  been  at- 
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tached  to  them,  seemed   to  vie  with  each 


Oliver  in  .seizing  up6n  occasions,  and  mak- 
ing occasions,  for  uttering  those  offensive 
and  insulting  praises, Nor  was  the  ef- 
fect of  this  compromise  confined  to  words. 
It  was  seen  in  acts  of  all  sorts,  as  well  of 
omission  as  commission.  No  changes  wero 
to  be  made  in  any  of  the  ofticcs,  except 
those  which  immediately  appertained  to 
the  ministr\\  The  oflices  being  all  filled 
by  the  Pittites,  the  persons  filling  them 
were  the  friends  of  Lord  Grenville,  not  a 
few  of  whom  had,  indeed,  been  promoted 
under  his  patronage.  He  and  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Lord  Melville  had,  in  fact,  appoint- 
ed the  far  greater  part  of  the  persons  in  of- 
fice; and,  as  if  there  had  been  a  design  ef- 
fectually to  exclude  the  Foxites,  Mr.  Ad- 
DiNGTON  and  his  set  of  statesmen  were  in- 
cluded in  the  coalition ;  and,  of  course, 
those  whom  fie  also  had  appointed  were  to 

be  kept  in    their  places. Thus,  there 

was  no  change,  worth  speaking  of,  in  this 
respect.  People  still  saw  the  same  faces 
at  all  the  offices;  the  same  influence  was 
felt;  and  the  same  spirit  animated  the 
whole  body.  Whether  in  the  Army,  the 
Navy,  the  Law,  the  Taxing  offices,  the 
Church,  the  Magistracy ;  in  all  depart- 
ments, in  every  corner,  the  same  influ* 
ence,  the  same  spirit,  the  same  system,  still 

prevailed. When  the  Foxites  wished  to 

remove  this  or  that  person,  to  make  this  or 
that  change,  they  found  that  the  person 
was  a  friend  of  either  Lord  Grenville  or 
Mr.  Addington,  or,  that  he  was  a  friend 
of  "  the  great  statesman  now  no  more ;"  and, 
as  to  changing  measures,  it  was  impossible 
to  propose  such  change,  without  finding 
fault  v/ith  the  existing  measures,  without 
conveying,  by  inference,  at  least,  a  cen- 
sure on  those  measures ;  that  could  not 
be  done  without  a  tacit  censure  on  Lord. 
Grenville  or  Mr.  Addington,  or  on  "  the 
"great  statesman  now  no  more;"  and,  to 
censure  Lord  Grenville,  either  expressly 
or  tacitly,  was  not  to  be  expected  from 
men,  who  had  placed  him  at  their  head. 

Yet,  all  this  might  have  been  borne 

by  the  people,  who  might  have  assented 
to  this  species  o'i  forbearance ;  but,  when 
they  saw  forty  thousand  pounds  of  the 
public  money  voted  away  by  the  Fcxite.s 
to  pay  the  debts  of  Mr.  Pitt,  upon  the 
grounds,  expressly  stated  by  them,  of  HIS 
SERVICES  TO  THE  COUNTRY;  when 
they  saw  these  same  Foxites,  who  had 
gained  the  people's  favour  solely  by  op- 
position to,  and  reprobation  of,  the  mea*-^ 
sures  and  the  whole  system  of  Pitt  j-  ' 
N  2 
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when  the  people  saw  those  Foxites,  not  a 
man  of  whom  had  not  a  thousand   times 
repeated  the  aisertion,  that  Pilt  was  the 
greatest   etitmy   that  England  ever  saw, 
aud  who. had,  indeed,  seen  the   fulfilment 
of  all  their  predictions,  as  to  the  eflects  of 
his  measures  ;  when  the  people  saw  these 
same  Foxites  voting  away   forty  thousand 
pounds  of  their  money  to  pay  the  debts  of 
this  man,  and  voting  him  also  a  funeral  at 
the  public  expence,  and  upon  the.  grounds, 
expressly  slated  by  them,  that  HIS  SERVICES 
TO  THE  COUNTRY  demanded  this  tri- 
bute  to  his   memory ;    when  the  people 
saw   this,  away  went,  at   once,  and    for 
ever,  all  their  confidence   in  the  Foxites, 
all  their  friendship   and   all  their  respect. 
— -~This  was  amongst  the  first  acts  of  the 
new-ministry,  and,  of  all  their  acts,  it  cer- 
tainly was  that  which  produced  the  great- 
est and   most  durable  impression  against 
them.     It  was  so  moriifyinjj,  it  was  such  a 
cutting  insult,  it  was  such  a  cruel  stab,  a 
heart' s-core  stab,  to  their   former  friends 
and   supporters,  not  a  few  of  whom  had 
such  everlasting  reason  to  remember  "  the 
public  services"  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the  whole 
of  whom    had  become    attached    to    the 
IPoxhc^,  because  they  con!-Suntly   exposed  and 

execrated  his  measures. In  proportion  as 

the  Foxites  sunk  in  the  people's  estimation 
they  became  more   vulnerable,    and  the 
whole   ministry   became  more  easily  as- 
sailed by  the  then   opposition,  who  are 
now  in  power ;  but,  the  Foxites  suffered 
in  two   ways;  for,  every  thing  that  sunk 
ihem  in  the  eyes  of  the  putiole,  sunk  them 
also  in  the  ministerial  scale,  made  them  of 
lesSconsequence  there,  and.  of  course,  add- 
ed to  the  relative  weight  of  Lord  Grenvillej 
who,  indeed,  in  a  very  short  time,  obtained 
a  complete  predominance    and,  the  n,inis- 
try   became,  as  to  all  its  measures,  as  to 
every  thing  aiiecting  the  nation,  only  ano- 
ther set  of  Pittites,  every  principle,  every 
part  and  particle  of  tlie  Pitt  system  being 
not  only  adhered  to,  but  adhered  to  upon 
the  express  grounds  of  being  that  system. 
And,  it  was  curious  enough  to   hear  both 
sides  of  the  Hou-c  contending,  in  many 
.cases,  not  so  much  whether  the  thing  in 
question  was  good  or   bad,  as  whether  it 
had  been   sanctioned  by  the  example  or 
the  principles  of  "  the  qreut  statesman  now 
"  no  more,"  and  both  sides  claiming  the 
honour  of  bein<^  his  close  iuntators.———Whs.t 
a  .scene  was  tliis  for  those  to  witness,  who 
hud,  for  so  many  years,  been  supporters  oT 
the  Foxites  !   It  was  impossible,  that  they 
should  not  be  shocked  at  it.    It  was  quite 
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impossible  to  retain  or  regain  their  con-. 
Gdence  alter   this  ;    and,   accordingly,  a 
more  hearty  abhorrence   of  public    men 
certainly    was   never  excited    than     that 
excited  by  the  Foxites  upon  this  occasion. 
At  first  m"en  were  silent ;  the  shame  which 
always  arises,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree, 
from  misplaced  confidence,  restrained  for 
a  while  the  utterance  of  their  indignation; 
but,  this  restraint  did  not  last  long;  and, 
when  it  did  find  a  vent,  indignation  more 
strong  never  was  expressed  in  this  world. 
— — Here,  too.  Lord  Grenvill©  had  the  ad- 
vantage ;  for,  as  the  people  had  no  reason 
to  expect  any  ihijig  in  the  way  of  change 
of  system  from  him,  he  liad  not  deceived 
them.     He   had    never   made    them   any 
promises ;  he  had  never  professed  any  of 
tho.se    principles,    by    the    profession   of 
I  which  the  Foxites  had  gained  the  people's 
confidence.     He  was  well  know  to  belong 
to   the   Pitt   school  ;    so   far   from    ever 
having  disclaimed  it,  he  had  taken  all  oc- 
casions  of  avowing   its   principles.     He, 
therefore,  lost  nothing,  while  he  gained, 
in  the  ministry,  all  the  predominance  that 
the  sinking  of  the  Foxites  was  calculated 
to  give  him  ;  and  thus,  with  them,  the  can- 
dle was  burning  iit  both  ends  :  they  were 
daily  losing  with  the  people,  and  daily  ios»- 
ingwith  liim;  and,  al  every  successive  fall 
they  fell  further  and  further  at  a    time  ; 
till,  at  the  et.d  uf  a  year,  scarcely  a  man 
of  them  durst  open  his  lips,  except  for  the 
purpose  of  supporting  some   measure  or 
some  principle  which  the  whole  of  them 
had  furmeily  condemned. — —In  this  stat« 
was  ihe  late  minisii y,  when  it  was  broken 
up  and  dispersed  with  as  little  trouble  and 
with  as  little  impression  upon  the  public  as 
would  ai  ise  i'rom  any  man's  discharging  a 
dozen  or  two  journevmen,  and  taking  on 
otliers  in  their  stead. — —They  were  sup- 
planted  by  men,  whom  they  affected   to 
despise  ;  men  whom  they  had  laughed  at  \ 
men  who,  indeed,  bad  had  so  much  dread 
of  them,  that  they  had,  only  fifteen  months 
before,   scampered  away  out  of  office  at 
their  approach.     But,  these  men  had  th« 
sagacity  to  perceive,  that  their  opponents 
weis  i.unk   in  public  estimation  ;  that  the 
Foxites  had  h&^n  tried  and  found  wanting; 
and  that,    as  to   the  people,   all  the   par- 
ties   wore    now    alike.     They  gaw,   that 
a  total   inditlerence  as  to  public   men  had 
taken  possession  of  the  people's   minds ; 
and,  which  wn.s  of  more  importance  than 
all  other  considerations  put  together,  they 
had  seen  their  opponents  dothosethings  xvhick 
would,  ill  future,  disarm  the7n.     They  saw. 
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in  short,  their  opponents  fairly  launched  into 
the  system;  they  had,  at  their  fingers' ends, 
the  example  of  th^ir  opponents  for  all  that 
they  themselves  could  wish  to  do  :  and,  to 
crown  all,  they  had  lord  Grenvillo  .-^t  the //Mf^ 
of  these  opponents,  a  sure  guarantee  that 
fio  hostility  against  them  would,  upon  any 
occasion,  be  pushed  fcex/re/ziziy;  a  sure  gua- 
rantee, that  Mfsyrfem  would  not  be  assailed, 
and  that,  to  secure  themselves  against  all  as- 
saults, they  had  nothing  to  do  but  tread 
in  the  steps  of"  the  (ireat  statesman  now  no 

more." These  were  the  grounds  upon 

which  the  present  men  went  in  supplant- 
ing the  last  ;  and  experience  has  fully 
verified  all  their  expectations.— — Wbilo 
Lord  Grenville  is  in  the  opposition  what 
have  they  to  fear  ;  at  least  while  he  is 
the  acknowledged  head  of  the  opposition  ; 
and  of  course,  while  the  whole  party  have 
an  eye  to  him  in  all  their  words  and  ac- 
tions ?  While  this  is  the  case,  the  minis- 
ters do  not,  I  warrant  it,  feel  any  appre- 
hensions of  a  rude  attack.  They  may  have 
to  encounter  now  and  then  a  question  of  a 
diplomatic,  or  commercial  kind, or  relating 
to  general  policy,  or  to  the  wisdona  or 
folly  of  an  Expedition;  but,  in  THE 
SYSTEM  they  are  safe.  There  may  be 
some  veryablemanosuvring  upon  the  plain; 
some  fine  regular  combats,  in  which  the  mi- 
nisters may  be  pushed  to  the  glacis,  with 
the  loss  perhaps,  of  their  outworks;  but, 
in  the  SYSTEM,  in  the  body  of  the  place, 
covered  by  the  name  of  "  ilxo.  great  states- 
man now  no  more,"  they  are  safe  ;  for 
that  is  a  rampart  that  Lord  Grenville  will 
never  consent  to  scale  or  to  batter.  The 
opposition,  under  Lord  Grenville  do,  and 
always  must,  fight  in  muffles,  while  their 
opponents  come  at  them  with  good  bony 
fists.  It  has  always  been  regarded  as  a 
great  thing  to  have  ^friend  in  the  enemy's 
camp  ;  what  must  it  be,  then,  to  have  for 
that  friend  the  enemy's  Commandain  Chief? 
How  fearful  must  the  odds,  then,  be  ?  Yet, 
it  is  with  an  odds  of  this  kind  against  them, 
that  the  Foxites  have  been  carrying. on  the 
political  warfare  ever  since  January  1806. 
No  wonder  that  they  have  had  such  an 
abundance  of  "  negative  success."— — I  do 
not  impute  to  Lord  Grenville  any  douhle- 
dealing.  On  the  contrary,  he  appears  to 
me  to  have  acted,  all  along,  a  very  open 
part.  He  will  join  in  endeavours  to  put 
out  the  ministry  and  get  into  thi;ir  places, 
if  he  can  do  it  with  certain  means;  if  he 
can  do  it  without  going  b<'yond  cer- 
tain lengths  ;  if  he  can  do  it  without 
^iolaUng  any  of  the  principles  of  the  Pitt 


system;  if  he  can  do  it,  and  be  at  the 
head  himself,  and  make  all  those  under 
him  laud  the  Gods  for  having  given  birth 
to  Williim  Pitt,  he  will  do  it,  but  he  will 
not  do  it  upon  any  other  conditions. 
There  is  nothing  at  all  unfair  in  this  ;  it  is 
natural  in  him  to  exact  the  conditions  on 
which  he  intends  to  co-operate  ;  the  only 
thing  to  be  astonished  at  is,  the  folly 
(to  say  nothing  worse  of  it)  of  the  Foxites 
in  supposing  that  they  will  ever  obtain 
power  by  yielding  to  such  conditions.— —I 
know  well,  that  Mr.  Fox  had  no  stomach 
to  the  ministry  that  was  formed  in  18O0. 
He  was  decidedly  against  its  being  com- 
posed as  it  was.  He  wished  to  be  left 
out  of  it  personally,  and  would  have 
given  it  support  where  he  could.  He 
was,  after  a  great  deal  of  persuasion, 
prevailed  upon  to  take  office;  but,  I  take 
upon  me  to  assert,  that  he  did  it  with  ex- 
treme reluctance.  This  I  know  to  be  true. 
He  must  have  foreseen  the  consequences. 
They  soon  began  to  make  their  appear- 
ance; and,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that 
they  hastened  his  death ;  which,  for  his 
own  sake,  should  have  happened  one 
year  sooner  than  it  did. — —Such  is  the 
true  history  of  the  late  ministry  ;  and,  after 
this  retrospect,  is  it  possible  for  any  one 
to  suppose,  that  the  Prince  Regent  could, 
if  he  wished  it,  have  go^ie  on  with  a  mi- 
nistry composed  in  the  same  way,  starting  with 
a  majority  against  them  in  both  Houses, 
and  having  such  small  means  of  influence 
as  the  Restrictions  had  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  Prince  ?  I  repeat  my  opinion,  that  the 
Regent  had  no  great  liking  to  a  ministry 
with  Lord  Grenville  at  its  head,  notwith- 
standing what  has  been  said  to  the  con- 
trary. There  were  many  reasons  for  hi* 
not  liking  such  a  ministry  ;  and,  it  cannot 
be  supposed ;  it  is  to  contradict  the  voice 
of  human  nature  to  suppose,  that  he  could 
like  to  take  as  his  prime  minister,  the  man 
who  had  been  the  principal  cause  of  im- 
posing the  restrictions  upon  him.  It  was 
Lord  Grenville  and  his  immediate  con- 
nections who  decided  the  question  in  both 
Houses.  If  they  had  joined  in  the  vote 
for  Address  x^nd  not  liiU,  it  would  have 
been  carried,  and  the  Prince  would  have 
been  Regent  without  any  Restrictions  tw9 
months  ago.  Lord  Grenville  laid  most  man- 
fully on  upon  the  ministers;  but  it  was 
with  respect  to  points  of  comparatively 
trifling  importance.  He  laid  on  upon 
them  with  great  force  with  regard  to  in- 
ferior points ;  the  greater  part  of  his 
speeches  were  very  much   against  them; 
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but,  upon  al!  the  material  points,  he  gave 
them  his  vole.  He  might  have  prevented 
the  Restrictions ;  he  and  his  immediate 
connections  turned  the  scale.  It  was 
owing  to  ihem,  thirefore,  that  the  Re- 
strictions were  imposed ;  and,  indeed, 
that  the  Hou£es  proceeded  by  i/j// instead 

of  Address. 1  shall  be  told,  perhaps, 

and  so,  1  dare  say,  the  Prince  was, 
that  this  line  of  conduct  was  necessary 
to  (reserve  the  consistencj/  of  Lord  Gren- 
viije,  who  had  taken  the  same  line  in  the 
time  of  the  "great  statesman  now  no  more." 
To  which,  had  I  been  in  the  Prince's 
place,  I  should  have  answered  :  "  Very 
•*  well  ;  that  may  be  xary  right  in  Lord 
"Grenville;  but,  let  him,  then,  keep  his 
**  consistency  to  himself,  and  let  me  exer- 
"  cise  what  liitle   power  he  has  left  me 

"  under   the  advice  of  anothor." But, 

was  the  consistency  of  Lord  Grenville  so 
grf  at,  so  mighty  an  object,  that  the  con- 
sistence^ of  the  I'rince  was  to  be  wholly 
overlooked  ?  It  should  be  recollected, 
that,  in  178S,  the  Prince  expressed  certain 
opinions  and  principles,  as  well  as  Lord 
Grenville;  the  Pi  ince  then  declared  most 
decidedly  against  such  restrictions,  as  hos- 
tile to  every  principle  oj  the  constitution  ;  and, 
having  again  now  rrpiated  the  substance 
of  that  declaration,  in  his  Answer , to  the 
Deputation  from  the  two  Houses,  would 
it  have  been  very  consistent  in  him  to  take 
Lord  Grenville  as  his  prime  ?ninisier  ?  But, 
I  dare  say,  that  there  are  people,  who 
think  nothing  at  all  of  this,  compared  with 
the  precious  consistency  of  Lord  Gren- 
ville.  The  Prince  has  taken  Mr.  Per- 
ceval, I  shall  be  told,  who  proposed  those 
restrictions  against  which  His  Royal 
Higiuiess  had  protested.  But,  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  dtfierence  in  the  two  cases. 
He,  in  all  probability,  liked  the  one  much 
about  as  much  as  the  other;  but,  the  con- 
duct of  the  two,  though  tending  to  the 
same  point  with  regard  to  him,  must  be 
rievved  in  a  very  diiferent  light.  Mr. 
Perceval  was  the  minister  of  the  King,  Lord 
Grenvdie  was  not :  Mr.  Perceval,  was  act- 
ing, in  appearance  at  least,  in  pursuance 
of  his  duty  or  attachment,  tow^ivdi^  another ; 
Lord  Grenville  was  the  champion  of  his 

own    cons2stenci/. Besides,   there  is   a 

wide  difllrence  between  the  nmking  of  a 
minister,  and  the  taking  of  a  minister 
ready  made  to  his  hands.  If  Lord  Gren- 
ville had  become  minister,  it  would  have 
been  the  Prince's  oxvn  act,  and  he  would 
Lave  been  looked  upon  as,  in  reputation 
at  least,  responsible  for  the  measures  and 
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principles  o*"  ♦he  admirjistraticn.  He  now 
merely  *  T  .s  his  father's  ministers  to  go 
on  as  ihey  were  going  on  before,  and  as 
they  would  have  gone  on,  if  nothing  hadi 
happened  to  his  father. Here  are  rea- 
sons more  than  sufficient  to  account  for 
the  Prince's  preftrring  Mr.  Perceval  Ho 
Lord  Grenville;  but,  if  there  were  not, 
others  would  not  be  wanting;  for,  I  insist, 
that  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  the 
Prince  to  have  carried  on  the  Government 
with  Lord  Grenville  at  the  head  of  it. 
The  ministry  would  have  been  made  up 
of  men,  who  would  have  had  no  part  of 
the  community  cordially  with  them.  All 
the  old  true  Anti-Jacobin  tribe,  all  the 
contractors,  all  the  tax-gatherers,  the  re- 
strained Bank  people,  the  Eastern  Em- 
pire people,  the  country  Bankers,  the 
Lloyd's  and  the  Exchange  people,  a  great 
majority  of  the  Clergy  and  of  the  Justices 
of  the  peace,  and  nine-tenths  ol  the  good  . 
old  women  of  both  sexes ;  all  these  are 
for  the  present  ministers.  If  a  Parliamen- 
tary Reforming  minist4-y  had  been  chosen, 
they  would  have  had  all  the  active  and 
independent  part  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land and  of  the  whole  kingdom.  Bat, 
a  ministry  with  Lord  Grenville  at  its 
head,  would  have  had  nothing  for 
them  but  their  "  stake,''  as  Mr.  Perry 
calls  it;  nothing  but  their  estates  and 
dieir  tenants ;,  and  that  is  not  sufficient, 

think  of  it  what  they    will. So  that, 

as  I  said  in  my  last,  leavmg  all  likings 
and  dislikings  out  of  the  question,  the 
Prince  had  no  olher  choice,  than  that 
which  lay  hetweeu  the  parliamentary  re/orm- 
ers  and  \.\\Qj)resent  mm.  Had  I  been  in  his 
place  I  should  have  chosen  the  formtr : 
but,  men  differ  in  their  tastes;  and,  at  any 
rate,  let  not  the  most  of  those  who  com- 
posed the  late  ministry  blame  the  Prince 
for  taking  Mr.  Pkrceval,  whom  they  sup- 
ported and  '*  rallied  round"  upon  every  oc- 
casion, when  it  was  interesting  to  the  peo- 
ple that  they  should  be  his  assailants. 
They  have  now  their  reward  for  that:  and, 
much  good  may  it  do  thera.  They  called 
the  petitions  of  the  people  "  pf^lar  cla- 
"  tncMr/'  they  call  the  parliamentary  re- 
formers, "  a  low  degraded  crew ;"  thev 
have  recently  flung  Sir  Samuel  Romilly 
overboard  for  denying  to  Mr.  Pitt  the 
character  of  "  &  great  statesTnan,"  and  novir 
they  are  ftitng  overboard  themselves,  with  the 
mortification  of  seeing  not  a  single  hand 
stretched  out  to  save  them,  and  of  hearing 
millions  of  voices  exclaim,  down  !  down  \ 
down  to   the  lowest  deep,  never  to  inte 
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again  !—- -Tlftsy  were  prepared,  I  believe, 
to  fliHg  overboard  some  others  besides  Sir 
Samuel  RoMiLi.Y.  Everyone  who  had  taken 
the  side  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett.  When 
Lord  AucHiBALD  Hamilton  brought  for- 
ward his  motion  about  Lord  Castle- 
REAGH,  last  session,  how  did  they  then  act? 
Even  then  they  "  rallied  round/'  And  is 
there,  can  there  be  any  man  beast  enough 
to  regret,  that  the  Prince  has  rejected 
them  ?  I  trust  not ;  and  am  quite  sure, 
that  all  those  who  can  make  a  retreat  from 
them,  will  do  it.  They  may  attempt  other 
coalitions  ;  but,  they  will  not  succeed. 
There  is  now  no  ground  left  for  an  opposi- 
tion to  stand  upon,  but  ParliamenlUit/  He- 
form;  and,  those  who  will  not  stand  for- 
ward boldly  for  that  great  measure,  may  as 
well  hold  their  tongues. 

Mr.  FiNNERTY.— — In  another  part  of 
this  Number,  I  have  inserted  a  report  of 
the  proceedings  of  yesterday,  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  relative  to  this 
gentleman.  I  have  no  room  for  any 
remarks  here;  but  I  cannot  refrain  from 
recommending  the  Report  (which  I  have 
taken  from  the  Times,  that  being  the  fullest 
I  could  find)  to  the  attention  of  my  read- 
ers. It  is  a  very  interesting  case  of  the 
kind,  and  any  case  of  this  kind  must  be 
very  unimportant  indeed,  that  is  not  of  more 
importance  to  us  than  any  war  that  the 
country  ever  was  engaged  in.  We  are 
too  apt  to  pass  over  these  things  lightly. 
We  suffer  our  minds  to  be  amused  with 
what  is  going  on  in  SicHt/  and  Poriuj^al; 
and  quite  overlook  what  is  passing  under 
oyr  noses.  The  discomfiture  of  the  em- 
bryo ministry  has  engrossed  public  at- 
tention for  many  days  past;  but,  I  will 
venture  to  say,  that  it  is  not  of  a  thou- 
sandth part  so  much  importance  to  the 
country  as  this  case    of   Mr.  Finnerty  is 

It  is    the  business  of   every    man, 

and  particularly  of  every  man  who  thinks 
of  putting  pen  to  paper,  to  read  and 
%vell  consider  and  take  warning  by  and 
bear  in  mind  and  remember  as  long  as  he 
has  breath  in  his  body  and  make  his 
children  understand  and  remember  this 
case. 

W«.  COBBETT. 

StcUe  Prison,  Newgale,  Friday, 
February  8,  1811. 

f^  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 

— 1  notified  before,  that  the  Debates  of 

this  Session,  and  in  future,  would  be  pub- 
lished in  PARTS.    The  FIRST  PART  of 


the  Debates  of  this  Session  is  now  ready 
for  delivery,  at  the  Publishers',  containing 
the  Debates  and  Proceedings  from  tlie  \siX. 
of  November  last,  to  the  20Lh  of  Dp- 
cember. 

STATE  TRIALS. The  Ninth  Volume 

of  this  W^ork  is  also  now  ready  for  delivery. 
It  comprises  the  period  from  the  24th  year 
to  the  26th  year  of  Charles  the  Ss^'cond, 
and  contains  many  very  important  nrticlea 
which  will  be  found  in  no  otliei  Coliectioa 
of  this  kind. 


MR.  FINNERTY. 

Proceedings  and  Sentence  in  the  Case  of 

Mr.   Peter   Finnerty,    for  a  Libel  on 

Lord    Castlereagh. — In   the    Court   of 

King's  Bench,  8th  Feb.  IS II. 

The  ATTOiiNEY   General  prayed    the 

Judgment  of  the  Court  against  Mr.  Peter 

FiNNEKTY,  for  a  libel  on  Lord  Castlb- 

KEACH. 

Mr.  Finnerty  having  appeared  in  Court, 
presented  his  affidavits. 

Mr.  Finnerty.— .1  have  endeavoured  to 
shape  this  amended  affidavit  so  as  to  meet 
your  Lordship's  wishes.  Perhaps,  hovif- 
ever,  notwithstanding  my  care  and  my 
strict  adherence  to  the  precedent  on  which 
I  have  frarae<i  it,  some  errors  may  have 
crept  in,  which  I  hope  may  be  imputed  to 
my  inexperience.  Shall  I  point  out,  to 
save  your  Lordship's  time,  the  place  to 
which  it  was  read  before  the  Court  inter- 
rupted it  ? 

Lord  Ellenborough.---No,  I  desired 
you  to  bring  a  new  and  inoffensive  affida- 
vit ;  I  hope  you  have  taken  my  well- 
meant  advice. 

Mr.  Finnerty.  —I  have  to  remark  on 
something  which  fell  from  the  Counsel  on 
the  last  occasion. 

Court. — Not  now;  let  the  affidavit  be 
read  first. 

The  affidavit  was  here  read.  It  detailed, 
in  the  first  place,  the  reasons  why  the  de- 
fendant was  not  in  Court  before,  when 
judgment  was  prayed  against  him  ;  it  next 
proceeded  to  state  why  he  had  suffered 
judgment  to  go  by  default;  he  now,  how- 
ever, stated  his  belief  of  every  circum- 
stance with  which  he  had  charged  Lord 
Castlereagh,  and  at  this  period  oftered  the 
truth  in  justification. 

Lord  Ellenborough — I  objected  to  this 
before:  I  warned  you  to  amend  it  by  to 
day  ;  you  have  come  here,  however,  with- 
out appearing  to  have  profited  by  our  ad  - 
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vice  or  our  indulgence.  I  hope.  Sir,  yxki 
come  ill  the  proper  spirit  to  mitigate  a 
crime  of  which  you  have  confessed  the 
commission. 

Mr.  FiNNZRTY. — I  have,  I  hope,  come 
here  to-day  with  a  suitable  spirit.  I  have 
come  here,  however,  under  no  conscious- 
ness of  guilt,  and  I  will  avow  none.  That 
part  of  the  affidavit  which  you  have  now 
interrupted,  you  suffered  to  be  proceeded 
with  on  a  former  day.  The  part  to  which 
the  Court  objected  has  been  expunged  :  I 
have  expunged  above  two  thirds  of  the 
affidavit,  but  have  suffered  that  to  which 
no  objection  was  made  to  remain. 

Lord  Ellenborougu. — Then,  hand  it 
back  to  him.  We  reject  it.  Sir;  you  got 
very  indulgent  advice  from  us,  and  you 
have  rejected  it;  you  must  take  the  con- 
sequence. 

Mr.  FiNNEHTY. — My  Lord,  you  made 
no  objection  to  this  on  a  former  day,  and 
that  misled  me.  I  am  willing,  however, 
to  have  it  framed  uncxceptionably  by  any 
referee  your  Lordship  chooses. 

CouiiT. — No,  Sir,  the  Court  will  not 
hear  of  a  referee. 

Mr.  FiNNEKTY. — Will  you,  then,  allow 
me  till  to-morrow  to  have  it  re-cast,  ac- 
cording to  your  Lordship's  wishes? 

The  Court. — No,  we  are  not  to  wait 
here  till  you  condescend  to  conform  to  the 
law.  You  were  before  told  by  me  that 
this  affidavit  was  improper,  yet  you  have 
persisted.  If  you  have  any  unexception- 
able affidavits  which  can  do  you  good,  we 
will  hear  them. 

Mr.  FiNNERTY. — Am  I,  then,  for  one 
error,  to  be  excluded  from  the  benefit  of 
my  most  important  affidavit  ?  I  have 
shaped  it  by  Draper's  case,  and  I  desire  it 
may  be  read. 

The  CouuT. — Sir,  your  pertinacity  shall 
not  influence  us.  There  may  be  a  thou- 
sand distinctions  between  Draper's  case 
and  this. 

Mr.  FiNNERTY. — ^Well,  then,  be  it  so, 
though  I  have  affidavits  here  which  would 
astonish  the  country;  since  I  am  excluded 
from  presenting  them,  it  is  my  misfortune. 
Here  is  one  unexceptionable. 

The  affidavit  of  David  Power,  Esq.  a 
volunteer  in  the  ar.my  at  Walcheren,  was 
here  read,  stating  the  imminent  peril  in 
which  Mr.  Finnerty  stood  from  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh's  order. 

The  affidavit  of  Doctor  Lipscombe  was 

^Jitatin^,  that  he  had  attended  Mr. 

^November  last,  and  that  he 

^treme  danger  of  derange- 


merttand  sd<eath,6wing  tftinitiety  6fifimdj 
iahd  that  he  was  not  yet  quite  recoveretl. 

Mr.  FiNNEUTY. — When  I  last  appeared 
here,  the  fiist  interruption  I  experienced 
was  from  the  informality  of  Doctor  O'Con- 
nor's affidavit;    providentially  I  have  re- 
ceived a  more  correct  one  since  from  Ban«' 
don — I  now  offer  it.  .   .     .. 

The  CouRT'i—^Who  is  t^iis  O'Connor  ?•  ' 
Mr.  FiNNEntY.— He  is  a  Gentleman  who 
was  transported  on  the  mere  unsupported 
warrant  of  Lord  Castlercagh. 
The  Court. — Reject  this. 
Mr.   Finnerty. — If  you  believe    Lord 
Castlereagh  guilty,  of  course  it  may  be  re- 
jected.    If  you  do  not  believe  him  guilty, 
I  pledge  myself  here  to  produce,  if  I  am 
allowed,  above  fifty   affidavits,  confirming 
on  his  part  horrors  so    unparalleled,  that 
not  a  man  who  hears  me   but   will  invoke 
the  Throne  of  Justice   for  vengeance  on 
his  head.    I  ofler  this  affidavit  on  the  prin- 
ciple which  Lord  Mansfield — 
The  Court. — We  will  not  hear  it. 
Mr.  Finnerty. — Here,  then,  is  the  affi- 
davit of  Mr.  Clare. 

The  Court —Who  is  Clare? 
Mr.  Finnerty. — The  affidavits  will  tell 
that.  The  description  will  take  op  as 
much  tinre  as  the  reading.  It  has  been 
sworn  before  the  Judges  of  the  King's 
Bench  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Clare's  affidavits  stated,  that  in  the 
year  1703,  various  kinds  of  torture,  such 
as  whippings,  picketings,  half-hangings, 
&c.  &c.  were  practised  in  Dublin,  close 
to  the  Castle  Gate.  He  swore  also  that 
Lord  Castlereagh  must  have  heard  the 
cries. 

The  Court. — Can  it  be  endured  that 
such  affidavits  as  this  are  to  be  put  in  when 
we  have  expressed  our  determination  on 
the  subject,  and  given  our  advice  ? 

Mr.  Garrow.— Certainljs  my  Lord,  it 
ought  not  to  be  tolerated.  You  have 
given  this  man  an  entire  v^eek,  and  he  has 
chosen  to  remain  obstinate. 

Mr.  Finnerty. — I  offer  the  affidavit  to 
be  read  :  it  will  substantiate  every  thing 
I  have  slated  in  the  original  libel. 

The  Court. — Sir,  have  you  any  inoffen- 
sive affidavit? 

Mr.  Finnerty.— My  Lords,  according 
to  the  doctrine  which  was  laid  down  by 
this  Court,  that  truth  was  no  justification,  I 
pleaded  guilty  on  my  trial:  I  did  so  be- 
cause I  understood  that  on  being  brought 
up  for  judgment,  1  might  produce  the 
truth  in  mitigation.  This  was  no  idle 
fancy  of  my  own  ;  it  was  built  upon  yoar 
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precedents.  Siiiee  tbe  law  was  against 
me,  I  have  deferred  to  it ;  but  nothing  on 
earth  shall  induce  nie  to  make  any  sub- 
mission to  Lord  Castlereagh.  No,  my 
Lords,  your  language  to  Gale  Jones  on  hig 
trial  was,  that  he  had  no  proof  of  what  he 
had  stated.  That  shall  not  apply  to  me. 
I  here  tender  you  the  plain,  unquestiona- 
ble evidence  of  Lord  Castlereagh's  guilt. 
I  have  written  not  a  syllable  which  I  can- 
not prove.  I  now  o0er  to  do  so ;  and  in 
the  face  of  this  Court  and  of  the  countrj', 
to  exhibit  him,  beyond  all  doubt,  the 
basest  individual  who  ever  prostituted  the 
high  office  reposed  in  hira. 

The  CouRT.-^We  cannot  hear  this. 
You  may  now  utter  fresh  libels  against 
Lord  Castlereagh,  which  he  can  have  no 
opportunity  of  rebutting. 

Mr.  FiNNERtY. — Yes,  my  Lord,  he  will 
have  an  opportunity.  I  offer  my  affi- 
davits. Let  hira,  as  Colonel  Draper  did, 
put  in  counter-affidavits,  if  he  can,  and 
thus  rebut  my  evidence.  If  he  cannot  do 
this,  he  must  stand  arraigned  and  convicted 
before  the  country.  I  ask  your  Lordships 
to  give  him  the  opportunity  ;  or  if  you  do 
not,  I  ask  you,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is 
sacred,  how  can  you  reconcile  it  to  your- 
selves to  send  me  to  a  prison  for  uttering 
the  truth  ?  Will  you  hear  my  affidavits  ? 
The  Court. — No  ;  not  if  they  are  the 
same  as  these  which  you  have  offered. 
They  cannot  plead  in  mitigation. 
■  Mr.  FiNNEUTY. — According  to  this,  I 
am  curious  to  hear  what  your  I^ordship 
means  by  mitigation.  I  again  offer  my 
affidavits. 

The  Court — J  said  before,  not  to  the 
purport  of  those  you  have  offered. 

Mr.  FiNNERTY.' — I  shall,  then,  state  the 
purport  of  a  few;  and  then  your  Lordship 
can  receive  or  reject  them  as  they  pro- 
ceed. I  have  here  an  affidavit  of,  under 
his  government,  a  father  and  son  tor- 
tured side  by  side.  Will  you  read  that  ? 
The  Court. — No. 

Mr.  FiNNERTV. — Here  is  another  from 
Mr.  Hughes,  whom  Lord  Castlereagh  saw 
-  after  the  torture  had  been  inflicted  :  his 
back  was  raw  with  the  scourge,  and  his 
shirt  one  mass  of  blood  loosely  flung  around 
him. 

The  Court. — Why,  this  is  contumacy 
to  the  Court  ! 

Mr.  FiNNERTY.— I  wish  to  offer  none.  1 
stand  here,  not  to  repel  your  judgment, 
but  to  vindicate  my  character.  Reputa- 
tion is  dearer  to  me  than  life  ;  and  in  com- 
parison with  the  loss  of  that,  any  punish- 
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raent  within  power's  limits  to  inflict  has 
little  terrors  for  me.  I  have  offered  now 
to  prove  the  truth  of  all  my  statements. 
According  to  the  law,  I  may  be  called  a 
libeller  ;  but  if  I  had  not  offered  my  affi- 
davits, I  might  be  called  a  liar  also.  Since 
the  Court  does  not  choose  to  hear  the 
truth  of  this  averment,  1  proceed  to  an- 
other. 

Mr.  Dixon's  affidavit  stated  that  he  was 
a  Yeoman  in  1798^;  that  he  saw  three 
peasants  whipped   and   tortured   without 

trial. 

The  Court. — What  does  this  prove  ? 
Mr.  FiNNERTY. — It  goes  on  to  state  that 
these  cruelties  were  committed  with  Cas- 
tlereagh's  sanction  and  privily. 

The  Court. — You  have  been  often  told 
these  things  were  irrelevant.  Do  not 
compel  us  to  send  you  back  to  prison  till 
next  Term,  in  order  that  you  may  c(vne 
here  to  receive  our  judgment  in  a  becom- 
ing manner. 

Mr.  FiNNERTY.— I  have  been  at  very 
great  trouble  and  expence  to  procure  those 
affidavits.  I  went  to  Ireland  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  I  now  offer  them  again,  with 
the  observation,  that  they  do  not  contaia 
one  hundredth  part  of  the  atrocities  which 
I  could  prove  against  this  man.  I  have„ 
however,  sufficient  for  my  purpose.  Hera 
they  are,  sworn  before  the  judges  of  Ire- 
land by  honest  men.  I  press  them  upon 
the  Court  neither  with  presumption  nor 
pertinacity,  and  I  quote  the  case  of  Colo- 
nel Draper  to  support  nie.  Not  one  word- 
has  been  said  to  overthrow  that  case. 
Colonel  Draper  was  allowed  to  prove 
every  word,  and  he  was  held  to  bail. 
Colonel  Draper  offered  false  affidavits, 
yet  they  were  heard;  he  offered  irrelevant 
affidavits,  yet  they  were  not  interrupted. 
I  here  offer  true  and  relevant  affidavits, 
and  I  demand  equal  justice.  I  refer  your 
lordships  to  no  statute  which  you  may 
construe  at  your  discretion.  I  produce 
to  you  no  dicta  of  those  who  have  pre- 
ceded you,  and  by  whom  you  are  not 
bound  ;  but  I  quote  to  you  your  own  wise, 
modern,  uncontradicted  act,  in  a  case 
which  occurred  not  two  years  since.  If 
any  thing  were  wanting  to  prove  the  vile 
malignity  with  which  my  enemy  has 
persecuted  me,  I  have  merely  to  mention, 
that  on  the  very  day  when  this  Court 
were  protracting  nij'^  appearance  on  ac- 
count of  ill- health,  the  Attorney  of  my 
prosecutor  was  seeking  me  out,  loading  me 
with  the  foulest,  falsest  obloquy,  and  endea- 
vouring to  drag  me  from  my  bed  of  sick- 
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ness  to  my  dungeon.  Since  mj'  affidavits 
cannot  be  read,  let  this  fact  prove  the  per- 
secution I  have  sallered. 
,  The  CouTiT. — Since  you  have  no  pro- 
per affidavits  to  produce,  you  may  no\f 
speak  on  any  topics  you  think  relevant. 

Mr.  FiMNKRTY. — No ;  let  the  Attorney- 
General  begin  :  I  choose  to  have  the  privi- 
lege of  replying  to  hiin. 

The  Attorney-Genekal. — No  ;  in  the 
case  of  the  King  against  Budd,  it  was 
ruled  that  where  no  affidavits  were  pro- 
duced either  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution 
or  defence,  the  defendant  was  first  to 
speak  in  mitigation  and  Hhe  prosecutor  to 
answer  him, 

Mr.  FiNNERTY.— Certainly,Lord  Kenyon 
ruled  it  so  ;  but  I  should  suppose  that  your 
Lordships  will  prefer  the  precedent  which 
yiiu  have  yourselves  established.  I  allude 
to  the  case  of  Draper,  where  Mr.  Garrow 
and  Mr.  Nolan,  I  believe,  spoke  first  for  the 
prosecution,  and  then  Mr.  Serjeant  Best 
rose  for  the  defence,  in  reply,  when  the 
business  ended  by  Draper's  being  held  to 
bail.  I  shall  rest  on  Draper's  case  until  it 
be  controverted. 

Mr.  Garrow, — .As  there  is  nothing  for 
the  prosecutor  to  speak  upon  but  the  in- 
fbrmation,  of  course  it  must  follow  that 
the  defendant  should  first  speak,  or  else 
what  can  the  prosecutor  have  to  reply  to  ? 

The  Court. — As  to  Draper's  case, 
sOiTie  irregularity  may  have  crept  in, 
perhaps  from  the  indifference  of  the  Coun- 
sel, or  some  other  cause;  but  we  cannot 
suffer  that  irregularity  to  contravene  esta- 
blished usage. 

Mr.  Clifford. — My  Lord,  the  rule,  as 
quoted  by  the  Attorney-General,  only 
applies  to  cases  where  affidavits  were 
produced.  Here  two,  those  of  Power  and 
Lipscombe,  have  been  read. 

The  Court. ^ — No,  none  on  tlie  part  of 
the  prosecution.  Mr.  Finnerty,  now  pro- 
ceed. 

Mr.  Finnerty. — I  am  well  aware,  my 
Lords,  of  the  many  disadvantages  under 
which  I  stand  this  day  ;  but  cf  none  am  I 
more  sensible  of  than  having  unhappily 
squared  my  conduct  by  a  decision,  which 
until  now  acted  on,  has  been  so  suddenly 
rejected.  I  have  also  the  misfortune  to 
have  that  sworn  testimony  which  I  have 
offered,  refused ;  and  to  hear  charges 
made  against  me,  which  it  is  not  allowed 
to  me  to  rebut.  I  cannot,  indeed,  devise 
what  the  Attorney  General  may  offer  for 
his  client.  Perhaps,  fertile  in  expedients, 
lie  may  declare  his  innocence.    In  this  he 
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will  but  follow  the  example  of  the  noble 
Lord  himself,  who  openly  declared  in  hi» 
place  in  parliament,  that  there  was  no 
torture  infficted  in  Ireland.  Such  aa 
effect  had  this  hardy  and  unblushing  de- 
claration, that  I  well  remember,  when 
I\Ir.  Dallas  was  defending  the  tortures  of 
Picton  in  Trinidad,  on  the  precedent  of 
those  inflicted  in  Ireland,  the  Judge 
stopped  him  by  the  assertion,  that  there 
was  no  punishment  inflicted  in  that  coun- 
try but  by  Court-martial.  It  is  not  for  mc, 
hovvever,  to  anticipate  wha!t  may  be  his 
defence:  sufficient  will  it ^ be  for  me  if  I 
repel  his  accusation.  What  are  the  crimes 
of  whiclj  I  am  accused  .>  I  am  accused  of 
being  oppressed,  and  not  submitting — of 
being  slandered,  and  opposing  him  wha 
traduced  me — of  acting  on  the  first  law, 
which  God  and  nature  have  implanted  in 
the  heart  of  man,  that  of  self-preservation  ! 
Is  this  to  be  deemed  a  crime  ?  Good  God, 
are  we  come  to  such  a  crisis,  that  in  this 
land  of  freedom,  the  tyrant  may  torture 
us,  and  we  are  not  to  turn — the  slanderer 
may  assail  us,  and  we  are  not  to  oppose — > 
the  persecutor  may  pursue  us,  and  we  are 
not  to  resist  him  !  Are  we,  when  oppress- 
ed, and  spurned,  and  transpled  on,  to  be 
denied  the  last  refuge  of  misery — com- 
plaint ?  I  ask  this  day  no  indulgence — I 
supplicate  no  mercy.  Give  me  an  im» 
partial  hearing,  a  patient  attention,  pure 
and  unmixed  justice.  Justice,  my  Lords, 
is  consistent  and  compatible  with  freedom: 
mild,  tolerant  and  unbiassed,  she  seeks 
but  the  clear  and  candid  truth  to  produce 
a  decision  consonant  to  her  ciiaracter. 
Give  me  to-day  that  justice,  and  1  shall 
have  little  appiHjhension.  You  see  me  here 
oppressed,  but  innocent — respectful,  but 
undaunted — reverential  to  this  Court,  but 
not  regardless  of  my  character — and  sup- 
ported, under  all  my  difficulties,  by  the 
conviction,  that  a  British  Hall  of  Justice 
is  the  last  place  where  apprehension 
should  enter.  It  may  be  asked  me,  why, 
if  I  am  innocent,  did  I  withdraw  my  plea.? 
I  will  tell  your  lordships:  Very  early  in 
this  prosecution  I  heard  the  Bench  de- 
clare, that  any  evidence  of  the  truth  which 
I  should  offer  could  not  extenuate  my 
guilt.  That,  they  said,  was  law.  Here 
then,  I  was,  an  innocent  man,  without  the 
right  to  prove  my  innocence.  What  was 
I  to  do.'  tiurely,  not  to  oppose  the  autho- 
rity of  this  Court,  and  trust  to  the  simple 
statement  of  an  unlettered  individual  like 
myself,  to  combat  it  with  a  jury.  No,  I 
had  fto    such   presumption.     Innocent, 
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then,  as  I  wa%  I  allowed  judgment  to  go 
by  default,  in,  it  seems,  tlie  vain  hope, 
that  that  truth  which  could  not  ward  oil"  a 
irerdict  might  still  mitigate  a  punishment. 
I  supplicate  no  mercy — I  confess  no  guilt. 
I  know  Lord  Castlereagh  too  well,  and 
fespect  myself  too  much,  to  supplicate 
his  clemency.  If  I  had  traduced  him,  I 
should  apologise  ;  and  even  still  in  the 
prison  to  which  I  shall  be  sent,  if  it  can  be 
proved  to  me  that  I  have  uttered  one  syl- 
lable of  falsehood,  I  shall  make  atonement; 
for  I  dislike  no  human  being  so  much  as 
to  disregard  the  truth.  But  I  have  little 
•idea  of  ever  being  undeceived.  Here  are 
before  me  tlie  horrid  testimonies  of  his 
atrocities — here  are  the  speaking  proofs 
which  sullied  him  in  Ireland — here  are  the 
records,  which,  if  read  this  day,  would 
present  such  cruelties  as  never  before 
branded  the  barbarism  of  the  most  un- 
civilised nations. 

The  Court  here  interfered,  and  told 
the  defendant  he  was  proceeding  irregu- 
larly. 

Mr.  FiNNERTY.-r-I  do  not  come  here  un- 
informed on  this  subject.  I  have  exa- 
mined and  digested  it.  I  have  traced  it 
from  its  vicious  author,  whp  hoped,  vainly 
hoped,  by  its  invention  to  shield  his  me- 
mory from  the  obloquy  it  merited.  The 
result  of  my  research  has  been,  that  the 
law  of  libel  is  the  will  of  the  judge.  If 
the  Attorney-General  presented  a  book  for 
prosecution,  and  the  Bench  once  said  it 
was  a  libel,  under  the  present  law  the  Jury 
must  find  it  so.  No  matter  whether  tlie 
person  libelled  be  innocent  or  guilty,  he 
who  accuses  him  must  be  convicted.  In 
the  words  of  Sir  Thomas  Mallett,  "  libel- 
ling against  a  common  strumpet  is  as  great 
an  oltence  as  against  an  honest  woman, 
and  perhaps  more  dangerous  to  the  breach 
of  the  peace  ;  for  as  the  woman  said,  she 
•should  never  grieve  to  be  told  of  her  red 
nose  if  she  had  not  one  in  reahty."  Lord 
Castlereagh  has  pretended  a  most  violent 
regard  for  his  character.  But  how  ludi- 
crous is  this  delicacy  !  See,  if  he  had  pro- 
..ceeded  against  me  by  information,  he 
might  have  sworn  my  statement  was  false  ; 
if  he  had  proceeded  by  action,  I  might 
have  sworn  it  was  true  :  but  no,  he  chooses 
ta  proceed  criminally,  where  neither  can 
take  place ;  and  this  he  calls  a  vmdica- 
tion  of  his  character!  Tell  me,  my  Lords, 
does  such  a  course  proceed  from  solicitude 
or  resentment  ? 

Sir  Simon  Le  Blanc. — You  are  trrfvel- 
Eng^  quite  out  of  the  rpad. 


FEBRUARY  9,  I S 1 1 .— ilfr.  Finnerlj/,  [Si% 

Mr.  FiNNERTY.— I  am  not  deviating  from 
the  law. 

Lord  Ellenbouough. — Sir,  unless  you 
taks  the  warning  which  has  been  so  re- 
peatedly given  you,  the  Court  must  let  itK 
justice  overcome  its  compassion. 

Mr.  FiNNERTY. — If  you  think  this  pro- 
secution has  been  instituted  to  clear  Lord 
Castlereagh,  of  course  you  will  allow  ma 
to  clear  myself  by  proving  his  guilt. 

Lord  Ellenbouough. — No  :  the  prose- 
cution has  been  brought  to  satisfy  the  jus- 
tice of  the  country  by  the  prevention  of 
libels. 

Mr.  FiNNERTY.— Lord  Castlereagh  ie 
anxious  for  his  character,  and  so  am  I  for 
mine.  Is  he  to  escape,  and  am  I  to  be 
libelled  with  impunity  ?  I  know  well  som« 
have  been  even  rewarded  for  it :  but  the 
calumnies  of  bad  men  "  pass  by  me  as  the 
idle  wind  which  I  regard  not." — I  have 
never  spoke  against  the  truth,  but  I  have 
opposed  oppression  ; — there  is  my  crimen 
I  have  advocated  reform — the  p.-inciple 
which  gave  Chatham  immortality,  and  his 
son  power  :  which  has  given  Whitbread, 
Sheridan,  and  Burdett  the  confidence  of 
the  nation — which  makes  that  nation  look 
up  to  the  Prince  for  measures,  in  which  I 
trust  and  hope  he  may  not  disappoint 
them.  I  have  advocated  innocence,  and 
in  so  doing  I  have  transgressed  a  law 
which  no  human  being  can  ascertain. 
No  mtin  can  c!>iarge  me  with  a  sinister  view 
in  doing  so.  I  trust  I  shall  hear  no  accu- 
sation of  "  base  lucre"  made  against  me, 
as  it  was  against  another  individual  in  this 
Court ;  a  strange  accusation  lo  come  from 
him,  forsooth,  wlio  never  opens  his  mouth 
without  a  fee.  I  know  a  prejudice  is  ex- 
cited against  those  who  attack  men  in 
power :  but  do  not  they  sometimes  de- 
serve it .''  Do  you  not  remember  how 
James,  Coke,  and  that  wicked  Bacon,  then 
Attorney-General,  conspired  against  an 
innocent  individual?  Do  you  not  remem- 
ber the  monster  Jefferies  ?  But,  thank 
God,  the  record  of  his  punishment  has  ac- 
companied the  record  of  his  guilt;  let  it 
be  a  sacred  admonition  to  all  wiio  are  weak 
or  wicked  enouj^h  to  prelcr  the  transient 
favour  of  a  Court  to  the  pure  and  beauteous 
permanency  of  virtue  !  Yet  what  was  Jef- 
feries to — But,  my  Lords,  I  check  myself. 
Lord  Kenyon  says,  a  lilu'ller  has  no  right 
to  complain  when  libelled  ;  as  srnnd  doc- 
trine as  ever  he  promulgated.  You  will 
notdeny  it,  my  Lords  :  if  so, then  you  will 
not  punish  me,  for  you  cannot  punish  the 
oeasor  of  him  who  has  wasted  the  treasure 


of  the  people,  and  the  blood  of  his  species. 
When  this  man  was  sending  out  the  great- 
est expedition  which  ever  sailed  from  Eng- 
land, how  was  he  employed  ? — Why,  in 
watching  me.  Better  would  it  have  been 
if  he  had  been  sending  bark  to  the  Hne  sol- 
diery he  sent  to  peiish,  and  whom  1  saw- 
dying  for  the  want  of  it.  But  why  did  I 
go  to  Walchercn  ?  Sitoply  at  the  request 
of  Sir  Home  Popham  ;  whose  letter  I  have 
hi  my  band,  requesliiig  me  to  give  a  nar- 
rative of  the  expedition.  Castler .  c.  jh  pre- 
vented me  ;  and,  besides  my  pei  sonal  in- 
juries,  occasioned  me  a  pecuniary  loss  of 
near  COO/.  The  Attorney -General  chose 
to  say  I  was  unfit,  "  Unfit !"  this  phrase 
is  something  in  the  style  of  Sterne's 
inuendo;  any  man  may  fill  it  up  as  he 
pleases.  Why  was  I  unfit  ?  I  defy  the 
Attorney-General  to  answer  me  in  any 
other  way,  than  that  he  wanted  to  preju- 
dice the  public  mind  against  me. 

The  Counx.— Why,  you  are  hardly 
tittering  a  syllable  which  is  not  libelous. 
We  shall  certainly  remand  you. 

Mr,  FiNNERTY. — I  was  in  this  Court 
when  Gilbert  Wakefield  was  heard,  with- 
out interruption,  for  three  hours ;  but  if 
you  do  not  choose  to  hear  me,  of  course  I 
must  desist. 

The  CouiiT. — We  wish  to  hear  you,  if 
yon  are  not  indecorous. 

Mr.  FiNNEKTY.— Well,  then,  since  this 
topic  is  displeasing,  I  shall  have  recourse 
to  atiother  which  may  prove  more  palata- 
ble. I  have  sworn  in  my  affidavits  that 
every  thing  with  which'  I  have  charged 
Castlereagh  in  Ireland  is  true. 

The  Court. — That  is  not  in  evidence. 

Mr.  FiNNERTY.— See  to  what  a  state 
your  Lordships  have  reduced  me.  You 
first  say,  when  I  offer  you  evidence,  you 
will  not  receive  it ;  and  then,  when  I  refer 
to  a  point,  you  turn  round  and  tell  me,  it 
is  not  in  evidence  !  Shall  I  be  at  liberty  to 
proceed  ? 

The  Court.— Not  in  this  way. 

Mr.  FiNNERTY, — Every  thing  I  have 
stated  is  true.  I  had  no  other  way  of  pro- 
ceeding. An  action  against  Castlereagh, 
1  ^yas  told,  could  not  succeed  ;  and  so,  in 
order  to  shield  myself  from  his  cool  and 
cautious  calumny,  I  could  only  have  re- 
course to  the  press.  I  now  come  to  the 
case  of  Orr.  The  Attornejr-General  has 
said  that  Lord  Yelverton  refused  to  recom- 
mend Mr.  Orr  to  mercy. 

The  Court.— You  cannot  proceed  on 
-that  topic, 
"  iMr.  FiNNERTY. — I  suppo9«,  I  sh^l  have 
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the  same  indulgence  which  was  given  to 
Mr.  Wakefield  ? 

Lord  Ellenuorol'gh  did  nwtknow  what 
Mr,  Gilbert  Wakefield  might  have  uttered 
during  those  3  hours,  but  if  it  was  as  irre- 
levant as  what  the  defendant  was  now 
uttering,  he  hoped  the  Court  interfered  ta 
suppress  it. 

Mr.  FiNNERTY  asked  to  what  other  vin- 
dication of  his  character  he  could  have  re- 
sorted, than  the  one  which  he  adopted  ? 
He  applied  to  Counsel,  on  the  subject  of 
bringing  an  action  against  Lord  Castle- 
reagh, who  advised  him  from  the  measure. 
But,  after  the  publication  of  the  order  for 
his  return  home,  he  was  asked  b)'  every 
person  he  met,  whether  he  meant  to  sub- 
mit to  have  in)puted  to  him  the  treasona- 
ble views  which  that  order  suggested  ?  He 
therefore  wrote  his  Appeal  to  the  Public. 
Was  it  possible  that  that  order  could  ori»i. 
nate  in  any  thing  but  the  ill-will  of  Lord 
Castlereagh  ?  and  was  the  defendant  to 
sacrifice  his  own  feelings  to  preserve  his 
Lordship's  ?  A  libel  was  a  misdemeanour, 
inasmuch  as  it  tended  to  a  breach  of  the 
peace ;  the  defendant  hoped,  therefore^ 
that  it  would  not  be  visited  with  more  se-  - 
verity  than  a  duel  or  a  manslaughter, 
which  were  actually  breaches  of  the  peace. 
The  defendant  alluded  to  a  statute  of  the 
reign  of  Philip  and  Mary,  by  which,  libel 
was  punished  by  a  fine  of'  100/,  and  an 
imprisonment  of  a  month  ;  and  to  another 
statute  of  Elizabeth,  in  which  a  similar 
light  punishment  was  inflicted  upon  libel. 
He  v/as  aware,  however,  that  there  were 
precedents  of  punishing  libel  by  slitting 
the  nose,  and  even  by  death.  But  there 
was  one  precedent  established  by  the  pre- 
sent Court,  upon  which  he  particularly 
stood.  It  was  the  case  of  Mr.  Heriot, 
who  was  found  guilty  of  a  libel  in  the  Sun 
newspaper  upon  Lord  St.  .Vincent,  accus- 
ing him  of  having  neglected  to  send  intel- 
ligence of  the  commencement  of  war  to 
our  colonial  possessions.  That  was  a  sedi- 
tious libel  ;  the  present  defendant's  was 
not — that  libel  was  false,  his  was  true; 
Lord  St.  Vincent  bad  never  given  Mr. 
Heriot  any  offence — Lord  Castlereagh  had 
bent  the  whole  force  of  his  hostility  on  the 
defendant ;  the  person  libelled  there  was 
a  man,  the  brilliancy  of  whose  naval  cha- 
racter, splendid  as  it  was,  was  thrown 
comparatively  into  the  shade  by  the 
transcendant  excellence  of  his  political 
character — the  person  alleged  to  be  libel- 
led here  was  Lord  Castlereagh  I  And  yet 
Mr.  Heriot  was  punished  with  only  six 
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months  imprisonmtMit,  and  then  dischargefl 
without  tine  or  bail.  The  defenilant  also 
adverted  to  the  case  of  Colonel  Draper, 
who  was  punished  with  only  six  months' 
imprisonment;  and  to  the  case  of  Mr. 
Blagdon,  who  was  punished  only  with  that 
extent  of  imprisonment,  for  a  libel  also  on 
Lord  St.  Vincent. 

Mr.  Finnerty  proceeded  to  stale,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  part  which  he  had 
taken  in  the  Middlesex  elections  of  1802 
and  I  sot,  he  had  had  the  misfortune  to 
make  the  Magistrates  of  that  county  his 
enemies.  There  was  a  particular  prison 
under  their  control ;  and  it  would  be  death 
to  him  to  be  sent  thither.  He  would  ra- 
ther be  disposed  of  as  Buonaparte  dis- 
posed of  Palm,  the  book-seller,  than  be 
sent  to  th^  Cold-bath-fields  prison.  He 
closed  with  the  full  assurance  that  the 
Court  would  always  recollect  the  maxim 
of  Blackstone,  that  next  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  justice,  a  Judge  ought  to  look  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  public.  He  quoted  a 
decision  of  Chief  Justice  Lee,  who  refused 
a  motion  for  an  information  against  a  man, 
who  advertised  to  caution  the  public  not 
to  trust  his  wife  upon  his  credit,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  man  had  no  other  mode 
of  obtaining  redress.  If  this  man  could 
be  prosecuted,  a  fortiori  he  could  not  be 
punished.  The  defendant  applied  this 
case  to  his  own  ;  and  said,  that  to  accuse 
Lord  Castlereagh  was  the  only  way  in 
which  he  could  justify  himself.  He  also 
quoted  the  case  of  the  Abbot  of  St.  Al- 
ban's,  who  wanted  to  punish  a  man  for 
complaining  that  he  had  made  him  a 
cuckold.  Just  so,  would  Lord  Castlereagh 
punish  the  defendant  for  complaining  that 
his  Lordship  had  calKd  him  a  traitor. 

Mr.  Finnerty  then  read  some  extracts 
from  Lord  Erskine's  speeches,  which  the 
Court  would  allow  to  be  of  no  auihoritj^, 
as  they  were  the  mere  dicfa  of  an  advo- 
cate. He  declared  that  he  had  no  inten- 
tion to  write  a  libel  :  if  it  were  told  him, 
he  was  bound  to  know  what  was  a  libel, 
he  would  reply,  that  surely  an  individual, 
unprofessional  and  uneducated  as  he  was, 
might  be  allowed  not  to  understand  a 
science  which  had  divided  the  most  learned 
judges  of  the  country.  The  Noble  and 
Learned  Judge  on  the  Bench,  and  the  At- 
torney General,  differed  as  to  what  was  a 
libel  in  Mr.  Perry's  late  case;  and  surely 
the  law  of  libel  was  one  to  which  the 
maxim  of  ignorantia  legis  nan  excusat  did 
Rot  apply.  If  the  record  of  a  severe  pu- 
aishment  upon  the  defendant  were  handed 
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down  to  posterity,  accompanied  with  iht,. 
slightest  biographical  sketch  of  Lord  Cas- 
tlen-agh,  would  not  the  reader  exclaim, 
"  What  must  have  been  the  state  of  thosev 
laws  under  which  an  individual  was  pu- 
nished for  complaining  of  oppression  ?" 
The  eye  of  England,  interested  in  every 
thing  which  was  done  by  that  Court, 
especially  with  what  related  to  the  law  of 
libel  and  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  pre- 
eminently the  eye  and  heart  of  the  de- 
fendant's native  land  (Ireland),  he  had  the 
satisfaction  to  know  were  turned  with  the 
greatest  anxiety  to  the  result  of  that  day's 
judgment.  But  it  might  be  said  that  this 
was  not  a  controversy  between  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh and  the  defendant;  the  breach  of 
the  peace,  the  violation  of  the  law,  were 
the  objects  of  the  indictment.  The  de- 
fendant knew  not  in  what  part  of  the 
country  the  peace  would  be  broken  on 
behalf  of  Lord  Castlereagh'scharacter;  for 
upon  that  subject  every  body  was  of  one 
mind.  What  the  defendant  had  said 
throughout  the  libel  and  that  day,  he  was 
ready  to  prove.  He  hoped  he  had  ad- 
hered to  his  promise  of  saying  nothing 
oflensive  to  tlie  highest  Ministers  of  the 
law  in  England,  as  he  regarded  the  Court 
to  be.  If  he  had  tendered  an  inadmissi- 
ble affidavit,  it  contained  not  a  single 
atom,  but  what  there  was  precedent  for  in 
Col.  Draper's  Case ;  and  if  he  had  not 
been  able  to  new  model  his  affidavit  ac- 
cording to  the  directions  of  the  Court,  it 
was  only  from  a  difficulty  of  precisely 
ascertaining  what  those  directions  were. 
Having  been  all  his  life  in  the  habit  of 
speaking  the  sentiments  of  a  free  man,  he 
should  only  have  incurred  the  contempt 
of  the  Court  had  he  abandoned  that  lan- 
guage now ;  and  he  would  rather  meet 
the  severest  punishment  which  it  was  in 
the  power  of  the  Court  to  inflict,  than 
labour  under  the  degradation  of  bein^ 
thought  a  hypocrite.  The  whole  of  the 
case  was  before  the  Court ;  they  would 
recollect  the  nature  of  the  provocation ; 
they  would  read  the  libel,  and  would  con- 
sider whether,  if  that  were  true,  the 
defendant  deserved  punishment  or  not. 
He  would  say  little  about  his  sufferings  on 
account  of.  the  present  prosecution-r-his 
expences,  his  loss  of  time;  the  whole  of 
his  subsistence,  depending  ns  it  did,  upon 
his  daily  exertions.  He  hoped  he  should 
support  his  punishment  with  firmness; 
and  though  he  were  to  be  confined  jn  the 
dungeon  of  Dionysius,  he  would  i>ot  ex- 
change character  witlj  Lord  CastWeagba 
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lie  retained  his  conyiction  that  every  part 
of  the  supposed  libel  being  proved,  as  he 
offered  to  do  it,  it  was  justifiable. 

The  Attoiiney  General  then  rose  on 
the  part otthe prosecution.  He  had  heard 
the  address  of  the  defendant  with  deep 
regret  and  with  much  disgust.  He  knew 
the  Court's  anxiety  not  to  deprive  the 
defendant  of  the  slightest  circumstance  of 
iniligation  which  his  case  nfforded  :  he 
knew  how  long  the  Court  had  refrained 
from  interfering,  upon  the  principle  of 
mercy  to  one  who  deserved  none,  al- 
tbou<Th  he  would  find  it.  It  was  impossi- 
ble to  hear  the  defendant's  address  without 
seeing  that  he  entertained  a  deliberate 
design,  manifested  as  well  in  the  publica- 
tion of  the  libel  as  in  the  defence  of  it,  per 
fas  ct  tiefas,  to  ruin  the  character  of  Lord 
Castlereagh — to  represent  him  as  a  mon- 
ster of  iniquity,  and  that  against  his  own 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  fact.  The  At- 
torney General  would  not  say  this  lightly 
of  any  man;  but  it  was  a  matter  of  public 
history,  that  Lord  Castlereagh  held  no 
office  in  Ireland  till  March,  17'JS  ;  and  yet 
it  was  asserted  in  the  libel,  that  he  was 
the  leader  of  the  administration,  and  the 
author  of  the  measures  which  were  pur- 
sued in  1707.  Was  there  any  thing  more 
disgraceful  to  that  cause  of  liberty  which 
the  defendant  pretended  to  hold  so  high, 
that  the  outrage  which  the  defendant  had 
that  day  committed  upon  pnb;;c  decency 
and  good  manners,  sh-^a  Ui  be  borne 
with  impunity  ?  Whom  had  t!:e  defendnn*^ 
not  libelled,  ffom  his  Lordsh  p  on  the 
Bench,  down  to  the  Middlesex  Magi.- 
trates  ?  The  defendant  desired  his  Lord- 
ship not  to  send  him  to  any  prison  in 
custody  of  the  Magistrates  of  Midd!c;jex, 
because  that  measure  would  be  the  death 
of  him.  Can  any  man  think  that  he  be- 
lieves what  he  says?  If  he  does  believe  it, 
he  is  as  ignorant  of  the  administration  of 
the  laws  of  England,  as  he  has  shewn 
himself  of  the  laws.  Had  the  defendant 
known  any  thing  about  that  administra- 
tion, he  would  liave  known  that  thtre 
was  no  one  Magistrate  base  or  hardy 
enough  to  attempt  his  ill-treatment,  or 
that  if  there  were,  the  rest  would  never  be 
found  to  consent  to  it.  The  Attorney 
General  did  not  trouble  the  Court  with 
repealing  the  libel ;  malignant  und  wicked 
as  it  was,  there  was  notiiing  in  it  so  ma- 
lignant or  so  wicked  as  what  the  defend- 
ant had  that  day  urged  in  its  extenuation. 
The  Attorney  General  said  "  wicked," 
for  there  was  no  conduct  more  base  than 


that  of  the  man,  \vho,  when  he  was  called 
upon  to  answer  for  wrongs,  took  advantage 
of  the  indulgence  always  shewn  by  the 
Court  to  men  in  his  situation,  to  more 
than  double  those  wrongs,  by  charges  ten 
thousand  times  more  infamous  than  those 
for  the  "preferment  of  which  he  was  ori' 
ginally  indicted.  And  who  was  the  per- 
son who  placed  himself  upon  this  emi- 
nence, with  regard  to  Lord  Castlereagh  ? 
By  his  own  account  of  himself,  he  was  the 
editor,  in  Ireland,  of  a  paper  called  tha 
Press;  a  man  who  was,  in  that  country, 
convicted  of  a  libel  in  that  paper 

Lord  Ellen  BOROUGH  interfered,  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral from  going  into  extraneous  matter. 

The  Atto«ney-Genetial  replied,  that 
what  he  had  asserted  was  stated  in  the 
libel,  and,  after  all  that  the  defendant  had 
said  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  the  learned 
Counsel  confessed  that  the  Court  had  a 
right  to  confine  him  to  the  letter  of  the 
libel.  He  desired  that  it  might  be  re- 
membered, that  almost  every  word  the 
defendant  uttered  was  the  foulest  slander 
that  ever  fell  from  the  mouth  of  man. 
He  called  upon  his  Lordship  to  remember 
how  he  condycted  himself  towards  his 
prosecutor,  and  how  the  Attorney-General 
conducted  himself;  and  to  deal  justice 
between  them.  He  had  the  defendant 
upon  his  own  statement  a  convicted  libel- 
ler in  Ireland ;  and  he  had  now  shewn 
himself  a  libeller  against  the  Court  which 
then  convicted  him.  Surely,  when  he 
planted  himself  in  the  late  Expedition, 
even  the  circumstance  of  his  having  been 
a  convicted  libeller  would  of  itself  suggest 
the  propriety  of  not  sufivring  such  a  per- 
son to  accompany  that  Expedition;  and 
should  an  individual,  because  he  chose  to 
blow  the  trumpet  of  his  own  fame,  dare 
to  question  the  conduct  of  those  who  had 
the  management  of  that  expedition,  when 
they  thought  fit  to  issue  an  order  to  prohi- 
bit his  remaining  in  their  company  ?  And 
s!;ould  it  be  permitted  him,  when  called 
upon  to  answer  a  libel,  to  multiply  that 
libel,  and  to  avow  himself  the  accuser  of 
Lord  Castlereagh  ?  Was  there  any  thing 
in  this  conduct  but  the  excess  of  it  which 
stupitied  one,  and  prevented  one  from 
complaining  of  it  at  once  ?  The  Attorney 
Genera!  would  not  be  understood  as  com- 
plaining of  the  Court  for  not  interposing 
more  severely  ;  for,  after  his  Lordship's 
notice,  the  defendant  had  nothing  t^  pre= 
vent  him  in  his  calumnies  but  his  own 
sense  of  decency.      When  he  began  a 
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sentence,  the  Court  could  not  anticipate 
how  it  would  end.  But  the  Altoniey- 
General  called  upon  the  Court  to  vi^it 
these  added  calumnies  in  the  defendant's 
punishment.  What  redress  had  Lord 
Castlereagh  for  the  gross  injuries  he  had 
received  that  day;  ujiless,  taking  nil  the 
circumstances  into  their  consideration, 
the  Court  estimated  the  degi'ee  of  niahg- 
nity  which  the  defendant  possessed  against 
Lord  Castlereagh,  and  punished  him  ac- 
cordingly;  The  defendant  had  seated 
himself  to  have  acted  not  without  legal 
advice,  but  the  Attorney-General  was  well 
persuaded  the  defendant  had  not  followed 
that  advice:  for  no  Gentlemen  at  the 
Bar  would  have  advised  the  defendant  to 
pursus  the  conduct  he  had  that  day  pur- 
sued ;  and  there  was  not  one  but  would 
have  told  him  that  the  very  production  of 
his  present  Affidavits  would  be  a  violation 
of  the  law.  His  passion  for  injuring  Lord 
Castlereagh  had  suppressed  liis  natural 
desire  of  defending  himself:  he  was  in 
the  situation  of  a  man  reckless  of  his  own 
life,  so  that  he  murdered  his  enemy,  or 
him  whom  he  chose  to  fancy  his  enemy. 
The  question  for  their  Lorriships  to  consi- 
der was  the  measure  and  kind  of  punish- 
ment which  should  be  inflicted  upon  the 
defendant ;  and  upon  that  head  the  de- 
fendant himself  had  desired  iheir  lord- 
ships not  to  ?end  him  to  a  parlicubr  spe- 
cies of  prison.  The  Attorney-General 
trusted  the  punishment  of  the  defendant 
would  not  be  confined  to  imprisonment; 
but,  that,  if  there  was  any  kind  of  punish- 
ment in  their  Lordships'  discretion  more 
degrading  than  imprisonment,  that  too 
would  be  inflicted  upon  the  defendant. 
If, their  Lordships  had  ever  met  with  a 
a  case  more  aggravated  than  the  present, 
the  Attorney-General  desired  the  defend^ 
ant  might  receive  a  mitigated  ser.if^.ce  ; 
but  if  they  found  in  the  affidavits  and  ad- 
dress of  the  defendant  to  the  Court,  and 
to  the  Public,  (the  Counsel  might  say)  the 
wtmost  degree  of  malignity,  he  desired 
them  not  to  furget  the  justice  of  the  laws 
of  England,  tempered  as  they  were  with 
mercy  ;  and  also  not  to  forget  their  Lord- 
ships' own  dignity,  and  liow  the  defendant 
had  aimed  his  outrageous  reflections  upon 
those  laws,  through  the  Court.  He  de- 
sired them  to  remember,  too,  the  prosecu- 
tor's! unmerited  wrongs,  and  when  they 
had  allowed  every  thing  to  mercy — when 
they  had  studiously  selected  every  portion 
of  excuse  for  the  defendant's  conduct,  to 
put  his  accuraulated   malignity  into  the 


other  scale,  and  then  pronounce  the  sen- 
tence which  juiiice  called  for  and  exacted. 
How  would  character  be  sacred  hereafter, 
if  this  ofTence  were  lightly  punished  ? 
What  ca^e  called  for  the  severest  punish^ 
nvent,  if  this  did  not  ? 

JMr.  GaUrow  followed  on  the  same  side. 

]Mr.  Justice  Grose  observed,  that  the 
Court  had  so  lately  taken  the  circum- 
stances of  the  present  libel  into  their  con- 
sideration, in  the  case  of  another  defen- 
dant, that  they  had  nO  hesitation  in  award- 
ing their  sentence  immediately.  That 
which  was  an  offence  in  that  person  as  the» 
publisher  of  the  libel,  was  much  more  aa 
offence  in  the  present  defendant,  who  was 
its  author.  The  Court  in  vain  looked  for 
any  circumstances  of  miti^&tion  in  the 
present  case.  The  defendant' manifested 
a  cool,  deliberate  intention  to  commit  the 
offence ;  and  the  Court  had  seen  in  what 
had  since  passed  nothing  like  a  sense  of 
his  error.  The  Court  did  therefore  order 
and  adjudge.  That  the  defendant  be  com- 
mitted to  his  Majesty's  gaol  for  the  city 
of  Lincoln  for  the  space  of  18  calendar 
months,  and  find  security  for  his  good  be- 
haviour for  five  years  from  that  time> 
himself  in  500/.  and  two  sureties  in  T250/. 
each,  and  be  further  imprisoned  till  that 
security  be  p.i-ocured. 

In'^tallation  of  the  Regent. 
dtti  Feb.  1811. 

This  being  the  day  appointed  for  swear^ 
ing  in  the  Prince  of  Wales  as  Regent,  be- 
fore his  taking  upon  himself  that  import- 
ant office,  about  twelve  o'clock  a  party  of 
the  flank  companies  of  the  grenadiers,  with 
their  colours,  the  band  of  the  1st  Regi- 
ment, drums  and  fifes,  with  white  gaiters 
on,  marched  into  the  court-yard  ofCarltorj 
House,  where  the  colours  were  pitched  in 
the  centre  of  the  grand  entrance;  the  band 
struck  up  God  save  the  Kins;,  and  continued 
playing  that  national  piece  alternately 
with  martial  airs  during  the  day  till  near 
five  o'clock.  Colonel  Blomfield,  one  of 
tlie  Prince*3  principal  attendants,  having 
written  to  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  the 
Captain  of  his  Majesty's  Yeomen  of  the 
Guard,  informing  him  it  was  his  Royal 
Highness's  commands  that  as  many  of  the 
Yeomen  of  the  Guard  should  attend  at 
Carlton  House,  as  usually  attend  upon 
Councils  being  held  by  the  King  in  state,- 
The  Noble  Earl  not  being  in  London,  the. 
letter  was  opened  by  the  Exon  in  waitings 
who  ordered  six  Yeomen  and  an  Usher  to 
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attend  at  Carlton  House,  which  they  ac- 
cordingly did  ;  and  they,  together  with 
the  Prince's  servants  in  state,  lined  the 
grand  hall  and  staircase  ;  several  of  the 
Life-Guardsmen  were  also  in  some  of  the 
rooms,  in  a  similar  manner  as  on  Court 
days  at  St.  James's  Palace. — About  a 
quarter  before  two  o'clock,  the  Duke  of 
Montrose  arrived,  being  the  first  of  the 
Privy  Counsellors  who  attended;  he  was 
followed  by  all  the  Royal  JDukes,  and  a 
▼ery  numerous  assemblage  of  Privy  Coun- 
sellors, who  had  all  arrived  by  a  quarter 
before  three  o'clock.  The  whole  of  the 
toagnificent  suite  of  state  apartments  were 
opened,  and  the  illustriou«  Persons  were 
ail  ushtred  into  the  Gold  Room  (so  called 
from  the  style  of  the  ornaments).  Almost 
every  Privy  Counsellor  now  in  town  was 
present— and  they  •were  above  an  hundred 
in  number.— About  half  past  two  o'clock. 
Earl  Moira,  of  his  Royal  Higlmess's  Coun- 
cil, being  also  a  Privy  Counsellor  of  the 
King,  brought  a  Message  from  the  Prince 
to  the  President  of  the  Council,  Earl  Cam- 
den, desiring  his  attendance  on  the  Prince 
in  an  adjoining  room,  according  to  the 
visual  form,  to  communicate  to  him  offi- 
cially the  return  to  the  summons,  &c. 
The  Noble  Earl  accordingly  went  with 
Earl  Moira,  made  the  necessary  intimation 
to  his  Koyal  Highness,  and  returned  to  the 
company  ;  who  during  this  time  of  wait- 
ing were  highly  gratified  with  seeing  the 
Princess  Charlotte  on  horseback,  accom- 
panied by  two  grooms,  make  the  tour  of 
the  beautiful  gardens  in  the  front  of  the 
Palace.  His  Royal  Highness  appeared  to 
be  in  excellent  health  and  spirits.— After 
Earl  Caniden's  return,  the  Prince  ap- 
proached in  grand  procession,  preceded  by 
the  Ofiicers  of  his  own  Household,  and  se- 
veral of  his  CouDci!,  among  whom  were 
Earl  Moira.  Lords  Keith,  Cassilis,  Hutchin- 
son, Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  M.  Angelo  Tay- 
lor, Mr.  Tyrwhitt,  Colonel  Mac-Mahon, 
Colonel  Blomfield,  Gen.  Hulse,  Mr.  Eick- 
neU,  &c.  &c.  (His  Chancellor  was  by 
accident  not  present,  and  there  was  a  de- 
lay in  consequence  of  his  Royal  Highness's 
anxious  desire  of  his  presence)  The 
Prince  was  also  accompanied  by  all  the 
Royal  Dukes.  They  passed  through  the 
room  where  the  Privy  Cuu  use  Mors  v/ere 
assembled,  through  the  Circular  Drawing- 
room,  into  the  Grand  Salooji  (a  :>c;autiful 
room  in  scarlet  drapery,  embt^llishcd  with 
portraits  of  ail  the  most  distinguished  Ad- 


mirals  who  have  fought  the  battles  that 
have  given  us  the  dominion  of  the  Seas), 
and  here  the  Prince  seated  himself  at  the 
top  of  the  table — his  Royal  Brothers  and 
Cousin  seating  themselves  on  each  hand 
according  to  seniority,  and  all  the  Officers 
of  his  Household,  not  Privy  Counsellors, 
ranging  themselves  on  each  side  of  the  en- 
trance to  the  Saloon.  The  Privy  Counsel- 
lors then  proceeded,  all  in  full  dress,  ac- 
cording to  their  rank — the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
Archbishop  of  York,  the  Lord  Preaident, 
the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  &c.  &c.  &c.  and  as 
they  severally  entered  they  made  their 
reverence  to  the  Prince,  who  made  a  grace- 
ful return  to  each,  and  they  successively 
took  their  places  at  the  table,  and  lastly, 
Mr.  Fawkener  and  Sir  Stephen  Cotterell 
took  their  seats,  as  Clerk  and  Keeper  of 
the  Records, 

The  Prince  then  spoke  to  the  following 
effect  :— 

"  My  Lords ; — I  understand  that  by  the 
"  Act  passed  by  the  Parliament  appoiiit- 
"  ing  me  Regent  of  tlie  United  Kingdom, 
"  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  his  Ma- 
"  jesty,I  am  required  to  take  certain  oaths, 
"  and  to  make  a  declaration  before  your 
"  Lordbhips,  as  prescribed  by  the  said 
"  Act.  I  am  now  ready  to  take  these 
"  oaths,  and  to  make  the  declaration  pre- 
"  scribed." 

The  Lord  Privy  Seal  then  rose,  made 
his  reverence,  approached  the  Regent,  and 
read  from  a  parchment  the  oaths  as  fol- 
lows— The  Prmce  with  an  audible  voice 
pronounced  after  him  : — 

"  I  do  sincerely  promise  and  swear,  that 
"  I  will  be  faithful  and  bear  true  allegi- 
"  ance  to  his  Majesty  King  George. 

'' So  help  me  God." 

"  I  do  solemnly  promise  and  swear  That 
"  I  will  truly  and  faithfully  execute  the 
"  Office  of  Regent  of  the  United  Kingdom 
"  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  according 
"  to  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the 
"  fifty-first  year  of  the  reign  of  his  M*- 
"jestyKii.g  George  the  Third  (intitled, 
"  An  Act,  &c.),  and  that  I  will  administer, 
"  according  to  law,  the  pov\er  and  autho- 
"  rity  v'tested  in  me  by  virtue  of  the  said 
"  Act;  and  that  I  will  in  all  things  to  the 
"  utmi'St  of  my  power  and  ability,  consult 
"  and  maintain  the  safety,  honour,  and 
•'  dignity  of  his  Mnjesty,  and  the  welfare 
"  of  his  people.  So  help  :ne  God." 
CTo  be  continued.) 
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SUMMARY  OF. POLITICS. 

■The  Regency. — — This  subject,  as  one 
of  regular  dis«;ussion,  I  shall  here  bring  to 
a  close,  luiving,  I  ihinlc,  borne  my  pnrt  iji 
it  from  the  beginning  to  the.  end.  It  was, 
I,  Avho,  as  the  saying  is,  broks  the  ice,  as' 
to  the  proper  mode  o\'  considering  and 
treating  the  matter.  Till  I  entered  upon 
the  subject,  nothing  was  heard,  through 
the  channel  of  the  public  prints,  but  la- 
menting and  weeping  and  wailing  and! 
sniveling  and  canting.  There  were,  ia  all 
human  probability,  more  lying  and  hypo- 
crisy in  England  during  that  month,  than 
ever  have  been  witnessed  iri  any  other 
country  in  the  course  of  a  year.  If  I 
Were  to  select  any  particular  month  of  the 
history  of  my  country  as  the  most  dis- 
graceful, I  should  have  no  hesitation  in 
selecting  that.  The  Bank  restriction  ?nonth, 
that  is  to  !ray,  the  last  week'of  February 
and  the  three  first  of  April,  l7i}7,  bad,  in 
my  opinion,  theretofore  the  shameful  pre- 
eminence ;  but,  the  folly  and  baseness 
then  so  conspicuoirs  in  the  country,  were 
surpassed  by  the  folly  and  baseness  of  the 
first  month  of  the  King's  illness.  Ths 
venal  writers,  who  dealt  in  such  doleful 
strains  had  their  object  in  view,  and  axery 
rational  one  it  v/as,  though  very  malig- 
nant and  mischievous.  Their  object  wa;, 
by  the  means  of  incessant  lamentation? 
and  bowlings,  to  leave  it  to  be  clearly  in- 
ferred, that  if  the  kingly  part  of  the  go- 
vernment got  into  other  hands,  ruin,  de- 
tBtruction,  perdition,  would  come  swiftly 
upon  us  ail  ;  and  such  has  been  the 
beastly  stupidity  of  many  of  the  people 
in  this  country  since  the  A^ear  1792,  that 
I  should  not  much  wonder,  if  there  were 
some  of  them  who  were,  by  these  and  the 
like  means,  made  to  believe,  that  even  their 
natural   lives  depended  upon  that  of  the 

King. It  is  true,  that  this  description 

of  persons,  would,  in  an  hour  of  need,  be 
of  no  more  consequence  than  so  many 
snails  or  caterpillars  ;  but,  they  count  as 
to  numbers,  and  they  talk  as  much  as  the 

hale  and  the  brave. There   seemed  to 

be,  in  the  hostile  daily  prints,  a  rivalrhip 
as  to  which  should  go  farthest  in  the  way 


of  lying  and  canting  ;  so  that  it  is  not  a 
subject  of  much  wonder,  that  the  public 
caught   the    disgraceful    tone.  What 

must  foreigners  have  thought  of  this  ? 
The  Americans,  who  say  pretty  freely 
what  they,  thigk  of  ui',  do,  to  be  sure, 
laugh  most  uj^mercifully  at  our'  despfiir. 
One  ofthQiiiL,  v/hp,  seems  to  have. £<st  hold 
ofih'e  Mprninii  Chwnick  oj  about  the  be- 
ginning of  r^oyera.b.cr,  breaks  out  into  a 
pathetic  apostrQpiietp.  «?,  .Qoes  not  expect 
us  to  survive  t.hp  offllction,  and  calls  upon 
us  to  repent  before  we  depart,  of  onr  ma- 
nifold sins  and  wickednesses,  "  especially 
"those  committed  upon  the  highvjay  of 
*'  the  water."  In  short,  the  cant,  the  in- 
Comparable  cant,  coTitaine.d -in  our  news- 
papers of  'd\e  month  of  November  last, 
seems  to  have  convulsed  the  American 
continent  with  laughter.  Some  of  the 
writers  there  put  the  case  as  it  might  have 
related  to  themselves.  They  suppose,  for 
argurherit's  sake,  that  they  had  still  been 
subjects  of  the  King.  They  ask  what,  in 
such  a  case  as  this,  and  with  the  doctrines 
of  our  news-papers  in  vogue,  would  have 

been  tJieir  fate. Then  they  turn  to  the 

memorable  stories  promulgated  by  the 
Morning  Post,  and  laugh  ready  to  split 
thpir  sides.  They  repeat  a  great  deal  of 
the  cant  of  our  prints  ;  they  explain  cer- 
tain passages  to  \.Vi?i\t  readers  as  they  go. 
on  ;  they  say  what  none  of  us  would,  for 
delicacy's  sake,  think  of  saying  ;  they  are 
not  so  refined  a  people  as  we  are  j  they 
relaie  anecdotes;  they  state  things  in  so 
many  ivords,  and  when  they  insert  the 
sham  letters  which  the  Courier  publishes 
as  coming  from  Winclsor,  they  burst  out 
into  laughter  in  such  away  that  you  almost 
fancy  you  hear  them  laugh  as  you  read  their 

columns. One  would  think,  that  those 

who  (have  brains  enough  to  manage  evea 
the  business  part  of  a  daily  paper,  would 
have  too  great  a  sense  of  shame  to  be 
content  to  live  in  the  state  of  a  laughing 
stock  ;  and,  when  they  have  got  money, 
^and  are  able  to  say,  that  they  can  live  all 
their  days  witliout  any  thing  more  thau 
they  have  ;  that  they  have  a  plenty  for 
all  their  purposes;  when  men  are  in  this 
state.,  it  really  is  astonishing,  that  they 
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can  voluntarily  expose  themselves  to 
laughter  and  contempt  for  the  sake  of  add- 
ing a  few  thousands  to  their  gains.  But, 
when  men  have  lied  and  canted  themselves 
iiUo  pelf,  they  are,  I  am  afraid,  generally 
found  to  persevere  to  the  last.  If  such  men 
were  to  become  farmers;  they  >yould]ie  and 
cant  to  their  labourers  ;  or,  in  default  of 
human  beings  to  deceive,  they  would  lie 

and  cant  to  their  horses  or  sheep. 1  do 

not  confound  the  Morning  Chronicle 
with  the  venal  prints,  which  have  so  dis- 
tinguished themselves  upon  this  occasion  ; 
but,  I  often  meet  with  what  I  cannot  ap- 
prove of  in  that  paper  ;  an  instance  of 
which  I  have  now  under  my  eye,  in  a^  pas- 
sage relating  to  the  Speech  of  the  Prince. 
In    the    passage    I    am  alluding    to   the 

writer  makes  these  remarks  : "  In  one 

"  paragraph  of  it,  at  least,  his  Royal  High- 
"  ness  will  most  cordially  concur  in  the 
."  sentiment  which  will  be  introduced  ; 
"  namely,  the  express<ion  of  deep  sorrow 
"  at  the  cause  which  has  imposed  upon 
"  hiui  the  afflicting  duty  of  supplying  for 
"  a  time  the  Ke.gal  Authority.  No  man 
"  m  the'  King's  dominions  can  more  per- 
"  feclly  sympathize  in  that  expression  than 
"the  Regent;  for  all  those  who.  have  had 
"  the  best  opportunities  of  ascertaining 
"  the  imnost  feelings  of  his  heart  from  his 
"  earliest  infancy,  assure  us,  that  at  no  time, 
"  even  when  most  embittered  by  the  effects 
,  *"'  of  the  mischievous  misrepresentations 
"  made  to  his  detriment,  was  he  ever 
"  known  to  manifest  other  than  the  most 
"  affectionate  and  pious  reverence  for  his 
"•  Royal  Father.  And  we  believe  it  has 
"  been  tvell  rewurdi^d ;  for  on  the  other  side, 
''  we  understanti  it  has  been  remarked, 
"  and  set  down  as  an  infallible  .symptom 
"  of  the  access  of  his  Majesty's  complaint, 
"  that  his  paternal  confidence  in  the  affection, 
"  virtues,  and  conduct  of  his  Son  and  Heir, 
"  was  loudly  declared  by  him  to  be  the 
"  chief  source  of  consolation  to  his  heart  on 
"  every  alarm  of  approaching  malady. 
"  On  this  point  at  least  the  Commissioners 
"  will  speak  the  sense  of  the  Regent."— — 
Now,  in  the  first  place,  it  is  impossible 
that  Mr.  Pekry  can  know  any  thing  at  all 
of  this  matter.  He  cannot  know  any  thing 
about  it.  He  can  know,  for  certainty,  no 
more  about  the  thing  than  I  do ;  and  I 
know  no  more  about  it  than  any  of  the 
lailics,  my  near  neighbours,  who  are  upon 
the  eve  of  a  trip  to  Botany  Bay,  with  in- 
tentions much  less  mischievous  than 
those  wi^h  which  another  description  of 
^dies  take  a  trip  to  India,  the  latter  hav- 


ing riches  derived  from  plunder  in  view, 
while  the  former  confine  their  views  to  a 
bare  existence.-  It  is  silly  aifectation 
to  pretend  to  know  any  thing  of  such 
matters.  It  throws  general  discredit  over 
the  contents  of  the  paper. But,  sup- 
pose Mr.  Perry  to  know  all  this  tobe  true  ? 
What  then  ?  What  use  is  it  of?  What  is 
there  "  rich  or  rare"  in  it  ?  Are  we  to  be 
called  upon  to  express,  or  to  feel,  admira- 
tion at  a  thing  which  is  so  very  common 
in  common  life  ?  Do  we  stand  in  need  of 
assurances,  of  positive  assertions,  that  the 
Prince  of  Wales  loves  and  respects  his  fa- 
ther, and  that  his  father  has  a  confidence 
in  him  ?  I  forget  who  it  is  that  says,  in 
speaking  of  the  assertions  or  arguments  of 
some  one  in  favour  of  Christianity,  that 
"  he  wrote  so  long  about  it,  that  even  be- 
"  lievers  began  to  doubt  it."  And,  though 
a  similar  fate  cannot,  of  course,  attend 
these  asseverations  of  the  Morning  Chroni- 
cle ;  yet,  the  writer  may  be  assured,  that, 
if  there  were  any  doubts  as  to  the  facts  of 
which  he  speaks,  these  asseverations  would 
not  remove  them ;  no,  nor  tend  to  remove 
them,  in  the  smallest  degree.-  Besides, 
what  is  it  after  all  r  A  son  loving  and  re- 
specting his  father,  and  a  father  loving  and 
having  confidence  in  his  son.  Just  as  if 
this  was  nexus  to  tell  to  the  public  !  Just  as 
if  there  was  something  peculiarly  meritori- 
ous in  this !  Why,  the  question  is  not,  where 
the  like  is  to  be  found  ;  but,  where  it  is  not 
to  be  found.  It  is  to  be  found  in  almost 
every  family  in  all  ranks  of  life ;  from  the 
great  family  mansion  to  the  shepherd's 
hut;  and,  not  only  in  the  shepherd's  hut, 

but  in  the  shed  of  his  dog. How  foolish 

is  it,  then,  to  make  a  grand  display  of  so 
very  common-place  a  thing;  to  take  that, 
the  existence  of  which  nature  bids  us  as- 
sume, and  blazon  forth  as  something  re- 
quiring particular  acquaintanceship  to  have 
discovered  ?  Love  his  son  !  And  where  is 
the  wretch  so  unnatural  as  not  to  love  his 
son  ?  Confide  in  his  son  !  And  where  is 
the  father  so  unfortunate,  or  jealous,  or  so 
perverse,   as  not   to  confide  in   his  son  ? 

Let   us    hear  no  more  of  this,  then  ; 

for,  at  the  very  best^  it  can  do  no  good,  it 
can  strengthen  no  man's  belief,  and, 
amongst  people  not  understanding  the 
cause  of  such  publications,  it  may  possibly 
excite  suspicion;  especially  when,  in  al- 
most the  same  breath,  this  same  writer 
tells  us,  that,  if  the  Prince  had  it  in  his 
power  to  do  what  he  could  wish,  he  would 
instantly  turn  out  the  ministers  chosen  and 
kept  in  and  preferred  to  all   others   Ay 


857] 


FEBRUARY  13, 


Aw  father. — ~I  dislike  exceedingly  all 
these  appeals  to  the  private  personal 
qualities  and  disposition  of  the  Royal 
personages.  We  know  nothing  at  all 
about  them  ;  nor  are  they  of  any  conse- 
quence to  us.  It  is  by  their  acts,  by  the 
measures  and  effect  of  the  measures  of 
their  reign,  or  regency,  that  we  must 
judge  of  them  ;  and,  all  the  attempts,  in 
whatever  way,  that  are  made  to  bias  our 
judgment  by  appeals  to  the  private  quali- 
ties of  the  King  or  Regent,  are  mischiev- 

ous,  and  ought  to  be  reprobated, So 

much  for  the  cant  of  the  subject,  which, 
however,  cannot  be  too  often  exposed.  It 
cannot  be  too  often  or  too  strongly  con- 
demned ;  for,  if  the  eflects  were  traced  to 
their  real  causes,  we  should  find  no  small 
part  of  our  present  difficulties  and  dangers 
fairly  ascribable  to  this  poisonous  source. 

1  should  here  quit  the  subject  of  the 

Regency;  but,  it  seems  necessary,  by 
way  of  a  close  to  it,  just  to  take  a  view  of, 
and  put  upon  record,  the  tone  which  the 
two  contending  parties  have  now  assumed. 
— - —  The  Morning  Chronicle  labours 
hard  to  make  its  readers  believe,  that  the 
Ministry  are  slighted  by  the  Prince,  and 
that  they  are  now  puzzled  and  hampered 
by  the  restrictions,  which  they  themselves 
imposed ;    and,  in-short,  that  the  keeping 

of  them  in  was  a  clever  trick. Let  us, 

however,  take  the  whole  article,  it  being 
the  last  time  that  we  shall,  at  any  length, 
touch  upon  the  subject.  I  beg  the  reader 
to  pay  particular  attention  to  it.  He  will 
see  its  object  in  a  moment ;  but,  there  are 
particular  passages,  the  very  words  of 
which  we  shall,  I  am  sure,  have  hereafter 

to  refer  to. "We  cannot  view  the  me- 

**  lancholy  and  almost  ridiculous  situation 
"  in  which  the  King's  Ministers  are 
"  placed  at  this  moment,  without  feelings 
*'  of  real  and  undivided  pity.  Ministers 
*'  without  confidence,  the  jest  of  Windsor, 
"  of  Carlton  House, ^nA  o^  \\\g.\v  own  friends, 
"  distrusted  even  by  their  own  retainers, 
*'  who  consider  them  only  as  upon  suffer - 
"  once,  how  can  we  in  common  humanity 
*'  refuse  them  our  sincere  compassion  ? 
"  With  all  the  responsibility,  all  the  trou- 
"  ble  and  all  the  plague  of  Government, 
"  they  possess  none  of  the  means  of  ren- 
"  dering  their  situations  beneficial  to  the 
*'  public,  grateful  to  their  friends,  or  for- 
"  rhidable  to  their  enemies.  Knowing  how 
«  little  they  had  deserved  the  applause  of 
*'  the  people  or  the  confidence  of  the 
"  Prince,  they  judged  of  him  as  they 
"  would  of  themselYCs,  and  looked  only 
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"  to  their  own  immediate  dismissal,  be- 
"  cause  -they   took  for   granted  that   th« 
"  Prince  would    lake  advantage   of    his 
"  Father's  illness,  as  they  had  done,  and 
"  endeavdur  to  turn  it  to  the  objects  of  hii 
"  oivn   ambition,   as   they    had  to   theirs.'-—- 
"  Under  this  impression  their  sole  object 
"  was  to  make  the  task  of  the  Regent's 
"  future  government,  as  irksome  to  him 
"  and  to  those  who  pdssesscd  his  confi- 
*'  dence  as  they  could.     Restrictions  wers 
"  heaped  upon   restrictions,  not  because 
"  they  were  to  be  found  in  the  precedent 
"  of   1788  (for  from  that  precedent  they 
"  departed)    but    because    by  restriction* 
'•'  the  Regent's  Ministers  Avould  be  prc- 
"  vented    from    conferring  those  acts  of 
"  grace  and  favour  which  might  tend  to 
"  attach  meritorious  taletit  to  his  service 
*'  and  to   add  strength  to  their  Govern- 
"  ment.     Every  runner  of  the  Treasury 
"  enjoyed  a  joke  which  was  so  much  to 
"  the  taste  of  Mr.  Perceval  and  within  the 
"  comprehension   of  Mr.    George   Rose. 
"  Even  Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  made  shift 
"  to  understand  it,  and   Lord  Melville's 
"  son  acknowledged  the  force  as  well  as 
"  the  wit  of  a  project,  the  end  of  which 
"  was  to  prevent  Ministersfrom  practising 
"  jobs.     The  delusion  however  was  quick- 
"  ly  torn  away,  and  their  faces,  distended 
"  with  smiles,  are  now  in  most  ridiculous 
"  contrast  lengthened  into  sadness.  ,  The 
"  Prince,  with  a  degree  of  filial  pie^y  and 
"  affection  towards  his  Father  -which  must  en- 
"  dear  him  to  the  country,  resolves,  so  lon^  ■ 
*'  as  the  fcecourable  symptoms  in  his  Father's 
"  malady  continue,  to   permit   the  King's 
"  Ministers  to  drag  on  the  machinery  of 
"  the  State.     The  poisoned  chalice  is  re- 
"  turned  to  their  own  lips,  the  restrictions 
"  operate  upon  themselves,  they  find  them- 
"  selves  destined  to  try  the  experiment  with 
"  how  small  aportion  of  Royal  power  they 
"  can  carry  ona  Regent'sGovernment ;  the 
"  Regent  is  determined  too  that  theyshall 
'*  try  with  how  small  a  portion  of  Royal  con- 
"  fidence  they  can  perform  their  task,  and 
"  they  find  themselves  chained  in'  bonds 
"  they  forged  for  others,  and  burning  in 
"  their  oxmbnll.     In  charity  then  we  must 
"  give  these  poor  men  the  consolation  of 
"  our  compassion! — We  again  state  as  a 
"  fact  which  we  know  cannot  be  disputed, 
"  that  in  the  Council  Chamber  the  Prince 
"  Regent  shewed  the  strongest  and  most 
"  flattering  marks  of  his  favour  and   of 
"  kindness  to  all  those  connected  with  the 
"  men  known  to   possess  his  confidence, 
"  whilst  to  the  King's  ministers  and  their 
0  2 
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".  adherents  his  deportment,  always  gra- 
"■  cious,  because  to  none  can  it  be  other 
"than  gracious,  marked  to  all  who  were 
"■present,  as  well  as  to  themselves,  the  dis- 
"  lance  at  which  he  Jneant  to  hold  them,  and 
"  the  terms  upon  which  he  permitted  them 
"  to  continue  the  government ;  and  least 
"  they  should  mistake  him,  he  gave  away 
"  the  tirst  thing  which  came  within  his 
"  gift,  xvithout  communication  ivith  them,  and 
"  in  direct  opposition  to  their  known  intentions 
"  and  wishes.  We  if'epeat,  that  the  au- 
"  diencesof  Mr.  Perceval  ?nd  ofthe  other 
"  Ministers  did  not  exceed  two  minutes 
"  each,  with  the  exception  of  the  Lord 
*'  Chancellor,  whom  his  Royal  Highness 
"  detained  whilst  he  communicated  to 
*'  him  that  he  tvould  not  go  dcxvn  to  Parlia- 
"  ment  to  read  the  Speech  written  by  Ministers 
*'  who  did  not  possess  his  confidence.  For  the 
"  iruth  of  this  statement  we  are  ready  to 
"  make  any  appeal  the  Ministerial  News- 
"  papers  may  require.  We  are  ready  even 
"  to  appeal  to  the  Lord  Chancellor's  con- 
*'  science." — Taking  this  in  its  order,  we 
find,  then,  that  it  is  now  considered  an  arch 
^4ck  to  have  kept  the  ministers  in  their 
places.  But,  surely,  this  cannot  have  been 
"written  by  Mr.  Perry,  nor  inserted  with 
his  hearty  consent.  He  has  too  much  sense 
of  decency  to  approve  of  so  palpable  an 
attempt  to  deceive  the  public ;  so  pitiful 
an  endeavour  to  disguise  disappointmcBt 
»nd  envy  by  the  means  of  affected  com- 
passion. No :  this  proceeded  not  from  the 
Ciind  of  Mr.  Perry,  who  is  only  to  blame, 
in  this  case,  for  fathering  the  stupid  effu- 
sions of  some  underling  of  the  Twin  States- 
men.— This  clever  trick  would  now  be  held 
forth  to  us  as  having  been  contrived  for 
the  purpose;  but,  who  was  it  that  con- 
trivet)  it?  Not  the  Prince,  for  he,  as  the 
Morning  Chronicle  has  told  us,  ^ave  his 
orders  to  the  Twin  Statesmen  to' form  a 
tfiinistry  for  him.  Not  the  Twin  States- 
men, for  they,  after  the  passing  ofthe  Re- 
•olutions,  occupied  themselves,  as  the 
French  call  it,  in  forming  that  ministry. 
And,  difiicult  as  the  situation  of  ministers 
now  is,  they  were,  it  seems,  quite  willing 
to  undertake  it.  So  thtit,  at  any  rate,  if 
there  be  any  cleverness  in  the  trick  of 
keeping  the  present  ministers  in  power,  it 
ia  not  to  be  ascribed  to  those  who  it  is 
acknowledged,  were  ready  to  supply  their 
places, But,  what  are  those  difficul- 
ties ;  and  what  reason  have  the  present 
ministers  to  wear  long  faces ;  and  how  are 

they   burning  in  their  own   bull  ? With 

tk^m  all  i»  smooth.     Whatever  is  con- 


ferred by  the  Prince,  under  their,  advice, 
will  be  confirmed  by  his  father,  if  he  re- 
cover ;  and,  if  he  do  not  recover,  must,  iu 
the  end  be  confirmed  by  the  Prince  him- 
self.  '\\ie.  present  ministers  lose  nothing 

in  the  way  of  power  by  the  restrictions; 
for,  whatever  in  the  way  of  patronage 
cannot  be  disposed  of  previous  to  the 
King's  resumption  of  the  Royal  authority, 
will  be  to  be  disposed  of  then;  and  thus 
are  these  things,  these  "  rewards  of  merit," 
as  the  Morning  Chronicle  calls  them,  ac- 
cumulating  for  the  benefit  of  those  "  7neri- 
"  iorious'  persons,  who  may  have  been, 
and  may    still   be,  found  faithful  to   the 

present     men. Where,    then,    is    the 

seniip  of  talking  of  embarrassments  to  the 
present  men  from  the  restrictions  ?  It  is, 
perhaps,  quite  impassible  to  conceive  any 
thing,  short  of  absolute  despotic  sway, 
moie  complete  than  the  hold  which  these 
men  have  upon  power,  as  far  as  power  is 
dependent  upon  patronagt!.  Their  hold 
is  even  more  strong  tlian  if,  daring  the 
King's  malady,  they  had  all  the  kingly 
powers  in  their  hands ;  for,  in  that  case, 
they  murt,  as  they  pr(»ceeded,  actually 
reward  some  "  meritorious  persons,"  jand, 
disappoint  and  oftiend  others,  especially 
where  "  meritorious  persons"  are  so 
vcrj'  numerous  as  they  are  in  this  -coun- 
try; but,  now,  they  disappoint  no  one, 
they  disoblige  no  one,  they  hold  every  one 
in  expectancy,  every  one  in  cheering  and 
heart-euiivening  hope,  and  those  "merito- 
"  rious  persons,"  seeing  the  quantity  of 
"  rewards"  daily  accumulating,  will  be- 
come, of  course,  every  day  more  attached 
to  the  ministers.  "  Where  the  carcass 
"  is,"  says  the  Scripture,  "  there  will  the 
"  Eagles  be  gathered  together."  And,  of 
course,  the  more  carcasses  the  more  Eagles. 
And  thus,  so  firm  a  bond  oF  attachment,  so 
strong  a  hold  of  such  numbers  of  "  meri- 
"  torious"  supports,  no  mini^try  in  Eng- 
land ever  had   before. Nay,  they  wiU 

have  this  Vr-iihout  any  trouble  at  alL 
They  V,  ill  not  only  have  nothing  to  refuse 
to  any  one  ;  but  no  one  will  attempt  to 
plague  them  for  any  thing  included  in  the 
restrictions.  And,  yet,  this  writer  would 
fain  have  us  believe,  that  the  restrictions 
which  they  hatched  are  to  operate  against 

themselves  .' 1  was  in  hopes,  that  the  idea 

ofthe  Prince's  having  changed  bis  inten- 
tion from  motives  of  filial  piety  had  been  so 
completely  scouted  as  neyer  to  ht  again 
brought  forward ;  but,  if  it  was  again  to 
be  mentioned,  surely  it  ought  not  to  hjav» 
been  accompauied  with  a  statejtnent^of  kis.. 
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having  resolved  to  put  nut  the  King's  ser- 
vants if  his  mOladi)  continued  anj/  len^tli  of 
time,  and  also  nitli  a  stiteiiieiu  of  his  h  'V- 
ihg  treated  those  servunti  ivitli  conlumelj/,  and 
told  them  that  he  would  not  go  down  to 
the  pnrliaiiii'iit  to  read  a  sfteech  wiiLien 
bj/  canisters  who  did  not  possess  his  confidence  ? 
To  Tnake  these  statements,  to  state  tliese 
things  so  positively,  and,  at  the  sametiiDe, 
to  assert,  that  the  Prince  kept  in  the  mi- 
nisters out  0^  filial  piety  to  his  father,  who 
had  chosen  them,  is  to  do  this  writer's  best 
to  exhibit  the  Prince  in  a  light  the  most 
disadvantageous  that  can  possibly  be  con- 
ceived ;  for,  any  thing  more  inconsistejit, 
more  unworthy  of  a  great,  or  even  of  a 
rational  mind,  it  is,  I  think,  very  diffi- 
cult to  imagine. The  Coukier,  who  is 

th€  news-paper  champion  of  the  ministry, 
sees  this  matter  in  another  light,  and  is 
accordingly  quite  successful  in  his  answer, 

'\  In  pursuance,"  says  he,    "  of  the 

"  plan  for  attacking  the  person  as  well  as 
"  the  Governnaent  of  the  Regent,  the  Op- 
''  position  represent  him  as  bt- having  with 
"  marked  rudeness  to  his  Majesty's  Mi- 
"  nisters,  that  he  purposely  shevved  in  the 
«'  Council  Chamber  the  distance  at  which 
"  he  meant  to  hold  them,  whilst  he  sc'.ilcd 
"  most  graciously  at  the  Opposition.  This 
•^no  doubt  originated  in  his  Royal  High- 
*'  ness's  humanity.  He  saw  .the  poor 
"creatures  so  chop-fallen,  so  woe-begone, 
«'  looking  with  such  misery,  at  each  other, 
"  and  with  such  envy  at  the  Ministers, 
"  that  he  threw  a  smile  at  them  to  keep 
"  them  from  despair.  Now,  as  to  holding 
^<  the  Ministers  at  a  distance,  Mr.  Per- 
"  ceval,  and  the  other  IMembers  of  the 
"  Cabinet,  have  reason  to  be  perfectly  satis- 
"fed  "with  the  Prince's  behaviour  toivards 
♦'  them.  It  is  most  gracious.  The  con- 
"  ferring  the  67th  Foot  on  General  Keppel 
*'  was  not  against  the  wishes  of  the  Ministers, 
"  though  if  the  Opposition  had  been  in,  it 
<'  might  probably  have  been  against  their 
*'  wishes.  And  as  to  the  audience  of  Mr. 
"  Perceval,  we  adhere  to  our  first  assertion. 
"  But  what  must  his  Royal  Highness  think 
*'  of  those  styling  themselves  his  friends, 
"  who  say  that  he  detained  the  Lord 
<"  Chancellor  whilst  he  communicated  to 
**  him,  "  that  he  would  not  go  down  to 
"  Parliament  to  read  the  Speech  written 
♦'  by  Ministers  who  did   not  possess   his 

"  confidence." The  Opposition  would 

"  have  us  to  believe  the  Prince  to  be  sub- 
"  ject  to  all  the  low  little  .selfish  passions  that 
"  iill  their  breasts.  Did  he,  or  could  he  so 
*'  deliver  hiraielf  to  the  Chancellor  ?    We 
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"  are  persuad-.-d  it  is  impossible  ;  and  let 
"  it  be  recollected, that  whether  the  Speech 
"  be  read  by  the  Regent  in  person,  or  by 
'*  his  Commissioners,  it  i-;  still  a  Speech 
"  which    7nust    have    previously   rrceived   his 

"  .tanction  and  approbation.'  This   i3   & 

complete  aii.--.wer  to  liie  Morning  Chro-, 
nitle.  There  is  no  doubt  at  all,  that 
tne  Prince  finds  himself  less  thwarted  by 
the  present  meti,  than  he  would  have 
found  himself  with  ammistry  made  up  b)'- 
Lords  Grenville  and  Grey.  No  doubt  at 
all  of  it.  But,  it  does  not  follow,  that  h« 
is  to  be  regarded  as  answerable,  to  the  ex- 
tent here  airaed  at,  for  the  Speech  that  may 
be  delivered  in  his  name.  The  Speech 
is  a  measure  of  the  Ministiy,  in  the  same 
way  as  a  Proclamation  or  an  Order  in 
Council  or  a  Message  is  a  measure  of  the 
ministry,  and,  as  such  it  mast  be  consi- 
dered ;  as  such  speeches  frotn  the  Throne 
have  always  been  considered,  or  else,  how 
could  they,  without  demolishing  all  re- 
spect for  the  King,  be  discussed  either  in 
parliament  or  in  print  ?  And,  if  this  be 
the  true  doctrine  as  to  the  King,  who  has 
no  restrictions  upon  his  authority,  and 
who  chooses  whom  he  pleases  for  b'.s  mi- 
nisters, it,  surely,  must  apply  still  mor« 
forcibly  to  the  case  of  the  Prince,  who  has 
so  small  a  part  gf  the  kingly  powers  and 
prerogatives  left  in  his  hands,  who  has 
had  nothing  to  do  in  the  cIk  osing  of  the 
ministers,  and  who  inerely  sufTers  them  to 
remain  where  he  found  them,  noi  having 
power  either  to  choose  or  reject.  Whether 
he  ought  to  have  accented  of  the  Regency 
upon  such  conditions  is  another  matter;  I 
should  have  advised  him  against  it ;  but, 
this  is  quite  a  separate  question ;  and, 
neither  Mr.  Perceval  nor  Lord  Gren- 
ville can  possibly  impute  any  blame  to 
him  upon  that  score,  seeing  that  the  for- 
mer  proposed,  and  the  latter  supported,  thosm 

restrictions. 1  am  the  irsore  inclined  ta 

dwell  upon  this  topic  of  the  Prince's  as- 
sumed *'  previous  sanction  of  the  Speech;" 
because  I  am  aware,  that  the  assumption 
has  not  been  now  introduced  without  dc' 
sign.  The  venal  writer  has  not  introduced 
it  without  thinking  wdiat  he  was  about; 
and  the  design  is  to  play  oil"  the  old  trick 
of  shifting  the  responsibility  from  ths 
shoulders  of  the  minister  to  these  of  the 
Prince.  "  Here,"  we  shall  be  told : 
"Look  here:  here  is  the  Prince's  otvn 
"  Speech.  See  what  he  says,  if  you  want 
"  to  know  what  he  thinks."  And,  in  this 
way,  if  the  Speech  contain  praises  of  all 
that  has  been  done  for  the  last  three  years. 
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and  deprecate  any  change  in  so  delightful 
and  prosperous  a  system,  we  are  to  be 
taught    to    believe,    that    these    are    the 

genuine  opinions  of  the  Prince. It  is  very 

true,  however,  that,  in  spile  of  all  that  can 
be  said,  this,  to  a  great  extent,  will  be  the 
effect;  and  here  it  is  that  His  Royal  High- 
ness willfeel  the  evils  ofhaving  taken  the 
office  upon  him  with  such  limited  powers. 
In  the  eyes  of  the  mass  of  the  nation,  the 
speech  will  be  Az's  speech;  and,  it  will  re- 
quire a  great  deal  more  than  his  particular 
friends,  will,  I  am  afraid,  be  either  able 
or  willing  to  do,  to  remove  that  impression, 
•which  may,  one  day  or  another,  prove 

greatly  injurious  to  his  interests. H« 

will,  unless  great  exertions  are  made  to 
prevent  it,  become,  to  a  great  extent, 
identified  with  the  Pitt  system,  the  con- 
sequences of  which  no  man  can  calculate, 
and,  if  any  one  could,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
that  there  are  very  few  who  would  ho- 
nestly lay  the  result  of  the  calculation  be- 
fore bia  eyes. 1  am  now  writing  while 

the  speech  is  delivering  to  the  two  Houses, 
and,  I  shall  not  see  it,  till  long  after  this  is 
gone  to  the  press;  but,  it  is  hardly  possi- 
ble, that,it  should  omit  to  speak  of  the  af- 
fairs in  Portugal,  and,  if  it  speak  in  co77i' 
mendaiion  of  what  has  been  done  there,  it 
will  be  very  difficult  to  keep  the  Prince 
from  appearing  to  be  a  party  to  that  fa- 
mous war.- Tiie  prudent  way  would  be, 

to  say,  that,  "  thus  and  thus  my  Royal 
"  Father  has  thought  proper  to  order ; 
"  and  this  and  that  have  taken  place  under 
*'  the  direction  of  my  Royal  Father's  mi- 
*'  nisters.'' The  minister  could  not  ob- 
ject to  this  ;  and  thus  would  the  Prince 
keep  clear  of  the  system;  but,  I  can  con- 
ceive no  other  way  for  him  to  do  it. 

As  to  the  Opposition,  which  will  now  show 
itself  in  Parliament,  it  will  be  pretty  nearly 
what  it  was  before,  but  weaker.  The  King's 
recovery  would  so  completely  confirm 
the  power  of  the  present  people  for  his 
life,  that  there  would  not  remain  the  small- 
est hope  of  supplanting,  amongst  those 
who  have  hitherti^  had  that  object  in  view; 
and  as  to  the  people,  they  like  one  of  the 
parties  just  as  well  as  the  pther;  it  being 
impossible  for  them  to  discover  any  dif- 
ference in  them,  as  far  as  the  people's  in- 
terests or  feelingg  are  concerned.  Those 
who  j^re  OUT,  and  who,  of  course,  wish  to 
come  in,  tell  us  that  ihey  icoidd  have  con- 
ducted the  ivar  better.  We  do  not  know 
thtt.  But,  what  is  the  ivar,  compared 
with  many  otln^r  things?  Would  they 
have  lessened  the  Taxes?  Would  they  have 


lessened  \he  sinecures  and  the  pensions  ?  Did 
they  do  this?  Did  they  attempt  to  do  it? 
No:  but  they  abused,  like  pickpockets, 
all  those  who  called  upon  them  for  any 
5uch  measure.  It  was  they  who  swelled 
the  Income  Tax  from  Sir  to  Ten  per  Cent, 
and  who,  for  the  first  time,  exempted  the 
King's  funded  property  (in  whatever  name  en- 
tered)  from   paying  any  tax  at  all      ^ 


many   odious  things; 


But, 
they 


they    did  so 

discovered  so  decided  a  contempt  for 
the  people  in  every  way;  they  so  out- 
raged public  feeling,  that  it  is  impos- 
sible  for   the   people  ever  to   like  them 

again.- 1  do  not  confound  them  ;    I  do 

not  lump  them  altogether  ;  and,  I  was  in 
hopes  of  seeing  the  Prince  so  situated  as 
to  be  able  to  divide  them,  and  to  form  a 
ministry  of  those,  from  whom  the  people 
would  haTe  expected  something ;  but,  if 
we  were  to  hare  merely  the  late  ministry 
revived,  we  are  full  as  well  as  we  are,  and 
he   is  much   better  than    he   would   have 

been. The  Morning  Chronicle  tells  us, 

that  the  Opposition  will  not  feel  them- 
selves under  any  restraint  in  attacking  the 
ministers.  O  dear,  no !,  no  restraint  at 
all,  except  that  of  the  system;  except  that 
they  will  not  dare  toattackLordGrenville's 
late  colleague  and  relation  ;  except  that 
they  must  carefully  guard  their  tongues 
against  any  reflection,  even  the  most  dis- 
tant, on  any  measure  of  "  the  great  states- 

"  man  now  no   more." This  restraint 

they  will  be  still  under,  and  that  is  all 
the  ministers  want.  Only  let  them  keep 
their  muffles  on,  and  the  ministry  will  beat 
them  I  warrant  it. — —If  the  war  in  Por- 
tugal should  end  in  a  fatal  way,  we  should 
hear  of  inquiries  again  ;  and,  indeed,  we 
are  told,  that  it  was  in  order  to  let  this 
war  end  in  the  hands  of  the  ministers,  that 
they  were  suffered  to  remain  in  place. 
But,  what  of  that  ?  Have  we  not  had  a 
Corunnu  Affair,  and  a  Cintra  Affair,  and  a 
Walchercn  Affair  ?  And  what  did  the  mo- 
tions about  them  produce  ?  What  was  the 
result  ?  Why,  an  cxpence  of  printing 
Parliamentary  Papers  to  the  amount  of 
many  thousands  of  pounds  in  addition  to 
the  enormous  expences  of  the  Expedi- 
tions,  The  discussions  about  Corunna 

and  Walcheren  were  excessively  unfortu- 
nate. Each  of  them  was  thwarted  by  a 
question  in  which  the  people  were  inter- 
ested :  the  first,  by  the  question  relative 
to  the  Duke  of  York  and  the  latter  by  the 
question  relating  to  Sir  Francis  Burdeit. 
Away  went  the  rcgtdur  fights.  Not  a 
word   more  could   you  get  any  one   to 
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say  about  them.  Mr.  Tierney,  I  re- 
Biember,  complained,  that  there  were  cer- 
tain persons,  who  kept  away,  and  took  no 
part  at  all  in  the  "  great  questions  rehitive 
"  to  the  conducting  of  the  war  ;  but  who 
*'  were  all  alive  upon  motions  like  that  of 

*'■  Mr.  Madox." Aye,  this  was  because 

the  people  had  an  interest  in  the  latter ; 
because  these  questions  affected  them; 
and,  because,  as  to  the  ivur,  the  manner  of 
its  being  carried  on  was  nolliing  compared 
to  the  principle  of  it,  of  which  the  Regular 

Opposition  approved.- This  is  the  state 

of  parties,  then.  The  true  bred  Pittites 
are  in  power  ;  they,  therefore,  are  the 
most  powerful  set.  The  Opposition,  which 
originally  consisted  of  Foxites,  have  been 
subdued  by  Lord  Grenville  and  the  Court, 
and  are  thus  disarmed  as  to  every  question 
favouring  the  interests  or  feelings  of  the 
people.  So  that,  these  two  parties,  as  far 
as  they  act  in  corps,  must  be  considered  as 
having  the  SAME  PRINCIPLES  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes.  Some  men  imagine 
the  OUTS  wiser  than  the  INS.  It  is  not 
want  of  talent  that  occasioned  those  mea- 
sures here  which  have  put  Napoleon  in 
possession  of  all  the  continent  of  Europe. 
It  is  not  want  of  talent;  and,  if  it  were,  I 
do  not  see  so  much  difference  amongst  the 
leaders  as  some  men  would  fain  make  us 
believe  there  is.  There  is,  in  fact,  no  dif- 
ference at  all  in  the  two  parties.  They 
are  precisely  the  same  in  principle,  in 
every  thing  regarding  the  Rights  and  Li- 
berties of  the  people,  which  has  been  proved 
by  their  totes  and  their  speeches  and  their 
measures,  over  and  over  again  and  in  all 

maimer  of  ways. ^As  long,  therefore,  as 

the  Foxites,  or  any  persons  in  Opposition, 
continue  to  cling  to  Lord  Grenville  and 
the  name  of  "  the  great  statesman  now  no 
"  more,"  the  people  would  be  rank  fools 
to  wish  to  see  them  supplant  the  present 
men,  it  being  ab  clear  as  day-light,  that 
such  a  change  could  be  productive  of  no- 
thing more  than  an  addition  to  i\\Q  pension 
list,  which  is  quite  long  enough  already 

to  satisfy  any  reasonable  man. There 

are  some  politicians,  who  wish  for  a  Reform 
of  Parliament .  These  belong  to  neither  of 
the  other  parties.  If  they  were  to  increase, 
from  thetn  the  people  would  expect  some- 
thing; and,  from  Mew  the  ministry  would 
have  something  to/effr,becausc  they  are  not 
restrained  by  i he  system  ;  they  drive  at  the 
whole  system,  "  great  man  now  no  more" 
and  altogether;  they  do  not  fight  in  muffles. 
This  party,  however  little  numerous,  is 
foncAtlablei   and,  if  it  increase,  though 


but  liitle,  it  will  become  an'  object  of 
terror.  Whether  its  increase  will  txft' 
speedy,  whether  it  will  be  slow,  when  its 
power  will  be  felt,  I  shall  not  pretend  to 
say;  but,  that  its  power  will,  sooner  or 
later,  be  felt,  and  will  prevail,  I  am  con- 
fident, and  I  am  also  confident,  that  its 
prevailing  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the 
safety  of  the  nation. With  these  re- 
marks I  close  my  articles  upon  the  Re- 
gency question ;  and,  in  the  present 
Number  I  begin  inserting,  at  full  length, 
the  Regency  Bill ;  and,  that  Bill,  together 
with  my  articles  upon  the  subject,  do,  I 
flatter  myself,  contain  the  best  materials 
for  a  true  account  of  this  transaction  that 
the  reader  of  the  present  day,  or  that  the 

future  historian,  will  be  able  to  find. 1 

began  the  discussion  and  I  have  closed  it. 
In  the  course  of  it  I  have  brought  into  view 
every  material  fact  and  argument  the 
production  of  others  or  of  my  ovi'n  mind, 
I  have  given  a  proper  place  to  every  actor 
of  any  consequence  ;  and,  as  far  as  my 
knowledge  has  enabled  me,  I  have  done 
strict  justice  to  the  actions  and  motives 
of  every  one.  If  I  have,  in  any  case, 
yielded  to  feelings  of  partiality,  it  has 
been  in  favour  of  the  Prince  of  W'ales,  and 
the  reason  was,  that,  of  all  the  parties  con- 
cerned, he  was  the  man  whom  1  saw  xvitfi 
the  feivest  real  friends  amongst  those  who 
were  taking  a  part  in  the  discussions  ;  and 
further,  because,  some  years  attentiTe  and 
pretty  close  observation  as  to  politics  and 
public  men,  long  ago  convinced  me,  that 
there  was  a  settled  design  with  some  men 
to  calumniate  him  by  the  means  of  cant- 
ing insinuation,  and  thus  to  excite  against 
him   a  prejudice  that  should  stick  to  him 

through  life. The  Courier,  a  iew  days 

ago,  in  remarking  upon  one  of  my  articles 
on  the  Regency,  observed,  that  it  was  well 
calculated  to  serve  the  Prince  with  the 
Mob  (No  bad  service  neither,  as  things 
ma}?^  happen  !)  and  that,  it  was  to  be  re- 
garded as  having  somewhat  of  authority 
about  it,  seeing  that  the  writer  was  in- 
timately ncqiuiinted  icith  one   of  the  Royal 

Dukes. How^   ready   these  venal    men 

are  to  ascribe  motives  of  venality  to  others! 

1  have  spoken  to  the  Duke  of  Kent 

four  times  in  my  life,  and  no  more.  I  have 
not  seen  even  at  a  distance  him  or  either  of 
his  brothers  for  these  last  fve  years,  and 
have  never  had  any  communication,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  Avith  any  one  of 
them  of  any  son,  since  that  time;  and  I 
never  received  or  asked  from  any  one  of 
the  Hoyal  Family  any  farour,  of  any  kind. 
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in  all  my  life. In  the  part  I  have  taken 

Opon  this  occasion,  I  have  been  actuated 
solely  by  a  love  of  truth  and  of  mv  coun- 
try, and  by  a  corresponding  hatred  of  hy- 
pocrisy and  of  the  woist  enemies  of  triat 
country,  faction  and  corruption. 

I  wished  to  say  something  upon  the 
subject  of  Forlugal,  and  also  (which  is  of 
much  greater  iniportance  to  us)  upon  the 
subject,  of  the  defence  of  Mr.  Finnerty, 
whose  case,  I  am  -liappy  to  find,  is  consi- 
dered-in  the  manner  that  it  ought  to  be. 
——I  must  defer  both  till  my  next. 

W^^  COEBETT. 
State  Prison,  Nexvgaic,  Tuesday, 
Febmary  12,  1811. 


Lnstallation  of  the  Regent. 

fith  Feb.  1811. 

(  Concluded  from  p.  352.^ 

And  the  Prince  subscribed  the  two 
oaths.  The  Lord  President  then  present- 
ed to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Declaration 
mentioned  in  an  Act  made  in  the  SOth 
year  of  King  Charle^  II.  intitled,  *'  An 
"  Act  for  the  more  effectual  preserving  the 
"  King's  Person  and  Government,  by  dis- 
"  abling  Papists  iVoia  silting  in  either 
"  House  of  Pariiaiueut/'  and  which  De- 
claration his  Royal  Highness  audibly 
made,  repealed,  and  subscribed. — The 
Lord  President  signed  fust,  and  every  one 
of  the  Privy  Counsellors  in  succession 
stgned  these  instrunicuis  as  witnesses — 
and  the  same  was  delivered  into  the  hand 
of  the  Keeper  of  the  Records. — -The 
Prince  then  delivered  to  the  President  of 
the  Council  a  certificate  of  his  having  re- 
ceived the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper 
at  the  Chapel  Royal  of  St.  James's,  on  Sun- 
day, the  '  27th  January  u'.t.  which  was 
also  countersigned  and  delivered  to  the 
Keeper  of  the  Records,  who  deposited  all 
these  instruments  in  a  box  at  the  bottom  of 
the  table. — The  Lord  President  then  ap- 
proached the  Regent,  bent  the  kaee,  and 
had  the  honour  to  kiss  his  hand.  The 
Royal  Dukes  followed,  and  afteruards  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  all  the 
vest  according  to  the  order  in  which  they 
sat  at  the  long  table,  advancing  to  the 
chair  on  both  sides.  During  the  whole 
of  this  ceremony,  his  Royal  Highness 
maintained  the  most  Signified  and  grace- 
ful deportment. 

The  ceremony  being  closed,  a  short 
Levee  took  place  in  the  drawing-room, 
,1V...  Tw     ^j  fHighness    addressed 
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himself  to  the  circle;  and  afterwards, 
he  gave  an  audience  to  Mr.  Perceval, 
who  had  the  honour  again  of  kissing 
his  hand,  as  Pirst  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

His  Royal  Highness  gave  private  au- 
diences also  to — 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  Earls  Camden,  West- 
morbnd,  Liverpool,  Bathurst  and  Derby, 
the  Marquis  Wellesley,  Lords  Mulgrave, 
Paimerston  and  Gwydir,  Sir  David  Dundas, 
Messrs.  Ryder  and  M.  Sutton. 

The  latter  laid  before  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  proceedings  of  some  Courts  Mar- 
tial, antl  took  his  Royal  Highne.ss's  com-  ^ 
mands  upon  the  same. — They  were  intro- 
duced into  the  presence  of  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  by  the  Earl 
of  Moira. 

The  following  among  others  were 
present: — 

Their  Royal  Highnesses  the  Dukes  of 
York,  Ckrence,  Kent,  Cumberland,  Sus- 
sex, Cambridge  and  Gloucester. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. 

The  Archbishop  of  York. 

The  Lord  President  of  the  Council. 

The  Lord  Privy  Seal. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose. 

Maiquisses  ;  Hertford,  Buckingham, 
Stalitbrd,  Lansdowne,  Wellesley,  and 
Douglas. 

Eails — Moira,  Liverpool,  Aylesford, 
Mount  Edgcombe,  Derby,  Grosvenor, 
Bathurst,  Chatham,  Aylesbury,  Pembroke, 
Spencer,  Hardwicke,  Winchelsea,  Buck- 
inghamshire, Chesterfield,  Cholmondeley, 
Lauderdah!,  Temple,  Carysfort,  Harrowby, 
Donoughuiore,Chiche£ter,Grey,andPowis. 

Viscounts — Cathcart,  Morpeth,  Sid- 
mouth,  and  Castlereagh. 

Lords — Grcnville,  Holland,  Er.skine, 
Ellenborough,  C.  Somerset,  Paimerston, 
Arden,  G.  and  J,  Thynne,  Redesdale, 
Teignmouth,  St.  John,  Walsingham,  St. 
Helen's,  Dundas,  and  Mulgrave,  &:c.  &c^ 

The  Bishop  of  London. 

'I'he  Master  of  the  Rolls. 

General  Fi'.zpatrick. 

The  Chief  Baron  Macdonald. 

Sirs— W,  Drummond,  J.  Sinclair,  W.. 
Scott,  J.  NichoU,  D.  Dundas,  E.  Nepean, 
and  J.  Anstruth.r. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Messrs— Ponsonby,  Tietney,  Slieridan, 
Ryder,  W.  Elliot,  C.  M.  Sutt<>n,  Arbuth- 
not,  Corry,  G.  Canning,  C.  Yorke,  T. 
Grenville,^  G.  Rose,  Wallace:,  and  Long. 
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England.  —  Official  Account  of  the  Installa- 
tion of  tlie  Recent,  published  in  the  Gu- 
zetle. 

At  the  Court  at  Carlton  House,  the  6th  of 
February,  1811. 

PRESENT.  - 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
Regent  of  the  Uniied  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

HisR.  H  the  Duke  of  York. 

His  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Clarence. 
.    His  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Kent. 

His  K.  H.  the  Duke  of  Cumberland. 

His  R  H.  the  Duke  of  Sussex. 

His  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Cambridge. 

His  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Glocfsler. 

[Then  follow  the  names  of  ninety  other 
Privy  Counsellors,  as  mentioned  a^ove.] 

'  This  day  his  Roj'al  Highness  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  Regent  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  virtue  of 
an  Act  passeil  in  the  present  Session  of 
Parliament,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  provide 
for  the  Administration  of  the  Royal  Autho- 
rity ;  and  for  the  Care  of  his  Majesty's 
Royal  Person,  during  the  conti'iuance  of 
his  Majesty's  Illness  ;  and  for  i  he  Resump- 
tion of  the  exercise  of  the  Royal  Autho- 
rity by  his  Majesty,"  was,  at  his  first 
coming  into  the  Council,  pleased  to  de- 
clare, that  understanding,  that  the  law  re- 
quired that  he  should  take  and  subscribe 
certain  Oaths  and  Declarations,  he  was  now 
ready  to  do  so  ;  his  Royal  Highness  ac- 
cordinglytook  and  subscribed  the  Oaths 
and  Declarations  required  by  the  said  Act; 
after  which  all  the  Members  present  of  his 
Majesty's  Most  Honourable  Privy  Council 
had  the  honour  of  kissing  his  Royal  High- 
ness'shaud. 
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Cheshire — B.  Grey,  of  Ashton  Hayes,  Fsq. 


England. — Sheriffs. — At  the  Court  at- 
Carlton  House,  the  "olh  of  February,  1811, 
Present,  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent  zn  Council. — Sheriffs  appointed  by 
/(is  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent-  in 
Council,  in  the  Name  and  on  the  Be/ialfof 
his  Majesty,  for  the  Year  iSl  1. 

Bedfordshire — J.  Howell,  of  Market-street, 

Esq. 

Berkshire — Vl.  W.  Clarke,  of  Ardington, 

Esq. 
Buckinghamshire — W.  Bernard,  of  Nether 

Winehindon,  Esq. 
Cambridgeshire  and  Huntingdonshire — W.  D, 

Gardner,  of  Chatteris,  Esq.  , 


Cumberland — J.  Losh,  of  Woodside,  Esrj. 

Derbyshire — G.  Meynell,  of  Langley,  Esq. 

Devonshire — A.  Champernowne,  of  Dart- 
in:;ton,  Esq. 

Dorsetshire — E.  Greathed,  of  Udden,  Eiq. 

Essex — C.  Smith,  of  Suttons,  Esq. 

G'OucestcrsUire — R.  Gordon,  of  Kemble,  Esq. 

Herejorashire — P.  Jones,  of  Sugvvas,  Esq. 

Hertjordshire — R.  Taylor,  of  Toimer,  Esqv 

Kent-r-Sir  J.  C.  Honeywood,  of  Evingtou, 
Bart. 

Leicestershire — R.  Norman,  of  Melton  Mow«- 
bray,  Esq. 

Lincolnshire — Sir  J.  Trollope,  of  Casewick, 
Bart. 

Monmouthshire — H.Powell,ofLlanvihangel, 
E.q. 

Norfolk — C.  Lucas,  of  Filby,  Esq. 

Northamptonshire — W.  Strickland,  of  Brix- 
worlh  Hall,  Esq. 

Northumberland — W.  Burrell,  of  Broome 
Park,  Esq. 

Nottinghamshire —  Postponed. 

Oxfordshire — Sir  J.  Reade,   of  Shipstone, 
Bart. 

Rutlandshire— -Hon.  G.  Watson,  of  Rocking- 
ham Castle. 

Shi-opshirc—G.  Brooke,  of  Haughton,  Esq. 

Somerscts'iire — J.  Leigh,  of  Combbay,  Esq. 

Staffordshire — J   Beach,  of  the  Shaw,  Esq. 

County  of  Southampton — Sir  R.  Kingsrail], 
of  Sidmonton,  Bart. 

Suffolk— R.  Peliivvard,  of  Finborough,  Eso, 

Surry— G.   Trilton,  of  Wesl-hill,  Wands- 
worth, Esq. 

Sussex — W.  Dearling,  ofDonnington,  Esq. 

Warwickshire — P.  Newdigate,  of  Arbury, 
Esq. 

Wiltshire — H.  Biggs,  of  Stockton,  Esq. 

Worcestershire — T.  Hawkes,  of  Dudley,  Esq. 

Yorkshh'e-^V\..  Watt,  of  Bishop  Burton,  Esq. 
South  Wales. 

C(:rmarthenshire~~H..  Williams,  of  Edwins- 
ford,  Esq: 

Pembrokeshire — E.  Matjiias,  of  Lanwarren, 
Esq. 

Cardiganshire — W.  Brookes,  of  Noyart,  Esq. 

Glamorgan- — Sir  R.  L.  Blosse,  of  Gabalva, 
Bart. 

Brecon — W.  Wilkins  the  younger,  of  AJex- 
anderstone,  Esq. 

Radnor— 'J.  C.  .Severn,  of  Llanqunllo,  Esq. 
North  Wales. 

Mtrionelh — H.  Reveley,  of  Brynywin,  Esq, 

Carnarvonshire — T.  P.J.  Parry,  of  Madryn> 
Esq. 

Anglesey — H.  Willialms, of  Trearddur,  Esq, 

Montgomeryshire—!^.  Heyward,  o(  Cros:^- 
^vood,  Hiq. 
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Denbighshire — J.   Wynne,   of  Garthuulio, 

Esq. 
Flmtshire-~S\r  G.  \V.  Prescott,  of  Ewloe, 

Bart. 

C0RNWAL1>. 

W.  S.  L.  Trelavvney,  of  Penquite,  Esq. 


51  GEO.  III.  Cap.  I. 
An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Administration 
of  the  Royal  Authority,  and  for  the 
Care  of  Hi^  Blajesty's  Royal  Person, 
during  the  Continuance  of  His  Ma- 
jesty'i  lUnesS  ;  and  for  the  Resumption 
of  the  Exercise  of  the  Royal  Authority 
by  His  Majesty— [5th  Feb.  1811.] 

WHEREAS  by  reason  of  the  severe  In- 
disposition with  which  it  bath  pleased 
God  to  afflict  the  King's  most  excellent 
Majesty,  the  personal  exercise  of  the 
Royal  Authority  by  his  Majesty  is  for  the 
present  so  far  interrupted,  tRat  it  becomes 
necessary  to  make  provision  for  assisting 
his  Majesty  in  the  administration  and  ex- 
ercise of  the  Royal  Authorit}',  and  also 
for  the  Care  of  his  Royal  Person  during 
the  continuance  of  his  Majesty's  Indispo- 
sition, and  for  the  Resumption  of  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  Royal  Authority  by  his 
Majesty  ;  be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the 
King's  most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in 
this  present  Parliament  assembled,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  his 
Rpyal  Highness  George  Augustus  Frede- 
rick Prince  of  Wales  shall  have  full  Power 
and  Authority,  in  the  name  and  on  the 
behalf  of  his  Majesty,  and  under  the 
Stile  and  Title  of  "  Regent  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland," 
to  exercise  and  administer  the  Royal 
Power  and  Authority  to  the  Crown  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  belonging,  and  to  use,  execute, 
and  perform  all  authorities,  prerogatives, 
acts  of  government  and  administration  of 
the  same,  which  lawfully  belong  to  the 
King  of  the  said  United  Kingdom  to  use, 
execute,  and  perform  ;  subject  to  such 
Limitations,  Exceptions,  Regulations,  and 
Restrictions,  as  are  herein-after  specified 
and  contained  ;  and  all  and  every  act  and 
acts  which  shall  be  done  by  the  said  Re- 
gent, in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
his  Majesty,  by  virtue  and  in  pursuance 
ofthis^Act,  and  according  to  the  powers 
»nd    authorities    hereby  vested  in  him. 


shall  have  the  same  force  and  efiect  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  as  the  like  acts 
would  have  if  done  by  his  Majesty  him- 
self, and  shall  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
be  full  and  sufficient  warrant  to  all  per- 
sons acting  under  the  authority  thereof ; 
and  all  persons  shall  yield  obedience 
thereto,  and  carry  the  same  into  effect,  in 
the  same  manner  and  for  the  same  pur- 
poses as  the  same  persons  ought  to  yield 
obedience  to  and  carry  into  effect  the  like 
acts  done  by  his  Majesty  himselfj  any 
law,  course  of  office,  or  other  matter  or 
thing  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  as 
to  all  authorities  given  and  appointments 
made  in  the  name  and  in  the  behalf  of  his 
Majesty,  and  all  other  acts,  matters,  and 
things  usually  done  under  the  authority 
of  the  Royal  Sign  Manual,  the  Signature 
of  the  Regent  in  the  form  following,  that 
is  to  say,  "  George  P.  R."  or  in  casea 
where  the  Royal  Signature  has  usually 
been  affixed  in  initials  only,  then  in  the- 
form  *•  G.  P.  R.,"  shall  be  as  valid  and 
effectual  and  have  the  same  force  and 
effect  as  his  Majesty's  Royal  Sign  Manual, 
and  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  his  Majesty's  Royal 
Sign  Manual,  and  be  obeyed  as  such. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
when  his  Majesty  shall  by  the  blessing  of 
God  be  restored  to  such  a  state  of  health, 
as  to  be  capable  of  resuming  the  personal 
exercise  of  his  Royal  Authority,  and  shall 
have  declared  his  Royal  Will  and  Plea-: 
sure  thereupon,  as  herein-after  provided^ 
all  and  every  the  powers  and  authorities 
given  by  this  Act,  for  the  exercise  and 
administration  of  his  Royal  Power  and 
Authority,  or  for  the  using,  executing, 
and  performing  the  Authorities,  Preroga- 
tives, Acts  of  Government,  and  Adminis- 
tration of  the  same,  which  belong  to  the. 
King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  to  use,  execute,  and 
perform,  or  for  the  Care  of  his  Majesty's 
Royal  Person,  shall  cease  and  determine; 
and  no  act,  matter,  or  thing,  which,  under 
this  Act,  and  previous  to  such  declaration 
might  be  done  in  the  administration  of  his 
Majesty's  Royal  Power  and  Authority,  or 
in  the  using,  exercising,  or  performing 
any  such  Authorities,  Prerogatives,  Acts 
of  Government,  or  Administration  asafore- 
said,  or  in  the  Care  of  his  Majesty's  Royal 
Person,  by  virtue  and  in  pursuance  of  this 
Act,  shall,  if  done  after  such  declaration 
of  his  Majesty's  Royal  Will  and  Pleasure, 
be  thenceforth  valid  or  effectual. 
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IV.  ProTided  always,  and  be  it  further 
enacted.  That  all  persons  holding  any 
Offices  or  Places,  or  Pensions,  during  his 
Majesty's  Pleasure,  at  the  time  of  such 
declaration,  under  any  appointment  or 
authority  of  the  Regent,  or  her  Majesty, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  shall  con- 
tinue to  hold  the  same,  and  to  use,  exer- 
cise, and  enjoy  all  the  powers,  authorities, 
privileges,  and  emoluments  thereof,  not- 
withstanding such  declaration  of  the  re- 
sumption of  the  Royal  Authority  by  his 
Majesty,  unless  and  until  his  Majesty 
shall  declare  his  Royal  Will  and  Pleasure 
to  the  contrary  ;  and  all  Orders,  Acts  ol 
Government,  or  Administration  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Royal  Authority,  made,  issued,  or 
done  by  the  said  Regent,  before  such  de- 
claration, shall  be  and  remain  in  full  force 
and  effect,  until  the  same  shall  be  coun- 
termanded by  his  Mjijesly. 

V.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  further 
enacted.  That  no  Acts  of  Regal  Power, 
Prerogative,  Government,  or  Administra- 
tion of  Government,  of  what  kind  or  na- 
ture soever,  wnich  might  lawfully  be  done 
or  executed  by  the  King's  most  excellent 
Majesty,  personally  exercising  his  Royal 
Authority,  shall,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  Regency  b\'  this  Act  established,  be 
valid  and  efi'ectual,  unless  done  and  exe- 
cuted in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
his  Mrijesty,  by  the  Authority  of  the  said 
Regent,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  and  subject  to  the  Limitatioias, 
Exceptions,  Regulations,  and  Restrictions 
herein-after  contained. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  Regent,  before  he  shall  act  or  enter 
upon  his  said  Office  of  Regent,  shall  take 
the  following  Oaths  : 

I  do  sincerely  promise  and  swear.  That 
I  will  be  faithful  and  bear  true  allegiance 
to  his  Majesty  King  George. 

So  help  me  God. 

1  do  solemnly  promise  and  swear.  That 
I  will  truly  and  faithfully  execute  the 
Office  of  Regent  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  according  to 
an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  5  1st 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  Majesty  King 
George  the  Third,  intituled.  An  Act  [here 
insert  the  title  of  this  Act] ;  and  that  I 
will  administer,  according  to  law,  the 
power  and  authority  vested  in  me  bjr  vir- 
tue of  the  said  Act ;  and  that  I  will  in  all 
things,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  and 
ability,  consult  and  maintain  the  safety, 
hortour,  and  dignity  of  his  Majesty  and 
the  welfare  of  his  people. 

So  help  mc  God. 


I  do  faithfully  promise  and  swear,  Tljat 
I  shall  inviolably  maintain  and  preserve 
the  Settlement  of  the  true  Protestant  Re- 
ligion, with  the  Government,  Worship, 
Discipline,  Rights,  and  Privileges  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  as  established  by  the 
Laws  made  there  in  prosecution  of  the 
Claim  of  Right,  and  particularly  by  an 
Act,  intituled,  ♦  An  Act  for  securing  the 

*  Protestant  Religion,  and  Presbyterian 
'  Church  Government,'  and  by  the  Acts 
passed  in  the  Parliament  of  both  King- 
doms, for  Union  of  the  Two  Kingdoms. 

So  help  me  God. 
Which  Oaths  shall  be  taken  before  his 
Majesty's  most  honourable  Privy  Coun- 
cil ;  who  are  hereby  required  and  em- 
powered to  administer  the  same,  and  to 
enter  the  same  in  the  Books  of  the  said 
Privy  Council. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
the  said  Regent  shall,  at  the  time  of  his 
taking  such  Oaths  as  aforesaid,  and  before 
the  members  of  the  Privy  Council  admi- 
nistering the  same,  make,  subscribe,  and 
audibly  repeat  the  Declaration  mentioned 
in  an  Act  made  in  the  30th  year  of  King 
Charles  the  Second,  intituled,  'An  Act 

*  for  the  more  eftectual  preserving  thfe 
'  King's  Person  and  Government,  by  dis- 
'  abling  Papists  from  sitting  in  -iiiher 
'  House  of  Parliament  ;*  and  shall  produce 
a  Certificate  of  his  having  received  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  in  any  of 
the  royal  chapels,  signed  by  the  person 
administering  the  same;  which  Certificate 
shall  be  sufficient  evidence  of  the  said 
Regent's  having  received  the  Sacrament; 
and  such  Declaration  and  Certificate  shall 
respectively  be  registered  in  the  Books  of 
the  Privy  Council. 

VIII.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  en- 
acted. That  until  after  the  1st  day  of 
February  IS  12,  if  Parliament  shall  be 
then  assembled,  and  shall  have  been  sit- 
ting for  six  weeks  immediately  previous 
to  the  said  1st  day  of  February  1812,  or  if 
Parliament  shall  be  then  assembled,  but 
shall  not  have  been  so  sitting  for  six 
weeks,  then  until  the  expiration  of  six 
weeks  after  Parliament  shall  have  been  so 
assembled  and  been  sitting;  or  if  Parlia- 
ment shall  not  then  be  assembled,  then 
until  the  expiration  of  six  weeks  after 
Parliament  shall  have  been  assembled  and 
sitting,  next  after  the  said  1st  day  of  Fe- 
bruary 1812,  the  Regent  shall  not  have 
or  exercise  any  power  or  auihoritj'^  to 
grant,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
his  Majesty,  any  Rank,  Title,  or  IKgnity 


mi 


POLITICAL 


of  the  Peerage,  by  Letters  Patent,  Writ 
of.  Summons,  or  any  other  manner  what- 
ever, or  to  summon  any  person  to  the 
House  of  Lords  by  any  Title  to  which 
such  person  shall  be  the  Heir  Apparent, 
or  to  determine  the  Abeyance  of  any 
Rank,  Title  or  Dignity  of  Peerage,  which 
now  is  or  hereafter  shall  be  in  Abeyance, 
in  favour  of  any  of  the  Coheirs  thereof,  by 
Writ  of  Summons  or  otherwise. 

IX.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  further 
enacted.  That  the  said  Regent  shall  not, 
until  after  the  said  1st  day  of  February 
1812,  or  the  expiration  of  such  six  weeks 
as  aibrcsaid,  have  power  or  authority  to 
grant,  in  the  name  or  on  the  behalf  of  his 
Majesty,  any  Office  or  Employment  what- 
ever, in  Reversiott,  or  to  grant  fcr  any 
longer  term  than  during  his  Majesty's 
Pleasure,  any  Office,  Employment,  Salary, 
or  Pension  whatever,  except  such  Oflices 
and  Employments  in  Possession  for  the 
term  of  the  natural  life,  or  during  the 
good  behaviour  of  the  grantee  or  grantees 
thereof  respectiveljs  as  by  law  must  be 
so  granted:  Provided  always,  that  no- 
thing herein  contained,  shall  in  any  man- 
ner affect  or  extendi  to  prevent  or  restrain 
the  granting  of  any  Pensions  under  the 
provisions  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  S9th 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty. 
intituled,  "  An  Act  for  the  Augmentation 
'  of  the  Salaries  of  the   Judges   of    the 

*  Courts  in  Westminster  Hall,  and  also  of 
'  the   Lords   of  Session,   Lords   ComiTiis- 

*  sioners  of  Justiciary,  and  Barons  of  E:i- 
«  chequer  in  Scotland;    and  for  enabling 

*  his  Majesty   to  grant  Annuities  to  pcr- 

*  sons    in     certain     Offices    in    the    said 

*  Courts  of  Westminster  Hall,  on.  their 
'  resignation  of  their  respective  Offices  ;' 
and  of  another  Act  passed  in  tha  48th 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty, 
intituled,  *  An  Act  for  enabling  his  Majes- 

*  ty  to  grant  Annuities  to  the  Judges  of 
'  the  Courts  of  Session,  Justiciary,  and 
'  Exchequer  in  Scotland,  upon  the  resig- 

*  nation  of  their  Offices  ;'  and  of  another 
Act,  passed  in  Ireland,  in  the  40Lh  year 
of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  inti- 
tuled, '  An  Act  to  enable  his  Majesty  to 
'  grant  Annuities  to  the  Lord  High  Chan- 
«  cellor,  and  to  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of 
'  King's    Bench,    Master    of   the    Rolls, 

*  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas 

*  and  Exchequer,  Judge  or  Commissary 
'  of  the  Court  of  Prerogative,  the  Judye 
'  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  the  Chair- 

*  man   of  the   Quarter    Sessions    of    the 

*  County  of  Dublin,  and  Assistant  Barrit- 
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'  ters  of  the  several  other  Counties,  on  the 
'  resignation  of  their  respective  Offices  '/^ 
and  to  amend  an  Act  passed  in  the  36ih, 
year  of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled, 
'  An  Act  lor  encreasing  the  Salaries  of 
'  the  Chief  and  other  Judges  of  the  Courts 
'  of  King's  Bench  and  Common  Pleas, 
'  and  of  the  Chief  Baron  and  other  Barons 
'  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  this  King- 
'  dom  ;*  or  to  prevent  or  restrain  the 
granting  of  any  Pensions  out  of  the  reve- 
nues of  the  British  territories  in  the  East 
Indies,  under  the  provisions  of  any  Act  or 
Acts  of  Parliament  now  in  force,  to  such 
persons  as  may  have  held  the  Office  of 
Chief  Justice  or  other  Judge  in  the  Su- 
preme Courts  of  Judicature  at  Fort  Wil- 
liam in  Bengal  and  at  Madras,  and  the 
Office  of  Recorder  of  Bombay. 

X.  Provided  alsb,  and  be  it  further  en- 
acted, That  nothing  in  this  Act  contained'' . 
shall  in  any  manner  affect  or  extend  to  ~ 
prevent  or  restrain  the  granting  of  any 
Pensions  under  the  provisions  of  an  Act 
passed  in  the  41st  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
present   Majesty,  intituled,  '  An  Act  for 

*  the  better  regulation  of  his  Majesty's 
'  Prize  Courts  in  the  West  Indies  and 
'  America,  and  for  giving  a  more  speedy 
'  and  effectual  execution  to  the  Decrees  of 

*  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Appeals,^ 
and  of  another  Act  passed  in  the  43rd  year 
of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled,  *  An  Act 
'  for  the  encouragement  of  Seamen,  and 
'  tor  the  better  and  more  effectual  man- 
'  ning  his  Majesty's  Navy  ;  for  regulating 
'  the  payment  of  Prize    Money,  and  for 

*  making  provision  for  the  Salaries  of  the 

*  Judges  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Courts  in 
'  the  Island  of  Malta,  and  in  the  Bermudas, 
'  and  Bahama  Islands;'  and  also  of  ano- 
ther Act  passed  in  the  45th  year  of  his  pre- 
sent Majesty,  intituled,  *  An  Act  fur  the 
'  encouragement  of  Seamen,  and  for  the 
'  better  and  more  effectually  manning  of 

*  his  Majesty's  Navy.' 

XI.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  nothing  in 
this  Act  contained  shall  extend  or  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  empower  the  said  Re- 
gent, in  the  name  and  on  the -behalf  of  his 
M-tjesty,  to  give  the  Royal  Assent  to  any 
Bijl  or  Bills  in  Parliament  fur  repealing, 
changing,  or  in  any  respect  varying  the 
Order  and  Course  of  Successiwn  to  the 
Crown  of  this  Realm,  as  the  same  stands 
now  established  by  an  Act  passed  in  the 
12th  year  of  the  reign  of  King  William 
the  Third,  intituled,  «  An  Act  for  the  fur- 
'  ther  Limitation  of  the  Crown,  and  better 
'  securing  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the 
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*  Subject  ;'.or  to  -any  Act  for  repealing  or 
ehering  ihe  Act  njde  in  tiie  13ih  year  of" 
the  reit;n^<)t  King  Charles  the  Second,  iu- 
tiiuled,  '  An  Act  for  the  Uniformity  of 
'  Public  Prayers  and  AdniinisLralion  of 
'  Sacraments,  and  .other  Rites  and  Ccre-^ 
'  monies,  and  for  establishing  the  Form 
•■  of  making,  ordaining,  and  consecrating 

*  Bishops,  Priests,  and  Deacons  in  the 
'Church  of  England:'  or  the  Act  of  the 
.^ih  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne, 
made  in  Scoiland,  intituled,  ♦  An  Act  for 

*  securing    the    Protestant    Kcligion    and 

*  Presbyterian  Church  Government/ 

XII.  P^rcv.ided  also,  and  be  it  enacted. 
That  if  his  said  Koyal  Highness  George 
Augustus  Frederick  Prince  of  Wales  shall 
not  continue  to  be  resident  in  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Jreland,  or 
shall  at  any  lime  marry  a  Papist,  then  and 
in  either  of  such  cases,  all  the  powers  and 
Authorities  vested  in  his  said  Roval  High- 
ness by  this  Act,  iihall  cease  and  determine. 

Xlil.  And  vvUereas  it  is  expedient  that 
the  Care  of  his  Majesty's  Royal  Person 
should  be  «ommilted  to  the  Queen's  most 
excellent  Majesty,  together  with  the  sole 
direction  of  such  portion  of  his  Majesty's 
'Houafehold  as  shall  be  deemed  requisite 
and  suitable  for  the  due  attendance  on  his 
Majesty's  Sacred  Person,  and  the  main- 
tenance of  his  Royal  Dignity  ;  Be  it  there- 
fore enacted.  That  the  Care  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Royal  Person,  and  the  disposing, 
ordering,  and  managing  of  all  matters  ?.iid 
things  relating  thereto,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  vested  in  the  Queen's 
most  excellent  Majesty,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  his  Majesty's  Indisposition  ; 
and  that  the  sole  direction  of  his  Majesty  s 
J-Iuusehold,  except  the  Lord  Chamberlain 
of»his  Majesty's  Household,  the  Captain 
of  the  Yeomen  of  his  Majesty's  Guard, 
and  the  Captain  of  the  Honourable  Band 
of  Gentlemsn  Pensioners,  shall  be  and  is 
hereby  vested  in  her  Majest)'^  ;  and  her 
aaid  Majesty  shall  have  the  full  and  sole 
power  and  authority,  by  any  Instrument 
or  Instruments  in  v.riting  signed  and  seal- 
ed by  her  Majesty,  to  nominate  and  ap- 
point, in  case  of  ^any  vacancies  arising  by 
resignation  or  death,  all  the  Officers  and 
Persons  belonging  to  his  Majesty's  House- 
hold, in  the  respective  departments  there- 
of, whose  appointment,  nomination,  or  re- 
moval have  heretofore  been  made  by  his 
Majesty  ;  except  the  Lord  Chamberlain  of 
his  Majesty's Houshold,  and  theGentleiten 
and  Grooms  of  his  Majesty's  Bedchamber, 
hi|  Majesty's Equeni.es,  the  Capt^iin  of  the 


Yeomen  of  his  Majesty's  Guard,  ahd  the 
Captain  of  the  honourable  Band  of  Gen- 
tlemen Pensioners;  and  the  nomination 
and  appointment  by  her  Majesty,  in  man- 
ner and  form  aforesaid,  shall  be  valid  and 
efleciual  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if 
the  same  had  been  made  or  done  by  his 
Majesty  in  the  accustomed  manner;  and 
the  several  persons  so  appointed  shall  he- 
entitled  to  the  like  precedence,  privilege*, 
salaries,  wages,  profits,  and  all  otiier 
emoluments,  as  the  several  persons  now 
holdipg  and  enjoying  the  same  officfs  are 
respectively  entiiled  to:  Piovlded  alwavi^ 
That  the  power  and  authortiy  given  by 
this  Act  to  her  Majesty  to  nominate  and 
appoint  such  persons  of  his  Majesty's 
Household  as  are  not  herein  before  ex- 
cepted, shall  continue  in  force  until  the 
said  1st  day  of  February,  or  the  expira- 
tion of  such  six  weeks  as  aforesaid,  and  no 
longer :  Provided  also.  That  her  said 
Majesty  shall  not  have  any  power  or  au- 
thority to  remove  any  officer  in  any  de- 
i)artnient  of  his  Majesty's  Houshold,  by 
this  Act  made  subject  to  the  nomination 
or  appointment  of  her  Majesty,- who  shall 
have, been  nominated  and  appointed  bv 
his  Majesty :  Provided  also,  That  until 
the  expiration  of  such  period  as  aforesrid, 
no  appointment  sliall  be  made  to  the  Of- 
fice of  Lord  Chamberlain  of  his  Majesty's 
Household,  now  vacant,  but  that  all  the 
duties  of  the  said  Office  shall  be  performed 
by  the  Vice  Chamberlain;  and  that  dur- 
ing such  period  as  aforesaid,  no  person 
holding  the  Office  of  Gentleman  or  Groom 
of  his  Majesty's  Bedchamber,  or  being 
one  of  his  Majesty's  Equerries,  shall  be 
subject  to  be  rcm.oved  ;  and  no  vacancv 
which  shall  arise  by  death  or  resignation 
of  atiy  oi  the  Grooms  or  Gentlemen  of  his 
Majesty's  Bedchamber,  or  of  his  Majesty's 
Equerries,  shall  be  supplied  or  filled  up, 
or  any  appointment  or  nomination  made 
to  supply  any  such  vacancy. 

XIV.  Piovicied  always,  and  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted.  That  it  Khali  not  be  lawful 
for  a.ny  Officer  in' his  Majesty's  House- 
hold who  is  by  this  Act  put  under  the 
direction  of  her  Majesty,  to  make  any  ap- 
pointment to  anv  Office  to  which  such 
Otiiccr  may  have  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment for  any  longer  period  than  during 
his  Majesty's  Pleasure. 

XV.  And  whereas  the  execution  of  the 
weighty  and  arduous  trusts  by  this  Act 
committed  to  the  Queen's  most  excellent 
Majesty,  may  require  the  assistance  of  a 
Councili  with  whom  her  Majesty  may  con- 
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suit  and  advise ;  be  it  therefore  enacted, 
That  in  order  to  assist  and  advise  her  said 
SQOSt   excellent  Majesty   in   the    several 
saaiters  aforesaid,  there  shall  be,  during 
the  continuance  of  his  Majesty's  Illness,  a 
Council,  consisting  of  Charles  lord  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  Edward  lord  arch- 
bishop of  York,  James  duke  of  Montrose, 
George  earl  of  Winchelsea  and  Notting- 
ham, Heneage  earl  of  Aylesford,  John  lord 
Eldon,  Edward  lord  Ellenborough,  and  the 
right  hon.  sir  William  Grant ;  which  Coun- 
eil  shall  from  time  to  time  meet  as  her 
Majesty  shall  be  pleased  to  direct,  and 
shall  also  have  power  to  meet  in  manner 
by  this  Act  directed;  and  if  it  should  hap- 
pen that  any  of  them  the  said  Charles  lord 
archbishop   of  Canterbury,  Edward   lord 
archbishop  of  York,  James  duke  of  Mont- 
rose, George  earl  of  Winchelsea  and  Not. 
tingbam,  Heneage  earl  of  Aylesford,  John 
lord  Eldon,  Edward  lord  Ellenborough,  or 
the  right  hon.  sir  William  Grant,  should 
depart  this  life,  or  by  instrument  in  writ- 
ing communicated  to  her  Majesty,  signify 
their  intention  to  decline  to  act,  then  and 
in  such  case   it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Queen's  most  excellent  Majesty,  from  time 
to  time,  by  an  Instrument  in  writing  sign- 
ed and  sealed  by  her  Majesty,  revocable 
at  her  will  and  pleasuit;,   to  nominate  and 
appoint  some  one  person,  being  or  having 
been  a  member  of  his  Majesty's  most  hon. 
Privy  Council,  to  be  a  member  of  the  said 
Council,  to  advise  and  assist  her  Majesty 
as  aforesaid,  in  the  room  and  place  of  each 
and  everj;^  of  the  said  Councillors  so  de- 
parting this  life,  or  declining   to  act  as 
aforesaid ;  which  nomination  and  appoint- 
ment shall  be  forthwith  certified  by  an  In- 
strument iri  writing,  signed  and  sealed  by 
her  Majesty,  to  the  Lords  of  his  Majesty's 
most  hon.  Privy  Council,  and  shall  be  en- 
tered  in   the   Books  of    the  said   Privy 
Council. 

XVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
each  and  every  member  of  her  Majesty's 
Council  shall,  within  the  space  of  live  days 
after  his  appointment  by  virtue  of  this 
Act,  or  by  virtue  of  her  Majesty's  nomina- 
tion and  appointment  in  manner  aforesaid, 
take  an  Oath  before  the  Lord  High  Chan- 
cellor or  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  or  Com- 
missioners for  keeping  the  Great  Seal  of 
Great  Britain,  or  the  Lord  President  of  his 
Majesty's  Privy  Council,  or  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  for  the 
time  bemg  respectively,  or  either  of  them, 
who  are  hereby  severally  and  respectively 
required  antd  enspovvered  to  administer  the 


same,  when  required  so  to  do  by  any  per- 
son so  appointed  a  member  of  her  Majesty's 
Council  as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  person  ad- 
ministering suc^  Oath,  shall  give  to  the 
member  of  her  Majesty's  Council  taking 
the  same,  a  Certificate  of  the  same  having 
been  so  taken,  signed  with  his  hand ; 
which  Certificate  shall  be  forthwith  trans- 
mitted to  his  Majesty's  Privy  Council,  and 
entered  in  the  Books  of  the  said  Privy 
Council;  and  such  Oath  shall  be  in  the 
form  following;  (that  is  to  say), 

'  lA.B.  do  solemnly  promise  and  swear, 
'  That  I  will  truly  and  faithfully  counsel 
'  and  advise  the  Queen^s  most  excellent 
'  Majesty,  according  to  the  best  of  my 
'  judgment,  in  all  matters  and  things  re- 
'  lating  to  the  trusts  committed  to  her  Ma- 
'  jesty,  touching  the  care  of  his  Majesty's 
'  Royal  Person,  and  the  resumption  of  the 
'  personal  exercise  of  the  Royal  Authority 
'  by  his  Majesty.' 

XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
her  Majesty's  Council,  or  any  three  or 
more  of  them,  shall  have  power  and  au- 
thority at  all  times,  when  they  shall  judge 
it  necessary,  to  meet,  and  call  before  them, 
and  to  examine  upon  oath,  the  Physicians 
and  all  other  persons  attendant  on  his  Ma- 
jesty, during  the  continuance  of  his  Illness, 
touching  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  Health  ; 
and  all  matters  relating  thereto  ;  (which 
Oath  any  member  of  the  said  Council  is 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  ad- 
minister) ;  and  to  ascertain  the  state  of 
his  Majesty's  Health,  by  all  such  other 
ways  and  means  as  shall  appear  to  them 
to  be  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

XVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted. 
That  three  or  more  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  appointed  to  assist  her  Majesty  in 
the  execution  of  the  trusts  committed  to 
her  Majesty  by  this  Act,  shall,  in  case  such 
trusts  shall  then  be  in  force,  meet  on  some 
day  in  the  first  week  in  April  1811,  and 
some  day  in  the  first  week  of  every  third 
month  thereafter  ;  and  shall,  whilst  the 
said  trusts  shall  continue  in  force,  at  every 
such  meeting,  declare  the  state  of  his 
Majesty's  Health  at  the  time  of  each  of 
such  Meetings  respectively,  and  shall 
forthwith  transmit  a  Copy  of  such  Decla- 
ration to  the  President  of  his  Majesty's 
most  honourable  Privy  Council,  or  in  his 
absence  to  one  of  his  Majesty's  Principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  who  shall  thereupon 
cause  the  same  to  be  inserted  in  the  Books 
of  the  Privy  Council. 

XIX.  And  whereas  it  is  necessary  that 
effectual  provisioa  should  be  made,  that 
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his  Majesty  rnay  resume  the  personal 
exercise  of  his  Royal  Authority,  as  soon 
as  his  Majesty  is  restored  to  such  a  state 
of  health  as  to  be  capable  of  resuming 
the  same  ;  be  it  therefore  enacted.  That 
when  it  shall  appear  to  her  Majesty  the 
Qneen,  and  to  any  four  or  more  of  the 
Council  appointed  by  this  Act  to  assist 
her  Majesty  in  the  execution  of  the  trust 
committed  to  her  Majesty  by  this  Act, 
assembled  at  any  meeting  held  in  pursu- 
ance of  her  Majesty's  Royal  Will  and 
Pleasure  signified  for  that  purpose,  or  as- 
sembled under  the  direction  of  this  Act, 
or  in  pursuance  of  his  Majesty's  Royal 
Will  and  Pleasure  signified  to  her  Ma- 
jesty and  her  Council  for  that  purpose ; 
which  Council  of  her  Majesty  is  hereby 
required  to  assemble  in  the  presence  of 
her  Majesty,  upon  his  Majesty's  Royal 
Will  and  Pleasure  being  signified  for  that 
purpose,  that  his  Majesty  is  restored  to 
suth  a  state  of  Health  as  to  be  capable  of 
resuming  the  personal  Exercise  of  the 
Royal  Authority,  it  shall  and  maybe  lawful 
for  her  said  Majesty,  by  the  advice  of  any 
four  or  more  of  her  said  Council,  to  notify 
the  same,  by  an  Instrument  under  her 
Majesty's  hand,  and  signed  also  by  the 
said  four  or  more  of  her  Majesty's  said 
Council,  and  addressed  to  the  Lord  Presi- 
dent of  his  Majesty's  most  hon.  Privy 
Council  for  the  time  being,  or  in  his  ab- 
sence to  one  of  his  Majesty's  Principal 
Secretaries  of  State ;  and  the  said  Lord 
President  or  Secretary  of  State  shall  and 
is  hereby  required,  on  the  receipt  thereof, 
to  communicate  the  same  to  the  said  Re- 
gent, and  to  summon  forthwith  a  Privy 
Council,  and  the  members  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's most  hon.  Privy  Council  are  here- 
by required  to  assemble  in  consequence  of 
such  Summons ;  and  the  said  Lord  Presi- 
dent, or  in  his  absence  the  said  Secretary 
of  State,  is  required,  in  the  presence  of 
any  six  or  more  Privy  Counsellors  so  as- 
sembled, to  cause  the  said  Instrument 
to  be  entered  on  the  Books  of  the  said 
Privy  Council. 

XX.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
if  at  any  time  after  the  said  Instrument 
under  the  hand  of  her  Majesty,  and  of 
four  or  more  of  her  said  Council,  shall 
have  been  received  and  entered  as  afore- 
said, his  Majesty  shall  think  proper,  by 
an  Instrument  under  his  Sign  Manual  to 
require  the  Lord  President  of  his  Majesty's 
most  hon.  Privy  Council  for  the  time  be- 
ing, or  in  his  absence,  one  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Principal  Secretaries. of  State,  to 


summon  a  Council  in  his  Majesty's  pre- 
sence, consisting  of  any  number  of  per- 
sons not  less  than  nine,  whom  his  Ma- 
jesty shall  name,  and  who  shall  be  or 
shall  have  been  members  of  his  Majesty's 
most  hon.  Council,  not  being  members  of 
her  Majesty's  Council,  the  said  Lord  Pre- 
sident or  Secretary  of  State  shall  and  he  is 
hereby  required  to  summon  such  person*^ 
accordingly ;  and  as  well  the  said  Lord 
President  or  Secretary  of  State,  as  the 
other  persons  so  summoned,  shall  and 
they  are  hereby  required  to  attend  at  the 
time  and  place  appointed  by  his  Ma- 
jesty ;  and  such  persons  so  assembled  shall 
be  and  be  deemed  to  be  a  Privy  Council  for 
the  purpose  herein-after  mentioned. 

XXI.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
if  his  Majesty,  by  the  advice  of  six  or 
more  of  such  Privy  Council  so  assembled, 
shall  signify  his  Royal  Pleasure  to  resume 
the  personal  exercise  of  his  Royal  Au- 
thority, and  to  issue  a  Proclamation  de- 
daring  the  same,  such  Proclamation  shall 
be  issued  accordingly,  countersigned  by  the 
said  six  or  more  of  the  said  Privy  Council, 
and  all  the  Powers  and  Authorities  given 
by  this  Act  shall  from  thenceforth  cease 
and  determine,  and  the  personal  exercise 
of  the  Royal  Authority  by  his  Majesty, 
shall  be  and  be  deemed  to  be  resv^Tied  bv 
his  Majesty,  and  shall  be  exercised  by  hfs 
Majestji-,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if 
this  Act  had  never  been  made. 
CTo  be  continued.) 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

PoRTi  GAL. — Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
Lord  Viscount  Talavcra,  dated  Cartaxo, 
1 9th  Januari/  1811;  and  published  in 
England,  9ih  February  1 8 1 1 . 

Since  the  enemy  obtained  possession  of 
the  bridge  over  the  Guadiana,  at  Merida, 
the  accounts  of  their  progress  have  been 
so  various  and  contradictory,  that  I  am 
not  enabled  to  form  an  opinion  of  their 
designs  or  numbers.  When  Gen.  Men- 
dizabel  retired  across  the  Guadiana,  he 
threw  a  small  corps  of  about  3,000  in- 
fantry into  Olivenza,  vvhich  place  was  but 
ill  supplied  with  provisions  and  stores. 
A  body  of  infantry,  which  st  times  have 
been  stated  to  be  4,000,  and  at  others 
7,000,  with  about  1,500  cavalry,  have 
blockaded  Olivenza.  There  has  been  no 
alteration  in  the  position  of  the  enemy's 
troops  in  front  of  this  army.  I  imagine 
that  Gen,  Claparede  has  not  received  the 
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orders  from  Gen.  Drouet  to  take  up  his 
position  upon  Guarda,  of  which  I  reported 
to  your  Lordships  in  my  last  dispatch  that 
we  had  intercepted  the  duplicate.  lie 
attacked  Gen.  Silveira  with  the  advanced 
guard  of  his  division  near  Trancosa,  at  the 
Ponte  d'Albade,  on  tlie  "OiIj  ult.  and  ob- 
liged him  to  retire  with  ?ome  loss. — Lieut. 
Col.  M'Bean  of  the  2ith  was  wounded  in 
this  aftair.  General  Cla|>T!cde  attacked 
General  Silveira,  again  with  the  advanced 
S[uard  of  his  division,  at  Villa  du  Ponte,  on 
the  nth  instant,  and  obliged  him  to  re- 
tire, but  without  material  lass,  excepting 
that  of  Major  Cooksey,  of  the  24th  Portu- 
guese regiment,  who  was  unfortunately 
killed,  and  the  officer  commanding  the  1st 
brio-ade  of  Portuguese  Militia  wounded. 
General  Baceller,  who  commands  in  the 
North,  has  moved  the  divisions  com- 
manded by  General  Miller  and  Colonel 
Wilson  upon  the  flank  and  rear  of  the 
etiemy,  which  it  is  expected  will  check 
this  movement,  and  oblige  him  to  fall 
back  again  towards  the  frontier.  A  part 
of  Claparede's  division  was  still  at  Pinhel, 


Portugal. — A  Dispatch  from  the  Lord  Vis- 
count Talavtra,  dated  Carluxo,  '26tk 
January  1811  ;  andjnibUshe.d  in  England 
9th  February  1811. 

The  enemy  has  continued  the  blockade 
of  OUvenza,  and  obtained  possession  of 
that  place  on  the  22d  or  23d  inst.  Not- 
withstanding the  positive  assertions  that  a 
large  body  had  crossed  the  bridge  of 
Merida  on  the  9th,  it  does  hot  appear  t^at 
the  French  have  yet  had  any  large  body 
on  the  right  of  the  Guadiana.  Tiiey  have 
a  train  of  six  24-pounders,  and  other  ord- 
nance of  large  calibre,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  stores  and  carriages,  on  the  left  of  the 
Guadiana ;  but  it  is  not  yet  considered 
decided  that  they  propose  to  attack  Bada- 
joz.  L  am  concerned  to  have  to  report  to 
your  Lordship,  that  the  Marquis  de  la 
Romana  died  in  this  town  on  the  23d  inst. 
after  a  short  illness.  His  talents,  his  vir- 
tues, and  his  patriotism,  were  wcl!  known 
to  his  Majesty's Governnsent.  In  him  the 
Spanish  army  has  lost  tiie  brightest  orna- 
ment ;  his  country  their  most  upright  pa- 
triot; and  the  world  the  most  strenuous 
and  zealous  defender  of  the  cause  in  which 
we  are  engaged  ;  and  1  shall  always  ac- 
knowledge with  gratitude  the  assistance 
which  1  received  trnni  him,  as  well  by  his 


operation  as  by  his  counsel,  since  he  has 
been  joined  with  this  army.  Upon  re- 
reiving  accounts  of  the  movements  of  the 
French  troops  in  Estremadura,  of  the  dilli- 
cukies  experienced  in  the  relief  of  Oii- 
venza,  and  of  the  possibility  that  Badajoz 
might  be  attacked,  he  ordered  the  Spanish 
troops  which  had  been  joined  to  us  to 
march  towards  the  frontier,  and  tliey  com- 
mencf^d  their  march  on  the  2()ih  inst. 
Gen.  Mendizabel  has  since  ordered  them 
to  halt  on  the  road. — Since  I  addressed 
your  Lordship  on  the  15th  inst.  I  have  re- 
ceived thf.  detaile*!  accounts  of  Gen,  Sil- 
veira's  alTairs  with  the  enemy  in  Upper 
Beira.  In  tiie  affair  at  the  Ponte  d'Albade, 
on  the  SOth  December,  which  was  the 
most  serious  and  in  which  the  greatest  loss 
was  sustained,  the  General  attacked  the 
French  and  was  repulsed. v  Jn  the  last  af- 
fair of  the  1  Ith  inst.  the  French  attacked 
(ten.  Silveira  at  Villa  de  Pont,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  retire  upon  Lamego.  He  was 
followed  by  the.  French  division,  and  was 
obliged  to  evacuate  Lamego,  and  to  retire 
across  the  Douro  on  the  1 3th  inst.  General 
Bacellar  then  took  up  a  position  on  the 
Pavia,  on  the  enemy's  left  flank,  whije 
Colonel  Wilson  was  upon  their  rear  at 
Castro  Dairo,  and  General  Silveira  pre- 
vented them  from  crossing  the  Doiiio. 
These  positions  appeared  tr»  have  induced 
General  Claparede  to  retire  again,  as  I 
have  heard,  from  another  channel,  of  his 
arrival  at  Trancoso.  The.  enemy  have 
made  r\o  materia!  alteration  in  their  posi- 
tion in  front  of  this  army  since  I  last  ad- 
dressed your  Lordship.  They  appear 
still  to  entertain  a  great  jealousy  of  all 
our  movements  on  the  left  of  the  Tagus, 
and  they  have  recently  removed  some  of 
the  boats  which  were  in  the  Zezere. 
They  detached  a  body  of  2,000  men  from' 
the  rear  of  their  army  into  Lower  Beira, 
on  the  22d  instant,  apparently  to  e.scort  a 
courier  towards  the  (roniier.  They  drove 
our  picqOets  through  the  town  of  Rio 
Mayor  on  the  19th  inst.  with  a  strong 
birdy  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  but  retired 
again  immediatel}'.  It  is  reported  that 
General  .Junot  was  wounded  on  this  occa- 
sion. Our  light  detachments,  und.er  the 
Hon.  Captain  Cocks,  of  the  10th  light 
dragootis,  and  others,  .still  continue  their 
operations  with  success,  ;gid  send  in  many 
prisoners.  My  last  accounts  from  Cadi^ 
are  of  the  15;h  inst.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  &c. 
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Speech  OF  the  Regent. -On  Tues- 
day, the  ISlh  instant,  a  Speech  was 
delivered  to  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament 
by  Lortls   Commissioners,  appointed    by 

the    Regent    for    the    purpose. This 

Speech,  as  being  one  delivered  upon  so 
singular  an  occasion,  I  shall  insert  here  ; 
and  then  offer  upon  it  and  upon  the  report 
of  the   Debate  such  observations  as  seem 

to  me  likely  to  do  good. The  Speech 

was   as  follows : "  My  Lords  and 

"Gentlemen,  In  execution  of  the  com- 
*'  mission  which  has  now  been  read  to 
"  you,  we  are  commanded  by  his  Royal 
*'  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  to  express 
"  in  the  strongest  manner,  how  deeply  he 
"  laments,  not  only  in  comnion  with  all 
"'  his  Majesty's  loyal  subjects,  but  with 
"  a  personal  and  filial  affliction,  the  great 
"  national  calamity  which  has  been  the 
"  occasion  of  imposing  upon  his  Royal 
*'  Highness  the  duty  of  exercising  in  his 
*'  Majesty's  name,  the  Royal  Authority  of 
*'  this  kingdom. — — In  conveying  to  you 
"  the  sense  which  his  Royal  Highness  en- 
"  tertains  of  the  great  difficulties  attend- 
"  ing  the  important  trust  which  is  reposed 
"  in  him,  his  Royal  Highness  commands 
"  us  to  assure  you,  that  he  looks  with  the 
*'  most  perfect  confidence  to  the  wisdom 
"  and  zeal  of  Parliament,  and  to  the  at- 
*'  tachment  of  a  loyal  and  affectionate 
"people,  for  the  most  effectual  assistance 
*'  and  support ;  and  his  Royal  Highness 
"  will,  on  his  part,  exert  his  utniust  en- 
*'  deavours  to  direct  the  powers  with 
«'  which  he  is  invested/  to  the  advance- 
*'  ment  of  the  prosperity,  welfare,  and 
*'  security    of   his   Majesty's    dominions. 

*' ^We   are   directed   to   inform   you, 

*'  that  his  Royal  Highness  has  great  sa- 
*'  tisfaction  in  being  enabled  io  state,  that 
*'  fresh  opportunities  have  been  afforded 
"  during  the  late  campaign,  for  distin- 
"  guishing  the  valour  and  skill  of  his 
*'  Majesty's  forces  boih  by  sea  and  land. 

"  • The  capture  of  the  Island?  of  3our- 

"  bon  and  of  Amboyna  have  still  farther 
"  reduced  the  Colonial  dependencies  of 
"  the    enemy. — —The  attack    upon  the 


"  Island  of  Sicily,  which  was  announced 
"^  to  the  world  with  a  presumptuous  anii- 
"  cipation  oi"  success,  has  been  repulsrd 
"  by  the  persevering  exertions  and  valour 
"of  his    Majesty's   land  and    sea    forces. 

" The  judicious  arrangement  adopted 

"  by  the  oflicers  connnanding  on  that  sta- 
"  (ion  derived  material  support  from  the 
"  Zv^al  and  ardour  which  were  manifested 
"  during  this  contest  by  the  inhabitants  of 
"  Sicily,  and  from  the  co-operation  of  the 
"  naval  means  which  were  directed  by  his 
"  Sicilian  Majesty  to  this  object.— —In 
"  Portugal,  and  at  Cadiz,  the  defence  of 
"  which  constituted  the  principal  object  of 
"  his  Majesty's  exertions  in  the  last  cara- 
"  paign,  the  designs  of  the  enemy  have 
"  bten  hitherto  frustrated.  The  consum= 
"  mace  skill,  prudence,  and  perseverance 
"  of  Lieutenant  General  L6rd  Viscount 
"  Wellington,  and  the  discipline  and  de- 
"  termined  bravery  of  the  officers  and  men 
"  under  his  command,  have  been  conspi- 
"  cuousiy  displayed  throughout  the  whole 
"of the  campaign.  The  effect  of  those 
"  distinguished  qualities,  in  inspiring  con- 
"  fidence  and  energy  into  the  troops  of 
"  his  Majesty's  Allies,  has  been  happily 
"  evinced  by  their  general  good  conduct, 
"  and  particularly  by  the  brilliant  part 
"  which  they  bore  in  the  repulse  of  the 
"  enemy  at  Busaco.  And  his  Royal 
"  Highness  commands  us  further  to  sfate^ 
"  tlial  he  trusts  you  will  enable  him  to  con- 
"  tinue  ths  most  effectual  assistantre  to  the 
"  brave  natiorxs  of  the  Peninsula,  in  the 
•'  suppoit  of  a  contest  virhich  they  mani- 
"  fest  a  determiaalion  to  maintain  with 
"  unabated  perseverance ;  and  his  Royal 
"  Highness  is  persuaded,  that  you  will 
"  fee),  that  the  best  interests  of  the  British 
"  Empire  must  be  deeply  affected  in  the 
"  issue  of  this  contest,  on  which  the  liber- 
**  ties  and  independence  of  the  Spanish. 
^'  and  Portuguese  nations  entirely  depend. 

" We  have  it  likewise  in  command  to 

"  acquaint  you,  that  discussions  are  now 
"  depending  between  this  country  and  the 
"  United  states  of  America;  and  that  it 
"  is  the  earnest  wish  of  his  Royal  High- 
*'  ness  that  he  may  find  himself  enabled  to 
"  bring  these  discussions  to  an  ami^abl^ 
P 
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*'  termination,  consistent  with  the  honour 
*'  of  his  Majesty's  Crown,  and  the  mari- 
"  time  rights  and  interests  of  the  United 

"Kingdom. Gentlemen  or  the  House 

"  OF  Commons,  We  are  directed  to  acquaint 
"you,  that  hisRuyal  Highness  the  Prince 
"  Hegenthas  given  his  commands  that  the 
"  estimates  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
"  cun-ent  year  should  be  laid  before  you; 
"  and  his  Royal  Hi^'bnesshas  great  satis- 
"  faction  in  acquainting  you,  that  ahhough 
"  the  difficuhies  undtr  which  the  coni- 
"  merce  of  this  kingdom  has  laboured, 
*'  have  in  some  degree  affected  a  part  of 
"  his  Majesty's  revenue,  particularly  in 
"  Ireland,  yet  that  the  revenue  of  Great 
"  Britain  in  the  last  year,  though  unaided 
*'  by  any  new  taxation,  is  greater  than  was 
"  ever  known  in  any  preceding  year.  And 
"  his  Royal  Highness  trusts  to  your  zeal 
"  and  liberality  to  afford  his  Majesty 
"  adequate  sopplies  for  the  support  of  the 
"  great   contest  in  which  he  is  necessa- 

"  rily  engaged. My  Lords  and  Gen- 

"  TLEMEN,  We  are  commanded  by  his 
"  Royal  Highness  to  declare  to  you,  that 
'*  it  is  the  most  anxious  wish  of  his  heart, 
*'  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  restore  un- 
"  impaired  into  the  hands  of  his  Majesty 
*'  the  government  of  his  Kingdom  ;  and 
"  that  his  Royal  Highness  earnestly  prays 
"  that  the  Almighty  may  be  pleased  in  his 
*'  merC3^  to  accelerate  the  termination  of  a 
"  calamity  so  deeply  lameiited  by  the 
"  whole  nation,  and  so  peculiarly  afilict- 

*'  ing  to  his  Royal  Highness  himself." 

As  to  what  is  said  about  the  anxious  hopes 
entertained  of  the  King's  recorery,  and 
particularly  as  to  the  prayer  of  his  Royal 
Highness  and  the  People,  it  will  be  quite 
Tinnecessary  for  me  to  say  any  thing; 
seeing,  that,  upon  these  parts  of  the 
Speech,  the  proper  observations  will 
auggest  themselves  to  every  man  of  sense 
and  sincerity,  and,  as  to  fools  and  hypo- 
crites, it  does  not  signify  one  straw  what 
they  think  about  this  matter  or  any  other. 
— — The  Speech  expresses  great  salisfac- 
iion,  that  fresh  opportunities  have  oifered 
for  the  forces  by  land,  as  well  as  by  seai 
shewing  their  skill  and  valour;  and,  the 
capture  of  the  islands  of  Bourbon  &n6.  Anir 
hoyna  is  mentioned  as  a  particular  in- 
stance of  the  effect  of  this  skill  and  va- 
lour. The  Courier  regrets,  that  a  little 
longer  delay  had  not  taken  place,  that  the 
Isle  of  France  might  have  been  added  to  the 
number.     This,  we  are  now  told,  is  the  last 

•f  the  enemy's  colonies. "  The  last  of 

**  ih%  enemy's  colonies  has  fallen;  and 


"  the  Regent's  Government  has  been 
"  ushered  in  with  a  most  gallant  and  im- 
"  portani  achievement.  'ihe  Isle  of 
"  France  has  surrendered  to  our  arihs,  fco- 
"  gether  with  all  the  naval  force  of  the 
"  enemy  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe. 
"  Not  a  French  flag  is  now  to  be  seen 
"  upon  any  sec."— —The  "Morning  Post 
goes  further.  It  congjatulates  its  readers 
upon  this  everu  as  being  not  only  of  the 
greatest  importance  in  itseli;  but  as  being 
"  intended  by  a  kind  and  guardian  Pro- 
"  videiice  as  a  balm  to  the  wounded  mind 
"  of  our  beloved  Sovereign."  We  will 
pass  over  the  theological  tenets  of  this 
passage,  and  notice  only  its  political  ten- 
dency; which  is  to  cause  the  well-dressed 
rabble  who  read  the  Morning  Post  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  capture  of  this  French  co- 
lony will  contribule  towards  the  safety  of  tins 
kingdom,  than  which  a  more  false  or  stupid 
notion  never  was  attempted  to  be  palmed 
upon  a  credulous,  infatuated,  and  long-de- 
luded people. ^The   Park  and   Tower 

Guns  have,  indeed,  been  fired  upon  this  oc- 
casion ;  and,  doubtless,  those  who  caused 
them  to  be  fired,  had  their  reasons  for  so 
doing  ;  but,  in  my  estimation,  any  one  of 
the  sentences,  uttered  in  the  case  of  Mn. 
FiNNERTY,  the  other  day,  is,  if  properly 
considered,  of  more  importance  to  this  na- 
tion, much  more  importance  to  it,  than  the 
capture  of  the   Isle  of  France  with  the 

other  two  conquests  added  to  it. The 

object  of  every  People,  taken  as  such, 
must  be  to  secure  or  obtain  happiness^ 
Public  happiness  cannot  be  obtained  or 
secured  without  that  degree  of  political 
liberty,  which  is  necessary  to  provide  5e- 
curity  against  oppression.  Oppression  may 
approach  from  xvitJdn  or  Irom  xviihoui. 
The  conquests  in  question,  if  tending  at 
all  to  secure  the  people  against  oppres- 
sion, must,  of  course,  be  considered  as 
tending  to  prevent  the  success  of  an  ene- 
my against  this  country.  And,  can  any- 
one shew  me,  that  they  have,  or  are  likely 
to  have,  such  a  tendency;*  We  have  taken, 
one  after  another,  alt  the  colonies  of  France, 
in  all  parts  of  the  world  ;  but,  are  we 
more  secure  on  that  account?  Does  any 
man  in  England  think  his  estate  safer  than 
it  was  in  1792.?  We  have  not  only  taken 
the  colonies  of  France,  but  those  of  Hol- 
land, and  Denmark,  and,  indeed,  all  the 
colonies  of  all  the  European  powers  are 
at  our  absolute  command ;  but,  does  that 
add  to  the  safety  of  Ireland  .-'  Does  it  tend 
to  strengthen  our  confidence  in  Bank 
Notes  ?  Has  it  done  any  thing  in  the  way 
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of  extirpating  or  checking  peculation  and 
corruption?  Has  it  diminished  the  num- 
ber o't  Pitt's  paupers?  Has  it  made  us 
more  secure  from  without ;  and,  it'  it  has 
not  done  that,  what  has  il  done  ?  It"  it  has 
not  doii-c  ihat,  why  i-s  it  a  matter  to  give 

any    man   satisfaction  ? It    is    curious 

enough,  that,  ac  th^  same  moment  that 
the  ministers  and  their  people  are  boast- 
ing of  these  conquests  of  the  ent;my's 
colonies,  they  are  complaining  that  the 
Etnp.2ror  Napoleon  (whom  they  call  "  the 
"  peis;'n  ruling  in  France;")  they  are 
complaining  mor^t  bitterly,  that  the  " per- 
"  son  ruling  in  France,"  seems  to  hav^ 
formed  the  determination  to  r2«'«  this  coun- 
try, if  he  can.  Well !  and  what  then  ?  li' 
we  are  so  victorious  as  they  tell  us  we  are, 
what  need  we  care  for  the  resolutions  of 
"  tlie  Person,"  any  more  than  we  need  for 
the  menaces  of  .a  Bedlamite  ?  His  resolu- 
tions indeed  I  What  are  his  resolutions  to 
us,  when  we  know  that  we  have  captured 
all  his  colonies,  and  that  our  armies  are  so 

victorious  in  every  part  of  the  world  ? 

Mr.  JMiLNEs,  the  mover  of  "  the  Address" 
(for  this  thing  is  still,  it  seems,  to  be  kept 
up),  said  that  all  the  designs  of  the  enemy 
had  been  frustrated,  that  his  hopes  had 
proved  fallacious,  that  his  predictions  had 
recoiled  upon  himself;  and,  that  though 
Great  Britain  DID  NOT  BOAST  (Oh, 
no!  a  very  modest  nation   become!)  she 

/»ro«c?^  maintained  her  position! That 

is  to  say,  she  was  proud  that  she  was  still 
unsubdued;  for,  as  to  maintaining  her  posi- 
tion, if  taken  in  a  literal  sense,  it  would 
mean  that  these  Islands  were, -as  jfct,  not 
removed  by  "  the  person." But,  ad- 
mitting, then,  that  we  do  stand  in  this 
proud  position  as  to  France;  admitting 
that  "  the  person"  has  been  baffled  in  all 
his  views  :  that  he  has  been  "  disap- 
*' pointed;"  and  in  short,  that  we  have, 
as  the  speeches  would  seem  to  convey, 
the  beat  ead  of  the  staff.  Admitting 
this  to  be  the  case,  why  do  we  complain, 
why  do  we  setup  7i  plaintive  sort  of  lone, 
when  speaking  of  his  hostility?  We  are 
always  talking  about  his  implacable  dis- 
position ;  his  hatred  of  us ;  his  ambitious 
views.  What  need  we  care  for  any  of 
these,  if  we  are  in  the  state  above  de- 
scribed ?  If  we  have  taken  all  the  colonies 
of  ''  the  person,"  and  disappointed  all  his 
hopes  and   made  all  his  predictions  recoil 

upon  himseV ?- AMr.  WELLESLEY,who 

seconded  the  Address,  and  who  is,  I  am 
assured,  a  son  of  the'  Marquis,  is  reported 
to  have  said,  that  "  the  person"  (Lord 


Talavera  called  him  an  Emperor  at  the  af- 
fair of  Cintra)  "  waged  war  not  for  any 
"  of  the  common  purposes  of  war;  not  to 
"  receive  satisfaction  for  supposed  ipjuries 
"  incurred  ;  not  to  recover  territory  to 
"  which  any  presumed  right  was  set  forth: 
"  no  :  his  hostility  was  directed  at  our 
'<  existence;  the  aim  of  \\\%  inveterate  hatred 
"  and  uninterruj;ted  machinations \va.s  to sub- 
"  vert  and  undermine  all  our  establishments." 

Yes,  yes;  there  is  no  doubt  but  this 

is  his  object;  but,  xvhat  of  that  ?  Why  this 
complaining  tone  ?  It  is  not  foi-  us  to  dictate 
to  our  enerny  what  sort  of  objects  he  shall 
have  for  his  wars ;  and  really,  if  this  per- 
son does  not  choose  to  make  war  for  the 
old-fashioned  purposes,  I  do  not  see  any 

reason  that  we   have,  to  find  fault  ? 

"Subvertourestablishments!"  And, would 
we  not  do  him  the  same  kindness,  if  we 
could  ?  Can  we  so  soon  have  forgotten 
what  has  passed  ?  Is  it  not  fresh  in  every 
one's  memory,  that  we  and  our  allies  hi' 
»«rfeif  France,  in  various  parts;  and  that, 
at  one  time,  a  statesman  of  more  than 
usual  tire,  proposed  a  march  to  Paris  di- 
rect? Did  v>'e  not  join  with  the  Austrians 
and  Prussians  for  the  sake  of  forcing  the 
people  of  France  to  do  something  that 
they  did  not  like  to  do,  or  in  other  words, 

of    subverting    their  establishments. 

"  Aye,"  I  shall  be  told,  "  but/Zic/restab- 
"■  lishments  were  /;ac?  and  they  were  ivickeil 
"  men  who  were  then  in  power  in  France." 

Just  so,  if  you  please.     But,  we  were 

the  judges  of  them,  and,  of  course,  they, 
now  that  they  are  become  the  assailants, 
will  take  the   liberty  to  be  judges  of  us. 

"  Subvert?"    Aye,  to  be  sure,  "  the 

"  Person"  wishes  to  subvert  our  establish- 
ments ;  but,  why  need  we  talk  of  that  ? 
He  never  talks  about  our  wishes  to  subvert 
his  establishments.  He  seems  not  to  no- 
tice our  wishes  in  that  way.     What  cao 

be  the  cause  of  this  ? "  Inveterate  ha- 

"  tred  ?"  And  do  we  love  him?  I  have 
seen  no  very  strong  marks  lately  of  inve- 
terate hatred  in  him  towards  iis  ;  but,  it 
is,  1  think,  quite  impossible  for  him  to  love 
us  ;  and,  I  neither  expect  it  or  wish  it. 
Love  of  England  on  the  part  of  '•'  i\\e  pcr- 
"  son  ruling  in  France,"  at  any  time, 
would  be  a  little  too  much  to  expect ; 
but,  to  expect  Napoleon  to  love  us,  or, 
not  to  hate  us,  would  be  most  unreasona- 
ble. What  is  there,  in  the  way  of  hosti- 
lity, that  we  have  left  undone,  or,  at  least, 
unattemptcd,againslFrance  and  her  rulers, 
since  the  day  that  she  called  a  convention 
for  the  avQwed  purpose  of  framing  a 
P  2 
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free  (fonstitution  of  government?  I  am 
not  iuijuiring  whether  we  were  justified, 
or  not,  ill  these  acts  and  attempU  of  ours  ; 
but,  surely,  whr\t  is  fair  on  one  side  is  fair 
oil  the  other.  We  have  a  right  to  subvert 
the  throne  of  "  the  fcrsoii"  if  vvfe  can  ; 
hut,  wu  niii5t  expect  to  excite  any  thing 
but  compassion  by  co/;.^;/«:Hrrt^.  that  he  is 
anxious  to  return  the  compliment,  or, 
even  to  outstep  us  in  point  of  politeness. 
Complahit  is  not  the  tone,  and  especially 
at  a  time  when  we  are  boasting  of  our  con- 
gucsls  and  of  the  disappointment  and  ckggrin 
of  theer.emy. — —In  the  debate  of  the  next 
day  (13ih  instant),  when  the  Address  was 
reported  to  the  House,  Mr.  Perceval 
took  occasion  to  touch  upon  the  same 
topic,  in  answer  to  a  part  of  Mr.  Whit- 
bread's  speech,  wherein  sorrow  was  ex- 
pressed, that  no  mention  -was  made  about 
hopes  of  peace.  This  passage  of  Mr.  Peu- 
ceval's  speech  has  be-en  cited  by  the 
Courier,  and  given  with  a  comment, 
making  it  the  more  worthy  of  attention. 
■  It  stands  thus,  in  that  paper  of  tiie 

I4th  instant. -"Weil    and  manfully, 

'/  therefore,  did  Mr.  Perceval  speak,when, 
"  coming  at  once  to  the  subject,  and  dis- 
"  daining.  all  shifts  and  subterfuges,  all 
*'  doubtful  and  evasive  language,  he  said, 
"  (and  the  hearts  and  voices  of  the  House 
"  went  with  him)  "  That  no  peace  could 
"  **  be  made  until  there  was  an  abatement 
"''of  the  pretensions  of  France.  This 
*'  "  had  been  characterized  as  a  declara- 
"  "  tion  of  interminable  war.  It  may  be 
*'  "  so  ;  but  be  it  recollected,  it  was  not  a 
"  "  war  of  this  country's  making,  but  a  war 
"  "  vjagcd  by  France.  For  what  had  France 
"  "  declared  to  be  her  object  ?  Nothing 
*'  "  short  of  the  utter  ruin  and  subversion  of 
^'  "  Britain.  If,  then,  the  war  was  intcr- 
"  "  minable,  it  was  an  interminable  war  of 
"  "  self-defence ;  and  no  oihtr  means  zvere 
"  "  left  to  us  for  existence,  but  to  stand  up 
"  "  and  resist  to  the  last." — This  is  the 
"  language  of  a  Briton  ;  it  is  such  a  Ian- 
"  guage  as  a  British  lilinistcr  should  hold: 
"  and  it  gives  Mr.  Perceval  another  claim 
*'  to  the  applause,  the  gratitude,  and  the 
**  sujrport  of  the  conntri/." — — Gccd  God  ! 
Is  it  come  to  this  at  last  ?  This  is  a 
** proud"  position  is  it?  We>are  to  be 
kept  at  war  just  as  long  as  our  enemy 
pleases  ;  and,  the  utmost  of  our  hope  is, 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  defend  omi^tWes  ? 
"  This  is  the  language  of  a  Briton/'  is  it  ? 

As  to  the  question  of  who  made  the 

war,  there  are  diflerent  opinions  ;    but,  I 
really  never  have  read  any  vvberej  that 
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France  has  "declared"  her  object  to  be 
"  the  utter  ruin  and  subversion  of  Britain." 
I  never  have  se<;«any  such  declaration, and 
this  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  heard  of  any- 
such  declaration. But,  understand  me, 

I  mean  not  to  give  it  to  be  understood, 
that  I  doubt  the  intention  to  be  such  ; 
for,  I  have  no  doubt  at  all,  that  the 
Emperor  of  France  fully  intends  "  utterly 
"  to  ruin  and  subvert  Britain,"  so  far  as 
may  be  necessary  to  make  the   country 

obedient  to   his   will. We   are,   upoir 

such  subjects,  apt  to  make  use  of  strong 
rhetorical  figures,  and  to  say,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Perceval,  that  we  are 
fighting  for  our  existence.  But,  by  this  is 
meant  the  existence  of  the  gorei-nment  and 
the  present  state  of  things ;  the  present  dis- 
iribution  of  power ;  and,  in  short,  the  pre- 
sent system  of  rule  ;  for,  as  to  the  lives  ox 
existence  of  the  people,  and  even  the  pro- 
perty of  the  far  greater  part  of  thera,  these 
woyld,  and  must,  remain  undestroyed.  We 
have  not  seen  the  people  in  Holland  and 
Italy  die.  Oh,  no  !  This  is  not  the  way, 
therefore,  to  take  the  matter;  for,  when 
the  people  came  to  look  closer  and  closer 
at  it,  they  will  see  it  in  less  hideous 
colours.  The  best  way  is  to  state  it  truly ; 
to  state  the  consequences  of  invasion  and 
conquest  such  as  they  naturally  would 
be ;  and,  in  those  consequences,  without 
any  exaggeration,  there  ought  to  be  quite 
enough  to  call  forth  exertion.  To  this 
loose  v/ay  of  describing  the  consequences 
of  the  country's  subjugation  I  greatly  pre- 
fer a  sober  statement,  shewing  /iow  and  to 
ivluit  extent  the  mass  of  the  people  Would 
be  affected  by  the  change  ;  shewing,  first 
what  they  have  to  lose,  either  in  the  way  of 
liberty  or  property;  next,  in  what  wwwner 
they  would  naturally  lose  either  or  bdth  ; 
and  then,  showing  how  much  tvorse  their 
situation  would  be  under  Napoleon  than 
it  now  is.  This  is  what  I  slK)uld  like  to 
see  done ;  for,  as  to  exaggerations,  as  to 
fly-away  figures  of  rhetorick,  they  pro- 
duce no  lasting  effects ;  they  are  like  water 
upon  the  duck's  back.  Give  u*  facts; 
prove  to  us  Avhat  you  state,  and  then 
your  words  will  becbme  a  ground  of 
action  with  us.— — But,  to  return  from  this 
digression,  what  use,  again  let  me  ask,  aJre 
all  our  conquests,  what  use  all  these  vic- 
tories, of  which  we  are  boasting,  if  It  be 
tr^e,  as  is  here  stated  in  Mr.  Perceval's 
speech,  that  we  are  at  war  solely  for  de- 
fnce;  that  wo  do  not  make  war,  but  that 
France  compels  us  to  fight ;  that  whether 
thtt  war  khall  be  mthout  end,  or  not,  de° 
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pends  upon  her  will;  that  if  it  be  without 
end,  it  is,  on  our  part,  to  be  considered  as 
aH  endless  war  of  self  defence ;  that  an  end- 
less war  is  all  wc  have  left  for  our  existence  ; 
and,  that  we  ought  to  stand  up  and  resist 
to  the  last ;  if  this  he  the  case,  what,  I 
again  ask,  is  the  vsc  of  all  onr  conquests 
aind  all  our  victories?  Vv''e  have  been 
t*onquering  colonies  for  the  last  18  years. 
What  firing  of  Park  and  Tower  Guns! 
What  shoutings  !  What  bonfires  !  What 
titles,  what  pensions,  what  boastings  1 
Well,  if  after  all  this,  we  are  still  in  the 
eituation  described  by  Mr.  Perceval,  what 
was  the  use  of  it  all  ?  If  vve  are  still  unable 
to  make  peace;  unable  to  obtain  any 
terms  consistent  with  our  safety  ;  if  this 
be  the  case,  what  have  we  gained  by  our 
conquests;  by  all  our  victories?  It  is 
■  existence  that  we  are,  it  seems,  now  fighting 
for,  according  to  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  minister  himself.  How  are  our  views 
changed  since  we  began  the  war,  in  1792, 
against  the  Jacobins  and  Republicans  ?  We 
then  expected  to  be  conquerors ;  the  double 
object  of  clipping  the  tvings  of  Fratice  and 
stifling  republican  principles  animated  the 
zeal  of  our  statesmen.  In  some  few  years 
they  abated  m  their  demands.  They  after- 
wards came  to  "  indemnity  for  the  past  and 
"  security  for  the  future."  They  ivould  have 
that,  or  they  never  would  make  peace, 
Amiens  saw  that  completelj^  abandoned  ; 
and,  in  spite  of  all  the  conquests  and  vic- 
tories of  this  new  war,  the  minister  tells 
us,  that,  we  have  now  nothing  left  but  to 
fight  for  onr  existence;  to  stand  up  and  re- 
sist to  the  last.  Not  attack,  mind.  Resist- 
ance, defence,  s.]\  the  words  descriptive  of  a 
party  hunted  or  assaulted,  are  applied  to 
our  situation  ;  and  yet,  at  the  same  time, 
in  the  course  of  the  very  same  speech,  we 
hear  boastings  about  our  conquests  and  our 

victories. Mr.  Wellesley,  after  having 

stated,  as  above,  the  nature  of  the  hostility 
of  "  the  Ruler  of  France"  towards  this 
country,  said,  that  "  when  he  considered 
*'  the  motives  by  which  that  Ruler  wai 
*'  impelled,  and  applied  those  motives  to 
**  the  impediments  which  France  was  every 
"  day  endeavouring  to  give  to  the  com- 
"  mercial  intercourse  of  this  country  and 
•'  of  the  world  ;  it  was  not  because  its 
"  Ruler  wished  to  cripple  commerce  in 
"  this  country,  or  to  ultimately  acquire  it 
"  for  the  nations  of  the  Continent  subject 
**  to  his  dominion,  but  that  it  was  his  po- 
"  licy  to  put  down,  if  possible,  the  spirit  of 
"freedom  ivhich  sprung  from  commercial  in- 
"  tercourse ;  tiiat  spirit,  which  the  histort/  of 


"  this  kingdom  proved  to  be  most  cncou- 
"  raged  by  commercial  intercourse  and 
"  greatness  ;  a  greatness  which  at  one 
"  time  raised  the  Hanscatic  towns  to  a 
"  level  with  some  of  the  mosi  important 
"  Powers  of  the  Continent,  and  the  want 
"  and  deprivation  of  which  has  noiv  depressed 
"  them  to  the  lowest  department  cf  France. 
"  Whilst  these  were  the  objects  of  our 
"  enemy,  he  could  not  understand  upoa 
"  what  ground,  without  first,  repressing  the 
"  power,  and  abating  the  pretensions  of 
"  France,  any  man  could  entertain  the  fal- 
"  lacious  hope  of  a  solid  peace  with  that 

"  power." If  Mr.  Wellesley   had 

pointed  out  any  method,  by  which'  the 
power  of"  \\\Q  person"  is  to  he.  repressed,  oi 
his  pretensions  abated,  this  part  of  his 
speech  would  have  been  much  more  satis- 
factory ;  but,  to  tell  us,  that  wc  never  can 
have  peace,  till  Buonaparte's  power, is  rc' 
pressed,  is,  indeed,  to  put  peace  at  a  most 
awful  distance.  To  be  sure,  there  is  Lord 
Viscount  Talavera  busily  employed  in  re- 
pressing this  power,  which  laudable  work 
he  has  been  engaged  in  for  many  montiis 
past ;  but,  if  he  should  fail  ?  I  do  not  say, 
that  hewill  fail,  mind.  I  do  not  even  ven- 
ture to  express  an  opinion  that  he  will  fail. 
But,  I  trust,  that  I  may  be  permitted  to 
give  it  as  my  opinion,  that  \t  is  possible  that 
he  may  fail  ;  or,  at  least,  that  he  may  not 
go  quite  so  far  as  to  effect  what  one  might 
fairly  call  a  repression  of  the  power  of 
"■  the  person  ruling  in  France."  ThatLord 
Viscount  Talavera,  who,  a  great  while  ago, 
told  us,  that  the  French  had  no  ground, 
except  that  on  which  their  army  stood, 
will,  with  the  aid  of  the  valiant  Portuguese, 
soon  beat  the  French  raggatnuffins  that 
remain  in  Portugal,  there  can  be  little 
doubt,  and,  indeed,  it  would  be  a  great 
pity  if  he  did  not  do  it  in  quick  time, 
seeing  that  the  French  have  nothing  but 
old  Serjeants  and  Corporals  to  command 
them,  while  the  allies  are  commanded 
by  the  nobility  of  the  two  nations.  Ju- 
NOT  was  the  son  of  a  farmer,  and  as  to 
Massena  his  parents  were  so  poor,  that 
they  were  unable  to  put  him  to  school, 
and  he  even  learnt  his  A.  B.  C.  after  he 
became  a  soldier.— — That  such  coarse, 
uneducated,  low-bred  fellows  as  these 
should  be  able  to  resist  the  attacks  of  llis 
high  and  gallant  allies  is  not  probable  ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  as  BuoRaparte  has 
so  many  of  these  fellows,  it  nvjy  not  be 
easy  for  Lord  Talavera  to  npress  his 
power.  Though  the  Serjeants  and  Cor- 
porals   in    Portugal   will,   doublleis,    be 
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beaten,  and,  in  all  likelihood,  be  borne 
from  Santarcm  (where,  it  seems  they  are 
now  besieged )  to  England,  prisoners  of  war ; 
yet,  it  does  not  follow,  that  Buonaparte's 
power,  upon  a  general  scale,  will  be,  by 
this  glorious  approaching  result  of  the  war 
in  Portugal,  repressed.  And,  if  it  be  not 
repressed,  we  are,  observe,  not  to  entertain 
any  hopes  of  peace. Is  it  meant,  there- 
fore, that  we  would  refuse  to  negociate  at 
this  time  r  Is  it  me^.iit  that  we  ought  never 
to  negociate  tid  wc  have  repressed  the 
power  of  France  ?  If  this  be  not  the 
meaning  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what 
the  meaning  is  ;  for,  as  to  reprofsiiig  the 
power  bj/  the  means  of  negotiation,  il  would 
be  something  rather  worse  than  insanity  to 

expect  thatr There  is,   I  am  satisfied, 

no  means  or  making  peace  with  Napoleon 
without  yielding,  in  the  vid-yoi preliminary, 
all  pretensions  to  interfere  in  the  aiFairs  of 
Spain  and  Por^M^c/ and  e\ en  Sicily;  and, 
as  to  Holland,  Italy,  Naples,  the  Hans 
Towns  and  Sweden,  I  am  quite  sure,  that 
he  would  not  suffer  them  to  be  named  in  a 
treaty  with  us,  except  for  tne  purposes  of 
commercial  regulation. — — We  are  not 
ready  to  yield  to  such  terms,  I  know  ;  but 
I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  of  the 
means  by  which  we  are  likely  to  get 
letter  terms.  I  know  very  well,  that  he 
would,  in  addition  to  all  the  above,  insist 
upon  having  back  every  colony  that  we 
have  taken.  Very  grating  all  "this  might 
be;  but,  teil  me  by  ivhut  means  we  are 
likely  to  get  better  terms.  It  is  useless  to 
revile.  It  is  quite  useless  to  talk  about 
Bnojiaparte's  hatred  of  us.  Unless  we 
have  the  means  of  diminishing  his  power, 
we  must  make  peace  upon  these  ternjs, 

or  we  must  keep  on  the  tear. And,  is 

the  prospect  likely  to  7nei;d  ? 1  just  put 

this  question,  and  leave  the  reader  to  an- 
swer   it. Mr.    Wellesley's    remarks 

upon  Napoleon's  commercial  warfare  arc 
ot  the  same  description  as  those  upon  Lis 
general  motires.  It  may  be,  that  Napo- 
leon wishes  to  annihilate  commerce,  not 
for  the  i^nod  ofhisotm  dominions,  but  for  the 
%^ke  o\'hijimngus.  This  ?/ir/j/ be  true  ;  but, 
of  what  tcse  is  the  remark;  of  what  use  is  it 
-to  point  outthisfact  to  us,  if  the  knowledge 
of  it  can  do  us  no  good  }  So  that  his  mea- 
sures injun  us,  what  is  it  to  us  whether 
they  do  good  to  his  own  subjects,  or  not .' 

Tlic  idea  of  his  wishing  to  destroy 

commerce  because  it  is  favour  able  to  LI- 
BERTY is  worth  attention;  especially  as 
we  are  told,  that  it  has  proved  so  very  fa- 
vourable to  liberty  in  JEngknd. The 
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idea  is  an  old  one,  and,  as  applied  to  com- 
merce in  the  first  stages  of  its  progress,  is 
correct.  Commerce,  as  the  word  imports, 
was  an  intercourse  between  men  and 
nations.  It  communicated  knowledge, 
which  is  always  the  enemy  of  despotic 
sway,  whose  chief  supporters  are,  in- 
deed, ignorance  or  military  force. But, 

commerce  has  long  gone  beyond  this 
mark.  It  has  now  become  a  great,  and 
the  greatest,  political  instrument.  And, 
indeed,  let  any  man  look  at  the  Ea^t  India 
Company,  view  it  in  all  its  departments  at 
home  and  abroad,  in  all  its  sources  of  in- 
fluence, in  all  intercourse  with  the  minis- 
ter for  the  time  being;  let  any  one  look 
at  the  Bank,  at  Lloyd's,  at  the  Stock  Ex- 
change, at  the  Loan-makers.  Let  any 
man,  with  eyes  capable  of  discerning  the 
wheels  and  the  movements  of  these  ma- 
chine.-, only  just  cast  his  eye  upon  them, 
and  he  will,  I  think,  soon  be  convinced, 
that  Napoleon  ought  to  let  commerce  in 
tills  way  flourish  as  much  as  possible,  if 
his  object  be  to  see  freedom   annihilated. 

/is  to  the  Hans  Towns  having   been 

free  while  they  had  commerce,  and  being 
subju-^ated  by  France,  now  that  they  have 
no  commerce,  what  argument  is  this  in 
favour  of  commerce?  Napoleon  found 
thcm//ee  (or,  at  least,  calling  themselves 
so)  and  commercial;  and  he  took  both 
freedom  and  commerce  away  together, 
Tiie  loss  of  the  commerce  was  not  the 
cause  of  the  loss  of  the  freedom  ;  but,  it 
may  with  perfect  truth  be  said,  that  the 
endeavours  made  to  preserve  the  cojnmerce 
did  accelerate  tiie  loss  of  the  freedom,  or 

of  what  was  called  t'ne  fieedum. But, 

after  all,  and  to  return  to  the  main  point, 
what  signifies  it  to  us  what  are  the  motives 
of  Napoleon  in  his  wars  upon  our  cuui- 
merce  ?  What  right  have  we  tu  fin<l  fault 
of  his  endeavours  to  annoy  us  anil  to  ruin 
us,  seeing  that  this  is  the  case  on  our  hitle 
with  regard  to  him.''  Whai;  ha\e  we 
left  untried  in  order  to  overset  him  ?  And, 
shall  we,  then,  set  up  a  cry,  because  we 
find  him  resolved  to  annoy  us,  cost  what 

it    will  ? Besides,  it    is   a    mistake    to 

suppose,  that  the  continent  of  Europe 
will  not  benefit  from  this  war  upon 
our  commerce;  that  is  to  say,  as  far  as  it  is 
beneficial  to  a  country  to  make   its  owu 

goods  ol"  all   sorts. There   are  all  the 

same  ravj  n\aterials  upon  the  Continent  that 
we  have  in  England  ;  those  countries  will 
now  natinally  become  by  degrees  manu- 
facturing countries  ;  and,  what  is  of  vast 
importaacc,  thcij  will,  as  to  all  practical 
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purposes,  be  at  peace,  while  we  shall  be  at 

war. If   Napoleon's  war   against   our 

commerce  and  maiuifactures  be,  therefore, 
cofuinneJ  for  a  few  years,  the  manufactur- 
ing will  gradually  leave  vis,  ami  go  to 
Germany, and,  perhaps,  into  Spain.  Is  it  in 
nature,  oni^^lit  it  to  be  exp/^cled,  that,  with  all 
this  light  broken  in  upon  the  world,  the  wool 
of  Spain  should  continue  to  beseni  to  Eng- 
land to  be  made  into  cloth  ? The  disper- 
sion of  the  Spanish^offA'j  alone  is  an  event 
that  would,  in  former  times,  have  mvirked 
(3  ceniiay.  It  will  produce  a  prodigious 
change  in  the  commercial  aflairs  of  the 
world  and  in  the  relationship  between  na- 
tions.—— The  greater  part  of  these  flocks 
have  been  driven  into  France;  some  have 
gone  to  Italy;  some  to  Germany  ;  a  good 
share  to  England;  and  a  full  proportion  to 
the  American  States, This  last  expor- 
tation is  the  most  important  of  all.  In 
America  every  animal  is  prolific.  Lands 
are  boundless;  and  all  that  is  wanted  for 
these  sheep  grows  almost  spontaneously. 
— I  hear,  that  IMnCnANCELLOR  Livingstone 
of  jVew  York  has  written  a  book  upon  the 
subject,  in  wliich  book  he  gives  an  ac- 
countof  tht  method  of  treating  these,  sheep 
and  of  the  success  which  has  already  at- 
tended their  propagation.  They  increase 
at  a  wonderful  rate;  and  his  calculation 
is,  that,  ill  the  space  o^ five  years,  America, 
allowing  for  an  increase  of  population, 
will  be  able  to  dispense  with  all  importa- 
tion of  goods  of  whatever  kind,  as  espe- 
cially of    Woolle7is. This  is  not  a  thing 

going  to  take  plaee.  It  has  taken  place. 
The  matter  is  deoided.  The  docks  are 
there;  and,  so  sureaSvtthe  wheat  that  is  no%Y 
in  the  ground  will  be  a  ripe  crop  in  next 
August  or  September,  so  sure  will  America 
not  only  not  import,  bat  she  will  export, 

woollens,  in  a  few   years  iience. This 

is  decisive  as  to  our  woollen  manufactures, 
as  far  as  relates  to  exportation.  l''iot 
that  I  think  this  change  injurious  to  the 
nation,  to  the  people  of  this  kingdom.  I 
think  it  a  benefit,  on  the  contrary,  and 
am  very  glad  that  America  is  in  a  fair  way 
of  being  wholly  independent  of  us.  I 
want  to  see  no  commercial  connection  with 
her,  or  with  any  other  countrj^,  till,  rit 
least,  these  commercial  phalanxes  are 
broken  up.  My  decided  opinion  is,  that 
England  could  not  only  do  witliout  foreign 
commerce ;    but  that  she  would  be  much 

better   without   it  than   with   it. But, 

there  are  others,  who  are  of  a  very  diflerent 
opinion,  and  these  persons  ought  to  begin, 
by  times,  to  consider  how  the  loss  of  the 


foreign  commerce  will  be  supplied;  for, 
if  there  be  already  a  sensible  injury  done  to 
it,  what  must  be  the  amount  of  the  injury 

in  the  course  of  two  or  three  years  r Mr. 

Wfmf.sley  talks  about  "  ilie  revivini^  spirit 
"  of  the  British  merchant."  The  spirit  of 
the  British  merchant,  like  that  of  all  others, 
will  revive  when  a  fair  prospect  of  gain 
opens  ;  but  not  before.  It  will  not  re- 
vive at  a  call.  It  is  not  a  thing  aifected 
by  sentiment.  It  cannot  stop  the  current 
of  events,  and  that  current  now  runs 
against   a   commercial  monopoly    in   the 

hands  of  England. Mr.   Milnes  said, 

that  the  view  of  our  pecuniary  rexoitrces, 
which  the  gracious  Speech  of  the  Princa 
Regent  held  out,  was  most  "fluttering,  and 
"  put  them  above  all  those  vulgar  appre-' 
"  hensions,  which  were  circulated  respect- 
*' ing  the  perma'nency  of  our  resources." 

^I  wonder  what  Mr.  Huskisson  thought 

of  this  ?  He  has  very  clearly  stated,  that 
Bank  of  England  Notes  are  worth  only 
1 7s.  the  pound,  and  has  said,  that  they  are 
daili/  sinking  in  value,  so  that,  perhaps,  in  a 
short  time,  his  1,200  a  year  pension  will 
not  be  worth  above  5  or  (300  pounds  a 
year.  This  is  a  serious  thing  ;  and  though 
rather  vulgar  to  be  sure,  is  well  worth  an 
honest  pensioner's  attention. How- 
ever, as  to  the  language  of  the  spexh  in 
this  respect ;  as  to  ihe  flattering  prospect 
it  holds  out,  does  Mr.  Milnes  recollect, 
that,  the  King's  Speech,  which  was  deli- 
vered to  the  Parliament  only  nfew  iveeks 
before  the  Bank  Stoppage  took  place,  sptike 
of  the  national  resources  with  much  i^r(?a/rr 
confidence  than  this  Speech  doss?  Does  lie 
recollect,  that,  upon  that  occasion,  the 
mover  and  seconder  of  the  Address,  sung 
most  melodious  praises  on  the  lieaven-born 
minister  for  having  carried  on  the  contest, 
while  our  resources  remained  untouched  ? 
These  are  facts  to  be  borne  in  mind,  and 
well  calculated  to  make  men  cautious 
when  they  are  grounding  opinions  upon 
assertions  made  in  ministerial    speeches. 

These   remarks  I   could   not   refrain 

from  making;  not,  that  I  think,  that  any 
one  can  do  much  good  in  this  way  ;  but,  I 
do  not  like  to  let  such  things  pass  as  if  I 
were  unable  to  'see  them  in  their  true  light. 
Nothing  I  can  .say  will,  perhaps,  prodpce 
or  prevent  any  ctfect ;  but,  it  is  possible 
it  may,  ^i^d  no  chance  cnght  to  be  neglect- 
ed.— ^Mr.  Lamise,  who  spoke  in  the  first 
day's  debate,  is  reported  to  have  said,  that, 
as  there  was  now  no  foreipi  failure  to 
discuss,  nor  -Skny  domestic  question,  Ko  occupy 
the  feelings  and  attention  of  the  Hou§», 
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as  had  lately  been  the  case,  he  hoped  they 
would  set  themselves  seriously  to  work  to 

the  concems  of  the  country. What  this 

may  mean  1  cannot  pretend  to  say ;  but 
this  I  know,  that  the  "  domestic  questions," 
to  which  Mr.  Lambe  alludes,  a|)pear  to  me 
to  be  the  real  "  concerns  of  the  country/' 
Questions  which  relate  to  the  power 
of  .seizing  upon  people,  putting  them 
into  jai-l  at  pleasure,  and  keeping  them 
there  during  pleasure,  without  any  trial  or 
hearing ;  these,  and  such  like  questions, 
seem  to  me  to  be  the  true  "  concerns  of 
"  the  country,"  and  to  be  a  matter  of  infi- 
nitely more  importance  than  any  thing 
tha>t  can  possibly  be  brought  forward,  re- 
lating to  Spain  or  Portug^il  or  Sicily,  or 
any  other  of  "  our  allies."  The  manner, 
indeed,  in  which  the  taxes  are  expended, 
how  the  people's  money  is  distributed, 
this  is  a  subject  of  great  importance  ami 
snterest ;  but,  questions  merely  relating 
to  delfiil  are  of  no  consequence,  even  if 
they  are  of  a  pecuniary  nature.  If  you 
allow,  that  the  several  branches  of  expen- 
diture ought  to  exist  as  they  are  in  the 
main.  If  you  allow  that  we  ought  to  pay 
such  or  such  an  army,  for  instance,  what 
signifies  disputing  about  the  estimate  ? 
What  is  the  use  of  making  an  alteration  in 
the  shillings  and  pence  columns  of  the  ac- 
count ?  I  want  to  see  the  taxes  lessened : 
and,  if  this  effect  be  not  produced,  I  do 
not  see  any  advantage  whatever  in  any 
thing  that  can  be  done  about  the  finance 
accounts.  I  want  to  see  the  expences 
r</)c/;iV«e  W<oZe  diminished  ;  and,  if  this  be 
not  done,  what,  I  ask,  is  the  use  of  discus- 
sion i  \^'hat  is  the  use  of  Reports  and  Re- 
turns, which  add  greatly  to  the  expences 
instead  of  le-sseniug  them  .^— — There  is 
one  .subject  of  a  "  domestic"  nature, 
v.hich  Ajr.  Lambe  will,  surely,  consider 
as  belonging  to  the  "  concerns  of  the  coun- 
*'  try  :"  I  mean  a  licform  in  the  Commons' 
liuust  of  Parliament.  This  subject  has  been 
most  solemnly  introduced  by  the  Corpo- 
ration of  the  City  of  London,  who  have, 
as  became  thom,  taken  the  lead  in  ad- 
dressing the  Prince.  Not  an  address  will 
the  Regent  receive,  I  dare  say,  unaccom- 
panied with  a  complaint  of  the  same  sort. 
Ihe  City  of  London  have  spoken  the  sense 
of  the  nation.  They  have  said  what  all 
good  men  think,  and   all  indepi  ndent  men 

say. The  friend;  of  reform  have  nothing 

to  do  but  to  per  aver  e.  A  jieuplc  never 
die*.  Let  the  acincinle  ;^e  kept  alive. 
Let  the  obje4tt-^yS^nili£  ^^^Sihci's.    Lci 


nothing  eclipse  it ;  no  emergency,  no 
alarm,  no  danger;  nothing;  let  nothing 
draw  off  the  public  attention  from  this 
great  purpose,  this  great  end  of  political 
labour  and  political  life.  Let  no  humbug 
story  about  wars  in  Spain  or  Portugal  or 
Sicily  or  the  East  Indies  or  about  the 
Pogram  war  in  Suffolk;  let  nothing  of  this 
sort  draw  our  minds  aside  from  this  object. 
Every  thing  in  politics,  every  thing  re- 
lating to  our  personal  liberty  or  our  pro- 
perty, turns,  at  last,  upon  this  point.  The 
time  for  discussing  this  question  is  always 
present.  If  Buonaparte  were  at  Dover, 
Parliamentary  Reform  should  be  the  word  ; 
for  I  am  fully  persuaded,  that  that  measure 
would  have  more  effect  in  driving  him 
out,  or  insuring   his  exterminatii)n,  than 

300,000   soldiers   in    regular    array. 

Faction  being  now,  in  some  measure 
killed,  or,  at  least,  very  sick,  heart-sick, 
this  would  be  a  good  time  to  bring  forward 
th«  question  in  a  regular  manner ;  and  then, 
from  the  reception  it  met  with  the  peo- 
ple would  know  what  they  had  to  expect, 
and  would  make  up  their  minds  and 
fashion  their  course  accordingly.  I  shall 
be  told  by  some  people,  that  it  will 
never  be  adopted.  ]S ever  is  a  long  while! 
We  shall  see  a  great  niany  things  before 
never  comes ;  And  at  any  rate,  as  Major 
Cartwright  says,  if  reform  is  never  to 
come,  our  exertions  will  not  defer  the 
period  of  its  arrival.  But,  when  peo- 
ple talk  of  never,  they,  surely,  are  blind, 
not  only  to  what  has  been  passing  for  the 
last  eighteen  years,  but  to  what  is  passmg 
this  .moment.  Let  any  man  look  at  what 
has  lately  passed  and  is  passing,  and  then 
say,  if  he  ought  to  despair  of  seeing  this 
great  and  salutary  measure  accomplished; 
this  measure  so  nece.ssary,  as  the^  City 
of  London  observe,  to  the  safety  of  the 
Crown  and  the  happiness  of  the  People. 

Mr.  FiNNERTV. It  is  with  great- 
pleasure  I  hear  that  a  measure  is  about 
to  be  adopted  as  a  mark  of  respect  to- 
wards this  Gentleman,  whose  conduct 
has  attracted  such  universal  attention. 
— — I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  speak- 
ing more  fully  upon  the  subject,  when  I 
am  more  accurately  informed  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  Gentlemen  to  whom  I  al- 
lude. 

W**.  COBBETT. 

State  Prison,  Neicgatc,  Friday, 
February  15,  1811. 
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towards  your  Royal  Father  and  Family, 
we  would  fain  have  forborne  to  cloud  the 
dawn  of  our  intercourse  with  your  Royal 
Highness  by  even  a  glance  at  our  griev- 
ances, manifold  and  weighty  as  they  are, 
but  duty  to  our  Sos-ereign,  duty  to  our 
Country,  the- example  of  our  Forefathers, 
justice  to  Posterity,  the  fame  and  the 
safety  of  the  Kingdom,  all,  with  voice  im- 
perious, forbid  us  to  disguise  our  thoughts, 
or  to  smother  our  feelings. 

Far  be  it  from  us,  insulted  as  the  Corpo- 
ration of  this  ancient  (and,  at  all  former 
times,  respected)  City  has  recently  been, 
by  the  Servants  of  the  Crown;  far  be  it 
from  us  to  indulge  in  complaints  of  griev- 
ances peculiar  to  ourselves,  ready  and 
willing  as  we  are,  to  share  in  all  the  ne- 
cessary burdens  and  all  the  dangers  of  pur 
country.  It  is  of  general  grievances, 
grievances  sorely  felt  in  all  ranks  of  life; 
of  accumulated  and  ever-accumulating 
taxaiion,  rendered  doubly  grievous  by  the 
oppressive  mode  of  exaction,  and  of  the 
increased  and  increasing  di'^tress  and  mi- 
sery therefrom  arising  ;  of  the  improvi- 
dent expenditure  of  the  immense  sums 
thus  wrung  from  industry  and  labour;  of 
the  waste  of  life  and  of  treasure,  in  ill- 
contrived  and  ill-conducted  expeditions; 
of  the  attempts,  which,  for  many  years 
past,  and  especially  within  tJie  last  three 
years,  have  been  made,  and  with  but  too 
much  success,  to  crush  public  liberty  in 
all  its  branches,  and  especially  the  liberty 
of  freely  discussing  the  conduct  of  public 
men,  and  the  nature  and  tendency  of  pub- 
lic measures. 

Can  we  refrain  from  humbly  expressing 
our  complaints,  when  we  have  seen  those 
Ministers  who  have  so  long  usurped  the 
Royal  Authority,  and  who,  it  is  now  dis- 
covered, iiave,  by  practising  the  most  cri- 
minal deception  upon  the  Parliament  and 
the  People,  carried  on  the  Government 
during  his  PJajesty's  former  incapacity, 
exerting  their  influence  to  degrade  the 
Kingly  Office; — when  we  have  seen  mea- 
sures adopted,  evincing  the  most  unfounded 
jealousy  and  mistrust  of  your  Royal  High- 
ness— when  we  have  seen  the  Prerogatives 
of  the  crown  curtailed  and  withheld— 
when  we  have  seen  a  new  Estate  estab- 
lished in  the  realm,  highly  dangerous  and 
unconstitutional  —  when  we  have  seen 
power,  influence,  and  emolument,  thus  set 
apart  to  controul  and  embarrass  the  Exe- 
cutive Government,  at. a  time  of  such  un- 
precedented difficulty— -when  all  the  ener- 
gies of  the  State  are  necessary  to  enable 
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To  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  Regent  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. — The 
dutiful  and  loyal  Address  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of 
the  City  of  London,  in  Common  Coun- 
cil assembled. 

May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness; 

We,  the  Lord '.Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Comuions  of  the  City  of  London,  in  Com- 
mon Council  assembled,  most  humbly  ap- 
proach your  Royal  Highness  with  the 
warmest  assurances  of  affectionate  attach- 
ment to  your  Royal  Person,  and  unshaken 
adherence  to  those  sacred  prmciples  which 
seated  your  family  upon  the  tlirone  of  this 
realm  ;  fully  convinced,  that  those  princi- 
ples aflbrd  the  best  security  to  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  Sovereign,  and  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  people. 

Whilst  we  offer  to  your  Royal  Highness 
our  sincere  condolence  upon  the  severe 
visitation  with  which  it  has  pleased  Divine 
Providence  to  afflict  cur  most  gracious 
Sovereign,  which  has  occasioned  a  sus- 
pension of  the  royal  functions,  it  is  with 
heartfelt  consolation,  that,  in  common 
with  all  ranks  of  our  fellow-subjects,  we 
behold  in  the  person  of  your  Royal  High- 
ness a  Prince  highly  endowed,  and  emi- 
nently qualified  to  exercise  the  regal  du- 
ties— a  Prince,  who  has  so  greatly  en- 
deared himself  to  the  people,  by  his  mo- 
deration and  forbearance  on  various  trying 
occasions,  and  the  attachment  he  has  so 
unitbrmly  shewn  to  their  rights  and  liber- 
ties. 

Had  indeed  the  desire  and  expectation 
of  the  United  Kingdom  been  realized,  by 
vesting  in  your  Royal  Highness  the  full 
powers  of'  the  executive  authority,  we 
should  have  had  just  cause  for  congratu- 
lation, confident  as  we  feel  that  those 
powers  would  have  been  wisely  and  bene- 
ficially exercised,  to  enable  us  to  meet  the 
extraordinary  exigencies  of  so  perilous  a 
crisis. 

Deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the 
wany  and  great  difficulties,  wivich,  with 
yjowers  so  limited,  your  Royal  Highness 
must  have  to  encounter  in  the  discharge 
of  duties  so  arduous,  and  feeling  towards 
your  Royal  Highness  the  fullness  of  that 
loyal  affliction,  which,  in  deeds  as  well  as 
in  words,  we  have  so  long  demonstrated 
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us  to  surmount  the  dangers  with  which  we 
are  threatened,  both  at  home   and   abroad 

we  confess  that,   feeling  as  we  do  the 

most  unbounded  gratitude  to  your  Koyal 
Highness,  for  undertaking  these  ardnmis 
duties  at  a  moment  of  such  peril,  and  uniler 
such  circumstances,  we  can  discover  no 
cause  for  congratulation;— on  the  con- 
trary, we  should  be  filled  with  dismay  and 
the  most  alarming  apprehensions,  were  it 
not  for  the  known  patriotic!  and  amialde 
qualities,-which  your  Royal  Plighness  pos- 
sesses, and  the  resource  which  we  trust 
your  Royal  Highness  will  find,  in  the 
zeal,  ardour,  aftlation  and  loyalty  of  a  free 
and  united  People. 

Numerous  other  grievances  we  forbear 
even  to  mention  ;  but  there  is  one  so  pro- 
minent in  the  odiousness  of  its  nature,  as 
well  as  in  the  magnitude  of  its  mischievous 
consequences,  thatwe  are  unable  to  refrain 
from  marking  it  out  as  a  particular  ob- 
ject of  our  complaint  and  of  your  Royal 
Highness's  virtuous  abhorrence — the  pre- 
sent Representation  in  the  Commons 
House  of  Parliament— a  ready  instrument 
in  the  hnnds  of  the  Minister  for  the  ti;ne 
being,  whether  for  the  purposes  of  niillify- 
in"-  the  just  prerogatTves  of  the  Crown,  or 
of  insulting  and  oppressing  the  People,  and 
a  Reform  in  which  Representation  is,  there- 
fore, absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety 
of  the  Crown,  the  happiness  of  the  People, 
and  the  peace  and  independence  of  the 
Country. 

Reposing  the  fullest  confidence  in  your 
Royal  Higiiness's  beneficent  views  and  in- 
tentions, we  can  only  deplore  the  present 
unfortunate  state  of  things,  fully  relying, 
that,  under  circumstances  so  novel  and 
embarrassing,  every  measure  which  de- 
pends personally  upon  your  Royal  High- 
ness will  be  adopted  towards  extricating 
us  from  our  present  difficulties,  and  for 
promoting  the  peace,  happiness,  and  se- 
curity of  the  country. 

Thus  to  mingle  our  expressions  of  con- 
fidence and  affection  with  the  voice  of 
complaint  is  grievous  to  our  hearts;  but, 
placing  as  we  do,  implicit  reliance  on  the 
constitutional  principles  of  your  Royal 
Highness,  we  are  cheered  with  the  hope, 
that  such  a  change  of  system  will  take 
place,  as  will  henceforward,  for  a  long 
series  of  happy  years,  prevent  your  Koyal 
Highness  from  being  greeted  by  the  faith- 
ful and  loyal  City  of  London  in  any  voice, 
but  that  of  content  and  of  gratitude. 
Signed  by  Order  of  Court, 

Henry  \Voodth©rpe, 


Answer. 


7b  ivhick  Address  his  Royal  lliqhncss  was 
pleased  to  return  the  following  moat  gracious 
Annver. 

I  thank  vou  for  the  assurances  of  your 
attachment,  and  of  your  confidence  in  the 
sincerity  of  my  endeavours  to  promote  the 
welfare  and  security  of  his  "Majesty's  do- 
minions, by  the  faithful  administration  of 
those  ])Owcrs  with  which  1  am  entru-ted 
during  the  lamented  indispositron  of  the 
King. 

In  the  arduous  situation  in  which  I  am 
placed,  I  can  assure  you  that  it  wiil  be  the 
happiest  moment  of  my  life  when,  by  the 
blessing  of  Providence,  I  shall  be  called 
upon  to  rci^ign  the  powers  now  delegated 
to  me  into  tlie  hands  of  my  beloved  and 
i^evered  Father  and  Sovereign. 

My  own  disposition,  no  less  than  the 
example  of  my  Royal  Father,  will  make 
me  at  all  times  ready  to  listen  to  the  com- 
plaints of  those  who  may  think  themselves 
asuri-eved  ;  and  will  determine  me  on  ail 
occasions  to  regulate  my  conduct  upon  the 
established  principles  of  that  ancient  and 
i  evceilent  Constitution,  under  which  the 
people  of  this  country  have  hitherto  en- 
joyed a  stute  of  unrivalled  prosperity  and 
iiappine^'s. 


Till  URGENCY  Bill. 
(  Concluded  from  page  3  8  2. ) 
XXII.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
if  his  roval  highness  George  Augustus 
Frederick  Prince  of  Wales  shall  depart 
this  liie  during  the  continuance  of  the 
Regency  by  this  Act  established,  or  cease 
to  be  Regent  under  any  of  the  provisions 
thereof,  the  Lords  of  his  Majesty's  most 
hon.  Privy  Council  shall  forthwith  cause  a 
Proclamation  to  be  issued,  in  his  Majesty's 
name,  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  de- 
claring the  same  :  And  if  her  Majesty  the 
Queen  shall  depart  this  life  during  the 
time  that  the  care  of  his  Majesty's  Royal 
Person  shall  be  committed  to  her  Majesty 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act, 
the  Regent  shall  forthwith  order  and  di- 
rect a  Proclamation,  under  the  Great 
Seal  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  to  be  issued  and  pub- 
lished, declaring  the  same  :  And  in  case 
the  Parliament  in  being  at  the  time  of 
the  issuing  of  any  Proclamation  declaring 
the  death  of  the  Regent  or  of  her  Majesty, 
or  at  the  time  of  the  issuing  of  aoy  Pro- 
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clamation  for  the  Resumption  of  the  per- 
sonal exercise  of  the  Royal  Authority  hy 
his  Majesty,  shall  then  he  separated,  by 
any  adjournruent  or  prorogation,  such 
Parliament  shall  forthwith  meet  and  sit. 

XXIII.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  far- 
ther enacitd,  That  in  case  any  such  Pro- 
clamation as  aforesaid  shall  issue  in  any 
or  either  of  such  cases  as  aforesaid,  at  any 
time  subsequent  to  the  dissolution  or  ex- 
piration of  a  Parliament,  and  before  the 
dajf  appointed  by  any  Writs  of  Summons 
then  issued  for  assembling  a  new  Parlia- 
ment, then  and  in  such  case  the  last  pre- 
ceding Parliament  shall  immediately  con- 
vene and  sit  at  Westminster,  and  be  a 
Parliament  to  continue  during  the  space 
of  six  months  and  no  longer,  to  all  Inieuts 
and  purposes,  as  if  the  same  Parliament 
had  not  been  dissolved  or  expired,  but 
Subject  to  be  sooner  prorogued  or  dis- 
solved :  Provided  also,  that  if  any  such 
Proclamation  as  aforesaid  shall  issue  in 
any  or  either  of  such  cases  as  aforesaid 
upon  or  at  any  time  after  th6  day  ap- 
pointed by  any  Writs  of  Summons  then 
issued  for  calling  and  ass-embling  a  new 
Parliament,  and  before  such  new  Parlia- 
ment shall  have  met  and  sat  as  a  Parli-> 
nient,  such  new  Parliament  shall  imme- 
diaiely  after  such  Proclamation  convene 
and  sit  at  Westminster,  and  he  and  be  deem- 
ed to  be  a  Parliament  in  being  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  under  the  provisions  of 
this  Act, 

XXIV.  And  be  it  also  enacted.  That  in 
case  of  the  death  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen, 
the  Care  of  his  Majesty's  Royal  Person, 
and  all  and  every  the  Powers  and  Authori- 
ties in  and  b\'  this  Act  vested  ia  her  Majes- 
ty touching  the  care  ofhis  Majesty's  Royal 
Pe.""son,  9nd  the  disposing,  orilering,  and 
managing  alJ  matters  and  things  relating 
thereto,  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
vested  in  her  IMajesty's  Council^  until  due 
provision  shall  have  been  made  in  relation 
thereto  by  Parliament  :  Provided  never- 
theless, that  in  such  case,  nothing  in  this 
Act  contanicd  shall  extend  or  be  construed 
to  extend  tu  empower  the  Regeait,  or  the 
said  Council,  to  nominate,  appoint,  or  re- 
move any  of  the  Officers  or  Persons  of  his 
Majesty's  Household,  by  this  Act  made 
subject  to  the  norninaiion,  appointment  or 
removal  of  her  Majesty,  until  due  provi- 
sion shall  have  been  made  by  Parliament 
in  that  behalf. 

XXV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
if  any  person,  being  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  shall  accept  of  any 
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nomination  and  appointment  of  the  Re- 
gent in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  his 
Majesty,  or  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  Regency 
hereby  established,  the  Election  of  such 
member  shall  be  and  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  void,  and  a  new  Writ  shall  issue 
for  a  new  Election,  in  such  and  the  like 
manner  as  if  such  person  had  been  ap- 
poiited  to  such  OflBce  by  his  Majesty. 

XXVI,  And  be  it  further  enacted. 
That  the  several  Letters  Patent,  Letters 
of  Privy  Seal,  and  ail  other  lawful  aulho- 
iiities,  of  what  nature  or  kind  soever,  which 
have  been  granted  or  issued  by  his  Ma- 
jesty, by  virtue  whereof  any  payments  of 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  are  directed 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  monies  applicable  to 
the  use  of  his  Majesty's  Civil  Government, 
for  the  use  of  the  Queen's  most  excel- 
lent Majesty,  or  for  the  use  of  any  of  the 
branches  of  his  Majesty's  Royal  Family, 
shall  continue  to  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  enacted  to  continue  and  be  of  full 
force  and  effect  respectively,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  Regency  by  this  Act 
established;  and  that  Warrants  shall  be 
issued  by  the  Lord  High  Treasurer,  or 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  for 
the  pavment  of  the  several  sums  therein 
respectively  contained ;  which  Warrants 
the  said  Lord  High  Treasurer,  or  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Tre  ^sury,  are  here- 
by respectively  required  to  issue  at  the 
usual  and  accustomed  times,  and  in  the 
usual  and  accustomed  manner. 

XXVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted. 
That  the  Lord  High  Treasurer  or  Lords 
Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury 
for  the  time  being,  shall  direct,  and  they 
are  hereby  required  annually  to  direct 
the  sum  of  ot-'^0,000  to  be  issued  out  of 
the  monies  of  the  Civil  List  Revenues  to 
the  Keeper  of  his  Majesty's  Privy  Purse 
for  the  time  being,  in  like  manner,  and  at 
such  times  and  in  such  proportions  as  has 
heretofore  been  usual  and  accustomed  in 
respect  to  the  issue  of  the  sum  of  cfOOjOOO 
as  aforesaid  ;  and  that  the  said  Keeper  of 
his  Majesty's  Privy  Purse  shall,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorised  and  directed,  during  the 
continuance  of  his  M:^jesty's  indisposition, 
out  of  the  monies  so  issued  to  him,  to 
make  such  payments,  and  issue  and  apply 

,  such   sums   (not    exceeding   the  sum   of 

.  J5,4S1/,  in  the  whole  in  the  j^ear),  to  such 

persons,  in  such  proportions,  and  at  such 

times,  for  such  purposes,  and  on  such  ac- 

I  counts  and  in  such  manner  as  he  hadi 
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heretofore  usually  paid,  issued  and  ap- 
plied the  same  by  the  authority  and  di- 
rection of  his  Majesty  ;  and  the  said 
Keeper  oHiis  Majesty's  Privy  Purse  shall, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  directed 
to  issue  and  pay  to  such  person  as  her 
Majesty  may  think  proper  to  appoint  for 
this  fJurpose,  out  of  such  60,000/.  as  afore- 
said, such  sums  of  money,  (rtot  exceeding 
4,215/.  in  each -quarter  of  the  year  in  the 
whole,  the  first  payment  whereof  shall  be 
made  for  the  current  quarter  as  soon  as 
may  be  after  the  passing  of  this  Act)  as 
her  Majesty  shall,  by  any  order  or  orders 
in  writing  made  for  that  purpose,  direct, 
to  be  by  such  person  so  to  be  appointed 
as  aforesaid,  paid  and  applied  in  such 
sums  and  proportions,  and  to  such  persons 
and  for  such  purposes,  and  upon  such 
accounts,  and  in  such  manner,  as  the 
same  have  been  heretofore  accustomed  to 
be  paid  and  applied,  under  the  immediate 
direction  and  authority  of  his  Majesty; 
and  such  person,  so  appointed  as  afore- 
said, shall,  before  any  such  money  shall 
be  issued  to  him  after  the  passing  of  this 
Act,  take  an  oath  before  some  one  of  her 
Majesty's  Council  (which  Oath  each  of 
her  Majesty's  said  Council  is  hereby  au- 
thorised to  administer)  that  he  will  faith- 
fully apply  and  will  justly  account  to  her 
Majesty  for  the  faithful  application  of 
such  sums  of  money  so  issued  to  him  as 
aforesaid  ;  and  such  person  so  appointed  as 
aforesaid,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  within 
one  month  after  the  receipt  of  every  such 
sum  as  aforesaid,  render  to  her  Majesty  a 
just  and  true  Account  of  the  application 
thereof:  Provided  also,  that  the  remain- 
der of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  60,000/.  shall 
be  invested  by  the  said  Keeper  of  his 
Majesty's  Privy  Purse  in  some  of  the 
public  Funds,  or  Government  Securities, 
in  the  name  of  the  Keeper  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Privy  Purse  for  the  time  being,  in 
trust  for  his  Majesty ;  and  that  the  net 
surplus  of  the  Revenues  of  the  Duch)' 
and  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster  shall 
be  from  time  to  time  paid  under  the 
Order  of  the  Chancellor  and  Council 
of  the  said  Duchy,  into  the  hands  of 
the  Keeper  of  his  Majesty's  Privy  Purse, 
whose  receipt  shall  be  a  sufficient  dis- 
charge for  the  same,  and  shall  by  him 
be  invested  in  some  of  the  public  Funds 
or  Government  Securities,  in  manner 
aforesaid  J  and  that  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  England  shall 
place  the  said  several  sums  on  an  Ac- 
count to  be  raised  in  thq,  Crooks  of  the 


said  Cpvernor  and  Company  intituled, 
"  The  Account  of  the  Keeper  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Privy  Pm-se;"  and  that  upon  the 
death  or  resignation  of  the  present  and 
every  other  Keeper  of  his  IMajesty's  Privy 
Purse  hereafter  to  be  app.ointed>  all  and 
every  the  said  stock  or  stocks  and  sum 
or  sums  of  money  arising  from  the  diviy 
dends  which  shall  accrue  thereon,  shall 
immediately  vest  in  the  successor  of  the 
present  or  any  future  Keeper  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Privy  Pui'se  respectively,  and  the 
Keeper  of  his  Majesty's  Privy  Purse  for 
the  time  being  is  hereby  required  to  lay 
out  and  invest  the  dividends  so  accruing 
as  aforesaid,  from  time  to  time,  in  the 
purchase  of  other  Stocks  and  Securities  on 
the  like  account,  and  that  the  Keeper  of 
his  Majesty's  Privy  Purse  for  the  time 
being,  shall  from  time  to  time  execute 
Declarations  of  Trust  of  all  such  Funds 
and  Securities,  declaring  that  the  same 
are  held  in  trust  for  his  Majesty,  by  In- 
struments to  be  executed  under  his  hand 
and  seal,  to  be  deposited  with  her  Ma- 
jesty. 

XXVIII.  Provided  always,  and  be  it 
enacted.  That  the  said  Keeper  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Privy  Purse,  and  such  person  so 
to  be  appointed  as  last  aforesaid  by  her 
Majesty,  shall  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  January  1812,  and  on  or  before  the 
first  daj'  of  January  in  every  succeeding 
year  during  the  continuance  of  this  Act, 
respectively  take  an  Oath  before  the 
Barons  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  or  one 
of  them,  in  the  form  following  : 

I  A.  B.  do  swear.  That  according  to 
the  best  ©f  ray  knowledge,  belief,  or 
information,  no  part  of  the  money  whifch 
has  been  issued  to  me  for  the  service  of 
his  Majesty's  Privy  Purse,  by  virtue  of 
an  Act  intituled.  An  Act  [here  insert  the 
Title  of  this  Act],  between  the  first  day 
of  January 
and  the  first  day  of  January 

has  been  applied  directly  or  indi- 
rectly for  the  benefit,  use,  or  behoof  of 
any  Member  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
or,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  applicable, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  the  purpose  of 
supporting  or  procuring  an  Interest  in 
any  Place  returning  Members  to  Parlia- 
ment. So  help  me  God, 

XXIX.  And  whereas  an  Act  passed  in 
the  39th  and  40th  years  of  the  reign  of 
his  present  Majesty,  intituled,  *  An  Act 
'  concerning  the  Disposition  of  certain 
'  real  and  personal  Property  of  his  Ma- 
'jesty,  his  heirs  and  successorS|  and  aUe 
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*  the  real  and  personal  Property  of  her 
'  Majesty,  and  of  the  Glueen  Conwrt  for 
'  the  time  being:'  And  whereas  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  provision  should  be  made  for 
the  care  of  the  real  and  personal  Estate 
and  Property  of  his  Majesty,  during  his 
Indisposition,  and  for  the  preservation 
thereof  for  the  use  and  future  disposal  of 
his  Majesty  ;  be  it  therefore  enacted. 
That  all  persons  having  the  care  or  ma- 
nagement of  his  Majesty's  real  or  personal 
Estate  or  Property,  or  any  part  thereof, 
now  vested  in  any  trustees  for  the  use  of 
his  Majesty,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  made 
and  declared  to  be  subject  to  the  controul, 
order,  direction,  appointment,  and  re- 
moval of  the  several  and  respective  trus- 
tees of  the  real  and  personal  Estate  and 
Property  of  which  they  are  respectively 
in  the  care  and  management ;  and  shall 
from  time  to  time,  and  whenever  required 
so  to  do,  account  to  the  respective  trustees 
of  the  several  and  respective  parts  of  the 
real  and  personal  Estate  and  Property  of 
which  they  so  have  the  care  and  manage- 
ment, for  all  the  rents,  issues,  profits, 
dividends,  interest  and  sums  of  monej'^ 
arising  or  accruing  therefrom  respectively ; 
and  shall  apply,  pay  over,  lay  out,  invest, 
or  otherwise  dispose  of  the  same,  for  the- 
use  of  his  Majesty,  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  from  time  to  time  ordered  and 
directed  by  such  trustees  respectively  and 
as  to  such  trustees  shall  appear  most  ad- 
viseable  and  beneficial  for  the  care  and 
improvement  of  such  real  and  personal 
Estate  and  Property,  and  the  preservation 
thereof,  for  his  Majesty's  use  and  future 
disposal :  and  all  the  real  and  personal 
Estate  and  Property  of  his  Majesty,  in  re- 
lation to  which  no  disposition  shall  have 
been  made  by  his  Majesty  before  his  ill- 
ness and  which  shall  not  now  be  vested 
in'any  trustee  or  trustees  for  his  Majesty's 
use,  shall  immediately  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act  vest  in  the  Queen's 
most  excellent  Majesty,  his  Royal  High- 
ness, the  Regent,  and  the  Keeper  of  his 
Majesty's  Privy  Purse  for  the  time  being, 
as  trustees  thereof,  for  the  use  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  for  the  protection  and  care  there- 
of daring  his  Majesty's  Illness,  and  pre- 
servation thereof  for  his  Majesty's  use  and 
future  disposal ;  and  her  said  Majesty,  and 
his  said  Itoyal  Highness  the  Regent,  and 
the  Keeper  of  his  Majesty's  Privy  Purse, 
may  appoint  a  Secretary  and  such  other 
persons  as  may  appear  to  them  to  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  management  of  and  keep- 
ing the  Acdounts  of  the  said  Trust,  with 


such  salaries,  to  be  paid  out  of 'the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  trust  property,  as  may  appear 
to  the  said  trustees  to  be  proper  ;  and  all 
persons  in  the  care  and  management  of 
any  real  or  personal  Estate  or  Property, 
so  rested  m  such  trustees  as  last  aforesaid, 
under  this  Act,  shall  in  like  manner  as 
aforesaid  be  subject  to  the  order,  cofiiroul, 
direction,  appointment,  or  removal  of  such 
trustees  as  last  aforesaid,  and  shall  apcoant 
to  such  trustees  in  like  manner  as  is  here- 
in-before  directed,  in  relation  to  such  real 
and  personal  Estate  and  Property  as  was 
vested  in  trustees  before  the  passing  of  this 
Act;  and  shall  in  like  manner  as  aforesaid 
apply,  pay  over,  lay  out,  invest,  or  other- 
wise dispose  of  the  rents,  issues,  profits, 
dividends,  interests,  and  sums  of  money 
arisingor  accruing  therefrom  respectively, 
according  to  the  order  and  direction  of 
such  trustees  as  aforesaid:  Provided  al- 
ways, that  all  dividends  arising  from  any 
Public  Funds  or  Securities  shall  be  from 
time  to  time  invested  and  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  other  like  Funds  or  Public 
Securities,  unless  any  other  order  or  di- 
rection shall  be  given  by  the  trustees 
thereof  respectively ;  and  all  trustees  in 
whom  any  real  or  personal  Estate  or  Pro- 
perty was  vested,  before  the  passing  of 
this  Act,  or  in  whom  the  same  is  vested 
b}''  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  shall  i*old 
all  such  Estates  and  Property  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  his  Majesty,  and  preserve 
the  produce  thereof,  and  of  all  rents, 
issues,  profits,  dividends,  interest,  and 
sums  of  money,  arising  and  accruing 
therefrom,  for  his  Majesty's  use  and  be- 
nefit, and  for  the  future  disposal  cf  his 
Majesty,  in  case  no  disposition  shall  have 
been  made  thereof  by  his  Majesty  before 
his  illness  ;  and  all  such  real  and  personal 
Estate  and  Property,  and  rents,  issues, 
profits,  produce,  dividends,  interest,  and 
sums  of  money  aforesaid,  arising  and  ac- 
cruing therefrom,  whereof  no  disposition 
shall  have  been  made  by  his  Majesty 
before  his  illness,  shall,  if  no  disposition 
thereof  shall  hereafter  be  made  by  his 
Majesty,  go  and  be  disposed  of  according 
to  law :  Provided  always,  that  nothing  in 
this  Act  x:ontained  shall  be  construed  to 
invalidate  or  in  any  manner  to  afi^ect  any 
disposition  which  shall  have  been  made, 
or  which  shall  hereafter  be  made,  by  his 
Majesty,  by  deed,  will,  or  otherwise,  of 
any  such  property  or  proceeds  thereof  as 
aforesaid,  either  before  or  after  his  Ma- 
jesty's illness,  which  would  have  been  or 
would  be  a  good   and  valid  disposition  of 
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such  Property,  if  this  Act  had  not  passed.  I 
XXX.  And  vynereas   his  Majeity  hath  I 
bt:en  iXCiusiomed  f.om  time  lo  time,  by 
the  ydvice   and  on  ihe  vecomiuendalion  ot 
the   (Jorain  >.-.ioner.s   of  the    Treasury,    to 
make  giants  oui  ot  (ht;  Droits  of  theCrown 
aad  oi'  the  AiiiU'ral  y  lo  peroons  concerned 
or  jfitt^rwi^td  in  the  ^aptiue  of  any  ye_-.sels 
arid  cargoes,  or  otiicr  pr-.pfeity,c;»ndefan- 
ed  to  or  beconiins  ve.><tcd  in  hi.s  Majesty 
as  Droits  of  tht  Crown  or  of  'Me  Adu^.iral 
ty,  or.  to^ijersQiiS  praying  fur  lAit-f  ai  of 


into  ail  the  entrenchments  of  his  line,  and 
strengthening  the  |iosts,  where,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  grouFid,  he  had  placed  his 
artilleiy,  and,  by  forming  ni  the  rear  a 
body  of  reserve,  for  the  purpose  of  p'vi;ig 
assistance  en  those  poiitia  vvh>.'re  circum- 
stances niigiit  dcna  id  it. — On  the  follow- 
ing day,  about  seven  in  the  morning,  the 
enemy  presented  themselves,  to  the  mjm- 
bv-r  of  six  or  seven  thousand,  on  a  hill 
called  the  C'arretas,  and  ai  the  distance  of 
half  a  league,  between  the  roads  to  Mexico 


his    Majesty's   Bounty    jn    ^ny    cases  of }  and  La  Canada,  and  they  also  made  seve- 


<laiviage  vr  injury  sustained  by  them  on 
account  of  or  in  any  nsanuer  connected 
with  any  capture  or  prize,  or  occasioned 
by  any  ongagement  with  ships  of  the 
enemy  j  be  it  ther-.fore  eiwcted,  That  the 
s^id  Regent  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
thority, by  tne  advice  and  on  the  recom- 
mendajiioii  of  the  Coinmi^sioners  of  the 
Treasury  obr  the  litne  bein^,  or  any  three 
dr  moce  \>ii  iheni,  out  of  the  Droits  of  the 
Ci'own  or  the  Droits  of  the  Admiralty,  or 
any  part  'or  p  ti  ta  ttiereof,  from  time  to 
time  to  iiake  any  -tuch  Grai  15  to  persoiis 
concerned  cr  interested  in  the  capture  of 
any  vt^sse's  or  cargoes,  or  other  property, 
•which  have  bet^n  or  may  hereafter  be 
Ct>ndi>mne  t  to  or  become  vested  in  his 
Muje-ty  as  Droits  of  his  Crown  or  of  the 
Adiniraiiy,  or  to  any  person  or  persons 
prayi:;g  for  relief  in  any  cases  of  damage 
or  injur}'  sustained  bj'^  or  on  account  of 
any  mutter  or  thing  arising  out  of  or  in 
any  manner  connected  with  capture  or 
prize,  or  occasioned  by  any  engagement 
with  siiips  or  vessels  of  the  enemy,  in 
such  manner  as  his  Majesty  hath  hereto- 
fore by  the  advice  of  the  said  Commis- 
sioners been  accustomed  to  make  any 
Grants  of  the  same. 

OFFICL\L  PAPERS. 
Mexico. — Civil  War. — Letter  from  the  Vice- 
roy  to  the  Governor  in  Spain. — Nc!/.  7, 
1 8 1 0. — (Concluded from  page  320.^ 
Detail. 
The  Viceroy  has  received  the  following 
intelligence  from  Don  Ignacio  Garcia  Ro- 
bolio,  commandingin  the  city  of  Querate- 
ro. — "  In  the  night  of  the  29th  of  last  Oc- 
tober, the   above  General  having  received 
certain   information   that   the    insurgents 
having  attacked  the  town   of  St.  Juan  del 
Rio,   were  proceeding  to  attack  the  city 
of  Queratero,  immediately  took  the  neces- 
sary precautions  for  distributing  the  troops 
wf  the  small  garrison  which  he  had  got 


ral  attempts  to  dislodge  us  of  other  points; 
but  their  inniti  attention  was  directed  to 
the  town,  which  is  the  College  ff  Strita 
Crux,  and  at  half  past  nine  in  the  niorji- 
ing  all  the  msurgonts  advanced  in  a 
body,  attempting  to  force  the  two  princi- 
pal intreachments  of  the  place  ;  but  they 
were  received  with  a  well  supported  dis- 
charge of  artillery  and  musketry,  which, 
at  Sialf  past  seven  in  the  evening,  forced 
them  to  a  precipitate  tlight,  and  they  were 
closely  pursued  by  Semlr  Revollo,  who 
commanded  a  division  of  cavalry,  and  in 
the  glorious  engagement  killed  upwards 
of  300  men.  There  were  as  many  taken 
prisoners,  and  a  very  considerable  number 
wounded.  On  our  own  part  we  sustained 
very  little  loss,  having  only  one  man  seri- 
ously wounded  by  a  cannon  shot.  He 
was  an  European  volunteer,  D.  Andres 
Carcoba,  and  received  his  Avound  at  the 
commencement  of  the  attack.  We  had  a 
number  slightly  contused,  from  the  maiiy 
stones  which  the  insurgents  discharged 
from  their  slings  upon  those  who  defended 
the  passes. 

Prockunution,  Mexico,  Nov.  10.     Don  Felix 
Maria  Culleja.  i^c. 

The  army  of  the  rebels,  headed  by  the 
traitors  Hidalgo,  AUende,  Aldama,  Abas- 
lo,  and  others,  was  on  the  seventh  entirely 
routed  by  the  Royal  forces  under  my 
command,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
town  of  Aculo  :  all  their  artillery,  bag- 
gage, and  ammunition,  have  fallen  into 
our  hands.  Their  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  exceeds  three  thousand  men, 
and  what  remained  made  their  escape 
through  the  mountains. — The  laws  of  war, 
and,  above  all,  that  justice  which  a  law- 
ful Government  requires  to  be  enforced 
against  men,  who,  forgetting  their  most 
sacred  oaths,  have  attempted  to  establish 
anarchy  in  a  country  the  most  happy  in 
the  world,  and  to  break  every  tie  of  social 
order,  oblige  us  without  any  conipasfiioas 
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(confining  ourselves  to  the  sole  coiisi- 
tleraiion  of  the  extermination  of  thofse 
who  havfi  sided  with  traitors,  or  have  em- 
braced their  party),  by  the  means  of  an 
exemplary  punishment,  to  inflitt  a  salu- 
tary example.  Certainly  his  Majesty's 
troops  have  conducted  themselves  with 
the  greatest  moderation,  and  desirous  to 
make  known  unto  every  one  tlie  benig- 
nant intentions  of  the  Superior  Govern- 
ment of  this  kingdonj,  and  particularly 
those  which  animate  his  flxcellency  Se- 
nor  Don  Francisco  XavierVenegas,  whose 
paternal  feelings  are  directed  to  no  other 
object  thaji  as  far  as  possible  to  prevent 
the  effusion  of  blood,  to  restore  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  kingdom  to  that  felicity 
and  repose  which  they  formerly  enjoyed 
under  a  just  and  beneficent  Governmer.t, 
and  deliver  them  from  those  calamities 
into  which  they  have  been  led  by  the 
most  absurd  impostures  of  the  miserable 
authors  of  the  rebellion.  His  Excellency 
grants  a  general  pardon  to  all  those  who 
may  have  been  in  the  army  of  the  insur- 
gents, upon  their  leaving  it,  and  retiring 
to  their  houses.  Thsy  shall  not  be  mo- 
lested in  their  persons  in  any  respect ; 
but  the  leaders  are  expressly  excluded 
from  the  benefit  of  this  proclamation, 
lii-i  Excellency  also  declares,  that  who- 
ever shall  produce  the  heads  of  the  prin- 
piil  rebels,  Hidalgo,  Allenne,  and  the  two 
brothers,  Aldama  and  Abasio,  shaii,  in- 
dependent of  personal  security,  receive  a 
reward  of  ten  thousand  pieces.  And  that 
the  present  proclamation  may  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  every  one,  his  Excel- 
lency commands  that  it  be  placarded  in 
the  most  conspicuous  places  of  the  towns 
and  villages  through  w-hicli  the  army 
shall  pass. — Calleja. — San  Juan  del  Rio, 
JS'ov.g,  JSIO. 


Spain. — Proclamation  of  the  Cortes,  Is? 
Jan.  lyil. 
Don  Ferdinand  VII.  by  the  Grace  of 
God,  King  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  and 
in  his  absence  and  captivity,  the  Council 
of  Regency,  authorised  ad  interim,  to  all 
those  who  shall  see  and  hear  these  pre- 
sents. Know  that,  in  the  Cortes  General 
and  Extraordinary,  assembled  in  the 
Royal  Isle  of  Leon  it  has  been  resolved 
and  decreed  as  follows  ; — The  Cortes  Ge- 
neral and  Extraordinary,  in  conformity 
with  their  Decree  of  the  24'th  of  Decem- 
ber of  last  year,  in  which  they  declare 
null  and  void  the  renunciations  made  at 
Bayonne  by  the  legitimate  King  of  Spain 
»«d  ^e  Indies, Seignior  D,  Ferdinaado  VIL. 
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not  only  from  hi.s  want  of  liberty,  bat 
from  want  of  the  essential  and  ijidispen- 
sable  circumstance,  the  consent  of  iht^  na- 
tion, declare  that  they  will  not  acknow- 
ledge, but  will  hold  for  null  and  of  no  ef- 
fect every  act,  treaty  or  convention,  or 
transaction,  of  whatever  kind  or  nattire 
they  may  have  been,  authorized  by  the 
King  while  he  remains  in  the  state  of  op- 
pression and  deprivation  of  liberty  in 
which  he  now  is,  vvhether  in  the  country 
of  the  enemy,  or  within  Spain,  while  Itis 
Royal  Person  is  surrounded  by  the  arms^ 
and  under  the  direct  or  indirect  iiiflijt>nce 
of  the  usurper  of  his  crown,  as  the  nation 
will  never  consider  him  as  free,  nor  render 
him  obedience,  until  it  shall  see  hini  'm 
the  midst  of  his  faithful  subjects,  and  in 
the  bosom  of  the  national  Congress, 
which  now  exists,  or  hereafter  may  exist, 
in  the  Government  formed  by  the  Cortes. 

They  declare  at  the  same  time,  that 
■a'-fp.vy  contravention  of  this  Decree  shall 
be,  consicieved  by  the  nation  an  act  hos- 
.tiie  to  the  country,  and  the  ofFtnder 
shall  be  ameniable  to  all  the  rigour  of  the 
laws.  And,  finally,  the  Cortes  declare 
that  the  generous  nation  whom  they  re- 
present will  never  lay  down  its  arms,  nor 
listen  to  any  proposition  for  accommoda- 
tion, of  whatever  kind  it  may  be,  which 
shall  not  be  preceded  by  the  total  evacu- 
ation ot  Spain  by  the  troops  which  so  un- 
justly have  invaded  it  ;  since  the  Cortes, 
as  well  as  the  whole  nation,  are  resolved 
to  fight  incessantly  till  they  have  secured 
the  holy  religion  of  their  ancestors,  the  li- 
berty of  their  beloved  Monarch,  and  the 
absolute  independence  and  integrity  of  the 
monarchy.  The  Council  of  Regency,  that 
this  may  be  known  and  punctuallv  ob- 
served throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the 
Spanish  dominions,  shall  cause  this  to  be 
printed,  published,  and  circulated. 

AlonzoCanedo,  President. 
J.  Martinez,  7  o 
J.AsNAKEz.    j  Secretaries. 

To  the  Council  of  Regency. — Jan.  5, 1 8 11 , 

And  for  the  due  execution  and  fulfil- 
ment of  the  preceding  Decree,  the  Council 
of  Regency  orders  and  commands  all  the 
tribunals,  justices,  chief  goveraors,  and 
other  authorities,  as  well  civil  as  military 
or  ecclesiastical,  of  whatever  class  or  die- 
nity,  that  they  observe,  and  cause  to  be 
observed,  this  Decree  fulfilled  and  executed 
in  ail  its  parts. 

Joaquin  Blake,  President. 

Pedro  de  Agak. 

Gabriei  Ciscar. 
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S\yF.D^ii.— Declaration  relating  to  En'^land, 
Supplementary  to  the  Declaration  of  War. 

Sweden,  in  breaking  its  alliance  with 
England,  and  adopting  its  former  political 
relations  as  much  through  inclination  as 
recollection  of  events,  has  learned  to  un- 
derstand  by  her  own  experience  the  re- 
sults of  the  exclusive  system  which  she 
has   hitherto   pursued.  —  The   calamities 
which    she   has   suffered,   the   multiplied 
losses  which  she  has  experienced,  were 
the  inevitable  consequences  of  an  impolitic 
and  unequal  war  in  v/hich  she  engaged. 
Her  interest  and  wants  point  out  the  course 
she  ought  in  future   to  adopt. — Sweden, 
desiring  nothing  but  the  establishing  in 
peace  the  forces  that  she  still  possesses, 
may  hope  to  preserve  a  good  understand- 
in"    with  every     power,    without    being 
forced  to  make  such  war,  which  the  recent 
loss  of  a  third  part  of  her  territories  would 
Tender  still  more  bitter  — The  treaties  of 
peace  concluded  with  France,  Russia,  and 
Denmark,  who  have  adhered  to  the  Con- 
tinental system,   had,   it   is  true,  placed 
Sweden,     on     equal     terms    with    those 
powers;  but  these  treaties   did  not  insist 
on  her  entirely  abandoning  that  system 
of  neutrality  which   she  desired  to  main- 
tain.— Nevertheless,   Sweden    has   found 
herself  from  that  period  always  the  mark 
for  calumny,  which   has  perhaps  excited 
envy  and  hatred  against  her.      She   has 
been   accused    of  not  having   punctually 
fulfilled   the    engagements    which    good 
faith,  as  well  as  the  high  character  of  the 
King,  demanded.     All  the  abuses  which 
took  place  in  the  Baltic,  to  the  advantage 
of  English   commerce,  were   imputed  to 
her;  and  it  was  pretended,   Sweden,  by 
these  circumstances,  had  thrown    many 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  conclusi  -i  of 
a  general  peace. — His  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror of  the  French  and  King  of  Italy  had 
considered  it  his  duiy  to  make  some   ob- 
servations  to  the  King,  to  do  away  all 
doubts  which  remained  ior  resolving  upon 
the  true   rebti^^u  which  ought  to  subsist 
between  Sweuc.i  and  Great  Britain. — The 
I^ng,  who,  under  these  circumstances,  has 
before  his  eyes  but  the  sentiments  of  con- 
sideration and  attachment  which  he  has 
TOwed  to  his  Imperial  Majesty,  and  who 
even  acknowledges  that  some  actions  rela- 
tive to  commercial  engagements  may  have 
given  some  reason  for  well-founded  com- 


plaints, convinced  that  it  ishis  duty  to  de- 
clare, that  the  accumulated  accusations 
against  Sweden  are  false,  has  resolved  to 
give  new  guarantees  of  his  intentions,  and 
of  the  fundamental  principles  upon  which 
he  will  act  for  the  future.  His  Majesty 
has  in  consequence  declaped  war  against 
England,  and  has  ordered  an  immediate 
sequestration  to  be  laid  on  all  English 
ships,  wliich  contrary  to  appearances  may 
be  found  in  the  ■  ports  of  Sweden,  in  order 
to  do  away  every  accusation  of  having  a 
secret  understanding  with  England,  or  in- 
fidelity in  not  observing  the  importation 
of  colonial  products  upon  the  Continent. 
He  has  renewed  his  severe  decrees,  for- 
merly issued  against  introducing  into 
Sweden  goods  of  English  manufacture,  as 
well  as  colonial  produce,  ofwhatever  kind 
it  may  be,  without  regard  to  the  flag 
whicii  may  convey  it,  and  to  declare  that 
he  will  not  permit,  under  any  pretext,  the 
exportation  of  colonial  merchandize  or 
those  of  English  manufacture,  to  the  Con- 
tinent.— His  Majesty  will  give  the  neces- 
sary orders  for  making  the  strictest  in- 
quiries respecting  colonial  products,  or 
goods  of  English  manufacture,  which  have 
been  imported  into  Sweden,  no  matter 
under  what  flag,  since  the  24th  of  April 
last,  and  that  according  to  law  they  shall 
be  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  King.— 
The  King,  in  making  these  sacrifices,  of 
which  experience  will  manifest  the  impor- 
tance, has  always  proposed  not  only  to 
express  by  it  the  attachment  which  he  has 
promised  to  the  person  of  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  the  French,  but  also  to  satisfy 
the  desire  which  he  has  to  contribute  to 
the  success  of  the  Continental  system, 
which  has  latterly  had  for  its  object  a 
maritime  peace. — His  Majesty,  in  uniting 
his  efforts  to  those  of  the  other  Powers  of 
the  Continent,  to  accelerate  this  epoch, 
so  interesting  to  humanity,  will  justify  to 
his  subjects  the  cause?  of  the  considerable 
losses  which  circumstances  have  made 
them  s'lfl'er,  and  prove  to  all  Europe  that 
the  establishing  of  peace  upon  the  sea,  and 
restoring  commerce  to  its  natural  inde- 
pendence, has  never  depended  on  him. 
In  consetjuence  of  this,  tlie  formal  decla- 
ration of  war  against  England  shall  be 
published  in  our  periodical  papers,  and 
lie  most  strict  measures  adopted  to  seize 
and  confiscate  colonial  products,  or  goods 
of  English  manufacture. 
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"THEY  have  gDverned  Ireland  by  equitable  laws,  and  the  local  disturbances,  we  feel  confident, 
"will  be  suppressed  by  the  aid  of  thos-tt  laws,  willwut  hailing  recourse  lo  sevcrilij,  which  the  Oj-position 
*' seem  tj  n^coiiimeiid. — But  we  do  not  lielieve  that  the  party  wishinsr  for  a  separrition  from  Gr'-at 
'•■  Britain  is  ei/her  active  or  poicerful,  and  however  the  Opposition  mny  advertise  for  an  invasion  by  pub- 
*'  Hshmg  "  that  at  this  moment  there  are  not  6,000  regular  troops  in  Ireland,  nor  even  *2,000  of  regular 
'**' infantry,"  we  shoiJd  not  have  any  fears  for  Ireland  were  she  left  ivithiml  a  rcgimeu/.  In  the  first 
"  ptaee,  whilst  we  occupy  Buonaparte  in  Portugal  and  Spain,  and  whilst  we  force  him  to  convert  his 
"  troops  ill  Holland  and  Germany  into  Custom-house  Officers,  to  carry  on  war  against  English  merchan- 
"  dize,  we  are  doins-  more  to  proteit  Ireland  than  if  we  left  thousands  upon  thousands  in  the  k  ngdom. 
*•  In  the  nest  place"  we  will  n  .t  imitate  the  Opposition,  and  so  far  calumniate  the  Irish  people  as  to 
"  suppose  they  wish  for  or  would  favour  an  invasion.  No;  No,  A  French  army  with  the  lying:  inv  ta- 
*'  tioH  of  liberty  on  their  banners,  woul:l./t«rt  partizans  no  lunger.  The  French  revolution  and  the  modern 
*'  Hun  have  murdered  liberty ;  they,  have  destroyed  the  delusion  that  considered  France  tlie  upliolder  of 

"all  free  and  enlightened  principles;   the  time  of  danger  ii  gone  by." -Courier,  Venal  News-paper, 

S'thli'eb.  1309. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Ireland. — Look  at  the  motto,  English 
Reader!  Look  at  the  motto !  And  then 
say  to  what  a  pass  English  guUebilitj/  must 
hare  come,  before  a  nevvs-paptr  writer, 
who  is  interested  in  the  sale  of  his  work, 
would,  only  eleven  days  ago, have  publish- 
ed such  a  pa-ssage. The  6a.se«es.';  of  these 

venal  writt-rs  is  well  known  ;  but,  their 
self-interestedness  cannot  be  disputed,  and 
what  must  th^y people  be,  to  publish  such 
a  passage   amongst  whom  a  man  thought 

it  likelv  to  serve  his  interest? -These 

assertions,  relative  to  the  tranquil  state  of 
Ireland,  were  hardly  published ;  nay,  at 
the  very  moment  that  they  were  in  the 
press  in  England,  the  state  of  things  in 
Ireland  was  such,  that  the  Magistrates  were 
called  upon  by  the  government  to  put  in 
force,  or  act  upon  art  act  of  Parliament, 
passed  in  l7yS,  called  the  Convention 
Act  ;  according  to  which  act  it  is  a  high 
miademednour  in  any  part  of  the  people  to 
assemble  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  any 
persons  to  act  for  them  in  framing  petitions 
on*  oihei"  representations  for  the  producing 
of  any  change  in  any  thing  established  by 
law.  But,  it  will  be  best  to  give  the  act 
at  full  length,  and  then  there  can  be  no 
charge  of  a  misrepresentation  uf  it*.     So, 

*  K.  G.  m.  A.  33.  c.  29.— An  Act  to 
prevent  the  Election  or  Appointment  of  Unlaw- 
ful Assemblies,  under  pretence  of  preparing  or 
presenting  Public  Petitions  or  other  Addresses 
to  his  M ijesty  or  the  Parliament. — Whej-eas 
the  election  or  appointment  of  Assemblies 
purporting  to  represent  the  People,  or  any 
description  or  number  of  the  People  of  this 


[lis 

you  see,  this  Act  is  not  so  to  be  construed 
as  id  prevent  or  itnpede  the  undoubted  right  of 
the  people  to  petition  the  King  and  the 
Parliament.  Oh,  dear,  no  !  It  is  not  to 
take  away  the  inestimable  right  of  humbly 
praying.  It  is  only  lo  prevent  the  people 
from  holding  meetings,  from  assembling  to- 
gether to  consult  as  to  t!ie  choosing  of  the 
persons  whom  tliey  may  dtem  most  pro- 
per for  aiding  them  in  collecting  the  sense 
of  other  parts  of  the  people,  in  order  to 

give  effect  to  their  petitions. It  is  very 

well  known,  that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland' 
are  now  preparing  a  petition  to  Parliament 
for  the  removal  of  what  they  have  long 
deemed  weighty  grievances ;  it  is  also 
well  known,  that  they  have  held  many 
mr^etiiigs  for  this  purpose  in  Dublin,  at 
which  meeting  delegnics  from  the  several 
parts  of  the  conntry  attended  ;  and,  it  is 
very  clear,  that,  if  this  law  (passed  in, 
1793),  this  law,  passed  under  the  auspices 
of  the  "  great  statesman  now  no  more  ;"  it 
is  very  clear,  that,  if  this  law  be  enforced, 
there  can  be  no  more  such  meetings;  that 
the  whole  thing  is  broken  up,  and  put  an 

end  to. Now  we  come  to  the  fact  of  what 

has  been  done.— — The  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  ordered  a  Circular  Letter  to  be 
sent -to  the  Magistrates,  signed  by  W. 
Wellesley  Pole  (at>rothev  of  the  other 


realm,  tinder  pretence  of  preparing  or  pre- 
senting Petitions,  Complaints,Remonstran- 
ces  ^nd  Declarations,  and  other  Addresses 
to  the  King,  or  to  both  or  either  Houses  of 
Parliament,  for  alteration  of  matters  estab- 
lished by  law,  orredress  of  alledged  griev- 
ances in  Church  and  State,  may  be  made 
use  of  to  serve  the  ends  of  factious  and  sa- 
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Wellesleys),  his  Chief  Secretary,  dated 
Dublin  Castle,  \'2  Feb.  isil,  of  which 
letter  the  following  has  been  published  as 

a  copy "  Sir, — It  being  reported  that 

"  the  Roman  Catholics  in  the  county  of 
"  arc  to  be  called  together,  or  have 

"  been  called  together^  to  nominate  or  ap- 
"  point  Persons  as  Representatives,  Dele- 
"  gates,  or  Managers,  to  act  in  their  be- 
"  half  as  members  of  an  unlawful  as- 
"  sembly,  sitting  in  Dublin,  and  calling 
"itself the  Catholic  Committee,  you  are 
••  required,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions 
"  of  an  Act  of  the  Thirty-third  of  the 
"  King,  chap.  29,  to  cause  to  be  arrested,  and 
*' io  commit  to  prison  (unless  bail  shall  be 
"  given)  all  persons  within  your  juris- 
"  diction,  who  shall  be  guilty  of  giving, 
"  or  having  given,  or  of  publishing,  or 
"  having  published,  or  of  causing,  rir 
"  having  caused  to  be  given  or  published, 
"  any  written  or  other  riotice  of  the  election 
"  and  appointment,  in  any  manner,  of  such 
'*  representative,    delegate,    or   7nanager,    as 

ditious  persons,  to  the  violation  of  the  pub- 
lic peace,  and  the  great  and  manifest  en- 
couragement of  riot,  tumult,  and  disorder  ; 
be  it  declared  and  enacted  by  the  King's 
most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral, and  Commons  in  Parliament  as- 
sembled, and  by  the  authority  of  the  same  ; 
That  all  Assemblies,  Committees,  or  other 
Bodies  of  persons  elected,  or  in  any  other 
manner  constituted  or  appointed  to  repre- 
sent, or  assuming  or  exercising  a  right  or 
authority  to  represent  the  people  of  this 
realm,  or  any  number  or  description  of  the 
people  of  the  same  ;  or  the  people  of  any 
province,  county,  city,  town,  or  other 
district  within  the  same,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  petitioning  for,  or  in  any  other 
manner  procuring  an  alteration  of  matters 
established  by  Law,  in  Church  or  State, 
save  and  except  the  Knights,Citizens,  and 
Burgesses,  elected  to  serve  in  the  Parlia- 
ment thereof,  and  save  and  except  the 
Houses  of  Convocation,  duly  summoned  by 
the  King'.s  writ,  are  unlawful  Assenxblies  ; 
and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any 
Mayor,  Sheriff',  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or 
other  Peace  Officer  ;  and  they  are  hereby 
respectively  authorised  and  required  with- 
in his  and  their  respective  jurisdictions,  to 
disperse  all  such  unlawful  Assemblies;  and 
if  resisted,  to  enter  into  the  same,  and  to 
apprehend  all  persons  offending  in  that 
behalf.— II.  And  be  it  further  enacted, 
Thatifapy  person  sUall  give  or  publish. 


"  aforesaid ;  or  of  attending,  voting,  or 
"  acting,  or  of  having  attended,  voted,  or 
"  acted  in  any  manner,  in  the  choice  or 
"  appointment  of  such  representative,  de- 
"  legate,  or  manager.  And  you  are  to 
"  communicate  these  directions,  as  far  as 
"  lies  in  your  power,  forthwith,  to  the  se- 
"  veral  Magistrates  of  the  said  county  of 
"  N.  B.  Sheriffs  are  to  act  under 

"  the  warrant  of  Magistrates,  in  cases 
"  where  the  crime  has  been  committed. — ■ 
"  By   command   of  his  Grace   the   Lord 

"  Lieutenant." Such  is  the  instrument, 

which  has  attracted  so  much  attention. 
How  well  its  tone  agrees  with  the  asser- 
tion taken  for  my  motto  !  What  an  infamy 
is  it,  that  such  imposture  should  exist  as 
that  carried  on  by  the  venal  author  of  that 
niotto !  What  an  infamy  to  the  English 
nation,  who  really  seem  to  desire  to  be  de- 
ceived with  regard  to  Ireland  3  but,  \yhose 
silly  and  base  desire  will  be  frustrated  in 
spite  of  themselves ;  for  hear  and  see  and 
feel  the  truth  they  must.  They  may  hid* 
their   heads  in  their  hoods  and  cloaks  as 

or  cause  or  procure  to  be  given,  or  pub- 
lished, any  written  or  other  notice  of  Elec- 
tion to  be  holden,  or  of  any  manner  of  ap- 
pointment of  any  person  or  persons  to  be 
the  Representative  or  Representatives, 
Delegate  or  Delegates,  or  to  act  by  any 
other  name  or  description  whatever,  as 
Representative  or  Representatives,  Dele- 
gate or  Delegates  of  the  Inhabitants,  or  of 
any  description  of  the  Inhabitants  of  any 
province,  county,  town,  or  other  district 
within  this  kingdom,  at  any  such  Assem- 
bly ;  or  if  any  person  shall  attend  and  vot« 
at  such  Election  or  Appointment,  <jr  bv 
any  other  means  voie  or  act  in  the  choicu 
or  appointment  of  such  Representatives  or 
Delegates,  or  other  peVsons  to  act  as  such  ^ 
any  person  who  shall  be  guilty  of  any  of 
the  said  oifencea  respectively ,  being  thereof 
convicted  by  due  course  ot"  law,  shall  he 
deemed  guilly  ofan  high  misdemeanour.— - 
in.  Provided  always.  That  nothing  hereiri 
contained  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to 
extend  to,  or  affect  Elect  ions  to  be  made  by 
Bodies  Corporate,  according  to  the  char- 
ters and  usage  of  such  Bodies  Corporate 
respectively. — IV.  Provided  also.  That 
nothing  herein  contained  .shall  be  con- 
strued in  any  manner,  to  prevent  or  im* 
pede  the  undoubted  right  of  his  Majesty's 
sul)j(;cts  of  this  realm  to  petition  his  Ma- 
jesty or  both  Houses,  or  either  House  of 
Parliament,  for  redress  of  any  public  on? 
pvivat?  grievance. 
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long  as  they  will ;  they  may,  as  long  as  ' 
they  please,  pay  impostors  to   sooth  their 
cowardlv  fears,  but  all  will  not  do.     Ire- 
land !   Ireland  !  Ireland  I  will,  maugre  all 
their  miserable  devices,  present  herself  to 
them  in   her  true  and  formidable  shape. 
It  is  well  worth  our  while  to  take  a 
look  at,  and  to  put  upon  record,  the   rea- 
sons given,  by  the  venal  writers  in  Dublin, 
forthe  Circular,  issued  from  the  Castleupon 
this  occasion.  ♦'  This  measure,"  says  one  of 
those  venal  men,  "  has  not  been  resorted 
"  to  Until  the  utmoit  necessity  existed  for  its 
*'  adoption ;  and  until  it  was  called  for  by 
"  every  loyal  man  in  Ireland,  of  every  re- 
"  ligious  persuasion,  interested  in  the  peace 
"  and  preservation  of  the    country.     The 
"forbearance  and  lenity  of  the  Irish  Govern- 
"  raent  have  been  tried  to  the  utmost,  and 
"  in  the  spirit  that  has  all    along  actuated 
*'  their  conduct,  of  abstaining  from  strong 
"  measures,  until  the  last  extremity,  they 
"  Ijave  hitherto  refrained   from  enforcing 
"  the  Convention  Bill ;  but   the   violent, 
"intemperate,   and  mischievous   conduct 
"  of  the  leading  Members  of  the  Roman 
"  Catholic  Committee,  and  the  measures 
"  which  they  had  in  contemplation,  have 
"  compelled  the  Government  to  put  the 
"  Convention    Bill    in    force."— -—Now, 
reader,  compare  this  with  the  assertions 
contained  in  my  motto.     Look  on  this  and 
on  that  description  of  Ireland. It  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  say,  whether  there  was 
a  necessity  for  the  measure,  even  accord- 
ing to  the  notions  which  this  writer  seems 
to  entertain.     It  might,  by  persons  dis- 
posed  to  reason   abstractedly,  become  a 
question,   whether,   in   any  case,  such  a 
measure  ought  to  be  adopted  ;  because  it 
might  be  contended,   that  the  system  to 
support  which  such  a  measure  was  neces- 
sary   ought  not  to   be   suffered   to  exist. 

1  shall  not  take  the  matter  in   this 

light,  but  shall  consider  the  measure  as 
having  been  adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
"  preserving  the  country,"  as  i't  is  here  said 

to   have   been. That   Ireland   is,   and 

long  has  been,  in  a  very  ticklish  state, 
I  know  as  well  as  most  other  people.  The 
news-papers  from  that  country  contain 
abundant  proofs  of  it,  one  of  which  I  can- 
itot  retrain  from  citing  here,  just  as  I  find 

it  quoted  into  the  London  daily  papers. 

"  Clonmel,  Monday,  8  a.  m. — Yesterday 
"  evening,  at  five  o'clock,  the  Right  Hon. 
"  the  Chief  Baron,  accompanied  by  the 
"  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Serjeant  Moore, 
"  &c.  and  escorted  by  the  Sheriff,  Bailiffs, 
**  &c,   and  a  troop  of  THE  GERMAN 


"  LEGION,  arrived   in  this  town."     A 
Judge,  upon  the  circuit,  entering  an  As- 
size-Town, under  escort  of  a  troop  of  dra- 
f^oons  of  any  kind  is  a  fact  that  speaks   a 
language  not  to  he  misunderstood.     It  speaks 
volumes.     It   gives    the    reader,   at   one 
glance,  a  complete  idea  of  the  state  of  the 
country.     Therefore,  I  do  not  pretend  to 
assert,  that  the  enforcement  of  the  Conven- 
tion Act  is  not  necessary  to  *'  preserve  the 
country,"  or,   more  strictly  speaking,  the 
present  system  of  rule ;  but,  if  it  be  neces- 
sary for  that  purpose,  how  shamefully  have 
the  people  of  England  been  deceived  ;  how 
grossly  have  they  been  cheated  by  these 
venal  and  corrupt  writers !  To  the  very  last 
moment,  were  we  told;  that  Ireland  never 
was  more  peaceable  and  happy  ;  and,  as 
will   be    seen   in   the  motto,  we  were  de- 
sired to  believe,  that  the  season  of  danger 
was  over,  that  the  day  tvas  passed  for  the 
French  to  deceive  and  seduce  the  people 
of  Ireland  ;  yet,  while  we  are  told  this  in 
England;  at  the  very  moment  that  we  are 
told  this  by  our   venal  writers,  the  venal 
writers  in  Ireland  are  telling  the  people 
there,  that  strong  measures  are   become 
absolutely    necessary    to     "  preserve    the 
"  country,"    by   which  must  hn  meant, 
that   the    country   is  in  danger  of  being 
given  up  by  the  persons  aimed  at  in  these 
strong  measures;  and,  in  that  ease,  these 
persons  cannot   be   supposed,  to  he  few  in 

number. The  venal  author  of  my  motto 

calls  Napoleon  "  the  Hun  ;"  that  is  to 
say,  the  imitator  of  the  ancient  Northern 
Chief,  who  over-ran  a  great  part  of  Europe; 
and  he  tells  us,  that  the  Hun  has  "  jnur- 
*'  dered  liberty,"  for  which  reason  it  would 
be  out  of  his  power  to  deceive  the  people 
of  Ireland  by  any  of  his  invitations  to  re- 
volt against  their  government;  adding, 
that  no  people  can  now  be  deceived  by  such 

invitations. —Very  true.     Nobody  is  so 

deceived,  can  be  so  deceived,  and,  give  me 
leave  to  think,  that  no  people  ever  have 
been  so  deceived.  I  do  not  believe,  that 
the  people  of  any  of  the  countries  sub- 
dued, or,  rather,  entered  and  taken  pos- 
session of,  by  France,  have  ever  been  de- 
ceived by  any  promises  of  the  French.  The 
French  have  got  possession,  not  in  conse- 
quence of  the  ^ood  which  they  were  ex- 
pected to  bring,  but  in  consequence  of  the 
civ7  which  the  people  hoped  they  would  put 
an  end  to.  It  is  not  love  of  the  French 
that  has  smoothed  the  way  for  them,  but 
haired  of  those  whose  power  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  French  would  naturally  put  an 
end  to.  The  inroads  of  the  French  have 
Q  2 
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been  favoured  much  more  by  a  spirit  of 

nveni^e  than   hy    a  love  of  liberty. The 

venal  writer  of  the  Coumer  is,  therefore, 
deceived,  or  he  wishes  to  deceive  his 
rearicis,  when  he  tells  them,  that  the  Irish 
would  not  listen  to  "  the  Ht'N,"  because 
the  Hun  hat  jr.urdered  liberty.  This  is  false 
reasoning  ;  it  leaves  out  the  ingredient  of 
revenge,  the  most  powerful  of  the  whole 
mass  of  those  motives,  which  have  operated 
in  favour  of  the  projects  and  conquests  of 
France. B>it,  it  seems,  that  the  go- 
vern loeni  docs  view  the  matler  in  a  light 
very  differs nt  from  that  in  which  it  is 
viewed  by  the  Courier;  or,  else,  where 
is  the  justification  for  this  measure  of 
which  we  are  speaking  ?  If  there  be  no 
danger ;  if  the  day  of  danger  be  v,one  by  ; 
if  "  the  Hun"  is  sure  to  find  no  adherents 
in  Ireland  (though  by  the  by,  he  has  very 
recently  found  some  in  Sweden),  why 
adopt  this  measure?  And,  if  there  be 
danger  i  if  ihe  day  of  danger  be  not  gone 
by;  if  it  be  necessary  to  adopt  strong 
me;isures  for  "  preserving  the  country,^' 
it  is,  1  think,  too  much  for  even  this  venal 
man  to  deny,  that  Ireland  is  an  object 
which   demands    our  serious  and  anxious 

attention. -This  invites  us  to  view  the 

matter  in  another  light. LaA-ing  aside 

all  considerations  as  to  what  ought,  or 
ought  not.  to  be  done  for  the  Catholics, 
whf),  be  it  borne  in  mind,  compose  about 
tkreefouiths  of  the  people  of  Ireland;  lay- 
ing aside  all  considerations  of  this  sort,  it, 
surely,  behoves  us  to  consider  how  tueour- 
telvei  may  he  atFccted  by  what  is  now 
passing  in  Ireland.  That  it  would  be 
difficult  for  Napoleon  to  land  any  consi- 
derable body  of  troops  in  Ireland  there 
can  be  no  doubt.  I  would  fain  Aope  the 
thing  to  be  impossible;  but,  for  hope  I 
must  have  some  foundation,  and  here  I 
have  none  ;  because,  I  have  seen  French 
troops,  during  war,  make  a  landing  in 
Ireland,  and  I  look  back  with  fearful  fore- 
bodings for  the  future,  to  the  effect  pro- 
duced by  the  landing  of  less  than  one  thou- 
sand mcv. Well,  then,  with  this  expe- 
rience before  us,  should  we  not  be  exces- 
sively stupid,  or,  which  is  worse,  guilty  of 
criminal  cowardice,  if  we  were  to  rely,  or 
affect  to  rely,  upon  it  as  being  impossible 
for  Napoleon  to  land  a  body  of  troops,  and 
even  a  considerable  army  in  Ireland? 
"  Aye,  but  bis  friends  there  are  so  few  and 
"  so  contemptihle."  Indeed  ?  Why,  then, 
if  that  be  the  case,  are  the  strong  measures 
resorted  to  ?  But,  this  will  not  do,  for  the 
T«nal  themselves  declare,  that  these  mear 


sures  are  absolutely  iiccessary  to  "preserve 
"  the  country."  Preserve  it  ngainst  whom  ? 
Against  vchom  is  the  country  to  be  pre- 
served ?  Against  a  few  contemptible  per- 
sons? Against  men  who  have  no  power 
to  do  any  thing  of  importance  ?  It  is  a 
pretty  story  indeed  to  tell  us,  that  strong 
measures  are  necessary  to  "  preserve  the 
"  country"  against  men  who  have  no 
power  to  do  the  country  any  harm. 
What  ought,  rn  my  opinion,  to  be  done 
for  the  people  of  Ireland,  I  have  before 
pointed  out ;  and,  if  I  am  told,  that  I  am 
a  fool,  and  know  nothing  at  all  of  the 
matter,  I  answer,  that  my  scheme  has  not 
been  tried.  The  ministers,  and  particu- 
larly the  advocates  of  "  tht great  statesman 
"  now  no  more,"  will  tell  me,  that  they 
are  the  best  judges  of  v.hat  ought  to  be 
done,  in  order  to  preserve  Ireland,  and,  of 
course  England,  against  the  machinations 
and  power  of  Fi  ance  ;  and  that  what  they 
do,  and  have  done,  is  all  right,  all  that 
can  be  done,  all  that  consummate  wisdom 
joined  to  consummate  integrity  can  possi- 
bly suggest.  Well,  but  if  this  be  the  case, 
how  fearful  is  our  situation  ?  For,  it  is 
now  acknowledged  that  the  state  of  Ire- 
land is  such  as  to  demand  strong  measures 
"to  preserve  the  country ;"  and,  if  every 
thing  has  been  done  that  possibly  can  be 
done  for  the  avoiding  of  this  extremity, 
what,  I  again  ask,  is  the  state  to  which 
we  are  reduced  ?  If  consummate  wisdom 
and  integrity  have  nothing  left  but  strong 
measures  for  the  " preservation  of  the  coun- 
"  try,"  is  it  not  shameful,  is  it  not  insult- 
ing to  the  last  degree,  to  tell  us,  that  "  the 
"  daj'  of  danger  is  gone  by,"  and  that  "  th© 
"  Hun"  will  find  nobody  any  where,  and 
especially  in  Ireland,  to  listen  to  his  invi- 
tations to  revolt  ?— — It  is  very  curious  to 
observe  the  itvist  which  the  venal  writers 
have  taken  upon  the  adoption  of  this  mea- 
sure in  Ireland.— —It  v^as  amusing  to 
watch  for  what  the  Courier  would  say 
upon  it.  On  Monday  last,  just  nine  days 
after  he  had  published  the  article,  from 
which  my  motto  is  taken,  he,  after  having 
chewed  the  cudj  of  imposture  for  a  few 

days,  opens  himself  thus: *'  The  mea- 

"  sure  to  which  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
"  have  had  recourse  in  Ireland  ;  the  exe- 
"  cuting  the  provisions  of  the  Convention 
"  Act  (for  it  is  not,  as  has  been  stated,  a 
"  revival  of  the  Act,  the  Act  having  al- 
"  ways  been  in  force)  seems  to  have  been 
"forced  upon  them  by  the  Opposition,  Their 
"uniform  attempt  has  b«en  to  persuade 
"  Ireland  that  she  hus  been  ptirpouly  insuhed 
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'<  and  oppressed ;  That  there  was  a  systema- 
*'  /z'c  />/««  to  enslave  her.  Language  was 
"■  used  for  the  purpose  of  goading,  and 
*'  inflaming  her;  and  was  accompanied 
''  by  a  manifesto  fidveriisin<^  for  an  invasion 
"  by  the  enemy,  and  for  an  insurrection  to 
"  meet  it.  It  was  publicly  staled  that  the 
*'  military  force  was  small;  and  more 
"  than  one  hint  was  dropped  that  now 
"  was  the  time   for  prompt  and  efficacious 

"  measures," This    reiers    to    a    very 

excellent  article  in  tlie  Morning  Chroni- 
cle, pointing  out  the  dangers  to  which  Ire- 
land was  exposed,  and  beseeching  the  mi- 
nisters to  adopt  speedily  measures  for  put- 
ting an  end  to  those  dangers  by  the  means 
of  conciliation.  And  this  is  here  termed, 
advertising  for  an  invasion,  and  also  for  an 
insurrection  to  meet  it !  Impudent  and  ve- 
nal varlet!  So,  if  any  man  point  out  what 
appears  t<>  him  to  be  ground  of  apprehen- 
sion^ and  calls  upon  the  ministers  to  adopt 
what  appear  to  him  to  be  the  proper  means 
of  prevention,  he  is  to  be  accused  of  sedi 
eious  and  treasonable  designs.  This  is  not, 
however,  the  first  time  that  this  detestable 
doctrine  has  been  promulgated,  even  from 

some  authority. Observe,  too,  that  the 

Opposition;  that  is  to  say,  all  those  who 
do  not  approve  of  the  minister's  measures; 
that  is  to  say,  all  those  who  do  not  vote 
for  him ;  that  is  to  say,  about  one  half  of 
the  members  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament; 
all  these  persons  are,  thus,  in  a  lump,  ac- 
cused of  entertaining  wishes  to  see  Ireland 
invaded,  and  to  see  an  insurrection  of  the 
people  ready  to  meet  and  to  fivour  it. 
And  yet,  this  man  does  not  scruple  to  call 

upon  the  people  for  unanimity. Taik  of 

advertising,  indeed  !  What  does  he  adver- 
tise ?  What  does  he  "  hint  to  the  enemy  r" 
He  tells  the  enemy  in  so  many  words,  that 
all  those  who  do  not  approve  of  the  pre- 
sent minister's  system  and  measures,  wish 
lo  see  an  invasion  and  are  ready  to  favour 
it.  What  would  be  said  and  done  to  me, 
or  to  any  one  else,  if  we  were  to  state,  that 
nearly  one  half  of  the  members  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  anxiou.-^ly  wished 
the  enemy  to  come  and  to  conquer  the 
country  ?  I  beg  the  reader  (o  b>'ar  this  in 
mind,  and  to  reflect  a  little  upon  this  mode 

of  "  preserving  the  country." But,  all 

this  aside,  what  a  foolish,  what  a  beastly, 
idea  is  it,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  are  to 
be  "persuaded  that  there  is  a  settled  sys- 
"  tern  for  insulting  and  oppressing  and  en- 
"  slaving  them  !"  Just  as  if  men  were  to 
be  persuaded  to  believe  themselves  in 
any  state  in  which  they  are  not.     This 


writer  may  as  easily  make  us  believe, 
that  it  is  possible  to  persuade  a  man 
that  he  is  hungry,  when  his  belly  is  lull, 
that  he  has  been  broom-sticked  or  fl()gfj;ed 
when  his  body  has  been  untouched,  that 
he  has  been  imprisoned,  gagged,  exiled 
and  hanged,  when  he  has,  all  the  while, 
been  living  at  home,  enjoying  himself 
under  his  own  vine  and  fig-tree  with  no' 
one  to  make  him  afraid,  i'ersuade!  Why> 
how  are  yoa  to  persuade  a  people  lo  be- 
lieve that  they   are  suffering  that   which 

they  do  not  feel? Base  and  detestable 

as  this  is,  however,  it  h-.'s  not  the  merit  of 
novelty.  It  is  a  mere  slavish  repetition  of 
what  was  said,  upon  all  occasions,  by 
writers  of  this  description,  during  the  last^ 
war,  while  "  the  great  statesman  now  no 
"  more"  was  in  power.  It  succeeded  ;  it 
was  one  of  the  means  by  which  the  .Taco- 
bins  and  Levellers  were  kept  down.  It 
succeeded;  but,  again  I  ask,  what  has  been 
the  Jruit  of  that  success  ?  Are  we  any 
safer  than  we  were  in  1792  .^  What  could 
the  Jacobins  and  Levellers  have  done,  if 
they  had  not  hen  kept  down,  to  make  our 
situation  more  perilous  than  it  now  is  ? 
What  could  they  have  done,  which  woold 
have  put  more  power  into  the  hands  of 
France?  What  measures  couU!  they,  with 
all  their  Corre'^ponJuig  Societies  and  Con- 
ventions and  Retoruis  ;  what  could  they 
have  done  that  would  have  sooner  and  more 
effectually  have  overturned  the  "  regular 
"  governments"  of  Europf-  ?  What  could 
they  have  done  that  would  have  brought 
this  country  into  a  state  more  "  unsatis- 
"  factory"  than  that  of  being  obliged  to 
make  war  for  bare  existence  ;  and  of  ac- 
knowledging, by  the  mouth  of  the  minis- 
ter, that  we  have  it  not  in  our  power  to 
make  peace  with  security;  that  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war  depends  w^holly  upon 
the  enemy  and  not  upon  us?  What  tould 
thev  have  done  that  should  have  produced 
as  to  the  Bunk  and  to  Trade  wor-^e  effects 
than  have  been  produced  without  any  of 
their  doings  ?  The  success  against  them 
was  pretty  complete  ;  but,  the  worst  of  it 
is,  it  has  not  been  attended  with  success 
against  the  enemy.  And,  the  Courier 
may,  perhaps,  now  succeed  in  its  abomina- 
ble attacks  upon  the  Morning  Chronicle; 
but  what  will  that  avail?  it  wilt  not 
make  the  situation  of  Ireland  less  danger- 
ous ;  no,  and  it  will  not  retard  the  hour 
of  invasion  ;  but,  it  may  hasten  it,  and, 
realty,  1  do  not  know  afiy  thing  mure  ne- 
farious than  these  att«^mpts  to  blacken  the 
characters  of  political  adversaries  at  th« 
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manifest  risk,  and  with  almost  a  certainty, 
of  adding  to  tho  dangers  of  the  countr}'. 
— — I  see,  that  this  strong  measure  in  Ire- 
land has  been  taken  up  in  parliament  by 
Lord  IMoiu.v  and  Lord  Holland,  and  tliat 
the  minii.tcis  have  disavowed  any  partici- 
pation in  tho  orders,  but  have  avowed  their 
conviction  of  the  necessity  of  the  measure. 

• The  turn  attempted   to  be  given  to 

the  affair  is,  that  it  is  merely  the  enforcing 
of  an  existing  law,  and  that  it  is  nothing 
more  than  the  execution  of  any  other  ivell- 

known  law. How  candid  this  statement 

is  all  the  world  will  easily  see.  It  is  too 
plain  for  remark  ;  and,  all  we  have  now 
to  do  is  to  look  quietly  on,  and   see  how 

the  thing  works All  that  I  shall  add 

is,  that  it  appears,  that  His  Royal  High- 
ness, the  Regent,  has  not  had  any  thing  to 
do  xvith  the  measure  in  question,  as,  indeed, 
he  could  not,  seeing  that  the  ministers 
say,  that  it  was  adopted  without  their 
knowledge.  This  is  very  material ;  for  it 
might  be  productive  of  the  most  serious 
and  fatal  consequences,  if  the  people  of 
Ireland  thought,  that  such  a  measure  took 
place  as  the  first  act  of  his  Royal  High- 
ness towards  them. 

The  Press. Of  the  state  in  which 

the  press  now  is  nothing  need  be  said. 
That  state  is  very  well  known  to  the  pub- 
lic. The  history  of  the  last  three  years 
will  be  memorable  on  many  accounts  ; 
but  on  no  account  so  much  as  on  account 

o(  the  press. Lord  Holland,  on  Friday 

last,  gave  notice  of  a  motion  upon  the 
subject.  "  He  stated  his  intention  to  make 
"  a  motion  at  an  early  period  of  the  present 
"  Sessions  for  an  account  of  the  number  of 
"  inforinatioKs  filed  ex  officio  by  the  At- 
"  torney  General.  The  Bill  biought  in 
"  recently  by  the  Attorney  General,  and 
"  passed  into  an  act,  which  his  Lordship 
"  had  unsuccessfully  opposed,  had  given 
"  to  such  informations  consequences  which 
'•'didnot  before  belong  to  them  by  the 
"  law.     His  Lordship  took  this  early  op- 

"  porlunity  of  giving   his  notice." In 

the  House  of  Commons,  on  Monday  last. 
Lord  Viscount  Folkestone,  afterstating, 
that  he  had,  for  several  days,  waited  in 
•  vain  to  see  the'  Attorney  General  in  his 
place,  gave  a  notice  to  the  same  effect  ; 
and  this  impwrtant  subject  will  now,  let 
us  hope,  meet  with  a  full  and  fair  discus- 
sion.  TheMoKNiNG  Chronicle,  in  ob- 
serving on   the  notice  of  Lord   Holland, 

says: "  Lord  Holland's  notice,  given 

♦'  yi   the  House  of  Peers  on  Friday  last. 


"  respecting  an  inquiry  into  EX  OFFICIO 
"  prosecutions  for  libels,  will  be  read  with 
"  peculiar  pleasure  by  every  man  in  the 
"  country  not  vitiated  in  his  nature 
"  by  the  profits  of  coiruption.  We  are 
"  glad  to  have  occasion  to  relate  achieve- 
"  ments  by  our  navy,  and  victories  by 
"  our  armies  abroad  ;  but  their  effects  arie 
"  not  to  be  estimated  half  so  high  as  a 
"  victory  obtained  over  the  depravity 
"  and  extravagance  at  home,  which  waste- 
"  folly  and  wickedly  consume  the  profits 
"  of  the  industry  and  the  fruits  of  the  in- 
"  tellect  of  the  best  portion  of  the  inha- 
"  bitants  of  the  Empire.  A  battle  gained, 
"  however  glorious  to  our  arms  and  ho- 
"  nourable  to  our  reputation,  for  indivi- 
"  dual  courage,  dues  but  prolong  for  a 
"  short  time  the  existence  of  an  injured 
"  and  declining  constitution  ;  but  a  con- 
"  quest  over  that  perversion  of  principle 
"  which  so  universally  prevails  in  the 
"  State,  would  give  it  immortality.^' — — 
Most  cordially  do  I  subscribe  to  these  sen- 
timents, which  are,  at  last,  becoming  as 
general  as  the  air,  and  which  must  lead  to 
great  good,  if  any  thing  can  now  bring  us 

good. Yes,  for  what   indeed,  are  the 

wars  and  expeditions  compared  to  this  ? 
What  do  we  fight/or?  What  is  the  rational 
object  of  military  and  naval  struggles? 
OUR  LIBERTIES  ;  and,  shall  we,  then, 
think  little  of  those  liberties  themselves  ? 
Shall  we  think  so  much  of  the  ineans,  and 
yet  forget  the  cndF  Shall  we  busy  our 
minds,  shall  we  fill  ourselves  with  care 
and  anxiety  about  the  keeping  out  of  the 
foe  who  we  fear  would  destroy  our  free- 
dom ;  and,  shall  we,  at  the  same  time,  be 
so  stupid  and  so  base,  as  to  think  nothing 

about  that  freedom  itself? The  people 

of  England,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  know 
little  more  about  INFORMATIONS  EX 
OFFICIO  than  they  do  of  what  is  passing 
in  Russia,  Turkey, or  Algiers.  They  know 
the  naj.'ie  of  the  thing  ;  but  of  the  thing  it- 
self they  know  nothing  at  all. Those 

who  have  read  Magna  Charta  find  nothing 
there  about  INFORMATIONS  EX  OF- 
FICIO. Ex  Officio  are  two  Latin  words, 
and  in  this  respect,  amongst  many  others, 
the  "  Learned  Languages"  as  they  are 
called,  is  found  to  be  of  great  service. 
These  two  words  mean  By  Office,  or,  per- 
haps, more  fully,  by  privilege,  or  in  virtue,  cf 

office. So  that,  aa  Information  Ex  Officio 

is  an  Information  laid  l)y  tlie  Attorney 
General  in  viitiie,  or   by  the  privilege,  of 

his  Office. Aye,  but   what  is  an  itijor'- 

mation  ?— . — It  requires  a  little  explanation. 
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Wheli  any  man  has  committed  what  is 
caUed,  by  our  laws,  a  crime,  and  he  is  pro- 
secuted for  it,  there  must  be  an  accusation 
preferred  against  him,  and  this  accusation, 
when  drawn  up,  is  called  a  bill  of  INDICT- 
MENT, which  indictment,  before  the 
party  accused  can  be  put  upon  his  trial,  is 
presented  to  a  Grand  Jury,  who,  if  they 
see  no  cause  for  prosecution,  throw  out  the 
bill  of  indictment,  or,  if  they  see  cause  for 
prosecution,  find  the  hill,  as  it  is  called  ; 
that  is  to  say,  they  carry  it  into  the  Judge, 

and  tell  him,  that  it  is  a  inie  Bill. But, 

observe,  that,  before  they  can  find  the 
bill  true,  there  must  be  tvitnrsses  examined 
by  the  Grand  Jury  upon  oath,  the  Grand 
Jury  being  also  upon  their  oaths;  and 
thus,  in  this  case,  in  this  usual  course  of  the 
law  of  the  land,  every  accused  person 
has  the  double  security  of  oaths  taken 
by  those  who  judge  of  the  matter  al- 
ledged  against  him  and  also  by  the  wit- 
nesses to  the  facts  of  which  he  is  accused. 

An    INFORMATION     is    a    thing 

which  supplies  the  place  of  an  indictment; 
and,  in  all  cases  where  individuals  are  the 
parties,  they  must  be  moved  for  in  Court, 
affidavits,  or  depositions,  must  be  produced 
in  support  of  the  motion,  and  the  accused 
party  must  have  time  and  opportunity  to 
be  heard  by  himself,  or  counsel,  before  the 
Information  is  received  by  the  Judges, 
and,  of  course,  before  the  accused  parly 

can  be  put  upon  his  trial. Here  again, 

though  there  is  no  Grand  Jury  to  stand  be- 
tween the  accused  and  the  prosecutor,  there 
are  the  oaths  of  credible  witnesses,  and, 
which  is  of  full  as  much  importance  as  the 
oaths  of  witnesses,  there  is  a  hearing  of  the 
party  accused,  before  he  can  be  put  upon 
his  trial,  and  subjected  to  all  the  incon- 
venicncc  and  expence  of  a  trial,  v.hich  must 
always   be  heavy,  and,  sometimes,  enw- 

mous. But,  in  the  case  of  Informations 

Ex  Officio,  there  is  no  Grand  Jury,  no  toit- 
necses,  no  previous  hearing,  no  oaths,  no,  nor 
even  any  moiiun  to  the  Court. — —Here  the 
Al^oKNEY  General,  without  any  previous 
notice  whatever,  accuses  any  man  whom 
he  tiiinks  proper  to  accuse,  and  brings  him 
to  trial  in  consequence  of  an  Information, 
which  himself  lays  against  him.  All  that 
he  lias  to  do  is  to  make  out  his  InforTnation, 
put  it  upon  the  file,  or  list,  of  the  Court, 
and  to  send  the  accused  party  a  little  slip 
©f  paper,  called  a  Subpoena,  to  come  and 
answer  to  certain  charges  preferred  ag&inst 
Aj,„._-_This  is  an  INFORMATION  EX 

OFFICIO. Well,  the  party  comes  and 

goes  at  once  upon  his  trial;  and,  if  he  be 
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acquitted,  what  then  ?  Why,  he  has  good 
luck  ;  but  he  has  all  his  harrjss  of  mind, 
all  his  loss  of  time,  and  all  the  heavy  ex- 
pences  of  the  law  to  sustain  ;  for;  he  gets 
no  costs,  no,  nor  any  compensation  of  any 
sort. Suppose,  that,  after  laying  the  in- 
formation, the  Attorney  General  don  7iot 
choose  to  proceed  ?  Why  he  does  not  choose 
it,  that's  all.  Oh  !  I  had  like  to  have  for- 
gotten ;  the  party  has  to  sustain  all  his  ex- 
paices  of  preparation  for  trial.  The  At- 
torney General  is  not  compelled,    nor 

compellable,  to    bring  him    to  trial. 1 

need  say  no  more  fur  the  purpose  of  con- 
vincing the  reader  of  the  importance  ofthis 
subject,  and  to  show,  that,  while  it  is 
under  discu.ssion,  that  man  must  be  a  beast 
indeed,  who  looks  upon  any  other  subject 

as  worthy  of  his  attention. 1  have  here 

given  merely  the  oui-lines  of  this  famous 
thing  called  an  Information  Ex  Officio,  and 
without  any  attempt  or  wish  to  give  what 
I  say  a  particular  application  to  this  or 
any  other  time.  It  is  the  thing  itself,  the 
power  itself  that  I  wish  to  bring  under  the 
view  of  the  public.  There  are  many  cir- 
cumstances belonging  to  it  that  will  be 
noticed  another  time,  and  that  must  in- 
deed be  thought  worthy  of  all  the  atten- 
tion that  ever}'  man  is  able  to  command. 
But,  I  repeat,  that  the  man  must  be  a 
beast,  whose  mind  can  be  occupied  with 
what  is  going  on  in  Spain  and  Portugal, 
while  a  subject  like  this  is  presented  to  his 

atteiition. 1  rejoice,  with  the  Morning 

Chronicle,  that  the  matter  has  been  taken 
seriously  up  in  the  proper  place.  We 
shall  now  have  it  fully  before  us,  and  we 
shall  then  all  of  us  be  able  to  judge  of  it. 

1  have  only  one  wish  to  express,  and 

that  is,  that  the  two  Noble  Lords,  who 
have  given  the  notices  above-mentioned, 
will  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  diverted 
from  their  purpose.  All  I  vvish  to  see  is 
a  full  discussion  of  the  matter ;  a  full  dis- 
cussion.    Speaking  j5/flm{y  ;  speaking  o«<. 

Mr.  FiNNERTY. There  is,  I  hear,  a 

meeting  to  be  held  to-morrow  {JVedncsday, 
February  21),  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  in 
the  Strand,  when  the  case  of  this  gentle- 
man is  to  be  taken  into  consideration, 
and  where  Sir  Francis  Burdett  is  to  b© 

in    the  chair. So  full,   so    ample,    has 

been  the  report  of  the  Trial  in  this  case, 
such  complete  justice  has  been  dope  to  it 
by  the  reports,  that  it  would  be  useless  to 
add  any  thing  to  what  is  therein  contained. 

But,   as  an  erroneous  report  appears 

to  have  gone  forth  as  to  the  date  of  the 
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transactions  in  Ireland,  respecting  which 
.  Mr.  Finnekty's  affidavits  spoke,  1  will 
just  Slate,  that  I  understand,  that  the  most 
important  transactions  n)entioned  in  those 
affidavits  are  therein  stated  to  have  taken 
pla. e  in  May  and  June,  r79S..>— — It  is 
also  bare  justice  to  Mr.  Finnerty  to 
say  a  word  or  two  about  the  cause  of  his 
being  put  in  the  Pillory  in  Ireland,  a  cir- 
cumstance, which  was  brought  forward 
BY  THE  ATI  ORNEY  GENERAL  after 
Mr,  FiNNETiTY  had  no  longer  an  opportunity 
of  speaking— — He  was  put  in  the  Pillory 
inpunishmentof  A  LIBEL,  of  which,  what- 
ever might  be  its  nature,  he  was  not  the 
author,  but  merely  the  publisher. Be- 
sides, why  was  such  a  circumstance  to 
weigh  aj;ainst  him  ?  Did  not  John  Lil- 
BUUNE  stand  in  the  Pillory  for  a  libel;  that 
same  John  Lilburne,  who  stands  immor- 
talized as  pne  of  the  truest  fiends  of  free- 
dom that  ever  breathed,  and  who,  in  the 
words  of  Sir  John  Maynard,  had  "  the 
"  noblest  spirit  that  ever  warmed  an  Eng- 
lish breast?"  Nay,  was  there  not  a  man 
put  in  the  pillory,  ridden  backward  upon 
a  horse,  had  his  ears  cut  olJ,  fined,  and  im- 
prisoned ;  did  he  not  die  in  prison,  did 
not  his  family  starve;  and  for  what?  For  a 
libel  in  accusing  Zo/d  Chancellor  B'.con 
vf\lh  b I ibery  ?  And  was  not  that  samp  £«- 
conj  afterwards /;ropc(i  to  have  taken  bribe 
mpon  bribe,  and  to  be  so  vile  and  corrupt  a 
scoundrel  as  to  merit  being  sir ipped  of  his 

peerage  ? Being  put  in  the  Pillory  for 

libel,  therefore,  is  not  ground  whereon  to 
found  a  man's  condemnation. 

W".  COBBETT. 
State  Prison,  Newgate,  Tuesday, 
February  20,  1811. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

Prince  of  WAhns.-— Genuine  Copies  of  the 
Lt/ters  that  passed  betiveen  his  Royal  High- 
,  ness  the  Prince  Regent  and  Mr.  Perceval, 
on  the  Annunciation  of  his  Royal  Hiu,h' 
ness's  Diicrmination  to  retain  the  present 
Ministers  iii  his  Service. 

The  pKiNCt,  Regent's  Letter. 

Carlton-  Housf.,  February  4-,  1811. 
The  Prince  of  Wales  considers  the  mo- 
mem  to  be  arrived,  which  calls  for  his  de- 
cision wjih  ri^rpeci  to  the  persons  to  be 
employed  by  hinj.  in  the  admimsirationof 
the  Fxecutive  G(  v*  rmienlofthe  Country, 
accitiUn^^  to  ihe  rovers  vested  in  him  by 
the  Bill  pa^r^ed  by  h.^  iwo  Houses  ot  Par- 
liaiiieni,  and  now  on  the  point  of  receiving 


the  sanction  of  the  Great  Seal.— The  PHnce 
feels  it  incumbeut  upon  him,  at  this  precise 
juncture,  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Perceval 
his  intention  not  to  remove  from  their  sta- 
tions those  whom  be  finds  there,  as  his 
Majesty's  official  servants.  At  the  same 
time  the  Prince  owes  it  to  the  truth  and 
sincerity  of  character,  which,  he  trusts, 
will  appear  in  every  action  of  his  life,  in 
whatt  ver  situation  placed,  explicitly  to  de- 
clare, that  the  irresistible  impulse  of  filial 
duly  and  aflection  to  his  beloved  and  af- 
flicted Father,  leads  him  todread  that  any 
act  of  the  Regent  might,  in  the  smallest 
degree,  have  the  r ffett  ol'  interfering  with 
the  progressof  his  Sovereign's  recovery.— 
This  consideration  alone  dictates  the  de- 
cision now  communicated  to  Mr.  Perceval. 
— Having  thus  performed  an  act  of  indis- 
penrsible  duty,  from  a  just  sense  <;f  what  is 
due  to  his  own  consislem  y  and  honour, 
tht'  Prince  has  only  toadd, 'hai,  am:  ng  the 
manv  blessings  to  be  derived  from  his  Ma- 
jesty's restoration  to  health,  and  t<>  the  per- 
sonal exercise  of  his  Royal  Fonttions,  it 
will  not,  in  the  Prince's  estimation,  be  the 
least,  thU  that  most  fortunate  event  will  at 
once  rescue  him  from  a  situation  of  unex- 
ampled embarrassment,  and  put  an  end  to 
a  state  of  affairs,  ill  calculated,  he  fciirs,  to 
sustain  the  interests  of  the  United  King- 
dom, in  this  avvl'ul  and  perilous  crisis,  and 
most  difficult  to  be  r'pconciled  to  the  ge- 
nuine principles  of  the  British  Constitu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Perceval's  Answer. 

Doxoning- Street,  February  5,  1811. 
Mr.  Perceval  presents  his  humble  duty 
to  your  Royal  Highness,  and  has  the  honour 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Royal 
Highness's  letter  of  last  night,  which  reach- 
ed him  this  morning. — Mr.  Perceval  feels 
it  his  duty  to  express  his  humble  thanks  to 
your  Royal  Highness  for  the  fronkness 
with  which  y<-ur  Royal  Highness  has  con- 
descended, explicitly,  to  communicate  the 
motives  which  have  induced  your  Royal 
Highness  to  honour  his  colleagues  and 
him  with  your  commands  for  the  continu- 
ance of  their  services,  in  the  stations  en- 
trusted to  them  by  the  King.  And  Mr. 
Perceval  begs  leave  to  assure  your  Royal 
Hiqhness>  tha'.  in  the  expression  of  your 
Royal  Highness's  sentiments  of  filial  and 
loyal  attachment  to  the  King,  and  of 
anxiety  for  the  speedy  restoration  of  his 
Majesty's  health,  Mr.  Perceval  can  see 
nothing  but  additional  motives  for  their 
most  anxious  exertions  to  give  satisfaction 
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to  your  Royal  Highness,  in  the  only  man- 
ner in  which  it  can  be  given,  by  endea- 
vouring to  promote  your  Royal  Highness's 
views,  tor  the  security  and  happiness  of 
the  country. — Mr.  Perceval  has  never  fail- 
ed to  regret  the  impression  of  your  Royal 
Highness,  with  regard  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Regency  Bill,  which  his  Majesry's  ser- 
vants telt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  recommend 
to  Parliament-  iJut,  he  ventures  to  sub- 
mit to  your  Royal  Highness,  that,  what- 
ever difficulties  the  present  awful  crisis  of 
the  country  and  the  world  may  create  in 
the  administration  ot  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment, j'our  Royal  Highness  will  not 
finJ  them  in  any  degree  increased  by  the 
temporary  suspension  of  tlie  exercise  of 
those  branches  of  the  Royal  l^rerogatives, 
which  has  been  introduced  by  Parliament, 
in  conformity  to  what  was  intended  on  a 
former  similar  occasion  ;  andthat  whatever 
Ministers  your  Royal  Hif^hness  might 
think  proper  to  employ,  would  find  in  that 
full  support  and  countenance  which,  as 
long  as  they  were  honoured  with  your 
Royal  Highness's  commands,  they  would 
feel  confident  they  would  continue  to  en- 
joy, ample  ami  sufticient  means  to  enable 
your  Royal  Highness  eilectually  to  main- 
tain the  great  and  important  interest  of  the 
United  Kingdom  — And  Mr.  Perceval 
humbly  irusrs,  that,  whatever  doubts  your 
Royal  Highness  may  entertain  with  re- 
spect to  the  constitutional  propriety  of  the 
measures  which  have  been  adapted,  your 
Royal  Highness  Will  feel  assured,  that  they 
could  not  have  been  recommended  by  his 
Majesty's  servants,  nor  sanctioned  by  Par- 
liament, but  upon  the  sincere,  though  pos- 
sibly erroneous,  conviction,  th:U  they  in  no 
degree  trenched  upon  the  true  principles 
and  spirit  of  the  Constitution.— Mr.  Per- 
ceval feels  it  his  duty  to  add,  that  beholds 
himself  in  readiness,  at  any  moment,  to 
wait  upon  your  Royal  Highness,  and  to 
receive  any  commands,  wiih  which  your 
Royal  Highness  may  be  graciously  pleased 
to  honour  him. 


Isle  of  France. Capture  of, Letter 

/rofft  Admiral  Bebtie,  \3th  Oct.  ISlO. 

Published  in    England,     \'2lh  Feb. 

1811. 

Sir  ; — Following  the  intentions  commu- 
nicated by  my  letter  addressed  to  you  of 
the  26th  August,  I  have  the  honour  now  to 
acquaint  you,  for  the  informaiion  of  their 
Lordships,  that  having  made  the  necessary 
dispositions  and  arrangements  previous  to 
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my  departure  from  the  Cape,  I  hoisted  my 
flag  on  board  the  Nisus,  imd  sailed  on  the 
4th  uit.  in  that  ship  for  the  Isie  of  France. 
Having  made  the  land  on  the  2d  inst.  I 
proceeded  to  reconnoitre  Port  Souih  Eastj 
and  from  thence  to  Port  Louis  ;  where, 
having  cruised  iS  hours,  and  not  failing  in 
with  any  ship  of  the  blockading  squadron, 
I  proceeded  to  this  anchorage  forintbrma- 
tion  of  them,  where  I  found  lying  his  Ma- 
jesty's ships  Boadicea,  Otter,  and  Stauhch, 
gun*  brig,  togetlier  with  his  Majesty's  ships 
Africaiue  and  Ceylon,  which  had  btea 
taken  and  recaptured  from  the  enemy,  and 
the  impi  rial  French  frigate  La  Venus,  also 
captured  from  the  enemy. — The  details, 
copies  (if  which,  1  have  the  honour  to  trans- 
mit herewith,  wiil  fu'ly  explain  to  their 
Lordships  the  circumstances  of  the  occu- 
pation of  the  Isle  de  la  Passe,  as  well  as 
the  subsequent  unfortunate  result  of  a  yery 
gallant  attack  made  on  the  enemy^s  ships 
in  Port  S.  E.  with  the  birius,  Capt.  Pym, 
the  Mngicienne,  Capt.  Curtis,  the  Iphi- 
genia,  Capt.  Lambeit,  and  the  Nereide, 
Capt.  Willoughby,  which  ended  in  the  un- 
avoidable destruction  ot  the  two  former  of 
his  Majesty's  ships,  and  the  surrender  to 
the  enemy  of  the  Iphigenia  and  Nereide, 
the  latter  after  a  glorii)Us  resistance  almost 
unparalleled  even  in  the  brilliant  annals  of 
the  British  navy. — A  momentary  supe- 
riority thus  obtained  by  the  enemy  has 
been  promptly  and  decisively  crushed  by 
the  united  zeal,  judgment,  perseverance, 
skill,  and  intrepidity  of  Capt.  Rowley,  in 
his  Majesty's  ship  Boadicea,  the  value  and 
importance  of  whose  services,  long  con- 
spicuous and  distinguished  as  they  have 
been,  have  fully  jusiifipd  the  selection  and 
detention  of  hiui  as  the  senior  ofticer  con- 
ducting the  blockade  of  this  station  ;  and 
who  in  the  present  instance,  almost  alone 
and  unsupported  but  by  the  never-failing 
energies  and  resources  of  his  active  and  in- 
telligent mind,  under  circumstances,  as 
may  be  easily  imagined,  of  extremest 
anxiety,  mortification,  and  disappoint- 
ment, in  a  few  hours  not  only  retook  his 
Majesty's  ships  Africaine  and  Ceylon,  but 
captured  also  the  largest  frigate  possessed 
by  the  enemy  in  these  seas,  and  has  thus 
restored  the  British  naval  pie-eminence  in. 
this  quarter,  which  his  talents  have  long  so 
successfully  coniribuled  to  maintain.— 
Nor  can  I  omit  to  offer  the  tribute  so  justly 
due  10  the  memory'of  the  gallant  Corbett, 
of  his  Majesty's  ship  Africaine,  whose 
meritorious  eagerness  to  check  the  triumpli 
of  an  exulting  enemy  impelled  hi;ii  to  an 
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squadron ;   I  am   happy  to  add  tliat  the 


unequal  contest,  in  which  he  nobly  ft-] I, 
defending  the  cause  of  that  countr}^  to 
whose  service  his  valuable  life  had  been 
most  usefully,  most  honourably  devoted. — 
Under  the  pressure  of  these  events,  the 
arrival  of  the  ISisus  was  to  be  considered 
as  most  opportune,  as  every  exertion  had 
been  already  employed  with  a  view  to  the 
equipment  of  the  Africaine  and  Ceylon, 
which  ships,  though  severely  cut  up  in  the 
masts  and  rigging  (the  lower  masts  being 
unfit  for  further  service,)  had  fortunately, 
at  the  time  of  their  recapture,  part  of  their 
crews  on  board.  Fully  concurring  in  the 
expediency  and  the  absolute  necessity  of 
this  measure,  the  adoption  of  which  and 
the  carrying  into  effect  with  the  least  de- 
lay, is  of  the  most  serious  importance  to 
the  ultimate  success  of  the  operation,  now 
ripe  for  execution,  against  the  Lsle  of 
France,  and  having  found  it  further  prac- 
ticable to  equip  the  Venus  in  furtherance 
of  this  object,  I  have  not  hesitatea  to  com- 
mission her  for  the  time  being,  under  the 
name  of  the  Nereide,  in  comnjemoration 
of  the  gallant  defence  of  his  Majesty's 
ship  bearing  that  name,  notwithstanding 
the  very  many  local  difficulties  and  disad- 
vantages with  which  we  have  necessarily 
had  to  contend  in  the  execution  of  these 
plans.  The  squadron,  now  on  the  eve  of 
sailing  from  these  roads,  consisting  of  the 
ships  named  in  the  margin,*  exhibits  a 
striking  and  no  less  gratifying  instance  of 
what  may  be  effected  by  British  exertion 
and  British  perseverance. — I  should  at  the 
same  time  be  verj'  deficient,  were  I  not  to 
avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  now  af- 
forded me  of  expressing  the  obligations  of 
the  service  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and 
Commander  of  the  forces  on  this  island, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Keating,  to  whom  it  is 
indebted  not  only  for  his  co-operation,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  whole  military  force, 
not  only  for  the  application  of  every  civil 
means  at  his  command,  but  for  that  spirit 
of  zealous  emulation,  wherever  the  navy 
is  concerned,  which  has  most  anxiously 
anticipated  the  appropriation  of  every  re- 
source to  its  service,  and  the  influence  of 
which  has  been  extended  throughout  this 
division  of  the  army. — Among  other  ves- 
sels captured  by  the  enemy  I  regret  to 
mention  the  Ceylon  and  Wyndham,  Ho- 
nourable East  Lidia  Company's  ships,  and 
the  Ranger  transport,  from  the  Cape,  hav- 
ing on  board  provisions  and  stores  for  the 

*  Boadicea,Afrlcaine,Cevlon,  Nisus,  and 
Nereide. 


Wyndham  has  since  been  re-taken,  and  is 
arrived  here,  and  the  Venus  was  found  to 
have  on  board  the  greater  part  of  the 
stores  and  provisions  taken  in  the  Ranger, 
both  of  which  circumstances  have  been 
particularly  advantageous,  the  lower  masts 
of  the  Wyndham  having  been  applied  to 
the  Africaine,  and  the  victualling  of  the 
squadron  being,  by  means  of  the  provisions 
found  in  the  Venus,  completed  to  four 
months. — It  is  further  of  still  greater  mo* 
ment  that  I  should  apprize  you,  for  the  in- 
formation of  their  Lordships,  that  Major- 
General  Abercrombie,  who  with  his  whole 
staff  was  embarked  in  the  Ceylon,  and' who 
is  entrusted  with  the  Command  of  the  ex- 
pedition against  the  Isle  of  France,  was  re- 
captured in  that  frigate. — As  the  squadron 
will  proceed  to  sea  in  a  few  hours,  after  the 
closing  these  dispatches,  I  trust  I  shall 
stand  excused  to  their  Lordships,  in  defer- 
ring to  a  future  opportunity  the  several  re- 
turns and  details  of  the  squadron,  as  well 
as  a  statement  preparing  of  work  perform- 
ed in  each  department,  which,  in  the  short 
space  of  three  weeks,  through  the  unre- 
mitting and  unwearied  exertions  that  have 
been  displayed,  has  been  such  as  to  com- 
plete the  equipment  of  the  squadron,  and 
to  render  the  whole  thoroughly  elective. 
— I  should  add,  that  the  light  brigade  of 
the  troops  from  hence  are  embarked,  to 
the  number  of  six  hundred  men,  on  board 
the  five  frigates,  and  are  doing  duty  as 
Marines,  until  their  services  shall  be  re- 
quired on  shore.     I  have,  &c.  A.  Bertie. 

His  Majesti/'s  Ship  Boadicea,  St.  Paul's 
Road,  Isle  of  Bourbon,  2lsi  Sept.  1810, 
Sir  ; — I  had  the  honour  to  transmit  to 
you  on  the  31st  of  August,  Captain  Pym's 
report  of  a  gallant  and  successful  attack 
by  his  boats  tm  Isle  de  la  Passe,  and  I  beg 
leave  to  second  his  recommendation  of 
Lieutenants  Chads  and  Watling  for  their 
conduct  on  that  occasion.  Under  the  said 
cover,  I  also  transmitted  Captain  Pym's 
detail  of  his  subsequent  operations  at 
Grande  Porte.  The  urgency  of  the  ser- 
vice we  were  then  engaged  in,  prevented 
me  from  entering  more  minutely  into 
particulars  ;  the  Boadicea  was  then  under 
weigh,  proceeding  to  Grande  Porte,  ia 
hopes  of  relieving  the  Iphigenia,  the  only 
frigate  left  to  me  by  the  disasters  which 
had  befallen  our  Squadron.  It  is  now  my 
duty  to  give  you  a  more  detailed  account 
of  our  operations. — I  had  acquainted  you 
with  the  intentions  of  Colonel  Keating  in 
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concert  with  myself  to  establish  a  strong 
military  post  at  Flat   Island,  after  occupa- 
tion of  the  Isle  de  la  Passe.     For  this  ser- 
vice the  Bombay  merchant  transport  was 
prepared  with   water  and    provisions  suf- 
ticient  for  the  supply  of  both  places  ;  and 
the  flank  battalion,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Austin,  with  a  propor- 
tion  of   Artillery,   were    in  readiness    to 
embark,  when,  on  thfeevening'of  the  22nd 
of  August,  by   the   arrival  of  the  Wynd- 
ham  recaptured    Indiaman,  I  learned  thai 
the  Bel  lone  and  Minerve,  French  frigates, 
Victor  corvette,  and  Ceylon  captured   In- 
diaman, had  forced  the  passage   by   Isle 
de  la  Passe  into  Grande  Porte,  and  that  it 
was  Captain  Pym's  intention  to  attack  them 
there. — Two  of  the  flank    companies  and 
a    detachment    of    artillery    were    imme- 
diately embarked  on  board  the  Boadicea  ; 
the  transport  with  the    remainder  of  the 
force  was    directed    to    follow    as    expe- 
ditiously as  possible.     From  buffling  winds 
our    passage   was  very    tedious ;    on  the 
morning  of  the  27  th  we  picked  up  a  boat 
with  an  officer  and  fourteen  men  dispatch- 
ed with   letters  from  Captains  Pym   and 
Lambert,   which    I    transmitted  to    you; 
these  made  me   acquainted    with   the  un- 
fortunate result  of  the  attack   on    the  fri- 
gates in  Grande  Porte  :    next  morning  at 
daylight  I  made  Isle  de  la  Passe,  and   per- 
ceived two  of  the  enemy's  frigates    close 
off  the    Porte  ;    we   stood  nearly   within 
gun  shot  of  one  of  these,  and  within  five 
or  six  miles  of   Isle    de    la  Passe,   under 
which  the  Iphigenia  was  anchored,  making 
signals  to  her,  but  a   third    sail,    which  we 
afterwards  learned  was  the  Astrea  frigate, 
appearing  'o  windward,  I  thought  it  pru- 
dent   to  ta>.k   .  if,  and    was   immediaiely 
chased  by  the  French  Squadron  ;  of  these 
the  Venus,  from  her  superiority  of  sailing, 
might  soon  havejbrought  us  to  action,  but 
appealed    to    wait    for    her  consort  (La 
Mancii). — Towards  day-break  they  haul- 
ed off;   but  as  I  judged  it  advisable  to  draw 
thein  down  as    far  as  possible  from  their 
station;  in  order   to   give  the  transport  an 
opportunity  to  succour  the  Iphigenia,  and 
favour  the  escape    of  both,  I  again    stood 
towafdsthe  French  frigates,  when  they  re- 
sumed their  cliace,  and   continued  it   until 
ourarrival  off  St.  Denis.  From  thence  I  im- 
mediately dispatclied  an  express  to  Cap- 
tain Tou)kinson    to  move  with   his  ship's 
con)pany   on    board    the   Wyndhara,   and 
join  uje  off  the  island,  the  Otter  being  dis- 
mantled  for   heaving   down, — On  my  ar- 
rival off  St.  Paul's,  I   found  that  Captain 
Toiukinson,   considering   the    Wyndham 
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unfit  for  immediate  service,  had  declined 
the  command  of  her;  in  consequence  of 
which  Captain  Lynne  had  with  the  most 
indefatigable  exertions,  fitted  the  Emma 
transport  with  her  guns,  and  joined  me  off 
the  port. — For  the  promptitude  and  ex- 
pedition with  which  his  aid  was  afforded 
me,  as  well  as  for  the  most  ample  assist- 
ance on  every  occasion,  I  am  indebted  to 
Colonel  Keating,  who  has  spared  neither 
personal  exertions,  nor  the  resources  which 
his  situation  comtnands  in  facilitating  the 
supplies  of  the  naval  service,  and  assist- 
ing me  by  reinforcements  of  his  troop 

With  the  Emma  in  company  I  resumed  my 
route  lowards  the  Isle  of  France  ;  but  find- 
ing that  she  could  not  keep  company,  I 
detached  her  to  windward  from  Round 
Island  to  Roderiguez  in  order  to  give 
notice  to  any  of  our  ships  she  might  meet, 
of  the  comparative  state  of  our  naval  force, 
and  that  of  the  enemy's.  I  then  proceeded 
with  the  Boadicea  off  Isle  de  la  Passe,  and 
on  our  arrival  there  found  the  Iphigenia 
gone,  and  four  ships  at  anchor  in  Grande 
Porte  ;  these  we  have  since  learned  were 
the  Bellone,  Minerve,  Nereide,  and  Cey- 
lon, (East  India  ships,)  the  first  with  top 
gallant-yards  across,  sails  bent,  and  ap- 
parently ready  for  sea;  the  second  with 
jury-top-masts  ;  and  Xhe  third  with  jurv 
fore  and  mizen- masts.  I  have  also  under- 
stood from  the  prisoners  lately  taken  in 
the  Venus,  that  they  were  shortly  to  pro- 
ceed round  to  Port  Louis,  and  that  the 
slaughter  on  board  of  them  had  been  very 
great. — Finding  that  nothing  was  to  be 
effected  as  affairs  then  stood,  1  returned  to 
this  port,  where  I  anchored  on  the  ]  1th  of 
September. — Captain  Lambert  is  said  to 
have  capitulated  for  the  Iphigenia  and 
the  Isle  de  la  Passe  the  day  before  we 
first  arrived  off'  there,  on  condition  that  all 
the  otficers  and  men  should, in  one  month 
from  the  date  of  the  capitulation,  be  sent 
from  the  Isle  of  France  to  some  part  in 
the  dominions  of  his  Majesty,  not  to  serve 
against  Fi  ance  or  her  allies  till  exchanged* 
— I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
yice  Admiral  Bertie,  fyc.     Joshua  Rowley. 

His  Majesties  Ship  Boadicea,  St.  Paid's 
Road,  Isle  of  Bourbon,  2\st  Sept.  1810, 
StR ;  I  weighed  anchor  from  the  bay  of 
St.  Paul's  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  of 
Sept.  in  company  with  the  Otter  sloop, 
and  Staunch  gun-brig,  in  order  to  attack  2 
of  the  enemy's  frigates,  tlie  Astrea  and  Iphi- 
genia, who  were  in  the  offing  to  wincTward, 
When  under  weigh,  1  received  an  intima_ 
tion  from  Col.  Keating  that  an  English  fru 
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gate  was  said  to  have  arrived  at  St.  Denis, 
and  as  we  stood  out  clear  of  the  bay,  I  haH 
the  satisTaction  of  recognizing  the  Afti- 
caine,  who  joined  with  me   in  the  chace. 
By  superior  sailing,  and  haying  the  same 
breeze  as  the  enemy,  she  was  enabled  to 
close  with  them  before  dark,  and  led   by 
her  signals  the  Boadicea  was  gaining  fast 
upon  them,  when  at  three  A.  M.  a  heavy 
firing  was  observed  between  the  frigates, 
at  that  time  between  four  and  five  miles 
a-head  of  the  Boadicea.     I  concluded  that 
it  was  Captain  Corbett's  intention  merely 
to  attempt  crippling  the  enemy,  in  order 
to  enable  us  sooner  to  close  with  them,  but 
unfortunately  at  that  moment-  tht  winds 
became  light  and  variable,  and  the  Afri- 
caine  becoming  unmanageable  under  the 
fire  of  both  ships  (one  in  a  most  destruc- 
tive-raking position),  after  a  most  gallant, 
though   unequal  contest,  was  obliged    to 
surrender,  and  the  firing  ceased  at  about 
fifteen  minutes  after  four  in  the  morning. 
— Day  dawned,  and  shewed  us  the  result; 
the  enemj'^  appeared  to  have  suffered  lit- 
tle ;  the  Airicaine  was  in  their  possession, 
with  no  apparent  loss  but  that  of  the  mizen 
topmast ;    such  a  state  did  not  appear  to 
justify  my  commencing  an  attack  on   a 
force  so  much  superior,  particularly  in  the 
present   critical    situation    of  our    afFairs, 
when  mine  was  the  only  British  frigate  in 
those  seas,  and  we  knew  of  two  other  fri- 
gates of  the  enemy,  and  a  corvette,  cruiz- 
ing  in  the  neighbourhood  :    I  therefore 
made   sail   to  bring    up   the    Otter   and 
Staunch,   then   out  of  sight,  and  having 
soon  rejoined  th«m,  I  led  them  towards  the 
enemy,  who  at  our  approach  abandoned 
the  Africaine,  leaving  an  Officer  and  nine 
Frenchmen  in  charge  of  her,  with  most  of 
the  wounded,  and  about  eighty-three  of 
her  crew.,  whom  they  had  not  time  to  re- 
move.     The  extent  of  her  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded  I  have  not  been  able  to  as- 
certain, but  it  must  have  been  considera- 
ble.   It  is  with  deep  regret  I  have  to  men- 
tion the  loss  of  my  gallant  friend  Captain 
Corbett;  he  was  wounded  early  in  the  ac- 
tion, and  died  a  few  hours  after  it  bad 
ceased ;  in  him  the  service  has  lost  one  of 
its  best  Officers. — I  cannot  conclude  with- 
out mentioning,  in  terms  of  approbation, 
the  steadiness  and  zeal  manifested  by  my 
First  Lieutenant,  Mr.  Langhorne,  the  Offi- 
cers and  ship's  company  under  my  com- 
mand, and  beg  leave  to  recommend  them 
to  your  favourable  notice. — I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be,  &c. — Joshua  Rowley. 
To  Vice  Admiral  Bertie,  ^c  Sfc,  S^d 


The  under-mentioned  statement  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  belonging  to  the  Afri- 
caine is  as  correct  as  I  have  been  able  to 
obtalti. — 24  seamen,  8  marines,  4  soldiers, 
killed  ;  52  seamen,  1 1  marines,  8  soldiers, 
wounded — Total,  36  killed,  71  wounded. 

NAMES  OF  OFFICERS  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED. 

Killed. — Robert  Corbett,  Esq.  Captain  ; 
Mr.  Parker,  Master. 

IVounded. — J.  Tullidge,  Senior  Lieute« 
nant;  brought  a  prisoner  to  the  Isle  of 
France — C.  Forder,  Second  Lieutenant ;  is 
at  the  Hospital  St.  Paul's — J.  Jackson  (2), 
Lieutenant  of  Marines;  at  Hospital  St. 
Paul's — Mr.  Theed,  Master's  mate  ;  at 
Hospital  St.  Paul's — Mr.  Merder,  Midship- 
man ;  at  Hospital  St.  Paul's— Mr.  Jones, 
Midshipman  ;  a  prisoner  at  the  Isle  of 
France — Mr.  Leech,  Midshipman  ;  at  the 
Isle  of  France.  Joshua  Rowley. 

His  Majesty's  Ship  Boadicea,  St.  Paul'» 
Road,  Isle  of  bourbon,  2 1  st  Sept.  1 8  J  0. 
Sir;  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you, 
that  after  having  anchored  in  this  bay,  on 
the  morning  of  the  18th  September,  I  dis- 
covered, soon  after,  three  sail  in  the  offing, 
two  of  which  appeared  to  have  suffered  in 
their  masts  and  rigging.  I  immediately 
weighed  anchor  in  company  with  the  Utter 
•loop,  and  Staunch  gun- brig,  but  from 
light  winds  was  unable  for  some  hours  to 
clear  the  bay,  at  which  period  the  ships 
were  nearly  out  of  sight. — The  Boadicea 
having  the  advantage  of  a  fresh  breeze 
neared  the  enemy ;  one  of  them  which  had 
a  crippled  frigate  in  tow,  cast  her  off,  and 
made  all  sail  away  from  us,  the  third  bore 
up  under  her  courses,  (having  lost  her  top- 
masts) to  protect  the  other,  which  enabled 
us  to  close  with  her ;  we  soon  ran  hep 
alongside,  and  after  a  short  but  close  ac* 
tion,  having  lost  nine  killed,  and  fifteen 
wounded,  she  struck  to  the  Boadicea,  and 
proved  to  be  the  French  imperial  frigate 
Venus  of  forty-four  guns,  with  a  comple- 
ment on  leaving  port,  of  three  hundred  and 
eighty  men,  commanded  by  Commodore 
Hamelin,  senior  officer  ot  the  Frtnch 
squadron  in  India,  victualled  and  stowed 
for  six  months. — She  had  in  the  early  part 
of  the  morning,  in  company  with  the  Vic- 
tor corvette,  captured,  after  a  most  gallant 
defence,  his  Majesty's  ship  Ceylon,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Gordon,  liaving  on  board 
General  Abercroniby  and  his  stafl^  bound 
for  this  island. — I  made  th^  signal  for  the 
Otter  to  lake  possession  of  Ceylon,  while 
we  took  the  Venus  in  tow,  and  they  are 
both  arrived  iri  these  Roads,  where  1  trus 
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we  shall  in  a  few  days  have  ihcm  and  the 
Africaine  in  a  state  for  service^  which  will 
again  restore  us  to  our  accustomed  ascen- 
dancy in  these  seas,  Colonel  Keating  hav- 
ing, with  that  zeal  he  has  manifested  on 
every  occasion,  oftered  to  complete  their 
coraplenients  from  the  force  unrler  his 
command.— It  is  with  much  satisfaction  I 
have  again  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
gallantry  and  zeal  manifested  by  my  offi- 
cers and  ships'  company  in  presence  of 
the  enemy  ;  to  which  1  have  also  to  add 
that  of  Lieutenant  Ramsay  of  the  89th, 
with  his  detachment  doing  duty  on  board, 
— To  Lieutenant  Langhorne  I  feel  much 
indebted  for  his  able  assistance  in  taking 
charge  of  and  conducting  into  port  the 
Africaine  and  La  Venus,  and  beg  you  will 
have  the  goodness  to  recommend  him  to 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 
— I  think  it  my  duty  to  mention  the  ac- 
tive zeal  shewn  by  Captain  Tomkinson,  of 
the  Otter,  and  Lieutenant  Strut,  Com- 
mander of  the  Staunch  gun- brig,  both  on 
the  present  service  and  those  on  which  we 
have  lately  been  engaged;  the  latter  is  an 
Officer  of  long  service,  whose  merits  being 
well  known  to  you,  renders  it  unnecessary 
for  me  to  recommend  him  to  your  notice. 
—I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Joshua  Rowley. 

To  Vice  Admiral  Bertie,  ^c.  Sfc  ^c. 

A  List  of  the  Killed  and  Wounded  on 
board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Boadicea,  in 
action  with  the  French  Imperial  Fri- 
gate La  Venus,  off  the  Isle  of  Bourbon, 
on  the  18th  September  1810. 
Killed — None. 

Wounded — Benjamin  Brown,  landman, 
badly  ;  Stephen  George,  yeoman  of  the 
sheets,  slightly. 

The  bowsprit  badly  wounded  ;  standing 
and  running  rigging  much  cut. 

flis  Majesty's  Ship  (Jcylon,  St.  Paul's,  in  the 
IsUind  of  Bourbon,  Sept.  22,  1810. 
Sir — I  have  to  inform  your  Excellency, 
that,  agreeably  to  your  orders,  I  proceed- 
ed towards  the  Island  of  Bourbon,  and  on 
the  l7th  instant,  being  in  expectation  of 
falling  in  with  the  blockading  quadronoli" 
the  harbour  of  Port  Louis,  I  reconnoitred 
that  port,  and  estimated  the  enemy's  force 
at  seven  frigates  and  one  large  corvette. 
Not  findi'^ng  the  squadron,  bore  up  at  noon 
for  the  Island  of  Bourbon.  At  one,  two 
of  the  enemy's  ships  were  observed  coming 
out  of  port,  and  were  soon  discovered  to  be 
in  chase  of  his  Majesty's  ship  ;  the  head- 
most gained  factj  and  the  steramostslovvly 


I  coatinued  under  the  same  sail,  endea- 
vouring to  draw  them  as  far  as  possible, 
which  also  tended  to  extend  the  distance 
of  the  chacing  ships.  At  fifteen  minutes 
past  twelve,  on  the  enemy's  connng  along- 
side, I  found  her  to  be  a  frigate  of  the 
largest  class.  ;Afier  a  severe  conflict  of 
one  hour  and  ten  minutes,  she  hauled  off 
and  dropped  astern,  which  I  concluded 
was  to  wait  her  consort's  coming  up. — 
Finding  the  great  superiority  of  force,  I 
encountered  (having  drawn  my  conclusion 
of  the  enemy's  force  before  dark),  I  lost 
not  a  moment  in  repairing  my  rigging, 
which  was  much  cut,  and  made  sail,  in 
hopps  of  reaching  the  Island.  At  two 
descried  the  enemy's  second  ship.  At 
fifteen  minutes  past  two,  the  enemy's 
head-most  frigate  coming  along-side,  I 
shortened  sail  to  the  top-sails,  and  renewed 
the  action.  At  four  I  had  the  satisfaction 
to  see  her  mizen-mast  and  three  top-masts 
go  by  the  board  :  a  few  minutes  after- 
wards, the  Ceylon's  fore  and  main  top- 
masts fell.  At  this  time,  his  Majesty's 
ship  being  unmanageable,  had  suffered 
severely  ;  the  rigging  and  sails  being  cut 
to  pieces,  which  entirely  precluded  all. 
further  manceuvre.  The  action  was  main- 
tained and  continued  with  great  spirit. 
At  five  A.  M.  the  enemy's  fore  and  main- 
masts standing,  with  the  assistance  of  bis 
fore-sail,  enabled  him  to  wear  close  under 
our  stern,  and  take  a  raking  position  on 
our  lee  quarter.  His  Majesty's  ship  lying 
an  unmanageable  wreck,  I  directed  the 
raizen  top-sail  to  be  cut  away,  and  en- 
deavoured to  set  a  ferestay-sail,  in  hopes 
of  getting  the  ship  before  the  wind,  but 
without  effect.  The  second  ship  having 
opened  her  fire,  with  the  great  advantage 
the  enemy  had  by  having  both  his  ships 
under  command,  enabled  hira  to  take  and 
keep  his  raking  position,  and  pour  in  a 
heavy  and  destructive  fire,  while  his  '',1a- 
jesty's  ship  could  only  bring  a  few  quarter 
guns  to  bear. 

In  the  shattered  and  disabled  state  of 
his  Majesty's  ship,  a  retreat  was  impos- 
sible. The  superiority  of  the  enemy's 
heavy  and  destructive  fire  left  me  no  hopes 
of  success.  Reduced  to  this  distressful  si- 
tuation, feeling  the  firmest  conviction  that 
every  energy  and  exertion  was  called 
forth,  under  the  influence  of  the  strongest 
impressions  I  had  discharged  my  duty  and 
upheld  the  honour  of  his  Majesty's  arm.«. 
feeling  it  a  duty  I  owed  to  the  officers  and 
crew,  who  had  nobly  displayed  that  bra- 
very which  is  so  truly  their  characteristic. 
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when  I  had  lost  all  hopes  of  saving  his 
Majesty's  ship,  to  prevent  a  useless  elFusion 
of  blood,  I  was  under  the  painful  necessity 
of  directing  a  light  to  be  shewn  to  the  se- 
cond ship  that  we  had  struck. — I  think  it 
a  duty  I  owe  to  Captain  Ross,  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's 6f)th  regiment,  to  thus  publicly  ac- 
knowledge the  able  support  I  received  from 
him  and  his  party  of  men,  who  were  act- 
ing as  marines  for  the  time  being. 

The  enemy's  force  proved  to  be  the 
Venus,  of  fortv-four  guns,  and  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty  men,  and  Victor,  of  twenty 
guns,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  the 
former  mounting  twenty-eight  eighteen 
pounders  on  her  main  deck,  and  twelve 
forty  pounders,  and  four  long  nines  on  her 
quarter  deck  and  forecastle.  Subscribed 
is  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Charles  Gordon. 
Rear- Admiral  Drury,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Killed — John  Parish,  seaman;  William 
Isby,  ditto ;  John  Grigg,  ditto ;  John 
Cook,  ditto;  John  Piiilips,  ditto  ;  William 
Kent,  ditto;  Patrick  Kearny,  soldier; 
Daniel  Enlay,  ditto;  John  Ferguson, 
ditto  ;  John  Feeland,  ditto. — Dangerously 
Wounded. — Jacob  Davis,  seaman  ;  Otto 
Abraham,  ditto;  James  Spields,  ditto; 
James  Tunil)ull,  ditto;  Nathaniel  Gibson, 
soldier. — Severely  Wounded. — Captain  Gor- 
don ;  Mr.  Oliver,  master ;  William  Siaggs, 
seaman;  Charles  Smith,  ditto  ;  John  Ko- 
binson,  ditto  ;  John  King,  soldier;  John 
Bradley,  ditto;  Hugh  Murphy,  ditto. — 
Slightly  Wounded. — Mr.  Graham,  boat- 
swain ;  Leven  Benson,  seaman  ;  Richard 
Brownsden,  ditto;  Thomas  Curtis,  ditto; 
John  Braham,  ditto;  John  Williams,  (2), 
ditto;  William  Hancock,  ditto;  George 
Johnson,  ditto;  Patrick  Armstrong,  ditto  ; 
William  Sprattly,  ditto;  Arthur  Quin, 
ditto;  Wiliam  Turner,  marine;  Captain 
Ross,  soldier;  Charles  M'Cann,  ditto; 
Charles  Bailie,  ditto ;  Samuel  Philips, 
ditto ;  James  Allen,  ditto ;  Patrick 
M'Claskey,  ditto. 

Admiralty  Office,  February  13,  1311. 
Lieutenant  Cator,  acting  as  Commander 
of  his  Majesty's  sloop  the  Otter,  ar- 
rived here  this  morning  with  dis- 
patches from  Vice  Admiral  Bertie, 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's 
ships  and  vessels  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  to  John  Wilson  Croker,  esq. 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  of  which 
tlie  following  are  Copies  : 


Africaijie,  in  Port  Louis,  Isle  of  France, 
Dec.  Q,    1810, 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  honour  to  announce  to 
you,  for  the  information  of  their  Lordships, 
the  capture  of  the  Isle  of  France  and  its 
dependencies,  comprehending  the  extir- 
pation of  the  naval  force  of  the  enemy  in 
these  seas,  and  the  subjugation  of  the  last 
remaining  colonial  territory  of  France. 

By  my  communication  addressed  to  you 
on  the  1 2th  of  October  last,  and  forwarded 
to  England  by  the  Otter,  from  Bourbon,  I 
had  the  honour  to  acquaint  yon,  that  I 
was  on  the  point  of  resuming  the  blockade 
of  the  Isle  of  France  ;  I  accordingly  ar- 
rived off  this  port  on  the  19th,  and,  find- 
ing the  whole  of  the  enemy's  ships  in  the 
harbour,  and  two  only  apparently  in  a  .state 
of  forward  equipment,  I  left  Captaiti  Row- 
ley with  the  Boadicea,  Nisus,  and  Nereidef 
to  watch  the  ftiovemenls  of  the  enemy  ; 
and  having  previously  detached  the  Cey- 
lon and  Staunch  to  convoy  the  division  of 
troops  from  Bourbon  to  Rodriguez,  I  pro- 
ceeded with  the  Commander  of  the  forces 
(Major  General  the  Hon,  John  Abercrom- 
by)  who  had  embarked  in  the  Africaine, 
towards  that  anchorage.  On  the  24lh  I 
was  joined  by  Rear  Admiral  Drury,  with 
a  division  of  his  squadron  as  per  margin! 
and  taking  under  my  orders  for  the  time 
being  the  Rear  Admiral  with  the  ship* 
under  his  command,  I  was  enabled  to 
strengthen  the  blockading  squadron,  by 
detaching  the  Cornelia  and  Hesper  for 
that  purpose  ;  and  with  the  others  made 
all  sail  for  Rodriguez,  where  the  squadron 
arrived  on  the  .'jd  of  November,  and  found 
lying  there  the  division  of  troops  from 
Bombay  ;  on  the  6th  arrivid  the  division 
from  Madras,  under  convoy  of  the  Psyche 
and  Cornwaliis.  On  the  8th,  Rear  Admi- 
ral Drury  sailed  with  the  Russell,  Phaeton, 
and  Bucephalus,  to  resume  his  command 
in  India  ;  on  the  12th,  arrived  the  division 
from  Bourbon,  under  convoy  of  the  Cey- 
lon. 

The  divisions  from  Bengal  and  the  Cape 
not  arriving  by  the  20th,  the  season  being 
so  far  advanced,  and  the  anchorage  (sur- 
rounded by  reefs)  by  no  nneans  secure, 
more  particularly  for  so  large  a  number 
of  ships,  1  determined  on  weighing  with 
the  whole  fleet  on  the  morning  of  the  22d, 
proposing   the     convoy   should  cruise   to 

t  Late  La  Venus,  captured  by  Com- 
modore Rowley,  as  announced  before. 

t  Russell,  Clorinde,  Doris,  Phaeton^ 
Bucephalus,  Cornelia,  Hesper.  / 
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windward  until  joined  by  one  or  other  of 
the  divisions.  Very  fortunately,  intelli- 
gence was  received  on  the  night  of  the 
21st  that  the  Bengal  division,  under  con- 
voy of  the  Illustrious,  was  in  the  offing. 
General  Abercroraby  deemed  it,  as  well 
as  myself,  advisable  they  should  not 
anchor  ;  but  that,  having  communicated 
with  the  coHvoy,  and  given  them  such 
supplies  as  they  might  essentially  require, 
we  should  proceed  to  the  attack  of  the 
Isle  of  France,  without  waiting  the  junc- 
tion of  the  troops  expected  from  the  Cape. 
The  whole  fleet  accordingly  weighed  from 
the  anchorage,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
29th  bore  up  for  the  point  of  debarkation 
it  had  been  determined  to  occupy  in 
Grande  Baye,  about  12  miles  to  windward 
of  Port  Louis,  where  the  Africaine  leading 
in,  and  the  several  ships  of  war  following 
with  the  convoy,  according  to  a  previous 
arrangement,  the  whole  fleet  were  at  an- 
chor by  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  consisting  of 
nearly  70  sail  ;  and  the  army  with  their 
artillery,  stores,  and  ammunition,  the 
several  detachments  of  marines  serving 
in  the  squadron,  with  a  large  body  of 
seamen,  disembarked  the  same  day, 
without  a  single  loss  or  accident ;  a  divi- 
sion of  ships  still  maintained  a  vigilant 
blockade  of  the  port ;  another  division  re- 
mained for  the  protection  of  the  convoy  at 
the  anchorage ;  and  a  third,  under  my 
more  immediate  command,  shifted  their 
station  as  cii'cumstances  required,  to  keep 
Dp  a  more  effectual  communication  with 
the  army  as  it  advanced,  and  which  was 
dependant  for  its  supplies  of  provisions  and 
stores  wholly  on  the  resources  of  the  navy. 

On  the  2nd  instant  the  Governor-Gene- 
ral De  Caen  proposed  terms  of  Capitula- 
tion, and.  Commissioners  being  appointed 
on  either  side,  a  Capitulation  was  signed 
and  ratified  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant, 
at  the  British  Head-Q,uarters,  a  copy  of 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  for 
their  Lordships'  information. 

In  a  combined  operation  of  this  nature, 
the  ultimate  success  of  which  must  essen- 
tially in  a  great  degree  be  made  to  depend 
upon  a  zealous  and  emulative  co-operation 
and  support  through  each  gradation  ;  and 
in  the  present  instance,  where  these  fea- 
tures have  been  so  eminently  conspicuous 
in  every  rank,  and  in  every  situation  and 
circumstance,  the  recommendation  of  par- 
ticular individuals  to  their  Lordships'  more 
-immediate  notice  may  be  deemed  super- 
fluous. 

It  is  however  from  a  sense  of  justice, 
that  I  record  the  services  of  Captain  B<:a- 


ver,  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Nisus,  whom  I 
entrusted  with  the  superintendance  of  the 
whole  arrangements  for  the  disposition 
and  debarkation  of  the  army,  and  whose 
abilities  and  experience  on  similar  occa- 
sions particularly  qualified  him  to  under- 
take this  important  duty.  Nor  should  I 
omit  to  bear  testimony  to  the  unwearied 
exertions  of  Captain  Patterson,  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ship  Hesper,  and  of  Lieutenant  B. 
Street,  commanding  the  Government  arm- 
ed ship  Emma,  who  were  employed  for 
many  successive  nights  in  sounding,  and 
(as  it  has  been  proved)  gained  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  anchorage  on  the  ene- 
my's coast,  and  who  were  equally  stre- 
nuous in  their  services  in  various  ways  on 
shore. 

I  beg  also  to  recommend ,  to  their 
Lordships'  notice  Lieut.  Edward  Llovd, 
who  volunteered  his  services  under  the  im- 
mediate eye  of  the  commander  of  the 
forces,  and  in  this,  as  well  as  many  former 
instances,  has  received  the  most  honoura- 
ble testimonies  of  his  gallantry. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Captain  iMon- 
tague,  of  the  Royal  Navy,  who  command- 
ed the  first  division  of  the  seamen  landed, 
as  well  as  two  extracts  from  General  Or- 
ders issued  at  head-quarters.  From  the 
absence  of  some  of  the  ships,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  collect  the  returns  of  the 
number  of  marines  and  seamen  landed,  or 
of  the  loss,  but  I  have  the  satisfaction  to 
know  it  has  been  very  inconsiderable. 

The  return  ofvshipping,  as  correctly 
stated  as  I  have  yet  been  able  to  collect  it, 
I  have  the  honour  to  inclose.  Various 
considerations  have  impelled  me  to  dis- 
patch the  Menelaus,  with  the  least  delay 
possible ;  and  having  entrusted  these  com- 
munications to  the  care  of  Captain  Rowley, 
who  will  be  the  bearer  of  them  to  their 
Lordships,  I  beg  to  refer  their  Lordships  to 
him  for  every  further  particular,  and  to 
add,  that  his  long  and  arduous  services  on 
this  station  have  established  a  just  claim 
to  any  honourable  distinction  it  may  please 
their  Lordships  or  the  Countrj'  to  bestowr 
on  him.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  A.  Burtie, 

A  List  of  Ships  and  Vessels  of  War  present 
and  assisting  in  the  Capture  of  the  Isle 
of  France. 

Africaine,  Captain  Graham,  acting;  Vice- 

Admiral  Bertie. 
Illustrious,  Captain  Broughton. 
Boadicea,  Captain  Rowley. 
NisuSj  Captain  Beaver, 
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Answer.— The  land  and  sea  forces,  of- 
ficers, subalterns  and  privates^  shall  not 
be  consirlerHd  as  prisoners  of  wdr- 

Art.  2.  The  troops  of  his  Imperial  and 
Royal  Majesty  shall  retain  their  arms  and 
colours,  without  ammunition,  and  all  their 
personal  effects  and  ba^jgage,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  that  wiiich,  upon  honour,  shall  be 
declared  private  proprrfy. 

Answer.— They  s'lalt  take  away  tiicir 
effects  and  baggage. 

Art.  3.  The  troops  of  his  Imperial  and 
Royal  Majesty,  and  the  crews  of  the  ships 
of  the  Imperial  and  Royal  Marine,  shall 
be  sent,  with  their  families,  to  a  port  in 
European  France. 

Answer. — Tliey  shall  be  conve3fed,  to- 
gether with  their  families,  to  a  port  in  the 
French  Eu)pire. 

Art.  4.  For  the  above  conveynnce,  I 
shall  keep  the  four  Imperial  frigates  La 
Manche,  La  Be! lone,  L'As'rde,  and  La 
Mrierve,  as  well  as  the  Victor  and  Entre- 
prena\ite  corvettes,  with  their  officers, 
crews,  guns,  stores  and   pr  ivisions. 

A.is'Aer.  —  A llt>gether inadmissible.  The 
crews  of  the  ships  of  war  of  the  Imperial 
and  Royal  Marine  are  provided  for  by  the 
prc^e  'ing  article. 

An.  5.  To  the  above  ships  shall  be  add- 
ed six  transport  vessels,  to  be'  selected  by 
me,  for  our  conveyance,  with  the  neces- 
sarjf  provision  for  the  crews  and  passen- 
gers. 

Answer. — Proper  vessels  shall  be  forth- 
with equipped  as  cartels,  atthe  expenceof 
the  British  Government,  provision  -d  and 
stored  to  convey  the  French  Garrison,  and 
the  crews  of  the  ships  of  war,  ttf  European 
France.  The  same  vessels  to  be  at  liberty 
to  proceed  to  any  port  of  England  without 
delay. 

Art.  6.  These  conditions  being  agreed 
to,  I  shall  give  up  the  colony  and  all  its 
dependencies,  the  magazines,  &c.  In- 
ventories shall  be  taken  of  all  the  articles 
belonging  to  the  Emperor,  and  to  be  pre- 
served for  him  and  restored  at  a  peace. 

Answer. — The  colony  and  its  depen- 
dencies shall  be  ceded  unconditionally  ; 
no  power  being  vested  in  the  parties 
Royal  Majesty  the"  Emperor  of  France,]  contracting  to  determine  its  future  des- 
formjng  the  garrisdh  of  the  Isle  of  France,     tination.     Inventories  shall  be  taken  by 


Cornwallis,  Captain  Caulfield.  • 

Clorinde,  Captain  Briggs. 

Cointlia,Capt;iin  Edgele. 

Doris,  Captain  Lye, 

Nereide,  Captain  Henderson,  Acting. 

Psyche,  Captain  lidgecumbe. 

Ceylon,  C  ipiain  Tmikinson,  Acting. 

Hesper,  Cwptain  Patterson. 

Hecate,  Captain  hennie,  Acting. 
'Eclipse,  Captain  Lynne,  Acting. 

Emma,  Government  armed   ship.  Captain 
Street,  Acting. 

Staunch,  gun- brig.  Lieutenant  Craig,  Act- 
ing. 

Egremont,  Government  sloop.  Lieutenant 
Forder. 

Farquhar,  Mr.  Hervey,  midshipman. 

Mouche. 

Phoebe,  Captain  Hillyer. 

Acieon,  Lord  Viscount  Neville. 

(Signed)  A.  BEUTit. 

Terms  of  the  Capitulation. 

We  the  undersigned  major-general 
Henry  Warde,  and  commotlore  Josiris 
Rowley,  nominated  on  the  part  of  his  B  ■ 
tannic  Majesty,  by  vice  admiral  Albemarle 
Bertie,  commander  in  chief  of  his  Majes- 
ty's ships  and  vessels  employed  at  the 
(Jape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the  seas  adjacent, 
and  lieutenant  general  the  hon.  John  Aber- 
cromby,  command^  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's forces  on  the  one  part;  and  Mar- 
tin Vanderraaesen,  general  of  division, 
member  of  the  legion  of  honour,  com- 
mandant of  the  troops  of  his  imperial  and 
royal  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  France,  at 
the  Isle  of  France,  and  Mr.  Victor  Duprere, 
captaine  de  vaisseau  of  his  Impprial  and 
Royal  Majesty,  nominated  on  the  part  of 
Charles  de  Caen,  grand  officer  of  the  le- 
gion of  honour,  general  of  division,  captain 
general  of  the  French  Settlements  to  the 
Eastward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on 
the  other  part;  being  severally  and  res- 
pectively armed  with  full  powers  to  settle  a 
Treaty  for  the  Capitulation  and  Surrrnder 
of  the"  Isle  of  France,  and  all  its  dpvienden- 
cies,  to  the  arms  of  his  Britannic  Majesty, 
do  agree  as  follows  : 

Art.    I.  The  troops  of  his  Imperial  and 


ig  tne  garr 

the  olhcers  and  non-commissioned  officers, 
the  officers  of  the  imperial  and  Royal 
Marine,  and  the  crews  of  the  ships  of  war, 
shall  not  be  considered  as  prisoners  of  war, 
neither  the  civil  authorities. 


commissioners,  to  be  appointed  on  behalf 
of  the  contracting  parties,  of  all  public 
magazines  and  stores,  which  shall  be  given 
up  to  the  forces  of  his  Britannic  Majesty 
in  their  actual  state,  and  without  deteriora- 
tion. (To  be  contimied.) 
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"  If  natioifs  must  adjust  their  policy  on  the  prospect  of  War  from  abroad,  they  are  cquaily  bound 
"  to  provide  fir  the  attainment  of  Peace  at  home  J  but  there  is  no  Peace  in  the  absence  of  justice. 
'•'  It  may  subsist  with  divisions,  disputes,  and  contiary  opinions,  but  no^  with  the  commissLoa  of  wrongi!. 
"  The  injurious,  and  the  injured,  are,  as  implied  in  the  very,  n»eaning  of  the,  Jierms,  in  a  stale  pf 
*'  hostility." Dr.  Ferguson.  '    '  '  "  .    '  ■       , ''     ','       ■,"'/'., 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

The  Press. The  prospect  of  seeing 

the  btate  of  the  Press  fully  discussed,  en- 
conrages  me  to  ofter  some  remarks  upon 
the  subject,  in  the  hope,  that  the  public 
may,  in  time,  see  how  <^ey  will  be  affected 
by  the  firedom  or  s/awf^rof  this  great  poli- 
tical   and   moral   engine. Men   often 

sp.  nd  much  time  in  discussions  to  very 
little  profit,  only  for  want  of  having,  at  the 
outset,  a  clear  understanding  of  the  matter 
in  discussion.  If  the  notion  of  the  thing 
about  which  you  are  in  discussion  be  not 
very  clear  in  your  mind,  it  is  merely  by 
chance  if  you  conduct  your  reasoning  to 
any  useful  conclusion.  How  often  has  it 
happened  to  every  man  to  listen  to  a  very 
well  told  story,  and  yet  to  wonder  at  the 
laugh  it  excited  in  others,  and  to  stand 
himself  .gaping  like  an  oaf;  and  that 
merely  from  not  having  obtained  at  the  be- 
ginning a  clear  idea  as  to  the  point  upon 
^hich  the  wit  or  humour  turned  } — —In- 
deed, there  needs  nothing  to  be  said  to 
convince  any  one,  that,  unless  he  has  a 
clear  understanding  of  the  thing  about 
which  any  discussion  takes  place,  it  is  im- 
possible for  him  to  profit  much  from  the 
discussion  itself,  and  that  he  must  attribute 
it  to  mere  good   fortune,  if  he  does  not 

come   to    aa    erroneous    conclusion. 

Therefore,  in  entering  upon  the  remarks 
that  I»now  propose  to  offer  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Liberty  of  the  Press,  it  is  neces- 
sary for  me  to  give  the  best  definition  oc 
description  in  my  power  of  the  tiling  itself; 
and  I  am  the  more  disposed  to  do  this  as  I 
ura  convinced  that  a  great  part  of  what 
every  real  friend  of  freedom  laments  to  see, 
has  proceeded  from  a  want  of  an  universal 

adoption  of  such  definition. -At  the  end 

of  this  Summary  will  be  found  a  Letter, 
signed  Puelicola,  which  I  have  extracted 
from  the  Times  News-paper.  I  commend 
the  zeal  and  admire  the  talents  of  the 
writer.  But,  though  a  good  piece  of  writ- 
ing, it  is  not  calculated  to  produce  much, 
impression  upon  the  public,  loose  as  it  is 


in  point  of  definition,  and  loaded  as  it  is 
with  references  to  nations  and  to  times,  of 
the  facts  relating  to  which  even  men  of 
reading  tan  have  but  a  very  imperfect 
knowledge. The  writer  is  to  be  com- 
mended for  his  researches  into  ancient  his- 
tory ;  but,  in  the  application  of  them  lo- 
this  subject,  I  cannot  applaud  his  taste  ; 
and,  he  will  excuse  me  if  I  express  my 
opinion,  that  such  application  has  a  ten- 
dency to  lessen  the  force  of  his  argument. 

With  men,  who  h':\ve  beea  at  great 

schools,  there  is,  too  often,  something  of 
the  school-boy  sticking  to  them  through 
li.%.  Having  had  their  education  under 
word-mongers,  they  are  extremely  fortunate 
if  they  ever  get  completely  rid  of  the  love 
of  dealing  in  the  same  ware  themselves. 
Having,  for  so  many  years,  been  accus- 
tomed to  look  upon  the  knowledge  of 
words  in  outlandish  languages  as  the  higli- 
est  of  all  human  qualifications,  it  is  no 
wonder  that  they  continue  to  think  so,  and, 
accordingly,  to  interlard  all  their  writings 
with  references  to  the  history  of  the  coun- 
tries where  those  languages  flourished, 
such  references  affording  them  an  excuse 
for  indulging  in  a  display  of  their  school- 
boy   knowledge. This   fault    is    seen 

even  in  the  signature  of  the  Letter  of 
which  I  am  speaking.  Why  "  Publico- 
"  LA  ?"  The  people  of  England,  in  gene- 
ral, do  not  know  any  thing  about  Publi- 
cola  ';  and,  if  they  did,  there  would  be  no 
good  in  the  using  of  it.  Such  sirflw^e  words 
only  serve  to  confuse  at  the  least.  With- 
out some  inquiry  the  mass  of  the  people 
cannot  understand  them  ;  and,  if  enquiry 
be  bestowed  upon  the  word,  the   thing  is 

lost   sight  of. And,   then,   why   does 

this  writer  go  to  Greece  and  Rome  for 
proofs  in  favour  of  the  liberty  of  the 
press.!'  What  did  the  Greeks  and  Ro- 
mans know  about  printing  ?  Pisistratus 
and  Socrates  and  Demosthenes  and  Cicero 
are  fine  sounding  names;  they  are  very 
well  calculated  to  make  a  nftise  in  a  sen- 
tence;  but  all  these  men  put  together  did 
not  know  «o  much  about  the  Liberty  of 
R 
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the  Press  as  my  Printer's  boy  does.     It 

is  really  ridiculous  to  see  a  sensible  man 

'  going  back  to  times  when  no   man   had 

.  ever  dreamt  of  such  a  thing  as  a  press,  in 

-Order  to  bring  proofs  of  the  necessity  of  the 

press  to  the  support  of  public  liberty ! 1 

shall  be  told,  that  the  author  does  not  pre- 
tend, that  the  press  flourished  in  Greece 
and  Rome  at  the  glorious  times  he  is 
speaking  of;  but  that  freedom  of  speech 
was  allowed,  and  that  the  liberties  of  the 
country  were  preserved  by  that.  But, 
mark  the  inference  which  may  be  drawn 
from  this :  if  you  lead  us  back  to  Greece 
and  Rome,  and  tell  us,  that,  at  such  and 
such  times,  those  countries  were  free,  and 
were  indeed  objects  of  our  vnituiion,  and 
yet  that  they  had  no  press  at  all,  does  it  not 
follow,  or,  at  least,  may  it  not,  for  any 
thing  that  you  have  shewn  to  the  con- 
trary, be  concluded,  that  we  do  not  want 
any  press  at  all? Such  are  the  dif- 
ficulties into  which  men  are  led  by  that 
schooKboy  hankering  after  the  "  learned 
languages,"  as  they  call  them,  which  in- 
duces them  to  lug  in,  upon  all  occasions, 
something  or  other  about  Greece  and 
Rome;  and  it  would  be  no  matter  of  sur- 
prise with  me,  if  I  were  to  find  one  of 
them  tracing  the  breeding  of  Old  Bake- 
wcll's  sheep  back  to  the  Greeks  and  the 
KoDians.— —  The  whole  history  of  the 
Liberty  of  the  Press  belongs  to  England, 
it  was  in  this  country  that  it  had  its  ori- 
gin. Here  it  has  flourished  at  times,  and 
at  times  has  been  almost  extinguished. 
Here  have  its  effects  been  experienced, 
and  here  been  born  and  lie  buried  the 
men  who  have  been  its  champions.  It 
its,  upon  a  subject  like  this,  of  Prynn  and 
LiLBURNE  ajid  TooKE,  and  such  men  that 
we  should  speak,  and  not  of  Socrates  and 
Demosthenes  and  Cicero  and  Pisistratus,  who 
knew  as  little  about  a  press  as  the  pt;op]e 
of  England  know  about  them.  All  such 
attempts  to  apply  this  school-boy  sort  of 
learning,  which,  in  fact,  arise,  from  the 
vanity  of  appearing  to  know  more  than 
the  people  at  large;  all  such  attempts  are 
ridiculous,  and,  when  made  in  a  case  like 
thisj  mischievQus  ;  because  they  inevita- 
bly weaken  the  argument  that  they  are 
intended  to  support;  it  being  impossible 
that  the  reader,  who  seeks  information, 
should  not  doubt  of  a  truth  which  rau?t 
appear  to  him  to  stand  in  need  of  proofs 
80  far  fetched  and  of  such  uncertain  foun- 
dation. And,  if  the  reader  happens  to 
have  read  the  works  of  ViRoifc,  from 
whom  this  writer  takes  his  motto,  ho  must 


know,  that  that  Virgil  was  one  of.  the 

basest  scoundrels  that  ever  lived  ;  one  of 
the  most  crawling  and  disgusting  parasites, 
and  a  pander  even  to  unnatural  passions 
into  the  bargain.  The  books  of  this  man, 
which  are  put  by  parsons  into  the  hands 
of  our  youth,  are  a  complete  course  of 
villainy.  They  teach  flattery,  gross,  ful- 
some, nauseous  flattery  of  an  execrabje 
t3^rant,  who  gained  his  power  by  de- 
liberate perfidy  and  murder.  They  teach 
every  species  of  vice,  and  not  very  equivo- 
cally give  countenance  to  that  horrid  vice 
which  has  grown  up  in  England  with  the 
introduction    of   foreigners   and    foreigri 

manners  and  foreign  effeminacy. And, 

yet,  it  is  from  this  author,  that  the  write) 
of  the  Letter  in  question  takes  his  ?nott»  f 
Could  he  not  have  found  mottos  in  Lilburne's 
or  Tooke's  speeches ;  or  in  the  speeches  of 
Lord  Erskine  or  Sir  Francis  Burdett  .•' 
Why  go  to  the  Romans,  and  to  this  detcs- 
able,  this  infamous  slave,  Virgil,  for  a 
motto  to  a  Letter  upon  the  Liberty  of  the 
Press  ?  Why,  this  miscreant,  if  he  were 
living  in  England,  would,  if  the  Attorney 
General  ordered  him  to  do  it,  come  with 
his  tongue  and  lick  all  the  dirt  off  his  feet 
and  off'  his  carcass  too  ;  and,  one  of  th« 
reasons  why  we  see  so  much  want  of  pub* 
lie-spirit,  and  such  a  proneness  to  abject 
submission,  amongst  so  many  of  those  who 
have  had  what  is  called  (as  it  were  ironi- 
cally) a  liberal  education,  is,  that  they 
are,  when  young,  taught  to  admire  the 
works  of  Virgil  and  Horace,  two  of  the 
basest,  most  abject,  most  self-degraded 
wretches,  that  ever  existed,  and  whose 
very  names  must  be  hateful  to  any  one 
who  is  biiicerely  engaged  in  endeavouring 

to   restore  Liberty  to  the  PieoS. But,. 

there  is  another  part  of  this  Letter,  which 
is  still  more  likel}'  to  lead  to  mischievous 
consequences.  I  allude  to  the  passage, 
where  the  writer  pronounces  n  general 
eulogittvi  on  the  Liberty  of  the  Press,  and 
ascribes  to  it  what  does  by  no  means  be- 
long to  it,  thereby  confusing  the  notions 
of  the  reader,  setting  his  mind  upon  the 
wander,  and,  which  is  still  worse,  causing 
him  to  believe,  that  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  Li'^erty  of  the  Press  where  there  is  no 

such  'hing. The  author  says,  that  "  we 

"  o^vt'  every  thing  to  the  Liberty  of  the 
"  Prt  sg ;  and  that  our  arts,  our  sciences, 
"  aiixl  our  learning,  have  all  sprung  from 
"  thi-^  source."     I  wonder  that  he  had  not 

added  the  grass  and  the  trees. In  the 

first  place,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what 
learning  means  other  than  the  arts  and 
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sciences?  This  h  another  instance  of  fhe 
absurdities  engendered  by  the  school-boy 
hankering  be^fore  spoken  of.-—-  But,  as  to 
the  main  point,  it  is  proving,  or,  rather,  an- 
serdng,  too  much  to  ascribe  all  our  arts  and 
iciences  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Press;  for,  it 
is  very  notorious,  that,  with  regard  to  the 
far  greater  part  of  the  arts  and  sciences, 
the  Liberti/  of  the  Press  has  been  of  no  con- 
sequence at  all.  What,  for  instance,  had 
the  Liberty  of  the  Press  to  do  with  the 
discoveries  of  Newton,  or  with  the  Logic 
OF  Locke,  or  with  any  of  the  discoveries 
and  inventions  in  mechanics,  in  chemistry, 
in  AGRICULTURE,  in  manufactures,  in 
navigation,  or  in  war?  What  had  the 
Liberty  of  the  Press  to  do  in  bringing  the 
New  Leicester  Sheep  to  bear  all  fat  and 
no  lean,  or  in  enabling  Mr.  Curwen  to 
make  milk  out  of  stewed  straw,  and  to 
fatten  the  poor  upon  it  ?  What  had  the 
Liberty  of  the  Press  to  do  with  all,  or 

with  any  of,  these  things  ? It  is  not 

true,  that  we  owe  any  of  the  arts  and 
sciences  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Press.  The 
French  and  the  Germans  surpass  us  in 
ir.ost  of  the  arts  and  sciences.  There  are 
very  few  in  which  they  do  not  greatly 
surpass  us ;    and,  have  they  had   such   a 

great  deal  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Press  ? 

This  question  is  a  ho7iie  one.  It  is  one 
that  must  be  answered  ;  or  the  position 

must  be  abandoned. What  had  the 

Liberty  of  the  Press  to  do  with  the  famous 
Block- Cutting  Machine  in  our  Dock  Yards, 
or  with  the  not  less  famous  Paper-Making 
Machine  ?  These  were  both  invented  by 
Frenchynen.  Besides,  it  is  well  known,  that, 
at  this  moment,  all  the  arts  and  sciences 
are  at  a  much  greater  height  in  France 
than  they  are  here.  Sir  Joseph  Banks, 
the  President  of  our  Royal  Society,  de- 
clared, when  he  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  French  Institute,  that  it  was  the  "frst 
"  literary  Society  in  the  tLorld."  And,  is 
this  writer  prepared  to  say,  that  all  this 
•xcellence  in  the  arts  and  sciences  has 
arisen  from  the  Liberty  of  the  Press  in 
France  F  Yet,  this  he  must  say,  or  he 
must  abandon  the  position,  that  zve  owe 
our  arts  and  sciences  to  the  Liberty  of  the 

Press. But,  I  may  be   asked,  why   1 

argue  against  this  position,  even  suppos- 
ing it  to  be  erroneous,  seeing  that  the 
higher  the  Liberty  of  the  Press  is  raised, 
the  greater  will  be  the  public  attachment 

to  it. In  the  first  place,  I  answer,  that 

all  error  ought  to  be  corrected  ;  and 
that,  if  I  could  succeed  in  any  object 
by  false  colouring    and  representation. 


I  would  not  employ  such  means.  —• »>■ 
But,  I  am  satisfied,  that  it  is  a  very 
great  mistake  to  suppose,  that  the  Liberty 
of  the  Press  is,  by  such  meaiis,  raised 
in  the  estimation  of  the  public ;  for, 
if  our  arts,  our  sciences,  and  our  every 
thing  good  proceed  from  the  Liberty  of  the 
Pressj  how  will  the  public  reason  upon  the 
subject  of  any  Attorney  General's  prose- 
cutions for  libel  ?  Will  they  not  say,  "aye, 
"  very  true,  that  is  a  little  hard  ;  but  yet, 
"  they  leave  us  a  great  deal  of  Liberty  of 
"the  Press;  for  any  man  may  cultivate 
"  the  arts  and  sciences.  Yes,  yes ;  we  have, 
"  after  all,  a  great  deal  of  good  out  of  this 
"  Liberty  of  the  Press,  which  gives  us  all 
"  our  arts  and  sciences,  and  we  see  them 
"flourish  exceedingly,  and,  of  course,  we 
"  have  a  pretty  fair  share  of  the  Liberty  of 
"  the  Press."-^ — Now,  I  put  it  to  the 
reader,  whether  this  is  not  the  course  of 
reasoning,  to  which  Publicola's  position, 
if  adopted,  must  inevitably  lead  ?  And, 
then  I  ask  him,  if  it  be  possible  for  any, 
the  very  bitterest,  foe  to  freedom,  and  es- 
pecially to  the  Liberty  of  the  Press,  to  sug- 
gest any  thing  more  likely  to  do  it  mis- 
chief?  If    this  notion  be   adopted,   I 

really  see  very  little  reason  to  complain  of 
what  was  done  by  the  infernal  Court  of 
Star  Chamber;  for  they  very  freely  sufll^red 
any  man  to  write  about  the  arts  and  sci- 
ences as  much  as  he  pleased.  Any  body 
might  write  against  or  for  oxygen  or  gas, 
or  carbonic  acid,  or  volatile  alkali,  or 
about  verbs  and  nouns,  and  subtraction  and 
multiplication,  or  about  the  changes  of 
the  moon,  and  the  rising  and  setting  of  the 
sun,  or  about  draining  and  watering  lands, 
or  about  hedging  and  ditching,  and  about 
breeding  and  fatting  of  cattle  and  sheep  and 
hogs  and  barn-door  fowls  and  diicks  and 
geese  and  turkies,  or  about  hunting  of  foxes 
and  hares,  and  shooting  of  birds,  or  about 
planting  woods  and  orchards,  or  about 
mnking  and  repairing  of  canals  and  roads, 
and  common  sewers  and  gutters  and  sink- 
holes. The  Court,  that  infamously  tyran- 
nical Court  of  Star  Chamber,  whose  pro- 
ceedings so  materially  assisted  in  bringing 
Charles  the  First  to  the  block,  and  some 
of  the  members  of  which  Court  came  to 
the  same  end  themselves  ;  even  that  suc- 
cession of  insolent  and  inexorable  tyrants, 
even  that  Court,  which  it  was  one  of  the 
greatest  and  most  glorious  works  of  our 
tbrefatbers  to  overthrow;  even  that  gang 
of  unjust  and  base  ruflians  in  power, /rcc^, 
very  freely  permitted  any  man  to  write 
upon  such  subjects;  very  freely  indeed, 
R  2 
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So  that,  accowling  to  "  Publicola,"  there 
-was  a  gieat  deal  of  Likrty  of  the  Press 

under  the  CourX  of  Star  Chamber. And 

■nou},  what  reason  is  there  to  complain  upon 
this  score  ?  Mr.  Finnerty,  for  instance, 
might  have  written  Gramrnarsand  .Spelling- 
books  and  I'rmmers  lo  the  day  of  his  death 
.without  being  brought  before  one  of  the 
Special  JuKiEs  at  Westminster.  He  might 
have  made  the  whole  circiiu -of  the  aftsam\ 
5c2e/;C(f5  without  giving  the  smallest  ffence. 
He  was  at  perfect  libertj/  to  do  ihis.  So  that, 
according  to  PobHcola,  Mr.  Finnerty  en- 
joyed u  f^reat  ded  of  Liberty  of  tlm  Press. 
li  Publicola,  (I  don't  like  this  outlandish 
sch  ol-hoy  name);  If  Publicola  really 
thinks  tuat  we  actually  enjoy  a  great  deal  of 
Libeity  of  the  Press,  he  is  right  in  stating 
positions  calculated  to  make  others  think 
the  same;  but,  if  he  does  not  think  .so, 
and  if  his  wish  be  not  to  make  others  think 
so,  and  if  he  desires  to  co  operate  with 
the  noble  Lord  to  whom  his  letter  is  ad- 
dressedj   he    is   certainly    making  use   of 

means    destructive   of    his    end. The 

whole  of  this  train  of  errors  in  this  writer 
arises  from  his  having  done  what  thou- 
sands have  done  before  him;  namely, 
confounded  the  Art  of  Printing,  or  the  Em- 
ployment of  the  Press,  with  the  Liberty  of 
the  Press.  It  is  very  clear,  that  the  one 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  other,  any 
more  than  the  art  of  writing,  or  the  employ- 
vient  of  tlie  pen,  has  to  do  with  the  Liberty 

of  the  Press. To  the  Art  of  Printing 

the  arts  and  iczcncea  do, indeed,  owe  much; 
but,  nothing  at  all  do  they  owe  to  the  Li- 
berty of  the  Press,  which  is  quite  another 
thing;  though  so  often  confounded  by 
fools  as  well  as  by  knaves,  nothing  being 
more  suitable  to  the  purposes  of  the  latter. 
Liberty,  actively  speaking,  means  the 


right,  or  ppwer  of  doing  with  safety  to 
yourself  that  which  is  Vi^iimdWy  disagreeable 
to,or  contrary  to  the  interests  of,  another,  be 

that  other   who  he   may. Turn  it  as 

often  as  you  please,  this  is  the  true  defi- 
nition of  Liberty  in  the  active  sense  of  the 
word.  Put  the  question  as  often  as  you 
will,  and  you  will  find,  that,  whereverthe 
liberty  to  do  a  thing  is  asserted,  there  is  a 
party  against   whose  wish  or  ifjterest  the 

contemplated  action  operates. So  of  the 

Liberty  of  the  Press,  which  means  thej-ight, 
or  power,  of  pub'ishing,  with  safety  and 
without  any  risk  to  one's  self,  that  which 
is  naturally  disagreeable  to,  or  contrary  to 
the  interests  qf,  another.  The  bounds  of 
this  liberty  is  a  question  to  be  hereafter 
fcensidered.    But,  that  it  is  this  which  is 
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meant  by  the  Liberty  of  the  Press  will  not, 

I  am  sure,  be   denied. If  you   are  to 

publish  only  that  which  offends  nobody;  if 
you  are- to  be  permitted  to  publish  nothing 
that  hurts  any  man's  feelings;  if  you  are  to 
say  not  a  word  that  any  man  in  power  can 
take  amiss;  would  it  not  be  a  mockery,  a 
base  truckling,  to  sav  that  you  enjoy^ed 
Liberty  of  the  Press  ?  Yet,  you  would  have 
Liberty  to  indulge  your  genius  for  the  arts 
•ind  sciences;  you  would  have  perfect  Li- 
berty  to  ascend  amongst  the  stars,  and,  a.<( 
the  Latin  Poets  did,  assign  some  earthly 
tyrant  a  place  there ;  you  would  have 
oceans  of  liberty  of  this  son;  you  would 
have  T^tr'.ect  liberty  to  extol  every  creature 
in  power;  and,  if  you  had  lived  in  the 
time  of  the  Star  Ciiamber,  you  would 
have  had  as  much  liberty  as  you  pleased  to 
praise  the  corrupt  and  merciless  villains 
who  succeeded  each  other  in  that  Court; 
and  whose  ohief  object  in  stifling  the  Li- 
berty of  the  Press,  was,  to  prevent  the 
people's  coming  at  a  knovvle.Llge  of  the 
true  means  by  which  they  were  plunder* 
ed,  the  members  of  the  Court  being  al- 
ways amongst  the  leading  plunderers  of 
the  day,  and  rather  than  disgorge  their 
plunder  they  were  ready  to  imprison, 
whip,  pillor)'-,  crop,  gag,  or  hang  the 
whole  of  the  people,  leaving  just  enough 
to  be  their  slaves,  to  furnish  them  with  the 
means  of  luxurious  living.  Some  of  these 
execrable  tyrants  perished  for  their  mis- 
deeds ;  and,  amongst  all  those,  on  whora 
the  just  vengeance  of  our  forefathers  fell, 
none  deserved  it  so  richly.  They  had 
shown  no  mercy  ;  they,  UNDKR  THE 
GARB  OF  LAW  AND  JUSTICE,  had 
violated  all  law  and  all  justice ;  their 
cruelties  were  of  the  most  coivurdly  kind; 
because,  while  they  inflicted  them,  they 
put  on  the  aflectation  of  compassion  and 
of  piety ;  all  their  proceedings  was  a 
tissue  of  chicanery  and  fraud ;  they  de- 
ceived the  people  into  a  quiet  acqui« 
escence  in  their  abominable  decisions. 
But,  at  last,  the  deception,  the  villainous 
fraud,  could  not  longer  avail  them;  and 
down  they  came,    covered  at   once  with 

curses  and  with    blows. Yet,  even  in 

the  time  of  this  corrupt  and  infamouc 
Court,  no  man  was  prevented  from  writing 
upon  the  arts  and  sciences;  no  man  was  pre- 
vented from  writing  in  praise  of  the  King 
or  his  French  wife  or  any  of  her  crew. 
There  was  full  Liberty  qf  the  Press,  for  all 
these  purposes,  even  in  the  time  of  tb« 
Star  Chamber  Court.  But,  when  a  man  ac- 
cused the  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon  of  briberyt, 
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he  was  pilloried,  wliipped,  tortured,  and 
imprisoned  for  life,  where  he  died  and  his 
familj'  starved,  thougii  the  villain  Bacon 
had  been  guiltij  of  bribery  a  Inmdred  times. 
There  are  people,  particularly  Lawyers, 
who  speak  compassionately  of  this  cor- 
rupt Judge  ;  but  I  never  heard  of  any  one 
of  them  who  pitied  this  poor  man  and  his 

latnily. It  would  be    a  most  valuable 

thinsr  to  collect  together  an  account  of 
all  the  corrupt  and  tyrannical  Jitd'^es  that 
have  lived  m  England,  and  put  it  nito  a 
small  book  f'  r  the  use  of  Schools.  The 
lives  and  aci  ions  of /)ef(j^  ruffians  are  bla 
zoned  forth  in  all  manner  of  ways  ;  why 
not  those  of  the  great  ones  ?  A  very  nice 
and  useful  volume  might  be  made  upon 
this  subject,  and  it  would  do  a  grea^  deal 
more  good  than  the  Book  of  Martyrs  evfer 

did. 'This   poor  man,  who,   and  whose 

family,  were  murdered  by  inches,  because 
he  wrote  the  truth  about  Bacon's  bri- 
bery, might  have  written  upon  the  arts 
and  sciences  for  his  whole  life  time.  He 
had  full  liberty  to  write  in  praise  of  this 
corrupt  Judge;  but  he   had  no  liberty  to 

disclose    his    bribery. Enough    has.  1 

hope,  now  been  said  to  show,  that  the  be- 
ing able  with  safety  to  publish  Spelling- 
books  and  horn  books  and  farming  and 
planting  and  sporting  and  chemical  and 
astronomical  and  geometrical  and  arith- 
metical books  ;  enough  has,  I  hope,  been 
said  to  shew  that  the  being  able,  with 
safety,  to  publish  such  books  is  not  worthy 
of  being  called  Liberty  of  the  Press.  This 
is  a  Liberty  of  the  Press,  which  is  now  most 
fully  tolerated  by  the  Emperor  of  France, 
which  was  never  refused  by  the  Spanish 
Inquisition,  which  is  not  refused  by  the 
government  of  Russia,  or  even  by  that  of 

Sicily. But,  this  is  not  Liberty  of  the 

Press.  It  has  nothmg  to  do  with  liberty, 
any  more  than  fiddling  or  whistling  has; 
any  more  than  threshing  corn  or  making 
shoes  has  to  do  with  liberty.  It  is  the 
using  of  the  press;  it  is  the  using  of  the 
same  machine  that  is  made  use  of  for  exer- 
cising the  Liberty  of  the  Press  ;  the  same 
sort  of  types  are  made  use  of  to  be  sure  ; 
but,  to  call  it  Liberty  of  the  Press  to  be  able 
with  safety  to  publish  a  spelling  book  or  a 
psalter  or  the  story  of  Goody  Two  Shoes, 
merely  because  they  are  printed  by  the 
same  sort  of  machine  as  a  censure  upon 
the  conduct  of  a  public  man  is  printedj  is 
as  stupid  as  it  would  be  to  insist  that  oat- 
meal is  the  same  thing  as  wheat-meal, 
merely  because  both  have  been  ground  in 
th«  same  mill.— No,  where  there  is,  on  the 


part  of  nobody,  any  objection  or  dislike  to 
the  thing  that  you  publish,  there  is  nothing 
worthy  of  being  called  Liberty  of  the  Press. 
It  is  a  farce,  and  a  despicable  farce,  to  talk 
about  Li"6^(y  of  the  Press,  if  you  are  al- 
lowed i(»  do  nothing  that  any  man  can  feel 
offended  at.     Scandalous   mockery  to   call 

this  Liberty  of  the  Press. There  is  a 

distinction  between  private  hnd  public  mab* 
ters  ;  but,  it  may  sufely  be  asserted,  that, 
as  to  the  bounds  to  which  men  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  go  as  to  private  matters  i\nd  ^s 
to  all  persons,  that  U  no  rational  and  safe 
bounilary  but  truth;  and  that,  as  to  the 
public  conduct,  and  as  to  the  character,  of 
men  who  are  entrusted  with  the  nianage- 
ment  of  public  affairs,  if  these  cannot  be 
freely  discussed  ;  if  there  be  any  other 
limit  than  that  of  ^?'mM  to  discussions  of  this 
sort,  there  can  be  no  Lifrcr(y  of  the  Press, 
though  there  may  be  a  great  deal  of  writ- 
ing aboutmechanics  and  chemistry.  Free- 
ly to  discuss  the  characters,  the  conduet,  and 
the  measures  of  MEN  IN  POWER;  if  this 
can  be  done,  if  a  true  picture  of  them  all 
can  be  exhibited  to  the  public,  if  this 
can  be  done  by  the  means  of  the  press, 
and  withoiit  exposing  the  person  who  doe« 
it  to  any'  risk  ol"  loss  of  property  or 
liberty  ;  if  this  can  bedone,  there  is  Liber- 
'ty  of  the  Press;  if  it  cannot,  there  is  none. 
— — In  a  future  Number,  I  will  endeavour 
to  show  what  has  been  heretofore,  and  what 
must  always  naturally  be  the  consequence 
of  stifling  this  liberty. 


Ameuican  States;- 


-The 


papers,  in- 
serted in  another  part  of  this  Number,  will 
show,  that  the  Americans  are  not  very 
well  contented  with  the  conduct  of  France, 
who  appears  to  have  been  putting  on  with 
one    Imnd   what  she  has  been  taking  off 

with  the  other. But,  in  the  meanwhile 

the  intercourse  with  England  is  stopped, 
and  those  who  have  all  along  supported 
the  Pitt  system,  will  now  have  to  make 

the  best  of  it. The  last  Stoppage  did 

not  affect  them  so  much.  The  Continent 
was  open  then.  Now  it  is  closed  against 
us.  And,  with  America  closed  too,  we 
shall  be  able  to  see  a  little  what  stuff  com- 
merce IS  made  of. The  system  of  the 

Emperor  Napoleon  has  completely  sijc- 
teeded  as  to  the  cutting  off  of  our  com- 
merce. He  has  done  it;  and  it  is  quite 
useless  for  us  to  attempt  to  swagger  any 
more  about  it.  He  will  suffer  no  more 
commerce  between  ns  and  the  Continent; 
so  that  this  war,  which  was  begun  19  years 
ago  by  "the  ^reat  siatesman  now  no  more/* 


459] 


POUTICAL  REGlSTER.-'Libertyo/the  Press. 


[4€0 


for  the  purpose  of  engrossing  all  the  com- 
merce of  the  world,  has  already  (and  it  is 
not  nearly  over)  cut  \is  completely  off  from 
the  continent  of  Europe  and  tlie  United  States 

of  America. What  a  |)ity  it  was  that 

Pitt  died  so  soon !  Would  to  God  he 
could  be  raised  up  and  kept  upon  earth  for 
a  couple  or  three  years  longer! How- 
ever, there  will  be  his  monument.  We 
shall  have  that  to  go  and  look  at.  That 
monument  is  my  mark.— —I  am  by  no 
nieansof  opinion,  that  the  loss  of  commerce 
will  be  any  injury  to  England,  in  the  end  ; 
but,  it  will  produce  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
tress in  the  meanwhile ;  and,  as  to  the 
PITT  SYSTEM,  it  will  give  it  a  severe 
•hock.— —This  system  has,  indeed,  many 
things  to  encounter.  All  its  natural  con- 
sequences, its  harvest  of  evils,  are  now 
coming  tumbling  in.  The  seeds  were 
sown  by  Pitt  and  his  worthy  associate 
DuNDAs.  They  began  with  the  famous 
India  Bill,  26  years  ago.  Some  were 
sown  sooner  and  some  later,  but  their  fruit 
are  now  beginning  to  ripen  and  drop  in 

one  after  another. The  system  is  in  its 

agonies.  It  reels  and  plunges  and  flings 
about,  and  exhibits  all  the  signs  of  disso- 
lution. As  its  end  approaches,  its  exacer- 
bations will  be  more  frequent  and  more 
strong;  its  plunges  will,  become  more 
desperate  ;    but  its  death  will  be  the  more 

signal  and  the  more  satisfactory. For 

my  part,  I  see  no  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  loss  of  commerce,  which 
has  been  one  of  the  greatest  enemies  of  pub- 
lic liberty  for  the  last  20  years,  and  wiiicb, 
as  long  as  this   system  exists,  must  and 

will    continue  so. Many  people,  and 

indeed,  almost  every  body,  would  seem  to 
think,  that  ihis  stoppage  to  commerce 
is  merely  iemporai-j/.  They  will  find  it  du- 
rable. They  will  never  see  things  as  they 
have  been.  The  intercourse  wiih  America 
may  "be  re-opened  ;  but,  with  the  conti- 
nent, which  was  the  great  outlet,  it  will  not 
be  re-opened  ;  and,  my  opinion  is,  that  it 
will  not  be  re-o;:)ened  in  peace  any  more 
than  in  war.  I  do  not  see  wh}-  it  should. 
— ■ — But,  again  I  say,  the  loss  of  commerce 
will  produce  no  iiijury  to  the  country, 

Portugal. — The  War.— —This  is  be- 
come a  very  dull  afiair.  The  news  of  Ser- 
jeant Junot's  death  gave  us  a  little  life  for 
a,  few  days ;  but,  finding  him  to  be  alive, 
we  are  become  very  deacl  again. — — The 
London  venal  prints  have  recently  been 
endeavouring  to  make  it  out  that  Serjeant 
Massenet  is  in  a  bad  state,  and^  tp  h«ar 


them,  one  would  have  no  doubt  of  his  soon 
being  compelled  to  surrender  at  discre- 
tion.  1  wonder  what  they  will  say,  if 

Viscount  Talavera  should  be  obliged  to 
come  home  with  his  array  and  leave  Mas- 
sena  and  his  army  in  Portugal !  I  wonder 
what  they  will  say.  Will  they  tell  the 
"  fashionable  world"  and  the  old  blood- 
sucking Anti-Jacobins,  that  Lord  Talavera 
is  still  "  drawing  Massena  after  him  f"  I 
really  should  not  be  surprized  if  they  were  ; 
and  if  they  were  to  add  a  charge  of  cow- 
ardice against  Massena  because  he  drd  not 
follow.  There  is  nothing  too  gross  to  be  ex- 
pected. Nothing  that  ought  to  excite  sur- 
prize after  what  we  have  heard  from  these 
men  upon  this  subject.— —There  are  cer- 
tain rumours  afloat  as  to  the  state  of  our. 
army ;  but,  of  one  thing  I  am  pretty  cer- 
tain, and   that  is,  that  we  are  at  an  enoT' 

mous    expaice  in   supporting    it. Mr. 

Lambe,  in  the  debate  on  the  Address,  ob- 
served, that  the  war  bad  lagged,  on  the 
part  of  France,  of  late  years  !  Really  I  do 
not  know  what  this  gentleman  would  have 
of  France.  She  has,  within  these  six 
moRths,  since  I  have  been  in  Newgate,  at 
any  rate,  united  Holland  to  herself,  taken 
possession  of  the  Hans  Towns,  put  a  Prince 
upon  the  throne  of  Sweden,  made  great 
progress  in  the  conquest  of  Spain,  and 
taken  possession  of  nineteen-  twentieths  of 
Portugal,  whUe,  on  the  other  hand,  she 
has  fitted  out,  during  the  same  space  of 
time,  many  ships  of  war,  and  has  raised 

sailors  to   man   them. Yet,  it  seems, 

that  this  is  7iot  fast  enough  for  Mr.  Lambe. 
He  thinks  the  war  lags ;  he  is  not  con- 
tented, it  would  seem,  unless  Napoleon 
conquers  a  kingdom  every  month. — — Ohj 
no  !  It  does  not  lag,  Mr,  Lam  re.  Iti.<«  go- 
ing very  rapidly  on.  Q,uite  rapidly  enough 
for  us  in  all  conscience,  and  so  you  wili 
think,  in  a  very  kw  years  lime,  or  I  au\ 
much  deceived. 

W^.  COBBETT. 
State  Prison,  Newgate, 
Friday,  22nd  Feb.  1811. 

LIBERTY  OF  THE  PRESS, 

From  the  Times  Neus  paper  of  the  20th  Feh^ 

1811. 

TO   THE 
KIGHT  HON.  LORD  HOLLAND. 

Semper  hunus,  nQUjeuque  tuuro,  laudescjue,  tnane-> 
bunt.  Virg. 

My  Lord;-— As, it  is .utiiversally  agreed, 
that  we  are  npt  born  fofpiicselyes,! nor  our 
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privj^te  advantage,  butfor  the  general  good 
of  civil  soqiety  ;  so  it  is  declared  by  one 
of  the  most  illustrious  characters  *  that 
ever  lived,  that  no  work  can  be  so  great  or 
excellent  among  men,  as  that  of  a  states- 
luan  who  makes  the  freedom  and  happi- 
ness of  his  citizens  the  grand  object  of  all 
his  designs.  Such  a  man  as  this  is,  indeed, 
a  Great  Man  :  he  is  the  Great  Man  whom 
Sir  Samuel  Romilly  described  a  short  time 
back,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  when 
some  observations  were  made  upon  these 
words; — he  is  the  Great  Man  whom  your 
Lordship's  ever-to-be-lamented  Relative 
manifested  in  his  life  and  actions ;  and, 
unless  others  as  well  as  myself  are  much 
deceived,  he  is  the  great  man  whom  your 
Lordship,  in  j'our  own  character,  will  ex- 
hibit to  the  world-  This  eulogium,  my 
Lord,  sincere  and  merited  as  it  is,  need  not 
offend  yourdelicacy.  Praise  isdueto  him 
who  exerts  himself  for  the  good  of  his 
country  ;?and  as  it  is  a  noble  testimony  in  his 
favour,  so  it  is  a  mark  of  gratitude  in  those 
who  bestow  it  upon  him.  Demosthenes 
expressed  great  satisfaction  when  the  old 
woman  at  Athens  pointed  at  him  and  said, 
*'  That  is  Demosthenes :"  so  Pliny  de- 
clares, that  though  he  had  often  been  ap- 
plauded by  the  Centumvirate  for  his  plead- 
ing, yet  he  never  was  more  highly  grati- 
fied, than  when  one  of  his  countrymen 
pointed  him  out  to  a  stranger,  and  said, 
«  That  is  Pliny."  "  Truly,"  says  he,  "  I 
*'  am  pleased  with  it,  and  I  dare  own  I  am  : 
"  for  1  am  not  afraid  of  appearing  vain, 
«*  when  I  represent,  not  what  I  think  of 
"  myself,  but  what  others  think  of  me."f 
— My  Lord,  the  motion  which  your  Lord- 
ship has  just  made  in  the  House  of  Peers, 
*'  for  an  account  of  the  number  of  informa- 
tions filed  ex  officio  by  the  Attorney-gene- 
ral," deserves  the  thanks  and  applause  of 
every  friend  to  his  country.  The  great 
number  of  informations  which  of  late  years 
have  been  filed  against  public  writers,  can- 
not but  fill  us  with  apprehensions  for  the 
safety  and  freedom  of  the  press.  But  it  is 
not  here  that  the  mischief  rests.  It  is  said, 
that  informations  are  sometimes  filed, 
which  are, not  afterwards  prosecuted  to  ef- 
fect. The  party,  who,  in  'he  first  instance, 
is  supposed  to  have  offended,  is  put  to 
great  expence  ;  he  is  kept  in  a  state  of 
continual  uueasinessand  alarm  ;  and,  more 
than  this,  his  mind  becomes  fettered  and 
restrained.     To  write  again,  would,  per- 


■^  Cic.  Frag,  de  Repub.  b.  v. 
t  Piin,  Epist.  lib.  ix.  ep.  23. 


haps,  be  a  matter  of  serious  consequence 
to  him.  It  may  afterwards  be  said  that  he 
continued  to  agitate  a  subject  against 
which  he  had  been  cautioned  ;  and  that 
the  repetition  of  the  ofl'ence  imputed  to 
him  calls  for  a  severer  punishment.  But, 
suppose  after  all,  that  he  has  not  com- 
mitted any  error ;  suppose  he  has  not 
written  any  thing  that  is  "  tangibly"  libeU 
lous ;  what  are  the  consequences  both  to 
himself  and  to  the  country  ?  The  one  is 
prevented  from  continuing  his  duty,  by 
the  impression  of  a  prosecution  hanging- 
over  his  head;  while  the  other  is  deprived 
of  the  benefit  of  his  labour  and  services; 
Nothing,  therefore,  should  be  done  which 
may  carry  the  appearance  of  having  been 
done  only  in  terrore^n  ;  and,  at  all  events, 
the  innocent  party  should  be  compensated 
for  the  sacrifices  he  has  incurred.  I  trust, 
that  your  Lordship's  motion  will  produce 
these  benefits  :  and  that  your  subsequent 
endeavours  will  have  the  effect  of  establish- 
ing and  securing  theliberty  of  the  press. 
— My  Lord,  the  liberty  of  the  press  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  both  to  our  safety 
and  our  reputation.  To  the  exercise  of  this 
privilege  we  owe  whatever  we  possess  :  our 
national  honour  and  prosperity,  our  person- 
al security,  ourarts,  our  sciences  and  learn- 
ing, have  all  sprung  from  this  source.  Nor 
are  these  blessings  and  results  peculiar  to 
ourselves.  They  have  been  the  same  in 
every  country  where  freedom  and  letters 
have  been  cultivated  and  revered.  It  is 
liberty  that  cherishes  learning,  and  stimu- 
lates the  arts ;  and  no  longer  than  the  far- 
mer exists  can  the  latter  prevail  and  flou- 
rish. Deeply  impressed  with  the  convic- 
tion of  this  great  truth,  I  would  venture  to 
address  your  Lordship,  no  less  as  a  scholar 
than  as  a  lover  of  liberty  ;  and,  by  taking 
a  brief,  but  faithful,  vieV  of  the  ancient 
and  present  state  of  Greece  and  Rome, 
as  well  as  of  this  country,  1  would  shew, 
that  as  the  two  former  acquired  their 
strength  in  arms,  and  reputation  in  arts, 
from  the  toleration  and  encourageuu-nt 
of  freedom  of  speech  ;  so  they  lost 
them  again,  when  they  lost  that  Ireedom 
of  speech  :  and  hence  I  would  deuion- 
strate,  that  the  same  may  be  expected  to 
be  our  fate,  whenever  we  are  deprived  of 
'  the  liberty  of  the  press— a  fate,  which,  I 
am  sure,  your  Lordship  cannot  be  too  soli- 
ciious  to  prevent. — My  Lord,  if  we  look 
hack  to  the  time  when  learning  and  sci- 
ence flourished  most  in  Greece,  we  shall 
find  it  to  have  been  when  the  Athenians 
hud  delivered  themselves  from  the  tyranny 
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of  Pisistratus,  and,  after  this,  had  defeated 
the  vast  efforts'of  the  Persians  ;  and  that, 
against  two  successive  invaders,  Darius 
and  Xerxes.  Then  did  they  begin  to  cul- 
tivate letters  and  philosophy  :  then  did 
they  prove  themselves  the  wisest  and  most 
polite,  as  they  had  just  shewn  themselves 
to  be  the  bravest  of  men.  "  In  the  short 
space  of  little  more  than  a  century,"  says 
Mr.  Harris,  ,"  they  became  such  states- 
men, warriors,  orators,  historians,  physi- 
cians, poets,  critics,  painters,  sculptors, 
architects,  and  (last  of  all)  philosophers, 
that  one  can  hardly  help  considering  that 
golden  period,  as  a  providential  event  in 
honour  of  human  nature,  to  shevvto  what 

fierfecticn  the  species  might  ascend."* 
n  this  time,  we  find  the  parent  and  prince 
of  moral  philosophy,  Socrates;  who,  from 
his  universal  benevolence,  and  extensive 
knowledge  of  mankind  delivered  this  admi- 
rable saying  :  "  The  Sun  might  as  easily 
be  spared  from  the  Universe,  as  free  speech 
from  the  liberal  institutions  of  society."! 
At  this  time,  therefore,  liberty  of  speech 
prevailed  ;  and  we  read,  that,  some  time 
after,  when  Tittioleon  found  the  people  of 
Syracuse  greatly  oppressed  and  totally  de- 
prived of  this  liberty,  he  delivered  them 
from  the  tyranny  of  Dionysius,  declaring, 
"  That  the  primary  motive  to  all  his  pain- 
ful enterprises  had  been  the  security  of 
free  speech  to  the  meanest  citizen  :"%  and, 
in  consequence  of  this  doctrine,  he  would 
not  punish  a  man  who  presumed  to  inves- 
tigate the  motives  of  his  conduct.  Just  at 
this  period  shone  forth  Demosthenes  ;  an 
orator,  who  was  continually  exhorting  his 
countrymen  to  maintain  their  freedom  of 
speech,  and  not  to  be  deceived  by  the 
flattery  or  misrepresentations  of  venal 
writers.  Happy  would  it  have  been  for 
the  Athenians  had  they  taken  his  advice; 
hut  some  artful  and  designing  politicians 
found  means  to  corrupt^  the  people,  and 
employed  writers  to  deceive  them  ;  that 
is,  to  make  them  believe  they  were  in  no 
danger  of  losing  their  liberties,  even  at  the 
very  moment  when  they  were  ready  to 
expire.  "Whilst  sycophants  and  hire- 
lings," says  Demosthenes  to  his  country- 
men, "  are  encouraged  and  rewarded,  the 
true  patriot,  who  has  no  other  end  than 
your  good,  is  falsely  accused  and  suspect- 
ed, and  delivered  up  as  a  sacrifice.  Let 
me  tell  you  (adds  he),  till  some  legal 
i-edrcss  can  be  had  of  this  grievance,  the 
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very  best  of  your  citizens  will  be  pnnished 
for  the  freedom  of  his  advice,  if  he  is  so 
mad  as  to  give  it: — but  who  will  be  a 
friend,  when  he  is  sure  to  be  treated  like 
an  enemy  ?"*  This  language  may  very 
justly  be  applied  to  ourselves  at  this  day; 
and  it  will  be  well  for  us,  if  we  pay  more 
attention  to  it  than  the  Athenians  did. 
For  what  were  the  consequences;  Alelx-' 
ander  advanced  and  conquered  them. 
From  that  tinae,  they  were  no  longer  the 
bold  and  eloquent,  the  learned  and  philo* 
sophical  people  which  their  ancestors  had 
been.  Some  few  men  appeared  who  pos- 
sessed superior  talents;  but  then  it  must  be 
remembered,  that  even  these  were  horn  be- 
fore the  time  of  Alexander's  conques-t,  and 
had  been  bred  and  educated  in  the  princi- 
ples of  liberty.  To  this  alone  are  we  to  at- 
tribute their  genius  and  their  talents  ;  for, 
some  ages  after,  we  find  that  elegant  writer 
"  On  the  Sublime,"  declaring,  that  "  it  is 
liberty  which  produces  fine  sentiments  in 
men  of  genius;  it  invigorates  their  hopes, 
excites  an  honourable  emulation,  and  in- 
spires an  ambition  and  thirst  of  excel- 
ling f."  Unhappily,  that  eminent  writer 
(a  singular  exception  to  his  age)  felt  this 
truth  from  his  own  experience  ;  and, 
therefore,  he  pathetically  exclaims,  "  But 
for  our  parts,  we  were  born  in  subjection, 
in  lawful  subjection,  it  is  true,  to  arbitrary 
government.  Hence,  the  prevailing  man- 
ners made  too  strong  an  impression  on  our 
infant  minds,  and  the  infection  was  sucJced 
in  with  the  milk  of  our  nurses.  We  have 
never  tasted  liberty,  that  copious  and  fer- 
tile source  of  all  that  is  beautiful,  and  of 
all  that  is  great ;  and  hence  we  are  no- 
thing but  pompous  flatterers.  Never  yet 
did  a  slave  become  an  orator.  His  spirit 
being  eflectually  broken,  the  timorous 
vassal  will  still  be  uppermost;  the  habit 
of  subjection  continually  overawes  and 
beats  down  his  genius.  Thus  I  have  heard 
(if  what  I  have  heard  in  this  case  may 
deserve  credit),  that  the  cases  in  which 
dwarfs  are  kept,  not  only  prevent  the 
future  growth  of  those  who  are  enclosed 
in  them,  but  diminish  what  bulk  they 
already  have,  by  too  close  constriction  of 
their  parts.  So  slavery,  be  it  never  ^o 
easy,  is  slavery  still,  and  may  deservedly 
be  called  the  prison  of  the  soul,  and  the 
public  dungeon  j." — Such,  then,  were  the 
Greeks  in  their  days  of  liberty,  such   in 
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iheii'  days  of  slavery.  At  last  they  were 
conquered  by  the  Turks.  And  what  are 
they,  at  this  moment,  under  the  yoke  of 
those  barbarous  infidels  ?  Let  us  he-ar  a 
well-informed  eastern  traveller: — "The 
Greeks  are  never  admitted  by  the  Turks 
to  the  rights  of  felluv^-citizen'i  or  fellow- 
subjects,  unless  they  abjure  their  religion 
and  their  country-  They  are  slaves;  and, 
as  according  to  their  law,  the  Turks  have 
a  right,  at  all  times,  to  put  to  death  their 
prisoners,  the  conquered,  and  their  poste- 
rity for  ever,  are  obliged  annually  to  re- 
deem their  heads  by  paying  the  price  set 
on  them.  They  are  excluded  from  all 
offices  in  the  State.  It  is  death  for  a 
conquered  Greek  to  marry  a  Turkish 
woman.  They  are  in  every  respect 
treated  as  enemies.  They  are  still  called 
and  distinguished  by  the  nanie  of  their 
ration  ;  and  a  Turk  is  never  called  a 
Greek,  though  his  family  should  have 
been  settled  for  generations  in  that  coun- 
try. The  testimony  of  a  Greek  is  not  valid 
in  a  Court  of  Judicature,  when  contrasted 
with  that  of  a  Turk.  They  are  dis- 
tinguished by  a  different  dress.  It  is 
death  to  wear  the  same  apparel  as  a  Turk. 
Even  their  houses  are  painted  of  a  dif- 
ferent colour  *."  Such,  my  Lord,  is  the 
condition  of  the  Greeks;  such  the  misera- 
ble condition  of  men,  whose  ancestors 
were  powerful,  learned,  brave,  and  happy  ; 
and  whose  Poets,  Historians,  '^••ators,  and 
Philosophers  are,  and  will  coniuuiO  to  be, 
as  long  as  letters  preserve  any  estimation, 
the  objects  of  our  study,  our  admiration, 
and  delight.  May  the  hand  of  Provi- 
dence speedily  deliver  these  oppressed 
and  wretched  people  from  the  iron  j'^oke 
of  their  detestable  rulers  !  May  some 
brave  and  generous  nation,  lovers  of  liber- 
ty, and  anxious  for  the  happiness  of  their 
tellow-creatur6s,  restore  these  descendants 
of  Aiheas  and  Lacedsenion  to  the  blessings 
of  liberty  and  peace  f  !      The  cause    of 

*  Eton's  '  Survey  of  the  Turkish  Em- 
pire.' 

t  That  the  Greeks  have  still  before  their 
eyes  the  images  of  their  ancient  heroes, 
may  be  gathered  from  the  following  anec- 
dote, related  by  James  Harris,  Esq. 
"  When  the  late  Mr.  Anson  (Lord  Anson's 
brother)  was  upon  his  travels  in  the  East, 
he  hired  a  vessel  to  visit  the  Isle  of  Tene- 
dos.  His  pilot,  an  old  Greek,  as  they 
were  sailing  along,  said,  with  some  satis- 
faction, "There 'twas  our  fleet  lay  !"  Mr. 
Anson  demanded,  "  What  fleet  ?"  "  What 
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Christianity,  as  well  as  the  cau.se  of  liberty 
and  letters,  impel  me  to  offer  up  this 
prayer.  But,  alas  !  the  Freedom  of  the 
Press  does  not  exist  in  Turkey.  The  op- 
pressed and  wretched  Greeks  may  grieve 
in  silence,  but  thev  dare  not  speak,  per- 
haps dare  not  look,  what  ihey  suller  from 
the  barbarous  Mahommedans. — May  such 
never  be  the  fate  of  Englishmen  !  How- 
ever, I  will  not  undertake  to  answer  for  it. 
Had  the  conquerors  of  Darius  and  Xerxes 
been  told,  that  their  posterity  would  be 
brought  to  their  present  deplorable  con- 
dition, they  would  have  believed  it  as 
little  as  some  may  now  be  inclined  to 
think  we  shall  ever  be  reduced  to  a  like 
situation.  But  as  we  have  seen  by  what 
means  the  Greeks  losttheirlib-erty, namely, 
by  losing  the  freedom  of  Speech,  let  us 
take  warning  from  their  example,  and  be 
watchful  of  our  rights  and  privileges. 
''  The  example  of  others,"  saj's  Tacitus, 
"  is  the  school  of  wisdom  *."     Publicola. 
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America  and  France. — Papers  relating  to 
the  Commerce  between  them.     Laid  be- 
fore Congress.   3 15/  Dec.  1811. 

Translation    of    a  Decree   of  the   15    (9) 
Juli/,  1810. 

Thirty  or  forty  American  vessels  may 
import  into  France  (under  licence)  cotton, 
fish-oil,  dye  wood,  salt  fish,  cod  fish, 
hides,  and  peltry.  They  may  export 
wines,  brandy,  silks,  linens,  cloths,  jew- 
elry, houshold  furniture,  and  other  manu- 
factured articles.  They  can  only  depart 
from  Charlestown  and  New  York,  under 
the  obligation  of  bringing  with  them  a 
gazette  of  the  day  of  their  departure 
(American  Gazette)  ;  moreover  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  origin  of  the  merchandize, 
given  by  the  French  Consul,  containing  a 
sentence  in  cypher.  The  French  mer- 
chants who  shall  cause  these  vessels  to 
come,  must  prove  that  they  are  con- 
cerned in  the  fabrics  of  PariSj  Rouen,  and 
other  towrls." 

General  Tur^eau  to  3Ir.  Smith,  Washington, 
21  ih  Nov.  1810. 

Sir. — Since  our  last  conversation  rela- 
tive to  the  certificates   of  origin  givt-n  by 

fleet !"  replied  the  ola  man  (a  liitlp  Digued 
at  the  questici.) .  "  why  our  Gre„i-a  fleet 
at  the  siege  of  Troy."  " 
*  Tacit.  Ann.  1.  4.  c.  33. 
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the  Consuls  of  his  Majesty,  in  the  United 
States,  I  have  collected  and  read  over  the 
different  orders  of  ray  Court  on  that  sub- 
ject, and  asked  of  the  Cohsul  General  of 
France,  those  which  he  might  have  re- 
ceived directly  on  this  part  of  the  service, 
so  essential  for  the  security'  of  your  ex- 
portations.— It  results  from  the  instruc- 
tions which  I  have  received  directly,  and 
from  those,  that  have  been  sent  to  the  Con- 
sul General,  that  the  Consuls  of  his  Majesty 
in  the  United  States,  do  not  deliver,  nor 
must  not  hereafter  deliver,  under  any  pre- 
text, any  certificate  of  origin  to  American 
vessels  destined  for  any  port  other  than 
those  of  France  ;  that  they  deliver  them, 
and  will  deliver  them  hereafter,  to  all 
American  vessels,  destined  for  the  ports  of 
France,  loaded  only  with  the  produce  of 
the  United  States  ;  that  all  the  certificates 
anterior  to  the  last  instructions,  attributed 
to  the  Consuls  of  his  Majesty,  and  which 
it  is  pretended  were  given  for  colonial 
produce  thatevidently  came  from  England, 
have  been  challenged  as  false  ((argues  de 
faux),  inasmuch  as  the  English  publicly 
fabricate  papers  of  this  sort  at  London.— 
This,  Sir,  is  all  that  it  is  possible  for  me 
to  say  to  you,  at  present,  respecting  cer- 
tificates of  origin. — I  cannot  doubt  but  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  will 
see  in  these  regulations  of  my  Court,  an 
intention,  distinctly  pronounced,  of  fa- 
vouring the  commercial  relations  between 
France  and  the  United  States,  in  all  the 
objects  of  trafiic  which  shall  evidently 
proceed  from  their  agriculture  or  manu- 
factures.—You  will  readily  perceive,  Sir, 
that  in  giving  this  latitude  to  the  mutually 
advantageous  relations  of  the  two  friendly 
people,  the  Emperor  cannot  depart  from 
ihe  system  of  exclusion  against  English 
commerce,  without  losing  the  advantages 
which  his  Majesty  and  the  allied  powers 
must  necessarily  expect  from  it.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  &c. 
(Signed)  Turreau. 

'thi  Secretary  of  State  to  General  Turreau- 
Department  of  State,  Nov.   28,  181 0. 

Sir.— I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiv- 
ing your  letter  ot  yesterday,  stating  that, 
the  French  Consuls  in  the  United  States 
are  at  this  time  authorised  to  deliver  cer- 
tificates of  origin  only  to  such  American 
vessels  as  are  bound  lo  some  port  of  Fiance, 
and  as  are  laden  with  the  produce  of  the 
United  States. — It  will  afford  satisfaction 
to  our  merchants  to  know,  nnd,  therefore, 
I  have  to  request  you  ^o  intoxni  me,  whe- 


ther, in  American  vessels,  having  such 
certificates  of  origin,  they  can  export  to 
France  every  kind  of  produce  of  the 
United  States,  and  especially  cotton  and 
tobacco. — In  addition  to  the  intelligence 
communicated  in  your  letter,  in  relation 
to  the  certificates  of  origin,  I  have  the 
hojiour  of  asking  from  you  information 
upon  the  following  questions  ;— -Ist.  Have 
not  the  French  Consuls  been  in  the  prac- 
tice, under  the  authority  of  the  French 
government,  of  delivering  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  certificates  of  origin 
for  American  vessels  bound  to  the  ports 
of  France,  and  of  her  Allies,  and  laden 
with  either  collonial  produce,  or  the  pro- 
duce of  the  United  Slates  ? — 2d.  Have  ihe 
French  Consuls  in  the  United  States  lately 
received  Irom  the  French  government,  in- 
structions not  to  deliver  such  certificates  of 
origin  for  American  vessels,  and  at  what 
time  did  they  receive  such  instructions  .-*— 
3d., At  what  time  did  the  French  Consuls 
cease  to  issue  certificates  of  origin  to 
American  vessels,  in  pursuance  of  in- 
structions from  their  government,  in  cases 
of  destination  to  ports  of  the  Allies  of 
France  ?— These  facts  being  connected 
with  questions  interesting  to  our  mer- 
chants in  foreign  tribunals,  your  goodness 
will  pardon  the  resort  to  your  aid  in  ascer- 
taining them.— I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

R.  Smith. 

General  Turreau  to  Blr.  Smith.     Washington^ 
Dec.  12,  18!U. 

Sir;  If  I  have  not  replied  sooner  to  the 
letter  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
write  to  me  ou  the  28th  of  last  month,  it  is 
because  I  have  sought  information  from 
the  Consul-general  of  his  Majesty,  whe- 
ther he  had  not  received  directly  instruc- 
tions more  recent  than  those  which  I  had 
transmitted  to  him  ;  and  also  to  enable  me 
to  give  a  positive  answer  to  the  questions- 
contained  in  the  letter  referred  to  above. 
— I  reply.  Sir,  to  the  first  of  your  ques- 
tions, that  M.  M.  the  Consuls  of  his  Ma- 
jesty to  the  United  States  have  always  de- 
livered certificates  of  origin  to  American 
vessels  for  the  ports  of  France  :  tUey  did 
it  in  execution  of  a  decree  of  his  Majesty 
of  the  1st  of  Messidor,  of  the  year  II. — 
M.  M.  the  French  Consuls  have  also  deli- 
vered them  to  vessels  destined  for  ntutral 
or  allied  ports,  wht-never  they  have  been 
required  of  them.  This,  measure  was  sanc- 
tioned and  authorised  bv  a  circular  dis- 
patch of  his  Exc»^ Henry  tlie  Minister  of 
Foreign  Relations,  under  date  of  the  20tU 
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April,  1808.  This  dispatch  prescribes 
the  formalities  to  be  gone  through  for  the 
certificates,  delivered  in  such  cases.— I 
proceed  now,  Sir,  to  reply  to  the  second  of 
your  questions. — By  a  dispatch  of  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Duke  of  Cadore,  of  the  30th 
of  August  last,  received  by  the  "  Hornet," 
the  13th  of  last  month,  and  of  which  in- 
formation was  given  the  same  day  to  the 
Consuls  and  Vice -Consuls  of  his  Majesty, 
they  are  expressly  prohibited  from  deli- 
vering certificates  of  origin  for  merchan- 
dize of  any  kind,  or  under  any  pretext 
whatever,  if  the  vessels  are  not  destined 
for  France— This  reply  to  your  second 
question.  Sir,  furnishes  you  with  a  solution 
of  the  third.  The  Consuls  and  Vice-Consuls 
of  his  Majesty  will  have  ceased  to  deliver 
certificates  ol  origin  to  vessels  for  any 
other  plajce  than  France,  immediately  on 
the  receipt  of  this  circular,  which  witl 
reach  them  a  few  days  sooner  or  later,  ac- 
cording to  rhe  greater  or  less  distance  of 
the  plaoes  ot  their  residence. — Concerning 
cotton  and  tobacco :  their  importation 
into  France  is  at  his  moment  specially 
prohibited  ;  but  1  have  reasons  to  believe 
(and  1  p'ay  you,  meanwhile,  to  observe. 
Sir,  that  Uiey  du  not  rvst  upon  any  facts) 
that  some  modifications  will  be  given  to 
this  absolute  exclusion.  These  modifica- 
tions will  not  depend  upon  the  chance  of 
events,  but  will  i)e  ihe  result  of  other  mea- 
sures, firm,  and  pursued  with  perseverance, 
which  tht  two  governments  will  continue 
to  adopt,  to  withdraw  from  the  monopoly, 
aod  from  the  vexatio>ns  of  the  common 
enemy, a  commerce,  loyal  (ioyaf)  and  ne- 
cessary to  France  as  vifell  as  to  the  United 
States. — Accept,  Sir,  the  renewed  assu- 
rance of  my  high  conjsideration. 

TuRREAU. 

The  Secretary  of  State  to  General  Turreau. 
Department  of  State  ,  Dec.  18,  1810. 

Sir;  I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
your  ietter  of  the  l2th  anst.  in  reply  to  my 
enquiries  in  relation  to.  certificates  of  ori- 
gin,as  well  as  to  the  adi-mission  into  France 
of  the  products  of  the  agriculture  of  the 
United  States — From  your  letter  ifc  ap- 
pears, that  the  importaiion  into  France  of 
cotton  and  tobacco,  »c.he  produce  of  the 
United  States,  is  at  thi».  time  specially  and 
absolutely  prolribited.-— From  the  decree 
of  the  15th  July,  it  m(  Keover  appears  that 
there  can  be  no  impo»  tation  into  France, 
but  upon  termsandcoi  jflitions  utterly  inad- 
missihle;  and  that,thei  •<et<>re,lherecanbeno 
jiaportaiion  at  al)  of  t'  ^e  following  articles. 


the  produce  of  the  United  States,  namely, 
fish-oil,  dye-wood,  salt-fish,  cod-fish,  hides, 
and  peltry. — As  these  enumerated  articles 
constitute  the  great  mass  of  the  exports 
from  the  United  States  to  France,  the  mind 
is  naturally  awakened  to  a  survey  of  the 
actual  condition  of  the  commercial  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countries ;  and  to 
the  consideration,  that  no  practical  good, 
worthy  of  notice,  has  resiiljjj^  to  the 
United  States  from  the  revocagiion  of  lh« 
Berlin  and  Pt'Iilan  decrees,  combined,  as 
it  unexpectedly  has  been,  with  a  change 
in  the  commercial  system  of  France,  so 
momentous  to  the  United  States.— -The 
Act  of  Congress  of  May  last  had  for  its 
object  not  merely  the  recognition  of  a 
speculative  legitimate  principle,  but  the 
enjoyment  of  a  substantial  benefit.  The 
overtii-e  therein  presented  obviously  em- 
braced (he  idea  of  commercial  advantage. 
It  included  the  reasonable  belief,  that  an 
abrogation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
would  leave  the  ports  of  France  as  free 
for  the  introduction  of  the  produce  of  tk6 
United  States,  as  they  were  previously 
to  the  promulgation  of  those  decrees.— 
The  restrictions  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees  had  the  efllect  of  restraining  the 
American  Merchants  from  sending  their 
vessels  to  France.  The  interdictions  in 
the  system,  that  has  been  substituted, 
against  the  admission  of  American  pro- 
ducts, will  have  the  effect  of  iraposinf 
upon  them  an  equal  restraint.  If,  then, 
for  the  revoked  decrees,  municipal  laws, 
producing  the  same  commercial  effect, 
have  been  substituted,  the  mode  only,  and 
not  the  measure,  has  undergone  an  altera- 
tion. And,  however  true  it  may  be  that 
the  change  is  lawful  in  form,  it  is,  never- 
theless, as  true,  that  it  is  essentially  un- 
friendly, and  that  it  does  not  at  all  comport 
with  the  ideas  inspired  by  your  letter  of 
the  27th  ult.  in  which  you  were  pleased  tf> 
declare  the  "  distinctly  pronounced  inten- 
tion of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  of  favour- 
ing the  commercial  relations  between 
France  and  the  United  States,  in  all  the  ob- 
jects of  traffic  which  shall  evidently  pro- 
ceed from  their  agriculture  or  manufac- 
tures."— If  France,  by  her  own  acts,  has 
blocked  up  her  ports  against  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  products  of  the  United  States, 
what  motive  has  this  Government,  in  a 
discussion  with  a  third  Power,  to  insist ott 
the  privilege  of  going  to  France  :  Whence 
the  inducement  to  urge  the  annulment  of 
a  blockade  of  France,  when,  if  annulled, 
no   Ameiicaa    cargoes    could    obtaia   ^ 
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market  in  any  of  her  ports?  In  such  a 
state  of  things,  a  blockade  of  the  coast  of 
France  would  be  to  the  United  States  as 
unimportant  as  would  be  a  blockade  of  the 
coast  of  the  Caspian  sea. — The  British 
edicts  may  be  viewed  as  having  a  double 
relation  :  ist,  to  the  wrong  done  to  the 
United  States  ;  2d,  to  the  wrong  done  to 
France  :  and  it  is  in  the  latter  relation  only 
that  France  has  a  right  to  speak.  But 
what  wrong,  it  may  be  asked,  can  France 
suffer  from  British  Orders,  which  co-ope- 
rate with  her  own  regulations. — However 
sensible  the  United  States  may  be  to  the 
violation  of  their  neutral  rights  under  those 
edicts,  yet  if  France  herself  has  by  her 
own  acts  rendered  it  a  theoretical  in- 
stead of  a  practical  violatiftn,  it  is  for 
this  Government  to  decide  on  the  de- 
gree in  which  sacrifices  of  any  sort 
may  be  required  by  considerations  which 
peculiarly  and  exclusively  relate  to  the 
United  States.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  in- 
ducements to  such  sacrificesare  weakened, 
as  far  as  France  can  weaken  them,  by  hav- 
ing converted  the  right  to  be  maintained 
into  a  nakedone,  whilst  the  sacrifices  to  be 
made  would  be  substantial  and  extensive. 
— A.  hope,  however,  is  indulged,  that  your 
instructions  from  your  Government,  will 
soon  enable  you  to  give  some  satisfactory 
explanations  of  the  measures  to  which  re- 
ference has  been  made ;  and  that  their 
operation,  in  virtue  of  modifications, 
which  have  not  yet  transpired,  vviil  not 
be  as  has  been  herein  represented. 

The  President  has  received  with  great 
satisfaction,  the  information,  that  the  Con- 
suls of  France  have  been  heretofore  in  the 
official  and  authorized  practice  of  fur- 
nishing certificates  of  origin  to  American 
vessels,  as  well  as  to  those  destined  to  neu- 
tral ports,  as  to  those  whose  Sovereigns  are 
in  alliance  with  France ;  and  that  this 
practtce,  sanctioned  by  the  French  Go- 
Ternment,  did  not  cease  in  any  part  of  the 
United  States,  before  the  13th  of  last 
month,  and  then  only  in  consequence  of 
a  dispatch  from  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  bear- 
ing  date  the  30th  of  August  preceding. 
This  satisfaction  arises  from  the  hope,  that 
similar  information  may  have  been  given 
to  the  Danish  Government,  and  from  a 
sense  of  the  happy  influence  which  such 
a  communication  will  have  had  on  the 
American  property,  that  had  been  seized 
and  detained  by  the  privateers  of  Den- 
mark, upon  the  supposition  that  these  cer- 
tificates of  origin  were  spurious,  and  not 
authorised  by  the  French    Government. 


It  is,  nevertheless,  to  be  regretted,  that  the 
functionaries  of  France  in  Denmark  had 
not  made  known  to  the  Danish  authorities, 
durrng  the  occurrence  of  such  outrages 
on  the  American  trade,  the  error  of  de- 
nouncing, as  illegitimate,  authentic  docu- 
ments, which  had  been  lawfully  issued  by 
the  accredited  Agents  of  his  Imperial 
Majesty. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

R.  Smith. 

Translation  of  a  Letter  from  General  Tur- 
reau,  Blinister  Plenipotentiary  of  his 
Imperial  and  Royal  Majesty,  the  Em- 
peror of  the  French,  3fc.  to  Mr.  Smith, 
Secretly  of  State.  Washington,  Dec. 
25,  1810. 

Sir, — I  have  received  the  letter  you 
have  done  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me 
the  18lh  of  this  month,  and  I  hasten  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  it  to  his  Excellency 
the  Duke  de  Cadore. — This  dispatch.  Sir, 
being  an  answer  to  the  letters  which  I  had 
the  honour  to  write  to  you  on  the  27ih  of 
November  and  12th  of  this  month,  natu- 
rally takes  me  back  to  their  object,  to 
which  I  believe  it  is  my  duty  again  to  call 
your  attention. — I  pray  you  to  observe, 
that  the  last  instructions  I  have  received 
from  my  Court,  relative  to  the  new  direc- 
tions the  commerce  of  France  with  the 
United  States  must  follow  are  of  a  very 
old  date ;  the  official  dispatches  from 
which  I  have  taken  them  are  of  the  12lh 
and  28th  of  April  last.  It  is  the  more 
probable  that  the  regulations  of  my  Go- 
vernment in  regard  to  this  commerce 
have  undergone  some  modifications,  as 
ttie  Consul  General  received  by  the 
"  Hornet,"  dispatches  of  the  10th  of 
July,  22nd  and  50th  of  August  last,  in 
which  it  is  specially  stated,  that  cottons 
may  be  imported  into  France  in  Ameri- 
can vessels,  and  under  certain  regula- 
tions ;  whereas  according  to  the  instruc- 
tions which  were  addressed  to  me  on  the 
12th  and  2i;th  of  April  ;  preceding,  cotton 
and  tobacco  are  specially  prohibited. — 
I  will  add  to  these  data  (ces  Dotmes),  that 
according  to  the  orders  transmitted  to  the 
Consuls  of  his  Majesty,  respecting  certi- 
ficates of  origin,  and  under  the  date  be- 
fore cited  (30th  of  August  last),  they  may 
deliver  them  to  all  American  vessels 
destined  for  France,  observing  that  these 
certificates  are  not  applicable  but  to  the 
products  of  the  United  States.  If  these  cer- 
tificates of  origin  cannot  be  applied  but  to 
the  productions  of  the  United  States,  and 
cannot  be  given  to  apy  vessels  but  thos* 
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destined  for  France,  the  introduction  of 
these  productions  is  not  then  prohibited 
there. — You  will  be  pleased  especiallj^ 
to  observe,  Sir,  that  the  dispositions  which 
were  announced  to  me  by  the  dispatches 
of  the  J  2th  and  28th  of  April,  are  of  course 
anterior  to  the  repeal  of  the  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan,  and  are  necessarily 
without  an  object  the  monient  the  said 
decrees  are  no  longer  in  force.  I  do  not 
know  of  any  subsequent  acts  which  modi- 
fy this  repeal;  for  the  instructions  already 
cited,  sent  to  the  Consul-General  the  30th 
of  August  last,  relative  to  the  certificates 
of  origin,  are  only  a  consequence  of  it, 
and  formally  exclude  only  colonid  pro- 
ductions.— Furthermore,  Sir,  I  have  be- 
fore me  the  letters  of  the  dukeof  Cadore 
to  General  Armstrong,  under  date  of  the 
■3th  of  August  and  12th  of  September, 
of  which  copies  have  been  sent  to  me  by 
©rder  of  my  Court.  These  are  the  only 
document?  on  which  it  seems  to  me  rea- 
sonable to  fix  the  attention  (s'arrcter),  and 
I  see  in  tliem  nothing  which  can  cause  it 
to  be  supposed  that  the  French  Govern- 
ment may  have  had  an  intention  to  mo- 
dify or  to  restrict  the  repeal  of  the 
before  cited  decrees.  This  act  con- 
tains no  reserve ;  it  does  not  exact 
any  guarantee.  The  declaration  of  the 
Duke  of  Cadore  is  formal ;  and  it  is  the 
provisions  themselves  of  the  act  of  the 
Hon.  Congress  of  the  1st  of  May  last, 
which  have  dictated  to  him  the  conse- 
quence.— I  seize  this  occasion,  with  ea- 
gerness. Sir,  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance 
of  my  high  coiisideration.         Tuureau. 

General  Armstrong  to  Mr.    Smith.      Wash- 
ington, December  27. 

SiRj — The  enclosed  documents,  marked 
1  and  2,  were  intended  to  have  made  part 
of  my  last  communication.  The  paper 
entitled  Avis  au  Commerce,  &g.  contains  a 
tariff  of  the  new  duties  payable  in  France, 
and  shews,  besides,  what  are  the  articles 
of  commerce,  admissible  there.  If  this 
paper  has  no  other  value,  it  will  be  found 
important  from  the  illustration  it  gives  to 
that  passage  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore's  letter 
to  me  of  the  12th  of  September  last,  in 
which  he  says,  that  American  vessels  loaded 
with  merchandise,  the  gr&ivth  of  the  American 
States,  •will  be  received  zvithout  difficulty  into 
the  ports  of  France.  It  is  also  in  perfect 
concert  with  the  practice  of  the  French 
Custom-house,  in  the  case  of  the  ship  Ida, 
coining  from  Boston,  with  a  cargo  of  cot- 
ton,   I  am,  &c.         John  Armstrong. 
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General  Armstrong  to  Mr.    Smith.     Wash' 
ington,  Dec.  2\). 

Sir, — In  giving  the  few  papers  T  brought 
with  me  another  examination,  I  have  found 
the  enclosed  extract  from  the  minutes  of 
the  French  Council  of  Commerce  of  the 
12th  of  September  last.  Having  a  con- 
nection with  the  subject  of  my  letter  of 
yesterday,  I  have  the  honour  of  transmit- 
ting it  to  you.  John  Armstrong. 


Isle  of  France. Articles  of  Capitu- 
lation. 

(Continued  from  page  4'r8.^ 

Art,  7.  The  property  of  the  inhabitants 
shall  be  respected. 

Answer. — All  private  property  shall  be 
respected. 

Art.  8.  The  inhabitants  shall  preserve 
their  religion,  laws,  and  customs. 

Answer. — The  inhabitants  shall  preserve 
their  religion,  laws,  and  customs. 

Art.  9.  The  colonists  shall  have  the 
option,  during  two  year?  to  come,  to  quit 
the  colony  with  their  respective  private 
property. 

Answer. — They  shall  enjoy,  during 
two  years,  the  hberty  of  quitting  the  co- 
lon\'  with  their-property  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed to  any  place  they  may  wish. 

Art.  10.  The  wounded  or  sick  that  it 
shall  be  necessary  to  leave  in  the  hospitals 
shall  be  treated  the  same  as  the  subjects 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty  ;  French  sur- 
geons shall  be  permitted  to  remain  with 
them,  and  they  shall  afterwards  be  sent  to 
France  at  the  expence  of  the  British  go- 
vernment. 

Answej.— The  wounded  who  may  be 
left  in  the  hospitals  shall  be  treated  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  subjects  of  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty. 

Additional  Instructions. 

Art.  1.  The  public  functionaries  of  the 
French  government  of  the  Isle  of  France 
shall  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  colony 
for  a  reasonable  period,  to  regulate  and 
discharge  their  public  accounts  with  the 
coloaists. 

Art.  2.  The  morning  of  the  3d  of  De- 
cember instant  at  six  o'clock  a.  m,  pos- 
session shall  be  given  to  the  troops  of  his 
Britannic  Majest}'  of  the  forts  of  Du  Mas, 
and  the  linesofthe  townof  Port  Napoleon, 
down  to  the  Bastion  Fanfaron. 

Art.  3.   The  morning   of  the  4th  of 
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December  instant,  at  six  o'clock,  a.  m 
the  Isle  of  Tonnelien,  Fort  Biaiic,  and 
the  whole  of  the  batteries  of  the  Harbour 
of  Port  Napoleon,  and  all  the  shipping, 
both  ships  of  war  and  privateers,  and  nrier- 
chant  or  other  ship|jing  of  every  descrip- 
tion whatsoever,  shall  be  given  up  to  the 
naval  and  mihtary  forces  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty;  and  all  shipping  lying  in  any 
other  creek,  port,  or  harbour  of  the  Island, 
shall  equally  be  considered  as  the  property 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty. 

Art.  4,  The  troops  of  his  Imperial  and 
Royal  Majesty,  and  the  crews  of  theships 
of  war  and  privateers,  shall  retire  to  the 
barracks  of  the  town,  where  they  shall 
continue  until  their  final  embarkation. 

Art»  5.  That  the  subsistence  of  the 
French  garrison,  both  officers  and  men, 
as  well  as  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the 
ships  of  war,  so  long  as  they  shall  remain 
here,  shall  be  assured  and  provided  for  by 
the  British  Government ;  the  expences 
arising  therefrom  shall  be  considered  as  an 
advance  for  which  the  French  Government 
is  pledged. 

Art.  G.  That  on  the  surrender  of  the 
Port,  as  stipulated  by  the  third  additional 
article,  all  English  prisoners  of  war,  of 
whatever  description,  now  in  the  Isle  of 
France,  shall  be  liberated. 

Art.  7.  That  if  any  difference  shall 
arise  in  the  interpretation  of  any  part  of 
the  foregoing,  it  shall  be  interpreted  in 
favour  of  the  French  Government, 

This  done  and  agreed  at  the  British 
head-quarters  at  Pamplemonus,  at  one 
o'clock  A.  M.  the  3rd  day  of  Dec.  1 SIO. 

Vandebmaesen,  Gen.  of  Division. 

Henry  Warde,  Major-General. 

JosiAS  Rowley,  Commodore. 

J.  DuPRERErf  Capit.  de  Vaisseau. 
Approuve  et  ratifie,  la  presente, 

De  Caen,  Capit.  General. 

Charles  de  Coetlogon, 

Sec.  to  the  Commissioners. 

A  List  of  Ships,  &c.  &c.  in  Port  Napoleon, 
at  the  reduction  of  the  Isle  of  France, 
Dec.  1810. 

French  frigate  L'Astree,  of  44  guns  and 

1,100  tons. 
■  French  frigate  La  Bellone,  of  48  guns  and 

1 ,050  tons. 
French  frigate  La  Manche,  of  44  guns  and 

1 ,050  tons. 
French  frigate  La  Minerve,  of  52  guns 

and  1,200  tons. 
English  frigate   Iphigenia,  of    36    guns 

and  950  tons. 
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3c  guns  and 


English  frigate  Nereide,  of 

900  tons. 
Fi  ench  sloop  Le  Victor,  of  22  guns  and 

400  tons. 
French  brig  L'Entreprenante,  of  14  guns 

and  300  tons. 
A  new  French  brig,  name  unknown,  of  14 

guns  and  300  tons. 
English  Indiaman  Charlton,  prison  ship, 

of  30  guns  and  yoO  tons. 
English  Indiaman  Ceylon,  prison  ship,  of 

30  guns  and  900  tons. 
English  Indiaman  United  Kingdom,  prison 

ship,  of  30  guns  and  900  tons, 
French  ship  La  Ville  d'Auten,  of  1000 

tons. 
French  ship  La  Severam,  of  250  tons. 
French  ship  L'Adele,  of  220  tons. 
French  ship  L'Aurora,  of  150  tons. 
French  ship  Le  Prudent,  of  250  tons. 
French  ship  Le  Robuste,  of  700  tons. 
French  ship  Le  Wellesley,  of  700  tons. 
French  ship   Le  William    Burroughs   ai 

1000  tons. 
French  ship   Le  Philip  Dundas,  of  390 

tons. 
French  ship  Le  Trafalgar,  of  800  tons. 
French  ship  L'Althea/of  1,000  tons. 
French  ship  Le  Hope,  of  400  tons. 
French  ship  Le  Marie,  of  300  tons. 
French  ship  Le  Fannie,  of  280  tons. 
French  ship  Le  Forth,  of  200  tons. 
French  brig  L'Eclair,  250  tons. 
French  brig  L* Active,  300  tons. 
French  brig  L'Orient,  250  tons. 
French  brig  Le  Favourite,  180  tons. 
French  brig  LTlIusion,  180  tons. 
French  brig  Le  Jeune  Armond,  100  tons, 
French  brig  Le  Zephyr,  ]00  tons. 
French  brig  L'Ant,  70  tons. 
French  brig  L' Amiable  Creole,  60  tons.- 
American  ship  Hermes,  300  tons» 
American  ship  Thomas,  300  Ions. 
American  brig  Angilika,  220  ton». 
American  schooner  Spy,  1 50  tons. 
Five  gun  boats.  A.  Bertix. 

Clorinde,  Dec.  4,  1810. 

Sir  ;  On  delivering  up  the  command 
which  you  did  me  tl^e  honour  to  confide 
in  me,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you, 
that  every  officer  and  man  conducted 
themselves  in  a  manner  moat  perlectl.y 
answerable  to  your  expectations,  and  I  beg 
to  inclose  a  Paragraj^h  of  the  Public  Order 
issued  by  General  Abtrcromby,  expres- 
sive of  his  sentiments  on  the  occasion. 
The  zeal  and  ability  of  Lieutenant  Loyd,. 
senior  lieutenant  on  the  service,  are  too 
well  known  to  you  to  render  any  enco- 
mium from  rae  nec^s^ary ;  and  I  also  ht^ 
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to  recommend  to  your  notice  Mr.  John 
Gosland,  master's  mate  of  his  Majesty's 
ship  Cornv/allis,  who  acted  as  my  aid-de- 
camp, and  who  having  passed  his  exami- 
nation for  lieutenant,  is  worthy  of  promo- 
tion. 

1  feel  much  indebted  to  Captains  Yates 
and  Nesbit,  of  the  City  of  London  and 
Huddart  Indiamen,  who  handsomely  vo- 
lunteered to  serve  with  me,  and  who 
brought  a  proportion  of  seamen  to  assist  in 
the  laborious  duty  of  dragging  the  can- 
non; the  former,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  died 
of  excessive  fatigue  the  first  day's  march. 
Our  loss  has  been  trifling,  consisting  of 
five  men  wounded,  although,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  most  of  them  are  seriously.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c.     N.  F.  Montague. 

Vice-Admiral  Bertie,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Paragraph  of  General  Orders  issued  by 
General  Abercromby,  on  the  1st  of 
December,  1810,  before  Port  Louis. 

Paragraph  3.— Major-General  Aber- 
cromby is  happy  also  to  acknowledge 
the  steadiness  shewn  by  the  12th  and  22d 
Regiments,  and  he  feels  himself  parti- 
cularly grateful  for  the  zealous  exertions 
of  a  detachment  of  seamen  landed  from 
the  squadron,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Montague;  and  he  requests  to 
olFer  him,  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
command,  his  sincere  acknowledgments 
for  the  service  which  they  have  rendered 
to  the  army. 

Extract  from  General  Orders,  Head-Quar- 
ters, Camp  before  Port- Louis,  Dec.  5, 
1810. 

Major  General  Abercromby,  in  the 
name  of  the  army,  feels  an  inexpressible 
degree  of  pride  and  satisfaction  in  ac- 
knowledging the  powerful  and  cordial  co- 
operation which  has  been  received  from 
the  naval  force  under  the  command  of  his 
Excellency  Vice-Admiral  Bertie,  which 
has  been  heightened  by  the  cordiality 
and  unanimity  subsisting  to  a  degree,  per- 
haps without  example,  between  the  two 
branches  of  the  service.  The  commander 
of  the  forces  feels  it  his  particular  duty  to 
offer  his  most  sincere  thanks  to  Captain 
Beaver,  for  the  able  and  judicious  manner 
in  which  he  conducted  t'e  disembarkation, 
as  well  as  for  the  indefatigable  exertions 
he  has  since  used  in  discharging  the  duty 
confided  to  him  by  the  Vice-Admiral,  in 
supplying  the  wants  of  the  army;  and 
Major-General  Abercromby  is  equally  in- 
debted to  Captains  Briggs/Lye  and  Street, 


and  to  the  officers  and  seamen  employed 
under  their  orders  in  the  disembarkation 
of  the  troops. 

The  exertions  and  able  assistance  re- 
ceived from  Captain  Montague,  of  the 
Royal  Navy,  and  the  oflicers  and  seamen 
with  the  army  on  shore,  have  been  too 
conspicuous  not  to  have  attracted  the  obser- 
vations and  acknowledgments  of  every  in- 
dividual. 

Major-General  Abercromby  must,  how- 
ever, request  that  Captain  Montague  will 
be  pleased  to  convey  to  those  who  were 
under  his  command  the  impression,  which 
their  conduct  has  made  on  his  mind. 

W.  Nicholson,  Dep.  Adj.  Gen. 

Africaine,in  Port  Louis,  Dec.  6,  1810, 
Sir;  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  here- 
with; for  the  information  of  their  Lord- 
ships, a  copy  of  a  General  Memorandum 
issued  by  me  this  day  to  the  captains  and 
commanders  of  the  ships  and  vessels  of 
the  squadron  under  my  command.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.   A.  Bertie. 

Africaine,  Port  Lotas,  Dec.  6,  1810. 
General  Memorandum. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  congratulates 
the  officers  and  crews  of  the  ships  of  the 
squadron  under  his  command,  on  the  suc- 
cessful issue  of  the  attack  of  this  valuable 
and  important  colony,  which  has  placed  it 
under  his  Majesty's  protection. 

He  feels  he  has  a  duty  to  acquit  in  thus 
publicly  communicating  the  sense  he  en- 
tertains of  the  zealous  and  unremitting 
exertion  of  all  ranks  throughout  the  squa- 
dron, and  he  requests  that  the  captains 
and  commanders  of  the  ships  and  vessels 
will  more  immediately  make  known  to  the 
officers  and  crews  under  their  command 
respectively  these  his  sentiments, 

A.  Bertie. 

Supplement  to  the  London  Gazette  Extra' 
ordinary,  of  Wednesday,  Feb.  13.— 
Published  Friday,  February  15,  1811. 


A  Dispatch,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
Extract,  has  been  received  from  the 
Honourable  Major  General  Abercrom- 
by, by  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  one  of 
his  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  dated  Port  Louis,  Isle  of  France, 
December  7,  1810. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lord- 
ship, that  the  Isle  of  France  surrendered 
by  capitulation,  on  the  3d  inst.  to  the 
united  force  under  the  command  of  Vice 
Admiral  Bertie  and  myself. 
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Itnust  refer  your  Lordship  for  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  operation;?  which  led  to  thh 
fortunale  erent  to  the  copy  of  my  official 
Letter  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Go 
vernor  General,  which,  toj^ether  with 
other  documents,  1  have  now  the  honour 
to  transmit  to  your  Lordship. 

In  conformity  with  the  instructions 
which  1  had  the  honour  to  receive  from 
Lord  Minto,  I  have  placed  Mr.  Farquhar 
in  charge  of  the  government  j  and  I  coti- 
fidenflv  trust,  that,  in  having  adopted  this 
raea.sure,  I  shall  not  incur  t^ie  displeasure 
of  his  Majesty's  Government. 

This  Dispatch  will  be  delivered  to  your 
Lordship  by  Captain  Hewitt.,  my  Aid  du 
Camp,  and  i  believe  your  Lordship  will 
find  him  perfectly  qualified  to  ailbrd  you 
every  information  which  you  jnay  require 
in  respect  to  the  late  operations  of  this 
force. 

To  the   Right  Honourable  Gilbert  Lord 
Minto,  &;c=  &c.  &c. 

My  Lord, 

1  had  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lord- 
ship in  my  dispatch  of  the  '2lst  ult.  that 
although  the  division?  from  Bengal  and  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  had  not  arrived  at  the 
rendeEvous,  it  had  been  determined  that 
the  fleet  should  proceed  to  sea  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  as  from  the  advanced 
seasori  of  the  year,  and  thp  threatening 
appearance  of  the  weather,  the  ships 
could  no  longer  be  considered  secure  in 
their  anchorage  at  Rodriguez;  and  I  did 
myself  the  honour  to  state  to  your  Lord- 
Jihip,  the  measures  which  it  was  my  in- 
tention td  pursue,  even  if  we  should  still 
be  disappointed  in  not  being  joined  by  so 
large  a  part  of  the  armament. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  Vice 
Admiral  Bertie  received  a  communication 
fromCapt.  Broughton,  of  his  Majesty's 
ship  Illustrious,  announcing  his  arrival  off 
the  Island  with  the  convoy  from  Bengal. — 
The  fleet  weighed  at  daylight,  as  had 
been  originally  arranged,  and  in  the 
course  of  that  day  a  junction  having  been 
formed  with  this  division,  the  fleet  bore 
up  for  the  Isle  of  France. 

The  greatest  obstacles  opposed  to  an 
attack  on  this  Island  with  a  considerable 
force,  have  invariably  been  considered  to 
depend  on  the  difficulty  of  effecting  a 
landing,  from  the  reefs  which  surround 
every  part  of  the  coast,  and  the  supposed 


impossibility  of  being  enabled  to  find  an- 
chorage for  a  fleet  ot  transports. 

These  difficulties  were  fbrlanateiy  re- 
moved by  the  indiefatigable  exertions  of 
Commodore  Rowley,  assisted  by  Lieute- 
nant Street  of  the  Staunch  gun  brig. 
Lieutenant  Blackiston  of  the  Madias  En- 
gineers, and  the  Masters  of  his  Majesty's 
ships  Atricaine  and  Boadicea. — Every 
part  of  the  leeward  side  of  the  Island  was 
minutely  examined  and  sounded,  and  it 
was  discovered  that  a  fleet  niight  urichor 
in  the  narrow  passage  formed  bv  the  sniafl 
Island  of  the  Gunner's  Coir>and  the  main 
land,  and  that  at  this  Spot  there  were 
openings  through  the  reef,  which  would 
admit  several  boats  to  enter  abreast. 
These  obvious  advantages  fixed  my  de- 
termination, although  I  regretted  that 
circumstances  would  not  allow  of  the  dis- 
embarkation being  effected  at  a  shorter 
distance  from  Port  Louis. 

Owipg  to  light  and  baffling  winds,  the 
fleet  flid  not  arrive  in  sight  of  the  Island 
untH  the  28th  ;  and  it  was  the  morning  of 
the  following  day,  before  any  of  the  ships 
came  to  an  anchor. 

Every  arrangement  for  the  disembarka- 
tion having  been  previously  made,  the 
first  division  consisting  of  the  reserve,  the 
grenadier  company  of  the  5^h  regiment, 
wiih  two  six-pounders,  and  two  ho»  it^^ers, 
under  the  command  of  jMsijor  (ien.  Warde, 
effected  a  landing  in  the  Bay  of  Mapon, 
without  the  smallest  opposition,  the  enemy 
having  retired  from  Fort  Marlastri,  ui- 
tuated  at  the  head  of  Grand  Bay,  a^id  the 
nearest  port  to  us  which  they  occupied. 

As  soon  as  a  sufficient  part  of  the  Eu- 
ropean force  had  been  formed,  it  became 
necessary  to  move  forward,  as  the  first  five 
miles  of  the  road  lay  through  a  very  thick 
wood,  which  made  it  an  object  of  the  ut- 
most importance,  not  to  give  the  enemy 
time  to  occupy.it. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Smyth  having  been 
left  with  his  Brigade  to  cover  the  landing 
place,  with  orders  t/>  follow  next  morning, 
the  column  marched  about  four  o'clock, 
and  succeeded  in  gaining  the  more  open 
country,  without  any  efforts  having  been 
made  by  the  enemy  to  retard  our  progress, 
a  few  shot  only  having  been  fired  by  a 
small  picquet,  f;y  which  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Keating,  l^ieufcenant  Ash,  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's 12th  Regiment,  and  a  few  men 
of  the  advanced  guard,  were  wounded. 
-(To  he  continued.} 
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THE  LIBERTY  OF  THE  PRESS. 

In  my  two  last  Numbers,  T  opened  what 
I  intended  to  become  a  series  of  Articles 
upon  this  subject,  which,  as  I  have  fre- 
quently before  observed,  and  as  I  now  re- 
peat, and  as  every  man  of  common  sense 
will  soon  be  convinced,  is  of  far  greater 
importance  to  the  people  of  England  than 
all  the  wars  and  negociations  and  com- 
merce in  which  the  government  is,  or  ever 
ean  be  engaged.  This  is  a  matter  that 
comes  home  to  us.  It  is,  m  short,  a  ques- 
tion upon  which  depends  all  that  is 
valuable  in  life. At  page  427  1  ex- 
plained the  nature  of  that  notable  thing 
called  an  INFORMATION  EX  OFFICIO; 
at  page  4+9,  I  continued  the  subject  in  an 
examination  into  what  had  been  said  about 
the  Liberty  of  the  Press  ;  1  endeavourecj  to 
shew  what  was  and  what  vias  not  Liberty 
of  the  Press,  and,  I  think,  I  clearly  de- 
monstrated, that  the  Liberty  of  the  Press 
is  a  mere  name,  and  has  no  existence  in 
reality,  where  any  man  cannot,  without 
harn^  or  risk  to  himself,  publish  the  truth 
respecting  the  public  character,  conduct, 
and  measures  of  men  in  public  office,  men 
paid  for  conducting  or  managing  the  af- 
fairs of  the  nation,  let  those  man  be  v/hom 
they  may,  in  what  office  they  may,  whe- 
ther in  the  state,  the  law.  the  church,  the 
army,  or  the  navy,  or  any  other  depart- 
ment.  1  should,   in  this  Number,  have 

gone  on  to  shew  the  utility  of  this  Liberty, 
and,  indeed,  i.ts  necessity  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  the  people  from  suffering 
wrong  ;  but,  I  as  well  jis  the  public,  have 
had  my  attention  called  off  by  a  Trial, 
which  has  just  taken  place  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  and  of  which  trial  I  am 
called  upon  to  speak  fully,  not  only  by 
the  great  importance  of  the  trial  itself, 
but  by  the  figure  which  my  name,  was  by 
the  Attorney  General  as  well  as  by  the 
defendants'  Counsel,  made  to  make  in  the 

proceedings. ^The    trial,    to  which    I 

allude,  is  that  of  two  Gentlemen  of  the 
name  of  HUNT,  who,  I  believe,  are  bro- 
thers, and  who  are  proprietors  of  a  very 
«?gellent    Weekly    news-paper,    called 


The  Examiner 
tlemen 


-Against   these    Gen- 
INFORMATION    EX  OF- 


FICIO was  laid  by  the  Attorney  General, 
GiBBs  ;  and,  on  the  22nd  instant  they 
were  brought  to  trial,  having  Mr.  Broug- 
ham, a  member  of  Parliament,  for  tiieir 
Counsel. — —The  prosecutor  had  called 
for  a  SPECIAL  JURY;  but,  only  TWO 
out  of  the  twelve  appearing,  the  other 
TEN  were  taken   from  the   COMMON 

Jury  List. It  may  not  be  amiss  to  ctop 

here  for  a  moment,  to  explain  the  difierence 
between  a    Special  and   a    Common  Jury, 

A  Special  Jury  consists  of  persons 

summoned  for  that  special  occasion.  It 
is  found  thus :  forty-eight  men  are  NO- 
MINATED BY  THE  MASTER  OF 
THE  CROWN  OFFICE,  of  these  each 
party  strikes  o& twelve,  which  leaves  twcn' 
ty-four,  and  the^rsi  twelve  who  answer  to 
their  names  when  called  on  in  Court 
are  the  jury  to  try  the  cause.  So  that 
the  defendant  as  well  as  the  plaintiff 
may  strike  out  twelve,  he  may  strike 
out  twelve  of  the  forty  eight,  ALL  OF 
WHOM  ARE  NOMINAITID  BY  THE 
MASTER  OF  THE  CROWN  OFFICE. 

A  COMMON  Jury  consists  of  the 

first  twelve  men  who  answer  to  their 
names  when  called  on  in  Court,  their 
numes  being  taken  PROMISCUOUSLY 
OUT  OF  A  BALLOT  BOX,  and  THE 
WHOLE  HAYING  BEEN  WARNED 
PROMISCUOUSLY  BY  THfi  SHERIFF 
FOR   THE  TRIAL  OF  ALL  CAUSES 

PROMISCUOUSLY. When  the  whole 

of  the  special  jury  do  not  attend,  the  par- 
ties may  move  the  Court  to  have  a  jury 
made  up  from  the  common  jury  list ;  and 
then  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  goes  to  the 
ballot  box,  and,  tcking  out  a  ballot  at  a 
time,  promiscuously,  caiis  over  names  till 
he  gets  enough  to  make  up  the  twelve 
men,—. — Thus  it  happened  in  the  case  of 
Messrs.  Hunt,  of  whose  Special  Jury  only 
TWO  attended.  The  Jury  was,  then, 
composed  as  follows ; 

SpeciaIs. 

1  Samuel  Bishop,  Upper  Graflon  Street. 

2  George  Baj^tsb,  Church  Terrace,  Paa- 
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,CoMMON  Jurymen. 

3  Robert  Mavnakd,  Class-house  Street, 

Oiliuaii. 

4  NVALTEft-Row,  Gt.  Marlborough  Street, 

Stationer. 

5  Richard  Bolton,  Silver  Street,  Porkman. 

6  John  Rutton,  Vigo  Lane,  Cutler. 

7  Henry  PERKiNs,Gt.  Marlborough  Street, 

Grocer. 

8  "William  Lonsdale,  Broad  Street,  Cabi- 

net Maker. 
y  John  Sebrook,       Rupert  Street,  Cook. 

10  Thomas  Rixon,  Carnaby  Street,  Vic- 

tualler. 

1 1  John  Nunn,  Gt.  Crown  Court,  Victual- 

ler. 

1 2  David  Miller,  Carnaby  Market  North, 

Baker. 

I  have,  further  on,  inserted,  from  the 
Times  News-paper,  a  report  of  this  trial ; 
and  I  beg  leave  to  press  upon  the  reader 
the  necessity  of  reading  it  all  through 
with  great  attention.  1  have  there  in- 
serted the  Jurj?^  list ;   but,  it  cannot  be  too 

often  repeated. The  jury  upon  MY 

trial  were  more  punclualin  their  attendance. 


Libert)/  of  the  Press.  [4S'l 

gone  through  his  charge  and  called  his 
v.itnesscs,  the  defendant  is  heard.  In  all 
cases  between  man  and  man  the  partres 
stop  here,  unless  the  defendant  calls  wit- 
nesses. The  prosecutor  makes  his  speech^ 
and  the  defendant  answers  him  •  then 
comes  the  Judge  with  his  speech,  or 
charge.  But,  the  Attorney  Gtneral  has 
the  privilege  of  having  a  speech  after  the 
defendant  as  well  as  before  him,  and,  if  he 

has  assistants,  they  speak  too. Now, 

having  the  mode  of  the  proceeding  clearly 
before  us,  let  us  see  zvhat  it  was  that  Messrs. 
Hunt  were  tried  for,  and  then  let  us  exa- 
mine a  little  into  what  was  said  upon  this 
occasion,  in  which  the  reader  will,  I  am 
sure,  excuse  me,  if  I  discover  an  uncom- 
mon degree  of  interest,  seeing  that  my 
name;  and  not  only  my  name,  but  my  con- 
duct, my  character,  and  my  cause,  were 
introduced  and  formed  no  inconsiderable 
topic  in  these  proceedings,  as,  indeed,  wafs 
very  natural:  for  the  publication  now  pro- 
secuted manifestly  grew  out  of  that  for 
which  I  was  prosecuted,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  which  prosecution  I  am  now 
here. — —Soon  after  my  imprisonment,  the 


ELEVEN  out  of  the  twelve  were  special  i  editor  of  a  most  admirable  country  news- 


jurymen,  that  is  to  say,  from  the  list  of  the 
fofty-eight,  as  I  observed  before,  nomi- 
nated b}'^  the  Master  of  the  Crown  Office. 
10  that  I  had  but  ONE  common  juryraan, 
namely,  Henry  Favre  of  Pail  Mall, 
Watchmaker.     My  List  was  as  follows  : 


Thomas  Rhodes, 
John  Davis, 
James  Ellis, 
John  Ric^ards^ 
Thomas  Marsham, 
Robert  Heatiicote, 
John  Maud, 
George  Baxter, 
Thomas  Taylor, 
David  Deane, 
V/ni.  Palmer, 


Hampstead  Jload 
Southampton  Place 
Tottenham  Ct.  Road 
Bays  water 
Baker  Street 
High  St.  Marylebone 
York  PI.  Marylebone 
Church  Ter.  Pancras 
Red  Lion  Square 
St.  Join  1  Street 
Upper  St.  Iaiingt»jn 
Pall  Mall. 


Henry  Favre, 

Havir.g  given  these  explanations,  v/lthout 
which  it  would  be  impossible  for  mr,ny 
readers  to  understand  this  talk  about  Special 
and  Conmion  yM-\es,  or  to  account  lot  a  jury 
being  made  up  with  two  sorts  of  men,  j 
shall  slate  further  in  the  way  of  introduc- 
tion, that  it  rests  with  the  Attorney  General, 
whether  he  shall  call  on  common  jurymen 
to  make  up  a  jury,  or  whether  he  shall  put 
off"  the  trial.  He  has  the  po'/.er  of  doing  as 
he  pleases  in  this  respect.—- -When  the 
Jury  is  ready;  the  Attorney  Geheral  be- 
gins addressing  them,  and  when  he  has 


paper,  called  the  "  STAMFORD  NEWS," 
published  an  article  upon  the  subject  of 
FLOGGING  SOLDIERS,  in  which  article 
he  severely  reprobate(i  that  mode  of  pu- 
nishment. This  article  was  copied  b}* 
Messrs,  Hunt  into  the  Examiner  ;  conse- 
quently they  became  publishers  of  it,  and 
for  their  having  so  become  they  were  pro- 
secuted by  the  Attorney  General  in  the 
way  before  described  of  an  INFORMA- 
TION EX  OFFICIO. The  part  of  the 

publication,  for  which,  according  to  the 
report  of  the  trial,  Messrs.  Hunt  were 
prosecuted,  was  introduced  by  two  mottos, 
as  follows  :  • 

*'  ONE  THOUSAND  LASHES." 
"  The  Aggressors  were  not  dealt   with 
"  as  Baonaparte  would  have  treated   his 
"  refractory  troops." — Speech  of  the  At- 
torney (j'ener.'il. 

"  Corpora!  Curtis  was  sentenced  to  re- 
"  ceive  ONK  THOUSAND  LASHES,  but, 
"  (ificy  receiving  tuo '  hundixd,  was,  on  his 
"  OvTU  petition,  permitted  to  volunteer 
"  into  a  regiment  on  foreign  service. 
"  Willir^m  Clifl'ord,  a  private  in  the  7th 
"  Royal  Veteran  Battalion,  was  lately  sen- 
"  tenced  to  receive  ONE  THOUSAND 
"LASHES,  for  repeatedly  striking  and 
"  kicking  his  superior  officer.  He  under- 
"  W^nt  part  of  the  sentence,  by  receiving 
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"  seven  hundred  and  fifty  lashes,  at  Canter- 
"  bury,  in  presence  of  the  whole  garrison. 
"  — A  Garrison  Court  Martial  has  been 
"  held  on  boarrl  the  Metcalf  transport,  at 
"  Spithead,  on  some  men  of  the  -Hh  Ke- 
"  giment  of  Foot,  for  disrespectful  beha- 
"  viour  to  their  officers.  TWO  THOU- 
*'  SAND  SIX  HUNDRED  LASHES  were 
''to  be  inflicted  among  them. — Robert 
"  Chilman,  a  private  in  the  Bearstead  and 
"  Mailing  regiment  of  Locu/  Mili'ia  ;  who 
"  was  lately  tried  by  a  Court  Martial  for 
"  disobedience  of  orders  ond  mutinous 
"and  improper  hehnviour  vhile  the  re- 
"  giment  was  embodied,  h'S  been  found 
"guiltyof  all  the  charges,  and  sentenced 
T  to  receive  EIGHT  HUNDRED  LASHES, 
"  which  are  to  be  inflicted  on  him  at 
"  Chatham,  to  which  g?,rrison  he  is  to  be 
"  marched  lor  that  purpose. — London  Nnvs-* 
"papers." — Such  were  the  two  mettos  to 
the  paper,  which  are  of  great  conse- 
quence, because,  as  the  reader  will  see, 
the  Attorney  General  traced,  through  these 
mottos,  the  continuation  of  the  publication 
Jbr  xtihich  I  was  prosecuted. — The  passage 
for  which  ?»'Iessrs.  HUNT  were  prosecuted 
was,  according  to  the  report  of  the  trial, 
as  follows,  and  I  beg  the  reader  to  pay 
great  attention  to  it,  and  to  compare 
it  with  the  article, /or  ivhichl  ivasproseaited. 
This  is  cf  great  consequence,  not  only  to 
me,  but  to  the  public  at  large,  to  the  cause 
of  truth,  the  cause  of  freedom,  the  cause 
of  justice. — "  The  Attorney  General  said 
"  what  was  very  true  ;— these  aggressors 
•♦  have  certainly  not  been  dealt  with 
"  as  Buonapavte  would  have  treated  his 
"  refractory  troops  ; — nor  indeed  as  re- 
"  fractory  troops  would  be  treated  in  any 
"  civilized  country  whatever,  save  and  ex- 
"  cept  only  this  country.—fHere  alone, 
"  in  this  land  of  liberty,  in  this  age  of  re- 
"  finement — by  a  people  who,  with  their 
"  usual  consistency,  have  been  in  t!ie 
"  habit  of  leproaching  their  neighbours 
"  with  the  cruelty  of  their  punishment, — 
"  is  siill  inflicted  a  species  of  torture,  at 
"  least  as  exquisite  as  any  that  was  ever 
"  devised  by  the  infernal  ingenuity  of  the 
"  Inquisicion. — No,  as  the  Attorney  Ge- 
"  neral  justly  rays,  Buonaparte  does  not 
"  treat  his  refractory  troops  in  this 
"  manner  :  there  is  not  a  man  in  his  ranks 
"  whose  back  is  seamed  with  the  lacerat- 
"  ing  cat-o'-nine-tails  ; — Ids  soldiers  have 
"  never  yet  been  brought  up  to  view  one 
"  of  their  cojnrades  stripped  naked, — his 
*'  limbs  tied  with  ropes  to  a  triangular 
"machine, — his  baek  torn  to  the  bone  by 
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t\)c  merciless  cutting  whipcord,  applied' 
by  persons  who  relieve  each  other  at 
short  intervals,  that  they  may  bring  the 
full  unexh?»usted  strength  of  a  man  to 
the  work  of  scourging.  Buonaparte's 
soldiers  have  never  yet  with  tingling 
ears  listened  to  the  piercing  screa-iis  of 
a  human  creature  so  tortured  :  they  have 
never  seen  the  blood  oozing  from  his 
rent  flesh  ;  they  have  never  beheld  a 
sorgnon  with  dubious  look,  pressing  the 
agonized  victim's  pulse,  and  calmly 
calculating  to  an  odd  blow,  how  far  suf- 
fering may  be  extended,  until  in  its  ex- 
tremit}'^  it  encroach  upon  life.  In  short, 
Buonaparte's  soldiers  rannot  form  any 
notion  of  that  most  he?rt-rending  of  all 
exhibitions  o'j  this  side  hell, — an  English 
Military  Jlogs_ing. — Let  it  not  be  sup- 
posed that  we  intend  these  remarks  to 
excite  a  vague  and  indiscriminating 
sentiment  against  puni?hm^nt  by  mi- 
litary law: — no;  when  it  is  considered 
that  discipline  forms  the  soul  of  an 
army,  without  which  it  would  at  once 
degenerate  into  a  mob  ; — when  the  de- 
scription of  persons  which  compose  the 
body  of  what  is  called  an  army,  and  the 
situations  in  which  it  is  frequently 
placed,  are  also  taken  into  account,  it 
will,  we  are  afraid,  appear  but  too  evi- 
dent, that  the  military  code  must  still 
be  kept  distinct  from  the  civil,  and  dis- 
tinguished by  greater  promptitude  and 
severity.— Buonaparte  is  no  favourite  of 
ours,  God  wot — bat  if  we  come  to  ba- 
lance accounts  with  him  on  this  particu- 
lar head,  let  us  see  hov/  matters  will 
stand.  He  recruits  his  ranks  by  force 
— so  do  we.  We  Jlog  those  wjiom  we 
have  forced — he  does  not.  It  may  be 
said  he  punishes  them  in  some  manner ; 
— that  is  very  true.     He  imprisons  his 

refractory     troops occasionally    in 

chains — and  in  aggravated  cases  he  puts 
them  to  death.  But  any  of  these  se- 
verities is  preferable  to  tying  a  humaa 

■  creature  up  like  a  dog,  and  cutting  his 
flesh  to  peices  with  whipcord.  Who 
would  not  gd  to  prison  for  two  years,  or 
indeed  for  almost  any  term,  rather  than 
bear  the  exquisite,  the  almost  insupport- 
able torment,  occasioned  by  the  in- 
fliction of  seven  hundred  or  a  thousand 
lashes? — Death  is  mercy  compared  with 

■  such  sufferings.     Besides,  what  is  a  mani 

■  good  for  after  he  has  had  the  cat-o'-nine" 
'  tales  across  his  back  ?  Can  he  ever 
'  again  hold  up  his  head  among  his  fel- 
'  lows  ?    Oiie  of  the  poor  wretches  exe- 
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"  coted  at  Lincoln  last  Friday,  it  is  stated, 
"  had  been  stverely  punished  in  some  regi- 
"  ment.  The  probability  is  that  to  ikis 
"  odious,  ignominious  flogging,  may  be 
'*  traced  his  sad  end  ;  and  it  cannot  be 
1  doubted  that  he  found  the  gallows  less 
•*  cruel  than  the  halberts.  Surely,  then, 
"  the  Attorney  General  ought  not  to 
•'  stroke  his  chin  with  such  complacenc}', 
"  when  he  refers  to  the  manner  in  which 
"  Buonaparte  treats  his  soldiers.  We 
*'  despise  and  detest  those  who  would  tell 
"  us  that  there  is  as  much  liberty  now  en- 
"  joyed  in  France  as  there  is  left  in  this 
"  country.  We  give  all  credit  to  the 
"  wishes  of  some  of  our  great  men ;  yet 
"  while  any  thing  remains  to  us  in  the 
"  shape  of  free  discussion,  it  is  impossible 
"  that  we  should  sink  into  the  abject 
"  slavery  in  which  the  French  people  are 
"  plunged.  But  although  we  do  not  envy 
''  the  general  condition  of  Buonaparte's 
"  subjects,  we  really  (and  we  speak  the 
"  honest  conviction  of  our  hearts)  see 
'■'  nothing  peculiarly  pitiable  in  the  lot  of 
•'  his  soldiers  when  compared  with  that  of 
''  our  own.  Were  we  called  upon  to 
'•  make  our  election  between  the  services, 


"  No  advantage  whatever  can  compensate 
"  for,  or  render  tolerable,  to  a  mind  but 
"  one  degree  removed  from  brutality,  a 
"  liability  to  be  lashed  like  a  beast.  It  is 
"  idle  to  talk  about  rendering  the  situa- 
"  tion  of  a  British  soldier  pleasant  to  him- 
"  self,  or  desirable,  far  less  honourable,  in 
'<  the  estimation  of  others,  while  the  whip 
"  is  held  over  his  head — and  over  his  head 
"  alone,  for  in  no  country  in  Europe  (with 
*'  the  exception,  perhap?!,  of  Russia,  which 
"  is' yet  in  a  state  of  barbarity)  is  the  mili- 
"  tary  character  so  degraded. — We  have 
"  heard  of  an  army  of  slaves,  which  had 
"  bravely  withsteod  the  swords  of  their 
'*  masters  being  defeated  and  dispersed  by 
"  the  bare  shaking  of  the  instrument  qf 
"^Jlugellation  in  their  faces.  This  brought 
•*  so  forcibly  to  their  minds  their  former 
"slate  of  servitude  and  disgrace,  that 
*'  every  honourable  impulse  at  once  for- 
"  sock  their  bosoms,  and  thty  betook 
"  themselves  to  flight  and  to  howling. 
*'  We  entertain  no  anxiety  about  the  cha- 
*'  racter  of  our  countrymen  in  Portugal, 
"  when  we  contemplate  their  meeting  the 
**  bayonets  of  Massena's  troops, — but  we 
"  must  own  that  we  should  tremble  for 
"  the  result,  were  the  French  General  to 
"  dispatch  against  them  a  few  hundred 
«  drummers,  each  brandishing  a  caJ-o'/Kwc- 
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"  tails." Now,  reader,  if  you  turn  to  the 

Attorney-General's  Speech,  you  will  find 
him  saying,  that  this  publication,  or  libel, 
as  he  called  it,  was  a  continuation  of  that, 
for.  which  I  had  "  received  the  sentence  of 
the  Court;"  yes,  the  sentence  of  TWO 
YEARS  IMPRISONMENT  IN  NEW- 
GATE,  A  FINE  OF  A  THOUSAND 
POUNDS  TO  THE  KING,  AND  BAIL 
FOR  KEEPING  THE  PEACE  FOR 
SEVEN  YEARS,  IN  3,000  POUNDS 
MYSELF,  AND  TWO  OTHERS  IN 
1 ,000  POUNDS  EACH.  Here  are  NINE 
YEARS  in  all,  and,  if  the  imprisonment 
were  so  to  impair  my  mind  as  to  disable 
me  from  supporting  a  large  family,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  retaining  the  means  of 
indemnifying   my  bail,   I    must   be  IM* 

PRISONED  FOR  LIFE. Why  did  not 

the  Attorney- General  state  this  ?  Why  did' 
he  not,  since  he  thought  proper  to  rip  up 
my  name ;  why  did  he  not  tell  the  jury  of 
this,  and  tell  them  besides,  that  NINE 
YEARS  is  two  yearsbeyondthecalculation 
of  the  average  life  of  man,  even  the  most 
hale  and  in  the  prime  of  his  life,  unaccom- 


panied with  any  of  the  dangers  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  imprisonment  and  trouble 
the  ty/ii/jco;-^  would  at  once  decide  us.     of  mind  ?  Why  did  he  not  tell  the  Jury 


all    this? He    told  ^hem   very    truly, 

however,  that  this  was  a  continuation  of  my 
publication ;  for,  it  really  was  so ;  and, 
he  further  told  them  truly,  that  I  took  up 
a  particular  instance  of  military  punish- 
ment, while  the  present  publishers,  took  a 
general  view  of  the  matter,  and  passed  a 
general  condemnation  on  the  whole  si/stem  of 
Jlogging.  This  was  very  true,  and  I  wonder 
how  Mr.  Brougham  could  think  of  con- 
troverting it;  I  wonder  how  he  could 
think  of  representing  my  publication  aS 
better  calculated  to  excite  discontent  in 
the  army  than  this. — My  publication  re-  • 
ferred  to  a  flogging  of  certain  persons 
in  the  Local  Militia  at  Ely,  and  not  to 
the  flogging  system,  or  practice,  generally, 
upon  which  I  offered  at  that  time  my  opi- 
nion at  all. — My  complaint  was,  at  that 
time,  not  that  soldiers  generally  were 
flogged,  not  that  flogging  was  practised, 
not  that  it  was  this  or  that  to  tie  men  up 
and  whip  them  with  cats-o'-nine  tails;  in 
short,  there  was  not  a  word  said  or  in- 
sinuated, in  that  particular  publication, 
against  the  English  military  punishments,  but 
merely  against  the  infliction  of  punish- 
ment in  that  particular  case,  where  the 
cause  was  a  disobedience  of  orders  in  the^ 
Local  Militia  arising  from  a  quarrel  about 
their  pay.— -^But,  beside?  this,  tliere  w^ 
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another  peculiarity  in  my  case,  and  that 
was  the  employment  of  German  Troops  to 
cause  this  punishment  to  be  inflicted  ; 
and,  sureiy,  that  circumstance  must  weigh 
a  great  deal  in  estimating  the  feelings  of 
the  man  who  was  commenting  upon  the 
transaction. 1  did  indeed,  in  my  de- 
fence, say,  that  I  disapproved  of  this 
mode  of  punishment,  as  I  had  often 
done  before,  and  not  the  less  so  for  hav- 
ing myself  seen  a  great  deal  of  it  inflicted  ; 
but,  upon  the  occasion  referred  to,  I  ex- 
pressed no  such  opinion ;  and,  at  the  ut- 
most, all  that  could  be  gathered  from  my 
publication  was,  that  I  disapproved  of 
such  punishment  being  inflicted  upon  Lo- 
cal Militia  men,  and  that  under  the  svperin- 

ten dance  of  German  Troops. >-Then,  as  to 

the  comparison  between  the  punishments 
in  our  army  and  those  in  the  army  of  the 
Emperor  of  France,  how  does  Mr. 
Brougham  make  it  out,  that  this  article  of 
his  clients  was  less  likely  to  excite  dis- 
content than  mine  was?  What  did  I 
say  ?  Why,  merely  this,  that  I  hoped 
that,  while  these  things  were  (namely  the 
things  above  mentioned),  I  should  hear  no 
more  about  the  manner  in  which  Napo- 
leon treated  his  conscripts.  But,  here, 
in  this  article  of  Messrs.  Hunt,  the  com- 
parison is  fully  gone  fnto,  and  I  leave  the 
candid  reader  to  judge,  whether  the 
French  system  is  not  PREFERRED  to 
the  English.  It  certainly  is  ;  but,  then,  as 
Mr.  Bkougham  very  judiciously  shewed, 
that  might  be  done  without  any  evil  inten- 
tion ;  aye,  and  without  any  evil  effect,  as 
was  very  well  illustrated  b};-  an  ap]ieal  to 
the  publication  of  Sir  Robert  Wilson  and 
that  of  Sir  John  Stuart If  Mr.  Broug- 
ham had  said,  that  there  was  "  no  compari- 
son" between  this  article  and  mine  in 
point  offorce  and  effect ;  if  he  had  said,  that 
"  they  were  as  widely  different  as  light 
"  and  darkness"  in  point  of  talent ;  if  he 
had  said,  that  this  was  a  most  ably  and 
correctly  written  article,  while  mine  was 
a  mere  hasty  efFusion,  a  mere  burst  of 
honest  indignation ;  if  he  had  said  this, 
I  should  have  been  the  last  man  in  the 
world  to  find  fault;  but  it  was  to  do  me 
great  injustice,  and  which  was  of  much 
more  importance,  it  was  to  do  great  in- 
justice to  the  cause  of  truth  and  freedom 
and  humanity,  to  say,  or  to  insinuate, 
that  my  publication  was  of  a  criminal 
cast  while  this  was  not ;  and,  of  course, 
to  rob  me  of  the  effect,  which  an  ac- 
/tjuittal  of  his  clients  would  naturally 
tend^  to  produce.  --—  I    do   not  accuse 
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him  of  an  intention  to  do  this;  but,  cer- 
tainly   such    was    the    natural    tendency 

of  what  he  is  reported  to  have  said. 

Let  us  now,  (deferring  till  another  time 
Mr.  Brougham's  lawj'er-like  attack  upon 
what  he  called  the  licentiouaness  of  the 
press),  take  a  view  of  some  of  the  argu- 
ments made  use  of  by  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral on  this  occasion. — He  said,  that  the  de- 
fendant had  collected  together  an  account 
oi  all  the  militar}"  punishments  and  repre- 
sented them  in  a  mass.  He  then  said,  that 
our  militia  alone  amounted  to  27(),0i)Omen, 
besides  regular  troops  ;  and  then  he  asked, 
if  it  was  "  fair  to  pick  out  all  the  punish- 
"  ments  which  had  been  sentenced  on  the 
"  soldiery,  without  at  the  same  time  stating 
"  the  number  of  offenders  who  had  been 
"  pardoned,  and  the  number  ofpe,snns  stcb- 

"ject  to  commit  the  offence." In  the  first 

place,  does  the  Attorney  General  mean  to 
say,  that  the  above  two  mo'tos  did  really 
contain  an  account  of  aW  the  punishments 
inflicted  upon  the  soldiers  in  England  ? 
And,  does  he  suppose,  that  the  number  of 
7nen  liable  to  such  punishments  being  great 
can,  in  the  mind  of  any  man,  make  the 
punishment  itself  less  obj-iCtibnable  ?  It 
was  the  sort  of  punishment  that  the  de- 
fendant inveighed  against,  a  ad,  was  it  to 
show  that  he  was  wrong,  to  show  that  he 
was  criminal,  was  this  effect  likely  to  be 
produced  by  staling  that  some  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  our  countrymen  were  lia- 
ble  to   this  punishment  ? If,   indeed, 

the  defendant  had  actually  collected  a 
report  of  all  the  military  punishments  iiv 
flicted  in  any  given  time,  then  this  rea- 
soning would  have  been  worth  something. 
But,  was  it  not  utterly  impossible;  does 
not  all  the  world  know  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  the  defendant  to  make  any  such 
collection  ;  and  is  it  not  well  known,  that 
a  motion  made  in  parliament  by  Stb 
Francis  BuuDETT,/or  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing an  account  of  them  all,  within  a  certain 
time,  was  rejected  ?— — No;  it  was  the 
kind  of  punishment  that  was  the  object  of 
censure  with  the  defendant,  as  it  had  been 
with  Sir  Robert  Wilson,  and  had  he  not 
as  good  a  right  to  find  fault  with  it  as  Sir 
Robert  Wilson  had  ?  But,  at  any  rate,  it 
is,  I  think,  consummately  absurd  to  argue, 
that  the  punishment  is  more  tolerable  be- 
cause so  many  persons  are  liable  to  it. 
With  full  as  much  reason  might  it  be 
argued,  that  such  and  such  punishraenis 
on  publishers  and  writers  ought  to  excite 
the  less  feeling  for  them,  because  there 
ar«  so  mantf  of  them  iiable  to  these  piinish- 
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ments.  At  this  rate,  the  people  of  a 
numei-om  nation  ought  to  think  nothing  of 
punishments   which    would    be    deemed 

horribly  savage  in  petty  states. Why 

were  the  jury  reminded,  why  was  it 
"  necessary  in  inform  the  jury,  that  there 
"  were  Sixtr;  different  news-papers  pub- 
"  lished  in  London  ?"  What  was  this  to 
the  matter  ?  How  did  it  apply  ?  Were 
the  defendants  either  more  or  less  guilty 
for  that?  And,  if  it  was  meant  to  convey 
the  idea,  that  the  defendaiit  had  all  these 
papers  to  pick  his  list  of  punishments  out 
of,  of  what  consequence  was  that?  How 
was  that  to  augment  the  mass  of  his 
collection,  unless  be  slated  the  saine 
facts  sixty  times  over,  or,  at  least,  more 
than  once  ?  — —  Indeed,  this  piece  of 
knowledg'^:,  communicated  to  the  jury  in 
so  marked  a  nianaer,  might  lead  them  to 
compare  the  number  of  Informations  Ex  Offi- 
cio for  Libel  with  the  number  of  nexus  papers ; 
but,  what  of  that?  How  wa^  that  to  affect 
Me-^srs.  Hunt  ?  And,  at  any  ratp,  the  same 
course  of  reasoniiTj,  if  worth  a  straw,  will 
.tell  pretty  weli,  1  Jbelieve,  on  the  other 
$ide  ;  for,  why  shanld  not  Messrs.  Hunt 
hare  said  :  "  we  have  published  sevaal 
"  hundreds  ofExAMiNERs,  and  only  this  one 
"  passage  (no?  making  the  20th  part  of 
f  one  Exarniner)  can  be  even  called 
"  a  libel,  and  ^vif!  you,  therefore,  find  us 

"  guilty  V — Thft.Attorney  General  con- 

tended,  thatthe  defendani.s'pabllcalion  was 
calculaied  to  excite  discontent  and  ioproduce 

mutiny  in  the  army, Now,  supposing 

jt  likely  for  the  soldiers  to  read  this  pub- 
lication, vj/iy  should  it  have  this  tendency  ? 
Either  the  description,  of  the  (lugging, 
givea  by  the  defendai^its,  vvas  true  or  it 
was  false.  If  the  former,  vtas  it  likely,  my 
was  it  possible,  for  any  writing,  hovvevtr 
eloqurnl  (and  very  eloquent  this  writing 
was)  to  make  the  soldiers  dislike  the  thing 
lEore  than,  in  case  of  its  existence,  they 
must  already  dislike  it  ?  The  tendency 
was,  the  Attorney  General  said,  "  to  alie- 
"nate  the  soldier's  love  of  hh  pj'ofession  ;' 
byt,  if  the  writing  stated  truths,  was  it  pos- 
sible for  it  to  produce  this  effect  ?  Was  it 
possible  for  the  pen  to  proiluce  an  efiect 
which  the  cat-o'-nine  tails  had  failed  to 
produce  ?  Was  it  possible  for  the  man, 
who  remained  attached  to  his  profession, 
after  feeling  the  cat-o'-  nine  tails  or  seeing 
it  at  work  upon  the  backs  of  his  comrades; 
was  it  possible  for  any  pen  or  any  tongue 
to  alienate  the  "  love  of  such  a  man  from 
"  k'ls  profession  ?"  And,  if  the  description 
of  floggingj  given  b^;  the  defendants,  was 


false,  the  soldiers  upon  reading  it  would 
know  it  to  be  false  ;  they  would,  at  least, 
think  that  the  writer  was  speaking  of  some 
corps  (o  which  thei/  did  not  belong ;  and,  of 
course,  instead  of  goading  them  on  to  mu- 
tiny, such  a  v.ritiiig  would  tend  to  make 
them  contented  and  happy,  and  to  increase 
their  "  love  for  their  profession."  The 
same  reasoning  applies  to  those  who  are 
likely  to  become  soldiers;  this  reasoning 
was  well  put  by  Mr.  Buougham,  in 
which,  however,  I  must  say,  that  he  did 
no  more  than  repeat,  with  more  elo- 
quence, perhaps,  precisely  what  I  had 
said  in  my  defence,  though  it  was  not 
then  so  fortunate  in  being  reported  in  the 
news-papers,  nor,  which  was  more  ma- 
terial, in  producing  conviction  in  the 
minds  of  the  jury.— — It  appears  to  me  to 
be  a  most  groundless  fear,  that  the  soldier* 
are  to  be  stimulated  to  discontent  and  mu- 
tiny by  descriptions  of  the  treatment  they 
receive.  If.  indeed,  any  one  were  to  hold 
forth  to  thera  the  prospect  of  bettering  their 
condition  by  resisting  the  commands  of  tfteir 
officers,  it  might  reasonably  be  said,  that 
he  called  upon  them  to  mutiny,  which  is 
no  rther  than  a  resistance  of  the  commands 
of  their  superiors.  Or,  if  any  man  were 
to  tell  them,  that  there  was  an  intention  to 
use  them  ill;  or,  that,  in  case  of  their  being 
sent  upon  such  or  such  a  service  they  would 
he  exposed  to  great  and  unnecessary  suf- 
ferings, as  was  done  by  the  Morning 
Post  in  the  publication,  for  which  that 
paper  was  informed  against  by  Sir 
Arthur  Picot,  and  which  case  I  referred 
to  in  my  defence.  Here  are  manifest  in- 
citements to  mutiny  ;  and  they  jnight 
well  be  expected  to  produce  such  an  ef- 
fect;  to  tell  sohiiers  what  they  xmy  get 
by  resistance,  or  what  they  may  avoid  by  it 
xrny  be  very  dangerous  ;  but,  to  tell  them 
.what  is ;  to  tell  them  how  they  are  treated  ; 
to  suppose  that  this  can  be  productive  oi' 
mutiny  is,  to  me,  the  strangest  idea,  the 
most  "  chimerical  fear,"  as  Mr.  Brougham 
called  it,  that  ever  entered  the  mind  of 
man.  When  1  am  well  is  it  in  the  power 
of  any  human  eloquence  to  persuade  me 
that  I  am  sick  ?  And  when  I  feel,  or,  if  I 
were  to  feel,  the  torture  of  the  gout  or  the 
stone,  would  it  be  in  the  power  of  any 
human  eloquence  to  persuade  me  that  I 
was  well  ? Therefore,  though  a  publi- 
cation relating  to  llie  flogging  of  the  sol- 
diers, may  be  very  false  and  very  nwli- 
cious,  it  seems  to  me  quite  impossible, 
that  it  can  tend  to  produce  either  mutiny 
or  discontent. — -Even  Si^  Robert  Wil- 
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SON  seems  to  have  gone  a  little  too  far  in 
this  way  for  the  Attorney  General,  who 
is  reported  to  have  observed,  that  it  might 
be  a  question,  whether  it  was  prudent  in 
the  gallant  officer  to  enlarge  upon  "  the 
corporal  punishment  otthe  soldieri/,"  thai  is 
to  say  the  carcass  punishment,  or  flogging 
of  them  "  in  such  ardent  and  glowing 
'''  language."  Bui  vt'hy  not  ?  if  tncc,  as 
was  observed  before,  the  pen  could  not 
possibly  speak  more  home  to  the  sou!  than 
the  cat-o'-nine  tails  ;  and,  [(false,  though 
the  falshood  would  be  very  base,it  would  not 
be  believed  by  the  soldiers,  and  would,  of 
coursemake  no  evil  impression  upon  them. 

But,  for  ivhat  reason  was  Sir  Robert 

Wilson,  or  any  other  knight  or  any  lord  or 
any  body  else  to  be  allowed  to  go  farther 
in  this  way  than  the  Messrs.  Hunt  ?  WJiy 
were  they  to  be  debarred  from  that  use  of 
the  press  that  v.-as  made  by  others?  "  It 
"  was  truly  laughable,"  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral said,  to  rank  Sir  Robert  Wilson  and 
"  Brigadier  General  Stuart  vvith  the  Pro- 
"  prietors  of  the  Examiner."  But  it  was 
not  rank  that  Mr.  Brougham  had  been 
talking  of,  it  was  r^,''''^ .'  not  military  right, 
but  civil  right,  of  which,  I  iiope,  I  may 
say,  that  the  Messrs.  Hunt  have  as  great 
a  portion  as  the  two  "  gallant  officers," 
and  as  to  powers  of  tvriting  they  have 
a  million  times  as  much.  Had  loey 
possessed  no  more  powers  of  this  sort, 
than  the  two  "  gallant  officers,"  I  am 
strongly  disposed  to  believe,  that  they 
would  never  have  been  honoured  with  the 
attention  of  the  Attorney  G'eueral.  Itideed 
he  said,  that  he  had  never  till  that  mo- 
ment, seen  either  of  the  pamphlets  of  the 
two  "  gallant  officers,"  which  1  can  rea- 
dily believe  ;  but,  what  is  that  to  the 
purpose  ?  Were  they  to  be  looked  upon 
as  less  criminal  than  the  Messrs.  Hunt 
because  they  had  net  the  gift  of  writing 
in  such  a  way  as  to  induce  the  public 
to  read  what  they  wrote.  The  inten- 
tion (which  constitutes  a  libel)  must 
have  been  the  same  ;  for,  of  all  the  au- 
thors I  ever  met  with,  and  they  have  not 
been  few  in  numbe'<,  I  never  yet  met  with 
one,  who  was  not  smitten  with  the  folly  of 
hoping  that  all  the  world  would  be  eager 
to  read  what  he  wrote  ;  and,  as  a  wohian 
is  seldom  offended  at  praise  bestowed  on 
her  beauty  even  by  the  dirty  and  deform- 
ed creature  that  clears  away  the  mud  iTom 
the  track  for  her  feet,  so  have  I  never 
known  an  author  disdain  the  encomiums 
of  any  reader,  however  low  in  rank  or^in 
mind  ,j   therefore,  if,  these  gallant  authprs 
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have  not  been  read  through  the  ranks  of 
the  army,  the  Attorney  General  may 
saft'ly  take  the  will  for  the  deed. Be- 
sides, did  it  c.-icape  so  acute  a  person 
(even  he  will  read  that  phrase  with  com- 
placency ;)  did  it  escaj)e  him  (if  it  did  it 
should  not  have  escaped  Mr.  Brougham), 
that  there  was,  if  possible,  less  reason  to 
suspect  Messrs.  Hunt  of  itnpropw  motivei 
than  the  two  officers,  Tiie  Attorney  Ge- 
neral said,  that  "the  O^ici^r  a  could  have 
"  no  improper  ohjcct  in  vievj.  Not  so  the 
"  defendants."  What  proof  was.  there  of  this, 
either  positive  or  presumptive  r  Positive 
proof  there  was  none;  and,  as  to  the  pre- 
sumptive proof,  as  to  any  conclusion  to  be 
drawn  from  probabilities,  the  leaning  is 
decidedly  in  favour  of  Messrs.  Hunt. 
For,  it  is  possible  to  suppose  the  existence 
of  an  improper  object  in  the  otTicers. 
Mind,  I  do  not  suppose  it\  I  firmly  believe, 
that  they  were  actuated  by  a  sincere  de- 
sire to  do  good  to  the  military  service  and 
to  the  country.  But  it  is,  in  them,  pos- 
sible to  suppose  an  improper  object ;  for, 
any  man  may  easily  conceive  how  much 
their  writings  were  calculated  to  gain  them 
the  hearts  of  the  soldiers,  and  to  give  them, 
in  the  service,  a  stock  of  love  and  attach- 
ment greater  than  that  possessed  by  their 
brother  officers,  which,  to  carry  the  sup- 
position a  little  further,  they  might  pos- 
sibly make  useoftolheirown  private  advan- 
tage and  aggrandisement.  But,  vvitii  Messrs. 
Hunt"" (as  with  myself),  there  could  be  no 
such  object  in  view;  there  could  be  nothing 
of  a  seltish  kind.  All  the  world  knows  that 
soldiers,  or  "  the  soldierj/,"  are  not  our 
readers,  except,  perhaps,  a  few  of  the 
Commissioned  Officers,  who  if  they  did 
not  see  good  reason  to  approve  of  what 
we  said,  would  naturally  be  our  readers 
no  longer.  How,  then,  would  this  Gentle- 
man have  made  it  out,  that  the  two  offi- 
cers could  havs^  no  i?nproper  object,  and 
that  Messrs  Hunt  must  have  had  such  ob- 
ject F  The  r/c^  was  of  exactly  the  same 
sort.  There  was  not  the  least  difference 
in  it  in  any  part.  The  Officers  as  well 
as  the  Public  Writers  expressed  their  disap- 
probation ofjlodging,  and  both  parties  ap- 
pealed to  the  miiitarj/  punl^hmaits  of'  the 
French,  drawing  a  comparison  disadvan- 
tageous to  the  English  system.  Why-,  then, 
lee  me  ask,  should  it  be  presur.ied,  that 
the  object  of  Messrs.  Hunt  was  icf/,  while 
that  of  the  ofliceis  was  good  ?  ,  It  is  easy 
to  assert  that  this  was  so;  but  where  was 
the ^roo/,  where  was  the  reason  on  which 
to  ground  such  an  assertion  ?— — Here  I 
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must  stop  for  the  present,  lest  I  should  not 
have  room  for  the  whole  of  the  proceed- 
ings upon  this  important  Trial,  to  which 
i  again  beg  leave  to  solicit  the  reader's 
most  serious  attention. ^There  has  ap- 
peared in  the  Courier  of  last  night,  a 
most  atrocious  article  upon  the  subject, 
but  that  I  cannot  notice  it  till  my  next.  It 
plainly,  and  in  so  naany  words,  says,  that 
"  the  soldiers  are  out  of  the  pale  of  the  Eng- 
"  Hih  Constitution ;  "  and  says  that  7io  man 
ou'^ht  to  be  suffered  to  endeavour  to  soften 
their  lot.  Never,  I  believe,  was  any  thing 
60  outrageously  insolent  and  wicked  as 
ithis  published  in  England,  or  any  where 
else. 

W«.  COBBETT. 
State  Prison,  Neivgate,  Tuesday, 
February  26,  1811. 

LIBEL  CASE. 
Flogging  Soldiers. 

The  King  against  Messrs.  Hunt. 

Trial  before  (lie  Chief  Justice,  Lord  Ellen- 
borough,  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  at 
Westminster,  on  Friday,  22  Feb,  1 8 1 1 ,  o?j  an 
Ex  Officio  Informutionylaid  by  the  Attorney 
General,  Gibbs,  against  Messrs.  Hunt,  the 
Proprietors  and  one  of  the  Printers  of  a  Week- 
ly Nexvspaper, called  the  Examiner. 

A  SPECIAL  JURY  had  been  called  for 
by  the  Prosecutor,  and  were,  of  course, 
summoned  ;  but,  only  TWO  of  them  ap- 

E eared.  -Of  course  the  Trial  was  obliged  to 
e  put  ofti  or  TEN  men  were  to  be  taken 
from  the  COMMON  jurors.— The  Attor- 
ney General  chose  this,  and  thus  the  Jury 
was  formed. 

Specials, 

1  Samuel  Bishop,  Upper  Grafton  Street. 

2  George  Baxter,  Church  Terrace,  Pan- 

eras. 
Common  Jurymen. 

3  Robert  Maynard,  Glass-house  Street, 

Oilman. 

4  Waltek  How,  Gt.  Marlborough  Street, 
-    ,  Stationer. 

5  Rtchard  Bolton,  Silver  Street,  Porkman. 
C  John  Rutton,  Vigo  Lany,  Cutler. 

7  Hevry  Perkins,  Gt.  Marlborough  Street, 

Grocer. 

8  William  Lonsdale,  Broad  Street,  Cabi- 

net Maker. 
0  John  Sebrook,  Rupert  Street,  Cook. 
10  Thowias  Rjxon,  Carnaby  Street,  Vic- 
:  tualler. 


1 1  J©HKr^uNN,Gt, Crown  Court,  Victual  ,  ^  ,^ 

,  "    *  kr.  I  did  use  the  sentence  which  the  present  de 


12  David  Miller,  Carnaby  JJJarket North, 

Baker. 

Mr.  Richardson  opened  the  pleadings, 
by  stating,  that  this  was  a  criminal  Infor- 
mation filed  against  John  Hunt  and  Leigh 
Hunt,  the  printer,  and  two  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  Examiner,  Sunday  newspaper, 
for  a  seditious  libel,  to  which  the  defen- 
dants had  pleaded  Not  Guilty. 

The  Attorney-General  then  rose,  and 
said,  that  he  had  thought  it  incumbent  on 
him  to  prosecute  the  defendants  for  a  Li- 
bel ;  the  tendency  of  which  was  not  only 
to  excite  the  disaflection  of  the  soldiery, 
by  representing  that  they  were  treated 
with  improper  and  excessive  severity,  but 
(what  was  still  more  mischievous)  to  re- 
present the  treatment  of  Buonaparte  to- 
wards his  troops,  and  the  means  which 
were  used  to  enlist  them,  as  infinitely  pre- 
ferable to  the  system  employed  in  Great 
Britain.  The  effect  of  this  libel  was  ob- 
viously to  excite  discontent  and  dissatis- 
faction in  the  minds  of  the  soldiers  who 
had  already  entered  the  British  Service, 
and  to  disincline  others  from  entering  into 
that  service.  How  fatal  such  efforts  were 
to  the  country,  it  was  unnecessary  for  the 
Attorney- General  to  state.  The  defen- 
dants had  chosen  to  select  for  their  motto, 
what  they  supposed  him  to  have  said  upon 
the  occasion  of  a  former  trial  of  this  nature, 
when  it  became  necessary  for  the  Attor- 
ney-general to  prosecute  Mr.  Cobbett  for 
animadversions  of  extreme  severity  and 
injustice,  upon  an  occasion  of  a  mutiny  in 
the  Local  Militia,  which  was  punished  by 
a  Court-martial,  with  a  sentence  of  lashes, 
the  mfliction  of  part  of  which  was  remit- 
ted. The  defendant  on  that  occasion 
chose  for  his  motto,  or  text,  a  statement  of 
the  circumstance  from  the  news-papers; 
to  which  he  subjoined  a  libel  of  extreme 
malignity,  upbraiding  those  who  endea- 
voured to  suppress  the  mutiny,  and  insult- 
ing those  who  stood  by  to  see  it  punished. 
On  that  occasion,  too,  the  defendants  took 
an  opportunity  of  speaking  of  the  manner 
in  which  Buonaparte  was  supposed  to  re- 
cruit his  army,  taunting  and  reviling  those 
who  talked  of  his  severity,  and  telling 
them  it  was  ridiculous  to  animadvert  on 
his  cruelty  while  so  much  greater  existed 
in  our  own  army.  After  observing  in  that 
case  upon  the  mild  sentence  and  still 
milder  infliction  which  attended  the  muti- 
ny of  those  men  who  had  risen  upon  their 
officers,  the  Attorney-General  supposed  he 
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fendants  fiad  selected  for  the  motto  of  their 
libel — "  The  aggressors  were  not  dealt 
wiih  as  Buonaparte  would  have  treated  his 
refractory  troops."  Speech  of  the  At- 
toruey-Cieneral.  He  repeated  this  asser- 
tion now  ;  he  verily  believed  it :  in  Buo- 
naparte's army  the  offenders  would  not 
have  escaped  with  their  lives.  Mr.  Cob- 
bett  having  been  convicted  for  this  libel, 
the  present  publishers  took  up  the  sub- 
ject ;  and,  whereas  Mr.  Cobbelt  took  up 
a  particular  instance  of  military  punish- 
ment upon  which  to  comment,  the  present 
writers  took  all  they  could  collect  from  all 
the  papers,  and  presented  them  in  a  mass 
in  the  most  aggravating  manner,  evidently 
for  the  purpose  of  inflaming  the  minds  of 
the  soldiers,  rendering  them  disaffected  to 
the  service,  and  subjecting  the  pxiblic  to 
ail  those  calamities  which  would  follow 
the  eifect  which  this  publication  was  cal- 
culated to  produce.  The  Attorney-Gene- 
ral assumed  it  as  a  fact,  that  wherever 
there  was  an  army,  it  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  that  army  should  be  govern- 
ed by  laws  which  were  not  applicable 
to  (he  rest  of  society.  In  families,  it  was 
necessary  that  children  should  be  obedient 
to  their  parents,  servants  to  their  master  ; 
and  where  this  obedience  did  not  obtain, 
the  most  serious  domestic  evils  were  found 
to  ensue.  But  there  the  evil  ended.  In 
the  army  it  was  otherwise.  If  once  the 
army  was  let  loose  from  its  code  of  laws, 
not  only  would  follow  the  destruction  of 
the  military  system,  hut  the  downfall  ef  the 
ivhole  state.  It  was  unnecessary  to  state 
the  consequences  which  would  ensue.  It 
could  not  be  said,  that  this  publication 
had  not  a  tendency  to  these  consequences; 
for  what  could  tend  to  that  end  more  di- 
rectly than  to  represent  the  military  code 
as  cruel  and  oppressive,  and  adtoinistered 
with  unnecessary  severity  ?  Could  such  a 
representation  as  this  be  exceeded  in 
atrocity?  Yes,  it  could.  The  English 
army  could  be  brought  into  comparison 
with  the  French  army,  and  the  preference 
given  to  the  latter.  Having  thus  opened 
the  principles,  upon  which  the  Attorney- 
General  was  sure  the  Jury  would  decide 
this  publication  to  be  a  libel,  he  proceed- 
ed to  read  and  comment  upon  it  as  fol- 
lows :— ONE  THOUSAND  LASHES!  !— 
( From  the  Stamford  News.) — "  The  aggre.s- 
"  sors  were  not  ^dealt  with  as  Buonaparte 
*'  would  have  treJkted  liis refractory  troops." 
— Sp.eec/i  of  the  Attorney- General. 

Th#s  was  the  first  motto,  and  implicated 
the  libel  which  followed  it  sa closely,  that 
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the  Attorney- General  took  it  to  be  a  con- 
tinuance of  that  libel  for  which  Mr.  Cob- 
bett  had  received  the  sentence  of  the 
Court.  The  ^e'-ond  motto  consisted  of  the 
reports  of  military  punishments,  collected 
from  all  the  London  newspapers  (of  which 
it  might  be  necessary  to  inform  some  of 
the  Jury,  that  60  different  ones  were  pub- 
lished every  week)  and  represented  in 
one  mass.  The  number  of  troops  subject 
to  these  punishments  consisted  of  180,000 
local  militia,  and '90,000  original  militia, 
in  all  270,000,  besides  all  the  regular 
troops  in  the  service  ;  and  was  it  fair  to 
pick  out  all  the  punishments  which  had 
been  sentenced  on  the  soldiery,  without 
reporting,  at  the  same  time,  the  mnnber 
of  offenders  who  had  been  pardoned,  and 
the  number  of  persons  subject  to  commit 
the  offence  ?  Was  this  the  course  of  pro- 
ceeding of  a  fair  discusser  of  the  policy  of 
military  flogging  ? — "  Corporal  Curtis  was 
"  sentenced  to  receive  ONE  THOUSAND 
"  LASHES ;  but,  after  receiving  two  Itun- 
"  dred,  was,  on  his  own  petition,  permitted 
"  to  volunteer  into  a  regiment  on  foreign 
"  service. — William  Clifford,  a  private  in 
"  the  7th  Royal  re/eraw Battalion,  was  late- 
"  ly  sentenced  to  receive  ONE  THOU- 
"  Sx\ND  LASHES,  for  repeatedly  strik- 
"  ing  and  kicking  his  superior  officer. 
"  He  underwent  part  of  the  sentence,  by 
"  receiving  seven  hundred  and  fifty  lashes,  at 
"  Canterbury,  in  presence  of  the  whole 
"  garrison. — A  Garrison  Court-martial  has 
"been  held  on  board  the  Mctcalf  transport, 
"  at  Spithead,  on  some  men  of  the  4th  Re^ 
"  giment  of  Foot,  for  disrespectful  behavi- 
*'  our  to  their  officers.  TWO  TKOU- 
"  SAND  SIX  HUNDRED  LASHES  were 
"  to  be  inflicted  among  them. — Robert 
"  Chilman,  a  private  in  the  Bearstead  and 
"  Mailing  regiment  of  Local  Militia,  who 
"  was  lately  tried  by  a  Court-martial  for 
"  disobedience  of  orders,  and  mutinous 
"  and  improper  behaviour  while  the  regi- 
"  ment  was  embodied,  has  been  found 
"  guilty  of  all  the  charge?,  and  sentenced 
"  to  receive  EIGHT  HUNDRED  LASHES, 
"  which  are  to  be  inflicted  on  him  at 
"  Chatham,  to  which  garrison  he  is  to 
"  be  marched  for  that  purpose."  — Lon- 
don Newspapers. — This  was  the  second 
motto  ;  and  now  the  libel  commencei 
at  once :  —  "  The  Attorney-General  said 
"what  was  very  true;  — these  aggres- 
"  sors  have  certainly  not  been  dealt 
"  with  as  Buonaparte  would  have  treated 
"  his  refractory  troops  j — nor  indeed  as  re- 
"  fractory  troops  would  have  been  treated 
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c  in  any  civilized  country  whatever,  save 
"  and  except  only  this  country. — Here 
"  alone,  in  this  land  of  liberly,  in  this  age 
"  of  refinement — by  a  people'  who,  with 
'♦  their  usual  consistency,  have  been  in  the 
*•  hafeit  of  re'proaching  their  neighbours 
"  with  the  cruelty  of  their  punishments — 
"  is  still  inflicted  a  species  oUortiire,  at  least 
"  as  exquisite  as  any  that  uas  ever  devised 


and  to  debase  our  own — "  Let  it  not  be 
"  supposed  tliat  we  intend  these  remarks 
'■  to  excite  a  vague  'and  indiscriminating 
"  sentiment  against  punishment  by  mili- 
"  taiy  lau'  : — no  :  when  it  is  considered 
"  that  discipline  forms  the  soul  of  an  army, 
"  without  which  it  would  at  once  dege- 
"  nci'ate  into  a  mob  ;  when  the  description 
*'  of  persons  which  compose  the  body  of 


by  the  infernal  ingenuity  of  the  Inqui-  j  "  what  is  called qn  &niiy,and  ihesituations 


•'  sition. — No,  as  liie  Attorney  General 
"  justly  saj's,  Buonaparte  do'js  not  treat  his 
"  refractory  troops  in  this  manner;  there 
"  is  not  a  man  in  his  ranks  whose  back  is 
*•'  seamed  with  the  lacerating  cat-o'-nine- 
♦'  tails  ; — his  soldiers  have  never  yet  been 
**  brought  up  to  view  one  of  their  com- 
♦'  rades  stripped  nakecl, — bis  limbs  tied 
"  with  ropes  to  a  triangular  machine, — his 
"  back  torn  to  the  bone  by  the  merciless 
"  cutting  whipcord,  applied  by  persons 
"  who  relieve  each  other  at  short  intervals, 
"  that  they  may  bring  the  fuU  unexhausted 
*'  strength  of  a  man  to  the  work  of 
"  scourging.  Buonaparte's  soldiers  have 
*'  never  yet,  with  tingling  ears,  listened  to 
"  the  piercing  screams  of  a  human  crea- 
"  ture  so  tortured :  they  have  never  seen 
"  the  blood  oozing  from  his  rent  flesh  ; — 
"  they  have  never  beheld  a  surgeon,  with 
"  dubious  look,  pressing  the  agonized 
'•'  victim's  pulse,  and  caltnly  calculating, 
"  to  an  odd  blow,  how  far  suffering  may 
"  be  extended,  until,  in  its  extremity,  it 
"  encroa(!;h  upon  life.  In  short,  Buona- 
"  parte's  soldiers  cannot  form  any  notion 
"of  that  most  heart-rending  of  all  exhi- 
"  hitions  on  this  side  hell— an  English  Mi- 
"  litari^  Flogging."  Now,  wh\",  in  his  out- 
set, did  this  writer  compare  the  treatment 
of  our  soldiers  with  that  of  Buonaparte's  ? 
Did  he  mean  to  recommend  our  govern- 
ment to  abolish  the  present  military  code, 
and  substitute  that  of  Buonaparte  ?  Did 
our  system  drag  meii  from  their  homes, 
and  oblige  the;u  to  enter  the  army  against 
their  will,  as  ihat  of  Buonaparte  does  ? 
If  it  did,  the  Attorney -General  could  not 
have  dared  to  jitand  up  this  day  against 
any  publication  which  execrated  such  a 
plan.  Military  punishments  were  severe  : 
but  was  it  the  interest  of  the  inflicters  of 
them  "to  render  them  more  so  than  was 
necessary  ?  And  was  it  not  necessary  to 
insure  prompt  obedience,  by  prompter 
justice  than  could  be  sought  for  jn  any 
other  than  the  military  code  .*  The  whole 
of  the  above  paragraph  was  comparison 
with  the  French  ;  and  the  obvious  ten- 
dency of  it  was  to  elevate  their  conduct. 


"  ni  which  it  is  frequently  placed,  are 
"  also  taken  into  account,  it  will,  we  are 
"  afraid,  appear  but  too  evident,  that  the 
''  military  code  must  still  be  kept  distinct 
"  from  the  civil,  and  distinguished  by 
"  greater  promptitude  and  severity. — Buo- 
"  naparteis  no  favourite  of  ours,  God  wot; 
"  but  if  we  come  to  balance  accounts 
"  with  him  on  this  particular  head,  let  us 
"  see  how  matters  will  stand."— The  At- 
torney-General then  pointed  out  with  what 
extreme  reluctance  the  enormities  of  the 
French  system  were  mentioned.  "  He 
"■  recruits  his  ranks  by  force,— .so  do  we  :'* 
as  if  by  the  same  degree  of  force  !  The 
imprisonments  and  deaths  to  which  he  has 
recourse  were  slightly  passed  over.— 
"  We  Jlog  those  whom  we  have  forced— 
"  he  does  not.  It  may  be  said  he  punishes 
"them  in  some  manner  ;— that  is  very 
"true.  He  imprisons  his  refractory  troops, 
"  occasionally,  in  chains ;  and  in  aggra- 
"  vated  cases,  he  puts  them  to  death.  But 
"any  of  these  severities  is  preferable  to 
"  tying  a  human  creature  up  like  a  dog, 
"  and  cutting  his  flesh  to  pieces  with  whip- 
"  cord.  Who  would  not  go  to  prison  for 
'•'  two  years,"  [as  Buonaparte  sent  hismi* 
litary  ofienders,  the  Attorney  General 
supposed]  "  or  indeed  for  aljpost  any  term, 
"  rather  than  bear  the  exquisite,  the  al- 
"  most  insupportable  torment,  occasioned 
"  by  the  infliction  of  seven  hundred  or  a 
"  thousand  hshes  ?  Death  is  mercy  com- 
"  pared  with  such  sufferings.  Besides, 
"  what  is  a  man  good  for  after  he  has  had 
"  the  cac-o'-nine-tails  across  his  back  ? 
"  Can  he  ever  again  hold  up  his  head 
"  among  his  fellows  ?  One  of  the  poor 
"  wretches  executed  at  Lincoln  last  Fri- 
"  day,  it  is  stated,  had  been  severely  pit- 
"  nishcd  in  some  regiment.  The  proba- 
"  bilit}^  is,  that  to  this  ddioiis,  ignominious 
"  flogging,  may  be  traced  his  sad  end  ; 
"  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  he  found 
"  the  gallows  less  cruel  than  the  halberts. 
"  Surely,  then,  the  Attorney-General  ought 
"  not  to  stroke  his  chin  with  such  com- 
"placency,  when  he  i-efers  to  the  manner 
"  it)  which  Buonaparte  treats  his  soldiers. 
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"  We  despise  and  detest  those  who  would 
"  tell  us  that  there  is  as  much  liberty  now 
"  enjoyed  in  France  as  there  is  left  in  this 
"  country.  We  give  all  credit  to  the 
"  wishes  of  some  of  our  great  men  ;  yet 
"while  any  thing  remains  to  us  in  the 
"  shape  of  free  discussion,  it  is  impossible 
"  that  we  should  sink  into  the  abject,  sla- 
"  very  in  which  the  French  people  are 
"  plunged.  But  although  we  do  not  envy 
"  the  general  condition  of  Buonaparte's 
"  subjects,  we  really  ('ind  we  speak  the 
"  honest  conviction  of  our  hearts)  see  no- 
'•'  thing  peculiarly  pitiable  in  the  lot  oT 
"  his  soldiers  when  compared  with  that 
"  of  our  own.  Were  w^  called  upon  to 
"  make  oui-  election  between  the  services, 
"  the  whipcord  would  a.t  once  decide  us. — 
"  No  advantage  whatever  ean  compensate 
"  for,  or  -render  tolerable  to  a  »iiind  but 
"  one  degree  removed  from  brutality,  a 
"  liability  to  be  iashed  like  a  bet.?.t.  It  is 
"  idle  to  talk  about  rendering  the  situation 
*'  of  a  Biitisti  soldier  pleasant  to  bin. self, 
*'  or  de?irablt,  fvir  less  honouralile,  in  the 
"■  estimation  of  others,  while  the  whip  is 
*'  held  over  his  head — and  over  his  head 
•'  «/o7?e,  for  in  no  country  in  Europe  (with 
"  the  excepiiou,  perhaps,  of  Russia,  which 
"  is  yet  in  a  state  of  barbarity),  is  the 
*■'  military  character  so  degraded.  We 
"  have  heard  of  an  armj"^  of  slaves,  which 
"  had  bravely  withstood  the  sioards  of 
"  their  masters,  being  defeated  and  dis- 
"  persed  by  the  bare  shaking  of  them;'n^- 
"  ment  of  Jlagdlaiion  in  their  faces.  This 
"  brought  so  forcibly  to  their  minds  their 
"  former  state  of  servitude  and  disgrace, 
/'  that  every  honourable  impulse  at  once 
"  forsook  their  bosoms,  and  they  betook 
*'  themselvfs  to  flight  and  to  howling.  We 
"  entertain  no  anxiety  about  the  cba- 
"  racter  of  our  country  men  in  Portugal, 
"  when  we  contetjiplate  their  meeting  the 
''  bayonets  of  Massena's  troops  ;  but  we 
"  must  own  that  we  should  tremble  for  the 
"  result,  were  the  French  General  to  dis- 
**  patch  against  them  a  few  hundred  drum- 
"  mers,  each  brandishing[a  cat-o'-nine-iuik." 
— If  there  were  to  be  made  any  alteration 
in  our  iriiliiary  code,  it  must  be  by  increas- 
ing the  number  of  those  ofter.ces  punish- 
able by  death  ;  and  if  a  proposal  were 
made  to  this  effect,  the  Attorney-general 
should  like  to  know  in  what  terms  of  seve- 
rity the  writer  of  this  libel  would  attack 
the  proposerof  such  a  measure.  The  writer 
struck  his  balance  between  the  supposecl 
hardships  of  our  army  anJ  the  real  ones 
of  Buonaparte's,  and  gave  the  final  pre- 


ference to  the  Corsican.     Could  the  jury 
hear   this  without  indignation  .'      Was  it 
possible  not  to  see  that  the  tendency  of 
the  libel  was  to  alienate  the  soldier's  love 
j  of  his  profession,  and  disincline  every  body 
else  from  embracing  it  t    Could  any  tbino- 
be   more    pointedly     mischievous.''     The 
.  whole  libel   was  equally  oiHensive  :  every 
(  sentence   had    the    same   tendency.       Of 
j  this  tendency  there  could  be  no  doubt ; 
I  and  the  jury  would  therefore   hear  from 
his  Lordship  that  this  was  a  most  mischiev- 
ous and  .seditious  libel. 

Mii,  Brougoam  then  addressed  the 
Court  and  the  Jury  on  behalf  of  the  de- 
fendants, to  the  following  effect : — "  lu 
rising  to  support  the  cause  of  these  de- 
fendants, 1  am  abundantly  sensible  of  tha 
difficulties  under  which  I  labour,  not 
rasrely  on  the  score  of  unequal  ialents  and 
learning,  or  on  account  of  the  high  in- 
ffjence  of  the  office  of  the  Attorney- 
General  ;  not  merely  becau.se  I  am  de- 
fending the  cause  of  those  prosecuted  by 
the  Crown,  a  circumstance  which  fhrovv's 
an  odium  upon  defendants,  in  whose  fa- 
vour, in  civil  prosecutions,  the  presump- 
tion is ;  but  because  this  charge  of  libel 
is  brought  forward  at  a  lime  when 
the  licentiousness  of  the  <pYir  j,  has 
reached  a  height,  which  it  certa,  n;y  has 
not  attained  at  any  former  time  tv'en  in 
this  country  ;  a  licenliousncss,  v;hereby 
everj'-  boundary  is  removed,  and  every 
obstacle  overwhelmed.  I  will  not  say 
that  no  character  is  so  exalted,  because  it 
is  not  of  the  attacks  upon  exalted  charac- 
ters that  I  complain  ;  but  I  will  say  that 
00  character  is  so  humble  and  so  private, 
as  to  have  escaped  the  libels  of  those  who 
seek  to  gratify  an  idle  curiosity,  or  to 
flatter  a  still  Jess  excusable  malignity. 
To  point  out  as  an  object  for  the  tongue 
of  slander  the  rnan  who  is  endeavour- 
ing to  enter  into  private  life,  is  with 
some  the  road  to  populaiity-^with  hun- 
dreds the  ineariS  of  a  base  subsistence. 
It  is  unnecessary  tor  me  to  state  the  na- 
ture, consequences,  and  grounds  of  this 
licentioor'iies?  of  the  press;  and  I  am  far 
from  saying  there  is  nothing  to  extenuate 
it.  It  arises  in  a  great  degree  from  that 
love  of  publicity  wiih.  which  many  are 
seized,  to  a  degree  v*hich  leads  them  to 
value  their  existence  only  in  proportion 
as  it  is  pa-sed  before  the  gaze  of  the 
world,  and  to  care  not  what  they  do,  so 
as  they  be  but  talked  of.  In  this  parti- 
cular thre  public  at  least  are  liberal,  and 
never  farl   to  rf ward  him  who   panders 
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to  their  gluttonous  appetite.  The  conse- 
quences, however,  are  fatal  to  the  press 
itself,  tending  to  alienate  the  rainds  of  the 
fastest  friends  to  its  freedom,  and  lo  lead 
them  to  doubt  Whether  its  abuse  were  not 
greater  than  its  use  ;  till  at  last,  instead  of 
blessing  its  light,  they  come  to  consider 
it  as  a  source  of  certain  mischief  and  of 
doubtful  good.  Instead  of  confining  pub- 
lic discussion  to  the  characters  of  great 
men,  and  of  public  actions,  the  press  is 
occupied  in  private  scandal,  and  in  ripping 
up  the  secret  histories  of  humble  indivi- 
duals. It  is  no  small  hardship  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  too,  that  the  defendants  come 
into  court  after  the  judgment  of  several 
general  libels  ;  because,  the  subject  of  tlie 
libel  being  only  stated,  it  is  natural  to 
conclude,  that  this  is  of  the  same  specie? 
with  that  cf  which  Mr.  Cobbett,  or  Mr. 
Any-body-else  has  been  convicted.  The 
Attorney  General  has  endeavoured,  indeed, 
to  draw  a  parallel  between  this  case  and 
thatof  Mr.  Cobbett,  in  which  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  follow  him  ;  for  I  trust  I  shall 
not  proceed  far  before  I  shall  have  con- 
vinced you  that  the  light  is  not  more  dif- 
ferent from  darkness,  than  the  present 
case  is  from  all  and  each  of  those  that 
preceded  it.  The  consequence,  however, 
of  all  these  prejudices  is  excessively  hurt- 
ful to  my  case  ;  and,  indeed,  I  have  to 
withstand  a  tide  and  torrent  of  prejudice 
directed  now-a-days  to  almost  every  thing 
which  comes  in  the  suspicious  shape  of 
being  printed.  But  I  should  not  have 
counselled  the  present  defendants  to  make 
a  struggle  to-day,  unless  their  case  had 
merits  of  an  individual  nature,  and  of  such 
a  nature  as  will,  I  trust,  induce  the  court 
and  the  jury,  to  stretch  forth  their  friend- 
ly hand  to  prevent  them  from  utterly 
sinking.  If  I  can  shew  that  the  intention 
of  the  defendants  was  good  (whether  it 
was  laudable  or  not  is  another  question,) 
then  are  they  innocent  and  not  blamable. 
In  whatever  light  the  composition  may  be 
considered  critically,  and  as  a  piece  of 
writing,  although  it  be  not  an  original 
article  belonging  to  the  paper,  I  am  con- 
tent to  consider  the  defendants  on  the 
footing  of  its  authors  ;  and  if  you  should 
not  attribute  guilty  intentions  to  them  as 
its  composers,  it  will  be  your  duty  to 
acquit  them.  This  will  be  the  question 
you  will  hare  to  decide  ;  but  at  the  same 
time,  I  will  not  disguise  to  you  that  you 
have  now  to  try  a  far  more  important 
question — whether  from  this  time  an  Eng- 
lishman shall  have  the  privilege  of  free 


discussion,  and,  if  discussion,  of  expres- 
sion of  his  opinions  against,  as  well  as  for 
any  political  measure,  or  statistical  sys- 
tem. The  present  is  not  an  instance- 
of  the  canvass  of  individual  character,  of,, 
a  particular  error  of  policy,  or  abuse  of 
system  ;  (I  do  not  deny  that  an  English- 
man has  that  privilege  of  discussion,  too  ; 
but  that  it  is  not  now  the  question  ;)  the 
present  question  is  as  to  his  right  of  dis- 
cussing a  general,  I  had  almost  said,  an 
abstract,  question, — of  giving  his  own 
opinion  as  to  a  particular  cast  of  policy, 
which  it  has  pleased  the  legislature  to 
adopt.  It  is  a  question  whether  we  have 
a  right  to  endeavour  to  make  that  perfect, 
which  we  all  so  greatly  admire  ;  the  con- 
stitution of  our  array ;  it  is  a  question, 
whether  a  man,  vehemently  anxious  for 
the  glory  of  the  ormjs  may  promote  the 
good  of  the  service,  bj'  shewing  wherein 
its  system  is  hurtful,  and  by  pointing  out 
those  flaws  which  prevent  its  attainment  of 
a  greater  degree  of  perfection.  Upon  the 
soldier's  feelings  of  honour  depend  the 
safety  of  these  kingdoms  ;  and,  with  this 
consideration  before  him,  is  not  that  man 
the  benefactor  of  his  country  who  endea- 
vours to  refine  those  notions  of  honour  to 
the  uttermost  pitch  of  perfection  ?  These 
are  the  questions  in  this  case  ;  and  these 
your  verdict  will  decide.  It  is  well  known 
that  for  many  years  the  attention  of  the 
legislature  has  been  almost  exclusively  call- 
ed to  the  importance  of  military  policy. 
It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  go  into  a  de- 
tail of  all  the  plans  which  have  been  at 
different  times  proposed  ;  it  is  sufficient 
to  state,  that  all  of  them  have  had  one  ob- 
ject in  view — that  of  bettering  the  con- 
dition of  the  soldier.  To  some  of  these 
plans  it  is,  however,  necessary  that  I  should 
direct  your  attention.  The  first  I  shall 
mention  is  that  of  shortening  the  term  of 
military  service.  Upon  this  subject.  Sir 
Robert  Wilson,  whose  presence  in  Court 
prevents  me  from  saying,  that,  as  there 
is  not  one  officer  in  the  service  more  dis- 
tinguished for  gallantry  and  skill,  so  there 
is  none  more  distinguished  by  an  ardent, 
almost  amounting  to  a  romantic,  attach- 
ment to  the  profession  of  arms  ;  not  one  in 
whom  Buonaparte  has  a  deadlier  (I  had 
nearly  said  a  more  personal)  enemy,  or  this 
country  and  its  allies  a  faster  friend. 
This  gallant  officer,  in  the  year  1804,  pub- 
lished a  tract  upon  the  subject  ofimprov- 
ingand  re-organising  the  military  system.  It 
was  addressed  to  Mr.  Pitt,  whose  attention 
was  then  directed  to  the  subject ;  and  ineik> 
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tions,  among  a  variety  of  causes  operating 
to  deter  men  from  military  enlistment,  the 
length  of  the  term  of  that  enlistment. 
The  writer  is,  perhaps,  warm  in  much 
of  his  language ;  and  I  should  have 
held  that  author  cheap  indeed,  who 
could  have  touched  upon  such  a  subject 
with  all  the  coldness  of  a  regimental  re- 
turn. "  Is  not  this  enlistment  for  life,'' 
the  gallant  writer  asks,  "  declaring  to  the 
world  that  the  military  service  is  so  un- 
grateful, that  it  is  necessary  to  secure  the 
soldier,  otherwise  he  would  never  stay  in 
it  ?"  He  then  talks  of  the  liability  to  ser- 
Tice  in  the  West  India  Islands  as  another 
great  drawback  to  enlistment.  I  may  not 
agree  with  the  writer  in  every  one  of  his 
argumeiits  ;  but  God  forbid  that  I  should 
impute  a  libel  to  the  gallant  olVicer.  He 
proposes  that  the  West  Indies  should  be 
given  up  :  "  that  charnel-house,"  says 
he,  "  must  be  closed  for  ever  against  Bri- 
tish troops."  Did  Sir  Robert  Wilson  mean 
by  all  this  to  disincline  the  regiments 
already  there,  or  about  to  embark  thither, 
from  the  military  service  :  Far  be  it  from 
me  to  impute  any  such  intention  to  him. 
This  is  the  language  of  free  discussion, 
and  the  gallant  writer  speaks  warmly  be- 
cause he  thinks  strongly.  Honour  is  the 
nature  of  the  tenure  by  which  the  soldier 
holds  his  sword  ;  and  upon  the  subject  of 
military  punishments,  the  writer  enters  at 
once  in  language  certainly  not  weaker  than 
that  of  the  publication  before  you.  "  The 
second  and  equally  strong  check  to  mi- 
litary enlistment,"  says  he,  is  the  fre- 
quency of  military  punishment.  "  The 
late  Sir  R.  Abercrombie,"  he  adds  in  a 
note,  "  was  an  enemy  to  it  for  light  of- 
fences ;  and  Lord  Moira,  and  almost 
every  General  in  the  service,  are  universal 
enemies  to  it."  And  how  is  there  any 
chance  of  subverting  the  system,  unless, 
by  facts  and  reasoning,  the  country  and 
the  legislature  are  convinced  of  its  error? 
Sir  Robert  Wilson  does  not  represent  a 
picture  of  military  punishment,  too  fright- 
ful as  it  is  for  patient  examination  ;  but  he 
does  say  that  there  is  no  mode  so  disgrace- 
ful as  that  of  punishment  by  flogging, 
and  more  inconsistent  with  the  military 
character  ;  and  is  justly  severe  when  he 
sees  that  punishment,  which  should  be 
awarded  only  to  crimes  of  the  blackest  die, 
inflicted  upon  petty  breaches  of  the  mi- 
litary law.  He  attributes  his  ea"ly  respect 
for  the  array  to  the  circumstance  of  his 
having  been  educated  in  a  regiment,,  in 
the  fact  of  which  the  triangles  were  never 


plarited,  and  of  which  every  man  there- 
fore walked  erect  and  conscious  of  the 
dignity  of  a  soldier.  "  There  is  no  maxim, 
(he  observes,)  more  true,  than  that  cruelty 
is  a  mark  of  cowardice^ — humanity  of  bra- 
very. To  a  commanding  officer  possessing 
the  latter  qualities,  a  thousand  methods 
of  commuting  the  punishment  of  flogging 
for  a  better  mode  of  punishment  would 
suggest  themselve.s."  He  then  proceeds 
to  say,  that  if  a  return  were  made  of  the 
number  of  soldiers  punished,  the  astonish- 
ment of  the  public  would  be  excited  ;  and 
relates  an  instance  of  an  Irish  Commander 
who  once  flogged  70  men  in  one  day,  and 
resumed  the  employment  the  next  morn' 
ing.  "  Corporal  punishments  (he  con- 
cludes) never  reform  a  corps  ;  they  break 
the  soldier's  spirit,  without  mending  his 
disposition  ;  the  cat-o'-nine-tails  defeats 
every  end  of  punishment,  only  rendering 
the  soldier  despicable  in  his  own  eyes, 
and  the  object  of  opprobrium  in  those  of 
others."  I  admit  that  this  is  a  topic  of 
delicacj/ ;  but  it  was  the  gallant  officer'* 
duty  to  touch  upon  it,  from  which,  as  an 
upright  man,  he  was  not  deterred  by  the 
fear  of  having  attributed  to  him  motives, 
by  which  he  was  never  actuated.  He  ah 
tervvards  remarks  the  melancholy  truth, 
that  military  puriishments  subdue  every 
amiable  disposition,  and  familiarize  gen- 
tlemen by  every  right  of  education  and 
birth,  to  scenes  with  which  no  other 
civilized  nation  is  acquainted.  "  Why  (he 
asks,)  should  England  be  the  last  to  adopt 
the  humane  system  ?  France  allows  of 
flogging  only  in  her  marine  ;  and  in  no 
other  country,  save  and  except  England 
alone,  is  that  system  constantly  resorted 
to."  It  is  not  by  the  writings  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert Wilson  only,  that  I  defend  the  opi- 
nions of  thepaper  before  me  :  I  have  others 
on  the  same  side  ;  but  I  shall  only  mention 
one  more,  that  of  Brigadier  General  Stuart^ 
the  object  of  whose  publication  (dated 
1806)  is  to  shew  the  defects  in  our  pre= 
sent  military  establishment,  and  to  urge 
the  necessity  of  its  reform.  "  Without  a 
radical  change,  (he  says),  the  British  army 
will  never  continue  formidable  abroad  j 
and  respected  at  home  ;"  and  he  then 
mentions  the  very  same  defects,  which 
are  pointed  out  by  Sir  Robert  Wilson.  He 
too  has  recourse  to  that  topic,  which  it 
seems  no  man  can  write  upon  this  subject 
without  adverting  to— the  sj'slem  of 
France.  The  French .  soldiers,  he  says, 
are  often  shot,  but  seldom  punished  cor- 
porally J  and  in  no  service  have  I  seen  dis- 


S073 


POLITICAL  REGISTER— Lzk?  Case, 


[508 


cipline  preserved  upon  truer  principles. 
Gentlemen,  I  like  not  an  over-pioneness 
to  praise  every  thing  French  ;  but  in  men 
who  have  beaten  i  he  French,  there  is  ?.n 
additional  merit  in  giving  their  adver»a- 
ries  their  dwe  praise  ;  it  adds  the  grace  of 
liberality  to  the  value  or  truth  ;  it  shews 
them  to  be:\bove  little  petty  paltry  feods, 
and  that  their  way  of  fighting  their  ene- 
mies is  in  the  field,  and  not  by  upbraid- 
ings.  This  gallant  General  has  seen 
other  service  ;  he  has  served  with  Aus- 
trians,  Russians,  and  Swedes  ;  but  in  no 
service  did  he  see  discipline  preserved  on 
truer  principles  than  in  the  French.  Do 
I  mean.  Gentlemen,  to  argue  from  all  this 
that  because  these  gallant  officers  have 
done  improperly,  the  defendants  have  a 
right  to  do  so  too  ?  Do  I  know  so  little  of 
your  understandings,  or  have  I  so  little , 
regard  for  the  interruptions  of  the  learned 
judge,  as  to  offer  the  absurd,  the  insane 
.proposition,  that  the  fault  of  one  man 
excuses  that  of  another  ?  Did  I  bring  for- 
ward one  libel  to  screenanother,  that  cir- 
cumstance would  be  only  an  aggravation 
of  the  offence.  No,  Gentlemen;  I  quote 
the  words  of  these  gallant  officers  to  you, 
because  you  and  I  must  hold  them  iaca- 
capable  of  sowing  dissensions  among  their 
men,  or  deterring  others  from  entering 
the  army.  Of  all  men  in  the  country, 
there  were  no  two  v/ho  more  eminently 
adorned  their  profession,  or  were  more 
enthusiastically  fond  of  it  ;  and  there 
«amiot  be  a  natural  pretext  for  charging 
them  with  a  libellous  intention  in  the  pub- 
lication of  their  respective  pamphlets ; 
and  it  is,  thcrefoie,  I  argue,  (with  great 
submission  to  his  Lordship)  that  if  these 
gallant  officers  could  publish  what 
they  had  published  without  any  libel- 
lous intention,  the  mere  fact  of  the  pub- 
lication of  my  client's  paper  i'iro.evidence 
of  a  libellous  intention.  With  this  state- 
ment of  my  argumem,  I  shall  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  ^f  the  aliedged 
libel  itself.  Upon,  its  first  motto,  I  shall 
not  detain  you  long.  Nothing  surely  can 
be  made  of  a  fashion,  which  has  been  the 
commonest  device  of  an  author,  at  lesst 
from,  the  time  of  the  Spectator ;  asnd  it 
surely  is  too  much,  because  a  quotation  is 
made  from  the  Attorney  General's  speech 
upon  a  former  trial,  to  implicate  the 
q^uoter  in  the  libeK  of  which  that  was  the. 
trial.  In  case,  then,  it  should  be  said  that 
the  present  writer  proceeded  upon  no 
facts,  he  collects  a  body  of  such  facts, 
and  places  them  at  the  head  of  his  ar- 


gument, a3  iso  much  the  stronger  ground 
for  agitating  the  question.  It  had  been 
enough  for  his  argument  to  have  said,  that 
"Corporal  Curtis  was  sentenced  to  re-, 
ceive  one  thousand  lashes;"  but  he  fairly 
adds,  "  but,  after  receiving  two  hundred^ 
was  permitted  to  volunteer  on  foreign  ser-* 
vice  ;"  and  in  the  same  spirit  of  candour, 
he  states  that  the  offence  of  William  Clif- 
ford was  that  of  "  repeatedly  striking  and 
kicking  his  superior  officer."'  It  is  thus 
through  the  article,  he  qualifies  and 
guards  his  expressions,  in  the  true  temper 
of  an  impartial  arjijuer.  After  some  warnx 
and  vehement  writing  on  the  subject  of 
these  floggings,  equally  warm  witli  that 
of  Sir  Robert  Wilson,  (and  who  should  say 
the  writer,  feeling  \varmly,  was  not  to  ex- 
press himself  so  i")  he  is  afraid  that  his 
readers  may  be  led  into  the  mistake,  into 
which  it  seems  the  Attorney-General  has 
actually  fallen,  and  therefore  cautions  them 
lest  they  should  suppose  he  was  too  gene- 
rally fond  of  French  systems.  [The  learn- 
ed Counsel  then  read  the  beginning  of  the 
second  paragraph  of  the  libel.]  It  had 
been  objected,  that  the  writer  has  not  suf- 
ficiently guarded  his  military  reader  (sup- 
posing him  to  have  one)  from  an  idea  that  . 
there  was  no  difference  between  the  Eng- 
lish and  the  French  military  codes  ;  but 
the  writer  expressly  states  that  "  Buona- 
parte imprisons  his  refractory  troops,  oc- 
casionally ni  chains  ;  and  in  aggravated 
cases  he  puts  them  to  death."  Is  this  not 
stating  both  sides  fairly.?  Is  this  keeping 
out  oi' sight  the  severities  of  Buonaparte? 
Had  the  writer  any  reason  to  mention  the 
French  punishments  ?  But  though  the 
conduct  of  his  argument  does  not  de- 
mand it,  he  admits  that  Buonaparte  pu- 
nishes with  chains  and  death.  Many  of 
our  first  statesmen,  on  the  agitation  of  the 
question,  have  maintained  that  the  punish- 
ment of  death  should  supersede  that  of 
flogging  in  our  army  ;  and  it  is  not  out 
of  compassion  to  the  soldier,  that  the 
argviment  in  the  paper  before  me  is  held, 
as  much  as  to  say  to  him,  "Mutiny  !  that's 
right !  You  are  liable  to  have  your  back 
tortured,  and  your  revolt  is  justifiable !" 
The  argument  iS;  that  the  punishment  of 
death  is  less  horrible  and  disgraceful  than 
that  of  whipping  ;  and  the  WTiter's  ad- 
dress to  the  soldier  is,  "  don't  think  you 
are  to  get  off  for  your  offences;  my  no- 
tion is,  that  instead  of  being  flogged,  you 
should  be  chained  for  life,  or  put  at  once 
to  death."  Tiie  writer's  tenderness  was 
ejjercised  towards  the  military  cbaractei? 
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in  general,  ariJ  not  to  the  soldier  in  par- 
ticular ;  and,  instead  of  exciting  them  to 
mutiny,  be   addressed  them  in   the  lan- 

guasre  of  severity  ;  he  was  aware  of  the 
strictness  necessary  m  military  discipline, 
and    where  otiiers  would   flog  he  would 
shoot  the  soldier.       "  We    dcspi.se    and 
detest  those  who  would  tell  us,  that  there 
is  as  much  liberty  now  enjoyed  in  France, 
as  therp  is  left  in  this  country."     Is  this 
the  language  of  hiin   who  would  fix  the 
eye  of  blame  only  upon  what   happens  at 
home  ?     The  whole  gist  of  the  argument 
is,  that  the  French  discipline  being  supe- 
rior to  ours,  as  Sir  Robert  Wilson  and  Gen. 
Stuart  had  testified    it  was,  we  ought  to 
suffer  ourselves   in   that   particular  to  be 
taught  even  by  our  enemies.     The  topic 
of  comparison  with  the  French,   delicate 
as  it  is,  was   necessary  to  his  argument, 
which  could  not  be  conducted  without  it. 
At  the  same   time  he   guards  his  reader 
against  any  erroneous   impression  which 
the  preference  he   was  compelled  to  give 
in  this  comparison  might  make  upon  liim; 
and  I  pray  you,  gentlemen,  not  to  be  led 
away  by  any  appearance   cf  warmth  or 
violence,  with  which  his  remarks  may  be 
made.     He   might  have   made  these  re- 
marks  without  the  qualification  which  he 
has  annexed   to  them,  and   yet,  I  should 
not  have   been  afraid  of  his  defence;  he 
has  qualified    them,    and  his   defence   is 
sure.     The  points  he  has  urged,  he  had  a 
right    to    press,    unless    free    discussion 
mean  a  free  choice  of  topics,  but  a  fettered 
use  of  them,  a  selection  of  subject,  but  a 
restriction  of  language.     If  there  is  one 
subject  upon  which  we  may  be  allovt'ed  to 
think  more  strongly  than  another,  it  is  the 
present ;    and  every  body  above  the  level 
of  a  stock  or  a  stone  will  write  in  propor- 
tion to  his  feelings  on  this  subject.     If  he 
have  not  the  power  to  do  this,  to  what  is 
the  privilege  of  discussion  reduced  ?     To 
something    like  a  free   selection  of  what 
another  prescribes — to   a    rule  eaten    up 
with  exceptions  ;    and  he  who  tells   you 
you  have  the  privilege,  has  either  a  small 
acquaintance   with    the    language,    or    a 
aplight  regard  to  truth.     The  present  writer 
has   stated  facts;    a  system  itself  is  im- 
peached,  and   it  i:^  pan  oi  his   argument 
that    that    system   leads    to   unavoidable 
cruelty,  and  cruelty  which  cjlnnot  fail  to 
be  exercised.     He  whohas  a  right  to  hold 
this   opinion,  has  a  duty  to  communicate 
it;  and  as  for  the  fear  of  exciting  mutiny 
in  the  soldiers,  it  is  idle  and  chimerical. 
But  laying  out  of  your  view,  gentlemen. 


my  former  argument  and  the  high  autho- 
rities upon  which  I  grounded,  namely, 
that  evil  intention  was  no  more  imputable 
to  my  clients,  than  to  the  gallant  officers  I 
have  quoted  to  you,  is  there  any  visible 
limit  .  to  the  Attorney-general's  argu- 
ment ?  Is  there  any  safe  subject  for  dis- 
cussion, if  we  are  to  be  tolJ  that  our  ar- 
guments tend  to  excite  revolt  ?  What  are 
the  most  common  of  all  political  subjects? 
Taxes,  vi^ars,  and  expeditions.  If  I  object 
to  the  imposition  of  taxes,  the  Attomej'-- 
general  says  to  me,  "  what  are  you 
about  r  you  are  exciting  a  resistance  of 
the  imposts  of  your  country.  Can  any 
thing  be  more  dangerous  i"  If  I  were  to 
complain  that  our  expeditions  send  armies 
to  perish,  not  by  the  sword  of  the  enemy, 
but  by  the  yellow  fever ;  not  by  th« 
cannon,  but  by  the  pestilence  of  Wal- 
cheren,  would  any  body  dream  that  my 
intention  was  to  excite  mutiny  ?  Must  an 
Englishman  have  the  privilege  of  Parlia- 
ment before  he  can  discuss  public  mea- 
sures ?  Was  such  a  thought  ever  enter- 
tained ?  I  shall  only  advert  to  one  other 
subject;  I  mean,  the  eloquent  efforti 
which  were  mode  on  behalf  of  the  West 
India  slaves.  Could  there  be  a  more  de- 
licate subject  than  that,  or  one  which  re- 
quired  to  be  more  cautiously  handled  ? 
Weie  not  ail  the  masterly  speeches  of 
Mr.  Pitt  on  that  subject,  pictures  of  hor- 
rors from  beginning  to  end  ;  and  did  any 
one  impute  a  wish  to  excite  insurrection 
in  him,  although  he  was  addressing  islands 
peopled  with  blacks?  This  privilege,  if  it 
is  good  for  any  thing,  is  good  for  ali ;  and 
I  have  a  right  to  discuss  any  subject.  But 
is  there  no  danger  of  mutiny  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  infliction  of  these  military 
floggings,  in  the  sight  and  hearing  of 
thousands  of  soldiers  and  peasantry,  al- 
though the  danger  which  the  mere  nar- 
rative of  them  IS  to  produce  be  great?  Is 
this  fund  of  peasantry,  out  of  which  your 
future  soldiers  are  to  be  drawn,  to  hear 
with  their  own  ears,  and  see  with  then*  own 
eyes,  the  horrors  of  a  military  flogging 
without  thinking  twice  before  they  enter 
this  army?  All  this  is  a  chimerical  fear  j 
let  their  eyes  feast  on  the  sight,  let  their 
ears  be  glutted  with  the  sound  ;  all  is 
safe,  thf^re  is  no  ff;ar  of  their  being 
moved  ;  but  have  a  care  how  you 
describe  or  comment  upon  all  this  (we 
have  scarcely  and  very  inadequately  done 
either  the  one  or  the  other),  but  of  all 
things  take  care  how  you  argue  on  the 
policy  of  this  system  ;  for  a  single  word  of 
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argument  will  occasion  those  troops  to  re- 
.volt,  and  that  peasantry  to  turn  their  at- 
tention to  some  other  way  of  life,  who  saw 
and  heard  a  military  flogging  with  the 
coolest  satisfaction.  Gentlemen,  I  have 
done;  the  whole  case  is  before  yoa;  and 
you  will  now  decide,  whether  an  English- 
man has  any  longer  the  privilege  of  dis- 
cussing public  measures." 

The  Attorney-General  replied :  he 
agreed  with  the  Learned  Gentleman  in  his 
remarks  upon  the  licentiousness  of  the 
press;  and  perhaps  it  fell  more  in  the  At- 
torney-General's way  than  in  that  Gentle- 
man's to  know  the  number  of  weak  nerves 
which  were  affected  by  this  dread  of  libel. 
It  was  now  a  question  with  publishers,  not 
whether  this  or  that  line  of  opinion  was 
the  result  of  their  conviction,  but  whether 
it  would  sell  their  paper  best,  and  the 
Court  had  an  affidavit  to  this  effect  upon 
its  records,  (alluding  to  the  late  case  of 
The  Day  newspaper.)  It  had  been  said, 
that  this  was  a  free  and  liberal  discussion 
of  a  public  measure ;  and  that  its  argu- 
ments were  justified  by  the  example  of 
two  gallant  officers;  but  to  rank  Sir  Robert 
Wilson,  and  Brigadier-General  Stuart,  with 
the  proprietors  of  the  Examiner,  was 
laughable.  It  might  be  a  question  whether 
it  was  adviseable  in  these  officers  to  make 
their  thoughts  on  the  army  (which  the  At- 
torney-General had  not  before  seen)  pub- 
lic, when  they  had  a  private  opportunity 
of  communicating  them  where  they  might 
have  been  more  efficacious  ;  and  it  might 
be  also  a  question  whether  it  was  prudent 
in. one  of  these  gallant x)fficers  to  enlarge 
upon  the  corporal  punishment  of  the  sol- 
diery, in  such  ardent  and  glowing  lan- 
guage. But  the  officers  could  have  no 
other  object  in  view.  Not  so  the  defen- 
dants'; and  the  question  was,  what  was  the 
object  of  Messrs.  Hunt,  Proprietors  of 
the  Examiner  ?  He  protested  against  any 
invasion  of  the  liberty  of  the  press. 

Lord  Ellenborough  then  charged  the 
Jqry.  It  had  been  stated  by  the  Counsel 
for  the  defendant,  in  a  speech  of  great 
ability,  eloquence  and  manliness,  that  the 
question  was,  whether  it  were  lawful  to  an 
Englishman  to  comment  on  any  particular 
policy.  Ofthistherecould  benodoubt,  and 
that  whether  privately  or  through  the  press, 
provided  it  were  done  decently  and  with  a 
true  regard  to  public  and  private  interests. 
Thia  was  an  anxious  and  awful  moment. 


wheh  the  personal  liberty  of  every  man 
depended  upon  our  resistance  to  Buona- 
parte, and  all  the  powers  of  Europe  who 
were  combined  with  that  formidable  foe- 
It  therefore  became  doubly  necessary  to 
see  that  he  had  no  auxiliary  from  witliin 
us,  and  that  he  had  not  the  aid  to  his  aun 
bitious  tyranny  of  the  British  press.  The 
freedom  of  discussion  was  in  proportion  to 
its  delicacy ;  and  he  could  not  help  thinking, 
that  the  gallant  officer  on  the  Bench  would 
have  done  better  to  have  made  a  commu- 
nication of  his  sentiments  in  amore  private 
form.  The  soldiery  were  now  a  class  of 
men  upon  whose  fidelity  to  the  banners  of 
their  countrj'  every  thing  depended  ;  and  it 
could  not  be  supposed  that  the  subject  of 
their  punishment  Ivad  not  undergone  the 
consideration   of  those  who  were  supposed 

to  be  full  of  all  honourable  feeling. His 

lordship  then  read,  and  commented  upon, 
the  libel.  The  title, "  One  thousand  lashes," 
was  printed  in  capitals  to  catch  the  eye; 
and  the  lashes  were  in  one  instance  added 
together,  and  not  apportioned  to  each  of- 
fence, for  the  purpose  of  aggravation.  The 
words,  "  with  their  usual  consistency," 
were  a  fling  at  the  country.  Was  this  fair 
discussion  >  Do  we  use/or««  to  recruit  our 
armies  ?  The  duty  of  being  ballotted  for 
militias  played  upon  every  body  alike, 
with  certain  exceptions ;  and  yet  it  was  meant 
to  be  represented  that  equal  force  was  used 
in  recruiting  our  army  with  what  was  em- 
ployed in  France,  where  every  man  was 
drawn  out  and  sent  from  Holland  to  Spain, 
fghiingfor  a  territory  to  which  he  had  no 
title,  and  merely  subserving  the  views  of  a 
tyrant.  By  the  French  Code  of  Conscrip- 
tion, the  punishments  inflicted  on  those  re- 
latives who  concealed  objects  of  conscrip- 
tion were  truly  horrible  ;  they  were  con- 
demned to  linger  out  their  lives  in  the 
gallies,  and  to  other  severities.  If  the 
writer  had  been  really  actuated  by  a  feel- 
ing for  the  soldiery,  why  did  he  not  make 
a  private  representation  to  some  member  of 
the  legislature,  \ns,te2id  oi  drawing  a  picture 
calculated  to  harrow  up  the  souls  of  his 
readers,  and  to  attract  the  attention  of  the 
military,  and  render  them  disgusted  with- 
the  service.  In  the  conscientious  discharge 
of  his  duty,  his  Lordship  had  no  hesita-  ; 
tion  in  pronouncing  this  a  seditious  libel.  - 
The  Jury,  after  some  consultation,  with-  ' 
drew  for  an  hour  and  an  half,  and  then  re* 
turned  tfieir  verdict— NOT  GUILTY. 
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THE  LIBERTY  OF  THE  PRESS. 

I  shall  now  continue  and  conclude  (from 
Biy  last,  page  4-95)  the  obseivfitions  which 
suggest  themselves  to  tne  on  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Hunt. The 

Attorney -General  dwelt  much  and  heavily 
upon  the  comparison  that  w;is  made,  in 
this  publication,  between  the  punishments 
inflicted  on  the  French  soldiers  nnd  those 
inflicted  upon  the  Eoglish  soldiers ;  and 
he  said,  that  the  writer  "  struclc  his  ba- 
"  lance  between  the  supposed  hardships  of 
*♦  x^ur  armv  and  the  real  ones  of  Buona- 
*'  partc's,  &;iving  the  final  preference  to  the 

^'CORSICAN." Now,  I  havf^  looked 

carefully  through  this  eloquent  article,  and 
I  do  not  find  the  word  "  Corsicnn"  in  it 
from  tlie  beginning  to  the  end.  And,  in- 
deed, why  should  it  be  there?  What  sig- 
nifies in  what  part  of  the  French  domi- 
nions, or  o(  the  world,  Napoleon  Buona- 
parte was  born  ?  Tiiercis  nothing  peculiar, 
either  in  goodness  or  badness  in  the  soil  of 
Corsica  as  affecting  the  morals  or  mental 
powers  of  the  inhabitants.  The  system  of 
punishment  in  the  French  a^my  is  neither 
better  iior  worse  from  the  circumstance  of 
its  Commander  having  been  born  in  the 
island  of  Corsica.  The  lash  is  neither 
more  nor  less  bearable  on  account  of  the 
birth-place  of  the  drummer  tliat  lays  it  on, 
or  of  the  officer  who  commands  it  to  be 
laid  on.  This  (Soraicanship,  therefore, 
.seems  to  roe  to  have  had  nothing  at  all  to 
do  with  the  matter  in  question  ;  and,  if  it 
was  introduced  merely  as  an  appellation,  I 
cannot  help  saying,  that  I  do  not  think  the 
taste  good,  especially  when  I  reflect,  that, 
in  the  Convention  of  Cintra,  Napoleon  was 
recognized,  by  name,  at  least.  Emperor  of 
France;  and  that,  in  this  same  court  of 
King's  Bench,  upon  the  trial  lT  Mr.  Pel- 
tier, the  same  judge  declared  him  to  be 
the  sovereign  of  France,  even  while  he  was 
First  Consul,  and  directed  the  jury  to  find 
a  verdict  of  guilty  against  Mr.  Peltier  for 
libelling  him.  We  were  then  at  pence  with 
him,  to  be  sure;  but,  so  we  may  be  again  ; 
and,  at  any  rate,  that  can  make  no  diffe- 
rence as  to  the  nnme  of  the  person. To 

return  now  to  the  charge  of  the  Atturaey- 


General  against  the  "  balance  struck  in  fa- 
"  vour  of  the  Corsican  ;"  where,  I  shouUi 
be  glad  to  know,  was  the  crime  of  doing 
this  ?  The  Attorney-General  exclaim- 
ed :  ""  can  the  jury  hear  this  loithoul  indigo 
nation?"  Why  not  ?  What  was  there  in 
it  to  excite  their  indignation,  or  'Jie  indig- 
nation of  any  body  else  ^  The  opinion  of 
the  writer  might  be  ':rroneous ;  his  reason- 
ing migjit  be  falLcious,  or  inconclusive; 
nay,  his  facts  might  be /a/*e  (though  he 
was  not  allowt'd  to  prove  them  true  if  he 
could,)  and  if  thev  were  false,  they  might 
be  so  from  the  mi'ii.nforirttiiion  of  the  v.riter  j 
but,  in  all  this  put  together  ihere is  nothing 
to  excite  indignation  in  any  sober  aud  im- 
partial mind. Is  it  meant  to  ntaintain, 

that,  in  no  cnse,  the  nif  asures  and  insti- 
tutions of  Napoleon  are  to  be  held  up 
a>  an  example  to  us?  L'i  it  meant  to 
exhibit  every  man  a.s  a  criniinal,  and  al- 
njostas  a  traitor,  who  prefefs  any  measure 
or  any  institution  in  Fra'  'p,  to  a  measure 
or  institution  of  the  same  sort  in  E^igland  } 
Why,  then,  was  not  Sir  Joseph  Banks, 
upon  being  chosen  a  member  of  Na- 
poleon's.Institute,  called  a  seditious  libeller, 
and  almost  a  traitor,  for  declaring  that 
Society  to  be  preferable  to  tJye  Roj/ut  So- 
ciety of  England  .? This  vvould  be  carry- 
ing things  to  a  fine  pass  iruleed.  The 
writer  in  question  was  not  calling  upon 
his  readers  to  believe  any  thing  that 
tended  to  produce  a  seditious  disposi- 
tion in  them,  and  to  cause  tbem  to  join  or 
assist  tlxe  *>nemy.  He  was  merely  point- 
ing out  what  the  enemy  did  as  being,  in 
one  instance,  wiser  than  what  we  did  ;  and 
how  many  times,  how  many  scores  of 
times,  has  it  been  said,  by  those  who 
profess  exclusive  loyalty,  that  We  failed, 
in  certain  (hijigs,  only  because  ive  did  nor 
imitate  the  enemy  ?  How  many  times  has  it 
been  said,  that  we  ought  to  take  a  lesson- 
from  him  .■* If  this  reason  of  the  Attor- 
ney General  were  to  be  regarded  as  con- 
clusive, tQ  what  a  pretty  s^ate  vve  shcuicr 
be  reduQed  1  No  man  would  dare  to  ex- 
press h?s  approbation  or  admiration  of  any 
measure  that  was  adopted  in  France,  how- 
ever manifest  the  wisdom  of  it,  and  how- 
ever beae»icial  its  application  to  this  Goun- 
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try. Pusli    the    same    reasoning   into 

otiier  matters,  and  how  would  it  suit  ? 
What  is  mare  common  than  to  hear 
preachers  make  comparisons  between  the 
conduct  of  Christians  and  that  of  Pagans, 
and  to  give  the  preference  to  the  latter  ? 
But,  are  we  thence  to  conclude  that  they 
wish  to  make  us  Pagans,  who  knew  no- 
thing of  lyihes  ? In  common  life  (since 

the  Attorney  General  talked  of  conec/ion 
in  the  government  of  a  family)  what  is  so 
frequent  as  for  parents  to  point  out  to  their 
Ghildren  the  superior  wisdom  or  virtue 
of  other  peoples  children  ?  But  is  it  thence 
to  be  concluded,  that  they  love  liiose  chil- 
dren better  than  they  do  their  own  ?  Is  it 
not  Well  known,  that,  in  all  ranks  of  life, 
one  of  the  most  powerful  arguments  that 
friendly  admonition  resorts  to,  is,  the 
example  of  those  whom  the.  admonished 
party  is  known  most  to  dislike,  to  grudge, 
or  to  envy  ?  And,  praj^,  where  is  the 
reason,  that  this  sort  of  argument  should 
not  be  used  in  the  case  of  governments  as 
well  as  in  the  case  of  individuals  ?  Why 
should  the  party  admonishing  be  regarded 
as  an  enemy,  as  a  seditious   libeller,  in  the 

former,  and  as  a  friend  in  the  latter  ? 

As  to  the  fact  appertaining  to  this  com- 
parison between  Napoleon's  system  of 
punishment  and  ours,  we  do,  perhaps, 
know  little  about  it,  further  than  that  his 
soldiers  are  not  flogged  and  that  ours  are 
flogged  ;  but,  it  does  not  follow,  that  his 
punishments  are  not  as  severe  as  ours. 
They  may  be,  for  any  thing  that  I  knoiv 
to  the  contrary,  much  severer  ;  but,  if 
they  were,  what  has  that  to  do  with  the 
matter  ?  That  circumstance  would  not 
justify  any  mode  of  punishment  here  or 

elsewhere. But,    when    the   Attorney 

General  said,  tliaf,  *'  if  there  were  to  be 
*'  made  any  alteration  in  our  military  code, 
*'  it  must  be  by  increasing  the  -lumber  of 
"  those  offences  punishable  by  death,"  I 
must  believe,  that  he  had  not  recently 
looked  at  that  code.  That  code  has  in 
it  the  following,  enactment :  "  That  if 
"  any  Person  who  is  or  shall  be  com- 
"  missioned  04"  in  Pay  as  an  Ofiicer,  or 
"  who  is  or  shall  be  listed  or  in  Pay  as 
"  a  Non-commissiowed  Officer  or  Soldier, 
"  shall,  at  any  Time  during  the  Continu- 
*'  a.nce  of  this  Ac',  begin,  excite,  cause,  or 
"join  in  any  Mutiny  or  Sedition  in  any 
"  Regiment,  Troup,  or  Compan\',  either 
*'  of  his  Majesty's  Lind  or  Marine  Forces, 
*' or  shall  not  use  his  utmost  Endeavours 
"  to  su[)[)ress  the  same,  or  coming  to  the 
**  Knowledge  of  any  Mutiny,  or  intended 


"  Mutiny,  shall  not,  without  Delay,  give 
"  Information  thereof  to  bis  Commanding 
"  OiTicer  ;  or  shall  misbehave  himseif 
"  before  the  Enemy  ;  or  shall  shamefully 
"  abandon  or  deliver  up  any  Garrison, 
"  Fortress,  Post,  nr  Guard  committed  to 
"  his  Cliarg«*,  or  which  he  shall  be  cora- 
"  nianded  to  defend  ;  or  shall  compel  the 
"  Governor  or  Commanding  Officer  of 
"  any  Garrison,  Foruess,  or  Post,  to  de- 
"  liver  up  to  the  Enemy,  or  to  abandon 
"  the  same  ;  or  shall  speak  Words,  or  use 
•'  any  other  Means  to  induce  such  Go- 
'*  vernor  or  Commanding  Officer,  or 
"  others  to  misbehave  before  the  Enemy,^ 
"  or  shamefully  to  abandon  or  deliver  up 
"  any  Gan'ison,  Fortress,  Post,  or  Guard 
"  committed  to  their  respective  Charge, 
"  or  which  he  or  they  shall  be  commanded 
"  to  defend  ;  cyr  sfiall  leave  liis  Fast  before 
"relieved;  or  shall  be  found  sleeping  on  hit 
"  Post ;  or  shall  hold  Correspondence 
"  with,  or  give  Advice  or  Intelligence  tq 
"  any  Rebel  or  Enemy  of  his  Majesty, 
"  either  by  Letters,  Messages,  Signs^  or 
"  Tokens  in  any  Manner  or  Way  whatso- 
"ever;  or  shall  treat,  or  enter  into  any 
"Terms  with  such  Rebel  or  Enemy, 
"  without  his  Majesty^s  Licence,  or  Li- 
"  cence  of  the  General,  or  Chief  Com- 
"  mander  ;  or  shall  strike  or  use  any  Vio- 
"  lence  against  his  superior  Officer,  being 
"  in  the  Execution  of  his  Office  ;  or  shall 
"  disobey  any  lauful  Command  of  his  s«i 
"  perior  Officer  ;  or  shall  desei't  his  Majes^ 
"  tfs  Service  ;  all  and  every  Person  and 
"  Persons  so  offending  in  any  of  the 
"  Matters  before  mentioned,  whether  such 
"  Oftence  shall  be  committed  within  thig 
"  Realm,  or  in  any  other  of  His  Ma- 
"  jesly's  Dominions,  or  in  Foreign  Parts, 
"  upon  Land,  or  upon  the  Sea,  shall  suffer 
"  DEATH,  or  such  other  Punishment  a» 
"  by  a  Court-martial  shall    be  awarded." 

Now,    the  question  is  not,  whether 

this  code  be  too  severe  or  not ;  and  perhaps 
it  would  be  difficult  to  settle  such  a  ques- 
tion upon  military  principles.  It  is  very 
hard  to  say,  how  a  line  of  distinction  could 
be  drawn  so  as  to  guard  eftectually  powe-i'S 
like  these  from  being  abused  ;  and,  per- 
haps, in  order  to  keep  a  large  niilitaj-y 
force  together,  and  to  insure  the  perform- 
ance of  uuties  such  as  they  necessarily  have 
to  perform,  and  the  endurance  of  hard- 
ships such  as  they  necessarily  have  to 
endure,  do  require  this  latitude  of  power. 

But  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  liow  an 

OTC?'ease  could  be  made  "  to  the  number  of 
"  oiTaucss  punishable  with  death."     Ac> 
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cording  to  this  coJe  a  man  may  be  punish- 
ed with  death  for  going  off  his  post,  though 
but  t^venty  yards,  to  warm  his  feet  or  get 
a  s^lassofgin  j  he  may  be  put  to  death  for 
falhng  asleep  when  nature  compelled  him 
to  do  it ;  he  may  be  put  to  death  for  giving 
a  corporal  a  slap  in  the  face,  or  shaking 
liiin  by  the  collar,  when  he  is  taking 
him  drunk  to  the  guardhouse  or  black- 
hole  ;  he  may  be  f)Ut  to  death  for  not 
conforming  to  an  orde.i"  for  queuing  his 
hair  or  cleaning  his  buttons.  I  do  not  s:;iy 
that  any  soldier  in  the  English  army 
ever  has  been  put  to  death  for  such  of- 
fences, and,  God  forbid,  that  it  should  be 
thought  likely  for  any  man  to  be  so  pu- 
nished for  any  such  otFence  in  our  army 
or  in  any  other.  But,  the  thing  is  pos- 
sible; the  pottier  exists  ;  such  is  the  law; 
and,  again  I  ask  the  Attorney  General  hou) 
the  number  of  offences  punishable  with 
death,  in  our  army,  could  be  "  increased," 
.seeing  that,  exclusive  of  the  provisions  in 
this  code,  the  soldier  is   liable   to   the  law 

of  the    land  for  all  capital  offences  ? 

Therefore,  the  Attorney  General's  question, 
"  in  what  terms  the  writer  of  this  libel,'' 
as  he  called  it,  would  attack  the  "  pro- 
"  poser"  of  an  increase  of  offences  pu- 
nishable with  death,  seems  to  have  been 
not  very  well  suited  to  the  occasion  ;  and, 
indeed,  it  had  no  bearing  at  all  upon  the 
question,  except  in  reference  to  the  com- 
parison between  our  military  code  and 
that  of  Napoleon;  and,  then,  the  question 
was,  not  which  coc/e,  as  to  punishments 
with  death,  was  most  severe,but  which  was 
most  rigidly  enforced,  which'  question  we 
want  a  knowledge  of  facts  to  enable  us  to 
settle  with  accuracy ;  but,  there  can  be 
little  doubt,  I  think,  that,  in  this  respect, 
the  French  code  is  more,  and  a  great 
tieal  more,  rigidly  enforced,  than  ours  is, 
or  it  would  be  impossible  to  enforce  obe- 
dience in  so  large  an  army  as  that  with 
which  Napoleon  has  changed  the  face  of 

Europe  and   of  the   world But,  there 

is  one  great  feature  in  the  comparison, 
which  has  been  wholly  overlooked ; 
namely  ;  that  which  presehts  itself  in  the 
iofurces  of  promotion  in  the  two  armies. 
The  French  is  a  system  of  rewards  as  well 
as  punishments.  I  shall  be  told  that  ours  is 
so  too,  and  I  know  very  well,  that,  as  far 
as  the  promotion  in  the  several  ranks  of 
non-commissioned  officers  goes,  merit,  with 
lis,  has  generally  its  reward.  Indeed,  it 
almost  always  has,  and  for  this  reason 
~  aiioongst  others,  that  a  regiment  could  not 
be  kept  together  yolees  the   most  active, 
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intelligent,  and  honest  men  were  selected 
to  be  pat  in  authority  over  their  comrades. 
But,  in  the  French  army  the  rewards  ar« 
so  great  ;  there  are  such  powerful,  such 
irresistible,  inducements  to  good  be- 
haviour and  to  exertion,  that  there  is  ths 
less  necessity  for  the  operation  of  the;  fear 
of  punishment,  ftlen  are  induced  to  be- 
have well,  to  be  prudent  .ind  honest  and 
faithful,  either  by  the  hope  of  rev/ard,  in 
the  shape  of  honour  or  emolument ;  or 
by  the  fear  oi'  punishment,  in  the  shap?. 
of  disgrace,  poverty,  or  suffering  of  some 
sort  or  other ;  and,  it  follows  of  course, 
that  the  greater  is  your  stock  of  rewards, 
the  smaller  need  be  the  stock  of  your  pu- 
nishments.  Whether  it  be  beit  to  en- 
trust our  commissions  in  the  army  to  none 
(with  a  few  exceptions)  but  persons  who 
begin  as  commissioned  officers,  is  a  ques- 
tion that  I  leave  to  be  discussed  by  others; 
but,  I  think,  that  when  a  comparison  be- 
tween our  military  code  and  that  of  Na- 
';>leoa  are  made  the  subject  of  compa- 
rison, this  is  a  point  that  ought  never  to  be 
left  oat  of  sight,  and  I  have  digressed  into 
a  notice  of  it  here,  because  I  do  not  recol- 
lect having  seen  it  noticed  b}^  any  of  the 
many  military  officers  who  have  thought 
proper  to  tender  their  thoughts  to  the  pub- 
lic on  our  mil itaiy  code  and  system. I 

now  return  to  the  arguments  of  the  Attorney 
General,  who  said,  that  it  was  "  absolutely 
'*  necessary,  that  an  army  should  be  govem- 
"  ed  bylaws  which  were  not  applicable  to 
"  the  rest  of  society,"  and  added,  that,  "  in 
"  families  it  was  necessary  that  children 
"should  be  obedient  to  their  parents, 
"  and  servants  to  their  masters,  and  that 
"  where  this  obedience  did  not  obtain,  the 

"  most   serious   evils   ensued.'* With 

his  leave,  the  illustration  was  quite  inapt; 
for,  servants  cannot  be  punislwd  by  their  mas- 
ters ;  and  yet  \Nie  see  that  the  affairs  of 
families,  if  the  heads  are  wise,  go  on  very 
well.  Servants  are  held  to  their  duty  by 
the  prospect  of  emolument,  or  by  gra- 
titude, or  by  the  fear  of  poverty  from  the 
loss  of  employment  which  attends  the  loss 
of  character;  and  though  they  may  be 
punished  for  breach  of  contract,  the  power 
of  punishment  does  not  lie  in  the  ?uaster's 
own  hands.  So  this  was  wholly  inapplica- 
ble to  the  case. -As  to  children,  there  is 

no  truth  more  clearly  established,  than 
that  those  who  are  punished  least  behave, 
the  best ;  and  I  have  never  in  my  life  met 
with  the  whipping,  or  even  the  frequent 
scolding,  of  children  in  a  well-regulated  or 
happv  familv.     In  trhatever   family  fear" 
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p;>j  J  Aol  love  is  the  principle  of  obedience, 
in  that  f'anii}' tUeie  is  no  confidence,  no 
n^tjtiial  l^ust,  no  bond  -ui"  union,  no  happi- 
ness'. The  children  may  obe)/;  but  their 
pbediencb  will  be  litlle  better  than  that  of 
a  cciiinion  servant ;  formal,  cold,  reluct- 
ant, having  in  view  rather  the  securing  of 
impunity  to  themselves,  tliaa  the  giving 
of  pleasure  to  their  parents.  Elephants 
are  brought  to  love  one  keeper  who  does 
not  beat  them  by  being  beateijby  another 
keeper;  and,  is  it  any  wonder,  that 
beaiten  or  scolded  children  should  like 
the  society  of  servants  or  of  neighbours  bet- 
ter tlian  that  of  a  parent  by  whom  they 
are  treated  like  slaves  ?  Hence  it  is,  that, 
when  children  thus  treated  advance  to- 
wards the  age  of  maturity,  the  parent  loses 
all  his  authority  with  them.  The  rod,  or 
the  whip,  has  lost  its  terrors,  and,  while 
they  have  legs  they  will  not  remain  with- 
in hearing  of  a  rating  tongue.  They  now 
revenge  themselves  for  their  former  invo- 
luntary submission;  and  the  parent,  when 
too  late,  perceives  all  his  authority  gone, 
and  sees-  his  son  going  forth  into  the 
world  without  a  friend  to  guide  Iiis  steps; 
whereas,  bad  the  rod,  or  the  whip,  been 
spared,  had  not  the  ties  of  blood  been 
broken  by  the  hand  of  chastisement,  those 
ties  would  have  given  to  every  word  of  the 
parent  a  power  of  persuasion  strQi"^ger 
than  tlic  voice  of  all  the  rest  of  the  world 
united.  Tiiere  are  some  parents  so  lender- 
heaned  as  to  delegate  the  task  of  flagella- 
tion to  others  called  ttitors  or  school- 
masters; and  is  it  any  wonder,  that  beaten 
boys,  that  flogged  boys,  should,  when 
they  grow  up,  be  crawling  slaves  to- 
wards those  above  them,  and'  insolent 
tyrants  towards  all  thoae  over  whom 
they  chance  to  obtain  power  }  Yt  t,  this 
makes  a  part  of  what  is  called  liberal 
education  !  This,  this  source  of  ail 
that  is  base,  cowardly,  corrupt,  and 
tyrannical ;  this  is  ah  established  part 
of    what    they    call    liberal    education  ! 

Thus,  then,  I  think,  it  is   plain,  that 

this  double-handed  illustration  of  the  At- 
torney-General, drawn  from  the  govern- 
ment  of  a  family  and  the  rule  of  children 
and  of  servants,  was  apt  only  inasmuch 
as  it.  made  directly  against  his  argumtiii. 
There  remains  to  be  noticed  two  more 
observations  of  the  Attorney  General,  one 
relating  to  the  vast  importance  of  the  army  at 
this  time;  and,  the  other,  pointing  out  the 
VMy  in  which  people  ought  to  make  tfwir  com- 
plaints of  the  kind  stated  in  the  alledged  libel, 
• As  to  the  former,  he  said,  that,  «  if 


"  once  the  army  was  let  loose  from  its 
"  code  of  laws,  not  only  would  follow  the 
"  destruction  of  the  military  system,  but 
"  the  downfall  of  the  state."  The  judge  said, 
upon  the  sanie  topic,  that  "-  the  Soldiery 
"  were  now  a  class  of  men,  upon  whose 
"  fidelity  to  the  banners  of  their  country 
"  every  thir\g  depended ^  And,  Mr. 
Brougham  said,  that,  "  upon  the  soldier's 
"findings  of  honour  depended  the  safety  of 

"  these  kingdon.s." ;This  is  comfortable 

inleiligence  !  The  wars,  then,  against  the, 
Jacobins  and  Levellers  have  already  pro- 
duced this  cheering  effect !  In  England,  in 
that  country  where,  formerly,  the  sheriflfs' 
wand,  and  the  constable's  stalF  were  all 
that  were  required  for  the  country's  de-. 
fence  on  shore,  is  now  come  to  depend 
wholly  for  its  safety  upon  the  fidelity  of 
soldiers  !  This,  then,  has  been, thus  far,  the 
effect  of  the  system  of  the  last  20  years! 

Well,  but  be  it  so  ;  and  then  is  it  not 

the  strongest  argument  that  can  be  found 
out  for  free  discussion  upon  the  subject  ? 
The  more  importance  the  soldiers  are  of  to 
the  country,  the  more  important  is  every 
matter  connected  with  their  treatment ; , 
and,  if  the  safety  of  the  country  depend.s 
wholly  upon  their  fidelity,  if  every  thin^. 
depends  upon  it,  was  not  tlie  writer  of  the 
Stamford  News  and  of  the  Examiner  to 
take  an  interest  in  the  soldier's  treatment 
as  well  as  any  body  else  ?  For  what  rea- 
son were  they  to  be  cut  off' from  the  right 
of  expressing  their  sentiments  upon  the 
subject  ?  If  our  all,  if  every  thing  depends 
upon  the  army,-surely,  we  maybe  allowed 
tq  give  our  opinions  about  the  proper,  or 
improper ',vn3f  of  treating  that  arm)' ;  and, 
sorely,  our  earneatnes*  and  strength  of  ex- 
pression may  naturally  be  expected  to- 
keep   pace  with   the   importance   of    the 

object  ? As  to  the  fact  of  our  safety 

wholly  depending  upon  the  soldier  $  sense  of 
Itonour,  1  shall  not  attempt  to  inquire  into 
it;  but  if  this  be  the  case,  i^  ^very  thing 
depends  upon  the  fidelity  of  the  soldiers  ; 
if  this  be  all  in  all  ;  if  England  has,  at  last, 
nothing  eUe  to  trust  to  ;  if  this  be  the  state 
to  which  she  Is  come;  if  this  be  the  i'esult 
of  the  systeui  and  measures  of  "  the  ^^rai 
"  statesman  now  no  more  ;"  if  all  this  be 
so,  pray  what  liberty  of  the  press  have  we 
left,  unless  we  csin  freely  write  and  print 
upon  this  subject  ?  If  the  army  be  our 
only  defence,  our  only  ground  of  reliance, 
or  rather  hope,  whai  a  state  is  the  liberty 
of  the  press  in,  unless  a  man  can  freely 
write  and  publish  his  thoughts  upon  the 
subject  of  that  army  f       i  The  judge  saiJ 
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(and  the  passage  was  omitted  at  the  close 
of  my  last  number  for  want  of  room,) 
**  Upon  the  subject  ©f  enlistment  for  life, 
"  his  lordship  himself  knew  thnt  the  opi- 
"  nions  of  all  the  general  officers  had  been 
"  collected.  There  were  a  variety  of  pu- 
"  nishments,  which  would  not  bear  de- 
"  tail ;  suppose  that  capital  punishment 
"  were  described  in  an  inflammatart/  tvay, 
"  no  man  could  say  to  what  extent  juries 
"  might  be  led  by  their  feelings,  in  trying 
"  capital  issues,  or  even  judges,  in  pro- 
"  nouncing  upon  their  crimiuaJitv'.*" 


What  can  make  hanging  fnore  than  hang- 
ing ?  And,  really,  1  do  not  see  how  it  is 
possible  to  say  any  thing  injtammutori/  upon 
the  subject,  unless  one  accuses  some- 
body   of    hanging    people    unjustly. 

Hardships  and  sufferings,  if  described  at 
all,  must  be  described  in  a  way  to  move 
the  feelings;  and,  the  natural  effect  and 
object  is  to  move  the  feelings.  With 
what  other  object  can  they  be  described  ? 
LoHD  Holland's  description,  for  instance, 
of  the  death  of  the  poor  creature  in  the 
Marshalscu  Prison  is  ennugh  to  harrow  up 
one's  soul  ;  but,  was  he,  therefore,  to  hold 
his  tongue  ?  Loud  Holland  and  Lord 
MoiRA  have,  for  years,  been  labouring  in  tlif 
cause  of  suffering  debtors.  The  thanks  of 
every  man  are  due  to  them,  and  the  ihanks 
of  every  good  man  they  have  ;  but,  have 
they  not  frequently  gone  into  great  de- 
tail upon  the  sufferings  of  debtors;  and 
did  any  body  ever  blame  them  for  this  ? 
Nay,  has  not  Lord  Erskine  proposed  a 
law  to  prevent  the  ill-treatment,  by  beating, 
ivkipping,  &c.  o(  beasts ;  and,  however  any 
one  might  think  that  this  was  going  a 
little  too  far  with  legal  interference,  no 
one  ever,  that  I  have  heard  of.  accused  him 
of  injlammatory  descriptions.  Therefore, 
unless  the  description  be  accompanied  by 
some /a/sc  charge  of  injustice,  it  does  not 
appear  to  me  that  it  can  be  called  inflam- 
matory ;  and  in  the  article  of  the  Stam- 
ford    News    I    can      discover    no     such 

charge. Now,  as  to    the  other  point, 

namely,  the  viode  of  making  complaint 
suggested  by  the  Attorney  General.  He 
said,  that  even  Sir  John  Stuart  and  Sir 
Robert  Wilson  had  "  a  private  eppor- 
"  tunity  of  communicating  their  thoughts, 
"  where  they  might  have  been  more  ef- 
'^fcacious,"  That  is,  of  course,  to  the 
ministers.  And  the  judge  said,  that  it 
"  could  j  not  be  supposed  that  the  subject  of 
"  the  soldier's  punishment  had  not  under- 
"  gone"  the  consideration  of  those  who 
"  were  supposed  to  be  fidl  of  all  honourable 


"feelings." But,  it  seems,  that,  the  two^ 

officers  were  not  content  with  this  mode 
of  communication  ;  they  thouglit  it  more 
likely  to  obtain  their  end  and  effect  the 
reform  they  had  in  view  b}'^  addres'^ing 
their  thoughts  to  the  public  ;  and,  why 
were  not  the  Stamford  Writer  and  the 
Messrs.  Hunt,  to  think  the  same,  and  act 
in  the  same  way  accordingly  ?  That  whick 
was  no  crime  in  the  officers  could  not  be  a 

crime  in  the  news-paper  proprietors. 

The  judge,  however,  pointed  out  another 
mode  of  communicating  our  thoughts 
upon  this  subject.  He  said  (at  least,  so  it  is 
in  the  report),  that,  "  if  the  writer  had 
"  been  really  actuated  by  a  feeling  for  the 
"  soldiery,  why  did  he  not  make  a  private 
"  reprcstntaiion  to  some  member  of  the  Icgis- 
"  lature  ?"  But,  will  not  this  reasoning 
apply  to  all  subjects  of  complaint  as  to 
public  measures  ?  May  it  not  equally  well 
be  said,  that,  if  a  man  really  feels  for  the 
suffering  of  his  country  arising  from  heavy 
taxes,  from  uniuise  expeditions,  from  the 
issuing  of  bank  paper,  from  grants  or  loans  to 
the  East  India  Company,  from  contracts,  pen- 
sioiis,  sinecures,  fiom  seat-selling,  or  from 
any  thing  else  ;  mav  it  not,  in  all  these 
cases,  equally  well  be  asked,  "  why  he 
"  does  not  make  a  private  communication  to 
"  some  member  of  the  le.:islaiure  ?  '  And, 
then,  1  should  be  glad  to  know  in  xahat 
the  liberty  of  the  press  is  to  consist  ?  I 
siiould  be  glad  to  know  i\:hat  there  is,  or 
can  be,  that  he  is  to  be  at  liberty  to  v.  rile 
about  ?!■  Well,  but  suppose  this  Writer 
had  communicated  his  thoughts  to  some 
member  of  the  legislature  ?  He  must  know 
one  fnat.  But,  suppose  him  to  be  able  to 
get  at  one  personally  (for  letters  may  be 
libels)  ;  and  suppose  the  mcmKer  were  to 
difler  from  him  in  opinion;  or  were  to 
tell  him  he  would  have  nothing  at  all  to 
do  with  the  matter  r  W^hat  is  he  then 
to  do  ?  Is  he  to  hold  both  his  pen  and 
his  tongue?  What,  in  the  meanwhile, 
would  he  be  doing  with  his  press,  his 
free  press  ?     What  would    he  be  at  with 

that  ? However,   suppose  him  to  find 

some  member  like  Mr.  Wardle  to  listen 
to  his  communication,  and  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject of  his  thoughts  before  the  honourable 
House.  Wtiat  then,  he  would  hear  the 
said  member  told;  as  Mr.  Wardle  was  by 
Mr.  Perceval,  that  "  every  man  ivho  ivish- 
"  td  well  to  the  country,  must  be  aware  how 
"  very  much  the  bringing  forward  inilitary 
"  c/jftri,'<r5  in  that  House  ought  to  be  avoia- 
"  ed;"  and,  further,  he  would  in  all  like- 
lihood see  the  said  member  most  furiously 
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abused  the  next  day,  in  the  vepal  prints, 
as  Mr.  Wakdle  was  by  the  Courier,  who, 
on    the   2Sth   of  February  accused   that 


{&21 


Sir  Francis  Burdett  of  an 
up  mutiny  in  the  army^ 


Gentleinan  and 
intention  to  stir 

who  accused  them  of  every  species  of  vile 
*nd  base  motive,  because  tFie former  made, 
in  his  place, a  regular  complaintrespecling 
the  treatment  of  Corporal  Curtis,  and  be- 
cause the  latter  seconded  and  supported 
and  voted  for  his  motion  for  an  INQUIRY, 
vviiich  the  House  rejected  jay  a  majority  of 
iiS  against  3. This  debate  has  an  in- 
timate, a  close  connection  with  the  subject 
before  us;  and,  therefore,  I  have  inserted  it 
here,  just  as  I  find  it  in  the  Times  news- 
paper; and  all  that  I  desire  of  the  reader 
is,  that  he  would  go  carefully  through  the 

•ivholeoi  it. Tije  Courier  says  that  this, 

too,  was  injlammutori/.  Good  God  !  Where 
and  hovj  is  a  man,  then,  to  utter  his 
thoughts  ?  Mr.  Wardle  did,  in  this  case, 
as  in  that  of  the  JDuke  of  York,  act  in  the 
most  open  and  manly  manner.  He  plainly 
stated  his  case.  He  said,  give  me  inquiry 
and  I  will  prove  at  your  bar  all  I  have  as- 
.scrted.  You  sa\-,  that  all  that  I  have  as- 
serted \ifah£ ;  1  say  it  is  true  ;  let  us,  then, 
come  to  the  PROOF,  for  by  that  I  am 
ready  to  stand  or  fall.  The  House  refuse 
if'e  inquiry.  Very  well,  there  it  rests. 
He  cannot  prove  what  they  \yill  not  let 
him  prove;  but,  is  it  not  too  much,  after 
such  a  decision,  for  the  venal  writer  to  fall 
on  upon  him  and  accuse  him  of  uttering 
inflammatory  falshoods  ?  Is  not  this  too 
impudent  ?  The  House  rejected  the  inotion 
for  inquiry ;  they  would  not  hear  what,  in 
proof  of  his  charge,  he  oflered  to  bring  to 
their  bar ;  they  did  not,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
JDuke  of  York,  rejoice  that  the  charge  had 
assumed  a  "  tangible  shape  ;"  they  said  the 
charge  was  not  true,  and  that  they  would 
hz.\'G  no  inquiry  into  it.  Very  well.  There 
that  ends.  The  thing  stands  there  upon 
its  ovvri  b9ttoni;  and  the  public  have,  in 
the  report  of  the  debate,  the  means  of 
judging  for  themselves  ;  but,  is  it  not  most 
a,trocious  in  this  venal  man  to  attack  Mr. 
Waudle,  to  eshibit  him  as  the  author  of 
a /a/se  c/<argc,  and  that,  too,  invented  for 
the  most  mischievous  purposes  as  to  the 
army  ^ Nay,  he  goes  further,  and  ac- 
cuses him  of  a  design,  by  the  means  of 
this  motion,  to  blacken  the  character  of  th^ 
honourable  House  itself.  His  words  are 
these:  "  Not  a  member  was  found  to  sup- 
*'  port  them"  (Mr.  Wardle  and  Sir  Francis 
Burdett),  "  and  the  disgust  felt  by  c&erj/ 
"  man  at  so  unfounded  a  charge  will  be  con- 


"  verted  into  an  accusation  against  the  £c- 
"  gislature  ;   another  argument  for  the  7ie- 

"  cessity  of  I{(form." Oh,  oh  !  then  you 

are  not,  it  seems,  quite  sure,  that  the  pub- 
lic will  see  the  thing  in  the  same  light  that 
you  do?  But,  venal  as  you  are,  can  you  be 
so  stupid  as  not  to  perceive  the  inconsis- 
tency in  asserting,  that  the  charge  was  so 
flagrantly  unfounded  as  to  excite  "  dis' 
"  gust  in  every  man,"  while  at  the  sam^ 
time  you  assert,  that  the  rejection  of  ifiquiry 
will  be  converted  into  an  accusation 
against  the  Legislature,  and  become  ano- 
ther argument  for  ihe  necessity  of  Re- 
form ?  If  every  man  was  convinced  that 
the  charge  was  wfounded ;  if  every  man 
was  disgusted  at  it,  how  is  it  possible  that 
the  rejection  of  inquiry  can  become  an  ac- 
cusation against  the  honourable  House, 
and  another  argument  for  the  necessity  of 
Reform?  But,  thus  it  always  happeiis. 
Consistency  and  truth  go  together,  and  so 

too  do  their  opposites Here  I  should 

have  closed  my  observations  upon  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  charge  against  Messrs. 
Hunt;  but,  as  I  noticed  in  my  last,  there 
appeared,  in  the  Courier  of  the  25th  of 
February,  an  article  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject of  so  shameful  a  description,  that  £ 
cannot  refrain  from  bestowing  some  re- 
marks upon  it ;  especially  as  it  appears 
to  me  to  come  from  a  hand  superior  to 
that  which  is  generally  employed  in  that 
paper,  and  as  the  outset  contains  an  at- 
tempt at  apology  for  the  editor's  depart- 
ing from  his  usual  practice  \\\i\\  regard  to 

prosecutions   for    libel. Having    thus 

promised,  and  having  given  to  the  arti- 
cle the  title  of  "  MUTINOUS  LI- 
"  BELS,"  he  accuses  the  jury  of  hav- 
ing found  a  false  verdict  in  the  case  of 
Messrs.  Hunt;  and  he  asserts,  that  the 
publication  was  intended  for  the  express 
purpose  of    producing  a   mutiny   in    the 

army. Having   perceived,   that   there 

was  two  strong  points  in  the  defence,  he 
sets  himself  to  work  with  a  view  of  doing 
what  the  Attorney  General  did  not  suc- 
ceed in,  namely,  persuading  the  public 
that  thoae  points  were  insufficient  for  the 

defence. The  first  was,  the  reasoning 

upon  analogy,  by  which  the  writings  of 
Sir  John  Stuart  aud  Sir  Robert  Wilson  be- 
came so  useful  and  so  powerful  and  effi- 
cacious in  the  defence   of  Messrs.  Hunt. 

Upon  this  point  the  venal   man,   or, 

rather,  his  coadjutor  upon   this   occasion, 

has  the  following  remarks, .-"  Reason- 

"  ing  by  analogy  is,  at  all  times,  danger- 
'*  ous :  pn  this  occasion  it  was  most  delti* 
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*'  sive  and  mischievous.  What  if  (kneral 
"  Stewart  and  Sir  Robert  Wilson  havevvrit- 
"  ten  against  the  punishment  ofjlogging  ? 
"  Does  it  follow  as  a  consequence  that  on 
"  the  same  side  and  sul)j(-ct  any  other  man 
"  is  justified  in  writing  tlie  most  seditious 
"  libels  malice  can  invent  ?  Was  Cobbett 
*'  acquitted  because  many  good  men  have 
*f  resisted,  in  Parliament,  the  admission  of 
"  foreign  troops,  and  the  volumes  of  De- 
"  bates  contain  their  speeches  ?  Was 
"  Thomas  Paine  acquitted  because  Locke 
•  "  and  5yfifH<?yand  Cldhon,  with  the  highest 
"  characters  in  the  kingdom,  at  the  sera  of 
"  the  Revolution,  had  defended  the  Rights 
"  of  Man  before  him,  their  sentiments 
"  being  printed  and  existing  in  every 
"  library  ?  Though  Mr.  Pitt  and  Earl 
*'  Grey  have  contended  for  Parliamentary 
"  Reform,  does  it  follow  that  any  thing, 
"  however  atrocious,  m?iy  he  written  against 

"  Parliament  r" All  through,  you  see 

this  venal  man,  or  his  coadjutor,  assumes 
that  those  whom  he  would  deny  the 
liberty  of  publishing  their  thoughts,  have, 
or  would  publish  seditious  and  atrocious 
libels.  He  assumes  this,  and  it  is  a  mere 
assumption..  -No  ;  we  do  not  say,  that 
we  have  a  right  to  publish  any  thing 
"  atrocious"  against  the  parliament,  or 
against  any  body  else  j  we  only  say,  that 
we  have  a  right  to  publish  the  TRUTH 
about  the  parliament  and  about  every 
thing  and  every  body,  and  especially 
about  whoever  or  whatever  belongs  to  the 
public  affairs  of  our  country.  Np,  we  do 
not  contend  that  we  have  a  right  to  pub- 
lish any  thing  "  atrocious"  against  the  par- 
liament; but,  if  we  merely  repeat  the 
opinions  of  Lord  Grey  anf'  Pitt  upon  the 
subject  of  Reform,  we  hold  it  to  be  most 
"  atrocious"  iJiat  any  one  should  accuse 
us  of  seditious  intentions  on  that  account ; 
or  that  he  should  call  us  rabble;  and  call 
our  complaints  clamour.  What,  are  we  to 
have  dinned  everlastingly  inour  ears  praises 
of  "  the  great  statesman  now  no  more  ;"  are 
we  to  see  measures  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance adopted  merely  because  similar 
measures  were  proposed  by  hi/n ;  and, 
if  we  repeat  his  opinions  about  the 
House  of  Commons,  are  ive  to  Be  call- 
ed enemies  of  the  country  and  friends 
of  the  French  ?  What  impudence  is 
this.  ■  The  only  difference  between 
those  whom  this  writer  would  prevent  from 
publishing  their  thoughts  and  those  whom 
be  would  permit  to  publish  them  is  this  : 
that  the  former  were  and  are  calculated 
tp  produce  effect,  and  that^tiielattiet  are, now 
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out  of  sight  and  out  of  hearing;  and  this 
was  the  only  dilfcrence  between  the  writ- 
ings of  the  Stamf(ird  News  and  the  Ex- 
aminer and  those  of  Sir  John  Stuart  and 

Sir   Robert  Wilson. But,    this   venal 

writer  says,  further  on,  that  subjects  of 
this  sort  should  be  treated  with  "  greai 
"  TENDERNESS"  (a  very  apt  phrase  for 
the  subject,  to  be  sure  !),  and  "  sliould  ba 
left  exclusively  to  military  men."  So  that, 
according  to  him,  no  man  without  a  red 
coat  upon  his  back  is  to  write  and  publish 
a  word  about  the  treatment  of  the  .sol- 
diers !  Several  hundred  thousands  of  our 
countrymen  are  thus  to  be  cut  off  from 
any  sort  of  feeling  in  common  with  us. 
We  are  not  to  move  our  pens,  nor,  ot* 
course,  our  tongues,  let  us  know  what  w© 
will  respecting  the  treatment  of  those  who 
are  to  shed  their  blood  in  our  defence. 
This  is  truly  the  most  abominable  doc- 
trine that  ever  was  promulgated.— —But, 
I  must  give  this  whole  passage ;  for  every 
word  of  it  should  be  read  by  every  man 
in  every  part  of  the  King's  dominions 
and  in  every  country  in  the  world : 
*•  Very  little  ingenuity  is  necessary  to  dis- 
"  cover  topics  of  discontent  for  the  sol- 
"  diery  ;  still  less  to  discover  such  topics 
"  for  our  sailors.  Lord  Cochran e*8 
"  speeches  at  the  Westminster  election, 
'*  asserting  that  the  sailors  were  fed  oil 
*'  salt  meat  till  they  were  eaten  up  with 
"  the  scurvy,  and  then,  as  a  cure,  wef© 
'•'  drenched  with  lemon  juice  into  a  con- 
"  sumption,  were  heard  of  ii;ith  horror  and 
«  alarm.  JURIES  MAY  ACQUIT,  BUT 
"  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  IS 
"BOUND  TO  PROSECUTE  WITH 
"  MORE  THAN  ORDINARY  EAGER- 
"  NESS,  all  libels  tending  to  the  discon- 
"  tent  aad  disorganization  of  our  military 
"  force.  Soldiers  are  edged  tools,  and- 
"  should  not  be  played  with  by  every 
"  baby  who  sets  up  for  a  political  writer. 
"  Let  them  discuss  luivs  and  politics  as 
"  much  as  they  please,  but  let  them  not 
"  interfere  with  the  interior  oeconomy 
"  of  an  army,  of  which  they  are  likely  to 
♦'  know  little.  Such  subjects,  if  discussed 
"  at  all  publicly,  should  not  only  be  treated 
"  with  great  tenderness,  BUT  SHOULD 
"  BE  LEFT  EXCLUSIVELY  TO  MILI- 
"  TARY  MEN.  Civil  immunities  are  in- 
"  consistent  with  military  duties.  The 
"  man  who  beconjes  a  soldier,  rmounccs 
"  the  English  constitution  as  far  as  respects 
"  his  military  service.  The  private  soldier 
"  is  unlikely  to  have  any  interest  or  connection 
"  but  whtkl  are  ptilitarv.    ,  Martial  law  is 


537] 


POLITICAL  REGISTER.—Li6c«j/  c^the  Press. 


t52» 


"  the  only  law  afFecting  him.  HE  IS 
"  OUT  OF  THE  PALE  OF  THE  CON- 
"  STITUTION,  and  it  is  either  absurd  or 
•'  wicked  to  apply  it  to  his  state."- 
Here  again  we  have  a  notable  instance  of 
this  writer's  consistency,  who,  while  he  is 
generously  disposed  to  permit  vdlitarT/  men 
to  treat  of  the  sufierings  of  the  soldiers. 
bears  with  "  horror  and  alarm"  Lord 
CocHUANE  treat  of  the  suf}erin;;s  of  .w//or5. 
The  truth  is,  you  see,  he  will  sufler  no 
one  to  xrtdt  of  sufferings.  Any  body  may 
write  aiiiiinst  either  soldiers  or  sailors ; 
but  nobody  for  iheni,  according  to  lliis 
base  and  mercenary  man.  What  Lord 
CocHF.AME  did  say,  I  do  not  recollect ;  but, 
I  am  quite  sure^that  whatever  he  asserted, 
as  hayir .;  come  to  his  own  knowledge, 
was  TRUE.  That  I  am  quite  sure  of; 
and  I  am  quite  sure  of  shiother  thine,  and 
that  is,  that  he  spared  rro  pains^  of  any 
sort  whatever,  to  cause  to  be  rectified  the 
things  which  he  complained  of.  And,  is 
it  not  exceedingly  base  in  any  one  to  at- 
tack him  thus  in  h'S  kjiown  absence  from 
the  country,  and  while,  too,  I'll  engage, 
he  is,  every  hour  of  his  time,  most  zea- 
lously and  dis^interesledly  employed,  or, 
rather,  employing  himself,  in  endeavours 
to  serve  that  country  in  which  he  is  thus 
vilely  misrepresented  and  abused.  Lord 
CocHKAiME.is  not  loss  distingu'shed  for  his 
humanity  than  he  is  f  ;r  his  bravery  an/^ 
skill;  and,  it  would  be  hard  to  say,  for 
which  ne  is  most  hated  by  men  entertain- 
ing the  principles  of  this  writer,  of  whom 
there  are  but  too  many. What  an  accu- 
sation would  it  be  against  either  service,  to 
say  that  the  treatment  of  the  men  in  it  is 
vot  to  be  spoken  of .'  Why,  what  an  impu- 
tation this  conveys  against  the  service  al- 
together !  How  is  it  possible  to  suggest 
any  thing  more  suspicious  of  it  ?  And 
yet,  at  nothing  short  ot  this  does  the  venal 

man's  doctrine  stop. But,   ive  may,  it 

seems,  be  allowed  to  discuss  lazvs  and  poli- 
tics. And,  pra}^,  what  are  wc,  in  discus- 
sing military  flogging,  doing  more  than 
discussing  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  par 
liament;  and  is  not  that  diy  u.'jsing  a /«u; .? 
'It  is  in  virtue  of  an  ocl  of  purliamtnt  that 
the  flogging  is  inflicitid ;  and  yet  this  man 
would  not  alltivv  us  to  say  one  word  about 
it.  We  may,  he  says,  discuss  luiis  as  much 
as  we  please;  but,  this  law  we  must  not  so 
much  as  mention,  except,  perchance,  to 
praise  it.  We  havt, /rcc  liberty,  I  dare  say, 
according  to  bini,  to  praise  flogging  ;  but, 
if  we  find  fault  of  it,  then  we  are  guilty 
of  what    he    calls    a    '*  mutinous  libel." 


Military  men  he  will  allow  to  discuss  the 
subject  with  tenderness;  but,  does  he  meau 
to  say,  that  he  will  permit  the  private 
soldiers  or  the  noHcomnnssicned  officers  to 
do  it.''  Let  him  ansv:er  that  question. 
Oh,  no  !  he  means  no  such  thing ;  and 
yet  thev  are  "military  men"  as  well  as  the 
commissioned  cflicers.  Oh,  no  !  he  means 
no  such  thing;  for,  he  plainly  declares, 
t'  at  when  an  Englishman  becomes  a  sol- 
dier (whether  in  liie  militia  or  in  the  re- 
gulars) civil  immunities  are  gone  from  him; 
and  to  exercise  fr^jedom  of  the  press  is  a 
civil  immunity.  Nay,  he  says  flatly  aod 
plainly,  that  ihe" private  soldier  is  unlikely 
"  to  havie  uni/  interest  or  connexion  but  with 
"  the  military.'^  What!  is  it,  then,  now 
openly  avowed,  that  the  English  soldier 
is  cot  oiT  from  the  nation  ?  And  not  only 
from  society,  but  from  all  community  of 
iutereslsand  of  feelings  with  former  friends 
and  even  with  kindred  }  Is  this  now 
openly  and  publicly  maintained  .-'  And, 
observe,  there  is  no  distinction  at  all  made 
here  between  the  man  "wlio  voluntarily 
enlists  into  the  army  and  the  man  who  is 

by  ballot  compelled    to   serve. Nay, 

this  writer  goes  f?rther,  and  tells  ihe pri- 
•oute  soldier,  in  so  many  words,  that  "  HE 
"  IS  OUT  OF  THE  PALE  OF  'IHE 
"CONSllTUTION."  Mark,  that  the 
artidle  in  the  Examiner  as  well  as  mine  re- 
lated chiefly  to  the  militia,  ^nA  particularly 
the  Local  Mihtia;  and,  in  answer  to  us, 
this  man  says,  «  THE  PRIVATE  fcOL- 
"  DIER  IS  OUT  OF  THE  PALE  OF 
"THE  CONSTITUTION.''  He  pro- 
claims to  all  the  men  in  military  service, 
of  whatever  sort,  that  they  are  excluded 
from  the  Constitution,  and  that  it  is  absurd 
to  a|)ply  it  to  their  state.  The  Attorney 
General  stated  the  Local  Militia  at 
180,000  men  and  the  other  Militia  at 
90,000  men,  making  270,000,  besides  the 
regular  army,  making  in  the  whole,  in- 
cluding Ireland,  more,  I  believe,  than 
400,000  men.  And,  according  to  this 
writer,  ail  these  our  countrymen,  who 
are  liable  to  shed  their  blood  in  defence 
of  the  country,  are  "  OUT  OF  THE 
"  PALE  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION.'* 
We  have  seen  before,  that  the  At- 
torney General  and  the  Judge  repre- 
seuied  every  thing  as  now  depending  upon 
the  fidelity  of  the  soldiery ;  and  here 
comes  a  man  to  tell  us,  that  the  private 
soldiers  are  "  OUT  OF  THE  PALE  OF 
'^THE  CONSTITUTION;"  and  that 
they  have  no  interest  or  feeling  in  comma?i 
■with  the  rest  of  the  nation.     He  proclmms 
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to  400,000 \)f  our  countrymen,  with  arms  in 
their  hat>ds,  that  they  are  eat  off"  from 
society,  and  that  the  constitution,  that  is  to 
say,  the  laws  and  institutions  of  their  coun- 
try are  a  dead  letter  as  to  them. Talk 

of  publications  to  excite  mutiny  indeed  ! 
Here  is  a  publication,  which,  if  read  by 
soldiers,  must  infallibly  have  the  effect  of 
making  them  abhor  the  service  in  which 
they  are  engaged.  This  is,  indeed,  a 
"mutinous  libel;"  for,  if  this  has  not  a 
tendency  to  make  the  private  soldiers 
desperate,  to  make  them  hate  the  autiio- 
rity  by  which  they  are  lield  together,  to 
fill  them  with  indignation  and  rage,  no- 
thing that  ever  was   said  or  written  could 

possibly    have    such     tendency. This 

writer  and  others  have,  upon  innumerable 
occasions,  drawn  a  comparison  between 
the  objects  of  war  on  the  part  of  Napoleon 
and  ofvvar  on  our  part.  And,  in  this  com- 
parison, the  soldier's  motives  have  been  in- 
cluded. With  us,  it  has  been  said,  that 
the  soldier/gA(s/or  his  country;  with  Na- 
poleon, raerely  for  the  ambition  and 
aggrandisement  of  the  ruler.  This,  I  am 
sure,  the  reader  will  bear  me  witnes?,  has 
been  said  a  thousand  and  a  thousand  times 
over.  And^  even  upon  rhe  present  I'rial, 
the  judge  observed,  that  in  Prance  men 
were  drawn  out  and  st-nt  to  fight  for  cb- 
jects  in  which  they  had  no  interest,  merely 
"  subserving  the  vietvs  of  the  tyrant."  Very 
well.  But,  litre  comes  the  Coukiek,  or 
his  coadjutor,  and  tells  us,  that  our  jjrivate 
soldier  is  cut  Off'  from  society  ;  that  he 
has  no  interest  or  connexi&n  in  common  with 
his  countrymen;  that"  HE  IS  OUT  OF 
"THE  PALE  OF  THE  CONSTIIU- 
"  TION."  And,  let  me  ask,  is  there  any 
thing  like  this  said,  bv  me  or  by  the 
writer  of  the  Stamford  News?  Have  we 
published  any  thing  which  so  completely 
does  away,  if  it  be  believed,  ail  that  has 
been  said  in  order  to  place  our  service  in 
a  light  more  advantageous  than  that  of 
France  ^  For  my  part,  who  have  been 
a  soldier,  and  who  know  as  much  of 
the  feelings  of  soldiers  as  any  man  in 
the  EngUsh  army,  and  know  as  much 
aboutthe  internal  a?cononiy  of  a  regiment, 
and  know  as  much  of  tiie  motives  that 
operate  with  soldiers,  I  can  form  an  idea 
of  nothing  so  mischievous  as  this  de- 
claration, that  is  to  say,  in  the  way  of 
rendering  the  aamy  totally  rt  gardless  of 
the  welfare  of  their  country,  t  might  be 
suspected,  perhaps,  that  there  x  "re  mat  to 
entertain  this  notion  of  the  st;  te  of  the 
feoldier  j  but,  I  ©lust  confess  tha    I  did  not 
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expect  to  see  it  openly  avowed.- 1  re- 
peat, that  the  avowal,  the  open  declara- 
tion has  been  made  in  the  Coukiek  news- 
paper, I  desire  the  reader,  be  he  who  he 
may,  to  bear  in  mind  what  paper  that  is, 
and  with  this  I  dismiss  the  subject  for  the 
present. 

In  rny  next  I  shall  offer  some  remarks 
upon  the  state  of  -.dlkirs  with  regard  to  the 
American  States.  I  should  do  it  here,  for 
the  subject  is  a  very  important  and  inte- 
resting one  ;  but,  I  have  not  room,  as  I 
wish  to  omit  no  part  of  the  debate  upori 
Mr.  Wap.dle's  motion. 

WM.  COBBE'lT. 

State  Prison,  Newgate,  Friday, 
March  I,  1811. 


CORPORAL  CURTIS. 

Debate  in  the  Hoiise  of  Ccivmons,  upon  a  Mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wakdle,  vn  Tuesday,  the 
2tith  of  teb.  1 8 1 1 . 

(From  the  Times  News-paper  ) 

Mr.  Wardle  i"ose,  pursuant  to  notice^, 
to  submit  to  the  House  a  motion  with  re- 
spect to  Corporal  Curtis,  late  of  the  Ox- 
ford riiilitia.  He  should  begin  by  slating, 
that  the  individual  lo  whom  his  motiiii  re- 
flated was  unknown  to  hiu)  ;  and  hi  had 
never  spoken  to  him  or  seen  him.  The 
officers  who  coinposed  the  regitnenlal 
Court-martial  were  also  unkuovvn  to  him; 
but  with  respect  to  the  Colonel  of  the  Ox- 
lord  Ui'litia,  he  would  say  that  no  man 
possessed  a  liigher  characier  (Hear  ? 
hear  !)  Several  of  his  friends  were  welJ 
knovvn  to  the  Culonel,  and  thought  mosS 
highly  of  him.  He  was  convinced  that 
no  blame  was  to  be  imputed  to  him,  but 
he  conceived  that  he  had  been  much  mis- 
led by  the  misrepresentations  of  others. 
As  this  subject  appeared  to  him  worthy  of 
being  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  he  would  have  wished  for  an  op- 
portunity lohave  conversed  with  the  man  : 
and  went  down  to  the  sea-coasl,  in  No- 
vember last,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the 
man,  who  was  then  confined  in  the  hos- 
pital at  the  Isle  of  Wight.  The  wind, 
however,  blew  so  hard,  and  was  so  foul, 
that  he  could  not  get  over  to  the  Island. 
Some  of  his  friends,  however,  had  asked 
to  see  Corporal  Curtis,  and  they  were 
told  that  neither  they  nor  himself  (Mr. 
Wardle)  would  be  permitted  lo  see  him 
without  an  order  either  from  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  or  the  Adjutant  General. 
He  wrote  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  foy 
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permission,  but  was  refused  unless  be 
could  produce  proofs  that  were  not  then 
in  bis  possession.  He  was  at  a  loss  to 
know  what  ihere  was  in  the  military  jaw, 
which  could  justify  a  Commander  in  Chief, 
after  a  man  had  been  cruelly  ilogged,  to 
place  him  in  a  much  worse  situation  than 
a  condemned  felon,  who  is  allowed  to  see 
his  friends  and  acquaintances..— The  case 
«f  Corporal  Curtis,  (as  he  undei-stood  it) 
was  as  follows.  He  was  a  young  man  of 
very  respectable  parents,  and  was  brought 
up  with  superior  expectations,  but  was  in- 
duced in  the  year  1S08  lo  enter  into  the 
Oxford  militia  for  a  large  bounty.  In 
1810,  he  was  a  corporal  m  the  regiment, 
and  a  clerk  to  the  paymaster.  On  the 
23rd  of  June  in  the  last  year,  he  made 
complaints  to  his  Colonel  of  abuses  in  the 
regiment.  He  complained,  1st,  that  an 
order  for  giving  the  men  three  pair  of 
shoes  in  two  years  had  not  been  executed  ; 
and  2dly,  he  complained  of  the  improper 
detention  of  pay  from  the  men,  under  the 
pretenceof  stoppages  on  account  of  some 
articles  of  clothing  (or  regimental 
breeches)  which  had  never  been  delivered. 
These  stoppages  had  been  for  five^mcnths, 
and  the  clothing  was  not  given.  The 
stoppages  for  these  five  months  had  no 
other  authority  but  the  verbal  order  of  the 
Lieut.-Colonel.  He  believed  it  was  a 
thing  almost  unprecedented,  that  a  whole 
Regiment  should  be  under  stoppages  for 
articles  which  Government  were  to  furnish. 
At  the  end  of  eight  months  the  only  ex- 
cuse for  not  giving  the  clothing  was,  that 
the  men  did  not  want  them.  The  lotjth 
clause  of  the  Mutiny  Act  expressly 
stated  "  that  il'  any  paymaster,  agent  or 
clerk,  should  unlawfully  detain  or  with- 
hold any  pay  due  to  the  Kegiment  for 
more  than  one  month;  or  if  any  officer, 
having  received  the  pay,  should  retain  it 
in  his  own  hands,  such  ofTicer,  on  being 
found  guilty  thereof  by  a  Court-martial, 
should,  besides  what  other  punishment  the 
Court-martial  should  inflict,  pay  a  pe- 
nalty of  100/.  to  the  informer,  who,  if  a 
soldier,  was  also  to  be  entitled  to  his 
discharge."  This  clause  was  quite  ex- 
plicit, and  did  not  jeave  the  Colonel  or  the 
General  of  the  district  any  discretion  upon 
the  subject.  He  had  received  an  account 
of  what  had  happened  from  a  getitleman 
who  was  introduced  to  the  General  Cdurt- 
inartial,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  de- 
positions, and  who  was  ready  to  verify  the 
same  at  the  bar  of  that  Hpuse,  or  any  wbece 
«Ue,    It  appeared  from  those  deppwtiojap. 


that  when  Corporal  Curtis  first  made  his 
complaint,  the  Colonel  was  exccsi^ively 
angry,  and  threatened  to  try  him  for  mu- 
tiny; to  which  Curtis  replied,  that  as  h«i 
came  up  alone  to  make  his  complaint,  ha 
could  not  be  tried  for  mutiny.  On  the 
23d  of  June,  he  attended  the  Colonel  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  the  Book  of  Orders 
being  produced,  he  was  called  upon  to 
shew  the  Order  with  respect  to  the  shoesor 
the  breeches.  As  he  knew  nothing  of  their 
books  or  the  manner  of  keeping  thern,  he 
was  unable  to  do  this.  On  the  2f)th,  he 
was  confined  for  improper  conduct  in  hav- 
ing been  seen  in  brown  clothes,  at  a  mile 
distance  from  head-quarters.  For  this  of- 
fence, he  was  by  the  sentence  of  a  Court- 
martial  reduced  to  the  rgnks.  It  appeared* 
however,  that  he  was  the  clerk  to  the  regi-. 
ment,  and  in  that  capacity  had  been  ac- 
customed to  wear  coloured  clothes.  As  to 
his  being  a  mile  from  the  head-quarters, 
he  was  returning  from  the  post-office, 
where  he  had  just  put  in  a  letter  to  Lord 
C,  Somerset,  the  Lieutenant-General  com- 
manding the  district.  In  this  letter,  h« 
stated  that  he  had  a  complaint  to  make 
against  the  Quarter-master  for  improper 
detention  of  pay,  and  that  he  had  stated  it 
to  his  Colonel,  who  refused  to  give  him  sa- 
tisfaction. He  stated  further,  that  he  wish- 
ed to  take  the  advantage  ot  the  lOoth 
clause  of  the  Mutiny  Act.  It  appeared  to 
him  (Mr.  W.)  that  this  statement  was  not 
improper,  as  the  Colonel  had  not  given 
Curtis  the  opportunity  of  proving  his 
complaints  before  a  Court-martial,  as  he 
was  entitled  to  do.  This  letter  was  seul 
by  Lord  C.  Somerset  to  the  Colonel  of  the 
regiment.  The  Colonel,  in  answer  to  it^ 
said  that  he  was  not  aware  that  any  charges 
could  be  made  out  against  the  Quarter- 
master; and  that  as  to  the  breeches,  the 
men  were  aware  that  they  were  ready  to 
be  delivered,  but  that  they  did  not  then 
want  them.  He  also  stated,  that  Curtis 
came  up  to  him  in  a  very  improper  maa- 
ner  to  make  his  complaint.  The  fact,  how- 
ever, turned  out  to  be,  that  the  breeches 
were  not  ready  lor  delivery  at  that  time, 
nor  even  so  late  as  July.  As  to  the  im- 
propriety of  manner  in  which  Cwtisi  made 
his  complaint,  the  Colonel  was  walking  on 
the  drill-ground,  wlien  he  came  up  and 
mentioned  it  to  him.  In  the  case  of  Go., 
vernor  Wall,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  was 
of  opinion,  that  the  man  who  died  of  the 
punishment  he  received  in  Africa,  had 
done  no  more  than  he  bad  an  undoubted 
right  to  do,  in  complaining  to  bis  officers 
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of  a  detention  of  pay ;  and  it  then  appeared 
to  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  that  if  a  Colonel 
was  to  check  such  complaints,  it  would 
have  the  appearance  of  his  being  a  partaker 
in  the  plunder.  Curtis  had  made  his  com- 
plaint regularly  to  his  Colonel  and  his 
General.  His  Colonel  was  applied  to  by 
him  to  try  these  charges  by  a  General 
Court-martial  instead  of  a  Reginiental 
Court-martial,  but  he  refused.  In  a  regi- 
mental Court-marliaj,  it  was  well  known 
that  the  officers  were  more  connected  with 
each  other  than  the}'  were  in  regular  regi- 
ments, and  this  might  produce  a  sort  of 
bias  (No  !  no .'  from  tlie  Mwistcrial  Bench). 
That  the)'^  were  more  connected  was  evi^ 
dent,  and  there  was  no.accounting  for  feel- 
ings on  such  a  subject.  A  General  Court- 
martial,  on  the  other  hand,  was  composed 
of  men  who  were  chiefly  strangers  to  each 
other,  and  therefore  it  was  a  Cuurt  which 
appeared  more  suitable  for  trying  charges 
against  an  ofiicev.  The  prisoner  was  re- 
fused the  usual  intercourse  with  his  wit- 
nesses and  with  his  Counsel,  previous 
to  the  trial ;  and  even  a  great  coat  which 
he  before  had,  was  taken  from  him,  ?.nd  he 
was  obliged  to  lie  on  the  bare  boards.  Two 
other  privates,  Bellis  and  Reeve,  also  gave 
a  statement  of  other  abuses,  but  the  Colo- 
nel said  he  would  take  care  of  them  too. 
They  were  brought  before  a  Court-martial, 
and  threw  themselves  on  the  mercj'  of  the 
Court.  They  were  sentenced  to  500  lashes, 
which  was  remitted  on  their  voUuiteering 
for  foreign  service.  It  appeared  that  at 
the  time  of  the  trial  of  Curtis,  the  Quarter- 
master, Serjeant  Fox,  publicly  threatened 
and  endeavoured  to  intimidate  the  wit- 
nesses of  Corporal  Curtis  ;  and  on  the 
steps  of  the  court  publicly  swore,  that 
Curtis  was  a  d — d  rascal,  and  so  was  every 
one  who  took  his  part.  Another  Serjeant 
publicly  held  out  the  expectation  of 
twenty  guineas  and  their  discharge  to  any 
soldier  that  would  prove  that  Curtis  liad 
spoken  disrespectfully  of  his  Colonel.  The 
charges  were,  fast,  for  endeavouring  to 
excite  discontent  and  mutiny  in  the  regi- 
ment ;  of  this  charge  he  could  not  find  a 
single  tittle  of  evidence.  The  next  was 
that  of  his  having  spoken  disrespectfully 
of  his  Colonel  ;  it  must,  however,  be  al- 
lowed, that  if  he  had  spoken  improperly 
of  his  Colonel,  his  mind  was  under  consi- 
derable irritation  at  the  time.  He  consi- 
dered that  he  had  been  refused  the  satis- 
faction to  which  the  military  law  entitled 
him.  He  had  conceived  himself  to  be 
entitled  to  lOO/,  and  bis  discharge,    T>^e 


language,  however,  he  had  used  concern- 
ing  his  commanding  officer,  was  not  a 
thousandth  part  as  bad  as  Mdiat  had  been 
said  of  his  Commanding  Officer  by  a  gal- 
lant Admiral  (Admiral  Harvey)  who  had 
since  been  restored  to  the  service.  Ha 
thought  some  similar  allowance  ought  to 
be  made  in  the  present  case. — It  was  in  the 
recollection  of  all,  that  some  German  solf 
diers  had  been  taken  in  the  act  of  desertion, 
having  stolen  a  bout  for  the  purpose  of  going 
over  to  the  enemy.  They  were  taken  and  tried: 
but  tvere  tliey  sentenced  to  be  Jhgiied  ?  No  .' 
he  believed  they  never  did,  nor  never  dared  to 
put  a  task  on  the  backs  of  German  soldiers  ; 
and  he  saiv  no  reason  why  British  soldiers  alone 
should  be  exposed  to  that  severity.  It  was  on 
the  5th  of  August  that  Curtis  received  his 
punishment.  He, was  at  that  time  so  sick 
and  weak,  that  he  was  obliged  to  be  sup- 
ported while  they  tied  him  to  the  halberts. 
During  his  punishment  he  fell  into  frequent 
fainting  fits;  and  having  received  200 
lashes,  he  got  his  election  either  to  take 
the  remaining  800  lashes,  or  to  rot  in  the 
West  Indies.  He,  of  course,  preferred  the 
latter.  Although  he  had  only  received  a 
fifth  of  his  punishment,  he  "was  confined 
from  it  in  the  Hospital,  from  the  5th  of 
August  to  the  I4ih  of  November.  Col.- 
Wardle  then  read  a  letter  from  Curtis^ 
written  ]  2  days  after  the  flogging,  wherein 
he  mentioned,  that  "  he  would  have 
been  very  glad  if  he  had  been  able  to  bear 
the  remaining  SOO  lashes,  instead  of  beinq 
genttothe  West  Indies,  but  the  200  had 
been  administered  with  such  extraordinarv 
severity,  that  it  Avas  not  possible  for  him 
to  bear  more.  His  back  was  one  complete 
sheet  of  corrupted  matter,  which  drev/ 
from  him  all  his  strength,  and  made  him 
almost  unable  to  stand."  Having  stated 
so  much,  he  thought  it  was  unnecessary 
to  detain  the  House  with  many  observa- 
tions. He  trusted,  that  if  the  House 
would  grant  him  a  Committee,  he  would 
be  able  to  substantiate  by  proof  thosa 
facts  which  he  had  stated.  He  concluded  by 
moving  for  a  Committee  to  take  inio  considira^ 
tion  the  case  of  Corporal  Curtis. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  seconded  thg 
motion. 

Colonel  Langton  was  anxious  for  ev«rv 
species  of  enquiry .  He  was  ready  to  meet 
all  that  could  be  brought  forward  against 
his  conduct  as  Colonel  of  the  Oxfordshire 
militia.  Thoroughly  conviiYced  as  he  was 
of  the  danger  of  allowing  insubordination 
to  ereep  among  the  soldiery,  be  had  done 
uothing  that  was  not  necessany  for  ihd 
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preservation  of  discipline.  At  this  time, 
when  every  thing  depended  upon  the  fi- 
delity and  obedience  of  the  army,  it  was 
not  to  be  held  out  as  a  crime,  that  men 
sowing  the  seeds  of  disunion  in  the  army, 
should  be  brought  lo  a  court  martial 
(Hear  !)  Neither  he,  (Colonel  Langton,) 
nor  any  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment 
vi'ished  to  evade  the  strictest  enquiry,  be- 
cause ihey  knew  the  more  strict  it  was, 
the  more  clear  the  character  of  the  Oxford 
regiment  would  come  out  before  the  coun- 
try (Hear  !  Hear !)  He  was  not  accus- 
tomed to  speak  in  that  House,  and  would 
beg  permission  to  refer  to  some  papers! 
(Here  he  read  the  evidence  of  the  two 
men  already  alluded  to,  as  to  the  offer  of 
the  twenty  guineas  for  proof  against  Cur- 
tis, which  offer  they  positively  denied.) 
[Colonel  Langton  then  read  a  letter  from 
Curtis  himself,  acknowledging  his  error, 
and  -thanking  the  Colonel  for  his  gene- 
rosity, in  allowing  the  punishment  to  be 
commuted  for  service  abroad.  This  letter 
was  signed  by  Curtis  and  the  Adjutant, 
with  the  declaration  of  the  latter,  that 
Curtis  signed  it  with  every  mark  of  sin- 
cere regret  for  the  part  which  he  had 
taken.]  He  (Colonel  Langton)  had  been 
thirty  years  in  the  Oxford  Regiment, 
and  during  that  time  he  had  never  refused 
a  soldier  his  fair  demand.  Curtis  said, 
he  was  entitled  by  the  regulation  to  three 
pairs  of  shoes  in  two  years  :  the  regula- 
tion actually  was,  that  thiee  pair  in  two 
years  were  allowed.  Another  of  his  de- 
mands was  relative  to  the  stoppages  for 
breeches.  Curtis  required  that  he  should 
have  two  pair  pi'  Urecclres  in  the  year  ; 
if  he  wanted  breeches  at  the  time,  he 
should  have  got  them  for  asking,  but  he 
had  actuaW}'  a  good  whole  pair  on  him  at 
the  very  time  of  his  complaint.  (Hear, 
andlaughing.)  After  some  further  details, 
Colonel  Langton  apologized  for  taking  up 
the  time  of  the  House.  He  had  been  in 
it  for  sixteen  years,  and  |he  had  never 
presumed  to  address  them  before  ;  he 
hoped  he  .should  never  have  reason  to 
trespass  on  them  again  (Hear!) 

Mr.  Manners  SuTTo.N  (Judge  Advocate 
General)  courted  all  enquiry  on  any  sub- 
ject that  could  with  propriety  be  brought 
into  discussion  ;  but  it  would  be  only  on 
a  case  that  would  have  some  ground  of 
probability  stronger  than  the  one  before 
the  House.  On  the  present  subject,  how- 
ever, a  vevy  simple  statement  would,  in 
all  likelihood,  be  satisfactory  to  every 
man    who    came   with   an  unprejudiced 


judgment  to  the  debate.  The  first  com- 
plaint of  Corporal  Curtis  related  to  shoes 
and  breeches.  He  demanded  three  pairs 
in  two  years,  or  as  he  termed  it,  three 
shoes,  a  year.  This  he  stated  to  be  the 
regular  allowance  and  uniformly  made. 
It  had  happened,  that  in  1804,  two  pair  of 
shoes  were  given  in  the  year.  It  was  the 
year  of  entering  from  the  supplementary 
militia.  The  men  received  a  pair  as  sup- 
plementary, and  a  pair  as  militia-men.^ 
They  thus  had  two  pairs.  But  it  was 
found  that  one  pair  was  sufficient,  and 
five  shillings  was  allowed  for  the  pair, 
which  money  was  not  given  immediately 
to  the  men,  but  put  to  the  account  of  other 
articles,  which  were  paid  for  out  of  the 
soldier's  stoppages.  Curtis  applied  to 
the  Colonel  as  to  the  stoppages  for  shoes 
and  breeches.  On  the  subject  of  shoes, 
the  regulation  shewn  to  him  proved,  that 
he  was  wrong,  and  he  went  away  seem- 
ingly satisfied.  He  demanded  the  second 
pair  of  breeches,  and  was  told,  he  should 
have  them  if  he  wanted  them.  He  got 
them,  without  informing  the  pay-ser- 
jeant  who  was  to  make  the  stoppage  ; 
and  it  was  onlj'^  when  he  was  refused 
the  third  pair,  that  he  demurred. 
(Hear  !)  Government  allowed  a  stoppage 
of  eighteen  pence  a  month  to  be  made, 
taking  the  breeches  at  seven  and  sixpence 
a  pair,  and  if  the  breeches  were  not  re- 
quired, as  was  in  many  instances  the  case, 
the  money  was  returned  to  the  soldier. 
(Hear !)  Curtis  was  brought  to  a  Coort- 
martial,  for  being  found  a  mile  from  his 
quarters,  and  in  coloured  clothes.  He  had 
the  conversation  with  his  Colonel  on  the 
25th,  but  lost  all  memory  of  it  on  the  2(jth. 
But  this  was  nothing  ;  for  nothing  was 
more  natural  than  for  a  man  to  forget  this 
day,  that  he  had  seen  a  particular  person 
the  day  before  (Hear,  hear!)  or  that  he 
had  altogether  forgot  the  conversation 
which  he  had  held  the  day  before  (Hear !) 
The  Hon.  Member  (Colonel  Wardle) 
could  not  have  so  far  forgotten  the  habits 
of  his  military  life,  as  not  to  know,  that  in 
a  regiment  of  the  line,  at  least,  the  com- 
manding odicer  might  reduce  an  offender 
to  the  ranks  without  any  court-martial. 
In  the  mean  time,  Curtis  was  arraigned  of 
other  charges,  charges  not  relative  to 
clothing,  but  incurred  previously  to  the 
sitting  of  the  Court.  It  might  be  almost 
said,  that  it  was  fortunate  that  the  Hon. 
Member  had  fixed  upon  the  Oxford  regi- 
ment for  his  peculiar  attack  ;  for  nothing 
could  belter  bear  sifting  to  the  bottom  than 
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the  conduct  of  the  Officers  in  the  whole 
transaction.     Curtis  demanded  a  General 
Court-martial.     As  to  the  circumstance  of 
the  trifling  tumult  which  was  said  to  have 
taken  place  on  that  occasion,  and  which 
the  Hon.  Member  (Wardl :)  mentioned  i^ 
the  House,  as  merely  a  slight  stir;   he  (Mr. 
M.  Sutton)  would  say,  tl)at  the  person  who 
acted  as  Deputy  Judge  Advocate  on  that 
occasion  wrote  to  him,  to   know  how  the 
Court  was  to  be  relieved  from  the  confu- 
sion which  was  taking  place.     His  (Mr. 
M.  Sutton's)  answer  to  the  letter  was,  that 
the  Court  must  make  itself  respected ;  that 
if  any  military  man  disturbed  the  Court, 
he   should  be  committed,  and  any  other 
should  be  taken  before  a  Magistrate  ;  and 
he  (Mr.  M.   Sutton)  would   he  pledged  to 
lia%'e  him  prosecuted  at  the  next  Sessions. 
Yet  this  was  the  slight  stir  which  merely 
flashed  across  the  Hon.  Member's  recol- 
lection, and  which  he  mentioned   to  the 
House  as  a  piece  of  accidental  information. 
On  the  Court  Martial,Curtis  was  acquitted 
of  the  first  of  the  three  charges.     He  was 
found  guilty    on  the   second    and   third. 
The  second  was,  for  saying,   that  "  He 
would  tear  the  coat  ofFthe  Colonel's  back," 
and  "  that  he  would  cashier  the  heads  of 
them."     When  he  was  advised  to  consider 
what   he    was   about,    he   said   "  that  he 
•wanted  no  counsel,  he  had  good  advice." 
The  charge  was  not  laid  as  mutiny,  and 
therefore  the  punishment  was  not  capital ; 
but  it  was  quite  proper  that  the  sentence 
of  such  a  Court  should  be  no  matter  of 
lightness.     They   had  exercised  a  sound 
discretion    in  awarding  a  severe  punish- 
ment for  so  serious  an  offence.     The  Hon. 
Member  might  think  that  such  a  punish- 
ment ought  not  to  be  inflicted  ;  but  it  was 
ejninently  wrong,  fur  any  purpose  of  po- 
pularity, to  come  down  to  that  House  with 
a  string  of  unfounded  statements  which 
must  go  forth  from  the  House  to  the  pub- 
lic.    The  Hon.  Member  went  so  lar  as  to 
demand  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  leave 
to    put   written   queries   to   the  prisoner. 
(Hear,  hear!)  Perhaps  the  Hon.  Member 
forgot  that  (Hear !)  But  if  he  had  any 
doubts  on  the  subject,   perhaj)s  the  sim- 
plest mode  of  removinji  them  would  be  to 
read  his  own  letter.     (Here  Mr.  M.  Sutton 
read  a  letter  from   Colonel  WardJe  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  mentioning  that  he 
had  come  to  Portsmouth  to  see  the  person 
who  had  been  punished,   and  finally  re- 
questing that  a  gentleman  might  be  allow- 
ed to  go  over  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  to  pot 
wjitten  questions  to  Curtis.)     The  Com- 


mander in  Chief  anSwerr d  him,  that  he 
wouW  be  obliged  by  the  Colonel's  st{\te- 
ment  ofany  grounds  of  inquiry,  as  nothins^ 
could  give  him  greater  satiiifactiou  than  to 
do  justice.  (Hear  !)  Colonel  Wardle  wrote 
back,  that  he  would  give  no  statement; 
that  he  demanded,  as  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament, nothing  more  or  less  than  that 
the  Commander  in  Chief  should  actually 
stay  proceedings  on  the  subject,  during 
Coionel  Wardle's  pleasure.  (Hear!)  If 
it  were  really  that  Honourable  Member's 
object  to  do  good  to  the  service,  his  judg- 
ment was  most  lamentably  deficient.  Did 
he  actually  think,  that  he  was  doing  good 
to  the  army  by  standing  forward  as  the 
advocate  of  every  open,  avowed,  convict- 
ed culprit  ?  The  House  had  apparently- 
made  it  a  rule,  not  to  interfere  with  mili- 
tary matters,  except  in  cases  of  obvious 
importance.  But  the  Honourable  Gen- 
tleman seemed  to  think  it  his  best  privi- 
lege to  hunt  out  and  bring  those  unsuitable 
subjects  perpetually  before  the  House. 
He  seemed  to  think,  that  he  h?.d  a  kind  of 
roving  commission  for  all  charges  of  that 
nature.  (Hear!)  With  respect  to  Bellis 
and  Reeve,  the  two  soldiers  who  were  stated 
to  have  been  sent  abroad  for  their  testi- 
mony in  fiavour  of  Curtis,  the  plain  truth 
was,  that  on  the  trial,  they  brought  forward 
written  calumnies  against  their  officers, 
that  they  were  tried  for  those  calumnies-, 
that  they  were  found  guilty,  and  their 
sentence  of  500  lashes  each  was  commuted 
into  foreign  service.  This  was  called, 
sending  them,  away  for  their  testimony  on 
the  trial.  If  there  ever  was  a  case  of  a 
court-martial  which  would  bear  the  most 
minute  and  intimate  examination,  it  was 
the  r)resent  one.  Mr.  M.  Sutton  conclud- 
ed his  speech  by  declaring  that  it  was  im~ 
possible  he  should  assent  to  the  motion^  under 
all  its  circumstances. 

Sir  Francis  Bliruett  observed,  that  if 
the  Honourable-Gentleman  would  be  ad- 
vocate, judge,  and  witness  in  the  same  cause ; 
as  the  Honourable  and  Learned  Gentle-' 
man,  who  had  just  spoken,  jippeared  to 
be,  it  could  not  be  surprising  that  he 
should  carry  every  thing  before  bim  by 
the  force  of  his  own  aseeiiion.  This, 
without  meaning  any  disrespect  to  that 
Hon,  and  Learned  Gentleman,  seemed  to 
him  to'  be  preci^ly  his  situation.  To  the 
facts  stated  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who 
brought  forward  this  motion,  which  were 
represented  as  founded  only  in  assertion, 
the  Hon.  and  Learned  Gentleman  had^  re- 
plied only  by  assertions.  So  that  in  this 
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respect  both  that  Hon.  and  Learned  Gen- 
(tleman  and  the  Hon.  Member  who  made 
the  motion,  were  placed  exactly  on  the 
same  ground,  with  this  exception,  that  the 
latter  undertook  to  prove  and  make  good 
alt  his  assertions.  It  had  been  said,  in- 
deed, that  what  had  been  stated  by  the 
Hon.  Gentleman,  near  him  (Mr.  Wardle) 
was  not  founded  in  fact ;  but  how  could 
that  be  known,  unless  he  were  to  be  at 
liberty  to  prove  the  correctness  of  his 
statements  ?  By  the  reasoning  of  the  Hon. 
and  Learned  Gentleman  opposite,  all  was 
to  be  taken  for  granted  which  was  asserted 
on  his  part,  whilst  every  thing  was  to  be 
questioned  which  was  advanced  by  the 
other  Honourable  Member.  With  re- 
spect to  the  Honourable  Colonel  who  had 
been  adverted  to  (Colonel  G.  Langton) 
Ire  would  be  the  last  man  whom  he  would 
suspect  of  being  guilty  of  the  oppression, 
or  of  the  other  charges  implicated  in  this 
case.  But  as  far  as  he  could  collect  from 
the  statement  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  the 
charges  were  directed  not  so  much  against 
the  Colonel  or  the  Lieutenant  Colonel,  as 
against  the  Quarter  Mastei*  of  the  Oxford- 
shire regiment.  It  appeared  to  him,  how- 
«ver,  that  when  charges  were  preferred  by 
Corporal  Curtis  against  a  commissioned 
officer,  the  Colonel  had  no  discretion,  but 
to  grant  iti  When  this  was  refused,  it  was 
natural  for  the  man  to  say  that  he  had  not 
justice  done  him.  The  next  step  was  the 
appeal  made  to  the  Commander  of  the 
district,  which  had  been  represented  as 
mutiny.  How  an  appeal  to  a  superior  of- 
ficer could  be  construed  into  an  act  of  mu- 
tiny, he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive.  When 
Curtis  had  preferred  his  charges  and 
thought  he  was  to  go  to  trial  for  having 
ihem,  he  found  he  was  to  be  tried  for 
another  oftence.  The  being  absent  in  co- 
toured  clothes  more  than  a  raile  from 
quarters  might  be  a  military  olFence,  but 
ns  not  only  Corporal  Curtis  but  all  the  men 
in  the  regiment  were  in  the  habit  of  going 
feo  Arundel,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  by 
hira  that  he  should  be  tried  for  such  an 
oflfenco.  This  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  mere 
trick.  What  was  the  consequence  ?  He 
was  deprived  of  his  appeal  to  a  General 
Court-martial,  which  he  would  have  had 
jf  his'  charges  had  been  tried.  He  be- 
lieved from  the  statement,  that  the  Colonel, 
in  refusingthe  Court-martial  on  the  charges 
pvcferred  by  this  man,  had  been  guilty  of 
a  breach  of  the  articles  of  war.  As  to  the 
severity  of  the  punishment  and  the  cruelty 
•f  Jtar  nature,  though  frt  topics  to  be  dis- 


cussed on  another  opportunity,  they  forrh- 
ed  no  part  of  the  question  under  discus- 
sion, and  it  would  be  unfair  to  make  them 
a  part  of  this  case.  He  however  knew  of 
no  law  human  or  divine  that  authorised 
the  infliction  of  a  punishment  which  hu- 
man nature  was  unable  to  bear.  It  ap- 
peared in  this  case,  that  twelve  days  after 
one  fifth  of  the  punishment  had  been  in- 
flicted, the  individual  was  scarcely  able  to 
stand.  It  had  been  objected  to  the  Hon. 
Member  that  he  had  dealt  in  insinuatioris  : 
but  it  appeared  to  him,  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  Hon.  and  Learned  Gentleman  op>- 
posite  had  thrown  out  s^me  heavy  insinua- 
tions against  the  Hon.  Mover  of  this  qoes- 
tion.  It  was  strange,  that,  when  it  waa 
admitted  that  there  was  uo  objection  that 
this  matter  should  be  sifted  to  the  bottom, 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  go  into  the  proof.  Under  these 
circumstances  he  could  not  content  hint- 
self  with  giving  a  silent  vote  after  the  un- 
fair treatment  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
had  received  (Hear,  hear,  liear!)  The 
Hon.  Gentleman,  too,  had  said,  that  the 
individual  had  undergone  a  series  of  cruel- 
ties, that  many  of  the  witnesses  had  beert 
tampered  with,  and  others  intimidated, 
and  these  facts  he  offered  to  prove.  Such 
a  statement  was  not  to  be  met  by  a  laugh, 
or  aspersions  on  the  character  of  the  in- 
dividual who  made  it.  But  it  had  been 
said  that  this  proceeding  was  likely  to 
create  discontent  in  the  army  ;  but  vvhat 
discontent  could  be  excited  if  the  state- 
ment were  not  true,  and  proved  not  to  be 
well  founded  }  Would  it  not  b6  a  satisfac- 
tion to  men,  placed  in  the  glorious  and 
honourable  situation  in  which  British  sol- 
diers were  now  placed,  to  know  that  if 
they  suffered  any  grievance,  there  was  one 
place  at  least  to  which  they  could  look 
with  confide'nce  for  justice.  Upon  all 
these  comiderations  he  should  vote  for  the 
inquiry. 

Lord  Charles  Somerset,  as  the  Ho- 
nourable Member  had  charged  him,  as 
General  of  the  district,  with  a  breach  of 
the  articles  of  war,  felt  it  necessary  to 
trouble  the  House  with  a  very  few  words. 
There  was  one  part,  and  only  one  part  of 
the  statement  of  that  Hon.  Gentleman,  in 
which  he  concurred,  viz.  that  in  which  he 
bestowed  praise  on  the  Hon.  Colonel  of 
the  Oxfordshire  regiment.  It  did  not,  per- 
haps, become  him  to  say  what  he  felt  on* 
that  occasion  relative  to  that  Honourable 
Officer,  but  he  must  remark,  that  the  H6- 
nourabie  Gentleman  could  not  say  to« 
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much  of  him,  as  a  zealous,  correct,  atten- 
tive, and  humane  officer  as  any  in  the  ser- 
vice. (Hear!  Hear!)  This  opinion  he  had 
expressed  in  the  General  Orders  as  «trongly 
as  he  could,  both  with  respect  to  liie  Co- 
lonel and  Lieut.-Colonel  of  that  regiment. 
The  Hon.  Gentleman  had  accused  him  of 
not  having  listened  to  the  appeal  of  Cor- 
poral Curtis :  he  certainly  had  not  listened 
to  that  appeal,  because  that  person  had 
not  a  rigbtt  to  make  it.     The  Article  of  War 
(which  the  Noble  Lord  here  read)  took 
away   the   appeal   from   a   person  found 
guilty  of  a  military  offence  by  a  regimen- 
tal Court-martial.  The  General  Court-mar- 
tial was  for  the  trial  of  heinous  otiences  : 
the  Regimental  for  petty  oftences.    When 
tl>e  person,   whose  case  was  referred  to, 
was  charged  with  a  heinous  offence,  he 
appointed  a  General  Court-martial,  but  at 
the  sanve  time,  took  care  that  no  officer, 
who  had  served  on  the  Regimental  Court 
Wartial,  indeed  that  no  officer  of  the  regi- 
ment should  serve  upon  the  General  Court. 
He  trusted  after  what  he  had  stated,  that 
the  House  would  consider  him  clear  of  the 
charge  of  having  committed  a  breach  of 
the  articles  of  war.  As  to  this  man,  he  be- 
lieved he  went  away  from  his  Colonel  on 
the  25th  of  April,  perfectly  satisfied  that 
bis  complaint  was  unfounded.      On  that 
day  he  signed  his  return,  "all  well."     In 
the  following  May,  Major  General  Hous- 
ton [we  believe]  proceeded  on  his  half- 
yearly  inspection  through  the  district.     It 
was  part  of  his  duty  to  ssk,  whether  any 
individual  in  the  regiments  inspected  had 
any  complaints  to  make.      This  duty  he 
knew  was  performed  by   that  officer,  and 
not  a  word  of  complaint  was  heard  from 
?iny  individual   in  the  Oxfordshire  regi- 
ment.     As  to   what  had  been  said  about 
Bellis  and  Reeve  having  been  forced  out 
of  the  country,  he  should  only  say,  that 
there  was  no  foundation  for  the  charge. 
When  their  conduct  was  known,  he  did 
not  order  a  Court  Martial.      He  directed 
the  Major  General  to  inquire  into  the  cir- 
cumstances, and  on  his  report  had  brought 
the  men  to  a  Court  Martial.    With  respect 
to  the  treatment  of  the  man  in  prison,  he 
had  certainly  ordered  the  mob,  for  mob 
he  would  call  them,  not  to  be  admitted  to 
him;    but  he  at  the  same  time  directed 
tiiat  his  tViends  and  witnesses  should  have 
free  access,  to  him,  and  that  he  should  be 
allov\'ed   the  use  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper. 
But  to  shew  more  clearly  with  what  in- 
dulgence and  lenience  he  had  been  treated, 
he  need  only  say,  that  on  the  Sth  of  July 
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the  mob  having  entered  into  a  subscription 
to  enable  him  to  employ  Counsel,  he  ap- 
plied to  the  Court  for  time  to  procure 
Counsfi,  when  the  Court  adjourned  to  one 
o'clock  ;  and  on  its  being  re-asscmbled, 
the  Judge  Ad?ocatii  oflered  to  the  Coonse* 
t'lie  proceeding  for  his  perusaL  The  Ho- 
nourable Baronet  had  .said,  that  the  man 
was  entrapped  into  a  trial  for  One  offence 
when  he  was  prepared  to  expect  the  trial 
for  another.  The  fact  was,  that  on  the  4lh 
of  July  a  list  of  the  charges  had  been 
given  to  the  prisoner ;  on  the  6th  the 
Court  met,  when  he  was  called  upon  for  a 
list  of  his  witnesses  ;  and  even  on  the  7th 
and  Sth  he  called  fresh  wimesses.  With 
respect  to  the  charge  of  intimidation  of 
witnesses  by  Serjeant  Cox,  as  stated  by  the 
Hon.  Gentleman,  if  any  such  thing  had 
taken  place,  it  must  have  been  mentioned 
in  the  Defence;  and  yet  not  one  word  was 
said  of  it  on  the  trial. '  If  there  was  any 
thing  to  be  remedied,  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  had  offered  to  have  the  matter  in- 
quired into.  The  course  proposed  by  the 
Hon.  Member  was  therefore  not  the  o»ly 
means  of  investigation.  He  returned 
thanks  to  the  House  for  its  attention,  and 
should  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  LocKHART  knew  both  the  unfortu- 
nate man  and  his  father,  they  being  both 
his  constituents.  The  impression  upon 
the  mind  of  this  man's  family  was  not 
that  he  had  been  treated  with  severity. 
He  had  received  a  letter  from  the  father 
of  the  man)  begging  him  to  apply,  not  for 
a  revision  of  his  sentence,  but  for  mercy. 
He  had  written  upon  the  subject  to  the 
Dukea  of  Kent  and  Cumberland,  £|nd 
made  application  to  the  magistrates,  who 
humanely  exerted  themselves  to  obtain 
the  execution  of  justice  in  mercy.  The 
father  of  this  man  knew  notliing  of  the 
motion  of  the  Honourable  Gentleman- 
The  speech  of  the  Honourable  Gentlemaa 
was  deserving  of  the  severest  criticism- 
If  popularity  was  the  object  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Member,  he  would  recommend  lo 
him  to  court  it  by  other  means,  by  means 
which,  as  Lord  Mansfield  well  observed, 
would  make  popularity  follow  him  instead 
of  his  pursuing  popularity. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  not  rise  except  in  justice  to  Sir 
David  Duiidn«!,  to  shield  him  against 
some  imputation  which  seemed  to^have^ 
been  insinuated.  He  did  not  mean  to 
infer  that  the  Honourable  Gentleman  who 
brought  forward  those  charges  took  atl- 
vantage  of  his  situation  as  »  Member  of 
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Parliament  to  propaijate  inflammatory 
and  mischievous  harangues,  (Hem-,  hear, 
hear!)  ;  he  rather  supposed  he  canje  down 
to  seek  redress  for  some  supposed  injury. 
He  was  the  more  ready  to  bi^lieve  this,  as 
every  man  who  wistied  wcU  to  the  coun- 
try must  be  aware  how  very  much  the 
bringing  forward  military  charges  in  tiiat 
House  ought  to  be  avoided  (Hear,  he.ar!) 
The  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  here 
read  a  correspondence  between  Sir  David 
Dundas  and  Mr.  Wardle,  in  which  Mr. 
Wardie  desired  that  the  condea"irted  Cor- 
poral Curtis  should  not  be  sent  abroad,  as 
he,  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  was  «le- 
termined  to  make  the  matter  the  subject 
of  investigation  (Hear,  hear!) ;  and  in 
which  Sir  David  uniformly  answered, 
that  he  would  be  ready  to  accede,  pro- 
vided Mr.  Wardle  stated  the  grounds  of 
his  application.  (Hear,  hem- !)  This,  hoW- 
ever  Mr.  Wardle  "declined  doing.  He 
must  state  this  in  justice  to  Sir  David 
Dundas.  But  Mr.  Wardle  broached  a 
principle  which  would  go  to  convert  tl>e 
freest  country  under  heaven  into  the  most 
wicked  and  abominable  tyranny  which 
ever  existed.  He,  denying  all  informa- 
tion, demanded,  as  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment, the  suspension  of  the  Law.  What, 
was  he  to  arrogate  to  himself  the  right  of 
becoming  a  walking  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  ?  (Ilearjtear!)  He  seem- 
ed also  to  insinuate  that  the  military  could 
not  have  fair  play  under  a  Regimental 
Court-martial !  He  could  not  conceive  a 
viler  or  more  unfounded  insinuation  ;  but 
thoughhe  was  ready  to  give  the  Honourable 
Gentleman  every  allowance  as  to  the  puri- 
ty of  his  views,  still  he  was  sure  the  House 
would  allowhe  could  not  have  chosen  a  worse 
way,  or  adopted  a  mor«  injudicious  course 
towards  their  accomplishment,  (Hear, 
hear  I)  He  should  now  conclude,having  made 
these  iew  remarks  on  a  speech  which  he 
was  sure  all  men  in  that  House  must  re- 
gret, and  which  none  should  regret  more 
than  the  person  who  delivered  it.  (Hear, 
hear  I) 

Colonel  Wardle  very  briefly  replied, 
and  the  House  divided  : 

For  Colonel  Wardie's  Motion 1 

Against  it........ 91 

Majority -—90 

There  were,  besides  the  one,  who  voted 
for  the  motion,  the  two  Tellers,  who  were 
Mr.  Wardle  and  Sir  F.  Burdett.  The 
one  was  Colonel  Langton  I 
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Isle  qV  FnANCE.— — Dispatchfrom  Maj. 

Gen.  Abefcronifbr/. 
(Conthmedfrompa-^e  448. _> 

Hining  halted  for  a  few  hours  during  the, 
night,  the  army  again  moved  forward  be- 
fore daylight,  with  the  intention  of  not 
halting  till  arrived  before  Port  Louis  ;  but 
the  troops  having  become  extremely  ex- 
hausted, not  only  fiom  the  exertion  which 
they  had  already  made,  but  from  having 
been  almost  totally  deprived  of  water,  of 
which  this  part  of  the  country  is  destitute, 
I  was  compelled  to  take  up  a  position 
at  Moulin  a  Poudre,  about  5  miles  short 
of  the  town. 

Early  the  next  morning  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel M'Leod,  with  his  Brigade,  was  de. 
tached  to  seize  the  batteries  at  Tombeau 
^nd  Tortue,  and  open  a  communication 
with  the  fleet,  as  it  had  been  previously 
arranged  that  we  were  to  draw  our  supplies 
from  thoie  two  points. 

The  main  body  of  the  array,  soon  after 
it  had  moved  off  its  ground,  was  attacked 
by  a  corps  of  the  enemy,  who,  with  seve- 
ral field  pieces,  bad  taken  a  strong  position, 
very  favourable  for  attempting  to  make  an 
impression  on  the  head  of  the  column,  as 
it  shewed  itself  at  the  end  of  a  narrow 
road,  with  a  thick  wood  on  each  flank. 
The  European  flank  battalions,  which 
formed  the  advanced  guard,  under  th« 
command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Camp- 
bell, of  the  33d  regiment,  and  under  the 
general  direction  of  General  Warde,  form- 
ed with  as  much  regularity  as  the  bad  and 
broken  ground  would  admit  of,  charged 
the  enemy  with  the  greatest  spirit,  and 
compelled  him  to  retire  with  the  loss  of  his 
guns,  and  many  killed  and  wounded. 
This  advantage  was  gained  by  the  fall  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell,  a  most  ex- 
cellent and  valuable  officer,  as  well  as 
Major  O'Keefe,  of  the  Tith  Regiment, 
whom  I  have  also  every  reason  sincerely 
to  regret. 

In  the  course  of  the  forenoon  the  army 
occupied  a  position  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
lines  just  beyond  the  range  of  cannon- 
shot;  on  the  foUowina;  morning,  while  I 
was  employed  in  m  'king  arrangements  for 
detaching  a  corps  to  the  southern  side  of 
the  town,  and  ^daring  myself  in  a  situa- 
tion to  make  a  gi.ft^ral  at>ack.  General  de 
Caen  proposed  to  capitulate. 
(To  he  eontinued.) 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

-  LiftErt'py  OF  THE  Fress.— — TUe  present 
article  will  conclude  the  JScries,  vi  iHch  1 

intended  to  write  upon  this  siihjoct. 

The  formt^r  articles  will  be  found  at  (tages 

4-27,  44.9,  4Sl,  and  4.53. The  two  last, 

contain  remarks  upon  the  particular  case  of 
Messrs.  Hunt.  The  two  first  relate  to  the 
Liberty  of  the  Press  generally/,  to  which 
subject  I  now  retnni.— — At  the  close  of 
t4ie  article,  which  began  at  page  44-9,  I 
described  tin  Liberly  of  the  Press;  I  gave 
tbe  reader  my  notion  o^ 'Mhat  it  really  vjas; 

and  I  had  before  shewn  ti7ktf  itzvas  not. ■ 

But,  in  a  sort  of  supplement  to  that  article, 
I  insert,  in  the  present  Number,  a  Letter  to 
Lord  EUenborough,  which  I  published  two 
years  ago,  and  which  contains,  as  -the 
reader  will  see,  my  reasons,  more  at  large, 
upon  this  branch  of  the  subject.  It  is  there 
shown,  even  upon  the  principles  laid  down 
by  this  judge  Iiimsetf,  in  the  case  of  Carr 
ag^ainst  Hood  and  Sharpc,  that  the  Libti-tif 
of  the  Press,  if  it  have  any  real  existence, 
must  mean  the  right  of  publishing,  with- 
out risk  to  one's  self,  a  true  account  of  the 
character,  actions,  and  measures  of  all  men 
tinployed  in  managing  the  affairs  of  the  na- 
tion.  This  letter  appears  to  me  to  em- 
brace all  the  reasoning  that  can  be  offered 
upon  the  part  of  the  subject  to  which  it 
relates.  No  one  has  ever  attempted  to 
answer  it ;  and  my  conviction  is,  tnat  it  is 

wholly  unanswerable. .To  that  letter  I 

have  little  to  add ;  and  should  add  nothing, 
di<l  it  not  appear  to  me  necessary  to  otier 
some  remarks  applicable  to  the  opening  of 
Miu  Brougham's  defence  of  Messrs.  Hunt, 
in  which  that  geutieman  is,  in  the  report, 
stated  to  have  uttered  a  strong  and  sweep- 
ing censoi-e  upon  the  present  licentiousness  of 
the  press.  (See  p,  507.) — r-This  may  not 
hnve  been  reported  with  perfect  correct- 
ness; but,  it  is  not  likely,  that  it  should 
be  wholly  unfounded.  Indeed,  that  is  al- 
most iaipcssible  ;  but,  at  any  raie,  the 
speech  is  in  print,  it  is  gone  forth  to  the 
public,  and,  therefore,  whether  the  words 
really  came  from  him  or  not,  the  observii- 
tiona  deserve  an  answer,— rr-He  says,^  thai . 
**  tbe    lieentionsness    of  -the.  press  k^s 


"  reached  a  lieight,  which  it  cerlaimy  ha* 
"  not  attained  at  nny  former  periodJjn  this 
"  country,  a  licentiousness  wh6i'jby  cv^ry 
=■'  boundary   is  reinjoved,  antlfeyary^absta* 

"cle  overwhelmed."-- No'.v,  adn.itting 

this  to  be  true,  Mr.  Brougham  must  ex- 
cuse hue,  if  I  look  upon  it  a.s  ti.>e  worst  pos- 
sible operiiB!^  to  a  dc-fenc6  of  the  sort  that 
he  had  to- raal'e.  It -was  . calculated  to 
prepossess  thfe  mir.ds  of  the  jury  against 
the  press  m  general;  it  wa'S  calculated  to 
give  a  broad  and  general  sanciicn  to  the  pro- 
ceedings  of  the  Attorney  General,  who  failed 
not  to  avail  himself  of  that  sanction  ;  and, 
it  certainly  was  calculated  to  give  the 
minds  of  the  jury  a  bias  against  the  do- 
fendants  as  belonging  to,  a  class  generally 

licentious. It  may  be  said,  that  by  his 

subseouent  explanations,  he  discriminated 
betv/een  his  clients  and  the  licentious 
parts  of  the  printers  ;  but,  if  he  once  put 
theni  into  the  class  ;  if  be  once  succeeded 
in  persuading  tiie  jury,  that  the  press  was 
generally  thus  rtvj'isiroupjy  llcenUou?,  he 
might  v.e'i  he  expected  to  fail  in  establish- 
ing tin  exception  in  favour  of  his  cjients,  and 
of  the  soundness  of  which  exception  h^ 
had  no  proof  to  produce.  If  he  once  sre- 
ceeded,  as  his  words  clearly  meant,  in 
persuading  the  jury,  that,  at  this  particular 
time,  licentiousness  was  got  to  such  a  mon- 
strous height ;  that  it  was  now  arrived  at 
a  pifch  higher  than  at  any  former  period  ; 
that  it  had  passed  all  botinds,  and  ivas  over-- 
^vhelming  every  thing;  if  he  once  succeeded- 
in  persuading  them,  that  tjus  was  generally 
the  case,  was  |t  likely  that  his  after-expla- 
nations would -gpt  this  impression  out  of 
their  mir;.ds?  No  :  and,  it  isjuy  firm  con- 
viction, as  it  is,  I  believe,  that  of  the  pub- 
lic, that  if  ti)e  jury  did  not  sufrer  iheir 
minds  to  be  worked  up  to  a  verdict  cf 
guilty, the  defendants  had  to  thank  the  jury 
themsc'vosrouch  more  than  tlieir  advocate. 

, Supposing",  therel'ore^  the  fact  to  have 

been  irue,  it  would,  in  Islr.  Brougham's 
situation,  biivo  been  injudicious  to  &.t.ate  it. 

But,  it  was  7?0i   trve;    it  was  the  re-. 

verse  of  the  truth  ;  far,  an  app*;al  to  the; 
publications  oftbe^ay  will  prove,  that  the 
press  never  vvfts-  kss  LjgQ&ttious ;  never  was* 
more  tame';  ancW  .tbJK' ii  is  impossible  Cor  itj 
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to  become  more  tame^  to  possess  less  spirit 
and  boldness,  to  be  a  more  insipid  and 
cowardly  thing  than  it  is,  unless  it  were 
subjected  to  a  previous  ticencer.  Let  any 
man  look  back  through  the  last  century  ; 
let  him  view  the  publications  iu  the  reign 
of  Queen  Anne,  which  was  called  the 
AiiguUun  Age  of  English  literature,  and  then 
say,  whether  we  now  possess  as  much  of  the 
liberty  of  the  press  as  was  possessed  then. 
Let  him  only  look  at  the  writings  of 
Swift  and  Pope  and  Gay,  and  consider 
what  would  have  Keen  the  sentences  which 
they  would  have  received,  had  they 
written  now.  There  was  a  man  prose- 
cuted, some  few  years  ago,  for  a  story 
about  a  dunghill  Cock ;  what  would  Gay 
have  said,  if  he  had  been  prosecuted  for 
his  "  Ant  in  OJice."  Talk  of  licentioumess, 
indeed  !  Look  at  Swuft's  Legion  Club,  and 
at  scores  more  of  his  poems ;  and  look  at 
his  Drapicr's  Letters.  In  short,  look  into 
almost  any  page  of  his  writings.  Look 
at  Pope's  satires,  if  you  talk  of  licentious 
attacks  upon  private  chaiacters  and  public 
eharacters  too.  He  begins  one  of  them 
with  saying  that  the  Solicitor  of  the  Trea- 
sury bribes  witnesses,  in  cases  of  libel, 
with  "  double  pots  and  pay.".  And,  is  it, 
while  these  works  are  extant,  while  we 
have  these  writings  in  all  our  houses,  while 
we  have  these  to  look  back  to  ;  is  it  that 
while  we  have  all  these  before  us,  that  we 
are  to  be  told,  that  the  press,  the  poor, 
tame,   cowed-down  press  of  the  present 

day  is  more  than  ever  licentious  ? That 

there  are  very  base  creatures  now-a-days, 
who  live  by  blackening  private  characters 
I  know  as  well  as  any  body.  I  know,  that 
such  men  deal  in  all  manner  of  falshoods. 
I  know,  that  they  are  the  very  basest  of 
mankind.  I  know,  that  as  in  the  proved 
case  of  the  Day  news-paper,  some  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  public  prints  are  ac- 
tuated by  the  basest  of  motives.  But,  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Day  news-paper  are  not 
men  who  follow  printing  and  publish- 
ing ^5  a  proftssion ;  that  they  are,  in  fact, 
men  who  have  engaged  in  the  thing  upon 
the  avowal  of  its  being  an  article  of  trade; 
that  they  have,  indeed,  proclaimed  an  hos- 
tility to  the  Daily  Press  in  general ;  and 
that  the  publication,  instead  of  being  a 
fair  specimen  of  the  Daily  Press,  is  an  in- 
stance of  its  opposite. Mr.  Brougham, 

therefore,   if  he  must  have   his  philippic 
.against  the  licentiousness  of  the  press,  in 
ortlep^^j^^joJ^j^Wj^  the   example   of  almost 
"pom  the  time  of  Nov 


and  the  Stau-Chamber  downwards;  if  ho 
must  have  this,  he  should  have  gone  into  2 
very  full  and  clear  explanation  of  his 
meaning,  and  not  have  suffered  any  part 
of  his  accusation  to  lie  upon  the  press  in  gc- 
neral.'  This  word  licentiousness  is  a  very 
convenient  word.  It  is  a  word  that  allows 
of  fwisting  and  stretching.  It  may  be  ap- 
plied to  any  thing.  It  will  always  afford 
a  dispute  as  to  its  application.  Therefore  it 
is,  that  it  is  such  a  favourite  with  lawyers. 

There  is,   they  tell   us,  a  boundary 

mark  between  the  liberty  2x1^  the  licentious' 
ness  of  the  press.  But,  do  they  enable  us 
to  see  this  mark  ?  Have  they  ever  pointed 
it  out?  No,  and  they  take  special  care  not 

to  do  it. The  natural  boundary  is  truth. 

This  is  a  boundary  that  we  all  know  well. 
We  all  know  how  to  distinguish  between 
truth  and  falshood  ;  but,  as  to  where  li- 
berty ends  and  licentiousness  begins,  who 
is  able  to  determine  that?  Let  a\\falshood$ 
be  punished  according  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  injury  that  they  do,  or  are  calculated 
to  do;  let  the  publisher  or  the  writer  of 
falshood  be  called  a  libeller ;  and  let  him 
be  punished  if  he  cannot  prore  tlie  truth  of 
what  he  writes  and  publishes.— —Is  not 
this  enough  ?  What  can  be  wanted  more 
for  the  protection  o?  innocence  ?  More  may 
be  wanted  for  the  protection  of  guilt,  in- 
deed; but,  surely,  nothing  more  can  bo 
wanted  for  the  protection  of  innocence.— — 
And,  as  to  the  government,  what  a  thing  it 
is  to  say,  or  to  act  as  if  you  said,  that  the 
government  stands  in  need  of  a  law  to  pu- 
nish men  for  publishing  trutfis .'  What  a 
thing  this  is  to  say  !  To  say  that  the 
publishing  of  truths  endangers  the  safety 
of  the  government,  is,  it  appears  to  me, 
the  strongest  censure  that  human  wit  could 
devise  upon  that  government.  What  must 
any  man  of  common  sense  think  of  a  sys- 
tem of  government  that  cannot  with- 
stand the  publication  oi  truth  respecting 
it?  What  would  you  think  of  any  private 
person  who  should  be  described  to  you 
thus  :  "  he  is  a  man,  vi'ho  will  enjoy  a 
"  fair  reputation  in  the  world,  and  who 
"  will  do  very  well,  until  the  ti^uth  be 
"  spoken  of  him ;  but,  the  moment  the 
"  truth  is  spoken  of  him,  he  is  ruined  for 
"ever?"  What  would  you  think  of  a 
man  thus  described  to  you  ?  Would  you 
choose  such  a  man  for  a  friend  ?  iN^ay, 
would  you  not  shun  him  as  you  would 
shut!  a  leper  ?  What  then,  I  again  ask, 
can  be  mure  injurious  to  the  character  of 
any  government,  than  to  say,  that  men 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  speak  and  write! 
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about  it  what  they  can  prove  to  be  true  ? 

Nay  ;  what  tfo  we  actually  say  about 

the  government  of , the  Emperor  of  France  ? 
Do  we  not  say,  that  his  restraints  upon 
the  press  proceed  from  the  fear  of  the 
press,  and  that,  too,  because  his  government 
is  bad  ?  Yet,  what  does  he  do  more,  what 
can  he  do  more,  what  can  he  possibly  wish 
to  do  more,  than  to  prevent  the  truth  from 
from  being  published  about  the  badness  of 

his  government  ? 1  should   \\kt  to  see 

this  question  receive  a  distinct  answer, 
because  this  is  the  pincher.  This  puts 
the  thing  to  the  test.  It  is  useless  to  burst 
out  in  railing  against  him ;  because,  what- 
fcver  he  may  deserve  in  that  way,  it  does 
not  alter  the  state  of  the  question.  He 
may  be  inspired  by  the  devil,  and  may 
be  the  very  devil  himself;  but,  with  the 
press,  what  can  he  want  to  do  more  than 
prevent  the  publication  of /rw/i?  This  is 
the  question.  Until  it  be  answered  all 
the  railing  will,  with  men  of  sense,  pass 
for  nothing ;  and  those  who  use  it,  rtiay, 
as  the  vulgar  saying  is,  keep  their  breath 
to  cool  their  porridge,  for  not  the  smallest 

effect  will  it  produce  in  their  favour. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  matter, 
which,  though  I  have,  somewhere,  taken 
it  before,  I  cannot,  upon  this  occasion, 
refrain  from  taking  again.  I  allude  to  the 
comparison  between  the  state  of  no  press 
at  all  and  a  press  not  free  to  publish  the 
truth ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  the  former  is  greatly  to  be  pre- 
ferred; because,  in  that  case,  the  public 
would  judge  and  act  wholly  from  their 
own  observations  and  experience,  whereas  in 
the  latter,  the  press  gives  them  a  false 
guide,  which  is  always  worse  than  no  guide 
at  all. — —Suppose  the  news-paper  re- 
porters were  prohibited  from  giving  the 
speeches  of  those  members  who  opposed 
the  ministers,  or  were  obliged  to  leave 
out  all  the  parts  of  their  speeches  likely 
to  have  weight  against  the  ministers; 
could  such  reports  do  the  public  any 
good ;  nay,  must  they  not  do  a  great  deal 
of  mischief;  would  they  not  be  much 
worse  than  no  reports  at  all;  and  would 
they  not  have  a  natural  tendency  to  de- 
stroy every  vestige  of  what  we  call  free- 
dom ?  Suppose,  upon  a  trial,  the  advocate 
for  the  Crown  only  was  to  be  at  liberty 
to  say  what  he  pleased,  and  that  the  de- 
fendant's counsel  were  to  speak  in  a  muzzle 
and  be  liable  to  be  piosecuted  for  what  he 
said,  and  to  be  fined,  jailed,  and  ruined  in 
health  as  well  as  in  fortune  if  he  spoke 
any  thing  to  displease  the  Crown  Lawyers. 
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Would  it  not,  in  such  case,  be  hiuch  better 
that  there  should  be  no  pleading  at  all ; 
would  not  the  defendant  stand  a  better 
chance  by  merely  having  the  information 
or  indictment  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
jury  and  having  a  hearing  of  the  evidence  ? 
-——And,  if  these  questions  be  answered 
in  the  affirmative,  is  it  not  manifest,  that  a 
press  not  free  to  ulter  the  truth  is  beyond  all 
comparison  worse  than  no  press  at  all? 
Such  a  press  is,  indeed,  calculated  to  in* 
jure  the  cause  of  truth  and  of  freedom 
more  than  can  scarcely  be  imagined.  It 
is  an  instrument  the  most  powerful  tor  de- 
priving men  of  their  freedom  and  their 
happiness.  It  is,  and  it  always  must  be, 
a  curse  the  most  severe  that  mankind  can 
possibly  endure.— — To  call  such  a  press 
free,  to  say  that  such  a  press  has  liberty,  is 
an  insult  to  common  sense  ;  it  is  an  af- 
front to  human  nature  itself. The  tise 

of  the  press,  that  is  to  say,  the  art  of  print- 
ing, has  not  been  known  above  300  years, 
I  believe.  Now,  it  would  be  too  mucU 
to  say,  that  freedom,  that  political  liberty, 
was  not  known  before  that  time  ;  for  it  is 
very  notorious,  that  men  were  very  frte 
in  Greece,  in  Rome,  in  Germany,  and  in 
England  too,  Jong  before  printing  was 
ever  thought  of,  and  much  freer  in  Ger- 
many than  they  ever  have  been  since; 
and,  as  to  England,  we  know  well  what 
noble  struggles  were  made  for  freedom, 
long  before   the   press  was   thought  of, 

and    how   just    were   the   laws. Men 

then  judged  more  from  their  own  observa- 
tion and  from  experience;  from  what  they 
themselves  saw  and  what  they/e/f.  They 
took  less  upon  trust.  Knowledge,  in  cer- 
tain respects,  was  shiver,  but  it  was  surer. 
And,  indeed,  men  were  as  free  as  ever 
they  have  been  since,  if  not  more  so  ;  as 
most  clearly  appears  from  the  whole  tenor 
of  our  laws,  which,  be  it  observed,  as  far 
as  they  are  most  excellent,  existed  long 
before  the  press  was  heard  of.  It  is  true, 
that  there  are  many  advantages  attending 
the  press.  It  disseminates  knowledge 
rapidly,  and,  as  truth,  if  it  has  a  free  course, 
will  always  triumph  over  falshood,  the  dis- 
semination of  falshood  as  well  as  truth  is  no 
argument  against  it ;  but,  if  it  be  cramped  ; 
if  power  is  to  be  exercised  to  restrain  it 
on  one  side  and  not  on  the  other ;  if  it  be 
not  free  as  far  as  truth  goes ;  if  it  may  do 
what  it  pleases,  so  that  it  keep  clear  of  the 
rich  and  the  powerful,  and  if,  as  to  them,  it 
be  restrained ;  if  this  be  the  state  of  it,  a 
more  mischievous,  a  more  hateful,  a  more 
detestable  thing  never  existed  in  tij« 
U  2 
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world,  for  i^  is  fraught  with  mischiefs  and 
oppressions,  and  insults  of  every  sort,  and 
that,  too,  under  the  guise  of  the  fairest 
gem  of  IVcedoni. — —To  take  a  somewhat 
closer  view  of  the  effiicts  of  such  a  press 
a-^  this,  suppose  there  to  exist,  in  the  capa- 
city of  a  ministler  of  stale,  a  man  of  the 
most  cruel  and  cohl-biooucd  staiDp,  a 
Known  corrupter  and  briber,  a  double- 
handed  Uiiavp,  a  wretch  endowed  with  all 
the  qualities  fitted  to  the  complete  vill.\in, 
raid  who  would,  rather  than  forego  his 
purpose,  tlofic  one  half  of  the  natioti  'till 
they  cut  the  throats  of  the  ether  half. 
It  is  shoc!:ing  to  suppose  the  existence  of 
so  execrable  a  monster;  but,  suppose  such 
a  monster  to  exist,  and  suppose  hiin  to 
have  become,  bj"-  some  nisan^  or  other,  a 
minister  of  state.  Wojld  you  call  the 
■press  free  if  it  were  not  permitted  to  ex- 
pose this  monster  ;  to  put  his  deeds  upon 
paper;  to  exhibit  him,' by /?fl7;ie,  in  his 
true  colours  ?  And,  if  a  part  of  the  press 
was  so  base  as  to  attempt  to  jnst/fj/  him  ; 
nay,  to  praise  him;  and  the  other  part 
were  not  at  liberty  to  answer  and  expose 
the  fiUshoods  of  such  attempts;  would  j-ou 
still  call  kfree?  I  think  not.  I  think 
there  cannot  be  npon  earth  any  man  so 
infamously  vile  as  to  pretend  that  such  a 
press  would   be   worthy  of  being   called 

free  ? No  :   unless  there  be  a/r-ee  course 

for  truth;  unless  this  be  the  boundary,  the 
press  is  not  free,  say  of  it  what  you  will. 
Such  a  press  as  I  have  been  describ- 
ing is,  beyond  all  comparison,  worse  than 
no  press  at  all,  and  even  worse  than  a  press 
unda'  a  licenser;  because,  in  the  latter 
case,  it  is  notorious  that  there  is  a  licenser; 
it  is  mTittev  of  notoriety,  that  the  press  puts 
forth  only  that  which  is  fust  approved  of 
by  the  government.  This  is  uell  known, 
and  the  people,  knowing  this,  pay  little 
attention  to  what  is  said  by  the  press,  if, 
indeed,  they  ever  see  it ;  and,  about  see- 
ing it,  they  will  not,  of  course,  be  very 
solicitous.  But,  in  the  case  of  a  press 
such  as  I  have  described,  the  people  are 
deceived.  If  they  see  not  contradicted  the 
praises  of  monsters  such  as  the  above  sup- 
posed minister,  they  believe  that  these 
praises  cannot  he  contradicted  ;  and  thus 
they  may,  and  naturally  v/ill,-  be  induced 
to  give  their  countenance  and  support  to 
what  is  most  injurious  to  them  and  their 
country;  and  thus  iL  is  that  such  a  press 
Biay  assist  all  the  designs  of  the  most  fell 
tyranny  that  ever  country  was  cursed 
with Such  are  ray  reasons  for  believ- 
ing, that  truth  and  truth  alone  ought  to  be 


the  test  of  all  publications ;  that,  if  the 
writer  oV  publisher  can  prove  the  truth  of 
what  he  says,  he  ought  to  be  regarded  as 
not  guilty  of  any  offence  against  the  law 
in  -vriting  or  publishing  it ;  and,  if  he  fail 
in  that  proof,  he  oui^ht  (if  his  writing  be 
injurious  to  n)iy  body^  or  has  a  clearly  in- 
jurious tendency)  to  be  regarded  as  guilty 
of  an  oiFencc  against  the  law.  And,  as  t* 
mere  opinions,  they  never  oilght  to  be 
deemed  a  crime ;  for,  if  unsupported  by 
good  reasons,  they  pass  for  nothing,  they 
can  produce  no  effect;  -a.ul,  if  supported 
by  good  reasons,  they  ought  to  pass  for 
something,  they  ought  lo  produce  effect, 

and  it  is  meritorious  to  publish  them. : 

1  now  come  to  the  last  poiijt,  on  which  it 
was  my  intention  to  speak  relative  to  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  namely,  what  must 
naturally  he  the  consequence  of  all  attempts  to 
stijls  the  liberty  of  the  press;  by  which  I 
mean,  you  will  observe,  the  impartial  use  of 
the  press,  the  right  to  publish  the  truth 
about  every  thing  and  every  body,  and  es- 
pecially about  the  character  and  conduct  of 
public  men,  that  is  to  say,  all  men  in  public 
stations,  whether  in  the  state,  the  legisla- 
ture, the  army,  the  navy,  the  law,  or  the 

church. There  is  no  man  living,  who 

has  not,  at  some  time  or  other,  experi- 
enced the  pain  arising  from  he'm^  compelled 
to  refrain  from  speaking  the  truth.  It  is  what 
no  man  easily  forgives  :  "  I  kept  silence,'* 
says  St.  Paul,  "  even  from  speaking  good 
"  words,  though  it  was  pain  and  grief  to 
"  me."  This  is  a  sort  of  pain  and  grief, 
which  the  restrained  person  very  seldom 
fails  to  remember ;  and,  accordingly  we 
see,  that  the  stifling  of  the  freedom  of  the 
press  has  never  succeeded  for  any  length 
of  time  in  this  country.  The  Stuarts  tried 
it  pretty  well,  and  they  finally  had  their 
rew^ard  in  their  expulsion  from  the  throne. 
Of  all  the  detestable  deeds  of  Charles  the 
First's  Attorney  General,  Nov,  none  were 
so  much  resented  by  the  people  as  his  per- 
secutions of  the  press.  Ship-money  was 
the  invention  of  this  fellow  ;  and  though 
that,  through  the  virtuous  resistance  of 
Hampden,  became  the  match  that  set  fit© 
to  the  pile,  the  combustible  materials  con- 
sisted in  great  part  of  the  persecutions  of 
the  press,  especially  in  the  persons  of 
Prvnn,  Bastwick,  and  Burton,  who  were, 
by  the  corrupt  and  cruel  tyrants  of  the 
Court  of  Star  Chamber,  sentenced  to  heavy 
fines,  cruel  tortures,  and  imprisonment  in 
distant  jails.  These  men  were  brought 
from  their  distant  imprisonment  by  a  vote 
of  the  Commons'  House  of  Parliament,  and 
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came  to  LonJou  surrounded  by  thousands 
of  people,  wlio  conducted  them  from  town 
to  town,  loaded  with  kindness,  presents, 
and  blessings.  And  those  who  had  sent 
them  away  had  the  mortification  to  see 
thera  enter  London  and  be  conducted 
along  streets  literally  strewed  with  flowers, 
the  people  bearing  branches  and  garlands 

in  their  hands. Such  were  the  people 

of  England  in  those  days;  and  where  is 
the  man  of  a  right  mind,  who  does  not,  on 
this  account,  feel  ]#i-oud  at  being  descended 

from  them } Not  long  iifier  this,  t/teir 

judges  became  the  objects  ofpuiisfanent;  and 
Laud,  the  Archbishop,  who  had  been  one 
of  the  most  inexorable  of  the  Star  Cham- 
ber gang,  was  committed  to  the  Tower,  on 
an  impeachment  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. Tliere  he  iuy  for  three  j'ears,  till 
people,  in  the  heat  of  the  contest  with  the 
king,  which  was  then  bep,"un,  seemed  to 
have  forgotten  him  ;  but,  Puynn  was  noAv 
become  a  member  of  parliament;  and, 
was  it  any  wonder  that  he  did  not  forget 
him?  Laud  had  sentenced  him  to  pay 
10,000  pounds  in  a  fine  to  thekin<^;  to  have 
his  ears  cut  oft"  close  to  his  head  ;  to  have 
S.  L.  (Seditious  Libeller)  burnt  in  each 
cheek ;  and  to  be  imprisoned  for  life 
without  pen,  ink,  or  paper,  and  without 
ftny  friend  ever  being  suffered  to  see  him; 
and  yet  this  same  tyrant,  when  he  him- 
self was,  at  last,  brought  to  trial,  made  a 
sentimental  coaiplaint  about  the  inalke  and 
the  rudeness  of  ]Mr.  Prynn  !  He  was,  how- 
ever, put  to  death:  a  sentence  much  more 
humane  than  that  which  he  passed  upon 
Mr,  Prynn  and  his  associates. The  at- 
tempt of  the  Star  Chamber  to  stifle  the  li- 
berty of  the  press  not  onl)'^  failed,  but  it 
brought  destruction  upon  the  heads  of 
those  who  made  it ;  and,  after  various 
struggles,  similar  attempts  drove  out  the 
family  of  Stuart  for  ever  to  become  exiles 
in  foreign  lands,  being  unworthy  to  live  in 

this. And  wiiat  could  be  more  natural  ? 

The  people,  who  were  right-minded,  must 
necessarily  hate  them.  To  murder  them 
by  inches  for  publishing  truth  was  what 
they  could  not  be  expected  to  bear ;  and. 
Burton,  I  think  it  was,  told  Laud,  upon 
the  trial  of  the  former,  to  consider  well 
that  it  might  come  to  his  turn  to  be  tried. 
Nothing  short  of  what  Laud  received  had 
he  to  expect  from  their  hands,  if  ever  he 

fell  into  them. But,  nothing  is  so  blmd 

as  mere  power.  It  never  looks  an  inch  be- 
fore its  nose ;  and  the  greater  it  is  the 
more  short-sighted  it  is.  It  never  calcu- 
lates upon  any  accidents.     Its  pride  and 
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insolence  only  does  it  listen   to.      It   is 
dead  to  all  feelings,  either  of  justice  or 

compassion. To   stifle   the   liberty   oF 

the  press  is  next  to  impossible  ;  and,  if 
it  could  be  done,  what  would  be  the 
consequence  ?  A  militory  dtspotum,  or  the 
subjugation  of  the  country.  Tliere  is  no  mid- 
dle. It  must  be  one  or  the  other  of  these 
two  ;  and,  if  you  have  not  the  means  of 
maintaining  the  former,  the  latter  mu-.t 
come,  if  an  extinguishment  of  the  liberty 
of  the  press  were  to  take  place.— —Napo- 
leon has  smothered  the  liberty  of  ihe 
press;  but,  then.  he.  has  the  means  of 
maintainin,;^  a  military  de'^potism;  and,  as 
long  as  he  can  maintain  that,  be  vv'dl  do 
what  he  pleases.  He  is,  besides,  in  no 
fear  or  danger  from  without.  He  stands 
in  no  need  of  the  love  and  zeai  and  valour 
of  the  mass  of  the  people.  He  has  iio  oc- 
casion to  cry  "  ivolf;"  for  his  country  is 
in  no  danger  of  an  attack  from  any  enemy. 
But,  jf  he  were  in  danger  el  an  attack 
from  any  enemy  from  without,  he  must 
give  up  his  system  against  the  press,  or 
he  must  yield  up  the  country  ;  for,  the 
people  would  not  be  able  to  see  in  that 
enemy  any  thing  more  oppressive  than  in 
him  ;  and,  when  he  called  upon  them  to 
defend  their  coas:ts,  they  would  naturally 
say  :  «'  IVhy  ?  You  have  taken  from  us  all 
"  our  liberty,  all  the  safety  to  our  p?rs(^ns 
"  and  our  property,  the  last  of  which  we 
"  hold  only  in  name  ;  you  have  denied 
"  us  even  the  liberty  o^  contplaining  of  tha 
"  treatment  we  receive  ;  and  what  iuore 
"  can  the  enemy  do  ?  Why,  then,  to  the 
"  loss  of  property  and  liberty,  should  we 
"  add  the  manifest  risk  of  the  loss  oiUftf 

No  description  of  men,  no  sect,  no 

party,  were  ever  yet  extinguished  by  per- 
secution ;  nor  was  the  effect  of  any  doc- 
trine or  opinion  ever  lessened  by  such 
means.  Even  error,  glaring  absurdity, 
gains  strength  by  this  species  of  attack. 
What  must,  then,  be  the  consequence,  if 
such  an  attack  be  made  upon  truth  ? 
There  is  something  in  hostility  to  the  best 
feelings  of  man  to  tell  him  that  it  is  crimi- 
7ml  to  say  the  truth.  It  may  be  often  very 
malicious  to  say  all  that  you  know  to  be 
true  of  persons  in  a  private  station ;  often 
very  wicked,  morally  speaking  ;  but,  to 
tell  a  man  that  he  becomes  a  criiitimd,  a 
malefactor,  for  saying  no  more  than  what 
is  true,  is  what  no  man  of  right  sentiments 
can  bear  with  patience. Here  I  con- 
clude this  series  of  articles  upon  the 
Liberty  of  the  Press,  begging  leave  to  re- 
peat my  request,  that  the  reader  will  go 
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through,  with  attention,  the  Letter,  before 
mentioned,  which  will  be  found  at  the 
end  of  this  Summary. 

American  States. The  dispute  tvith 

America  seems  to  be  brought  to  a  close, 
or  nearly  so,  and  appearances  would  indi- 
cate, that  an  open  rupture  will  be  the  con- 
sequence.  1  do   not   believe    that  an 

©pen  rupture  will  take  place,  at  least,  I  do 
not  believe,  that  it  will  end  in  a  xi^ar.  But, 
in  the  meanwhile,  it  is  proper  to  see  the 
grounds  of  the  dispute  in  the  right  light, 
and  to  endeavour  to  form  a  correct  opi- 
nion as  to  its  consequences. In  the  last 

Volume  of  the  Register,  I  not  only  gave 
a  clear  and  concise  history  of  the  dispute  ; 
but,  I  subjoined  all  the  official  documents, 

of  any  iniportance,  relating  to  it. .To 

that  Volume,  at  page  1 1S5  and  onwards, 
1  must  refer  the  reader  for  full  information 
upon  the  subject  ;  and,  the  historical  part 
of  the  article  containing  references  to  the 
rlocuments  in  support  of  the  several  state- 
ments, there    can   remain   no  doubt  as  to 

ihe  accuracy  of  the  whole. The  article, 

here  referred  to,  was  published  ori  the  5lh 
of  December  last,  at  which  time,  I  could 
not,  of  course,  know  what  was  then  pass- 
ing and  had  just  passed  in  America. 

By  a  reference  to  page  121,5,  it  will  be 
seen,  that  the  last  of  the  documents,  then 
in  our  possession,  came  down  to  the  2nd 
of  November.  They  consisted,  as  will  be 
■seen,  of  a  Proclamation  of  the  President, 
Mr.  Macison,  and  of  a  Circular  Letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated 
on  the  2nd  of  November.  Since  that  time 
there  have  been  published  several  im- 
portant documents  relating  to  the  subject ; 
but,  as  1  wish  to  keep  than  together,  and  as  I 
have  not  room  for  the  whole  of  them  in 
this  Number,  I  shall  insert  them  in  my 
next,  contenting  myself  here  with  some  ge- 
neral remarks  on  the  subject. It  clearly 

appears,  that  the  American  government  is 
resolved  not  to  permit  any  intercourse 
with  us,  unless  we  annul  our  Orders  in 
Council  and  revoke  our  system  of  Paper 
Blockade.  This  our  ministers  seem  re- 
solved not  to  do  ;  and,  were  not  things  in 
a  .wrong  shape,  I  should  commend  them  for 
their  resolution.  If  they  stood  upon  th« 
manly  ground  of  maritime  sovereignty, 
I  should  say  that  they  did  well  ;  but, 
even  then,  as  I  said  in  the  article  above 
referred  to,  they  seem  bound,  in  con- 
sequence of  their  promises,  to  do  away 
what  the  Americans  complain  of,  if 
the    French   have    repealed    their   Ber* 


lin  and  Milan  Decrees,  and  this  tUey 
have,  I  believe,  done.— — The  question  of 
right,  however,  no  one  can  settle,  in  the 
case  of  nations.  It  is  all  matter  of  fxpc- 
diencj/ ;  and  we  have  only  to  enquire,  whe- 
ther it  be  or  be  not  expedient  for  the  Ame- 
ricans to  break  with  us  upon  this  ground. 
— — I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is.  The  per- 
sons who  are  now,  and,  for  some  years, 
have  been,  at  the  head  of  atlairs  in  Ame- 
rica, arc  all  hostile  to  foreign  connections, 
and  particularly  connections  with  Eng- 
land, which  they  regard  as  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  America.  They  have  seen 
what  Banks  and  East  India  Companies  and 
Meetings  of  Merchants  andBankers  have 
produced  in  England  ;  and  they  seem  to 
have  resolved,  that  the  same  shall  not 
happen  in  their  country. The  stop- 
page of  intercourse,  which  took  place  two 
years  ago,  produced  a  wonderful  effect  in 
America.  It  turned  numbers,  and  very 
great  numbers,  of  those  who  were  before 
employed  in  raising  corn  and  making 
flour  and  breeding  cattle  for  exportation; 
it  turned  great  numbers  of  these  into  »»«- 
nufacturtrs ;  and  this  was  the  more  easy 
from  a  peculiarity  in  the  American  popu- 
lation, namely,  that  of  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  people  being  manufacttirers, 
who  have  emigrated  from  diflerent  parts 
of  this  kingdom,  and  especially  from  Ire- 
land, and  who,  until  of  late,  have  been,  in 
America,   employed,  for  the  far  greater 

part,  in  agriculture. When,  therefore, 

there  was  no  longer  any  out-let  for  the 
super-abundance  of  the  soil,  they  fell  to 
work  to  making  woollen  and  linen  and 
cotton  ch'th,  and,  indeed,  all  those  things 
which  were  imported  from  England  ;  and, 
the  progress  made  in  manufactures  is 
truly  astonishing. — — 'ihe  soil  and  climate 
of  i\merica  admits  of  changes  more  rapid 
than  in  this  or  any  country  of  Europe  ; 
and,  the  people  being  unburdened  with 
taxes,  and,  of  course,  with  paupers;  every 
family  having  a  plenty  for  present  spend- 
ing, and  most  families  some  little  matter 
before  hand,  a  change  from  one  occupa- 
tion to  another,  a  short  stagnation  of 
trade,  is  of  little  consequence  to  the 
mass  of  the  people  ;  and,  of  course,  the 
government  feels  little  inconvenience  from 

such  stagnation. Only  ten  years  ago, 

no  man  dreamt  of  seeing  cloth  for  his 
coat  made  in  America.  Now,  they  make 
as  good  cloth  there  as  we  can  here,  or, 
at  least,  so  nearly  to  it,  that  th«  dif- 
ference is  of  no  sort  of  consequence.—— 
Lands  that  wcr.e  a    wildernessi,    when  I 
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was  in  that  country  are  now  not  only 
settled,  but  have  considerable  manufactories 
established  in  thera.  The  following  state- 
ment, which  I  copy  from  the  Baltimore 
Evening  Post  of  the  20th  Dec,  1810,  will 
enable  the  reader  to  form  some  idea  of  the 
progress  that  manufactures  are  making. 
He  will  observe,  that  these  are,  all  but  the 
first  settlements,  quite  recently  formed. 
The  land  was  covered  with  woods  only 
about  12  or  15  years  ago.  One  of  them, 
is,  he  will  perceive,  i-n  Kentucky;  and 
when  he  has  well  considered  this  state- 
ment, he  will  want  little  more  to  enable 
him  to  say  when  the  manufactures  of  Eng- 
land will  cease  to  be  wanted  in  America. 

"  Ulster  countj/,  N.  Y.  contains  26,576 
Inhabitants — who  during  the  last  year 
made  349,329  yards  of  cloth!— The  in- 
crease of  inhabitants  in  Ulster  and  Sul- 
livan counties  (the  latter  lately  taken 
from  the  former)  since  the  last  census, 
appears  to  be  7,831. 

Totalin  1810 32,084 

Do.  1800 24,853 


7,831 
"  Gennessce    county   has    12,657    inha- 
bitants :  ten  years  since  it  was   almost  a 
wilderness;  who  during  the  present  year 
manufactured 

29,767  yds.  woollen  cloth 
S6,690  do    linen     do 
2,427  do  cotton    do 
10,500  lbs  leather 
.7,700  gals  whiskey 
1,400  bush,  salt 
187  tons  potash 
"  Jefferson  county  has    15,130    inhabi- 
tants— who  last  year,  manufactured  about 
64,000  yards  of  cloth,  51,000  of  which 
were  woollen;  they  hav*?  20,505  sheep. 

"  Nelson  county,  Kentucky,  has   14,083 
inhabitants — who  last  year,  manufactured 
190,880  yds.  of  cloth 
76,370  lbs  sugar 
200,000  do  heriip. 
160,050  gals  Whiskey 
125,000  lbs  spun-yarn 
1,000  gals  linseed  oil 
28,000  lbs  cut  nails 
2,000  do  powder 
4,550  hides." 
It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  things  that  such 
a  country  should  remain  dependant  upon 
this,  or  any  other,  for  its  \^=ea^ing  apparel 

or   houshold   furniture. Compare   the 

number  of  yards  of  cloth  with  the  number 
q(  persons,  and  you  will  soon  see  what  the 


country  is  capable  of,  and  what  it  is  ac- 
tually doing. It  is,  as  I  before  observed, 

a  favourite  object  with  Mr.  Maddison  and 
with  all  those  who  have  much  influence  in 
America,   to  render  their   country   inde- 
pendent of  this  and  all  other  countries; 
but,  especially  to  wea7i  it  off  from  ^Aw coun- 
try, whence  they  have  most  reason  to  appre- 
hend those  mischiefs  which  they  are  anxi- 
ous to  prevent.     External  commerce  has 
never  been  a  favourite  with  them  ;  and  if 
they  quarrel  about  it  with  other  nations  it  is 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  getting  plausible 
grounds  for  shutting  it  out.    So  that  our  mi- 
nisters appear  to  me  to  be  doing  precisely 
the  thing  that  the  American  Government 
most   earnestly  wishes   for;    and,  I  shall 
be  very  much  deceived  indeed,  if  we  <lo 
not  find   the  latter  so  manage  the  dispute 
in  future  as  to   prevent  the  commercial 
intercourse  from   being    renewed  at    any 
future  period.     The  suspensions   of  it  be- 
fore have  prepared  the  way  gradually  for 
a  complete  and  perpetual  putting  an  end 
to  it;  and,  as  if  nothing  was  to  be   left 
undone  in  the   work,  the  "  deliverance  of 
"  Europe"  by  the  Pitt  School  has  thrown 
a  fair  share  of  the  flocks  of  Spain  into  the 
hands   of  the  Americans,  and   the  same 
wovk  oi  "  deliverance"   has,   for   18  years, 
been  sending  manufacturers  to  make  tha 
wool  into  cloth.  To  American  commerce, 
therefore,  now  bid  adieu,  I  think  for  ever  ; 
and,  very  glad  shall  I  be  of  it,  being  fully 
convinced,  that  the  change  will  be  benefi- 
cial to  both  countries;    being    fully   con- 
vinced,   that  to  external   commerce  we 
owe  no  small  part  of  the  evils  we  endure  ; 
and  that  external   commerce  is  not  at  all 
neces;^ary   either  to  the  independence   or 
the  Irappiness  of  England.     Indeed,  I  am 
fully  convinced,  that  the   exact  contrary 
is  the  case,  and  that  it  is  to  this  species  of 
commerce,  that  the  country  now  eves  the 
far  greater  part  of  its  dangers  and  its  mi- 
series.    Hovv  many  millions  has  this  com- 
merce cost  us  in  fleets,  in  arinic?,  in  con- 
voys, in  al)  the  long  lisls  of  contractors  and 
jobbers  belonging  to  them,  and  all  grow- 
ing   ouf    of     this    external     commerce ! 
How  many  millions  have   the  Easj;  India 
Comp:sny  cost  us  !    How  many  miJIions 
have    been   lent    to    sustain     thir    com- 
merce ;    what    ruin,  what  misery ^  vhafe 
millions   of  mischiefs  has   thi^i  commerce 
brought  upon  us  !  What  a  he  id  does  it 
now  give  our  great  enemy ;  and    how  it 
enables  him  to  annoy  us  ■ — —I  am  aware, 
that,  in  the  destruction  of  external  com- 
merce will  be  iadvided  tb£  rain  of  many 
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worthy  individuals  ;  but,  though  I  feel 
for  them,  I  must  feel  more  for  my  coun- 
try.  1   shall  continue   this   subject   in 

my  next,  particuiariy  as  to  the  documents 
lately  piiblished,  relative  to  the  dispute 
with  America. 

W^'.  COBBETT. 
Siate  Prison,  Newgate,  Tuesdaj/, 
March  5,  1811. 


A  LETTER  TO   LORD  ELLENBOROUGH, 

Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
upon  ihejufject  of  his  Charge  in  the  Libel 
Case,  Sill  John  Carb  against  Hood  and 
SHAr.PE. 

"  Wi?  mist  ailov/  a  latitude  to  the  free  discus- 
"  sion  of  the  itierits  and  dennerits  of  authors  and 
"  their  works ;  otlierwise  we  may  /n//r,  iiidced, 
"  of  the  libeity  of  tlie  press,  but  there  will  be  m 
"  realii:/  a.n  end  of  it.'''' — l!eport  of  Lord  E^len- 
EOROUGu's  Charge. 

My  Lokd  ;-^Ei{her  ihailiberty,  of  which 
we  liave  boasted,  and. do  boast  so  much, 
is  a  mere  sound  ;  .either  the  whole  thing 
is  a  specious  and  delusive  fraud,  or  the 
result  of  tie  Action,  rtcently  tried  be- 
fore you  in  the  case  of  Carr  against  Hood- 
and  Sharpe,  is  not  only  of  greater  impor- 
tance to  the  nation  than  the  rqcent  victo- 
ries over  the  French,  in  Poiiugal,  but  of 
greater  iiuportance  thsn  would  be  a  series 
of  victories,  by  which  Buonaparte  should 
be  overthrown.  For,  what  do  we  promise 
ourselves,  as  the  fruit  of  such  victories  ? 
Why,  the  secure  enjoyment  of  our  lives 
and  property  ;  security  from  that  oppres- 
sion, which  we  should,  in  oil  probability, 
experience  at  his  hand«.  This,  after  all, 
is  the  sole  end  of  all  our  sacriOces  and  of 
the  dangers  and  sufferinpis  of  our  country- 
men who  are  in  arras.  There  is  no  other 
rational  purpose  that  v.e  can  have  in  view. 
This  being  the  case,  I  am  pretty  confident 
that  the  public  vvhen  they  duly  reflect 
upon  the  matter  will  be  convinced,  that, 
on  the  25Lh  of  July  last,  a  greater  victory 
was  gained  for  England  under  you,  than 
has  been  gained,  by  land  or  sea,  for  many 
years  past. 

The  doctrines  laid  down  by  you,  upon 
this  memorable  occasion,  seem,  indeed,  to 
have  been  restricted  as  to  their  application. 
They  seem  to  have  been  rather  carefully 
c.nfined  to  "  authors  and  their  tvorks ;" 
l-j{.  in  pursuance  of  the  purpose  for  which 
alone  r now  address  you,  I  shall,  I  think, 
snccved'in  convinc'ng  you,  that  this  re- 
stri-'iion  c>.nnot  subsist,  consistently  with 
I'tSjicr.,     I  have  below,  given  an  abridg- 


ment of  the  Report  of  the  Trial,*  in  which 
I  have  retained  all  that  was  said  by  you; 
but,  that  we  may  have  the  matter  fairly 
before  us,  I  will  here  shortly  state  the 
substance  of  your  doctrines,  supposing 
what  you  said  to  have  been  correctly  re- 
ported. 

The  first  of  these  words  I  have  taken  for 
my  motto.  The  next  time  you  speak,  you 
sa}',  that  we  must  really  not  cramp  obser- 
vations upon  authors  and  their  works ; 
that  they  should  be  liable  to  exposure, 
to  criticism,  and  even  to  ridicule,  if  their 
works  be  ridiculous;  that,  otherwise,  the 
first  who  writes  a  book  upon  any  subject, 
will  maintain  a  monopoly  of  sentiment 
upon  it ;  that  thus  vice  and  error  will  be 
perpetuated,  and  .so  we  should  go  on 
to  the  end  of  time;  and  that  you  can- 
not conceive  that  an  action  is  maintain- 
able on  such  ground.  LTponivIr.  Garrow's 
observing,  that,  though  an  author's  book 
might  be  ridiculed,  the  critics  had  no  right 
to  endeavour  to  destroy  him  altogether 
as  an  author,  you  said,  that  you  did  not 
know  that;  that,  (speaking  in  the  interro- 
s^ative  form)  suppose  a  man  published  a 
book  injurious  to  public  morals,  of  infinite 
mischief  to  the  public  taste,  containing  had 
maxims  of  government,  or  any  thing  else 
that  ought  to  he  decried,  are  we  not  at  li- 
berty to  expose  that  xvork  ?  Aye,  and  ex- 
pose the  author  of  it  too,  as  far  as  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  work,  and  that  in  the  most 
pointed  language  of  wit,  humour,  or  ridi- 
cule; that  a  critic,  in  such  case,  conferred 
a  benefit  on  the  public  ;  that  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  author's  reputation  was  nothing; 
that  it  was  a  reputation  which  ought  to  be 
destroyed  ;  that  it  was  idle  to  talk  of  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  if  one  man  might  not 
I  write  freely  upon  the  work  of  another; 
that,  if  there  had  been  an  attack  upon  the 
moral  character  of  the  author,  or  any  at- 
tack on  his  character  unconnected  with  his 
u;orA,  the  law  would  haveafibrded  him  pro- 
tection. Upon  Mr.  Garrow's  saying,  that 
the  defendants  had  not  destroyed  Carr's 
reputation  fairly,  you  said  that  he  must 
show  that  it  was  not  fairly  done  ;  and  upon 
his  replying  that  the  caricature  was  a  proof 
of  unfairness,  you  bade  him  go  on  with 
his  case.  In  your  charge,  after  having 
repealed  your  sentiments  respecting  the 
public  utility  of  writing  down  bad  books, 
you  said,  that  this,  however,  was  applica- 
ble to  fair  and  candid  criticism;  that,  as 
to  the  loss  sustained   by  an  author   from 

*  See  Vol.  XIV.  p.  432. 
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such  a  cause,  it  was  what  you  in  the  law, 
called  damnum  absque  injurii,  loss  which 
ike  laxu  docs  not  consider  as  cm  injury,  be- 
cause it  is  a  loss  which  he  ought  to  sustain, 
a  loss  of'  fame  and  profits  to  which  he  was 
never  entitled  ;  that,  if  it  were  otherwise, 
you  did  not  know  where  we  were  to  stop  ; 
that  you  knew  of  nothing  that  more  threat- 
ened the  liberty  of  the  press,  in  the  days 
in  which  we  live,  than  to  give  encourage- 
ment to  this  species  of  action  ;  that,  how- 
ever, you  wished  not  to  be  misunderstood, 
for  that,  if  there  had  been  any  thing  in 
the  criticism,  of  a  libellous  tendency, 
ioholly  foreign  to  the  work,  tir  unconnected 
with  the  author  of  it,  as  embodied  in  it.  the 
action  was  maintainable;  that  neither 
yourself  nor  the  jury  had  ever  appeared 
before  the  world  in  the  character  of  an 
author,  or  at  least  you  never  had  ;  that,  if 
you  had,  you  should  not  think  yourself  en- 
titled to  maintain  an  action  against  any 
body  else,  who  ridiculed  your  work,  and 
proved  it  to  be  ridiculous;  that,  iuiine,  if 
the  jury  thought,  that  the  criticism  was 
upon  the  work,  and  upon  the  suthor  as 
connected  with  the  work,  and  not  written 
by  way  of  calumny  upon  him  as  an  indivi- 
dual,  you  were  of  opinion  that  the  action 
was  not  maintainable;  that  if,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  should  be  of  opinion  that  the 
criticism  was  written  against  the  author, 
as  a  7nun,  and  unconnected  with  his  work, 
then  you  thought  the  action  was  maintain- 
able.  After   the  verdict  tvas  given,  you 

thought  it  necessary  to  caution  the  au- 
dience against  a  misunderstanding  of  what 
had  passed.  "  I  hope  nobody  will  under- 
<'  stand  from  the  result  of  this  trial,  that 
"  there  is  the  least  countenance  given  to 
"  slander)  or  to  ridicule  any  author,  any 
"  more  than  any  other  individual,  unless 
"  such  ridicule  be  connected  with  hisxvorks, 
"  and  the  author  is  embodied  tvith  his  ivork ; 
"  for  courts  of  justice  are  as  tender  of  the 
"  moral  characters  of  all  men,  whether 
"  they  be  authors  or  not,  as  they  are  firm 
"  in  file  maintenance  of  the  right  of  every 
"  individual,  to  give  a  free  opinion,  on 
"  every  publication  of  a  literary  work." 

It  IS  into  the  reasonableness  of  these 
resen-ations  and  restrictions,  that  I  now  pro- 
pose to  enquire.  First,  as  to  the  qualifi- 
cations of  the  word  "criticism."  You 
would  have  it  to  be/a2V,and,  in  one  plSce, 
it  would  seem,  that  you  insist  upon  its 
being  candid  as  well  as  fair.  I  always 
thought,  that  the  words  were  synonymous ; 
but,  whatever  be  their  meaning,  "they  ex- 
press that  quality  which  you  hold  to  be 


necessary,  in  order  to  justify  the  criticism, 
though  the  author  be  embodied  in  his 
work.  But,  be  this  quality  what  it  may, 
who  is  10  tell  us  whether  it  exist  or 
not  ?  Evidence  can  be  given  as  to  irulk 
ov  falsehood;  as  to  the  obedience  or  dis- 
obedience of  any  law;  as  to  the  perform- 
ance or  breach  of  any  well  known  mora! 
duty ;  as  to  any  thing  in  short,  that  is 
clearly  defined  and  settled.  About  what  is 
fair  who  can  say  that  any  thing  has  been 
settled  ?  Where  is  the  standard  whereby 
we  are  to  judge  of  fairness  ?  It  is  evident 
that  there  can  be  no  such  standard,  and 
that  the  point  must  always  turn  upon 
mere  opinion.  What  would  this  qut^sticn 
of  fairness  come  under,  then,  the  l<iw  cr 
ihc  fact  of  the  case?  Who  would  settle 
the  point,  the  judge  or  the  jury  ?  "  One 
"  of  the  jury"  upon  this  trial  appeared  to 
have  a  great  desire  to  shew  himself  learn- 
ed \i\  the  law  ;  but,  it  will  hardly  be  con- 
tended, that  juries,  or  that  courts  of  jus- 
tice, can  be,  cr  ought  to  be,  made  into_. 
supervisors  of  the  taste  of  the  press.  A 
judge  in  America  added  the  quality 
"  decent,"  as  essential  to  publitations  to 
be  tolerated.  Who  was  to  be  the  judge  of 
the  decency  ?  There  is  a  maxim,  which 
says,  "  miserable  are  those  who  are  sub?- 
"  jected  to  lav/s  of  uncertain  operation.'* 
Indeed  where  the  operation  is  not  uni- 
form, and  where  the  principle  is  not 
clearly  laid  down  and  well  known,  it  is 
an  abuse  of  words  to  call  the  thing  law, 
which  always  implies  something  whereby 
a  man's  duties  or  rights  are  defined^ 
About  this  reservation,  however,  I  think 
we  need  not  be  very  uneasy,  as  the  result 
of  the  trial,  together  with  your  opinions, 
decidedly  in  favour  of  the  result,  enables 
us  to  proceed  to  the  length  of.imputin<T 
to  a  man  (no,  not  a  man,  an  author)  all 
sorts  of  folly ;  to  exhibit  him  as  a  fool, 
a  lunatic  and  a  vagabond  in  point  of  pro- 
perty;  and  lest  our  pages  of  letter-press 
should  fail,  to  call  in  the  distorting  aid  of 
the  pencil  to  effect  our  purpose.  This 
has  been  deemed  fair  criticism;  and, 
therefore,  it  will,  I  imagine,  be  very  dif- 
ficult for  us  to  make  use  of  any,  that  can, 
without  departing  from  the  principles, 
upon  which  this  case  w'as  decided,  be 
deemed  unfair. 

But,  the  person  ridiculed  must,  it  would 
seem  from  this  report  of  your  language, 
be  not  only  an  author  of  a  written  and 
published  work,  but,  he  must  also  embody 
himself  in  the  work.  What  is  meant  by 
this  embodying  work  I  do  not  very  clearly 
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perceive.  In  other  places  it  is  said,  that 
he  is  to  be  ridiculed  no  farther  than  he 
appears  in  connection  with  his  work  ;  and 
that,  unconnected  with  his  work,  he  is 
to  be  treated  with  all  the  teiiderness 
which  the  law  takes  care  to  provide  for 
the  individual.  But,  who  is  to  settle  these 
jiice  points  of  connection  and  incorpora- 
tion ?  How  am  I  to  know  what  is  meant 
by  this  connecting  and  embodying  ?  Sup- 
pose I  were  to  take  up  a  book  written  for 
the  purpose  of  persuading  me,  that  I  aro 
very  wrong  indeed  in  objecting  to  the  mi- 
nistry of  the  day  ;  suppose  this  work  has 
for  its  author  some  man  who  lives  upon 
the  taxes  and  whose  wife  lives  upon  them 
too  ;  suppose  the  whole  family  to  be  chin- 
deep  in^  sinecures  and  reversions;  must  I 
not  speak  of  these  ;  must  I  not  expose  the 
author's  motives  for  his  work  ;  must  I  not, 
if  my  pen  fail  me,  call  in  the  aid  of  the 
pencil  to  exhibit  this  author  in  the  act  of 
picking  John  Bull's  pocket  with  one  hand 
while  he  holds  up,  in  the  shape  of  a  pair 
of  winkers,  his  book  in  the  other  hand; 
Kiust  I  not  hang  a  label  marked  plunder, 
out  of  his  pocket;  and  niuit  I  not/ put  his 
wife  and  children  in  the  character  of  sturdy 
paupers,  jeering  those  from  whom  they 
receive  their  daily  bread  ?  Assuredly  I 
ought  to  do  all  this  ;  and  yet  this  author 
might  so  write  his  book  as  not  to  embody 
himself  with  it,  in  any  shape  whatever; 
and  I  might  be  told,  perhaps,  that  his 
places  and  pensions  had  nothing  at  all  to 
do  with  the  merits  or  deuaerits  of  the  mi- 
nistry ;  that  I  had  gone  into  a  subject  fo- 
reign to  the  book  ;  and  that,  therefore,  I 
ought  to  be  punished  asa  libeller  ;  where- 
as it  would  appear  to  me  quite  necessary 
to  go  into  these  matters  in  order  to  shew 
the  rnotive  of  the  author,  and  that  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  his  book  from  doing- 
public  mischief — —It  is  not  at  all  neces- 
sary for  an  author  to  connect  himself  with 
his  book.  He  need  not  write  in  the  form 
of  such  connection.  He  may,  like  the 
news-paper  people  and  the  reviewers, 
write  in  the  style  royal,  and  call  himself 
WE  ;  or,  he  may  write  in  the  impersonal 
altogether.  There  are  very  few  instances, 
in  which  an  author  can  be  aaid  to  embody 
himself  in  his  work.  It  can,  indeed,  only 
be  when  he  relates  his  own  adventures,  or 
gives  an  account  of  transactions,  in  which 
he  has  personally  borne  a  part.  And  vihy, 
1  beg  leave  to  ask,  should  this  particular 
description  of  authors  be  exposed  to  ridi- 
cule more  than  any  other  .description  ? 
JT%  is  it  so  very  nect.ssary  to  expose  their 


folly  and  destroy  their  reputation  ?  Of 
what  particular  harm  is  their  success  ?  In 
what  way  isitintitledto  any  extraordinary 
quantity  of  legal  reprobation?  Why  should 
these  fools  be  outlawed  any  more  than  the 
rest  ?  You  may  see  a  very  sufficient  rea- 
son for  the  distinction  ;  but,  I  confess  that 
I  can  see  no  reason  at  all  for  it.  Every 
man,  who  writes  and  publishes,  challenges 
the  criticisms  of  the  world.  The  very  act 
of  writing  the  book  embodies  him  \vith  it. 
It  is  his  act.  It  belongs  to  him.  It  is  the 
picture  of  his  mind.  It  is  apart  of  himself. 
The  critic  has  a  right  to  take  the  man  and 
the  book  together,  and  to  criticise  them, 
and,  if  he  pleases,  ridicule,  or  endeavour 
to  ridicule  them  both.  If  he  has  not  this 
right,  he  has  no  right  at  all ;  he  is  never 
safe;  and  he  had  better  lay  aside  his  pen. 
If  he  himself  be  foolish  in  his  criticism  ; 
if  he  be  unfair  or  malignant,  why,  the 
world,  who  will  soon  perceive  it,  will  not 
fail  to  punish  hiin  in  the  only  suitable 
manner.  There  was  a  still  further  qua- 
lification, too;  not  only  must  the  man 
have  published  his  acts,  or  his  work;  but, 
he  must  have  embodied  himself  with  the 
work,  and  the  work  must  be  ridiculous. 
All  this  must  be  seen  to  exist  before  the 
ridicule  could  be  justified.  But  here  again 
we  have  our  old  difficulty  ;  who  is  to  de- 
termine, whether  the  work  be  ridiculous 
or  not  ?  The  jury  are  to  judge  of  the  al- 
ledged  offence  under  the  direction  of  the 
judge  ;  but,  it  will  not  be  pretended  that 
this  is  a  tribunal,  wherein  to  try  the  me- 
rits or  demerits  of  a  literary  work.  What, 
then,  becomes  of  this  qualification?  The 
critic  will  say,  that  the  work  is  ridiculous  ; 
the  author  will  say  that  it  is  not ;  even 
the  public  may  b'j  divided  upon  the 
point ;  and  who  in  all  the  world  is  to  settle 
it  ?  You  say,  and  very  truly,  that  it  is  of 
great  public  utility  to  expose  ridiculous 
works,  and  to  destroy  the  reputation  of 
their  authors  ;  but,  if  I  should  be  engaged 
in  an  act  of  great  public  utility  of  this 
sort,  how  should  I  fare  if  you  and  the  jury 
should  happen  to  think  that  not  ridiculous^ 
which  I  took  for  ridiculous  ?  How  am  I 
to  know  that  you  will  be  of  my  opinion  ? 
And  must  I  not,  thcn^  be  cqntinually  in  a 
state  of  uncertainty  ;  and  must  not  a  press, 
thus  shackled,  be  infinitely  worse  than  no 
press  at  all  ?  The  fool  or  rogue  runs  no 
risk,  either  in  his  writings  or  publishings  ; 
while  his  critic  is  nevjersafe  for  a  moment. 
Sir  John  Carr  saw  this,  and,  therefore,  he 
thought  to  terrify  his  critic  into  silence. 
You  have  now  set  your  face  against  this 
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species  of  action  ;  and,  it  was  high  time, 
for  if  it  had  succeeded  even  the  most  stu- 
pid part  of  the  people  would  have  laughed 
at  the  talk  of  "  the  liberty  of  the  press." 
That  talk  would  not  have  deceived  any 
creature  capable  of  counting  its  fingers. 

The  mostimportant  restriction,  however, 
relates  to  the  quality,  or,  rather,  the  jDro- 
^s«on,  of  the  person  censured,  or  ridiculed. 
Sir  John  Carr  had  evidently  conceived,  that 
ihe  feelings  of  an  author  were  no  more  to 
be  hurt  with  impunity  than  the  feelings  of 
any  other  sort  of  man  ;  and,  as  he  had 
heard,  that  it  was  a  libel  to  hurt  the  feelings 
of  any  person,  by  the  means  of  the  press, 
he  expected,  of  course,  to  hear  you  repro- 
bate the  conduct  of  his  critics.  It  was 
quite  just  and  reasonable,  to  be  sure  that  he 
should  be  told,  ihat  his  work  was  liable  to 
ridicule  ;  that  the  ridicule  naturally  grew 
out  of  the  demonstrations  of  his  own  want 
of  talent ;  that  if  it  were  forbidden  to  ri- 
dicule such  a  work  and  such  nn  author, 
great  public  mischief  would  therefrom 
arise,  and  that  the  liberty  of  the  press 
would  be  a  farce  too  contemptible  to  be 
borne.  All  this  was  very  right;  but,  he 
had  heard  it  laid  down,  that //;e  line  of  in- 
terdiction bcgamvhen  the  feelings  of  any  per- 
son zvere  hurt.  No  matter  ziho  or  what  he 
was.  No  matter  what  his  actions  or  his 
character.  He  had  heard  of  no  restrictions, 
reservations,  or  qualifications ;  he  had  been 
told  ;  he  had  heard  it  laid  down  as  a 
maxim  of  law;  he  had  heard  it  so  laid 
down  in  a  charge  to  a  jury  ;  he  had  seen  a 
verdict  of  guilty  given  upon  the  principle  ; 
ar.d  that  principle,  without  any  qualifica- 
tion, was,  that  no  person  had  a  right  to  use 
the  press  for  the  purpose  of  turning  into 
ridicule  either  the  talents  or  the  person  of 
anyone;  and  that,  wherever  a  publication 
wounded  the  feelings  of  any  pason,  there 
the  line  of  interdiction  began.  He  had 
heard  of  no  exception  with  respect  to  au- 
thors and  their  works.  He  had  proof  that 
both  his  talents  and  his  person  had  been 
turned  into  ridicule.  He  had  proof,  that, 
in  a  picture  as  well  as  in  words,  he  had 
been  exhibited  to  the  public  as  a  man  of 
most  despicable  talents,  as  a  frothy  fool, 
as  a  lunatic  at  large,  as  a  sort  of  literary 
vagabond.  He  had  clear  proof  of  all  this; 
he  had  proof  besides,  that  he  had,  from 
this  attack,  sustained  a  special  damage  to 
a  considerable  amount ;  and  it  was  quite 
impossible  for  any  one  not  to  be  convinced, 
that  his  feelings  had,  by  theailedged  libel, 
been  severely  wounded.  Well,  then,  as 
he  h^d  heard  it  laid  down  as  a  maxim  qf 


law  aod  justice,  that  it  was  a  crime  to 
ridicule  the  talents  or  wound  the  ftelings 
of  any  person,  why  should  not  he  bring  his 
action  as  well  as  another  ? 

Why,  for  the  reasons  stated  by  you. 
Most  excellent  reasons  you  have  given  us, 
why  his  action  should  not  be  maintainable  ; 
but  none  at  all,  that  1  can  discover,  wh}' 
the  plaints  of  persons,  not  authors,  should 
be  any  more  attended  to  than  his.  None, 
that  I  can  discover,  why  the  act  of  book- 
writing  should  be  more  exposed  to  criti- 
cism than  any  other  of  the  acts  of  men  ; 
none  ;  no,  none  at  all,  vvjiy  authors  should 
not  have  feelings  as  well  as  other  people  ; 
nor  any  reason  whatever  why  the  talents  of 
others  should  not  be  exposed  to  ridicule  as 
well  as  the  talents  of  authors.  It  is  neces- 
sary as  you  well  observed,  to  expose  and 
destroy  a  silly  or  wicked  book,  and  the 
reputation  of  its  author  along  with  it,  be- 
cause such  books  do  great  public  mischief, 
and  because  if  not  put  down  by  exposure, 
they  would  continue  to  do  mischief  to  the 
end  of  time.  But,  there  are^oo^i  books  as 
well  as  bad  ones;  there  are  authors  whose 
works  do  good  instead  of  mischief ;  and, 
Uierefore  I  can  see  no  reason  whatever 
why  the  act  of  book-writing  should  be 
more  exposed  to  public  censure  and  ridi- 
cule than  any  olhtr  act  of  man. 

You  ivere  so  good  as  to  signify  that  the 
liberty  of  the  press  was  something  very  va- 
luable to  this  nation.  Not  indirect  terras, 
indeed,  but  by  implication  you  certainly 
did  say  this.  Now  may  I  take  the  liberty 
of  asking  you  in  ivhat  ivay  youthink  it  can 
operate  to  the  advantage  of  this  nation  ? 
In  the  way  of  praise  ;  in  bedawbing  all 
the  rich  rogues  and  fools  of  the  time  with 
praise  as  well  as  all  the  wise  and  virtuous 
vnen  ?  Hardly  this.  In  confining  it* 
praises  to  the  wise  and  the  good  ?  This 
would  be  very  laudable,  and  might  be  of 
some  little  use  :  b'.it,  then,  the  word  liberty 
would  be  without  a  meaning ;  for  the 
devil  is  in  it  if  we  need  ask  for  leave  to 
praise  any  one,  particularly  if  he  be  in  a 
public  capacity, or  in  any  capacity,  w'hirh 
must  make  him  desirous  of  possessing  the 
good  opinion  of  the  world.  If  you  mean, 
as  I  think  vou  must,  that  the  liberty  of  the 
press  is  valuable,  as  the  means  of  de- 
tecting and  exposing  vice  and  folly; 
then  give  nie  leave  to  say,  that  it 
cannot,  consistently,  I  will  not  say  with 

reason but   it   cannot  consistently 

with  common  sense,  with  bare  common 
sense,  be  restricted  to  authors  and  their 
writings ;    for    what  would    the    thing 


567] 


POLITICAL  REGISTER.— Xewer  to  Lord  Ellenhorouzh. 


[56S 


rhen  amount  to  but  this :  a  liberty  possess- 
ed by  the  press  of  com  batting  :Vs  own  vices 
and  follies,  and  of  doing  nothing  more  ? 
Such  a  piess  would  be  totally  unworthy  of 
piaise,  or  of  protection  of  any  sort. 
To  speak  of  such  "  liberij/"  as  a  valuable 
thing  ;  to  make  it  a  matter  of  boast ;  to 
hold  it  up  as  one  cf  the  means  of  preventing 
the  people  from  being  enslaved,  would  be 
an  instance  of  absurdity  surpassing  any  of 
those  pointed  at  in  the  works  of  sir  John 
Carr.  Why,  this  is  a  sort  of  liberty, 
that  the  Emperor  Napoleon  grants  to 
his  press  ;  and,  vvhy  should  he  not  ?  He 
would  be  a  fool  indeed  if  he  cared  what 
authors  said  of  one  another  and  of  one  ano- 
thers's  hooks.  It  may  be  an  amusement  to 
him  to  witness  their  quarrels  :  and,  in  this 
way,  the  press  may  be,  with  the  public,  as 
useful  as  a  puppet-shew,  cr  any  thing  olse 
til  u  serve? to  produce  anioraentary  oblivion 
of  their  cartis  and  their,  sufierings.  All  that 
Napoleon  forbids  his  press  to  do,  is  to  med- 
dle with  him,  his  government,  his  army, 
his  navy,  or  any  of  his  familj'.  That  is  all. 
The  press  may  praise  all  these  mdeed  ;  it 
has  full  liberty  to  do  that ;  but,  it  must  nei- 
ther censure  nor  ridiat'e  any  one  of  them  ; 
it  has  no  liberty  to  do  that ;  and  it  is  honest- 
ly told  so  ;  there  is  no  sham  in  the  case  ; 
t:o  delll^ion  ;  no  talk  about  liberty  of  the 
press;  those  who  write  and  publish  are 
plainly  told,  that  if  they  meddle  with  these 
ma  t-rs,  ihey  shall  be  punished  ;  and  ac- 
coidn^ly,  they  do  not  meddle  with  them, 
nor  are  they  guilty  of  the  base  hypocrisy 
topret'iid  that  they  have  a  free  press. 

it  i;nust,  1  think,  be  quite  evident, 
that,  if  censure  and  ridicule,  if  exposure 
of  vice  and  folly,  if  depreciating  talents 
or  character,  were  to  be  allowed  only  in 
cases  where  the  party  assailed  was  the  author 
of  a  book,  or  a  public  writer  of  som.e  de- 
scription, the  liberty  of  the  press  could,  at 
the  utmost,  efiectno  other  good  object  than 
that  of  counteractingthevicesand  folliesof 
the  press  itself;  it  could  not  possibly  produce 
any  balance  in  favour  of  the  press,  which, 
in  that  case,  could,  as  far  as  related  to  free- 
dom, be  of  no  possible  use.  Suppose,  for 
instance,  that  I  write  a  book,  containing 
principles  subversive  of  the  constitution, 
and  that  some  critic  expo.ses  both  me  and  my 
book  to  such  contempt,  that  the  book  is  at 
once  destroyed  and  my  reputation  is  ruined. 
I  am  rightly  served,  and  the  critic  is,  it  now 
would  appear,  not  exposed  to  the  fangs  of 
the  law ;  but,  it  would  be  quite  silly,  upon 
an  occasion  like  this,  to  boast  of  the  liberty 
of  the  presi  as  a  public  good  j  for^  supposing 


the  critic  to  have  completely  succeeded,  ail 
that  he  has  done  is  to  place  matters  where 
they  were  before,  and  iohcrc  they  v^ould 
have  remained  if  no  press  at  all  had  existed. 
You  very  judiciously  cited  the  instance 
of  Mr.  Locke  and  sir  Robert  Filmer,  and 
observed  that  the  former  did  great  good 
in  writing  down  the  latter  ;  though,  be- 
tween you  and  I,  I  much  question,  whe- 
ther, if  Mr.  Locke  lived  in  the  present 
day,  he  would  be  much  of  a  favourite. 
But,  what  mighty  thing  did  Mr.  Locke 
do  herei  He  answered  sir  Robert  Filmer  ; 
he  put  him  down.  I  doubt  the  factj  for 
Filmer's  principles  are  much  more  in  vogue 
than  those  of  Mr.  Locke.  But,  admit,  the 
fact,  all  that  Mr.  Locke  did,  with  the  aid  of 
the  press,  was  to  prevent  sir  Robert  Filmer 
from  doing  harm  with  tiie  press.  Between 
them  the  press,  at  the  very  best,  could  do 
no  good,  and  it  might  do  some  harm.  Who 
would  not  think  a  man  foolish,  aye,  "  the 
"  greatest  fool  that  ever  walked  the  earth 
"  without  a  leader,"  who  should  keep  a  fox 
in  his  poultry-yard,  and  a  dog  to  watch  the 
fox  ;  and  who  should  boast  ot  the  valuable 
services  rendered  him  by  the  dog  ?  "  Why, 
"  you  stupid  ass,"  his  neighbour  would  say 
to  him,  "for  what  do  j'ou  keep  either  dog 
"or  fox;  why  not  hang  them  both  up  at 
"  once  ;  and  give  to  some  really  useful 
"  animal  the  food  by  which  they  are  sus- 
"  tained  ? 

I  shall  be  told,  perhaps,  that  the  press  is 
of  great  public  utility  independent  of  this 
sort  of  use  of  it.  That  it  communicates  a 
great  deal  of  knowledge  to  the  public  at 
large,  which  would,  were  it  not  for  the 
press,  be  confined  to  the  possession  of  com- 
paratively a  very  few  persons.  This  may 
be  true  ;  but,  this  is  not  our  subject.  We 
are  talking  about  the  liberty  of  the  press. 
It  is  not  the  right  to  write  and  to  print  and 
to  publish,  upon  which  I  am  taking  the 
liberty  to  address  you,  but  the  right  to  cen- 
sure and  to  ridicule,  by  the  mighty  means 
of  writing  and  printing  and  publishing. 
There  are  a  multitude  of  books,  as  con- 
nected with  which  the  liberty  of  the  press 
has  no  meaning.  In  lifting  up  my  eyes, 
the  first  books  I  see  before  me,  are  Mar- 
shall's Gardening,  Pontey's  Pruner,  Bon- 
nycastle's  Algebra,  Code  Diplomatique, 
Vauban's  Fortification,  and  Daniel's  Rural 
Sports.  Why,  my  lord,  the  liberty  of  the 
press  has  no  more  to  do  with*  books  like 
these  than  it  has  to  do  with  the  making  of 
shoes  or  the  blacking  of  shoes  ;  and,  as 
1  have,  I  think,  pretty  clearly  shewn,  that 
it  is  to  prove  oneself  void  of  even  common 
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sense  to  set  a  valut  jpo.i  the  'ibe rty  of  the 
press,  if  that  liberty  is  to  exteiiil  no  further 
than  the  censurin'T  or  ridiculing  of  pro- 
ductions of  the  press  itself,  there  must,  it 
appears  to  mc,  be  another  meaning  at- 
tached to  this  word  liberty,  as  connected 
\vith  the  press.  By  the  word  liberty  we 
always  conceive  a  something,  to  ivhich  there 
are  some  persons  ivho  have  a  dislike.  When 
we  talk  of  securing  our  liberties,  we  should 
talk  downright  nonsense,  ifour  hearers  did 
not  suppose,  that  there  were  some  persons, 
somewhere  or  other,  ivho  tvere  likely  to  be 
enemies  to  those  liberties.  The  tv/o  ideas 
ai*e  inseparable.  You  cannot  talk  of  liber- 
ty, without  supposing  the  fear,  nearer  or 
more  distant,  of  slavery.  What  other  sense 
is  there  in  th?  werd  liberty?  Why  talk 
about  any  such  thing  ?  In  short,  pplitical 
liberty  has  these  two  meanings  ;  freedom 
from  oppression ;  and  the  legal  right  of 
doing  certain  thini^s  which  may  be  displeas- 
ing and  even  injurious  to  others.  The  great 
end  is  freedom  from  oppression;  but,  to  se- 
cure this,  it  is  indispensably  necessary,  that 
men  should  be  legally  protected  in  doing 
certain  things  that  may  hurt  the  feelings 
and  injure  the  fortunes  of  other  men.  This 
implies  a  natural  and  a  necessary  opposition 
of  interests  as  well  as  of  feelings,'  One 
part  of  the  community  are  necessarily 
opposed  to  another  part;  and,  are  we  to 
be  told,  that  if  one  \:)art  feel  wounded  at  the 
censure  or  the  gibes  of  the  other,  that  the 
latter  is  to  be  liable  to  legal  punishment. 
All  our  notions  about  the  liberty  of  the 
press,  the  whole  history  of  it,  tell  us,  that 
it  means  a  legal  right,  in  any  man,  freely  to 
examine,  in  print,  into  the  charactei",  ta- 
lents, and  conduct  of  any  other  man  (espe- 
cially if  that  other  be  in  a  public  situation,) 
and,  if  he  please,  to  censure  or  ridicule 
such  character,  talents,  or  conduct.  It  has 
noio  been  decided,  that  this  is  the  meaning, 
as  far  as  relates  to  authors  and  their  works, 
but,  I  have,  1  think,  proved,  that  if  this 
be  all,  the  liberty  of  the  press  could  not 
possibly  be  of  anj'^  public  advantage,  and 
that  to  boast  of  it  would  be  to  hold  ourselves 
up  to  the  scorn  and  contempt  of  the  world. 
The  press  is  daily  boasted  of  as  the  great 
instrument  in  the  cause  of  political  and 
religious  freedom.  But,  I  am  in  a  fever 
to  know  how  it  can  possibly  be  so,  if  writers 
are  to  be  punished  every  time  they  hurt 
the  feelings  of  another  man  ?  To  the  press 
is  ascribed  the  reformation  of  the  church 
in  this  kingdom.  Now,  do  you  not  think 
that  the  authors  of  that  day  hurt  the  feelings 
•f  the  raojiks  aad  friars,  whose  tricks  they 


exposed  to  the  deluded  people  ?  Well, 
then,  if  those  authors  had  been  legally 
punished  the  moment  they  began  their 
exposures,  do  you  think  that  the  re-» 
formation  would  ever  have  taken  place  ? 
Nay,  is  it  not  impossible  that  itshould  have 
taken  place,  thro. igh  the  means  of  the  press, 
or,  that  the  press  should  have  at  all  contri* 
buted  towards  that  great  and  meaiorabla 
event  ?  "  Aye,  aye,  very  true,"  some 
precious  peculating,  corrupting,  double-dis- 
tilicd  knave  may  tell  me,  "  but  there  is  now 
"no  reformation  wanted  ;  there  is  now  no 
"  delusion,  no  trick;  no  hypocrisy,  no 
"  humbug,  going  on,  either  in  religion  or 
*'  politics."  Well  then,  ifthis  be  the  case, 
of  what  can  any  body  be  afraid  ?  If  there 
be  nothing  to  expose,  there  can  b'-  no  '-x- 
posure.  If  all  our  ministers  are  wist;  and 
able,  all  our  senators  incorrupt,  all  our  ge- 
nerals brave,  all  our  priests  pious,  and  all 
our  princes  exemplary  in  iheir  conduct, 
how  is  it  possible  for  any  man  to  hurt  tiicir 
feelings  by  remarking  upon  their  talents, 
their  character,  or  their  conduct  ?  W  hat  a 
thing  it  would  be  for  a  government  to  say 
to  the  people  :  "  You  have  a  right  to  free- 
"  dom,  to  secure  your  freedom  it  is  essen- 
"  tial  that  you  should  enjoy  liberty  of  the 
"  press;  by  the  liberty  of  the  press  you 
"  will  check,  in  time,  every  encroachment 
"  on  your  freedom  J  but,  our  fidings  r\\ixs,t 
"  necessarily  be  huri  by  a  disclosure  of  the 
"  fact  that  we  are  making  such  encropich- 
"  roents,  and,  hj  the  lord  !  if  any  of  yoa 
**  hurt  the  feelings  of  any  one  of  us,  you 
"  shall  be  thrown  into  jail,  and,'perhapsV 
"  have  your  ears  cropped  ofTinto  the  bar- 
"  gain  ?"  What  a  thing  vyould  it  be  for  a 
government  to  say  this  to  a  people  ?  And 
what  a  people  must  that  be,  to  whom  a 
government  would  venture  to  say  it  ?  Is 
there  a  man  in  the  whole  nation  who  be- 
lieves that  the  emperor  Napoleon  would 
dare  to  say  such  a  thing  to  any  of  those 
nations,  whom  we,  with  perfect  truth,  call 
his  slaves  ?  No  ;  even  that  master  in  the 
arts  of  tyranny  would  not,  at  the  head  of  his 
army,  tell  the  most  crouching  of  his  slaves 
that  they  had  liberty  to  do  that  for  which, 
if  they  did  it,  he  would  chop  off  their  ears 
and  make  them  end  their  days  in  prison- 
This  is  a  pitch  at'^hich  no  openly  avowed 
despotism  ever  yet  arrived. 

In  certain  observations  which,  upon  tfiis 
subject,  I  offered  to  tny  readers  at  page  27 1 
of  this  volume,*  I  stated,  that,  as  to  the 
injury  \sh.\c\i  is  done  to  any  one  by  exposing 
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him  to  ridicule,  it  ought  to  be  considered 
as  no  objection  to  the  ridicule  ;  because,  the 
injury  to  him  might  be  a  great  advantage 
to  thepuhlic.  I  was  much  pleased  to  see 
this  stated  by  you,  who  described  it  in 
the  case  in  question,  as  a  damage  which 
the  law  did  not  regard  as  an  injury.  You 
said,  that  it  was  a  damage  which  the  ex- 
posed author  ought  to  sustain  ;  that  the 
critic  had  taken  from  him  gains  and  repu- 
tation to  which  he  was  never  entitled  ; 
and  that,  though  it  was  a  damage  to  him, 
it  was,  as  in  the  case  of"  Sir  Robert  Filmer, 
a  great  adrantage  to  the  public.  You 
did,  indeed,  clog  this  excellent  doc- 
trine with  the  words  author  and  litei^ary 
work;  and,  in  the  charge,  you  observed 
to  the  jury  that  neither  they  nor  j^om had  ap- 
peared before  the  world,  in  the  character 
of  an  author,  or  at  least,  that  you  never 
had  ;  which  observation  came  immediately 
after  you  had  been  laying  down  the  right 
to  censure  and  ridicule  authors.  But,  we 
shall  find,  I  think,  from  the  reason,  upon 
which  this  right  was  founded  by  you,  that 
the  right  must  apply  to  all  other  persons  as 
well  as  to  authors.  The  doctrine  was  this  : 
men  have  a  right  to  expose  and  to  ridicule 
published  works  and  the  authors  thereof  as 
far  as  connected  with  such  works  ;  they 
have  a  right  to  proceed  so  far  as  totally  to 
destroy  the  reputation  and  the  means  of 
livelihood  0/  such  persons ;  and,  instead 
of  being  legally  punished  for  it,  are  en- 
titled to  commendation.  Now  for  the 
reason  why :  because,  if  this  were  not  the 
case,  had  morals  and  bad  principles , of  govern- 
ment and  other  bad  thingi  might  be  taught, 
and  might  be  established  and  perpetuated,  to 
the  great  and  lasting  injury  of  the  public. 
Well,  then,  censure  and  ridicule,  through 
the  means  of  the  press,  is  here  justified, 
because  they  are  useful  in  preventing  injury 
to  the  public.  That  is  the  reason  why  they 
are  to  be  tolerated,  and  even  highly  com- 
mended ;  and,  it  appears  to  be  utterly 
impossible  for  the  most  ingenious  man 
alive  to  assign  a  reason  why  the  press 
should  not  be  employed  to  censure  and 
tidicule  those  acts  of  other  persons,  as  weH 
as  of  authors,  which  tend  to  produce  an 
injury  to  the  public.  It  is  but  a  very 
small  part,  comparatirely,  of  public  mis- 
chief that  proceeds  from  the  press  ;  the  far 
greater  part  of  it  comes  from  those  who 
have  the  miserable  press  under  their  con- 
troul ;  and  shall  not  tliey  be  exposed  as 
well  as  a  poor  silly  writer  of  travels  ?  My 
lord  Mountnorris,  who  very  wisely  read 
the  Knight's  book  previous  to  the  purchase 


of  it,  was,  by  the  •♦  Pocket  Book,"  induced 
not  to  complete  the  purchase.  Now,  if  1 
should  hear  that  it  was  intended  to  make  a 
commander  of  some  stupid  fellow  who  was 
also  a  coward,  would  it  not  be  right  in  me 
to  expose  his  stupidity  and  his  cowardice, 
and  thereby  prevent,  if  I  could,  his  being 
made  a  commander,  and  his  bringing  in- 
jury upon  the  public  ?  Suppose  me  to  see 
a  man  appointed  to  any  office,  who,  in 
my  opinion,  is  totally  unfit  for  it,  and  who, 
of  course,  must  produce  an  injury  to  the 
public  by  remaining  in  it;  should  T  not, 
upon  the  principle  laid  down  by  you, 
have  a  right  to  censure  and  ridicule  him, 
to  endeavour  to  bring  others  over  to  my 
opinion,  and  thus  to  put  him  out  of  his 
office,  and  to  destroy  that  false  reputa- 
tion, by  the  means  of  which  he  obtained 
it  ?  Yes  :  I  am  sure  you  will,  and  must, 
say  yes  ;  for  you  must  perceive,  that  the 
higher  the  office,  the  more  necessary  it  is 
that  it  should  be  faithfully  and  ably  served. 
What  was  the  work  of  this  wretched 
knight  ?  What  was  it  to  the  public  whe- 
ther his  trash  continued  to  be  circulated  or 
not  ?  Mr.  Garrow,  who  seems  to  have 
been  almost  in  as  piteous  a  plight  as  his 
client,  told  the  jury  that  Sir  John 
had  not  meddled  with  politics,  or  par- 
ties. I'll  be  sworn  for  the  poor  soul^ 
that  he  had  no  earthly  object  in  view 
other  than  that  of  gaining  a  comfort-- 
able  livelihood  ;  and,  his  Workif^  could 
not  have  made  a  very  great  noise  in  the 
world,  as  even  the  bare  name  of  them  or 
their  author  never  reached  me,  until  I  read 
the  account  of  the  trial.  Now,  of  what 
importance  was  this  work  to  the  public  ? 
Not  a  millionth  partof  so  great  importance 
as  one  single  word  in  any  one  of  the 
dispatches  or  proclamations  or  speeches 
of  any  one  of  the  ministers;  and,  if 
we  are  notfreely  (that  is  to"  say  with- 
out being  liable  to  be  tried  for  it)  to 
censure  and  ridicule  thtm,  when,  in 
our  opinion,  they  merit  it,  of  what  ser- 
vice is  it  to  I  he  public  that  men  of"  sense 
and  wit  are  allovvi-d  lo  fall  uj;oii  a  poorde- 
fenceless  thing  like!sir  John  Carr  ?  Would 
it  not  be  a  sad  niockery  to  call  that  liberty 
of  the  press?  Liberty  of  the  press  means 
liberty  of  opposing,  as  far  as  the  press  will 
go,  the  views  of  those  who  arc  in  power. 
It  has  been  called  "  an  arm  in  the  hands 
"  of  the  people,"  it  has  been  called  "  the 
"  guardian  of  freedom;"  but,  how  ni  all 
the  world  is  it  to  guard  freedom,  if  it  be 
allowed  to  touch  nothing  but  acts  likt 
those  of  poor  Carr  i 
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I  trust,  tliat  the  consequence  of  this 
trial  will  be,  a  right  way  of  thinking  with 
regard  to  the  use  of  the  press.  You  have 
got  through  a  great  pait  of  the  difficulty, 
and  I  am  confi(ient,  that  another  decision 
or  two  of  this  sort,  will  make  the  rogues 
and  fools  shy  of  courts  of  law.  Their 
pretensions  were  at  war  with  nature.  All 
honest  men  hate  rogues,  and  all  men  of 
sense  laugh  at  fools.  It  always  has  been 
so  ;  and  it  ought  always  to  be  so.  It  is 
the  only  means  of  preventing  roguery  and 
folly  from  becoming  predominant. 
I  am,  &c.  &c. 

Wm.  Cobuett. 
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Isle  of  Fuance. Dispatchfrom  Maj. 

Gen.  Abercromby. 
(Continued  from  page  SliJ 

Many  of  the  articles  appeared  to  Vice 
Admiral  Bertie  and  myself  to  be  perfectly 
inadmissible ;  bat  the  French  Governor 
having,  in  the  course  of  the  same  day, 
acceded  to  our  terms,  a  capitulation  for 
the  surrender  of  this  colony  and  its  de- 
pendencies was  finally  concluded. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  the 
capitulation  is  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
spirit  of  your  instructions,  with  the  single 
exception,  that  the  garrison  is  not  to  be 
made  prisoners  of  war. 

Although  the  determined  courage  and 
high  state  of  discipline  of  the  army,  which 
your  Lordship  has  done  me  the  honour  to 
place  under  my  command,  could  leave  not 
the  smallest  doubt  in  ray  mind  in  respect 
to  the  issue  of  an  attack  upon  the  town,  I 
was  nevertheless  prevailed  upon  to  acqui- 
esce in  this  indulgence  being  granted  to 
the  enemy,  from  the  desire  of  sparing  the 
lives  of  many  brave  officers  and  soldiers, 
out  of  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  island  having  long  laboured 
under  the  most  degrading  misery  and  opr 
pression,  (and  knowing  confidentially  your 
Lordship's  further  views  in  regard  to  this 
army)  added  to  the  late  period  of  the  sea- 
»on,  when  every  hour  became  valuable;  I 
considered  these  to  be  motives  of  much 
more  national  importance,  than  any  injury 
that  could  arise  from  a  small  body  of 
troops  %t  so  remote  a  distance  from  Eu- 
rope, being  permitted  to  return  to  their 
own  country,  free  from  any  engagement. 
In  every  other  particular,  we  have  gained 
all  which  could  have  been  acquired,  if  the 
town  had  been  carried  by  assault. 
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During  the  course  of  this  short  service, 
the  enemy  has  not  afforded  an  opportunity 
to  the  army  in  general  for  displaying  the 
ardent  zeal  and  animated  courage,  witl\ 
which  every  individual  is  inspired  ;  but  it 
is  nevertheless  my  duty  to  represent  to 
your  Lordship  in  the  strongest  terms  the; 
merits  of  every  corps  under  my  coninvand. 
The  officers  and  men  (European  as  well  as 
native)  have  cheerfully  and  patit'jUly  sub- 
mitted to  the  greatest  fatigues  »rni  priva- 
tions. During  the  advance  of  the  army, 
the  troops  were  unable,  for  the  space  of 
twenty-four  hours,,  to  procure  a  sufficient 
supply  of  water,  but  this  trying  circum- 
stance did  not  produce  a  single  murmur,  or 
the  smallest  mark  of  discontent  or  disap- 
probation. 

I  feel  myself  particularly  indebted  to 
Lieutenant  Colonels  Picton,  Gibbs,  Kelso, 
Keating,  M'Leod,  and  Smyth,  who  com- 
manded the  different  brigades,  as  well  as 
to  Major  Taynton,  the  senior  officer  of  the 
artillery,  of  whose  services  I  was  deprived 
by  a  wound  which  he  received  on  the  day 
the  army  occupied  a  position  before  this 
town. 

Although  I  have  every  reason  to  be  sa- 
tisfied with  the  zeal  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, I  feel  it  a  particular  duty  incum- 
bent upon  me  to  express  in  the  most 
pointed  manner  the  obligations  which  I 
owe  to  Dr.  Harris,  the  superintending  sur- 
geon, and  to  the  medical  staff  in  general, 
for  their  unremitting  attention,  in  dis- 
charge of  the  important  duty  reposed  in 
them. 

I  have  received  every  assistance  from 
Lieutenant  Gregory,  my  military  secre- 
tary, and  the  whole  of  my  personal  staff'. 

To  Major  Caldwell,  of  the  Madras  En- 
gineers, and  who  accompanied  me  from 
India,  I  am  indebted  for  the  most  able  and 
assiduous  exertions.  Since  his  arrival 
amongst  these  islands,  he  has  been  inde- 
fatigable in  procuring  the  necessary  in- 
formation, in  respect  to  the  defence  of  this 
colony  ;  and">throiigh  his  means  I  was  put 
in  possession  of  an  accurate  plan  of  th^ 
town,  some  time  previous  to  the  disem- 
barkation of  the  army  j  and  I  trust  your 
Lordship  will  permit  me  to  recommend  to 
yo«r  I^)rdship*s  piotectioa  this  valuable 
and  experienced  officer. 

It  is  not  in  my-power  to  do  justice  to  the 
merits  of  Major  General  Warde  ;  I  have 
on  every  occasion  aeceived  from  him  the 
most  cordial  co-operation  and  assistance,; 
and -during  the  short  operations  of  the 
army,  he  vras  constantly  at  the  head  of 
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and  animating  the  SOkliers  by  his  personal 
example. 

The  most  perfect  ha!rmony  and  cor- 
dialy  have  pubitsisted  between  the  Navy 
and  Army;  and  I  have  received  every  as- 
sistance Vioni  Vice  Admiral  .Bertie,  and 
the  squadron  under  his  commanrj. 

The  arrangeitients  conneqted  with  the 
disembarkation  were  conducted  in  the 
most  able  and  juditious  manner  by  Cap- 
taui  Beavcr^of  his  Msjesfy's  frigate  Nisus; 
^nd  during  the  subsequent  opeKitions  of 
the  army,  ■  I  am  indebted  to  liira  for  his 
tmreraitting  attention  and  assiduous  exer- 
tions in  landing  the  necessary  stores  and 
provisions. 

To  Captain  Brig£?s,  of  his  Majesty's  ship 
Clorindc,  and  to  Capt.  Lye,  of  the  Doris, 
who  were  employed  under  the  orders  of 
Capt.  Beaver,  my  most  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments are  due  for  the  services  they 
performed,  as  well  as  to  the  officers  and 
seaMjen  under  their  command. 

A  body  of  seamen  was  landed  from  the 
f!'.  et,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Mon- 
<?ague  ;  the  exertions  which  were  used  to 
bring  forward  the  guns  through  a  most 
difficult  country,  were  such  as  to  attract 
the  admiration  of  the  whole  army  ;  and 
fully  entitles  Capt.  Montague,  Lieut. 
Lloyd,  of  the  Afrieaine,  and  every  officer 
and  sailor,  to  the  encomiums  I  can  pass  on 
their  conduct. 

The  battalion  of  marines,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Liardet,  supported  the  re- 
putation of  this  distinguished  corps. 

This  dispatch  will  be  delivered  to  your 
Lordship  by  my  Aid  de  Camp,  Lieut. 
M'Murdo,  of  the  Bombay  Establishment, 
who  will  afford  your  Lordship  any  further 
information  you  may  require  respecting 
the  late  operations  of  the  army. 

I  have,   &c. 
(Signed)     J.  ABERcnoMBY,  Maj.-Gen. 
(True  Copy.) 
A.  E.  Gregory,  Military  Secretary 
to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces. 

Return  of  the  Killed,  Wounded,  and  Miss- 
ing, at  the  Attack  of  the  Isle  of  France, 
on  the  30ih  of  November  and  Ist  and 
2d  of  December,  IS  10. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp  before 
Port  Louis.Dec.  4.,  1810. 
Artillery — 1  Major,    1   rank  and  file, 
wooaded. 


^       European  Fl.'^nk  Battalion. 

12th  Foot— i  rank  and  file  killed;  2 
Lieutenants,  3  Serjeants,  23  rank  and  file, 
woi>nded,  2  rank  and  file  missing. 

14th  Foot — I  jank  and  file  killed  ;  2 
rank  and  file  wounded. 

33d  Foot— 1  Lieutenant  Colonel,  1  Ser- 
jeant, 1  rank  and  file,   killed;  1  Serjeant, 

12  j-ank  and  file,  wounded. 

56th  Foot — 3  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  2  rank  and  file,  wound- 
ed ;  2  rank  and  file  nvissjng. 

Three  cf  the  rank  and  file  missing,  sup- 
posed to  be  killed. 

Ecropeans. 

12th  Foot — 1  Major,  1  DrUmmer,  1  rank 
and  file,  killed  ;  5  rank  and  file,  wounded  ; 
3  rank  and  file  missing. 

22d  Foot— 4  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

59lh  Foot — 1  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  4 
rank  and  file  wounded. 

84th  Foot — 9  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  1 
Lieutenant,  1  Serjeant,  1  Drummer,  i'JrSnk 
and  file,wounded  ;  1  Drummer,  3  rank  and 
file,  missing. 

89th  Foot — I  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Roval  Marines — 2  rank  and  file,  wound- 
ed.    "' 

Natives. 

Madras  Flank  Battalion — I  rartk  and 
file,  wounded  :    1  Drummer,  missing. 

1st  Bengal  Volunteers — 1  Native  Officer, 

13  rank  and  file,  missing.      , 

2d  ditto — 17  rank  and  file,  missing. 

Madras  Volunteer  Battalion — 1  Havildar 
killed  ;  3  rank  and  file,  wounded;  2  rank 
and  filo,  missing. 

2d  Detachment  of  2d  Bdrabay  Native  In- 
fantry—  I  Havildar,  killed;  2  rank  and 
file,  wounded. 

Madras  Pioneers— 2  wounded. 

Total — I  Lieutenant-Colonel,  1  Major, 
1  Serjeant,  2  Havildars,  1  Drummer,  22 
rank  and  file,  killed;  I  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel, 1  Major,  3  Lieutenants,  5  Serjeants, 
1  Drummer,  SI  rank  and  file,  2  Pioneers, 
wounded  ;  1  Native  Officer,  2  Drnmmers, 
42  rank  and  file,  missing. 

N.  B.  One  seaman  killed  and  five  wound- 
ed, not  included  above. 
(Signed)    W:  Nicholson,  Dep.  Adj.  Gen. 

NAM-ES    OF  OFFICERS  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED. 

Killed — Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell, 
33d  Regiment.  Major  O'Keefe,  12th  Re- 
giment. (To  be  continued.) 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS, 

American  States. ^(Continucd  from 

p.  559.)  The  public  have  seen,  in  the 
reports  of  the  Proceedings  in  Parliament, 
several  questions  put  to  the  Ministers,  and 
some  little  discussions,  about  the  state  of 
our  affairs  with  this  country  ;  and,  in  my 
last,  at  the  pages  preceding  the  one  above 
referred    to,  I  offered   some  observations 

upon  the  subject. In  order,  however, 

clearly  to  understand  the  nature  and  state 
of  the  dispute  between  the  two  countries, 
the  reader  must  go  back  to  the  last  volume 

of  the    Register,  p.  1185. Since   the 

date  of  the  article  here  referred  to,  that 
is,  since  the  5th  of  December,  some  other 
documents  relating  to  the  subject  have 
reached  us,  from   America  and  also  from 

France. It  will  be  seen  by  a  reference 

to  my  article  of  the  5Lh  of  December,  and 
the  documents  thereunto  subjoined,  that 
England  stood  pledged  to  repeal  the  Orders 
in  Council  as  soon  as  France  had  repealed 
her  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees,  which,  as 
the  reader  will  bear  in  mind,  came  after 
some  of  those  Orders  in  Council,  of  which 

the  Americans  complain. Last  Summer 

(see  Vol.  18,  page  1185  and  onwards  for 
the  particular  dates)  France  announced  to 
America  that  these  decrees  ivere  repealed ; 
whereupon  America  called  upon  us  to  re- 
peal our  Orders  in  Council,  to  which  she 
received  no  precise  answer  ;  but,  the 
orders  were  not  repealed.— —x\s  soon  as 
the  American  Prtt^ident  learnt  that  France 
had  repealed  her  decrees,  he  issued  a  pro- 
clamation, declaring  the  fact,  and  also 
declaring  (as  he  was  authorized  by  a  par- 
ticular Act  of  Congress)  that  all  the  re- 
strictions imposed  on  the  shipping  and 
commerce  of  France  should  then  cease. 
The  same  Act  provided,  that  a  non- 
intercourse  should  take  place  upon  either 
of  the  parties,  in  thiee  months  from  the 
date  of  such  Proclamation,  (see  Vol.  18, 
p.  1215),  unless  that  parly  followed  the 
example  of  the  other,  in  repealing  the 
obnoxious  Orders  or  Decrees ;  and,  of 
course,  this  provision  would  go  into  effect 

against  us  on  the  2nd  of  February  last. 

This  is  the  reason  why  the  American  ships 


have  recently  gone  out  unloaded,  and 
why  commerce  with  America  is  at  a  stand. 
We  did  not  follow  the  example  of  France ; 
we  did  not  repeal  our  Orders  in  Council ; 
we  kept  them  in  force ;  they  are  in  force 
now;  and,  of  course,  we  can  have  no 
commerce  with  Atnerica. 'Of  the  do- 
cuments, which  have  reached  us  since  the 
date  of  the  article  in  Vol.  18,  above  re- 
ferred to,  the  first  in  order  as  well  as  im- 
portance is  the  American  President's 
Message  to  the  Congress  at  the  opening 
of  the  Session  on  the  5th  of  Dec.  1810, 
and  which  will  be  found  in  the  present 
Volume,  at  p.  4-8.  The  P'-esldent  there 
states,  that  the  French  have  repealed  their 
decrees;  that  England  has  not;  that  no 
conclusive  answer  has  been  obtained  from  , 
her;  that,  of  course,  the  non- intercourse 
act  will  go  into  execution  against  her  on 
the  2nd  of  February  ;  and  he  then  sug- 
gests to  the  Congress  whether  it  may  not 
be  proper  to  pass  a  law  by  way  of  adding 
to  the  efficacy  of  that  already  passed  for 

the  purpose." The  next  document  that 

reached  us  was  a  Letter  of  the  Grand 
Judge  of  France,  dated  25th  Dec.  1810. 
This  letter,  which  will  be  found  in  the 
presenf  Volume,  at  page  85,  and  which 
was  addressed  to  the  President  of  the 
Council  of  Prizes,  states  that  American 
vessels,  after  the  1st  of  November,  have 
not  been  judged  according  to  the  Berlirt 
and  Milan  Decrees,  but  are  to  ranain  in 
sequestration,  until  it  be  ascertained,  that, 
on  the  2nd  of  February,  1811,  the  Ameri- 
can government  enforces  its  law  against 
England,  in  which  case  the  sequestration 

is  to  be  taken  off. The  next  documents 

will  be  found  in  the  present  Volume  at 
page  4G6.  There  are  eight  of  them  ;  but 
they  relate  to  the  subject  only  inciden- 
tally. They  contain  the  statements  and 
i-easonings  in  a  neto  dispute  between  the 
American  and  French  governments,  re- 
lative to  certain  restrictions  on  importa- 
tions into  France,  which  restrictions,  as 
the  American  government  alledges,  would 
deprive  Arnerica  of  all  the  benefit  of  a  repeal 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees ;  and, 
upon  this  ground,  the  American  Secretary 
of  State  calls  upon  the  French  envoy 
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for  explanations  and   modifications. 

I  have  only  noticed  these  documents,  be- 
cause, I  see,  they  are  relied  upon  by  the 
defenders  of  our  ministers  as  ground  of 
defence  for  not  repealing  the  Orders 
in  Council,  agreeably  to  the  promise, 
which  clearly  made  the  duration  of  those 
orders  depend  upon  that  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  Decrees.  But,  I  do  not  see  how 
these  documents  can  possibly  operate  in 
that  way.  They  relate  to  a  new  dis- 
pute ;  they  are  of  a  date  l6ng  posterior  to 
the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  ;  and, 
though  they  may  possibly  be  looked  to 
with  the  cheering  expectation  of  their  he- 
coming  the  grounds  of  a  new  qnarrel  be- 
tween France  and  America,  it  seems  to 
me  impossible  to   lug  them  into  the  old 

quarrel  between  America  and  us. The 

last  documents,  relating  to  this  subject, 
which  have  hitherto  renched  us,  will,  if  I 
have  room  for  them,  be  found  in  the  present 
Kumber.  They  consist  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  PiNCK.NEY,  the  American  minister 
here,  to  Mr.  Smith,  Secretary  of  State  in 
America,  dated  London,  5  Nov.  1810,  and 
covering  a  copy  ,of  a  letter  from  IMr, 
Pinckney  to  Lord  Wellesley,  dated  3  Nov. 
Is  10  ;  and  also  of  the  Bill,  the  necessity 
of  which  was  suggested  to  Congress  by  the 
President,  at  the  opening  of  the  Session, 
for  giving  efficacy  to  the  non-intercourse 
Act,  to  go  into  execution  on  the  2nd  of 
February. The  letter  from  Mv.  Pinck- 
ney (which_  is  the  last  of  which  we  have, 
as  yet,  any  knowledge)  contains,  as  the 
reader  will  see,  little  more  than  a  repe- 
tition of  what  was  contained  in  his  former 
letters.  He  again  calls  for  a  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Council  ;  he  presses  his  request 
Miore  strongly  ;  but,  that  is  what  he  sps- 
'ciC'cally  calls  for.— What  answer  he  might 
might  aferwards  receive,  we  do  not  yet 
know  ;  but,  we  know  that  he  has  taken 
his  audience  of  leave,  and  is  about  to  de- 
part, if  he  has  not  actually  departed. 

It  is  likely  that  Napoleop  will  take  good 
care,  that  the  breach  between  us  and 
(America  shall  not  be  closed,  if  he  can 
possibly  prevent  it.  He  v.ill,  therefore, 
not  fail  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of 
America  in  making  such  regulations  in 
favour  of  their  commerce  as  shall  satisfy 
ihcm,  provided  they  adhere  to  fhdr  non-in- 
tercowne,  tyzi/t  ?«,  which,  as  1  have  hinted 
in  my  last  Number,  is  not  at  all  inconsist- 
ent with  the  views  of  their  government, 
nor,  in  the  present  altered  state  of  things, 
,  . .  jWith  ll^  permanent  interests  of  their  coun- 
"^~^  ottof «   X  nru „  consequence  of  this  wtU  na- 


turally be  a  state  of  things  between  us  and 
America  very  little  short  of  tear;  but,  I 
do  not  think  it  will  reach  that  point ;  for, 
if  the  American  Government  were  dis- 
posed for  war,  which  they  are  not,  the 
people  are  not  so  disposed  ;  and  there  the 
people  pass  for  something. — —They  have 
nothing  to  gain  by  war,  and  war  brings 
/axes,  which  they  will  not  bear.  They  do 
not  want,  and  they  will  not  have,  loans 
and  contracts  and  jobs  without  end. 
There  are  no  part  of  them  but  have  soine 
property ;  there  are  no  set  of  men  who 
have  weight  enough  to  carry  measures 
ngainst  the  people  in  general  for  the  pri- 
vate emolument  of  themselves  and  fami- 
lies. In  short,  there  are,  in  America,  no 
set  of  men  to  whom  war  is  a  rich  harvest. 
Therefore,  I  think  they  will  not,  if  they 
can  possibly  avoid  it,  go  to  war  ;  and,  if 
Napoleon  insist  upon  that,  he  will,  I  think, 
miss  his  mark. But,  as  far  as  hos- 
tility to  our  commerce  will  go,  he  will  have 
the  Americans  with  him  ;  and,  it  is  to  be 
expected,  that  they  will  resort  to  the  sei- 
zure on  debts  due  to  British  .subjects  in 
order  to  corhpensate  those  Americans,  who 
have  sustained  injuries  under  our  Orders 
in  Council.  There  is,  I  see,  an  account 
ordered  to  be  laid  before  Congress  of  the- 
amount  of  such  injuries;  and,  as  the 
Americans  always  have  about  ten  or Jlfteen 
millions  of  the  money  of  *)ur  merchants 
and  manufacturers  in  their  hands,  there 
will    be   ample    means   of  compensation. 

The  justice   or   injustice  of  snch  a 

measure  we  are  not  now  inquiring  into. 
We  are  merely  conjecturing  what 
may  be  the  fact  and  the  consequen"ces, 
which  consequences  would,  doubtless,  be. 
extremely  distressing  to  many  worthy 
persons  in  this  country,  who  have  sent 
goods  to  America,  aqd  jvho  can  recover 
nothing  from  what  has  arisen  out  of  the 
seizure  of  American  vessels  and  goods. 
In  short,  such  a  measure  would  be,  in  the 
present  state  of  things,  a  deadly  blow  to 
the  manufacturer?  and  merchants  here  ; 
and,  perhaps,  for  tiiat  very  reason  it  may 
is  adopted,  especially  if  insisted  upon  by 

the  Emperor  of  Fraace, W^hat  are  we 

to  do,  then  ?  Repeal  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
ci!  ?  That,  I  think,  we  shall  not  do'; 
for,  if  it  were  done,  what  a  commerce 
\>  ould  be  instantly  thrown  open"  with 
r;;ince,  Holland,  and  the  Hans  Towns,  all 
now  in  the  dominions  of  France  !  I  shall 
he  told,  that  pur  /)7'a';a'*e  requires  it.  So, 
indeed,  it  does  ;  and,  theretore,  we  bughs 
to  do  it ;  but,  if  wd  do  not  substitute  sdmc- 
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Ai'ing  else  instead  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
we  shall  be  here  with  our  warehouses 
bursting,  while  the  commerce  of  the  con- 
tinent and  of  America  would  be  free  as 
air  ;  and,  the  shijss  of  America  would 
touch  in  England  and  Ireland  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  in  cargoes  of  manu- 
facturers and  their  tools. Lord  Wellesley 

talks  of  the  commerce  of  the  wcn'ld  being 
put  in  \is  former  state,  before  the  Orders  in 
Council  are  repealed.  Alas !  if  that  is  the 
sole  condition,  those  Orders  are  like  the  laws 
of  the  Medes  and  Persians  ;  for  never  will  he 
see  the  commerce  of  the  world  restored  to 
its  former  state.  IVe  have  long  had  laws, 
and  we  have  them  yet,  for  the  confiscation 
(\f foreign  goods.  Napoleon  has  now  made 
similar  laws;  and,  if  the  Orders  are  to 
exist,  ^till  he  repeal  these  laws  and  leave 
ours  in  force,  1  leave  the  reader  to  guess 
how  long  it  is  likely  to  be  before  our  Or- 
ders will  be  repealed.— — It  has  been  ac- 
knowledged, in  parliament,  that  Napo- 
leon's restrictions  have  occasioned  great 
part  of  our  commercial  distress.  Indeed, 
all  the  world  knew  it :  and  this  being 
known,  is  it  to  be  supposed,  that  the  sys- 
tem which  has  produced  it  will  not  be  per- 
severed in?  It  would  be  a  folly  far  greater 
than  any  that  yet  has  seized  hold  of  us  to 
suppose  any  such  thing.  -It  is  quite 
useless  to  talk  about  the  lavj  of  nations, 
which  is,  and  always  has  been,  the  laze 
given  bj/  the  strongest,  or,  in  one  \\or(], power; 
sheer  barefaced  power.  Where  there  is  no 
arbiter  ;  where  there  is  no  power  to  de- 
cide between  the  litigants,  what  nonsense  is 
it  to  talk  of  law!  Buonaparte  takes  the 
Hans  Towns,  and  we  took  the  Danish  fleet. 
Buonaparte  has  taken  Holland,  and  we  re- 
ceived the  Dutch  fleet  from  the  Stad- 
holder.  The  question  is,  what  is  expedient 
to  be  done  and  what  can  be  done.  If  we 
repeal  our  Orders  in  Council  and  give  up 
the  "  paper  blockade"  as  the  Americans 
call  it,  we  shall,  for  some  time  longer,  have 
an  intercourse  and  commerce  with  America, 
though  that  commerce  must,  from  the 
causes  stated  in  my  last,  daily  diminish. 
But,  to  balance  against  this,  the  commerce 
of  Holland  and  the  Hans  Towns  and  of 
France  will  all  be  carried  on  under  the 
American  flag ;  and,  those  articles  of  prime 
necessity  in  manufactures;  the  Cotton,  the 
Indigo,  and  all  other  raw  materials  that 
are  now  not  tuanted  in  England,  owing  to 
the  commercial  system  adopted  upon  the 
Continent,  will,  of  com'se,  go  to  the  con- 
tinent, where,  for  vvant  of  a  supply  of 
goods  from    Eaglatid,  manufactures  will 


grow  up,  and  will,  in  a  very  short  time^ 
cut  off  the  commercial  connection/or  ever 

between  England  and  the  Continent. 

It  is  fme  talking,  then,  about  "  restoring 
"  the  commerce  of  the  world  to  \is  former 
"  state."  Nothing  short  of  the  total,  and 
almost  instant,  overthrow  of  Napoleon  can 

effect  this. The  Americans  say  to  us  : 

"Come;  the  French  have  revoked  their 
"  Decrees;  and  now  revoke  your  Orders, 
"  as  you  promised  us  you  would."—-— 
"  Aye,"  says  Lord  Wellesley,  "  so  we  will, 
"  vvhenever  the  repeal  of  the  French  de- 
"  crees  shall  have  qctualhf  taken  effect.'* 
Well,  but  there  issomething  more.  "  And 
"  the  commerce  of  neutral  natimis  shall 
"  have  been  restored  to  the  condition,  in 
"  which  it  stood  previously  to  the  promidga- 
"  tion  of  those  decrees"  This  is  new. 
This  was  not  mentioned  before.  Now, 
we  know,  that,  before  the  issuing  of  those 
decrees,  American  vessels  could  take  in 
goods  in  the  Thaines  and  carry  them  to  any 
port  of  the  Continent,  without  the  risk  of 
the  vessel  or  the  goods  being  seized  ;  and 
we  know  extremely  well  that  that  cannot 
now  be  done.  Napoleon  having  passed  de- 
crees, like  some  of  our  revenue  laws,  for 
conBscating  all  goods  manufactured  in 
England,  and  all  colonial  produce  coming 
from  her,  and  having,  in  some  cases,  car- 
ried the  thing  so  far  as  to  cause  such 
goods  and  produce  to  be  burnt.  His 
system  for  putting  down  smuggling  seems 
to  have  surpasses'  ours,  which  was  thought 
to  be  the  most  complete  in  the  v/orld. 
But,  really,  his  troops  and  boats  and 
douanierS  seem  to  surpass  in  vigilance  our 
dragoons  and  revenue  cutters  and  excise- 
men.-  Be  this  as  it  maj^   however,  let 

the  preference  in  point  of  vigilance  be- 
long to  us  or  to  him,  and  I  am  sure  I  do 
not  wish  to  deprive  our  own  establishment 
of  the  superior  merit,  if  it  possess  it;  but, 
this  is  of  no  consequence.  The  fact  is, 
that  he  has  declared  all  colonial  produce 
and  manufactures  coming  from  England 
or  Ireland  or  Scotland  to  be  smuggled  goods, 
and  the  persons  having  such  in  their  pos- 
session, he  has  declared  to  be  smugglers, 
and  has  made  laws  for  punishing  them  ac- 
cordingly; and  such  laws  they  appear  to 
be  as  to  "have  cut  up  the  smuggling,  root 

and  branch. This  has  produced  a  great 

change.  This  change  has  been  produced 
since  the  issuing  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees.  The  neutral  ships  (that  is  to  say, 
the  American  ships)  can  no  longer  save  our 
goods  by  becoming  the  carriers  of  them  to 
the  Contiaent  j  and,  therefoi'e,  Lord  Welles* 
X  2 
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ley  may  say,  that  things  will  not  be  in  the 
same  state  with  regard  to  "  neutral  cum- 
merce"  as  they  were  in  previous  to  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees,  tt«/e5s 
Napoleon   does  away  also  this  new  system  of 

intcrdicling  the  entry  of  English  goods. 

But,  will  say  the  Americans  (and,  indeed, 
they  have  said  it),  what  have  we  to  do  with 
that  matter  t  That  is  a  point  for  you  and 
for  him  to  settle  as  you  can.  Every  nation 
has  a  right  to  make  what  internal  regula- 
tions it  pleases ;  every  nation  has  a  right, 
as  far  as  respects  its  own  territory,  to  de- 
clare what  it  pleases  to  be  contraband  or 
smuggled  goods;  every  nation  has  a  right 
to  make  what  laws  it  pleases  for  the  regu- 
lating of  the  conduct  of  its  own  subjects  ; 
every  nation  has  a  right  to  punish  the  in- 
fringement or  transgression  of  those  laws 
in  what  manner  it  pleases ;  it  may  ruin  the 
parties  offending  against  such  laws,  it  may 
transport  them,  it  may  imprison  them,  it 
may  confiscate  the  goods,  it  may,  in  short, 
do  what  it  pleases;  and,  you,  the  Eng- 
lish, do  not,  we  believe,  fall  to  punish 
pretty  handsomely  those  who  are  found 
wiih  goods  smuggled  from  France. — This 
is  what  the  Americans  will  say  ;  and  they 
will  say  further,  that  they  have  no  more 
right  to  insist  upon  forcing  English  goods 
into  France  than  they  have  to  insist  upon 
forcing  French  goods  into  England.  The 
right  they  claim  is  to  carry  from  their  ovrn 
country  what  goods  they  please,  and  from 
one  foreign  country  to  another  any  goods 
which  those  countries  choose  to  have 
carried.  If  we  can  prevail  upon  Napo- 
leon to  let  them  carry  our  goods  to  the 
continent,  they  are  ready  and  vvilling 
to  do  it ;  but  that  is  an  affair  between  us 
and  him,  and  with  which,  of  course,  it 
would  be   great  presumption  in  them  to 

meddle. This  is  the  real  state  of  the 

case.  We  should,  I  suppose,  very  gladly 
repeal  the  Orders  in  Council,  if  Napoleon 
would  re-open  the  continental  ports  to  us  ; 
but  that  he  will  not  do.  He  finds  how 
sorely  our  Bank  and  our  commercial  mass 
have  felt  the  effects  of  his  system  of  ex- 
clusion ;  he  sees  how  the  system  is  work- 
ing upon  us;  he  knows  well  how  closely 
our  commercial  and  paper-money  system 
is  connected  with  our  political  system ; 
and,  is  there,  then,  a  man  upon  the  whole 
earth  so  stupid  as  to  suppose  that  he  will 

abandon  his  measures  of  exclusion  ? — 

This  system  of  his  has  arisen  out  of  owr 
Orders  in  Council,  and  so  did  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  Decrees.  Those  decrees  are 
now  become  of  liuk  use  to  hiiQ.     lie 


would  easily  give  them  up,  their  place 
being  so  completely  supplied  by  his  inter- 
nal regulations  ;  and,  now-he  gives  them 
up  to  satisfy  the  law  passed  by  the  Ame- 
ricans, and  thereby  to  effect  the  exclusion  of 
English  goods  from  America  as  well  as  from 
the  Continent  of  Europe.  And  yet,  to  hear 
the  Morning  Post  and  the  Couiief,  one 
would  suppose  that  Napoleon  was  a  sort 
of  mad  cap,  who  did  every  thing  in  a 
passion,  and  who  totally  neglected  all  the 

dictates  of  far-sighted  policy. He  said 

long  ago,  that  he  would  break  up  our  sys- 
tem of  monopoly,  on  which,  he  said,  de- 
pended our  paper-money.  Whether  he  is 
in  a  fair  way  of  doing  it,  or  whether  he 
made  a  vain  empty  threat,  the  public  will 
very  soon  be  able  accurately  to  decide. 

Our  choice,  as  I  said  before,  lies  be- 

■Iween  an  exclusion  of  our  goods  from  Ame- 
rica as  xvell  as  the  continent,  and  putting  the 
continent  in  easy  and  cheap  possession  of 
the  means  of  doing  without  our  goods  for 
ever,  and,  at  the  same  time,  filling  the  trea- 
sury of  France,  and  making  Holland,  the 
Hans  Towns,  Flanders,  and  all  the  con- 
quered countries  rejoice  at  being  united 

with  France, Mortifying  alternative 

to  those  who  think  that  the  strength, 
safety,  and  happiness  of  England  depend 
upon  foreign  commerce,  of  whom,  how- 
ever, I  am  not  one. But,  of  this  more 

hereafter,  when  we  have  taken  a  view  of  a 
measure  closely  connected  with  this  sub- 
ject ;  namely,  the  proposition,  now  befora 
Parliament,  for  affording  relief  to  the  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers. 

Commercial  Relief. — -On  the  first 
day  of  this  month,  Mr.  Perceval  moved, 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  for  a  Commit- 
tee to    be  appointed  to  inquire   into  the 

state  of  Commercial   Credit. He  said, 

as  the  report  states,  «'  Various  represen- 
"  tations  had  reached  him  from  manufac- 
"  turing  and  mercantile  people,  of  the 
"  disadvantages  under  which  trade  tvffered, 
"  and  which  they  attributed  to  the  state  of 
*'  credit  and  the  condition  qf  the  markets 
"  with  which  they  were  formerly  in  the 
"  habit  of  communicating.  At  first  he  did 
"  not  believe  that  the  evil  prevailed  to  . 
"  such  an  extent  as  had  been  stated,  butsu 
"  various  were  the  representations,  that 
"  he  now  thought  it  his  duty  to  aubmit 
"  the  present  motion  to  the  House,  that 
"  they  might  ascertain  its  existence,  a»d 
"  provide  a  remedy  as  soon  as  possible.  He 
"  deprecated  all  discussion  upon  thisocca- 
"  sioa  as  premature,  and  reccln]|jaend«d 
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•"  that  they  should  wait  to  have  the  ad- 
*■  vantage  oi]^,the  Report.  It  was  his  in- 
"  tention  th-at  all  the  surviving  Members 
"  of  the  Committee  which  was  appointed 
"  upon  a  similar  subject  in  the  year  1793, 
*'  should  be  upon  the  present,  and  that  the 
"  number  of  the  whole  should  be  21.  He 
"  concluded  with  moving.  That  a  Com- 
"  mittee  should  be  appointed  to  enquire 
*•■  injto  the  State  of  Commercial  Credit,  and 
"  to  report  it  to  the  House,  together  with 
"  its  opinions  and  observations  there- 
"  upon." A  little  debate  ensued,  dur- 
ing which  it  was  thrown  out,  that  the  em- 
barrassments of  the  country  arise  from 
over-trading.  What  is  meant  by  over- 
trading ?  Whj',  surely,  people  making 
or  importing  more  goods  than  they  can 
find  customers  for.  Chaffer  about  it  as 
long  as  the  pamphleteers  will,  this  is  the 
true  meaning  of  the  words  over-trading, 
■  I  However,  without  going  any  further, 
Jet  us  take  Mr.  Perceval's  own  account  of 
the  thing.— — "  Disadvantages  under  which 
"  trade  suflfers  owing  to  the  state  of  credit 
^'  and  the  condition  of  the  markets,  formerly 
"  open  to  the  suflerers." State  of  cre- 
dit !  why,  man,  every  body  suffers  from 
a  want  of  credit,  or,  from  having  less  of  it 
than  he  formerly  had.  And,  what  is  meant 
by  the  "  condition  of  markets  formerly 
"  open  \"  why,  to  be  sure,  tbattKsse  mar- 
kets are  now  shut.  And,  this  being  the 
case,  the  remedy  is  very  obvious,  name- 
ly, the  finding  of  new  markets,  which,  of 
course,  would,  in  an  instant,  remove  the 
"  disadvantages  ;"  but,  hotL'  or  where  or  tvhen 
to  find  these  new  markets,  abroad,  1,  withall 
due  deference,  leave  to  George  Rose  and 
the  Board  of  Trade,  observing,  in  passing, 
that  this  description  of  Mr.  Perceval 
does  not  se^m  to  correspond  very  well 
with  the  opinions  of  Sir  John  Sinclai  r  as 
to  the  prosperous  effects  of  an  increase  of 
Bank  Notes.— — But,  let  us  take  a  little 
closer  view  of  the  matter.— —What  is 
the  object  ?  For  what  have  all  these  suf- 
fering merchants  and  manufacturers  ap- 
plied to  the  Treasur}'^  ?  Why,  a  loan  of 
money.  A  very  natural  application.  Most 
men,  who  are  in  distress,  apply  for  money 
where  they  think  it  likely  to  get  any  one 
to  lend  it  them.-^^ — What  a  very  pretty 
system  this  is,  which  was  begun  by  "  the 
"  ^eat  statesman  now  no  more,"  to  prop 
up  the  commerce  in  1793  ;  what  an  in- 
fluence it  must  create  ;  how  completely 
dependent  it  must  render  these  men  upon 
the  minister  of  the  day;  what  very  im- 
portant effects  it  must  produce  in  political 
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and  party  matters,  and  how  it  accords  with 
the  principles  of  free  representation  and  a 
responsible  ministry,  every  man  with  only 
one  grain  of  sense  in  skull  will  easily  de- 
cide ;  but,  it  is  not  in  that  light  that  I  now 
wish  to  view  it.  1  wish  to  view  it  merely 
in  a  commercial  light.  The  imraediata 
object  of  the  applicants  is  to  obtain  a  loan 
of  money  out  of  thai  which  the  people  have 
paid  in  taxes.  To  determine  whether  it  be 
advisable  or  not  to  grant  their  request,  we 
ought  to  consider  many  things  ;  but,  at 
present,  I  will  only  inquire  what  end  such 
loan  would  be  likely  to  answer.  The 
distress  arises  from  the  want  of  markets  for 
the  sale  of  goods ;  which  is  only  another 
name  for  a  falling  off  in  the  value  of  the 
goods;  or,  to  express  it  in  another  way, 
it  is  another  name  for  losses  in  trade.  .  And, 
pray,  if  the  present  applicants  are  to  be, 
by  gift  or  loan  (for  it,  in  the  end,  is  the 
same  ;)  if  these  applicants  are  to  have 
their  los'ses  in  trade  made  good,  or  less- 
ened ;  if  they  are  to  be  thus  propped  up 
by  the  government,  or,  more  properly 
speaking,  by  the  people  at  large,  why 
should  not  the  same  sort  of  support  be 
extended  to  the  1670  Bankrupts  who  ap- 
peared in  the  Gazettes  of  last  year,  and 
to  the  3000  Bankrupts  who  will  appear  in 
the  Gazettes  of  this  year,  if  the  rest  of  the 
year  be  as  prolific  in  Bankruptcies  as  the 
first  two  months  of  it  have  been  ?  I 
really  should  be  glad  to  know  why  all 
these  persons  are  to  be  overlooked,  if 
the  present  applicants  are  to  have  mo- 
ney lent  to  them  to  prop  them  up  ? 
The  Bankrupts  have  failed  from  various 
causes ;  from  indiscretions  of  one  kind 
or  another  But,  is  not  over- trading  an 
indiscretion  too .?  They  have,  at  any 
rate,  all  failed  from  losses  in  trade;  and,  it 
is,  state  it  how  you  wilt,fiom  losses  in  trade 
that  the  present  applicants  have  been  re- 
duced to  the  necessity  of  asking  for  a  loan 

out  of  the  produce  of  the  taxes. Take 

this  in  another  light.  Inquire  how  many 
of  the  people  are  severely  sufiering  in  their 
pecuniary  circumstances /fo??i  the  weight  of 
the  taxes  themselves.  Aye,  how  many 
have  been  reduced  to  the  greatest  dis- 
tress; how  many  have  received  their  last, 
their  falling  blow,  fron)  the  taxes;  and 
then  what  a  thing  is  here  ?  One  part  of 
the  community  sinking  into  ruin  in  the 
yielding  of  the  means  to  prop  up  the 
credit  of  another  part  of  that  same  com- 
munity ! But,  though  it  is  hardly  pos- 
sible to  withhold  the  reflecting  mind  from 
diverging  at  every  step  into  views  of  this 
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<»ort,  let  us,  if  we  can,  confine  ourselves 
to  the  bare  question,  whether  the  proposed 
Joan  is  likely  to  answer  any  good  purpose, 
even  as  to  the  borrowers  themselves  — — 
Now,  suppose  a  sum  of  tills  meney  to  be 
given  to  a  great  manufacturer,  who  has  a 
large  stock  of  goods  and  cannot  sell  any. 
What  is  he  to  cio  with  the  money  thus 
borrowed  out  of  the  taxes  ?  Pay  his 
debts  ?  Very  well.  But  what  good  will 
that  do  him  in  the  end  ?  He  has  the 
money  to  pay  back  again  to  the  Treasury, 
and  where  is  he  to  get  it?  Why,  "from 
*'  the  sale  of  his  goods,  to  be  sure."  Aye, 
to  be  sure  he  must,  if  he  can  sell  them  ; 
but,  then,  this  argues  the  finding  of  a  new 
inarket,  or  the  re-opening  of  the  old  onea, 
which  latter,  sO  far  from  being  re-opened, 

become  daily  more  firmly  closed. Is  he 

to  use  the  money  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
tinuing his  expenditure,  either  on  himself 
and  family  or  on  his  work-people  ?  If 
the  former,  how  is  he  to  repay,  and  ought 
he  not  to  reduce  his  expenditure  as  the 
only  means  of  enabling  him  to  keep  out 
of  the  Gazette  ;  and,  if  the  latter,  if  the 
money  you  lend  him  is  to  be  laid  out  upon 
labour  in  his  manufactory,  and  upon  ma- 
terials, hie  will  have  more  goods  instead  of 
less,  and  you  will,  by  your  loan,  have  in- 
sured that  ruin,  from  which,  if  left  to  him- 
self^ he  might  have  escaped  ;  or,  at  least, 
you  will  have  added  to  the  weight  of  his 
Tall,  and  have  made  it  more  destructive  to 

»11  around  him. It  is  exactly  the  same 

with  the  West  India  merchant.  What 
good  will  you  do  him  by  enabling  him  to 
pay  his  debts  from  a  loan  for  the  repay- 
ment of  which  his  goods  are  to  be  held,  I 
suppose,  as  a  pledge?  I  do  not  know 
what  the  terms  of  the  loan  are  proposed  to 
be ;  but,  I  know  that  if  re-payment  is  to 
take  place,  that  the  merchant,  who  stands 
in  need  of  the  loan,  must  find  the  means  of 
le-payment  out  of  the  sale  of  his  goods; 
and,  that  this  sale  must  necessarily  sup- 
pose some  out-let,  or  market,  which  he 
cannot  noiv  find  j  some  market  that  docs 
not  noiv  exist;  for,  if  it  did  exist,  he  would 

rot  stand  in  need  of  the   loan. This 

J  am  not  afraid  to  assume  as  conclusive  ; 
and,  therefore,  the  question  is  reduced  to 
this  simple  point :  is  there  the  smallest 
probability  of  the  old  markels  being  re- 
Opened  or   of  finding   ntw  ones? As 

to  the  former,  1  have,  I  think,  sub- 
mitted ample  reasons  for  deciding  it  in 
the  negative;  but,  as  to  the  latter,  the 
finding  of  new  markets,  I  have  myself  a 
proposition   to   ofter,  for  which,  though 


it  should  be  rejected,  I  shall,  I  flatter  my- 
self, be  entitled  to  some  little  commenda- 
tion from  those  classes  of  my  fellow  sub» 
jects,  with  whom  I  have  reason  to  fear  I 
have  been  no  very  great  favourite. 
The  ntw  markets,  which  we  have  gained 
by  the  sword,  in  South  America,  have, 
alas  !  as  I  said  they  would,  proved  little 
less  fatal  than  the  South  Sea  Bubble 
of  immortal  memory;  and,  besides,  these 
markets  cost  so  much  in  the  obtaining, 
that  the  full  amount  of  the  goods  sold  in 
them  (or,  rather,  carried  to  them)  would 
not  half  defray  the  cost  of  getting  the 
market.  I  think  it  must  be  pretty  certain, 
that  four  times  as  much  money  has  beerj 
sent  hence  to  the  Brazils  and  to  Spanish 
America  as  has  come  back  in  payment  for 
goods. As  to  ISLANDS  ;  as  to  sugar  co- 
lonies, we  have  been  taking  them,  till  we 
know  not  what  to  do  with  the  produce, 
and  may  exclaim  with  the  Copper  Cap- 
tain :  "  haste,  haste,  let  us  hence !  I  am 
*'  like  the  people  in  the  sweet  islands;  if  I 

"  stay  here,  I  die!" Nfw  markets  then 

we  can  have  none,  unless,  in  return  for 
sugar  and  coffee  which  we  cannot  sell, 
and  for  which  we  cannot  much  longer 
find  room,  we  send  out  our  manufactures 

and  clothe  the   negroes. This    brings 

me,  at  once,  to  my  project  of  a  new  mar- 
ket ;  a  market  capacious,  convenient,  sure, 
and  durable,  setting  Napoleon  and  all  the 

world  at  defianse. 1   have  often   been 

reproached  with  pointing  out  ew75  and  not, 
at  the  same  time,  pointing  out  a  remedy. 
This  reproach  is  quite  unfounded,  though 
very  catching,  and  it  was  always  resorted 
to  during  the  administration  of  the  first 
successor  of  "  the  great  statesman  now  no 
more,"  Mr.  Addington.  Bui,  nrsust  we 
find  fault  of  nothing  for  which  we  cannot 
find  a  remedy  ?  Who  was  to  find  a  re- 
medy for  the  Walcheren  Expedition  ? 
Who  were  to  bring  the  men  to  life  again  ? 
And,  therefore,  was  no  one  to  find  fault 
of  it  ?  Must  no  man  find  fault  with  the 
state  of  the  paper-money,  unless  he  can 
make  gold  come  back  again  r  This  would 
be  a  fine  security  for  folly  and  vice  of  all 
sorts,  and  would  suit  the  case  of  peculator 
or  murderer  as  well  as  that  of  any  politi- 
cal oftender. Well,  but,  at  any  rate,  I 

have  now  jny  remedy,  and  shall,  with,  all 
becoming  deference  to  the  superior  wis- 
dom of  the   Committee,  propose   to  state 

it. It  has  been  shown   above,  that  all 

this  commercial  distress  arises  from  the 
want  of  a  market  for  our  goods  ;  that  is  to 
say,   for   sugar  and  coffee^  aqd  for  divei'S. 
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articles  of  wearing  apparel  and  housthold 
furniture;  for,  as  to  food,  or,  as  it  was 
called  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  days,  viltal, 
we  find  none  loo  much  of  that,  having  at 
home  an  abundance  of  mouths  for  dis- 
patching it. Aye,  and   have    we    not 

tacks  enough  too  for  the  cloths,  and  houses  for 

thefurniture  f The  reader  needs  no  more . 

His  eyes  are  opened  in  a  moment.  Light 
Tiursts  in  upon  him  from  every  quarter.  He 
sees  all  my 'plan  in  a  moment;  and  wonders 
how  it  came  to  escape  him.  He  has  been 
looking  abroad,  seeking  in  foreign  lands 
what  was  under  his  nose,  as  I  have  very 
often  looked  about  the  room  for   my  pen 

while  it  was  in  my  mouth. Backs.'  Are 

^.ve  in  want  of  them  ?  Look  at  Ireland  ; ; 
look  at  Scotland;  look  at  Wales;  nay, 
look  at  many  parts  of  England;  look  even 
at  those  very  manufacturing  towns  where 
the  goods  are  piled  up  to  the  cracking  of 
the  warehouses,  and  see  if  you  can  find  no 
backs  to  cover  !  How  many  of  these  towns 
does  the  traveller  pass  through  without 
heing  way-laid  at  the  entrance  and  the 
exit  by  a  swarm  of  children  ?nore  than  half 
naked,  running  and  tumbling  and  bowing 
and  praying  and  crying  in  the  hope,  often 
disappointed,  of  obtaining  the  means  of 
buying  an  ounce  of  bread  ?  Enter  their 
dwelling  places  ;  see  misery  in  all  her 
honoi"s,  hunger,  filth,  disease,  the  blood 
^poisoned,   and   the   heart  hardened  to.  a 

flint. Talk   of  national  prospeiitj/,  "^ri 

John  Sinclair,  look  here,  and  say,  if  you 
can,  that  I  have  exaggerated  the  picture. 
Talk  of  improvements  in  roads  and  canals! 
What  is  that,  while  the  misery  of  the  peo- 
ple, as  the  poor-rates  will  tell  you,  are 
daily  increasing? Talk  of  ro«d*  and  ca- 
nals and  bridges!  These  ai"e  no  sigwsof  ??«- 
iional prosperity.  They  are  signs  of  acc2i- 
7nid(ited,  but  not  of  diffused  property,  and 
this  latter  alone  can  insure  national  proape- 
ritij,  which,  rightly  understood,  is  only 
another  name  for  the  general  happiness  of  the 

people. Butjl  have  been  led,  Iperceive, 

into  another  digression. To  come  back 

to  my  subject,  why  should  not  all  the 
goods,  which  cannot  find  a  market  abroad, 
be  disposed  of  in  clothint^  the  naked  at  home  ? 
A  couple  or  three  millions  would  shoe  and 
breech  the  people  of  the  Hebrides  and  the 
Highlands,  and  twice  the  sum  might  clothe 
the  Irish,  and  about  the  same  as  the  for- 
mer might  very  well  be  disposed  of  for  a 
similar  purpose  in  England  and  Wales. 
Sugar  and  Coffee,  though  not  much 
known  amongst  any  of  the  persons  ia 
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my  view,  wouia  soon  teach  the  pos- 
sessors the  use  of  them.  And,  as  to 
the  Houshold  furniture,  cloathing  and  the 
use  of  sugar  and  coffee  would  naturally 
call  for  tables  and  chairs  and  drawers  and 
hooks  and  crockery  ware  and  spoons  and 
kettles  and  locks  and  keys  ;  and  hence 
the  whole  would  go  hand  in  hand. — — 
Here  would  be  12  millions  of  money  laid 
out?  but  it  would  not  he  throivn  away ;  it 
would  not  be  sunk  in  the  sea;  it  would 
not  be  sent  abroad  ;  it  would  not  be  swal- 
lowed up  in  distant  lands  ;  it  would  pro- 
duce no  misery  any  where  ;  it  would  oc- 
casion nobody"  to  bleed  or  to  suffer  in  any 
way;  it  would  give  immediate  and  ef- 
fectual relief  to  the  merchants  and  manu- 
factures, while  it  would  give  comfort  to 
the  hearts  of  millions  of  their  country- 
men, and  might  lay  the  foundation  of 
permanent  happiness  amongst  those  who 
are   smarting   under    keen   and   constant 

misery. Now,    if   Sir    John    Sinclair 

should  tell  me,  that  this  is  a  foolish  scheme, 
and  that,  in  taking  money  outof  the  taxes 
to  give  to  the  poor  to  make  up  for  the  in- 
adequacy of  their  means,  I  am  acting  con- 
trary to  all  the  sound  principles  of  political 
osconomy,  I  beg  leave  to  ask,  whether 
this  is  not  as  reasonable  as  it  would  be  to 
take  pioney  of  the  taxes  to  give  to  the  rick 
to  make  up  for  the  inadequacy  of  their 
means,  especially  as  my  scheme  includes 
the  effectual  means  of  relieving  both  rieh  and 

poor  ? At  any  rate  here  is  my  scheme  ; 

and,  if  Sir  John,  or  any  body  else,  does 
not  approve  of  it,  let  h\m  find  out  a  better; 
and,  till  that  be  done,  let  him  not  laugh. 

Informations  and  Special  Juries. — -»- 
I  have,  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  Num- 
ber inserted  the  speeches  of  Lords  Hol- 
land and  Ellenborough,  and  their  ex- 
planations.-r ^The  subject  is  of  vital  im- 
portance ;  and,  though  these  speeches 
have  been  published  in  the  News-papers, 
in  precisely  the  same  words,  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  give  them  here,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  read  more  deliberately,  and  re- 
feried    to  ;   and,  in  order,  too,   that  they 

may  be  read  all  over  the  world. 1  beg 

my  readers  to  omit  no  part  of  them. 

Lord  Erskine's  speech  was  of  great  im- 
portance, and  I  mean  to  give  it  in  my  next 
together  with  the  answer  of  the  Lord  Chan- 

cetlor. This  fs  a  subject  which  all  men 

are  interested  in  ;  and  it  is  ray  duty  to 
keep  the  public  attention  closely  rivelte4 
to  it.  if  r am  able.  < 
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Somersetshire  Meeting.- 
letter  inserted  below,  tlie  reader  will  see 
what  was  the  nature  and  what  the  result  of 
the  meeting  in  this  county,  which,  it  seems, 
has  not,  in  the  memory  of  man,  seen  a  coun- 
ty meeting  of  ihc people  before  this. -A 

great  deal  was  done.  Many  people  were 
assembled  ;  discussion  took  place  ;  truths 
were  uttered  to  them  ;  they  were  told 
what  they  did  not  know  and  what  they 
had  no  idea  of;  and,  to  prevent  the  Ad- 
dress proposed  by  the  callers  of  the  meet- 
ing from  being  carried,  both  INS  and 
OUTS  were  obliged  to  unite,  and  to  get 
together  all  that,  with  all  their  united 
pieans,  they  could  muster,  from  every  part 
of  the  county ;  and,  after  all,  they  carried 
their  point  by  a  majority  of  only  about  7 
to  5.  This,  therefore,  I  deem  a  great  vic- 
tory. The  ground  was  new  and  untilled. 
It  is  now  broken  up  ;  and  the  seeds  of  Re- 
form are  safely  deposited  in  its  bosom. 
The  yeomanry  and  tradesmen  have  now  seen 
that  they  are  something  ;  and,  it  shall  go 
hard  but  they  profit  from  the  discovery. 
W^.  COBBEIT. 

State  Prison,  Newgate,  Friday, 
March  8,  18 J]. 


TO    THE 

INDEPENDANT  FREEHOLDERS 

AND 

INHABITANTS  of  SOMERSETSHIRE. 

Gentlemen  ;  I  cannot  refrain  from  of- 
fering you  my  congratulation  on  the  effect 
of  xhejlrst  Fuhlic  Meeting  ever  called  in  this 
County. — Notwiihstanding  cur  opponents 
obtained  a  small  majority  against  the  Ad- 
dress which  I  had  the  honour  to  propose  to 
you,  on  that  day ;  yet  I  am  clearly  con- 
vinced, that  you  gained  a  more  complete 
victory,  in  the  full  admission  of  the  truth 
of  all  the  leading  parts  of  that  Address, 
(by  every  one  of  those  Gentlemen  who 
spoke  against  its  adoption)  than  you  would 
have  gained  by  a  mere  majority  of  num- 
bers, without  this  unqualified  admission  of 
those  facts.  The  Address  pointed  out, 
clearly  and  explkitly,  the  distressing 
situation  of  the  country ;  and  it  stated, 
that  ihe  cause  of  all  these  distresses  arose 
from  a  want  of  a  fair  and  free  Represen- 
tation of  the  People  in  Parliament.  These 
facts  vvpre  explicitly  acknowledged  by 
Sir  John  Cox  Hippesly,  who  appeared  to 
be  the  principal  orator  of  both  the  par- 
ties, that  linited  against  the  People  on 


that  day,  who  said  he  was  sorry  to  bear 
witness  to  the  truth  of  ray  statement, 
f  that  there  vras  at  this  time  a  million  and 
"  a  half  of  paupers  in  England,  subsisting 
"  on  parish  allowance,  which  was  2lbs.  of 
"  bread  per  head  per  week  less  than  the 
"  allowance  to  felons  confined  in  oar 
"jails."  His  only  anstter  (ifit  might  be 
called  an  answer)  was,  that  there  were  30 
millions  of  paupers  in  France!  He  ad- 
milted  that  the  cause  of  all  the  afflictions 
and  misfortunes  of  this  pnce  free  and 
happy  nation,  arose  from  the  state  of  the 
Representation,  and  said,  that  he  had 
always  voted  for  that  Reform,  which  was 
the  object  of  our  Address;  but  that  he  found 
"  this  to  be  on  improper  time  to  accomplish  it.*' 
On  his  being  asked  to  name  the  proper 
time,  he  declined  to  make  any  answer. 
Now,  as  all  the  Gentlemen  who  spoke 
upon  this  subject  completely  agreed  with 
Sir  John,  I  contend  it  was  a  great  victory 
obtained  over  the  enemies  of  Reform; 
for,  had  we  produced  such  an  Address,  and 
supported  it  in  the  same  language  of  truth 
three  years  back,  instead  of  having  all 
our  points  admitted  to  be  true,  only  that  it 
was  an  improper  time  to  enforce  Uiem  ;  in- 
stead of  this,  all  the  facts  would  have  been 
impudently  denied,  and  the  mildest  ap- 
pellations we  should  have  been  branded 
with,  would  have  heenjacobins  and  levellers. 
These  three  facts  were  clearly  ascertained 
and  allowed  by  all  parties  on  that  day  ; 
First,  that  it  wss  proper  the  Freeholders 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Somer- 
set should  assemble  in  County  Meeting, 
for  they  all  congiatulated  you  upon  your 
meeting ;  second,  that,  the  country  was 
in  an  awful  and  distressing  situation  ; 
third,  that  it  was  highly  necessary  that 
there  should  be  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  only 
this  was  not  the.  proper  thne  for  it,  and  that 
you,  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of 
the  County,  were  not  the  proper  men  to 
effect  it.  Pray,  who  are  the  proper  men 
to  effect  it?  Are  Sir  John  Cox  Hippesly, 
Sir  Thomas  Ackland,  Col.  Horuer,  the 
Rev.  Mr,  Trevillian,  and  Justice  Goodfard, 
likely  men  to  bring  about  Parliamentary 
Reform  ?  Do  you  believe.  Gentlemen, 
that  they  will  ever  call  you  together  and 
tell  you  now  is  the  time  for  Reform  ?  You 
saw  and  heard  them  all  on  Monday  last, 
and  if  after  this,  you  still  believe  that  they  , 
are  the  sort  of  men  likely  to  procure  you 
an  equal  and  fair  Representation  in  Par- 
liament; if  you  \\9\i  ior  i\\e&e  leading  men 
as  they  have  been  called  in  your  County, 
to  bring  about  a  Reform,  you  deserve  not 
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even  the  chance  of  ever  obtaining  it. 
What  could  you  discover  in  these  Gentle- 
men to  make  you  believe  thnt  they  will 
ever  attempt  to  tender  you  any  relief  from 
the  load  of  taxes  under  which  you  groan  ? 
Did  they  promise  you  any  such  thing  ? 
Did  they  give  you  any  reason  to  believe 
that  they  wish  to  have  your  opinion 
again?  Although  they  have  been  called 
your  leading  men,  did  they  ever  assemble  you 
in  Cognty  Meeting  ?  Will  they  ever  do 
it  ?  No,  believe  me,  never.  They  heard 
too  much  of  your  sentiments  that  day,  ever 
to  wish  to  try  the  experiment  again. 
That  day  the  united  influence  of  all  the 
leading  men,  of  all  the  magistrates,  of  all 
the  men  of  large  landed  property,  the 
coalition  of  both  parties,  the  INS  and  the 
OUTS,  and  all  their  mighty  influence, 
actively  exerted  for  the  last  three  weeks 
against  you;  and  what  has  been  the  re- 
sult? Why  tnith,  un  iccompanied  by  any 
influence,  prevailed. Although  you  di- 
vided in  a  minority  in  the  proportion  of 
.3  to  2,  yet  truth  prevailed,  and,  be  as- 
sured, there  is  now  a  firm  foundation  laid, 
for  establishing  the  future  independance 
of  the  County  of  Somerset. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 
Your  sincere  humble  servant, 
Bath,  March  (j,  1^11.  JIenry  Hunt. 


LIBEL  LAW. 

Speeches  of  Lord  Holland  and  Lord  El' 
LENBOROUGH,  in  the  Housc  of  Lords,  on 
the  A^th  of  March,  1811,  on  the  Motion 
made  hy  the  former  for  an  Inquiry  into  the 
Number  of  Informations  Ex  Officio,  filed 
hy  the  Attorney  General. 

LORD  HOLLAND  (after  some  intro- 
duction)  said  : — It  was  well  known  that 
there  were  three  modes  of  proceeding  in 
cases  of  libels — the  first  was  by  action  for 
damages,  which  had  no  reference  to  his 
Motion,  nor  had  he  the  least  intention  of 
proposing  any  proceeding  respecting  ac* 
tions,  indictments  or  informations  in  cases 
of  libel  consisting  of  private  slander,  his 
intentions  being  confined  to  proceedings 
for  public  libels.  The  second  mode  of 
proceeding  was  by  indictment  found  by 
twelve  sworn  men,  after  which  there 
must  be  the  verdict  of  twelve  men  to  con- 
vict the  party  accused  ;  and  the  third  was 
by  information.  With  respect  to  this  latter 
mode  of  proceeding,  the  informations  filed 
in  the  Crown  Oliice  against  persons  for 
libel,  there  was  formerly    scarcely    any 


diflPerence  between  informations  at  the  suit 
of  parties,  in  which  the  King  was  the  no- 
minal prosecutor,  and  informations  ex 
officio  by  the  Attorney  General.  Great 
abuses,  however,  having  arisen  in  the 
practice  of  filing  their  informations,  by 
which  in  many  instances  parties  were  op- 
pressed by  being  put  to  great  expence, 
without  ever  being  brought  to  trial,  the 
Act  of  William  and  Mary  was  passed, 
declaring  in  the  preamble  the  grievances 
which  had  arisen,  and  enacting  that  with 
the  exception  of  informations  filed  ex  officio 
by  the  Attorney  General,  no  information 
should  in  future  be  filed  without  leave  of 
the  Court,  that  the  party  obtaining  the 
information  should  enter  into  recognizance 
to  prosecute  it,  and  should  be  liable  in 
costs  to  the  Defendant,  if  the  charge  was 
groundless.  If  he  could  shew  that  the 
power  of  filing  informations  ex  officio  had 
been  abused,  that  parties  had  been  fined 
without  trial  in  the  expence  they  were 
compelled  to  incur,  although  never  brought 
to  trial,  then,  he  contended,  he  should 
lay  an  ample  ground  for  his  motion.  He 
did  not  mean  to  question  the  legality  of 
informations  ex  officio,  he  was  aware  that 
the  power  of  filing  them  rested  upon  a 
continued  stream  of  precedent  and  the  ad- 
mission of  the  law,  and  that  though,  ac- 
cording to  Sir  Francis  Winnington,  an 
obiter  dictum  of  Lord  Hale,  directly  ques- 
tioned the  legality  of  informations  ex  officio, 
yet  there  was  every  reason  to  believe  that 
Lord  Hale  never  delivered  the  opiniori 
which  he  was  thus  supposed  to  entertain. 
Yet  when  a  question  upon  this  subject  was 
under  consideration  in  Parliament,  and 
when  within  the  memory  perhaps  of  some 
who  heard  him,  men  of  the  greatest 
eminence,  Serjeant  Glynn,  Mr.  Wedder- 
burn,  afterwards  Lord  Loughborough,  and 
Mr.  Dunning,  afterwards  Lord  Ashbu^:ton, 
had  questioned  the  legality  of  informations 
ex  officio,  Mr.  Dunning  even  throwing 
down  the  gauntlet^  and  decidedly  stating, 
that  an  information  ex  officio  was  an  abuse, 
it  mignt  surely  be  an  apology  for  others 
not  leariied  iti  the  law  of  the  land  having 
doubts  of  the  legality  of  this  proceeding. 
He  did  not,  however,  intend  to  question 
the  legality  of  informations  ex  officio  ;  he 
admitted  the  force  of  a  continued  stream  of 
precedent,  and  the  admission  of  law;  the 
Attorney  General  was  considered  a  respon- 
sible officer  of  the  Crown,  and  with  a  view 
to  the  safety  of  the  government,  a  power 
was  given  to  him  to  supersede  the  neces- 
sity of  aGrartd  Jury  j  but  the  implication 
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of  the  law  undoubtedly  was,  that  this 
power  ought  only  to  be  exercised  in  .cases 
of  enormous  offence,  where  the  safety  of 
the  Government  was  at  sialic  ;  and  that 
the  parties  ought  with  convenient  speed  to 
be  brought  to  trial.  If  he  could  shew  that 
this  had  not  been  the  course,  and  that  the 
power  thus  given  had  been  abused,  he 
trusted  their  Lordships  would  not  refuse  to 
call  for  the  information  he  sought,  and 
which  might  be  derived  from  sources  that 
were  or  ought  to  be  open  to  all.  The  im- 
plication oi  law,  that  the  power  given  to 
the  Attorney  General,  of  filing  in  forma- 
tions ex  officio,  was  only  to  be  exercised 
in  cases  of  extraordinary  emergency,  was 
clearly  laid  down  in  Sir  Matthew  Hale. 
But  if  it  wasalledged  that  sir  Matthew  Hale 
had  "a  bias  against  this  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, what  said  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone  ? 
Mr.  Justice  Blackstone,  if  he  had  any 
bias,  it  was  undoubtedly  in  favour  of 
whatever  was  the  law  and  the  constitution 
of  the  country ;  yet  Mr.  Justice  Black- 
stone, in  speaking  of  this  power  given  to 
the  Attorney  General,  stated,  that  the 
object  of  giving  it  was,  that  enormous 
misdemeanors,  involving  the  safety  of  the 
state,  and  the  prosecution  of  which  did 
not  admit  of  a  moment's  delay,  might  be 
instantly  prosecuted  without  the  delay  of 
waiting  for  a  Grand  Jury.  This,  then, 
was  the  implication  of  law,  as  relating  to 
these  informations,  and  as  laid  down  by 
the  ablest  writers.  What  he  meant  now 
to  contend  was,  that  this  power  had  been 
(whether  intentionally  or  not,  God  knows) 
perverted  from  the  course  given  to  it  by 
law,  and  rendered  the  means  of  oppress- 
ing individuals,  by  the  expences  which 
they  were  forced  to  incur,  although  never 
brought  to  trial.  He  did  not  wish  to  go 
into  individual  cases,  lest  it  might  be  said 
that  he  had  a  partiality  for  one  or  other 
individual ;  but  when  it  was  found,  as  the 
fact  was,  that  from  1801  to  1807,  there 
had  been  only  fourteen  informations  filed 
tx  ojficio,  and  that  during  the  last  three 
years  there  had  been  no  less  than  forty- 
Iwo  filed,  there  surely  must  have  been  a 
most  extraordinary  increase  of  enormous 
offences.  Of  these  forty-two  informations 
only  sixteen  had  been  brought  to  trial,  and 
^y  el  notwithstanding  the  remaining  twenty- 
six  enormous  oflences,  involving  the  safety 
of  the  State,  the  Government  and  the  P<7r- 
liament  remained  where  they  were.  He 
was  afraid  that  informations  ex  officio  were 
now  converted  into  the  means  of  influence. 
\n  former  periods  they  were  used  as  the 


means  of  extortion— in  later  times  as  the 
means  of  oppression,  and  now  as  the 
means  of  influence.  If  informations  weire  , 
filed  against  the  proprietors  of  newspapers 
or  of  periodical  publications,  and  kept 
hanging  over  their  heads  in  terrorem,  must 
it  not  have  an  undue  and  improper  influ- 
ence upon  their  conduct  ? — It  was  aiji 
abuse  of  the  power  to  file  informations 
against  a  number  of  persons  proprietors  of 
newspapers  who  had  inadvertently  copied  a 
libel,  instead  of  proceeding  solely  against 
the  real  author,  where  he  could  be  ascertaia- 
ed.  It  was  his  opinion,  that  where  the  real 
author  of  a  libel  was  given  up,  and  there 
were  the  means  of  legal  proof,  that  no 
proceeding  should  be  had  against  the  per- 
sons merely  concerned  in  printing  or  pub- 
lishing it;  but  what  he  contended  against 
most  strongly,  was  the  converting  infor- 
mations of  tills  nature  into  the  means  of 
influence  by  not  bringing  the  parties  to 
trial,  and  keeping  the  informations  sus- 
pended over  their  heads.  During  the  ad- 
ministration of  his  Noble  Friend  (Lord 
Grenville)  who  he  lamented  was  not  pre- 
sent, a  worthy  friend  of  his.  Sir  Arthur 
Piggot,  was  Attorney  General,  of  whose 
innate  love  of  the  Constitution  and  emi- 
nent legal  knowledge,  it  was  superfluous 
for  him  to  speak.  By  Sir  Arthur  Piggot, 
only  one  information  ex  officio  was  filed, 
and  that  was  against  the  MORNING 
POST,  in  the  case  of  a  libel  which  had  a 
tendency  to  excite  mutiny  in  the  troops 
sent  on  a  foreign  service,  in  stating  that 
they  were  sent  to  sea  in  vessels  that  were 
not  sea-worthy.  This  was  considered  by 
those  who  consulted  with  the  Attorney 
General,  and  by  the  Attorney  General 
himself,  as  an  offence  whit;h  admitted  of 
no  delay  in  the  prosecution,  as  tending  to 
excite  mutiny  in  the  troops  and  endanger- 
ing the  safety  of  the  Government,  and  an 
information  was  therefore  filed.  That  Ad- 
ministration went  out  of  office,  and  Sir 
Vicary  Gibbs  succeeded  to  the  office  of 
Attorney  General,  who  entered  a  noii-pro- 
seqiii  upon  this  information.  It  was  said, 
that  the  real  author  of  the  libel  had  been 
privately  given  up  to  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, but  the  author  was  not  in  the  country, 
nor  had  there  been  any  proof  that  he  was 
the  author.  Was  it  the  Protestant  Letters 
in  THE  MORNING  POST  that  had  done 
this.  At  any  rate,  THE  MORNING 
POST  had  been  ever  since  supporting  the 
Administration,  and  there  was  a  strong 
ground  of  suspicion  arising  out  of  this 
transaction.    This,  however,  was  the  only 
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information  ex  officio  filed  by  the  Attorney 
General  in  the  late  Administration.  For- 
ty-two had  been  filed  in  the  course  of  the 
three  years  succeeding,  of  which,  as  he 
had  already  stated,  only  sixteen  had  been 
brought  to  trial,  —  There  v/as  another 
great  hardship  arising  out  of  the  prosecu- 
tion for  libel,  in  consequence  of  the  maxim 
established  in  law,  that  the  King  shall  pay 
no  costs.  Were  a  different  course  to  be 
followed,  no  doubt  a  very  great  additional 
expence  might  be  thrown  on  the  country. 
But  a  very  heavy  ex[)ence  of,  in  general 
he  believed,  from  (iOl.  to  lOOt.  was  thus 
thrown  upon  individuals,  who,  in  very 
many  instances,  were  by  no  means  able 
to  bear  it.  It  may  be  necessary  that  an 
Attorney  General  should  be  trusted  with 
this  excessive  power ;  it  may  be  neces- 
sary that  the  person  who  is  acquitted,  or 
against  whom  all  further  prosecution  is  re- 
nounced, should  be  obliged  to  pay  his  own 
expences  ;  but  for  that  very  reason,  there 
was  the  strongest  reason  to  watch  over 
such  an  excessive  powtr,  which,  from  its 
nature,  was  so  liable  to  be  converted,  in 
improper  hands,  into  an  instrument  of  op- 
pression. It  was  the  more  necessary  to 
watch  over  this  povver  at  present,  when  it 
was  found  that  the  only  exception  to  the 
rigour  ot  the  Attorney  General  was  the 
MORNING  POST;  that  he  selects, as  the 
objects  of  his  prosecution,  the  second  band 
parties  in  the  libel,  and  that  he  frequently 
allows  the  prosecution  to  hang  in  terroran 
over  the  heads  of  the  principals.  When 
ex  officio  informations  are  thus  liable  to  be 
converted  into  an  engine  of  power  and 
authority,  it  must  be  the  heighth  of  blind- 
ness, not  to  say  stupidity,  to  say  that  the 
power  is  not  liable  to  abase,  and  has  been 
abused, — There  were  circumstances,  too, 
which  had  a  tendency  to  make  the  abuse 
more  severely  felt,  arising  from  the  natu- 
ral wish  of  persons  in  authority  to  carry 
the  powers  vested  in  them  by  the  laws,  to 
the  utmost  extremity.  He  wished  to  call 
their  Lordships'  attention  particularly  to 
two  things  regarding  those  powers  which 
were  lodged  by  the  laws  in  the  hands  of 
the  administrators  of  justice.  The  first  of 
these  related  to  imprisonment.  He  was  of 
•opinion  that  the  power  of  imprisoning  in- 
dividuals in  difterent  jails  was  a  power 
that  was  highly  necessary  and  expedient, 
and  a  power  that  might  also  be  frequently 
exercised  to  the  advantage  of  the  culprit ; 
but  then  it  was  necessary  that  that  parti- 
cular jail  selected  for  him  should  not  be 
m  aggravation  of  the  culprit's  punishment. 


This  was  the  more  especially  necessary 
when  the  author,  the  person  who  was 
principally  guilty,  was  not  selected,  but 
the  printers  and  publishers  of  the  libellous 
production.  It  was  undoubtedly  hard  and 
cruel  to  send  these  men,  who  are  merely 
the  subordinate  agents,  to  jails  in  distant 
quarters  of  the  kingdom,  and  at  a  great 
distance  from  the  management  of  their  or- 
dinary business.— On  the  other  point  he 
did  not  wish  to  say  much,  indeed,  he 
could  have  wished  that  it  had  not  beea 
necessary  for  him  to  have  touched  on  it 
at  all,  namely,  the  subject  of  Special  Ju- 
ries, But  as  so  many  various  reports,  so 
many  various  insinuations,  founded  or  un- 
founded, have  been  in  circulation  relating 
to  Special  Juries,  an  investigation  into  the 
subject  became  imperiously  necessary. 
The  observation  of  Lord  Hale  gave  a 
countenance  to  an  unfavourable  opinion 
of  Special  Juries ;  for  it  was  that  great 
man's  opinion  that  the  application  of  Spe- 
cial Juries  was  not  so  favourable  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  as  that  of  Common 
Juries,  If  that  opinion  was  entitled  to 
weight  formerly,  it  was  entitled  to  much 
more  now  :  very  material  alterations  had 
taken  place  regarding  Special  Juries  ot 
late  years.  So  late  as  the  latter  end  of 
the  reign  of  George  the  Second,  it  w-  -n 
the  option  of  both  parties  in  any  suit, 
whether  the  cause  should  be  tried  by  a 
Special  Jury  or  by  a  Common  Jury,  The 
law,  however,  expressly  provides  that  in 
capital  cases  no  Special  Juries  shall  be 
allowed.  What  does  the  law  mean  in 
this  ?  Does  it  not  mean  that  Special  Ju- 
ries are  less  favourable  to  the  criminal 
than  Common  Juries  ?  When  life  or  limb 
are  at  stake,  a  Common  Jury  can  alone  tr\- 
the  crime.  He  did  not  say  that  Special 
Juries  were  less  favourably  disposed  to  a 
defendant  than  Common  Juries;  but  he 
said  that  it  was  necessary  to  enter  upon 
an  inquiry,  to  prove  to  the  world .  what 
foundation  there  was  for  such  an  opinion. 
If  there  is  no  foundation,  if  the  opinion  is 
erroneous,  it  is  bad  policy  to  endeavour 
to  stifle  all  inquiry.  If  no  abuse  shall  be 
found  to  exist,  the  circumstance  should  be 
made  as  clear  as  day,  and  the  public  will 
be  satisfied.  He  did  not  mean  to  throw 
anv  imputations  on  the  administration  of 
that  justice,  for  the  administration  of  justice 
ought  not  only  to  be  completely  pure,  but 
should  not  even  be  suspected.  It  became, 
therefore,  the  more  necessary  not  to  shrink 
from  enquiry  at  present.  When  Special 
Junes.were  not  aUowed  when  life  pr  VmSo 
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was  concerned,  that  circumstance  alone 
gave  a  right  to  enter  upon  an  inquiry.     It 
was  not  his  intention,  at  present,  to  prove 
anything  against  Special  Juries  ;  but  he 
was  entitled  to  say,  that  persons  accused 
of  a  libel  were  exposed  to   this  disadvan- 
tage, that  they   were   proceeded  against 
in  a  way  not  allowable  in  capital  offences, 
and  that  they  were  tried    by  juries  not 
allowable   in    capital     prosecutions. — He 
begged   to   call    their    Lordships'    atten- 
tion to  the  policy  of  the  mode  of  proceed- 
ing in  regard  to  libel.    Of  all  punishments, 
the   object  ought  undoubtedly  to  be  the 
example  which  it  holds  out.     But  taken 
in  this  point  of  view,  in  what  respect  is 
the  prosecution  of  libel  proper  and  advan- 
tageous to  the  community  ?     'J'he  crime 
is  not,  but  the  consequences  of  it  are  in- 
creased a  hundred  fold.     If  libels  appear, 
as  they  most  frequently  do,  in  periodical 
publications,  they  are  doomed  to  live  but 
for  a  very  few  days  ;  but  if  they  are  again 
revived  by  the  ex-officio  information  of  an 
Attorney-General,   the    greatest  possible 
diffusion   is  thereby  given  to  them,  and 
the  consequences  of  the  offence  become 
enormously  aggravated  and  increased. — 
From  the   circumstances  which  he   had 
stated,  from  the  cases  which  he  had  ad- 
duced, and  the  enumeration  of  hardships 
to  which  individuals  were  liable  in  con- 
sequence of  this  abuse,  it  would  naturally 
be  inquired,  what  was  the  remedy  he  had 
to  propose  ?     The  subject,  however,  was 
not  in  that  stage  in  which  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  give  his  opinion  of  the  nature 
of  this  remedy.     It   might  be,  perhaps, 
proper  that  something  should  be  proposed 
in  the  shape  of  a  resolution  for  the  procur- 
ing of  the  prevention  oi  ex-qfficio  informa- 
tions against  those  concerned  in  periodi- 
cal publications  after  the  lapse  of  a  cer- 
tain time;  to  compel  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral either  to  bring  the  person  accused  to 
trial,  or  to  enter  a  noli  prosequi,  or  to  state 
to  the  Court,  from  the  difficulty  of  procur- 
ing witnesses,  or  some  other  material  cir- 
cumstance, for   instance,   why   the    trial 
could  not  proceed  within  a  limited  time ; 
and  for  the  sake  of  pioviding  that,  after 
the  obtaining  of  a  verdict,  judgment  shall 
immediately  follow,  or,  at  least,  that  that 
circumstance  shall  be  in  the  discretion  of 
the  Court.     These  were  the  three  most 
material  points  to  be  secured.     In  saying 
this,  he  did  not  mean  to  censure  the  con- 
duct of  the  Attorney  General.     He  was 
av*are  of  the  many  estimable  qualities  of 
tbat  Learned  Gentleman.    It  was  ueces- 
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sar^',  however,  that  that  conduct  should 
be  inquired  into,  and  that  the  fullest  ex- 
amination should  take  place. — With  re- 
spect to  the  Act  of  the  4th  William  III. 
allowing  costs  to  persons  exposed  to  ex- 
pences  by  unfounded  prosecutions,  it  was 
certainly  an  Act  founded  on  the  princi- 
ples of  substantial  justice.  He  well  knew, 
however,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  Law 
of  England  to  subject  the  Crown  to  th^ 
payment  of  costs.  But  he  thought  that 
there  should  be  some  check  to  the  power 
of  the  Attorney  General  in  filing  ex-officio 
warrants  ;  and,  notwithstanding  what  is 
said  of  the  dangers  resulting  from  the 
licentiousness  of  the  press,  it  was  possiblei 
he  thought,  to  reconcile  the  public  good 
with  justice  to  the  individual. — And  with 
regard  to  the  licentiousness  of  the  Press, 
he  said  their  Lordships  were  not  fully 
judges  of  the  subject;  for  if  their  Lord- 
ships were  to  look  back  to  the  history  of 
any  free  country,  they  would  always  find 
that  in  the  opinion  of  men  in  power  the 
present  period  was  the  period  which  was 
most  licentious.  It  would  be  advantage- 
ous to  look  to  former  periods  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  own  country,  to  times  in  which 
some  of  our  most  celebrated  classical  pro- 
ductions made  their  appearance.  In 
them  there  will  be  found  attacks  upon  the 
men  in  power,  and  the  measures  adopted 
by  them,  certainly  to  say  the  least  of 
them,  not  yielding  in  any  thing  to 
what  is  to  be  seen  in  the  productions  of 
the  present  day.  Let  them  take  Pope  for 
an  example,  and  reflect  on  the  severity  of 
some  of  his  productions;  and  yet  those 
productions  subjected  him  to  no  prosecu- 
tion. Mr,  Pope,  however,  was  certainly 
never  thought  very  well  of  by  the  Go- 
vernment under  which  he  lived.  Look 
to  several  of  the  productions  of  Swift — 
look  to  many  of  the  libels  which  have 
been  severely  punished  at  former  periods 
in  the  history  of  this  country,  and  then 
look  back  to  the  libels  which  had  occurred 
within  the  last  three  or  four  years.  He 
did  not  mean  to  justify  the  licentiousness 
of  the  press;  but  it  did  not  follow  that 
every  thing  Avhich  might  be  construed 
into  a  libel  was  deserving  of  punishment. 
The  danger  of  too  strict  an  interpretation 
of  the  laws  on  this  subject  was  greater 
than  from  an  opposite  conduct;  for 
there  was  much  greater  danger  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  the  press  becoming  the 
instrument  of  persons  in  power,  and  pros- 
tituted for  the  purpose  of  maintaining^ 
prejudice  and  delusion,  than  from  beipg 
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abused  by  persons,  who,  for  the  sake  of  a 
livelihood,    migiu  choose    to    indulge    in 
principles  of  malignity.      His   Lordship 
then  said  that  many  persons  would  assent 
to   the   truth  of  these  observations,  who 
would  say  that  they  were  all  very  proper, 
and    deserving  of  attention    in   ordinary 
Cases ;  but   the   French    Revolution    had 
quite    altered  thfe  nature  of  things,   and 
Vv'hat  might  formerly  have  been  expedient 
was  now  to  be  avoided.     At  the  period  of 
the  French  Revolution,  he  never  could  be 
brought  to  entertain   ail  opinion  of  any 
danger  to  be  apprehended  by  this  country 
from  the  adoption  of  very  diit'erent  sen- 
timents ;  but  when  those  sentiments  were 
entertained  during  the  French  Revolution, 
they  were  then  at  least  intelligible.    Now, 
however,  at  the  distance  often  years  from 
that  event,  when  the  dangers  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  doctrines  diffused  by  the 
French  press  was  no  longer  in  existence, 
he  could  not   see  what   application    the 
French   Revolution    could    have    to    the 
question.     It  reminded  him  of  a  Gentle- 
man, who  whenever    he   was    urged    to 
make  a  speech  on  any  particular  subject, 
or  to  make  any  great  exertion  whatever, 
used   to   allege  that  he  could  once  have 
done  so,  before  he  had  the  meazles.     In 
this  way  he  could  not  imagine  what  the 
French   Revolution   had   to   do   with  the 
discussion  of  the  present  question.     It  has 
been  said  that  in  times  of  great  danger, 
any  restrictions  upon  the    power  of  the 
Crown  upon  this  subject,  would  endanger 
the  power  of  this  country,  and  add  to  the 
power  of  the  enemy.     What  attachment 
there  could  be  in  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try to  the  enem}^  it  was  beyond  his  power 
to  see.     Amongst  all  the  odious  acts  of 
that  enemy  there  was  nothing  so   odious 
and  abominable,  nothing  so  destructive  of 
the  interests,   and  inimical  to  the  policy 
of  the    people  over   whom   he   ruled,  as 
his  vile  restraints  on    the  liberty  of  the 
press.      It  may   be  said,  indeed,  of  the 
liberty    of  the    press,    that    it    may    be 
licentious,  that  it  may  lead   Jo  excesses, 
and  that  it  may  even  ultimately  lead  to 
scenes  of  bloodshed  and  confusion.     But 
when  he  allowed  this,  he  certainly  carried 
the  principle  of  danger  as  far  as  it  could 
go.     It   was  not   fitting   to    ascribe    evil 
qualities  to  the  liberties  of  the  press,  which 
that   liberty    did    not   possess.     It    could 
never  engender  in  the  mind  of  a  native  of 
this  country   a  love  to  Buonaparte,  or  a 
hatred  to  this  country.     Whatever  may 
"be  thought  of  the  bad  conseijuenges  whigh 


accompanied  the  freedom  of  the  ancients, 
and  of  the  excesses  with  which  their  his- 
tory abounds,  no  man  will  yet  venture  to 
assert  that  the   licence  of  speech  which 
they  enjoyed  diminished  in  them  the  in- 
clination of  at  all  times  opposing  a  foreign 
foe.   That  very  French  Revolution,  against 
which  so  much   abuse  had   been  poured 
out  in  this  country,  was  a  remarkable  ex- 
ample in  proof  of  what  he  had  been  as- 
serting.    Did  that  liberty  deaden  the  op- 
posiuon  of  the  French  nation  to  a  foreign 
enemy?     The   evils   of  that   Revolution 
may  be  stated  to  have  exceeded  the  bene- 
fits derived  from  it;  and  it  may  be  also 
stated  that  the  advantages  of  the  excessive 
liberty  of  the   press  was  more  than  coni- 
Dcnsated  by  its  disadvauiages  ;  but  surely 
it  will  not  be  insisted  'hat  it  facilitated 
the  way  to  foreign  invaders.     That  very 
liberty  of  the  press  which  Buonaparte  has 
thought  fit  to  suppress,  was  found  to  be 
the  most  powerful  instrument  in  extend- 
ing the  conquests  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion.    What  could  be  more  extravagant 
than  to  imagine   that  the  people  on  this 
side  of  the  Channel,  a  people  attached  to 
their  own  habits  and  manners,  should  ever 
become  attached    to  the    enemy  of  this 
country.     All   reasoning  and  all  experi- 
ence would  lead   to  a  very  opposite  con- 
clusion.    It  was  the  maxim  of  our  ances- 
tors that  when  the  country  v/as  in  danger, 
and  when  every  degree  of  sacrifice  and 
privation  became  the  duty  of  the  subject, 
then  was  the  time  to  begin  the  redress  of' 
grievances,  that  all  hearts  might  be  united 
in  a  common  cause.— His  Lordship  then 
moved  for  A  list  of  all  the  individuals  prose- 
aitedonEx  Officio  Informations  for  libel,  from 
January  1801  to  January  1811,  and  of  ths 
number  of  persons  convicted  in  conseqtience 
thereof  during;  that  period. 

LORD  FiLLENBOROUGH  could  not 
see  any  grounds  in  the  statement  made  by 
the  Noble  Lord  which  called  upon  their 
Lordships  to  grant  the  production  of  the 
documents  moved  for.  In  the  whole  of 
that  statement  there  was  but  one  instance 
adduced  as  a  proof  of  the  abuses  alledge^ 
to  have  prevailed,  and  even  that  instance 
was  not  at  the  side  of  severity — it  was  a 
case  wherein  a  noli  prosequi  was  entered  by 
the  Attorney  General  in  the  progress  of 
an  information  against  the  Morning  Post  : 
and  was  it  on  account  of  such  an  exercise 
of  discretion,  at  the  side  of  lenity  too,  that 
their  Lordships  were  called  upon  to  range 
through  such  a  mass  of  papers  as  the  mo- 
tion comprehended  i    The  time  included 
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was  from  1801  to  1310.  He  was  aware 
that  that  was  a  period  which  took  in  the 
time  in  which  so  buLul)le  an  individual  as 
himself  had  the  boti^ur  of  filling  the  situa- 
tioD  of  Attorney  General.  Whether  ihe 
Noble  Lord  meant  to  refer  to  his  conduct, 
he  knew  not ;  but  as  ihe  Noble  Lord  was 
silent  with  respect  lo  it,  and  made  no  allu- 
sion to  it,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
defend  what  had  not  been  attacked  ;  at 
the  same  time  he  must  say,  in  reference 
to  those  Learned  Gentlemen  who  have 
succeeded  him  in  that  office,  that  he  did 
feel  that  their  discharge  of  their  public 
duty,  and  their  discretion  in  the  discharge 
of  it,  ought  not  to  be  put  to  the  question 
upon  grounds  lightly  or  captiously  taken 
up.  He  did  not  see  why  persons  in  such 
stations  ought  to  be  made  the  objects  of 
invidious  investigation  upon  grounds  of 
hazardous  conjecture.  As  for  the  infor- 
mation sought  for,  what  could  the  Noble 
Lord  lear-n  from  those  documents  which  he 
did  not  know  already  ?  If  there  were 
any  matter  of  special  interest  to  which  he 
was  anxious  to  refer,  every  facility  in  his 
(Lord  Ellenborough's)  power  should  not 
be  wanting  to  the  Noble  Lord,  to  enable 
him  to  come  at  the  reo,uired  fact ;  but  he 
was  afraid  that  this  was  not  the  sort  of 
facility  that  was  either  wished  for  or  ex- 
pected. He  had  reason  to  know  that  the 
facility  with  which  inquiry  in  certain  cases 
had  been  made,  was  painful  to  the  parties 
making  it.  They  might  have  their  own 
reasons  for  wishing  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  the  information  sought  for;  but  with 
respect  to  one  information  required  by  the 
Noble  Lord,  if  he  had  as  yet  met  any  ob- 
stacle, 4hat  obstacle  he  (Lord  Ellenbo- 
rough)  should  cheerfully  assist  to  remove; 
but  it  was  not  to  be  informed  that  the  No- 
ble Lord  had  brought  his  present  motion. 
The  Noble  Lord  had  talked  in  a  high  tone 
of  an  obiter  dictum  of  Lord  Hale's.  If 
Lord  Hale  had  ever  said  so,  which  he 
(Lord  E.)  believed  he  never  had,  hjs 
judgment  must  have  been  as  dormant 
as  in  such  case  he  must  have  wished 
the  law  itself  to  have  been  ;  but  he  never 
said  so ;  it  was  not  to  be  creaited  that  a 
man  so  perfect  in  his  knowledge  of  the 
laws  and  the  Constitution  as  Lord  Hale 
was,  could  possibly  have  said  so.  The 
law  of  informations  not  the  law  of  the 
land  !  What  was  law  if  this  was  not  ?  for 
it  had  been  made  law  by  the  same  autho- 
rity that  had  made  all  the  laws  that  held 
the  Government  together.  It  was  as  much 
l»w  as  that  which  gaye  the  Noble  liOrdthe 
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right  of  speaking  in  that  House— it  was  as 
much  law  as  the  law  which  put  the  Crowu 
of  this  realm  on  the  brow  of  the  Sove- 
reign ;  but  he  would  recommend  the 
Noble  Lord  to  trace  back  the  law  of  infor- 
mations. He  could  recommend  him  a 
book  upon  that  subject,  and  would  refer 
him  to  the  case  to  be  found  in  page  119 
of  Shower's  History  of  the  Law  of  Infor- 
mations. He  would  there  find  the  law  of 
Information  to  be  as  old  as  the  Common 
Law.  If  the  Noble  Lord  questions  the  ex- 
diency  of  the  law,  why  not  propose  that 
fit  be  repealed  ?  but  while  it  is  law,  law  un- 
doubted and  acknowledged,  let  him  not 
question  its  legality — (Here  Lord  Hol- 
land intimated  that  he  never  had  disputed 
its  legality)— the  authority  of  Mr.  Dun- 
ning, unquestionably  very  high  authority, 
and  which  had  been  so  often  cited  by  an- 
other Noble  Lord,  had  been  here  relied  on 
against  this  law.  He  was  certainly  good 
authority,  but  not,  perhaps,  at  the  side  at 
which  he  had  been  quoted,  as  he  had  him- 
self taken  an  active  part  in  libel  prosecu- 
tions, and  often  pocketed  the  fees  under 
this  very  law.  But  it  seemed  that  it  had 
been  made  more  grievous  by  recent  en- 
actments. He  had  expected  something 
from  the  Noble  Lord  that  night  against 
the  Indictment  Bill.  When  the  Noble 
Lord  formerly  opposed  that  Bill,  he  did 
not  expect  that  this  opposition  would  then 
have  concluded — nondum  finitns  Orestes. 
The  Bill  here  alluded  to  was  an  act  mado 
within  the  last  four  years,  giving  the  At- 
torney-General power  to  hold  persons  to 
bail,  against  whom  informations  ex  officio 
had  been  filed.  On  receiving  notice  of 
the  Noble  Lord's  present  motion,  he  was 
curious  to  know  how  often  this  Bill  had 
been  acted  on.  He  inspected  the  ne- 
cessary documents  accordingly.  And 
now  he  would  ask  their  lordships  hovr 
often  did  they  think  this  Bill  had  been 
acted  upon  since  its  enactment  ?  but 
cnce  in  the  whole  four  years;  there  was 
but  one  solitary  instance  of  its  being 
acted  upon— and  he  would  tell  their  Lord^ 
ships  in  what  case  that  was — the  case  of  a 
man,  one  Gorman,  who,  after  having  been 
prosecuted  ibr  a  libel,  and  after  an  infor- 
mation had  been  filed  against  him,  had  th« 
hardihood  to  publish  it  again — And  yet 
this  was  the  mighty  abuse  of  that  act — 
this,  {'ovsooth,  was  one  of  the  ruinous 
stretches  of  power  which  threatened  th<s 
Government  with  subversion,  and  put  the 
subjects  ofQeorgethe  Third  on  a  par  with 
those  of  Buoaai>ai te !    He  knew  nothing 
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more  to  be  deprecated  in  tlrat  House  than 
violent  and  vague  declamations,  resting 
upon  no  grounds  (Hear !  hear  !  from 
Lord  Holland.)  He  was  aware  to  what 
he  subjected  himself  by  what  had  fallen 
from  him.  The  Noble  Lord  might  call  all 
that  he  had  said  a  mere  tirade;  but  in  all 
that  he  had  said,  did  he  not  bottom  him- 
self on  facts.  (Hear!  hear!  from  Lord 
Holland.)  The  cries  of  the  Noble  Lord 
could  not  convince  him  that  he  had  not. 
He  was  used  to  tumults  and  alarms— they 
never  yet  could  put  him  down.  Were  he 
to  die  the  next  momentj  he  never  would 
yield  for  one  moment  to  tumult.  The 
Noble  Lord,  if  not  towards  him  (Lord  E.,) 
might,  at  kaet  in  courtesy  towards  the 
House,  adopt  a  different  tone  of  exclama- 
tion. He  repeated  that  he  knew  nothing 
more  mischievous  in  its  tendency  than  in- 
oculating the  public  mind  with  ground- 
less apprehensions  of  imaginary  evils. 
Where  there  has  appeared  to  him  any  in- 
stance of  going  beyond  the  limits  of  a  wise 
discretion,  it  had  never  passed  unbranded 
by  him.  His  abhorrence  of  the  licentious- 
ness of  the  pres^  was  founded  upon  his 
love  of  liberty,  which  burned  as  strong  in 
his  breast  as  in  that  of  the  Noble  Lord. 
If  there  was  one  mode  more  efficacious 
than  another  to  ruin  the  liberty  of  the 
country,  it  was  by  generating  that  ground- 
less distrust  in  the  great  Officers  of  Jus- 
tice, which  such  needless  and  vexatious 
jealousy  was  calculated  to  inspire. 

LORD  HOLLAND  claimed  of  their 
Lordships'  justice,  their  attention  for  one 
moment.  He  appealed  to  their  recollec- 
tion, both  as  to  what  had  been  said  by 
him,  and  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  had 
been  attempted  to  be  answered.  He 
would  not  say,  merely,  that  the  Learned 
Lord  had  not  slated  the  facts,  but  that  he 
had  stated  what  was  directly  contrary  to 
the  facts ;  the  Learned  Lord  had  charged 
him  with  denying  the  legality  of  infor- 
mations. He  had  not  only  not  denied 
their  legality,  but  had  avowed  his  convic- 
tion of  their  legality.  When  the  Learned 
•Lord  complained  of  want  of  courtesy,  he 
should  himself  shew  more  courtesy  to  the 
recollection  of  the  House  (here  Lord  Ellen- 
borough  niotmred  to  rise).  The  Learned 
Lord  who  had  been  so  long  in  the  habit  of 
enforcing  the  laws  elsewhere,  ought  to  be, 
at  least,  so  far  skilled  in  the  laws  and  or- 
ders of  that  House,  as  to  know  that  no 
Noble  Lord  had  a  right  to  interrupt  ano- 
ther wiiile  in  the  act  of  explanation. 
There  were  'other  points  to  which,  in 


strict  explanation,  he  could  not  now  per- 
haps refer,  though  it  did  fall  within  the 
limits  of  general  parliamentary  explana- 
tion to  advert  to.  He  had  stated  many 
other  grounds,  besides  the  solitary  one 
commented  on  by  the  Learned  Lord. 
Why  was  the  Learned  Lord  wholly  silent 
upon  the  numbers  of  informations  which 
had  been  filed  within  a  limited  period  ? 
Was  not  this  a  ground,  and  had  he  not 
stated  it?  Had  he  not  also  stated  the 
time  which  in  many  instances  had  beeA 
allowed  to  elapse  between  the  informa* 
tion  and  the  trial  ?  Was  this  no  ground  ? 
Had  he  not  also  mentioned  the  practice  of 
hanging  over  the  heads  of  the  persons  ac- 
cused, informations  which  had  been  after- 
wards abandoned  ?  The  Learned  Lord's 
speech,  he  repeated,  was  throughout  a 
complete  mis-statement  and  misappre- 
hension of  his  facts  and  reasoning.  He 
should  reserve  what  else  he  had  to  say  for 
his  reply  at  the  end  of  the  debate. 

LORD  ELLENBOROUGH,  in  expla- 
nation, said,  that  while  the  Noble  Lord 
was  professing  not  to  dispute  the  legality 
of  informations,  he  was,  in  fact,  question- 
ing it. 

After  a  pretty  long  debate,  the  House 
dirided,  12  for  the  motion  arid  24-  against 
it. 
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the  President  Mr.  MAorsoN,  \2  Jan. 
1811. 

Letter  to  the  American  Secretary  of  Statefrom 
Mr.  Pinknej/.  London,   5  Nov.  1810. 

Sir, — I  have  presented  a  second  note,  of 
which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  to  Lord  Welles- 
ly,  on  the  subject  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, under  an  impression  that  the  state  of 
the  King's  health  (for  which  I  beg  to  refer 
you  to  the  paper  herewith  transmitted)  did 
not  render  it  improper,  and  that  if  it  was 
improper  on  that  account,  it  was  indis- 
pensable on  every  other. — The  day  had 
gone  by  when  the  Berlin  and  Milan  De- 
crees were  to  cease  to  operate,  according 
to  the  communication  made  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  France  to  the  American  Mi- 
nister, at  Paris,  and  published  in  the  of- 
ficial journal  of  that  Government  :  and 
yet  no  step  whatever  had  been  taken,  or 
apparently  thought  of,  towards  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  British  Orders.  I  had  received 
no  explanatiori  of  the  reasons  of  this  back- 
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wardness,  and  no  such  assurnnce,  looking 
to  the  future,  as  could  justify  an  opinion 
that  it  would  not  continue.  Lord  Welles- 
ley's  letter  of  the  31sl  of  August,  which  I 
had  left  unanswered  till  the  1st  of  Nov. 
thatl  might  stand  on  the  strongest  possible 
ground  when  1  did  answer  it,  made  no 
profession  of  its  being  a  present  measure, 
and  (though,  from  obvious  motives,  1  have 
not  so  represented  it  in  my  note  to  him) 
was  vague  and  equivocal  as  a  prospectiTe 
pledge.  It  defined  nothing,  and  was  so 
far  from  warranting  any  specific  expec- 
tation, that  it  seemed  rather  to  take  away 
the  very  little  of  precision  which  belonged 
to  former  declarations  on  the  same  point. 
It  was  highly  important  to  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  that  this  ambiguity 
should  be  cleared  away,  with  all  practi- 
cable expedition  ;  and  if  it  could  not  be 
removed,  that  no  presumption  should  be 
aftorded  of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  to  acquiesce  in  it.  My  note 
to  Lord  Wellesley  was  written  and  deliver- 
ed upon  these  inducements. — In  the  King's 
actual  situation,  the  Orders  in  Council 
can  scarcely  be  formally  recalled,  even  if 
the  Cabinet  are  so  inclined  ;  but  it  does 
not  follow  that  something  may  not  be 
done,  though  I  have  no  reason  to  think  that 
any  thing  will  be  doi)e,  which  may  be 
productive  of  immediate  advantage  :  and, 
at  any  rate,  prepare  the  way  for  the  de- 
sired repeal. — I  am,  Sir,  with  great  con- 
sideration, &c. — Wm.  Pinkney. 

Mk.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wellesley. — Great 
Cumberland  Place,  Nov.  3,  18J0. 

My  Lord  ; — In  my  note  of  the  25th  of 
August,  I  had  the  honour  to  state  to  your 
Lordship,  that  I  had  received  from  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris,  a  letter  dated  the  ()th  of 
that  month,  in  which  he  informed  me, 
that  he  had  received  from  the  French 
government,  a  written  and  official  notice, 
that  it  had  revoked  the  Decrees  of  Berlin 
and  Milan  ;  and  that  after  the  1st  of 
November  those  Decrees  would  cease  to 
have  any  effect ;  and  I  expressed  my  con- 
fidence, that  the  revocation  of  the  British 
Orders  in  Council  of  January  and  No- 
vember, 1807,  and  April,  1809,  and  all 
other  orders,  dependent  upon,  analogous 
to,  OP  in  execution  of  them,  would  follow 


of  course.— Your  Lordship's  reply  of  the 
31st  of  August  to  that  note,  repeated  a 
declaration  of  the  British  Minister  in 
America,  made,  as  it  appears,  to  the  Go- 
vernmeiit  of  the  United  States,  in  Febru- 
ary, 1808,  of  "  His  Majesty's  earnest 
desire  to  see  the  commerce  of  the  world 
restored  to  that  freedom  which  is  neces- 
sary for  its  prosperity,  and  his  readiness 
to  abandon  the  s^'stem  which  had  been 
forced  upon  him,  whenever  the  enemy 
should  retract  the  principles  which  had 
rendered  it  necessary  ;"  and  added  an 
official  assurance,  that,  "  Whenever  the 
repeal  of  the  French  decrees  should  have 
actually  taken  effect,  and  the  commferce 
of  neutral  nations  should  have  been  re- 
stored to  the  condition  in  which  it  stood 
previously  to  the  pr6mulgation  of  those 
decrees,  his  Majesty  would  feel  the 
highest  satisfaction  ia  relinquishing  the 
system  which  the  conduct  of  the  enemy 
compelled  him  to  adopt." — Without  de- 
parting in  any  degree  from  my  first  opi- 
nion, that  the  United  States  had  a  right 
to  expect,  upon  every  principle  of  justice, 
that  the-  prospective  revocation  of  the 
French  decrees  would  be  immediately 
followed  by  at  least  a  like  revocation  of  the 
Orders  of  England,  I  must  remind  your 
Lordship,  that  the  day  has  now  passed 
when  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
edicts,  as  communicated  to  your  Lordship 
in  the  note  above  mentioned,  and  publish- 
ed to  the  whole  world  by  the  Government 
of  France  in  the  Monileur  of  the  9lh  of 
September,  was  by  the  terms  of  it  to  take 
effect.  That  it  has  taken  etlect  cannot  be 
doubted ;  and  it  can  as  little  be  questioned, ' 
that,  according  to  the  repeated  pledges 
given  by  the  British  Government  on 
this  point  (to  say  nothing  of  various  other 
powerful  considerations)  the  prompt  re- 
linquishment of  the  system  to  which  your 
Lordship's  reply  to  my  note  of  the  25th 
of  August  alludes  is  indispensable. — I  need 
scarcely  mention,  how  important  it  is  to 
the  trade  of  the  United  States,  that  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain  should  lose 
no  time  in  disclosing  with  frankness  and 
precision  its  intentions  on  this  head.  In- 
telligence of  the  French  repeal  has  reach- 
ed America,  and  commercial  expeditions 
have,  doubtless,  been  founded  upon  it. 
(To  he  continued.) 
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"  Aid  slighted  Tryth  with  thy  peisuasi\'e  Etiajn, 

"  Teach  enipg  inao  to  spurn  llie  love  of  gniii ; 

"  Tcnclx  hiin,  that  States,  of  native  strength  posEess'J, 

"  TlJoJi;;!!  VPry  poor,  may  still  be  very  b'ess'd ; 

*'■  That  Tfade'p  proud  prnpire  hastes  to  swift  decay, 

"  As  ocean  sweeps  the  labour'^!  mole  away ; 

"  WbLie  self-dependent  pov/'r  can  time  dtfy, 

"  As  rocus  resist  tlie  billows  and  the  sjq'." Goldsmith, 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

CoMMERCTAL    Relief    (Continued   from 

page  500). In   my  last,  at  the   page 

here  referred  to,  I  coiiclucled  some  obser- 
vations on  the  proposition,  then  and  now 
before  the  House  of  Commons,  for  lending 
part  of  the  money,  raised  iu  taxes,  to  cer- 
tain merchants  and  manufacturerf  The 
loan,  as  I  then  stated,  is  proposed  to  be 
made  in  Exchequer  Bills,  which  are,  in  fact, 
nothing  more  than  promissory  notes  issued 
hy  the  Government,  and  bearing  an  interest, 
payable  by  the  government.  Bnt,  though 
this  is  an  issue  of  notes,  it  weighs  upon 
the  people  j  because,  that  which  the  go- 
Ternment  issues  in  this  way,,  for  the  use 
and  advantage  of  private  persons,  it  has 
not  to  issue  for  the  use  andadvantage  of 
the  public  at  large ;  so  that,  in  fact,  it  is 
making  use  of  the  public  resources  for  the 
benefit  of  individuals;  it  is  making  tjie 
people  at  large  pay  taxes  to  be  lent  to 
private  persons  in  order  to  sustain  them  in 

their  trade. And,  it  is  very  well  worth 

observation,  that,  at  the  very  time  that  this 
project  is  going  furvvard,  the  governmerrt, 
has  just  accomplished  the  very  neat  object 
of  making  a  loan  for  the  use  of  the  public,  under 

the  shape  of/«nrfe:g  Exchequer  Bi'i3  !• 

This  is  a  curious  operation;  but  it  does, 
perhaps,  with  some  persons,  require  to  be 

explained    a    little. 1   have  just  said, 

that  KxchequfT  Bills  are  promissory  notes, 
issued  by  t/ie  governntcnt,  and  bearing  an  in- 
terest as  long  ?s  they  are  out. Some- 
times (aod  U3uailv,  indeed)  they  avs  paid 
off,  aft+^r  a  certain  time,  and  then  they  be- 
come exunguished.  But,  nt  other  times, 
they  undergo  a  transmutation  called /«nrf- 
ing;  thao  is  to  say,  the  holders  of  them  give 
up,  aiiu  leceivi;  ^/oci" or  F2«jc?5  in  exchange 
foi  thf  ui ;  and  thus,  a  nevr  parcel  of  Siock  or 
National  Dehi,  is  created;  and  that  which 
was,  at  hrst,  a  note  of /;a«i  out-standing 
agaiust  the  nation  becomes  a  mortgage  upon 
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its  taxes.  The  case,  in  fact,  is  just  th«j 
same  as  that  of  an  individual,  who,  having 
a  note  or  bond  out,  for  wh'ch  he  pays  the 
holder  interest,  and  finding  himself  unable 
to  pay  off  the  note  or  bond  at  the  appoint- 
ed time,  gets  the  holder  to  give  it  up,  and 
take,  in  lieu  of  it,  a  mortgage  upon  his 
estate;  with  this  difference  only,  that.  Iri 
the  case  of  the  individual  the  real,  sol :d_, 
immoveable  estate  is  taken  as  security  ; 
while,  in  the  former  case,  the  holder  has 
no  security  but  upon  the  taxes,  that  is  to 
say,  the  mere  income  of  the  nation.—- — 
Such  is  the  nature  of  that  operation,  that 
pretty  work,  so  "thrivingly  carried  on  by 
"  the  great  statesman  now  no  more,"  cailt'd 
funding  of  Exchajuer  Bills,  which,  as  tlrt; 
reader  will  clearly  see,  is  only  another 
nanie  for  a  loan.  So  that,  to  return  to  cur 
subject,  while  t!ie  nation  is  going  to  lend 
money  to  the  merchants  and  manufacturers 
to  prop  thent  up  ;  while  it  is,  by  the  mea- 
sure now  proposed,  going  to  lend  to  one 
part  of  the  community,  it  is,  at  the  same 
moment,  horro^virig  from  another  part  of 
the  community  ;  upon  which,  surely,  it  is 
necessary  to  do  ijothin-g  more  than  ;usi 
ack  this  oueslivn  :  What  would  be  said  of 
the  steward  and  attorney  of  any  Gentle- 
man, if  they  were  to  lend  his  money  upon 
bonds  or  notes  or  pawns,  white  his  aflair,"? 
were  in  such  a  vv'ay  as  to  make  it  nece> 
say  to  mortgage  his  estates  r— — In  ano- 
ther part  of  this  Number  will  be  found 
the  Report,  made,  last  week,  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  on  the  subject  of  this  loan 
to  the  oierchants  and  manufacturers.  I 
beg^  the  reader  to  turn  to  this  Report,  and 
to  go  ihroughlbe  whole  of  it  very  carefully; 
for,  unless  he  does  that,  he  will  not  fully 
understand  the  matt-en^  ■  The  Committee 
state  that  the  extent  of  the  failure:,  qf 
manufacurers  has  been  very  great,  pn;;^- 
ticuiarly  in  ."Scotland  ;  and  upon  the  e\  i- 
dence  of  Sip.  Robekt  Peel  (who  giive 
..£.1 6,000  t©  a  Yoiunlary  subscription  for 
Y 
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carrying  on  the  war  against  the  Jacobins 
and  Levellers,  who  has  since  been  made  a 
Baronet,  and  whose  son  is  in  office, under 
the  government),  the  Committee  state, 
that  Uje  liianut'acturers  in  Lancashire  have 
fallen  from  40  to  dO  per  centum  in  value  ; 
that  the  greatest  of  them  have  been  forced 
to  reduce  their  work  one  third  ;  others 
one  half;  and  others,  to  discharge  their 
workmen  altogether ;  and,  that  those 
workmen  who  were  continued  in  employ- 
ment worked  at  one  half  of  their  former 

wages. They  state  also,  that  the  extent 

of  the  evil  amongst  the  owners,  or  holders 
of  West  India  produce  is  very  great ;  but, 
tlicy  do  not  apprehend,  that,  in  the  cloth- 
ing line,  the  evils  are  of  such  an  extent  as 

to  call  for  parliamentary  aid. Well, 

ihis  is  a  pretty  picture  to  be  sure.  People 
•topping  payment  with  half  a  million  of 
debts,  in  promissory  notes,  out  against 
them.    What  a  sweep  of  ruin  and  misery  ! 

' But,  what  is  the  cause?    Aye,  the 

cause;  that  is  what  we  arc  next  to  look 
fo- — —They  state,  as  one  great  cause,  the 
want  oirdurns,  that  is  to  say,  payments,  for 
the  immense  quantities  of  goods  sent  to 
South  America,  in  the  first  place.  V/hy, 
did  I  not  say  that  this  wonld  be  the  case  ? 
Did  I  not  warn  the  cfiunhy  against  it,  at 
ihe  tiite  ?  Did  I  not  tell  the  manufacturers 
what  would  be  the  consequence  of  their 
shipping  goods  thither  ?  Yes,  and  I  was 
called  a  Jacobin  for  my  pains  ;  I  was  ac- 
cused oi'  undervaluing  our  glorious  conquests; 
and  was  represented  as  a  man  who  repined 
at  my  country's  succfsscs.  Those  who  so 
called  me  have  now  their  reward.  Time, 
which  tries  all  things  and  docs  juslice  to 
every  body,  has  paid  those  calumniators 
in  the^r  proper  coin;  that  is  to  say,  m 
paper  as  worthless  as  that  through  vihich 
the  base  calumnies  against  me  were  pro- 
/nulgated. In  commeiuing  upon  zh  ar- 
ticle describing  the  speculations  to  the  Bra- 
sjfe,  I  said  :  "  Tlrere  needs  no  assurance,, 
"  on  the  part  of  this  writer,  to  convince 
**  me,  thai  the  event  has  produced  great 
*' satisfaction  amongst  the  inhabitants  of 
*' Finsbury  Square  and  Thames  Street; 
"  nor  have  I  the  least  doubt  that  the  Bra- 
*'  zils  will  soon  become  a  grand  out-let  for 
*'  the  produce,  or  fruits,  of  the  induslry  of  the 
*'  people  ofEnglandi  having,  indeed,  shewn 
*'  in  ray  former  Number,  that  this  would 
"  be  the  case.  But  I  see,  in  this,  nothing  to 
me  satisfaction,  and  nothing  that 
give  satisfaction  to  any  man, 
*»  who  has  the  good  qf  England  at  heart."* 

'^  Register,  Vol.  XII.  p.  2,  Jan.  2,  180S. 
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Again,  in  another  part  of  my  work,  I 
said  :  "  Already,  we  are  told,  that  a  hun- 
"  dred  thousand  pounds,  taken  out  of  the 
"  taxes  of  England,  has  been  sent  off,  in 
"  specie,  to  the  Brazils,  to  assist  her  most 
"  faithful  majesty.  And  this,  after  all,  is 
"  the  result  of  that '  glorious  event/  which 
"  was  to  produce  so  much  good  to  Eng- 
"  land !  When  will  this  commercial  and 
"  colonizing  rage  cease  to  beggar  and  en- 
"  slave  us  r  Never,  till  the  Corruptions, 
"  which  are  found  to  be  so  conveniently 
"  carried  on  through  the  medium  of  cora- 
"  mercial  and  colonial  associations,  are 
"  banished   by  a  wholesome   change.'"* 

Over  and  over  again  did  I  exhort  my 

countrymen  not  to  be  deceived  by  the 
representations  in  the  Morning  Post  and , 
the  other  bragging  news-papers.  I  ex* 
horted  them  not  to  suffer  any  one  to  per- 
suade them  to  send  their  property  to  the 
Brazils.  I  assured  them,  and  I  proved 
to  them,  that  the  adventure  must  be  at* 
tended  with  ruin.  My  advice,  grounded 
upon  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  subject, 
was  scouted,  and  not  without  imputation^ 
upou  my  "  loyalty :"  and  the  advice  of 
presumptuous  igriorance,  joined  to  hj'po- 
critical  zeal  for  the  royal  cause,  was  fol- 
lowed. The  adventurers,  and  those  who 
trusted  them,  now  feel  the  consequences  : 
consequences  the  just  reward  of  their 
credulity  ;    or,  rather,  of  their  perv£rse- 

ness  in  preferring  falshood  to  truth. - 

I  have  said  all  this  before;  and  it  will  not 
be  the  last  time  that  I  wjl!  din  it  in  their 

ears. -The   Committee    say,    however, 

that   there   are  other  causes ;    and,  they  ' 
must  have  bad  a  preUy  good  face  if  they 
had  attempted  to   dcuy    or   disguise    the 
frict.    li  comes  out  with  manifest  reluc- 
tance ;  but,  out  it  comes,  and  it  is  this,  or, 

ratiier,  the    causes    are    these. Great 

part  of  the  rciurns,  they  say,  for  manufac- 
tures sent  to  thc5  West  Indies,  come  home 
in  sugar  and  coffee,  which  remain  on  hand 
for  want  oi'  a  market;  aye,  and  that  is  the 
case  too  with  the  manufactures,  else  why 
have  i\\^y  fcUcn  in  value  from  40  to  60  pet 
Centura  ?  ll  is  the  want  of  a  market  all 
through  the  story  ;  for,  the  non-payment 
for  goods  sent  to  the  Brazils  would  not 
have  layered  tin  value  of  those  in  England, 
There  is  scarcely   any  one  brute  enough 

to  believe  that. The  Committee  state, 

that,  as  to  West  India,  goods,  the  glut  is 
enormous ;  and  that  there  is  no  market  for 
it ;  and  they  add,  in  speaking  of  the  pro- 
duce from  Guadaloupe  and  the  other  con- 

*  Register,  ibid,  p.  175,  Jan.  30,  180S. 
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nuered  islands,  that  even  our  conquests 
liave  largely  contribuiecl  towards  the  pre- 
sent alarmin^  distress  !  Aye !  indeed  ! 
Butj  did  I  never  tell  you  this  before  ?  Did 
it  want  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  find   out  this  ?     Oh,  no  !    i  tohl 

cny  readers  of  it  long  ago. If  he  turn 

to  Vol.  13  (the  last)  at  page   106^  he  will 

find    the    following    passage  : "  I 

"  thought,  that,  the  other  day  ;  or,  at 
*'  most,  but  a  few  months  ago,  I  heard  the 
"  cannon  tire  for  the  takiog  of  Giiada- 
"  loupe.  And  so  I  did.  And  I  heard  of 
*•  new  governor^  and  judges  and  officers 
*'  without  end  r.ppointed  to  rule  this  new 
<*  conquest.  Well,  and  what  does  it  bring 
"us?  What  is  our  gain  in  it?  More 
"  sugar  and  more  coffee  to  be  added  tv  the 
"  immense  loads  ah'eady  rotting  in  our 
"  warehouses,  and  the  want  of  a  market 
"  for  which  is,  as  we  are  told,  one  ol  the 
*'  causes  of  the  blowing  up  of  the  Wiil- 
*'  shire  paper-money.  Yes,  we  fire  can- 
*'  nons ;  we  make  bonfires ;  wc  rejoice  at 
"  the  taking  of  an  island,  the  produce  and 
'•  the  inhabitants  of  which  must  perish,  or 
"  the  former  must  be  l)ro«ght  to  England 
"  to  assist  in  producing  the  effects  uovv 
♦'  witnessed  at  Salisbury  arid  in  Ireland.^' 
. These  sentiments  were  strongly  re- 
probated by  "  the  loyal,'*  at  the  time  they 
were  published,  .and  the  Morning  Post 
and  the  Courier  affirmed,  that  I  mourned 
over  the  glories  of  my  country  ;  that  I  was 
a  fallen  and  miserable  wretch  myself,  aad 
that  I  wish  to  pull  others  down  to  the 
same  state. ■■  ■  -But,  nov/,  behold  !  here  in 
a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
saying  the.  same  thing,  expressing  the 
same  sentiments  ;  and,  which  delights  me 
beyond  measure,  giving  a  practical  de- 
monstration of  their  truth.  Here  it  is,  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  declared  that  our 
conquests  have  contributed  towards  the 
distresses  of  the  country.  So  that,  our 
fleets  and  armies  have  been  employed,  at 
this  rate,  for  some  purpose  !  This  is  not 
an  assertion  made  in  the  way  of  speech,  ft 
is  contained  in  an  authentic  report  from  ;i 
Select  Committee  consi.sting  of  gxeat  mer- 
chants, maiiufacturers  and  politic-al  econo- 
mists. It  is  their  ,!;;inion,  well  weighed 
and  decidedly  cxpe-  t-d,  that  our  con- 
quests have  been  one  of  the  causes  of  the 
failures,  distress,  and  misery  that  now  per- 
vade the  country  — =. — Look  well  at  this, 
reader.  Consider  well  v.hat  these  con- 
quests have  cost..  How  many  millions  in 
taxes ;  how  much  in  appointments  and 
lalaries  and  pensions  which  end  not  j  how 


--^Commercinl  Relief.  t^^f 

many  thousands  of  lives!  And,  all  this 
for  what?  Why,  as  it  now  stands  de- 
clared in  this  Report,  as  it  now  stand* 
confirmed  by  a  vote  of  the  Honour- 
atile  House,  and  -^^  'he  records  of  Parlia-. 
ment  will  hereafter  show  ;  it  will  thus 
stand  recorded,  that  all  this  treasure 
and  blood  have  been  expended  to  pur- 
chase for  the  country  failures,  distress, 
misery,  such  as  are  described  in  the  Re- 
part;  to  purchase  bankruptcies  wilhoi'4 
end  ;  to  purchase  the  means  of  rendering 
the  country  more  exposed  to  the  attacks 
of  the  enemy.  Such  are  the  effects  of  the 
conquests,  which  were  such  favourites  of 
"  the  great  statesman  now  no  more,"  and 
which,  by  him  and  his  equally  wise  suc- 
cessors, have  been  called  "  the  tnili;  Bri^ 
tisli  objects  of  the  war."- — -The  Com- 
mittee do  not  say,  that  any  part  of  the 
evil  has  arisen  from  the  decrees  cf  the  Em- 
peror Napoleon.  They  do,  indeed,  talk  of 
other  causes;  but  they  do  not  speak  out 
here.  They  mention  the  exclusion  of  the 
British  flag  from  Europe;  but  they  are 
extremely  shy  upon  that  part  of  the  sub- 
ject. Well  they  may  !  The  merchants 
and  manufacturers  of  the  description  now 
applying  for  relief,  were  the  great  cause 
of  the  war  againstthe  Jacobins  and  Level- 
lers, v>  hich  v/ar  has  now  produced,  or,  ra- 
ther, is  beginning  to  produce,   its  natural' 

effects.' The   American  States  are  also 

mentioned  with  a  great  deal  of  shyness- 
It  is  merely  observed,  that  the  American 
ships  are  no  longer  permitted  to  be  the  car- 
riers of  West  India  produce  to  the  Conti- 
nent of  Europe.  Ts'ot  a  word  about  the 
Orders  in  Council  and  the  dispute  with 
America,  which  Orders  (whether  wise  in 
themselves  or  not)  have  been  the  sole  cause 
of  the  effect  here  stated  as  a  great  evil.— — . 
But,  in  certain  Resolutions  of  a  Meeting 
of  Mercliants  of  London,  and  the  Depu- 
ties from  Glasgow  and  Paisley,  on  the 
12th  of  last  month,  there  is  a  cause  assign- 
ed that  will  make  the  reader  stare. ^ 

These  Resolutions  state,  "  that  the  distress 
"  which  in  the  origin  was  considered  to 
"  be  attvib'Uable  to  the  imprudent  specu- 
"  lations  to  South  America,  has  been  in  a 
"  certain  degree  occasioned  by  other  cir- 
"  cumstances  of  a  different  nature,  zndfar 
"  more  extensive  influence.  That  the  system 
"  of  wart^housing  goods  for  re-exportation, 
"  witfout  payment  of  duty,  and  the  events 
"  of  the  tv.-o  last  years,  have  made  Great 
"  Britain  the  emporium  of  the  trsde,  not 
<■  only  of  the  Peninsula,  but,  also  of  the 
"  Brazils,  Spanish  Americ?-,  St.  Domingo 
Y  2  " 
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"  Guadaloupe,  ^c.  but  erpii  of  countries 
"  under  the  direct  influence  of  the  enemy, 
"  whose  traders  have  been  anxious  to 
"  avail  themselves  of  the  PROTECTION 
"  0.F  BRITISH  LAWS,  and  the  HONOUR 
"  OF  BRHISH  i^IERCHAlNTS— that  the 
'"  POWER,  W^EALTII,  AND  HIGH 
"  CilARACTER  of  the  nridon  have  in 
"  f.Kt  connibuted  TO  PRODUCE  A 
"  MOST  ALARMING  EVIL.  And  the 
"  Tiieasiaxs  of  the  enemy  having,  been  especi- 
"  ally  directed  to  the  picveuting  the  ex- 
'■^  portaiion  (if  tlic  iannense  quantities  of 
■■  i:'.UMrh,iiKiize  of  all  descriptions  thus  ac- 
••■  cu;)!-.dat:  d,  the  COKSEaUENCES  are, 
"'that  'iHE  GOODS  ARE  BECOME  A 
"  -BURTllEN,  and  the  advances  to  the 
"owners  0:1  account,  and  the  payment  of 
"  freij'ht  and  insurance,  have  become  griev- 
''  ousj  in  such  a  degree  as  to  threaten 
"  TI-IE  MOST  SOLID  AND  RESPECT- 
"ABLE    HOUSES    WITH   ALL   THE 

"  EVILS  OF  INSOLVENCY.'-'- This 

is  something  like  the  thing  !  This  is  fa- 
moush'^  fine  !  There  is  immortality  stamp- 
ed upon  the  very  front  of  this!  There 
never,  surely,  vvas  any  thing  like  this  ut- 
.tered  before.  Yet,  it  is  no  hasty  efi'usion. 
It  is  not  the  language  of  a  drunken  toast 
at  a  London  Tavern  Dinner;  at  a  Turtle 
feast;  at  a  meeting  of  Turtle  Patriots. 
It  is  a  document  of  authority  sufficient  to 
be  subjoined  to  the  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee,  and  to  be  placed  upon  the  re- 
cords of  the  House  of  Commons;  and 
here  it  is  directly  slatted,  in  so  many  words, 
that  the  protection  of  Br'uhh  laivs,  the  honour 
of  Bntish  merchanls  (in  the  existence  of 
which  latter  we  must  believe,  of  course, 
'since  they  themselves,  who  ought  to  be 
the  best  judges  of  their  own  hearts,  have 
declared  the  fact),  the  xvcalth,  poiver,  and 

'M(^!i  character  of  the  nation  have luhat  ? 

Why,  contributed  to  produce  a  most  alarm- 
ing evil.'     Bravo!     Take  wind,  and   at  it 

again. This  v:eah/i  has  had  the  effect 

of  exposing  the  most  solid  and  respectable 

houses  to  all  the   evils  of  insolvency! 

Thc:r8  !  If  any  thing  like  that;  or,  com- 
ing within  many  degrees  of  it  ever  was 
uttered  before,   I'll  suffer  my  hand  to  be 

chopped  off". No  :  it  is  not  'asealth  that 

you  mean.  You  mean  paper-money ; 
you  mean  promises  to  pivmise  to  pay.  You 
mean  bills  and  sloclc  and  the  like,  all  which, 
niy  good  gentlemen,  are  so  many  certai^i 
signs  of  tlie  vjant  of  ivealtli,  the  only  true 
sign  of  which  is  real  money.  That  the 
»ort  of  wealth  of  which  you  speak,  or  to 


the  producing  of  a  most  alarming  evil,  I 
know  very  well ;  and  I  only  beg  you  to 
note,  that  it  is  not  ivealih ;  but  the  sign  of 

a  want  of  wealth. "  The  potucr  of  the 

"  nation."  Here  you  are  wrong  again. 
It  is  not  ihc  poiver  of  the  nation  that  has 
caused  Napoleon  to  shut  the  ports  of  the 
Continent  of  Europe  against  you.  Oh, 
no!  it  \s  luant  of  poiver  in  us  to  prevent 
him  from  doing  it.  If  we  could  have  pre- 
vented it,  he  would  not  have  united 
Flanders  and  Holland  and  the  Hans  Towns 
to  France  ;  he  would  not  have  taken  pos- 
session of  Italy  and  Naples;  he  would  nojt 
have  forced  Prussia  and  Russia  and  Swe- 
den to  shut  us  out;  he  ^^ou!d  not  huvo 
broken  up  Spain  and  Portugal...  He 
would  not  have  done  this,  if  we  had  had 
poiver  to  prevent  it ;  he  has  done  this, 
and  this  it  is  that  has  produced  the 
evil ;  and,  how,  then,  do  you  make  it 
out,  that  the  evil  has  arisen  from  the 
g}-eat  poiver  of  the  nation  ?  Ay !  you 
could  not  bring  yourselves  to  acknowledge 
the  real  fact  ;  but  whether  3/02^  saw  it  or 
not,  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  particularly 
Napoleon,  will  see  it ;    and,  you  may  be 

assured,  that  he  will  act  accordingly. . 

But  these  merchants  do  confess  (with 
what  consistency  let  the  reader  say),  that 
"  the  measures  of  the  enemy"  preventing 
the  exportation  of  our  merchandize, 
have  produced  this  consequence,  that  the 
goods  are  become  a  burthen  ;  and  they 
further  say,  that  this  threatens  even  the 
most  solid  and  respectable  houses  with  all  the 

evils    of  insolvency.— Enough  I     There 

needs  no  more.  It  is  finished.  Where 
Napoleon  had  one  douanier  he  will  now 
have  two.  The  efficacy  of  his  measures, 
the  complete  success  of  them,  is  here 
most  explicitly  recognized.  The  British 
merchants  here  declare,  and  the  parlia- 
ment receives  and  promulgates  the  decla- 
ration, that,  if  Napoleon  persevere  in  his 
measures,  the  commerce  of  tiiis  country 
must  be  ruined  ;  that  insolvency  must 
come  upon  the  most  solid  establishments. 
If  the  Emperor  of  France  does  not  be- 
lieve (his,  what  will  he  believe  }  And,  if 
he  be  not  hereby  encouraged  to  persevere 
in  his  measures,  what  upon  earth  can  give 

him  such  encouragement  ? Why  wa» 

this  declaration  made  ?  It  was  necessary  to 
make  out  the  case  of  distress  and  to  lay 
the  ground  for  a  claim  for  relief;  else  it 
cerfAinly  would  not  have  been  made.  Tha 
tendency  of  it  as  to  the  enemy  must 
been    manifest  enoiigh  ;    but  if  not 


J , ,  - lave   been    mamlest  enough  ;    but  .,  ...^„ 

Which  you  allude,  has  contributed  towards    -stated,  there  was  nothing  w'hereou  to  claiia 
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relief.  It  will,  however,  tend  to  aggravate 
the  evil  ;  for,  it  is  impossible  for  any  man 
not  to  perceive,  that  the  system  of  Na- 
poleon will  now  be  more  rigorously 
enforced  than  ever.  We  have  novy  told 
him,  that,  if  he  persevere,  '.ve  are  totally 

ruined  in  commerce. So  much  for  the 

nature,  extent ,  ?indi  cause  o^  the  failures  and 
misery  prevailing  ;  now,  as  to  the  remedij 
recommended  by  the  Committee,  which 
is  simply  the  lending  to  certain  merchants 
and  manufacturers,  in  Exchequer  bills, 
the  sum  of  6,000,000  of  pounds  of  Bank 
Paper,  which,  according  to  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson's  statement,  is  worth  seventeen  shil- 
lini^s  in  the  pound.  The  precedent  for  this 
measure  is  drawn  from  the  achievements  of 
"  the  great  statesman  now  no  more,"  who 
made  a  similar  loan,  but  to  a  less  amount, 
in  1793,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  against  the  Jacobins  and  Levellers.* 
But,  very  different  indeed  were  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times.  There  the 
stoppage  of  trade  was  merely  temporary. 
France  was  soon  crippled  in  her  navy. 
The  rest  of  Europe  was  all  open  to  us, 
and  so  were  the  American  States.  There 
was  no  power  in  the  world  able  to  throw 
any  material  impediments  in  the  way  of 
a  revival  of  commerce.  Now  what  is  the 
case  ?  Why,  there  is  nothing  in  it  of  a 
temporary  aspect.  The  system  of  Napoleon 
is  a  settled  thing ;  durable,  at  least,  as 
his  life  ;  and,  though  he  has  very  poor 
health,  and  has  had  all  the  disorders  that 
the  human  frame  is  subject  to ;  though 
he  has  been  dying  a  thousand  times, 
and  dead  several  times  ;  still  he  is, 
somehow  or  other,  able  to  plague  us, 
and  has  even  lately  married  and  is  about 
to  become  the  father  of  a  family.  His 
system  is  a  settled  established  thing,  as 
much  so  as  our  custom-house  system;  and 
there  is  no  more  hope  of  seeing  it  done 
away,  than  of  seeing  the  Bourbons  upon 
the  throne  of  France  or  the  Stadtholder 
replaced  in  Holland.     And,  as  I  have  be- 

*  It  appears  by  the  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  for  the  issue  of  Exchequer 
'Bills  in  1793,  to  assist  commercial  men, 
that  the  whole  number  of  applications 
for  loans  was  332,  and  the  amount  of  the 
suras  applied  for  3,855,62}'/. — of  these 
238  were  granted,  and  the  amount  lent 
was  on  personal  security  2,015,000/.  on 
deposit  of  goods  187,200^.  total  2,202,200/. 
The  whole  sum  was  repaid,  a  considerable 
part  before  it  became  due,  and  the  re- 
mainder regularly  at  the  stated  periods. 


fore  amply  shown,  not  only  are  the  Ame- 
rican ports  shut  against  our  goods,  but,  it 
is  the  policy  of  the  American  Government 
that  they  should  continue  shut  against  our 
goods;  and,  further,  that  it  cannot  be 
more  than  four  or  five  years  before  Ame- 
rica will  be  able  to  export,  in  large  quan- 
tities, those  sorts  of  goods  which  she  has 
heretofore  imported  from  England.  Let 
any  man  read  Mii.  Livingstone's  book 
upon  the  subject  of  sheep  and  wool,  and 

doubt  of  this  if  he  can. 1  shall  be  told, 

perhaps,  that  Mr.  Perceval  has  said,  that 
"  he  looked  fcrivard  to  the  probability  of 
"  neiv  openings  presenting  themselves  hy 
"  degrees,  and  to  the  progressive  vent  of  tlie 
"  goods  now  locked  up  in  our  warehouses." 
I  dare  say  he  had  my  last  Saturday's  pro- 
position in  his  eye ;  but,  if  he  had  not,  I 
wish  he  had  named  those  new-openings  to 
which  he  \odk&di  forward;  or,  at  least  some 
of  them.  Porf2<^a/,  indeed,  and  S/>ajft,  which 
are  upon  the  eve  of  being  delivered,  as  we 
are  told  by  the  Morning  Post,  may  pre- 
sent new- openings ;  for,  it  is  pretty  clear 
that  the  people  will  stand  in  need  of  al- 
most every  necessary  of  life  by  the  time 
that  they  are  completely  delivaed  of  the 
French.  Other  new  openings  than  these 
two  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  discover,  un- 
less we  can  destroy  the  power  of  Napoleoa 
in  the  rest  of  Europe,  for  the  doing  of 
which  I  do  not,  however,  pretend  to  say- 
that  Mr.  Perceval  and  his  colleagues  may 
not  have  devised  the  means.— —The  sum 
of  ^6,000,000  was,  however,  voted  with- 
out a  division,  inthe  House  of  Commons, 
on  Monday  the  11th  instant,  upon  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Perceval,  Mr.  Whit- 
bread  intimated  his  intention  of  moving 
for  an  inquiry  as  to  what  partof  the  money 
(or  rather  bills)  was  received  by  members  of 
the  Honourable  House;  but,  as  this  is  a  ra- 
ther *'  delicate"  matter,  we  will  leave  it 
untouched  for  the  present. It  was  re- 
peatedly acknowledged  in  the  debate,  that 
a  market,  that  customers,  that  backs  to  wear 
and  mouths  to  swallow  the  goods,  were 
wanted;  and,  indeed,  the  whole  of  what  I 
said,  in  my  last  Number,  was  fully  con* 
firmed;  though  no  one  sppetirs  to  have 
thought  of  my  remedy,  to  which  I  beg  leave 
again  to  refer  the  reader;  and  I  cannot 
help  repeating  my  earnest  wish  to  see  it 
adopted. Why  should  we  go  wander- 
ing about  ihe  world  for  customers,  while 
we  have  such  an  ample  market  at.  home  ? 
We  are  acting,  in  this,  like  jNIk.  Brougham 
and  the  other  emancipators  of  the  Black 
Slaves,  who  seem  always  to  forget,  that 
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there  are  any  other  in  the  world,  and 
especially  within  their  reach ;  and,  I 
shall  certainly  never  give  them  much 
credit  for  their  endeavours,  as  long  as  I 
see  them  pass  quite  unnoticed  the  Scai- 
lags  in  the  Hebrides.  "  f-harity  begins  at 
"  home,"  and  so  ought  humanity.  I  have 
no  objection  to  doing  all  that  can  be  done 
for  the  Black  Slaves.  I  have  no  objection 
to  see  the  trade  and  the  slavery  all  done 
away.  But,/;s/  let  us  do  all  that  can  be 
done  in  the  Hebrides  Why  should  these 
island-i  not  hiive  our  attention  f  A  Clergy- 
man of  the  Church  of  Scotland  has  written 
and  published  a  comparison  between  the 
treatment  of  the  Negroes  and  that  of  He- 
bridians,  and  he  gives  the  prefertnce  to  the 
former.*  I  will,  therefore,  never  hear  of 
humanilT/  as  connected  with  measures  in 
favour  of  the  Black  Slaves,  while  a  part  of 
rny  own  countrymen  are  in  tiiis  situation. 
— — -7'o  return  to  the  subject  before  us,  it 
is,  I  think,  as  clear  as  daylight,  that  the 
re/ze/" proposed  to  be  given,  and  now  voted 
b}'^  the  House  of  Commons,  can  have  none 
of  the  effects  which  its  advocates  seem  to 
anticipate,  Mr.  Richard  Wellesley,  in 
his  maiden  speech,  cXj:ressed  his  confidence 
in  "  the  revivin'g  spirit  of  the  British  mer- 
"  chant;"  but,  is  this  measure  a  sign  of  itf 
Mr.  Henry  Thornton,  in  the  debate  on 
Monda3%  said,  that  "  he  wished  the  loan 
"  to  be  applied  on  a  chariiable  and  humane 
*'  principle."  Good  lack  !  What,  a  loan 
lo  our  great  merchants  and  manufacturers 
upon  principles  of  charity  zxiA  humanity ! 
Does  this  savour  of  a  reviving  spirit  ?  Mr. 
CuRWKN  (I  quote  the  Morning  Chronicle) 
said,  "  ihat  it  was  impossible  not  to  see, 
•*  tha.t  public  confidence  "was  gone ;  and,  that 
"  this,  therefore,  rendered  the  measure  im- 
"  periouE,  though  all  the  mouey  lent  were 
*'  finally  to  be  lost."  But,  without  ask- 
ijig  for  the  ivhy  or  the  wherefore  here,  if  it 
be  true,  that  public  confidence  is  gone, 
Tvhat  becomes  of  the  reviving  spirit  that  Mr. 

Richard  Wellesley  talked  so  much  oi? 

That  man  mutt  be  most  completely  hood- 
winked, who  sees  any  hopes  of  revival  of 
the  commercial  spirit,  wliich,  of  course,  is 
engendered  and  kept  alive  by  the  prospect 
ofgain.  Ind<  ed,  he  must  be  very  stupid 
who  does  not  sec,  that  commerce,  1  n-.ean 
external  coinmercc,  has  run  its  nice;  atul  that 
it  is  now  producing  all  those  effects,  which 

*  Tr.iv<  Is  in  the  Western  Hebrides,  from 
1782  to  1790.  By  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Bu- 
CHANNAN,  A.  M.  Missionary  to  ihtt  Isles 
from  the  Church  of  Scotland* 


the  Abbe  Raynal  long  ago  delineated,  and 
which  he  said  would  lake  place  if  ever 
France  became  mistress  of  the  Continent, 
or  acquired  a  great  and  decided  preponde* 
ranee  in  the  affairs  of  Europe.  He  was  a 
friend  to  England,  because  he  lonked  upon 
her  as  a  Intend  to  freed  m;  and  hf-  ;  here- 
fore  lamented,  that  she  seemed  lo  i'^  c>ban- 
doned  to  a  system,  which,  if  persevered 
in,   must   fnully    lead    to  a  »  rssli   which 

might  endanger   her    indepcn(itice. 

Commerce,  in  its  free  and  na-  'i^l  course, 
produces  many  good  eifects  besides  tha»  of 
the  extension  of  knowledge,  which  is  ge* 
nerally  accompanied  with  an  extension  of 
virtue  and  of  freedom;  bur,  when  it  swells 
out  to  an  extent  that  makes  the  country 
dependent  upon  other  countries  ;  when 
it  grows  into  great  masses  and  compa- 
nies, and  when  these  become  closely 
connected  with  the  government  ;  then 
commerce  becomes  an  enormous  evil  ; 
and,  whoever  will  candidly  trace  the 
present  external  dangers  of  the  coun- 
try to  their  real  source,  will  find  them  to 
have  arisen,  in  a  great  measure,  from 
commerce.  The  war  against  the  Jacobins 
and  Levellers  \vas  full  as  much  a  war  of 
commerce  as  of  aristocracy.  Between 
them  they  succeeded  in  putting  down  the 
democrats  ;  but,  what  have  either  of  them 
gained  b}'^  it  ?  The  merchants  and  great 
manufacturers  subscribed  and  resolved  and 
toasted  and  addres-sed  in  favour  of  a  war 
against  the  Jacobins  and  Levellers.  Well : 
they  succeeded.  They  said  and  they  swore 
that  all  *that  Pitt  did  was  right.  They 
stood  by  him  in  every  thing.  And,  shall 
%hey  now  complain,  when  the  natural 
consequences  of  the  contest  begin  (for 
they  are  only  beginning)  to  come  upon 
them  ?  They,  perhaps,  do  not  wish  to 
look  at  the  matter  in  this  light;  but  that 
is  no  reason  why  we  should  not.  Because 
they  do  not  like  to  look  back  to  the  glo- 
rious days  of  Pitt  and  Sik  Brook,  there  is 
no  reason  why  the  people  should  not  take 
the  retrospect.  Noiu  is  the  time  to  look 
back  ;  when  men  complain  of  an  evil  and 
call  upon  you  to  assist  them,  you  have  a 
right  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  evil. 
They  will  freely  go  back  as  far  as  the 
decrees  of  Napoleon,  and  endeavour  tor 
enlist  your  feelings  against  him  as  the 
enemy  of  us  all.  Aye;  that  is  very  welt; 
but,  who  was  it  enabled  Napoleon  to  put 
such  decrees  in  force?  Whose  plans  and 
execution  was  it  that  gave  him  the  pos- 
session of  those  countries  whence  he  now 
excludes  our  commerce  ^  Who  was  it  that 
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made  France  an  armed  nation ;  who 
caused  her  to  pour  forth  a  million  of  men 
to  subdue  Europe;  who  goaded  her  into 
this  ?  "  What  signifies  talking  of  that 
*'  now?"  Oh  !  it  does  signify  a  great  deal 
to  talk  about  it;  and  now  is  the  very  time, 
because  you  are  now  feeling  the  eiiecls  of 
it,  and  because  it  is  of  infinite  importance 
to  us  all,  that  the  real  authors  of  the  evil 
complained  of  should  be  known.— —At 
any  rate,  the  Jacobins  and  Levellers  had 
no  hand  in  it.  They  were  beaten.  They 
were  compelled  to  hold  their  tongues. 
You  had  all  the  affairs  of  the  nation  in 
your  own   hands.      You  did   \vhat   you 

? leased,  anaongst  you,  with  its  resources, 
ou  made  war,  you  made  peace,  you  made 
war  again  ;  and  you  did  wiiat  you  liked. 
Never  were  the  Pittites  one  single  day 
without  a  decided  majority  in  parliament. 
You  will  say,  that  the  people  were  with 
you.  Be  it  so.  1  am  not  at  nil  solicitous 
about  that.  All  that  I  conte'.-'d  for  is,  that 
the  Jacobins  and  Levellers  isad  nothing  at 
all  to  do  with  any  of  the  measures,  which 
have  produced  the  present  state  of  things. 
If  you  are  well  off;  if  you  like  your  situa- 
tion ;  if  you  think  it  an  enviable  state,  it  is 
well;  but,  be  it  good,  be  it  bad,  all  I  have 
to  say  is,  that  the  Jacobins  and  Levellers 
had  no  hand  in  producing  it. 

Libel  Law.— —I  subjoin  the  speeches 
qF  Lord  Erskine  and  Lord  Eldon  upon 
the  Ex  Officio  Liforraations  ;  but  have 
no  room  for  any  observations  here,  and 
can  only  recommend  them  to  the  atten- 
tive perusal  of  the  reader. 

W^.  COBBETT. 
State  Prison,  Newgate,  Tuesdaj/, 
March  12,  18  il. 


LIBEL  LAW. 
LoBDs  Erskine  and  Eldon 's  Sp:cilies,in 
the  House  of  Lords,  on  the  Aith  inst.  on 
Lord  Holland's  Motion  for  an  Account 
of  Informations  Ex-officio,  filed  hy 
the  Attorney  General, — (See  Lord  Hol- 
land's Speech  at  V.  593^. 

Lord  Erskine  said,  that  in  his  way  of 
considering  the  subject  before  the  House, 
it  was  not  necessary  that  his  noble  friend, 
who  had  moved  for  the  Informations  filed 
within  the  last  ten  years,  should  be  able 
to  establish  by  evidence  a  probable  ground 
of  abuse  to  entitle  him  to  have  the  papers 
he  asked  for.  It  would  be  sufficient  for 
him  to  show  that  from  any  cause,  from  the 


increase,,  for  instance,  of  printing  and  of 
periodical  publications,  a  very  large  body 
of  the  people  were  daily  subject,  in  the 
Exercise  of  useful  and  honest  occupations, 
to  a  prosecution,  not  attempted  to  be  vin- 
dicated  by  the   greatest  law  authorities, 
but  as  an  anomaly  in  the  Constitution  for 
the  punishment    of    enormous   oftendera 
against  the  very  existence  of  the  State. 
On  this  principle  he  admitted  that  Infor- 
mations ex  officio  were  as  ancient  as  the 
law,  and  were  suffered  to  remain  by  the 
statute  of  King  William,  when  Informa- 
tions by  the  King's  Coroner  were  taken 
away.     But  if  these  Inf^Trraaiions,  instead 
of  being  applicable  as  fcrmerlj^  to  a  very 
smnll  number  of  persons  upon  extraordi- 
nary occasions,  became  applicable  to  or- 
dinary abuses  or  mistakes  by  all  persons 
engaged  in  printing,  it  became  tlie  duty    / 
of  Parliament  to  enter   into   an   inquiry 
upon  the  subject,  and  even  without  the 
suggestion  of  an  abuse,  to  provide  a  pro- 
tection against  State  Prosecutions  for  mis- 
demeanors analogous  to  those  which  the 
statute  law  had  long  enacted  for  the  secu- 
rity   of   persons    arraigned    for  treason* 
against  the  State.     In  ordinary  criminal 
cases  the   law,  though  universally  indul- 
gent, thought  it  necessary  to  keep  within 
limits  the  privileges  of  parties  accused.— 
A  man,  accused  of  felony,  may  be  prose- 
cuted at  any  period.     There  is  no  statute 
of  limitation  to  secure  him  when  his  wit- 
nesses may  be  absent  or  dead.     He  hear§ 
the  indictment  read  for  the  first  time  by 
the  clerk  of  the  arraigns  when  he  is  put 
upon  his  trial ;  he  has  no  copy  of  it  deli- 
vered to  hira  ;  he  knows  nothing  of  the 
case  intended  to  be   made  against  him  ; 
he  is  a  stranger  to  the  witnesses  who  are 
to  prove  it,  and  he  can  have  no  counsel  to 
make  his  defence  to  the  Jury,  but  only  to 
argue   matters   of    law   with    the    court. 
Such  is  the  naked  condition  of  a  prisoner, 
when  his  adversary  is  a  private  man.    But 
when  he  is  accused  of  High  Treason,  he 
is  covered  all  over  with  the  armour  of  the 
law.     He  has  a  giant  to  fight  with  when 
he  has  to  encour>ter  the  whole  weight  and 
influence  of  the  Crown,  and  he  is  protected 
accordingly.  The  indictment  must  be  pre-« 
ferred  within  three  years  from  '.he  commis- 
sion of  the  crime.  "  Every  principle  of  li- 
mitation of  time,  as  enacted  in  cases  of 
Treasons,  surely  applies  with  tenfold  force 
to    prosecutions   for  Libels,  but  above  ail 
to  periodical  publications.    Treasons  may 
be  most  secret,  and  most  generally  are  so. 
They  may  not  be  discovered  till  long  after 
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three  years;  but  still  the  law,  in  its  gene- 
ral indulgence,  imposes  that  limitation  of 
time ;  Treasons  also,  when  discovered, 
oppose  other  difficulties  to  conviction.  It 
tnay  be  much  longer  before  the  traitors 
can  be  detected,  and  longer  still  before 
evidence  can  'ue  obtained.  But  Libels  in 
periodical  publications,  are  kiiov.n  to  the 
crown  the  instant  thr y  are  published,  and 
government  has  already  obtained  laws 
♦vhich  make  knovvn  to  ihem,  immediately 
and  universally,  the  reaponsible  persons. 
The  naaics  of  all  the  proprietors,  publish- 
ers and  printers  being  registered  in  the 
Stamp  Oftice,  not  only  for  purposes  of 
revenue,  but  expressly  for  the  detection  of 
offences  against  the  State.      Upon  what 

Erinciple,  then,  ought  such  prosecutions  to 
e  delayed  ?  There  ought,  on  the  con- 
trary, to  be  a  very  short  liaiitation  of  time 
indeed  to  prevent  their  being  made  instru- 
ments of  tenor,  or  of  dangerous  influence 
ever  the  piess.  A  copy  of  it  must  be 
delivered  to  him  ten  days  before  the  trial. 
He  must  ha -e  the  whole  pannel  of  the 
Jurors  who  are  to  try  him,  with  their  de- 
scriptions and  places  of  abode,  so  as  to 
entitle  him  to  sift  their  characters  for  ob- 
jections for  cause,  and  even  for  S5  capri- 
cious challenges  without  any  cause  at  all. 
If  he  dislikes  the  physiognomy  of  a  Juror, 
he  sets  him  aside  ;  he  is  entitled  to  full 
defence  by  two  counsel  to  speak  to  the 
Jury  upon  his  whole  case.  The  treason 
must  be  established  by  two  witnesses, 
though  one  is  sufficient  to  convict  even  in 
any  other  capital  case  ;  and  he  must  be 
brought  to  trial  without  delay  or  be  set  at 
large.  Nothing  could  be  more  striking 
than  the  illustration  of  these  principles, 
in  Hadfield's  case  for  shooting  at  the 
King  at  the  theatre.  In  most  othin-  coun- 
tries he  might  have  been  trampled  under 
foot  or  earned  to  instant  execution ;  but 
here  he  was  protected  in  the  manner  he 
had  described.  Though  insanify  was  his 
defence,  he  was  taken  to  be  sane  when  he 
demani'ed  all  these  privileges  in  open 
court,  and  he  called  upon  ■  the  court  to 
assign  him  (Lurd  Erskine)  to  plead  for  him, 
who  had  no  privilege  to  n  fuse  it.  Such 
examples,  instead  of  weakening  govern- 
ment, was  a  bulwark  to  support  it.  Now, 
why  should  not  persons,  accused  by  the 
Attorney  General,  by  ex  ojficio  Informa- 
tion, have  analogous  protections.  They 
h^ve  the  same  antagojiist  to  fight  with, 
iu.<l  why  liot  the  same  armour  to  cover 
them  ?  All  the  power  and  influence  of 
government  ar«  exerted  equally  agamst 


them,  and  the  cases  are  precisely  the 
same,  except  that  the  crown  does  not 
fight  with  weapons  that  are  mortal ;  but 
the  wounds  they  inflict  may  be  desperate. 
But  they  not  only  have  not  analogous  pro- 
tection, but  they  are  exposed  to  greater 
dangers  than  in  cases  of  ordinary  crimes, 
by  the  abuse  of  Special  Juries.  He  did 
not  mean  to  complain  of  the  institution, 
but  to  want  of  proper  regulation.  He  had 
long  had  the  greatest  respect  foe  many 
gentlemen  who  served  upon  them,  but  the 
most  honest  men  were  not  equally  fit  for 
all  trusts.  They  were  often  deeply  con- 
nected with  government,  engaged  in  the 
collection  of  tht;  revenue,  and  magistratea 
in  every  county  in  the  kingdom.  The 
List  was  not  returned  by  the  Sheriff,  but 
v.as  made  up  by  the  Master  in  the  Office 
cf  the  King's  Bench.  He  did  not  believe 
that  an  honester  man  existed  than  the 
individual  w!io  held  that  office,  but  that 
wLis  no  answer  to  the  subject  who  was  cut 
ofiTrom  his  choice  outofthe  general  mass  of 
the  county  where  he  is  tried.  He  thought 
therefore  that  it  would  not  only  be  just, 
but  the  wisest  policy,  to  take  the  whole 
subject  into  immediate  consiileration. 
The  administration  of  justice,  to  be  useful, 
must  be  popular ;  and  it  never  became 
unpopular  but  through  abuse.  He  had 
always  stood  up  for  the  character  and 
honour  of  the  law  as  the  sure  foundation 
of  all  social  order  and  happiness,  but  for 
that  very  reason  he  would  always  give  his 
voice,  by  salutary  improvements,  to  rescue 
it  from  suspicion  and  to  deliver  it  from 
reproach. 

Lord  Eldon  said  that  he  could  say  with 
his  noble  friend  that  he  also  felt  grateful 
I'or  the  honours  with  which  a  gracious 
master  had  rewarded  his  humble  services; 
and  that  humble  as  his  efforts  might  have 
been,  those,  who  were  to  inherit  those 
honours  from  him  would  know  that  he 
had  done  his  duty.  As  to  the  distinctions 
which  had  been  drawn  between  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  of  treason  and  libel, 
it  should  be  remembered  that  in  the 
former  the  accusation  rests  upon  general 
principles — in  the  latter  upon  an  alledged 
specific  f  let.  He  believed  that  no  At- 
torney-General had  prosecuted  more  libels 
than  it  had  fallen  to  his  lot  to  prosecute 
when  he  held  that  office.  He  acted  on  a 
conviction  at  that  time,  certainly,  that  the 
publication  of  libel  was  one  of  the  most 
formidable  weapons  then  wielded  against 
the  constitution  ;  and  that  it  was  an  en- 
gine which  was  directed  to  the  subversion 
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of  the  Government  of  the  country.  It 
was  grateful  to  him  to  reflect  that  he  had, 
by  his  conduct  then,  done  his  part  towards 
its  preservation.  As  to  what  had  been 
introduced  on  the  subject  of  special  juries, 
he  could  not  perceive  how  that  was  at  all 
connected  with  the  object  of  the  noble 
baron's  motion  ;  but  he  would  remind 
the  House,  that  if  any  alteration  was  at- 
tempted in  the  present  mode  of  regulating 
special  juries,  the  same  principle  would 
equally  apply  to  some  change  in  the  sys- 
tem of  summoning  common  juries,  who 
were  all  returned  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Sheriff.  (Hear!  hear!)  He  did  not 
know  the  meaning  of  this  exclamation, 
but  he  could  assure  Noble  Lords  he 
spoke  for  the  purpose  of  being  heard.  (A 
laugh.)  It  was  his  decided  opinion,  that 
the  mere  fact  of  the  number  of  prosecu- 
tions having  increased,  by  a  considerable 
number,  in  the  last  ten  years,  was  not  a 
sufficient  ground  for  inducing  them  to  ac- 
cede to  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord.  He 
must  do  that  Noble  Lord  the  justice  to 
say,  that  he  had,  when  the  late  act  re- 
specting ex  officio  informations  was  first 
introduced,  given  to  it  his  strongest  oppo- 
sition. He  himself  unquestionably  had 
approved  of  it,  possibly  from  prejudice, 
and  from  the  esteem  in  which  he  held  its 
authors.  He  knew  well  that  the  person 
who  now  filled  the  office  of  Attorney-Ge- 
neral, for  whom  he  felt  the  most  sincere 
respect,  had  been  greatly  misrepresented. 
This,  however,  he  did  not  lament — it  was 
the  natural  consequence  of  the  authority 
which  he  exercised,  and  it  was  also  the 
privilege  of  a  free  people  to  view  with 
distrust,  and  even  with  dislike,  the  ne- 
cessary exercise  of  that  authority.  At 
the  same  time  he  must  say,  that  a  great 
deal  of  misconception  prevailed  in  the 
public  mind  on  the  subject,  and  that  if 
well  and  truly  understood,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  no  public  officer  holding  the 
same  trust  had  ever  displayed  a  larger 
portion  of  mildness  and  forbearance. — It 
would  be  seen  that  he  was  THE  MOST 
FORBEARING  PROSECUTOR  IN  THE 
KINGDOM.  (Hear!  hear!)  His  trust 
was  of  a  description  which  it  was  not 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  respon- 
sibility which  he  incurred,  probable,  if 
possible,  that  he  should  venture  to  abuse 
it.  Much  had  been  said  by  the  Noble 
Lord  (Lord  Holland)  of  the  great  Legal 
Authorities  that  had  set  themselves  against 
the  general  principle  of  ex  officio  infor- 
mations, but  he  must  observe,  that  if  those 


eminent  characters  had  expressed  opi- 
nions of  this  nature,  they  had  been  very 
inconsistent  in  their  conduct.  For  how- 
ever warmly  they  might  have  contended 
against  these  informations  when  engaged 
against  the  Crown  Officers,  there  was,  he 
believed,  no  instance  of  their  refusing  him 
their  assistance  whenever  he  invited  it  in 
carrying  on  the  same  ex  officio  informa- 
tions— (A  laugh.)  After  all  the  state- 
ments which  had  been  made  of  the  rigour 
exercised  by  virtue  of  the  late  Act,  only 
one  person  had  been  held  to  bail,  and  it 
was  in  that  aggravated  case  of  an  im-^ 
mediate  republication  of  the  libel,  which 
had  been  already  noticed.  He  recollect-  ' 
ed  well,  that  when  he  was  Attorney-Ge- 
neral, a  singular  mode  of  doing  the  same 
thing  was  practised.  As  the  prosecutor 
of  a  libel,  he  was  obliged  to  state  the  li- 
bellous matter  in  the  record,  and  this  re- 
cord of  the  indictment  was  in  many  in- 
stances, itself  immediately  published,  and 
the  CIRCULATION  OF  THE  LIBEL 
THUS  INGENIOUSLY  EXTENDED. 
(A  laugh.)  It  was  impossible  not  to  be 
amused  at  the  contrivance,  but  it  was  an 
evil  which  imperiously  required  a  remedv. 
With  respect  to  the  circumstance  of  The 
Morning  Post,  he  was  desirous  of  stating 
that  the  principle  which  governed  hm, 
on  those  occasions,  was  to  prosecute  all 
the  parties  implicated  in  the  publication 
of  the  libel,  and  he  had  uniformly  found, 
that,  by  extinguishmg  the  papers,  he  got 
rid  of  the  authors.  Thinking  as  he  didj, 
that  those  who  were  charged  with  the  ju- 
dicial administration  of  the  laws  v.^ere  en- 
titled to  their  support,  and  ought  not  to  be 
wantonly  subjected  to  suspicion  and  re- 
proach, without  some  plain  and  specific 
ground  being  laid  ibr  entertaining  any 
motion  that  should  be  attended  with  such 
an  eflect ;  and  thinking  also,  that  no  such 
ground  had  been  adduced,  and  that  to 
accede  to  it  would  only  be  to  unhinge  the 
public  j/tind  and  create  unfounded  alarms,  he 
felt  himself  under  the  necessity  of  resisting 
the  motion. 

COMMERCIAL  CREDIT. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee  on  the  State 
ofConunercial  Credit,  laid  before  the  House 
of  Commons,  6  March,  1811. 

The  Select  Committee  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  State  of  Commercial  Credit, 
and  who  were  directed  to  report  the  same 
as  it  should  appear  to  them,  together  with 
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their  Observations  thereon,  from  time  to 
time,  to  the  House,  met,  and  examined  a 
variety  of  Witnesses  ;  and  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  Report :— Your  Com- 
mittee directed  its  attention  to  three  points  ; 
—First — The  extent  of  the.  difficulties  and 
embarrassments  which  are  at  present  ex- 
perienced by  the  trading  part  of  the  com- 
munity : — Second — The  causes  to  which 
the  same  should  be  ascribed  ; — and^ — Third 
— «The  expediency,  with  a  view  to  the  pre- 
«ent  and  future  interests  of  the  Merchants 
and  MaJiufacturers,  and  of  the  public,  of 
any  assistance  being  afforded  by  Parlia- 
ment.— Your  Committee  found,  that  Me- 
morials had  been  presented  to  his  Majes- 
ty's Treasury,  towards  the  latter  end  of 
the  last  and  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year,  stating  the  great  embarrassments  and 
distress  which  were  felt  amongst  the  Ma- 
nufacturers in  the  Cotton  Trade  in  Glas- 
gow and  Paisley  and  their  vicinity,  and 
praying  for  public  assistance;  that  the 
same  were  confirmed  by  the  representa- 
tionof  a  meeting  held  in  the  City  of  Lon- 
don, on  the  12th  of  February,  which  sent 
a  deputation  to  wait  upon  the  Chancellor 
*f  the  Exchequer,  with  a  Copy  of  the  Re- 
solutions adopted  at  that  meeting.  These 
Resolutions  your  Committee  have  inserted 
in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report. — Your 
Committee  found,  by  the  evidence  of  the 
witnesses  which  they  examined,  that  those 
statements  and  representations  were  found- 
ed on  fact, — It  appeared  to  vour  Com- 
mittee, that  the  principal  part  of  the  dis- 
tress which  was  complained  of,  had  arisen 
out  of  great  and  extensive  speculations, 
which  commenced  upon  the  opening  of  the 
South  American  markets  in  the  Brazils  and 
elsewhere,  to  the  adventures  of  British 
Merchants.  —Mr.  Garden,  tlie  Chairman  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
ture at  Glasgow,  said — "  That  in  Glasgow 
and  the  neighbourhood  the  distress  began 
among  the  mamifacturing  body  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  it  has  pressed  more  severely  upon 
them  hitherto,  than  on  any  other  class. 
That  it  began  about  the  month  of  October 
or  beginning  of  November  last  :  The 
cause  of  it  appeared  to  liim  to  be  this  ; 
That  a  set  of  Merchants  in  London,  Liver- 
pool, and  Glasgow,  conceiving  tlvat  the 
markets  of  South  America  would  consume 
a  vast  quantity  of  our  manufactures,  en- 
tered into  a  project  of  very  extensive  ex- 
ports to  those  Countries  and  to  the  West 
India  Islands,  chiefly  intended  for  the  Spa- 
nish Colonies;  these  expeditions  not  meet- 
i)}g  a  ready  market,  those  Exporters  have 


not  been  able  to  pay  the  Manufacturers^ 
when  the  bills  became  due  j  these  biU«t 
were  therefore  returned  upon  the  manu- 
facturers, which  created  a  great  deal  of 
distress — many  of  those  houses  that  were 
the  original  causes  of  the  evil  are  gone  to 
Bankruptcy  long  ago  j  but  they  have 
created  this  evil  upon  the  manufacturers 
of  whom  they  purchased  the  goods;  that 
the  manufacturers  have  their  property 
locked  up  in  bankrupts'  estates ;  that 
part  of  it  will  be  lost  no  doubt,  but  yet 
that  in  the  course  of  nine,  twelve  or  fifteen 
months,  a  considerable  part  of  the  capita] 
will  return  to  the  manufacturers ;  but 
while  they  are  deprived  of  it,  they  go  on 
with  the  greatest  difficulty;  many  of  the 
weaker  have  been  broken  down.  That  the 
manufacturers  of  goods  who  have  capitals 
still  feel  great  distress  from  this  cause,  and 
it  is  that  class  of  people  that  it  would  be 
desirable  to  relieve,  because  a  little  aid 
from  government  would  enable  them  to 
go  on  with  their  business,  though  on  a  li- 
mited scale  ;  but  still  they  would  be  ena- 
bled to  retaiu  a  certain  proportion  of  their 
workpeople  or  labourers;  whereas,  if  they 
get  no  kindof  relief,  they  mu«tbe  broken 
down  also;  and  the  labourers,  with  their 
families,  must  be  left  without  means  of 
subsistence.  That  this  distress  still  presses 
very  heavily  upon  them,  the  export  mer- 
chants not  being  able  to  pay  the  manu- 
facturers, for  th®  goods  they  have  taken. 
That  in  the  course  of  trade  great  quantities 
of  goods  from  Scotland  were  sold  by  agents 
in  London  ;  those  agents  gave  a  temporary 
accommodation  to  the  manufacturer,  but 
nothing  more  ;  when  the  merchants  could 
not  pay  those  bills  which  they  had  given  for 
goods,  the  bills  went  back  upon  the  manu- 
facturers.— That  there  is  this  chain  of  con. 
nection  between  the  manufacturing  body 
and  the  upper  classes  of  merchants,  the 
Banks  in  Scotland  havingdiscounted  or  ad- 
vanced money  upon  those  bills  of  the  mer- 
chants for  the  manufacturers  ;  those  bills 
having  gone  back,  the  manufacturers  are  not 
able  to  take  them  up  ;  the  capitals  of  the 
Banks  are  therefore  taken  up  also,  and  they 
are  not  able  to  give  tho  regular  accommoda- 
tion which  they  had  been  used  to  do  to 
their  customers.  In  this  situation  of  things, 
too,  a  want  of  confidence  arises  in  the 
banks  themselves,  when  they  see  people 
breaking  down  around  them,  they  become 
timid  and  afraid  of  transacting  any  busi- 
ness ;  a  want  of  confidence  on  the  part  of 
the  banks  naturally  creates  distress  among 
the  upper  classes  of  merchants,  who  ar» 
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thus  deprived  of  the  usual  accommodation 
or  means  of  negociation  ;  that  therefore 
persons  who  are  possessed  of  solid  pro- 
perty  have  not  the  same  means  of  obtain- 
ing credit  that  they  usually  have  had,  and 
very  far  from  it — this  want  of  confidence 
inthe  banks  makes  them  distrustful  of  every 
bodvand  the  merchants  have  felt  great  in- 
convenience in  consequence.  The  witness 
said,  he  understands  that  some  of  the 
banks  at  Glasgow  and  in  that  neighbour- 
hood do  little  business,  they  will  rather 
accnmulate  their  capital,  and  wrat  the  re- 
sult of  the  present  situation  of  things  ;  th'u 
want  of  confidence  crer.tes  general  di?tresR 
among  very  respectable  merchants. — That 
the  intercourst-  of  credit  among  the  mer- 
chants themselves,  was  much  broken  down 
bv  means  of  these  circumstances,  even 
where  the  merchants  are  solvent. — That 
thtr  18  considerate  injury  to  the  manu- 
facturer, from  being  obliged  to  stop  his 
work;  his  machinery  gels  out  of  order, 
his  workmen  get  dispersed  through  the 
country,  and  he  cannot  collect  ihem  agam, 
but  at  considerable  trouble  and  expence  ; 
and  when  it  is  understood  that  his  business 
is  stopped,  he  loses  his  custom,  and  when 
he  begins  again  it  is  almost  the  same  as 
beginning  a  new  business  ;  it  is  therefore 
extremely  important  that  the  manufac- 
turer should  go  on,  though  on  a  limited 
scale. — That  in  his  opinion  the  demand 
would  in  a  great  measure  come  round  to 
them  again  ;  that  the  home  trade  and 
some  other  markets  are  still  open  to  them; 
that  he  has  always  seen  in  his  experience 
of  30  years,  that  a  glut  in  a  market  is  fol- 
lowed by  a  brisk  demand ;  for  no  person 
will  supply  the  markets  or  adventure  stall 
when  they  are  overstockfcd  ;  hence  the 
market  becomes  exhausted,  and  of  course 
ar  very  good  demand  arises  afterwards. 
The  markets. of  South  America  and  the 
West  India  Island:,  are  overstocked  at  pre- 
sent, but  they  will  naturaliy  come  round, 
and  the  home  trade  always  takes  oli'  a  cer- 
tain quantity,  so  that  he  had  no  doubt  in 
six  or  twelve  months  this  increased  de- 
mand will  do  more  than  take  otf  what  is 
on  hand  now,  or  what  will  be  manufac- 
tured in  the  mean  time,  which  will  be  a 
very  limited  quantity  indeed. — That  if 
there  was  no  particalLir  glut  in  the  market, 
from  the  time  of  the  shipping  of  the  goods, 
till  the  payment  could  be  cohiniand;d  in 
this  country,  he  should  conceive  would  be 
twelve  or  fifteen  months  ;  it  may  in  some 
instances  be  sooner,  but,  generally  speak- 
Ctg*  he  should  conceive  about  that  time. 


In  some  instances  payments  have  been 
much  quicker,  perhips  by  the  return  of 
the  same  ship;  and  he  mentioned  that 
there  have  even  been  instances  of  ships 
returning  within  four  or  five  months.— 
The  usual  date  of  bills  given  by  the  mer- 
chant to  the  manufacturer  is  six  or  ninft 
months,  but  in  some  car.es  it  may  be  ex- 
tended to  twelve  months;  in  cases  where 
the  goods  are  sold  by  an  agent  in  London, 
that  agent  interposes  his  credit,  and  gives 
an  accommodation  to  the  maunfacturer 
sooner,  if  he  requires  it,  taking  his  chance 
of  payment  from  the  merchant.-;— That  the 
distresses  were  immediately  and  in  the 
first  instance  occasioned  by  the  want  of 
payment  for  those  that  were  vended;  but 
at  the  same  time  tt.e  want  of  a  market  is 
certainly  apart  of  the  cause.  The  marketi 
of  South  America  having  been  for  a  tim© 
overstocked,  there  is  no  great  demand  at 
present ;  atid  even  though  there  were  a 
demand,  in  the  present  situation  of  things 
with  the  want  of  confidence  and  the  want 
of  credit,  it  would  be  difficult  for  the  ma- 
nufacturers to  know  to  whom  to  sell  with 
.safety  ;  that  is  chiefly  occa.sioned  by  the 
want  of  paymtnfs  for  the  goods  sold  :  that 
will  in  some  measure  come  round  in  the 
course  of  twelve  momhii,  and  then  the  ma-, 
nufacturer  will  have  his  own  cepital  again, 
— That  there  has  been  a  vary  consider* 
able  supply  of  this  sort  of  manufactures 
sent  to  the  peninsula,  which  was  in 
a  great  measure  with  a  view  to  their 
being  sent  to  tho  Spanish  colonies; 
that  the  same  failure  of  payment  hap- 
pened in  some  degree,  in  respect  of 
thos2  goods,  as  those  sent  to  South  Ame- 
rica ;  thut  one  considerable  house  in  Lon- 
don connected  with  this  trade,  which  stop- 
ped or  made  a  pause  within  the  last  two 
or  three  weeks,  had  sent  a  great  quantity 
to  Cadiz  ;  and  they  informed  the  witness 
that  tiie  last  account  they  had  was,  that 
the  goods  would  all  be  sold  in  this  and 
the  ne:it  month,  by  which  means  they 
should  be  able  to  make  a  handsome  divi> 
dend  to  their  creditors;  but  their  bills 
having  gone  back  on  tlie  manufacturers, 
tl.cy  are  depressed  in  the  mean  time.-— 
That  there  had  been  a  great  fall  in  the 
price  of  the  manufacture  ;  that  when  he 
left  Glasgow,  there  were  some  articles  of 
manufacture  which  had  fallen  perhaps 
^0  or  50  per  cent ;  but  he  understands 
from  communications  since  that,  the  fall 
is  greater,  because  the  distress  is  become 
more  general.— With  respect  to  the  fail- 
ures that^  had  happened,  there  arc  several 
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houses  vThich  will  probably  pay  very 
large  dividends;  and  indeed  there  are  se- 
veral of  the  houses  in  Glasgow  that  he  al- 
ludes to  which  stopped  payment,  liave  un- 
dertaken to  pay  their  creditors  in  full,  in 
a  certain  time  ;  one  who  had  more  than 
200,000/.  of  bills  out,  has  undertaken  to 
pay  his  creditors  in  3,  4,  8,  12,  and  10 
months,  and  probably  he  will  do  it;  but 
in  the  mean  time,  the  manufacturers  can- 
not commanda  shilling  of  this  money; 
that  the  failure  of  those  houses,  before  he" 
left  Glasgow,  had  amounted  to  from  one 
to  two  millions  ;  one  bouse  (the  same  to 
which  the  witness  alluded  before)  has 
failed  since  that  time  for  519,000/.  they 
have  undertaken  to  pay  in  full. — That  the 
failures  of  the  export  houses  certainly 
arose  from  their  having  gone  greatly  be- 
yond their  capital,  having  exported  goods 
t(j  a  far  greater  extent;  but  he  under- 
stood many  of  those  houses  were  not  with- 
out capital,  and  some  even  had  large  ca- 
pital, but  being  disappointed  in  the  markets, 
it  was  found  that  they  could  not  make 
their  returns  so  quickly  as  their  bills  be- 
came due  :  there  are  houses  of  that  descrip- 
tion in  Liverpool,  and  some  in  Glasgow. — 
]Being  asked,  as  to  the  amount  of  failures 
on  the  present  occasion,  as  compared  with 
those  in  1793  ?  he  said,  "  The  proportiori 
of  failures  will  be  always  something  in 
proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  trade,  (which 
has  increased  wonderiully  since  1793)  ; 
and  of  Course  the  failures  now  are  to  a 
much  larger  amount  than  they  were  at 
that  period." — Your  Committee  having 
given  this  full  extract  from  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Garden,  have  to  state,  that  it  was 
iri  general  confirmed  by  the  evidence  of 
Messrs.  I.  and  R.  Mackerell,  and  Mr.  Henry 
Fulton,  muslin-manufacturers  at  Paisley  ; 
and  that  evidence  in  a  great  degree 
to  a  similar  import  was  given  to  the  Com- 
mittee by  Sir  Robert  Peel.  With  re- 
gard to  the  state  of  the  manufactures  in 
Lancashire,  he  stated,  that  the  price  of 
goods  had  fallen  40,  50,  and  in  some  in- 
stances 60  per  cent. :  that  the  greatest 
manufacturers  had  been  obliged  to  reduce 
the  quantity  of  their  work  by  one  third, 
others  one-half,  and  others  again  had  been 
obliged  to  discharge  their  workmen  alto- 
gether ;  and  that  even  those  which  were 
continued  in  employment,  were  continued 
at  a  very  reduced  rate  of  wages,  amount- 
ing to  not  more  than  one  half  of  their 
ordinary  payment— that  under  these  cir- 
cumstances great  distress  was  felt  amongst 
the  workmen  J  and  though  there  had  not 


been  any  failures  among  the  more  con- 
siderable and  best  established  houses  of  ma- 
nufacture in  Lancashire,  yet  that  great  dis- 
tress/and embarrasment  must  already  be  felt 
by  many,  and  that  some  parliamentary  as- 
sistance would  be  of  most  essential  advan- 
tage. — Your  Committee  think  it  right  to  re* 
fer  to  the  returns  of  the  export  of  the  Cotton 
Manufactures  in  the  following  years,  to 
shew  the  state  and  progress  of  the  trade 
in  this  article  of  manufacture,  up  to  the 
period  when  this  distress  began  to  be  so 
strongly  felt.  The  official  value  of  cotton 
manufactures  exported  from  Great  Britain, 
in  the  year  ending  5  January,  1S08,  was 
9,846,889/. ;  in  the  year  ending  5  January 

1809,  12,835,303/.  ;  in  the  year  ending  5 
January,  1 81 0,  -  was  18,(j  16,723/.  ;  and  in 
the    three   quarters   ending    10   October 

1810,  12,761,136/. — It  appeared  to  y®ur 
Committee,  that  there  had  been  no  want; 
of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Banks 
In  Scotland  to  give  their  accommodation; 
that  they  had  liberally  applied  it  as  far  as 
was  possible  ;  but  that  it  was  impossible 
they  could  continue  their  aid;  as  they  had 
their  capital  already  locked  up  in  an  im- 
mense number  of  bills,  the  payment  of 
which  was  suspended. — Your  Committee 
also  found,  that  great  distress  was  felt  in  a 
quarter  which  was  much  connected  with 
this  trade,  namely,  amongst  the  Liiporters 
of  Produce  from  the  foreign  West  India 
Islands,  and  from  South  America. — That 
great  parts  of  the  returns  for  the  manu- 
factures which  were  exported  to  those 
parts  of  the  world,  came  home  in  sugars 
and  coffee  ;  which  not  being  entitled  to 
sale  in  the  home  market,  there  were  no 
immediate  means  of  realizing  their  value. 
— These  representations  of  the  distress 
experienced  in  the  trade  of  the  Cotton 
Manufacturer  and  Exporter,  and  from  the 
want  of  market  for  foreign  colonial  pro- 
duce, were  also  confirmed  by  respectable 
merchants  and  traders  in  London  ;  who 
also  stated,  that  the  embarrassments  were 
felt  in  other  branches  of  trade,  not  con- 
nected with  foreign  commerce  or  colonial 
produce. — It  also  appeared  to  your  Com- 
mittee, that  one  cause  which  might  be 
considered  as  connected  with  and  as  at 
present  aggravating  the  existing  distress, 
was  the  extent  to  which  the  system  of 
warehousing  the  goods  of  foreigners  as 
well  as  native  merchants,  for  exportation" 
had  been  carried.  On  this  point,  the 
Committee  refer  to  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Cock,  Commercial  and  Public  Agent  for 
the  Corporation  of  Liyerpool>  and  General 
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Agentto  the  merchants  of  the  town  ;  who 
intv^rniev'  :.';e  Committee  that, — "  Since 
the  opening  of  the  West  India  and  Lon- 
don Docks,  Great  Britain  has  under  the 
provisions  of  the  warehousing  acts,  be- 
come a  free  port,  into  which  foreign  goods 
of  almost  every  description  may  be 
brought  and  safely  deposited,  and  from 
whence  they  may  be  exported  again  with- 
out payment  of  importation  duties.  This 
country  possessing  peculiar  advantages  for 
foreign  commerce,  the  consequence  of 
such  facility  to  introduce  goods  from  all 
parts  of  the  world  has  been,  that  the  raer- 
<;hant3  of  other  countries,  whether  neu- 
trals, enemies  or  allies,  have  been  eager  to 
avail  themselves  of  every  opportunity  of 
sending  their  goods  hither.  From  Spain 
(for  instance)  such  goods  as  have  not 
bet.n  imported  on  British  account,  the 
Spanish  m.  r  hants  have  been  anxious  to 
send  here  lor  safety  and  for  sale — the 
same  rerA;irk  applies  to  Portugal  ;  in  fact 
we  are  now  the  exporters  of  Portugal 
wines  to  that  country — while  importa- 
tions from  Europe,  not  the  result  of  a  de- 
mand for  them,  have  thus  been  occasioned, 
the.  markets  of  South  America,  both 
Portuguese  and  Spanish,  have  been  thrown 
open  to  us,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
inimense  productions  of  those  plSces  (from 
vyhicli  formerly  we  received  but  little  pro- 
perty direct  except  bullion)  now  comes  to 
fill  the  warehouses,  and  for  a  time  to  ex- 
haust the  capitals  of  the  merchants  of 
this  country.  Our  conquests  also  have 
had  the  same  tendency  :  in  addition  to 
the  produce  of  the  old  British  Colonies, 
we  now  receive  that  of  Martinique,  Gua- 
daloupe,  St.  Cruz,  St.  Thomas's,  &c. ; 
the  greatest  part  of  the  produce  of  St. 
Domingo  also  now  comes  here.  From 
Europe,  the  importations  from  places 
from  which  the  British  flag  is  excluded, 
have  been  immense — these  causes  co- 
operating  at  a  period  when  the  situation 
of  the  United  States  has  prevented  their 
ships  from  introducing  into  Europe  that 
large  proportion  of  West  Indian  and  South 
American  production?  of  which  they  would 
liave  been  the  carriers,  the  effects  have 
been  more  sensibly  felt  by  our  merchants  " 
—Your  Committee,  upon  the  whole,  think 
themselves  justified  in  stating,  that  the 
embarrassments  and  distresses  at  present 
experienced  are  of  an  extensive  nature  ; 
and  though  they  are  most  severely  felt 
amongst  the  manufacturers  and  merchants 
in  those  trades  which  have  been  more  par- 
ticularly .specified,  yet,  that  they  are  also 


felt  in  a  considerable  degree  in  some  othef 
branches  of  trade  ;  but  they  have  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  stating,  that  from  the  evi- 
dence of  a  very  extensive  and  experienced 
merchant,  it  does  not  appear  that  they 
are  felt  in  the  woollen  trade,  to  such  aii 
extent  as  would  at  all  justify  a  call  upon 
Parliament  for  any  extraordinary  relief. — 
That  your  Committee  are  warranted  in 
stating,  that  there  appeared  a  general 
concurrence  of  opinion  amongst  those  of 
the  witnesses  who  were  examined,  as  to 
the  expediency  of  affording  Parliamen- 
tary relief  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
aflbrded  by  the  issue  of  Exchequer  Bills 
in  the  year  1793,  although  there  was  some 
difference  as  to  the  extent  of  benefit  which 
might  be  expected  to  be  derived  from 
such  relief.  And  your  Committee  state  it 
to  be  their  decided  opinion,  that  although 
there  are  many  circumstances  at  the 
present  time  affecting  the  state  of  trade 
and  commercial  credit,  which  make  a  great 
difference  between  the  present  period  and 
that  of  the  year  1793  ;  yet  the  distress  is 
of  such  a  nature  and  extent,  as  to  make 
such  Parliamentary  relief  highly  expedient 
and  necessary  ;  and  that  it  promises  to  be 
productive  of  extensive  and  important  be- 
nefit ;  that  although  in  many  cases  such 
aid  may  not  be  capable  of  eflectually  re- 
lieving the  persons  to  whom  it  may  be 
appHed,  from  great  losses  arising  from  the 
state  of  circumstances  ;  yet  by  affording 
them  time  gradually  to  contract  their 
operations,  to  call  in  their  means,  to 
withold  from  immediate  sale  articles  which 
at  present  can  fetch  only  most  ruinous 
prices,  and  to  keep  up  the  employment  of 
their  machinery  and  their  workmen, 
though  upon  a  very  reduced  and  limited 
scale  ;  it  will  divide  and  spread  the  pres- 
sure of  this  distress  over  a  larger  space  cf 
time,  and  enable  them  to  meet  it  with  con- 
sequences less  ruinous  to  themselves,  and 
less  destructive  to  the  interests  of  the 
community. — That  your  Committee  re- 
ferred to  the  manner  in  which  relief  was 
aflbrded  in  the  year  1793,  and  have  found 
that  the  provisions  of  that  measure  which, 
as  appears  by  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  on  that  ocrasion,  was 
attended  with  the  happiest  effects,  and  the 
most  complete  success,  are  embodied  in 
the  Act  33  Geo.  III.  cap.  29^  and  the 
Committee  are  of  opinion, that  similarpro- 
visions  should  be  adopted  with  regard  to  the 
relief  at  present  proposed ;  that  the  amount 
of  Exchequer  Bills  to  be  issued  should  not 
be   less,  nor  would  the  Committee   re- 
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commend  that  it  should  be  more  than 
6,()00,000/.  and  that,  considering  the  pro- 
bable date  of  the  reiurns  of  trade  Irom 
South  America,  a  greater  interval  should 
be  given  for  repayment  than  was  allowed 
in  1793,  the  Committee  being  of  opinion, 
that  the  time  for  payment  of  the  first 
quarter's  instalment  should  not  be  earlier 
than  the  middle  of  January  next,  and  that 
the  remainder  of  the  sum  advanced  should 
be  requ'red  to  be  repaid  by  three  equal 
payments,  from  three  months  to  three 
months,  so  that  the  v/hole  should  be  dis- 
charged in  nine  months  from  the  payment 
of  such  first  instalment. 
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Mr.  PiNKNEY,  laid  before  Congress  bt/ 
the  President  Mr.  Madison,  12  Jan. 
1811. 

Mk.  PiNKNEY  to  Lord  Wellesky. — Great 
Cumberland  Place,  Nov,  3,  1810. 
(Ccntirmed  from  page  603.  J 

It  will  have  been  taken  for  granted,  that 
the  Britich  obstructions  to  those  expedi- 
tions having  thus  lost  the  support,  \vhich, 
however  insufficient  in  itself,  was  the 
only  one  that  could  «ver  be  claimed  for 
them,  have  been  withdrawn,  and  that  the 
«eas  are  once  more  restored  to  the  domi- 
jjion  of  law  and  justice.  I  persuade  my- 
aelf,  that  this  confidence  will  be  substan- 
tially justified  by  the  event ;  and  that  to 
the  speedy  recall  of  such  orders  in  Coun- 
cil as  were  subsequent  in  date  to  the  de- 
crees of  France,  will  be  added  the  annul- 
ment of  the  antecedent  order,  to  which 
my  letter  respecting  blockades  particular- 
ly relates.  But  if,  notwithstanding  the 
circumstances  which  invite  to  such  a 
course,  the  British  Govermneats^iail  have 
determined  not  to  remove  those  obstruc- 
tions with  all  practicable  promptitude,  I 
trust  that  my  Government  will  be  a/ prised 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible  of  a  det«r- 
mination  so  unexpected,  and  of  such  rital 
concern  to  its  rights  and  interests ;  and 
that  the  reasons  upon  which  that  deter- 
miaatiori  may  have  been  formed  will  not 
be  withheld  from  it.— I  have  fbe  honour  to 
be,  with  high  consideraiion.  My  Lord, — 
your  Lordship's  most  obedient  hymble  ser- 
?ant, — Wjlliam  Pjnknky. 

A  Bill  supplementary  to  the  Act  concerning  the 
Commercial  Intercourse  iieimeai  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  ayid 
for  other  pwposes. — Jan,  1 3  U . 
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Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  in  case  Great 
Britain  shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts 
as  that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  tiio 
neutral  commerce-  of  the  United  States, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
declare  the  fact  by  proclamation,  and  such 
proclamation  shall  be  admitted  as  evidence, 
and  no  other  evidence  shall  be  admitted 
of  such  revocation  or  modification  in  any 
suit  or  prosecution  which  may  be  instituted 
under  this  act,  or  the  act  to  which  this  act 
is  a  st^pplement.  And  the  restrictions  im- 
posed or  which  may  be  imposed  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  or  the  act  to  which  this  is  a 
supplement:,  shall  from  the  date  of  such 
proclamation  cease  to  be  discontinued. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
from  and  after  the  'id  day  of  February 
next,  in  case  the  proclamation  aforesaij 
shall  not  have  been  issued,  the  entrance  of 
the  harbours  and  waters  of  the  United 
States  and  the  territories  thereof  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  interdicted  to  all  ships 
or  vessels  sailing  under  the  flag  of  Great 
Britain,  or  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
any  citizen  or  subject  thereof,  vessels 
hired,  chartered,  or  employed  by  the  go^ 
vernment  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  carrying  letters  or  dispatches, 
and  also  vessels  forced  in  by  distress,  or 
by  the  dangers  of  the  sea  only  excepted  j 
and  if  uiiy  ship  or  vessel  sailing  under  the 
flag  of  Great  Britain,  or  owned  in  whole 
or  in  part  by  any  citizen  or  subject  thereof 
and  n3t  excepted  as  aforesaid,  shallj  after 
the  said  second  day  of  February  next, 
arrive  either  with  or  without  a  cargo, 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  or 
the  territories  thereof,  such  ship  or  vessel, 
together  with  the  cargo,  if  any,  which 
may  be  found  on  board,  shall  be  forfeited, 
and  may  be  seized  and  condemned  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States,  or  territories 
thereof,  having  competent  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
from  and  after  the  2d  day  of  February 
next,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  import  into 
the  United  States,  or  territories  thereof, 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize  what- 
ever, from  any  pert  or  place  situated  in 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  in  any  part  of  tht 
colonies  or  dependencies  of  Great  Britain, 
nor  from  any  port  or  place  in  the  actual 
possession  of  Great  Britain;  iijr  shall  it  be 
lawful  to  import  into  the  United  States,  or 
the  territories  thereof,  from  any  foreign 
port  tr  place  whatever,  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandize  whatever,  being  of  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  any  of  the  coieniefl 
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or  dependencies  of  Great  Britain,  or  being 
of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
any  place  or  country  in  the  actual  pos- 
session of  Great  Britain :  Provided,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  affect  the  cargoes  of  ships  or 
vessels  wholly  onned  by  a  citizen  or  ci- 
tizens of  the  United  States,  which  had 
cleared  for  any  port  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  prior  to  the  10th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1810. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fur4:her  enacted,  That 
whenever  any  article  or  articles,  the  im- 
portation of  which  is  prohibited  by  this  act, 
shall  after  the  2d  day  of  February  next, 
be  imported  into  the  United  States  or  the 
territories  thereof,  contrary  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  or  shall, 
after  the  said  2d  day  of  Februar}- next  be, 
put  on  board  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  boat, 
raft,  or  carriage,  with  intention  of  import- 
ing the  same  into  the  United  States  or 
the  territories  thereof,  all  such  articles,  as 
well  as  all  other  articles,  on  board  the 
same  ship  or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or  carriage, 
belonging  to  the  owner  of  such  prohibited 
articles,  shall  be  forfeited  ;  and  the  owner 
thereof  shall  moreover  forfeit  and  pay 
treble  the  value  of  such  articles. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
jf  any  article  or  articles,  the  importation  of 
which  is  prohibited  by  this  act,  shall  after 
the  2d  day  of  February  next  be  put  on 
board  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or 
carriage,  v.ilh  intention  to  import  the 
•ame  into  the  United  States  or  the  terri- 
tories thereof,  contrary  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  cf  this"  act,  and  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  owner  ov  master  of  such 
phip  or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or  carriage,  such 
ship  or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or  carriage  shall 
be  forfeited,  and  the  owner  and  master 
thereof  shall  moreover  each  forfeit  and  pay 
treble  the  value  of  such  articles. 

Sec.  0.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
if  any  article  or  srticlesj  the  importation  j 
of  which  is  prohibited  by  this  act,  and  | 
which  shall  nevertheiess  be  on  board  of 
any  ship  or  vessel,  bont,  raft  or  carriage, 
arriving  after  the  said  second  day  of  Fe- 
bruary next  in  the  United  States  or  the 
territories  thereof,  shall  be  omitted  in  the 
manifest,  report,  or  entry  of  the  master,  or 
the  person  having  the  charge  or  command 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  boat,  raft  or  carriage, 
or  shall  be  omitted  in  the  entry  of  the 
goods  owned  by  the  owner,  or  consigned 
to  the  consignee  of  such  articles,  or  shall 
be  imported  or  landed,  or  attempted  to  be 
imported  or  landed,  without  ai  permit,  the 


same  penalties,  fines  and  forfeitures  shall 
be  incurred  and  may  be  recovered,  as  in 
the  case  of  similar  omission  or  omissions, 
landing,  importation,  or  attempt  to  lan.l  or 
import,  in  relation  to  articles  Ka^ie  to 
duties  on  their  importation  into  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thafc 
every  collector,  naval  ofTiccr,  surveyor  or 
other  officer  of  the  customs,  shall  have 
like  power  and  authority  to  seize  goods' 
wares,  and  merchandize,  imported  contra- 
ry to  the  extent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  to 
keep  the  same  in  custody  until  it  shall 
have  been  ascertained  whether  the  same 
have  been  forfeited  or  not,  and  to  enter 
any  ship  or  vessel,  dwelling  house,  store^ 
building  or  other  place,  for  the  purpose  of 
searching  for  and  seizing  any  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandize,  which  he  or  they 
now  have  by  law  in  relation  to  goods* 
wares,  and  merchandize  subject  to  duty  j 
and  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  conceal 
or  buy  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize, 
knovring  them  to  be  liable  to  seizure  by 
this  act,  such  person  or  persons  shall,  oij 
conviction  thereof,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sunn 
double  the  amount  or  value  of  the  goods, 
wares  or  merchandize  so  concealed  or  pur- 
chased. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That 
any  vessel  or  merchandize  which  shall  be 
seized  prior  to  the  fact  being  ascertained 
whether  Great  Britain  shall  on  or  before 
the  second  day  of  February  next  have 
revoked  or  modified  her  edicts  in  the 
manner  above  mentioned,  may  be  restored 
on  application  of  the  parlies,  on  their 
giving  bond,  with  approved  sureties  to  the 
United  States  in  a  sum  equal  to  the  value 
thereof,  to  abide  the  decision  of  the  proper 
court  of  the  United  States  thereon,  and 
any  such  bond  shall  be  considered  as  sa- 
tisfied if  Great  Britain  shall,  on  or  before 
the  said  second  day  of  February  next,  have 
revoked  or  modified  her  edicts  in  the 
manner  above  mentioned. 

Sec.  y.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
no  vessel  which  shall  have  departed  from 
a  British  port  before  the  secoKd  day  of 
February  next,  and  no  merchandize  im- 
ported m  such  vessel  which  shall  have 
been  put  on  board  the  same  before  the 
Proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  the  2d  daj'^  of  November 
last  shall  have  been  known  at  such  port, 
shall  be  liable  to  seizure  or  forfeiture  oa 
account  of  any  infraction  or  persumed  in- 
fraction of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  of 
the  act  to  vyhich  thi$  act  is  a  supplement. 
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Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted, 
That  ^he  following  additlous  shall  be  made 
to  the  oath  or  affirmation  taken  by  the 
masters  or  persons  having  the  charge  or 
command  of  any  ship  or  vessel  arriving  at 
any  port  of  the  United  States  or  the  terri- 
tories thereof,  after  the  2d  day  of  February 
next,  viz.  "  I  further  swear,  (or  affirm) 
that  there  are  not,  to  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledge and  belief  on  board  (insert  the  de- 
nomination and  name  of  the  vessel)  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  the  impor- 
tation of  which  into  the  United  States  or 
the  territories  thereof,  is  prohibited  by 
law ;  and  I  do  further  swear  (or  affirm) 
that  if  I  shall  hereafter  discover  or  know 
of  any  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
flize,  on  board  the  said  vessel,  or  which 
shall  have  been  imported  in  the  same,  I 
will  immediately  and  without  delay  make 
due  report  thereof  to  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  this  district." 

teec.  1 1 .  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
the  following  addition  be  made,  after  the 
second  day  of  February  next,  to  the  oath 
or  affirmation  taken  by  importers,  con- 
signees, or  agents,  at  the  time  of  entering 
goods  imported  into  the  United  States  or 
the  territories  thereof  j  via.  "  I  also  swear 
(or  affirm)  that  there  are  not,  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  among  the 
said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  im- 
ported or  consigned,  as  aforesaid,  any 
goods,  wares  and  merchandiae,  the  impor- 
tation of  which  into  the  United  States  or 
the  territories  thereof  is  prohibited  by 
law,  and  I  do  further  swear  or  affirm,  that 
if  I  shall  hereafter  discover  or  know  of 
,any  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize, 
among  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize 
imported  or  consigned  as  aforesaid,  I  will 
immediately,  and  without  delay,  report 
the  same  to  the  collector  of  this  district." 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
all  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  under 
this  act  or  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a 
supplement,  may  be  sued  for,  prosecuted, 
and  recovered,  with  cost  of  suit,  by  action 
of  debt,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  or  by  indictment  or  informa- 
tion, in  any  court  having  competent  juris- 
diction to  try  the  same,  and  such  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  may  be  examined,  mi- 
tigated, or  remitted,  in  like  manner  and 
under  the  like  conditions,  regulations,  and 
restrictions,  as  are  prescribed,  authorised, 
and  directed  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 


to  provide  for  mitigating  or  remitting  the 
forfeitures,  penalties,  and  disabilities  ac- 
cruing in  certain  cases,  therein  mention- 
ed," passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797, 
and  made  perpetual  by  an  act  passed  the 
I  Ith  day  of  February  1800. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  part  of  the  land 
or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  any  part  of  the  Militia  of  any  state  or 
territory,  in  the  actual  service  of  the 
United  {States,  to  make  seizure  of  any  ves- 
sel or  merchandize  liable  to  seizure  and 
forfeiture,  by  reason  of  any  infraction  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  of  the  act  to 
which  this  act  is  a  supplement.  And  in 
case  of  aiiy  such  seizure  made  within  the 
waters  of  the  United  States,  or  within  the 
boundaries  of  any  district  of  the  United 
States,  that  portion  of  the  forfeiture  arising 
from  such  seizure,  which  according  to 
existing  laws  would  have  accrued  to  the 
United  States,  shall,  after  deducting  the 
duties  payable  to  the  United  States  on  the 
importation  of  the  merchandize  thus  for- 
feited, be  distributed  among  the  persons 
making  such  seizure,  in  such  pioportion  as 
may  be  directed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  if  such  seizure  should 
be  made  without  the  boundaries  of  any 
district  of  the  United  States,  the  whole  of 
the  forfeiture  arising  from  such  seizure 
shall,  after  deducting  the  duties  payable 
on  the  importation  of  the  merchandize 
thus  forfeited,  be  distributed  in  the  man- 
ner aforesaid. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
the  portion  of  all  the  penalties  and  forfei- 
tures which  may  >^e  incurred  by  reason  of 
any  infrartjons  of  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  or  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a 
supplement,  and  which  portion  according 
to  existing  laws  accrued  to  the  United 
States,  in  all  cases  other  than  those  pro- 
rided  for  by  the  last  preceding  section  of 
this  act,  after  deducting  the  duties  payable 
to  the  United  States  on  the  importation  of 
the  merchandize  thus  forfeited,  shall  be 
distributed  in  the  following  manner  :  that 
that  is  to  say,  one  half  of  the  residue  of 
the  saifl  portion,  after  deducting  the  du- 
ties aforesaid,  shall  be  given  to  the  in- 
spector or  inspectors,  or  to  the  captain  and 
crew  of  the  revenue  cutter  or  vessel  mak- 
ing the  seizure  :  and  the  other  half  of  the 
said  residue  shall  m  cases  where  there  is 
(To  be  continued.) 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Floggtn'g    Soldiers. The   public 

have  seen  by  the  i-«ports  of  the  debates 
in  the  House  of  Conmions,  that  there  is 
some  alteration  introduced  intothe  Mutiny 
Act  of  this  year,  rehitive  to  the  odious 
punishment  of  hogging.  It  is  stated,  that 
the  JvnGE  AovoCATE  said,  in  introducing 
3  clause  tlte  object  of  which  was  to  make 
this  alteration,  that  the  court-martial 
would,  by  it,  have  the prnver  of  inflicting 
the  punishment  of  imprisonment  in  lieu  of 

that,  of  fio'^ging. The  words    were  : 

"that  in  proposing  this  amendment,  he 
"  by  BO  means  intended  to  defeat  the  ends 
*'  of  punishment.  It  would  only  give  to 
"  Courts  Martial  an  alternaiive,  where 
•'  they  should  think  it  necessary,  to  im- 
"  prison,  instead  of  resorting  to  any  cor- 
"  poral  i>ifliction." — —That  is  to  say,  to 
flogging.  Why  do  you  mince  the  matter  ? 
Why  not  name  the  thing  ?  Flog  is  flog, 
^nA flogging  is  the  active  participle  of  the 
verb  ?Oj?og,  Flog, flogging,  flogged.  That  is 
the  word  ;  and,  it  means,  in  this  sense  ofit, 
to  whip  the  naked  back  (and,  sometimes, 
other  parts)  of  a  soldier,  with  a  thing  called 
a  cat;  that  is  to  say,  with  nine  strong 
whip-cords,  about  a  foot  and  a  half  long, 
with  nine  knotj  in  each,  and  which  cords 
are  fastened,  like  the  thong  of  a  whip,  to 
the  end  of  a  stick  about  two  feet  long. 
With  this  cat-o' -nine-tails  the  soldier, 
beirvg  tied  up  to  a  thing  for  the  purpose, 
by  his  hands  and  thighs,  is  flogged,  out 
in  the  open  field,  or  parade,  while  the 

regiment  are  drawn  up  round  him, 

This  is  the  plain,  unadorned,  unexagge- 
rated  thing  ;  and  its  name  is  flogging. 
Why,  then,  call  it  by  any  other  name  ? 
Why  call  it  "  corporal  infliciion  ?"  These 
words  may  mean  anjr  thing  touching  the 
body.  The  word  flogging  we  all  under- 
stand ;  and,  as  to  delicocy  of  expression,  if 
the  word  be  indelicate,  what  must  the 
thing  be  ?— — As  to  flogging  upon  parts 
loxver  doxm  than  the  back,  I  do  not  know 
that  it  is  now  practised  ;  but,  I  saw  it 
done  once  myself,  in  a  meadow  of  the 
Bush  Inn  at  Parnham,  by  the  Surrey 
jyiilitiai  and,  though  {  was  then  but  a 


little  boy,  I  remember  that  an  officer, 
who  was  an  enormously  fat  man,  beat  the 
Drummer  with  his  stick,  because  he  did 
not  flog  the  soldier  hard  enough.  A 
scene  ensued,  an  object  presented  itself, 
which  I  will  not  attempt  to  describe,  but 
which  I  never  can  forget  as  long  as  I  have 

memory. This  practice,  however,  does, 

I  trust,  no  longer  exist ;  but,  it  is  worth, 
mentioning  as  an  offspring  of  discretionary 
poiver. — —But,  why  was  a  clause  neces- 
sary to  give  the  courts-martial  an  altema^ 
tive  ?  The  Courier,  indeed,  tells  us,  that, 
"  in  certain  instances,  it  is,  as  the  lavsr 
*'  now  stands,  imperative  upon  courts-mar- 
"  tial  to  inflict  the  punishment  offlogging." 

^The  fact  is  not  so.     I  do  not  believe 

that  any  such  law  ever  was  in  existence  ; 
and  yet,  I  think,  1  know  the  contents  of 
the  Mutiny  Act  as  well  as  this  man  or 
any  of  his  abettors.  I  have  never  seen 
any  such  imperative  clause  in  ani/  Mutiny 
Act.  For  all  the  crimes,  including  dis- 
obedience qf  orders  (which  may  embrace 
almost  every  thing),  the  punishment  al- 
lotted is,  "death,  or  such  other  punishment 
"  as  by  a  court-martial  shall  be  awarded.^* 
Now,  if  no  law,  imperative  as  to  flog- 
ging, exists,  where  was  the  necessity  of  this 
new  clause,  and  what  can  be  its  effect  ? 
— — Of  this,  how^ever,  I  shall  ba  able 
to  speak  more  confidently,  when  I  have 
seen  the  clause.  But,  in  the  mean  while, 
it  is  certain  that  something  is  intended  to 
be  done  in  the  way  of  ditninishing  the  (junn- 
^%  Qffl(>gS^^g  in  the  army,  and  of  this 
every  friend  of  freedom  and  humanity 
must  be  glad.  With  this  single  remark  I 
should  have  dismissed  the  subject ;  but, 
the  Courier  ;  "  the  busy,  meddling  slave," 
who,  upon  all  occasions,  is  ready  to  use 
his  venal  pen  in  the  cause  of  falshood, 
has  challenged  me  to  a  longer  field. 
——I  shall  take  what  he  says,  just  as 
I  find  it  in  bis  papei-  of  the  13th  in- 
stant ;  and,  when  the  reader  has  gone 
through  it  with  as  much  patience  as  he 
can  command,   I  shall  have  to  beseech 

his  attention  to  a  short  commentary. 

"  A  material  regulation  was  introduced 
"  last  night  into  the  Mutiny  Bill.  For- 
"  raerly  it  was,  for  ceftain  offences,  ?rj^cr«*- 
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'•  ^Ve  upon  Courts- Tilartial,  to    inflict    the 

"  \A-..\Wi\miint  6i' Jloii'^ing.     By  this  fegu- 

"  Ic.h'oii,  it  is  left  to  ihein  to  inflict  the    [>u- 

"  n;shment   of   imprisonmeiik    iiistead    of 

"  flocjo-ing,    it"  they   think   proper.     The 

"-puinshment  of  flcggint:/  itpca  which  we 

•'  have  some    observations  to    mak^   the 

"  lirst  opr>ii  dsy,  is  riot  abolished ;    but  it  is 

"  discretionary     with    Co'.irts-J.Iait;a!    to 

*'  rcntence    aa  oti^nder  to  be   flogged   or 

"  iniprisoiied.     The   reguia'.ion   is  a   very 

"  i'ood  one,  nnii   MINIiTiiRS   DESERVE 

"  GKEATCREDIi  FOR  HAVING  PRO- 

"  POSED    IT.       And    here    the    pubiic 

"  will  not  fail  to  see  how  alisenr,  or  if  not 

"  abspjit,   how    silent   ilie  Burdettites  are 

"  U't;eiiever  unv   rt-fovrn   or    regulation   is 

"  e/fiCitd  "jciihovt  noise,  wiihout  clamour,  by 

'  isiinisters,  A 1  THEIR  OWN  SUGGES- 

,  "  TiON.     Not  a  word    of  praise,  not  a 

"  word    of  congratulanori,    evtr   escapes 

"  them;   tht-y  srt  sulky,  as  if  they    were 

"  indignant    diat  any    pretence  s^r  com- 

"  plaint    should    be    done    away  ;     Nor 

•'  when  they  are  convicltd  of  gross  mls- 

•'  representations  for  tlie    purpose    of  in- 

"flauiingthe    passions  of  the   raultilude, 

"  do  they  ever  acknowledge  or  make  any 

"  atonement  for  their   misconduct.     Look 

"  at  the  case  of  Colville  !    what  artifices 

"  were  made  use  of  to  irritate  the   public 

"mind.     He  was    arrested  illegally   and 

"cruelly;    he  was  confined    arbitrarily; 

"  he  was  left  to  perish  in  a  dungeon  wiih- 

"  out  notice  and    witiiout  enquiry.     The 

'•  Burdittites  are    loud  in   their  clamour. 

"  The  case  is  investigated,  and  no  possible 

"  cause  for  complaint  exists,   except  that 

"  the  prison  is  too  lax  for  such  a  man.   Do 

*'  the  Burdettitcs  avow  their  error,  and  re- 

"  joice  that  the  characler  of  the  country 

"  and    the  Government  has  been   proved 

"to  be   unsullied  !  Net   a   word.     They 

"  have    not  minds   enlarged   enough,   or 

"hearts  good  enough  to  make  them  con- 

'*  fcss  a  fault.     They  have  only  lungs  for 

"  clamour  or  complaint.  They  erect  them- 

"  selves  into  walking  Committees  of  griev- 

"  ance.     They  are  peripatetic  declaimers 

"  against  all  our  establishments.  Up  they 

"  start    at    every   ineeling.   Town,    City,, 

"orCouniry.     The  same  speei  h  at.  each, 

"  indigoanl  uiat  any  body  shculd  presume 

"to  think  we  are  iVee  ;     and   anxious  to 

"  persuade  us  we  are  the  most  abused  and 

"  miserably   nation  upon    earth.     Never, 

"  never  do  we  hear  from  one  of  them  the 

"  manly    tone   of    defiance    against    the 

"  enemy,  or  of  exultation  at  any  success  of 

"  ew  oj'tns.    But  if  Buonaparte  be  victori- 
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"  ous.  oh,  then  the  transcendant  nature  of 
"  his  talents,  the  profundity  of  his  plans, 
"  the  brilliancy  of  his  execution  !  Resis- 
"  tance  is  unavailing,  is  culpable  ;  and 
"  iht^n  the  expcnce  to  which  war  puts 
■'  us  ! — They  know  we  cannot  make  peace, 
"  and  they  would  disable  us  from  carrying 
"  on  war.  But  Somersetshire  has  given  them 
"  a  rsbuke  which  they  will  not  soon  forget, 
"  and  has  set  an  example  of  manliness 
"  and  wisdom  to  other  counties,  which,  no 
"  doubt,  they  will  be  eager  to  follow." — 
Of  Somerset sliire  more  hereafter  ;  and,  as 
to  our  "  not  exulting  at  the  successes  of  our 
"  arms,"  let  that  charge  be  answered  by 
the  Committee  of  Merchants,  v.ith  John 
Julius  Angerstein  at  their  head,  and  by 
the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  who  have  decl.ued,  that  "  our 
"  coiKjues/s  have  contributed  towards  the 
"  producing  of  a  ?;jo5f  fl/«J7HZ«^/fi'i/,"  that  it 
is  partly  in  consequence  of  them  that 
Bankruptcy  and  Misery  are  marching  over 
the  kingdom  hand  in  hand,  and  that  the 
tnvst  solid  and  respectable  houses  are 
threatoncd  with  all  the  evils  of  insolvency. 

Yes;  let  these  good  men  answer  the 

CouK!  ER  as  to  this  point ;  let  these 
"  loyals"  answer  the  charge  against  us  of 
not  exulting  at  the  successes  of  our  arras ; 
let  these  "  life  and  foitune  men,"  these 
true-hlood(  d  Pittites ;  let  them  tell  the 
CouRiEn  why  we  do  not  rejoice,  when  we 
hear  the  Park'  and  Tower  guns  fire  for  the 

conquests  of  the  enemy's  colonies. — 

And  now  to  our  subject.— — If  this  man 
had  been  able  to  hold  his  tongue,  it  is 
most  likely,  that  we,  or,  that  I,  at  least, 
should  not  have  said  a  word  about  the 
??ioijr<r  of  this  new  clause  for  the  diminu- 
tion of  flogging  in  the  army.  Glad  that 
the  measure  (if,  upon  examination,  it  had 
been  found  substantially  beneficial)  had 
been  adopted,  and  quite  satisfied  that  the 
army  and  the  public  woqld  h.ave  the  sense 
and  justice  to  attribute  it  to  the  rccd  cause, 
I  should  not  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
say  any  thing  about  that  cause.  But, 
this  "  busy  slave  ;"  this  "  officious  fool/* 
has  provoked  the  discussion;  has  called 
upon  us  who  have  stood  forward  against 
flogging,  to  justify  ourselves  for  not  com- 
ing forward  now  with  praises  of  the  minis- 
ters for  proposing  what  is  represented  to 
be  a  mitigaiion  of  the  severity  of  punish- 
ment in   the  army. He  says  that  the 

measure  is  "  a  very  good  one,"  though  it 
will  be  recollected,  that  he  told  his  rea- 
ders, only  the  other  day,  that  half  a  mil- 
lion gf  (jur  countrymen  were,  by  becom- 
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irtg  soliliers,  phictd  out  of  the  pale  of  the 
constUntion,  out  oK  t^he  protection  of  the  Uao ; 
and  though  lie,  at  the  same  time,  called 
all  tiiose  mutinovs  lihcllers,  who  had  erulea- 
Vonred  to  expose  this  very  flogginj^  to 
abhorrence,  and,  thereby,  to  effect  its  abo- 
lition, or,  at  least,  its  diiuinution;  and, 
the  public  will  bear  in  mind  what  abuse 
he  heaped  upon  Mr.  Wardle  for  having 
brought  forward  the  case  of  Corporal 
Curtis,  who  had  been  sentenced  to  receive 

A  THOUSAND  LASHES. -And,  now 

behold,  this  same  venal  man  ttirns  short 
about,  and  tells  us  that  the  diminution  of 
the  quantity  of  flogglnj;  is  a  good  thing  ; 
and  that  vve  are  sorry  that  it  has  been 
effected  (luietlj/,  without  7ioi?ie,  at  the  minis- 
ter's' oion  suggestion. A  few  facts  here 

will  be  better  than  whole  volumes  of  as- 
sertion  About  three  years  and  a  half. 

Of  four  years,  ago.  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
seconded,  I  believe,  by  Lord  Folkestone, 
moved  for  a  return  of  the  number  of 
floggings  in  a  given  time,  in  the  several 
regiments,  and  stated  his  object  to  be  the 
obtaining  of  information,  whereon  to  found 
a  proposition  for  the  abolition  of  this  SQrt 
of  punishment.  This  motion  was  nega- 
tived, and  the  Courier  condemned  it  as 

one  of  a  most  mischievous  tendency. . 

When  the  Local  Militia  bill  (of  which,  be 
it  for  ever  remembered,  LORD  CASTLE- 
REAGH  was  the  author)  was  before  the 
House,  Sir  Francis  Burdett  objected  to 
it,  because  it  exposed  so  many  of  oiir  country- 
men to  be  FLOGGED,  and,  that,  too,  after 
being  compelled  to  serve,  which  made  their 
case  very  different  indeed  from  that  of 
men  who  voluntarily  enlisted  and  took  mo- 
ney as  a  bounty  for  giving  themselves  up 
to  the  operation  of  military  law.  He 
said,  upon  that  occasion,  that  there  was 
but  one  step  further  to  go,  and  that  was 
tojlog  the  people ;  for  which,  as  the  reader 
must  remember,  he  received  every  species 
of  abuse  that  the  minds  of  (he  malignant 
and  venal  could  invent ;  and  was  accused, 
amongst  other  things,  of  a  design  to  fa- 
vour the  subjugation  of  the  country  by 
the  enemy  ;  which  clearlv  inferred,  on 
the  part  of  these  people,  that  the  country 
could  not  be  defended  by  any  body  that 
was  not  flogged.  And  )'et,  this  man 
now  finds  out,  that  a  measure,  which  is 
supposed  (and,  I  hope,  rightly  sup- 
posed) to  tend  towards  lessening  the  tjuan- 
tity  (f  flogging,  is  a  "  very  s^ood  measure.'' 
I  hope  it  is,  and,  if  it  really  has  such  a 
tendency,  I  am  sure  it  is  ;  but,  then,  let 
every  man  have  his  due,  and  let  it  be  re- 


Somcnetihire  Meeting.  [646 

collected,  that  several  of  us  have,  to  our 
own  coi^t,  laboured  most  ar;!uon.s!y  to  pro- 
duce not  merely  a  lessening  of  (he  quan- 
tity of  lloggin-r,  but  the    abolition  of  i> 

altogether. Whether      th  s     measure, 

whatever  may  be  the  efcacy  of  it,  what- 
ever extent  it  may  reach  ;  whether  it  has 
been  effected  WITHOUT  NOISE,  and 
whether  it  h;i3  proceeded  from  the  mere 
suggestion  of  the  minds  of  the  ministers,! 
may  safely  leave  the  reader  to  decide; 
but,  I  cannot  lielp  asking  him,  if  the  affir- 
mative should  be  his  opinion,  how  it  has 
happened,  that  such  a  measure  was  never 
proj.'osed  BEFORE  ?  How  it  has  happen- 
ed, that  it  should,  never 'till  note  have  beeti 
discovered,  that  such  a  measure  was  "a 
"  very  good  one  "?  The  present  ministers 
have  beea  in  power  for  some  years  ;  the 
same  system  of  flogging  has  existed  dur- 
ing all  the  lime ;  they  extended  it  to  that 
large  portion  of  the  people  called  the  Lo- 
ci:! Militia,  which  gave  it  o-tite  a  neu' cha- 
racter in  point  of  applicaiion  ;  and  yet, 
never  till  now  did  this  "  very  good"  mea- 
sure suggest  itself  to  their  minds  !  To  be 
sure  the  measure  (if  it  should  prove  to  be 
really  good)  is  none  the  worse  for  being 
proposed  by  men  who  had  never  proposed 
it  before,;  but  still  if  it  be  good,  1  must 
be  allowed  to  claim  my  right  to  an  answer 
to  this  question  :  how  came  they  not  to 
propose  it  BEFORE  ?  If  the  Courier  ; 
if  the  "  busy  slave"  does  n.it  answer  this 
question,  the  army  and  the  pul^lic  will. 
Mr.  Wm.  Smith  said  he  approved  of 


this  measure,  because  he  looked  upon  it  as 
a  step  towards  the  total  abolition  of flogsing. 
I  do  not  know,  however,  what  to  say  to 
this.  Palliatives  are  generally  of  no  use  ; 
and,  in  some  cases,  they  are  an  evil.  At 
any  rate,  I  am  confident  that  the  adoption 
of  this  measure  ought  to  slacken  the  zeal 
of  no  man,  who  is  of  opinion,  as  I  am, 
that  the  punishment  of  flagging  ought  to 
l>e  abolished.  Nor,  as  to  the  army  itself, 
will  any  palliative  do  much  good,  as  it  will 
only  tend  to  shew  that  the  punishment  is 
not  necessary  to  good  discipline. — —But, 
when  we  see  the  clause  in  the  new  JIutiny 
Act,  we  shall  be  better  able  to  judge  of 
ii.s  probable  effects. 


So'WERSETSniRE      MeETING. 


-In    the 


paragraph,  upon  which  I  have  just  been 
observing,  the  Somersetshire  Meeting,  at 
which  t!)e  combined  factions  obtained  a 
majority  and  rejected  the  excellent  Ad- 
dress, proposed  by  Mr.  Hunt,  and  the 
main  object  of  which  was  a  Reform  in  Par" 
Z  2 
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liument,  is  spoken  of  as  having  given  "  a 
"rebuke"  to  the  Jacobins,  that  is  to  sa\', 
the  people.  I  wish  with  all  my  heart  thai 
such  rebukes  were  received  by  them  in  all 
the  counties  ! The  county  oT  Somer- 
set had  never  before  been  called  together 
except  for  the  old  thing  called  an  election, 
or  for  some  insipid  address,  dictated  by 
the  traders  in  politics  and  jobs,  within  the 
memory  of  any  man  now  in  active  life. 
When  any  man  or  faction  had  a  point  to 
carry,  a  job  or  a  dubbing  to  get,  there 
took  place  what  was  called  a  counti,'  meet- 
ing, which  was  no  other  than  that  of  some 
two  dozen  ofplace-men  or  place-hunters  in 

black,  red,   or  coiopred  clothes. But, 

upon  this  occasion  a  considerable  number 

of  people   were  got  together. 1   was 

got  thus  far,  when  I  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  T.  S.  Horner,  which  will  be  found  be- 
low^ ;  and  in  answer  to  which  this  article 
will  serve.'  -He  denies  that  tlie.  county 
never  was  assembled  before,  and  instaticos 
meetings  against  the  C7;der  Tpjc  (nearly  50 
years  ago)  and  another  in  17S4-,  nearly  .SO 
years  ago.  Bat,  does  he  suppose,  that 
when  we  say,  that  this  is  tho  first  county 
meeting  held  in  Somerset,  we  mean  that 
in  no  former  time  dUl  it  meet?  Does  he 
suppose,  that  we  go  as  far  back  as  the 
time  of  Alfred  }  A  county  that  has  not 
met  for  30  years  may  fairly  be  said  never 
to  have  met ;  for,  who  is  there  in  active  life 
now  that  was  in  active  life  30  years  ago  } 
How  many  men  are  there  of  this  de- 
scription ?  A  county  does  not  mean  the 
dirt  of  it  or  the  houses  of  it ;  but  i/ie  peo- 
ple of  it  ;  and  the  present  people  of  it 
never  have  been  assembled  in  county 
meeting  before ;  for,  as  to  the  little  knots  of 
'Squires  seeking  places  for  their  sons,  and 
Parsons  seeking  preferments,  these  are  no 
more  the  people  of  the  county  than  the  bur- 
docks and  thistles  are  the  crop  of  wheat. 

Upon    this    occasion   three   or   four 

thousands  of  people  were  assembled  ;  and, 
though  by  the  influence  of  the  opponents 
of  the  addres';,  and  by  means  which  I  shall 
afterwards  state,  a  majority  was  obtained 
against  the  address,  the  address  was  read ; 
it  was  heard ;  truths,  in  the  way  of  speech, 
too,  were  promulgated  ;  truths  that  nnisi 
have  sunk  deep  into  the  minds  of  the 
hearers ;  truths  that  cannot  be  got  out  of 
those  minds  again;  and,  which  truths  will 
not  fail  to  work  their  way,  and  prepare 
the  people   forathat  reform   which  is  ap- 

Mr.  Thomas  Hor- 
and  OUTS  could 

;r  of  the  address, 


they  would  have  done  something ;  but, 
as  tliey  had  not  the  power  to  do  this  ;  as 
this  w  as  more  than  they  had  the  power  to 
do  ;  as  he  was  not  a  man  to  be  put  dowQ  ; 
away  went  the  valuable  truths  home  to 
the  frc-sides  of  four  thousand  men,  and 
into  all  their  ncizhbourhoods.  For  Mr. 
Horner  may  be  quite  sure,  that,  though  a. 
majority  of  the  persons  present  voted 
against  the  proposed  address,  every  niaii 
of  them,  who  was  not  looking  for  some 
place  or  job,  felt  for  it,  and  would,  in  his 
family  and  amongst  his  friends,  become 
the  faithful  retailei-  of  the  truths  it  con- 
tained.  "  Rebuke,  indeed  \"     As  if   it 

was  a  defeat,  as  if  it  wa«  not  a  complete 
victory,  to  have  compelled  the  two  factions 
to  unite,  to  exert  all  their  influence,  of  a 
public  as  well  as  a  private  nature,  and 
come  baiefacedly  forward  against  the 
people,  against  reform,  against  every 
thing  that  menoccd  corntpiion  !  As  if  this 
was  doing  nothing  !  As  if  tliis  was 
a  defeat!  All  the  magistrat-e-s,  all  the 
hierarchy,  all  tlie  'Squiiaixhy,  of  the 
county  vrere  assembled,  with  some  few 
exceptions.  There  were,  perhaps,  not 
less  than  200  constables.  V/hy  all  this  ? 
Was  it  doing  nothing  to  get  all  these  peo- 
ple together.'  Was  it  doing  nothing  to 
compel  them  to  Expose  their  union  to  the 
people  }  They  "  rallied''  just  as  we  hare 
seen  them  elsewhere ;  they  made  just 
such  "a  stand;"  and,  upon  exactly  the 
same  principles  and  from  exactly  the 
same  motives.  And,  was  it  doing  nothing 
to  expo"e  ihem  in  this  situation  .-'  Was  it 
doing  nothing  to  make  them  exhibit  themf 
selves  tl.us,  and  to  knock  up  for  ever  all 
the  humbug  of  party  in  the  county  ?. 
So,  Sir  John  Cox  Hippesly  did,  then,  avow 
himself  friendly  to  '•  a  moderate  reform,'* 
but  "  with  a  sedulous  deference  to  times 
"  on(\  cireumstances."  Wo  1 1;  and  was  nofc 
this  what  w-as  said  by  Mr.  Hunt  ?  Aye, 
to  be  sure,  "  a  fiioderate  reform.''  Mode- 
rate enough  I  dare  say.  This  is  a  second 
chapter  oT  Sir  William  Guise.  Moderate 
lionestVj  moderate  chastity  !  What  7ion- 
sensc ;  what  down-right  nonsense  is  this! 
R^for~,n  means  the  rejiioval  of  some  vice. 
It  must  be  acknowledged  to  be  vice  before, 
you  can  admit  of  the  utility  of  reform: 
and,  after  that,  do  you  ^alk  of  moderation 
in  the  removal?  You  Would  remove jMir4 
and  leave  part  remaining  i*  Is  that  your 
meaning  ?  Why,  then, do  you  not  say  so? 
No  :  this  y,ou  are  ashamed  to  say  ;  and 
therefore  you  have  recourse  to  words  that 
are  likely  to  inipose  upon  people  who  do 
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not  reflect.- But,  this  reform,  to  which 

Sir  J.  C.  Hippeslv  avowed  himself  friend- 
ly, is,  it  seeras,  not  only  to  be  moderate 
whenever  it  in  attempted,  but  is  to  wait,  I 
even  this  rnQcicrata  removal  of  vice  is  to 
wait  for  times  and  circumstance s.  Why 
does  not  the  highwayman  say,  in  his  justi- 
fication, that  he  will  relVain  when  the  pro- 
per times  and  circumstances  come? 
What!  and  do  you,  then,  openly  tcli  us, 
that  you  are  for  a  reform,  but  that  it  must 

wait  for  times  and  circumslances  ? Mr, 

Hunt  asked,  ^vlien  this  time  and  these  cir- 
cumstances would  arrive;  and,  instead  of 
answering  him,  Mr.  Thomas  Horner  con- 
tents hiniself  with  repeating  the  preposter- 
ous proposition. Dnriiig  the   first  war 

Jjgainst  republican  France,  it  was  said,  in 
opposition  to  reform,  that  you  ought 
no%    to    set    about    repairing    your    house 

in  the    hurricane   season. Well,   the 

htrricane  season  ended  \  but,  did  the  hur- 
ricane gentry  then  consent  to  reform  ? 
On  the  contrary,  did  they  not  say,  "  we 
"  are  now  quiet,  and  fur  Gpd's  sake  let  us 
"  remain  so  ?"  Kvery  time,  with  them, 
is  good  but  the  present  time.  Tliey  re- 
verse the  old  maxim.  They,  in  short, 
find  their  account  in  preventing  reform, 
and  they  are  resolved,  that,  if  they  have 
the  power  of  prevention,  it  never  shall 
take  place  ;  and  hence  all  their  pretences 

about    times    and     circmnstances. Mr. 

Thomas  Horner  says,  that  Sir  J.  C.  Hip- 
KESLEY  did  not  agree  with  the  mover  of 
the  address  as  to  his  description  of  the 
state  of  the  country.  But,  ilid  he  deny, 
that,  in  the  last  20  years,  that  is  to  say, 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war 
against  the  Jacobins  and  liCvellers,  the 
poor-rates  had  increased  from  tivo  millions 
a  year  to  nearly  six  millions  a  year,  that 
there  were  now  eight  hundred  millions  of 
debt  instead  of  two  ?  Did  he  deny  this  ? 
1  do  not  think  he  did  ;  for,  if  he  had  been 
so  disposed,  the  proof  of  the  falshood  of 
the  denial  was  at  hand— —Aye,  but,  he 
adverted,  in  an-^wcr  to  Mr.  Hunt,  .to  the 
recent  answer  of  the  Prince  to  the  City 
of  London,  in  which  it  was  stated,  that, 
"  the  people  of  this  country  had  hitherto 
"  enjoyed  unrivalled  prosperity  and  huppi- 
"  ness." — —Did  he  say  this.'  Did  Sir 
John  Cox  Hippesly  say  this  ?  Did  lie 
make  this  statement  his  own,  and,  as  such. 

present  it  to  the  county  of  Somerset? 

Well,  then,  here  we  have/jm  in  two  ways  ? 
for,  first,  he  well  kiKiws  that  this  w,is  the 
ansycer  of  the  present  ministers,  AGAINST 
WHOM    HJi   ALWAYS   VOTES,    and 
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thus  he  was  compelled  to  come  forth 
in  their  praise,  or  else, let  the  people's 
cause  triumph  ;  and  next,  if  he  was  of  this 
opinion,  if  he  thought  that  the  statement; 
was  true,  if  he  really  thought  that  tite 
people  of  this  country  have  hitherto  en- 
joyed unrivalled  prosperity  and  happiness,  if 
this  was  his  sincere  opinion,  bow  can  he 
answer  it  to  his  country  or  his  conscience 
for  having  constantly  opposed  the  ministers, 
for  many  many  years  past,  and  for  oppos- 
ing them,  upon  all  occasions,  at  this  hour? 
Let  Mr.  Thomas  Horner,  who  has  ta^  :ii 
upon  himself  the  ofiice  of  answering  ^^c 
Sir  J.  C.  Hippesly,  answer  me  this  ques- 
tion. Let  him,  if  he  can,  reconcile  the 
political  integrity  of  Sir  John  with  the 
sentiments  he  gave  forth  as  his  own,  or  of 
his  own  adoption,  at  Wells  on  the  day  of 
the   County  Meeting.      Let  him  get  his 

proie;.fe   out   of  this  dilemma. The 

truth  is,  as  I  before  stated,  the  fwo  factions 
uHited  against  the  people.  It  was,  there- 
fore, if  they  opened  their  lips  in  opposi- 
tion to  Mr.  Hunt,  impossible  for  them  to 
avoid  inconsistencies.  They  have  been, 
for  many  years,  accusing  each  other  of 
ruining  the  country;  but,  when  the  people, 
at  last,  begin  to  think  and  act  for  them- 
selves, and  to  take  measures  for  correcting 
the  evil,  they  both  join,  and  say,  "we 
"  are  all  very  zvell  off.  We  are  a  very 
"  happy  people.     Look  at  France.     Look  at 

"  other  countries." And,  was  it  doing 

nothing  for  Somersetshire  to  expose  them 
in  this  light?  Was  it  doing  nothing  to 
slick  them  thus  up  to  the  scorn  of  the  peo- 
ple ?  A  "  rebuke,"  indeed  !  If  the  people 
got  such  a  rebuke  \n  every  county,  a  reform, 
a  real  reform,  and  not  one  waiting  for  times 
and  circumstances,  would  come  in  spite  of  all 

the  bank-notes   in  the  world. But,  it 

seems,  though  we  are  all  very  well  ofl^ 
and  are  in  such  a  prosperous  and  happy 
slate,  our  "  blessings,"  as  Mr.  Horner 
tells  me,  "  cannot  be  secuied  without  g'eat 
"  sacrifices."  This  is  a  quaint  idea  enough. 
One  would  think  he  were  a  priest,  and 
bad  been  used  to  the  prices  of  benedic- 
tions. Sacrifices  mean,  in  this  sense,  siif' 
ferings  :  loss  of  property  ;  loss  of  comfort; 
loss  of  happiness;  loss  of  blessings.  So 
that,  according  to  him,  our  blessings  are 
to  be  secured  by  the  loss  of  our  blessings. 

But,  what  does  he  mean  by  blessings  ? 

Does  he  mean  the  million  and  a  half  of 
paupers  ;  or  the  multitudes  of  bank-notes; 
>or  the  loan  to  the  merchants  ar.d  manufac- 
turers; or  the  income  tax;  or  assessed 
taxes ;  or  i-he  funds  which  Mr.  Huskissoa 
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snys  have  depreciated  to    17  shillings  in 

tliC  pounil  ?     Wliat  does  he  mean  t 

Blean  what  he  wiii,  liowever,  he  says  they 
Kiutcost.  sncrijkcs;  but  that  liie  people 
of  S(jmerset.-hire  "  h)()k  with  confidence  to 
"  a  successful  issue  of  the  struggle  (mean- 
"  i;!g  tiie  icar)   i/toagh   Europe  be  conjede- 

*•■  rated  a^nimt  na." 13)  they    inde.d  ? 

\Ve!J,  !e:'.viiig  lliat  to  "  times  and  cirvum- 
'■  stanccBi"  let  mc  a^k  Air,  Thomas  S. 
HoKNEH  who,  or  _\vbat,  was  the  couse  oi' 
EiH-orje  bein'j  confcckraicd  against  us  F  He, 
in  this  niani.er,  calls  upon  the  people  to 
make  sacnjlces  ia  order  to  secure  those 
bk'Siiugs  whi'cii  he  says  they- enjoy,  and 
which  are  enda5ige;"cd  by  tUe  con/sdcraiion 
cf  all  Ki:r(,-.)€  a-rauisl  us,  sYliat,  then,  waa 
l/ii?  cause  ot'tii»^  ehoviaous  evil  ?  There  was 
a  lime,  when  all  Europe  vva-;  confederated 
ivith  us  against  our  present  enemy.  There 
v.as  a  lime,  when  one  of  our  great  states- 
men was  just  about  to  pull  on  his  jack- 
boots to  tnarcli  to  Paris,  and  when  the 
queaii'jn  amongst  profouad  ""SquirfS  was, 
wliat  part  of  France  should  be  given  to 
the -Emperor  of  Geruiany,  and  what  part 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  what  part  we 
shoulJ  keep  tor  ourselves.-— How  changed 
»re  iivies  and  circumstances!  and  wi»al, 
Sir,  WIS  it  produced  the  change?  Who 
have  been  the  cause  of  ic  ?  You  cannot 
say  that  it  v/as  the  Jacobins  and  Levellers, 
those  vvhonj  you  have  now  been  maidng 
such  great  exertions  to  oppose  and  keep 
down,  'i  hey  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
mat! LP.  They  have  had  no  power.  Th.ey 
have  raa'ie  no  warlike  leagues  and  ho  trea- 
ties of  pt.*  ce.  They  have  had  the  selecting 
of  no  Envoys  or  Cointnnnders;  they  have 
planned  and  executed  no  expeditions; 
they  have  made  no  loans  ;  they  have  hail 
nothing  to  do  with  bank  restrictions; 
they  iiave  had  nothing  to  do  with  tlie 
concern  from  hrst  to  last.  It  has  all  been 
the  work  of  those,-  under  whom  we  have 
enjoyed  •'  unrivalled  -prosptrity  and  happi- 
•■'  ne->s."  It  has  all  been  the  work  of  the 
two  parties  who  u'liled  at  WelN  to  oppose 
the  address  of  i\Ir.  Hunt.  How  thej' 
came  to  do  what  they  have  done  ;  how 
they  came  to  be  supported  in  doing  it  ; 
what  has  been  their  object,  and  where 
they  have  found  their  means;  all  this  I 
leave  you  to  settle  amongst  you.  But, 
upon  this  I  insist,  that  it  is  shamefuUv 
cliiUlish  for  you  now  to  come  out  with  a 
crying  story  about  dangers  and  about  the 
ciuiicderalion  of  Europe  agtinst  you.  No  : 
pet  out  of  the  tiling  as  you  got  into  it. 
Tiiftt  J3  the  uiatdy   way.      There   were 
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whole  hordes  of  ''life  and  fortune"  men 
at  the  out-set  of  the  war  against  the  French; 
and,  as  these  persons  have  still  the  sway, 
it  is  a  shame  for  them    to  si't   up    a  howl 

about  the  confederation  of  Europe. 

iNIr.  Thomas  Horner,  iii  his  statetnent  of 
the  amount  of  the  majority,  coniradicis 
that  cf  Mr.  Hunt.  From  a  very  lull  ac- 
coutU  cf  this  matter,  which  has  appeared 
iti  the  Statesman  new.s-paper,  and  from 
evcrj'  other  account  that  1  have  heard, 
I  nm  disposed  to  believe,  that  he  is 
mistaken,  and  that  Mr.  Hunt's  account  was 
correct;  especially  its  Mr.  Thomas  Horner, 
wiio  was  preseiU,  choose  rather  (o  ap- 
peal to  \\\s.  Bulh  papers  than  to  hnzird 
the    statement    upon     his     own     ejcplicit 

asserlipn. He   takes  this   occasion  of 

paying  a  compliment  to  the  yunntn  of  the 
county.  Did  he  ever  do  this  before  ?  Did 
he  ever  dream  of  this  before  ?  And,  was 
it  doing  nothing  to  extort  this  from 
such  men  as. he  ?  The  yeomanry  are,  then, 
soinqthi.ng,  are  they?  They  are  not  mere 
beasts  of  burden  ?  They  are  worthy  of  an 
at-tempt  to  coax  and  vjlieedle  them  ?  Let 
them  meet  frequenlii/ ,  and  they  will  soon 
see  and  feel  their  consequence.  This  was 
the  yeomen's  nieetiu'^.  It  was  they  who 
called  the  meeting.  It  was  they  who</o»J- 
peiled  their  hauglUN*  and  conceited  oeigb- 
b.iurs  to  come  to  Wells  upon  pain  of  losing 
all  tiieir  weight  and  influence.  Was  there 
any  thing  good  in  the  address  that  was 
carried  ?  Was  that  address  a  proper  thing, 
and  was  it  grateful  to  the  Prince  to  receive 
it?"  To  iht  yeomanry,  the  tradesmen,  the 
/^j?-/«er5,  of  Somersetshire,  his  thanks  are  due  ; 
and  not  to  those  who  have  arrogated  to 
themselves  the  title  oi  Lading  men.  Had  it 
not  been  for  the  farmers  and  tradesmen 
there  would  have  been  no  meeting,  and, 
consequenJy,  no  address  If  the  people 

will  but  stir  themselves,  they  may  he  sure 
of  success  in  the  end.  Meetings  produce 
discussion;  discussion  disseminates  truth; 
and    truth,  eive    her   fair    play,  is    quite 

sure  to   prevail    in   the    end. rBut,  the 

greatest  good  of  all  is  the  exposure  of  the 
factions.  Jf  you  succeed  in  that,  your 
success  is  complete.  If  you  can  compel 
a  couple  of  dozen  of  "  leading-  men"  to 
come  together  and  join  in  praising  all 
that  has  been  doing  lor  the  last  twenty 
years,  while  the  lookers-on  know  that  one 
dozen  of  thetn  have  been  condemning  all 
that  has  been  done  for  tiie  last  twenty 
years,  you  post  the  whole  up  to  the  peo- 
ple's scorn.  Tills  is  the  principal  object 
of  6uch  meetings,  in  the  present  slate  of  a 
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county  like  tlint  of  .Somerset  ;  and,  tliis 
object  was,  I  am  convinced,  fully  accom- 
plished by  the  yeomen  who  receniSy  calUd 
the  meetiii'.";  in  tiuit  county. ».  At  su(  h 
meetings,  too,  the  people  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  ja<!gii>,^j  of  the  talents  of  tlieii 
"leading  nieji  ;"  for,  here  they  see  no 
sAaw  opposition  ;  aiid  they  are  quite  sur- 
prised at  discovering  \vliat  niiserablf  stuf? 
the  f:ir  greater  part  of  them  are  mad",  of. 
Poorstimm.irin^-,  boggling,  shift  less tiiinij:?, 
that  shrink  into  air  when  pitied  against 
men  of  mind  and  of  independent  views. 
IZven  their  own  dependants,  theii'  tenants, 
their  tradesmen,  their  very  menial  ser- 
vants, go  home  wiih  an  impression  to  liieir 
disadvantage,  and  no  h>nger  view  them 
wi'h  the  same  eyes  that  they  did  before. 
They  hold  up  their  hands  or  their  hats  for 
them,  they  bawl  for  them  ;  but,  for  these 
ttcls  of  involuntary  dagradation,  of  which 
their  hearts  cease  notto  accuse  them,  thtv 
indulge  thejiope  of  one  day  or  other  be- 
ing able  to  compensate  themselves  by  an 
ojjen  avowal  of  their  contem [;!;.  The  arro- 
gant "  leading  man"  has  generally  sense 
enough  to  perceive  that  this  is  a  natural 
consequence  of  ids  exposure,  and,  accord- 
ingly, he  is  sure  nmrtallr  to  hate  those 
from  whom  that  exposure  has  arisen.  But, 
what  is  there  in  thishatred  esceptthuvvhich 
ought  to  esciie  contempt  ?  Why  need 
any  man  fear  it  }  The  condition  of  the 
world  is  not  now  such  as  to  make  a  farmer 
or  a  tradesman  shrink  into  his  shell  at  the 
name  of  any  of  those  who  have  been  called 
**  leading  men."  There  is,  as  Mr.  'IYtomas 
HoKNER  says,  a  sirw^'g/e  going  on;  but,  it 
is  not  merely  a  rnilitarj/  struggle.  It  is  a 
great  struggle  of  another  son  alpo  ;  and, 
think  of  it  what  such  men  as  Mr.  Thomas 
Horner  wnll,  the  struggle  will  end  in  fa- 
vour of  freedom.  The  struggle,  before  it 
is  over  (and  it  has  scarcely  well  begun,) 
vs'ill  call  forth  all  the  mental  and  physical 
powers  of  man  ;  and,  those  who  have  most 
sense  and  most  strength  and  most  virtue 
will  finally  prevail.  There  is  now  too 
much  knowledge  in  the  world  for  mankind 
ever  again  to  be  contented  in  a  state  of 
slavery  or  of  degradation  of  any  kind. 
Foj-ce  may  and  will  prevail  for  a  time  ; 
but,  in  the  end  (and,  I  trust,  I  shall  live  to 
see  it)  justice  and  freedom  will  obtain  the 
predominance  in  every  part  of  the  world. 

As  to  this  country,  we  who  are  for  a 

reform,  have  no  need  to  be  in  a  hurry. 
Our  part  is  to  keep  steadily  on  in  the 
track  that  we  are  pursuing  :  act  where  we 
can,  and  where  we  cannot,  let  the  thing 
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woik  its  own  way,  perfectly  satisfied  that 
reform  must  conic,  and  hopinfj  that  it  will 
come  m  due  tiiite.  li  is  iur  our  eiicmiea 
to  Iret  and  rage  and  discover  impatience 
and  dread.  VVe  have  i^fthingio  njake  us 
iinpatienl,  and  noihing  to  f(i>r;  having  no 
phcesor  pensions  or  jobs,  eiiher  in  pros- 
pect or  [,osse:ision.  1  he  ollener  \\e  Cdii 
^rpoye  t/ie  two  factions  the  bettor,  becai'sc 
»hat  will  iufxinbly -produce  good  ;  bnt^ 
\^ithlhis\Ve  ought  to  rcft  .saiih^fn  d  ;  and 
when  they  storm  and  tur>e,  we  ought  to 
la'u^^h.  IIow  1  should  have  enjoyed  their 
exposure  in  Somersetshire  !  Their  uneasi- 
ness, their  anxiety,  their  alarms !  They 
have  been,  for  the  last  tiiree  or  four  years, 
in  a  slate  of  continual  perlurbation  ;  a  sort 
of  political  purgatory,  and,  that,  too, 
without  any  advances  towardspurincatiun 
or  atonement.  They  know  not  what  to 
do,  or  which  way  to  look.  Ihey  can 
master  us;  they  can  out-vote  us  at  meet- 
ings of  almost  anj- sort,  and  almost  any 
where;  but  they  cannot  out-vote  LVttus, 
of  which  so  many  and  such  important 
ones  succeed  each  other;  of  which  timy 
is  teeminsj.  Thev  can  out  vote  the  re- 
formers,  bat  they  cannot  out-vote  the 
increase  of  paper-money;  they  cannot 
out-vote  the  diminution  of  commerce  ; 
but  they  cannot  out-vote  the  bankruptcies. 
None  of  their  ridings  and  writings  about 
the  country  can  keep  down  depreciation 
or  call  back  gold  and  silver  into  circula- 
tion, or  retard,  for  only  one  moment,  the 
consequences  that  hang  upon  such  a  state 
of  things".  There  are  other  events  too, 
which  stare  them  in  the  face  and  fill  their 
hearts   with  dismay,   and  which  none   of 

their  votings  will  affect. 1  uow  dismiss 

these  remarks  upon  the  Somersetshire 
Meeting  with  assuring  Mr.  Thomas  Horner 
that,  if  he  be  satisfied  with  the  result  of 
if,  1  am,  and  that  thus,  for  once,  there  is 
that  unnnimiti/  amongst  us,  for  which  he 
and  his  associates  professed  so  anxiously- 
to  wish. 

MoNiTEUR. In  another  part  of  this 

Number  will  be  found  a  commentary, 
taken  from  the  Mdniteur  (the  ofiiciai 
French  news-paper),  on  the  Speech  of  the 
Prince  Regent  at  the  opening  of  the  Ses- 
sion of  Parliament.  This  commentary 
is  well  worthy  of  ihe  reader's  attention, 
especially  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  ■scar  in 
Portugal.  Certaini3S  it  vt^as  -..Iv/ays  my 
opinion,  which  I  have  fiequently  expressed, 
that  that  war  could  ba  made  most  de- 
structive to  us  by  being  prcirucicd  ;    and^ 
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ivIiT/,  then,  slioulJ  ibis  not  be  the  intention 
of  Napoleon?  It  is  ray  real  belief  that  it 
is;  and,  that  he  will  resort  to  some  device 
to  induce  us  to  send  more  and  more  troops 
and, more  and  more  food  to  that  all-swal- 

fovving  country. But  "  we  shall    beat 

*'  the  French  there."  Oh,  yes  !  I  am 
aware  of  that.  We  have  had  so  hiany  as- 
surances upon  that  head,  that  to  doubt  of 
it  would  argue  a  degree  of  incredulitj'^ 
greater  than  that  of  Thomas  the  Apostle. 

This,  indeed,  will  blast  all  the  hopes  of 
the  French  Emperor.  But,  as  our  army  is 
very  expensive,  %vhy  do  ive  let  him  protract 
the  war  ?  Why  do  we  not  fall  on  upon 
the  Serjeants  and  their  myrmidons  and 
destroy  them  all  at  once  ?  We  have  often 
been  told,  that  they  were  upon  the  point 
of  starving.  They  begun  to  starve  just 
about  the  time  that  I  was  committed  to 
Newgate,  But,  if  they  are  so  long  in 
starving,  they  may  be  at  it  for  years,  la 
my  humble  opinion  therefore,  the  best 
Ivay  would  be  to  slaughter  them   wiihout 

further  ceremony. Upon   the  subject 

of  the  newly  conquered  islands,  the  Mo- 
nifeur  observes,  that  those  islands  will 
scarcely  support  the  garrisons  and  the 
civil  establishments  in  them  ;  that  the 
drawing  away  from  home  those  garrisons 
will  tend  to  make  England  and  Ireland 
Tulncrable  ;  that  the  coffee  and  cotloii 
and  sugar  produced  in  them  are  not  worth 
the  carriage  to  England  ;  that  they  will 
te  restored  at  the  peace  ;  and  that,  in  the 
meanwhile,  the  expence  of  maintaining 
them  will  be  saved  to  France,  and  will  be 
tetter  employed  in  building  ships  of  war. 

■At  these  remarks  the  Courier  and 
Morning  Post  laugh  most  heartily,  say- 
ing that  the  passage  reminds  them  of  the 
fable  of  the  sour  grapes.  But,  the  very 
.Jiext  day  afcer  these  facetious  remarks,  out 
came  the  Report  of  the  Committee  for 
jnercantile  relief,  gravely  and  in  sober 
sadness  stating,  that  our  conquests  had 
contributed  towards  those  evils  which 
threatened  the  7nost  solid  houses  with  insol- 
vency ;  and,  furthfr,  that  the  f;oods  cominy 

thence  were    become  a    burthen. The 

closing  part  of  the  commentary  is  upon  the 
subjecr.  of  our  revenue;  and,  the  Moniteou 
having  said,  that  the  system  of  Napoleon 
liad  already  made  the  city  of  London  turn 
J>ale,  the  Coui^ier  observed  iri  answer,  that, 
as  to  rzdn  from  financial  causes,  the  ex- 
ample of  France  herself  would  show,  that 

such  an  effect  was  not  very  ruinous. 

Kuinous  to  uhoTu,  or  to  what?  The  de- 
struction of  credit,  the  fall  gf  paper-nio- 


ney,  the  annihilation  of  all  commerce; 
these  did  not  injure  France,  that  is  to  say 
the  French  nation ;  but  made  it  more 
powerful,  and,  I  dare  saj',  more  happy ; 
but,  what  was  its  effect  upon  the  French 
govermneni  ?  The  Col^rier  makes  not  this 
distinction  ;  yet  it  is  very  material.  In- 
deed, it  is  evcii/  thing;  because  the  Moni- 
teur  does  not  pretend,  that  the  destruction 
of  our  ccmmeice  will  ruin  the  77a//on,  but 
merely  that  it  will  embarrass  the  govern- 
ment. If  the  Courier  had  shewn  us,  that 
the  French  govemmtnt  was  not  embarrassed 
by  the  ruin  of  its  finances,  the  answer 
would  have  been  good  for  something:  as 

it  is,  its  answer  was  not  worth  a  straw. 

For  ray  part,  I  see,  and  I  always  have 
seen,  no  danger  at  all  in  the  crisis  which 
threatens  our  finances.  I  do  not  see,  pro- 
vided wise  measures  are  adopted,  that  any 
evil  of  any  sort  need  be  apprehended 
either  to  the  kingly  government,  or  to  the 
people;  and,  in  this  respect,  therefore,  if 
wise  measures  be  adopted  (amongst  which 
I  always  include  reform),  I  think  the  Mo- 
niteur  is  wrong  in  its  calculations,  But> 
as  to  the  answer  of  the  Courier,  the 
French  writer  must  laugh  indeed,  when  he 
hears  a  venal  writer  in  England  point  out 
to  his  readers  consolation  in  the  success- 
ful example  of  republican  France  ! 

W".  COBBETT. 
State  Prison,  Newgate,  Friday, 
March  15,  1811. 

"'^  COBBETT'S 

Parliamentary  Debates i 

It  was  notified  before  that  the  Debates 
of  this  Session,  and  in  future,  would  be 
published  in  PARTS,  four  of  which  will 
form  a  Volume.  The  SECOND  PART 
of  the  Eighteenth  Volume,  continuing  the  , 
Debates  of  the  present  Session  from  the 
2(.)lh  of  Dccfinber  to  the  2nd  of  January, 
on  the  important  question  of  the  Regency, 
is  now  ready  for  delivery  at  the  Puh- 
I  is  hers. 

Also, 

COBBETT'S 

Parliamentary  History 

OF 

ENGLAND, 

From  the  Norman  Comjuest  in  l066  to 
the  year  I»03.  The  SEVENTH  Volume 
of  this  Work>  comprizing  ttre  Period  from 
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the  Accession  of  GEO.  I.  1714-,  (o  the 
opening  of  the  Sixth  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  in  Oct.  1722, — is  now  ready  for 
delivery. 

ADVERTISEMENT 

TO   THIS  VOLUME. 

'THE  present    Volume  embraces  the 

*  Period  from  the  Accession  of  King  George 

*  the  First,  in  the  month  of  August  171  i, 
'  to  the  Meeting  of  the  Sixth  Parliament 
<  of  Great  Britain  (being  the  Second  of  the 
'  said  King's  Reign)  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
f  tober  1722.  The  Materials  have  been 
.^■principally  collected  froAii  the  following 
/Works:  i.  The  Journals  of  the  House 
♦of  Lords:  2.  The  Journals  of  the  Rouse 
'of  Commons:  3.  The  Political  State  of 
'Great  Britain,  by  Mr.  .  A.  Boyer ;  of 
.'which  Chandler's   History  and  Proceod- 

*  ings  of  the  House  of  Commons,  during 
'  this  period,  is  a   careless   Abridgment : 

*  4.  The  Historical  Register :  5.  Timber- 
'  land's  History  and  Proceedings  of  the 
'  House  of  Lords  :     6,  Tindal's  Continua- 

*  tion  of  Rapin's  History  of  England  :  and, 
«  7.  Mr.  Coxe's  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and 

*  Administrator!  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  ; 
'  together  with  the  valuable  original  C<m- 
'  respondent e  and  authentic  Papers   con- 

*  tained  therein. 

'  The  whole  of  the  very  important  Pro- 
'  ceedings,  relating  to  the   fatal  South  Sea 

*  Pri'je.  t,  have  been   detai'ed  with  great 

*  ac  uracy :  and  it  is  c-inhdently  pre- 
'  sumeH,  that  the  Reader  will  find  in  the 
'  following    pages,    the    fullest  and    most 

*  complete     flistory     of    that    disastrous 

*  Scheme,  from  the  first  Proposition  of  the 

*  South  Sea  Company  to  Parliament,  in 
'January  1720,  to  the  passing  of  the   Bill 

*  of  Pains  and  Penalties  against  the  Direc- 
'  tors  of  the  said  Company,  in  July  1721, 
'  that  has  hitherto  appeared. — Febriiaiy  1, 

*  1811.' 


SOMERSETSHIRE  MEETING. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Tho.  S.  Houneh. 

Sir; — Observing  in  your  last  Register  a 
Letter  addressed  to  the  Freeholders  and 
Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Somerset, 
signed  "  H.  Hunt,"  and  dated  "  Bath,  6th 
"  March  1811,"  on  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  County  Meeting  held  at 
Wells,  and  having  had  the  honor  of  mov- 
ing  the  Address  vvhich  has  since  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Prince  Regent,  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  make  a  few  observations  on  the 
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assertions  contained  in  that  letter,  especi- 
ally as  I  perceive,  in  your  introductory 
article,  that  yourself  have  been  led  into  a 
very  erroneous  conclusion. — It  is  first  stat- 
ed by  the  writer  of  the  letter,  ihat  this 
Meeting  of  the  4th  inst.  was  the  fir>>'  pub- 
lic Meeting  ever  called  in  the  County  of 
Somerset. — This  assertion  I  must  decidedly 
negative.  A  Meeting  of  the  County  was, 
I  know,  convened  on  the  subject  of  the 
Cyder  Tax,  when  first  imposed  ;  another 
about  the  year  1784,  when  Col.  Coxe  and 
Mr.  Philips  were  the  County  Members, 
and  that  professedly  on  the  subject  of  re- 
dress of  grievances;  others  have  been  also 
held,  though  my  memory  will  not  now 
serve  me  to  state  their  precise  objects, 
exclusive  of  those  for  the  ordinary  purpose 
of  nominating  members  to  Parliament.  It 
is  also  stated  in  this  letter,  that  Sir  J,  C, 
Hippisly  "  explicitly  acknowledged  that 
"  the  cause  of  the  distressing  situation  of 
"  the  Country  arose  from  a  want  of  a  fair 
"  and  equal  representation  of  the  People 
"  in  Parliament."  Sir  J.  C.  Hippisly 
unquestionably  did  avow  himself  friendly 
lo  "  a  moderate  reform  with  a  sedulous 
"  deference  to  times  and  circumstances/' 
but  he  objected,  in  the  strongest  iTianner, 
to  such  a  discussion  making  any  part  of 
the  proceedings  of  that  day,  and  so  far  was 
he  from  coinciding  in  the  opinions  of  the 
Mover  of  the  Address  which  was  rejected, 
that  he  took  a  very  different  view  of  the 
state  of  the  Country,  and  adverted  to  the 
recent  declaration  of  the  Prince  Regent, 
in  his  reply  to  the  Address  of  the  City  of 
London,  namely,  "  That  the  People  of  this 
"  Country  had  kiihcrto  enjoyed  unrivalled 
"  prosperity  and  happiness.'^  I  must  ne- 
gative the  assertion  that  "  the  united  in- 
"  fluence  of  all  the  leading  men,  and  of 
"  the  magistrates  and  all  the  men  of  large 
"  landed  property,  was  actively  exerted  in 
"  opposition  to  the  measures  of  the  Mover 
"  of  the  rejected  Address;'^  on  the  contrary, 
I  miintain,  that,  for  a  considerable  lime, 
there  was  no  effort  made  by  any  person  of 
these  descriptions  to  oppose  it  at  all,  but 
when  the  force  of  anticipated  numbers 
was  so  loudly  proclaimed  by  those  who 
promoted  the  requisition,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  by  some  Gentlemenof  the  Coun- 
ty, certainly  not  exceeding  half  a  dozen^ 
to  apprise  their  neighbours  that  a  respect- 
able appearance,  and  particularly  of  the 
yeomanry  of  the  County,  would  be  de- 
sirable on  such  an  occasion,  to  evince  theif 
feelings  on  the  subject  of  such  topics  as 
were  likely  to  be  introduced. — The  inde. 
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pendency  of  the  great  mass  of  FiethoMers 
of  the  County  of  Somerset,  I  need  not  say, 
has  been  proverbial,  and  as  such  very  re- 
cently held  fortli  to  successful  iniitation; 
— 'he  choice  of  their  representatives  has 
never  been  governed  by  party  or  faction: 
The  yeomanry  will  not  be  readily  led  to 
distrust  the  rectitude  of  their  neighbours  j 
though  raised,  in  the  scale  of  society,  in  a 
class  somewhat  above  themselves,  they  live 
with  them  in  the  reciprociiy  of  kind  and 
friendly  offices,  and  Providence  has  gifted 
them  with  undeistandings  amply  and  just- 
ly to  estimate  the  value  of  the  blessings 
they  enjoy :  they  know  nevertheless  that 
those  blessings  cannot  be  secured  without 
great  sacrifices,  but  they  look  with  confi- 
dence to  the  sucessful  issue  of  the  strug- 
gle, though  ECtrope  be  confederated  in 
arai'!  against  the'ii, — In  opposition  to  the 
statirment  of  the  relative  numbers,  I  must 
also  observe  that  the  County  Papers  (Bath, 
Sec.)  have  truly  stated  that  the  Division 
was  at  least  8  lo  1  in  favour  of  the  Address 
which  was  carried,  and  if  the  lowest  de- 
r-c.'',ii'>i)  of  labourers  and  even  children  had 
b:ea  excluded  from  the  minority,  the  dis- 
proport.on  would  have  manife?.ted  itself  in 
a  much  higtitr  degree. — Of  that  msjority 
three-fourths  were  of  respecta'rde  yeo- 
manry.— I  will  make  no  further  coronient, 
bat  trust.  Sir,  thai,  I  shall  have  the  full  ad- 
vantage of  that  candour  ■which  I  know  has 
distinguished  your  paper  oa  many  occa- 
sions, in  admitting  the  correction  of  erro- 
neous statements,  though  countenanced  by 
yourself.  I  beg  to  be  understood  however 
as  not  inviting  controversy, and  feelinj^the 
correctness  of  this  statement,  I  shall  cer- 
t.iiuly  not  reply  to  any  other. — I  am.  Sir, 
3'our  very  obedient  humble  strvant, 

.  Tho.  Stuangways  Horner. 
St,  James's  Si.  I'k/j  March  1811. 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

America  and  England. Letters  of 

Mr.  PiNKNEY,  laid  before  Congress  by 
the  President  Mr.  Madison,  12  Jun. 
1811. 

A  Bill  supplementary  to  the  Act  conctrning  the 
Commercial  Intercourse  beiivsen  the  United 
Stales  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and 
for  other  purposes. — Jan.  1811. 
(Continued  from  page  6W.) 

an  informer,  not  being  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  be  given  to  such  infor- 
mer, and  in  cases  where  there  is  no  such 
mformer,  shall  be  given  to  the  collector. 
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to  be  apportioned  amongst  the  collector, 
naval  cllicer,  and  surveyor,  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  onp  half  of  the  penalties  and 
fori'eitures  fvccruing  by  reason  of  infrac- 
tions of  the  laws  lor.  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  the  importation  of  merchandize 
into  the  United  States ;  and  in  all  cases 
whatever  the  other  half  shall  be  distri- 
buted in  the  same  manner  as  is  already 
provided  by  law.  • 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
in  all  cases  of  seizure  of  merchandize,  in 
any  district  adjacent  to  the  colonies  or 
possessions  of  a  foreii^u  nation,  made  on 
account  of  any  infraction  of  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  or  of  the  act  to  which  t1iis  act 
is  a  supplement,  it  shall  be  necessary  for 
the  claimant  or  claimants  to  prove  that  the 
merchandize  th'is  seized  .  was  legally  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  and  that  th6 
duties  payable  on  the  importalion  of  the 
same  had  been  paid,  or  secured  i.:  tv-  paid, 
and  in  failure  of  nsaking  such  proof"  the 
merchandize  thus  sc-izr.'d  shall  be  forfeited. 

S'C,  16.  And  be  ili'unher  enacted.  That 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
.he  hereby  is  authorised  to  hire,  arm,  and 
employ,  seventy-five  vesseJ.s,  not^-xceed- 
ing  in  tonnage  one  hundred  ana  ihirty 
tons  each,  belonging  to  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  so  many  seamen  as 
shall  be  necesrary  to  man  .the  same  for 
imijsediate  service;  in  enforcing  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  on  the  sea  coast  there- 
of, and  to  dismiss  the  same  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  whenever  he 
shall  deem  the  same  expedient, — Provided 
however,  that  such  hiring  or  employing 
shall  not  be  for  a  term  exceeding  one 
year. 

Sec.  17.  /And  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
for  enabling  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  carry  into  effect  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  the  sum  — .  to 

be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury, 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  shall  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  appropriated. 


EXTRACT 

FrojH  the  French  Paper,  the  Moniteur.  Paris, 
Feb. '20^  181 1. — Comments  on  the  Speech 
of  the  Frince  Regent,  delivered  by  Com- 
mission, in  the  House  of  Lords,  1 2ih  Feb, 
1811. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  read  the  speech 
of  the  Regent  for  opening  the  Session, 
which  was  as  follows  : — 
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[Here  follows  the  whole  of  the  Speech,  t 
from  which  we  select  such  passages  only  as 
are  commented  upon] 

Speilch  —  (I)  "  Tlie  capture  of  the 
islands  of  Bourbon  anil  Amboyna  have 
still  further  reduced  the  coloniaJ  dependen- 
cies of  the  eneiuv." 

Noie  in  the  Moniteur. — The  naval  supe- 
riority  of  the  enemy   necessarily   placed 
at    his    disposal    ali     the    small    French 
colonies.       Martinique,  Guadaloupe,    the 
Isle    of    Reunion,     xha     Isle    of    France, 
must  tif  course   belong  to  the  squadrons 
which    had   the  coininand   of  the  ocean. 
Their  garrisons  could  not  havQ  amounted 
afc  most  to   more   than  2^000  men.     Had 
they  been  more  nvunerous,  they  could  not 
h.ive  procured  means  of  subsistence.     It 
was  evident  thai  2,0u0  nit^n,  at  a  thousand 
leagues  distance  tV'un  their  country,  conld 
not   make    i-.w   efftctual   resistance    when 
they  should  become  the  object  of  the  suc- 
cessive attacks  of  12,000  men.— Bnt  is  the 
occupation  of  t's'jse  colo.ues  by  the  Eng- 
lish, a  misfortune  to  France  under  existing 
circumstances  ? — These  colonics  suffered 
ranch  from    the  strict  blockade  in  which 
they  were  held.     The  connection  which 
binds  these   colonies  to  the  mother  coun- 
try  will   become    more    close,    and   their 
haughtiness   will  encrease  under  the  ty- 
ranny of  a  Government   which   finds  no 
greater   pleasure  than   that  of  hu.'iibling 
every   thing  that    falls  under   its  power. 
The    inhabitants    oi    Canada,    who    have 
been  separated  from  France  for  a  century, 
are  still  as  much  French  as   the   inliabit- 
ants  of  the   banks  of  the  Loire.     In   the 
present  state  of  afFairs,  Martinique,   Gua- 
daloupe,  the  Isles  of  Reunion  and  France, 
furnished   nothing    to    the   parent  State, 
and  cost  it  more  than  twenty  millions  a 
year.     These  twenty  millions  would  build 
ten  ships  of  the   line   a  year  ;  which,   at 
the  entl  of  the  five  or  six  years  that  the 
war  may  probably  last,  will  produce  fifty 
ships  of  the  line. — The  cotiee,  sugar,  and 
cotton,    which    these    colonies    produced, 
are  at  so  cheap  a  rate  in  London,  that 
their  sale  will  not  pay  the  expence   of 
carriage  to  Europe.   It  is  doubtful  whether 
these  islands  will  support  the  expence  of 
the  Government  and  the  military  which 
the  English  Government  will  be  obliged 
to  maintain  there.     They  must  Keep  up 
garrisons    in     them.      In    scattering    her 
forces  England  will  become  vulnerable  in 
a  great  number  of  points. — The  colonies 
occupied  by  England  will  be  rcilored  to 
fclie  mother  country  at  a  peace,  or  when 
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the  empire  will  have  120  sail  of  the  line, 
and  200  frigares  or  smaller  ves.suls.  This 
period,  which  is  foreseen  and  calculated, 
is  not  far  distant  fron.  us. — Tae  possibility 
of  having  so  great  a  naval  force,  arises 
from  the  particular  situation  of  the  enndre. 
The  Woods  of  Istria,  lia-y,  France,  and 
Germany,  reach  us  by  the  rivers  of  which 
we  command  the  navigation.  The  Adria- 
tic, the  Zuder-zea,  the  Scheldt,  the  roads 
of  Brest  and  Toulon,  the  coasting  trade  of 
the  irame!>se  maritime  borders  of  the  cm-- 
pire,  serve  to  instruct  our  sailors,  and 
furnis.h  us  with  the  means  of  manning  all 
the  vt'.ssels  we  can  buiid. 

(2)  Speech.  "The  attack  upon  the 
Island  of  Sicily,  which  was  announced 
to  the  worl'^  with  a  prescmptuousaniicipa- 
tion  of  success,  has  bei,a  repulsed  (.'3)  by 
the  persevering  exertions  and  valour  of 
his  Majesty's  land  and  sea  forces." 

Note  in  the  '  Blonite'iir. — This  expression 
is  that  of  a  writer  who  is  more  accustomed 
to  the  bold  assertions  of  a  pamphleteer, 
than  of  a  person  who  is  in  the  habit  of 
drawing  up  the  official  declarations  of  a 
Goverameni. — For  the  purpose  of  occu- 
pying Sicily  30,000  men  must  have  been 
detached  from  the  Continent,  which  was 
not  deemed  advisable  in  the  year  IS  10. 
In  consequence,  no  pled<je  of  any  kind 
was  given  at  that  time  thai  it  was  intended 
to  conquer  Sicily. — The  King  of  Naples 
h«d  assembled  at  Regg'o,  notwithslauding 
all  the  tlK»rts  of  the^^English,  GOO  small 
vessels,  alh manned  by  Neapolitan  sailors. 
He  kept  12,000  British  in  check,  and 
compelled  England  to  recall  the  force 
that  threatened  Corfu.  Eftectiiig  daily  dis- 
embarkations in  Sicily,  his  flotilla  was 
daily  engaged  and  as  often  victorious. 
His  subjects  gc4ve  proofs  to  the  English  of 
the  ardoarwith  which  they  foughtagainst 
them,  Sicily  will  be  conquered  when- 
ever it  is  desired  ;  but  is  it  so  trifling  an 
advai?iage  then,  to  oblige  the  English  to 
keep  12,000  men  so  far  removed  from  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  ?  It  is  astended  with  this 
three-fold  advantage :  the  dispersion  of 
the  British  military  force;  the  deteriora- 
tion of  their  finances  ;  and  of  a  very  use- 
ful moral  effect  upon  the  minds  of  tlie 
Sicilians.  The  appearance  of  an  heretical 
military  force,  always  brutal  and  intoxi- 
cated, and  of  that  British  haughtiness,  so 
offensive  to  all  countries,  has  irritated  all 
classes  of  persons  in  Sicily. — (3.)  Re- 
puhed !  The  person  who  prepared  the 
speech  will  be  good  enough  to  tell  us  how 
it  was  possible  to  repel  an  attack  that  was 
never  made. 
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Speech. —  "  The  judicious  arrange- 
ments adopted  by  the  officers  command- 
ing on  that  station,  derived  material  sup- 
port from  the  zeal  and  ardour  that  were 
manifested  during  this  contest  by  the  in- 
habitants of  Sicily,  and  from  the  co-ope- 
ration of  the  naval  means  which  were  di- 
rected by  his  Sicilian  Majesty  to  this  ob- 
ject." 

Note  in  the  Monileur. — The  English 
people  are  better  informed  than  their  Go- 
vernment.— Every  one  in  London  knows 
that  the  Sicilians  were  very  far  from  ma- 
nifesting either  zeal  or  ardour,  and  that 
they  hate  the  English.  The  Court  itself 
does  not  conceal  its  aversion  for  them. 
But  it  was  necessary  to  speak  of  the  co- 
operation of  the  naval  forces  of  his  Sicilian 
Majesty,  to  induce  a  belief  that  the  flotilla 
of  the  King  of  Naples  was  victorious 
merely  because  the  force  opposed  to  it 
was  composed  partly  of  English  and  partly 
of  Sicilians.  This  aiFectation  of  mentioning 
the  naval  forces  of  Sicily  can  have  no 
other  motive. 

(5)  Speech. — "  In  Portugal  and  at  Cadiz, 
the  defence  of  which  constituted  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  his  Majesty's  exertions,  in 
'  the  last  campaign,  the  designs  of  the 
enemy  have  been  frustrated  (6)  hitherto 
(7)." 

Note  in  the  Monitetir. — It  was  only  a 
year  ago  that  the  English  Government 
aimed  at  nothing  less  than  expelling  the 
French  from.  Madrid,  and  driving  thern 
beyond  the  Pyrenees.  Now  it  is  Portu- 
gal and  Cadiz  which  constitute  the  princi- 
pal object  of  its  exertions:  we  flatter  our- 
selves that  in  the  speech  of  1812,  his  Ma- 
jesty will  have  equally  succeeded  in  the 
principal  object  of  his  exertions;  becan.se 
at  that  time  Portugal  and  Cadiz  will  not 
be  the  principal  objects  of  his  exertion:^, 
but  the  defence  of  Gibraltar. — (7.)  The 
designs  of  the  enemj',  you  say,  have  been 
frustrated  in  Portugal.  Should  it  have  so 
happened  that  they  had  made  a  landing 
at  Edinburgh;  that  after  having  taken 
posscbsion  of  Scotland,  Northumberland, 
&C.  it  had  driven  your  armies  before  it 
for  15  days  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet; 
that  prudently  retreating  with  the  torch 
in  the  one  hand,  and  the  steel  in  the  other, 
you  had  devastated  your  plains,  destroy- 
ed your  cattle,  your  farms,  your  parks, 
your  country-seats  ;  thai  having  arrived, 
&c.  at  the  heights  of  London,  resting  one 
wing  on  the  sea  and  the  other  on  the 
Thames,  posted  on  desert  and  inaccessible 
mountains,  fortified   with  1,500  pieces  of 
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heavy  artillery,  thirty-six,  twenty-four 
and  eighteen  pounder?,  drawn  from  your 
ships  and  your  arsenals,  and  having  your 
flanks  so  covered  tiiat  it  was  impossible  to 
turn  you  and  cut  you  off  from  the  sea, 
would  you  then  boast  that  you  had  de- 
fended England  ?  But  the  inhabitants 
of  Essex,  Middlesex,  &c.  would  tell  you, 
that  to  burn  and  destroy  a  country  is  not 
defending  it;  that  London  is  net  the  hen- 
tier  to  an  army  which  comes  from  Scot- 
land ;  that  to  take  a  position  80  leagues 
from  the  frontiers,  leaving  the  enemy 
master  of  three-fourths  of  the  country,  is 
neither  a  measure  of  defence  nor  a  proof 
of  strength.  This  is  the  way,  however, 
in  which  you  have  defended  Portugal. 
You  have  abandoned  Almeida,  Cuidad 
Rodrigo,  Olivenza,  and  Campo  Mayor, 
and  suffered  25,000  of  your  allies  to  bo 
taken  ;  you  have  surrendered  the  coun- 
try between  the  Minho,  the  Douro,  and 
Mondragone — between  Beira  and  the  Ta- 
gus;  you  have  burned  and  laid  waste  ; 
and  still  you  have  the  impudence  to  say 
that  the  defence  of  Portugal,  the  principal 
object  of  his  Majesty's  exertions,  has  been 
accomplished,  and  that  the  designs  of  tha 
enemy  have  been  frustrated.  May  WeU 
lington  one  day  defend  England  in  the 
same  manner  ! — (7)  Hitherto.  This  word 
is  worthy  of  observation.  Thus  you  boast 
of  having  abandoned  three-fourths  of  Por- 
tugal, and  of  having  laid  waste  the  coun- 
try of  which  you  call  yourselves  the  pro- 
tectors, and  which  yon  consider  as  your 
own  property  ;  and  still  you  are  not  sure 
of  being  al)le  to  maintain  possession  of  it. 
You  sav  Itiiherto;  this  is  a  confession  ex- 
torted from  the  English  government  by 
facts.  As  to  us,  we  will  tell  you  plainly, 
that  we  wiih  this  hitherto  may  be  very  re- 
mote ;  and  that  'if  the  day  upon  which 
your  asmv  embarks  is  to  be  a  holiday,  it 
will  be  only  for  the  Ensflish  people  ;  that 
the  advantages  of  the  ac'-ual  contest  will 
be  the  greater  for  us,  the  larger  your  stake 
is.  It  must  be  large  to  be  decisive;  it 
must  be  protracted  to  protluce  all  the  re- 
sults we  expect.  An  army  of  G(),000 
English  encamped  upon  the  heights  of 
Lisbon  obliged  to  procure  from  London 
even  the  very  straw  they  want  ;  England 
obliged  to  keep  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tagus 
boo  transports  and  20,000  sailors ;  hav- 
ing to  subsist  not  only  80,000  soldiers  or 
sailors,  but  400,000  men,  women,  and 
children  besides,  who  have  taken  refug* 
at  Lisbon,  and  concentrated  themselves  in 
one  point  J  being,  moreover,  obliged  to 
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aupport  all  this  expence,  with  a  course  of 
exchange  which  has  fallen  33  per  c«nt. 
gives  to  France,  ahead}',  all  the  .  advan- 
tages she  could  desire  from  the  present 
contest.  It  is  part  of  the  Continental  sys- 
tem, -which  diminishes  on  one  side  your 
revenues  by  reducing  your  cf>:nmerce, 
and  on  the  other  increases  your  expens* 
by  compelling  you  to  maintain  armies  in 
Sicily  and  at  Lisbon.  It  is,  in  vulgnr 
language,  to  burn  the  candle  at  both  ends. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  French  army,  ac- 
cording to  its  fundamental  law,  subsists  on 
the  country  upon  whi-.h  it  makes  war,  and 
only  cofts  us  ilj  pay,  which  we  should  be 
obliged  to  sup[>ly  wherever  it  was. — In 
short,  if  Mussena,  having  received  his  re- 
inforcements and  his  heavy  artillery, 
should  be  inclined  to  advance  upon,  after 
having  silenced,  your  batteries;  or  if  you 
yourselves,  rendered  impatient  by  this 
ruinous  contest,  march  against  him,  what 
will  be  the  consequence  ?  If  you  are 
victorious,  you  will  derive  no  advantage 
from  it,  for  you  will  have  scarcely  made 
two  marches  before  you  are  met  by  new 
armies.  If  you  are  conquered,  you  are 
lost.  The  loss  of  00,000  men  to  England, 
is  as  great  as  that  of  500,000  to  France. 
The  two  countries  are  in  the  proportion  of 
one  to  three  to  each  other  with  respect  to 
population  ;  the  same  proportion  prevails 
with  respect  to  the  extent  of  the  countries 
where  you  are  obliged  to  have  troops, 
which  on  the  whole  produces  a  proportion 
of  one  to  nine. — We  are  ignorant  of  the 
intentions  of  the  cabinet  of  the  Thuiile- 
ries  ;  but  we  wish  with  all  our  heart,  that 
the  Prince  of  Essling  may  manoeuvre  in- 
stead of  attacking  you,  and  by  so  doing 
keep  you  some  years  v.here  you  are. 
The  consequences  would  be,  you  would 
add  100  millions  more  to  your  debt,  and 
we  should  be  certain  of  the  more  com- 
plete submission  of  the  Penirisula.  When 
the  question  is  about  a  great  extent  of 
Continent,  what  are  a  few  years  ?  All 
the  nations  who  have  been  subjugated, 
have  defended  themselves  for  several 
years;  you  alone  have  exhibited  the  so- 
litary instance  in  historj^  of  a  nation  con- 
quere<l  in  one  battle,  and  so  subjugated 
bj'-  the  Normans  your  conquerors,  that 
your  laws,  j'our  custonas,  every  thing  v/as 
torn  from  you  by  a  single  victory. 

(8)  Speech. — "  And  particularly  by 
the  brilliant  part  which  they  bore  in  the 
repulse  of  the  enemy  at  Busaco." 

Noie  in  the  Moniteur. — The  aftair  at  Bu- 
saco, whatever  was  its  nature,  or  whatever 
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accuracy  there  mifjht  he  in  the  account* 
on  either  side,  did  it  answer  the  object  of 
the  French  or  of  the  English  general  ? — 
The  object  of  the  English  general,  as  he 
fells  us  himself  in  his  dispatch  of  the 
30ih  September,  in  the  following  words, 
"  although  I  fear  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
obtain  the  object  I  had  in  passing  the 
IMondegc,  and  in  occupying  the  Sierra  of 
Busaco,  yet  I  do  not  regret  to  have  done 
so,"  was  to  defend  the  position  of  the 
Mondego,  the  right  of  which  rested  on 
that  river,  and  on  the  inaccessible  moun- 
tains of  the  right  bank  of  the  Zezere,  which 
empties  Jtself  into  the  Tagus  30  leagues 
from  thence,  and  whose  left  extended  on 
the  mountains  which  rest  on  the  Douro.  ■ 
By  this  central  position,  the  English  Ge- 
neral did  not  obtain  the  glory  of  defend- 
ing Portugal,  since  he  had  already  aban- 
doned SO  leagues  of  the  country  to  the 
enemy.  To  defend  Portugal  he  should 
have  raised  the  siege  of  Almeida,  or  at 
least  have  occupied  the  fine  positions  of 
Guarda.  However,  having  thought  pro- 
per to  occupy  the  position  of  Busaco,  he 
covered  3-4th3  oT  Portugal  :  he  protected 
the  fine  vallies  of  the  Tagus  and  the  Mon- 
dego ;  he  kept  the  French  army  at  40 
leagues  from  the  capital ;  he  kept  up  his 
communications  with  Oporto,  and  with 
all  the  provinces  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Douro,  of  which  he  remained  master. 
The  French  army  of  Portugal  remained  _ 
separated  for  upwards  of  eighty  league? 
from  the  army  of  the  South,  and  derived 
all  its  subsistence  from  a  country  which 
Wellington  had  intentionally  laid  waste, 
employing  all  the  time  that  was  necessary 
to  make  the  devastation  complete.  It  was 
thus  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  drawing 
its  provisions  from  Spain  by  impassible 
roads  ;  and  when  the  rains  began,  the 
communication  would  be  cut  off  with 
Spain,  and  the  army  would  have  been  - 
obliged  to  return  to  Almeida.  The  Eng- '' 
lish  army  occupying  the  position  of  Bu-^ 
saco,  all  Portugal  would  have  supplied  it 
with  provisions,  and  furnished  nothing  to 
the  French  army.  If  the  English  General, 
then,  had  maintained  his  position  at  Bu- 
saco only  for  15  days,  he  could  have 
boasted  of  having  won  the  campaign,  and" 
saved  Portugal.  He  would,  in  truth, 
have  exposed  himself  to  the  imputation  of 
having  laid  waste  thirty  leagues  of  coun- " 
try,  but  he  could  have  found  an  an&wei'^ 
to  that  imputation,  if  he  had  obliged  the  ' 
FVench  to  evacuate  the  country  ;  and*' 
proved  by  the  event  that  these  ra^-gges  "^ 
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contributed  to  the  success  ofdio  campaign. 
-—All  these  combinations  am)  con-iilera- 
tions  were  not  unknown  to  ih«  Eiigii>h 
General.  He  wishtd  to  defi-ud  his  i^osi- 
tion,  and  he  gave  buttle  at  Busaco  ;  the 
result  of  the  engagement  was  the  passage 
<ii  ihe  iVIondego,  tlie  evacuation  of  L'oini- 
bra,  and  a  retreat  by  forced  marches  to 
Lisbon,  In  his  flight  Wellington  could 
only  lay  waste  to  tiie  extent  of  a  league' 
on  the  right  and  left  of  his  line  of  march  ; 
and  the  French  army  arriving  almost  at 
the  same  moment  that  he  did,  in  sitjlit  of 
his  ships,  found  immense  (luanlities  of 
provisions  in  the  fine  vuliios  of  the  Tagus, 
The  French  General  did  every  thing  he 
.wished  ;  the  English  General  ffFected 
nothing  that  he  intended.  The  baitle  of 
Busaco  rendered  all  the  ravages  he  com- 
mitted, and  for  which  he  will  ever  be 
execrated  by  the  Portuguese,  useless. 
When  they  wish  to  explain  to  their  chil- 
dren the  Englisli  manner  of  defending  a 
country,  they  will  point  lo  the  ruins  of 
their  villages,  their  castles,  an'J  their 
towns  — That  several  brig-tdes,  hurried  on 
by  the  noble  impetuosity  of  French  troops, 
sliould  wish  to  bound  over  inaccessible 
heights — that  they  should  not  find  on  the 
crest  of  these  mountains  sufficit.'nt  space 
to  extend  themselves — all  this  is  very  pos- 
sible ;  but  this  does  not  give  the  enemy 
a  right  to  claim  the  victory.  All  that 
occurred  en  that  day  fends  to  prove, 
that  the  composition  and  the  spirit  of  the 
French  noops  were  so  far  superiorto  those 
of  the  Eno;li:-h  army,  that  ihe  latter  nei- 
ther could  nor  would  defend  a  position 
upon  which  the  fate  of  Portugal  de- 
pended ! — The  English,  then,  were  de- 
feated at  Busaco  :  whether  it  was  the 
fault  of  the  general,  the  officers,  or  the 
soldiers,  is  of  no  consequence.  An  army 
is  composed  of  all  these.  The  French 
general  did  every  thing  he  wished  ;  tlie 
English  general  did  nothing,  protected 
nothing,  executed  none  of  his  plans;  the 
batile  of  Busaco  frustrated  them  all. 

Spek.ch  (9)—"  On  which  the  liberties 
and  independence  of  liie  Spanish  and  Por- 
tuguese na'iions  eniirely  depend.*' 

Noteofihe  IMoniteur. — It  would  be  curi- 
ous to  read  the  speeches  in  Parliament 
during  the  last  twenty  ve:irs.  When  the 
expedition  of  the  Dukeof  Yoik  to  Belgium 
was  to  be  defended,  it  was  said  that,  the 
war  was  carried  on  for  the  iiiJependence 
and  liberty  of  Belgium.  When  the  Duke 
of  York  landed  in  Holland,  it  was  for  the 
liberty  and  independence   of  Holland,  so 


necessary  lo  England,  that  he  did  so.  Such 
is  always  the  language,  witliont  paying 
any  grt-a^er  attention  now  than  on  f;»rmer 
occa>ions,  that  it  is  not  suSlicient  to  justify 
a  gi^'at  undertakin^i',  to  ."shew  the  advan- 
tages arising  ("mm  war  followed  bv  vic- 
tory ;  but  ihat  it  is  necessary  to  calculate 
the  probability  of  such  victory.  By  this 
mcde  of  reasoning,  it  would  be  much  the 
plainer  way, to  land  at  Havre  and  n)arch 
to  Paris  ;  for  certainly  upon  ihe  supposi- 
tion of  victory,  the  advantages  and  the 
glory  would  be  incontestible. —  Is  it  proba- 
ble that  England  ca  .  maintain  a  contest 
with  France  in  Sfiain  .?  This  is  the  whole 
of  the  question.  She  was  not  able  to  i\o  so 
when  consicieraMe  Spanish  armies  occu- 
pied Sarragossa,  i^-aint  Andero,  Bilboa  and 
Burgos.  The  fine  army  of  Isloore  was 
evtn  then  forced  to  a  shanicfui  flighr,  in 
whicii  it  lost  a  great  nuuiv  men,  horses,  a 
part  of  its  baggage,  and  even  its  treasure. 
She  could  not  do  so  upon  the  fifih  coali- 
tion, Wellington  advanced  as  far  as  Ta- 
lavera  ;  he  gained  some  advantages,  and 
almost  imn^ediately  wascompelled  toaban- 
don  his  hospitals,  his  sick,  and  to  escape 
into  Portugal,  '1  he  presence  of  Moore 
was  unable  to  prevent  the  defeat  of  Blake 
at  EspiuiiSa,  of  the  army  of  Estremadura 
at  Burgos,  of  Caslanos  at  Tudela,  and  the 
capture  of  Sarago^sa  and  Madrid.  Wel- 
lington, victorious  at  Taiavera,  was  unaide 
to  prevent  the  j)a.''Sageof  the  Sierra  Morena, 
the  occupation  of  Jaen,  of  Seville,  of  Gre- 
nada, the  blockade  of  Cadiz,  and  the  cap- 
lure  of  the  camp  at  St.  Roch.  Wellington 
has  not  defended  Purtuga! ;  he  hassuiTer-' 
ed  the  fortresses  to  bet  taken  ;  he  has 
abondoned  the  country  ;  he  has  retired  to 
inaccessible  heiglils,  where  beholds  him- 
sidf  iu  readiness  to  embark  with  the  first 
favourable  wind.  Such  are  the  conse- 
quences of  the  pretended  victory  of  Bu- 
saco. If  the  English  lose  80  leagues  of  a 
country  after  victory,  what  events  are  they 
iu  expectation  of  to  enable  them  to  drive 
the  French  out  of  die  Peninsula  ?  And  if 
it  be  admitted,  as  no  n^.ui  of  sense  can 
doubt,  and  as  the  English  Generals  them- 
selves have  declared,  since  Moore's  expe- 
dition, that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  de- 
fend the  Peninsula,  why  do  they  run  such 
risks  without  the  hope  of  success  }  It  will 
be  said — "  all  this  is  allowed,  but  still  the 
English  prolong  the  contest  ;  they  prevent 
the  country  from  settling  ;  is  that  nothing?" 
No  man  with  the  least  sensibility,  or 
possessing  the  common  feelings  of  huma- 
nity, can  contain  his  indignation  in  seeing 
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a  nation  so  immoiTil  as  to  excite  every  spq- 
cies  of  disorderasnonp:  fourteen  raillions  of 
peopie,  wilhoi,it  any  other  object  llc'n  that 
of  retariliiig  for  sunie  nioments  ihe  pro- 
gress of  a  sorinl  organization.  But  the 
roDsequenoes, of  the  cou'luct  of  Engl.TiKlj 
oji  tluo  Oi'casionas  on  many  others,  will  be 
to  coh=!o!idate  the  pc.ver  of  France.  In  factj 
if  after  Moore's  retreat  the  English  Admi- 
nistration bad  listened  to  tiie  advice  of  all 
their  Generals,  and  recognising  tiie  impos- 
sibility of  withdrawing  Spain  from  the  in- 
fluence of  France,  had  renounced  the  Spa- 
nish war,  the  Spanish  war  would  have 
been  ended  ;  ail  the  Provinces,  united  in 
their  integrity  and  their  energy,  having 
experienced  some  checks  balanced  by 
some  successes,  vv'ould  have  formed  ahappy 
and  po^verfu!  nation  under  the  government 
of  a  Prince  allied  to  tile  famdy  of  Fiance; 
and  the  integrity  -and  independence  of 
Spain  wouM  have  been  more  confirmed 
thereby.  France  and  h!pain,  governed  by 
members  of  the  same  family,  would  have 
been  in  fact  a  revival  of  the  relations 
whicli  existed  since  the  time  of  Phillip  V., 
The  only  advantage  that  France  would 
have  derived  from  this  arrangment  would 
have  been  the  security  that  Spain  would 
never  take  part  against  her  in  any  civil 
war.  Spain,  regenerated  by  the  constitu- 
tions of  Bayorme,  and  deriving  fresh  vigour 
from  them,  would  have  become  more  in- 
dependent than  she  had  been  for  lOi) 
years  before  ;  and  the  wish  expressed  in 
the  speech  from  the  throne  would  have 
been  accomplisiied.  England,  though  fhe 
knevv  to  a  certainly  thai  she  could  not  de- 
fend Spain,  has  indeed  found  employment 
for  30.  »,oOl)  French  ;  but  Spain,  conquered 
foot  by  foot,  becomes  vvhf«i!y  subjugated; 
and  it  is  England  herself  who  has  endan- 
fCered  the  independence  and  integrity  of 
Spain  by  engaging  in  a  contest  in  which  it. 
is  proved  by  experience  that  all  the 
chances  are  against  her.  The  conquest  of 
Spain  will  produce  effects  quite  different 
from  those  of  a  simple  change  of  dynasty, 
which  would  have  turned  to  the  advantage 
of  the  nation,  the  plans  of  reform,  and  the 
liberal  ideas  introduced  by  a  government 
,young,  fnm,  and  vigorous.  Posterity,  to 
whom  years  are  only  as  a  moment,  will  at- 
tribute the  great  results  which  have  so 
conspicuously  combined  to  the  advantage 
of  France,  to  the  short-sighted  policy  of 
England  alone. 

bPEECH.  (10)—"  Have  in  some  degree 
affected  a  part  of  his  Majesty's  revenue, 
particularly  in  Ireland." 


.—  OJfuuil  Paptrs,  ("070 

Note  (if  the  Moniteur. — This  is  a  remark- 
able passage.  Last  year  you  said,  that 
the  Orders  in  Council  had  all  ihesucLesa 
you  expected,  that  your  trade-  was  aug- 
mented by  that  of  America  and  neutral 
powers;  now  you  recant  all  this:  you 
•admit  that  your  trade  ha3  laboured  under 
difficulties,  that  your  revenues  arc  dimi- 
nished, and  yet  the  Continental  system  has 
been  only  iliree  months  in  force.  \Vhat 
will  it  be,  th.  n,  in  three  years  ?  The  ac- 
counts of  the  French  finances  prove  that 
it  has  had  quite  a  contrary  eticct  upon 
them.  It  is  true,  that  in  France,  as  well 
as  in  other  places,  numerous  instances  of 
private  misfortune  have  occurred;  but 
these  have  no  effect  upon  the  national  re- 
venues. Bankruptcies  have  taken  place, 
because  speculators,  seduced  by  lucre,  be- 
come the  discounters  of  your  credit.  The 
canals  by  which  you  drew  to  yourselves 
the  substance  of  the  whole  Coniinent  of 
Europe,  have  been  all  blocked  up  by  the 
shocks  that  3^00  have  received.  It  is  for 
and  by  England  that  this  circulation  of 
paper  has  been  created  •  but  the  crisis  is 
past,  pnd  nev."-  channels  are  disclosing 
themselves  for  the  real  trade  of  the  Con- 
tinent.— The  English  Governratnt  can 
have  no  credit  when  that  of  its  trade  de- 
clines. It  feels  every  private  bankruptcy. 
The  French  Government,on  the  contrary, 
hasacredit  independent  of  that  of  bankers 
or  merchants.  Nine  hundred  millions- of 
revenue  collected  in  specie  constitute  the 
proper  revenue  of  the  em>pire,  represent 
the  riches  of  its  soil,  and  are  more  than 
sufFicient  for  all  its  espences  ;  while  17  or 
1,800  millions,  necessary  for  the  expences 
of  England,  can  only  be  collected  through 
the  medium  of  a  paper  circulation,  which 
only  supporting  itself  by  that  immense 
currency  which,  through  Amsterdam  and 
Hamburgh,  embraced  the  whole  Continent 
of  Europe;  while  ^17  or  1,800  millions, 
are  not  the  consequence  of  the  riches  of 
the  soil  or  the  revenues  of  the  country, 
but  of  industry  and  of  a  systenj  of  credit, 
which  is  not  suliicient  to  provide  for  the 
wants  that  it  has  to  satisfy,  the  moment 
it  is  prevented  from  extending  to  the 
Continent.  A  three  months  check  has 
already  made  the  city  of  London  turn 
pale;  and  there  is  not  an  English  specu- 
lator who  can  coolly  contemplate  the 
perspective  of  10  years  of  a  similar  system. 
The  French  Exchange  for  the  last  four 
years  has  been  constantly  iraproTing,  and 
that  in  all  the  commercial  towni  of  tbe 
vvorld,  at  tbe  rate  of  froia  three  to  tea  yi^x 
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cent.  That  of  England  is  constantly  losing. 
Within  the  last  three  months  it  has  fallen 
from  30  to  40  per  cent.  Nothing  can 
more  completely  represent  the  relative 
situation  of  the  two  countries.  In  point 
of  finance,  as  well  as  politics,  France 
owes  every  thing  to  the  erroneous  calcu- 
lations ot  tliat  hatred  by  which  the  Eng- 
Itih  Government  is  constantly  blinded. 


Portugal.  —Extracts  of  Dispatches  from 
Loi'd  Viscount  Talavera  to  Lord  JJver- 
pool. — Published  ill  London,  Will  T*lurck 
1811. 

Cartaxo,  1 6  Fth.  1 8 !  1 . 
Since  I  addressed  yourLordship  on  tlie 
9th  instant,  I  have  received  farther  details 
of  the  affairs  at  and  near  Badajoz,  iVom 
which  it  appears  that  the  Portuguese 
cavalry  having  been  unsupported  in  their 
passage  of  the  Evora  on  the  fith  inst. 
were  obliged  to  retire  across  the  Evora,  in 
which  operation  they  sustained  some  loss. 
The  whole  of  the  cavalry  and  infantry 
were  then  drawn  into  the  fort  of  Badajoz  ; 
and,  on  the  7th  instant,  they  made  a  sortie 
upon  the  enemy,  in  nhich  they  succeeded 
in  obtaining  possession  of  one  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  but  they  were  obliged 
to  retire  again,  and,  unfortunately,  the 
guns  in  the  battery  were  not  spiked,  or 
otherwise  destroyed  or  injured.— Their 
loss  was  not  less  than  eighty-five  officers 
and  five  hundred  soldiers  killed  and 
wounded,  as  I  am  informed,  including  the 
Bri^iadier- General  Don  Carlos  D'Espagne 
among  the  latter.  It  appears  that  the 
Spanish  troops  behaved  remarkably  well 
upon  this  occasion. — While  the  troops 
were  in  Badajoz,  the  French  cavalry  again 
crossed  the  Evora,  and  interrupted  the 
communication  between  that  place  and 
Elvas  and  Campo  Major.  They  came 
out  of  Badajoz,  however,  on  the  morning 
of  the  9th  inst.  and  the  French  cavalry 
were  obliged  to  retire  across  the  Evora. 
The  troops  have  since  taken  up  a  position 
on  the  heights  between  the  Caya,  the 
Evora,  and  the  Guadiana,  by  which  they 
will  keep  open  the  communication  between 
Badajoz  and  the  country  on  the  right  of 
the  latter  river. — The  enemy  have  con- 
tinued the  siege;  and,  on  the  night  of  the 
11th  instant,  they  attacked  the  Redoubt 
of  Pardalleiros,  which)  they  carried;  but 
they  had  not,  on  the  13th,  been  able  to 
establish  themselves  within  the  Redoubt, 


on  account  of  the  fire  from  the  l>ody  of 
the  place.  They  have  likewise  constructed 
a  work  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Guadiana, 
below  the  place,  to  fire  upon  the  bridge  of 
communication  with  the  right  bank,  but 
the  fire  of  this  woi  k  had  had  but  little  ef- 
fect.— A  gre:it  number  of  the  inhabitants 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  communica- 
tion iK'ing  opened,  to  leave  the  place  ;  atid 
I  understand  that  it  is  not  ill  supplied  with 
provisions. — General  Claparede's  division 
of  the  9th  corps  was  still  upon  Guarda,  on 
the  lOth  instant,  when  I  last  heard  from 
tliat'part  of  the  country. — Although  I  have 
observed  and  iieard  ol  various  movements 
by  the  enen)y  in  the  interior  of  their  po- 
sition, I  have  not  found  u|)on  the  whole 
any  material  alteration  ;  and  I  imagine 
that  these  movements  have  been  made 
principally  to  endeavour  to  obtain  sub- 
sistence. The  difiiculty  in  finding  any 
increases  daily;  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Torres  Novas  and  Thomar,  who  alone  had 
generally  remained  in  their  habitations 
upon  the  enemj'^s  invasion,  are  now  com- 
ing into  this  part  of  the  country  nearly 
starving. — I  iiave  the  pleasure  to  forward 
a  report  which  I  have  received  of  the 
conduct  of  Cornet  Strenuwitz,  of  the  1st 
hussars,  who  surprised  a  picquet  of  the 
enemy  on  the  night  of  the  9th  instant, 
with  a  small  detachment  of  hussars,  and 
brought  in  more  prisoners  than  his  de- 
tachment consisted  of,  without  the  loss  of 
a  man. 

Cartaxo,  Feb.  23. 
I  am  much  concerned  to  have  to  iniurm 
you,  that  the  French  attacked  General 
Mendizabel  on  the  19ih  inst.  in  the  posi- 
tion which  he  had  taken  on  the  heights  of 
St.  Christoval,  near  Badajoz,  and  totiiliy 
defeated  him. — The  enemy  had  to  cross 
the  Guadiana  and  the  Evora,  but  surprised 
the  Spanish  army  in  their  camp,  which 
was  standing,  and  is  taken,  with  baggage 
and  artillery. — The  enemy  have  not  been 
able  to  estat)lish  themselves  within  the  re- 
doubt of  Pardalleiros,  since  thej/  raniid  it 
on  the  1 1th  instant  ;  and  hrive  inndeiib  pro- 
gress in  the  operations  of  the  sje^e.  Their 
position,  however, on  the  right-of  the  Gcar- 
diana,.  gives  them  great  advantages,  of 
which  they  well  know  how  to  avail  them- 
selves, and  they  actually  cominerctd  to 
entrench  it  on  the  evening  of  the  day  on 
which  they  obtained  possession  of  it. 
(To  be  continued.) 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Libel  Case. -The  writer  of  the  Stam- 
ford Nnvs,  Mr.  Dhakard,  has,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  Report  of  the  Trial,  which  1 
have  subjoined  to  this  Summary,  been 
found  GUILTY  at  the  assizes  at  Lincoln. 
——The  publication,  thus  prosecuted  by 
way  of  Intormation  Ex  Officio,  is  the  same 
as  that  for  which  the  Examiner  was  pro- 
sect!ted,  but,  it  included  other  parts,  wiiich 

the  Examiner  rfjc^jio^  publish Thus,  the 

publication  was  not  precisely  the  same  ; 
but,  if  I  may  judge  from  the  report  of  the 
trials  the  parts,  upon  which  the  prosecutor 
dwelt  most,  were  the  very  parts,  which 
the  Examiner  inserted. — --The  whole  ar- 
ticle was  very  well  written.  It  struck  me 
with  admiration  when  I  saw  it ;  I  looked 
upon  it  as  calculated  to  do  a  great  deal  of 
good  ;  I  expected  it  would  do  a  great  deal  of 
good  ;  and  a  great  deal  of  good,  I  am  sa- 
tisfied, it  will  do  and  has  done. Others, 

it  seems,  are  of  a  different  opinion,  and 
Mr.  Drakard  is  likely  to  suffer  for  writing 
this  famous  article.  But,  in  the  mean- 
while, let  us  make  a  remark  or  two  upon 
what  appears  in  this  published  report  of 

the  trial. -The  place   of  the  Attorney 

General  appears  to  have  been  supplied, 
upon  this  occasion  (and  very  faithfully 
supplied)  by  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Clarke,  who  is  reported  to  have  said,  that 
the  tendency  of  the  publication  was  to 
deter  men  fromi  entering  the  army,  to 
breed  mutiny  therein,  to  subvert  the  mi- 
litary establishment,  and  to  make  us  (by 
the  disaffection  of  the  soldiery)  an  easy 

corujuest   to  our  implacable  enemy. This 

notion  seems  to  have  become  quite  fa- 
shionable. It  seems  to  be  growing  fast 
into  an  axiom,  that  the  defence  of  this  king- 
dom, w'here  once  a  standing  army  was 
held  iu  such  jealousy,  depends  now  solely 
upon  soldiers  ;  and  that,  if  the  army,  the 
men  who  are  paid  for  fighting,  were  to 
turn  restif,  we  should,  in  an  instant,  be- 

cr)me  the  slaves  of  Napoleon.. This  is 

now  become  nearly  an  axiom.  You  hear 
it  every  day  stated  as  a  thing  of  course ; 
or,  rather,  you  hear  it  referred  to  as  a 
point  settled,    as    a    position  taken  for 


granted. 1  before  observed   how  com- 

fartable  a  reflection  this  was;  and,  I  should 
have  desired  the  reader  to  bear  in  mind, 
that  it  became  him  to  look  back  a  little  to 
the  cazise  of  this  pleasant  state  of  things. 
If,  indeed,  there  be  any  persons  who 
like  it ;  any  persons  who  are  fond  of  seeing 
the  country  in  this  state  ;  any  persons 
who  are  happy  to  see  England  reduced  to 
such  a  situation  as  to  depend  solely  upon 
soldiers  for  its  defence  against  the  French, 
whom  Englishmen,  without  an  army  at 
their  backs  (oi*  rather  in  their  front)  for- 
merly spoke  of  with  contempt  and  de- 
rision ;  if  there  are  persons  who  are 
happ}^  to  see  this,  they  need  not  trouble 
themselves  with  any  reflections  as  to  the 
cams;  but,  those  who  are  not  happy  to  see 
it,  those  who  feel  a  little  ashamed  at  hear- 
ing it  become  an  axiom  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  England  rests  solely  upon  an 
army  of  paid  troops,  will  ,do  well  to  look 
back  to  the  cause.  ■  This  Clarke,  when 
he  Avas  saying,  that  Mr.  Drakard^s  pen 
was  likely  to  deter  men  from  entering  the 
army,  did  not  seem  aware,  that,  in  order 
to  shew  the  guilt  of  Mr.  Drakard,  in 
was  necessary  to  show  that  what  he  had 
written  was  false ;  for,  if  what  he  wrote 
was  true,  and  if  that  had  the  effect  of  pre- 
venting men  from  going  into  the  army,  it 
followed,  of  course,  that  there  was  some- 
thing in  the  army,  which,  if  removed, 
would  have  a  tendency  to  lessen  the 
dislike  of  men  to  go  into  it.  ■'  But, 
if  it  be  a  criiiie  to  endeavour  to  dis- 
suade men  from  enlisting  in  the  army, 
how  many  people  are  there  guilty  ?  How 
many  fathers  and  mothers  would  have  to  be 
jailed  for  endeavouring  to  keep  their  sons 
out  of  the  array  ?  And,  make  a  distinctioa 
if  you  can.  Why  should  not  Mr.  Drakard 
give  his  advice  as  w-ell  as  any  other  "  >r- 
son.?    And,  if  he  might  give  adv''  is 

neighbour   or  to   his  relatio"-  As 

good  a  right  to  give  it  to  the  pt  J^, 

to  whom  it  was  his  duty  to  cV  ..uunicate 
whatever  knowledge  he  might  happen  to 
possess,  and  that  he  thought  likely  to  be 
useful  to  them  ?  -There  is  somethinjr, 
too,  in  this  notion  about  exciting  jmitzny 
and  disconteni  that  strikes  nje  as  being 
2  A 
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truly  ivhimsical ;  as  if  the  writing  could, 
by  no  possibititi/,  tend  to  a  contrary  effect, 
by  causing  the  grievance  complained  of  to  be 
removed.  'Ihis  consequence  never  seems 
to  enter  into  the  minds  of  those  who   are 


80  ready,   upon 
llhd!    libel!    libel! 


all  occasions,  to  cry  cut 
They  tell  us  that  the 
hbertif  of  tlie  press  is  a  very  great  blessing  ; 
that  it  is  the  glory  of  this  country;  and 
they  bid  us  look  at  the  miserable  state  of 
Napoleon's  people,  who  possess  it  not. 
But,  they  always  say,  when  we  complain 
of  any  thing,  that  our  object  is  to  excite 
discontent,  to  produce  insurrection,  and  to 
make  the  countrj'  an  easy  prey  to  that 
tame  Napoleon !  It  seems  to  be  lard  down 
as  a  maxim,  that  every  thing,  which  is 
complained  of  through  the  means  of  the 
press,  ought  to  remain  just  as  it  is  ;  that 
nothing  that  the  press  complains  of  ought 
ever  to  be  redressed  ;  and,  of  course,  that 
all  the  complaints  of  the  press  against  the 
character  or  conduct  of  public  men,  must 
have  2i  mischievous  tendency  and  must  arise 
from  a  mischievous  intention.  Praise  them 
you  maj-  as  long  as  you  please ;  that  is 
always  right;  you  will  never  weary  them 
with  that ;  your  efforts  in  that  way  are 
always  most  laudable ;  but,  the  moment 
you  begin  to  find  fault  with  them,  or  with 
any  thing  they  do,  you  are  seditious  and 
almost  guilty  of  treason.  It  never  appears 
to  strike  them,  that  it  would  silence  our 
complaints  by  redressing  the  grievance  you 
complain  of.  This  way  of  silencing  you 
they  never  seem  to  dream  of.  No  :  all  you 
complain  of  is  good,  and,  therefore,  you  must 
complain  from  a  wicked  motive  and  with 
an  intention  to  produce  a  mischievous  effect. 

■ And  this  is  what  they  call  the  liberty 

of  the  press. In   the  present  case,  this 

Clahke  charges  Mr.  Drakard  with  an  in- 
tention to  cause  a  rmitiny  \n  the  army. 
Why  should  that  be  his  wish  ?  Why  should 
we  not  rather  suppose,  that  his  wish  was 
according  to  his  words  :  that  is  to  say,  to 
do  away  the  punishment  of  flogging?  This 
was  much  the  more  likely  of  the  two,  es- 
pecially as  Mr.  Drakard  avowed  this  to  be 

his  wish. If  I  expose  the  character  and 

conduct  of  a  corrupt  knave  in  pov.er,  and 
express  my  desire  to  see  him  put  out  of 
power,  is  it  to  be  concluded,  that  I  wish 
to  overturn  the  government,  and  not  to  put  out 
the  corrupt  knave  ?  The  government,  in- 
deed, will  become  endangered  by  the 
knave's  remaining  in  power ;  because 
the  just  hatred  I  excite  against  him  will 
»livitle  itself  amongst  the  whole  govern, 
uient;  but,  then, I  do  Hot  wish  for  this  ] 
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for  I  wish  to  see  him  put  out. 
you  lay  down  and  stick  to  the  maxim, 
that  nothing  complained  of  by  the  press  is 
ever  to  be  redressed,  then,  indeed,  all  its 
complaints  must  tend  to  the  destruction  of 
the  government  and  of  the  present  order 
of  things;  then,  indeed,  it  never  can  com- 
plain without  striking"  ac  blow  at  the  go- 
vernment. But,  if  this  maxihv  be  good, 
what  pitiful  mockery  is  it  to  talk  about 
Liberty  of  the  Press !  What!  must  I  com- 
plain of  no  man  in  power  without  incur- 
ring the  charge  of  a  wish  to  excite  sedi- 
tion ?  Suppose,  for  instance,  I  could 
prove  that  some  man  in  power  had  taken 
a  bribe  from  some  other  rogue  to  get  the 
other  rogue  a  good  fat  contract  or  job. 
Suppose  me  able  to  prove  this }  Must  I 
not  state  it .''  Am  I  to  be  charged  with  a 
seditious  intention  for  stating  it  ?  Am  I 
to  be  told,  that  I  wish  to  bring  the  govern- 
ment into  hatred  and  contempt  ?  I  should 
say,  NO.  I  had  no  such  intention.  My 
intention  was  to  expose  the  two  rogues  to 
hatred  and  to  punishment ;  but,  the  go- 
vernment ought  to  be  obliged  to  me  for 
that.  Aye,  but  you  should  have  gone 
privately  to  the  minister,  or  should  have  pro- 
ceeded in  a  cov.rt  of  latv  against  the  guilty 
parties.  Oh!  that  might  have  done,  per- 
haps ;  but,  then,  what  is  the  use  of  my 
press  ?  Pray  tell  me,  where  I  shall  look 
for  the  occasion  when  I  am  to  use  this  pre- 
cious LIBERTY  of  the  Press,  which  you 
tell  me  I  have.     Do  tell  me  that,  or  for 

ever  hold  your  tongue. The  enemies 

of  the  press  are  in  a  dilemma  :  for,  either 
they  must  give  up  the  notions  they  have 
been  endeavouring  to  inculcate  ;  or,  they 
must  confess,  that  the  Libaty  of  the  Press 
is  a  mere  empty  sound  ;  a  mere  mockery. 
This  they  do  not  like.  They  would  fain 
see  the  press  stifled ;  they  would  fain  see 
it  choaked  ;  they  would  fain  see  it  with 
no  jjowers  of  censure  or  complaint  left 
belonging  to  it ;  they  would  fain  see  this, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  the  people  were 
made  to  believe  that  we  had  Liberty  qf  the 
Press;  it  being  very  inconvenient  for  these 
enemies  of  the  press  that  the  mass  of  the 
people  should  perceive,  that  there  was  no 
such  liberty.  But,  in  this  these  ene* 
mies  of  the  press  ijill  not  succeed.  Wo 
can,  as  yet,  argue  about  what  is  Liberty 
of  the  Press  and  what  is  not  Liberty  of  the 
Press ;  and,  if  the  nation  do  but  see  the 
thing  in  its  proper  light;  if  they  do  not 
suflTer  themselves  to  be  deceived  with  a 
Rfcund  ;  if  tliey  clearly  understand  the  truth 
iftk  maiier,  that  is  all  that  is  wanted.—— 
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This  lawyer  Clarke  is  stated  to  have  said, 
in  allusion  to  what  had  been  said  about  the 
Liberty  of  the  Press,  "  that  too  much  was 
*'  assumed  under  that  misussd  phrase ;  that, 
*'  in  France,  and  other  countries,  the 
^'  Liberty  of  the  Press  existed  not,  because 
*'  Licencers  were  appointed  to  controul  it ; 
**  and  this  exemption  from  Licences  in  Eng- 
"  land  was  what  was  rightly  understood  by 

"  the  Liberty  of  the  Press." Now,  you 

see,  though  Mr.  Diiakard  was  not  allowed 
to  strengthen  his  argument  by  a  compari- 
son of  our  practices  with  those  of  Napo- 
leon, this  lawyer  made  no  scruple  to  do  it. 
And  what  right  had  he  to  do  this  any 
more  than  Mr.  Drakard  f  What  right 
had  he  to  appeal  to  the  practice  of  France, 
in  case  of  the  press,  any  more  than  the 
other  had,  in  cases  of  military  punish- 
ments ?  Oh!  but  the  lawyer's  compari- 
son favoured  our  praciice.     Did  it  ?      Let 

us  see. Napoleun  suffers  no   man    to 

print  or  publish  any  thing  that  has  not 
been  first  approved  of  by  persons  whom 
he  appoints  for  the  purpose,  and  which 
this  lawyer  calls  Licensers.  Well,  at  any 
rate,  no  man  can,  then,  get  himself  jailed 
ior  printing  or  publishing  in  France  ;  and, 
though  we  are  told,  that  Napoleon  has 
eight  Bastilles,  they  cannot  be  filled  with 
men  whose  crime  is  printing  and  publish- 
ing.  But,  really,  lawyer  Clarke  is  to 

be  applauded  for  his  frank  avowal  ;  for, 
he  is,  I  believe,  the  first  who,  since  the 
time  of  the  Stuarts,  has  openly  declared, 
that  our  Liberty  of  the  Press  means  nothing 
more,  than  that  we  are  not  compelled  to 
show  our  works  to  a  previous  Licenser; 
and,  of  course,  that  we  may  be  punished 
for  any  thing  that  we  d.>  publish.  If  this 
be  the  case,  the  Liberty  of  the  Press  is,  in- 
deed, "  a  misused  phrase."  It  should  be 
called  the  use  of  the  press;  the  power  of 
printing ;  or,  something  other  than  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  as  I  have,  1  trust, 
clearly  demonstrated,    in  former  articles 

upon  this   subject. Yet,   to  this  they 

must  come,  or  give  up  the  point.  They 
must  contend,  that  we  inuy  be  punished  for 
any  thing  that  we  publish,  or  they  must 
concede  to  as  the  right  of  publishing  with- 
out risk  to    ourselves,  any  thing  that  we 

can  prove  to  be  true. Lawyer  Clarke  is 

stated  to  have  said,  that  Mr.  Drakard's 
publication  was  not  to  be  regarded  in  the 
same  light  as  that  of  Sir  Robert  Wilson, 
the  latter  being  ineant  for  the  libraries  qf 
men  of  judgment,  while  the  former  was 
meant  to  be  read  in  public-houses  by  per- 
sons incapable  of  deep  thinking It  is  al- 


ways thus.  The  people  are  always,  in 
those  cases,  considered  as  a  set  of  sense- 
less brutes,  quite  incapable  of  discovering 
the  tendency  of  any  publication,  and  so 
perverse  and  wicked  in  their  natures  as  to 
be  able  to  give  to  every  publication  the 
worst  of  meanings  and  to  like  it  the  belter  for 
being  of  a  bad  tendency.  A  pretty  compli- 
ment this  to   the  hearts  as  well  as   to  the 

heads  of  the  people  of  England. But, 

as  to  the  fact  of  intention,  how  was  this 
lawyer  to  know  that  Sir  Robert  Wilson 
meant  his  book  to  be  read  only  by  those 
who  are  here  called  men  of  judgment  ?  And 
how  was  he  to  know,  that  Mr.  Dkakard 
did  not  mean  his  writing  to  be  read  by  such 
men.''  Compare  the  two  writings,  and  you 
will  see,  I  believe,  that  Mr.  Drakabd's  is 
by  far  the  most  worthy  of  the  attention  of 
men  of  judgment,  and  to  have  a  place  in 
their  libraries.  Nay,  the  very  stir  that  the 
latter  has  made  is  an  undeniable  proof  of 
its  superior  efficacy  ;  and,  after  ail,  what 
is  the  sure  test  of  the  literary  merit  of  a 
publication,  if  not  its  degree  of  e'Jicaey  in 
relation  to  its  olject  ?  Sir  Robert  Wilson's 
pamphlet  was  written  about  six  years  ago. 
It  has  long  been  gone,  in  company  of  that 
of  Sir  John  Stuart,  to  line  trunks,  or  to 
pack  up  snuff  and  tobacco.  These  pub- 
lications made  no  more  noise  than  Cur- 
wen's  art  of  stewing  straw  and  fattening 
the  poor  upon  milk.  They  went  out  ai 
quietly  and  were  as  coinpletely,  and  7nor& 
completely,  extinguished  than  the  book 
of  which  it  is  related  that  the  author  burnt 
the  zvhole  edition  xvith  his  oxvii  hands.  Not 
so  the  little  anicle  of  Mr.  Drakard.  It 
produced  effects;  and  efliects,  too,  that  will 
long  be  remembend.  For,  whatever  lawyer 
Clarke  may  think  of  it,  this  is  become  a 
great  cause,  and  as  such  it  will  hereafter  be 

known. Sir    Robert   Wilson   and    Sir 

John  Stuart  wrote  against  flogging  soldiers 
five  or  six  years  ago.  But,  no  alteration  took 
place.  The  work  of  flogging  went  on  as 
usual ;  just  in  the  same  way  as  if  tliey  had 
never  written  a  word  in  all  their  lives. 
Five  or  six  Mutinj'^  Acts  were  passed  af- 
terwards, and  no  alteration  was  proposed. 
Now,  how.ver,  an  alteration  (at  least,  so  it 
is  said,)  has  been  made  ;  and,  if  this  should 
prove  to  be  true,  why  are  we  not  to  ascribe 
it  to  the  exertions  of  the  Press  ?  At  any 
rate,  it  does  so  happen,  that  no  alteration, 
in  this  respect,  followed  the  pamphlets  of 
Sir  Robert  Wilson  and  Sir  John  Stuart,  and 
that,iftheparliamentaryt-eports are  correct, 
an  alteration  is  now  to  take  place  ;  though, 
I  beg  leave  to  be  clearly  und«?rstood  as 
2  A  2 
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giving  no  opinion  as  to  the  nature  of  that 
alteration,  because  I  have  not  yet  seen  the 

new  Mutinj'^Bill. Hence,  then,  I  think, 

it  is  pretty  clear,  that  Mr.  Drakard  had 
not  only  as  good  a  right  to  publish  his  re- 
probation oi' flogging  as  Sir  Robert  Wilson 
had;  but,  that  there  is  a  possibility,  at 
least,  that  the  writing  of  the  former  was 
much  better  calculated  for  the  libraries  of 
those  vA'hom  this  lawj'cr  calls  ??jcw  of  judg- 
ment than  the  v\Titing3  of  the  latter. — In 
comparing  the  merits  oiivritings  we  ought 
to  follow  the  principle  upon  which  we 
proceed  in  comparing  the  meiits  of  other 
labdurs,  when  we  always  ?ettlie  mcsc  value 
upon  that  which  is  most  ffficacimis  in  effect  • 
irig  its  intended  object.  That  is  the  best 
reader,  who  cuts  the  most  corn  and  in  the 
best  manner,  in  any  given  space  '.f  time, 
whether  he  work  with  a  sickle  or  a  fioo/c,  or 
whe'i^her  he  be  left-handed  or  right- handed. 
Both  these  gentlemen  wrote  against  flogg- 
iiig  soldiers  ;  and  he  whom  the  public 
shall  think  has  dona  most  towards  ejecting 
the  abolition  of  flogging,  has,  as  a  writer, 
the  most  merit.  The  best  missionary  is 
he  who  makes  the  most  converts,  without 
any  reference  to  his  arguments  or  his  mode 

of    uiing    them. Lawyer    Clarke    is 

s'ated  to  have  observed,  that,  "  notwiih- 
staiiding  the  boasted  excellence  of  the 
system  of  BuonapartC;  our  soldiers  never 
yet  met  those  of  the  tyrant,  without  prov- 
ing  the  superiority/  of  their  courage." 

Well,  but  what  of  that  ?  What  does  that 
make  against  Mr.  Dp.akard's  objection  to 
flogging  them  ?  It,  surely,  cannot  be 
meant,  that  our  men  owe  any  part  oftheir 
courage  to  the  cat-o^-nine-taiis.  This  is 
too  monstrous  to  suppose.  This,  itideed, 
v:oold  be  to  insult  the  very  hearts  in  their 
bosoms.  What  is,  then,  meant  as  the  de- 
duction from  this  ?  Are  we  to  gather  from 
it,  th-t  flogging  men  does  not  make  them 
cowards  ?  Well,  but,  surely,  then,  it  is 
well  worth  while  to  consider,  whethersuch 
a  mode  of  punishment  might  not  be  dis- 
pensed with  amongst  men  so  brave  as  those 
here  spoken  of;  to  which  might  be  added, 
that,  after  all  those  proofs  of  their  bravery, 
of  which  lawyer  Clarke  spoke,  there 
■would  seem  to  be  no  argument  wanted 
egainst  the  practice  complained  of  by  the 
defendant.— —But,  the  lawyer  added, 
that,  "  if  the  soldiers  were  to  be  seduced 
*  by  such  miscreants  as  the  author  of  the 
*'  present  libel,  if  they  were  to  be  insulted 
"  and  taunted  and  taught  that  they  bled 
**  for  those  who  treated  them  only  xvith  cruelty, 
*'  while  Buonaparte  respected  his  soldiers 


"  and  made  their  condition  superior,  the 
"  scfeiy  of  the  country  was  no  longei'  to  be  re- 

"  garded  as  certain." The  lawyer  seems 

to  have  waxed  wroth  here  at  the  close  of 
his  speech.  Passion,  however,  was  quite 
useless.  It  could  not  alter  the  case  ;  and, 
I  will  engage,  that,  illiterate  and  stupid 
and  brutish  as  this  man  seems  to  think  the 
people  of  England,  they  will  not  fail  to 
understand  and  to  put  a  proper  construc- 
tion upon  the  whole  of  this,  which  would 
not  call  forth  a  word  of  commentary  from 
me,  were  it  not  for  the  word  "  insulted." 
This  is  a  charge,  which,  really,  it  is  quite 
astonishing  to  hear  preferred  against  Mr. 
Drakakd.  Did  he  insidt  the  soldiers  ? 
He  most  strongly  protested  against  their 
being  flogged ;  but,  was  that  to  insult 
them  ?  They  must  be  made  of  odd  sort 
of  stuff  indeed,  if  they  could    look   upon 

this  as  an  insult. This    will   natural iy 

put  the  reader  in  mind  of  the  Attorney 
General's  telling  the  Judges,  in  my  case, 
that  theARMY  called  upon  them  to  punish 

me  most   severely. Well,    but   if  this 

was  really  insulting  the  soldiers ;  if 
this  was  really  an  insult  to  them  ;  if  it 
was,  in  good  earnest,  an  insult  to  them  to 
reraonstiats  against  flogging  them,  what 
will  lawyer  Clarke  say  o'i  ths  new  clause  in 
the  Mutiny  Act,  vvhich,  if  truly  represented 
in  the  parliamentary  debates,  is  intended 
to  lessen,  at  least,  the  quantity  of  flog- 
ging; and,  he  should  recollect,  that  thi» 
Act  will,  or  ought  to  be,  read  several 
times  in  the  year,  at  the  head  of  every 
Company  in  the  array?  What  will  he, 
then,  say  to  this ;  and  to  those  members 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  wha  said  they 
approved  of  the  clause,  because  they  looked 
upon  it  as  leading  to  the  abolition  of  flogging 
altogether  ?  If  Mr.  Drakard  was  guilty  of 
an  insult  to  the  soldiers,  what  will  lawj'er 

Clarke  call  all  this  ? 1  have  only  one 

more  pasr-age  of  the  lawyer's  speech  to  re- 
mark on. — —He  said,  and  very  truly, 
that  "  it  v.ns  a  strange  way  of  encouraging 
"  the  English  soldier,  to  hold  him  out  as 
"  a  degraded  slave,  cut  off  from  the  pale  of 
"  the  constitution,  and  below  the  level  of  his 
"fellow  subjects."  Yes,  lawyer,  a  very 
strange  way  indeed;  but  it  was  a  way 
that  Mr.  Drakard  did  not  pursue,  it  was 
the  Courier  that  said  this  ;  and,  which  ig 
very  curious,  he  said  it  in  an  article,  in- 
tended to  shew,  that  Mr.  Drakard  and  the 
whole  of  us,  who  had  written  against 
fiogging,  were  "  Mutinous  Libellers," 
and  ought  to  be  punished  ;  and  lie  con- 
demned  in   us>  and    especially   in    Mr. 
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Drakaud,  an  attempt  to  make  the  soldier 
believe,  thai  It':  zvas  upon  a  level  xvith  the  rest 
of  his  fellovj  subjects;  for  an  attempt  to 
persuade  him  that  the  laws  of  the  country 
ivere  applicable  to  him  ;  for  an  attempt  to 
persuade  him  that  he  was  NOT  cut  off 
from  civil  society ;  for  an  atlenopt  to 
make  him  suppose,  that  he  was  not  put  out 

of  the  pale  of  the  comtitution. Tius  was 

the  charge  preferred  against  us  all  by  the 
venai  Cqurieh;  and,  yet,  Mr,  Dbakakd 
is  accused  of  the  very  opposite  ;  and  the 
sentiments  and  the  words  of  his  unmanly, 
his    base    and    cowardly   adversary,    are 

put  into    his  mouth. Here  I  quit  the 

lawyer,  referring  the  reader  to  his  whole 
speech,  as  published  in  the  report  of  the 

trial. The    speech    of  the   Judge,    I 

shall  leave  to  the  perusal  of  the  reader ; 
but,  I  must  beg  leave  to  express  my  hope, 

that  that   perusal   will    be   attentive. 

While  we  have  subjects  like  this  before 
us,  that  man  must  be  little  better  than  a 
brute  beast  who  can  suffer  his  mind  to  be 
drawn  abroad,  and  his  attention  to  be 
fixed  upon  marches  and  counter-marches. 
Sugar  and  Coflee  islands  and  the  firing  of 
Park  and  Tower  guns,  may,  at  such  times, 
engage  the  attention  of  men  whose  skulls 
are  empty,  or  who  are  intent  upon  con- 
tracts and  jobs;  but  subjects  like  that  now 
before  us  are  the  only  ones  that  will,  or 
can,  command  the  serious  attention  of 
men  oi  sense  who  love  their  country  ;  be- 
cause in  them  we  may  easily  read  some, 
at  least,  of  the  events  that  are  to  come. 

Bank  Dollar  Tokens. Reader,  rub 

your  eyes  ;  if  you  wear  spectacles  wipe 
them  clean;  and,  if  you  are  blind,  bid 
your  reader  raise  his  voice;  for,  here  is 
an  article  that  demands  all  the  attention 
that  you  can,  in  any  wise,  muster  up.  Ye 
ancient  spinsters,  whose  incomes  are  fixed 
in  nominal  sums  ;  ye  widows  and  orphans 
whose  all  is  what  is  called  vested,  lay 
aside  your  cards  and  your  baubles ;  and  youj 
Grizzle  Greenhorn,  away  with  your  knit- 
ting needle  and  your  half-made  purse, 
which  cruelly  mocks  you  ;  come  the  whole 
of  you  gather  round  me,  and  hear  the  con- 
firmation of  what  I  have,  in  vain,  so  long 
been  endeavouring  to   make   you    believe. 

«  BANK  OF  ENGLAND,  18   March 

"  1811. Bank   Dollar    Tokens. 

*'  Whereas  the  price  of  Silver  has  risen  so 
"  much  since  the  first  issue  of  Bank  Dollar 
"  Tokens  at  Five  Shillings  each  as  now 
"  to  make  them  tvorth  more  to  be  sold  us 
*'  bullion  than  the  price  at  which  they  are 
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"  current ;    and    whereas    it     has   been 
"  deemed  expedient  at   the  recommenda- 
"  tion  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords 
"  Committee   of  Privv    Council   for  Coin,  , 
"  in  order  to  PREVENT  THEIR  BEING 
"WITHDRAWN     FROM    CIRCULA- 
"  TION,  that  an  ADDITIONAL  VALUE 
"  nearly    proportionate   to  that  at  which 
"  they  were  first  issued  in  relation  to  their 
"  INTRINSIC  VALUE   be  now  assigned 
"  to  them  :  The  Governor   and   Company 
"  of  the   Bank  of  England   do  thereiure 
"  hereby    give   notice,   that    they    hare 
"  given  orders  to  their  Cashiers  and  other 
"  officers-  from  henceforth  (until   a  public 
"  notice  to  the  contrary   of  not  less  than 
"  six  months  shall  have  been    given,)  to 
"  receive  all  Bank  Dollar  Tokens  tendered 
"  in  pa3'ment  at   the  Bank,  at  the  rate  of 
"  FIVE  SHILLINGS  AND  SIXPENCE 
"  EACH  instead  of  5s.  as  heretofore  ;  and 
"  to  pay  and  to  issue  all  such   Bank   Dollar 
"  Tokens  as  shall  be  paid  or  issued  hereafter  by 

"  them  at  the  same  rate  of  Ss.  Qd.  each, 

"  Robert    Best,  Secretary." There  ! 

Now  you  may  all  to  breakfast  or  dinner  or 
supper  "  with  what  appetite  you   may." 

There   it  is.     You  have  it  now  ;  and 

if  you  are  amongst  those,  who  have  so 
long  abused   me  for  my  warnings,  much. 

good    may    it    do    you. Oh !      "  that 

"  the  great  statesman  now  no  more"  were 
still  alive  and  here  amongst  us !  His 
death,  at  which  samany  thousands,  I  might 
say  millions,  so  sincerely  rejoiced,  was 
always  a  subject  of  sorrow  with  me;  and 
I  cannot  help  wondering,  that  Mr.  Hunt 
should,  at  the  Somersetshire  Meeting, 
have   expressed   his    satisfaction   that   the 

great   man    was    now    no   more.— The 

moment  I  clapped  my  eyes  upon  this  no- 
tice, my  pen  dropped,  and  my  hands  flew 
instinctively  to  my  pockets,  where,  alas  '. 
I  found  but  two  dollars,  and  so  I  became 
only  one  shilling  richer  than  I  was  the 
minute  before. — — If  poor  Grizzle 
Greenhorn  should  not  yet  understand 
the  matter,  she  will  the  next  time  she  goes 
to  the  grocer's,  with  a  pound  note,  for  a 
pound  of  tea,  price  five  shillings;  for,  Mr. 
FiGGiNs  will  not  give  her  three  dollars  in 
change  as  he  used  to  do,  but  will  hand  her' 
two  dollars  and  four- shillings,  thus  : 

1  lb.  fine  Bohea £0     5     0 

2  Dollars  at  5s.  6fl! Oil     0 

Small  change 0     4     0 


Total    ^10    0 
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Oh  !  '*  that  the  great  man"  could  come 
again  !  1  shall  not  easily  forgive  Mr.  Hunt 
for  expressing  satist'aciion  at  his  premature 
end.  The  great  niau  wished  to  have  his 
nfiTne  inscribed  on  a  monument  raised  to  Public 
Credit.  He  said  so.  I  have  his  speech. 
Of  all  the  malicious  pranks  that  i)eath 
ever   played  us,  the  talcing  off  the  great 

man  so  soon  was  the  worst. However, 

his  school  are  alive.  We  shall  have  them 
to  talk  to;  and,  that,  at    any  rate,  will    be 

some   little  consolations. 1   have   been 

asked  by  a  score  of  correspondents,  why 
I  do  not  finish  my  series  of  Letters  to  tl\e 
Farmers  and  Tradesmen  in  and  near  Salis- 
tury,  upon  the  subject  of  Paper  against 
Gold.  The  reason  is,  that  I  wait  lo  see  the 
Report  of  the  Bullion  Committee  dis- 
cussedin  the  House  of  Commons.  I  was  come 
to  the  place  where  I  must  have  otlered  my 
opinion  as  to  their  proposed  rtmtdij  ;  and  I 
was  not  willing  to  do  that,  until  I  had 
fully  heard  them;  until  1  had  heard  them 
out;  Until,  indeed,!  had  heard  what  all 
the  statesmen  of  our  age  and  country  had 
to  say. — But,  leally,  if  this  discussion 
does  not  come  on  soon,  I  must  proceed  ; 
for,  I  begin  to  be  alarmed,  lest  the  accom- 
plishment should  precede  the  prophecy 

The  discuss  on  appears  to  have  been  put 
off  on  account  of  Mr.  Horner's  absence 
upon  the  Circuit,  jf  he  looked  upon  the 
thing  in  the  light  thnti  do,  he  would  lock 
sharp  and  get  back  again.  Even  now, 
the  discussion  will  have  lost  half  its  in- 
terest; for  this  tenth,  at  a  slap,  add<.d  to 
the  nominal  value  of  the  dollar,  or,  in  o*her 
words,  the  iivo  shillings  'deducted  from  the 
value  of  the  pound  note,  will,  in  ti.ecourtie 
of  a  t"ew  days,  enable  every  creature  of 
common  sense  to  judge  very  correctly  of 

what   is    going  on. What  strikes   me 

most  i.s  ttie  admirable  coolness,  or  vi'hat 
the  Fietich  call,  saiig  froid,^  with  which 
this  notification  is  given  from  the  Bank, 
who  tell  us,  in  so  maay  woids,  that  their 
silver  notes  or  tokens  are  now  tw^rth 
■more  than  when  they  were  i-sued;  that 
they  will  he  iuithch-atcn  from  circula- 
tion (that  is  sent  abroad  or  melted)  un- 
iess  their  value  is  raised ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, they  have  raised  the  value,  and  mean 
to  issue  them  at  the  raised  value  in  future. 
And,  all  this  witii.  as  much  coolness  and 
composure-  as  if  nothing  at  all  was  the 
matter  !  The  m.m  is  a  fo<,l  who  frets  and 
teazts  himself  at  this,  seeing  that  it  is  a 
thing  that  is  sure,  ipaite  sure,  to  correct  it- 
self.  The  JacoMns  and  Democrats  can 

do-nothing  here.    No  human  power  tan 
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stop  the  progress  of  this,  nor  retard,  for 
oulv  one  single  moment,  the  even%  or,  ra- 
ther tlie  numerous  and  most  important 
events,  with  which  it  teems,- and  which  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  believing  to  be  far 
greater  than  any  that  moilern  Europe  has 

yet  witnessed. We  shall  now  soon  see 

(it  will  not  be  three  years  iirst)  what  degree 
of  knowledge  is  possessed  by  such  men  as 
Sinclair  and  Huskisson  and  Chalmers 
and  the  rest  of  the  rabble  of  authors,  who 
have  been  choaking  up  the  shops  of  the 
book-sellers  with  pamphlets  about  the 
Bullion  report.  That  hardened  and  in- 
exorable scribbler,  Chalmers,  has  stated 
Bank  Notes,  not  convertible  into  specie, 
to  be  "  a  miraculous  mean  of  salvation  to  the 
"  British  constitution."      Very  true,  in  his 

sense   of  the  constitution. But,  there 

will  be  time  to  speak  of  this  hereafter.  At 
present  I  will  leave  what  has  been  said  to 
the  consideration  of  the  reader ;  and  with 
my  earnest  advice  to  him  to  open  his  eyes 
and  look  btfore  him,  being  well  satisfied, 
that  the  time  is  not  lar  distant  when  he 
will  repent  it  sorely,  if  he  remain  deaf  to 
my  advice. 

Englishman's  Right. In  another 

part  of  this  Number,  I  have  begun  the  in- 
sfrtion  of  an  excelKnt  little  work  on  the 
Jiigiits  and  Duties  of  Juries.  It  was  written 
a  long  while  ago  by  a  very  eminent  and 

excellent  person. 1  have  had  the  whole 

treatise  printed  in  the  form  of  a  pamphlet, 
•«t;id  it  is  n  -w  for  sale  (Price  one  shilling)  at 
Mr.  Bagshaw  s  and  Mr.  Budd's;  but,  so 
excellent  do  I  think  the  work,  and  so  much 
good  do  i  think  it  calculated  to  produce, 
that  I  shall  continue  to  insert  parts  of  it, 
■"till  the  whole  may  have  reached  those, 
who  are  not  within  reach  of  the  pamphlet. 
My  object  is  to  communicate  its  contents 
to  every  body,  if  I  can,  and  therefore,  I 
have  put  only  such  a  price  upon  it  as  will 
pay  apart  oj  the  expence,  being  very  willing 
to  bear  some  part  of  it  mycelf. 

W'*'.  COBBETT. 

State  Prison,  Newgate,  Tuesday, 
March  19,  Tsil. 

LIBEL  CAUSE. 

]Mr.  Drakard  of  the  Stamford  News. 

Report  of  tliis  Trial,  at  tJie  Assizes  ai  Lin- 
coln,   on   Wednesday,    1 3th    March, 
.   1811,  before  Judge  VVood,  and  a  Spe- 
cial Jury. 

At  nine  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning 
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this  trial  came  on,  before  Mr.  Baron  Wood 
and  a  Special  Jury;  only  six  special  jury- 
men of  the  pannel  answered  to  their 
names,  but  a  tales  being  prayed,  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  were  sworn  : — 

Oeorge  Uppleby,  Esq. 

Wrn.  Graburn,  Esq. 

John  Rjchardson,  Esq. 

John  Green,  Esq. 

John  Manners,  Esq. 

John  Eiiott,  Esq, 

J.  ElHs  (Cherry  Willingham) 

Thomas  Brown 

Christopher  Norwood 

George  Sanders 

John  Coulson 

William  Mossop. 
The  pleadings  were  opened  by  Mr. 
Reynolds,  and  the  case  was  stated  by  Mr. 
■Clarke,  who,  with  Serjeant  Vaughan  and 
Mr.  Reader,  conducted  the  prosecution. — 
The  libel  was  stated  to  have  been  pub- 
lished in  the  paper  called  "  Drakard's 
Stamford  News,"  of  the  2 Ith  of  August 
last,  and  to  be  embodied  in  some  observa- 
tions headed  "  One  Thousand  Lashes," 
tending  to  create  disaffection  amongst  the 
soldiers,  to  alienate  their  affections  from 
their  officers,  and  to  occasion  a  genera! 
prejudice  to  the  military  service  of  the 
country,  by  holding  up  the  discipline  of 
the  army  to  abhorrence,  and  deterring  his 
Majesty's  subjects  from  entering  therein. 
The  publication,  Mr.  Clarke  stated,  was  of 
a  nature  so  infamous,  so  seditious  and 
dangerous,  that  no  good  man  who  heard 
it  read,  could  restrain  his  resentment,  or 
hesitate  in  his  judgment  upon  it ;  and  he 
thought  the  Attorney-Cjeneral  would  have 
been  grossly  derelict  of  his  duty,  had 
he  not  proceeded  to  prosecute  the  author 
and  publisher  of  venom  so  foul  as  that 
contained  in  the  libel.  He  then  read 
various  passages  of  the  libel  complained 
of,  commenting  with  severity  as  he  pro- 
ceeded. The  tendency  and  object  of 
such  a  doctrine,  he  maintained,  could  only 
be  to  breed  mutiny,  subvert  the  military 
establishment  of  the  country,  and  make 
us,  by  the  disaflection  of  our  soldiery,  an 
easy  conquest  of  our  implacable  enemy  ; 
and  he  called  upon  the  Jury,  by  their 
■verdict,  to  pronounce  their  sense  of  the 
heinousness  of  the  publication  laid  before 
them.— The  printing  and  publishing  of 
the  libel  were  proved  by  the  production 
of  a  copy  of  the  paper  of  the  '24th  of 
August;  and  the  responsibility  of  the  de- 
fendant, by  some  official  regulations  of 
the  Stamp  Oft>c«,  of  which  Jeha  Booth, 


Esq.  Mr.  M.  Elgie,  and  an  Officer  from 
the  Stamp  Office  in  London,  gave  tesli-. 
mony. 

Mr.  Bkougham  (who  had  been  brought 
from  the  York  Circuit)  then  rose,  and,  on 
behalf  of  the  defendant,  addressed  the 
Jury  in  a  most  eloquent  speech  of  two 
hours  and  a  quarter. 

After  some  observations  upon  the  inge- 
nious and  sophistical  manner  in  which,  he 
said,  the  advocate  for  the  prosecution  had 
tortured  the  tendency  of  the  alledged  libel 
and  the  intention  of  the  author,  he  alluded 
to  the  late  trial  of  the  Messrs.  Hunts  in 
London,  for  publishing  the  greater  part  of 
the  article  which  was  the  subject  oi"  this 
prosecution,  in  their  Paper  called  the  Exa- 
miner. They  had  copied  and  adopted 
three-fourths  of  the  disquisition  on  military 
discipline,  from  the  defendant's  paper; 
and  on  trial  for  the  alleged  offence  of  so 
doing,  had«  by  a  Jury  of  their  country, 
been  acquitted  of  criminality  : — "  and," 
said  Mr.  Brougham,  "  can  that  be  inno- 
cent in  Westminster  which  is  criminal  in 
Lincolnshire  !" — The  learned  Gentleman 
proceeded  to  assert  the  right  of  Englishmen 
to  form  and  deliver  their  opinions  upon 
any  subject  upon  which  they  chose  to  ex- 
ercise their  judgment.  He  begged  to  be 
informed  since  when  it  was  (that  he  might 
know  the  sera  for  the  purpose  of  cursing 
it)  that  an  Englishman,  feeling  strongly 
upon  an  interesting  subject,  might  not 
strongly  and  freely  express  his  opinion  ? 
The  right  of  forming  an  opinion  was  in- 
contestible  ;  and  was  it  to  be  told  to  any 
man,  that  he  must  adopt  a  particular  form 
of  words  in  expressing  it?  The  publica- 
tion before  the  Jury  was  a  piece  of  rea- 
soning in  support  of  an  honest  judgmpnt; 
and  was  the  defendant  to  be  visited  with 
two  years'  imprisonment  in  a  dungeon, 
because,  in  support  of  his  opinion,  he  had 
not  argued  dully,  supported  it  feebly,  and 
illustrated  it  obscurely  ?  Surely  not. 
Whatever  were  the  inconveniences  of 
warm  expressions,  we  must  submit  to 
them,  if  we  would  have  discussion  at  all ; 
and  as  to  popular  clamour,  in  a  free  coun- 
try, it  was  desirable  rather  than  not,  as 
tending  to  a  right  undersiamlingof  afluirs, 
and  a  just  appreciation  of  measures. 
"  Uproar  in  England  is  wholesome;  whilst 
in  France,"  said  Mr.  Brougham,  "  every 
whisper  is  pestilential."  The  beneficial 
consequence  of  discussion,  like  that  now 
complained  of,  was,  that  in  attacking  the 
flaws  and  blots  of  our  establishments,  it 
prodagetl  something  near  perfection  j  such 
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<1iscussion  was  the  inalienable  right  of 
Englishmen ;  and  ihe  most  vital  ^kartoflhe 
Constitution  under  wliich  they  lived. — 
In  palliation  ot"  that  part  of  the  libel  which 
in  strong  terms  reprobated  the  rnilitary 
system  of  florrg^ing,  called  it  a  greater 
curse  than  the  Inquisition,  and  the  most 
heart-rending  tyranny  on  this  side  hell, 
the  Learned  Council  read  passages  in  the 
publication  of  Sir  Robert  Wilson  on  the 
subject  of  military  punishments,  in  which 
flogging  was  condemned  in  equally  strong 
terms — and  when  he  sat  down,  a  conside- 
rable clapping  was  set  up  in  the  gallery 
and  extremities  of  the  Court.  The  Judge, 
with  great  indignation,  censured  this  in- 
decency, and  threatened  one  person,  whom 
he  selected  from  the  crowd,  with  impri- 
sonment for  the  offence. 

Mr.  Clarke,  rising  to  reply  to  the  de- 
fence, observed  that  a  stronger  proof  of  the 
evil  tendency  and  influence  of  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Defendant  could  not  be 
shown,  than  in  the  gross  attempt  which 
had  been  just  made  to  overawe  by  popu- 
lar clamour,  and  to  beat  down  the  free 
agency  of  the  Jury.  The  defence  made 
for  the  present  Defendant,  he  said, Was 
•ver  the  sort  of  defence  made  for  men  of 
similar  sentiments  and  conduct  ;  the  advo- 
cate who  had  defended  the  author  of  "  The 
Rights  of  Man,"  had  taken  precisely  the 
«ame  ground,  and  pleaded  the  same  rights. 
The  allusion  of  the  Learned  Gentleman  to 
the  trial  of  the  Messrs.  Hunts,  gave  him 
(Mr.  Clarke)  a  right  he  had  not  assumed 
before,  of  making  those  very  persons  wit- 
ness against  the  Defendant  ;  for  although 
their  will  to  say  all  they  dare  was  not 
to  be  doubted,  it  was  a  powerful  circum- 
stance against  the  present  defendant,  that 
in  copying  the  article  from  his  paper  for 
which  they  had  been  prosecuted,  they 
had  omitted  the  strongest  parts  of  it,  and 
thus  shewn  their  own  judgment  of  the 
libellous  tendency  of  the   original.     The 

f present  prosecution,  therefore,  was  for  a 
ibel  infinitely  stronger  than  those  men  had 
dared  to  publish  ;  and  yet  the  opinion  of 
the  eminent  Judge  who  tried  the  cause  in 
which  they  were  criminated  was,  that 
even  their  softened  publication  was  a  sedi- 
tious and  mischievouslibel.  Alluding  to  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  about  which  so  much 
had  been  advanced,  the  Learned  Gentle- 
man said  that  too  much  was  assumed  under 
\h,\^  misused  plirar-.t' ;  in  France  and  other 
Ci'Uiiirie-  tlit-  lil)erty  of  the  press  existed 
noi,  Oecau->e  licensers  were  appointed  to 
t').iiri»ui  u  i  aud'thia  exemption  from  the 


interference  of  the  licensers  in  England, 
was  what  rightly  was  understood  by  the 
liberty  of  the  press  ;  it  was  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that  any  man  was  to  print  whatever 
his  seditious  views,  or  a  malignant  dispo- 
sition might  suggest,  and  to  call  that  the 
liberty  of  the  press  which  he  had  a  right 
to  enjoy  unixiterruptedly — no  such  thing  ; 
but  the  press  was  a  free  agent  to  all,  but 
every  man  must  answer  for  his  use  of  it  ; 
and  it  was  the  office  of  a  Jury  to  stand  be- 
tween the  liberty  and  the  licentiousness 
of  it. — As  to  the  publication  before  the 
Court,  read  as  it  was,  and  was  meant  to 
be,  in  public- houses,  bi/  illiterate  persons, 
incapable  of  deep  thinking,  it  was  not  to  be 
regarded  in  the  same  light  as  Sir  Robert 
Wilson's  publication  (meant  for  the  libraries 
of  7nen  of  judgment  J  ;  its  bane  was  unac- 
companied by  any  antidote,  and  might  do 
inconceivable  mischief.  It  was  a  strange 
wa}'^  of  encouroging  the  English  soldier, 
to  hold  him  out  as  a  degraded  slave,  cut 
off  from  the  pale  of  the  Constitution,  a»d 
below  the  level  of  his  fellow  subjects.  Not- 
withstanding the  boasted  excellence  of  the 
system  of  Buonaparte,  whose  service  the 
defendant  so  much  admired,  our  soldiers 
never  yet  had  met  those  of  the  Tyrant 
without  proving  the  superiority  of  their 
courage,  and  their  love  for  their  officers  ; 
and  if  they  were  not  reduced  or  seduced  by 
such  miscreants,  as  the  author  of  the  present 
libel,  would  stiU  repel  the  enemy  and  save 
their  country  ;  but  if  they  were  to  be 
insulted  diudi  taunted,  or  taught  that  they 
bled  for  those  who  treated  them  only 
with  cruelty,  whilst  Buonaparte  respected 
his  soldiers  and  made  their  condition  su- 
perior— the  safety  of  the  country  was  no 
longer  to  be  regarded  as  certain. 

I'he  Judge,  in  his  address  to  the  Jury, 
observed,  that  they  had  heard  a  very 
eloquent  and  powerful  harangue  in  favour 
of  the  D.  fend  ant,  and  the  Learned  Coun- 
sel had  done  his  duty  to  his  client  ;  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Jury  to  consult  tht-  justice 
of  the  country.  The  Learned  Counsel 
h  id  asked,  whether  what  was  nnioceni  at 
Westminster  should  be  crimnial  at  Lin- 
coln ?  He  (the  Judge)  did  n(;t  wish  to 
sjiCiik  disrespectfuiiv  of  Juries,  but  he 
mij^ht  be  permitted  to  say,  thai  the  Gen- 
tlemen he  then  addressed  were  not  to  be 
bound  l)y  the  conduct  <)f  any  other  Jury, 
and  he  thought  iliem  at  least  as  competent 
as  that  referred  to  at  We^iuiin^ter,  to  form 
a  just  judgment  in  the  matter  brought  be- 
fore them.  "  I  am  sorry,"  said  Sir 
George   Wood,  "  to  say,  that  vjc  live  in  m 
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*'  age  when  the  liberty  of  the  press  is  viost  scan- 
"  dalously  ahustd,  and  libelling  is  become  a 
*'  trade."  Violent  and  inflammatory  ex- 
pressions, he  added,  were  not  to  be  mixed 
up  with  discussion,  and  to  pass  under  tlie 
cloak  of  warm  feeling  for  the  public  good. 
Let  tlie  Jury  examine  the  publication  be- 
fore them,  and  see  whether  any  good 
motive  could  reasonably  be  supposed  to 
have  actuated  the  writer.  It  w^as  to  be 
feared  that  many  persons  in  this  country 
laere  endeavouring  to  assist  the  enemy  in  his 
project  of  disgusting  the  people  iciih  institutions 
by  which  they  ivcrc  governed.  With  respect 
to  the  observations  of  the  learned  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Brougham)  on  the  sub- 
ject of  military  flogging,  he  could  not 
but  think  his  speech  of  this  day  would 
have  been  better  delivered  in  that  hon.  House 
qfiL'hich  he  mas  a  member ;  he  hoped  he  should 
soon  see  him  agitate  the  subject  there  :  if 
he  did  not,  it  must  be  inferred  that  the 
Gentleman  did  not  mean  as  he  said.  The 
Learned  Judge  then  alluded  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  Finneriy,  as  an  instance  of  the  extra- 
ordinary temper  for  libelling  which  was 
prevalent,  and  the  extravagant  notions 
which  prevailed  about  the  right  of  saying 
and  publishin.i;  whatever  it  was  fancied 
could  be  justified.  It  was  said  that  indi- 
viduals had  a  right  to  discuss  the  very  laws 
of  the  country  ;  were  we  then  to  have  a 
power  beyond  the  Legislature  itself?  If 
such  were  the  case,  tliere  was  no  security  to 
our  establishments  ;  but  the  notion  was  not 
only  highly  dangerous,  but  in  the  highest 
degree  unconstitutional.  If  the  Jurv 
could  be  of  opinion  that  anjr  thing  but 
mischief  was  meant  by  the  publication 
under  their  consideration,  they  would  ac- 
quit the  defendant;  but  he  (the  Judgo),  in 
the  conscientious  discharge  of  his  duty, 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  he  con- 
sidered it  a  most  wicked  libel. 

The  Jury  withdrew  for  about  ten 
minutes,  and  brought  in  a  verdict  of 
GUILTY. 

THE  ENGLISHMAN'S  RIGHT: 

A  Dialogue  betiveen  a  Barrister  at  Law  and 
a  Juryman  ;  plainly  setting  forth,  I.  The 
Antiquity,  II.  The  Excellent  Designed 
Use,  III.  The  OJfice,  and  Just  Privileges, 

OF  JURIES,  by  the  Law  of  England 

By  Sir  John  Hawles,  Solicitor- General 
to  King  William  III. 

Barrister.  My  old  Client  !  a  good 
morning  to  you  ;  whither  so  fast  ?  you 
seem  intent  upon  some  important  aflair. 
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Juryman.  Worthy  Sir  !  I  am  glad  to  see 
you  thus  opportunely,  there  being  scarce 
any  person  that  I  couid  at  this  time  rather 
have  wished  \o  meet  with. 

Barr.  I  shall  esteem  myself  happy,  if 
in  any  thing   I  can  serve  j'^ou. — The  bu- 


siness, I  pray  ? 

Jurym.  I  am  summoned  to  appear  upon 
a  Jury,  and  was  just  going  to  try  if  I 
could  get  off.  Now  I  doubt  not  but  you 
can  put  me  into  the  best  way  to  obtain 
that  favour. 

Bnrr.  It  is  probable  I  could  ;  but  first 
let  me  know  the  reasons  why  you  desire 
to  decline  that  service. 

Jurym.  You  know,  Sir,  there  is  some* 
thing  of  trouble  and  loss  of  time  in  it  :— • 
and  men's  lives,  liberties,  and  estates 
(which  depend  upon  a  jury's  gviliy  or  not 
guilty,  for  the  plaintiff,  or  for  the  defend- 
ant) are  weigiity  things.  I  would  not 
wrong  my  conscience  for  a  world,  nor  be 
accessary  to  any  man^s  ruin.  There  are 
others  better  skilled  in  such  matters.  I 
have  ever  so  loved  peace,  that  1  have 
forborne  going  to  law  (as  you  well  know) 
many  times,  though  it  hath  been  much  to 
my  loss. 

Barr.  I  oomrnend  your  tenderness  and 
modesty  ;  yet  must  tell  you,  these  are 
bat  general  and  weak  excuses. 

As  for  your  time  and  trouble,  it  is  not 
much  ;  and,  liowever,  can  it  be  better 
spent  than  in  doing  justice,  and  serving 
your  country  ?  To  withdraw  yourself  in 
such  cases,  is  a  kind  of  sacrilege,  a 
robbing  of  the  public  of  those  duties  which 
you  justly  owe  it.  The  more  peaceable 
man  you  have  been,  the  more  fit  you  are  ; 
for  the  office  of  a  Jur5'mau  is,  conscien- 
tiously to  judge  his  neighbour  ;  and  needs 
no  more  law  than  is  easily  learnt  to  direct 
him  therein.  I  look  upon  you  therefore 
as  a  man  well  qualified  with  estate,  dis- 
cretion, and  integrity;  and  if  all  such  as 
you  should  use  private  means  to  avoid  it, 
how  would  the  king  and  country  be  ho- 
nestly served  ?  At  that  rate  we  should 
have  none  but  fools  or  knaves  entrusted  in 
this  grand  concern,  on  which  (as  you  well 
observe)  the  lives,  liberties,  and  estates  of 
all  England  depend. 

Your  tcndeimess  not  to  be  accessary  to  any 
man's  being  wronged  or  ruined,  is  (as  I 
said)  much  to  be  commended.  But  may 
you  not  incur  it  unawares,  by  seeking 
thus  to  avoid  it  ?  Pilate  was  not  innocent 
because  he  washed  his  hands,  and  said, 
'  He  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
blood  of  that  just  one^'    There  are  faults 
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of  omission  as  well  as  commission.  When 
you  are  legally  called  to  try  such  a  cause, 
if  you  shall  shuffle  out  yourself,  and  thereby 
persons  perhaps  less  conscientious  happen 
to  be  made  use  of,  and  so  a  villain  escapes 
justice,  or  an  innocent  man  is  ruined,  by  n 
prepossessed  or  negligent  verdict ;  can 
you  think  yourself  in  such  a  x;ase  wholly 
blameless?  'Qui  non prohibit  cum  potest, 
'jubet:  That  man  abets  an  evil,  who 
'  prevents  it  not,  when  it  is  in  his  power/ 
'  Ncc  caret  scriqndo  societatis  occuUct,  qui 
'  evidenter  facinori  desinit  obviare.  Nor  can 
•  he  escape  the  suspicion  of  being  a  se- 
'  cret  accomplice,  who  evklently  de- 
'  clines  the  prevention  of  an  atrocious 
'  crime.' 

Jurym.  Truly,  I  think  a  man  is  hound  to 
do  all  the  good  he  can  ;  especially  when 
he  is  lawfully  called  to  it.  But  there 
lometimes  happen  nice  cases,  wherein  it 
may  be  difficult  to  discharge  one's  consci- 
ence without  incurring  the  displeasure  of 
the  court,  and  thence  trouble  and  damage 
may  arise. 

Burr.  That  is  but  a  vain  and  needless 
fear.  For  as  the  jurors  privileges  (and 
every  Englishman^  in  and  by  them)  are 
very  considerable  \.  so  the  laws  have  no 
less  providently  guarded  them  against  in- 
vasion or  usurpation.  So  that  there  needs 
no  more  than,  first  understanding  to  know 
your  duty  ;  and^  in  the  next  place,  cou- 
rage and  resolution  to  practise  it  with 
impartiality  and  integrity,  free  from  ac- 
cursed bribery  and  malice,  or  (what  is  full 
as  bad  in  the  end)  base  and  servile  fear. 

Jurym.  I  am  sati.^fied,  that  as  it  is  for 
the  advantage  and  honour  of  the  public, 
that  men  of  understanding,  substance  and 
honesty,  should  be  employed  to  serve  on 
juries,  ihdt  justice  and  ri^lit  may  fairly  be 
administered  ;  so  it  is  their  oivn  interest, 
when  called  thereunto,  readily  to  bestow 
their  attendance  and  service,  to  prevent 
ill  precedents  from  men  otherwise  qualified; 
which  may  by  degrees  fatally,  though  in- 
sensibly, undermine  our  just  birth-rights, 
and  perhaps  fall  heavy  one  day  upon  us, 
or  our  posterity.  But,  for  my  own  part, 
I  am  fearful  lest  I  should  suffer  through 
my  ignoracce  of  the  duty  and  office  of  a 
juryman  ;  and,  therefore,  on  that  account 
prmcipally  it  is,  that  I  desire  to  be  ex- 
cused in  my  appearance  ;  which,  if  I  un- 
derstood but  so  well  as  I  hope  many  others 
do,  1  would  with  all  my  heart  attend  the 
service. 

Burr.  You  speak  honestly,  and  like  an 
Englishman,    But  if  that  be  all  your  cause 


of  scruple,  it  may  soon  be  removed,  if  you 
will  but  give  yourself  a  very  little  trouble 
of  enquiry  into  the  necessary  provisions  of 
the  law  o(  Englaad  relating  to  this  matter. 

Juryin.  There  is  nothing  (of  a  temporal 
concern)  that  I  would  more  gladly  b«  in- 
formed in ;  because  I  am  satisfied,  it  is 
very  expedient  to  be  generally  known. 
And  first,  I  would  learn  hew  long  trials  by> 
juries  have  been  used  in  this  nation  *.    , 

Barr.  Even  time  out  of  mind;: — so 
Jong,  that  our  best  historians  cannot  date 
the  original  of  the  institution;  being  in- 
deed cotemporary  with  the  nation  itself, 
or  in  use  as  soon  as  the  people  were  re- 
duced to  any  form  of  civil  government, 
and  administration  of  justice.  Nor  have 
the  several  conquests  or  revolutions,  the 
mixtures  of  foreigners,  or  the  mutual  feuds 
of  the  natives,  at  anytime,  been  ablet© 
suppress  or  overthrow  it.     For, 

L  That  juries  (the  thing  in  effect  and 
substance,  tho'  perhaps  not  just  the  num- 
ber of  twelve  men)  were  in  use  among  the 
Britons,  (the  first  inhabitants  of  this  island) 
appears  by  the  ancient  monuments  and 
writings  of  that  nation ;  attesting  that  their 
Freeholders  had  always  a  share  in  all  trials 
and  determinations  of  differences. 

2.  Most  certain  it  is,  that  they  were 
practised  by  the  Saxons  f,  and  were  then 
the  only  courts,  or  at  least  an  essential, 
and  the  greater  part,  of  all  courts  of  judi- 
cature: for  so  (to  omit  a  multitude  of 
other  Instances)  we  find  in  king  Ethelred's 
Laws,  '  In  singtdis  Centuriis,  Itic.'  '  In 
'  every  hundred  let  there  be  a  court,  and 
'  let  twelve  ancient  freemen,  together 
'  with  the  Lord,  (or  rather,  according  to 
'  the  Saxon,  the  Greve,  i.  e.  the  chief  of- 
'  ficer  amongst  them)  be  svvorn,  that  they 
'  will  not  condemn  any  person  that  is  in- 
'  nocent,  nor  acquit  any  one  that  is  guilty.* 

3.  When  the  Normans  came  in,  Willinnif 
tho'  commonly  called  the  Cmiqtieror,  was 
so  far  from  abrogating  this  privilege  of 
Juries  ^,  that  in   the  fourth  year  of  his 


*  Our  author,  in  his  title-page,  told  us, 
that  he  intended  to  point  out,  with  respect 
to  Juries,  1.  their  antiquitij;  2,  their  ex- 
celknt  designed  use;  3.  their  office  and  just 
privileges.  In  answer  to  the  Juryman's 
question,  and  incompliance  with  his  own 
promise,  he  is  now  going  to  treat  of  th« 
antiquity  of  Juries. 

t  Lamb.  p.  218.  Coke,  1  ^arl,  Institutes, 
fol.155. 

X  See  Spelman*s  GlosBar.  in  the  word 
Jurata, 
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reign,  he  confirmed  all  king  Ediuard  the 
Confessor's  laws,  and  the  ancient  customs 
of  the  kingdom,  whereof  this  was  an  es- 
sential and  most  material  part.  Nay,  he 
made  use  of  a  Jury,  chosen  in  every 
county,  to  report  and  certify  on  their 
oaths  what  those  laws  and  customs  were  ; 
as  appears  in  the  proem  of  such  his  con- 
firmation. 

4.  Afterwards  when  the  Great  Charter, 
commonly  called  Magna  Charta,  (which  is 
nothing  else  than  a  recital,  confirmation, 
and  corroboration  of  our  ancient  English 
liberties)  was  made  and  put  under  the 
great  seal  of  England,  in  the  ninth  year  of 
king  Henry  the  Third,  (which  was  anno 
Doviini  \2'25)  then  was  this  privilege  of 
trials  by  Juries  in  an  especial  manner 
confirmed  and  established ;  as  in  the 
fourteenth  chapter,  '  'Ihat  no  amerce- 
'  ments  shall  be  assessed,  but  by  the  oath 
'  of  good  and  honest  men  of  the  vicinage.' 
And  more  fully  in  that  golden  nine-and- 
Iwentieth  chapter—'  No  freeman  shall  be 
'  taken  or  imprisoned,  nor  be  disseised  of 

*  his  freehold  or  liberties,  or  free  customs, 

*  or  be  out-lawed,  or  exiled,  or  any  other 
'  way  destroyed,  nor  shall  we  pass  upon 
'  him,  or  condemn  him,  but  by  the  lawful 
'  judgment  of  his  peers,'  Sfc.  Which 
Grand  Charter  having  been  confirmed  by 
above  thirty  acts  of  parliament,  the  said 
right  of  Juries  thereby,  and  by  constant 
usage,  and  common  cu?ton>  of  England 
which  is  the  common  law,  is  brought  down 
to  us  as  our  undouhieil  birth-right,  and 
the  best  inheritance  of  eveiy  Englishman. 
For  as  that  famous  lavv\er,  chef  justice 
Coke*,  in  the  words  of  i'icero.  exc  llently 
avers,  '  Major  hcereditas  vaiil  uaicuique  nos- 

*  trum  «  jure  ^  legibus,  quant  a  parentibuit' 

*  It  is  a  greater  inheritance,  and  more  to  be 
'  valued,  which  we  derive  from  the  funda- 

*  mental  constitutiun  and  laws  of  our  coun- 

*  try,  than  that  which  comes  to  us  from 

*  our  respective  parents:'  for  without  the 
former,  we  have  no  claim  to  the  latter. 

fluri/7n.  But  has  this  method  of  trial 
never  been  attempted  to  be  invaded  or 
justled  out  of  practice  ? 

Bu7T.  It  is  but  rarely  that  any  have 
arrived  to  so  great  a  confidence  :  '  For  it  is 
'  a  most  dangerous  thing  to  shake,  or  alter, 
'  any  of  the  rules,  or  fundamental  points 
'  of  the  common  law,  which  in  truth  are 
'  the  main  pillars,  and  supporters  of  the 
'  fabric  of  the  commonwealth  ;'  these  are 
judge    Coke's  wordsf .     Yet   sometimes   it 


*  2  Infititut.  fol.  56.        f  Ibid.  p.  74-. 
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has  been  endeavoured  ;  but  so  sacred  and 
valuable  was  the  institution  in  the  eyes  of 
our  ancestors,  and  so  tenacious  were  they 
of  their  privileges,  and  zealous  to  main- 
tain, and  preserve  such  a  vital  part  of  their 
birth-right  and  freedom;  that  no  such  at- 
tempts could  ever  prove  effectual,  but  al- 
ways ended  with  the  shame  and  severe  pu- 
nishment of  the  rash  undertakers.  For 
example, 

1.  Andreu)  Horn,  an  eminent  lawyer,  iti, 
his  book,  entitled  The  Mirror  of  Justices, 
(written  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I, 
now  near  400  years  ago)  in  the  fifth 
chapter,  and  first  section,  records.  That 
the  renewed  Saxon  king.  Alfred  caused 
four  and  forty  justices  to  be  hanged  in 
one  year,  as  murderers,  for  their  false  judg- 
ments. And  there  recites  their  particular 
crimes,  most  of  them  being  in  one  kind 
or  other  infringements,  violations,  and  en- 
croachments of  and  upon  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  Juries.  Amongst  the  rest, 
that  worthy  author  tells  us,  he  hunted  one 

justice  Cadwine,  because  he  judged  one 
Hackwy  to  death  without  tite  consent  of  all 
the  Jurors ;  for  whereas  he  stood  upon  his 
Jury  of  twelve  mm,  because  three  oft/iem  would 
have  saved  him,  this  Cadwine  removed  those 
three,  and  put  others  in  their  room  on  ths 
Jury,  against  the  said  Hackwy's  consent. 
Where  we  may  observe,  that  though  at 
last  twelve  men  did  give  a  verdict  against 
him,  yet,  those,  so  put  upon  him,  were  not 
accounted  his  Jurors,  by  reason  all,  or  any 
of  them,  %vho  were  first  sworn  to  try  him, 
could  not  (Ly  law)  be  removed,  and  others 
put  in  their  stead  :  And  that  such  illegal 
alteration  was  then  adjudged  a  capital 
crime,  and  forthwith  the  said  Cadwine  was 
hanged. 

2.  A  second  instance  I  shall  give  j'ou 
in  the  wordsofthe  lord  chief  justice  Coke*  : 
'  Against  this  ancient  and  fundamental 
'  law,  and  in  the  face  thereof,  there  was  in 
'  the  eleventh  year  of  king  Henry  \H  cap. 
'  3.  an  act  of  Parliament  obtained  (on  fair 
'  pretences,  and  a  specious  preamble,  as  to 
•  avoid  divers  mischiefs,  &c.)  whereb}'  it 
'  was  ordained,  "  That  from  thenceforth, 
"  as  well  justices  of  assize,  as  justices  of  the 
"  peace,  upon  a  bare  information  for  the 
"  king  before  thein  made,  without  any 
"  finding  or  presentment  by  the  verdict  of 
"  twelve  men,  should  have  full  power  and 
"  authority,  by  iheir  discretions,  to  hear 
"  and  determine  all  oflences  and  con- 
"  tempts  committed  or  done  by  any  per- 

■«t«  II  11.11  III     -.^H^Maaa 

*  Coke  2  part  of  Inst,  fol  5l» 


6i)5] 


POLITICAL  REGISTER.— 7%e  Englishman's  Right. 


[COG 


«' son  or  persons  against  the  form,  ordi- 
"  nance,  or  eti'ect  of  any  statute  made  and 
"  not  repealed,  &c."  '  By  colour  of  which 
'  act/  saith  Coke,  shaking  this  fundamental 
'  law',  (he  means,  touching  all  trials  to 
be  bv  Juries)  '  it  is  not  credible  what 
'  HORRIBLE  OPPRESSIONS  and  EX- 
'  ACTIONS,  to  the  undoing  of  MULTI- 

*  TUDES  of  people,  were  committed  by 
'  Sir  Richard  Empson  knight,  and  Edmond 
'  Dudley,  esq.  (being  justices  of  the  peace) 
'  throughout  England;  and  upon  this  un- 
'just  and    injurious  act,  as  commonly  in 

*  like  cases  it  faileih  out,  a  new  office  was 

♦  erected,  and  they  made  masters  of  the 

•  king's  forfeitures. 

But  not  only  this  statute  was  justly,  soon 
after  the  decea.se  of  Ho.ry  VII.  repealed 
by  the  stat.  of  the  1  Hen.  VIII.  cap.  6. 
but  also  the  said  Empson  and  Dudley  (not- 
withstanding they  had  such  an  act  to 
back  them,  yet  it  being  against  Magna 
Charla,  and  consequently  void)  were  fair- 
ly executed  for  their  pains;  and  several 
of  their  under- agents,  as  promoters,  in- 
formers, and  the  like,  severely  punished, 
for  a  warning  to  all  others  that  shall  dare, 
on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  infringe 
om*  English  liberties  *.  For  so  the  lord  f 
Coke,  having,  elsewhere,  with  detestation 
mentioned  their  story,  pathetically  con- 
cludes ;  *  Swi  eorum  vestigiis  insislant,  exiius 
'per  horrescant.  Let  all  those  who  shall 
'  presume  to  tr..ad   their  steps,  tremble  at 

•  their  dreadful  end.'  Other  instances 
of  a  later  date  might  be  given,  but  I  sup- 
pose these  rn^xy  suffice. 

Jurym.  Yes,  surely  ;  %  and  by  what 
you  have  discoursed  of  the  long-continued 
use  of  Juries,  and  the  zealous  regards  our 
ancestors  had  not  to  part  with  them,  I  per- 
ceive that  they  were  esteemed  a  special 
privilege.  Bii  pleased,  therefore,  to  ac- 
quaint me,  wherein  the  excellency  and 
advantages  io  the  people,  by  that  method 
of  trial  above  others,  may  consist. 

Barr.  This  question  shews  you  have 
been  much  conversant  abroad  to  observe 
the  miserable  condition  of   the  poor  peo- 

*  See  Sir  Rich.  Baker's  Chron.  p.  254, 
printed  in  1G7  i. 

f  -l  part  liistitut./oi.  il. 

t  The  Juryman  having  been  instructed 
in  the  antiquity  of  Juries,  is  now  going  to 
enfiuire  wherein  their  advantage  con^ists. 
The  Barrister  accordingly  shews  the  be- 
nefits which  may  arise  from  them.  Thus 
the  author  performs  the  second  part  of 
wha,t  he  proposed  la  the  title  page. 


pie  in  most  other  nations,  where  they 
are  either  wholly  subject  to  the  despotic 
arbitrary  lust  of  their  rulers;  or  at  best 
under  such  laws  as  render  their  lives,  li- 
berties, and  estates,  liable  to  be  disposed 
of  at  the  discretion  of  strangers  appointed 
their  judges;  most  times  mercenary,  and 
creatures  of  prerogative  ;  sometimes  ma- 
licious and  oppressive ;  and  often  partial 
and  corrupt*.  Or  suppose  them  ever  so 
just  and  upright,  yet  still  has  the  subject 
no  security  against  the  attacks  of  uncon- 
scionable witnesses.  Yea,  where  there  is 
no  sufficient  evidence,  upon  bare  sus- 
picions, they  are  obnoxious  to  the  tor- 
tures of  the  rack,  which  often  make  an 
innocent  man  confess  himself  guilty, 
merely  to  get  out  of  present  pain.  Is  it 
not  then  an  inestimable  happiness  to  be 
born  and  live  under  such  a  mild  and 
righteous  constitution,  wherein  all  these 
mischiefs,  as  far  as  human  prudence  can 
provide,  are  prevented  ?  where  none  can 
be  condemned,  either  by  the  power  of 
superior  enemies,  or  the  rashness  or  ill  will 
of  any  judge,  nor  by  the  bold  affirmations 
of  any  profligate  evidence;  but  no  less 
than  twelve  honest,  substantial,  impartial 
men,  his  neighbours(  who  consequently  can- 
not be  presumed  to  be  unacquainted  either 
with  the  matters  charged,  the  prisoner's 
course  of  life,  or  the  credit  of  the  evi- 
dence) must  first  be  fully  satisfied  in  iheiv 
consciences,  that  he  is  guilty;  and  so  all 
unanimously  pronounce  him  upon  their 
oaths  ?  Are  not  these,  think  you,  very 
material  privileges  ?  f 

Jurym.  Yes,  certainly  ;  though  I  never 
so  well  considered  them  before.  But 
now  I  plainly  see  our  fore-fathers  had, 
and  vie  still  have,  all  the  reason  in  the 
world  to  be  zealous  for  the  maintenance 
and  preservation  thereof  from  subversion  or 
encroachments,  and  to  transmit  them  en- 
tire to  posterity.      For  if  once  this  bank 

*  See  all  this  excellently  made  out 
and  more  at  large  by  the  L.  C.J.  Fortescue. 
afterwards  Chancellor  to  K.  Hen.  VI. 
in  his  Book  De  luudibus  Legum  Anglice,  cap. 
26,  27,  2y,  29. 

f  It  may  be  of  importance  to  add  one 
observation  here; — Though  a  parliament, 
to  supply  the  necessities  and  purposes  of 
an  abandoned  administration,  should  op- 
press us  with  taxes  ;  while  the  constitution 
remains,  in  other  respects,  unviolated,  the 
continuance  of  Juries  in  their  legal  force 
will  secure  our  reputations,  our  personal 
liberties^  our  limbs  and  our  lives. 
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be  broken  down  or  neglected,  an  ocean 
of  oppression  and  the  ruins  of  infinite 
numbers  of  people,  (as  in  Ejnpson  and 
Dudley'^  days)  mr.y  easily  follow,  when  on 
any  pretence  they  may  be  made  criminals, 
and  then  fined  in  vast  suras,  with'pretextto 
enrich  the  king's  coiiers,  but  indeed  to 
feed  those  insatiate  vultures  that  promote 
such  unreasonable  prcseciitions.  But 
since  you  have  taught  me  so  much  of  the 
antiquity  and  excellency  of  juries,  I  cannot 
but  crave  the  continuance  of  your  favour 
to  acquaint  me  somewhat  more  par- 
ticularly of  their  ojice  and  poxver  by  law. 

Barr.*  I  shall  gladly  comply  with  so 
reasonable  and  just  a  request,  f  '  A  jury 

*  of  twelve  men  are  by  our  laws  the  only 
'  proper  judges  of  the  matter    in  issue  be- 

*  fore  them.^     As  for  instance, 

1.  That  testimony  which  is  delivered 
to  induce  a  jury  to  believe,  or  not  to  be- 
lieve, the  matter  of  fact  in  issue,  is  called 
in  law  EVIDENCE;  because  thereby 
the  jury  may  out  of  many  matters  of  fact 
Evidere  veritntem ;  that  is,  see  clearly  the 
truth,  of  which  they  are  proper  judges. 

2.  When  any  matter  is  sworn,  or  [when 
a]  deed  [is]  read,  or  offered,  whether  it 
•hall  be  believed,  or  not,  or  whether  it 
be  true,  or  false,  in  point  of  fact,  the  jurors 
arc  proper  judges. 

3.  Whether  such  an  act  was  done,  in 
such  or  such  a  manner,  or  to  such,  or  such 
an  intent,  the  jurors  are  judges.  For  the 
eourt  is  not  judge  of  these  matters,  which 
are  evidence  to  prove  or  disprove,  the 
thing  in  issue.  And  therefore  the  wit- 
nesses are  always  ordered  to  direct  their 
speech  to  the  jury  ;  they  being  the  pro- 
per judges  of  their  testimony.  And  in 
all  pleas  of  the  crown,  or  matters  cri- 
minal the  prisoner,  •  is  said  to  put  himself 
for  trial  upon  his  country;*  which  is  ex- 
plained and  referred  by  the  clerk  of  the 
court,  to  be  meant  of  the  jury,  saying  to 
them  '  Which  country  you  are.' 

Jurym.  Well  then,  what  is  the  part  of 
the  king's  justices,  or  the  court  ?  what  are 
they  to  take  cngnizance  of,  or  do,  in  the 
trials  of  mens'  lives,  liberties  and  proper- 
ties f 

Harr.  Their  office,  in  gmeral,  is  to  do 
equal  justice  and  right;  particularly, 

1.  To  see  that  tlie  jury  be  regularly  re- 
turned and  duly  sworn. 

*  The  author  now  proceeds  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  third,  and  last  part  of  his 
proposed  plan. 

t  See  Coke,  4th  partof  Imtit.yb/'.  84, 


2.  To  see  that  the  prisoner,  in  cases 
where  it  is'permittable,  be  allowed  his  law- 
ful challenges. 

?j.  To  advise  by  law,  whether  such 
matter  may  be  given  in  evidence,  or  not ; 
such  a  writing  read,  or  not ;  or  such  a 
man  admitted  to  be  a  witness,  l^c. 

4.  Because  by  their  learning  and  ex- 
perience, they  are  presumed  to  be  best  qua- 
lified to  ask  pertinent  questions,  and,  in 
the  most  perspicuous  manner,  soonest  to 
sift  out  truth  from  amongst  tedious  imper- 
tinent circumstances  and  tautologies  :  they 
therefore  commonly  examine  the  witr>esses 
in  the  court;  yet  not  excluding  the  jury, 
who  of  right  may,  and  where  they  see 
cause,  ouglit  to  ask  them  any  necessary 
questions  ;  vphich  undoubtedly  they  may 
lawfully  do  with  modesty  and  discretion, 
without  begging  any  leave.  For  if  asking 
leave  be  necessary,  it  implies  in  the  court  a 
right  when  they  list  to  deny  it;  and  how 
then  shall  the  jury  know  the  truth  }  And 
since  we  see,   that  council  who  too  often 

C Pudet   hcEC   opprobria  nobis)  for  their 

fees  strive  only  to  baffle  witnesses,  and 
stifle  truth,  take  upon  them  daily  to  inter- 
rogate the  evidence  ;  it  is  absurd  to  think 
that  the  Jurors  should  not  have  the  same 
privilege,  who  are  upon  their  oaths,  and 
proper  judges  of  the  matter. 

5.  As  a  discreet  and  lawful  assistant  to 
the  jury,*  they  do  often  recapitulate  and 
sum  up  the  heads  of  the  evidence  :  but 
the  Jurors  are  still  to  consider  whether  it 
be  done  truly,  fully  and  impartially  ;  for 
one  man's  memory  may  sooner  fail  than 
twelve's.  He  may  likewise  state  the  law 
to  them  ;  that  is,  deliver  his  opinion  where 
the  case  is  difficult,  or  they  desire  it.  But 
since,  ex  facto  jus  onVwr,  all  matter  of  law 
arises  out  of  matter  of  fact,  so  that  till  the 
fact  is  settled  there  is  no  room  for  law  : 
therefore  all  such  discourses  of  a  judge  to 
a  Jury  are,  or  ought  to  be,  hypothetical, 
not  coercive  ;  conditional,  and  not  posi- 
tive :  viz.  '  If  you  find  the  fact  thus  or 
'  thus'  (still  leaving  the  Jury  at  liberty  to 
find  as  they  see  cause)  '  then  you  are  to 
'  find  for  the  plaintiff;  but  if  you  find  the 
'  fact  thus,  or  thus,  then  you  are  to  find 
'  for  the  defendant  or  the  like  ;'  guilty, 
or  not  guilty,  in  cases  criminal. 

Lastly,  they  are  to  take  the  verdict  of 
the  Jury,  and  thereupon  to  give  judgment 
according  to  law.  For  the  office  of  a 
judge  (as  Coke  well  observes)  is  jus  dicere, 


*  Vaughan's  Reports  in  Bushell's  case, 
fol.  144. 
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not  Jus  dare;  not  to  make  any  laws  by- 
strains  of  wit,  or  forced  interpretations  ; 
but  plainly,  and  impartially  to  declare  the 
law  already  established.  Nor  can  they 
refuse  to  accept  the  Jury's  verdict  when 
agreed  :  for  if  they  should,  and  force  the 
Jury  to  return,  and  any  of  them  should 
miscarry  for  want  of  accommodation,  it 
would  undoubtedly  be  murder  ;  and  in 
such  case  the  Jury  may,  without  crime, 
force  their  liberty  ;  because  they  are  ille- 
gally confined,  (having  given  in  their  ver- 
dict, and  thereby  honestly  discharged  their 
office,)  and  are  not  to  be  starved  for  any 
man's  pleasure. 

Jiirj/m.  But  I  have  been  told,  that  a  Jury 
is  only  judge  of  naked  matter  of  fact,  and 
are  not  at  all  to  take  upon  them  to  meddle 
with,  or  regard,  tnatter  of  lato,  but  leave  it 
vvholljf  to  the  court. 

Barr.  "Yh  most  true.  Jurors  are  judges 
of  matters  of  fact;  that  is  their  proper 
province,  their  chief  business ;  but  yet 
not  excluding  the  consideralion  of  matter 
of  law,  as  it  arises  out  of,  or  is  complicated 
with,  and  influences  the  fact.  For  to  say, 
they  are  not  at  all  to  meddle  with,  or  have 
respect  to,  law  in  giving  their  verdicts,  is 
not  only  a  false  position,  and  contradicted 
by  every  day's  experience  ;  but  also  a 
very  dangerous  and  pernicious  one  ;  tend- 
ing to  tlefeal  the  principal  end  of  the  in- 
stitution of  Juries,  and  so  subtiily  to  un- 
dermine that  which  was  too  strong  to  be 
battered  down. 

1.  It  is  false  :  For,  though  the  direc- 
tion, as  to  matter  of  law  separately,  may 
belong  to  the  judge,  and  the  finding  the 
matter  of  fact  do(  s,  peculiarly,  belong  to 
the  Jury  ;  yet  must  your  Jury  also  apply 
matter  ot  fact  and  law  together  ;  and  from 
their  consideration  of,  and  a  right  judg- 
ment upon  both,  bring  forth  their  verdict : 
For  do  we  not  see  in  most  general  issues, 
as  upon  not  guilty — pleaded  in  trespass, 
breach  of  the  peace,  or  felony,  though  it 
be  matter  in  law  whether  the  party  be  a 
trespasser,  a  breaker  of  the  peace,  or  a 
felon  ;  yet  the  Jury  do  not  find  the  fact  of 
thecasefryzVjc//"  leavmgthelaw  tothe  court; 
but  find  the  party  guilty,  or  not  guilty, 
generally  ?  So  as,  though  thev  answer  not 
the  question  Sin^/y,  what  is  law  ?  yet  they 
determine  the  law,  in  all  matters,  where 
issue  is  joined.  So  likewise  is  it  not  every 
day's  practice,  that  when  persons  are  in- 
dicted for  murder,  the  Jury  not  only  find 
them  guilty,  or  not  guilty  ;  but  many 
times  upon  hearing,  and  weighing  of  cir- 
(cumstances,  bring  them  in,  either  guiky 


of  murder,  manslaughter i  per  infortunium,  or 
se  defendendo,  as  they  see  cause  ?  Now  do 
they  not,  herein,  compUcately  resolve  both 
law  and  fact  ?  And  to  what  end  is  it,  that 
when  any  person  is  prosecuted  upon  any 
statute,  the  statute  itself  is  usually  read  to 
the  Jurors,  but  only  that  they  may  judge, 
whether,  or  no,  the  matter  be  within  that 
statute  ?  But  to  put  the  business  out  of 
doubt,  we  have  the  softVage  of  that  oracle 
of  law,  Littleton,  who,  in  his  Tenures,  sect. 
368,  declares,  '  That  if  a  Jury  will  take 
'  upon  them  the  knowledge  of  the  law  upon  the 
'  matter,  they  may.'  Which  is  agreed  to 
likewise  by  Coke  in  his  comment  there- 
upon.* And  therefore  it  is  false  to  say 
that  the  Jury  hath  not  power,  or  doth  not; 
use  frequently  to  apply  the  fact  to  the 
law ;  and  thence  taking  their  measures, 
judge  of,  and  determine,  the  crime,  or 
issue,  by  their  verdict. f 

'2.  As  Juries  have  ever  been  vested  with 
such  power  by  law,  so,  to  exclude  them 
from,  or  disseize  them  of  the  same,  were 
utterly  to  defeat  the  end  of  their  institu- 
tion j.     For  then,  if  a  person   should   be 

*  Before  the  present  disputes  arose,  an 
able  writer  of  our  own  times  considers 
this,  as  a  settled  and  allowed  rule.  See 
Blackstone's  Commentaries,  vol.  I,  p.  8, 
vol  III,  p.  377,  37S,  particularly  vol.  IV, 
p.  3.54,  35.'>,  4th  ed. 

t  Not  only  the  express  a.ssertion  of  law- 
yers— and  the  practice  of  the  courts  prove, 
that  Juries  are  authorized  to  determine 
the  law,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  fact  ; 
but,  in  the  third  place,  the  words,  in  which 
verdicts  must  be  given,  indicate,  that  they 
have  this  power.  If  Juries  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  judge  of  fact  only,  the  words 
♦  done/  or  '  not  done,'  or  words  of  a  like 
import,  would  have  been  substituted  for 
the  words  '  guilty,'  or  '  not  guilty.'  How- 
ever, as  our  ancestors  have  placed  it  in 
their  option  to  determine  the  law,  so  far 
as  it  is  connected  with  the  fact  :  the  lan- 
guage of  their  verdicts  comprehends,  when 
necessary,  their  seniinients  upon  both.  If 
an  action  is  said  to  be  criminal,  it  is  ne- 
ressary  to  determine  whether  the  action 
happened  : — ^o  that  when  a  Jury  declares 
that  a  man  is  guilty,  the  fiict  is  implied; 
because  they  cannot  affix  guilt,  where 
there  is  no  fact.  When  a  Jury  declares  a 
man  not  guilty,  the  determination  of  the 
fact  is  left  uncertain  ;  because  it  is  un- 
necessaiy  ;  for  the  law  concerns  itself  with 
actions,  only  so  far  as  they  are  criminal. 

%  From  the  doctriae,  that  Juries  in  the 
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indicted  for  doing  any  common  innocent 
act,  if  it  be  but  clothed,  and  disguised,  in 
the  indictment,  with  the  name  of  treason, 
or  some  other  high  crime,  and  proved  by 
witnesses,  to  have  been  done  by  him ;  the 
Jury,  though  satisfied  in  conscience,  that 
the  fact  is  not  any  such  offence  as  it  is 
called,  yet  because,  according  to  this  fond 
opinion,  they  have  no  power  to  judge  of 
law,  and  the  fact  charged  is  fully  proved, 
they  shall,  at  this  rate,  be  bound  to  find 
him  guilty  :  And  being  so  found,  the  judge 
may  pi-onounce  sei^tence  against  him,  for 
he  finds  him  a  convicted  traitor,  &c.  by 
his  peers.  And  thus,  as  a  certain  physi- 
cian boasted  that  he  had  killed  one  of  his 
patients  with  the  best  method  in  the  world  ; 
so  here  should  we  have  an  innocent  man 
hanged,  diawn,  and  quartered,  and  all  ac- 
cording to  law. 

Jurym.  God  forbid  that  any  such  thing 
should  be  practised  !  and  indeed  I  do  not 
very  fully  understand  you. 

Barr.  I  do  not  say  it  ever  liath  been,  and 
I  hope  it  never  "juill  be  practised  :  But  this 
I  will  say,  that  according  to  this  doctrine, 
it  may  be ;  and  consequently  Juries  may 


case  of  libels,  are  not  judges  of  the  law, 
as  well  as  fact,  necessarily  flows  the  fol- 
lowing absurdity;  viz.  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  Juries  to  declare  men  guilty^  or  not 
guilty,  in  whom  they  perceive  neither 
guilt,  or  innocence. Again  :  If,  be- 
cause a  circumstance  is  established  as  a 
fact,  it  is  to  be  reputed  as  a  crime,  every 
incident  which  happens,  is  a  crime.  Now, 
if  printing  and  publishing  only  be  crimi- 
nal, it  is  criminal  to  print  and  publish  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and  the  Bible. 
— It  is  hard  to  say,  on  what  pi  oles  this 
right  of  Juries  can  be  disputed.  ''If  Ju- 
rymen, because  not  bred  to  the  law,  are 
Supposed  incapable  of  knowing  what  is,  or 
what  is  not,  law;  it  follows  that  none  but 
lawyers  can  justly  be  punished  for  a 
breach  of  the  law  :  for  surely,  that  man  is 
rather  unfortunate,  than  faulty,  who  ig- 
norantly  transgresses  the  law.'* — Besides, 
if  it  is  wise  to  vest  the  determination  of 
law,  where  it  concerns  facts,  in  the  Jury 
when  any  civil  or  criminal  suit  is  in  ques- 
tion :  certainly  it  is  wise  to  entrust  the 
Jury  w^ith  the  same  power,  in  all  suits 
which  particularly  concern  the  state:  be- 
cause, in  such  suits,  the  determination  is 
always  of  more  consequence,  and  judges 
are  more  likely  to  be  under  an  influence, 
which  is  injurious  to  the  rights  of  the 
people. 


thereby  be  rendered,  rather  a  snare,  or 
engine  of  oppression,  than  any  advantage 
or  guardian  of  our  legal  liberties  against 
arbitrary  injustice;  and  made  mere  pro- 
perties to  do  the  drudgery,  and  bear  the 
blame  of  unreasonable  prosecutions.  And 
since  you  seem  so  dull  as  not  to  perceive 
it,  let  us  put  an  imaginary  case ;  not  in 
the  least  to  abet  any  irreverence  toward* 
his  Majesty,  but  only  to  explain  the  thing, 
and  shew  the  absurdness  of  this  opinion. 
Suppose  then  a  man  should  be  in- 
dicted, For  that  he  as  a  false  traitor,  not 
having  the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  &c. 
did,  traiterouslj'^,  presumptuously,  against 
his  allegiance,  and  with  an  intent  to  af- 
front his  Majesty^s  person,  and  govern- 
ment, pass  by  such,  or  such,  a  royal 
statue,  or  effigies,  with  his  hat  on  his  head, 
to  the  great  contempt  of  his  Majesty  and 
his  authority,  the  evil  example  of  others, 
against  the  peace,  and  his  Majesty's  crown 
and  dignity.  Bein-j  hereupon  arraigned, 
and  having  pleaded  not  guilty,  suppose 
that  sufficient  evidence  should  swear  the 
matter  of  the  fact  laid  in  the  indictment, 
viz.  That  he  did  pass  bj'  the  statue,  or  pic- 
ture, with  his  hat  on  ;  now  imagine  your- 
self one  of  the  Jury  that  were  sworn  to 
try  him  ;  what  would  you  do  in  the 
matter  ? 

Jurym.  Do  ?  why  I  should  be  satisfied 
in  my  conscience,  that  the  man  had  not, 
herein,  committed  any  crime,  and  so  I 
would  bring  him  in,  not  guilty. 

Barr.  You  speak  as  any  honest  man  v^'ould 
do  :  but  I  hope  you  have  not  forgot  the  point 
we  were  upon.  Suppose  therefore,  when 
you  thought  to  do  thus,  the  court,  or  any 
one  of  your  brethren,  should  take  you  up, 
and  tell  you,  that  it  was  out  of  your  power 
so  to  do  :  '  For  look  ye,  saith  he,  my  mas- 
'  ters  !  we  Jurymen  are  only  to  find  mat- 
'  ter  of  fact  ;  which  being  fully  proved, 
'  as  in  this  case  before  us  it  is,  we  must 
'  find  the  party  guilty.  Whether  the  thing 
'  be  treason,  or  not,  does  not  belong  to  u» 
'  to  enquire;  it  is  said  so  here,  you  see,  ia 
'  the  indictment;  and  let  the  court  look  to 
'  that,  they  know  best.  We  are  rot  judges 
'of  law.     Shall  we  meddle  vvith  niceties 

*  and  punctilios,  and  go  contrary  to  the 
'  directions  of  the  court  ?  So  perhaps  we 
'  shall  bring  ourselves  into  a-  Pramumre,  as 
'  they  say,  and  perhaps  never  be  suflcred 

*  to  be  Jurymen  again.  No,  no,  the  matter 

*  of  fact  you  see  is  proved,  and  that  is  our 
'  business;  we  must  go  accordiiig  to  our 
'  evidence,  we  cannot  do  less  :  tr>i!y  it  is 
'  something  hard,  and  I  pity  the  poor  man. 
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'  but  we  cannot  help  it/  &c.  After  these 
notable  documents,  what  would  you  do 
now? 

Jurym.  I  should  not  tell  what  to  say  to 
it;  for  1  have  heard  several  ancient  Jury- 
men speak  to  the  very  same  effect,'  and 
thought  they  talked  very  wisely. 

Burr.  Well  then,  would  you  consent  to 
bring  in  the  man  guilty  ? 

Jurj/m.  Truly  I  should  be  somewhat  un- 
williBg  to  do  it;  but  I  do  not  see  which 
way  it  can  be  avoided,  but  that  he  must 
be  found  guilty  of  the  fact. 

Barr.  God  keep  every  honest  body  from 
such  Jurymen  !  Have  you  no  more  re- 
gard to  your  Oath  ?  to  your  Conscience  : 
to  Justice  !  to  the  life  of  a  man  ? 

Jurpn.  Hold  !  hold  !  perhaps  we  would 
not  bring  him  in  guilty  generally,  but  only 
guilty  of  the  fact;  *  finding  no  more,  but, 
g.uilty  of  passing  by  the  statue  with  his 
hat  on. 

Barr.  This  but  poorly  mends  the  matter, 
and  signifies  little  or  nothing  :  for  such  a 
finding  hath  generally  been  refused  by 
the  court,  as  being  no  verdict;  though,  it 
is  said,  it  was  lately  allowed  somewhere  in 
a  case  that  required  favour.  But,  suppose 
it  were  accepted,  what  do  you  intend 
should  become  of  the  prisoner?  Must 
not  he  be  kept  in  prison  till  all  the  judges 
are  at  leisure,  and  willing,  to  meet,  and 
argue  the  business  ?  Ought  you  not,  and 
what  reason  can  you  give  why  you  should 
not,  absolutely  acquit,  and  discharge  him  ? 
NaJ^  I  do  aver,  you  are  bound,  by  your 
oaths,  to  do  it ;  by  sayinjj  with  your  mouths 
to  the  court  what  your  conscience  cannot 
but  dictate  to  yourselves,  '  not  guilty.'  For 
pray  consider,  are  you  not  sworn.  That 
you  will  well  and  truly  try,  and  true  de- 
liverance f  make  ?  There  is  none  of  this 
story,  of  matier  r-f  fact,  distinguished  from 
law,  in  your  o-.th;  but  you  are,  'well,' 
that  u,  fully,  and  '  truly,'  that  is,  imparti- 
ally, to  try  the  prisoner.  So  that  if  upon 
your  consciences,  and  the  best  of  your 
understanding,  by  what  is  proved  against 
him,  you  find  he  is  guilty  of  thatcrinie 
whe-rewith  b«  stands  charged,  that  is,  de- 
serving Death,  or  such  other  punishment 
aa  the  law  inflicts  upon  an  otYence  so  de- 

*  Is  not  this  exactly  similar  to  a  late 
verdict  /^iven  in  the  case  of  the  King 
against  Wood/all  ? 

t  Of  their  verdict,  this  is  meant. 


.-^The  Englishman's  Right.  [TOl 

nominated;  then  you  are  to  say,  he  is 
guilty.  (I'o  be  continued.) 

COBBETT'S         ^^ 
Parliamentary  History 

OF 

ENGLAND, 

From  the  Norman  Conquest  in  1066  to 
the  year  1803.  The  SEVENTH  Volume 
of  this  Work,  comprizing  the  Period  fronj 
the  Accession  of  GEO.  1.  17 14-,  to  the 
opening  of  the  Sixth  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  in  Oct.  1722, — is  now  ready  for 
delivery. 

ADVERTISEMENT 

TO  THIS  VOLUME. 
'  THE  present  Volume  embraces  the 
'  Ptiriod  from  the  Accession  of  King  George 
'  the  First,  in  the  month  of  August  1714, 
'  to  the  Meeting  of  the  Sixth  Parliament 
'  of  Great  Britain  (being  the  Second  of  the 

*  said  King's  Reign)  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
'  tober  17'22.  The  Materials  have  been 
<^  principally  collected  from  the  following 
'Works:  1.  The  Journals  of  the  House 
<  of  Lords :  2.  The  Journals  of  the  House 
'of  Commons:  3.  The  Political  State  of 
'Great  Britain,  by  Mr.  A.  Boyer ;  of 
'  which  Chandler's   History  and  Proceed- 

*  ings  of  the  House  of  Commons,  during 
'  this  period,  is  a  careless  Abridgment : 
'  4.  The  Histoj'ical  Register :  5.  Timber- 
'  land's  History  and  Proceedings  of  the 
'  House  of  Lords  :  6.  Tindal's  Cuntinua- 
'  tion  of  llapin's  History  of  England  :  and, 
'  7.  Mr.  Coxe's  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and 
'  Administration  of  Sir  Robert  "Waipole; 
'  together  with  the  valuable  original  Cor- 
«  respondence  and  authentic  Papers  con- 
'  tained  therein. 

*  The  whole  of  the  very  important  Pro- 
'  ceedings,  relating  to  the  fatal  South  Sea 
'  Project,  have  been  detailed  with  great 
'  accuracy :  and  it  is  confidently  pre- 
'  sunied,  that  the  Reader  will  find  in  the 
'  fallowing   pages,    the   fullest  and  most 

*  complete  History  of  that  disastrous 
'  Scheme,  from  the  first  Proposition  of  the 
'  South  Sea  Company  to  Parliament,  in 
'January  1720,  to  the  passing  of  the  Bill 
'  of  Pains  and  Penalties  against  the  Direc- 
'  tors  of  the  said  Company,  in  July  1721, 
'  that  has  hitherto  appeared. — February  I, 
Mbll.' 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Flogging   of    Soldiers. It  was,  I 

thought,  time  for  this  sad  subject  to  begin 
to  give  place  to  others,  €?pecial!y  as  it 
must  always  be,  in  itself,  so  painful  to  all 
concerned  in  the  discussion,  and  more 
particularly  to  those,  who  were  in  liopes 
that  somtthing  had  been  done  towards  the 
auainm  nt  of  their  great  object,  the  abo 
lition  of  the  punishment.  But,  it  seems, 
that  the  tools  of  corruption,  the  enemies 
of  reform  of  all  sorts  and  of  every  sort, 
are  resolved  to  keep  the  odious  topic  be- 
fore the  eyes  of  the  public  and  the  army  ; 
they  appear  resolved  to  have  the  last  word, 
to  ienve  nothing  undone  with  a  view  of 
making  the  public  believe,  that  all  those, 
who  wish  to  see  the  punishment  of  flogging 
our  soldiers  done  away,  are  something 
very  little  short  o(  traitors  to  their  country, 
and  ought,  at  least,  to  be  sent  to  expiate 
their  crime  at  Botany  Bcjr.— ^In  the 
Courier  news-paper  of  the  21st  instant, 
there  is  not  only  a  laboured  defence,  but 
a  highly-wrOMght  eulogiutn  on  flogging. 
One  would  think  that  the  writer  was  a 
Drum-Major,  and  was  afraid  of  losing  the 
fees,  which,  formerly  at  least,  were  paid 
by   the    flogged  party  for  the  use  of  the 

cat-o'-nine-tails. This    "  busy  slave" 

has  gone  further  than  any  other  of  those 
who  have,  in  any  manner,  assailed  the 
opponents  of  the  system  of  flogging ;  and, 
according  to  him,  the  measure  now  intro- 
duced, and  which  (it  is^  said)  has  a  ten- 
dency to  diminish  the  quantity  of  flogging, 
must  be  an  evil.  Really,  1  can  form  an 
idea  of  nothing  upon  earth  so  likely  to 
produce  mu  iny,  outrageous  mutiny,  in 
the  army,  as  tiie  cold-blooded  manner,  in 
%vhich  this  writer  iiperiks  about  flogging 
the  soldiers ;  the  placid  manner,  in  which 

he  insults  them. It  will  be  recollected, 

•that  this  venal  slave,  sometime  ago. 
plainly,  and  in  so  many  words,  declared, 
that  the  soldier  was  cut  oftTrom  civil  so- 
ciety ;  that  no  law  but  the  military  law 
applied  to  his  case  ;  that  he  was  "  out  of 
*'  t/ie  pale  of  the  constitution."  Not,  as  far 
as  hanging  goes,  at  any  rate  ;  for  the 
*f  busy  slave/*   if  he  reads  the  Mutiny 


Act,  will  find,  that,  for  all  capzia/ ofl'ences, 
soldiers  are  amenable  lo  thciaw  of  the 
land  ;  so  that,  in  this  respect,  they   have 

the   full  benefit   of  the  constitution.- 

But,  to  return  to  the  assertion,  that  the 
soldier  is  "  out  of  the  pule  of  the  cunstiln^ 
"  tion,"  it  is  curious  enough,  that  this  as/. 
sertion,  which  was  made  in  an  article, 
written  against  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Drakard,  should  have  heen,  apparently, 
attributed  to  Mr.  Drakard  himself;  and, 
it  is  still  more  curious,  that  this  same 
slave  of  corruption  should  now  renew  his 
assaults  upon  Drakard  by  imputing  to  hiqa. 
words  having  a  tendency  towards  a  mean- 
ing which  he  himself  had  plainly  ex- 
pressed as  his  own. This  corrupt  tool 

sets  out  by  observing,  that  his  article  was 
ready  some  time  ago,  but  that  he  reirp.ined 
from  publishing  it,  until  the  Trial  of  Mr. 
Drakard  was  over,  lest  he  should  subject 
himself  to  the  charge  of  a  design  to  pre- 
judice his  judges. But,  if  he  had  bequ 

actuated  by  any  motive  of  this  sort,  why 
did  he  publish  the/brwer  article  ?  And,  be- 
sides, though  the  trial  has  taken  place,  the 
sentence  has  not.  Now,  either  he  looks 
upon  his  article  as  likely  to  have  some 
weight,  or  he  does  not :  if  he  does  not, 
then  is  his  motive  of  forbearance  an  hy- 
pocritical pretence  ;  and,  if  he  does,  then 
is  he,  not  baser  than  he  was  before,  but 
certainly  one  of  the  basest  of  all  mankind  ; 
for,  his  endeavour  now  is  to  make  ti^a 
public  believe,  that  Mr.  Deakai::)  may 
think  himself  well  off' if  he  be  not  sent  tp 
Botany  Bay,  and,  indeed,  he  plainly  says, 
that  that  is  the  manner  in  whicli  he  ought 

to    be    punished. The    w:v;ich     well 

knows  what  odium  this  must  expose  him 
to  araonsfst  all  the  good  part  of  the  public  ; 
but,  he  also  knows,  that  this  is  the  wsy, 
and  ti^e  only  way,  of  recommending  him- 
self to  another  part  of  the  community,  froui 
whom,  no  doubt,  he  looks  for  full  com- 
pensation, in  the  only  way  that  he  vain*?, 

for  his  turpitude. This  writei-  endegi- 

vours  to  answer,  or  rather  to  cavil  duwjp, 
some  of  the  arguments  that  were  urged  jn 
defence  of  the  prosecuted  publication  as 
it  stood  in  the  Examiner.  He  denies  that 
there  was   any    similarity   between  '' 


•% vSfe-  .; i.>i^3,, '^-_Sr^-i^tS3^'^ 
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publications  of  Sir  Robert  Wjlson  and 
Sir  John  Stuart  and  that  of  Mr.  Dra- 
KAP.D  ;  for,  says  he,  they  did  not  dimpprcve 
qf  flogging,  but  merely  of  the  indincreet 
»«flu?kT  of  flogging.  I  never  read  either  of 
their  pamphlets  ;  but,  if  they  did  not  dis- 
approve of  flogging;  if  they  did  not  think 
flogging  a  bad  tiling,  all  that  I  can  say 
of  the  matter  is  that  they  have  been  vtis- 
represented,  and  that  the  real  truth  should  be 
known.  But,  this  has  nothing  at  all  to  do 
with  the  argument,  which  was  that  Mr. 
Drakard  had  as  good  aright  to  express  his 
disapprobation  of  flogging  the  soldiers  as 
these  two  officers  had,  and  as  much  a 
better  right  as  he  manifestedly  possessed 
literary  talents  superior  to  those  of  both 
put  together. This  pander  of  corrup- 
tion finds  himself  puzzled  with  what  has 
been  said  of  late  about  the  Li^r/j/  of  the 
Press,  and  wishes  to  make  it  out  that  there 
may  still  be  a  yast  deal  of  this  precious 
liberty,  though  g,  man  may  not  make  a 
publication  like  that  of  Mr.  Drakard  : 
and,  this  is  what  he   says  upon  the  sul> 

ject. "  Does   the  article  in  the   News- 

"  papers  make  any  distinction  ?  Doe.s  it  ad- 
"  mit  of  the  practice  of  flagging  under  any 
**  circuntitances  ?  Does  it  not  condemn  stick 
"  a  mode  of  punishment  totally,  without  con- 
"  dition  or  reservntlon  ?  But  this  is  no  of- 
"  fence  !  Certainly  not.  The  oflence 
"  consists  in  the  manner  qf  carrying  en  th^ 
"  discussion,  not  in  the  suhjectoi  discussion. 
"  There  is  no  subject,  to  disctiss  which  ia 
"  an  offence,  especially  if  discussed  in 
"  the  abstract,  as  the  practice  of  flogging 
'*'  might  be.  "  But,"  cry  out  some  of  our 
•*  opponents,  call  you  this  Hbet'ty  f  Is  this 
**  the  liberty  of  the  press  ?  You  would  grant 
"  us  the  privilege  of  discussing  any  subject, 
"  but  you  would  punish  us  for  freedom  of 
♦'  language  in  discussing  it !  MOST  UN- 
"  DOUBTEDLY ;  we  answer.  Lmguage 
"  must  be  limited  though  svhjects  are  not. 
"  The  conduct  of  a  judge  may  be  discussed: 
"  but  does  it  follow  that  he  may  be  called 
"  a  Corrupt  villain,  or  a  cruel  tyrant,  per- 
'  *'  verting  the  latvs  to  oppress  the  peoj)le  ?  Par- 
'"liamentary  Reform  may  be  discussed; 
**  but  does  it  follow  that  parliament  may 
*'  be  charged  with  every  cr/Vw,  and  branded 
"  as  infamotis  f  A  man  may  publish  a 
*'  book  preferring  a  Republic  to  a  Mo- 
"  narchy  ;  but  is  he  therefore  to  be  en- 
"  titled  to  stigmatize  the  English  Monarchy 
"  as  cruel,  base,  and  detestable  ?"••<  -So, 
30  !  Here  we  have  it !  This  is  the  whole 
of  the  old  cant  condensed  into  a  small 
Qompass.      We  may  ditcuss  any  thing, 


according  to  this,  corrupt  tool ;  but  if  we 
spesikfreeli/  (tvhether  truly  w  not),  woe  be 
unto  us,  for  he  plainly  tells  u»,  we  ought 
to  be  punished.  We  may  riistais  as  long 
as  we  please ;  but  we  must  take  care  of  our 
language.  We  are  quite/rfc  to  discuss,  bat 
if  we  are  free  in  our  language  we  are  to  be 

punished. He  tells  us,  that  the  conduct 

of  a  judge  may  be  discussed,  but  that  it  does 
not  follow  that  he  may  be  called  a  corrupt 
villain,  a  cruel  tyrant,  perverting  the  laws  to 
oppress  tlie  people.  But,  suppose  the  said 
Judge  TO  BE  a  corrupt  villain,  a  cruel 
tyrant,  perverting  the  laws  to  oppress  the  peo- 
ple. Answer  me,  tool;  suppose  the  said 
Judge  to  be  all  this,  must  we  not  say  so  ? 
Must  we  not  call  him  acorrupt  villain  and 
the  rest  of  it?  If  we  must  not,  what, 
you  "  meddling  slave,"  do  you  mean  by 
discussion  ?  What  do  j'ou  mean  by  our 
being  free  to  discuss  ?  And,  again,  as  to 
Parliamentary  Reform,  what  freedom  can 
there  be  in  discussing  it,  unless  we  are  at 
liberty  to  state  the  reasons  for  such  reform, 
and  to  describe  truly  and  fully  the  afit 
of  which  we  complain  ?  It  does  not 
follow  that  Parliament  may  be  charged 
with  every  crime.  Oh,  no  I  Only  with 
such  as  can  be  prised.  No  man,  no  re- 
former asks  for  more.  No  reformer 
wishes  to  have  liberty  to-  tell  lies  of  the 
Pai  liamenc.  No  on€  of  us  wishes  to  say 
any  thing  of  it  but  what  he  can  prove  to 
he  true;  and,  if  he  cannot  do  this,  how  i» 
he  to  di8c?fss  the  que&tion  oi  reform  ?  H'OW 
atu  I  to  ask  any  man  to  reform  his  life 
unless  I  first  point  out  to  him  his  vicesi,? 
We  are,  it  seems,  quite  free ;  free  as  aiir 
to  discuss  the  question  of  Parliameatary 
Reform,  but  we  must  not  for  our  lives, 
point  out  that  which  renders  such  reform  ne- 
cessary. It  is,  however,  curious  enougli, 
that  this  siiajt  veaal  tnan,  in  another  p»Tt 
of  his  article,  savs,  that  "  MANY  MEM- 
"BERS  OF  PARLIAMENT  BRIBE 
*'  VOTER!<.  wlio  would  themselves  PE- 
"RISH  rather  th,in  BE  BRIBED  TO 
"  VOTE.  The  abstract  guilt  in  cither 
"  case  is  equally  great,  but  in  ihc^r-ecase, 
"the  J.XILNT  OF  TliE  PRACTICE 
"  lias  w  iped  away  ALL  DISGRACE  from 
"  it,  while,  in  the  other,  the  RARITY  of 
"the     practice    has    rendered     it   iN- 

*;  FAfilOUS." This  slave  takes  lib«r- 

ties,which  I  shall  not  take,  and,  therefore,  I 
shall  say  nothing  as  to  the  truth  or  falshood 
of  his  primary  position,  namely,  that 
many  members  qf  Parliament  bribe  voters, 
but  shall  argue  the  matter  bypothetically ; 
and,  I  have  tto  scruple  to  fsay,  that,  if  the 
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primary  position  b6  true,  all  the  subr?e- 
qiient  ones  are  false.  The  man  who 
gives  a  biSbe,  will  never  refuse  to  take 
one ;  and  wiioeTer  purchases  a  seat  by 
such  means  is  disappointed  if  he  can- 
not sell  it  to  a  profit.  Indeed,  it  is 
absurd  to  suppose  the  contrary ;  it  is 
to  set  one's  face  against  all  the  known 
maxims  as  to  the  motives  and  conduct  of 
men  ;  and,  if  there  be  any  miscreants  base 
enough  to  give  bribes,  reason  says,  that,  in 
one  sliape  or  another,  they  mean  to  get 
the  amount  back  aojain  with  interest. 
Having  been  so  lost  to  all  sense  of  honour 
as  to  tender  and  to  give  bribes,  where  are 
you  to  look  for  that  which  is  likely  to  re- 
strain them  from  taking  bribes  in  repay- 
ment ;  and,  as  to  whether  they  take  the 
bribes  in  money  or  irl  money stoorth,  where 
is  the  difference,  either  in  a  moral  or  a 
political  sense  ?  What  is  the  difference, 
whether  the  briber  be  bribed  with  a  purse 
of  guineas  (or  a  handful  of  paper  money, 
rather),  or  with  a  place  or  a  pension  or  a 
contract  for  either  himself  or  some  rela- 
tion or  dependent  ?  The  hypocrites,  who 
cunningly  think  "  to  cheat  the  devil," 
may  persuade  themselves  that  there  is  a 
difltfrence  ;  but,  in  the  mind  of  any  yxst 

man,    there   can    be   none. But,   this 

venal  mon  says,  that  the  exlent  of  the  prac- 
tice of  bribery  by  members  of  parlidmeni  has 
wiped  away  all  disgrace  from  it.  Indeed  I. 
And  yet,  oh,  base  slave  !  you  rsproacli 
the  Parliamentary  Reformers  with  being 
actuated  by  xvicked  motives!  You  treat  as 
seditious  incendiaries  all  those  who  wish 
to  put  an  end  to  the  possibility  of  a  prac- 
tice like  this !  Here  you  hold  up  the 
whole  mass  of  the  electors  as  corrupt ; 
here  you  hold  up  the  source  of  the  pre- 
sent representation  as  being  the  most  foul 
and  filthy  and  abominable ;  and  yet,  you 
have  the  audacity  to  accuse  of  treasonabh 
views,  tljose  who  wish  to  reform  it !  The 
Parliament,  you  tell  us,  in  one  place,  is 
not  to  be  branded  as  infamous;  and,  in 
two  columns  farther  on,  you  tell  us,  that 
many  members  of  this  parliament  enter  the 
House  by  the  means  of  bribery,  that  ir,  to 
say,  by  means,  which  are  not  only  morally 
infamous,  but  which  are  regarded  and, 
now  and  then,  punished  as  infamous,  by 
the  law, .  and  to  prevent  which  infamous 
practices.  Act  upon  Act  has  been  passed 
by,  and  are  now  in  force  under  the  autho- 
rity of,  that  same  parliament ! And, 

after  having  told  us,  that  many  members 
of  the  House  are  guilty  of  this  infamoui 
carime*  do  yoa  expect  that  even  any  of 


your  readers  are  beasts  enough  to  believe 
that  the  same  members  would  rather 
"  perish  tharj  be  bribtd  ?"  You  certainly 
mean,  rattier  perish  than  not  get  a  bribe. 
Rarity!  And,  do  yon  expect  that  any 
one,  who  believes  what  you  say  about 
their  giving  bribes^  will  believe  that  it  is 
rare  for  them  to  take  bribes  ?  You  hardly 
cad;  but,  your  desire  to  show  yourself 
decided,  zealous,  abandoned  to  all  sorts  of 
abose  and  corruption  induced  you  to  intro- 
duce the  topic  and  to  give  your  encou- 
ragers  a  specimen  of  the  lengths  you  were 

prepared    to    go.  • Leaving    you    and 

them  to  enjoy  ihe  benefit  of  this  episode, 
let  me  return  to  the  subject  of  free  discus- 
sion.  We  may,  it  seems,  discuss  even  the 
subject  of  government,  and  may  write  a 
book  preferring  a  Republic  to  a  Monarchy  ; 
but  we  are  not  "  entitled  to  stigmatize  the 
English  Monarchy  as  crud,  base,  and  detest- 
able." We  may  discuss  the  subject,  but 
not  say  what  we  please  upon  it !  We  may 
execrate  any  other  monarchjf ;  we  are  quite 
free  to  do  that  ?  Oh,  no  !  We  must  take 
care  what  we  say  of  the  Portttguese  Mo- 
narchy or  the  Sicilian  Monarchy  or  the 
Spanish  Monarchy,  for  a  remark  upon  the 
second  of  which  a  proprietor  of  a  daily 
nevvs-paper  was  lately  threatened  with,  if 
not  actually  under,  a  criminal  prosecution. 
—- — In  short,  this  is  the  result :  we  may 
discu.9s  whatever  subject  we  please ;  avq 
flare  quite  free  to  discuss  any  subject ;  but, 
vvK  have  ?io  freedom  to  say  any  thing  that 
displeases  any  man  in  poiver.  That  is  it. 
The  whole  doctrine  lies  in  a  nut  shell. 
Provide  we  u:rite  nothing  to  displease  any 
body  that  has  power  to  prosecute  us,  we  may 
write  on  as  long  as  we  live,  without  the 
smallest  risk  of  losing  either  our  property 

.or   our   liberty. •  "  Busy   slave,"    we 

thank  you  for  this  learned  exposition  of 
the  law  of  libel.  We  now  know  the  length. 
of  the  tether  you  have  given  us.  We  may 
discuss  the  conduct  of  a  "  corrupt  villain'* 
of  a  judge  (if  such  an  one  should  ever  be 
found) ;  the  conduct  of  a  corrupt  villain, 
a  cruel  tyrant,  a  base  perverter  of  the  law, 
we  m^y  freely  discuss;  but  if  we  call  him, 
either  by  words  or  innuendo,  a  corrupt  vil- 
lain, a  crael  tyrant,  a  base  perverter  of  the 
law,  we  must  beware  of  our  property,  li- 
berty, and  eventually  our  lives. Thank 

you,  "  busy  slave  ;"  your  illustration  is  the 
most  happy  that  could  have  been  dis- 
covered ;  and,  thus  placed  in  its  proper 
light,  it  cannot  fail  to  do  a  great  deal  of 
good.  Never  was  there  any  thing  more  to 
the  point.  We  may  discuss  the  subject  of 
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IfeggmgJ  fi'Cily  discuss  it;  but,  if  we  say 
ISfiy  thing  about  it  calculated  to  produce 
Vn  impression  likely  lo  lead   to  an  aboli- 

"tion  of  it,  we  incur  all  the  pains  and  pe- 
'ijaiti«3  of  libel.  In  short,  we  are  quite 
free  to  diicuss,  so  long  as  we  say  nothing 
tbdispleasie  any  man  who  has  the  power 
to  pros<'cute  us.  This  is  tlie  sum  total  of 
your  doctrine  of  the  law  of  libel. — —But, 
»his  is  only  in  common  cases.  We  are  al- 
lowed ihi.^  large  portion  of  liberty  only  in 
eiril  matters  ;  ibr,  as  to  viilitary  matters,  it 
appears  that  this  "  busy  slave"  would  not 
allow  us  even  to  open  our  lips,  or  mark  a 
single  word  upon  paper,  good,  bad,  or  in- 

difterent,- "  Such     a   subject    (that  of 

*'jiogging  of  soldiers)    is,"    saj^-s   he    "  a 

^■^<  DJtLICATE,   a   dangerous  one    at    all 

•H'  times,  in  a  Newspaper,  and  should  be 
^'  discussed  with  great  caution.  It  should, 
"  indeed,  be  left  wholly  to  niilitary  men  in 
•'  EMPLOYMENT,  whose  proper  pro- 
•*  vince  it  is,  and  to  Parliamtnt.  Taken 
^*  up  by  such  parties,  a  due  caution  will 
"  be  observed,  and  soldiers  will  feel  rc- 
"  spect,  nay,  gratitude,  on  finding  their 
"governors  their  proper  protectors,  anxi- 
''  ous  to  secure  them  the  kindest  treat- 
*'  ment  consistent  with  discipline.  But  if 
**  tveeklr/  Newspapers,  instituted  and  written, 
"  to  flatter  and  corrupt  the  lower  ranks, 
"  to  spread  discontent  and  feed  sedition, 
*'  every  Sunday  among  the  labouring 
«'  classes,  to  the  exclusion  of  RELIGIOUS 
*'  duties;  if  such  publications  take  up  the 
"  subject,  and  treat  it  in  the  manner  de- 
"  scribed,  soldiers  will  feel  very  different 
"  sentiments.  They  will  easih/  be  persuaded 
"  their  officers  betray  and  oppress,  and  that 
"  Government  neglects  them ;  they  will 
**  look  up  to  the  alehouse  democrats   as 

,  *'  the  expounders  of  their  duties,  the 
"  champions  of  their  rights  ;  and  thus 
■  *•  they  will  be  prepared  for  revolt.  The 
"privilege  of  discussion  in  a  free  state,  does 
"  not  necessarily  include  an  unlimited 
"  right  in  CIVIL  citizens  to  animadvert 
"  on  the  relations  between  soldier  and  qfficer; 
"  or  if  such  a  right  be  assumed,  it  should 
"  be  touched  with  the  delicacy  shewn  to  a 
"  thing  which  does  not  properly  belong  tons." 

Why  this  everlasting  use  of  the  words 

delicate  and  delicctcy,  as  applied  lo  the  sub- 
ject of  flogging  of  soldiers  }  How  is  one 
to  speak  upon  such  a  matter  with  delicacy  .? 
Oh  I  you  are  very  delicate  upon  this 
point ;  by  tvhy  are  you  so  ?     The  reader 

will    answer  the   question. It  is,  you 

see,  reader,  not  to  be  touched  upon  in  the 
J|cr/spapcr?;  at  a!!,  and  particularly  in  the 


tieekty  news-papers  ;  ancl,l  rfeally  wonder 
that  the  slave  had  not  proposed  to  punish 
us  for  the  use  of  the  word  FLOG,  or  any 
of  its  derivatives,  and  to  make  it  criminal 
in  us  to  write  Siboiil  flogging  even  dogs  or 
horses  or  mules  or  assej.  To  nse  the 
word  ^flog  at  all  seems  to  be  so  oflensive  to 
this  venal  man,  that  we  must  expect  soon 
to  hear  him  propoae  that  we  shall  be  punish- 
ed lor  printing  it  in  zuy  shape  or  for  any 
purpose  whatsoever,  lest  it  should  offend 
delicate  ears. — ■ — But  our  jncmbers  of  J/urlia- 
ment  (jitany  of  whom  he  accuses  of  gettirig 
their  seats  by  bribery)  may,  it  seems, 
touch  upon  the  matter,  because,  by  such 
parties,  it  will  be  handled  with  due  deli- 
cwry  and  caution ;  and  lie  allows,  too,  that  it 
may  be  touched  upon  by  military  men  in 
£77>ployment.  Not  any  military  man,  who 
happens  not  to  be  employed,  and,  of 
course,  Mr.  Wardle,  though  a  military 
man,  must  not  touch  the  matter  except  in 
the  Honourable  House.  At  any  rate,  the 
press  is  not  to  meddle  with  it  j  and  thus, 
according  to  this  backed-on  slave,  the  half 
million  of  our  countrymen,  who  are  c6,n- 
slantly  or  occasionally  in  arms  for  th« 
defence  of  their  country,  are  not  drily 
"  ou^  of  the  pate  of  the  constitution,"  but  also 
out  of  the  pale  of  the  press,  which  must  take 
no  more  account  of  them  than  if  they 
were  so  many  stocks  or  stones.  Not  only 
are  all  the  principles  of  the  laus  to  be 
dead  as  towards  this  half  million  of  our 
countrymen;  but  they  are  to  be  cut  off 
from  all  notice  on  the  part  of  the  press, 
which,  in  one  way  or  another,  takes 
notice  of  every  other  creature.  This 
Tenal  man  will  allow  us  to  write  about 
sheep  and  pigs,  and  he  has  himself  fre- 
quently urged  their  claims  on  the  humanity 
of  the  legi.slature.  Nay,  I  have  seen  him 
hold  up  to  abhorrence  (and  very  justly)  a 
hard  hearted  ruffian,  who  had  been  seen 
flogging  a  poor  horse  'till  the  animal  drop- 
ped ;  but,  he  will  not  allow,  that  the 
public  prints  shall  meddle  at  all  with  the 
treatment  of  the  half-million  of  our  coun- 
trymen who  are  subject  to  military  law  ; 
and  he  tells  us,  that  theprivilege  of  discus- 
sion in  a  free  state  does  not  include  the 
right  in  CIVIL  citizens  (meaning  people 
out  of  the  army)  to  animadvert  on  Me  refe- 
tions  between  soldier  and  officer;  and,  he 
adds,  that  it  is  a  thing  which  does  notpro- 

perly  belong  to  us  ! And,  this  is  said  in 

England,  observe  !  The  slave  would  not 
say  it  neither  if  he  did  not  expect,  and, 
indeed,  knew,  that  it  would,  by  Am  readers, 
be  received  with  approbation.    What  a 
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pass,  then,  must  he  think  things  are 
coming  t6  !  What  views  he  must  have  of 
tlie  state  of  the  nation's  feelings  and  af- 
fairs! This  article  speaks  a  great  deal 
more  than  nieefs  the  ear.-  -The  ciVz'/ ci- 
tizens of  A  free  stale  must  not  meddle  with 
-the  relations  between  soldier  and  officer  ! 
.  '/rhis  is  cutting  the  soldier  oft"  from  civil 
society  with  a  vengeance.  This  is  the 
true  way.     It  is  making  short  work  of  it. 

And  yet,  it  must  cut  this  man   and 

his  like  to  the  very  soul  to  be  compelled 
.,to  make  these  avowals.  They  would  fain 
^^tiot  do  it.  They  would  fain  see  the  press 
J^muzzled,  completely  muzzled,  and  keep 
talking  to  us  about  its  liberty  all  the  while. 
That  is  what  suits  them  best.  That  is  their 
favorite.  It  is  what  they  have  long  and 
'^  long  been  at.  So  that  it  is  beyond  mea- 
sure grievous  to  them  to  be  obliged  to 
throw  off  the  mask,  and  to  let  their  ty- 
rannical principles  stare  us  fully  in  the 
'  face.  This  they  have  been  driven  to  by 
the  recent  discussions  upon  the  subject  of 
flogging  and  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Press,  in 
which  discussions  they  have  failed  in  all 
their  attempts  to  make  the  existence  of  the 
latter  reconcileable  with  adenial  of  the  right 
to  state  freely  and  fully  and  in  as  strong 
language  as  we  please,  or  are  able,  our  dis- 
approbation of  that  mode  of  punishment. 
This  effort  of  the  Couuier  is,  however, 
the  last,  and  a  desperate  one  it  is.  It  was 
so  very  stupid,  that  I  was  inclined  to  let 
it  pass,  especially,  as  1  was  called  from  it 
by  so  many  inviting  topics ;  but,  I 
could  not  find  in  my  heart  to  leave  such  a 
mass  of  tyrannical  principles  without 
holding  them  up  to  the  abhorrence  of  my 
readers  ;    and,   having   begun  upon   it,  1 

will  go  on  to  the  end. Mr.  Brougham 

(as  I  had  done  before)  treated  with  ridi- 
cule the  idea  of  any  man  being  likely 
to  succeed  in  persuading  the  soldiers 
to  dislike  flogging.— —Hear  the  an- 
swer,  which     the     venal    man    gives    to 

this. "But  it  is  affirmed    there   can 

^*'^be    no  danger    in    these   inflammatory 

'"*'  libels.     "  Men  are  so  punished  or  they 

•'  "  are  not,"  it  is  said.     "  If  they  are  not 

"  "  so  punished,  where  is  the  danger  }  and 

"  "  irthey  are,  how  can  it  be  dangerous 

"  "to  tell  them  of  it,  since  the  fact  is  daily 

J, .,"  "  before  their  eyes.     They  are  informed 

'rti  «  of  nothing  new  to  inflame  them."     By 

.  ;  *'  such  miserable  sophistry  is  this  atrocious 

"  libel  defended;  and  by  one  of  the  most 

"  renowned  champions  of  the  gang  too. 

«'  Our  first  parents  were  found  in  content 

"  by  the  Devil,  but  he  opened  their  eyes 


"  to  their  grievances  !  No  men  know  the 
"  necessity  offlogginn  more  than  the  soldiers 
"  themselves,  or  APPROVE  of  it  mpre  when 
"tuise/y  resorted  to,  and  wodcrcre^e.xereis* 
"  ed.  But  it  evidently  is  eafty  to  persuade 
"men  of  their  education  and  habits  that  they 
••  are  cruelly  treated,  though  they  knew  it 

"  not  till  they  were  told  so." Now,  reader, 

is  not  this  considering  the  soldier  iu  the 
light  of  a  mere  beast  ?  Is  not  this  a  most 
galling  insult  ?  Is  it  not  a  most  cutting 
stroke  ai  half  a  million  of  our  countrymen, 
to  represent  them  as  such  stupid  beasts  as 
to  be  easily  persuaded  that  they  do  feel 
that  which  they  do  not  feel  ?  Men  oi  their 
education  and  habits  I  Why,,  they  are  half  a 
million  in  number  ;  they  are  a  considerable 
part  of  the  male  population  of  the  country  ; 
they  area  14th  part  or  there  abouts  of  all  the 
males  in  the  kingdom  ;  they  are,  perhaps, 
a  full  fourth  part  of  all  the  able-bodied 
men  in  the  kingdom  ;  and,  all  these,  our 
own  countrymen,  too,  are  represented  as 
being  such  senseless,  such  stupid,  such 
brutal  animals,  as  not  to  be  able  to  discern 
the  truth  or  falsehood  of  what  is  said  to 
them  about  what  they  themselves  expe- 
rience !  Never  was  any  set  of  human 
creatures  so  shamefully  insulted. Be- 
sides, if  they  are  such  beasts,  if  their  edu- 
cation and  habits  are  so  degraded,  is  it 
likely  that  they  will  READ  ;  and,  if  they 
read  not,  how  are  they  to  be  aftected  by 
our  publications  ?— — But,  the  venal  man 
tells  us,  that  the  soldiers  themselves  know 
"  the  necessity  of  flogging,  and  approve  of  it." 
Well,  then,  what  danger  can  there  be  in 
writing  about  it  ?  How  is  it  possible  to  ex- 
cite mutiny  amongst  such  men  by  writing 
against  flogging  }  What  a  heap  of  incon- 
sistencies and  contradictions  are  here  ! 
What  indubitable  proof  of  a  rotten  cause ! 
Verily,  you  had  done  well,  if  you  had  left 
the  matter  as  it  was,  and  not  made  this  last 
desperate  attempt  to  retrieve  your  defeat. 
The  Courier  says,  but  produces  no  proof, 
that  the  flogging  in  our  army  is  very  rare; 
that  it  is  a  punishment  very  «c/do;?i  inflicted; 
and  that  it  is,  on  that  account,  held  to  be 
very  disgraceful.  But  we  must  take  the 
whole  passage,  for  it  is  curious  in  the  ex- 
treme.  ••  The  French  mode  of  punish- 

"  ment  is  preferred  and  recommended. 
"  An  attempt  to  mt reduce  it  into  the  Eng- 
"■  lish  army  couid  only  be  made  by  igno- 
"  ranee  or  malignity.  The  characters  and 
"  tempers  of  the  two  nations  are  quite  dif- 
"  ferent.  If  two  coblers  quarrel  iu  France 
"  they  go  out  with  pistols  or  swords  and 
"  fight  a  duel.    Englishmen  are  not  so 
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''sanguinary  and  siriful.  They  have  a 
"greater  love  c)/'/?/t/ a  greater  veneration 
"  for  that  first  and  greatest  of  God's  bless- 
*'  ings,  the  consequence  of  a  better  education. 
**  Are  we  to  believe  that  Engiishmen  are 
"  less  shocked  by  lacerated  backs,  scream- 
*'  ings,  blood-oozings,  Sec.  th.m  French- 
*'  men  ?  Are  British  Officers,  are  En^ish 
"  Gentlemen  such  monsters  as  to  de.light 
"  in  such  exhibitions  ?  Are  not,  on  the 
"  contrary,  huriianity  and  generous  feeling 
•'  their  characteristics  ?  Our  habits  of  so- 
**  ciety,  refined  nmnntrs,  and  general  reading, 
**  have  softened  our  hearts,  have  made  us,  if 
"  not  so  chivalrous,  vet  ce>tainly  a  7nore 
"  humane  people  h m  our  ancestors  ;  and 
*'  are  we  to  be  told  t'lat  military  punish - 
"  raent  is  not  to  be  encrus'ed  to  the  most 
"  generous  and  noble  part  of  such  a  people  ? 
"  Punishments  in  our  army  arcnot  j:mv  half 
"  so  frequent  or  severe  as  they  were  former- 

"  ly." This  last  assertion  is  afterwards 

repeated  Severn  1  times;  and,  in  one  place 
the  venal  man  says,  that  the  assertions  of 
the  heazn/  dis'^race  of  flogging  prove  the  rffi- 

cacij  and   rarity  of  the    punishment. 

There  might  have  been  betttr  proof  of  the 
rarity;  for,  Sir  FaANCis  Blrdeit  moved, 
some  I'me  ago  (and  this  man  allows  mem- 
bers of  parli?i»;rnt  to  open  their  lips  upon 
the  delicate  subject)  for  au  account  of  allj 
the  floggings  it)  a  given  time,  inflicted^  in 
the  se;  eral  regiments;  which  motion  was 
negatived,  and  for  which  motion  this  very 
man  a»>used  him,  ynd  averred  that  it  couTd 
have  ariien  only  from  some  tnischievous  de- 
sign. Now,  why  so }  If  the  flogginqs 
were  rare  ;  u  they  were  seldom  inflicted  ; 
if  they  were  inflicted  only  in  a  wise  and 
moderate  way  as  this  man  asserts  tliey  are; 
if  the  soldiers  do  know  the  necessity  of 
them;  if  they  do  aj)prove  of  them,  as  he 
says  tliey  do;  if  all  this  was  so,  and  is  so, 
why  not  produfe  the  return  moved  for, 
which  would,  nave,  at  once,  silenced  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  and  would  have  done  a 
great  deal  of  good  instead  of  >?usci!!ef? 
Why  not  produce  it  ?  Oc,  at  any  rale,  u'ith 
tvhat  face  can  such  a  man  accuse  Sir  Fran- 
cis of  dLniiix/iicfouf  desig7i  in  moving  for  it? 

In  ilie  passage  just  riitd  wc  aie  told 

of  our  better  education  than  that  of  the 
French,  of  our  refined  manners ;  and  of  our 
general  reading.  Indeed  !  Why,  it  was  but 
now  that  you  told  us,  that  the  mtn  in  our 
armjr  were  of  such  an  education  aiid  such 
habits  as  to  be  er'.si'y  made  to  betreVe  that 
they  were  ill-treated  when,  alf  the  while, 
they  were  well-treated.     You,  but  now. 


represented  half  &  tnilHon,  a  fourth  part 
of  the  able-bodied  riien  of  the  kingdom  as 
being  such  brutes  as  to  be  unable  to  dis- 
cern trutli  from  falshood  even  as  to  the 
things  daily  under  their  eyes.  It  is  said 
of  some  of  the  savages  of  Africa,  that  when 
they  receive  a  cut  with  a  knife,  they  do 
not  know  how  to  trace  the  effect  to  the 
cause  any  more  than  a  cow  or  a  horse 
does;  and  this  is  about  the  level  upon 
which  you,  but  just  new,  placed  one  fourth 
part  of  the  able  bodied  men  of  this  natioa 
of  "  refined  manners,  2(nd  general  reading." 
How  do  you  reconcile  this }  Eat,  your 
whole  article ;  the  whole  of  this  your 
eulogium,  on  the  flogging  of  soldiers,  is  a 
mass  of  inconsistencies  and  contradictions. 
——There  is  one  more  passage  to  notice, 
and  it  connects  itself  with  what  was,  by 
the  same  writer,  said,  the  other  day,  kbout 
the  meeting  at  Westminster^- — He  says, 
that  Sir  Francis  Bukdett  has,  "in  his 
"  bombast ical  speeches  called  our  army  a 
"flogged  army,  and  the  Etiglish  nation  a 
" flogp^ed  nation."  In  his  comments  upot» 
the  Westminster  Meeting  he  says;  "Sir 
"  Francis  Burdett  made  a  short  speech,  in 
"  which  he  parficalarly  alluded  to  th« 
"  practice  of  flogging.  It  was  now,  he 
"  fcaid,  sanctioned  by  Act  of  Parliament: 
''just  as  it  always  hai  been,  witTi  thtf  dif- 
"  ference,  recently  made,  \vhich  SirFran- 
'' CIS  no  doubt  forgot,  that  that  punish- 
"  ment  may  be  comnrnted for  imprisonment. 
"^  ^'  The  whole  of  the  people  of  this  couH- 
"  "  try  weie  lirible,"  he  added,  "  <o  be 
"  "  taken  orftogt;ed,"  an  old  expression  of 
"  his,  *'  a  flogged  nation."  Because,  a  sol- 
"  diiT,  if  he  dcacrts  his  colours,  or  dis- 
"  nbf  ys  his  officer,  violating  the  first  prin- 
"  ciple  and  duty  of  a  soldier,  may  he  flogged, 
"  the  whole  nation  is  "  a  flogged  nation'* 
"  forsooth.  As  well  niight  he  Siiy,  be- 
"  cause  some  men,  who  commit  murder, 
"  felony,  or  forgery,  are  hanged,  we  are  a 

"  hu-rh^ed  nation.'' -This  was  said'  by  this 

very  idiintical  tool  of  corruptfbri,  upon 
the  occasion  when  the  expression  was 
first  made  use  of  by  Sir  Francis,  namely 
during  the  discussions  upon  the  Local 
Militia  Law,  of  which,  he"  It  obsei'ved, 
LORD   CASTLEIiEAGH    was    the    in- 

veil  lor. The  best  answer  to  this  man  are 

the  very  words  of  Sir  Francis  BunbEtx. 
He  said,  that  "  in  the  then  circum- 
"  stances  of  Europe,  this  country  could 
"  not  rest  in  safety  on  any  thin^  but  an 
"armed  population.  The  British  nation 
"  should  bem  a  state  to  feet  no  alarqa. 
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"  even  though  it  had  not  a  ship  on  the 
"sea.  He  was  not  dissatisfied,  liiat  the 
"  people  should  be  made  an  aimed  peo- 
"  pie.  He  would  not,  however,  give  up 
"  the  people  to  be  Jloggcd-  He  W()uld  not 
"  allow  Britain  to  be  a  ^jlogqed  nation. 
'*  When  men  voluntarily  sold  themselves 
"  into  that  situation  it  was  a  sufficient 
"  shame  to  the  country  that  permitted 
"  such  an  abuse  ;  but  he  would  not  allow 
*'  the  people  to  be  brought  into  that  situa- 
"  tion  by  compulsory  enactment.  He 
"  was  aware  that  the  constitution  of 
"  the  country  placed  every  man  at  the 
"  disposal  of  the  King  for  resistance  of  tlje 
"  enemy  in  case  of  invasion.  He  objected 
"  not  to  this;  but  he  wished,  by  the  abolj- 
*'  tion  of  the  disgraceful  penallics  atiRched 
"  to  the  condition  of  a  British  soldier,  to 
"  make  the  situation  such  as  a  freeman 
"  might,  without  impropriety,  be  placed 

"'in.^' These   were  the  very  w  ords 

spoken  by  him  on  the  2nd  of  May  1S08, 
on  LORD  CASTLEREAGH's  Local  Mili- 
tia Bill.  Judge,  then,  of  the  baseness  of 
this  tool  of  corruption,  who  now  says,  that 
Sir  jpRANCis  Bukdett  and  the  reformers 
"  have  always  attempted  to  shackle  our 
"  strength  and  cripple  our  arm,  when  it  was 

"to  be  rdised  against  Buonaparte  ." 

What  Sir.  Francis  Burdett  said,  upon 
that  occasion,  he  has  oftentimes  said 
since  ;  and,  do  not  men  now  begin  to  see 
that  he  was  right  r  Yes,  and  this  venal 
man  sees  it  as  clearly  as  any  one  ; 
but,  to  say  that  he  sees  it  would  not  suit 
his  purpose,  or  the  purposes  cf  those  to 
please  whom  he  writes.——  He  denies 
the  right  of  any  of  us,  whether  at  public 
meetings  or  in  print,  to  complain  of, 
or  even  to  discuss,  the  practice  of 
flogging;  but  lie  takes  it  boldly  upon 
him  to  discuss  it  at  full  length;  aye, 
says  he,  but,  then,  I  speak  in  praise  of 
flogging  i^  which,  I  suppo.se,  he  will  put 
forward  as  a  specimen  of  the  efiects  of 
those  refined  manners,  that  humanity,  and 
general  reading,  of  which  he  so  loudly 
boasts  as  characteristicoof  the  nation.—: — 
The  Meeting  at  Westminster  was,  of 
course,  intended  for  the  discussion  of  *ny 
niattersof  great  importance  that  presented 
themselves  to  the  minds  of  those  who 
chose  to  speak  ;  and,  how  was  it  possible 
for  them  to  think  of  a  subject  of  more  im- 
portance than  this  ?  The  flogging  in  the 
gxtny,  the  state  of  the  press  (I  wonder  the 
.  Courier  does  not  propose  to  flog  refractory 
ivriters  and  publishers),  ^nd  the  state  of  the 
rtprtwniatvm ;   these  were  the  topics  of 
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the  speeches,  and  the  admirable,  the  ini- 
mitable. Address  itself;  and,  whnt  other 
topics,  except  those  of  fulsome  panegy- 
ric, was,  at  this  time,  to  be  found  ? 
Whnt !  did  the  Countsn  imagine,  {hart  the 
people  of  Westminster;  that  the  cotl?ti- 
tuents  of  Sir  Ebancis  Bu^dett,  wiere 
going  to  meet  to  pass  a  hum-drum  address 
about  confidence  and  condolence  merely  ? 
Mticrable  indeed  would'  our  p1-ospect  be,' 
if  they  could  have  had  such  an  object  in 
view.  They  would  then  have  richly 
merited  the  charge  of  those  persevering 
place-hunters,  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers^ 
who  accuse  the  reformers  of  h&\'ing  formed 
an  alliance  with  the  creatures  of  corruption. 
No,  poor  hungry  lads,  -die  have  fcJrraed 
no  such  alliance;  h\ii  others  havd;  and, 
our  crime,  in  your  eyes,  is^  that  we  have 
exposed  that  alliance  in  all  its  odiousness. 

Here  I  put  an  end  to  this  discussion, 

being  very  well  persiraded,  that  the  advo- 
cates of  the  lash  will  not  be  anxious  to 
revive  it. 

Bank  Dollar  Tokens, Lord  Gren- 

ville,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  on  the  2ist 
instant,  made  a  motion  for  papers  upon 
this  subject.  He  said,  that  he  supposed  no 
one  would  noxv  deny  the  depreciation  of 
Bank  paper.— He  was  deceived  ;  for,  as 
the  report  states.  Lord  Camden  did  deny 
it ;  and  said,  ihiat  it  was  SILVER  that  had 
RISEN  ! — —Come,  come !  let  us  be  grave, 
let  us  be  serious;  for,  certainly,  a  more  se- 
rious subject  can  never  hardly  present  itself. 
— Let  us  see,  then:  paper  h^?,  not  fallen, 
but  money  has  risen  !  Very  good  indeed, 
Very  good,  upon  my  word. — — Weij,  we. 
shall  have  the  subject  of  rewccfe  J iscussed 
soon.  Oh  !  how  1  burn  with  iripatieuce 
to  hear  that  discussion  !  How  1  long  to 
hear  it  proved,  that  there  is  a  rcwjf'.'j,'  for 
the  rise  in  the  price  of  silver  and   gold  ! 

Be    this  remedy,  however,   what  it 

will,  the  disease  has  not  been  occasioned 
by  the  Jacobins  and  Levellers.  '1  hey  have 
had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  matter. 
They  have  had  nothing  ot  do  with  the 
Bank  and  Lidia  House.  They  have  been 
beaten  and  kept  down.  They  cannot  be 
accused  of  haying  had  the  smallest  share 
in  producing  the  thing  that  now  stares  the 
country  in  the  face.  Grizkle  Greenhorn, 
whatever  be  ber  fate,  has  notbinfi  to  re- 
proach the  Jacobins  with  ;  and  tbo-e  who 
burnt  Paine  in  cfhgy  will  have  the  hap- 
piness to  reflect,  let  what  will  come,  that 
they  did  their  best,  to  support  the  wars 
against  Jacobins  and  Levellers,  and  to 
keep  down  all  that  wa«  opposed  to  "  th« 
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"  great  statesman  now  no  more." But, 

we  must  come  back  to  this  topic.  This  is 
cut-aml-come-agaiti.  A  dish  for  all  days 
in  the  week,  holidays  and  all.  This  is  the 
great  pivot,  on  which  every  thing  turns, 
and  ihe  politician,  who  does  not  view  it  in 
ihat  light,  is  but  halt'  a  politician-  Every 
thing  but  this  may  be  affected  by  acci- 
denial  circumstances;  but  this  is  a  cause 
that  works  steadily.  It  is  what  a  tree  is  in 
agriculture:  it  depends  not  upon  seasons 
or  management.  It  goes  on  of  itself  like 
the  nge  of  man,  and  its  consequences  are 
as  certain. 

W".  COBBETT. 
Stale  Prison,  Newgate,  Friday, 
March  22,  1811. 


TME  ENGLISHMAN'S  RIGHT  : 

A  Di'iloi:ue  between  a  Barrister  at  Law  and 
a  Jur,^maii ;  plainly  setting  forth ,  I.  The 
Ant'jjuitij,  If.  The  Excellent  Designed 
Us.,  III.  The  Office,  and  Just  Privileges, 
OF  J  Uii  lES,  by  the  Law  of  England.— — 
£y^iR  J  iHN  Hawles,  Solicitor- General 
to  Kin^  Wtlliam  III. 

(Coiitir,ucd  from  page  104- ) 

But  i*"  you  nre  not  satisfied,  that 

either  the  act  he  has  commit' ed,  was  trea- 
son, or  other  crime,  (ih  ugh  it  be  never  so 
often  called  so;)  or  that  the  act  itself,  if  it 
were  so  criminal,  was  not  done :  then  what 
remains,  hut,  that  you  are  to  acquit  him? 
for  the  end  of  Juries  is  to  preserve  men 
from  oppression ;  which  may  happen,  as 
well  by  imposing,  or  ruining  them  for  that 
as  a  crime,  which  indeed  is  none,  or  at 
least  not  such,  or  so  great,  as  is  pretended  ; 
as  by  charging  them  with  the  conmiission 
of  that,  which,  in  truth,  was  not  committed. 
And  how  do  you  well,  and  truly  try,  and 
true  deliverance  make,  when  4ndeed  you 
do  but  deliver  him  up  to  others  to  be  con- 
demned, for  that,  which  yourselves  do  not 
believe  to  be  any  crime? 

Jurym.  Well;  but  the  supposed  case  is 
a  case  unsupposable.  It  is  not  to  be 
imagined,  that  any  such  thing  should  hap- 
pen ;  nor  to  be  thought,  that  the  judges 
will  condemn  any  man,. though  brought  in 
guilty  by  the  Jury,  if  the  matter,  in  itself, 
be  not  so  criminal  by  law. 

Barr,  It  is  mo5>t  true,  I  do  not  believe 
that  ever  that  case  will  happen.  I  put  it 
in  a  thing  of  apparent  absurdity,  that  you 
might  the  more  clearly  observe  the  un- 
reasonableness of  this  doctrine;  but  withal 


th^t  it  i>  not  impossibly 


that  sonie  other  cases  may  really  happen, 
of  the  samei  or  the  like  nature,  though 
more  fine,  and  plausible.  And  though  we 
apprehend  not,  that  during  the. reign  of 
his  Majesty,  that  now  is,  (whose  life  God 
long  preserve)  any  Judges  will  be  made, 
that  would  so  wrest  the  law ;  yet  what  secu- 
rity is  there,  but  that  some  successors  may 
not  be  so  cautious  in  their  choice?  and, 
though  our  benches  of  judicature  be  at  pre- 
sent furnished  with  gentlemen  of  great  in- 
tegrity, yet,  there  may  one  day  happen 
some  Tresiltan,  or  kinsman  of  Enipsm' s,  to 
get  in,  for  what  has  been,  may  be,  who, 
Empson-Wka,  too,  shall  pretend  it  to  be  for 
his  master's  service  to  increase  the  number 
of  criminals,  that  his  coffers  may  be  filled 
with  fines,  and  forfeitures:  and  then  such 
mischiefs  may  arise.  And  Juries,  having 
up07i  confidence  parted  with-  their  just  pri- 
vileges, shall  then,  too  late,  strive  to  re- 
assume  them,  when  the  number  of  ill  pre- 
cedents shall  be  vouched  to  inforce  that 
as  of  right,  which  in  truth  was  at  first  a 
wrong,  grounded  on  easiness  and  igno- 
rance. Had  our  wise,  and  wary  ancestors, 
thought  fit  to  depend  so  far  upon  the  con- 
tingeni  honesty  of  judges,  they  needed  not 
to  have  been  so  zealous  to  continue  the 
usage  of  Juries.  * 

Jurym.  Yet  still  I  have  heard,  that  in 
every  indictment,  or  information,  there  is 
always  something  of  form,  or  law,  and, 
something  else,  of  fact  ;  and  it  seems  rea- 
sonable, that  the  Jury  should  not  be  bound 
up  nicely  to  find  every  iormality  therein 
expressed,  or  else  to  acquit,  perhaps,  a 
notorious  criminal.  But  if  they  find  the 
essential  matter  of  the  crime,  then  they 
ought.to  find  him  guilty. 

Barr.  You  say  true,  and  therefore  must 
note,  there  is  a  wide  difference  to  be  made 
between  words  of  course,  raised  by  im- 
plication of  law,  and  essential  words, 
that  either  make,  or  really  aggravate,  the 
crime  charged.  The  law  does  suppose 
and  imply  every  trespass,  breach  of  the 
peace,  every  felony,  murder,  or  treason, 
to  be  done   Vi  ct  Armis,  with    force,  and 

*  If  the  reader  is  desirous  of  seeing  the 
many  unhappy  consequences,  to  which 
such  a  dependance  would  subject  us;  let 
him  read  the  second  postscript  to  the  Let- 
ter to  Almon  in  matter  of  Libel.  There 
are  many  observations  in  that  publication, 
which  give  great  confirmation  to  the  doc- 
trines here  laid  down,  and  shew  the  writer 
to  haw^  beei>  possesaed  of  exqeeduagly 
gr«at  »bUiUe»/ jtKignient^  aiu4  learning.  >.. 
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alTns,  (5*e.  Now,  if  a  person  be  indicted 
for  murder  by  poison,  and  ihe  matter 
proTed  ;  God  forbid  the  jury  should  scru- 
ple the  finding  him  guilty  upon  the  in- 
uictment,  merely  because  they  do  not  find 
that  part  of  it,  as  to  force,  and  arms, 
proved  !  for  that  is  implied  fts  a  neces- 
sary,'or  allowable,  fiction  of  lavv. 

But  On  the  other  side,  when  the  matter 
in  issue,  in  itself,  and  i  a  ken  as  a  naked 
proposiiion,  V3  of  such  a  nature,  as  no  ac- 
tion, indictment,  or  infurmatioa'  will  lie 
for  it  singly  ;  but  it  is  worked  up  by 
special  aggravations  into  matter  of  damage, 
or  crime  ;  as  that  it  was  clone  to  scanda- 
lize the  government,  to  raise  sedition,  to 
afl'ront  authority,  or  the  like,  or  with 
such,  or  such,  an  evil  intent  r  If  these 
aggravations,  or  some  overt  act  to  mani- 
fest such  ill  design,  or  intention,  be  not 
made  out  by  evidence,  then  ought  the 
Jury  to  find  the  party,  not  guilty.  For 
example  : 

Bishop  Latimer,  afterwards  a  martyr  in 
bloody  queen  Mary's  days,  for  the  Pro- 
testant religion,  in  his  sermon  preached 
before  the  mostexcellent  kmg  Edward  VI. 
delivered  these  words :  *  I  must  desire 
'  your  grace  to  hear  poor  men's  suits  your- 

*  self.     The  saying  is   now,  "  That  mu- 

*  "  ney  is  heard  every  wlifre  :" — "  If  he 

*  "  be  rich,  he   shatt  soor»  have  an  end  of 

*  "  his  matter."  Others  are  fain  to  go 
'  home  with  weeping  tears  for  any  help 
'  th€y   can  obtain    at   any  jtidge's  hand. 

*  Hear  men's  suits  yourself,  1  require  you 
'  in  God's   behalf:  and   put  them   not   to 

*  the   hearing  of  these  velvet-coats,  these 

*  up-skins.  Amongst  all  others,  bii^  es- 
'  pecially  moved  aie  at  this  time  to  speak  : 

*  This  it  is,  bir  :  A  gentlewoman  came 
'  and  told  me,  that  a  great  man  keepeth 
'  certain  lands  of  hers  from  her,  ^nd  will 
'  be  her  tenant  in  spite  of  her  teeth.    And 

*  that  in  a  whole  twelve- month  she  could 

*  not  get   but   one-3ay  for  the  hearing  of 

*  her  matter,  and  the  same  day,  when   it 

*  should  be  heard,  the  great  man  brought 
'  on  his  side  a  great  sight  of  lawyers  for 

*  his  council.  The  gentlewoman  had  but 
s^one  man  of  law.  and  the  great  man 
'  shakes  him  so,  that  he  cannot  tell  what 
'  to  do.     So  that  when  the  matter  came  to 

*  the  point,  the  judge  was  a  means  to  the 

*  gentlewoman,  that  she  should  let  the 
'  great  man  have  a  quietness  in  her  land, 
' — I  beseech  yriur  grace,  that  ye  would 
'  lack  to  these  matters. 

*  And  you  proud  judges'!  hearken  what 
'  God  saiih  in  bis  holy  boNO^ ',  Audke  Uhs 


'  ita  parvum,  ut  magnum,  Hear  them,  saith 
'  he,  the  small  as  well  as  the  great;  the 
'  poor  as  well  as  the  rich  ;  regard  no  per-^ 
'  son,  fear  no  man.  And  why  ?  QteiaDo- 
'  mini  judicium  est.  The  judgment  is  God's. 
'  Mark  this  saying,  thou  proud  judge  :  the 
'  devil  will    bring    this  .sentence   against 

*  thee  at  the  day  of  doom.  Hell  will  be 
'  full  of  these  julg«s  if  they  repent  not, 
'  and  amend  :  they  are  wx>rse  than  the 
'  wicked  judge  that  Christ  speaketh  of, 
'  Luke  the  19ih,  that  neither  feared  God, 
'  nor  the  world.  Our  judges  are  worse 
'  than  this  judge  was  ;  for  they  will  nei- 
'  ther  hear  men,  for  God's  sake,  nor  fear 
'of the  world,  nor  importunateness,  nor 
'  any  thing  else  ;  yea,  some  of  them  will 
'  command  them  to*  ward  if  they  be  im- 
'  portunate. — I  beard  say,  that  when  a 
'  suitor  came  to  one  of  them,  he  said, 
'  '  What  fellow  is  it,  that  giveth  these 
'  '  folks  counsel  to  be  so  iniportunate  :  he 
'  '  deserves  to  be  punished,  and  committed 
'  *  to  ward.'  Marry,  Sir,  punish  me  then  ; 
'  it  is  even  I  that  gave  them  counsel.  I 
'  would     gladly  be    punishtd    in    such  a 

*  cause  ;  and  if  you  amend  not,  I  will 
'cause  thrm  to   cry  out  upon  you  still; 

'  even  as  long  as  I  live.' These  are  the 

very  words  of  that  good  bishop,  and  mar- 
tyr, father  Latimer:  *  But  now-a-days  the 
'judges  be  afraid  to  hear  ^  poor  man  against 
'  the  rich  ;     insomuch,    they    will   either 

*  pronounce  against    him,  or  so  drive   otF 

*  the  poor  man's  suit,  that  he  shall  not  be 
'  able  to  go  through  with  it.'f 

Jin-ym.  Truly  they  are  somewhat  bold, 
but  I  think  very  honest  ones.  But  what 
signify  they  to  our  discourse  .'' 

Barr.  Only  this; — Suppose  the  judges 
of  those  tinies,  thinking  themselves  ag- 
grieved by  such  his  freedom,  should  have 
oroughtan  indictment  against  him,  setting 
forth,  that  '  iaisly,  and  maliciously,  in- 
'  tending  to   scandalize   the  government, 

*  and  the  administration  of  justice,  in  this 

*  realm,  and  to  bring  the  same  into  con- 
'  tempt,  he  did  speak,  publish,  and  declare 
'  the  false,  and  scandalous,  words  before 
'  recited.* 

Jur^m.  I  conceive,  the  judges  had  more 
wit,  than  to  trouble  themselves  about  such 
a  business. 

Burr.  That  is  nothing  to  the  purpose  ; 
but  suppose,  I  say,  by  them,  or  any  body 
else,  it  had  been  done;  and  his  speak- 
ing the  words  had  been  proved  ;  and  you 

*  Prison. 

t  See  also  Latimer's  Third  Sermon. 
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had  tlie.n  been  living,  and  one  of  the  Jury  i 

Jurym.  I  would  have  pionouqced  him 
not  guilty,  and  been  starved  to  death  be,- 
fore  I  would  have  consented  to  a  contrary 
verdict ;  because  thy  words  in  themselves 
are  not  criminal,  nor  reflecting  upon  any 
particulars  :  and  as  for  what  is  supposed 
to  be  laid  in  the  indictment  or  information, 
(•  that  they  were  published,  or  spoken,  to 
*  scandalise  the  government,  and  the  ad- 
'  ministration  of  justice,  or  to  bring  the 
'  same  into  coni,empt')  nothing  of  tliat 
appears. 

liarr.  You  resolve,  as  every  honest,  un- 
derstanding, conscienlious  man,  would  do 
in  the  like  case  ;  for  when  a  man  is  pro- 
secuted for  that,  which,  in  itself,  is  no 
•crime,  how  dreadfully  soever  it  may  be 
set  out,  (as  the  inquisitors  in  Spain  use  to 
clothe  innocent  Protestants,  whom  they 
«onsign  to  the  flames,  with  Sambenuos, 
garments  all  over  bepainted  with  Devil*; 
that  the  people  beholding  them  in  so 
hellish  a  dress,  may  be  so  far  from  pity- 
ing them,  that  they  may  rather  condemn 
them  in  their  thoughts  as  miscreants  not 
worthy  to  live,  though  in  truth  they  know 
nothing  of  their  cause  j) — ^yet  1  say,  not- 
withstanding any  such  bugbear  artifices, 
an  innocent  man  ought  to  be  acquitted, 
and  not  Vie  and  all  his  family  ruined,  and 
perhaps  utterh/  undone,  for  words,  or 
matters,  harmless  in  themselves,  and  pos- 
sibly very  well  intended,  but  only  ren- 
dered criminal,  by  being  thus  hideously 
dressed  up,  and  wrested  with  some  far- 
fetched, forced  and  odious  construction. 

Jurym.  This  is  a  mniter  well  worthy 
the  consideration  of  all  Juries  ;  for  indeed 
I  have  often  wondered  to  observe  the  ad- 
verbs in  declarations,  indiclments,  azid  in- 
formations, in  some  cases  to  be  harmless 
vinegar  and  pepper,  and  in  others,  hen- 
bane steeped  in  aquaforiis. 

Burr.  That  may  easily  happen,  where 
the  Jury  does  not  disiuiguish  icgal  impli- 
cations, from  such  as  const) t,i:le,  or  mate- 
rially aggravate,  the  crime  ;  for  if  the 
Jury  shall  honestly  refuse  to  find  the  latter 
incases  uhere  there  is  not  direct  proof  of 
them,  (viz.  That  such  an  act  was  done 
|i»lsly,  scandalously,  maliciously,  with  an 
intent  to  raise  sedition,  defame  the  go- 
yerninent,  or  the  like,)  their  mouths  are 
noi  to  be  stopt,  nor  their  consciences  sa- 
tisfied with  the  court's  telling, them— You 
have  nothing  to  do.  with  that ;  At  i»  only 
patter-  of  foriaa  or  matter  of  law  ;  you  are 
jonly  to  examine  the  factwhetlji/^r  tig  spoke 
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or  the  like.*  For,now,  if  they  should  ig» 
norantly  take  this  for  an  answer,  and  bring 
in  the  prisoner  guilty,  though  they  mean 
and  intend,  of  the  naked  fact,  or  bare  act, 
only:  yet  the  clerk  recording  it,  demand* 
a  further  confirmation,  saymg  to  them, 
thus  j  '  Well  then,  you  say  A.  B,  is  guilty 
*  of  the  trespass,  or  misdemeanor,  in 
'  manner  and  form,  as  he  stands  indicted ; 
'  and  so  you  say  all  ;*  To  which  the  fore- 
man answers  for  himself  and  his  fellows, 
'  Yes.'  Whereupon. the  verdict  is  drawn 
up — '  Juraiores  super  sQcramcntum  suuin 
'  dicunt,'  &c.  '  The  Jurors  do  say  upon 
'  their  oaths,  that  A.  B.  maliciously,  in 
'  contempt  of  the  king  and  the  govern- 
'  ment,  with  an  intent  to  scandalize  the 
'  administration  of  justice,  and  to  urine  the 
'  same  into  contempt,  or  to  raise  sedition,' 
&c.  (as  the  words  before  were  laid)  ; 
spake  such  words,  published  such  a  book, 
or  did  such  an  act,  against  the  peace  of 
our  lord  the  king,  his  crown  and  dignity. 

Thus  a  VERDICT,  so  called  in  law  ^uisi 
verifaiis,  because  it  ought  to  be  the  voice, 
or  saying,  of  TRUTnf  itself,  may  become 
composed  in  its  material  part  of  falshood. 
Thus  twelve  tuen  ignorantly  drop  into  a 
perjury.  And  will  not  every  conscientious 
man  tremble  to  pawn  his  soul  under  the 
sacred,  and  dreadful  solemnity  of  an  oath, 
to  attest,  and  justify,  a  lye  upon  record  to 
all  posterity  ?  besides  the  vyrong  done  to 
the  prisoner,  who  thereby  perhaps  comes 
to  be  hanged,  (and  so  thq  Jury  inforo  con- 
scienticB  are  certainly  guilty  of  his  mur- 
der ;)  or  at  least  by  fine,  or  imprisonment, 
undone,  with  all  his  family,  whose  just 
curses  will  fail  heavy  on  such  unjust  Jury- 
men, and  all  their  posterity,  that  against 
their  oaths,  and  duty,  occasioned  their 
causeless  misery.  And  is  all  this,  think 
you,  nothing  but  a  rnatter  of  formality  ? 

Jurym.  Yes,  really  a  matter  of  vast  im- 
portance, and  sad  consideration  ;  yet  I 
think  you  charge  the  mischiefs  done  by 
such  proceedings  a  little  too  heavy  upon 
the  Jurors.  Alas,  good  men  I  they  mean 
no  harm  ;  they  do  but  follow  the  direc- 

*  A  prophet! — Our  modern  patriots 
have  cften  been  the  subjects  of  ridicule, 
on  account  of  their  apprehensions  y  bow- 
ever,  we  have  lived  to  see  the  completion 
of  several  predictions,  here  made  by  one 
of  our  ancestora  ;  and  our  posterity  may, 
in  the  same  manner,  have  reason  to.  be 
convinced,  that  those  made  in  our  tjjpes 
are  nojt  eptirely  without^oiU3td*tJ9i|>  .,,^    , 
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tions  of  the  court:  if  any  body  ever  happen 
to  be  to  blame  in  such  cases,  it  must  be 
the  judges. 

Barr.  Yes,  forsooth  I  that  is  the  Jury- 
man's common  plea ;  but  do  you  think  it 
will  hold  good  in  the  court  of  Heaven  ? 
'Tis  not  enough  that  we  mean  no  harm, 
but  we  must  do  none  neither  ;  especially 
in  things  of  that  moment.  Nor  will  igno- 
rance excuse,  where  it  is  aft'ected,  and 
where  duty  obliges  U3  to  inform  ourr,elTes 
better,  and  where  the  matter  is  so  plain 
and  easy  to  be  understood. 

As  for  the  Judges,  they  have  a  fairer 
plea  than  you,  and  may  quickly  return 
the  burthen  back  upon  the  Jurors;  For 
'  we,'  may  they  say,  ♦  did  nothing  but  our 

*  duty,  according  to  usual  practice  :  the 

*  Jury,  his  peers,  had  found  the  feHow 

*  guilty,  upon  their  oaths,  of  such  an 
ci*  odious  crime,  and  attended  with  such 
'^  vile  presumptions,  and  dangerous  cir- 
.'*  eurastances.  They  are  judges ;  we  took 
*■  him  as  they  presented  him  to  us;  and 
''according  to  our  duty  pronounced  the 

*  sentence,  that  the  law  inflicts  in  such 

*  cases,  or  set  a  fine,  or  ordered  corporeal 

*  punishment  upon  him,  which  was  very 
'  moderate,  considering  the  crime  laid  in 

*  the  indictment,  or  information,  and  of 
"*  which  they  had  so  sworn  him  guilty.     If 

*  he  were  innocent,  or  not  so  bad  as  repre- 
'  seated,    let  his   destruction  lie  upon    the 
'  Jury,    S^c'       At    this   rate,   if  ever   we 
should  have     ?,i 
might  he  argue 
blood,  or  ruin,  of  an  innocent  man>  when 

fro, 


unconscionable    judge, 
and  thus  the  sruilt  of  the 


it  is  too  late,  shall  be  bandied  to 
and  shuffled  oft' from  the  Jury  t<>  the  Judge, 
and  from  the  Judge  to  the  Jury  ;  but 
really  sticks  fast  to  both  ;  but  especially 
on  the  Jurors  ;  because  the  very  end  of 
their  institution  was  to  prevent  all  dangers 
of  such  oppression  ;  and  in  every  such 
case,  they'do  not  only  wrong  their  own 
souls,  and  irreparably  injure  a  particular 
person,  bu^  also  basely  betray  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country  in  general.  For  as, 
talthout  their  ill  compliance  and  act,  no  such 
mischief  can  happen'; — ^so  hi/  it,  ill  prece* 
^dents  are  made,  and  the  plague  is  in- 
'  creased;  honestei*  Juries  ar^  disheartened 
or  seduced  by  custom  from  their  duties; 
just  privillges  ar6  losV  by  disnser  ;  and 
perhaps  Vcuhin  a  while  some  of  themselves 
may  have  a  hole  picked  in  their  coats, 
and  then  they  are  tried  by  another  Jury 
just  as  wise,  and  hone:;t,  and  so  deservedly 
come  to  smart  undet-  the  ruinating  effedis, 
and  example,  of  their  o\Vn  folly'and  in- 
justice. 
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Jurym.  You  talk  of  folly,  and  blam« 
Jurymen,  when  indeed  they  cannot  help 
it.  They  would  sometimes  find  such  a 
person  guilty,  and  such  an  one  innocent, 
and  are  persuaded  they  ought  so  to  do  ; 
but  the  court  over-rules,  and  forces  them 
to  do  otherwise. 

harr.  How,  I  pray  ? 

Jurym.  How  !  why,  did  you  never  hear 
a  Jury  threatened  to  be  fined  and  impri- 
soned, if  they  did  not  comply  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  court  ? 

Barr.  I  have  read  of  such  doings,  but  I 
never  heard,  or  sa'.v  it  done  :  and  indeed 
1  do  not  doubt  but  our  seats  of  justice  are 
furnished  with  both  better  men,  and  belter 
lawyers,  than  to  use  any  such  menaces,  or 
duress;  for  undoubtedly  it  is  a  base,  and 
very  illegal  practice.  But,  however,  will 
any  man  that  fears  God,  nay,  that  is  but 
an  honest  heathen,  debauch  his  conscience 
and  forswear  himself;  do  his  neighb  mr 
injustice;  betray  his  country's  liberties, 
and  consequently  enslave  himself,  and  hi3 
posterity  ;  and  all  this  merely,  because 
he  is  hectored,  and  threatened  a  little  ? 

Jurym.  I  know  it  should  not  sway  with 
any  :  but  alas  !  a  prison  is  terrible  to  most 
men,  whatcvsr  the  cause  be  ;  and  the  fine 
may  be  such,  if  one  shall  refuse  to  com- 
ply, a?  may  utterly  ruin  one's  family. 

Barr.  Fright  not  yourself ;  there  is  no 
ctuse  for  this  ague-fit,  to  shake  your  con- 
science <>ut  of  frame,  if  you  are  ihreat- 
(.ned,  'tis  but  bruium  fulmen,  lighming 
without  a  thunderbolt,  nothing  but  big 
words  ;  for  it  is  well  known  That  there 
IS    NEVER    A   Judge    in    England    that 

CAN    FINE,    OR   IMPRISON,    ANY    Jl  .YMAN  IN 
SUCH    A    CASE. 

Jurym.  Good  Sir  !  I  am  half  ast'araed  to 
hear  a  Barrister  talk  thus  :  ha\t-  i>'>t  some 
in  our  memory  been  fined  and  inijvri- 
soned  }  And  sure  that  which  has  ^rtuar'y 
been  done,  is  not  altogether  impossible 

Bnrh-.  Your  servant.  Sir  !  under  favr^tir 
of  your  mighty  wisdom,  and  exper-^r^ca, 
when  I  said  no  judge  could  do  it,  I  spnke 
the  more  like  a  Barrister ;  for  it  iv-  a 
maxim  in  Xzw-^—Id posiuvms  quod  Jure  pon^ 
sumus  ;  '  a  man  is  said  to  be  able  to  do 
only  so  much,  as  he  may  lawfully  do.* 
But  such  fining,  and  imprisoning,  cannot 
lawfully  be  done;  the  judges  have  no 
right,  or  power,  bylaw,  to  do  it;  and 
therefore  it  may  well  be  said,  they  cannot, 
or  are  not  able,  to  do  it. 

And  whereas  you  say,  that  some  Juries 
in  our  memory  have  been  fined  and  im- 
prisoned, yoti  may  possibly  say  true  j  but 
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it  is  as  true,  that  it  hath  been  onl)'^  in  our 
memory,  for  no  such  thing  was  jiraqtised 
in  antient  times  ;  for  so  I  fr.td  i;  aa^ei  ted 
by  a  late  Itarxsed  judge,*  in  ihese  positive 
words :  '  No  case  can   bo  oiFored,  eithsr 

*  before   attaints   granted    in   gentrai,    or 

*  after,  that  ever  a  Jury  was   punished  l)y 

*  fine  and  imprisonuieat  by  any  judge, 
<^for  not  fiudiiig  according  Lo  their  e'vi- 

*  deuce  and  his  direclion,  until  Pophains 
'  time  ;  nor  is  there  clear  pmot,  that  he 

*  ever  fined  them  for  that  reason,  separated 
'from  olhei-  misdemeanours.'  And  fol. 
152,  he  adnms,  'That  no  man  can  shew, 

*  that  a  Jury  was  ever  punished  upon  an 

*  information,  either  at  law,  or  in  the  Star- 

*  chamber,  where  the  charge  was  only  for 

*  finding  against  their  evidence,  or  giving 

*  an    untrue   verdict;   -xiniess  irabracery, 

*  subornation,  or  the  like  were  joined.' 
So  that,  you  see,  the  attempt  is  an  inno- 
vation, as  well  as  unjust;  a  thingunknown 
to  our  forefathers,  and  tlie  ancient  sages 
of  the  law :  and  therefore  so  much  (he 
more  to  be  watched  against,  resisted,  and 
suppressed,  whilst  young  ;  lest  in  time 
this  crafty  cockatrice's  egg,  hatched,  and 
fostered  by  ignoriince,  and  pusillanimous 
compliance,  grow  np  into  a  serpent  too 
big  to  be  mastered,  and  so  blast,  and  de- 
stroy the  first  born  of  our  English  free- 
doms. And  indeed  (blessed  be  God)  it 
hath  hitherto  been  rigorously  opposed  as 
often  as  it  durst  crawl  abroad  ;  being  con- 
demned in  parliament,  and  knocked  o'  th' 
head  by  the  resolutions  of  the  judges  upon 
solemn  argument :  as,  by  and  by,  I  shall 
demonstrate. 

Jurym.  Well,  I>ut  are  jurors  not  liable 
then  to  fine  or  imprisonment,  in  any  case 
whatsoever  ? 

jBarr.  Now  you  run  from  the  point; 
we  were  talking  of  giving  their  verdict, 
and  you  speak  of  any  case  whatsoever. 
Wiiereas  you  should  herein  observe  a  ne- 
cessary distinction,  which  I  shall  give  you 
in  the  words  of  that  learned  judge  last  re- 
recited  :t  '  Much  of  the  ofTice  of  Jurors, 

*  in  order  to  their  verdict,  is  ministerial: 
'  as  not  withdrawing  horn  tlieir  fellows 
'  after  they  are  sworn  ;  not  receiving  from 

*  either  side  evidence  not  given  in  court  ; 
'  not  eating  and  drinking  before  their  ver- 
'dict;    refusing  to  give  a  verdict,   &c, 

*  wherein  if  they  transgress,  they  may  be 
'  finable.      But   the   verdict  itself,  when 


*  Lord  chief  justice  Fazi^ftan,  in  his  Re- 
ports, fol.  146. 

t  F<u^/(i«»'s  Reports;  fol.  1-52. 


'  givejj,  ia  .not  an  get  ministerial,  but 
•  JUDICIAL,  and  (supposed  to  be)  accord irvg 
'to  tiie  best  of  Uieir  judgment ;  for  which- 
'  they  are  not  finable,  nor  to  be  punished, 
'but  by  attaint ;'  that  id,  by  another 
Jury,  in  cases  where  attaint  lies,  and 
where  it  shall  be  found  that,  iJiiifuUy,  they 
gave  a  vefdict,  false  and  corrupt.  ., : 

Now  that  Juries,  otherwi.se,  are  in;  no 
case  punishable,  nor  can  (for  giving  their 
verdict  according  to  their  consciences, 
and  the  best  of  their  judgment)  be  .le« 
gaily  fined  or  imprisoned  by  any  judge, 
on  colour  of  not  going  according  to  their 
evidence,  or  finding  contrary  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  court;  is  a  truth,  both  founded 
on  unanswerable  reasons,  and  confirmed 
by  irrefragable  authoiities.  .,      ^      • 

Jurym.  Those  I  would  gladly  liear^  „.,/ 
harr.  They  are  many,  but  some  ot  .th« 
most  evident  are  these  that  follow.     As  for 
reasons:  .,  - 

1.  A  Jury  ought  not  to  be  fined,  ot  iai- 
prisoned,  because  they  do  not  follow  the 
judge's  directions;  for  if  they  do  follov«r 
his  directions,  they  may  yet  be  attainted: 
and  to  say  they  gave  their  verdict  accord- 
ing to  hi>  directions,  is  no  bar  but  the 
judgment  shall  be  reversed,  and  they 
punished  for  doing  that,  which  if  they  had 
not  done,  they  should  (by  this  opinion) 
have  been  fined,  and  imprisoned,  by  the 
judge. — Which  is  unreasonable. 

2.  If  they  do  not  follow  his  direetion, 
and  be  therefore  fined,  yet  they  may  be 
attainted,  and  so  they  should  be  doubly 
punished  by  distinct  judicatures  for  the 
same  oO'ence;  which  the  common  law 
never  admits. 

3.  To  what  end  is  the  jury  to  be  re- 
turned out  of  the  vicinage  (that  is,  the 
neighbourhood)  whence  the  issue  ariseth  ? 
to  what  end  must  hundredors  be  of  the 
Jury,  whom  the  law  supposeth  to  have 
nearer  knowledge  of  the  fact  that?  those  of 
the  vicinage  in  general  ?  to  what  end  are 
thev  challenged  so  scrupulousy  to  the 
array  and  poll  ?  to  what  end  must  they 
have  such  a  certain  freehold,  and  beprobi, 
if  legates,  homines^  and  not  of  affinity  with 
the  parties  concerned,  &c.  if  after  all  this, 
they  implicitly  must  give  a  verdict  by  the 
dictates  and  authority  of  another  man, 
under  pain  of  fines,  and  imprisonment, 
when  sworn  to  do  it  according  to  the  best 
of  their  own  knowledge  ?  A  man  cannot 
see  by  another's  eye,  nor  hearty  another's 
ear  ;  no  more  can  a  man  conclude,  or  infer, 
the  thing  to  be  resolved  by  another's  un- 
derstanding,   or  .i;eas9nin^  i    Wil^.  *ll 
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men's  understandings  v?ere  equally  aiike. 
And  if,  merely,  in  compliance,  becan^e 
the  judge  says  thus,  or  thus,  a  Jury  shall 
give  a  verdict;  tl»o'  snrh  their  verdict 
should  hi'.cpen  to  be  rit^hf  trne  and  jost; 
yet  they  being  not  assured  it  is«o  ^roni 
their  own  underslanding,Jai"e  ybrsiyorw,  at 
\t:is,lmfcroconsckntia:.    •■      '  ''' 

4',  Were  Jurors  so  finable,  then  every 
mayor,  and  bailiff  of  corporations,  all 
Stewarts  of  Icets,  justice;^  of  peace,  b^c. 
whatever  matters  are  tried  before  thern, 
shall  have  verdicts  to  their  minds,  oT  else 
fine,  and  imprison  the  Jurors  till  thej- 
have  ;  so  that  such  must  be  either  pleased, 
humoured,  or  gratified,  else  no  justice,  or 
iight,  is  to  be  bad  in  any  court. 

5.  Whereas  a  person  by  law  may  chal- 
lenge the  sheriff,  or  any  Juryman,  if  of 
kin  to  his  adversary;  yet  he  cannot  chal- 
lenge a  mayor,  recorder,  justice,  ^x.  who 
'tis  possible  VI  ill  have  a  verdict  for  their 
kinsman,  or  against  their  enemy,  or  else 
fine  and  imprison  the  Jury  till  they  have 
obtained  it :  so  that  by  this  means  our 
lives,  liberties,  and  properties,  shall  be 
solely  tried  by,  and  remain  at  the  arbitrary 
disposal  of  every  mercenary,  or  corrupted 
justice,  mavor,  bailiff,  or  recorder,  if  any 
such  sh(/Ul(l,  at  any  time,  get  into  office. 

6.  'Ti'' unreasonable  that  a  Jury  should 
bsSnable  onpretenceof  their  goingagainst 
their  evidence ;  because  it  can  never  be 
tried,  whetiier  or  no  in  truth  they  did  find 
with,  or  against,  their  evidence,  by  reason 
no  writ  of  error  lies  in  the  case. 

7.  Were  Jurymen  liable  to  such  arbi- 
trary fines,  they  would  be  in  a  worse  con- 
dition than  the  criminals  that  are  tried  by 
them  ;  for  iji  all  civil  actions,  informations, 
and  indictments,  some  appeals,' or  writs  cf 

-  false  judgment,  ur  of  error,  do  lie  into  su- 
perior courts  to  trj'  the  regular  proceed- 
ings of  the  inferior.  Bilt  here  can  be  no 
after-trial,  or  examination  ;  but  the  jury- 
man (if  fining  at  ail  v,'ere  lawful)  must 
either  pay  the  fine,  or  lie  by  it;  without 
remedy  to  decide,  whether  in  his  particular 
case  he  were  legally  fined,  or  not. 

8.  Without  a  fact  agreed,  it  is  as  im- 
possible for  a  judge,  or  any  other,  to 
kn6w  the  law,  relating  to  that  fact,  or  di- 
rect concerning  it,  as  to  know  an  accident 
that  hath  no  subject ;  for  as,  where  there 
is  no  law,  there  is  no  transgression,  so 
where  there  is  no  transgression,   there  is 

'  no  place  for  law ;  for  '  the  law  (saith  di- 
Tine  authority)  '  is  made  for  the  trans- 
gressor.'     And  as  CoA:ff  tells  us.  Ex  facto 

'^us  oritur;  upon  stating  the  fact,  or  trans- 


gression, matter  of  Jaw  doth  ar-se,  or  groiV 
oiit  of  the  root  of  the  fact.  Now  the  Jury 
being  lli«  so:e  judges  of  fact,  and  matter 
in  issue  hntbre  triem,  not  finding  the  fact 
on  which  it^e  lau-  shoidd  arise,  cannot  be 
said  to  find  against  law,  which  is  no  other 
than  a  superstructure  on  fact :  so  that  to 
say  they  have  found  against  the  law,  when 
no  fact  is  found,  is  absurd  ;  an  expression 
insignificant,  and  unintelligible.  For  no 
issue  can  be  jcnned  of  matter  in  law  ;  no 
Jury  Can  be  charged  with  the  trial  of 
matter  in  iawbarriy;  no  evidence  tv^r 
was,  f.Y  can  be,  given  to  a  Jury,  of  what 
is  law,  or  not ;,  nor  can  any  such  oath  be 
given  to,  or  taken  by  a  Jury,  to  try  matter 
in 'law;  nor  does  an  attaint  lie  for  such 
oalh,  if  false,  Ar.  Bat  if,  by  finding 
against  the  directions  of  the  court  in  mat- 
ter of  law,  shall  be  understood,  that  if  the 
judge  having  heard  the  evidence  given  m 
court,  (for  he  can  regularly  know  no  other, 
though  the  Jury  may)  shall  tell  the  Jury 
upon  this  evidence,  the  law  is  for  the 
plaintiff;  or  for  the  defendant,  and  the  Jury 
are,  under  pain  of  fine,  and  imprisonment, 
to  find  accordingly;  then  it  is  plain,  the 
Jury  ought  of  duty  so  to  do.  Now  if  this 
were  true,  who  sees  not  that  the  Jury  is  but 
a  troublesome  delay,  of  great  charge,  much 
formality,  and  no  real  use  in  determining 
right,  and  wrong,  but  mere  echoes  to  sound 
back  the  pleasure  of  the  court;  and  con- 
sequently, that  trials  by  them  might  be 
better  abolichi'd  than  continued?  which 
is  at  once  to  soit  folly  in  the  faces  of  our 
venerable  ancestors,  and  enslave  our  pos- 
ter! i.j'-. 

9.  As  the  judge  ran  never  direct  what 
the  law  is  in  any  matter  controverted,  with- 
out first  knowing  the  fact ;  so,  he  cannot, 
possibh',  know  the  fact  but  from  the  evi- 
dence which  the  Jury  have  ;  but  he  can 
never  fully  know  what  evidence  they  have  ; 
for  besides  wl)at  is  sworn  in  court,  (which 
is  ail  that  the  judge  can  know),  the 
Jury  being  of  the  neighbourhood,  may, 
and  oft-times  do,  know  something  of  their 
own  knowledge,  as  to  the  matter  itself,  the 
credit  of  the  evidence,  ^c  which  may 
justly  sway  them  in  delivering  their  ver- 
dict;  and  which  self-kno\Uedge  of  theirs 
is  so  far  countenanced  by  law,  that  it  sup- 
poses them  capable  thereby  to  try  the 
matter  in  issue,  (and  so  they  must)  though 
no  evidence  were  g'ven,  on  either  §:de,  in 
court.  As  when  any  man  is  indicted, and 
no  evidence  comes  against  him,  the  di- 
rection of  the  court  always  is,  '  You  are 
'  to  acquit  him,  unless  ef  youx  owja  knovr- 
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'  ledge  you  laiow  him  g<iilty  ;'  •  so  that 
even,  in  that  esse,  they  may  find  him 
guilty,  \yit.hout  any  witnesses.  Now  iiow 
absurd  is  it  to  think,  that  any  judge  has 
t>o\ver  to  fine  a  Jory  i^or  going  against 
iheir  evidence,  when  lie  ihut  so  fineth, 
knoweth  perhaps  nothing  of  iheir  evidence 
at  all,  (as  in  ihe  last  case)  or  at  least  but 
some  part  of  it  ?  For  how  is  it  passible  he 
shtMild  lawfylly  punish  them  for  that  which 
\t  is  impossible  for  him  to  know  ? 

Lastly,  Is  any  thing  more  common, 
than  for  two  lawyers,  or  judges,  to  deduce 
contrary,  and  opposite  conclusions  out  cf 
the  same  case  in  law  ?  And  why  then 
nvay  not  two  men  infer  distinct  conclusion;; 
from  the  same  testimony  ?  And  conse- 
quently, may  not  the  Judge,  and  Jury, 
honestly  differ  in  their  opinion,  or  result 
from  the  evidence,  as  w^cll  as  two  judges 
may,  which  often  happens?  And  shall 
the  Jurymen,  merely  for  this  difference  of 
apprehension,  merit  fine,  and  imprison- 
ment, because  they  do  that  which  they 
cannot  olberwi:-c  do,  preserving  their  oath 
and  integrity  ?  especially  when  by  law 
they  are  presumed  to  know  better,  and 
much  more  of  the  business,  than  tiie  judge 
does,  as  aforesaid. 

Are  not  all  these,  gross  contradicUng 
absurdities,  and  unworthy  (by  anj^  man 
that  deserves  agown)  to  be  put  upon  the  law 
of  England;  which  has  ever  owned  right 
reason  for  its  parent,  and  dutifully  sub- 
mitted to  be  guided  thereby  ? 

Juiym.  If  the  law  as  you  say,  be  reason, 
then  undoubtedly  this  practice  of  fining 
of  Juries  is  most  illegal,  since  there  can- 
not be  any  thing  more  unreasonable  :  but 
what  authorities  have  you  against  it  ? 

Jiarr.  You  have  heard  it  proved  to  be  a 
modern  upstart  encroachment,  so  you 
cannot  expect  any  direct,  or  express, 
condemnation  of  it  in  ancient  times;  be- 
cause the  thing  was  not  then  set  on  foot. 
And,  by  the  way,  though  negative  argu- 
ments are  not  necessarily  conclusive,  yet 
that  we  meet  with  no  precedents  of  old  of 
Juries  fmed,  for  giving  their  verdict  con- 
trary to  evidence,  or  the  sense  of  the  court, 
is  a  violent  presumption  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  done ;  for  it  cannot  be  supposed, 
that  this  latter  age  did  first  of  all  discover, 
that  verdicts  were  many  times  not  accord- 
iBg  to  the  judge's  opinion  and  liking. 
Undoubtedly  thi&y  saw  that  as  well  as  we  ; 
but  knowing  the  same  not  to  be  any  crime, 
or  punishable  by  law,  were  so  njodest  and 
honest,  as  not  to  meddle  with  it.  How* 
ever,  what  entertaimueut  it  hath  met  with, 


when  attempted  in  our  times,  I  shall  shew 
you  in  two  remarkable  cases. 

1.  When  the  late  lord  chief  justice  Keel' 
ing  had  attempted  something  of  that  kind, 
it  was  complained  of,  and  highly  resented 
by  ihe  then  parliament;  as  appears  by 
this  copy  of  their  proceedings  thereupon, 
taken  out  of  their  Journal,  as  follows. 

Die  Mercurii,  11  Decembris,  1667. 

'  The  House  resumed  the  hearing  of  the. 
'  rest  of  the  report  touching  the  matter  of 
'  restraint  upon  Juries,  o.nd  .duit  upon  the 
'  cxatnination  of  divers  witnesses  in  several 

*  cases  of  restraints  put  upon  Juries  by  the 
'  lord  chief  justice  Keeling;  and  thereupon 
'  resolved  as  followeth  : 

'  First,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  said 
'  lord  chief  justice,  in  the  cases  now  re- 
'  ported,  are  innovations  in  the  tciai.  of 
'  men  for  their  lives,  and  liberties.  And? 
'  that  he  hath  used  an  arbitrary,  and  ille- 
'  gal  power,  which  is  of  dangerous  conse- 
'  qucnce  to  the  lives  and  liberties  of  the 
'  people  of  England,  and  tends  to  the  ia- 
'  troducit»g  of  an  arbitrarj'  government. 

*  Secondly,  Tliat  in  the  place  of  judica- 
'  tore  tiip  lord  chief  justice  hath  under- 
'  valued,  vilified,  and  contemned  Magna 
'  Charta,  the  great  Preserver  of  our 
'  lives,  freedom,  and  property. 

'  Thirdl}',  That  he  be  brought  to  trial 
<  in  order  to  condign  punishment,  in  such 
,  manner  as  the  House  iihall  judge  most  fit, 
^  and  requisite.' 

Die  Veneris,  13  Decembris,  1667. 
'  Resolved,  ^c.    That    the    precedents, 

*  and  practice  of  hning,  or  imprisoning,  of 
'  Jurors  for  giving  their  verdicts,  are  il- 
'  legal.' 

Here  you  see  it  branded  in  parliament : 
Next  you  shall  see  it  formally  condemned 
on  a  solemn  argument  by  the  judges.  The 
case  [is]  thts  : 

At  the  sessions  for  XoK^ora,  Sept.  1670, 
William  i'sn,  and  William  Mead  (two  of 
the  people  commonly  called  Quaktrs)  were 
indicted,   *  for  that  they  with  others,  to 

*  the  number  of  three  hundred,  on  the  Itth 
'  Aui^.  22  Regis,  in  Grace-church  Street,  did 

*  with    force,   and  arms,   .5fc.  unlawfully, 

*  and  tumultuously,  assemble,  and  congre- 
'  gate   themselves    together,    to   the   dis- 

*  turbance  of  the  peace  ;  and  that  the  said 
'  William  Pen  did  thare  preach,  and  speak, 
'  to  the  said  Mead,  and  other  persons  in 
'  the  open  street ;  by  reason  whereof,  a 
'  great  concourse,  and  tumult,  of  people  in 
'  the  street  aforesaid  then,  and  there,  a 
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«  long  time,  did  remain,  and  continue,  in 

*  contempt  of  our  said  lord  the  king,  and 

*  of  his  law,  to  the  great  disturbance  of  liis 

*  peace,  to  the  great  terror  anddisturbance, 

*  of  many  of  his  i'miie  people,  and  subjects, 

*  to   the  ill  example  of  ail  others  in  the 

*  like  ease  ofienders,  and  against  the  peace 
'  of  our  said  lord  the  king,  his  crewn  and 

*  dignity/ 

The  prisoners  pleading  not  guilty,  it 
was  proved,  that  there  was  a  meeting  at 
the  time  in  the  indictment  mentioned,  in 
Grace-church- Sheet,  consisting  of  three  or 
four  hundred  people,  in  the  open  street : 
that  William  Pen  was  speaking,  or  preach- 
ing, to  them ;  but  what  he  said,  the  wit- 
nesses (who  were  officers  and  soldiers  sent 
to  disperse  them)  could  not  hear.^ — This 
was  the  effect  of  the  evidence  ;  which  Sir 
John  Howel,  the  then  recorder,  (as  I  find 
in  the  print  of  that  trial)  was  pleased  to 
sum  up  to  the  Jury,  in  these  words  : 

*  You  have  heard  what  the  indictment 

*  is ;  it  is  for  preaching  to  the  people  in 
'  *  the   street,   and   drawing   a   tumultuous 

'  company  after  them,  and   Mr.  Pc«  was 

*  speaking.     If  they  should  not  be  dis- 

*  turbed,  you  see  they  will  go  on.     There 

*  are  three,  or  four  witnesses  that  have 
'  proved  this — that  he  did- preach  there, 
'  that  Mr.  3Iead  did  allow  of  it.  After' 
'  this  you  have  hear^i  by  substantial  wit- 
«  nesses  what  is  said  against  them  :  Now 

*  WE  ARE  UPON  THE  MaTTKR  OF  Fa€T, 
'  WHICH  YOU  ARE  TO  KEEP  TO,  AND  OB- 
'  SERVE,  AS  WHAT  HATH  BEEN  FUI4.Y  SWORN, 

•'  AT  YOUR  PERIL.' 

This  trial  began  on  th-;  Saturday;  the 
Jury  retiring,  after  some  considerable 
time  spent  in  debate,  came  in,  and  gave 
this  verdict,—*  guilty  of  speaking  in  Grace- 
^  church  Street.'  At  which  the  court  was 
ofiend^d,  and  told  them,  they  *  had  &s 
'good  say  nothing  ;'    adding, — 'Was  it 

*  not  an  unlawful  assembly  ? — you  mean 
'  he  was  speaking  to  a  tumult  of  people 
"there.'''  Bu-t  the  foreman  saying,  what 
b«  had  delivered  was  all  he  had  in  com- 
mission;  and  others  of  them  affirming, 
that  they  allowed  of  no  such  words  as  an 
'  unlawful  assembly'  in  their  verdict ;  they 
were  sent  back  again,  and  then  brought  in 
a  verdict  in  writing  subscribed  with  all 
their  hands  in  these  words :  *  Wc,  the  Jurors 
'  hereof ternanied,  do  find  William  Pen,  to  he 

*  gailty  of  speaking,  or  preaching,  to  an  assvm- 
'  bly  met  together  in  Grace-church  Street, 
'  the   IMk  of  Aug.  1670.    And  William 

*  Meaci  tm  gmity  of  the  tuid  indictmenu' 
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*  This  the  court  resented  still  worse, 
and  therefore  sent  them  back  again,  and  . 
and  adjourned  till  tiunday  morning;  but 
then  too  they  insisted  on  the  same  verdict: 
so  the  com  t  adjourned  till  Monday  morn- 
ing ;  and  then  the  Jury  brought  in  the 
prii-oners  generally  *  not  guilty  ;'  which 
was  recorded,  and  allowed  of.  But  ira" 
mediately  the  court  fined  them  forty- 
marks  a  m?.n,  and  to  lie  in  prison  till  paid. 

Being  thus  in  custody,  Edw.  Bus/iell, 
one  of  the  said  Jurors,  on  the  ninth  of 
November  following,  brought  his  Habeas 
Corpus  in  the  court  of  Common-Fleas.  On 
which  the  sheriffs  of  London  made  return, 

*  That  he  was  detained  by  virtue  of  an 
'  order  of  sessions,  whereby  a  fine  of  forty 
'  marks  was  set  ujion  him,  and  eleven 
'  others,  particularly  named;  and  every  of 
'  them  being  Jurors  sworn  ,to  try  "the 
'  issues  joined  between  the  king,  and  Pen, 
'  and  Mead,  for  certeini  trespasses,  con- 
'  tempts,  unlawful  assertibiHes,  and  tumults, 
'  and  who  then,  and  there,  did  acquit  the 
'  said  Pen,  and  Mead,  of  the  same,  against 
'the  law  of; this  kingdom,  and  against 
'full,  and  manifest  evidence,  and  against 
'  the  direction  of  the  court  in  matter  of 
'  law,  of,  and  upon  the  premises  openly 
'  in  court  to  them  given,  and  declared  ; 

*  and  that  it  was  ordered  they  should  be 
'  nnprisoned  till  they  severally  paid  the 
'said  fine,  which  the  said  Busheli  not 
'  having  done,  the  same  was  the  cause  of 
'  his  caption  and  detention  f.' 

The  court  coming  to  debate  the  validity 
of  this  return,  adjudged  the  same  insuffi- 
cient: For,  1.  The  words, — '  against  full, 
'  and  manifest  evidence,'  was  too  general 
a  clause:  the  evidence  should  have  been 
fully,  and  particularly,  recked;  else  how 
shall  the  court  know  it  was  so  full  and 
evident  ?  they  have  now  only  the  judw- 
raent  of  the  sessions  for  it,  that  it  was  so : 
but  said  the  Judges,  'our  judgments  ought 
'  to  be  grounded  upon  our  own  inferences, 

*  Ncde,  Though  this  Jury  for  their  ex- 
cellent example  of  courage,' and  constancy, 
deserve  the  commendation  of  every  good 
Englishman;  yet,  if  they  bad  been  better 
advised,  they  might  have  brought  the  pri- 
soners in  not  guilty  at  first,  and  saved 
themselves  the  trouble,  and  inconvenien* 
cies  of  these  two  nights  restraint.  See 
State-Trials,  voh  II.  p.  606,  in  fol.  Vide 
note  t  to  page  700. 

t  See  BusheWa  Case  in  Vaiighan'i  fie*.^ 
ports  at  large. 
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■■  and  understandings,  and  not  upon  theirs. 

'2.  It  is  not  said,  that  tiiey  ac<|uitted  liie 
persons  indicted  against  full  ani  manit-st 
evidence,  corruptli/,  and  knowing  the  sn;J 
evidence  to  be  full  and  manifift.  For  other- 
wise it  can  be  no  crime  ;  for  that  may 
seem  full,  and  manifest,  to  the  court, 
which  does  not  appear  so  to  the  Jury. 

3.  The  other  part  of  the  return,  viz. 
That  *  the  Jury  had  acquitted  tlwse  in- 
'  dieted,  against  the  direction  of  the  court 
*  in  matter  of  law/  was  also  adjudged  to 
be  nought,  and  unreasonable ;  and  the  fin- 
ing the  Juries  for  giving  their  verdict  in 
any  case  concluded  to  be  illegal,  for  the 
several  reasons  before  recited,  and  other 
authorities  of  law  urged  to  that  purpose  ; 
and  all  the  precedents,  and  allegations, 
brought  to  justify  the  fine,  and  commit- 
ment, solidly  answered.  Whereupon  the 
chief  justice  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  '  That  the  cause  of  cojnmitntatt  was 
'  insiifficknt ;'  and  accordingly  the  said 
Busliell,  and  other  his  fellow  prisoners, 
were  discharged,  and  left  to  the  common 
law  for  remedy  and  reparation  of  the  da- 
mages, by  that  tortuous  illegal  imprison- 
ment, sustained.  , 
■  Which  case  is  (amongst  others)  reported 
-by  that  learned  judge  Sir  John  Vaughan,  at 
-that  time  lord  chief  justice  of  the  Common- 
rPleas;  setting  forth  all  the  arguments, 
reasons,  and  authorities,  on  which  the 
court  proceeded  therein  :  from  which  I 
have  extracted  most  of  the  reasons  which 
I  before  recited  for  this  point,  and,  for  the 
greatest  part,  in  the  very  words  of  that 
reverend  author. 

Jurym.  This  resolution  hath,  one  would 
think,  (as  you  said)  knocked  this  illegal 
practice  on  the  head,  beyond  any  possibi- 
lity of  revival ;  but  may  it  not  one  day  be 
denied  to  be  law,  and  the  contrary  jus- 
tified } 

liarr.  No  such  thing  can  be  done  with- 
out apparently  violating,  and  subverting, 
all  law,  justice,  and  modesty  :  for  though 
the  precedent  itself  be  valuable,  and  with- 
out further  enquiry  is  wont  to  be  allowed, 
when  given  thus  deliberately  upon  solemn 
debateby  the  whole  court;  yet,  it  is  not 
only  that,  but  the  sound,  substantial,  and 
everlasting  reosojw,  whereon  they  grounded 
such  their  resolves,  that  will,  at  all  times, 
■yiistify  fining  of  Juries  in  such  cases  to  be 
jHegal.  Besides,  as  the  reporter  was  most 
considerable,  both  in  his  quality  as  lord 
chief  justice,  aad  for  his  parts,  soundness 
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of  yidgment,  and  deep  learning  ui  the 
law  :  so  such  his  book  of  Reports  is  ckp- 
proved,  and  recommended  to  the  world, 
(as  appears  by  the  page  next  after  the 
epistle.)  by  the  right  honourable  the  pre- 
sent lord  chancellor  of  E/ii:/«/i(f;  Sir  fVil' 
Ham  Scroggs,  now  lord  chief  ju.stice  of 
England;  my  lord  Norch,  chief  jusiice  of 
the  Common  I'leas;  and,  in  a  woid,  by  all 
the  judges  o(  England  at  the  timr  of  pub- 
lishing thereof;  so  that  it  cannot  be  ima- 
gined how  any  book  can  challenge  greater 
authority,  unless  we  should  exp*'ct  it  to 
be  particularly  confirmed  by  act  of  par- 
liament. 

Jurt/m.  You  have  answered  all  my  S(:ru= 
pies;  and  since  I  seethe  law  has'm«(deso 
good  provision  for  Jurymen's'  privilt^ges, 
and  safety  :  God  forbid  any  Jurvman 
should  be  of  so  base  a  temper,  as  to  befrjry 
that,  otherwise,  impregnable  fortress, 
wherein  the  law  hath  placed  him  to  pre- 
serve, and  defend,  the  just  rights,  and 
liberties  of  his  country,  by  treacherously 
surrendering  the  same  into  the  hands  of 
violence,  or  oppression,  though  maskeil 
under  ever  so  fair  stratagems  and  pre- 
tences. For  my  own  part,  I  shall  notnoir 
decline  to  appear  according  to  my  sun>- 
mons  ;  and  therefore  (though  I  fear  I  have 
detained  you  too  long  already)  shall  desire 
a  little  more  of  your  direction  about  the 
office  of  a  Juryman  in  particular,  that  I 
may  uprightly,  and  honestly,  discharge 
the  same. 

Barr.  Though  I  think,  frorh  what  we 
have  discoursed,  being  digested,  and  im- 
proved, by  your  own  reason,  you  may 
sufficiently  inform  yourself;  yet,  to  gra- 
tify your  request,  I  shall  add  a  few  brief, 
remarks,  as  well  of  what  you  ought  cau- 
tiously to  avoid,  as  what  you  must  dili- 
gently pursue,  and  '-egard,  if  you  would 
justly,  and  truly,  do  your  daty. 

First,  As  to  what  you  must  avoid. 

1.  I  am  very  confident,  that  you  would 
iiot  willingly  violate  the  oath  which  you 
take :  but  it  is  possible  that  there  are 
such,  who  as  frequently  break  them  as 
take  them,  through  their  careless  custom  on 
the  one  hand  or  slavish  fear  ou  the  other  ; 
against  whom  I  would  fully  caution  you  c 
that  you  may  defend  yourself,  ami  others, 
against  any  tnemies  of  your  country's  li- 
berties, and  happiness,  and  keep  a  good 
conscience  towards  God,  and  towards  man. 
(To  be  continued.) 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Jup.jLEE  Dollars. 1  am  very  unwil- 
ling to  enter  at  large  upon  the  subject 
of  the  paper  depreciation,  uiitii  after  the 
discussion  has  taken  place,  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Bullion  Report.  1  wish  to  hear  the  reme- 
dies, which  the  Bullion  Report  Gentleraen 
have  in  store  for  us.  I  wish  also  to  hear 
the  statements  and  reasoning  on  the  other 
side.  I  hai'e,  in  my  Letters,  entitled, 
"  PAPER  AGAINST  GOLD,"  already 
brought  the  history  of  the  Bank  and  its 
paper  and  the  papei'-money  system  down 
to  the  time  of  the  Salisbmy  Bunkniptci/ ; 
and,  in  the  letters  which  are  to  coruc,  I 
shall  endeavour  to  peint  out  to  my  readers 
vjkat  xvill yet  happen  to  that  famous  system. 
But,  first,  let  rae  hear  what  the  siitics?nen 
in  parliament  have  to  say.  I  have  heard 
M»'-  HusKXoSON  and  Siu  John  Sin'clair,  in 
their  maudling  jiampbiets  ;  I  have  heard 
them  as  authors;  I  b^ve  heard  them  as 
spoilers  of  paper ;  I  have  heard  them  as 
labourers  for  the  trunk-makers  and  grocers 
and  chandlers.  I  now  wish  to  hear  them 
as  lawgivers.  An'l,  when  I  have  so  heard 
them,  I  will  send  forth  my  work  as  tlie  re- 
cord of  ni]/  opinjcr.s  ;  and  then  leave  it  to 

time  to  decide  between  us. But,  in  the 

mean  w^hile,  I  cannot  refrain  from  oirerin;^  i 
to  my  readers  some  few  desultory  remariis 
upon  what  is  actually  passing,  lest  the 
thing  should  slip  through  mi/ fingers ;  for 
events  are  crowding  so  fast  upon  us,  that 
there  is  no  knoiving,  and  scarcely  any 
guessing,   what  n»ay  take  place  in  each 

succeeding   month. Oh!     that   "the 

"great  statesman  now  no  raore'^  was  still 

with  us! It  is  stated,  in  the  Morning 

Chronicle  of  Monday,  the  ii5th  instant, 
that  the  Dollar  Token  sold,  on  Saturday,  the 
23 rd  instant,  at  for  shillings  and  eight-pence, 
and  that   Gold  sold  on   the  same  day  at 

Five  Pounds  an  oua^e. Now,  if  this  be 

true,  as  I  suppose  it  is,  the  Dollar  sells  for 
14-pence  more  than  its  Sterling  value. 
The  army,  when  I  was  in  it,  abroad,  used 
to  be  paid  in  Dollars  (Spanish  Dollars),  at 
the  rate  of  +s.  Sd,  a  dollar;  but,  when 
we  reckoned  in  English  monei/,  er  Sterling, 


we  reckoned  the  Dollar  at  4s.  Qd.,  which, 
indeed,  was,  and  is,  its  real  sterling  x'alue; 
so  that,  as  I  said  before,  the  Dollar,  as 
pitted  against  our  paper,  has  now  risen 
1 5.  2d.  in  its  value;  or,  which  is  the 
same  thing,   the  paper  has/aWen  in  value 

in    that  same    proportion. Gold,   the 

Morning  Chronicle  says,  is  worth,  in  our 
p^per,  five  pounds  an  ounce.  Its  value,  in 
the  same  paper,  used  to  be  about  o£'3. 
17*.  Qd.  But,  the  best,  because  the 
clearest  way  of  stating  this,  is,  to  take  the 
v»?orth  of  a  potmd  weight  of  gold,  at  this 
new  rate,  and  compare  it  with  the  worth 
of  a  pound  weight  of  guineas,  at  their  pre- 
.sent  K0»j2?j«/ value.  £.     s.    d, 

A  pound  weight  of  Gold  (12 

ounces)  at  c£'.5  an  ounce  ...  60  0  O 
A  pound   weight  of  guineas 

(44  guineas  and  y  weighing 

a  pound)  at  215.  each  ......  46   14     6 
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Thus,  you  see,  reader,  the  44f  guineas  will 
pass,  in  common  payment,  for  only  .£,46 
14s.  Gd.;  but,  if  sold  as  gold  by  weight, 
will  fetch  £.60;  so  that,  by  the  latter 
mode  of  disposing  of  them,  they  would 
fetch  £.\3  5s.  Od.  more  than  by  passing 

them,  in  common  payment ! This  is  a 

matter  of  infinitely  more  importance  than 
the  event  for  which  the  Park  and  Tower 

guns  have  been  firing, If  a  man  were 

to  receive  44^  guineas  in  payment  of  a 
debt  to  'that  amount,  he  might,  at  this 
rate,  immediately  clear  o£'.13  5s.  6d.  by 
selling  them  by  weight.  And,  is  it,  then, 
any  wonder  at  all,  that  no  guineas  are  to  be 

seen  ? If  Gold  be  worth  £.5  an  ounce, 

the  Guinea  is  worth  27  s.  all  but  a  fraction 
of  less  than  a  haifpennj'-,  and,  of  course, 
the  half  guinea  is  wor'h  liis.  6d. 
While  this  is  the  case,  will  any  man  pay 
a  debt  in  guineas  or  half  guineas  or  even 
seven  shilling  pieces,  if  he  can  avoid  it? 
Countrj/  Bank  Notes  must,  I  am  aware,  be 
paid  in  Gold  or  Silver  of  standard  weight, 
if  people  choose  to  demand  and  insist 
upon  it;  but,  then,  the  consequence  soon 
must  be  a  protecting  law,  or,  as  it  is  called, 
^restriction  act  3  or,  the  whole  of  the  Bank- 
2  C 


ing  concern  must  go  t^  pieces  in  a  month, 
or  less  time.-— — It'  what  the  Morning 
ChrouitU  stales  be  correct ;  if  the  IJoliar 
bfi  rerilly  sold  at  5s.  8d.  and  the  ounce  ot 
Gold  at  of.5,  the  rise  in  the  price  of  Gold 
ami  Srlver  has  kept  a  pretty  even  pace  ; 
fur,  the  4  Dollars,  which  are  worth  18s. 
Sterling,  are  now  worlh,  in  our  paper, 
J! A  2s.  B(i.;  while  the  Guinea,  which  is 
worth  2ls.  Stiriing,  is  worth,  in  the  same 

paper,  27  siuUings  all   but  a  fraction. 

Thus,  if  voir  pit  real  money  against  paper- 
moiiey,  you  see  how  truly  you  arrive  at 
the'  value,   and    th 

latter.— — It  will  be  seen  by  a  reference 
to  my  last  Number,  at  page  fiSI,  that  the 
price  of  the  Dollars  was  raised,  by  the 
Bank  and  Privy  Council,  becanse  they 
were  worth  more  than  bs-  for  which  they 
nominally  passed.  •■  To  prevent  their  being 
•*  iV7tfidratvn  from  circulation,"  the  addi- 
li<>Hal  Qd.  was  put  upon  tlveir  nominal 
vakie.  Buc,  if  it  be  true,  that  they  have 
already  risen  to  bs.  Sd.  this  notable 
scheme  has  failed.  Indeed,  it  would  be 
very  surprizing  if  it  did  not  fail  ;  for,  who 
could  imagine,  that  the  rise  would  slop 
there  ?  Every  one  who  had  dollars  or  any 
^ecie  of  due  weight  and  fineness  would 
k-eep  them,  of  course,  to  the  last  moment 
of  necessity  ;  a;tid,  it  would  nattua'ly  fol- 
loiT,  that  the  Dollar  would  take  another 
rise  in  price.  In  short,  it  is  no  matter 
what  value  the  Bank  fixes  upon  the  Dollars. 
BsJ  it  what  it  may,  they  will  rise  against 
their  paper,  and  that  from  causes  so  obvi- 
ous that,  even  if  it  did  not  lend  rue  into 
that  which  I  wish,  for  the  |>respnt,  to 
avoid,  it  would  be  almost  useless  to  stale 

them. What,  then,  is  to  be  done  ?     I 

have  heaixl  of  a  scheme  of  making  guineas, 
or  pieces  of  gold  rather,  worth  17  s.  and 
issuing  them  at  21  s.  Thi^  would  do  no- 
thing for  a  duration.  It  would  be  a  mere 
temporary  expedient ;  for  the  gold  to 
make  these  pieces  of  must  be  purchased 
with  notes^;  and,  in  the  course  of  a  very 
little  tim?,  the  pieces  would  rise  against 
the  notes,  and  then  they  would  begin  to 

disappear  from  circulation. It  appears 

to  me,  therefore,  that  we  must  have  sinall 
notes  to  supply  the  place  of  small  gold  coin 
and  the  I)ollars ;  and,  as  to  the  current 
ahillings  and  sixpences,  they  do  not  weigh 
lauch  above  half  the  standard  weight  of 
those  coins,  and  are  for  the  most  part 
debased  into  the  bargain.  A  supply  of 
•these  may,  therefore,  be  kept  up,  per- 
j^aps  ;  but,  light  and  base  as  they  are, 
th«y  will,   ii»  bc4?h  resjxects,  continue  to 
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'Small  notes,  however,  appear  to 
me  to  be  unavoidable  ;  for,  whatever  be 
ihf>  nominal  value  of  the  gold  in  silver 
coin,  it  must  continue  to  raise  against  any 
paper  not  convertible  into  gold  and  silver. 
What  turn  the  thing  will  take  in  the  end, 
I  shall  not  here  give  my  opinion,  or  rather 
repeat,  my  opinion  of.  And,  indeed,  *'  suf- 
"  ficient  unto  the  day/\&lhe  evil  thereof;" 
for,  what  an  effect  mtst  even  the  present 
rise  of  the  Dollar,  so  palpable  as  the 
tiling  is,  have  upon  all  the  pecuniary 
transactions  of  the  country  ?  The  annuitant 
depreciation:,  of  the  orthe/anrf/ort/,  who,  last  week  only,  received 
his  annuity  or  rent,  in  paper  of  which  a 
pound  was  worth  4  dollars,  now  receives 
it  in  paper  a  pound  of  which  is  worth  only  3 
Dollars  and  about  |  of  another  Dollar. 
Suppose  a  man  to  receive  an  annuity  ALL 
IN  DOLLARS  ;  and  suppose  his  annuity 
to  be  c£.  100.  Last  week  he  vvould  have 
received  c£.400  Dollars  for  his  ^f.lOO  an- 
nuity ;  but  now  he  would  get  only  362 
Dollars  and  about  |  of  another  Del  lav  for 

the    same    ^.100    annuity. What    a 

thing  is  this  1  What  a  situation  are  all  au- 
vuilants  and  landlords  now  placed  in  ? 
What  a  prospect ;  ah  !  what  a  prospect 
for  those,  whose  means  of  existence  zv&  to 
come  from  sources  of_^xed  nominal  amount'. 
It  is  not  only  public  fund-holders  who  will 
be  atfected,  but  all  annuitants  of  every 
description  ;  and,  what  a  prospect  is  here 
for  the  parent,  who  has  been  pinching 
himself  for  yr.vis  in  order  to  make  a  pro- 
vision for  his  children  to  come  from  some 
INSURANCE  COMPANY  !  What  a  pros- 
pect for  parents  and  husbands !  What  a 
prospect  for  helpless  widows  and  still  raofe 
helpless  children  ! — The  father,  who  has 
been  purchasing  reversions  with  money 
at  4s.  {yd,  the  dollar,  would,  if  the  time  for 
payment  were  come,  see  his  child  receive 
his  annuity  in  dollars  at  5s.  Qd.  with  all 
the  daily  dread  of  another  and  another 
addition  to  the  nominal  amount  of  the 
coin,  and,  of  course,  another  and  another 
diminution  of  the  i-eal  value  of  the  rever- 
sion or   annuit}'. Well,  but  they  have 

done  this  with  their  et/es  open.  It  is  the  work 
of  their  own  bands.  Yes:  so  it  is;  and,  when 
I  consider  how  often  I  have  warned  them  of . 
it  for  the  last  seven  years,  and  how  oftenl 
have  been  abused  formy-pains,  I  must  say, 
that  they  have^  little  claim  to  my  compas- 
sion. I  told  them  of  their  danger,  and 
they  would  gladly  have  tied  me  to  the 
stake  and  l>urnt  me-  for  it.  But,  for  their 
children  I  must  feel.  Miserable  as  is  the 
lot  of  the  ekildren  of  many   labourinj 
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nien>  it  is  enviable  compared  with  that  of 
tlios©  who  have  to  depend  upon  ciny  an- 
nuities other  than  such  as  are  secured  npon 
land.  ■■  ■  This  state,  or  rathp r,  continual 
progrcKs,  of  our  currency,  naturally  lersd 
one  to  cousi<ier  what  will  be  it:«  ciFect 
upori.  agriculture,  the  prosperity  of  which 
in  ger>^fal,  depends,  in  so  great  a  de- 
gree, upon  the  letting  of  Leases.  The 
Morning  CHRONrcLE  of  the  'i^rd  ins'ant, 
has  an  article  upon  this  subject,  wiiicli  1 
cannot  refrain  from  inserting,  and  that 
for  reasons   which  v%ill    appeat   hereafter. 

-"  It  becomes  a  most  interestiitg  ques- 

"  tion  to  the  Laud-Owners  while  they  are 
**  discussing  the  restrictions  on  the  sale  of 
"Corn  by  the  substitution  of  sugar,  to 
*'  coiiaider  also  the  consequences  of  tlie 
''depreciation  of  Currency.— It  lias  lii- 
*•  therto  been  the  test  of  an  honourable 
<*  Country  Gentleman,  that  he  has  grant- 
"  ed  leases  for  a  term  that  would  justify 
**  and  secure  his  tenant  in  improving  his 
"  land,  as  it  has  been  the  pi-ooc'  of  a  narrow- 
"  sighted  or  of  a  depraved  landlord,  to  keep 
<*  his  tenant  in  constant  terror,  or  in  po- 
*'  sitive  slavery.  This  remark  will  be  ve- 
'*  rifled  by  looking  at  the  ditFerence  be- 
"  tween  the  lands  of  liberal  and  of  sordid 
*♦  owners;  and  is  one  of  the  solid  argu- 
*'  ments  against  all  collegiate  and  cor- 
"  porate  property,  where  leases  are  so 
"limited  as  to  be  an  interdict  oil  real 
'*  cultivation. — But  if  the  agriculture  of 
•*  the  country  i^  to  be  interfered  and  tam- 
**  pered  with  by  boons  to  distant  colonies 
**  (which  though  they  are  ours  to-day,  may 
*'  be  independent  of  us  to-morrow),  how 
*f  can  the  tenant  ofter  a  fair  price  for  land  : 
*'  -—And  if  the  depreciation  of  money 
'-*  shall  conliniue  with  the  same  rapidity 
♦^  that  it  has  done  for  some  time  past,  how 
'*  can  any  landlord,  with  justice  to  bis  fa- 
"  mily,  ask  a  fixed  price  for  his  land  t — 
**  The  one-pound  note,  which  was  worth 
'*  twenty  shillings  a  week  ago,  is  worth 
"  but  eighteen  shillings  this  week.  Ad- 
"  mit  the  principle  that  a  private  banking 
"  company,  or  a  committee  of  coin,  can 
f*  cut  ofF  ten  per  cent,  from  the  value  of 
"'  money.  ;  or,  in  otber  words,  lay  a  tax 
'<  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  income  both  of 
"landlord  and  tenant,  withoiit  the  con- 
"  Gurrence  of  Parliament,  and  how  can  any 
«  rational  man  calculate  for  tlie  future  ? 
"  Admit  the  principle,  and  the  evil  may 
'f  be  carried  to  any  extent.  Ten  per  cent. 
'(  this  month  may  require  twenty  per  cent; 
"  next  month.  Nay,  the  principle  leads 
/J  ba  bhe  coHsequence  j    for  now  that  the 


"  public  have  been  tauf;;lit  t©  b«!'eve.  l-littt 
"  it  is  possihle  foi>  thii  Bank  to  aht:r  the 
"  dcncvminniinn  of  the  tni\y  sp*;cies  o( 
"coin  which  they  give  f<>r  their  paper, 
"  they  art"  pneourug<?d  to  believ«ihat  ib^Y 
"  may  hoiird  specie  v/ith.  a  profit  ;  and 
"  the  very  cure  will  thus  aggravate  the 
"  evH.-^But  how  can  the  honourable 
"land  owner^vvho  fteis  that  his  own 
"interest,  the  interest  of  his  tenant,  and 
"  the  iiitere.n  of  bis  CfHiiilry,  ar;;  al!  united 
"  and  inse|KUT»ble^ — how  can  he  save  hini- 
"  self,  ar.d  yet  preserve  the  just  policy  of 
"  a  patriot  EiiglishntiLin.^  How  can  he  grant 
*'  a  long  lease  at  a  fixed  rent,  with  nfuUing 
''  currcncj/  ?  A  corn  rent  is  subject  to  in- 
<'  cessant  dkputes.  We  vi\r-h  to  know  if 
"  a  gentleRian  can  fix  a  bullion  rent  ;  that 
"  is,  a  rent  of  a  certain  number  of  or.nces 
"  ofstandard  gold  or  silver  r  Or  whether  any 
"  rentcouid  be  fixed  by  the  price  of  labou^s- 
"  forthe  year?  Somcthingmustbedonenow 
"  that  clipping  and  debasing  are  begun  by 
"  authority.  And  we  throw  out  the  queries 
"  for  the  ct)nsideratiun  of  the  respectable 
"  body  of  Gentlemen  who  are  to  meet  this 
"  da}'  Jor  the  protection  of  the  Agricultureof 

''  the  Kingdom." As  to  the  "  respectable 

"  body  of  gendemai"  here  alluded  to,  I 
shall  notice  them  by-and-by,  and  examine 
alittle,  v,  hether  t'.i'Mr  present  conduct  as  to 
the  question  of  Corn  against  Si(gar,  agrees  so 
vtry  well  with  the  sentiments  of /^iera^zVy 
ascribed  to  them  in  the  above  article.  But, 

first,  as  to  LKASEs. Certainly    no    nioti' 

with  eyes  in  his  head  and  with  brains  in 
his  skull  would  let  a  kase  for  any  lengthof 
time  in  the  present  state  of  our  currency. 
But,  where  must  hsve  been  the  senses  of 
aiiy  landholder,  who  has  let  a  long  lease, 
without  an  intention  to  sell  upon  it,  for  the 
last  13  years.?  Aye,  or  fur  the-  Icat  -i4\> 
years?  i  do  not  pity  any  man  who- has  hX 
a  long  lease,  or,  inderd,  any  h^as«  at 
all,  durin^;  the  last  13  year?,  that  is  to 
say,  since  the  stoppage  at  the  Bank,  unkss 
he  was  firmly  resolved  to  demand  and  ob- 
tain his  rent  in  specie,  which,  however, 
as   the    law   yet   stands,  any  man  may  do. 

The   IvlouNii^G   Chronicle  seems  to 

consider  the  recent  circumstance  of  the 
rise  in  the  nominal  value  of  the  Dollar  as 
a  cause  for  alarm  with  Landlords.  But, 
how  long  ago  did  I  take  pains  to  cantian 
Landlorils  against  that  which,  apparentljr, 
they  now  s«e  ? There  is,  in  fact,  no- 
ticing finv  to  be  said  upon  the  subject'  of 
our  Paper-fponey  or  its  consequences*  f 
have-  pointed  out  all  its  consequences  long" 
and  long  figo-j-  andj  if  *li^  rea^Jef  will  t«rp 
2  C  2 
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to  the  Villli  Volume  oltlic  Kcgislcr,  page 
30^,  he  will  thertvs,ce  the  wliole  subject  of 
leases  and  the  inipediuitDts  to  the  granting 
oF  them,  fully  discussed.  He  will  see  it 
iioticed,  that  thf  Surveyors  of  liie  Board 
of  Agriculture  had  made  vtry  bilter  ob- 
servations upon  Landlords  ior  not  grant- 
ing leases;  that  they  had  complained  of 
*'  strong  and  unreasonable  prejudices  against 
*'  granting  leases  ;■"  and  that  they  l)ad 
thrown  out  hints  pointing  pretty  directly 
towards  the  necessity  of  a  law  to  compel 
lu7idlords  to  let  leases.  With  these  gentle- 
men I  expostulated,  and  prayed  them  not, 
in  their  zeal  for  the  farmer,  to  lose  all  com- 
passion for  the  land-owner  and  his  children, 
whom  I  implored  them  not  to  force  into 
the  workhouse,  to  live  upon  the  poor  rates 
collected  from  their  tenants The  con- 
clusion of  this  article  I  will  here  repeat; 
and,  then  the  reader  will  be  able  to  judge, 
whether   any  thing  new  is  to  be  said  upon 

the  subject. "  Wheatley   excepts  the 

"  landholders  from  those  who  sufTer  on 
♦'  account  of  the  depreciation  of  money  ; 
"  because,  says  he,  they  can  raise  their 
"  rents  to  keep  pace  with  the  depreciation. 
*'  Very  true ;  and  precisely  for  that  rea- 
"  son  it  is,  that  they  will  now  let  their 
*'  lands  only  from  year  to  year.  Prev  ious 
*'  to  the  year  1793  (for  it  was  not  till  then 
"  that  the  rapid  depreciation  of  money 
"  began)  landlords  had  no  objection  to  let 
"long  leases;  because,  as  will  be  per- 
"  ceived  by  the  progress  in  the  rise  of 
"  prices  above  exhibited,  even  a  twenty- 
"  one  years'  lease  produced  but  a  slight 
*'  falling  off  in  the  real  value  of  their  rents; 
"but,  when  the  man  who  had  granted  a 
"  twenty-one  years'  lease  in  the  year  1780 
"  found,  in  1793,  that  his  rent,  though  it 
"  preserved  its  nominal  value,  was  really 
"  worth  little  more  than  half  as  much  as  it 
"  was  when  he  let  his  farm;  when  he  per- 
"  ceived,  that  other  farms  of  the  same 
"  value,  now  let  for  twice  as  much  as  he 
**  was  receiving  for  his;  when  he  perceiv- 
"  ed,  that  while  he  was  daily  sinking  into 
"  poverty,  his  tenant  was  swelling  into 
*'  riches,  and  only  waiting  for  the  moment 
*'  to  ride  over  him;  he  began  to  inquire 
"  into  the  cause,  and,  when  the  lease  ex- 
"  pired,  took  good  care  not  to  grant  ano- 
"  ther  for  above  two  or  tluee  ye^rs  at 
"  most.  Some  landlords  have  continued 
"  to  grant  leases ;  and  there  will  be  still 
*'  some  found  to  do  it  for  a  year  or  two 
*' longer  perhaps.  Habit  is  very  power- 
"  ful ;  and,  besides,  the  cause  is  not  well 
"  enough  undtrstood  to  prevent,  all  lanU- 


"  lords  from  believing,  that  a  good  swing- 
"  ing  addition  to  tlie  old  rent  will  secure 
"  them  for  the  next  1+  or  21  years.  But, 
"  if  the  present  system  of  finance  be  pur- 
"  sued,  this  purblind  slate  will  soon  go  ofi^": 
"  the  consequences  will  become  visible  to 
"  the  dullest  eyes:  and  then,  as  Mr.  Kent 
"  says,  the  landlord  will,  indeed,  as  soon 
"  alienate  the  fee  sim[>lo  of  his  estate  as 

"  demise  it  for  a  term  of  years. Such, 

"  then,  though  the  Agricultural  Surveyors 
"  do  not  appear  to  have  obtained  even  a 
"  glimpse  of  it,  is  the  real  cause  of  the 
"  refusal,  on  the  part  of  landlords,  to  grant 
"  leases,  which  refusal  is  stated  to  be,  and 
"  undoubtedly  is  the  most  powerful  impe- 
"  dinient  to  agricultural  industry.  Ami 
"  how  comes  it  that  it  has  never  attracted 
"  the  attention,  or,  at  least,  never  engaged 
"  the  deliberative  faculties,  of  parliament  ? 
"  It  certainly  is  not,  because  it  lies  too 
"  deep  for  discovery,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
"  because  it  is  too  obvious.  The  moment 
"  the  fact  is  ascertained,  that  the  landlord*. 
"  refuse  any  longer  to  grant  lease.?,  the 
"  mind  of  every  intelligent  man  traces 
"  back  the  effect  to  its  efficient  and  only 
"  cause.  But,  where  is  the  remedy  ?  Who 
"shall  remove  that  cause?  The  impedi- 
"  tnent  to  agricultural  industry  is  found  in 
"  the  refusal  to  grant  leases ;  that  refusal 
"  in  the  rapid  depreciation  of  money ;  thaC 
"  depreciation  in  the  excessive  quantity 
"  of  paper-currency ;  that  currency  in 
"  the  stoppage  of  cash  payments ;  that 
"  stoppage  in  the  immense  sums  quar- 
"  terly  demanded  inpayment  of  the  interest 
"  on  the  national  debt.  "  Hah  I"  methinks 
"  1  hear  some  Pittilc  exclaim,  in  the  hol- 
"  low  voice  of  a  tragedy  hero,  "beware 
"  how  you  touch  the  vitals  of  your  coun- 
"  try  !"  If  sudi  be  her  vitals,  1  would  not 
"  slake  much  upon  her  existence  for  ano- 
"  ther  four  yearn,  cither  of  war  or  peace. 
"  Yet  this  is  rcnlly  the  notion,  which  al- 
"  most  all  men  of  all  parties  appear  to 
"  have  adopted.  When  a  demand  is  made 
"  for  money,  the  mode  of  raising  it  is  the 
"only  subject  of  censure  or  criticism; 
"  and,  when  tiie  minister  is  driven  hard 
"  upon  that  head  ;  - "  Well,"  says  be, 
""shew  me  a  better  way:  if  not  you 
"  "  cannot  find  fault  that  I  pursue  this,  for 
"  "  I  tell  you  that  so  much  must  be  got^- 
"  "  or  I  cannot  pay  the  interest  of  the  na« 
"  "  tional  debt."  To  pat  an  end  to  the* 
"  payment  of  that  interest;  to  suspend 
"  the  payment  during  war;  even  to  re* 
"  duce  it  in  amount ;  never  seems  to 
"  come,  for  one  nwmenti   athwart  the: 
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"  mind  of  any  mian.  To  hear  people  talk 
"  upon  lliis  subject,  a  total  stranger  to  our 
"  situation  and  circumstances,  would  think 
"  the  national  debt  to  be  sometliing  ,be- 
"  longing  to  the  soil  or  the  atmosphere  of 
"  the  country.  We  look  at  its  progress 
"  with  apprehension  and  even  with  terror; 
**  but  we  seem  to  wait  for  its  iinal  clii:'cts 
*^  vyith  that  sort  of  feeling  that  male- 
"  factors  wait  for  the  djy  of  execuiiun. 
"  Here!  here!  and  no  where  else,  is  the 
"  canker-worm  that  is  eating  out  the 
*' heart  of  England  !  And  till  that  ever- 
*'  gnawing  worm  be  killed,  one  moment's 

■"  real  peace  she  will  never  know." - 

This  was  published  on  the  23rd  of  Fe- 
bruary, J  805 ;  so  that,  if  landlords  have 
let  any  leases  since  that  time,  it  was  not 
for  want  of  a  warning.  I  remember,  that 
I  was  most  outrageou^iIy  abused  for  saying 
this.  I  was  accused  of  all  sorts  of  mis- 
fhievous  ititcntions  by  some ;  others  called 
pie  a  madman;  while  many  more  had  the 
charity  to  impute  my  notions  to  my  ipio- 
rance,  and  were  sorry  to  see  me  dabbling 
in  matters  out  of  my  depth.  I  shall  not 
easily  forget  those  times,  and  it  will  re- 
quire the  actual  sight  of  some  very  sub 
stantial  misery  to  make  me  feel  much 
compassion  for  those  who  then  caluinni- 
ated  me,  and  endeavoured  to  render  me 
an  object  of  public  reproach  ;  nor  must 
they  be  at  all  surprized  if  I  laugh  in 
my  turn.  — —  Whoever  has,  since  that 
lime,  let  leases  of  their  lands,  have  done 
it  in  despite  of  reason.  They  have  done 
it  in  contempt  of  my  warnings;  and, 
really,  I  should  not  be  much  surprized,  if 
some  of  them  had  done  it  out  of  pure  con- 
tradiction to  me.  Much  good  may  it  do 
them  !  They  spared  no  pains  to  impute 
my  opinions,  or  my  writings,  upon  this 
subject,  to  motives  w'fiich  were  likely  to 
excite  a  prejudice  in  the  public  mind 
against  me;  they  wanted  not  the  will  (the 
far  greater  part  of  them)  to  answer  me 
with  a  stiletto  if  they  had  not  been  too 
great  cowards  to  use  it;  they  would,  if 
they  could  with  safely,  have  cut  my 
throat  and  drank  my  blood,  merely  be- 
cause I  foretold  what  was  coming.  Well, 
then,  much   good   may  the   dear  Dollar 

do  them,  say   I. My  opinion  is,  that 

we  shall  soon  see  smaU  notes ;■  I  mean  105. 
and  5  s.  notes,  and  this  seems  to  me  to  be 
the  only  way  in  which,  without  the  total 
destruction  of  the  paper-money,  change 
«an  be  procured,  unless  in  the  light  and 
base-metal  shillings  and  sixpences,  which 
it  is  death  to  make  j  for,  as  I  said  before. 
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put  what  price  you  will  upon  the  coins  in 
circulation,  they  will  (if  made  of  pure 
metal)  soon  disappear,  because  i\\efaHof 
i/je paper  keeps,  and  must  keep,  an  exactly 
even  pace  with  the  rise  in  coin,  though  the 
issuers  of  the  late  Notice  seem  not  to  have 
perceived  it.  If  the  Dollar  was,  to-morrow, 
to  be  made  pass  for  a /jownd,  still- it  wouM 
riseabovetheone pound  note,  andvvouldsell 
for  more.  So  that,  for  this  and  every  other 
reason,   it  appears  to  me  that  all  must  be 

paper  before  it  be  long. Amongst  other 

fijccd  incomes  are  the  salaries  of  Judges  and 
other  folks  belonging  to  the  government. 
Will  these  be  raised  to  meet  the  effects  of 
the  depreciation  in  the  currency,  as  Mr. 
Chalmers's  was,  some  years  ago,  at  the 
very  time  th*t  he  was  maintaining  that 
the  currency,  in  which  he  was  paid,  had 
not  depreciated  ?  I  ask,  will  these  salaries 
be  raised  ?  Suppose  a  Judge  to  receive 
his  salary  in  dollars,  it  is  manifest  that  he 
will  receive  about  one  in  ten  less  this  year 
tlian  he  received  last  year.  It  is  just  the 
san)e  in  effect,  whether  he  be  paid  in  dol- 
lars or  in  paper-money.  Will,  ttien,  the 
nominal  amount  of  his  salary  be  raised  ? 
This  is  what  I  should  be  glad  to  know. 
If  it  be,  the  salaries  of  other  persons,  em- 
ployed and  paid  by  the  government,  will, 
of  course,  be  raised.  The  salaries  of 
Secretaries,  Lords  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  rest,  Clerks,  and  the  whole  of  that 
very  formidable  number  of  persons.  Pen- 
sions, of  course,  and  Sinecures  will  follow; 
and,  in  that  case,  the  rise  will  naturally 
reach  the  Navy  and  the  Army. — —Whether 
any  salaries  will  or  will  not>be  raised,  or 
whether  they  ought  or  ought  not,  is  what 
I  shall  not  now  discuss;  but,  if  any  be, 
the  rise  must,  I  think,  be  general.  — - 
This  is  a  matter  for  pretty  serious  reflec- 
tion ;  but,  at  any  rate,  I  am  happy  in  re- 
membering, that  the  Jacobins  and  Lerellers 
(that  is  to  say,  the  Parliamentary  Reformers)  ' 
have  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter. 
There  are  the  two  Parties,  who  have 
both  been  in  power.  The  thing  is  wholly 
theirs  between  them.  Both  pursued  the 
same  system.  Both  gloried  in  following 
the  foot-steps  of  "  the  great  statesman  nOvv 
"  no  more."  Both  have  joined  cordially 
to  keep  down  the  Reformers.  Let  them 
now  join  and  keep  doum  the  Dollar  and 
Buonaparte,  and   then  I'll  say,  that  they 

are  clever  fellows. There  is  still  going 

the  old  assertion,  that  papa-  has  not  de^'HS" 
dated;  but  that  Gold  and  .Sz'/rerbave  riseii; 
and,  as  there  are  so  many  thojsAiids  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  who  have  aa  ia- 
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ierpsi  in  disguislnffl'he  rical  fact  as  long-as 
possible,  it  is  likely  that  tliis  notion  will 
be  liept  up  for  some  time.     But,  to  those 


who  reflect,  it  may  not  he  amiss  to  ask, 
JVqW  It  happears,  that,  if  Bullion  is  so  dear 
in  England  as  to  drive  gold  and  silver  out 
of  circulation  :  if  this  is  the  case,  how  it 
Jiappens,  that  Bullion  is  not  equally  dear  on 
the  other  side  of  the  channel,  only  20  miles 
hff.  There  it  produces  no  such  effect. 
*rhere  it  does  not  drive  gold  and  silver  out 
of  circulation.  There  nothing  but  real 
■money  passes  from  hand  to  hand.  And, 
so  far  from  the  high  price  of  Bullion  driv- 
ing Gold  and  Silver  out  of  circulation,  all 
the  old  French  coins  are  passiiig  fur  /eA.s 
than  their  nomiiial  value.  Tiiis  is  a  curi- 
bu§  fact,  and,  as  it  serves  so  clearly  to 
,show  the  fallacy  of  this  notion  of  a  rise  in 
the  value  of  Bullion,  I  will  here  give  a 
statement  of  the  present  circulating  me- 
iliura  in   France,    for  the  correctness  of 

Which  I  will  venture  to  vouch. 

■>^f?''. '.»    •■•'^  ■  ■    ■    .    ■  ' 
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the  retxder  will  perceive,  all  the 


Copper 

"Thus,  a 

old  coins  pass  for  considerably  LESS  than 
their  nominal  value.  The  new  coinage  is, 
I  suppose,  wished  to  replace  the  old,  there- 
fore/the  old  is  made  to  pass  for  less  than  its 
former  value;    but,  this  would  not  be  the 


case, 
Bullion. 


if  there  was  a  rise  in  the  price  of 
If  there  was  such  rise,  the  old 
.doinage  would,  of  course,  go  into  the  melt- 
'jiig  pot,  or  quit  the  country.  It  is  evident, 
.(hen,  from  tliis  circumstance,  that  there  is 
|io  scared 2/  of  Bullion,  no  rise  in  its  price, 
'.vii)Qii  the  continent ;   how,  then,  can  it  be 

said  to  have  risen  here  F However,  let 

the  thing  Vt'ag  on  in  its  own  way.  It  is 
one  of  those  things  that  no  cunning/  no 
trick,  no  intrigue,  no  force,  can  change 
the  course  of.  It  must  have  itrovtn'^ay. 
It  will  have  its  own  way.    And  all  I  have 


further  to  say  about  it,  at  pfesient,  is,  that 
tbe  Jacobins  and  Z/«'e//er5(thatis  to  say, the 
Purliamentary  Reformers)  have  had  nothing 

at  all  to  do  with  the  matter. In  the 

mean  while,  however,  it  is  proper  to  give 
to  these  high-priced  dollars  a  distinctive  ^p- 
pellation.  Bank-Dollar  Tokens  is  a  long 
name,  and  besides,  they  are  not  the  sfunt 
thing  that  they  were  before  ;  and,  as  they 
were  issued  last  year,  which  was  the  year 
o(  Jubilee,  I  think  we  ought  to  cull  them 
Jubilee  Dollars. 

CouN  AGAINST  SuGAR.— — That  this  Sub- 
ject should  have  been  revived  is  somewhat 
surprizing  to  me,  who  have  so  fully  in  mjr 
mind  all  the  arguments,  upon  which  the 
question  was  decided  before,  and  to  whichf 
arguments  there  never  was  any  thing  wor-i 

thy  of  the  name  of  ansiver  given. It 

seems  (for  I  have  not  yet  seen  the  Bill) 
that  the  Minis! er  proposes  to  cause  a  law 
to  be  passed,  not  to  EXCLUDE  Corn  from 
the  Distilleries,  but  to  give  it  a  fair  chance 
with  Sugar;  that  is  to  say,  to  leave  people 
at  liberiv  to  distill  spirits  fjo>n  which  they 

please,  or,  from  both,  if  thej'  like. -This  I 

undergiand  to  be  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
posed measure  ;  and,  if  it  be,  I  sliouki  act 
a  very  wrong  part  in  disapproving  of  it, 
seeirrg  that  I  mv st\f  jeconwiended  it  two  or 
three  years  ago,  and  have  not  seen  any 
good  reason,  nor  heard  any  thing  like  rea- 
son, for  changing  my  opinion.—^ — As  the 
Uiw  stood,  until  30th  of  June,  ]  808,  Corn 
was  permitted  to  be  used  in  i  he  Distilleries, 
and  the  Duty  upon  the  distillation  from 
Sugar  was  so  heavy  as  to  amount  to  a  pro- 
hibiiion.  But,  on  that  day,  an  Act  (4S 
Geo.  III.  Chap.  1  18)  was  passed  to  prohibit 
the  distillation  of  Corn,  on  account  of  the 
then  interrnplion  of  the  importation  of  Corn. 
This  was  the  pretence,  as  stated  in  the 
preamble  of  the  Act;  but,  the  real  motive 
was,  to  assist  the  colonists  in  getting  rid  of 
their  Sugar;  and,  accordingly,  on  the  4th 
of  July,  in  the  same  year,  an  Act  (4S  Geo. 
III.  Chap.  152)  was  passed  io encourage  tlie 
distillation  from  Sw^ar,  while  the  prohibition 
against  Corn  should  continue.  These  Acts 
were  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited 
time  But,  the  next  year  they  were  re- 
newed. And  now  the  Minister,  as  it  iis 
said,  means  to  pass  an  act,  not  of  prohibi- 
tion, but  leaving  both  commodities  to  fight 
their  own  battle.  Leiwing  the  Cultivators 
of  Jamaica  to  contend  with  their  producie, 
against  the  Cultivators  of  England  and 
Scotland  with  their  produce.  Nothing 
caiii  be  hiori^  fai^r  and  reasonable  than 
this,  provided  the    same    duty   be   laid 


on  upon  a  gallon  of  Corn -poison  as  is  laid 
on  upon  a  gallon  of  Sugar-poison  of  the 
saiU€  strength,  of  the  same  powders  of  pro- 
ducing mortality. It  is  all  poison  alike, 

I  abhor  the  idea  of  it.  It  is  truly  shocking 
that  two  such  great  blessings,  two  oi  the 
choicest  of  all  the  blessings  that  man  has 
received  from  his  Maker,  should  be  con- 
verted into  the  greatest  of  ail  curses  ;  that 
the  staff" of  life  and  the  itifaiiis'  pap  should 
be  changed  into  the  means  of  destroying 
both  body  and  mind,  of  corrupting  the 
morals,  brutalizing  the  character,  of  the 
people,  burning  out  their  vitals,  madden- 
ing  their   passions,   and  sending  many  a 

score  of  them  in  a  year  to  the  gallows. 

And,  when  one  takes  this  view  of  the  mat- 
ter^  how  painful  is  it  to  see  the  owners  of 
landed  property,  contending,  with  eager- 
ness unparalleled,  for  a  preference  in  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  deadly 

trade! However,  so  it  is;  and,  I  must 

confess,  that,  for  the  West  Indians,  there  is 
the  apology  of  the  starving  Apothecary  in 
Romeo  and  Juliet;  but,  for  the  English 
cultivator  or  land  owrrer  I  can  see  none. 
——The  minister's  project  has  called  forth 
a  great  deal  of  opposition  from  persons 
who  stile  themselves  the  friends  of  agricul- 
ture; and  I  am  now  to  give  an  account  of 
a  Meeting  of  them,  held  last  Saturday  at 
the  St.  Alban's  Tavern,  which  account  i 
take  from    the  Morning  Chronicle  of  last 

Monday. "  A    second    meeting    took 

"  place  on  Saturday  at  the  St.  Alban's 
"  Taverni  to  consider  the  result  of  the  com- 
"  munication  made  to  the  Chancellor  of 
"  the  Exchequer  by  the  Committee  of 
*'  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  appointed  at 
"  the  former  meeting,  relative  to  the  ap- 
'*'  prehensions  entertained  of  the  injurious 
•'  effects  likely  to  arise  from  the  measure 
"  now  depending  in  Parliament  respecting 

**  Distilleries. The  Duke  of  Bedford 

"  stated,  that  the  Committee  had  held  a 
"  conference  with  Mr.  Perceval ;  but,  he 
"  was  sorry  to  say,  that  no  favourable  im- 
*'  pression  had  been  made  on  his  mind  by 
*'  their  representations.  The  Minister  had 
"  afforded  them  no  prospect  whatever  of 
"  any  compliance  on  his  part  with  their 
"  wishes,  and  had  even  declined  adopting 
:*'  the  suggestion  of  Sir  John  Sinclair,  for 
c"  the  appointment  of  a  Parliam.entary 
i*  Committee  to  examine  the  tendency 
:*'  and  probable  consequences  of  the  mea- 

•**  sure. ^The  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  after 

t"  a  few  prefatory  observations,  moved  se- 

*'  veral  resolutions,  pledging  the  meeting 

V  Xo  esert  ibemserlves  in  x)|p|)Qskion  to,tJie 

•uiMs    anj  oaiiiYOiq   tairtJ  I 
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"Bill,  and   to  prevent   itpas.sing  into  a 

"  law. The  FiARt  of  IIardwicke  se- 

"  conded  the  motion. Lord  Sidmouth 


"  declared,  that  he  felt  an  objection  to  the 
"  resolutions  now  proposed,  but  it  was  be- 
"  cause  he  conceived  they  did  not  go  fur 
"  enough.  They  expressed  the  inexpediency 
"  and  impolicy  of  the  new  regulations 
"  lately  discussed  in  the  House  of  Com- 
"  raons;  hatthey  did  nothing  more.  It  was 
"  notj  however,  to  any  details  arising  out 
"  of  a  recent  innovation,  that  the  meeting 
"  should  confine  its  attention,  or  limit 
"  its  condemnation:  it  was  the  principle  it- 
"  self  of  that  innovation  which  it  should 
"  keep  principally  in  view,  and  mark  by 
"  its  strongest  hostility.  (Hear !  Hear  l) 
"  In  1801,  an  experiment,  similar  to  the 
"  present  scheme  of  equalization,  was  pro- 
"  jected,  but  he  soon  became  convinced  of 
"  its  impracticability.  The  Bill  about  to 
"  be  introduced  into  Parliament  was,  in 
"  his  judgment,  inimical  in  principle  to 
"  the  interests  of  agriculture,  and  conse- 
';'  quently  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
"  try  •,  while  he  knew,  at  the  same  time, 
"  by  experience,  that  if  expedient,  it  was 
"  impossible  that  it  should  have  the 
"  eflect  contemplated  by  its  authors.—— 
"  The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  coincided 
"  fully  with  the  Noble  Viscount,  and 
"  hoped  that  every  Gentleman  present 
"  who  was  a  Member  of  Parliament,  would 
"  endeavour  to  obtain  some  formal  de- 
"  claration,  that  might  express  a  decided 
"  opinion  against  any  fniure  deviations 
"  from  those  salutary  maxims,  which  had 
"  for  so  many  years  governed  the  Legis- 
"  lature  on  this  momentous  subject. — — 
"  The   Earl  of   Rosslyn   supported    the 

"  sentiments  of  Lord  Sidmouth. M«. 

"  Smith  said,  that  having  understood  it  (o 
"  be  the  wish  of  several  individuals  at  the 
"  former  Meeting,  that  he  should  attend 
"  this  day,  he  was  quite  prepared  to  give 
"  his  testimony  to  the  justness  of  the  opi- 
"  nion  of  the  Noble  Viscount,  that  the 
"  scheme  of  equalization  was  impractica- 
"  ble.  He  understood  the  object  of  the 
"  measure  to  be  an  equalization  of  price 
"  to  the  consumer,  but,  the  unrestricted 
"  admission  of  sugar  into  the  distilleries 
"  would  totally  defeat  it.  It  was  impos- 
"  sible  under  such  circumstances,  that 
"  grain  could  contend  with  sugar.  It 
"  would  not  only  have  to  contend  with  it 
"  in  the  open  market,  but  must  suffer  se- 
"  verely  from  the  extension  of  illicit  dis- 
"  tillation,  which  was  always  carried  on 
"  witk   molasses.— •^xxMb.    Curwsm   £%- 

QYfiil  i  im  DaA    =x^w  awd  £Ji  av&ti  Ui« 
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<'  jpaMated  on  the  ^treme  unfavonrable- 
**;iies^  of  the  present  period  for  making 
*'  rash  exbernnents  on  the  agriculture  of 
"  the  countr}-,  or  lor  departing  from  the 
*'  wi'^e  principles  which  had  for  many 
*'  years  protected  its  interests  and  pro- 
^'  moted  its  improvements.  The  enemy 
*'  appeared  to  be  resolved  to  u?e  every 
*'  effort  to  deduce  us  to  the  alternative  of 
"  bankruptcy  or  starvation.  By  the  mea- 
"  sure  now  depending  in  Parliament,  we 
"  should  abandon  a  system,  which  by 
•'  confining  the  distillation  of  spirits  to 
"  gram,  had  always  affordtd  a  resource  in 
*'  years  of  difficulty  and  scarcity ;  we  should 
*'  abandon  the  only  means  of  rendering 
*'  ourselves  independent  for  subsistence, 
*'  and  forward  the  projects  of  the  enemy 
"for  our  destruction.— —It  was  then 
"  agreed  that  the  original  Resolutions, 
*'  which  went  to  the  principle  of  admit- 
*^  ting  sugar  at  all  in  the  distilleries,  should 
'*  be  repealed,  and  that  such  further  Re- 
"  solutions  should  be  added  in  consistency 
"  with  them,  as  the  unsuccessful  confer- 
"  ence  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 

*'  quer    should    render   necessary. Sir 

"  Martin  Foulkes  and  Sir  John  Sinclair 
**  made  a  few  observations,  and  the  former 
**  trusted  that  some  resolution  would  be 
"  agreed  to,  for  the  purpose  of  counter- 
*' acting  a  mischievous  an;i  unfounded  ru- 
"  tnour,  that  they  were  mertiv'^  to  consider  the 
*'  best  vieuns  of  starving  the  country,— — 
**  A  subscription  i^us  then  directed  to  be 
"  opened  to  defray  the  expences  arising 
"  out  of  the  prosecution  of  the  above  ob- 

"jects." Now,    the  first  thing  lo    be 

.noticed  here  is,  that  tliere  are  people 
besides  Sir  I-rancis  Burdett  and  she  Re- 
formers, who  can  meet  in  Tavern^-  and  pass 
resolutions  and  make  subscriptions  for  the 
purpose  of  o|.>po3ing  what  is  going  for- 
ward in  Parliament ;  aye,  and  those  peo- 
ple bring  members  of  parliament  too. 
Alter  this,  let  us  hope  that  we  shall  hear 
no  rao.e  said  against  members  of  parlia- 
ment meeting  in  Taverns  for  ihe  purposes  of 
reform.  This  meeting  was,  1  have  no  scru- 
.ple  in  declaring,  ammated  by  greediness  qf 
gain,  or  by  ignorance  i  perhaps,  in  respect 
to  some  of  the  parties,  by  both  together; 
but,  as  to  the  ignorance  manifest  in  some  of 
these  speeches,  it  is  so  palp.ible,  so  gross,' 
that  one  can  haid'y  condescend  to  enter 
the  lists  with  i.uch  men  :  it  really  seems 
like  insuhing  the  understandings  of  my 
readers  to  offer  them  any  thing  in  the 
shape  of  an  exposuie  cf  such  worse-than- 
j^t-tipase  igiigrance.    One  ^vould  suppose 
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most  of  the  orators  to  have  been  inspired 
with  nothing  short  of  the  genuine  dis- 
tillation from  their  own  produce. The 

whole  of  this  subject  was  discussed,  amply 
discussed,  in  all  its  bearings,  in  the  Re- 
gister, Vol.  XIII.  in  the  several  Articles, 
referred  to  in  the  Index,  under  the  title  of 
"  Corn  against  Sugar."  There  werie 
twelve  articles  written  by  myself  and  six 
by  Anonymous  Correspondents  ;  besides 
some  letters  by  Mr.  Arthuh  Young  and 
Mr.  Wakefield,  which  letters  will  be 
found  by  turning  to  their  names  in  the  In- 
dex of  the  same  volume. 1  cannot  find 

in  my  heart  to  write  another  volume  (lor 
what  I  wrote  before  amounted  to  a  com- 
mon sized  octavo)  in  answer  to  these 
Tavern  speeches.  When  I  see  the  Reso- 
lutions, I  may,  perhaps,  make  some  obser- 
vations   upon   them. One   remark   or 

two  I  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  offer- 
ing.  Mr.  Curwen's  doctrine,  that  the 

encouraging  of  distillation  from  grain  "af- 
"  fords  a  resource  in  years  o^ scarcity ;"  the 
folly,  the  supreme  absurdity,  the  exquisite 
emptiness,  of  this  was  so  fully  exposed  iii 
Vol.  XIII,  that  I  cannot  resume  the  mat- 
ter, any  further  than  just  to  remark,  how 
strangely  that  brain  must  be  formed  in 
which  the  idea  is  engendered,  that,  in 
order  to  avoid  starvation  in  the  years  of 
scarcity,  you  must  raise  corn  to  be  made 
into  stuff"  to  jnake  you  drunk  in  years  of 
plenty!  A  "resource!"  Making  corn  into 
poison  in  years  of  plenty  a  resource,  a  gra- 
nary, against  years  of  scarcity!  And,  then, 
this  gentleman,  who  would  grant  ?t/zef  to 
the  West  India  merchants  in  the  shape  of 
Exchequer  Bills ;  he,  who  would  lend, 
them  money  out  of  the  taxes,  because 
their  sugar  is  locked  up  for  want  of  a 
vtarkei;  he,  who  would  do  this,  though 
the  money  were'  never  repaid  ;  he,  who 
would  give  the  West  Indians  monej', 
taken  out  qf  the  pockets  of  the  Londoners  and 
farmers;  he,  whowoidd  give  them  money, 
so  taken,  because  their  sugar  has  no  market; 
he,  this  same  man,  will  not  let  thern  distil 
that  sugar,  will  not  let  them  have  a  market 
for  it,  iest   he   should   thereby   injure  the 

landholder    and   Jurmer  ! Sureiy,    the 

kingdom  is  fast  becoming  one  great  Bed- 
lam ! But,  Lord  Sidmouth    has  had 

"  experience."  Aye,  so  have  we;  so  have 
this  poor  nation  had  its  experience- oi  h\m. 
as  a  minister;  and,  after  that,  much  need 
not  be  said.  We  are  now  in  a  war  of 
his  beginning,  following  a  peace  of  his 
making.  We  hare  our  experience  as 
well  as  he,  and  we  shall  not,  therefoce. 


liijbotuvts.  4^.. 
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give  up  our  judgment  upon  the  ground  of 
any  »>J  his  experiences.— —Does  he  farm 
it  at  Richniorid  Park,  I  wonder  ?  Or,  where 
has  he  gathered  that  superior  experience, 
which,  deciiired  in  a  Tavern  speech,   is  to 

be  our    guide? Let  hini  go  home   and 

write  an  answer  to  my  articles  in  Vol. 
XIII,  and  then  we  will  hear  him  withsonie 
degree  of  patience;  but,  after  that  discus- 
sion, after  the  flagrant  defeat  of  even 
such  a  man  as  Arthur  Young,  we  shall 
not  be  disposed  lo  listen  to  bare  assertions, 
founded  upon  Lord   Sidmoutii's  experience. 

• Sir    John   Sinclair  hoped,  we  are 

told,  that  "  some  resohuio7i  would  be  agreed 
"  to,  f«r  the  purpose  of  counteracting  a 
"  mischievous  and  unfounded  rumour,  that 
"  they  were  meeting  to  consider  of  the 
"  best  means  of  starving  the  country." 
»  Answer  it.  Sir  John.  S/iffw  that  the 
fact  is  not  so.  Prove  that  you  have  met 
for  other  purposes  ;  for,  as  to  your  resolu- 
tions, we  shall  treat  them  in  a  way  that 
would   most  assuredly   touch  you   to  the 

quick. For  my  part,  however,  I  do  not 

believe  the  rumour,  if  such  an  one  there 
be ;  but,  if  you  cannot  produce  good 
grounds  for  your  Meeting,  is  it  at  all  sur- 
prizing, that  ignorant  people,  who  feel 
their  bowels  pinched  with  hunger,  should 
fit  you  out  with  bad  ones? The  distil- 
lation from  sugar  has  been  going  on  for 
tlvo  years,  and  yet,  during  those  two 
years,  immense  quantities  of  corn  iiave 
been  btought  from,  foreign  cmintrits.  Why, 
then,  are  these  people  afraid,  that  corn 
will  be  too  cheap? 1  have  be- 
fore (in  Vol.  XIII.)  clearly  shewn,  that 
cheap  corn  is  as  good  as  dear  corn  for 
the  farmer,  and  better  for  the  people  at 
large,  especially  the  labourers',  but,  if 
this  were  not  the  case,  is  not  corn  dear 
enough?  Is  not  Is.  3rf.  enough  to  give  for 
the  quartern  loaf?  The  average  price  of 
it,  during  last  j^ear,  was  Is.  3\d.  Is  not 
this  enough  ?  But,  what  I  always  say  to 
these  complainants  against  the  cistillation 
from  sugar,  is,  that  they  ought  never  to 
complain,  while corwis  iinported.  Letthem 
grow  corn  enough  to  prevent  importation; 
let  them  grow  corn  enough  to  preclude 
the  want  o\' foreign  coin,  an<l  then  let  them 
complain  that  they  have  not  a  market  suf- 
ficient. But,  it  is  aii  outrage  to  common 
sense  to  represent  distillaiion  from  sugar  as 
chouking  tli^  out-ut  lo  agncidture,  while  we 
are  paying  the  Emperor  Napoleon  for  corn ; 
?whde  the  people  of  jbngland,  actually  pay, 
'in  part  price  of  their  loaf,  the  export  duties 
tipou  com  in  France,  which  go  to  pay  the 
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armies  to  fight  against  our  country.  We 
thus  pay  the  armies  of  France  which  aro 
fighting  in  Portugal,  while  we  pay  the 
Portuguese  to  fight  against  them!  Aye, 
and  we  import  corn  from  France,  and  send 
it  to  be  eaten  in  Portugal!  If  ever  the 
equal  of  this;  if  any  system  of  politics 
and  war  and  economy  was  ever  heard  of 
like  this  before;  why,  then,  1  am  a  foelj 
and  the  orators  at  the  St.  Alban^s  Tavern 
are  men  of  sense  and  profound  reflection. 

1    have    only   one   more   remark   to 

make,  if  the  reader  has  patience  to  hear 
it,  upon  this  subject;  and  that  refers  to 
the  friendship,  which  some  of  those  per- 
sons have,  at   different   times,   expressed 

towards   commerce. The    reader    will, 

perhaps,  remember,  that, in  the  year  1807, 
there  appeared,  in  the  Register,  a  series  of 
articles,  under  the  title  of  "  Perish  Com- 
"  merce."  They  arose  from  my  convic- 
tion, that  the  day  was  not  very  distant, 
when  that  unnatural  state  of  things,  that 
iven,  called  commerce,  in  this  country,  must 
produce  eftects  such  as  are  now  coming  on 

upon  us. The  point  maintained  by  me, 

and  by  Mr.  Spence^  was,  that  external  com- 
merce was   not  necessary  to  the  strength  or 

happiness   of  England. A    meeting   of 

agricultural  people,  amongst  whom  was  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  (See  Register,  Vol.  XII. 
p.  1007),  at  a  Cattle  show,  took  occasion, 
over  their  bottle,  in  my  present  neigh- 
bourhood, Smithfield,  to  reprobate  this  doc- 
trine of  ours,  in  the  way  of  speech,  and  (6 
conclude  with  a  toast,  to  the  '*  Union  of 
"  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures'' 

But,  what  did  they  mean,  then  ?  Did 

they  m.ean  to  exclude  the  commerce  \n 
Sugar?  Did  they  mean  to  shut  Jamaica 
and  the  other  West  India  Islands  out  of  their 
view  of  what  constituted  the  commerce  of 

the   couniry  ? Why,   I  will  tell    yoii 

what  I  think  they  meant;  namely,  that  it 
was  a  good  thing  for  there  to  be  manufac- 
tures to  use  their  wool  and  their  flax  and 
eommerce  to  take  them  away  ;  but,  that  the 
same  commerce  should  be  permitted  to 
bring  nothing  back  to  lessen  the  demand  for 
their  corn;  in  short,  that  the  West  Indians 
should  buy  their  wool  and  their  flax  and 
go  to  other  nations,  or  to  the  infernal  re- 
gions if  they  could,  to  get  the  means  of 

pajnng  for  them Here  it  lies,  pinned 

up  in  one  single  sentence.  Here  are 
all  their  doctrine,  and  all  their  views, 
ihe  v.'hole  of  which  dp,  I  am  con- 
vinced, proceed  from  as  plentiful  a  lack  of 
understanding  as  ever  men  were  endowed 
with I  love  agriculture  and  England 


135] 


POLiTiCAL  ilEGiST£R.—77fe  Magliihman's  Right. 


[HaQ 


fall  as  weU  aa  my  lord  Sidniouth  does,  and 
T  care  as  litlle  about  commerce  as  any 
man  that  ever  breathed  ;  but,  without  the 
mn;>t  flagrant,  the  most  base,  injustice,  can 
I  quietly  see  laws  that  compel  the  West 
India  Planter  to  bu}^  his  wool  and  flax  of 
me,  and,  at  the  same  time,  call  for  laws  to 
prevent  the  produce  of  hisfarm  from  hav- 
ing a  fair  competition  with  thatofw«ne? 
It  is  said,  that  vye  ought  to  think  of 
home  first.  And  do  not  these  gentlemen 
think  of  home  when  they  are  selling  their 
wool  and  their  flax  to  the  West  Indians? 
Is  not  that  thinking  of  home?  Will  they 
agree  to  let  the  West  Itiuians  get  their 
woollens  and  linens  from  America  or 
France  or  any  where  else  ?  Will  they  do 
that?  No.  Is  it  not,  then,  to  discover  a 
want  of  sense  or  a  want  of  shame,  to  pre- 
tend that  the  PJanters  in  those  colonies  are 
not  entitled  to  the  same  market  as  them- 
selves as  an  out-let  for  their  produce  ? 

There  is,  indeed,  through  the  whole  of 
this  opposition  to  the  proposed  measure 
such  a  mixture,  such  a  confused  mass,  of 
greediness  and  of  ignorance,  that,  really, 
one  is  almost  ashamed  to  lift  the  pen 
against  it,  and  yet  I  could  not  suffer  it  to 
pass  wholly  unnoticed. 

W".  COBBETT. 
Staie  Prison,  Nczvgate,  Tuesday, 
March  26,  1811. 
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(Concluded  from  page  736.) 

2.  It  is  frequent,  that  when  Juries  are 
withdrawn,  that  they  may  consult  of  their 
Terdict,  they  soon  forget  that  solemn  oath 
they  took,  and  that  mighty  charge  of  the 
jife  and  liberty  of  men,  and  their  estates 
whereof  then  they  are  made  judges;  and 
that,  on  their  breath  not  only  the  fortunes 
ofthe  particular  party,  but  perhaps  the 
preservation, .or  ruin,  of  several  numerous 
faatnilies  does  solely  depend  :  Now  I  say 
without  due  consideration  of  all  this  ;  nay 
sometimes  without  one  serious  thought,  or 
Consulted  reason,  offered  pro  or  con,  pre 
gently  the  foreman,  or  one,  or  two,  that 
call  themselves  antient  Jurymen  (though 
in  truth  they  never  knew  what  belong-i  to 
the  place  more  than  a  common  school- 
boy,) rashly  deliver  their  opinions  ;  and 
all  the  rest,  in  respect  to  their  supposed 
gravity,  and  experience,  or  because  they 
have  the  biggest  estates,  or  to  avoid  the 
trouble  of  disputing  the  point,  or  to  pre- 
vent the  spoiling  of  dinner-  by  delay,  or 


some  such  weighty  reason,  forthwith  agree 
blindfold,  or  else  go  to  holding  up  of 
hands,  or  telling  of  noses,  and  so  the  major 
vote,  carries  away  captive  both  the  reason, 
and  the  conscience,  of  the  rest ;  thus  tri- 
fling with  sacred  oaths,  and  putting  men's 
lives,  liberties,  and  properties  (as  it  were) 
to  the  hap- hazard  of  cross  or  pile.  This 
practice,  or  something  of  the  like  kind,  is 
said  to  be  too  customary  amongst  some 
Jurors,  which  occasions  such  thair  extra- 
ordinary dispatch  of  the  weightiest,  or 
most  intricate,  matters  :  but  there  will 
come  a  time  when  they  shall  be  called  to 
a  severe  account  for  their  haste,  and  nCig- 
ligence ;  therefore  have  a  care  of  Such 
fellow-jurors. 

3.  Such  a  slavish  fear  attends  many 
Jurors,  that  let  but  the  court  direct  to  find 
guilty,  or  not  guilty,  though  they  them- 
selves  see  no  just  reason  for  it;  yea,  oft- 
times  though  their  own  opinions  are  con- 
trary, and  their  consciences  tell  them  it 
ought  to  go  otherwise;  yet,  right,  or 
wrong,  accordingly  they  will  bring  in 
their  verdict ;  and  thereforCj  many  of 
them  never  regard  seriously  the  course, 
and  force,  of  the  evidence  ;  what  and  how, 
it  was  delivered,  more,  or  less,  to  prove 
the  indictment;  8fc.  but  as  the  court  sums 
it  up,  they  find  ;  as  if  Jurors  were  ap- 
pointed for  no  other  purpose  but  to  echo 
back,  what  the  benciJ  would  have  done. 
Such  a  base  temper  is  to  be  avoided,  as 
you  would  escape  being  forsworn,  even 
though  your  verdict  should  be  right  ;  for 
since  you  do  not  know  it  so  to  be,  by  your 
ownjudgment,  or  understanding,  you  have 
abused  your  oath,  and  hazarded  your  own 
soul,  as  well  as  your  neighbour's  life,  li- 
berty, or  property  ;  because  you  blindly 
depend  on  the  opinion,  or  perhaps  passion 
of  others,  when  you  were  sworn,  well, 
and  truly,  to  try  them  yourselves.  Such 
an  implicit  faith  is  near  of  kin  to  that  of 
Rome  in  religion,  and  at  least,  in  the  next 
degree  as  dangerous.* 

*  Though  Judges  are  likely  to  be  more 
able  than  Jurymen,  yet  Jurymen  are  likely 
to  be  more  honest  than  judges;  especially 
in  all  cases  where  the  power  of  the  pre- 
rogative, or  the  rights  of  the  people,  are 
in  dispute.  Our  rights,  therefore,  both  as 
individuals  and  as  a  people,  are  more 
likely  to  be  secure,  while  Juries  follow 
the  result  of  their  own  opinion  ;  for  less 
danger  will  arise  from  the  mistakes  of 
Jurymen,  than  from  the  corruption  of 
Besides,  improper  verdicts  will 
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4.  There  are  some  that  make  a  trade 
of  being  Jurymen  ;  that  seek  for  the 
office;  use  means  to  be  constantly  con- 
tinued in  it;  will  not  give  a  disobliging 
verdict,  lest  they  should  be  discharged, 
and  serve  no  more  :  these  standing  Jurors 
have  certainly  some  ill  game  to  play. 
There  are  others  tliat  hope  to  signalize 
themselves,  to  get  a  belter  trade,  or  some 
preferment  by  serving  a  torn.  There  are 
others^  that  have  particular  piques,  and  a 
humour  of ,  revenge  against  such,  or  such, 
parties :  if  a  man  be  but  miscalled  by 
some  odious  name,  or  said  to  be  of  an  ex- 
ploded faction — straight  they  cry,  hang 
him,  find  him  guilty,  no  punishment  can 
be  too  bad  for  such  a  fellow;  in  such  a 
case  they  tbitik  it  merit  to  stretch  an  evi- 
dence on  the  tenter  hooks,  and  strain  a 
point  of  law,  because  they  fancy  it  makes 
for  the  interest  of  the  government;  as  if 
injustice  or  oppression  could  in  any  case 
be  for  the  true  interest  of  government, 
vi^hon  in  truth  nothing  more  weakens  or 
dsstroys  it.  Bat  this  was  an  old  strata- 
gem, '  if  thou  suflTer  this  man  to  escape, 
'  thou  shall  not  be  Ccesar's  friend  :'  when 
Ccemr  was  so  far  from  either  needing,  or 
thanking  them  for,  any  snch  base  services, 
that,  had  be  but  truly  understood  them,  he 
M'ould  severely  have  punishet!  their  par- 
fcia'ity  and  tyranny. 

All  these,  and  the  like,  pestilent  biasses, 
are  to  be  avoided,  and  abominaied,  by 
every  honest  Juryman. 

But  now  as  to  the  poiitive  qualifications 
reqiiisile. 

I,  You  that  are  Jurymen  should  first 
of  all,  seriously  -  regard  the  weight  and 
importance,  of  ihe  odice  ;  your  own  souls, 
other  men's  lives,  liberties,  estates,  all  that 
in  this  world  are  dear  to  them,  are  at 
stake,  and  in  your  hands  ;  tiierefore,  con- 
sidt-r  things  v.-ell  before-hand,  and  come 
Substantially  furnished,  and  provided,  with 
s<iund,  and  well-grounded,  consciences,—. 
with  clear  minds,  free  from  malice,  fear, 
ho{)e,  or  favour;  lest  instead  of  judging 
Others,  thou  shouldest  work  thy  own  con- 
demnation, and  stand  in  the  sight  of  God, 
the  Creator,  and  Judge  of  all  men,  no 
better  than  a  murtherer  or  peijured  raale- 

— '■■ — ;■•;  f*'>'y'',-*(i  ;■  .i^jp'p ;  f  ^:!0 r 

but  seldom  occur,  since  Juries  will  avail 
themselves  of  the  abilities,  and  learning, 
of  the  Judges,  by  consulting  them  upon 
all  points  of  law  ;  and  thus  to  the  advan- 
tage of  infenaation,  may  add  their  own 
iinapariJaiity.,   . 
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Observe  well  the  record,  ind»<:tment,  or 
information  that  is  read,  arid  the  several 
parts  thereof,  both  as;4as  Abe  matter, 
manner,  and  form.  ■  ■ -^  ■ 

3.  Take  due  notice  of,  and  pay  regard, 
to,  the  evidence  offered  for  proof  of  the  in*. 
dictment,   and   each  part   of,   as  welj   to: 
manner  and  form,  as  matter  :  and  if  you 
suspect  any  subornation,  foul   practice,  or. 
tampering-  hath  been   with   the   witnesses,, 
or  that  they  have  any  malice  or  sinister 
design;   have  a  special  regard  to   the  cir- 
cumstances,  or     incoherences,     of    their 
tales,  and  endeavour,  by  apt   questions,  to 
sift  out  the  truth,  or  discover  the  villainy. 
And,  for   your  bc^tter  satisfaction,  endea-'^ 
vour  to  write  down  the  evidence,  or  the. 
heads  thereof,  that   you  may,  the  better, 
recall  it  to  memory. 

4.  Take  notice  of  the  nature  of  the 
crime  charged,  and  what  law  the  prose- 
cution is  grounded  upon,  and  distinguish 
the  supposed  criBjinai  fact,  which  is 
proved,  from  the  aggravating  circum- 
stances, which  are  not  proved. 

5.  Remember  that  in  Juries  there  is  no 
plurality  of  voices  to  be  allowed;  seven 
cannot  over-"ule,  or,  by  virtue  of  majority, 
conclude  five  ;  no,  nor  eleven  one.  Uut 
as  the  verdict  is  given  in  the  name  of  all 
the  tw(  Ive,  or  else  ic  is  void  ;  so  every 
one  of  them  mu5t  be  actually  agreeing, 
and  satisfied  in  his  particular  understanding, 
and  conscience,  of  the  truth,  and  righteous* 
ness,  of  such  verdict,  or  else  he  is  forsworn. 
And,  therefore,  if  one  man  differ  in  opi- 
nion from  his  fellows,  they  must  be  kept 
together  ;  till  either  they,  by  strength  tjf 
reason,  or  argument,  can  satisiy  him,  or 
he  convince  them.  For  he  is  not  to  be 
hectored,  much  less  punished,  by  the  court 
into  a  compliance  ;  for  as  the  lord  chief 
justice  Fauchan  says  well,*  '  if  a  man  difler 
'  in  judgment  from  his  fellows,  whereby 
'  they  are  kept  a  day,  and  a  night,  though 
'  his  dissent  may  not  in  truth  bf  so  reason- 
'  able  as  the  opinion  of  the  rest  that  agrees, 
'  yet,  if  his  judgment  be  not  satisfied,  one 
'  disagreeing  can  be  no  more  criminal^ 
'  than  four,  or  five,  disagreeing  with  the 
'  rest,'  Upon  which  occasion  the  said 
author  recites  a  remarkable  case  out  of  aa 
ancientf  law  book  :  *  A  Juror  would  not 
'  agree  with  his  fellows  for  two  days,  and 
'  being  demanded  by  the  judges,  if  he 
'  would  agree,  said  he  would  first  die  m 
<  prison  ;  whereupon  he  was  committed* 

*Rep.  fol.  151.  '     .  ' 
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*  and  the  vertiict  taken  ;  but  upon    better 

*  advice  ;  the  verdict  of"  the  eleven  was 
'  quashed,  and  the  Juror  discharged  with- 

*  out  fine;  and  the  justices  said  "  the  way 
*'  was  to  carry  them  in  carts"  (this  is  to 
be  understood  at  assizes,  where  the  Judges 
cannot  stay,  but  must  remove  in  such  a 
time  to  another  county)  "  until  they  agreed, 
*'  and  NOT  BV  fining  them."  And  as  the 
judges  erred  in  taking  the  verdict  of 
eleven,  so  they  did  in  imprisoning  the 
twelfth.  And  therefore,  you  see,  on  se- 
cond thoughts  released  him. 

6.  Endeavour,  as  much  as  your  cir- 
cumstances will  permit,  at  your  spare 
hours  to  read  and  understand,  the  funda- 
mental laws  of  the  country ;  such  as 
Magna  Charia,  the  Petition  of  Right,  the 
late  excellent  act  for  Habeas  Corpus's, 
Horn's  Mirror  of  Justices,  Sk  Edzu.  Coke 
in  his  2nd,  Srd,  and  Uh  Parts  of  the  In- 
stitutes of  the  Law  of  England,  and  Judge 
Vaughan's  Reports.  These  are  books  fre- 
quent to  be  had,  and  of  excellent  use  to 
informany  reader,  ofcompetent  apprehen- 
sion, of  the  true  liberties,  and  privileges, 
which  every  Englishman  is  justly  entitled 
unto,  and  estated  in,  by  his  birthright ; 
as  also  the  nature  of  crimes,  and  the  pun- 
ishments severally,  and  respectively  in- 
flicted on  them  by  law  ;  the  office,  and 
duties,  of  Judges,  Juries,  and  all  officers, 
and  ministers  of  justice,  &c.  which  are 
highly  necessary  for  every  juryman,  in 
some  competent  measure,  to  know  :  for 
the  law  oi  England  hath  not  placed  trials 
by  Juries,  to  stand  between  men,  and 
death  or  destruction,  to  so  little  purpose, 
a§  to  pronounce  men  guilty,  without  re- 
gard to  the  nature  of  the  o0ence,  or  to 
what  is  to  be  inflicted  thereupon. 

For  want  of  duly  understanding,  and 
considering  these  things.  Juries  many 
times  plunge  themselves  into  lamentable 
perplexities  ;  asi  it  bcfel  the  jury  who 
were  the  triers  of  Mr.  Vdnl,  a  minister 
who  in  the  32d  of  queen  E'uz.  was  indict- 
ed, and  arraigned,  at  Croydon  in  Surry  * 
for  high-treason,  for  defaming  the  queen, 
and  her  government,  in  acertain  book,  in- 
titled,  *  A  Demonstration  of  the  Discipline, 

*  &c.*  And  though  there  was  no  direct, 
but  a  scambling  shadow  of  proof  j  and 
though  the  book,  duly  considered,  con- 
tained no  matter  of  treason,  but  certain 
words  which  by  a  forced  construction 
were  laid  to  tend  to  the  defamation  of  the 
government,  and  so  the  thing  [was]  pro- 

*  See  State  Trials,  fol.  vol.  1.  p.  161. 


secuted  under  that  name  ;  y^t  tfee  .iF-U''y 
not  thinking  that  in  pronouncing  hitu 
guilty,  they  had  upon  their  oath  pro- 
nounced him  guilty  uf  treason,  and  to  die 
as  a  traitor  ;  but  supposing  that  they  had 
only  declared  him  guilty  of  making  the 
book  ;  hereupon  they  brought  him  iii 
guilty  :  but  when,  alter  the  Jmlgcs  Sea-, 
tence  of  death  against  him,  which  they 
never  in  the  least  iirtended,  they  fuund 
whi.1t  they  had  done;  they  were  con- 
founded in  tliemselves,  and  woiUd  have 
done  any  thing  in  the  world  to  have  re- 
voked that  unwary  pernicious  verdict, 
when,  alas  !  it  was  too  late.  Dr.  Fuller 
has  this  witty  note  on  this  gentleman's 
conviction,  '  that  it  was  conceived  rigo- 
'  rous  in  the  greatest,  which  at  best  (saith 
'he)  is  cr«d  in  the /cflsi  degree/  Andit 
seems  so  queen  Elizabeth  thought  it,  for  ' 
she  suspended  execution,  and  he  died  na- 
turally. But  his  story  survives,  to  warn 
all  succeeding  Jur3'^men,  to  endeavour 
better  to  understand  what  it  is  they  do, 
and  w  hat  the  consequences,  thereof  will 
be.  _  _   .     ..'■.    :^:i::-~^\ 

7.  As  there  is  nothing  I  have  said  in- 
tended to  encourage  you  to  partiality,  or 
tempt  any  jur3inan  to  a  connivance  at  sin, 
and  malefactors,  whereby  those  pests  of 
society  should  avoid  being  brought  to  con- 
dign punishment,  and  so  the  law  cease  to 
be  a  terror  to  evil  doers,  which  were  in 
him  an  horrible  perjury,  and  indeed  a 
foolish  pity,  or  cr ude lis  miser icordia,  a  cruel 
mercy;  (for  Ae  is  highly  injurious  to  the 
good,  that  absolves  the  bad,  when  real 
crimes  are  proved  against  them  :)  so  I 
must  take  leave  to  say,  that  in  cases  where 
the  matter  is  dubious,  both  lawyers,  and 
divines,  prescribe  rather  fav6ur,  than  ri- 
gour. An  eminent  and  learned  judge*  of 
our  own,  has  in  this  advice  and  wish  gone 
before  me  :  Blallam  reverd  viginti  facino- 
rosos  7H07'iem  pietate  evaderc,  cjuam  justum 
iinum  injusie  condeiunari.  '  I  verily,'  saith 
'  he,  '  had  rather  twenty  evil-doers  should 
'  escape  death  through  tenderness,  or  pit}', 

*  than    that    one  innocent  man  should    be 

*  unjustly  condemned.' 

I  shall  conclude  with  that  excellent 
advice  of  my  lord  CoIce,-\-  which  he  ge- 
nerally addresses  to  all  Judges,  but  may 
no  less  properly  be  applied  to  Jurors  : 

Fear  not  to  do  right  to  all,  and  to  de- 
liver your  verdicts  justly  according  to  the 

*  Fortesgue,  cap.    27. 

t  In  the  Epilogue  of  his  4th  part  of  /r- 

stitutes. 


76^] 

laws  ;  for  fear  is  nothing  but  a  bttraying 
of  the  succours  that  reason  siiotild  alibrd  : 
and  if  you  shall  sincerely  execute  justice, 
be  assured  of  three  things; 

1.  Though  some  may  malign  you,  yet 
God  will  give  j'ou  his  blessing. 

2.  That  though  thereby  you  may  of- 
fend greut  men,  and  favourites,  yet  you 
shall  have  the  favourable  kindness  of  the 
Almighty,  and  be  his  favourites. 

And  Itr.ily,  That  in  so  doing,  against 
all  scandalous  complaints,  and  pragmati- 
cal devices,  against  you,  God  will  defend 
you  as  with  a  shield. '  For  thou.  Lord, 

*  wilt  give  a  blessijig  unto    the  righteous, 

*  and  with  thy  favourable  kindness  wilt 
'  thou  defend  him  as  with  a  shield.'  Fsalm 
T.  15. 

01. 
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Spain. — Action  of  Barrosa,  near  Cadiz,  from 
the    London    Gazette   Extraordinary,   of 
'  l-  Monday,  March  25. 

riii  *  Admiralty- Office,  Blarch  9.5. 

\  Captain  Carrol  arrived  at  this  Ofljce 
last  night  with  dispatches  from  Sir  Rich- 
ard Goodwin  Keats,  K.  B.  Rear-Admiral 
of  the  Red,  addressed  to  John  Wilson 
Groker,  Esq,  of  which  the  following  are 
copies :         . 

3IiIford,  Cadiz  Bay,  March  7,  1 81 1 . 
Sir  ; — I  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  for 
the  information  of  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Admiralty,  copies  of  my  dis- 
patches to  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Cotton,  Bart, 
of  the  20th  and  2Sth  of  February,  and  7th 
d' March.  (Signed)         R.  G.  Keats. 

*  ■  Milford,  Bay  of  Cadiz,  20th  Feb.  1 S 11 . 
Sir  ; — An  Expedition  having  been  de- 
termined upon  by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, to  which  Lieutenant-General  Gra- 
liam  has  consented  to  give  his  personal  as- 
sistance, together  with  that  of  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, I  have  felt  it  my  duty,  after  fully 
stating  in  Council  the  uncertainty  and  risk 
to  which,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  all 
measures  connected  with  naval  operations 
on  the  coast  are  subject,  to  lend  the  expe- 
dition all  the  aid  and  assistance  in  my 
power  ;  and  a  body  of  troops,  exceeding 
three  thousand,  including  cavalry,  various 
mililary  stores  and  provisions,  are  at  pre- 

^  ,  I  ■  ■  ■    ,    —  M,-  ■  , —  ■ 

*  The  Supplement  appearing  to  lead  to 
a  more  clear  underst^ding  of  the  Gazette, 
is  here  'placed  first. 
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sent  embarked  eillior  in  his  Wajestv^a 
ships' named  in  the  nvargin,*  in  suchtrari.«. 
ports  aa  I  could  •avail  myself  of,  or  in  Span- 
ish men  of  war,  and  small  transports  of  our 
ally;  and  the  v.'hole,  together  with  a  nu- 
merous fleet  of  Spanish  transports,  in 
which  a  bod}'  of  seven  thousand  troops 
of  that  nation  are  embarked,  are  waiting 
in  this  bay  a  favourable  opportunity  to 
proceed  into  the  Straits,  with  a  view  to 
force  a  landing  between  Cape  Trafalgar 
and  Cape  de  Plata,  at  Taritla,  or  at  AI- 
gesiras,  in  failure  of  the  two  former  places. 
General  Lapena  is  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  this  expedition  ;  and  as  the  ob- 
ject is  to  unite  the  Spanish  forces  at  Saint 
Roche  with  the  troops  sent  from  hence, 
with  a  view  to  make  a  combined  attack  on 
the  rear  of  the  enemy's  line  before  Cadiz  ; 
at  the  same  time  some  demonstrations,  and 
an  attempt  to  open  a  communication  with 
our  troops,  are  to  be  made  from  this  quar- 
ter, which  is  thought  to  require  my  parti-- 
cular  attention  ;  1  have  therefore  placed 
the  execution  of  the  British  naval  part  of 
the  expedition  under  the  able  command 
of  Captain  Brace  of  the  Saint  Albans. 

(Signed)         R,  G.  Keats.     • 
Milford,  Bay  of  Cadiz,  Feb.  28,  1811^- 

Sir  ; — I  have  the  honour,  in  further  re- 
ference to  my  letter  No.  20,  of  the  20tb 
instant,  to  inform  you,  that  it  being  deter- 
mined to  let  the  troops  of  the  expeditionr 
proceed  by  the  earliest  opportunity  ;  and 
it  being  conceived,  from  the  appearance 
of  the  weather,  that  the  Spanish  part  would- 
be  able  to  get  out  on  the  afternoon  and 
night  of  the  21  St,  the  British  naval  part, 
under  Captain  Brace,  ptit  to  sea  accord-' 
ing]}"-,  and  with  the  exception  of  one 
transport,  got  into  the  Straits  ;  but  it  be*f 
ing  impracticable  to  make  a  landing 
either  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Trafalgar  or 
TarifFa,  Captain  Brace  proceeded  to  Al- 
gesiras,  where  General  Graham  and  th^ 
troops  were  landed  and  marched  to  Ta-'^ 
rifta,  to  which  place  (the  roads  being  im-' 
practicable  for  carriages,)  the  artitlery/ 
previsions,  stores,  &c.  owing,  as  the  Ge^' 
neral  is  pleased  to  express,  to  the  extraor- 
dinary exertions  of  the  navy,  were  con-- 
veyed  in  boats,  notwithstanding  the  un-' 
favourable  state  of  winds  and  weather. 

The  Spanish  part  of  the  expedition,', 
though  it  twice  attempted  to  get  out,  was 
driven  back  to  this  bay  ;  and  it  was  the 

27  th,  before  it  was  enabled  to  reach  Tariffa. 

__-      ^ 

*  St.  Albans,  Druid,  Comus,  Sabine;^ 
TuscaHj  Ephira,  Steady,  and  Rebuff. 
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.V  .^  /•:  Milford,  Bay  of  Cadiz,  March  7. 
'-SJf  Ji—I  have  the  lionour  lo  mform  you, 
that  the  combined  English  and  Spanish 
army,  under  their  respective  commanders, 
General  La  Pena  and  Lieutenant-General 
Graham,  moved  from  Tarifi'a  on  the  28th 
ultimo  towards  Barbate,  attended  by  such 
naval  means  as  circumstances  of  weather 
would  permit.  Preparations  were  made 
by  me  and  our  ally,  and  acted  upon,  to 
menace  the  Trocadero  and  other  points,  in 
order  as  the  army  advanced  to  favour  its 
operations ;  and  arrangements  were  made 
for  a  landing,  and  real  or  feigned  attacks 
as  circumstances  might  determine;  and  to 
this  end  the  regiment  of  Toledo  was  em- 
barked on  board  his  Majesty's  ships  in  the 
Bay. — On  the  1st  instant  General  Zayas 
pushed  across  the  Santi  Petri,  near  the 
coast,  a  strong  body  of  Spanish  troops, 
threw  a  bridge  across  the  liver,  and  formed 
a  teie-du-pont.  This  post  was  attacked  on 
the  nights  of  the  3rd  and  4th  with  vigour 
by  the  enemy,  and  though  he  was  even- 
tually repulsed,  the  loss  was  very  consi- 
derable on  the  part  of  our  ally  on  the  .'id. 
As  I  he  weather,  from  the  earliest  prepara- 
tion for  the  expedition,  had  been  such  as 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  landing  on  the 
coast  or  bay,  even  without  great  risk,  and 
with  no  prospect  of  being  able  to  re-era- 
bark,  should  such  a  measure  become  ne- 
cessary ;  the  apprehension  of  having  a 
force,  which,  with  such  prospects,  I  could 
tearcely  expect  actively  to  employ,  when 
its  services  might  be  positively  useful 
elsewhere,  in  defending  the  tete-du-pont, 
or  in  opening  a  communication  with  the 
army  from  the  Isle  de  Leon,  induced  me  to 
state  my  sentiments  on  the  subject,  and  the 
regiment  of  Toledo  Viras  in  consequence 
disembarked.— The  sea  on  the  coast  hav- 
ing eansiderably  impeded  our  communi- 
cations, we  were  still  uncertain  whedier  the 
advance  of  the  army  would  be  by  Medina 
or  Conil,  and  of  its  precise  situation,  until 
the  5th,  when  at  eleven  a.  m.  I  was  in- 
fornaed  by  telegrajih,  from  the  Isle  de  Leon, 
tltat  it  waaseea  advancing  from  the  south- 
wartfc  near  the  coast.  But  though  the  Im- 
placable and  Standard  weig-hed,  the  pilots 
peftised  to  take  theoiito  their  appointed 
.stations;  andiw  the  apinioa  o£  the  best 
iiiliE>iHDiK<li,  tile  weather. was  of  too  threaten- 
ing a>  oast  to  veaturft  a  lariding ;  and 
wiachi,  asj  thiK  aroiy  ^waa,  engaged  by  noon, 
aceovding  tuitihs tele^apb,  wouldnot  have 
fa;¥«MVdd  its  ©peratierifr. — ^U«der  suclv  eir- 
coaufiaBcofir  cmr  mesuures  were  necessai'ily 
coatiowi  «»feiQi%  vvfaiybfe  ttuit  oi  the.  BcibsJt 


troops,  led  by  their  gallant  and  abhe  Comr* 
mander,  forgetting  on  the  sight  of  the  ene- 
my their  own  fatigue  and  privations,  and 
regardless  of  advantage  in  the  nurabeiW 
and  situation  of  the  enemy,  gained,  by  its 
determined  valour,  (though  not  wilhoat 
considerable  loss),  a  victory  uneclipsedby 
any  of  the  brave  scliievements  of  tlie 
British  armies.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
&c.  R.  G.Keats. 

Admiral  Sir  Charles  Cotton,  Bart.  Sfc. 

His  Majesty's  ship  Milford, 
Bay  of  Cadiz,  March  7. 
Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you, 
that  the  wind  having  come  ofi'  the  land, 
and  the  sea  much  abated,  two  landingj^ 
were  effected,  by  way  of  diversion,  yes- 
terday morning  between  Rota,  and  Cata- 
lina,  and  between  that  and  Santa  Maria's, 
with  the  Royal  Marines,  commanded  by 
Captain  English,  of  the  Implacable,  two 
hundred  seamen  of  the  squadron,  and 
eighty  of  the  Spanish  Marine,  one  division 
of  which  was  under  the  direction  of  Cap- 
tain Spranger,  of  the  Warrior,  the  other 
under  Captain  Kittoe,  of  this  ship  ;  at  the 
same  time  Catalina  was  bombarded  by 
tjie  Hound  and  Thunder  bombs,  and  that 
fort  and  the  batteries  on  the  north  and 
east-side  of  the  Bay  were  kept  in  check 
with  mucb  spirit  by  the  gun  and  mortar- 
boats  under  the  respective  commands  of 
Captains  Hall  and  Fellowes.  One  ^re- 
doubt of  four  guns,  near  Santa  Maria's, 
was  stormed  by  the  marines  of  this  ship, 
led  by  Captain  Fottrell  ;  a  second,  to  the 
south  of  the  Guadalete,  was  taken  by 
Captain  Fellowes's  division  of  the  Flotilla : 
the  guns  of  all  the  sea-defences,  together 
with  the  small  fort  of  Puntilla,  from  Rota 
(which  the  enemy  evacuated)  to  Santa 
Maria's,  with  the  exception  of  Catalina, 
v/ere  spiked  and  the  works  dismantled. 
Preparations  were  also  made  to  attack  the 
tete-dupont,  and  other  defences  of  the 
bridge  of  Santa  Maria's ;  but  a  strong 
corps  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  two 
thousand  cavalry  and  infantry,  rapidly 
advancing  on  the  Road  from  Port  Keai> 
aware  that  our  troops  had  crossed  the  Santi 
Petri  into  the  Isla  de  Leon,  and  that  tha 
purposes  of  a  diversion  had  been  answer- 
ed, I  ordered  the  seamea  and  maiinea  to 
re-embark,  and  the  boats  (which  got  on 
board  with  daflBcuUy )  had  not  put  ofii"  many 
minutes  before  the  enemy  aniiv«d  on  tha 
spot. — The  enemy  had  one  Officer  and 
several  soldiers  killed  and  woanded,  and 
an  Cifl&,eo»  and  thirty^piisoners.  were  takea 
in  the  redoubt  that  was>  atoraiaad^  the:  ceak 
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making  their  escape.— Lieut.  W.  F.  Car- 
rol, whose  conduct  on  all  occasions  has 
been  cons|jicuous,  having  had  his  gun- 
boat sunk  before  Catalina,  and  thert^by 
sustained  a  considerable  loss,  I  have  given 
him  six  weeks  leave  of  absence,  and  with 
it  duplicates  of  ray  dispatches. — I  enclose 
a  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  and  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c.  R.  G.  Keats. 

To  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Cotton,  Bart.  4'c. 

A  Return  of  the  Killed  and  Wounded  in  an 

Attack  on  Sta.  Maria's,  March  6,  ISl  1. 

MiLFouD. — Sam.  Allen,  seaman,  killed; 
William  Spillar,  marine,  ditto ;  John  Bayly, 
lieutenant  of  marines,  wounded;  William 
Nash,  Serjeant  of  marints,  dangerously 
wounded  (since  dead  ;)  James  Darby,  pri- 
vate marine,  mortally  wounded  (since 
dead;)  Joseph  Peters,  private  marine, 
wounded ;  James  Gill,  private  marine, 
ditto ;  William  Billings,  private  marine, 
ditto. 

Alfred. — John  Ingleby,  corporal  of 
marines,  wounded. 

St.  Albans. — John  Johnson,  seaman, 
killed  ;  Peter  Dass,  seaman,  wounded  ; 
William  Baldwin,  seaman,  ditto. 

San  Juan. — John  Cato,  seaman,  wound- 
ed. 

Hound. — John  Allen,  ordinary  seaman, 
wounded  ;  William  M'Donald,  able  sea- 
man, ditto. 

Diadem  Transport. — George  Garbutt, 
seaman,  wounded. 
^-  Total  3  killed,  13  wounded. 
•^  (Signed,)         K.  G.  Keats. 


Downing- Street,  March  '25. 

^  Dispatches,  of  which  the  foUcving  are 
"copies,  were  last  night  received  at  the  earl 
of  Liverpool's  office,  addressed  to  his  lord- 
ship by  Lieut.  Gen.  Graham,  dared  Isia  de 
Leon,   0th  and  lOth  of  March,  13]  1. 

My  Lord,  Isla  de  Leon,  March  6. 
Captain  Hope,  my  first  Aide-de-Camp, 
will  have  the  honour  of  delivering  this  dis- 
patch, to  inform  your  Lordship  of  the  glo- 
rious issue  of  an  action  fought  yesterday  by 
the  division  under  my  command  against 
the  army  commanded  by  Marshal  Victor, 
composed  of  the  two  divisions  Rufin  and 
Laval. — The  circumstances  were  such  as 
eompeHed'  me  to  attack  this  very  superior 
force.  In  order  as  wt^ll  to  explain  to  your 
Lordship  the  circumstances  of  peculiar 
disadvantage  under  which  the  action  was 
begun,  as  to  justify  myself  from  the  impu- 
tation of  rashness  ia  the  attempt,  I  m«'3t 
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state  to  your  lordship,  iliat  the  allied  army, 
after  a  night-march  of  sixteen  hours  f-rom 
the  camp  near  Vc;;er,  ai  rived  in  the  mornv 
ing  of  the  fifth  on  the  low  r dge  of  Bar- 
rosa,  about  four  mdes  to  the  southward  of 
the  mouth  or*  the  Santi  Pecri  river.  This 
height  extends  inland  about  a  mile  and  a 
half,  continuing  on  the  north  the  extensive 
heathy  plain  of  Chiclana.  A  great  pine- 
forest  skirts  the  plain,  and  circles  round 
the  height  at  some  distance,  terminating 
down  to  Santi  Petri  ;  the  intermediate 
space  between  the  north  side  of  the  height 
and  the  forest  being  uneven  and  broken. 
—A  well-conducted  and  successful  attack 
on  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  lines  near  Santi 
Petri,  by  the  van-guard  of  the  Spanish 
army  under  Brig.  Gen.  Ladrizabel,  having 
opened  the  communication  with  the  Isla 
de  Leon,  I  received  C^eneral  la  Pena^s  di- 
rections to  move  down  from  tlie  position 
of  Barrosa,  to  that  of  the  Torre  de  Eer- 
mesa,  about  half-way  to  tlie  Santi  Petri 
river,  in  order  to  secure  the  communica- 
tion across  the  river,  over  which  a  bridge 
had  been  lately  established.  This  latter  po- 
sition occupies  a  narrow  v/aody  ridge,  the 
right  on  the  sea-cliiF,  the  left  falling  down 
to  the  Almanza  creek,  on  the  edge  of  the 
marsh.  A  hard  sandy  beach  gives  an  easy 
communication  between  the  western  points 
of  these  two  positions. — My  division  being 
halted  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Barrosa 
height,  was  marched  about  12  o'clock 
through  the  wood  towards  the  Bermesa, 
(cavalry  patroles  having  previously  beeis 
sent  towards  Chiclana,  without  meeting 
with  the  enemy).  On  the  march  1  re- 
ceived notice  that  the  enemy  had  appeared 
in  force  on  the  pUsin,  and  was  advancing 
towards  the  heights  of  Barrosa. — As  I  con- 
sidered that  position  as  the  key  of  that  of 
Santi  Petri,  I  immediately  counter-maiH.-h- 
ed  in  order  to  support  the  troops  left  Car 
its  defence  ;  and  the  alacrity  with  which 
this  manoeuvre  was  executed  served  aa  a 
favourable  omen.  It  was  however  im- 
possible in  such  intricate  and  difficult 
ground  to  preserve  order  in  the  eoluranj, 
and  there  nsver  was  time  to  restore  k  eu- 
tirely. — But  before  we  could  get  ourselves 
quite  disentangled  from  the  wood ,;the  troops 
on  the  Barrosa  hill  were  seen  returning 
from  it,  while  the  enemy's  left  wing  vv-as 
rapidly  ascending.  At  the  same  time,  hii 
right  wing  stood  on  the  plain, ^DHtbe^-eiJgflt 
of  the  wood,  within  cannon-shot,  A  fe»> 
treat  in  the  faee^  of  aueh  an  enemy,-  si- 
ready  within  re?xh  of  the  easy  cojiifl8:.mw« 
cation  -by   the  sea-t»eacb.,  sxMst  j  bgi?«  jo- 
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volved  the  whole  allied  army  in  all  the 
danger  ot"  b^ing  attacked  during  the  un- 
avoidable confusion  of  the  different  corps 
arriving  on  the  narrow  ridge  of  Berniesa 
nearly  at  the  same  time. —  Trusting  to  the 
known  heroism  of  British  troops,  regard- 
Jess  of  the  numbers  and  position  of  their 
enemy,  an  immediate  attack  was  deter- 
luincd  on.  Major  Duncan  soon  opened  a 
powerful  batter)'^  of  ten  guns  in  the  centre. 
Brigadier  Gen.  Dilkes,  with  the  brigade  of 
guards,  Lieut.  Col.  Browne's  (of  the  28th) 
tlauk  battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  Norcott's  two 
companies  of  the  2d  rifle  corps,  and 
Major  Acheson,  with  a  part  of  the  G7th 
foot,  (separated  from  the  regiment  in  the 
wood)  formed  on  the  right. — Colonel 
Wheatly^s  brigade,  v,'ith  three  companies 
of  the  Coldstream  Guards,  under  Lieut. 
Col.  Jackson  (separated  likewise  from  his 
battalion  in  the  wood),  and  Lieut.  Col. 
Barnard's  flank  battalion,  formed  on  the 
left.— As  soon  as  the  infantry  was  thus 
hastily  got  together,  the  guns  advanced  to 
a  more  favourable  position,  and  kept  up  a 
most  destructive  fire. — The  right  wing 
proceeded  to  the  attack  of  General  Rufin's 
division  on  the  hill,  while  Lieut.  Col.  Bar- 
nard's battalion  and  Lieut.  Col.  Bushe's 
detachment  of  the  20ih  Portuguese,  were 
warmly  engaged  with  the  enemy's  tirail- 
leurs on  our  left. — General  Laval's  division, 
notwithstanding  the  havoc  made  by  Major 
Duncan's  battery,  continued  to  advance 
in  very  imposing  masses,  opening  his  fire 
of  musquetry,  and  was  only  checked  by 
that  of  the  left  wing.  The  left  wing  now 
advanced,  tuing ;  a  most  determined  charge 
by  the  three  companies  of  guards,  and 
the  87th  regiment  supported  by  all  the 
remainder  of  the  wing,  decided  the  de- 
feat of  General  Laval's  divi-ion  — The 
Eagle  of  the  8th  regiment  of  light  infan- 
try, which  suffered  immensely,  and  a 
howitzer,  rewarded  this  charge,  and  re- 
niaineu  in  possession  of  Major  Gough,  of 
the  STtli  regiment.  These  attacks  were 
zealously  supported  by.  Colonel  Belson 
with  the  28th  regiment,  and  Lieut.  Colo- 
nel Prevost  with  a  part  of  the  (iTth. — A 
reserve  formed  beyond  the  narrow  viilley, 
across  which  the  enemy  was  closely  pur- 
sued, next  shared  the  same  fate,  and  was 
routed  by  the  same  means.  Meanwhile  the 
right  wing  was  not  less  successful:  the 
enemy,  confident  of  success,  met  General 
Dilkes  on  the  ascent  of  the  hili,  and 
the- contest  was  sanguinary,  but   the  un- 


daunted per.<5evf  ranee  of  the  brigade  of 
guards,  of  Lieut.  Col.  Browne's  battalion, 
and  of  Lieut.  Col.  Norcott's  and  Major 
Acheson's  detachment,  overcame  eveiv 
obstacle,  and  General  Rufin's  division  vva? 
driven  from  the  heights  in  confusion, 
leaving  two  pieces  of  cannon. — No  ex- 
pressions of  mine  could  do  justice  to  the 
conduct  of  the  troops  througl-.out.  Notliing 
less  than  the  almost  unparalleled  exer- 
tions of  every  ofiicer,  the  invincible  bra- 
very of  every  soldier,  and  the  most  de- 
termined devotion  to  the  honour. of  his 
Majesty's  arms  in  all,  could  have  achieved 
this  brilliant  success,  ugainst  such  a  for- 
midable enemy,  so  posted. — In  less  than 
an  hour  and  a  half  from  the  commence- 
ment of  tiie  action,  the  enemy  was  in  full 
retreat.  The  retiring  divisions  met,  halt- 
ed, and  seemed  inclined  to  form  :  a  new 
and  more  advanced  position  of  our  artil- 
lery  quickly  dispersed  them. — The  ex- 
hausted state  of  the  troops  made  pursuit 
impossible.  A  position  was  taken  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  hill  ;  and  we  wera 
strengthened  on  our  right  by  the  return  of 
the  two  Spanish  battalions  that  had  been 
attached  before  to  my  division,  but  wiiich 
I  had  left  on  the  hill,  and  which  had  been 
ordered  to  retire. — These  battalions  (Wal- 
loon guards  and  Ciudad  Real)  made  every 
eilbrt  to  come  back  in  time,  when  it  uas 
known  that  we  were  engaged. — I  under- 
stand, too,  from  General  Whittingham, 
that  with  three  squadrons  of  cavalry  he 
kept  in  check  a  corps  of  infantry  and  ca- 
valry that  attempted  to  turn  the  Barrosa 
height  by  the  sea.  One  squadron  of  tha 
2d  hussars.  King's  German  Legion,  under 
Captain  Busche,  and  directed  by  Lieute- 
nant Colonel  Ponsonby,  (both  had  been 
attached  to  the  Spanish  cavalry),  joined  in 
time  to  make  a  brilliant  and  most  success- 
ful charge  against  a  squadron  of  French 
dragoons,  which  was  entirely  routed. — - 
An  eagle,  six  pieces  of  cannon,  the  Gene- 
ral of  Division  Rufin,  and  the  General  of 
Brigade  Rosseau,  wounded  and  taken; 
the  Chief  of  the  Staff  General  Bellegarde, 
an  Aid-de-Camp  of  Marshal-  Victor,  and 
the  Colenel  of  the  8th  regiment,  with 
many  other  officers,  killed,  and  several 
wounded  and  taken  prisoners  ;  the  field 
covered  with  the  dead  bodies  and  arms  of 
the  enemy,  attest  that  my  confidence  in 
this  division  was  nobly  repaid. 
(To  be  continued.) 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Mr.  Bingkam. -Whatever  appertains 

to  the  safety  and  freedom  of  the  people  is 
proper  to  become  a  subject  of  remark 
under  this  general  head  of  my  work  ;  and, 
certainly,  nothing  has,  fur  a  long  while, 
occurred  more  deeply  interesting  than  the 
case  of  this  gentleman,  who,  as  being 
thought  guilty  of  having-  set  his  oivn  house 
onjire  for  fraudulent  purposes,  has,  for 
some  time  past,  been  an  object  of  general 
execration,  which  was  the  U5ore  bitter 
from    the    circuuistauce   of  his   being    a 

Clergyman, Re  was  tried  at  Horsham, 

in  Sussex,  on  Tuesday,  the  20th  instant, 
upon  two  Bills  of  ladictmeni.  The  first  for 
writing  a  threatening  letter  to  a  farmer,  tell- 
ing liiin  that  his  corn  and  iiou-.esand  cattle 
should  be  destroyed  ;   and,  ihe  second,  for 

burning   his  oivn   house. He    Vi;is    been 

found  NOT  GUILTY  upon  both;,  and, 
while  we  rejoice  at  this,  it  is  the  duty  of 
those  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  en- 
deavour to  prevent  other  innocent  persons 
from  being  persecuted  in  the  like  manner. 

The  foundation   of  the   first  charge 

was,  that  the  threatening  letter  was  picked 
up  upon  a  road  along  which  Mr.  Bingham 
had  just  before  passed.  T^vo  boys  picked 
it  up  ;  and  one  of  them  said,  that  he  thought 
he  saw  it  fly  from  Mr.  Bingham's  clothes. 

No  less  than  six  people  came  to  swear, 

anil  did  swear,  that  they  believed  the  hand 
xvriting  to  be  his.  He  was,  however,  ac- 
quitted.-i— — For  the  other  charge  there 
appeared  to  be  not  the  s/Aallest  shadovj  of 
proof;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  strongest 
possible  presumptive  proof  of  the  negative> 
of  the  charge. — —The  sufferings  of  this 
gentleman  and  his  family  are  not  to  be 
described.  If  the  malefactor,  who  ex- 
piates his  crimes  on  the  gallows,  be,  not- 
withstanding his  gudt,  an  object  of  com- 
passion^  as  he  always  will  be  with  merci- 
ful minds,  what  is  this  gentleman  .''  What 
ought  our  feelings  to  be  for  him  ?  What 
ought  we  to  feel  for  his  wife  and  six  chil- 
dren,? I  really  know  of  no  case  so  loudly 
calling  for  general  commiseration,  and,  if 
it  be  required,  of  aid.  Here  is  a  stroke 
sufftcient  to  ruin  a  oaan }    and  ougiit  a 


man  thus  to  be  ruined  without  any,  even 
the  smallest,  fault  of  his  own  ?  Surely, 
there  ought  to  be  some  means  of  compen- 
sation discovered  for  injuries  like  this. 

Upon  the  swearing  to  the  hand  tvriting  I 
cannot  help  making  a  few^  remarks,  which 
may  tend  to  put  JURIES  upon  their 
guard  against  bold  sivearers  of  this  sort. — — 
i  have  often  taken  one  hand  writing  for 
another,  and  where  is  the  man  who  has 
not.  But,  I  have,  in  my  own  experience, 
such  an  instance  of  the  uncertainty  as  to 
the  identifying  of  hands  writing,  that  X 
cannot  refrain  from  mentioning  it.  — r— » 
The  reader  will .  easily  suppose,  that  my 
hand  writing  must  be  pretty  well  settled  ; 
that  it  must  be  grown  into  a  sort  q^  charac- 
ter of  its  oivn,  zvA  that  those  who  are  ifl. 
the  habit  of  seeing  it  frequently  would 
safely  swear  to  it,  especia^y  when  1  tell 
him,  that  it  is  full  of  singularities,  not 
only  in  the  shape  of  the  letters  themselves, 
but  in  the  general  cast  and  appearance  of 
it,  the  constant  necessity  of  combiaiag 
great  dispatch  with  perfect  legibility  ijaving 

profluced  it But,  in  spite  of  all  this, 

the  writing  of  all  my  children,  v.ho  caa 
write,  is  so  much  like  mine,  that,  ai  the 
first  look,  every  one  would  take  it  (oi^ 
mine ;  and,  the  writing  of  my  eldest  soii 
(12  years  of  age)  is  such  an  exact  likeness 
of  it,  in  all  respects  whatever,  even  to  the 
very  points  and  commas  and  dots,  that  I 
defy  any  human  being  to  tell  one  from 
the  other.  A  letter  shall  be  written  be- 
tween us,  some  of  the  paragraphs  by  one 
and  some  by  the  other,  and  I  vrill  defy- 
any  man  in  the  world  to  point  out  which 
of  them  came  from  one  hand  and  which 
from  the  other.  Persons  the  best  ac- 
quainted with  my  writing  cannot  distin- 
guish mine  from  that  of  my  son.  In 
mw)y  instances  the  wonderful  siuillarity 
has  made  gentleqjen,  who, have  vyUness^ 
it,  resolve  never  to  swear  to  Hands  turiling^^., 
and,  in  scores  of  instances,  /  iny&df  has^ 

taken  fny  son's,  haiyi  for  my  .o'Ufr^-r-. Now-, 

this  being  the  case  witjj  a  bov  12  years  of 
age,  who  has  never  been  iat^it  this  imita- 
tion, but,  who  iias  me.i'ely  fallen  into  it 
from  habit,  I  leave  the  reader  to  guess 
how  dangerous  it  ntust  be  to  make  th« 
2D 
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liberty  and  life  of  a  man  depend  upon 
oaths  as  to  similarity  of  hands  writing. 
When  Mr.  Lemaitre,  whose  hard  case 
has  been  so  long  before  the  public,  was 
•ishown  the  address  of  a  letter  by  the  Privy 
GaviNciL,  and  asked  whether  that  was  his 
hand  writing,  he  answered  3*e5;  but,  when 
he  came  to  see  the  contents  of  tlie  letter, 
he  said  he  never  zvrote  it.  This  was  looked 
Upon  as  proof  of  his  guilt.  Yet^  might  not 
the  same  happen  to  me,  if  the  address  of 
a  letter  to  an  acquaintance  of  mine  were 

written  by  my  son  ? 1  hope,  tliat  this 

case  of  Mr.  Bingham  will  be  a  warning 
to  juries  how  they  decide  upon  oaths  as 
to  hands  writing,  and  that  it  will  also  he  a 
warning  to  witnesses  how  they  make  such 
oaths.  No  man's  life  is  safe  if  it  is  to  be 
ailected  by  such  evidence  ;  for,  how  many 
men  are  there,  who  can,  in  the  coui^^e  of 
a  few  days,  learn  to  imitate,  to  the  greatest 
perfection,  anj^  hand  Writing  !  In  short, 
to  adfnit  of  such  evidence  is  to  put  every 
man's  life  in  jeopardy,  to  expose  him  to 
the  murderous  machinations  of  spies,  in- 
formers, and  all  the  dark  troop  of  villains, 
who  trade  in  accusations  and  live  upon 
human  blood.  The  Chief  Baron,  who 
tried  the  Indictments  against  Mr.  Bingham, 
seems  to  have  behaved  with  great  huma- 
nity towards  the  injured  prisoner,  who,  on 
his  side,  appears  to  have  discovered  great 
fortitude,  and  manliness  of  character,  and 
to  have  been  kindly  and  feelingly  sup- 
ported by  his  friends,  as  he  ought  to  be 
by  his  neighbourhood  and   by  the  public 

at  large. One  point  in  the  evidence 

against  him,  as  to  the  threatening  letter, 
was,  that  the  ivater-7nark  in  the  paper  cor - 
responded  with  that  of  paper  on  lohich  he 
had  written  to  other  people.  Good  God  ! 
What  evidence  is  this  ?  He  proved,  that 
the  same  sort  of  paper  was  commonly 
sold  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  but,  suppose 
it  had  not  ?  Even  suppose  that  he  used 
paper  made  for  his  use  exclusively,  how 
,^as  he  to  answer  that  no  servant  of  his 
ifirould  take  away  a  dieet  of  his  paper  .? 
And,  in  all  likelihood,  any  villain,  who 
fvould  imitate  his  handwriting,  v>ould,  even 
in  such  a  case,  take  care  lo  gtH  ai  a  sheet 
Iff  his  paper;  while  he  himself,  if  he  was 
about  to  write  a  threatening  letter,  would 
take  .special  care  to  funiish  himself  with 
«Dmc  other  sort  of  paper.— —There  is  no- 
thing more  carefully  to  be  gu&.rded  against 
ithan  this  slender  sort  of  evidence,  wh.ch.at 
.best,  atHounts  to  grounds  of  mere  suspiczan. 
dlt.is  unworthy  of  the  name  of  evidaice, 


jeopardy  upon  it.-  There  must  be  some 
very  vile  wretches  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Mr.  Bingham,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
that  they  will  yet  be  discovered.  The 
cause  of  this  gentleman  is  that  of  every 
good  man.  It  is  the  cause  of  innocence 
against  false  accusation ;  and,  the  gentle- 
men in  Sussex  will  be  shamefully  wanting 
lo  themselves  as  well  as  to  justice  towards 
him,  if  they  fail  to  show  him  all  the  coun- 
tenance in  their  power,  and,  indeed,  to 
compensate  him  amply  SLndivbsianliaUy  for 
his  wrongs.  '.<,'.*»/?:.  n-is!    'Ji 

Corn  against  Sugar.-  In  my  last 
Number,  at  page  749,  I  inserted  an  ac- 
count ot  the  proceedings  of  the  Com  gen- 
tlemen, who  meet  against  Sugar  at  the  St. 
Albans  Tavern.  In  the  present  Number, 
at  the  end  of  this  Summary,  I  insert  cer- 
tain Resolutions,  passed  by  the  Sugar  gen- 
tlemen, met  at  the  City  of  London  Tavern, 

on  Tuesday,  the  26lh  instant. The  fire 

from  the  East  certainly  over-jiowcrs  that 
from  the  West ;  and,  if  the  Corn  gentle- 
men have  most  money,  the  Sugar  gentle- 
men have  decidedly  most  wit.— — Tlicse 
Sugar  Resolutions  contain  so  many  distinct 
propositions,  very  well  drawn  up.  They 
are  clear  in  their  meaning,  and  unless 
they  can  be  controverted  as  to  their  pre- 
mises, their  conclusions  are  indubitable. 
All,  therefore,  that  my  lord  Sidmouth  and 
his  worthy  coadjutors,  Mr.  Cuuwen  and 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  have  to  do,  is,  to  refute 
the  propositions.  And,  I  would  beseech 
them  not  to  look  upon  this  as  unnecessary; 
for,  they  may  be  assured,  that  there  are 
not  in  this  whole  kingdom,  as  many  peo- 
ple as  would  make  up  a  good  large  card- 
party,  who  are  disposed  to  believe  a  thing 
to  be  wrong  merely  because   these   three 

great  men  say  that  it  is  wrong. 1  #0 

not,  for  m\'-  part,  see,  why  the  duty  upon 
Sugar  should  not  be  made  so  low  as  to 
enable  people  to  use  it  for  good  purposes. 
It  is  nutritious  and  ivho'tsomt.  Would  it 
not  be  belter  to  kt  peopi«"  use  the  coarse, 
as  they  do  molasse.-i  in  America,  as  a  Sort 
of  sauce  lo  fat  pork  and  bacon  ?  Why  not 
use  it  for  the  fatting  of  hogs?  Bt-tter  do 
that  than  let  it  rot  in  the  warehouses  and 
tax  tlie  paople  to  lend  monf  y  tb  its  owners, 
who  would  want  nothing  lent  to  them,  Vt" 

you  will  let  them  sell  tlieir  goods. 'ITiis 

colony  tvork  is,  at  last,  come  to  a  pretty 
pass.  A  f&'rraer  (for  v^hy  should  not  that 
name  be  given  to  a  Sugar  as  well  as  to  a 
Corn  grower)  in  Jamaica  is  thus  situated. 


s»nd  i^jsn's  lives  ought'  not  to  be\:i«lt  io    Wc  compel  hitu  to  buy  all  his  household 
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goods,  tools,  wearing  apparel,  and  what- 
ever else  he  cannot  get  in  Jamaica,  of  US. 
We  compel  him  to  send  TO  US  all  that 
part  of  his  produce  which  he  does  not  ex- 
pend at  home  (except  a  little  occasionally 
exchanged  with  the  Americans  for  wood 
and  food) ;  and,  yet  (oh,  intolerable  in- 
justice and  oppression  !)  we  will  not  let 
him  sell  that  produce  to  the  people,  when 

he  has  sent  it  to  us! ^This  is  die  short, 

but  fair,  state  of  his  case. Why  do  we 

not  let  him  carry  his  produce  to  other  coun- 
tries and  get  his  goods  and  tools  from  iho.se 
countries?  "  Oh  !  you  traitor,"  exclaims 
some  loyal  land-owner !  "  would  you 
*'  alienate  Jamwica  from  the  Mother  coun- 
"  try  f"  Well,  then,  if  you  will  not  con- 
sent to  this,  why  will  you  not  let  the  Ja- 
maica farmer  come  into  the  market  with 
you?  Mother!  Pretty  mother  indeed! 
iSlie  is  (or,  at  least,  you  would  have  her 
be)  like  too  many  other  modern  mothers, 
who  perform  the  oiFice  with  wonderful 
alacrity  till  the  hour  arrives  for  giving 
comfort  and  support  to  their  oifsjjring, 
when  they  cast  theru  off  to  draw  their 
nourishment  from  an  alien  breast.  Rous- 
seau, in  his  work  of  matchless  eloqu  nee, 
says,  she  who  refuses  to  her  child  that 
which  nature  has  said  shall  be  his  birth- 
right, has  no  cinim  to  his  affection  or  his 
duty:  she  has  ??o  so/i ;  he  has  no  inother. 
But,  we  are  worse  tiian  these  unnatural 
mothers,  these  mothers,  on  whose  conduct 
the  example  even  of  the  tygress  is  a  re- 
proach; we  are  (or  thest-  Curn  gentlemen 
wuuKl  have  us  be)  worse  than  they;  for, 
they  do  think  it  their  duly  to  get  a  hire- 
ling mother  (though  almost  neassaiihj  au 
unnatural  one)  to  supply  their  pioce; 
where.is  we,  not  only  do  iiot  furnish  any 
substitute,  but  absolutely  forbid  our  colo- 
nial ofl'sprmg  to  find  nourishment  amongst 

strangers. These  colonies  are  expensive 

to  us,  and,  therefore,  we  ought  to  derive 
all   the  benefit  from  them  that  they  are 

capable  of  yielding. Very  well ;   but, 

bear  in  mind,  that  it  is  our  own  choice  that 
they  are  expensive  to  us.  Bear  in  mind, 
that  the  colonists  do  not  ask  us  to  keep 
them  in  our  possession.  If  we  will  set 
them  free,  let  them  carry  their  produce, 
or  send  it,  where  they  please,  and  buy 
their  tools  and  clothes  where  they  please, 
they  will  call  upon  us  for  no  expences. 
\Ve  should  not,  therefore,  blame  them  for 
that  which  arises  out  of  our  own  choice. 
We  compel  them  to  remain  subjects  to  us, 
and  we  cry  out  about;  the  expence  arising 
from  it,  •— —  It  has  been  said,  that  the 
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cause  of  the  overstock  of  Sogar,  is,  that 
too  much  is  raised,  and  that  the  West 

India  farmers  should  raise  less. This  is 

very  true  in  one  respect;  but,  observe* 
that,  if  the)'^  raise  less,  they  will  xuaiit  less- 
of  your  manufactures,  less  of  the  produce  of^ 
England.  And,  I  must  be  excused  if  i 
do  not  see  that  they  raise  too  much,  so 
lung  as  I  can  point  out  the  means  of  using 
their  Sugar  instead  of  corn  in  England, 
while  England  is  obliged  to  bring  corn 
from  the  dominions  of  the  enemy, '  and  pay 
him  an  enormous  duty  upon  it,  and  while 
he  will  take  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  in 

payment. This  is  the  fact  that  stares 

the  corn  gentlemen  in  the  face.  When, 
indeed,  "  our  vallies  shall  be  so  filled  with 
"  corn"  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  to 
bring  any  from  foreign  countries ;  when 
our  own  fields  grow  enough  food  for  our 
own  eating;  when  Mr.  Cukwen,  whether 
from  the  stewing  of  straw,  or,  profiting 
from  the  hint  of  his  India  friend,  extract- 
ing "  good  food"  for  the  people  out  of  horse 
dung"^ ;  when  he  can  say,  "  here,  we  have 
"  corn  enough  for  ail  your  wants,  and 
"  there  is  no  longer  any  need  of  importa'- 
"  tion."  When  he  can  say  this,  we  will 
hear  v^hat  he  has  to  say  about  shutting  out 
sugar  from  the  market ;  k/ut,  until  then, 
he  may  be  well  assured,  that,  rally' as  often 
as  he  pleases,  he  will  always  get  defeated 

ia  his  opposition  to  the  use  of  Sugar. 

if  importation  of  Corn  should  be  rendered 
unnecessary,  as  it  will,  in  time>  be,  by  the 

*  "  The'  general  scarcity  of  grain 
"  which  previiiled  at  that  time  induced 
'  many  thousands  to  flock  to  the  British 
'•'  ca  np  in  search  of  food,  and  I  daily 
"  witnessed,  for  weeks  together,  tnany 
"  hundreds  of  all  ages  and  sexes,  coming 
"  into  the  lines  of  our  cavalry,  and  anxiously 
"  collecting  and  carrying  away  the  excre- 
"  ment^  as  it  fell  from  the  horses ;  this 
"  they  exposed  for  a  few  hours  to  the  sun, 
"  and  by  rubbing  and  sifting  it,  procured 

"  a  large  supply  of  GOOD  FOOD." 

This  Mr.  Curwen  publishes  in  his  "  Hints 
"  ON  Agbicultural  Subjects,"  as  part  of 
an  "  Interesting  Communication,"  sent  him 
bv  "  a  very  intelligent  officer,  who  had 
'^served  long  in  India;"  and  a  pretty 
hint  it  is  for  an  English  Landowner  to  pub- 
lish. I  wonder  it  had  not  led  the  inquisi- 
tive mind  of  Mr.  Curwen  to  consider  what 
degree  of  nutriment  might  have  been 
found   for   the    poor   in   the   milk  of  the 

cavalry. ^Boaes  aad  brotk always  to  g» 

together.  ^ 

2  D2 


775J 

diminulion  qf  the  number  of  hands  employed 
in  manufactures,  it  will  then  become  a  92^*- 
tion  whether  we  ought  to  shut  Sugar  out 
qf  the  market  as  a  competitor  of  Corn  ; 
hut,  at  present,  it  cannot  be  a  matter  of 
doubt  with  any  impartial  man  of  sense ; 
a«d,  the  opposition  to  the  use  of  Sugar 
"instead  of  Corn  in  the  Distilleries,  while 
we  are  buying  corn  from  our  enemy  with  gold 
and  silver,  can  arise,  I  think  it  must  be 
allowed,  from  nothing  but  the  grossest  of 
ignorance, accompanied,  insome  instances, 

with  greediness  insatiable. 'Why  does 

iv)t  Mr.  CuRWEN  object  to  the  sale  oi tea? 
He  has  found  out  a  method  of  keeping 
the  poor  upon  viilk,  proceeding  from  his 
stewed  straw  and  his  cabbages ;  and,  he 
would  cut  off  all  the  allowances  of  tea  and 
butter,  and  almost  the  whole  of  the  bread. 
He  asserts,  that  milk  is  move  wholesome, 
nutritious,  and  strengtfiening,  than  bread 
and  butter  and  tea;  and  that  it  is  a  better 
beverage  for  hard-working  men,  than  porter,  or 
beer,  because  it  is  harder  of  digestion.  So 
that  here  he  comes  athwart  the  hawser  of 
the  Barley-growers;  and,  while  he  is  pub- 
lishing a  book  to  make  milk  a  beverage  of 
catholic  use  ;  while  he  is  at  work  tooth 
and  nail  to  drive  beer  and  porter  out  of 
vogue,  he  is  meeting  at  the  St.  Alban's 
Tavern  to  promote  the  making  of  barley 
into  poisonous  whiskey  !  Aye,  and  assert- 
ing, that  if  this  be  not  done,  we  shall  have 
no  resource  of  corn  in  times  of  scarcity  ! 
He  seems  quite  to  have  forgotten  that  fa- 
mous resource,  the  milk,  which,  according 
to  bis  book,  is  meat,  drink,  and  almost 
clothing,  and  with  which,  in  his  Sangrado- 
like  zeal,  he  appears  to  wish  to  drench 
and  wring  the  bowels  of  the  whole  nation. 
But,  enough  of  these  fooleries.  Let 
us  come  to  something  more  worthy  of  our 
serious  attention.  '        •, 

Jubilee  Dollahs. In  my  last  Num- 
ber, at  page  Tl-tj,  I  suggested  soiije  doubts 
a$  to  what  might  be  necessary  to  be  done, 
in  consequence  of  the  rise  in  the  price  of 
the  Dollar,  as  to  the  salaries  of  persons  in 
the  employment  and  pay  of  the  govern- 
ment, and,  by  way  of  illustration,  I  took 
the  case  of  my  Lords  the  Judges,  who  will 
now  receive  the  Dollar  at  5s,  Qd.  instead 
of  5s.  as  they  did  before.  I  suppose  a 
Judge  to  receive  £.  4,000  a  year;  and  if 
he  receives  this  in  Dollars  at  5*.  6d.  in- 
stead of  5s.  it  is  as  clear  as  day  light,  thpt 
he  will  receive  only  £.  3,000  instead  of 
jf. 4,000.  And,  as  the  Dollar  rises,  it  is 
quite  manifest,  that  my  Lord's  salary  "wilJ, 
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in     fact,   fall. The     instance    of  the 

Judges  having  been  taken,  I  followed  the 
chain  of  observation  to  other  persons  re- 
ceiving salaries  but  of  the  taxes  raised 
upon,  and  went  on  the  pensioners,  and 
even  to  the  Army  and  Navy,  observing, 
that  it  appeared  to  me,  that,  if  any  of  the 
salaries  were  raised,  the  pay  of  the  Artny 
and  JVra3/ must  be  raised  too.— —A  corres- 
pondent, noticing  these  observations,  cries 
out  against  me  for  proposing  the  salaries  of 
the  Judges  to  be  raised;  and  accuses  me  of 
having  given  encouragement  to  adding  to 
the  public   expenditure,  and,  of  course,  to 

the  taxes. Keally   I  poposed  no   such 

thing.  I  was  merely  speculating  hypo- 
thctically  upon  the  consequences  of  the 
progressive  depreciation  of  the  paper,  or, 
as  Lord  Bathurst  calls  it,  the  rise  ih  the 
price  of  Bullion.  I  did  not  propose  that 
the  Judges  should  be  paid  more  than  they 
now  receive,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is 
quite  enough.  I  whs  only  saying,  that,  if 
their  pay  was  raised,  that  of  the  Soldiers 
and  Sailors  would  be  raised,  of  course; 
and,  I  merely  took  the  instance  of  my 
Lords  the  Judges,  because  they  happened 
to    present  themselves    first  to  my  mind. 

1  did   not  propose,  or    reco77ifuend,   or 

sui^gest,  any  thing  as  proper  to  be  done,  at 
present,  in  this  way  ;  no,  nor  at  any  future 
time;  1  was  merely  speaking  of  some  of 
the  consequences  of  a  further  rise  in  the 
nominal  value  of  the  Dollar,  and  was, 
amongst,  other  consequences,  stating  those 
which  would  arise  to  persons  receiving 
pay  aut  of  the  taxes, especially  if  this  pay 
was  in  fixed  annual  sums. 1  have  enter- 
ed into  this  explanation  in  order  to  satisfy 
my  correspondent,  that  I  did  not  recom- 
mend, or  mean  to  recommend,  any  addi- 
tion whatever  to  be  made  to  the  salaries  of 
the  Judges,  or  of  any  body  else.  But,  I 
must  repeat,  that,  if  any  rise  do  take 
place,  I  am  of  opinion  it  must  go  all 
through,  not  omitting  iiie pensioners;  for, 
why  should  they  be  omitted  }  Why 
should  any  distinction  be  made  i*  There 
are  hundreds  o{ officers'  widows  and  children, 
whose  cases  must  call  for  as  much  com- 
passion as  the  ca.se  of  any  human  beings. 
There  was  some  remarks  in  the  Morn- 
ing CHnoNicLE,  upon  the  subject  of  these 
Jubilee  Dollars,  which  I  will  first  insert, 
and  offer  some  observations  upon  them  ; 
for  the  subject  is  of  vital  importance  :  it  is 
the  Alpha  znd  Omega  of  English  politics  : 
every  titing,  atf  to  events,  turns  upon  it. — — 
"  In  the  Report  of  the  Bullion  Committee 
"  is  the  following  passage  : — "  Your  Cora- 
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*'  *'  mittee  beg  leave  to  advert  to  the 
"'  "  temptahon  to  resort  to  a  depreciation 
"  "  even  of  the  value  of  the  Gold  Coin,  by 
"  "  an  alteration  of  the  Standard.  This 
*'  "  has  been  the  resource  of  many  Go- 
<'  ((  vernmentSj  and  is  the  obvious  and 
\  **''f  most  easy  remedy  to  the  evil  in  ques- 

'^J  "  tion.  But  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell 
H  "  on  the  breach  of  public  faith,  and  the 
"  "  dereliction  of  a  primary  duty  of  Go- 
I"  "  vernment,  which  would  manifestly  be 
'^*  "  implied  in  preferring  the  reduction  of 
y  "  the  coin  down  to  the  standard  of  the 
"  "  paper,  to  the  restoration  of  the  paper  to 

"  "  the  k-gal  standard  of  the  coin/' 

*'  In  this  sentiment  all  the  writers  on  the 
"  subject  have  agreed ;  nor  will  it  proba- 
"  biy  be  controverted  by  any  honest  and 
"  intelligent  man.  It  might  have  been 
,♦'  farther  observed,  that  such  a  remedy 
^*' eould  only  have  a  temporary  effect. 
"  We  may  call  a  piece  of  gold  or  silver 
"  what  we  please,  or  declare  it  shall  pass 
''  among  ourselves  for  any  nominal  sum  ; 
"  but  it  will  never  pass  abroad  for  more 
"  than  its  intrinsic  worth,  and  at  home  the 

1^' price  of  every  article  will  quickly  be 
('enhanced  in  proportion. — When  the 
"  Bank  first  issued  Dollars  at  the  rate  of 
"  5s.  little  attention  was  paid  to  the  princi- 
"  pie.  The  convenience  of  increasing  a 
"  good  silver  currency  was  felt,  and  the 
"  declared  obligation  on  the  Bank  to  take 
"  them  back  at  the  nominal  value  was  re- 
"  lied   on.     The  Bank  has  issued  five  or 

,/4  six  millions  sterling  in  Dollars  at  that 

„*.'  rate  since 


1797,  a  small  part  of  which 

will  never  go  back,  the  far  greater  part 

^^Y  having  been  melted  or  exported.     The 

y*  profit   derived  to  the  Bank  by  this  ope- 

"  ration,  at  the  expence  of  the  public,  is 

"  matter    of  easy    calculation. — But  now 

"  that  the, Bank  has  thought  proper  to  in- 

"  crease  the  nominal  value  ten  per  cent. 

"  and  it  has  become  evident  that  it  may 

'.*  go  on  to  any  amount,   people   begin   to 

;  ,V  open  their   eyes.     Having  the  counte- 

}**  nance  of  Government,  what  hinders  the 

tfj  Bank  to  operate  on  the  Gold  Coin  in  the 

'  "same  way  they  have  done  on  the  Sdver, 

"  or  to  issue  pieces   of  gold,  intrinsically 

"  virorth  \5s.  to  pass   for   Guineas. — It  is 

^.*f  vain  to  say  the  Dollars  are   not  current 

"^'^coin,  while  no  person  can  refuse  them, 

I  **  or  obtain  the  change  of  a  20*.  note  vsrith* 

^''''f  but  taking  them.     That  they  have  not 

,i/''bfcen  made  a  legal  tender,  is  just  such  A 

'  '**  quibble   as    maintaining   that   Bank  of 

^*JEngland  Notes  are  not  efiectually  such 

,j^s^  tender.    As  Mr.  Giddy  ©bseTK'es,  the 
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"  public  Creditors  must  take  them,  or  go 
"  unpaid. — The  excuse  for  the  augmenti- 
"  ation  of  the  nominal  value  of  the  DoK 
"  lars  is,  that  Silver  has  risen  in  jrric'e.  In 
"  comparison  with  what  has  it  risen? 
"  Silver,  in  comparison  with  Silver  of  th^ 
"  same  standard,  cannot  rise.  It  will  not 
"  be  pretended  that  Gold  has  risen,  as  in 
"  comparison  with  Silvei',  beyond  the 
"  usual  difference.  But,  in  comparison 
"  with  Bank  Paper,  Silver  has  undoubt- 
"  edly  risen,  or,  in  more  accurate  terms, 
"  the  Paper  has  depreciated.  That  fact 
"  was  suflTiciently  demonstrated  before, 
"  the  comparison  being  made  with  Gold, 
"  which  is  the  true  and  only  standard. 
"  But  if  that  were  wanted,  the  fact  seems 
"  to  be  put  beyond  all  doubt  by  this  ope- 
"  ration  of  the  Bank  itself,  and  the  pre- 
"  sent  rate  of  depreciation  fixed  at  very 
"  nearly  20  per  cent.  How  soon  it  may 
"  be  at  50  per  cent,  no  man  can  tell,  while 
"  the  Bank  is  per?mtted  to  follo-M  the  course  it 
"  has  done  for  some  years  past,  and  which  it 
"  seems  resolved  to  persist  in,  while  any 
"  Gold  or  Silver  remains  in  the  country. '' 

Now,  I  shall  not,  I  am  quite  sure,  be 

suspected  of  any  partiality  towards  the 
Old  Lady  in  Threadneedle  Street,  whom 
I  look  upon  as  having  been  one  of  the 
great  causes  of  all  the'  niischiefs  that  have 
been  brought  upon  the  country  j  but, 
really,  I  do  not  understand  these  charges 
against  the  Bunk.  "  While  the  Bank  is 
"permitted  to  follow  the  course  it  has  done 
"  for  some  years  past."  Why,  Mr. 
Perry,  how  can  the  Bank  help  it  ^  How 
can  any  body  refuse-  to  permit  the  Bank  to 
go  on  as  it  does  ?  It  is  an  old  saying,  that 
one  cannot  have  blood  out  of  a  flint  stone; 
but,  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  this  truth 
is  not  more  obvious  than  the  truth,  that 
you  cannot  make  the  Bank  change  its 
course,  and  that  the  Bank  cannot  change 
its  course  of  itself.  "  Resotvedto  persist!" 
Why,  you  may  as  well  reproach  my  man 
Compton  with  resolving  to  hare  but  one 
arm.  The  poor  fellow  had  it  shot  off; 
and,  is  he  to  be  accused  of  persistirig  in 
having  but  one  af m  ?  Yet,  is  there,  in  my 
opinion,  full  as  much  injustice  in  charging 
the  Bank  with  persisting  in  iravin«-  paper- 
money  instead  of  real  money. — —WeH, 
but  will  I  allow  there  to  be  no  re?nedy  then  ? 
That  we  will  talk  about",  afte^  I  have  heard 
the  debate  upon  Mr.  HoRNEii's  m'otibn, 
which,  1  see,  is  coftiing  on,  that  gentlenoan 
having  sent  up  word  to  the  Honourable 
House,  that  he  means  to  come  on  with  it 
in  a  short  tim^.    Bt>{,  iu  the  mei^v(^hile« 
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it  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe,  that  I  shall, 
in  ray  remaining  Letters  on  I'aptr  against 
Gold,  treat  of  this  matter  at  full  length.  I 
•ehould  have  done  it  long  ago;  but,  I 
wished  first  to  hear  what  the  Honourable 
House  had  to  say  upon  it.  When  I  have 
^/(«r  opinions  before  me  ;  when  I  have  all 
their  projects  of  remcdits,  then  I  will  give 
mine;  and  time  will  tell  who  is  right 
and  who  wrong.  But,  I  have  no  scruple 
in  saying  even  now,  that,  if  there  be  no- 
bbing better  in  reserve,  in  the  way  of  re~ 
Jtnedy,  than  what  I  have  seen  in  the  BuU 
linn  Report,  it  will  be  only  another  6u6Wt', 
added  to  all  that  we  have  seen  before ; 
if  tbcre  be  nothing  but  the  scheme  of  re- 
iitoriiig  the  paper,  the  disappointment  of  all 
those  who  look  to  that  scheme  as  a  remedy 
will  be,  at  the  least,  full  as  great  as  any 
that  they  have  hitherto  experienced. — — 
In  the  above  article,  Mr.  Perky  tells  us, 
that, '«  when  the  Bank  first  issued  Dollars 
**  at  5s.    little   attention  was    paid  to    the 

*<  piinciple." By    himself,    he    means, 

perhaps  ;  but,  by  me,  to  my  great  annoy- 
ance from  aih\iSQ,  very,  great  attention  was 
paid  to  it ;  and,  I,  in  every  stage  of  the 
measure,  reprobated  the  power  given  to 
the  Bank,  and  foretold  its  consequences. 
If  Mr.  Perry  will  take  the  trouble  to 
Jook  into  the  Indexes  of  Vols,  IV.  and  V. 
nf  the  Register  under  the  words.  Dollars, 
Bank  Dollars,  and  Bank  NoleSy  he  will  find, 
not  only  that  great  attention  was  paid  to  the 
matter,  but  that  all  the  arguments,  which 
he  now  makes  use  of,  and  a  great  many 
more^  were  then  used,  against  permitting 
the  Bank  to  issue  coin.;  and  also,  that  all 
the  consequences  were  foreseen  and  foie- 
told,  just  as  they  have  come,  and  are  com- 
ing, to  pa;ss.--"  Novj"  this  thing,  he  says, 
is  beginning  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  eyes  of  all  those,  who  were  not 
wilfully  blind,  were  opened  long  ago  ; 
and,.  I  believe,  that  the  far  greater  half  of 
the  people  see  as  clearly  what  is  now  com- 
ing as  they  see  the  sun  when  it  shine.s. 
Whether  the  rod-of-iron  men  or  the  ral- 
liers  or  the  life  and  fortune  or  the  last-shil- 
ling and  last-drop-tof-blood  men  ;  whe- 
ther any  of  these  see  it,  is  more  tiian  I  can 
say,  and,  it  is,  indeed,  what  1  do  not  care 
a  straw  about.  See  it,  or  see  it  not,  no  one 
can  do  any  thing  to  prevent  it,  though,  as  I 
^hall  hereafter  show,  much  may  be  done 
if  faken  in  time,  to  prevent  many  of  the 
h\^\  consequences  which  will  naturally 
arise  from  it,  if  qo  previous  measures  of  pre- 
atiution  are  taken.-r-r-r-But,  at  any  rate,  I 
mm  ^Iwaya  repe^^,  tha»,  let  the  conse- 


quences  be  what  they  maj^  no  part  of  them 
will  be  ascribable  to  the  Jacobins  and  Le- 
vellers, who  have  had  nothing  at  all  to  do 
with  the  matter.  They  have  been  kept 
down.  "  'The  great  statesman  now  no  more" 
and 'his  foilov.ers,  of  both  parties,  have 
succeeded  in  keeping  down  the  Reformers, 
They  have  prevented  Refoj-vi,  and  have 
joined  in  calling  the  Reformers"  a  low  de- 
"  graded  crew."  Well,  then,  the  Re- 
formers have  had  noihing  to  do  with  the 
financial  measures.  They  have  had  no 
power.  They  have  been  told,  that  those 
who  kept  them  down  were  the  wise.stmen 
in  the  world.  They  have  been  reproach- 
ed as  beasts  unfit  to  think  of  such  high 
matters.  Well,  then,  let  us  novj  see  ;  let  us 
see,  and  judge  by,  the  result.  L^^t  these 
men,  who  have  reproached  us  with  all 
sorts  of  baseness,  because  we  have  called 
for  a  reform  nf  parliament  ;  let  them,  now, 
and  in  the  times  that  are  coming,  keep  the 
concern  iii  their  hand,  and  shew  us  the 
result.     ,  -iA  >-/.  vo-'^q.r^syjb.  vf*P.. 

Flogging  the  Poor. A   bill    has 

lately  been  introduced  into  the  House  of 
Commons  by  a  Mr.  Chaplin  (whose  name 
1  never  happened  to  hear  of  before) ;  and, 
according  to  Sir  Samuel  Romilly's  de- 
scription of  it,  it  would  have  authorized 
certain  persons,  to  be  called  Directors 
(no  bad  name,  by  the  by)  taflog  the  poor. 
What  was  said  by  Mr.  Chaplin  himself 
and  by  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  which  I  take 
from  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  26th 
instant,  may  suffice  to  give  the  reader 
some  idea  of  this  Bill,  of  which  I  shall 
publish  an  abstract,  as  soon  as  I  can  lay 
ray   hands   upon   the  famous  instrument. 

— ' It  is   called    the     "  Spilsby     Poor 

"  Bill,"  atid  what  I  am  now  going  to  in- 
sert is  a  report  of  what  these  two  gentle- 
men said,  upon  a  motion  for  a  second  read- 

iag  of  it.-. ."  Mr.  Chaplin  moved  the 

"  second  reading  of  the  Spilsby  Poor  Bill, 
"  for  the  purpose  of  postponing  it  for  a 
"  month.  He  was  aware  that  there  were 
"  many  objectionable  clauses  in  it ;  but, 
"  perhaps,  with  several  alterations,  it 
"  might  be  rendered  worthy  the  attention 
"  of  the  House.—- — Sir  S.  Romilly  was 
"  an.\ious  to  give  every  opportunity  for 
"  improvement,  where  improvement  was 
"  possible,  but  the  whole  frame  and  object 
"  of  the  Bill  was  bad ;  there  was  not  a 
"  single;  clause  but  what  was  liable  to  ob- 
"jection.  Hie  again  adverted  to  some  of 
'*  th?  most  extraordinary  provisions  of 
'<  thi^  Cilh  whiql)  was  intended  to  ope^ratQi 
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"  upon  i-iVenty  united  parishes.  The  Dibec- 
«'  Tons  were  empowered  to  compel  ati  the 
*'  poor  throughout  the  whole  extent  of 
*'  these  parishes,  whether  asking  for  relief  or 
"  not,  to  go  into  this  workhouse.  They 
"  were  to  have  all  the  authority  of  magis- 
"  trates  Avith  respect  to  such  as  theij  should 
"  consider  vagrants.  They  were  to  be  ai- 
"  allowed  to  enter  houses  at  their  discretion 
'"  to  search  foi'  vagrants.  They  might  com- 
"  mit  to  soliturj/  imprisonment,  without  limit, 
"the  poor  which  they  collected,  and  ad- 
"  minister  moderate  correction  for  niisbeha- 
"  viour ;  in  other  words,  they  were  to 
"  have  the  power  of  FLOGGING  THE 
"  POOH  under  their  controul,  at  their  oivn 
"  discretion.  They  might  besides,  by  this 
♦'  Bill,  seize  all  the  poor  children  in  the  parish, 
*<  whether  calling  for  relief  or  not,  and 
"  bind  them  apprentices  at  their  discre- 
"  tion.  He  understood  that  many  of  the 
"  most  respectable  inhabitants  of  Spilsby 
"  had  never  heard  of  such  a  Bill,  and  that 
"  they  strongly  disapproved  of  its  provi- 
"  sions.  He  next  adverted  to  some  very 
"  objectionable  provisions  in  Acts  relating 
"  to  the  Poor,  that  had  passed  in  formei 
"  Sessions,  the  St.  Paul's,  Shadwell  ;  the 
*''  St.  George's,  Southwark,  Acts,  &;c.  and 
<'  recommended  a  more  strict  attention  to 
**  such  Bills  in  future.  He  thought  that  a 
'*  remedy  to  these  Workhouse  Regulations 
"  was  urgently  required,  and  concluded 
"  by  proposing   that  the  Bill  be.  read  a 

••'  second  time  this  day  six  months." 

Here  was  a  pretty  thing  !  The  thanks  of 
the  country  are  due  to  Sir  Samuel  Ro- 
MiLLY  for  this  stand.  What !  FLOG 
them  !     Seize   them   first  by   force,    and 

then  flog  them  I But,  it  is  useless  to 

inake  observations  ;  only,  1  wish  that  the 
poor  of  these  twenty  parishes,  who  were 
thus  to  be  exposed  to  FLOGGING,  could 
read  this  speech  of  Sir  Samuel  Romilly. 
A  great  deal  of  outcry  was  made  against 
StR  Francis  Buruett's  prediction,  that 
the  next  thing  would  be  to  FLOG  THE 
PEOPLE ;  but,  if  this  bill  had  passed,  the 
prediction  would  have  been  most  com- 
pletely fulfilled;  for,  if  they  had  flogged 
twenty  parishes,  why  not  flog  all  the  pa- 
rishes.  The  bill  was,  it  seems,  rejected 

without  a  division  ;  but,  it  was  brought  in; 
i^^  attempt  was  made  ;  and,  it  seems  to 
have  failed  fronf>  the  activity  and  attention 
and  merciful  disposition  of  Siu  Samuel 

Romilly.^ -But,  it  Vvas  not  the  flogging 

^nly,  there  was  that  infernal'  thing  sotitari/ 
imprisonment  ^n&  iVilhoiit  linat,  and  at  dis- 
tntion  t&o  t  •  What  mu&t  be  thoo^t  of 


this  in  foreign  countries  ?  What  tnmtarh/ 
nation  upon  earth  think  of  it  ?  Shall  we 
be  told,  that  Buonaparte  flogs  his  poor? 
Will  this  assertion  be  flung  in  our  teeth'? 
Will  the  venal  writers  of  the  MorniNC 
Post  and  the  Courier  tell  us,  that  we 
ought  not  to  grumble  at  this,  because,  say 
they,  the  people  in  France  are  flogged  ? 
Suppose  such  were  the  case  (and  I  darfe 
say  they  are  as  ready  to  swear  that  it  is 
as  they  were  to  swear  that  Napoleon  and 
his  ministers  boasted  of  being  addicted 
to  unnatural  crimes),  suppose  this  were 
the  case,  what  comfort  would  that  have 
been  to  the  poor  in  Lincolnshire,  if  the 
lash    had    been  permitted  to  be  laid  on 

upon  them  ? This  has,  however,  been 

prevented  ;   and,  again  I  say,  our  thanks 

are  due  to  Sir  Samuel  Romilly. "De- 

"  spise  not  the  poor,  because  he  is  poor,"  is 
a  precept  of  the  Bible  ;  and,  if  we  are  to  re- 
frain from  despising  them,  surely,  we  ought 
nor  to  leave  them  lo  be  flogged  and  invprison- 
ed  at  th:.'  pleasure  of  any  set  of  men  what- 
ever.  What  a  thing  this  is  only  to  be 

nafned,  or  thouj^ht  of,  in  England  !  What 
a  thing  it  is,  in  this,  which  is  everlastingly- 
called  the  freest  and  7nost  happy  country  in 
the  world  !  The  Act  has  not  passed,  and 
will  not  pass  ;  but,  it  was  drawn  up ;  some 
man  must  have  sitten  down  and  written  it 
out ;  it  must  have  been  formed  upon  rfc/t- 
beration ;  it  is  ntxt  to  impossible  that  it 
could  have  arisen  out  of  the  mind  of  one 
man;  no  single  tnan  could  have  supposed 
it  possible,  that,  wholly  unaided,  he  could 
have  been  able   to  carry  through  such  a 

bill. Let  us   hope,   that  this   will  be 

suflicieni  to  produce  caution  for  the  fu- 
ture, and  that  some  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment, imitating  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  will 
look  into  such  matters. 


French  Prince. - 


-The  birth  of  this 


child  is  a  great  event.  In  another  part  of 
this  Number,  I  have  inserted  the  account 
of  it,  as  it  stood  in  our  daily  news-papers; 
for  foolish  as  it  appears,  it  is  what  one  may- 
wish  hereafter  to  refer  to.  It  is  the  first 
announcement  of  an  event  that  may  ha\'e, 
and,  in  all  likefihood,  will  have,  a  great 
effect  upon  the  future  lot  of  the  people  of 
Europe. — ^It  is  a  whimsical  idea,  that  has 
got  abroad,  through  the  news-papers,  that 
his  having  a  child  will  dispose  Napolettti 
io  peace  r  Was  there  ever  any  thing  sq 
foolish!  But,  it  shows  v» hat  our  state isj 
when  vVe  thus  catch  at  straivs.  PeiiCe^ 
Aye,  he  will  be  disposed  to  peace  jlt'ttri^ 
time^  if  tve  will  withdraw:  oar  troops  froB^ 
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Spain,. Portugal,  afii^  ^icily,  and  will  give 
up.  Maitf,  and  all,  the  Jslands  that  we  have 
takegtypm  the  French,  Dutcji,  and  Danes, 
a^.wiil  t:?k,e  care  not  Uf.  interfere  in  the 
^f^i^s'p|], Mexico  and  the  rest  of  South 
Araeriga.  These  are  his  terms  of  peace  ; 
aiid  if  his  Empress  Ijad  had  twins  he  would 
nqt  have  buen  disposed  to  listen  to  any 
other.  Peace,  indeed  !  Iv'ever  shall  v,e 
see  it,  till  the  Dollar  has  done  rising ;  that 
is  to  say,  till  the  paper-nioue}'  has  found 
its  level;  its  natural  Uvel.  Peace!  Why, 
d<jies  he  not  know  all  about  our  situation 
as  well  as  we  do?  Dots  any  body  bc- 
li^ve^  that  he  does  not  hear  all  about  the 
Comt/icrcial  Relief  and  the  f,ve  and  sixpenny 
dollar?-— — \Vhat  an  idea,  that  he  should 
now,  because  he  has  got  a  child,  leave  off 
thinking  about  cowjwesrs  and  jsotuer/  But, 
as  I  said  before,  it;  shows  exactly  what  our 
situation  is.  It  shows  what  a  state  we 
have  been  brought  into,  and  not  by  the  re- 
formers. 


Press   in  India.— 
this  paper,   I    have 


— In  another  part  of 
inserted   the  debate 


upon  the  subject  of  the  J'ress  in  India;  but, 
at  present,  I  have  no  time  to  say  any  thing 
■upon  the  subject.  1  beg  the  reader  to  go 
through.  Look  well  at  it,  and  particu- 
larly at  the  speech  of  Lord  Archibald 
Hamilton,  who  made  the  motion,  out  of 
which  this  curious  debate  arose.  I  gave 
a  description  of  this  Press,  from  very  good 
authority,  in  the  Spring  of  180G;  but  the 
INS  of  that  day  were  loo  busily  employ- 
ed in  St  curing  their  places  to  think  of  the 
matter  then.  It  is  a  very  fine  subject. 
Pray,  reader^  look  well  at  the  speeches, 
I  &hal}  offer  some  remarks  upon  the  sub- 
ject, in  my  next  Number. 

Pakliamentary     Reform. 1     shall 

also,  as  I'ar  as  I  can,  insert  in  this  Number, 
the  debate  upon  Mr.  \Vynne's  Bill  al?6ut 
Bribery    at    Elections.  — —  These    things 

should  not  escape  us  for  an  hour. On 

this  subji;ct,  too,  I  shall,  in  my  next,  offer 
some  observations,  and  I  insert  the  debate 
itself  here,  that  the  reader  may  be  pre- 
pared f(;>r  them. These  are  the  matters 

thzt  really,  concern  the  people  of  England, 
We  may  leave  the  Morning  Post  and  the 
C<^URiER  to  fill  their  columns  abot^^  tl)e 
victories  of  By'SA9p  and  Barrqsa^  apd  the, 
histoi-y  of  General  Penaj  for  although 
Mr.  OrahaH  apj<ears.to  have  showi>  very 
great  bravery  and  to  have  been  well  supr 
ported  by  liis  troops,  the  affair  is,  in  niy 
opinion,  of  in%^ji^]^,less  ^wjportance  ih^f^ 

y     '"^'  ■  ■ ' 


any  one  of  the  sentences  in  Sir  John  An- 
struther's   Speech  upon  Mr.   Wynne's 

Bill  against  Bribery  at  Elections. Not 

that  I  think  any  thing  at  all  of  Mr. 
Wynne's  measure.  It,  would  have  done 
no  good  at  all  in  the  end.  But.  it  caused, 
a  debate,  and  out  ■came  some  things  to  be. 
eternally  borne  in  r^iind. 


Lilerty     of     the     Press. 


Lord 


Folkestone's  motion  about  Ex  Officio  In- 
formations is  another  capital  subject.  H 
is  one  in  which  the  public  are  really  inter- 
ested;  and  as  such  it  shall  be  noticed  in 
my  next, 

W«.  COBBETT, 
State  Prison,  Newgate,  Friday, 
March  2i),  181  1. 

CORN  AGAINST  SUGAR. 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  West  India 
Planters  and  Merchants,  held  at  the  City 
of  London  Tavern,  on  Tuesday  the  26th 
of  March,  1  SI  1,  for  the  purpose  of  faking 
into  consideration  the  Bill  for  the  regula- 
tion of  the  Distilleries  now  before  Parlia- 
ment, &c.  &c. 

Charles  Ellis,  Esq.  M.P.  in  the  Chair. 

Resolved,  That  the  West  India  Colonists, 
do  not  presume  to  question  the  policy  on 
which  the  British  Corn  Laws  are  founded. 

Resolved,  That  by  those  Laws  the  prices 
at  which  Corn  is  permitted  to  be  exported 
or  imported,  have  been  fixed  with  relerence. 
only  to  the  encouragement  of  Agriculture, 
and  to  the  due  supply  of  the  Country. 

Resolved,  That  the  use  of  Corn  in  the 
Distilleries  has  never  been  prohibited, 
except  when  Corn  was  above  the  prices 
at  which  importation  was  permitted  or 
encouraged. 

Resolved,  That  Sugar  has  been  always, 
in  efl'ect,  excluded  from  the  Distilleries, 
except  when  the  use  of  Corn  therein  was 
on  these  principles  prohibited. 

Rvisolved,  That  it  is  therefore  incorrect. 
to  afiirm  that  the  employment  of  Sugar  in 
the  Distilleries  has  ever  been  adopted, 
either  as  a  Boon  to  the  West  India  Colo- 
nists, or  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Agricul- 
tt|ral  Interests  of  Great  Britain. 

Resolved,  That  the  West  India  Colonists 
make  no  claim  to  a  compeiion  calculated  to 
injure,  or  even,  to  expose  to  hazard,  the 
Agricultural  Interest  of  this  Country;  but 
they  confidently  claim,  upon  the  ground 
not  less  of  general  policy  than  of  justic« 
to  their  interests,  that  the  produce  of  the 
Briti^Co|Jipnjes  joiay  b,e  admitted  to  the 
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Distilleries  in  preferen-ce  to  Foreign  Corn. - 

Resolved,  Tliat  whenever  the  growth  of 
British  Corn  is  insufficient  for  the  neces- 
sary consumption  of  the  Connlry,  the  ex- 
traordinary consumption  of  ihe  Distille- 
ries mav  be  supplied  either  by  the  impor- 
tation of  Foreign  Corn,  or  by  the  substitu- 
tion of  bugar,  without  prejudice  to  the 
Britiih  Corn  Grower;  and  that  the  efFect 
upon  the  price  of  British  Corn  will  be  th« 
same,  whetlier  Sugar  or  Foreign  Corn  th 
employed  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  by  official 
accounts  now  before  Parliament,  that  the 
real  value  of  the  Corn,  Grain  and  Flour 
imported  into  Great  Britain  from  Foreign 
parts  (Ireland  of  course  excluded),  amounts 
on  the  average  of  eleven  years  (from  1800 
to  1810  both  inclusive)  to  3,721, 8(i0/.  and 
that  in  the  last  year  it  reached  the  sum  of 
7,077,865/,  while  the  real  value  of  the 
grain  annually  consumed  in  the  Distillery 
of  Great  Britain  (when  supplied  by  grain), 
may  be  estimated  at  aHout  950,000/.  or 
about  470,000  quarters,  which  quantity  in 
these  latter  years  would  have  been  further 
required  to  be  annually  imported,  if  Sugar 
had  not  been  substituted  for  Corn  in  the 
Distilleries. 

Resolved,  That  although  Barley  does 
not  constitute  a  large  proportion  of  the 
usual  importation  of  Foreign  Corn,  yet  as 
the  consumption  of  this  article  in  the  Dis- 
tilleries is  asserted  to  afford  a  resource 
against  an  occasional  deficiency  in  the 
supply  of  British  Corn,  and  to  operate  as 
a  Granary  for  the  food  of  Man  and  Beast 
in  lime  of  scarcity  (an  eftect  vvhich  could 
not  be  produced,  except  upon  the  princi- 
ple that  the  consumption  and  price  of  one 
species  of  Grain  are  influenced  by  those  of 
another,)  there  appear  from  ttie  facts 
above  stated,  of  the  averuge  import  of 
grain,  to  exist  ample  means,  both  for  en- 
couragement of  British  Agriculture,  and 
also  for  some  support  to  the  British  Colo- 
nies, with  the  additional  advantage  of  di- 
minishing that  large  tribute,  which  we  an- 
nually pay  to  the  Agriculture,  Commerce, 
and  Resources  of  the  Enemy. 

Resolveil,  That  the  incidental  advantage 
arising  from  the  admission  of  Sugar  to  the 
Distilleries,  as  proposed  by  the  Bill  now 
before  Parliament,  '.s  so  guarded  by  the 
Provisions  of  that  Bill,  that  the  West  India 
Colonist  so  far  from  being  in  effect  admit- 
ted to  an  equal  competition,  for  the  Dis- 
tillery with  British  Corn,  is  not  even  ad- 
mitted upon  terras  as  favourable  as  the 
Foreign  Importer  3   the  Foreign  Importer 


is  admitted  into  general  competition  with 
the  British  Corn  Grower  when  Barldy  is  at 
335.  per  quarter,  while  38s.  per  quarter  is 
the  price  now  proposed  to  be  fixed  for  the 
admission  of  Sugar  into  competiiioii  with 
British  tind  Foreign  Coin  conjointly,  on 
what  is  assumed  lo  be  an  equal  footing.  - 
Resolved,  That  this  Bill,  therefore,' 
though  advantageous  to  the  West  India 
Colonists,  as  compared  with  the  total  ex- 
clusibn  from  the  Distilleries,  to  which  they 
have  been  subjected,  will  be  a  benafit  very 
jar  short  of  that  to  which  they  conceive 
themselves  to  be  equitably  entitled,  and 
which,  in  consequence  of  the  necessity 
for  a  large  importation  of  Foreign  Corn, 
might  be  afforded  to  them  without  dis- 
couragemeat  to  the  Agriculture  of  the 
Country.  C.  Ellis,  ChairmatJ. 

The  Chairman  having  left;  the  Chair, 
Resolved,  That  the  Thanks  of  the  Meet- 
ing be  given  to  the  Chairman  for  his  con- 
duct in  the  Chair.      Wm.  Holden,  Sec. 


PRESS  IN  INDIA. 
Loud  Archibald  Hamilton's  Motion, 
AND  Debate  theueon,  in  the  HouiE 
OF  Commons,  on  the  20th  March;- 
181]. 
Lord  AncHiBALD  Hamilton  rose  to 
make  his  promised  motion  relative  to  the 
state  of  the  Press  in  India.  His  lordship 
did  not  mean,  at  present,  to  go  fully  into 
the  question,  but  merely  to  move  for  a 
copy  of  the  Orders  and  Regulations  that 
had  been  issued  on  the  subject  of  the 
Press  in  India.  He  should  state  to  the 
House  not  only  what  his  object  was,  but 
what  it  was  not.  He  had  no  intention  at 
present  to  find  fault,  or  to  ask  of  (he 
House  to  deliver  any  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject; but  only,  that  they  would  afford 
themselves  an  opportunity  of  knowing  what 
the  facts  of  the  case  were.  He  presumed, 
that  the  circumstances  of  the  late  trials  at 
Madras  afforded  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
necessity  of  the  information  henuw  wished 
to  obtain,  but  on  considering  that  subject, 
additional  reasons  seemed  to  present  them- 
selves. Of  late  years  the  Press  in  India, 
it  was  said,  had  been  put  under  Regula- 
tions, inconsistent,  not  onl}'  with  justice, 
but  with  what  had  been  even  recognized 
;  by  that  House.  He  asked,  therefore,  for 
iinforuiatiou,  not  only,  as  to  what  the  law 
!was,  relating  to  the  Press  in  India,  but 
how  it  could  have  been  rendered  so  con- 
trary to  what  had  ever  been  understood, 
or  been  recognized  in  that  House.     They 
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knew  that  tbp.  Resolutions  of  that  House 
had  frequfnlly  been  set  at  nought  by  the 
Oovernors  of  India ;  that  they  had  been 
most  tyrannically  bct  aside  in  the  case  of 
the  N.ibob  of  Glide,  where  a  proclamation 
had  been  issued,  said  to  be  by  the  direc- 
tion of  this  Government,  at  .1  time  when 
no  such  direction  could  have  been  re- 
ceived. It  was  impossible  that  the  House 
should  allow  such  an  exercise  of  unjust 
power  to  exists  if  it  consisled  with  their 
knowledge;  and  all  he  wished  was  to  put 
them  in  possession  of  llic  fact  As  to  the 
Newspapers,  nothing  was  allowed  to  ap- 
pear in  them,  till  it  had  previously  been 
submitted  to  the  inspection,  and  received 
the  approbation,  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Governor-General.  His  lordship  did  not 
now  inquire,  if  this  was  right  or  wrong. 
He  only  stated  the  fact.  The  penalty  of 
xion-compliance  with  this  regulation  was, 
that  the  party  transgressing  was  imme- 
diately embarked  for  iiurope.  It  was  for 
the  House  to  say,  if  such  a  power  as  this 
ought  to  depend  on  an  individual.  It  would 
be  found,  also,  that  rules  were  laid  down 
by  the  Governors  of  India  for  the  security 
of  the  Government,  by  which  the  Secre- 
tary, or  some  other  officer  was  invested 
with  the  privilege  of  revising  all  publica- 
tions before  they  made  their  appearance. 
He  should  state  what  were  the  subjects  on 
which  it  was  prohibited  to  any  man  to 
write,  and  should  then  wish  gentlemen  to 
consider,  if  all  those  topics  were  prohi- 
bited, what  was  open  ?  The  subjects  pro- 
hibited, were,  any  statements  or  obser- 
vations relating  to  the  public  Credit,  to 
the  finances  of  the  Country,  Naval  or  Mi- 
litary Estimates,  the  objects  and  destina- 
tions of  any  Expeditions  public  or  indi- 
vidual, al'  discussions  or  observations  con- 
cerning War  or  Peace  ;  every  thing  tend- 
ing to  give  information  to  the  Enemy,  or 
to  excite  alarm ;  and  the  republication  of 
any  Extracts  from  European  Journals, 
which  could  tend  to  injure  the  British  in- 
terests in  India.  All  his  lordship  now 
wished  for,  was  the  Papers,  from  which 
the  House  would  be  enabled  to  see  the 
exact  extent  of  these  prohibitions  and  re- 
strictions on  the  Press  in  India.  When 
gentlemen  reilccted  on  the  ruin  which  had 
been  brought  by  our  Government  in  India 
on  the  Native  powers,  they  would  find 
that;  they  could  hardly  turn  their  eyes 
around  without  perceiving  that  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice  was  the  only  object 
which  reiinained  to  excite  either  admjra- 
ii{ii\  or  respect,,,  .jue^  them  look,  howfivff. 


to  the  late  trials  at  Madras,  and  they'would 
find  that  on  that  occasion,  the  Courts  of 
Justice  ha<l  been  so  ashamed  of  their  pro- 
ceedings that  they  would  not  let  the  pub- 
lic know  the  nature  of  them,  and  that  they 
hid  prohibited  the  trials  from  being  print- 
ed. If  (here  had  existed  any  thing,  as 
was  said,  to  create  fermentation,  the  pub- 
lication of  the  trials  must  have  been  cal- 
culated to  produce  good  rather  than  harm. 
It  would  appear  that  three  of  the  Grand 
and  two  of  the  Petty  Jury  had  been  sent 
to  a  distance  from  Madras,  on  occasion  of 
those  trials,  sotne  of  them  to  the  distance 
of  (iOO  miles;  and  that  one  per?on,  who 
was  a  Justice  of  Peace,  had  been  broken 
on  the  same  occasion.  His  Lordship  could 
conceive  no  possible  reason  for  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  preventing  those  trials 
from  being  published,  except  that  the 
Courts  were  ashamed  of  them.  He  thought, 
therefore,  that  the  Papers  necessary  to 
shew  the  law  relative  to  the  restrictions  on 
the  Press  in  India  ought  to  be  laid  before 
the  House  ;  it  being  impossible  that  any 
person  could  have  a  fair  trial,  where  there 
was  an  ambiguity  in  the  law.  His  Lord- 
ship read  the  opinion  of  Judge  Sullivan, 
to  shew  that  an  unauthorized  restriction  of 
the  Press  could  not  be  easily  passed  by, 
as  it  was  the  best  security  that  the  sources 
of  public  justice  should  be  kept  unpol- 
luted. Either  this  was  extravagant  rant, 
or  it  must  be  applicable  to  India  as  well  ,as 
to  this  country.  He  concluded  by  mov- 
ing, "  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
House  Copies  of  all  Orders,  Regulations, 
Rules,  &c.  relative  to  the  Restrictions  on 
the  Press  in  the  dilierent  Presidencies  in 
India,  either  by  the  Governments  them- 
selves, or  transmitted  from  this  country, 
since  the  year  1797. 

Mr.  DuNDAS  should  shortly  state  his  rea- 
sons for  opposing  the  motion  of  the  Noble 
Lord  in  toto.  He  must  particularly  com- 
plain of  the  time  chosen  by  the  Noble 
Lord  for  alluding  to  the  topics  introduced 
by  him.  All  the  proceedings  alluded  to 
by  the  Noble  Lord  had  been  ordered  to  be 
laid  before  the  House,  and  when  they 
were  on  the  table,  but  not  lill  then,  it  would 
be  time  to  consider  them.  It  was  not  for 
him  now  to  determine  as  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Courts  in  ln<^ia  ;  that  would  be  to 
anticipate  what  would  come  more  pro- 
perly before  the  House  at  some  future 
opportunity.  .      ,  . 

But  the  Noble  Lord  had  called  forthe 
rules  prevaiiiDg  in  India  besides  those  eS'> 
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tablished"  there  for  th«  regulation  of  the 
press.  With  the  exception  of  the  regula- 
tions mentioned  by  the  Noble  Lord,  he  was 
not  aware  of  any  other,  and  he  would  ask 
the  Noble  Lord,  if  it  was  his  wish  that 
there  should  be  an  unrestrained  publica- 
tion of  Newspapers  in  India?  This  surely 
could  not  be  the  wish  of  any  friend  to  the 
British  interests  in  India.  He  doubted 
very  much  if  the  existence  of  a  press  in 
India  without  such  controul  might  not 
endanger  the  Government  there.  The 
Noble  Lord  then  agreed  with  him,  that 
there  ought  to  be  some  restrictions.  If 
those  now  existing  were  disapproved,  he 
should  be  glad  to  hear  what  the  Noble 
Lord  would  wish  to  substitute  in  their 
place  as  equally  efficient  and  less  objec- 
tionable. There  was  no  person  in  India 
amongst  the  Europeans  who  did  not  volun- 
tarily agree  to  those  regulations  before- 
hand. No  person  could  go  out  to  India 
but  in  the  service  of  the  Governsnent,  or 
by  the  license  of  the  Company.  They 
who  were  in  India  in  neither  of  these  cha. 
racters  were  by  law  guiltjr  of  a  misde- 
meanour. Were  not  the  Company  justi- 
fied in  imposing?  conditions  upon  their  own 
servants — might  not  any  public  depart- 
ment make  a  regulation  prohibitory  of 
their  officers  or  clerks  becoming  editors  of 
newspapers  ? — and  why  not  the  Com- 
pany r  It  tdkes  from  the  individual  no 
right  ;  but  enjoins  certain  conditions  upon 
him,  which  if  he  di  likes,  he  need  not 
enier  into  their  service  ;  but  if  he  does  he 
caiuiot  complain  of  being  required  to  act 
up  to  them.  The  Noble  Lord  talked  of 
the  benefits  of  free  discussion  :  suppose 
some  of  the  news-paper  writers,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  such  a  right,  endeavoured  to  ex- 
lend  the  benefits  of  the  British  Constitution 
to  India  ;  would  not  this  be  going  to  the 
very  foundation  of  the  principles  upon 
which  we  hold  our  tenure  in  India — that  of 
preserving  to  the  natives  their  ancient  laws 
and  customs.  He  did  not  see  what  there 
was  to  complain  against  as  to  the  regula- 
tions which  had  been  approved  in  1800  by 
the  Company. 

Lord  Folkestone  thought  there  were 
abundant  reasons  furnished  by  the  speech 
of  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down,  for  agreeing  to  the  mo- 
tion of  his  Noble  Friend.  If  those  regula- 
tions were  of  so  paramount  a  nature  that 
every  individual  became  bound  by  them, 
indepenciant  of  every  other  consideration 
Of  principle,  then  was  it,  io  bis  judgnaent. 


most  necessary'  that  the  House  should 
know  what  those  regulations  were :  and 
when  it  was  recollected  that  they  related 
to  India,  he  thought  that  circumstance  was 
in  itself  sufficient  to  give  great  reason  for 
jealousy  and  distrust  on  the  part  of  the 
House.  He  denied  that  those  stated  by  his 
Nolile  Friend  were  the  sole  regulations,  as 
the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  seemed 
erroneously  to  think  they  were.  Neither 
did  he  think  it  fair  of  that  Right  Honour- 
able Gentleman  to  call  upon  his  Noble 
Friend  to  propose  better  regulations  than 
those  now  existing.  This  was  not  fair  ;  it 
was  not  parliamentary.  His  Noble  Friend 
had  done  his  duty  in  complaining  of  what 
he  thought  was  wrong.  He  should  vole 
for  the  [iroduction  of  the  Papers — first,  be- 
cause he  thought  that  they  ought  to  know- 
under  what  rules  and  regulations  the 
Natives  lived  ;  and  next,  because  it  was 
necessary,  in  his  opinion,  to  inquire  whe- 
ther such  rules  furnished  adequate  grounds 
for  prohibiting  the  right  of  publication  of 
the  trials  at  Madras  claimed  by  the  parties 
concerned. 

Sir  John  Anstkutheu  opposed  the  mo» 
tion.  The  Noble  Lord  had  called  for  those 
regulations  on  the  grounds  that  they  were 
illegal,  oppressive,  and  unjust.  Now  he 
could  not  agree  to  the  motion,  as  he  did 
not  think  them  illegal,  oppressive  or  un- 
just. Did  Gentlemen  duly  consider  the 
country,  when  they  talked  of  thenecessitv 
of  discussion  in  India.  There  were  two 
classes  of  persons  in  India,  the  public 
servants  and  the  natives  ;  of  the  former, 
any  who  were  there  not  in  the  service  of 
the  Goveinment,  or  not  by  the  license  of 
the  Company,  were  criminals,  and  liable 
to  be  sent  home  for  a  misdemeanour.  Was 
tlic  discussion  meant  for  the  natives  ?  He 
fancied  not.  Then  of  what  good  could  it 
be  productive  amongst  public  servants  ? 
Were  one  set  of  those  public  servants  to  be 
enlightening  another  by  Newspapers,  or 
were  both  to  unite  in  writing  against  their 
masters  •'  Was  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
surp  to  set  up  a  Newspaper  to  write  down 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  to  become 
Editor  of  another  Newspaper,  to  attack 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  ?  [A  laugh.} 
Suppose  a  Newspaper  should,  by  a  series 
of  discussions,  open  the  eyes  of  the  natives 
to  their  strength  and  our  comparative 
weakness,  the  small  number  of  British 
compared  with  that  of  the  natives  ?  The 
circumstance  which  called  Lord  Welles- 
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ley's  attention  to  the  s»*te-ot'the  Press  in 
India,  was  not  a  little  singular — It  was 
gravely  discussed  in  a  scries  of  ingenious 
essays,  how  far,  with. wiiat  ease  and  safety 
a  cembiuation  amongst  the  natives  miglit 
dispatch  all  the  British  by  inasaacre. 
[Hear,  hear.]  As  to  the  refii^sal  ofper- 
mission  to  publish  the  Madras  trials, 
he  thonght  the  Judges  were  right  in  that 
refusal-  The  Noble  Lord  should  lecoUect 
the  state  of  Madras  at  that  time — it  was 
in  a  violent  ferment.  He  thought  that 
fact  in  itself  sufficient  to  account  for  and 
justify  the  caution  of  the  judges  in  not  allow- 
ing the  publication  to  go  Ibrth  at  a  time  of 
such  heat  and  commotion.  As  he  could 
not  think  the  regulations  bore  the  charac- 
ter given  them  by  the  Noble  Lord,  he 
could  not  support  a  motion  avowedly 
founded  upon  an  opinion  so  opposite  to 
his  own. 

Mr.  Howard  (we  believe)  admitted  the 
necessity  of  regulations,  and  acknowledged 
that  a  Press  in  India,  wholly  unrestrained, 
might  be  productive  of  great  mischief. 
But  the  matter  for  complaint  was,  not  that 
regulations  were  imposed  on  men  before 
they  went  out,  to  which  they  previously 
and  voluntarily  acceded,  but  that  after 
they  had  gone  out,  they  found  they  had  to 
Struggle  with  innovations  superinduced 
upon  those  regulations,  to  which  thej'  had 
not  only  not  voluntarily  assented,  but  of 
which  they  had  not  had  any  idea.  [Hear !  J 

Sir  Thomas  Turton  was  not  surprised 
at  hearing  the  language  which  had  been 
ufvd  by  those  who  opposed  this  motion : 
such  language  was  altogether  worthy  of 
the  country  in  which  the  governors  were 
every  thing,  and  ihe  governed  were  no- 
thing. The  absurdity  was  to  speak  at  all 
of  freedom  of  discussion,  or  the  liberty  of 
the  Press,  when  India  was  the  subject.  The 
liberty  of  the  Press  in  India !  "  Risum 
*'  teneatis,  amici?"  As  if  a  plant  of  such 
*'  celestial  growth"  could  flourish  in  the 
sterile  soil  of  despotism  !  Under  any  such 
a  system  of ,  Government,  discussion  was 
indeed  to  be  avoided.  Nothing  could  be 
more  dangerous  than  freedom  of  discus- 
sion- under  a  Government  founded  upon 
blood  and  upon  injustice.  As  wisely 
might  the  liberty  of  the  Press  be  establish- 
ed at  Tunis  or  Algiers,  where  the  Govern- 
ment was  npt  inferior  to  that  of  ours  in 
India  [a  l^ugh].  He  had  no  hesitation  in 
avowing  it  as  his  opinion,  that  there  was 
as  much  liberty  enjoyed  under  th«  iGo- 


vernii^cpti  of  f  1^0;  Dfy  -oi[- jV\giers,  ^r '  t^ie 
Emperar  *jt  Morocco,  as  by  the  natives 
under  the  Hriti'^li  Government  in  India. 
Therefotp  .must  .any  discussion  be  dan^ 
gerous  that  could  open  their  eyes  to  their 
present  stale,  or  make  them  reflect  that  the 
British  were  but  one  million,  while  they 
were  sixty  millions.  But  if  the  regular 
tions  were,  as  they  had  been,  approved  of 
by. Gentlemen  opposite,  he  wished  to  k^iow 
why  they  were  so  reluctant  to  produce 
them  ?  He  thought,  that  as  rules  and  regut 
laJons  atlecting  such  a  portion  of  the 
Bi  iiisli  Empire,  they  ought  to  be  promuU 
gated  ;  if,  hovvever,  tiiey  were  so  wise  and 
salutary,  and  beneficial  as  they  were  said 
tQ  be,  what  possible  objection  could  there 
be  to  the  motion  of  the  Noble  Lord,  who 
only  called  for  their  production  ?  The 
usual  Parliamentary  objection,  that  voting 
for  their  production  implied  a  censure  upon 
them,  could  not  hold  here  j  if  they  were 
what  they  should  be,  promulgation  could 
do  them  nor  the  country  no  harm,  and  if 
they  were  not,  they  ought  to  be  known. 
The  Right  Honourable  and  Learned  Gen- 
tlemen had,  in  speaking  of  the  Madras 
trials,  stated,  that  permission  was  asked  t,o 
publish  them  ;  this  was  a  mistake,  no  such 
permission  had  been  asked.  He  conclud- 
ed by  stating,  thatthe  motion  of  the  Noble 
Lord  should  have  his  cordial  support. 

Mr.  Wallace  did  not  think  that  tiie 
Noble  Lord  had  made  out  l)is  argument  in 
support  of  the  present  motion,  even  upon 
his  own  grounds.  The  Noble  Lord  had 
laid  it  down  as  the  grounds  of  his  motion 
that  the  regulations  were  illegal  and  un- 
just. This  had  by  no  means  been  made 
out — still  less  had  it  been  established  that 
the  refusal  of  permission  to  publish  the 
Trials  at  Madras  had  been  an  undue  and 
inexpedient  exercise  of  power.  The 
Honourable  Baronet  had  denied  that  per- 
mission had  been  asked  :  he  begged  leave 
to  correct  him  in  that  statement,  and  to  as- 
sure him,  on  the  best  authority,  that  per- 
mission had  been  asked.  [He  here  read 
a  letter  in  proof  of  his  asseriion.]  There 
were  other  reasons  justifying  the  suppres- 
sion of  that  publication  :  one  trial  took 
place  on  the  11th  January,  another  upon 
the  iid  of  March— the  publication  of  the 
former  trial,  in  the  intermediate  time, 
might  have  operated  in  an  unfair  way  to 
the  prejudice  of  either  party,  and  there- 
fore to  the  prejudice  of  substantial  justice. 
But  the  Right  Honourable  and  Learned 
Gentleman  (Sir  J.  Anstruther)  had  remind- 
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eri  tiiem  of  the  state  of  Madras  at  that  pe- 
itod  :  it  had  been  justly  described  as  being 
then  in  a  violent  ferment — and  under  such 
circumstances  would  it  have  been  wise  to 
have  permitted  sdch  a  publication?  (hear  !) 

Mr.  HcTcniNSON  o*bsrrved,  that  the  last 
J^eaker  had  avowed,  that  the  object  was, 
to  keep  the  people  of  India  in  darkness  as 
to  the  nature  of  their  Government.  The 
more  important,  therefore,  it  was,  that  this 
House  should  take  care,  that  our  Govern- 
ment there,  such  as  it  was,  should  be  well 
aJmiiMsiered.  He  would  therefore  vote 
for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Grant  said,  it  ought  to  be  recol- 
lected, that  the  English  found  the  natives 
subject  to  a  despotic  Government.  They 
were  not  in  a  condition  to  enjoy  a  free  one, 
and  no  subject  more  delicate  and  dangerous 
than  this  could  be  agitated.  No  case  for 
the  production  of  the  papers  had  been 
made  out. 

Sir  H.  Montgomery  said,  the  report  of 
the  trials  in  question  was  spurious,  and 
would  give  no  accurate  information. 

'  *^"Mr.  LocKHAUT  professed  himself  afriend 
to  the  Liberty  of  the  Press,  but  an  enemy 
to  that  unbounded  licentiousness  which 
threatened  to  produce  thatdespotisra  which 
it  was  its  true  end  to  prevent.  But  even 
the  freedom  of  the  Press,  such  as  it  ex- 
isted here,  was  not  applicable  to  India, 
and  the  production  of  these  Papers  might 
do  harm,  but  could  do  no  good.  The 
Press  had  made  too  great  a  stride  even  in 
this  country. 

■*"'Mf.  Whitbread  agreed  that  it  had 
inade  a  stride,  but  it  was  backwards,  and 
not  forwards.  It  had  been  avowed  that 
neither  our  religion  nor  our  political  free- 
dom ought  to  be  made  known  to  the  na- 
tives ;  but  if  this  was  the  case,  if  we  ruled 
them  not  as  fellow-subjects,  but  as  despots, 
the  governors  ought  at  least  to  be  respon- 
sible to  the  House,  and  for  that  reason 
these  papers  ought  to  be  produced. 

Mr.  DuNDAS  denied  that  any  hindrance 
was  given  to  the  dissemination  of  the  Gos- 
pel among  the  natives.  The  x)n!y  object 
was  to  prevent  the  publication  of  useless 
and  inflammatory  writings  and  speeches. 

"^"Jifr.'^PiER^  ^aid  that  it  would  beugfe-- 

lesTanrf  impbHtic  for  the  Governtheftt-to 


interfere  in  imposing  a  religion  on  the  na- 
tivps,  to  which,  from  ignorance  ajid  pre- 
vious habits  they  might  be  averse.  There 
was  no  attempt  to  prevent  the  progress  of 
light  and  religion  among  the  natives  be- 
yond what  their  situation  re«]uired. 

Sir  John  Newport  remarked  that,  as 
the  House  was  the  oidy  controuling  power, 
thej"  ought  to  examine  narrowly  into  the 
regulationsof  the  Indian  Government. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  observed  that  the 
restraint  aftccted  not  only  Newspapers, 
bat  the  publication  of  the  Reports  of  the 
Courts  of  Justice.  He  wished  to  have  all 
the  information  possible  as  to  the  present 
state  of  India,  for  another  reason.  This 
was  the  month  fox  giving  notice  to  the  Di- 
rectors that  the  exclusive  Charter  would 
soon  be  at  an  end.  He  desired  to  know 
whether  it  was  intended  to  give  this  notice  ? 

Mr.  DuKDAs  ha'-l  before  stated  that  it 
was  intended. 

Mr.  G.  Johnstone  thought  no  ground 
had  been  laid  for  the  motion.  r;t\;^vt  >*-: 

The  Housedivided — For  the  motion  18, 
Against  it  53 — Majority,  35. 
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BIRTH  OF  YOUNG  NAPOLEON. 

Amsterdam,  March  22,  ISll. — His 
Serene  Highness,  Prince  Arch  C^Lianceilor 
of  the  Empire,  the  Duke  of  Plaisance,  Go- 
vernor General  of  the  departments  of  Hol- 
land, has  just  receis'ed  the  following  dis- 
patch :- — 

TELEGRAPHIC  DISPATCH  FROM 
PARIS,  MARCH  20,  1811. 

"  Her    Majesty    the    Empress    of  the 
French,  was  safely  delivered  of  a  Prince, 
at  Nine  o'clock  this  morning. 
"  A  true  Copy. 

'' FLdGON,Du-ector  of  the 
"Telegraph." 

The  cannon  has  just  announced  this  in- 
teresting event  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
town. ^—Amsterdam  Courier  Extraordinary, 
March  22.    -  - 

Paris,  March  §0. — «  Her  Majesty  the 
Empress  began  yesterday  evening  towards 
<*»ghf  o'clock  to  suffer  the  pains  of  child- 
birth, wkieh-gfeiy  j€ss  during- live  night. 
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and  in  the   morning   had  nearly    ceased. 
Her  Majesty  in  other  respects  is  well. 
"  "(Signed) 

"  CORVESAIT,  First  Physician." 
20th  March,  6  o'clock  in  the  Morning. 

The  t«o  following  Bulletins,  concern- 
ing the  state  of  her  Imperial  Majesty  and 
the  youny  Prince,  arrived  too  late  to  be 
inserted  in  all  our  impressions  yesterday, 
we  now  repeat  them. 

TELEGRAPH— LINE  FROM  THE 
NORTH. 

Telegraphic  Dispatch   from  Paris,  at 

HALF    PAST    ELEVEN     o'cLOCK,    THE     22d 

March,  1811. 

"  Her  Majesty  and  the  young  Prince 
are  well  ;  the  Prince  yesterday  began  to 
take  with  avidity  nourishment  from  his 
Nurse. — (A  true  Copy.) 

"  FLOGuN,  Director  of  the 
"  Telegraph." 

Telegraphic  Dispatch  from    Paris,  da- 
ted    HALF     PAST     two      P.  M.     THE    22d 

PiIarch. 

"  The  Prince  has  suffered  during  the 
night,  the  cholical  pains  incident  to  his 
cjce  ; — this  morning  he  is  well. 

"  FLOGON,  Director  of  the 
"  Telegraph." 
(Amsterdam  Courier,  25th  March,  1811) 

In  order  to  worthily  celebrate  the  birth 
of  an  imperial  Prince,  there  was  last  night 
a  general  illumination  here,  in  which  the 
inhabitants  of  tliis  town  endeavoured  to 
distinguish  themselves  as  much  as  the 
shortness  of  the  lime  would  allow.  The 
palace  of  his  Seiene  Highness  the  Prince 
Governor  General  was  illuminated  with 
the  greatest  taste  and  magnificence  ;  the 
hotels,  principal  public  functionaries,  and 
most  respectable  individuals  presented 
every  thing  they  were  able  to  prepare  in 
haste.  All  the  theatres  gave  free  admis- 
sions. The  beauty  of  the  weather,  the 
decent  joy  which  animated  an  immense 
concourse  of  people  who  were  in  the 
streets,  rendered  this  spectacle  the  most 
touching'. — To  day  there  was  a  grand  pa- 
rade;  after  the  parade,  a  most  brilliant 
one,  at  which  the  three  corps,  of  the 
Guards  of  Honour  manoeuvred  with  the 
National  Guard,  his  Serene  Highness  the 
Prince  Governor  gave  a  grand  dinner.  In 
the  evening  there  was  a  rout  and  ball  at 
the  Palace.  The  greatest  joy  prevailed 
9t  the  dinner  ai\d  ball.— rSamc  Paper.) 
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Spain. — Action  ofBurrosd,  near  Cadiz,  front 
the  London  Gazette  Extraordinary,  of 
Monday,  March  25. 

(Concluded  from  p.  768.J 
Where  all  have  so  distinguished  them- 
selves, it  is  scarcely  ptJssible  to  discriminate 
any  as  the  most  deserving  of  praise.  Your 
Lordship  will,  however,  observe  how  glo- 
riously the  brigade  of  guards,  under  Bri- 
gadier-General Dilkes,  with  the  comman- 
ders of  the  battalions,  Lieut.  Col.  the  Hon. 
C.  Onslow,  and  Lieut.  Col.  Sebright 
wounded,  as  well  as  the  three  separated 
companies  under  Lieut.  Col.  Jackson,  main- 
tained the  high  chiiracter  of  his  Majesty's 
household  troops.  Lieut.  Col.  Browne,  with 
his  flank  battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  Norcot, 
and  Major  Acheson,  deserve  equal  praise. — • 
And  I  must  equally  recommend  to  your 
lordship's  notice  Colonel  Wheatly,  with 
Colonel  Belson,  Lieut.  Col.  Prevost,  and 
Major  Gough,  and  the  officers  of  the  res- 
pective corps  composing  his  brigade. 
The  animated  charges  of  the  87th  regi- 
ment were  most  conspicuous;  Lieut.  Col. 
Barnard  (twice  wounded),  and  the  officers 
of  his  flank  battalion,  executed  the  duty 
of  skirmishing  in  advance  with  the  enemy 
in  a  masterly  manner,  and  were  ably  se- 
conded by  Lieut.  Col.  Bushe,  of  the  20th 
Portuguese,  who,  (likewise  twice  wound- 
ed,) fell  into  the  enemy's  hands,  but  was 
afterwards  rescued.  The  detachment  of 
this  Portuguese  regiment  behaved  admi- 
rably throughout  the  whole  affair. — I  owe 
too  much  to  Major  Duncan,  and  the  officers 
and  corps  of  the  royal  artillery,  not  to 
mention  them  in  terms  of  the  highest  ap- 
probation ;  never  was  artillery  better 
served.  The  assisiance  I  received  from 
the  unwearied  exertions  of  Lieut.  Col. 
Macdonald,  and  the  otHcers  of  the  ad- 
jutant General's  department,  of  Lieut. 
Col  the  Hon.  C.  Cathcart,  and  the  of- 
ficers of  the  Quarter-master  General's  de- 
partment, of  Captain  Birch  and  captain 
Nicholas,  and  the  officers  of  the  royal 
engineers,  of  Captain  Hope,  and  the  of- 
ficers of  my  personal  staff,  (all  animating 
by  their  example,)  will  ever  be  most 
gratefully  rcmembere'*  Our  los.s  has  been 
severe:  as  soon  as  it  can  be  ascertained 
by  the  proper  return,  1  snail  have  the  ho- 
nour of  transmittmg  it  ;  hut  much  as  it 
is  to  be  lamented,  I  irnsi  ji  will  be  consi- 
dered as  a  necessary  sacrifice,  for  the 
safety  of  the  whole  allied  army.— -Having 
remiiined  some  hours  on  the  Barrosa 
heights  without  being  able  to  procure  anjr 
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supplies  for  the  exhausted  troops,  the  Com- 
missariat mules  having  been  dispersed  on 
the  enenijr's  first  attack  of  the  hill,  I  left 
Major  Ross,  with  the  detachment  of  the 
3d  battalion  of  the  95th,  and  withdrew 
the  rest  of  the  division,  which  crossed 
the  Santi  Petri  river  early  the  next  morn- 
ing.—  I  cannot  conclude  this  dispatch 
without  earnestly  recommending  to  his 
MajestyV  gracious  notice  for  promotion, 
Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  Browne,  Major  of  the 
2Sth  foot,  Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  Norcott, 
Major  of  the  95th,  Major  Duncan,  royal 
artillery.  Major  Gough  of  the  S7th,  Major 
the  Honourable  E.  Ache  on  of  the  67th, 
and  Captain  Birch  of  the  Royal  Engineers, 
aH  in  the  command  of  corps  or  detach- 
ments on  this  memorable  service  ;  and  I 
confidently  trust  that  the  bearer  of  this 
dsipatch,  captain  Hope,  (to  whom  I  refer 
your  Lordship  for  further  details)  will  be 
promoted,  on  being  permitted  to  lay  the 
Eagle  at  his  Majesty's  feet. — I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c. 

Thomas  Gr.\hat«i,  Lieut.  General. 

P.  S.  I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  two  Spa- 
nish officers',  Captains  Miranda  and  Naugh- 
ton,  attached  to  my  staff,  behaved  with  the 
utmost  intrepidity.  T.  G. 

hla  de  Leon,  March  10. 

My  Lord, — I  have  the  honour  to  trans- 
mit to  your  Lordship  the  return  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  in  the  action  of  the  5th 
inst.  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  add  that 
the  wounded  in  general  are  doing  well. — 
By  the  best  account  that  can  be  collected 
from  the  wounded  French  officers,  the 
enemy  had  about  eight  thousand  men  en- 
gaged. Their  loss,  by  reports  from  Chi- 
clana,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  is 
supposed  to  amount  to  three  thousand  ;  I 
have  no  doubt  of  its  being  very  great.— 
I  transmit,  too,  a  return  of  tlie  ordnance 
in  our  possession,  and  also  the  most  accu- 
rate note  that  can  be  obtained  of  prisoners, 
most  of  whom  are  wounded.  They  are  so 
dispersed  in  difierent  hospitals,  that  an 
exact  return  has  not  yet  been  obtained.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Thomas  Graham,    Lieut. -General. 

"V.  S.  Detachments  of  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry have  been  daily  employed  in  carry- 
ing otf  the  wounded,  and  burying  the  dead, 
tilt  the  evenuig  of  the  8th  instant,  bv 
which  lime  all  the  enemy's  wounded  that 
could  be  found  among  the  brush-wood  and 
heath  were  brought  in. , 

Jtetum  of  the  Nature  and' ]Stami>€r  of  pieces  of 
Ordnance  taken  in  the  Action  of  Barrosa, 
orithepihofMarehi^ii:' 
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2  seven-inch  howitzers,  3  heavy  eight- 
pounders,  1  four-pounder  ;  with  their 
ammunition-waggons  and  a  proportion 
of  horses. 

A.  DtJNCAN,Maj.  Royal  Artil. 

Return  of  the  Prisoners  of  War  taken  in  the 

Action  of  Barrosa,  on  the  5th  of  March 

1811. 

2  General    officers,    1     Field  officer,   'j 

Captains,  8  Subalterns,  420  rank  and  file. 

N.  B.  The  General  of  Brigade  Rosseau 

and    two   Captams,   since    dead    of  their 

wounds. 

J,  Macdonald,  Dep.  Adj.  Gen. 


Return  of  Killed,  Wounded,  and  BJisshig 
of  the  Troops  under  the  Command  of  Lieut- 
enant- General  Graham^  in  the  Action  of 
Barrosa,  ivith  the  French  Corps  d'Amee, 
connnanded  by  Marshal  Victor,  on  the  5t!i 
of  March,  I8n. 

Detachment  of  the  2d  Hussars  King's  Ger- 
man Legion — 6  horses  Allied  ;  1  Cap- 
tain, 1  Lieutenant,  1  serjeant,  31  rank 
and  file,  20  horses,  wounded. 

Royal  Artillery — 3  rank  and  file  killed  ; 
2  Captains,  6  Lieutenants,  3  rank  and 
file,  wounded. 

Royal  Artillery  Drivers — 1  serjeant,  2  rank 
and  file,  18  horses,  killed  ;  1  serjeant^ 
7  rank  and  file,  22  horses,  wounded. 

Royal  Engineers — I  rank  and  file  killed  ; 
2  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

2d  Battalion  of  the  J  st  Regiment  of  Guards 
— 2  Ensigns,  2  Serjeants,  31  rank  and 
file,  killed  ;  I  Lieutenant-Colonel,  S 
Captains,  ■{.  Ensigns,  3  Serjeants,  169 
rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Detachment  of  2d  Battalion  Coldstream 
Guards — i  Ensign,  S  rank  and  file, 
killed;  2  Ensigns,  1  serjeant,  45  rank  and 
file,  wounded. 

Detachment  of  2d  Battalion  Sd  Guards— I 
Captain,  14  rank  and  file,  killed  :  1 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  I  staff,  3  Serjeants, 
82  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Flank  Companies  of  the  first  Battalion  PlK*" 
'Foot— 8  rank  and  file,   killed  ;    1  Cap- 
tain, 3  Lieutenants,  4  Serjeants,  2  drum- 
mers, 50  rank  and  file,  wounded.  , ': 

Flank  C^rapanies  of  the  Kt  Battalioa  28th 
Foot — 9  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  2  Cap- 
tains, 5  Lieutenants,  3  Serjeants,  52  rank 
and  file  wounded. 

Flank  companies  of  the  2d  battalion  82^^. 
Foot — S  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  1  Can^l' 
tain,  1  Lieutenant,  3  Serjeants,  86  ranl^  . 
and  file,  wounded.  ' 

Detachment  of  the  3d  battalion  95th  Foot 
—1  Captain,  13  rank  and  file,  killed    ' 
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1  Lieutenant-Colonel,   2  Lieutenants,  3 

Serjeants,  43  rank  and  file,  wounded. 
Flank  Companies  of  the  2il  batSalion  47tli 

Foot- — I    Enstgfl,  I   drummer,    19    rank 
.   and  file,  killed  ;     1  Captain  49  rank  and 

file,  wounded. 
ist  Battalion  of  the  28th  Foot — 6  rank  and 

file  killed  :     1    Lieutenant,  5   serjeauts, 

75  rank  and  file,  wounded. 
2d   Battalion   of  the  67th  Foot — 10  rank 

and  file,   killed  ;    1  Lieutenant-Colonel, 

1  Captain,  1  Lieutenant,  1  Ensign,  I 
aerjeant,  30  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

2d  iBattaIi~oQ  of  the  S7th  Foot — I  Ensign, 
3  Serjeants,  1  drummer,  40  rank  and 
file,  killed,  1  Major,  1  Captain,  2  Lieu- 
tenants, 9  Serjeants,  118  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 

Detachment'  of  the  2d  battalion  of  the 
95th  Foot — 6  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  2 
Lieutenants,  1  serjeant,  1  drummer,  20 
rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Flank  companies  of  the  20lh  Portuguese 
regiment — 9  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  1 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  I  Captain,  2  Lieu- 
tenants, 1  Ensign  5  Serjeants,  37  rank 
and  file,  wounded. 

Company  of  the  Royal  Staff  Corps — 1 
Drummer  wounded. 

Total — 2  Captains,  5  Ensign-^,  0  Serjeants, 

2  drummers,  1 87  rankand  file,  24  horses, 
killed  ;  5  Lieutenant  Colonels,  1  Major, 
14  Captains,  26  Lieutenants,  8  Ensigns, 
1  Stafi',  45  Serjeants,  4  drummers,  936 
rank  and  file,  42  horses,  wounded. 

Grand  Total  of  individuals  killed  and 
wounded  —  1243. — John  Macdonald, 
Lieut.-Col.,  Deputy-Adjutant-Genera!. 


Rank   and    Names  of    Officers  Killed  and 
wounded  in  the  Action  qf'Barrosa. 
■  Killed. 

StatF — Ensign  Eyre,    1st   Guards,    acting 
Aide-de-Camp  to  Colonel  Wheatley. 

1st   Regiment   of  Guards — Ensign  Com- 
raerell. 

Coldstream  Guards — Ensign  Watts. 

3d  Guards — Captain  Swann. 

47th,  2d  Battalion — Ensign  Delacherois. 

87th,  2d   Battalion — Ensign  E-  E.   Kough. 

Q5tb,  3d  Battalion — CaptaitJ  Kuipe. 

N. B.  Ensign   Eyre    is  returned  in  the 

killed  of  the  Ist  Regiment  of  Guards, 
Severely  Wounded. 

2d  Hussars  King's  German  Legion — Gap- 
tain  Vqss  (since  dead). 

Royal    Artillery — Lieutenants    Mailland 
and  Pester, 


1st  Guards — Lieutenant-Colonel  Sebright, 
Captains  Stables  and  Colquitt,  Ensigns 
Sir  H.  Lambert,  Cameron,  and  Vigors. 

3d  Guards — Lieutenant-Colonel  Hepburn, 

1st  Battalion  9ih  Foot — Captain  Godwin 
and  Lieutenant  Seward. 

1st  Battalion  28tli  Foot — Hon.  Captain 
Mullins,  Lieutenants  Wilkinson,  Moore, 
and  John  Anderson. 

2d  B-itta!ion  82d  Foot— Lieutenant  M'Koy^ 

3d  Batta'ion  95tl)  Foot — Lieutenant-Co-^ 
lonel  Barnard,  Lieutenant  W.  CanipbfU. 

2d  Battalion  67tli  Foot — Captain  Patrick - 
son.  Ensign  Sglherland. 

2d  Battalion  S7th  Foot — Major  Maclaine, 
Captain  Somersall,  Lieutenants  J,  G. 
Fennell,  and  J.  C.  Barton, 

2d  Battalion  95th  Foot — Lieutenants  Coch- 
rane and  Hope. 

Dangtrously  Wounded. 

Royal  Artillery — Lieutenant  Woolcombe 
(since  dead.) 

1st  Battalion  {>ih  Foot — Lieutenant  Taylor. 

1st-  Bittalion  28th  Foot  — Lieutenant 
Knight  and  Bennet,  (since  dead.) 

20'ii  Portuguese  —  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Bushe. 

Slightly  Wounded. 

2d  Hussars  King's  German  Legion — Lieu- 
tenant Bock. 

Royal  Artillery — Captains  Hughes  and 
Cator,  Lieutenants  E.  Mitchell,  Brere- 
ton,  and  C.  Manners, 

ist  Guards — Captain  Adair,  Ensign  Fielde. 

Coldstream  Guards — ^Ensigns  Bcniinck  and 
Talbot. 

3d  Guards — Ensign  and  Adjutant  Watson. 

1st  Battalion  9lh  Foot— Lieutenant  Robin- 
son. 

1st  Battalion  28th  Foot — Captain  Bradbey, 
Lieutenant  Elakeney, 

2d  Battalion  82d  Foot — Captain  Stewart, 

3d  Battalion  95th  Foot — Lieutenant  Ho- 
venden. 

2d  Battalion  47th  Foot^Captain  Fcthcr- 
stoue, 

2d  Battalion  67th  Foot — Lieut.  Colonel 
Prevost,  Lieut.  W.  Ronald. 

20th  Portuguese — Captain  Barrlet*as,  Lieu- 
tenants Dom.  Estavan,  Pantalchao  de 
Oiivero,  Ensign  Felix  Antonio  Miranda, 

Staff— Captain  D.  Mercer,    3d.  Regiment 
of  Guards,  Aidc-de-Camp  to  Brigadier 
General  Dilkes. 
N.  B.    Captain  Mercer  is  returned   ia 

the  wounded  of  the  3d  Regiment  of  guards. 
(Signed)  John  Macdonald> 

Lieut.-Col.,  Deputy  Adjutant-General. 
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INFORMATIONS  EX  OFFICIO. 

In  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  28  th  of 
March,  Lokd  Folkestone  made  a  motion 
for  the  producing  to  the  House  an  account 
of  all  the  Informations  of  this  sort,  filed 
vvitliiu  the  last  ten  years,  the  object  oF 
which  motion  was  to  show  the  danger  of  en- 
trusting such  a  power  in  the  handsof  the  At- 
torney General. The  debate  upon  this 

subject  was  greatly  curtailed  in  the 
report  given  of  it  inthen6ws-papers,  from 
two  causes,  one  was  the  pre"';dence  of  the 
speeches  about  General  Graham  and  the 
"  glorious  victory  of  Barrosa,"  and  the 
other  was  what  the  reader  will  be  at  no 
loss  to  guess  at,  when  he  has  read  Lord 
Folkestone's  Repli/,  without  which  the  de- 
bate is  quite  incomplete,  without  which 
the  cause  of  the  press  has  not  its  An^,  atjd 
yet,  the  whole  of  whieh  has  been  omitted 
by  the  daily  papers,  and,  that  too,  from  a 
motive  which  it  will  be  unnecessaiy  for  me 
to  describe,  when   the   reader   has   gone 

through    the    Reply   itself. To    hear 

some  men  talk,  one  would  think,  that  the 
people  of  England  had  no  interest  in  what 
was  passing  in  England  ;  that  they  ought 
to  remain  indifferent  as  to  a  power  by 
%vhich  any  one  of  them  may,  at  any  time, 
be  harrassed  and  ruined  and  destroyed ; 
that  this  is  no  concern  of  theirs,  while  they 
are  to  be  all  alive  to  the  liberties  of  the 
Spaniards,  while  they  are  to  work  and 
strive,  and  eat  the  bread  of  carefulness,  in 
order  to  furnish  the  means  for  carrying 
on  a  long  war  to  dehver  the  Spaniards 
from  the  dang^^r  of  being  ruined  at  the 
pleasure  of  their  rulers.  What  a  beastly 
people  must  such  men  think  us!  I,  for 
my  part,  wish  the  Spaniards  to  be  free ; 
but,  I  do  not  feel  for  all  S|)ain,  a  millionth 
part  so  much  as  I  do  for  the  poor  of  SpUshi/, 
who  were  about  to  be  imprisoned  and  flog- 
ged by  Act  of  Parliament,  at  the  discretion 
•f  those  who  were  to  have  been  get  over 


them.  I  feel  infinitel}'^  more  for  these 
people  than  I  do  for  the  Spaniards  and 
Portuguese;  and,  whatever  others  may 
think  of  it,  I  look  upon  Sir  Samuel  Ro- 
MiLLY  as  having  done  more  service  to  his 
country,  in  this  single  instance,  than  all 
our  generals,  in  Spain  nnd  Portugal,  have 
done  since  the  beginning  of  the  Turtle- 
Patriot  war.  It  was  curious  enough,  tiiat 
the  Bill  for  flogging  poor  people  in  England 
should  be  lying  before  the  parliament  in 
company  with  a  Bill  for  granting  money 
out  of  the  taxes  of  that  same  England  for 
the  purpose  of  preserving  or  j-ogaiu^n'^-  th^ 
freedom  of  the  Spaniards  and  PoriUiiuece! 

1  shall,  in  this  whole  Register,  barelv 

have  room  for  the  insertion  of  the  Speech 
of  Lord  Folkestone,  the  ^??i:;'er  or"  the  At- 
torney GENEr.AL,  and  Lord  Folkestone's 
Rcph/;  but,  these  I  am  resolved  to  in.serc 
entire,  that  the  world  may  be  in  possession 
of  both  charge  and  defence ;  and,  if  the 
Attorney'  General  should  complain,  that 
his  Lordship  has  TWO  Speeches  to  his 
ONE,  let  the  reader  bear  in  -mind,  that 
this  is  the  way,  in  which,  he  treats  ail  the 
persons,  whom  he  chooses  to  place  under 
the   hatches  of  an  ex    officio   Information. 

The    space   that  I   have   wonld   nor 

admit  of  the  insertion  of  Sir  Francis  Bui-.- 
dett's  Speech,  upon  this  occasion,  which, 
from  those  M\o  heard  it,  I  xinderstand  tj 
have  been  c:\r  pf  the  finest  speeches  ever 
heard.  It  was,  indeed,  a  rich  subject. 
The  bare  facts  of  it,  well  stated,,  are  t^uite 
sufficient  to  h;irrow  up  the  ssul  of  a;n- 
man  but  a  lawyer.  I  coul'^  not,  however, 
insert  this  speech  without  insertinj?^  th'tl'of 
Mr.  Stephen  (Wilber force's  bixlher-ia^ 
Jaw,)  and  that  of  P/Ir.  Loikavt.  K I  should 
hereafter  find  room  to  insert  tjtem  all,  I 
will ;  but,  lest  I  should  not,  1  here  insert 
the  speeches  of  the  accuser  and  the  de- 
fender.  As  to  observatians  of  my  ot.n  upon 

the  Attorney  General's  (Sir  Vicai  y  Gibbs) 
defence,  I  hrive   tcQ  mary  to  rcake,  to  at» 
2  E 
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tempt  even  a  beginning  o(  them  here.  Lord 
Fdlkestone's  Speech  is  reported  pretty 
ftilly  ;  but,  there  are  many  things,  which, 
in  a  speech,  could  not  be  brought  out  with 
sufficient  fulness.  These  it  is  my  intention 
fo  supply,  in  future  articles  upon  the  sub- 
ject; which,  before  I  wholly  quit  it,  1 
will  make  so  plain  that  foreigners,  even 
Dutchmen,  shall  clearly  understand  what 
IS  meant  by  ENGLISH  LIBERTY  OF 
THE  PRESS.  It  is  time  that  this  thing 
should  be  properly  understood.  It  is 
time,  that  the  works  of  Paley  and  De 
LoLME  should  be  stript  of  their  powers 
of  deception.  It  is  time  that  the 
readers  of  such  writers  as  Gentz  should 
have  their  eyes  opened.  Every  nation 
and  every  government,  as  well  as  every 
individual,  should  be  known  for  WHAT 
THEY  ARE.  \Vhere  they  are  not  so 
known,  it  is  a  meritorious  act  to  make 
them  so  known. They  tell  us,  that  In- 
formations Ex-OJicio  and  our  Libel  laiv  are 
good  things.  Very  well,  then,  it  can  do 
no  harm  to  make  them  ivcll  knoivn  to  the 
world ;  and  well  known  they  shall  be  made, 
before  I  ha>e  done  with  them.  It  is,  at 
any  rate,  no  libel  to  describe  these  good 
things  ;  just  to  explain  ichat  tiny  are;  just 
to  enable  the  world  to  form  a  correct  opi- 
nion of  these  inesiimable  blessings.  Un- 
less, indeed,  it  lie  argued,  that,  being  so 
very  good,  we  ought,  by  all  means,  to  keep 
them  to  ourselves.  This  argument  shall, 
however,  have  no  weight  with  me.  I  have 
got  hold  of  this  power  of  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, and,  thanks  to  Lord  Folkestone, 
have  now  got  the  Attorney  General's  £/f- 
/eKceof  his  powers  and  hisactions.  Having 
these  before  me,  I  shall  proceed  to  discuss, 
as  occasion  offers,  both  the  one  and  the 
other,  til!  the  whole  world  is  made 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  both.  As  to 
GiBBs  himself,  or  even  his  actions,  they 
are  objects  of  minor  importance.  What  I 
wish  to  do,  is,  to  make  the  thing  called 
the  LIBERTY  OF  THE  PRESS  IN  ENG- 
LAND ;  to  make  this  thing  notorious.  To 
place  it  in  its  true  light  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people  of  England,  and  the  people  of 
otlier  nations  too.  This  is  what  I  will  do 
before  I  quit  it.  And,  the  world  shall  see, 
too,  what  a  power  this  is,  which  the  par- 
liament has  now   refused   to   investigate. 

■ Justice  to  t/ie  rest  of  the  world,  as  well 

r;S  to  the  people  of  England,  demands  this. 
Otiier  nations  should  know  what  sort  of 
a  thing  English  freedom  really  is,  at  bot- 
tom, according  to  what  is  called,  '•  the 
"  practice  of  the  constitution," "--^1  have 


subjoined  to  the  report  of  the  Speeches  the 
list  of  the  members,  who  voted   for  Lord 
Folkestone's    motion.     This  list  has    not' 
been  published  in  the  Morning  Chronicle.^ 
Oh  !  what  poor,  what  pitiful  motives  are", 
men   actuated   by  !    What   a    miserable' 
thing  is   this  !    Will  this  paper  attemptr 
after  this,  to  persuade  the  public,  that  it  is 
animated  by  any  thing  but  a  mere  party 
view  ;  that  it  has  any  feeling  at  all  for  the 

press  or  for  the  people  ?- What !    Mr. 

Perry  saw  the  names  of  none  of  the  place- 
hunters  of  the  OUTS  in  this  list  ?  He  savf 
no  Ponsonby,  or  Tierney,  or  Temple,  or  Cal- 
craft,  or  Adam,  in  this  list .?  He  had  heard 
of  their  walking  avpay,  perhaps.  This  list 
would  not  have  suited  the  views  of  his  set. 
Mr.  Sheridan,  too,  though  he  had  jast 
been  there  blazing  away  about  the  "  tt'c- 
"  tory  of  Barrosa,"  did  not  stay  to  give  his 
vote  against  Ex-officio  Informations. 
Never  was  I  better  pleased  than  to  per- 
ceive this.  It  was  as  it  should  be  exactly. 
Those  voted  that  I  wished  to  see  vote,  and 
those  went  and  kept  away,  whom  I  wished 
to  see  go  and  keep  away. 

W".  COBBETT. 

Stale  Prison,  Newgate,  Tuesday, 
April  2,  1811. 


COBBETT'S 
Pariiaiiieiitaiy  Debates : 

It  was  notified  before  that  the  Debates 
of  this  session,  and  in  future,  would  be 
published  in  PARTS,  four  of  which  will 
ioYiyi  a  Volume.  The  THIRD  PART  of 
the  Eighteenth  Volume,  continuing  th« 
Debates  of  the  present  Session  from  the 
2nd  of  January,  on  the  important  ques- 
tion of  the  Regency,  is  in  a  state  of 
forwardness. 

Also, 

COBBETT'S 

Parliamentary  History 

or 

•       ENGLAND, 

From  the  Norman  Conquest  in  1066  to 
the  year  1803.    The  SEVENTH  Volume 
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of  this  Work,  comprising  the  Period  from 
the  Accession  of  GEO.  I.  1714^  to  the 
opening  of  the  Sixth  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  in  Oct.  1722, — is  no;v  ready  for 
delivery. 


INFORMATIONS  EX-OFFICIO. 
Speech  of  Lord  Viscount  Folkestone,  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  28th  of 
March,  1811,  upon  moving  for  An  Ac- 
count of  Informations  filed  ex-qfficio  by  the 
Attokney  General;  also  the  Answer 
of  the  Attorney  General  (Sir  Vicary 
Gibbs),  and  the  Reply  of  Lord  Viscount 
jBolkestone. 

Lord  Folkestone  rose  and  spoke  as  ioX- 
?oWs:  I  rise,  Sir,  in  consequence  of  the  no- 
tice I  gave,  to  move  for  "  An  Account  of 
all  Informations  filed  eroi^cao  by  the  Attor- 
ney General,  for  Libel,  from  the  Ist  of 
January  1801  to  the  present  time;  speci- 
fymg  the  time  when  the  said  Informations 
were  respectively  filed,  and  the  proceed- 
ings had  thereon.^'  In  calling  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  this  subject,  I  must  observe, 
that  in  my  opinion,  it  is  the  bounden  duty 
of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  to  give 
their  ready  assent  to  the  production  of 
these  papers,  for  the  purpose  of  shewing 
distinctly  to  the  House,  whether  the  pri- 
vilege of  filing  these  Informations  has  or 
has  not  been  abused.  Had  this  been  the 
case,  there  would  not  have  existed  any  ne- 
cessity for  me  to  enter  at  any  great  length 
into  the  subject ;  but  as  I  am  given  to  un- 
derstand that  an  opposition  to  my  motion 
is  intended,  I  shall  proceed  to  state  the 
reasons  which  have  induced  mc  to  bring  it 
forward.  The  extraordinary  increase  in 
the  number  of  criminal  Informations  for 
Libel,  during  the  last  i^w  years,  is  the 
principal  ground  of  my  troubling  the 
House  upon  the  present  occasion.  That 
these  Informations  have  been  much  more 
numerous  since  the  Learned  Gentleman, 
over  the  way,  came  into  office,  than  they 
were  at  any  equal  period  at  any  former 
time,  is  a  fact  that  cannot  be  contradicted. 
Upon  referring  to  those  sources  which  are 
open  to  every  one,  I  find  that  in  the  course 
of  the  thirty  years  ending  with  the  year 
1791,  there  had  been  seventy  such  prose- 
CutioQS  instituted.     Of  those  from  ]79I  to 


1 800,  I  have  not  obtained  any  account. 
From  1801  to   1806   there   were  fourteen 
such  prosecutions  ;  in  1807  there  was  only 
one:  whereas,  in   the   years  1808,  1809, 
and   1810,   during   all  which   period    th« 
present  Attorney  General  has  been  in  of- 
fice, there  have  been  no  less  than  forty- 
two  Informations  filed  ;  the  yearly  aver- 
age of  Informations  in  the   former  period* 
beinfj  two;  in  the  latter  fourteen.  (Hear! 
hear  !)     This  increase  some   persons  may 
endeavour  to  account  for  by  the  great  in- 
crease of  publications  daily  sent  forth.    To 
such  an  opinion  I  cannot   subscribe,  and 
I  must,  therefore,   account  for  it  on  diffe- 
rent grounds.     The  very  "fact  that  so  vast 
an  increase  has  taken  place  of  late,  is,  in 
my  mind,  a  full    and    sufficient  reason  to 
induce  the   House  to  vote  for  the  produc- 
tion of  these  Papers.     That  increase  must 
have    arisen    from   one    of  two    causes— 
either  from  a  desire,  greater  than  ordinary, 
on  the  part  of  the  public  press,   to  offend 
against   the  law;  cr  from  an  eagerness  of 
disposition,  on  the  part  of  (he  present  At- 
torney General,  to  commence  such  prose- 
cutions.    If  the    former   be   the  fact,  the 
House  will  do  well  to  consider   what  the 
circumstances  are  that  render  the  people 
thus  discontented.     For  my  own  part,  I 
think   that   those   Papers    against    which 
prosecutions  have   been   instituted,    have 
been  unfairly   treated,   when  it  is  asserted 
that  those  concerned    with  them  are  de- 
sirous  of  giving   publicity   to    principles 
wh'ch  are  dangerous  to  the  welfare  of  the 
country — principles  the  oflspring  of  their 
own   minds,  and  calculated  lo  pervert  the 
sentiments   of  the   people.     Now,   Sir,  it 
evidently  appears  from  the    proceedings 
against  the  Editor  of  the  Day  newspaper, 
that  it  is  rather  the  wish  of  the  proprietors, 
of  Public   Prints   to  follow  than   to    lead. 
From  ;ti)at  prosecution  it  was  evident,  that 
certaitj    subjects     had     been    introduced 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  catching  public 
opinion,  and   thereby  increasing  the  sale 
of  the    paper.     If  an   inclination,  favour- 
able  to   the   propagation  of  such  feelings 
does  exist   among  the  people,  it  becomes 
the  duly  of  this  House   to  investigate  the 
cause  of  the  discontent ;   for  it  is  the  gene- 
ral bent  of  the  human  mind,  unless  oppress- 
ed by  great  injuries,  to  remain  contented 
with  its  situation;  and  nothing  but  real 
and   serious   injury  can  raise  at  once  the 
cry  of  a  whole  country.     It  is,  thereforeW 
an    object  well   worthy  the  attention  of 
Parliament  to  inquire  what  are  the  in- 
2  E  2 
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creased  grievances  under  which  the  peo- 
ple labour,  and  that  render  palatable  pub- 
lications that  awaken  aftei  wards  the  ven- 
geance of  the  law.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  increase  of  Criminal  Informations  has 
been  occayioned  by  an  over  ansietj^  to 
prosecute,  it  will  then  be  proper  for  the 
House  to  call  upon  the  Attorney  General 
to  shew,  under  his  responsibility,  on  what 
principle  it  is,  that  ex  officio  Informations 
have  been  so  fiequently  resorted  to.  The 
fact,  that  pi-osecudons  of  this  sort  have  in- 
creased exceedingly  and  alarmingly  under 
the  present  Auoiney  General,  cannot  be 
denied;  and  upon  this  simple  fact,  I 
would  willingly  have  rested  my  case;  but 
fs  I  am  given  to  understand,  that  the 
grant  of  these  papers  is  intended  to  be  re- 
fused, it  becomes  my  duty  to  enter  some- 
'what  into  detail.  If  it  appears  that  there 
is  really  a  greater  desire  to  prosecute  than 
J^eretofore,  then  I  call  upon  the  House  to 
consider  the  great  and  extensive  power 
given  to  the  Attorney  General  by  the  pri- 
vilege of  filing  Informations  tx  officio.  Al- 
though that  privilege  may  have  been  ex- 
tremely proper,  and  comparatively  harm- 
less, at  a  period  when  the  Press  was  cir- 
cumscribed and  confined  to  a  very  few 
persons,  yet  now,  when  it  is  spread 
throughout  the  country,  when  it  is  be- 
..come  the  great  organ  of  public  feeling, 
when  every  thing  is  said  and  done,  and 
felt  and  thought  through  the  Press — to 
give  his  Majesty's  Attorney  General  the 
power  of  binding  it  down,  is  to  give  him 
.  the  most  important,  and  the  most  likely 
to  be  abused  power,  that  can  be  found  in 
the  community.  Those  Gentlemen  who 
have  not  maturely  considered  the  subject, 
cannot  be  aware  of  the  immensity  of 
power,  which,  under  the  existing  state  of 
the  law,  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  At- 
torney General,  by  which  he  is  enabled 
to  vex  and  to  harrass  those  against  whom 
he  is  disposed  to  file  his  ex  officio  Informa- 
tions. In  all  other  cases  where  an  indi- 
vidual has  to  contend  with  the  Crown,  he 
.  Jis  fortified  by  the  rules  and  forms  of  the 
law,  which  rules  and  forms  serve  as  a  bar 
against  oppression.  In  cases  of  High  Trea- 
son— cases  of  the  highest  importance'  to 
the  state— a  still  greater  degree  of  protec- 
tion is  allowed  than  in  any  other.  Not 
that  the  life  of  the  Sovereign  should  not 
be  fully  protected  by  the  law ;  but,  as  it 
appears  to  sne,  that  the  law  contemplated 
the  disadvantage  under  which  an  indivi- 
dtaal    laboured,   when   contending   alon* 
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against  all  the  power  of  thfe  Crown— a 
pigmy  opposing  the  strength  of  a  giant. 
And  therefore  the  law  has  fenced  the 
weaker  party  round  with  those  forflM 
which  serve  as  a  protection  against  th« 
might  of  his  opponent,  in  tiie  manner  al 
the  forms  of  this  House  were  devised  a« 
the  bulwark  of  a  minority,  agairtst'  the 
influence  of  an  overweening  and  over- 
whelming majority.  But  in  cases  of 
Libel,  the  accused  has  to  contend  with 
the  same  power,  in  a  more  formidable 
shape,  and  without  those  advantages 
which  are  enjoyed  in  other  cases.  The 
reason  is  this: — a  prosecution  for  High 
Treason  attracts  universal  attention,catches 
the  watchfulness  of  the  public  eye  ;  and 
the  shield  of  this  awakened  and  vigilant 
spirit  is  thrown  over  the  accused.  But  in 
cases  of  Libel,  where  the  crime  is  compa- 
ratively so  small,  and  where  the  punish- 
ment of  death  cannot  be  inflicted,  the 
public  does  not  watch  all  the  circum- 
stances with  that  interest  which  the  former 
case  excites.  And  thus  the  individual 
prosecuted  for  Libel,  is  deprived  of  that 
vigilance  of  the  public  eye  which,  were 
he  tried  for  his  life,  would  attend  and  sup^ 
port  him  ;  and  therefore  he  has  to  contend 
with  all  the  power  of  the  Crown,  in  a 
much  more  formidable  shnpe  than  the  per* 
son  accused  of  the  crime  of  High  Treason.. 
— But  this  is  not  the  extent  of  the  evil. 
The  Attorney  General  has  it  in  his  power 
to  file  his  Informations  against  whomso- 
ever he  pleases.  He  may  go  ixxio  couri, 
and,  on  his  mere  ipse  dixit,  an  accusation 
mustbe  received.  In  all  other  cases  jus- 
tice is  provided  for  in  the  outset.  When 
a  bill  is  found  by  a  Grand  Jury,  the  ac- 
cused is  protected  by  the  oat^is  of  the 
Jury  and  of  the  Witnesses,  and  unless  the 
Jury  are  of  one  mind,  the  accusation  is 
disinissed.  But,  in  cases  of  Criminal 
.  Information,  no  oath  is  necessary  ;  th^ 
Attorney  General  may  at  once  file  his 
Information,  and  the  Defendant  stands 
charged  with  the  offence.  —  And  here, 
yir,  there  is  one  point  that  ought  not 
to  be  overlooked.  It  ought  not  to 
be  forgotten  that  the  Attorney  General 
has  a  personal  interest  in  these  prosecu- 
tions, in  consequence  of  the  fees  which  h$ 
receives.  I  respect  the  situation  of  the 
learned  Gentleman  too  much  to  impute  to 
him  so  sordid  a  motive.  I  cannot  bring 
myself  (o  suppose  that  the  fees  have  had 
any  influence  in  the  late  extraordinary 
;  increase  of  these  .pvysecutions  j  but  argu- 
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ing  generally  on  the  privilege,  it  must  be 
apparent  that  an  Attorney  Genera!  may 
file  IntorvnatioHS  against  every  person  he 
thinks  fit,  and  that  so  far  he  is  interested. 
I  will  not  ascribe  sucii  a  principle  of  ac- 
tion to  the  learned  gentleman   opposite, 
nor  to  any  man  who  could  lay  the  slightest 
claim  to  elevation  of  mind   or  dignity  of 
feeling.     I   am   willing   to   believe,   that 
when  he  filed  these  ex-ojicio  Informations, 
he  was  not  actuated  by  any  fondness  for 
"  base  lucre"  (a  laugh).     It  is  always  un- 
just and  ungenerous  to  fix  such  a  motive 
upon  any  man,  and  in  this  I  am  sure  the 
learned  gentleman  will  be  ready  to  coincide 
with  me. — Sir, there  is  another  most  import- 
ant consideration.    The  Information  being 
filed,  there  is  no  limitation  as  to  the  time 
when   proceedings  shall  be  commenced. 
Jn  cases  of  High   Treason,   the  time   is 
limited   to  three  years.     If  the  prosecu- 
tion is  not  instituted  within  three  years 
jfnd  a  day,  it  falls  to  the   ground.     The 
mode  pursued,  with  respect  to  Informa- 
tions, is  peculiarly  hard,  because  the  whole 
criminality  is  confined  to  the  publicity  of 
the   Libel  at  the   time  of  its  publication. 
Now,  Sir,  it  is  very  possible,  that  a  trea- 
sonable plot  may  be  kept  secret  for  three 
years;  but,  if  it  is  not  discovered  during 
that   period,    and   should    afterwards   be 
brought  to  light,  the  parties  implicated 
cannot  be  punished.     But  not  so  as  to  the 
time  of  filing  these  Informations.     Against 
the  Attorney  Ger»eral   there  is  no  limita- 
tion :   by  virtue  of  his  extraordinary  pri- 
vilege, an  offence  of  three,  ten,  or  twenty 
years  standing  may  be  thus  visited  :  for 
by  the  39th  of  the  King,  which  compels 
both  printers  and  publishers  to  give  in 
their  names  to  the  Stamp  Office,  all  the 
evidence  is  furnished  by  the  parties  against 
themselves. — And,  Sir,  as,  on  the  one  hand, 
there  is  no  limitation  of  the  time  in  which 
an  Information  shall  be  filed  ;  so,  on  the 
other,  there  is  no  limitation  as  to  the  period 
when  the  facts  shall  be  brought  to  trial. 
The   Attorney   General  may   come    into 
court,  and  put  it  off  whenever  he  pleases. 
I  believe  there  is  a  process  by  which  the 
accused  may  force  the  court  to  entertain 
the  question ;  but,  unfortunately,   it  has 
been  the  custom  for  nearly  one  hundred 
years  to  try  such  Informations  before  a 
Special  Jury.     The  full  number  of  these 
gentlemen  very  rarely  attend,  and  as  the 
King  alone  has  in  these  cases  a  right  to 
pray  a  tales,  the    Defendant  not  having 
this  advantage,  and  the  number  of  Special 
Jurymen  being  then  deficient,  it  is  evi- 


dently in  the  power  of  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral to  postpone   the    proceedings  (tiear, 
hear!) — With  respect,  Sir, to  Special  Juries, 
themselves,  I  conceive  them  to  be  a  very^ 
great  grievance.     1  will  not  enter    upoii 
the  subject  at  present,  because,  on  a  future, 
day,  it  is  my   intention   to  submit  to   the 
House  a  specific  motion  upon  the  subjecti 
I  will  merely  observe,  that,  incases  of  li- 
bel, it  is  peculiarly  hard,  that  the  Defend- 
ant should  be  tried  before  a  Special  Jury, 
The   individuals  composing   it,    are    go.- 
nerally  selected    by    an    Officer    of   th» 
Crown,  and,  in  point  of  fact,  most  of  them 
are  persons  connected   wiih  the  Govern- 
ment Offices,  and   are    therefore  liable  to 
an  undue  influence — and   this  is  a  great 
source   of  complaint   in  those   who   may 
happen  to  be  tried    by    them.      The   act 
under  which  they  were  appointed,  is,'  ac- 
cording to  my  ideas,  totally  violated  :  and 
in  this  opinion  I  am  confirmed  by   a  pe- 
rusal of  a  publication  which  has  excited 
much  interest,  written    by  Sir    Richard 
Phillips,  a  gentleman,  who  lately  served 
the  Office  of  Sheriff  for  London  and  Mid- 
dlesex ;  and  to  whom  a  number  of  ap- 
plications were  made  by  individuals  who 
wished  to   be    put  upon  the  Freeholders 
List.     This  desire  was  a  proof  that   the 
emoluments  derived  from  the  office  wer« 
a  considerable  inducement ;   and  it  is  fair 
to  presume,  that  they  would  not  willingly 
offend  by  any  great  want  of  pliancy  when 
once    possessed   of  the   object    of    their 
desire.      But  the   impropriety    of  intro- 
ducing Special  Juries  is  distinctly  marked 
by  statute  :  the  law  is  jealous  of  them,  and 
allows  them  no  cognizance  of  causes  af- 
fecting life  or  limb.     The  Liberty  of  the 
Subject  is.  Sir,  no  less  valuable;    and   in 
some   recent    instances,  the    punishment 
which  follows  the  verdict  of  these  Special 
Jurymen  falls  very  little  short  of  affecting 
the  life,  as  well  as  the  liberty,  of  the  per- 
son convicted.  But,  Sir,  the  grievance  does 
not  terminate  here  :   for  when  a  Defendant 
is  brought  up  for  trial,  it   has  been  ruled, 
that  he  shall  not  alledge  the  truth  in  justi- 
fication of  the  supposed  offence.      That, 
Sir,  is  the  modern  law.      In  late  years  it 
has  been   determined  by  the  Judges   that 
truth  is  a  libel  ;  and  I  am  willing  to  bear 
my  testimony  that  the  doctrine  has   been 
scrupulously  acted  upon.   And  yet  I  could 
citesome  of  the  best  and  most  learned  au- 
thorities, within  the   last  hundred    years, 
who  held   the  direct  contrary  ;    and  the 
whole  doctrine  as  it  at   present  stands  is 
absolutely  contrary    to   common  sease. 
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The  first  law  relative  to  slander  was  enact- 
ed in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  first.     But 
the  piovisions  of  that  act  went  expressly 
to   punish  tales  which  were  founded    in 
falsehood.      And    the  act   of  Scandaluui 
Magnatum  passed  in  the  reiga  of  Richard 
the  second  proceeded  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple.    That  act  was  renewed  in  the  reign 
of  Philip  and  Mary  ;     but  still  the    false^ 
hood  of  an  assertion  was  necessary  to  be 
proved  under  the  act.     Even  at  a  later  pe- 
riod the  same  principle  prevailed.      And 
in  the    case   of  the  Seven    Bishops,   Mr. 
Justice  Powell   stated    it  as  his   opinion, 
that  in  order  to  constitute  the  libel,  false- 
hood was  necessar}'.     The  dictum  of  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Holt  was  of  a  similar  nature. 
And   therefore,  I  must   observe   that,  al- 
though it   has  latterly  grown  into  a    prin- 
ciple, that   falsehood  is    not  necessary   to 
constitute  a  libel,  yet,   according  to  the 
enactmerlts    of    former    days,     the    case 
was  different.     And  when   Mr.  Fox's  Li- 
bel  Bill  was  carried  into    the  House   of 
Peers,  the  Judges,  when  questioned  upon 
the    subject,    gave    a    similar  opinion. — 
Sir;     another     very    great   hardship    in 
trials  for  Libel,  is,  that  the  Attorney,  whe- 
ther the  Defendant  adduces   evidence  or 
not,  assumes   a   right  to  reply.     I  know 
not  whether  this  is  customary  in  cases  of 
Information  filed  in  the  Court  of  Exche- 
quer, but   I  am  sure    it   is  not  regular  in 
coaris  of  Nisi  Prius.     By   this  means  the 
Attorney  General  has  a  very  great  advan- 
tage.    In  his  opening  Speech  he  may  onljr 
charge  one  half  of  the  offence,  and,"  when 
he  comes  to  reply  he  may  inlroduce  new 
mailer,  and  tliereby   influence  the  verdict 
in  a  manner  the  most  fatal  to  the  accused, 
while  there  is  no  power  given  of  answering 
the  charge. — These,  Sir,  are  the  hardships 
sustained  by  the  accused,  before  and  at  his 
trial ;  and  great'as  these  hardships  are,  they 
are  rendered  stil!  more  so  by  the  uncertainty 
of  the  Law  of  Libel.     The  Judges  not  only 
differ  from  each   other  in  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  law  ;  but  the  same  Judge    dif- 
fers from  himself  at  different  times.     The 
doctrine  laid  down  by  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Mansfield,  in  the  trial   of  Mr.  Home   in 
1777,  at  Guildfiall,  and  that  subsequently 
promulgated  by  Mr.  Justice  Buller,  placed 
the  evil  in  a  strong  point  of  view.     In  the 
former,  Lord  Mansfield  left  the  alternative 
of  guilty  or  not  guiliy  on  the  whole  case, 
to  the  Jury  in  the,  usual  way.     In  the  lat- 
ter, Judgt  Buller  directed  the  Jury  merely 
to  fill  up  the  inuendoes.     Parliament  felt 
the  necessity  of  interfering,  and  the  32nd  i 


of  the  King  was  in  consequence  enacted, 
by  which  the  Jury  were  made  judges  of 
the  law  as  well  as  of  the  fact :  the  Jusige, 
however,  as  in  all  other  cases,  was  to  stattt 
his  opinion  of  the  law.  I  do  not  conceive, 
however,  that  the  spirit  of  that  Act  bai 
been  complied  with  by  the  Judges ;  for, 
in  some  cases,  they  have  delivered  their 
opinion  in  such  a  manner  as  almost  forced 
it  upon  the  Jury.  I  wish  to  speak  with  all 
due  respect  of  persons  high  in  judicial 
office;  hut  asaproof  of  my  assertion,  that 
the  self  same  Judge,  has,  at  different  times, 
delivered  opinions  totally  dissimilar,  I 
must  observe,  that  my  lord  Ellenborough, 
on  the  Trial  of  Mr.  Cobbett,  for  a  Libel 
contained  in  some  letters  relative  to  Irish 
Affairs,  stated,  "  that  when  the  feelings  of 
"  any  person  began  to  be  wounded,  then 
''the  Libel  commenced.^'  But  in  the 
Case  of  Carr  and  Hood,  the  sarre  Judge 
said,  "  that  a  writer's  failings  might  be 
"  criticised,  and  that  in  matters  of  literature 
"  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  that 
"  the  works  of  an  author  should  be  fully 
"  exposed.'^  Now,  Sir,  1  cannot  see  why 
the  feelings  of  an  author  should  be  held 
less  sacred  than  those  of  any  other  person; 
or  why  those  of  a  statesman  should  be  par- 
ticularly spared.  On  the  contrary,  the 
character  of  the  lacier  is  of  that  descrip- 
tion, which,  more  than  any  other,  calls  for 
exposure,  if  any  impropriety  is  committed. 
The  measures  of  a  public  man,  if  bad, 
ought,  above  any  thing  else,  to  undergo 
the  lash  of  public  censure  :  and  if  those 
measures  are  good,  they  have  no  reason 
to  apprehend  any  serious  reproach,  seeing 
that  the  writers  in  their  own  interest,  are 
a1  way.s  ready  to  come  forward  with  panegy- 
rics upon  their  great  talents  and  merit  —• 
In  the  eye  of  the  law,  ii  Libel,  Sir,  is  only 
a  Misdemeanour,  punishable  with  fine> 
imprisonment,  and  the  pillory.  But,  in 
late  instances,  it  has  been  visited  with  a 
severity,  which  seems  to  indicate  a  desire 
of  depriving  the  offender  of  the  very 
means  of  subsistence.  Those  who  ai-e 
most  likely  to  fall  under  the  lash  of  the 
law,  are  principally  persons  connected 
with  the  Public  Press  of  the  Metropolis. 
But  now,  in  cases  of  conviction,  they  are 
not  allowed  to  remain  in  London,  but  are 
hurried  off  to  distant  j?.ils.  Two  indivi- 
duals, Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Hart,  the  Pro- 
prietor and  Publisher  of  the  Independent 
Whig,  were  sentenced  to  three  years  im- 
prisonment. Perhaps  this  punishment 
alone  was  too  much  :  but  to  render  it  still 
more  severe,  they  were  reipoved  to  cdun- 


S13] 


APRILS,  1811. 


try  jails,  at  a  distance  from  their  friends 
and  connections.  The  length  of  the  con- 
finement appears  to  me  an  outrageous  pu- 
nishment; but  it  is  greatly  aggravatt.'d  bj-- 
the  circumstance  of  the  mischief  and  niin 
which  the  distance  of  the  jail  must  inevita- 
bly bring  upon  their  very  means  of  sub- 
sistence. The  law  gave  the  right  to  pu- 
nish, but  not  to  ruin.  And  those  who 
passed  such  a  sentence  must  have  been 
aware  that  ruin,  and  almost  unavoidable 
ruin,  must  follow  its  execution. — There 
was  another  person,  Mr.  Gale  Jones,  whose 
principal  support  was  derived,  1  believe, 
from  some  daily  or  weekly  publication — 
that  person  has  been  sent  to  a  prison, 
where,  by  its  regulations,  be  is  deprived 
of  the  use  of  books,  ink,  or  paper. — 
And  if  this  statement  is  correct,  is  he  not 
thereby  deprived  of  the  means  of  subsis- 
tence ?  A  more  recent  case  is  that  of  Mr. 
Finuerty  :  and  there  are  several  others  to 
which,  if  necessary,  I  could  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House.  But,  when  the  term 
of  imprisonment  has  expired,  the  sentence 
generally  directs,  that  the.  party  shall  find 
security  for  his  good  behaviour,  probably 
in  a  large  sum,  and  for  a  number  of  years. 
Now,  as  it  is  often  difficult  to  procure 
such  securitj^  it  has  the  appearance   of  a 


desire  to  imprison  for  life. — Now,  Sir,  it 
will  be  worth  while  to  compare  the  pu- 
nishments for  Libel  with  those  for  other 
offences.  With  this  view  I  have  procured 
a  report  of  the  trials  at  the  last  Old  Bai- 
ley sessions,  and  I  there  find  that  twelve 
persons,  who  were  convicted  of  various 
felonies,  have  been  sentenced,  some  to 
three  months,  some  to  two  months,  and 
Others  to  only  one  month's  imprisonment. 
Mr.  Alexander  Davison,  who  was  con- 
victed of  a  very  great  olFence,  in  misap- 
plying the  public  money,  was  sentenced 
only  to  twenty-cne  months.  And  a  man 
who  was  lately  convicted  at  the  Winches- 
ter assizes  of  a  most  aggravated  assault 
Avilh  intent  to  commit  a  rape,  and  to  whom 
the  Judge  observed,  that  had  he  been 
capitally  indicted,  he  certainly  would 
have  been  hung — this  man  was  sentenced 
to  no  more  than  two  years  imprisonment. 
He  did  not  receive  so  much  punishment 
as  the  man  whose  only  crime  was  the 
writing  an  article,  which  might  be  offen- 
sive to  the  Attorney  General  and  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  day.— -But,  Sir,  it  may  be 
said  that  the  injured  party  may  redress 
himself,  by  bringing  a  Writ  of  Error  into 
the  House  of  Lords.  But  that  is  really  no- 
thing, as  it  is  possible  that  he  might  wait 
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a  long  time  before  he  had  his  appeal  de- 
cided. And,  in  the  course  of  nine  or  ten 
years  after  the  termination  of  his  imprison- 
ment, it  would  afford  him  very  little  con- 
soiatio-i  tu  be  to!.',  that  the  House  of  Lordf 
bad  reversed  his  Judgment!  (Hear! 
hear  !)  The  House  should  watch  with  ex- 
treme jealousy  in  what  manner  the  privi- 
lege of  filing  these  Informations  has  been 
exercised.  There  have  not  been  less  than 
42  of  these  Informations  filed  in  the  course 
of  the  last  three  years,  comprising  up- 
wards of  seventy  persons.  And  there- 
fore, supposing  no  alteration  had  taken 
place  in  the  law,  the  House  would  do  its 
duty  in  calling  for  these  Papers.  But  the 
law  has  not  remained  the  same — it  has 
undergone  a  woful  change  for  those  who 
may  happen  to  fall  under  the  displeasure 
of  the  Attorney  General.  It  is  not  the 
same  law  nov/,  that  it  was  two  years  ago.- 
About  that  tiine  the  Learned  Gentleman 
brought  in  a  Bill  to  extend  the  rules  ob- 
served in  misdemeanors  against  the  Reve- 
nue Laws  to  cases  of  Libel.  I  take  shame 
to  myself  for  my  inattention  to  this  Bill. 
It  passed  this  House  sub  silentio,  and,  1  be- 
lieve, without  having  been  ever  printed. 
But  in  the  Hc-use  of  Lords  two  noblemen 
exerted  themselves  against  it,  but  I  am 
sorry,  to  say,  unsuccessfully.  The  Bill 
was  introduced  as  a  mere  matter  of  con- 
venience— as  a  rule  found  advantageous 
in  practice — a  mere  improvement  on  an 
Act  of  the  26th  of  the  King,  by  which 
persons  resisting  the  Revenue  officers  were 
ordered  tofind  bail,  or  in  default,  to  be  lia- 
ble to  be  committed.  The  offences  against 
the. Revenue  were  serious,  and  required 
coercion.  But  the  Attorney  General 
brought  in  tliis  Bill,  whereby  the  practice 
wasextcnded  to  all  offenceswhich  he  might 
think  deserving  of  prosecution :  and  thus 
the  liberty  of  the  subject  is  put  complete- 
ly in  the  hands  of  the  Attorney  General, 
and  every  man  holds  his  freedom  at  the 
will  and  pleasure  of  the  Learned  Gentle- 
man opposite  :  who,  if  he  should  h;'.ppen 
to  be  displeased  with  a  person's  looks,  or 
even  his  very  dress,  has  only  to  confine 
him  by  virtue  of  one  of  his  Informations 
ex'officio.  (Hear!  hear!)  1  do  not  mean 
to  say  that  the  Learned  Gentleman  has 
made  any  improper  use  of  this  picvei  ; 
but  it  is  very  evident  that  an.  unfair  i>o 
may  be  made  of  it.  This  act  w?.s  in 
troduced  for  the  purpose  of  anuVU'-ii':»  - 
ing  the  law.  If  it  has  not  be«u  uC';!. 
upon,  it  ought  to  be  repealed  a^^  us. 
But  if  it  has  been  acted  upon,  l.F; 
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nufiibpr  of  ofiences  have  increased  under 
it,  then  it  ought  to  be  repealed  as  perni- 
cious. In  my  ophiion,  this  great  power 
has  b'ccn  abu;5ivfly  and  partially  exercised. 
I  will  not  say.  Sir,  that  the  whole  ground 
of  these  Informations  is  false  and  illegal  ; 
but  when  I  find  such  men  as  Mr.  Burke 
and  Mr.  Dunning  asserting  that  they  were 
so,  and  dividing  the  House  of  Commons 
upon  tlie  question,  and  when  I  find  a  mi- 
nority of  73  JMernbers  of  this  House  coin- 
ciding in  the  opinion,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say,  that  what  they  pronounced  not  to 
he  law,  is  ]a.\v. — The  noble  lord  then  ex- 
amined some  of  the  arguments  in  favour 
of  the  antiquity  of  the  law,  and  contended, 
that,  irom  the  obscurity  of  the  rases,  and 
their  slight  referonce  to  the  question,  they 
C(>nld  add  nothing  to  its  authority.  The 
ohker  dictum  of  Lord  Hale,  to  which,  per- 
haps an  objection  might  be  made,  was 
certainly  against  the  legality  of  the  pri- 
vilege. The  noble  lord  then  adverted  to 
the  Argument  of  Sir  Bartholomew  Shower. 
In  that  Argument  were  contained  the 
Cases  of  the  tveo  Members  who  were  pro- 
secuted for  making  seditious  Speeches 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  But,  I  con- 
tend, (said  the  Noble  Lord)  that  their 
not  having  pleaded  the  illegality  of  the 
Information  arose  from  their  high  feel- 
ings which  prevented  them  from  ac- 
knowledging the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court,  which  was  their  great  plea — .and 
not  from  any  recognition  of  the  legality  of 
the  measure. — Mr.  Justice  Blackstone,'  on 
this  point,  says,  "  The  informations,  that 
*'  are  exhibited  in  the  name  of  the  King 
*'  alone,  are  of  two  kinds :  first,  those 
«'  which  are  truly  and  properly  his  own 
"  suits,  and  filed  ex  officio  by  his  own  im- 
•'  mediate  officer  the  attorney  general ;  se- 
*'  condly,  those  in  which,  though  the  King 
"  is  the  nominal  prosecutor,  yet  it  is  at  the 
"  relation  of  some  private  person  or  com- 
"  mon  informer  ;  and  they  are  filed  by  the 
*'  King's  coroner  and  attorney  in  the  court 
"  ofKing's  bench,  usually  called  the  master 
"  of  the  crown-office,  who  is  for  this  pur- 
•'  pose  the  standing  officer  of  the  public. 
*'  The  objects  of  the  king's  own  prosecu- 
**  tions, 'filed  e.v  officio  by  his  own  attorney 
"  general,  are  properly  such  enormous 
"  misdemeanors,  as  peculiarly  tend  todis- 
"  tiJrb  or  endanger  his  government,  or  to 
"  molest  or  affiont  him  in  the  regular  dis- 
"  charge  of  his  royal  functions.  For  ot- 
"  fences  so  high  and  dangerous,  in  the  pu- 
"  nishmentor  prevention  of  which  a  mo- 
*'  went's  delay  would  be  fatal,  the  law  has 
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"  given  to  the  crown  the  power  of  an  im- 
"  mediate  prosecution,  without  waiting  for 
"any  previous  application  to  any  other 
"  tribunal -."-—Ceitainly,  bir,  this  defini- 
tion of  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone  does  not 
correspond  with  the  dilatory  nianner  in 
which  these  Informu'ions  have  been  pro- 
.sTecuted  ;  and  upon  this,  it  is,  that  I  would 
ground  the  usele.ssness  and  illegality  of  the 
power.  Is  the  evil  sucli  as  to  require  an 
inst?.nfaneous  remedy  ?  What  is  there 
in  it  that  requires  the  sudden  effort  of  the 
state  to  suppress,  or  if  a  libel  be  this  ruin- 
ous thing,  why  does  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral put  otf  its  trial  for  six  or  eight 
months?  Out  of  the  whole  4'2  Informa- 
tions filed  within  the  last  three  years 
only  10  have  been  brought  to  sentence. 
Two  of  the  accused  have  been  acquitted, 
two  are  still  unsentenced,  twelve  have  | 
been  entirely  passed  over,  and  ten  remain  f 
still  to  be  brought  on.  Perhaps  these  ten  ■ 
are  to  be  forgiven  like  the  rest,  and  that, 
of  course,  will  be  solely  attributed  to  the 
humane  disposition  of  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral (Hear,  and  a  laugh  !)  But,  Sir,  is  it 
no  punishment  to  have  such  a  prosecution 
depending  over  a  man's  head  .''  Is  there 
nnihing  in  the  expence  and  the  perplexity 
and  the  harrassed  mind  and  the  doubtful 
spirit,  of  the  unfortunate  person  who  is 
thus  threatened  by  the  Attorney  General 
as  the  victim  of  that  species  of  prosecu- 
tion, which  according  to  Blackstone,  ought 
only  to  be  had  recourse  to  in  cases  that 
are  of  vital  importance  to  the  state  ?  The 
seventy  informations  previous  to  the  year 
17y !  produced  fifty  convictions  :  the  four- 
teen previous  to  the  year  1807  produced 
sis  convictions  :  but  in  the  last  three  years, 
the  House  will  look  at  the  number  wliich 
have  been  convicted,  and  judge  of  the  in- 
fluence which  is  given  by  them  to  the  At- 
torney General.  There  are  certain  statutes 
directed  distinctly  to  put  an  end  to  all 
vexatious  proceedings,  but  permitting  the 
proceeding  by  the  Attorney  General. 
And  this  implies,  that  his  proceedings 
ought  not  to  be  a  nature  which  the  law 
could  call  vexatious.  But  is  not  his  pre- 
sent power  most  productive  of  vexation  ? 
Mr.  Justice  Blackstone  says,  that  com- 
pounding a  prosecution  is  a  misdemeanour. 
But  while  a  right  honourable  gentleman, 
the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ; 
held  the  situation  of  Attorney  General,  a 
public  writer,  Mr.  Peltier,  was  tried  and 
convicted  for  a  libel  upon  Buonaparte,  and 
on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  that  per- 
son's ofience  was  passed  over;  h«  wa^aevcr 
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brought  up  for  judgment ;  and  since  that 
time  he  lias  never  ceased  to  be  a  zealous 
writer  on  the  side  of  government.  I  beg 
to  be  understood  as  not  saying  that  he 
ought  to  have  been  sentenced,  or  that  he 
ought  to  have  been  proceeded  against  at 
all.  But  certainly  in  this  case,  there  was 
an  instance  of  compounding  a  prosecution. 
And,  Sir,  it  will  be  found  that  those  who 
have  sufiered  from  the  severity  of  this 
povver,  have  been  persons  who  have  writ- 
ten against  that  administration  of  which 
the  learned  gentleman  himself  forms  a 
part.  The  power  has  been  used  for  influ- 
ence, and  has  not  been  directed  against 
those  who  take  the  part  of  administration, 
although  it  is  very  evident  that  they  have 
as  few  restraints  from  a  ieeling  of  decency 
and  propriety  as  the  writers  on  the  op- 
posite side.  Upon  what  principle  of  jus- 
tice, Sir,  should  the  vigilance  of  the'  At- 
torney General  be  only  directed  against 
one  party  ?  The  learned  gentleman,  on 
coming  into  ofiice,  found  an  information 
by  his  predecessor  against  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Morning  Post  for  a  publica- 
tion tending  to  create  a  mutiny  among 
the  troops  that  were  then  embarking  for 
foreign  service.  This,  if  any  thing  could 
be,  appeared  to  be  a  case  that  called  for 
the  vigilance  of  the  Attorney  General,  as 
the  mischief  might  have  been  instantane- 
ous and  most  serious.  But  notwithstand- 
ing this  the  learned  gentleman  opposite 
entered  a  Noli  Prosequi  on  the  prosecu- 
tion, and  gave  as  his  rfeason,  what  was 
probably  a  sufficient  one,  that  the  printer 
had  given  up  his  author.  Not,  Sir,  that 
I  am  by  any  means  disposed  to  complain 
of  this  lenity  :  but  why  has  it  not  been 
followed  in  other  cases  ?  And  why  did 
not  the  Attorney  General  uniformly  act 
upon  the  same  principle  ?  The  libel  in 
the  Morning  Post  appeared  first  in  that 
paper,  and  was  so  lar  its  original  produc- 
tion. But  although  Mr.  Cobbett  on 
his  trial,  declared  himself  the  sole  au- 
thor and  proprietor  of  his  paper,  and  de- 
clared the  printer  and  publishers,  as,  in  a 
certain  sense,  merely  his  servants,  that 
declaration  did  not  avail  them,  and  they 
were  all  punished  together.  In  the  case 
of  The  Statesman,  a  paper  which  has  at- 
tracted notice  by  its  opposition  to  Minis- 
ters, the  Libel  which  had  the  author's 
name  to  it,  was  copied  from  a  Manchester 
paper,  and  yet  Mr.  Lavell,  the  proprietor 
of  the  Statesman,  has  been  found  guilty 
and  sent  to  prison  ;  and  no  proceedings,  I 
believe,   have  been  com^ienced  against 


the  Author,  or  against  the  Editors  of  th* 
Manchester  paper. — Sir,  there  are  case* 
without  end  upon  this  subject.  TheMessrf?. 
Hunts,  the  proprietors  of  the  Examiner, 
have  been  acquitted  in  Westminster,  on 
the  very  same  Libel  for  which  Mr.  Dra- 
kard  has  been  found  guilty  at  Lincoln. 
There  may  have  been  the  difterence  of  a 
ievv  words  in  the  two  Libels,  but  I  am  sure 
the  learned  gentleman  will  not  descend 
to  the  chicanery  of  drawing  any  distinc- 
tion between  thenx.  At  Lincoln,  Mr. 
Drakard  has  been  prosecuted  for  endea- 
vouring to  excite  mutiny  among  the  sol- 
diers, while  the  proprietor  of  a  London 
paper,  the  Courier,  is  permitted  to  go  un- 
punished, after  having  asserted  the  soldiery 
are,  every  man  of  them,  out  of  the  pale  of 
the  British  Constitution!  (Hear!  hear!) 
Of  this  partiality  it  is,  Sir,  that  I  complairr. 


going 


At  the  time  that  discussions  were 
on  in  this  House,  many  Informations  were 
filed  against  different  individuals,  which 
were  afterwards  withdrawn.  As  to  the 
matters  which  those  publications  contain- 
ed, it  was  then,  and  still  continues  to  be, 
my  opinion,  that  they  were  fully  proved  in 
evidence  at  the  bar  of  this  House.  I'he  At- 
torney General,  however,  has  thought  pro- 
per to  abstain  from  the  further  prosecution 
of  those  Libels,  and  yet  the  individuals 
against ',vhom  he  had  filed  those  Informa- 
tions were  put  to  great  hardships  and  seri- 
ous expence,  and  had  no  means  by  which 
they  might  obtain  redress.  When  the 
Attorney  General  first  thought  proper  to 
file  those  Informations,  it  wasonthe  ground 
that  the  holding  up  the  Duke  of  York  to 
contempt  was  lowering  the  respect  due 
to  the  royal  family,  and  a  great  offence 
against  the  state.  The  r>uke  of  York, 
however,  at  that  time  supported  the  poli- 
tics of  the  Learned  Gentleman  and  his 
friends.  But  though  at  one  period  there 
was  so  much  respect  shewn  for  those  royal 
personages,  it  seemed  to  be  no  lon<rer 
thought  of,  the  moment  they  ceased  to 
espouse  the  politics  of  the  Learned  Gen- 
tleman and  his  friends.  In  proof  of  thig. 
Sir,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  read  from 
a  liberty  from  a  ministerial  paper  called 
The  Courier,  some  observations  made 
on  the  31st  of  December  last  upon  all  the 
male  branches  of  the  royal  family,  in  an 
article  which  the  writer  is  pleased  to  de- 
signate by  the  term  of  "  The  College  of 
Princes:^'  After  commenting  on  this 
College,  they  say  ;  "  This  is  a  new  class, 
"  a  new  estate  starting  up  to  assert  a  righf' 
"  01  giving  an  opinion  on  any  great  mea- 
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f  sure  in  the  contemplation  of  govern- 
^  ment.  The  College  of  Princes!  Such 
"  a  college  existed  in  the  Germanic  Con- 
«*  stitution,  lately  laid  low  ;  but,  now,  for 
«'  the  first  time,  is  heard  of  in  the  armies 
«*  of  Great  Britain.  ****  They  must  know, 
"  that  as  Princes,  they  were  nothing  but 
*'  great  babies,  with  royal  corals  and 
f*  bells,  just  learning  to  walk  in  the  paths 
•'  of  the  state;  and  that  by  making  tl)em 
"  English  noblemen,  with  seats  in  Parlia- 
"  ment,  the  King  breeched  them  into  po- 
«'  litical  manhood.  As  Prince  Ernest  and 
•*  Prince  Adolphus,  they  are  nothing  more 
*'  than  great  boys,  hardly  regarded  by  the 
"  public,  but  without  power  or  weight  in 
«*  the  community — pretty  creatures  for  a 
*'' Dutchess  to  have  dancing  at  her  ball, 
•*  but  of  no  influence  in  the  Government. 
*'  To  give  them  this  influence  they  were 
*'  made  Peers  of  Parliament.  ******  As 
*'  English  noblemen  of  the  highest  rank, 
**  they  command  respect  ****  as  Princes 
*'  they  sink  back  to  the  character  of 
*'  great  looby  boys  with  toys  and  rattles. 
•'  What  evil  genius  has  persuaded  them 
"to  drop  their  parliamentary  for  their 
*'  princely  chiaracter  ?  To  take  a  step 
"  which,  as  thej'  know  it  would  be  disre- 
*'  garded,  must  expose  their  impotence 
"  and  excite  derision  ?  Let  them  act  in 
*«  Parliament,  but  let  them  never  be  heard 
**  again  in  their  princely  collective  capa- 
"  city,  if  they  do  not  wish  to  become 
"  obnoxious.  The  history  of  the  class  of 
*'  the  French  Princes  is  not  forgotten." — 
Now,  Sir,  I  am  not  complaining  that  these 
things  are  not  proceeded  against,  but  I 
do'complain  of  the  partiality  which  pro- 
secutes for  every  thing  that  may  be  said 
against  the  political  friends  of  the  minister 
of  the  day,  but  passes  over  the  grossest 
and  most  indecent  observations  which  can 
possibly  be  made  against  the  highest 
persons  in  the  community,  unless  those 
persons  happen  to  coincide  in  political 
opinion  with  the  Government  for  the  time 
being.  The  whole  of  the  article  1  have 
just  read  to  the  House,  is  so  grossly  ab- 
surd, indecent  and  abominable,  that  I  do 
not  blame  the  Attorney  General  *  for  not 
prosecuting  the  Author  of  it.  But  I  do, 
and  I  must  blame  him  for  not  shewing 
something  like  impartiality  in  his  selection 
of  those  libels  which  ought  to  be  proceed- 
ed against.  I  can  also  state,  although  it  is 
not  now  a  new  case,  that  it  appeared  thai 
in  the  year  17B8,  libels  against  two  of  the 
rOy«l  Dukes  wIk)  then  opposed  ministers 
■  Wefe  acto&lly  sent  to  the  newspapers  for 


insertion  from  the  Treasury,  and  the  pub- 
lisher imprisoned  for  it.  What  can  be 
said  of  the  hardship  of  that  case  where  two 
individuals  have  been  sent  to  a  distant 
prison  for  three  years  for  a  libel  upon  a 
jury,  while  a  ministerial  paper  (The  Cou- 
rier) may  abuse  with  impunity  that  Jury 
who  thought  it  their  duty  to  accjuit  Messrs. 
Hunt  ?— tfpon  the  whole,  Sir,  it  appears, 
that  the  real  rule  which  guides  these  pro- 
secutions is  this  :  that  the  Courier  and  tho 
other  papers  which  suppoi't  the  Ministers 
ofthe  day  may  say  whatever  they  please 
without  the  fear  of  prosecution  ;  whereas 
the  Examiner,  The  Independent  Whig, 
The  Statesman,  and  papers  that  take  the 
contrary  line,  are  sure  to  be  prosecuted 
for  expressions  that  were  not  so  strong.  In 
directing  these  observations  to  the  Attor- 
ney-General, I  have  acted  merely  from  the 
consideration,  that  he  is  the  Officer  pro- 
perly responsible.  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  has  acted  exmeromolu,  or  whether  he  has 
acted  from  the  opinions  of  others.  It  is  pretty 
evident,  however,  that  the  gentlemen  with 
whom  he  is  in  the  habit  of  acting  are  no 
great  friends  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Press. 
The  present  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
(Mr,  Yorke)  found  out,  in  the  course  of 
the  last  session,  that  the  Press  was  intole- 
rably licentious,  and  complained  to  this 
House  of  a  placard  reflecting  upon  him. 
In  consequence  of  this  complaint,  the  in- 
dividual against  whom  it  was  brought  (Mr. 
Gale  Jones)  suffered  a  confinement  in 
Newgate  for  several  months.  When  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  brought  the  com- 
plaint forward,  he  stated  that  he  felt  no- 
thing personal  on  the  subject,  but  had  been 
actuated  solely  by  his  regard  for  the  credit 
and  dignity  ofthe  House.  In  the  first  in- 
stance, I  gave  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
credit  for  the  assertion  ;  but  I  am  free  to 
confe.ss,  that  since  that  time  ray  belief  has 
been  greatly  shaken.  And  the  circum- 
stance which  led  to  thatdisbelief  on  my  part, 
was,  that  those  who  felt  so  keenly  the  re- 
gard that  was  due  to  the  credit  and  dignity 
of  the  House  in  one  instance,  have  not 
felt  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  take  the 
same  steps  to  assert  its  dignity  ;  not  only 
when  individuals,  but  when  large  bodies 
of  the  members  have  been  abused  in  the 
grossest  and  most  indecent  manner  by 
those  papers  who  support  the  cause  of  th« 
present  Ministers.  The  Morning  Post,  in 
its  observations  on  the  conduct  of  a  Mino- 
rity in  opposing  an  adjojurnment,  (in  which 
opposition  1  believe  it  will  now  be  con- 
fessed that  they  were  right)  abused  in  tjii* 
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grossest  manner  all  the  members  who 
Toted  in  that  minority.  It  is  as  follows: 
,.v^  With  very  few  exceptions,  there  was 
I*  displayed  in  both  Houses,  on  this  occa- 
*'  sion,  a  most  creditable  and  becoming 
"  sympathy,  and  the  conduct  of  I.onI 
/f  Moira  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  who  on  all  oc- 
h.  casions  of  real  national  importance  are 
.<«  ever  actively  to  be  found  at  their  post, 
"  is  entitled  to  our  best  commendations. 
"  In  the  House  of  Lords,  notwithstanding 
,«<  some  observations  from  Lords  GrLnville 
i.,f*and  Grey,  to  the  justice  i-r  necessity  of 
«'  which  we  can  by  no  means  subscribe, 
*'  the  question  of  cidjourninent  was  carried 
*'  as  Tve  have  already  observed,  nem'me  dis- 
"  scntiente;  nor  would  there  have  been  any 
*'  division  m  the  Commons,  where  the  Op- 
*'  position  Wert;  unwillmg  lo  expose  thi- 
•' weakness  of  their  numbers,  had  not  Sir 
*'  Francis  Burdeti,  after  some  reprehensi- 
"  ble  and  insidious  insinuations,  relative  to 
"  the  exercise  of  the  Executive  Power, 
*'  entrapped  Mr.  Whiibread  and  spnif 
•*  others,  who  to  hide  a  still  greater  shame, 
"  and  wear  the  semblance  of  consistency, 
*'  found  themselves  compelled  to  vote  with 
"  the  mischievous  Baronet.  We  are  not, 
"however,  displeased  at  the /^a/rzo/Zc  ex- 
*'  pedient  to  which  the  worthy  Sir  Francis 
•*  has  thus  bad  recourse,  as  it  serves  to 
*'  shew  how  tontempiible  are  the  numbers 
"  of  those  whose  nature  is  debased  bj'  the 
*'  vile  views  of  faction,  and  whose  unu)anly 
"  feelings  and  ungenerous  hearts  forbid  as 
"  it  were  their  sympathy,  in  a  rase,  which 
"  to  the  everlastmg  honour  of  the  country 
*'  be  it  related, so  deeply  interests  the  best 
*'  feelings,  and  fills  with  keen  solicitude 
*•  the  fond  bosoms  of  a  people,  who  in 
"  duly  appreciating  his  virtues,  prove 
♦*  themselves  deserving  of  the  best  Mo- 
•'  narch  that  ever  adorneii  a  Throne.^' — 
Such  language  as  this.  Sir,  is  endured  in 
the  Morning  Post,  because  that  paper  is 
in  the  habit  of  lending  its  support  to 
jMinisters,  and  no  one  of  those  members 
who,  upon  other  occasions,  have  dis- 
covered such  a  lively  regard  for  the  credit 
and  dignity  of  the  House,  considered  this 
as  a  case  deserving  of  their  notice.  For 
my  own  part.  Sir,  I  do  rvot  feel  at  all  hurt 
/"by  such  expressions  of  tlie  Morning  Post. 
Of  me  and  of  my  friends,  that  paper  is  at 
cill  times  at  liberty  to  speak  in  whatever 
way  it  pleases.  All  I  ask  is,  that  the  At- 
torney General  and  those  gentlemen  who 
are  so  tremblingly  alive  to  the  heinous 
nature  of  libels  in  some  instances,  will 
practice  something  like  impartiality  in 
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their  selection.     If  they  are  actuated  by 


the  purest  of  motives;  if  iheir  object  in  the 
prosecution  of  libels  is  solely  their  regard 
for  the  state,  a  resp«ct  for  public  decency 
and  the  preservation  of  bonos  mores,  how 
happens  it.  Sir,  that  these  considerationi 
never  alFecl  them  but  when  the  person  of- 
fendinq  dillers  in  politics  from  the  Minis- 
ter of  the  day  .'' — 1  fear.  Sir,  I  have  already 
trespassed  loo  long  upon  the  indulgence 
of  the  House.  I  hope  I  have  said  enough 
io  convince  the  House  of  the  exorbitancy 
of  the  power  exercised  by  the  Attorney 
General.  I  cali  for  tlie  production  of  the 
Papers  upon  these  three  distinct  grounds: 
J  St,  That  even  if  the  law  had  not  been 
altered,  the  state  of  things  being  altered, 
iht^  Privilege  ought  to  be- investigated  : 
2ndly,  That  the  law  having  been  al- 
I'lred,  inquiry  is  tliereby  rendered  more 
neoess'.ry,  and  particularly  as  the  altera- 
M.in  has  bf^en  introduced  by  the  Attorney 
General  himself:  3dly,  That  the  House 
may  examine  whether  what  I  have  as- 
serted be  true  ;  namely,  that  the  proceed- 
ing by  Infornjation  has  been  exercised 
vexatiously  and  partially.  I  shall  now 
conclude.  Sir,  with  moving,  "  That  there 
"  be  laid  before  this  House,  an  Account 
"  of  all  Informations,  filed  ex-ojjicio  by 
"  the  Attorney  General,  from  the  Ist  of 
"January  1801,  to  the  present  tim«-; 
"  together  with  all  the  proceedings  had 
"  thereon,  specifying  the  dates  when  such 
"  proceedings  took  place.'' 

The  Attorney  General  then  rose,  and 
said,  that  it  was  evident  that  the  object  of 
the  motion  was  not  to  question  the  right 
which  a  person  holding  his  situation  had 
to  file  such  informations,  but  to  insinuate, 
or  rather  directly  to  state,  that  this  power 
had  been  grossly  abused  in  his  hands. 
If  the  power  he  had  been  entrusted  with 
had  been  made  an  instrument  of  oppres- 
sion, he  was  deeply  responsible  for  it.  As 
this  charge  had  been  made  in  pretty  direct 
terms,  he  trusted  the  House  would  indulge 
him,  if  he  should  find  himself  obliged  at 
some  length  to  repel  those  charges. ,  He 
trusted  the  Noble  Lord  would  do  him  the 
justice  to  allow,  that  there  was  no  impedi- 
ment whatever  thrown  in  the  way  of  bis 
motion.  He  had  access,  as  he  had  an 
undoubted  right  to  have,  to  all  therecords 
which  could  be  serviceable  to  him  ;  and 
the  persons  in  whose  custody  they  were 
placed,  had  positive  directions  to  give 
him  every  assistance  they  could,  by  point- 
ing out  to  faim  the  particular  parts  of  the 
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records  to  which    his  enquirie!>  were   di- 
rected.    The  Noble  Lord  h^d  stated  truly 
lUe  number  oi'   infunnations   wljich   had 
been  filed  within  the  last  three  years.     He 
had,   however,  alter  this  statement,  pro- 
ceeded   to  statty  his   suspicions  that  this 
power   had    been   improperly  exercised, 
and  had  stated  several  instances  to  confirm  \ 
this  suspicion.  Many  of  the  to^jics  touched 
upon  by  the  Noble  Lord  appeared  to  him 
to  have   no  sort  of  bearing  upon   the  real 
tjuestion,  which  was  not  whether  there  was 
any   thing  in  the   law  upon   the   subject 
which    required    correction,   but   in  what 
manner   he   (the   Attorney-General)   had 
executed  the  trust   reposed  in    hira.     As 
to   the   hardships  which  difterent  indivi- 
duals might  sufter  in  consequence  of  judg- 
ments pronounced  against  them,  this  was 
a  matter  for  which  he  wasnotresponsible  ; 
and  if  the  Noble  Lord  thought   that  any 
individual  case  was  proper  to  bring  before 
the   consideration    of    Parliament,   there 
was  nothing  to  prevent  him  from  so  doing. 
He    believed    however,   that   there    were 
many  things  which  he  had  stated  as  hard- 
ships, in  which  he  would  not  be  borne  out 
in  an  inquiry.  The  (irst  insinuation  which 
appeared  to  be  levied  personally  at  him, 
was  the  mention  of  the   influence   of  the 
Crown.     Now  he   would  defy  the   Noble 
Lord   to  adduce  a   single  instance  where 
that  influence  had  any  weight  on  his  con- 
duct in  this   respect.     He  believed   that 
there  were  no  prosecutions  more  leniently 
carried  on  than  procccutions  by  informa- 
tions ;  and  he  believed  that  no  person  in 
his  situation  could  have  boldness,  or  nerve, 
or  wickedness   enough   to  deprive   a  de- 
fendant of    every  fair  advantage.     Was 
there,  in  fact,  any  prosecutor  in  the  king- 
dom who  was  so  narrowly  watched   as   an 
Attorney-General  ?   Was  there  ever  vvant- 
ingabilities  or  zeal  to  detect  every  error  he 
could  fall  into ;  and  wa?  not  he  even  de- 
prived of  thaordinary  excuse  of  human  in- 
firmity for  any  thing  he  should  do  that  was 
wrong? — The  Noble  Lord  had  thrown  it  out, 
thatan  Attorney-General  might  he  swayed 
by  the  fees  of  oflice  in  filing  informations. 
Now,  as   the  Noble  Lord  declared  that  he 
did  not  mean  to  apply  this  observation  to 
Jiim,  he  was  relieved  from  the  necessity  of 
repelling  it  personally,  or  declaring  that 
the  paltry,  dirty  fees  of  office  had  no  in- 
fluence on  his  conduct  in  this  respect.     If 
he  was  actuaf.ed  by   the  sordid  passion  of 
pocketing  a  little  pelf,  the  amount  of  the 
r.f:5  would  really  be  too  small  to   induce 
Iii.ii)  or  any  person  in  his  situation,  from 


acting  under  that  consideration.     The  fees 
of  an  Attorney-General  on  fding  an  inforr 
matiou  were  either  1 3*.  id.  or  Os.  iid.    he 
could  not  recollect  which.  Now  he  could  not 
be  at  a  loss  to  kri,ow  what  the   Noble  Lortt 
was  alluding  to  in  those  observationa.   Th^ 
very  terms  which  he  made  use  of  shewed 
clearly  what  it  was  he  meant.     It  was  be- 
cause at  the  trial  of  Mr.  Cobbett,   he  Iwd 
imputed  to  him  that  the  profits  of  his  paper 
had  or  might  have    an    influence  on   his 
writings;  that  therefore   the. Noble  Lord 
had  thought  it  fair  to  impute  to  him  simi- 
lar motives.     He  could  not  believe,  hovi«- 
ever,  that  any  Nobleman,  on  taking  tira« 
to  recollect  himself,  or   that  any    gentle- 
man in  that  House  who  was  possessed  of 
any  liberal  feeling,  could  think   that  the 
cases  were  similar,  or  that  with  any  kind 
of   liberality   or  fairness  they   could    be 
placed  together.     The   Noble   Lord  also 
stated  it  as  a  great  hardship,  that  no  timo 
run  against  the  bringing  such  prosecutions, 
and  that  the  person  remained  always  an- 
swerable.    He  believed   that  every   Gen- 
tlemen who  heard  that  statement  had  sup- 
posed that  there  were  hard  cases  of  indivi- 
duals, oppressed  in  this  manner  j  without 
such  a  supposition,  his  statement  would  be 
absolutely  unintelligible;  and  yet  he  could 
assure  the  House  that  no  instances  of  that 
kind    existed.     He  believed   no   instance 
could  be  stated  of  any  case  in  which  he 
had  tiled  an  information,  in  which  a  single 
term  had  elapsed  from  the  publication  of 
the  libel  to  the  information.     That  always 
followed,  as   closely   as  possible,  the   dis- 
covery  of  the  oflence.     In  the   diflerent 
instances  the   Noble    Lord   had    adduced 
of  hardships  to   which  defendants  were 
exposed,    it    was  nothing   to    the    ques- 
tion to  talk  of  hardships   which    the    law 
imposed  :    the  Noble   Lord   should    have 
pointed   out   hardships   which  proceeded 
from  him  as  Attorney  General.     When  he 
stated    that    the   defendant   had  not    the 
power  of  praying  a  tales,  he  should  have 
recollected  that  in  every  private  prosecu- 
tion the  prosecutor  might,  at  his  pleasure, 
withdraw  the  record.     In  his  objections  to 
special  juries,  the  noble  lord  spoke  of  them 
as  appointed  by  an  officer  of  the  Crown, 
and   said  that   they  had  au   interest   in 
serving    on   those    juries,    and  therefore 
would  probably    not  conduct  themselves 
so  as  to  displease  this  officer  of  the  crown 
who  appointed  them.     As  to  this  officer  of 
the  Crown,  he  must  state  that  he  had   his 
place  for  life,  and  was  in  this  respect  as 
independent  as  the  Judges.    He  knew  hita 
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to  be  a  man  of  high,  honour  and  integ>rity, 
and  utterly  incapable  of  abusing  his  trust 
in  the  manner  which  appeared  to  he  in- 
shiuaied.  The  special  juries  vveie  not  se- 
lected by  this  officer.  It,  was  the  duly  oil' 
tbe  constables  of  the  difterent  parislu-s  t<» 
return  lists  of  freeholders,  and  it  v.-asi  horn 


the  freeholders  book  that  the  special  juries '!Me(]uence   of    that    acquittal.       In   thrcs 


were  chosen.     The  manner,  hov/ever,  that 
they  were    taken   was  this  ;    The   ofiicer 
opened  the  book   where   he  pleased,   and 
took   the  first   AS    names  that   occurred. 
Each  party  had  a   right  to    strike   olT   12, 
and  from  the  remainder  thejury  was  form- 
ed.    He  was  convinced  that  nothing  could 
be  more  impartial   than  the  ivay  the    spe- 
cial   juries    were   selected. — The    Noble 
Lord  had  considered  some  of  the  sentences 
wjiich  had  been  pronounced  by  the  Learn- 
ed Judges   as  severe  in    the    extreme,  and 
had  referred   to   the   authority    of  Judge 
iieU,    but    that    Learned    Constitutio!ial 
jAidgehad  in  his  time  complained  of  the 
licentiousness,  of   libellers,  and   certainly 
the.puiTif-liijjeTits  for  that  oiYence  were   as 
iepefo  ui  the  best  times  of  the  law  as  they 
are  «v.  Oiesent.     As  to  the  case   of  White 
and  Hur>,  it  was  not  for  one  libel  that  they 
bad  been  sentenced  for  two  years,   it  was 
for  two  libels  of  a  very  gross  nature.     He 
had  said,  that   it  would    be   mockery    for 
pfTsons  confined   by   severe  sentences,  to 
b.'-ing  writs  of  error,  which  might  perhaps 
not  be  determined  for  many  years.      He 
had    forgotten,   however,  to    state,   that 
those  two  men,  Hart  and  While,  had  ac- 
tually brought  their   writ  of  error,  and 
that   in  consequence  of  the  nature  of  it, 
it  was  attended  to  in  the  House   of  Lords 
before  any  other  business  of  a  similar  na- 
ture.    The  Noble  Lord    had  also  stated 
the  hardships  of  the  subject  to  be  much 
aggravated    by    the    bill    which   he   had 
brought  in,  and  that  this   bill  had    given 
him  (the  Attorney-general)  the  power  of 
holdmg  to  bail  any  man  he  pleased.     This 
statement  was  utterly  incorrect.     The  law 
gave   him  no  such  power,  but  vested    that 
power  in  the   Judges  of  the  land.      The 
only  case  in  which  this   had    been  acted 
upon,  Avas  in  the  case  of  a  man^  who,  after 
an  information  filed  against  him,   thought 
proper  to  republish  the  same  work.    Now, 
this  case  being  stated  to  Justice  Le  Blanc, 
that  learned  Judge  thought   it  was  a  case 
in  which  the  defendant  should  be  held  to 
bail.     When  it  was  stated,  that  he  had  fil- 
ed •t2  informations,  it  should  bealsostated, 
that  it  was  for  18   libels.      When   it  was 
considered,  that  there  were  near  200  news- 


papers disseminated  every  week,  it  would 
not  seem  extraordinary,  that  tightcen 
libels  should  have,  been  thought  worthy 
of  prosecution.  Out  of  those  eighteen 
cases,  in  eleven  there  were  conviction'?, 
or  judgment  v.cntby  default.  There  wa« 
one  acquilliii,  and  one  withdrawn  in  con-. 


cases  he  had  dropped  ilie  prosecutions  on 
satisfactory  apologies  being  made.  As 
to  the  libels  in  the  case  of  the  Duke  of 
York,  he  believed  there  was  no  one  who 
recollected  the  flame  which  then  prevailed 
in  the  public  mind  that  would  blame  him 
for  withdrawing  those  prosecutions.  He 
had  withdrawn  one  information  against 
the  Proprietors  of  <*  The  Whig,"  as  h« 
did  not  wish  to  add  to  their  present  term 
of  imprisonment.  As  to  the  libel  in  the 
Morning  Post,  the  case  was  this  :  pro- 
ceedings had  been  instituted  at  the  com- 
plaint of  the  Transport  Board,  for  a  libel 
upon  t  hem.  The  author's  name  was  given 
up.  It  was  Captain  Roach,  who  had  since 
served  his  country  gallantly  abroad.  He 
was  then  out  of  the  country,  but  on  his 
return  he  wailed  on  the  Transport  Board, 
and  softened  them  so  much  that  ihey  did 
not  wish  to  press  the  prosecution.  Now 
the  case  of  the  author  of  the  libel  on  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Income  Tax  in  Lan- 
cashire was  very  different.  Mr.  Lovell 
had  inserted  the  libel  in  his  paper  with 
comments  still  more  olFensive  than  the 
original  libel,  and  on  that  account  he  pro- 
secuted him.  He  also  prosecuted  the  two 
country  papers  in  which  it  was  originally 
published,  but  as  he  found  the  evidence 
of  those  two  publishers  v/as  necessary  to 
convict  the  author,  a  Mr.  Collvcr,  he,  iat 
the  desire  of  the  Commissioners  who  were 
libelled, consented  to  suspend  the  proceed- 
ings against  them,  and  the  prosecution 
of  Col  Iyer  is  now  going  on.  If  the  power 
vested  in  him  had  not  been  abused,  he  felt 
confident  that  the  House  would  acquit 
him  of  the  imputations  which  the  motion 
conveyed. 

Lord  Folkestone  rose  to  reply,  and 
spoke  as  follows:  Sir,  after  having  already 
trespassed  &o  long  upon  the  attention  of 
the  House,  it  would  be  unpardonable  in 
me  to  consume  much  more  of  its  time ; 
but  I  cannot  refrain  from  making  a  few 
short  observations  upon  what  has  been 
dropped  in  the  course  of  the  present  dis- 
cussion. My  right  hon.  friend  (Mx. 
Elliot),  and  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Stephen)  have   stated,  that  I 
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have  produced  no  instances  of  an  impro- 
per use  of  the  power  of  the  Attorney 
General  to  justify  this  motion.  To  this  I 
reply,  that  I  have  laid  different  grounds: 
first,  the  general  ground  of  the  hardship 
under  which  this  power  lays  all  the  sub- 
jects of  the  realm:  secondly,  the  impro- 
per use  of  it,  in  the  case  both  of  prosecu- 
tions improperly  commenced,  and  of  par- 
tiality. And  for  the  truth  of  this,  I  need 
only  refer  my  right  hon.  friend  and  the 
hon.  and  learned  geritleman  to  the  fact, 
that  the  Attorney  General  has,  in  no  one 
case,  denied  the  hardship  of  which  I  com- 
plained, and  to  the  statement  which  I 
made  in  the  outset,  confirmed  as  that 
statement  has  been  by  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral himself:  namely,  that  of  the  forty- 
two  prosecutions  commenced  in  three 
years,  nearly  one  half  have  not  been 
proceeded  in.  Now,  Sir,  either  the  pro- 
secutions were  justifiable,  or  they  were  not. 
If  they  were  justifiable,  then  why  were 
they  dropped  ?  Did  the  Attorney  General 
assume  to  himself  the  right  to  decide  that 
sufficient  punishncent  had  been  inflicted  ? 
and  the  right  to  inflict  it  on  whomsoever 
he  chose  ?  The  Attorney  General  tells 
us  that  he  has  received  apologies.  Sir, 
the  Attorney  General  is  a  public  servant, 
acting  for  the  benefit  of  the  public ;  and 
is  he  to  assume  to  himself  the  right  of 
Stopping  proceedings  commenced  with 
that  vieWj  upon  an  apology  made  to  him- 
self? Besides,  what  apology  can ^e  suf- 
ficient in  the  case  of  such  high  misde- 
meanors as  those  to  which  alone,  accord- 
ing to  Blackstone,  these  Ex-o§icio  Infor- 
mations are  applicable  ?  If  the  prosecu- 
tions were  not  justifiable,  then  at  once 
here  is  a  cause  for  inquiry  and  for  grant- 
ing the  Papers  I  have  moved  for;  then, 
»1!  the  persons  aft'ected  by  them  have  been 
unjustly  subjected  to  expence  and  trou- 
ble. But  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
(Mr.  Stephen)  says,  that  the  increase  of 
publications  justifies  the  increase  of  pro- 
secutions. But,  Sir,  is  that  the  real  state 
of  the  case?  In  the  six  vears  ending 
1806,  the  number  of  prosecutions  is  at  the 
rate  of  two  in  each  year.  In  1S08,  180E:», 
and  1810,  at  the  rate  o^  fourteen.  Have, 
then,  these  publications  incieased  in  the 
rate  of  fourteen  to  two  ?  Certainly  not. — 
Of  the  rest  of  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  I  have  only  to  say, 
that  he  has  not  alluded  to  a  single  argu- 
ment of  mine,  which  he  has  not  misrepre- 
sented. But,  in  truth,  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  applied  scarcely  any  one  sen- 


tence of  his  speech  to  the  arguments  that 
have  been  urged,  or  to  the  case  now  be- 
fore the  House.  He  came  down  with  a 
bundle  of  old  papers,  prepared  evidently, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  refuting  arguments 
that  might  be  used  in  behalf  of  the  mo- 
tion ;  but  with  the  view  of  attacking  the 
hon.  baronet  (Sir  F.  Burdett).  And  how. 
Sir,  doe?  the  hOn.  and  learned  gentleman 
attack  him  ?  Why,  for  not  prosecuting 
as  a  Libel,  that  which  purports  to  be  an 
account  of  his  Speech  to  his  Constituents. 
And  what  are  the  grievous  parts  of  this 
Libel  ? — that  the  hon.  baronet  has  been 
represented  to  have  said,  that  "  no  Govern- 
"  ment  can  stand  without  the  affections 
"  of  the  People,"  and  that  he  hoped  "  the 
"  People  would  never  again  be  deprived 
"  of  the  right  of  petitioning."  Sir,  is  it 
libellous  to  say  this  ?  Are  these  libels, 
which  the  hon.  baronet  is  called  upon  (and 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  does  call 
upon  him)  to  prosecute  ?  If  these  are 
Libels,  then  I  beg  to  be  comprehended 
in  the  guilt  of  a  libeller.  I  am  guilty 
of  being  such  a  libeller,  and  I  beg 
to  be  comprehended  in  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  censure. — But,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  tells  us,  that 
the  spirit  of.  the  people  is  libellous. 
"  There  is  a  spirit  gone  forth,"  says  he> 
"■  amongst  the  people,  of  so  dangerous  a 
"  sort,  that  the  Attorney  General  is  called 
"  upon  to  check  it  by  these  prosecutions." 
Is  it  so  ?  Why,  then.  Sir,  let  the  causes  of 
that  spirit  be  inquired  into.  Let  us  cor- 
rect the  abuses  and  the  grievances  that 
have  given  it  birth.  Let  us  institute  these 
proceedings,  in  order  that  we  may  retrieve 
the  aftecticns  of  the  people,  without  which, 
notwithstanding  the  censure  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  I  shall  still  assert, 
that  ''  the  governraent  cannot  stand." — 
With  regard.  Sir,  to  the  Speech  of  the 
Attorney  Gcueral,  it  is  to  be  remarked, 
that  he  really  has  rebutted  neither  the  al- 
legation of  general  grievance  under  the 
law,  as  it  stands  and  is  administered  ;  nor 
any  one  of  the  cases  alledged  of  oppres- 
sion and  partiality.  The  Attorney  Gene- 
ral has  passed  an  eulogium  on  Special  Ju- 
ries ;  but  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  be- 
hind him,  has  not  said  one  word  in  answer 
to,  or  in  contradiction  of,  the  facts  al- 
ledged on  that  subject  by  the  honourable 
baronet.  This  question,  however,*of  Spe- 
cial Juries  shall  be  made,  on  a  future  day, 
the  object  of  a  specific  motion  ;  and  there- 
fore nothing  more  need  now  be  said  upon 
it.-^The  Attorney  General  bas  plaoied 
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himself  upon  his  civility  to  me  in  ordering 
all  the  records  and  offices  to  be  thrown 
open  to  my  inspection.,  I  really  did  not 
know  that  I  was  so  much  indebted  to  him. 
He  has  given  me  credit  for  great  industry 
and  care  in  rummaging  into  the  antient 
records  on  the  subject.  I  am  afraid,  Sir, 
that  I  am  not  entitled  its  this  commenda- 
tion ;  and  if  it  was  part  of  my  duty  to  de- 
Tote  myself  to  these  researches,  and  to 
read  all  these  libels  before  I  brought  the 
question  forward,  I  am  afraid  I  must  plead 
guilty  to  the  charge  of  having  come  before 
the  House  unprepared. — -Sir,  the  Attorney 
General  is  very  angry  at  the  mention  of 
the  word  Fees,  and  is  extremely  indignant 
that  it  can  be  entertained  as  a  possible 
motive  for  any  Attorney  General,  that  he 
is  to  receive  Fees  on  the  filing  of  these 
Informations.  Sir,  I  cast  no  such  i'mputa- 
tion  upon  the  learned  Gentlemani :  but 
I  wish  he  had  been  equally  abstemious  in 
another  case,  where  the  imputation  was 
equally  undeserved,  and  when  it  v/as  used 
for  the  purpose  of  aggravating  the  p\unish- 
ment  of  an  offence  of  a  quite  different  na- 
ture, and  with  which  it  had  nothing  to  do. 
The  learned  Gentleman  knows  to  w.hat  I 
allude,  and  has  mentioned  it  in  the  course 
of  his  speech.  I  am  glad  he  has  donq  so ; 
for  I  am  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
state  that  that  imputation  was  quite  un- 
founded and  totally  unjustifiable.  Sii',  I 
have  known  Mr.  Cobbett,  the  person 
against  whom  the  learned  Gentleman  flmag 
out  that  accusation,  for  many  years.  I 
have  heard  of  the  eminent  services  tie 
performed  for  his  native  country  when  a 
public  writer  in  America.  Honourable 
testimony  has  heretofore  been  borne  io 
those  services  in  this  House.  I  hav«: 
known  him  ever  since  his  return,  and  have 
never  ceased  to  admire  his  public  writings, 
or  to  esteem  his  private  character.  I 
have  more  than  ever  had  occasion  to  do 
io,  since  he  has  been  sufferiiig  the  punish- 
ment which  he  is  now  undergoing,  in 
consequence  of  the  prosecution  of  the  At- 
torney General,  and  lam  extremely  happy 
to  have  had  an  opportunity  of  professing 
publicly  the  high  esteem  which  I  bear 
him,  and  the  value  I  set  upon  his  writings, 
and  the  great  services  he  thereby  does  the 
country. — The  Attornej^  General  has  tcld 
the  House,  that  I  complained  of  state  pro- 
secutions, but  that  I  gave  no  instance  of 
any  such.  It  is  true,  that  I  complained  of 
the  possibility  as  the  law  stands,  of  keep- 
ing these  prosecutions  hanging  over  the 
heads    of   individuals  for    an   indefinite 


period  ;  but  I  did  not  complain  that  this  -\ 
had  ever  been  done.     The  Attorney  Gene*  ., 
ral  states  a  case  where  he  entered  a  nali 
prosequi  to  relieve  the  mind  of  the  person 
against  whom    a  prosecution   had   been  - 
commenced.     I  am  bound  to  acknowledge^ 
the  truth  of  that  statement,  and  to  beat 
testimony    to    the   kindness   with  which  . 
the  Attorney  General  acted  in  that  case-- 
but  why  is  this  the  only  noli  prosequi  whici^ 
he   has  entered?     Why,  in  other  case* 
where  prosecutions  have  been  dropped—  . 
or  at  least  not  proceeded  on — why  hav«  ■ 
they  not  been  put  a  final  stop  to  in  this 
way  ?    Why  have  they  been  left  in  such 
a  state,  that  at  any  future  period  they 
may  be  taken  up   again  either  by   the  -. 
present  or  any  future  Attorney  General?  - 
Why  were  not  the  minds  of  these  other 
individuals  equally  set  at  rest?  Sir,  1  com- 
plain of  this  :  these  people  are  still  under 
the  lash.     It  is  not  in  full  operation;  but 
it  is  kept  suspended  over  them,  and  may 
at  any  future  period  be  again  brought  into 
operation.— And  now.  Sir,  with  respect  to    ' 
that  case,  which   the  Attorney   General  ., 
states  so  triumphantly,  of  the  only  person 
who  has  been  committed  under  the  ^ISth  of 
the  King.     The  Attorney   General  says 
that  I  misrepresented  that  Act,  when  I  said 
that  it  gave  him  the  power  to  hold  all  the 
King's  subjects  to    bail.     I  surely  could 
not   be   understood  to  mean   that  it  em- 
powered the  Attorney  General  himself  to 
take  bail,  or  to  commit.     1  have  read  the  . 
Act  and  I  know  it  means  no  such  thing  j 
but  it  does  that  which  is  tantamount  to  it. 
It  empowers  a  Judge--(I  am  not  quite  sure 
whether   or  no   it  is  imperative  on   the  ^ 
Judge)— it  empowers  him,  however,  at  all 
events,  to  hold  to  bail  or  commit  any  per- 
son against  whom  the  Attorney  General    . 
files  his  Information.     Is   this   nothing?   ,^ 
The  Attorney  General  may  file  his  Infor- 
mation against  whom  he  pleases,  and  on 
Affidavit  of  the  filing  of  the  Information, 
the  Judge  may  hold  to  bail  or  commit. 
Then,  I  say,  that  this  gives  the  Attorney 
General  the  power  of  having  any  person 
whom  he  pleases,  held  to  bail. — But  this*- 
Act,  it  seems,  has  only  once  been  brought. " 
into   operation.       Has   the  Act  done   no 
good  ?  it  ought,  then,  to  be  repealed.     Is 
it  useless  ?  it  ought  to   be  repealed.     It 
has  been  useful  in  one  case  :   and  that  case 
the  Attorney  General  states  triumphantly.  ^ 
He  says  it  is  the  case  of  one  O' Gorman, 
who  after  an  Information  filed  against  hira. 
for  a  libel,  republished  the  Libel,  and  was 
than  brought iinder  the  operation  qX  ihis'Z 
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Act,  and  being  unable  to  find  bail  was 
committed,  I  say  that  this  case,  instead 
of  being  a  triumphant  one  Tor  the  Attor- 
ney General,  is  a  case  of  most  gross  and 
flagrant  abuse.  In  the  first  place — a 
^ibel ! — by  what  right  does  the  Attorney 
General  call  the  publication  in  question  a 
Libel?  Has  it  ever  been  so  proved  ?  Has 
the  author  ever  been  tried  and  convicted 
of  being  a  Libeller  ?  No.  The  Attorney 
General,  for  reasons  which  he  has  stated, 
has  never  brought  this  work  to  the  test  of 
»  trial.  It  is,  therefore,  no  Libel  in  law; 
and  he  has  no  right  so  to  call  it  ? — Then, 
as  to  the  republication  of  this  work,  which 
ihe  Attorney  General  is  pleased  to  call  a 
Jibel,  I  understand  that  the  fact  is  not 
true.  Previous  to  the  filing  of  the  first  In- 
formation, a  second  Edition  of  the  Work 
was  sent  to  the  press.  The  putting  the 
Information  on  the  file  did  not  stop  the 
work  of  the  press:  it  went  on,  and  the 
second  edition  was  printed  and  sent  home 
to  this  man's  house  :  and  this  is  the  repub- 
Jication  for  which  the  second  Information 
was  filed  :  Well,  but  admitting  the  work 
itself  to  have  been  as  heioous  a  libel,  as 
abominable  a  publication  as  ever  came 
from  the  press.  What  then  ?  Does  that 
render  the  author  justly  amenable  to  this 
Act?  Was  this  act  passed  to  punish  Libels? 
or  to  enable  Attorney  Generals  to  punish 
those  whom  they  chose  to  pronounce  libel- 
lers ? — No  :  this  act  was  passed  to  prevent 
culprits  running  away  from  justice  :  to  pre- 
vent their  escape.  And  I  want  to  know,  if 
this  man  was  more  likely  to  run  away  from 
the  second  Information  than  from  the  first  ? 
Whether  the  re-publication,  therefore, 
gave  any  good  ground  for  bringing  him 
under  the  operation  of  this  Act,  or  not, 
I  say,  that  the  object  and  purposes  of  this 

fct  have  been  herein  grossl}'  perverted, 
say,  that  this  Act,  passed  for  one  pur- 
pose, has  been  used  for  another — ^has  been 
used  arbitrarily  by  the  Attorney  General 
for  the  purpose  of  punishing  a  man,  who 
has  never  been  convicted  of  any  crii.ie  ; 
but  who  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of 
the  Attorney  General. — On  the  whole. 
Sir,  I  assert,  that  none  of  the  grounds  that 
I  before  alleged  for  this  motion,  have  been 
removed.  The  hardships  which  I  enume- 
rated as  attending  every  person  who  be- 
came the  object  of  this  sort  of  prosecution 
have  not  been  disproved  or  denie<l,  in  any 
one  instance.      And  as  to  the  particular 


grounds,  they  are  equally  uncontradicted. 
The  fact  asserted  by  me,  and  confirmed  by 
the  Attorney  General,  of  prosecutions  be- 
ing dropped,  is  proof  of  their  being  im- 
properly commenced  :  and  as  to  the 
charge  of  partislity,  in  prosecuting  some 
and  withholding  all  restraint  from  others, 
none  of  the  ger»tlenien  have  touched  on 
the  subject.  I  beg  leave  here  to  repeat, 
that  this  lenity  I  do  not  complain  of,  but 
what  I  complain  of  is  this:  that  while 
this  lenity  is  extended  to  some,  great 
severity  is  meted  out  to  others.  The 
ground,  therefore,  on  wdiich  I  stand,  is  the 
general  hardship,  even  as  the  law  stood 
before  the  alteration — the  increased  seve- 
rit}?^  of  the  law  in  consequence  of  the  48th 
of  the  King — and  the  abuse  and  partiality 
with  wliich  the  Attorney  General  has 
exercised  his  privilege.  These,  Sir,  are 
the  grounds  on  which  I  rely,  and  upon 
which  I  shall  take  the  sense  of  the  House. 
[At  the  close  of  Lord  Folkestone's  Ke- 
ply,  a  division  took  place,  when  there  ap- 
pearefl,  for  Lord  Folkestone's  motion  38> 
incluc'.ing  Tellers  ;  and  against  it,  121,  in- 
cluding Tellers. The  speakers /or  the 

motion  wore  Lord  Folkestone,  Sir  Francis 
Burt'lett,  Sir  Samuel  R,omilly,  and  Mr.  P.' 
Mooire.— — Those  who  spoke  against  it 
wero.  The  Attorney  General  himself,  Mr. 
Stephen  (Wilberlbrce's  brother-in-law) 
novtr  a  Master  in  Chancery,  Mr.  William 
Eli  iot,  and  a  person  of  the  name  of  Lockart, 
who  is,  I  believe,  a  lawyer. The  fol- 
io" wing  are  the  names  of  those  members 
\S  ho  voted  for  Lord  Folkestone's  motion  :] 

List  of  the  Minority. 

.^Vbercromby,  hon.  J.  Martin,  Henry 

Adams,  Charles  Milier,  sir  Thomas 

.Adair,  Robert  Moore,  Peter 

Aubrey,  sir  John  Newport,  sir  John 

Byng,  Geoi-ge  North,  Dudley 

Brand,  hon.  Tiiomas  Ord,  William 

Ciiveiidisl),  William  Osborne,  lord  F.  G. 

Combe,  Harvey  C.  Ossulston,  lord 

Creevey,  Thomas  Parnell,  Henry 

Cutlibert,  J.  R.  Ronnily,  sir  Samuel 

Ferguson,  General  Smith,  William 

Guise,  sir  William  Sharp,  Richard 

Hibbert,  George  Taylor,  M.  A. 

HovTorth.  Humphrey  Tracey,  Hanbury 

Hutchinson, hon. C.n.  Western,  C.  C. 

Latouche,  Robert  Whiibretul,  Samudl 
Lcfevre,  James  Shaw 
Lemon,  sir  William  Tellers. 

Longman,  George  Folkestone,  viscount 

Maddocks,  W.  A.  Burdett,  sir  Francis 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Ex-oFFicio   Informations. In   the 

present  Number,  I  shall  more  open  llie 
subject,  wliich  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
quit,  till  all  the  world,  where    the   English 

language  is  understood,  and  indeed  until 
all  nations,  have  the  means  of  putting  a 

just  vnlus  upon  that  thing,  which,  in  Eng- 
land, is  called  The-Libertyof  the  Press.  Tl)is 
thin>T  has  long  been  a  matter  of  boast; 
but  it  never  was  yet  clearly  and  fully  de- 
scribed and  made  known  to  the  people. 
Now  it  shall :  and  then  let  the  name  of  it 
take  its  chance  in  the  world.  And,  it  is 
the  more  necessary  to  make  the  exposure 
at  this  time,  because  so  much  is  said  about 
the  recently-established  regulations  about 
the  press  in  France,  between  which  and 
the  regulations  in  England  the  world 
ought  to  be  able  to  judge  ;  and,  I  cannot 
help  observing  here,  that  tJiose  who  are 
the  loudest  in  reproaching  the  Enfipcrpr- 
for  his  regulations,  are  amongst  the 
greatest  enemies  of  all  real  Liberty  of  the 

Press   in     England. Supposing,    as    I 

must,  that  the  reader  has  gone  through  the 
whole  of  the  chart^e  of  Lord  Folkestone 
and  the  defence  of  SirVicary  Gibbs,  as 
published  in  my  last  Number,  it  will  not 
be  necessary  for  me  to  give  him,  here, 
any  general  account  of  that  debate,  which 
began  at  page  S05,  and  filled  almost  the 
whole  of  the  remainder  of  the  Number ; 
but,  there  are  certain  topics,  touched  upon 
in  it,  which  I  cannot  refrain  from  notic- 
ing, tiiough  there  were  very  few  of  much 
importance,  upon  which  Lord  Folkestone 
did  not  enter  pretty  fully,  and  to  which 

he  did  not  do  ample  justice. What  sor^ 

of  a  thinn  an  INFORMATION  EX-OFFI- 
CIO is,  I  stated  very  claarly  at  page  428 
of  this  present  Volume.  I  showed  that  it 
was  such  a  power  as  few  people  supposed 
to  be  in  existence  in  this  country  ;  but,  I 
did  not  there  notice  the  additional  power 
given  to  the  Attorney  General  by  an  Act 
passed  in  the  ^Sth  year  of  this  Jubilee 
Reign,  which  act  authorizes  the  Attorney 
General  to  hold  to  bail,  and  if  bail  be  not 
found,  to  imprison,  at  once,  any  man 
against  whom  he  may  choose  to  lay  an  in- 


fornjatioR. See,  then,  what  his  powers 

amount  to  :  he  can,  by  bis  sole  will,  with- 
out the  intervention  of  a  Grand  Jury,  and 
without  a  rule  moved  for  in  Court;  he 
can  pitch  upon  aiiy  man  that  he  chooses, 
and,  u'iihout  any  oath  made  against  sucli 
man,  by  any  body,  he  may  put  such  mail 
upon  ihe  list  of  criminals  to  be  tried  ;  and, 
to  trial  he  may  bring  him,  without  any 
other  ceremou}'^  than  that  of  sending  him 
a  slip  of  paper,  commanding  him  to  ap- 
pear on  such  a  day  to  be  dealt  with  as  ttie 

Court  shall   direct, This  is  pretty  well 

for  a  beginning.  But,  if  he  chooses,  he 
may  novj,  by  the  new  Act  brought  in  by 
this  present  Attorney  General,  have  the 
man  taken  up  like  a  thief  or  a  highwayrnp.n, 
and  make  him  give  bail,  or,  if  he  has  no& 
bail  ready,  he  may  send  him  to  jail  at  once  ; 
and  this,  you  will  observe,  without  there 
being  any  oath  made  as  to  the  man's  hav- 
ing done  any  thing  wrong;  all  that  is  re- 
quired to  be  proved,  in  order  to  send  such 
a  man  to  jail,  is,  that  the  Attorney  Gene-^ 

ral  has  laid  an  Information  against  him ! 

Now,  such  being  the  case,  it  is  clear,  that 
the  Attorney  General  has  the  power  of 
holding  any  man  in  England  to  bail,  be  he 
who  or  what  he  may.  He  has  the  power 
of  causing  any  man  to  be  seized  by  a 
Tipstaff  and  to  be  kept  in  custody  till  he 
has  found  bail,  and  that,  too,  without  being 
obliged  to  furnish  th3  party  so  taken  uj> 
and  held  to  bail  with  any  copy  or  state- 
ment of  the  charge  against  him. 'i  hs 

Attorney  General  may  do  this  to  ft/^^man. 
There  is  no  man  that  is  not  exposed  'to 

the  operation    of    this    power. Weil, 

having  accused  a  mar,  having  laid  his  In- 
formation against  him  ;  having  sent  him  a 
command  to  cojne  and  be  tried,  and  having, 
perhaps,  held  hhn  to  bail ;  having  done  this,- 
he  does  not  bring  him  to  trial  until  he 
chooses.  The  "  fr&>horn  Engliilnnanf* 
vv'ho  is  thus  hooked,  must  wait  till  the  At- 
torney General  pleases  to  have  him  tried. 
His  command  to  come  and  be  dealt  with 
stands  good.  His  bail  holds  him  on. 
And,  if  he  cannot  get  bail,  there  he  is  in- 
jail,  as  long  as  the  Attorney  General, 
pleases  ;  for,  the  latter  '.nay  put  rf  the  trial 

f<rr  any  length  of  time. This  is  qui'e  coi«- 

2  F 
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fortable.  This  is  delightful  in  the  "  most 
free  and  most  happy  country  in  the  wovid  \" 

• The  Attorney  General   may  put   ofF 

the  tri.il,  if  he  likes,  during  the  whole  of" 
a  man's  life  time.  He  may  !hy  his  infor- 
mation when  the  man  is  si«gle,  as  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  observed,  and  he  may  bring 
him  to  trial  after  he  is  married  and  has 
half  a  dozen  children.  He  may  inform 
against  him  while  he  is  following  one  pro- 
fession, and  may  fall  on  upon  him  with  his 
trial  when  he  is  about  to  enter,  or  has  en- 
tered; upon  another. He  liiay  forgive, 

too,  of  himself,  after  he  Has  laid  the  Infor- 
mation, after  he  has  put  a  man  upon  the 
list  of  criminals  to  be  tried,  after  he  has 
commanded  him  to  come  to  be  dealt  with, 
after  he  has  held  him  to  bail,  nay,  after  he 
has  put  him  in  jail  for  want  of  bail;  after 
all  this  he  may  forgive  the  man,  of  his  own 
head,   without  bringing    him  before  the 

court  at  all. Is  it  necessary  to  say  any 

more  about  his  powers  ?  Is  not  this 
enough  ?  Eli !  you  free-born  gentry,  is 
not  this  plenty  for  you  ?  If  this  does  not 

satisfy  you,  I  do  not  know  what  will. 

Well,  suppose  he  chooses  to  try  the  man 
that  he  has  informed  against }  What, 
then  ?  Why,  then,  the  first  step  he  takes, 
is,  to  demand  a  SpeciulJun/,  that  is  to  say, 
twelve  mert,  out  oi  forty- eifht  men,  ALL 
APPOINTED  BY  THE  MASTER  OF 
THE  CROWN  OFFICE.  The  poor  man 
who  is  to  be  tried  may  strike  out  12 
from  the  48,  and  so  may  the  prosecutor; 
but,  the  whole  48  are  appointed  by  the  Mas- 
ter of  the  Croivn  OJjice. — ■ — Well.  The 
Jury,  thus  appointed,  does  not  appear;  or, 
only  part  of  them  come.  The  Attorney 
General  has  the  power  to  put  off  the  trial, 
to  say  simply,  I  do  not  choose  to  try  ynu 
now ;  and  you  shall  not  be  tried  now  be- 
cause I  do  not  choose  it.  His  will  here  is 
absolute.  The  Judges  themselves  have 
no  power  to  force  the  trial  on.  Whether 
his  Special  Jury  comes,  or  not,  he  can  prit 
off  the  trial.  And,  on  the  contrary,  if  the 
Special  Jury  do  not  come,  cr  only  a  part 
of  them  come,  he  can  demand,  if  he 
pleases,  to  have  a  Jury  made  up  from  the 
Common  Jurors. — — I'hen,  at  the  trial,  liC 
begins  and  speaks  against  the  accused, 
and  he  has  as  many  more  as  he  pleases, 
iit  the  public  expence,  to  speak  on  the  same 
side.  When  that  is  done,  the  accused  has 
to  speak  in  his  defence.  And  there,  one 
would  think,  the  thing  would  fend.  Oh, 
no  !  for,  though  in  all  cases  between  man 
and  man,  this  is  the  practice,  the  Attorney 
General  has  the  privilege  of  another  speech 


after  the  defeiica  is  over  ;  and,  as  Lord 
Folkestone  otwerved,  into  this  speech  he 
may  bring  what<3v<*r  new  matter  he  pleases. 
He  may,  mdeed,  as  his  Lordship  observed, 
reserve  all  tha  weighty  part  o\  his  allega- 
tions for  this  sp-9ecb,  and  thus  leave  the 
defendant  without,  in  reality,  any  oppor- 
tunity at  all  to  defend  himself. If  the 

man  h.i  found  godty,  he  may,  or  may  not, 
be  brought  up  for  judgment,  just  as  the 
Attorney  General  pleases.  The  Court 
cannot  do  any  thing  in  it.  The  man  may 
be  brought  up  and  sentenced  at  the  next 
term,  or  many  years  afterwards,  during  all 
which  time,  the' liability  to  be  brought  up 

for  judgment  hangs  over  his  head. ^-If 

he  be  brought  up,  he  may  speak,  or  offer 
affidavits ;  but,  after  that  the  Attorney 
General  and  his  coadjutors  claim  the  right, 
and  exercise  it,  of  SPEAKING  AGAIN, 
before  the  judgment  is  passed.  This  they 
always  do ;    especially    in   cases  of  libel. 

Suppose   the   prosecuted  man   is  ac- 

(juitted  :  then  he  has  all  his  costs  to  pay  ; 
for  the  Crown  pays  no  costs.  The  same 
is  the  case  if  the  man  be  never  brought  to 
trial.  Still  he  has  costs,  and  heavy  costs 
too.  He  is  obliged  to  pay  for  a  copy 
of  the  accusation  against  him.  Poor 
GiLi-.ERT  Wakefield  (whose  case  we  must 
take  care  not  to  forget)  had  to  pay,  hs 
states,  several  pounds  in  order  to  get  at  a 
knowledge  of  what  he  tuas  accused  of;  for, 
unless  he  paid  this  money,  he  would  not 
have  known  what  his  alledged  crime  was, 
'till  he  actually  came  to  the  place  of  trial 
and  heard  the  charge  read  against  him. 

-it  is  the  same  with  every  other  man, 

who  is  prosecuted  in  this  way.  He  may 
bs,  as  we  have  seen,  brought  to  court  after 
court,  and  not  tried  for  years,  and,  per- 
haps, not  tried  at  all;  and,  besides  the 
hairassing  of  this,  he  has  to  meet  and  sup- 
port all  the  expences.  There  may  be 
just  as  many  Informations  laid  against  any 
mxn  as  the  Attorney  chooses  to  lay 
agiJnst  him  ;  he  may  be  compelled  to 
plve  bail  upon  every  one  of  them,  or  he 
may  be  seat  to  jail;  and,  after  all,  he  may, 
if  the  Attorney  General  chooses,  never  be 
brought  to  trial  at  all  ;  and,  he  has,  for  all 
thi.-:,  no  mode  whatever  of  obtaining  com- 
ponsation  or  redress.  Hence,  as  Mr. 
Dunning  says,  in  his  celebrated  pamphlet, 
"  the  Attorney  General  may  ruin  any 
"  man,  whose  pen  is  troublesome  to  the 
"  ministry  ;  fur  who  has  a  purse  sufficient 
"  to  contend  against  the  Crown  ?"  And, 
Mr.  Dunning  said  this,  too,  before  the 
Act  empowering  the  Attorney  General  to 
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hold  to  bail  was  passed,  or  dreamt  of.— — • 
Such  are  the  powers  of  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral in  Kn gland.  Such  are  the  powers,  to 
which  the  press  is  subject  in  England, 
Such  is  the  "  practice  of  the  Engiisli  Con- 
''  stitution"  as  to  the  press,  and  to  persons 

who  write. Any  man,  no  matter  who, 

may  have  an  Information  Ex-officio  laid 
against  him,  and  that  too,  for  any  thing 
that  the  Attorney  General  marks  down  as 
a  crime.  Any  man  may  be  thus  put  upon 
the  list  of  criminals ;  and  there  he  may  be 
compelled  to  remain  as  long  as  the  Attorney 

General  pleases. But,  it  is  useless  to  say 

any  thing  more  in  the  way  of  description 
of  this  power;  this  matchless  power ;  this 
nonpareil  of  all  powers.  The  thing  i«^  now 
pretty  well  known  here.  Heretofore  it 
has  not  been  known.  People  heard  of 
the  Attorney  General's  prosecuting  writers 
and  printers  ;  but,  they  had  no  notion  of 
his  possessing  powers  like  these  ;  nor  did 
one  person  out  of  a  thousand  know  what 
was  the  meaning  of  the  words,  SPECIAL 
JURY.  Now,  however,  they  do  know 
what  all  this  means  ;  and,  those  who  do 
not,  will,  before  I  have  done  wii;h  the  fub- 
ject;  for,  compared  with  the?e  matters, 
what  are  the  events  of  the  ivar  ?  Those 
events  are  but  as  dust  in  the  balance,  when 
compared  with  these  powers  of  the  Attor- 
ney General ;  and,  what  contemptible 
animals  must  we  be,  if  we  can  suffer 
ourselves  to  be  amused  with  what  is  pass- 
ing in  Spain  and  Portugal,  while  we  have 
such  concerns  as  this  under  our  eyes, 
coming  into  our  houses,  and   affecting  us 

in  all  our  vital  inter-:^sts. Having  given, 

or  rather,  repeated,  my  description  of  the 
powers  possessed  by  the  Attorney  General, 
I  shall,  in  my  next,  proceed  to  observe 
upon  what  he  said  in  defence  of  his  con- 
duct as  to  the  exercise  of  those  powers. 
Here,  however,  I  shall  introduce  a  speci- 
men from  a  writer  of  the  last  century,  by 
way  of  answer  to  those,  who  cry  out  against 
the  licentiousness  of  the  press  in  the  present 
day. Mr.  Stephen  (Wilberforce's  bro- 
ther-in-law), who,  having  been  a  reporter 
to  the  news-papers,  ought  to  know  somethmg 
about  the  press,  saicfj,  that  the  press  was 
now  more  licentious  than  ever.  So  said  Mn. 
YoRKE,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Wardle'  s  charges 
against  the  late  Commander  in  Chief. 
And,  as  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  observedj  so 
have  said  every  ministry  at  all  times  since 
there  has  been  a  press.  ■  But,  the  truth 
is,  that  the  press,  in  England,  never  was 
so  tame,  so  beaten  down,  so  completely  sub- 
dued  as  it  is  now.    No  man  dares  to-pub- 


lish  any  thing  calculated  to. produce  effect, 
touchuig  great  po'itual  ntaiters;    touching 
those  tilings   in  winch  the  people  realty  are 
interested.      About   things,  in  which  ihere 
is  little  interest,  a  man  may  write  ;  and,  if 
his  hostility  be  merely  ot    a  parly  nature, 
he  may  go  on  pretty  (quietly  ;   but,  if  he 
strike  at  the  root  of  what  he  deems  a  pub- 
lic grievance ;  if  he  be  sincere  in   his  en- 
deavour to  eradicate  it;  if  his  hostility  be 
to  the  thing,  and   if  it  be  pretty  manifest 
that  he  is  not  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  de- 
sist ;  then  let  him  beware  ! The  speci- 
men of  the  Lzkr/i^r   of  the  Press,  which   I 
am  now  about  to  introduce,  I  have  pub- 
lished in  the  Register,  once  before ;  but,  it 
cannot  be  published  too  often,  especially 
while  there  are  men  to  cry  out  against  the 
licentiousness  of  the  press  of  the  present  day. 
Poor,  tame,  insipid,  spiritless  thing !  What 
would   Swift  have  said  of  it  ?     Nothing 
can  show  the  degeneracy  of  spirit  in  this 
country  in  so  strong  a  light  as  the  com- 
paring of  the  language    of  the  press  of 
former  limes  with  its  language  at  this  day. 

SWIFT'S 

Character,  Panegvkic,  and  Description 
OF  THE  Legion-Club.     1736. 

As  I  stroll  the  cit}-,  oft'  I 

See  a  building  large  and  lofty, 

Not  a  bow-shot^'ro?«  the  College  ; 

Half  the  globe  from  sense  and  knowledge  : 

By  the  prudent  architect, 

PJac'd  against  the  Church  direct, 

Making  good  my  graod-dame's  jest, 

"  Near  the  church" — you  know  the  rest. 

Tel!  us  what  the  pile  contains? 
Many  a  head  that  holds  no  brains. 
These  demoniacs  let  me  dub 
With  the  name  of  Legion-Club. 
Such  assemblies,  you  might  swear 
Meet  when  butchers  bait  a  bear; 
Such  a  noise,  and  such  haranguing, 
When  a  brother  thief  is  hanging  ; 
Such  a  rout  and  such  a  rabble 
Run  to  liear  Jack-pudding  gabble  ; 
Such  a  crowd  their  ordure  throws 
On  a  far  less  viUaiii^s  nose. 

Could  I  from  the  building's  top 
Hear  the  ratthng  thunder  drop, 
While  the  devil  upon  the  roof 
(If  the  devil  be  ttmnder  proof) 
Should  with  puker  fiery  red 
Crack  the  stones,  and  melt  the  lead  ; 
Drive  them  down  on  every  skull, 
While  the  dex  of  thieves  is  tull; 
Quite  destroy  the  harpies  nest; 
How  nutiht  then  our  isle  be  blest ! 
For  divines  allow,  thac  God 
Sometimes  makes  the  devil  his  rod  J 
And  the  gospel  will  inibrm  us. 
He  can  punish  sins  enormous. 
2  F  2 
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Ytt  should  Swift  endow  the  schools. 
For  Ills  lunatics  and  fools, 
Willi  a  rood  or  two  of  land  ; 
I  allow  the  ]>ile  may  stand, 
You  perhaps  will  ask  me,  Why  so? 
But  it  is  witii  tins  proviso  : 
Since  the  house  is  like  lo  last, 
Ltt  the  royal  grant  be  pass'd. 
That  the  club  have  rii^lit  to  dwell 
Each  within  his  proper  cell, 
■\Vith  a  pas5a:.e  left  to  creep  in, 
Anil  a  hole  air;ve  for  peeping. 

Let  them  wlien  tney  cnce  get  in, 
&//  the  nation J'or  a  pin; 
While  they  sit  a  picking  straws. 
Let  them  rave  at  ni.ikifi;^  laws ; 
While  they  never  hold  their  tongue. 
Let  themtialihle  in  their  dung: 

****** 

Let  them,  ere  they  crack  a  louse, 

Call  for  til'  Orders  ofi/ie  House  ; 

Let  theui  with  their  gosling  quills, 

Scribble  senseless  heads  of  bills. 

We  may,  while  they  strain  their  throats. 

Wipe  our  a***s  with  their  Vote?, 
*         «         »        «         *         m 

Come  assist  me,  Muse  obedient ! 
Let  us  try  some  new  expedient; 
Shift  the  scene  for  half  an  hour, 
Time  and  place  are  in  thy  power. 
Thither,  genile  Muse,  conduct  me  ; 
I  shall  asij,  and  you  instruct  me. 

See,  tlie  Muse  unbars  the  gate  ! 
Hark,  the  Monkeys,  how  they  prate ! 

All  ye  gods  who  rule  the  soul ! 
Styx,  through  Hell  whose  waters  roll-; 
Let  me  be  allow'd  to  tell, 
What  I  beard  in  yonder  Hell. 

Near  the  door  an  entrance  gapes, 
Crowded  round  with  antic  shapes, 
Poverty,  and  Grief,  and  Care, 
Causeless  Joy,  and  true  Despair  j 
Discord  periwigged  zoilh  snakes, 
See  the  dreadful  strides  slie  takes! 

By  this  odious  cren)  beset, 
I  began  to  rage  and  fret, 
And  resolv'd  to  break  their  pates. 
Ere  we  entered  at  the  gates ; 
Had  not  Clio  in  the  nick 
Whisper'd  me,  "  Lay  down  your  stick." 
**  VVhat,"  said  I,  *'  is  this  the  mad-h  >use  r" 
"  These"  she  ansner'd  "  are  but  shiidons," 
"  Phantoms  bodiless  and  vain, 
"  Empty  visions  of  the  brain." 

Ill  the  porch  Briareus  stands. 
Shows  a  bribe  in  all  his  hands  ; 

When  the  rogues  their  country  fleece, 
Theij  iiiaj/  hope  for  pence  u-piece. 

Clio,  who  had  been  so  wise 
To  [)ut  on  a  fool's  disguise, 
To  bespeak  some  approbation, 
And  he  thought  a  near  relation, 
VVhen  she  saw  three  hundred  brutei 
All  involv'd  in  wild  disputes, 
Roaring  till  their  lungs  were  spent, 
F&IVILSC&  07  Parliamsnt, 


Now  a  new  misfortune  feels, 

DrCADIJiG  to  be  laid  15Y  1  H*  HE£LS> 

Never  durst  a  Muse  before 
Enter  that  infernal  door  ; 
Clio,  stifled  with  the  smell, 
Into  spleen  and  vapours  fell. 
By  the  Stygian  steams  that  (lew 
From  the  dire  "infectious  crew. 
Not  the  stench  of  lake  Avernus 
Could  have  more  offended  her  noie  ; 
Had  she  flown  but  o'er  the  top 
She  had  felt  her  pinions  drop, 
And  by  exhalations  dire. 
Though  a  goddess,  must  exi)ire. 
In  a  fright  she  crept  away  ; 
Bravely  I  resolv'd  to  stay. 

When  I  saw  the  keeper  frown, 
Tipping  him  with  half  a  crown, 
"  Now,"  said  I,  •*  we  are  alone, 
Name  your  heroes  one  by  one." 


How  I  want  thee,  humourous  Hogarth  I 
Thou,  I  hear,  a  pleasant  rogue  art. 
Were  but  you  and  I  acquainted. 
Every  monster  should  be  painted  : 
You  should  try  your  graviiig-tools 
On  this  ODIOUS  groupe  or  vools  : 
Draw  the  beasts  as  I  describe  them 
From  theii' features,  while  I  gibe  ihd^m  ; 
Draw  them  like  ;  for  I  assure  you, 
You  vvill  need  no  car'catu?-a  ; 
Draw  luem  so,  that  we  may  trace 
All  the  soul  in  every  face. 

Keeper,  I  must  nov/  retire. 
You  have  done  what  I  defire  : 
But  I  feel  my  spirits  spent 
With  the  noise,  the  sight,  the  scent. 
"  Pray  be  patient ;  you  shall  find 
Half  the  best  are  still  behind  : 
You  have  hardly  seen  a  score  : 
I  can  shew  two  hundred  more." 
Keeper,  I  have  seen  enough. — 
Taking  then  a  pinch  of  snuff, 
I  concluded,  looking  round  them, 
"  MAY  THEIR  GOD,  THE  DEVIL,  CON- 
FOUND THEM  !" 

Now,  the  author  of  this  satire  was  not 
punished.  He  was  not  crammed  into  a 
jail  amongst  felons.  The  hair  of  no  man's 
head  was  ever  touched  for  this.  And 
why  ?  Why,  because  it  was  proper  to 
publish  il;  because  the  author  had  a  right 
to  publish  it.  Great  good  it  was  calcu- 
lated lo  do,  and  I  dare  say,  diddo.  There 
was  no  dread,  in  those  days,  of  the  govern' 
mtr.i:  being  destroyed  by  such  freedom  as 
this;  but,  I  put  it  to  the  reader  what  he 
thinks  would  become  of  a  man,  if  he  were 
to  publirh  such  a  thing  now,  in  England. 
'  Let  any  man  look  at  this  Extract  from 
Swift,  and  bear  in  mind  what  Mr.  Gale 
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Jones  was  sent  to  Newgate  for,  last  Spring, 

upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Yorke. 'Hiese 

are  things,  wiiich  the  people  should  have 
well  fixed  in  their  miiTds.  There  is  no 
duly  towards  the  public  so  sacred  as  that 
di  keeping  these  tfiings  alive.  Little  more  is 
necessary  ;  but.  that  is  necessary  ;  and, 
if  there  were  a  little  work,  in  the  V.ay  of 
Almanack,  wherein  to  cnregisler  all  il>ese 
memorable  transactions,  it  would  be  of 
gi^at  national  advantage.  A  little  sort 
of  manual  that  might  be  called.  The  People's 
Pocket  Companion.  I  cannot  help  express- 
ing a  wish,  that  .some  one  \yould  under- 
take such  a  work. 
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more  or  less.     On  the  Continent,  the  cur- 
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precious 

commodity  not  only  holds  its  ground,  but 
is,  I  find,  rising  over  the  paper,  even  move 

than  before. There  has  been  a  rumour, 

the  news-papers  tell  us,  about  an  inten- 
tion to  issue  small  not$s;  I  mean,  smaller 
than  one  pounds^  to  which,  I  think,  the 
thing  must  come,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
months  ;  for,  as  to  putting  up  the  Dollar, 
it  will  do  no  good  at  all,  in  the  way  of 
preserving  them  in  circulation,  and  will 
only  tend  to  make  the  people  see  the  thing 

to  the    bottom  the   sooner. But,  says 

the  wise  Courier,  why  make  10  and  5 
shilling  notes  ?  It  will  answer  the  same 
purpose  to  make  25*.   and  30s.  and  355. 

notes. Indeed,  wiseacre  !  And,  how  is 

the  farmer  to  pay  his  labourer  his  15  or 
12  shillings  on  the  Saturday  nighi  ?  How 
is  one  to  pay  less  than  a  pound  to  any  one 
who  has  not  any  money  at  all  ? How- 
ever, this  wiseacre  is  just  the  sort  of  in- 
structor for  the  full-blooded  Anti-Jaco- 
bins, who  wish  not  to  see  the  thing  in  its 
true  light,  and  who  will,  in  all  human 
probability,  have  their  full  rcivard  in  due 

time,  manner,  and  form. Then  there  is 

a  Mil.  RicAFDo,  who  is  puffing  off  a  plan 
of  his  for  raising  the  value  of  the  paper  to 
equal  that  of  gold,  with  the  aid  oi  a  very 
moderate  proportion  of  that  metal.  This 
is  just  what  Hume  foretold.  The  patient 
is  beset  with  remedies  ;  and,  after  a  few  of 
them  have  been  applied,  we  shall  see 
what  a  way  the  poor  sufferer  will  get  into. 
One  thing  I  v.  ill  venture  to  say  of  this  Mr. 
RicARDo,  that,  if  ever  he  does  see  the  New 
Jerusalem,  he  will  see  it  before  this  paper 
be  restored  to  sterling  value.  The 
Exchange,  indeed  !  Miserable  humbug ! 
What  has  trade  or  exchange  to  do  with  the 
matter  ?  The  state  of  the  exchange  may  be 
an  evidence  of  the  worth  of  the  paper 
money  ^  but,  it  cannot  cause  it  to  U  worth 


rency  consists  of  gold  and  silvtr.  A 
Dollar  will  pass  there  for  no  more  than  it 
used  to  do  many  years  ago.  Gold  and 
Silver,  as  I  showed  by  my  statement  of  the 
cunency  in  France,  are  not  dear.  They 
are  as  cheap  t!iere  as  they  ever  were.  What 
wretches,  then,  must  tho.se  be,  who  be^ 
iicve,  that  the  gold  and  silver  go  away, 
because  ihev  ore  so  dear  upon  fho  Conti- 
nent !  There  is  nn  country  upon  earth,  ex- 
cept this,  where  people  would  be  found  to 

believe  such  a  palpable  falshood. The 

raising  of  the  Dollar  seems  to  have  opened 
a  new  description  of  eyes.  The  nation  is 
brought  to  look  at  the  thing  by  degrees. 
There  are  several  classes  of  eyes ;  one 
class  gets  opened  this  time;  another  class 
next  time,  and  so  on.  And,  as  the  thing 
draws  towards  a  close,  the  classes  will  grow 

much  more  numerous. For  some  years, 

there  was  only  here  and  there  a  person, 
who  saw  clearly  what  was  coming  ;  with- 
in these  four  years  manymen  have  opened 
their  eyes  ;  the  smashings  of  last  summer 
enlightened  numbers,  and  set  some  of 
them  seriously  to  think  of  the  means  of 
providing  against  the  final  consequences; 
and  now  the  rise  in  the  price  of  the  Dollar 
seems  to  have  added  greatly  to  the  faculty 

of    seeing. A   correspondent,    in    the 

West  of  Engbud,  whose  name  1  shall  not 
insert,  writes  to  me  for  my  opinion  and 
advice  as  to  how  he  ought  to  go  to  work 
to  secure  to  his  children  the  fruit  of  his  in- 
dustry ;  and,  as  I  am  certain  there  are 
thousands  in  the  same  situation,  I  will  give 
him  my  answer  through  this  channel  after 
having  inserted  his  letter,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows : "  Sir, — Having  lately  read  your 

"  opinion  published  in  the  Register,  re- 
'' specting  tile  depreciation  of  Paper  Mo- 
"  ney,and  the  general  tendency  of  things  as 
'•  to  funded  propertj^,  and  being  desirous  to 
"  secure  to  my  children  the  fruit  of  my 
"  industry; — I  know  you  will  be  good 
"  enough  to  give  me  your  opinion  when  I 
"  ask.  What  is  to  be  done  in  the  present 

"  circumstances  of  the  times? To  ex- 

"  change  a  small  funded  Income  for  Land 
"  as  it  now  sells,  is  to  reduce  almost  the 
"  whole  of  that  Income,  which  would  he 
"  very  distressing,  while  such  large  de- 
"  mands  are  daily  made  upon  one,  from 
"  the  increase  in  price  of  all  the  necessa- 
"  ries  of  life,  and  the  sums  required  by 
"  the  Tax  Gatherers,  both  Public  and  Pa- 

"  rochial. My  thoughts  have  therefore 

"  been  turned  towards  the  American  Bank 
"  Shares  or  the  Louisiana  Fund— but  1  he^ 
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"  sitate,  having  seen  a  statement  in  the 
"  Paper  to  this  efTect,  "  when  the  attack 
"  "  on  the  Chesapeak  excited  an  appre- 
"  "  hension  of  war,  the  Secretary  of  the 
**  "  Treasury  immediately  forbid  thetrans- 
*'  "  fer  of  any  Bank  Stock,  either  knowji, 
**  "  or  believed  to  be  English  property, 
*'  '*  this  and  every  other  kind  of  property 
"  "  would  be  taken  possession  of,  at  the 
*'  "  commencement  of  a  war  as  an  indem- 
"  "  nification  of  our  own  losses/'  As  you 
"  are  well  acquainted  with  American  af- 
•'  fairs,  do  you  recollect  if  this  was  the 
"fact?     and   what  is  your  opinion  as  to 

"  the  above  security  ? What  tiiinkyou 

*'  of  security  on  mortgage  in  this  country  ? 
*'  or  what  can  be  done  by  an  individual 
*'  under  the  present  circumstances  of  the 

"  times  ? 1  am  sorry  to  give  you  so 

*'  much  trouble,  but  in  the  persuasion  you 
*'  will  excuse  it,  I  beg  leave  to  subscribe 
"  myself,  yours,  &c— 30  March,  1811." 
Now,  as  to  iv/iat  a  man  ought  to  do,  in  such 
genera!  circumstances,  is  rather  too  broad 
a  question,  since  so  much  must  necessarily 
depend  upon  the  particular  circumstances 
of  a  man's  family,  the  age  of  his  children, 
the  taste  of  himself,  and,  more  especially 
the  taste  of  his  wife,  who,  if  she  be  well 
stored  with  vanity,  will  leave  all  the  chil- 
dren to  beg  or  starve,  rather  than  take  a 
horse  from  her  carriage  or  curtail  her  tabie 
of  a  dish.' 1  must,  therefore,  confine  my- 
self to  one  point  or  two  marked  out  in  this 

gentleman's  letter. 'And,  first,  as  to  the 

American  funds,  or  Hunk  Shares,  or  Louisi- 
una  fund,  I  wouid  by  no  means  advise  any 
man  to  hoz?.rd  one  sixpence  in  them. 
Not  that  I  should  apprehend  any  de- 
sign on  the  part  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment to  seize  on  the  stock  belonging  to 
foreigners,  though  I  do  not  know  that  they 
might  not  in  certain  cases;  and,  it  will  be 
remembered  that  something  of  this  sort 
•was  done  in  England,  during  the  Anii- 
Hepublican  war.  My  objection  is,  that 
the  American  funds  and  ours  turn  nearly 
upon  the  same  pivot;  the  American  fund- 
ing system  is,  odd  as  it  may  seem,  merely 
asucking  child  of  the  Old  Lady  in  Thread- 
needle  Street;  it  yet  hangs  upon  her 
breast;  and,if  '*ani/ thing  were  to  happen,"' 
as  the  saying  is  (a  saying  we  always  use 
to  avoid  the  sound  of  the  word  death);  if 
any  thing  were  to  happen  to  the  dear  old 
Mama,  it  is  strongly  to  be  suspected,  that 
her  offspring,  though  a  most  promising 
babe  at  present,  would  follow  her  very 
closely  to  what  Pa^ne  calls  the  Potters' f^eld 

of  paper- wiQjifijr.T-t— But.  suppose  tl^is  not 


to  be  the  case.  How  is  a  man  to  aet  his 
interest  from  America  i  He  receives  it  woiy 
in  London,  and  so  he  must  then.  Well, 
and  what  does  he  receive  it  in  ?  Why,  ia 
bank  notes,  to  be  sure ;  and,  in  Bank  notes 
he  will  continue  to  receive  it,  as  long  as 
they  are  current.  Of  course,  the  depre- 
ciation of  paper  will  affect  his  American 
Stock  as  well  as  his  English  Stock;  and, 
as  I  am  fully  convinced,  that  the  7\me- 
ricaa  funding  system  hangs  upon  ours, 
this  system  is  just,  in  my  opinion, 
as  safe  as  that ;  and,  if  any  diflerence, 
safer,  because  there  the  government  may 
possiblj/  sequestrate  or  confiscate,  under 
some  circumstances  that  may  arise,  and 
here  no  such  thing  will  be  done  as  to  the 
funded  property  of  the  people  of  our  own 

country. Nine  tenths  of  the  American 

Stock  is,  I  believe,  owned  by  fweigntrs. 
This  circumstance  alone  is  ominous;  for 
it  will  be  easily  conceived,  that  thepeople 
of  America  v/ould  not  make  any  very 
bloody  resistance  against  any  measure  that 
should  relieve  them  frmn  the  payment  of  the 
interest  upon  the  Debt.  The  Dutch,  in- 
deed, we  were  told  by  our  venal  prints, 
execrated  Napoleon,  and  were  even 
snickersneeing  themselves  by  scores,  be- 
cause he  mould  not  let  ihem  pay  any  more  in' 
terest  upon  their  national  Debt.  This  seems 
very  odd  ;  but,  be  the  taste  of  the  DutcH 
what  it  might,  I  can  assure  the  reader  that 
this  is  not  the  taste  of  the  Americans;  who 
are  fond  of  taxes  of  no  sort;  who  do  not 
like  national  Debts;  who  have  never  cor- 
dially liked  the  new  funding  system,  as  is 
very  clear  from  the  very  small  part  of  the 
Stock  owned  by  themselves ;  and  who 
would  be  a  much  less  clever  people  and 
less  resolute  than  I  have  always  known 
them  for,  if  they  neglected  any  fair  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  rid  of  the  gi'owing  curse, 
under  which,  if  not  effectually  checked, 
their  grand-children  might  groan  in  the 
vilest  of  all  slavery,  a  slavery  far  surpassr 
ing,  in  misery  as  well  as  in  odiousness,  any 
to  vihich  tiie  greatest  of  their  enemies 
ever  wished  to  reduce  them.— — They 
have  seen  the  Swamp  Snake  sucking  in  the 
Frog,  the  flexible  jaws  of  the  former  steal- 
ing slowly  over  the  carcass  of  the  latter, 
which,  while  it  puts  forth  a  piteous  ^;ee.' 
pee !  pee !  sinks  and  sees  itself  sinking  into 
the  maw  of  its  devourer.  They  will, 
therefore,  I  hope  and  trust,  take  warning 
from  the  example,  and  resolutely  deter- 
mine to  suffer  neither  themselves  nor  their 
children  to  be  thus  swallowed  up.  But 
they  myist  begin    betiuies.      Tl^ey  mujit 
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not  suffer  the  jaws  to  envelope  any  part  of 
them  ;  for,  if  they  do,  the  poison  infused 
through  their  veins  by  the  touch  deprives 

them  of  the  power  of  resistance. Such 

is  my  view  of  the  American  funding  sys- 
tem, which  will  convince  my  correspon- 
dent that  it  is  quite  imjVGSsible  for  me  to 
recommend  any  man  to  look  to  the  Ame- 
rican funds  as  a  place  of  security. — • — The 
statement  of  this  gentleman,  that  it  would 
be  very  distressing  to  exchange  a  small 
funded  income  for  land,  as  land  now  sells, 
which  would  reduce  almost  the  whole  of  that 
income,  while  lari^a  demands  are  daily  made 
upon  him  by  tax-gatherers;  this  statement 
I  do  not,  I  must  confess,  clearly  under- 
stand.  'The  tax-gatherer  comes  upon 

you  in  proportion  to  what  you  possess,  or 
w^hat  income  you  have;  and,  if  your  in- 
come were  less,  your  taxes  must  be  less. 

r-But,  why  should  it  be  distressing  to 

exchange  a  «;««// funded  inconi°  ''  ~  land 
any  more  than  it  would  be  •^"•^y  jnange 
a  large  income  ?  The  propor'  ^^  must  still 
be  the  same;  and,  as  to  any  iiV'ury  arising 
from  the  dearness  of  land  (which  is  orxly 
another  phrase  for  the  cheapness  of  money, 
or  rather  Bank-notes),  I  really  cannot  con- 
ceive whence  the  idea  can  have  arisen. 
The  land,  like  every  thing  else,  sells  for 
what  it  is  worth,  and,  therefore,  though  it 
may  demand  a  large  sum  in  paper-money 
to  buy  a  farm,  it  does  not  follow,  that  the 
farm  is  dear.  If  a  piece  of  ground  costs 
.if.  20  and  will  let  for  a  pound  a  yeai*, 
though  there  be  not  a  rood  of  land,  it  is 
not  dear.  It  yields  you  five  per  centum  for 
your  money.  But,  this  is  not  the  case.  You 
cannot  get  more  than  3|^  per  centum  for 
land.  But,  observe,  it  never  will  depreciate; 
and.  Funds  and  Funding  System  and  the 
Stock  Exchange  and  Lame  Ducks  and 
Bulls  and  Bears  and  Checks  and  Notes 
and  Bills  and  all  tlie  Babylonish  list  of 
names  and  the  things  which  they  repre- 
sent may  vanish  into  air,  and  your  land 
and  3f  per  centum  will  remain.  That  is 
not  enough  for  you  to  keep  a  four-wheeled 
carriage  and  to  have  Forte  Pianos.  Take 
two  wheels  from  the  carriage,  sell  the 
Pianos,  and  let  your  daughters  learn  to 
sew. — Can't  do  that  ! — Very  well,  then  ; 
have  a  short  lite  and  a  mr rry  one  ;  but,  it' 
your  resources  should  fail  you,  do  not 
think  of  going  for  assistance  to  those  who 
have  been  contented  with  3  |  per  centum, 
with  a  two  wheeled  carriage  and  with  no 
Porte  Pianps. But,  does  this  corres- 
pondent of  mine  consider  how  fust  the 
funded  income  is  coming  dotvn  to  an  equa- 


lity with  the  income  from  land  ? Does 

he  consider  that  he  now  receives  his  di- 
vidend in  paper  of  which  2  dollars  are 
equal  to  eleven  shillings  worth.  A  month 
ago  he  got  his  dividends  in  paper  of  which 
2  Dollars  were  equal  toten  shillings  worth. 
Suppose  his  dividends  to  amount  to  <£.  1 00. 
He,  last  time,  got  400  Dollars  for  it  ;  lie 
will  get  next  time  only  300,  or  therea- 
bouts.  "Aye,  says  he ;  but  I  get  it  inpaper 

always,  and  I  got  If.  100  note  last  tivie,  and 

shall  get  one  next  tune. Well,   if  this 

satisfies  you  :    if  you  are    happy  with  it, 

may  you  be  so  to  the  end  I But,  as  my 

correspondent  seems  tp  have  scruples,  and 
has,  with  great  condescension,  and,  I  am 
sure,  with  sincerity,  applied  to  me  for 
my  advice,  to  him  I  must  offer  a  few  mor^ 
remarks,  which,  I  anxiously  hope,  may  be 

of  service  to  him. He  dislikes  the  idea 

of  changing  funded  property  into  land, 
because  such  exchange  would,  he  says,  re- 
duce his  income  almost  to  nothing.^  I 
have  said,  that,  at  the  common  run,  such 
exchange  would  reduce  his  income  from 
5  to   2>\  per   centum.      This,   observe,    is 

leaving  all   skill  owtoi  the  question. 

Well  now  suppose  his  funded  income  to 
have  been  last  year,  of.  100,  that  is  to  say, 
400  Dollars.  This  year  he  will  get  only 
360  Dollars  or  thereabouts,  and  this,  at 
one  slap,  reduces  his  funded  property  to 
an  interest  of  4^  per  centum  ;  not  to  men- 
tion the  circumstance,  that  the  income  tax, 
another  i  per  centum  upon  the  interest, 
is  sure  to  be  taken  oif  in  the  funds  to  the 
rflc/c  rent,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  while  it  is 
impossible  to  do  that  as  to  land  ;  or,  while 
there  is,  at  any  rate,  a  chance  of  its  not  be- 
ing done. I  I  -Weil,  now,  what  does  his 
funded  income  yield  him  more  than  his 
landed  income  would  ?  But  is  the  rise  in 
the  price  of  the  Dollar  to  STOP  where  it 
is.?  Who  believes  that  ?  Upon  the  whole 
earth  you  cannot  find  a  nation,  or  a  mil- 
lionth part  of  a  nation,  except  this,  who 
would  believe  such  a  thing  for  a  mi- 
nute. Godward  we  are  of  as  many  re- 
ligions as  any  people  under  the  Sun  ; 
but,  Bankward  we  are  of  faith  as  uniform 
and    as     unshaken     as    even     Mahomet 

could  have  wished. It  is  possible  that 

the  Bank  may  not  rise  the  Dollar  again  ; 
but,  if  they  do  not,  the  Dollar  will 
rise  itself;  for,  it  will  certainly  not  as- 
sociate with  the  Bank  Paper.  No  matter 
what  premium  you  give  it;  it  is  not  to  be 
bribed  to  live  in  such  company. — Before  I 
go  any  further,  I  will  present  the  reader 
with  a  paper  from  Addison's  Freeholder. 


sir  J 
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• — Addison,  just  after  George  L  came  from 
Hanover  to  reigo  over  the  English  nation, 
wrote  a  series  of  Papers,  under  the  name 
of  a  Freeholder,  the  object  of  which 
pripers  was  to  reconcile  the  people  to  the 
new  Family,  and,  in  his  view  of  the  matter, 
at  least,  a  very  laudable  object  it  was. — 
At  this  time  (1716)  the  reader  will  bear  in 
mirni,  that  the  Pretender  was  living  in 
France,  and  that  he  had  just  failed  in  an 
attempt  to  recover  the  throne  of  this 
country. Addison,  therefore,  profess- 
edly chose  such  subjects  as  he  thought 
likely  to  excite  in  the  people  strong  pre- 
judices against  the  Pretender,  that  appear- 
ing to  him  the  likeliest  vvay  to  succeed  in 
reconciling  them  to  the  sway  of  King 
George.— — The  Pret?,mder  was,  as  the 
reader  v.'ill  remember,  residing  in  France ; 
and,  .Addison  (who  soon  got  a  'place  for 
his  writings,  and  whose  pen  was  probably 
sharpened  by  a  promise)  la5onred  hard,  in 
bis  periodical  work,  the  Freeholder,  to 
convince  the  English  of  the  danger  of 
getting  a  king  frcai  sucli  had  company  as 
the  king  and  court  of  France  were.  It 
•would  not  do  for  him  to  talk  against  the 
<lp.n<.'cr  of  having  a  foreij^^na'  for  a  king; 
for  there  was  one  upon  the  throne  ;  but, 
it  suited  his  purpose  marvellously  well  to 
expose  the  tyrannical  arts  of  the  king  of 
France,  and.  then  to  say,  ever  and  anon, 
"  Lo  !  here  is  what  the  Pretender  is  learn- 
"  ing  !    Here  is  what  the  Pretender  would 

"  do,  if  you  had  him  for   a   king." 

Maniiuld  were  the  evils  which  he  thus  pre- 
dicted the  Pretender,  if  he  unhappily 
should  obtain  the  power,  would  bring 
upon  the  good  people  of  England  ;  and, 
■amongst  others,  was  that  of  RAISING 
THE VALUE  OF THE  CURRENT COIN 
BY  AN  EDICT !  How  he  speaks  of  this, 
let  the  reader  nov*'  see  for  himself  ;  and,  if 
the  Bank  People  ever  find  leisure  to  read 
any  thing  but  their  notes,  I  would  re- 
commend them  to  re;id  this;  and,  to 
bear  well  in  mind,  that  it  proceeded  not 
from  the  pen  of  a  Jacobin  or  Leveller, 
but  from  the  pen  of  a  man,  writing  in  de- 
fence of    the    House   of  Brunswick. 

♦'  Every  Englisliman  v»,  ill  be  a  good  sub- 
"  ject  to 'King  George,  in  proportion  as  he 
*•  is  a  good  Englishman  and  a  lover  of  the 
*'  constitution  of  his  Country.  In  order  to 
"  awaken  in  my  readers  the  love  of  this 
"  their  constitution,  it  may  be  necessary 
*'  to  set  forth  its  superior  excellency  to 
"  that  form  of  government,  which  many 
"  wicked  and  ignorant  men  have  of  late 
"  years  endeavoured  to  introduce  among 


"  us.     I  shall  not  therefore  think  it  im^ 
"  proper  to  take  notice  from  time  to  time 
"  of  any  particular  act  of  power,  eXerted 
"  by  those  among  whom  the  Pretender  to 
"  his  Majesty's  Crown  has  been  educated  ; 
"  which  would  prove  fatal  to  this  Nation, 
"  should  it  be  conquered  and  governed  by 
"  a  person,  who,  in  all  probability,  would 
"  put  in  practice  the  politics  in  which  he 
"  has  been   so   long  instructed.— There 
"  has  been  nothing  more  observable  in  the 
"  Reign   of  his  present  Gallick  Majesty, 
"  than -the  method   he  has   taken  for  sup- 
"  plying  his  Exchequer  with  a  necessary 
"  sum  of  money.     The   ways  and  means 
"  for  raising  it  has  been  an  edict,  or  acom- 
"  raand  in  writing  signed    by  himself,   to 
"  increase  the  value  of  Louis  d'ors  from 
"  fourteen  to  sixteen  Livres,  by  virtue  of  a 
"  new  stamp  which   shall  be  struck  upon 
"  them.     As  this  method  will  brii-ig  all  the 
"  gold  of  the  kingdom  into  his  hands,  it  is 
"  provided  by  the  same   edict  that  they 
"  shall   be  payed  out  again  to  the  people 
"  at    twenty   liivres  each  ;  so   that    four 
''  Livres  in  the  score  by  this  means  accrue 
"  to  his  Majesty  out  of  all   the  money  in 
"  the  Kingdom  of  France. — • — This  method 
"  of  raising   money  is  consistent  with  that 
"  form  of  government,   and    with  the  re- 
"  pealed     practice    of    their   late    Grand 
"  Monarque;  so  that  I  shall  not  here  con- 
"  sider  the  manj'  evil  consequences  which 
"  it  must  have  upon  their  trade,  their  Ex- 
"  change,  and  public  credit:   I  shall  only 
"  take  notice   of  the  whimsical   circum- 
"  stances  a  people  must  lie  under,  who  can 
"  be  thus  made  poor  or  rich  by  an  edict, 
"  which   can    throw    an     Alloy    into    a 
"  Louis  d'or,  and   debase   it  into  half  its 
"  former  value,  or,  if  his  Majesty  pleases, 
"  raise  the  price  of  it,  not  by  the  accession 
"  of  Metal,  but  of  a  mark.     By  the  pre- 
"  sent  edict  many   a  man  in  France  will 
"  swell   into   a   plumb,  who   fell  several 
"  thousand  pounds  short  of  it  the  day  be- 
"  fore  its  publication.   This  conveys  a  kind 
"  of  fairy  treasure   into  their  chests,  even 
"  whilst  they  are  under  lock  and  key ;  and 
''  is  a  secret  of  multiplication  without  addi- 
'"  tion.     It  is  natural  enough,  however,  for 
"  the  vanity  of  the  French  nation  to  grow 
"  insolent  upon  this  imaginary  wealth,  not 
"  considering  that  their  neighbours  think 
"  them  no  more  rich  by  virtue  of  an  edict 
"  to    make    fourteen    twenty    than    they 
"  would    think    them     more    formidable 
♦'  should  there  be  another  edict  to  make 
"  every  man  in  the  kingdom  seven   foot 
"  high. It  was  usual  for  his  late  most 
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"  CStristian  Mnjesty  to  sink  the  value  of 
*•  tlieir  Louis  d'ors  about  the  time  he  was 
"  to  receive  the  taxes  of  his  good  people, 
"  and  to  raise  them  as  soon  as  he  had  got 
"  them  safe  iiv  his  CofTeis.  And  there  is 
"  no  question  but  the  present  Government 
"  in  that  kingdom,  will  so  far  observe  this 
"  kind  of  conduct,  as  to  reduce  the  twenty 
"  Livres  to  their  old  number  of  fourteen, 
"  when  they  have  paid  them  out  of  tlieir 
*'  hands;  which  will  immediately  sink  the 
"  presenttimpany  ofwealthand  re-establish 
"  the  natural  poverty  of  the  Gallic  Nation. 

■" One  cannot  but  pity  the  melancholy 

"  condition  of  a  Miser  in  this  Country,  who 
"  is  perpetually  telling  his  Livres,  without 
"  being  able  to  know  how  rich  he  is.  He 
"  is  as  ridiculously  puzzled  and  perplexed 
"  as  a  man  that  counts  the  stones  on  Salis- 
"  bury  plain,  which  can  never  be  settled 
"  to  any  certain  number,  but  are  more  or 

"fewer  every  time  he  reckons  them  : 

"  I  have  heard  of  a  young  French  lady,  a 
"  subject  of  Louis  the  fourteenth,  who  was 
"  contracted  to  a  JMarquis  upon  the  foot  of 
"  a  five  thousand  pound  fortune,  which 
"  she  had  by  her  in  specie  ;  but  one  of 
"  these  unlucky  edicts  coming  out  a  week 
"  before  the  intended  marriage,  she  lost 
"  a  thousand  pounds,  and  her  bridegroom 

"  into  the  bargain. The  uncertainty  of 

"  riches  is  a  subject  much  discoursed  of  in 
"  all  Countries,  but  may  be  insisted  on 
*'  more  emphatically  in  France  than  any 
"  other.  A  man  is  here  under  such  a 
"  kind  of  situation,  as  one  who  is  managed 
"  by  a  juggler.  He  fancies  he  has  so  many 
"  pieces  of  money  in  his  hand ;  but  let 
"  him  grasp  them  never  so  carefully,  upon 
"  a  word  or  two  of  the  artist  they  encrease 
"  or  dwindle  to  what  number  the  Doctor 
"  is  pleased  to  name.  This  method  of 
''  lowering  or  advancing  money,  we,  who 
'•'  have  the  happiness  of  being  in  another 
"  form  of  government,  should  look  upon 
f  as  an  unwarrantable  kind  of  clipping 
"  and  coining.  However,  as  it  is  an  ex- 
"  pedient  that  is  often  practised,  <nu\  may 
"  be  justified  in  that  constitution  which 
"  has  been  so  thoroughly  studied  by  the 
"  Pretender  to  his  Majestj^'s  Crown^  Ldo 
"  not  see  what  should  have  hindered  him 
"  irom  making  use  of  so  expeditious  a 
"  method  for  raising  a  supply,  if  he  had 
"  succeeded  in  his  late  attempt  to  dethrone 
■"  his  Majesty,  and  subvert  our  consfcilu- 
"  tion.  I  shall  leave  it  to  the  considera- 
"  tion  of  the  reader,  if  in  such  a  case  the 
"  following  edict,  or  something  very  like 
<"  it,  might  not    have    been    expected : 


"  "  Whereas  these   our  Kingdoms    haye 
«  "■  long    groaned    under    an    expensive 
"  "  and  consuming  Land-war,  which  has 
'(  <e  very   much   exhausted    the  Treasure 
"  "  of  the  Nation,  we  being  willing  to  in- 
"  "   crease    the    wealth    of    our   people, 
"  "  and    not    thinking    it    advisable    for 
"  "  this    purpose    to    make    use    of    the 
''  "  tedious  methods  of  merchandise  and 
"  "  commerce,  which  have    been  always 
"  "  promoted   by   a   faction    among    the 
"  "  worst  of   cur  subjects,   and    were  so 
"  "  wisely  discountenanced  by  the  best  of 
"  "  them  in  the   last  reign,  do  hereby  en- 
"  "  act  by  our  sole  will  and  pleasure.  That 
"  "  every  shilling  in  Great  Britain,  shall 
"  "  pass  in    all  payments   for  the  sum  of 
"  "  fourteen  pence,  till  the  first  of  Septem- 
"  "  ber  next,  and  that  every  otl^er  piece 
"  "  of  money  shall  rise  and  pass   in  cur- 
"  "  rent  payment  in  the  same  proportion. 
"  "  The  advantage  which  will  accrue  to 
"  "  these  nations  by  this  our  Royal  Dona- 
"  "  tive,  will  visibly  appear  to  all  men  of 
"  "  sound  principles,  who  are  so  justly  fa- 
"  ■'  mous  for  their  antipathy  to  strangers, 
"  "  and  would  not  see  the  landed  interest 
"  "  of  their  country  weakened  by  the  im- 
"  "  portations  of  foreign  gold  and  silver. 
"  '•'  But  since  by  reason  of  the  great  debts 
"  "  which   we   have   contracted    abroad, 
"  "  during  our  fifteen  years  reign,  as  well 
"  "  as  of  our  present  exigencies,  it  will 
"  "  be  necessary  to  fill  our  Exchequer  by 
*'  "  the  most  prudent  and  expeditious  me- 
"  "  thods,  we  do  also  hereby  order  every 
"  "  one  of  our   subjects  to  bring  in  these 
"  "  his  fourteen-penny  pieces,  and  all  the 
"  "  other  current  cash  of  this  Kingdom, 
"  "  by  what  new  titles  soever  dignified  or 
"  "  distinguished,   to  the  Master  of  our 
"  "  ?»Iint,  who,  after  having  set  a  mark  upon 
"  '•'  them,  shall  deliver  out  to  them,  on  or 
'•'  *•'  after  the  first  of  September  aforesaid, 
"  "  Iheir  respective   sums,    taking    onlv 
"  "  four-pence    for    ourself  for  such   his 
"  "  mark  on  every  fourteen-penny  piece, 
"  '•■  which  from  henceforth  shall  pass  in 
"  "  payment  for  eighteen-penny    pieces, 
"  "  and  so  in  proportion  for  the  rest.     By 
"  "  this  method  the  money  of  this  nation 
"  "  will  be  more  by  one-third  than  it  is 
"  "  at  present;  and  we  shall  content  our- 
"  "  self  with  not  quite   one-fifth  part  of 
"  "  the  current  cash  of  our  loving  subjects ; 
"  "  which  will  but  barely  suffice  to  clear 
"  "  the   interest  of  those  sums  in  which 
"  "  we  stand  indebted  to  our  most  dear 
''  "  brother    and   ancient   ally.     We  are 
" "  glad   of  this   opportunity    of    shew- 
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"  "  ing  such  an  instance  of  our  goodness 
" "  to  our  subjecta,  by  Uiis  our  Royal 
*'  "  Edict>  which  shall  be  read  in  evcry 
"  «  Parish  Church  of  Gieat  Biitain,  i:n- 
"  **  mediately  at'ier  the  cclebraaon  of 
"  "  High  Mass.     For   such   is  our   plea- 

♦'  "  sure."  " This  is  the  ISth  Number 

of  the  Freeholder,  and  was  published  on 
the  20Lh  of  February,  1 7  1 6.— —There  are 
no  remarks  called  for.  It  applies  itself  so 
well  all  the  way  through,  that  oae  cannot 
help  exclaiaiing,  witii  the  wise  man,  that 
"  there  is  nothing  nevj  under  the  Sun  !" 
But,  if  any  man  had  foretold  to  Addison 
that  which  we  twxu  see  ;  if  any  man  had 
come  to  him,  just  as  he  had  finished  his 
essay,  and  told  him,  that  a  time  would 
come,  when  there  should  be  a  fo7-ci^r,er 
(for  so  we  call  him)  upon  the  throne  of 
France;  when  there  should  be  ia  England 
^  person  lineal  heir  to  that  throne  and 
whom  the. French  should  call  a  Freicnder ; 
and,  that,  in  this  state  of  things  as  to  ihe 
two  thrones,  the  current  money  in  Eng- 
land should  be  raised  in  value  by  Adter- 
tisement,  while  in  France  the  coin  would 
be  passing  at  its  sterling  value:  if  any 
man  had  foretold  this  to  Addison,  what 
would  the  latter  have  said  ?  And,  what 
should  we  now  say,  if  we  were  to  hear  the 
MoNiTEUR  holding  up  Louis  XVlII  as  a 
man  to  be  dreaded,  on  account  of  the  les- 
sons of  raising  the  value  of  money  which 

he   is  learning  in  England, All   this, 

how8v«r,  I  am  ready  to  confess,  is  more 
curious  than  practically  instructive;  and 
I  shall  now  hasten  to  answer  the  re- 
maining part  of  my  correspondent's  letter. 

He  asks  me,  whai  1  think  of  a  viort- 

gage  in  England.  I  think  it  the  best  and 
safestof  things  for  thos§  who  cannot  place 
their  own  fitt  upon  their  oxun  land.  For, 
though  the  interest  will,  for  a  while,  at 
least,  be  paid  in  paper,  still  the  principal  is 

safe. Let  vyhat   will    happen     to    the 

paper  system,  there  is  the  land  answerable 
for  the  mortgage.  Besides,  it  does  not  fol- 
low, that  the  intereytor  principal  of  money 
at  mortgage  should  be  suifercd  to  depre- 
ciate very.  far.  It  would  cause  but  little 
trouble  to  make  it  keep  pace  with  the 
produce  of  the  land.T^ — I  have  now  given 
my  correspoodent  the  best  answer  that 
suggests  itself  to  my  mind  ;  and  I  thought 
it  better  to  do  it  in  this  way  than  in  a  pii- 
vate  letter.  If  he  follow  my  advice,  I  am 
convinced  he  will  have  to  congratulate 
himself  on   it ;  and,   if  he  does  not,  the 

fault  will  not  be  mine- 1  know,  that 

tbfere  are  maoy  people*  who  think  dond  say. 


that  I  do  not  believe  a  word  of  my  own 
forebodings,  and  that  I  only  wish  to  injure 
the  o-edii  of  the  country,  out  of  spiie  to 

the   ministers. Well,   let    them   think 

thiti,  and  say  this;  and,  ail  the  harm  I  wish 
thefti  is,  that  they  may  continue  to  disbe- 
lieve nie  to  the  last ;  that  they  may  curse 
me  and  bless  Pitt  as  long  as  there  isafrsg- 
ment  of  the  system  remaining, — —But, 
while  thrs  is  the  fate  I  wish  to  be  in  reserve 
for  the  Anti-Jacobins,  I  wish  others  to 
consider  well  what  is  to  become  of  them- 
selves and  their  children.  I  %vould  have 
those,  who  are  yearly  sinking  money  in 
Life  Insurance  Oifices  considei'  what  they 
are  about.  1  would  have  theai  look  round 
the  world,  and  when  they  have  done  so, 
ask  themselves,  whether  there  be,  in  any 
country,  an  instance  of  depreciated  paper 
hating  been  restored  to  iCsformer  value ;  and, 
if  (hey  find  no  such  instance  in  the  world, 
I  beg  them  to  hesitate  before  they  believe, 
that  a  miracle  is  to  be  WTought,  in  favour 
of  the  Bauk  of  Eogland. 

Battle  of  Eauiiosa.— — The  war  in 
Spain  and  Portugal  has  long  been,  with 
me,  an  object  of,  comparatively,  little  in- 
terest. It  seems  to  me  to  tend  to  no  point, 
and  to  have  in  it  no  chance  of  yielding  us 
any  ultimate  good.  I  have  alwa3's  been 
of  opinion,  that  it  was  the  interest  of  Na- 
poleon to  lengthen  the  land  ivar  with  us, 
and  that,  the  more  extensive  he  could 
make  it,  the  better  for  him  ;  because,  if 
we  were  brought  home  to  ourselves,  we 
should,  at  any  rate,  if  under  a  wise  minis- 
try, be  able  to  ecGnoriiize  ;  whereas  a  war 
like  that  in  Spain  and  Portugal  is  a  drain 
almost  incalculable  :  and,  not  only  a  drain 
of  taxes,  but  of  money,  real  money,  which 

I  is  never  to  return. For  these  and  many 

other  reasons,  the  events  of  the  war  are, 
in  my  eyes,  little  interesting  to  the  Eng- 
lish people  ;  nevertheless,  I  am  always 
ready  to  join  in  bestowing  just  praise 
upon  those  who  perform  acts  of  bra- 
very   in    that    war. The    batile,     in 

which  General  Graham  has  been  engaged, 
appears  to  have  bpen  gallantly  fought  on 
both  sides,  and,  I  tiiink,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  of  our  men  having  shewn  a  decided 
superiority  over  the  French,  as  1  believe, 
they  always  have,  when  they  have  been 
well  commanded,  and  especially  when  the 
contest  has  come  to  the  bayonet ;  that  is  to 
say,  when  personal  strength  and  personal 
courage  have  been  fairly  put  to  the  test. 

To  pretend  that  the  French  soldiers 

are  rv^t  Wave  is  fowlish  in  the  extreme,  now 
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that  we  have  seen  them  conquer  all  the 
continent  of  Europe  ;  it  is  quite  sufficient 
for  me,  that  we  are  able  to  face  them  with 
equal  numbers,  being  inferior  to  them  in 
point  of  exptrience— — As  to  the  battle  of 
Jiarrosa,  I  do  not  see  any  proof  of  any 
merit  but  that  of  bravery,  which  was  not 
a  thing  which  wanted  to  be  established. 

1  am  of  the  opinion  of  the  author  of  a 

letter,  which  will  be  found  in  another  part 
of  this  Number,  upon  the  subject  of  this 
battle,  and  to  which  letter  I  beg  my 
reader's  attention.  1  disagree  with  the 
author  as  to  the  war  in  general,  and  the 
policy  of  it;  but,  as  far  as  relates  to  this 
brittle,  I  perfectly  agree  with  him  ;  and, 
had  I  been  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  vote  of  Thanks  should  not 
have  been  unanimous  ;  for,  J  would  have 
voted  against  it,  if  I  had  been  alone.—— 
First,  the  thing  was  of  ioo  Utile  importance. 
It  was  not  a  battle ;  it  was  a  mere  ren- 
contre. The  force  employed  was  of  trifling 
amount.  The  object  was  merely  that  of 
raising  a  siege;  and  that  object  was  wor 
accomplislied.  Therefore,  however  great 
the  bravery,  the  action  should  not  have 
had  my  thanks  as  a  member  of  Parlia- 
ment.  Tnen,  what  my  correspondent 

says  has  great  weight,  and  would  have 
great  weight  with  me  in  the  question  of 
thanks,  even  if  the  battle  had  been  a  thing 

of  sufficient    importance. And,     if   I 

would  have  opposed  a  vote  of  llianks,  cer- 
tainly I  never  should  have  thought  of 
voting  the  Commander  a  SWORD,  as,  it 
appears,  they   have   done  in  the  Common 

Council  of  the   City  of  London Those 

who  propose  this  vote  must  see  the  matter 
with  eyes  very  different  from  mine.  A 
SWORDwasvotedbythe  Common  Council 
to  Lord  Nelson ;  but,  is  there  no  difference  f 
If  this  is  the  way  we  are  to  continue,  what 
shall  we  come  to  at  last  ?  What  will,  at 
last,  be  looked  upon  as  calling  for  a  sword 
-from  the  City  of  London  ?  And,  what  sur- 
prizes me  most  is,  that  this  motion  does 
not  seem  to  have  met  with  the  slightest  op- 
position in  the  Common  Council!  All  seem 
to  have  been  of  a  mind,  that  it  was  proper 
to  vote  the  same  mark  of  honour  to  Ge- 
neral Graham  as  to  Lord  Nelson. This 

sword  might  have  been  voted  by  the  Tur- 
tle Patriots.     Then  it  would  have  been  in 

character. There  has  been,  I  think,  a 

little  too  much  hajte  in  condemning  La 
PfiNA.  and  his  troops;  but,  at  any  rate, 
the  eulogists  of  the  war  are  in  a  dilemma 
here.  For,  if  the  Spaniards  did  behave 
well,  they  have  not  had  justice  done  them 
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by  the  person  whom  they  have  thanked; 
and,  if  they  did  not  behave  well,  what  does 
the  fact  shew  but  that  they  do  not  act 

cordially  with  us? It  is  notorious,  that 

the  Spaniards  have,  upon  several  occa- 
sions, when  alone,  fought  well;  it  is  per- 
fectly well  known  that  they  have  most 
gallantly  defended  their  towns.  Nay, 
look  back  through  our  news-papers,  and 
you  will  find  them  filled  with  relations  of 
the  heroic  deeds  oi  the  Spaniards.  Now, 
if  these  relations  are  true,  how  are  we 
to  account  for  the  want  of  courage,  or  of 
zeal,  in  the  Spaniards  whenever  they  are 

acting  tvith  our  troops  ? i  should  like  to 

hear  this  satisfactorih'^  acco-jnted  for.  At 
present  I  must  believe,  that  there  is  a 
something  or  other,  which  abates  the  va- 
lour and  enthusiasm  of  the  Spaniards 
when  operating  with  our  troops.  I  must 
believe  this,  because  I  always  hear  them 
found  fault  of  upon  such  occasions ;  but, 
how  it  can  be  accounted  for,  unless  upon 
the  ground  of  dislike  to  us,  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  discover. 

W^.  COBBETT. 
State  Prison,  Newgate,  Friday, 
April,  5,  1 6 1 J . 


SPANISH  WAR. 

Battle  of  Bauuosa. 

Sir  ; — My  opinion  differs  from  yours  on 
many  points :  on  many  I  have  the  honour 
of  agreemg  with  you  :  but  at  all  events,  I 
consider  yuur  publication  as  an  asylum,  in 
which  truth  frequtntly  takes  refuge,  when 
persecuted  every  where  else.  You  mast 
have  witnessed  with  every  one  the  preva- 
lent sentiments  of  this  country  iespecting 
the  brilliant  victory  of  General  Graham  i 
and  it  is  upon  the  charEicter  of  these  sen- 
timents, that  I  wish  to  address  a  very  few 
lines  to  you.  Exultation  at  any  signal 
instance  of  bravery  in  our  countrymen  is 
not  onl}'^  admissible  but  laudable.  But 
when  I  allow  this  I  can  go  no  farther,  and 
must  put  in  my  absolute  protest  against 
all  those  illiberal  reflections,  comparisons, 
suspicions,  insinuations,  &c.  &c.  respect- 
ing our  allies,  which  for  the  most  part  in 
these  instances  disgrace,  and  take  away 
the  merit  of  any  patriotic  profession*  that 
accompany  them.  Mr.  Graham  is  a  man 
of  high  character ;  and  considering  the 
action  in  itself,  there  never  was  one,  which 
<lid  greater  honour  to  the  British  army. 
This  is  an  admission,  which  justice  de- 
mands, or  more  properly  speaking,  it  is  an 
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assertion,  which  I  make  ,  with  as  much 
heartfelt  warmth  of  patriotic  feeling,  as 
any  of  those  who  think  this  a  pioper  occa- 
sion for  throwing  out  illiberal  reflections 
npon  the  brave  Spaniards.  If  no  other 
man  in  the  kingdom  should  be  of  the  same 
opiinion,  I  Bhould  still  sa}^  Sir,  that  the 
judgment  and  propriety  of  the  measure 
%dopted  by  Ocnerai  Graham  on  this  occa- 
sion, is  to  fne  not  at  ail  apparent.  Let  us 
consider  it  with  ail  possible  candour.  He 
admits  by  his  own  statement  that  he  dis- 
obeyed orders.  This  is  a  circumstance 
that  in  a  military  view  at  once  places  him 
in  a  very  arduous  mckal  situation.  No- 
thing less  than  reasons  tlie  most  cogent 
that  can  possibly  be  imagined  can  justify 
him.  But  what  does  he  himself  say  ?  He 
tells  us  slightly,  and  en  passant,  that  he  con- 
sidered the  heights  of  Barrosa  as  the  key 
to  the  Santi  Petri.  If  you  or  any  military 
man  will  inform  me  in  what  manner  the 
heights  of  Barrosa  form  such  a  key,  he 
will  relieve  me  from  as  puzzled  an  embar- 
rassment as  I  think  I  ever  experienced. 
Having  pored  over  ray  map  and  turned 
the  matter  every  way  in  my  mind,  I  find 
myself  too  dull  to  comprehend  how  they 
can  be  considered  as  such.  Instead  of 
the  heights  of  Barrosa,  had  he  mentioned 
the  Torre  de  Bermesa,  which  it  was  his 
orders  to  take  possession  of,  I  should  have 
much  better  understood  him.  That  would 
have  been  of  considerable  consequence 
towards  securing  and  covering  the  passage 
of  the  bridge.  The  Spanish  forces  were 
all  this  time  actually  in  possession  of  the 
Santi  Petri,  and  conseqifently  of  the  com- 
munication with  the  Isla  ;  in  consequence 
of  a  most  gallant  action  in  which  they  had 
defeated  the  enemy.  It  is  perfectly  plain 
that  the  Spanish  general  was  intent  on 
concentrating  as  much  as  possible  the  al- 
lied forces.  It  was  in  pursuance  of  this 
truly  military  principle  that  he  had  or- 
dered general  Graham  to  take  possession 
of  the  Torre  de  Bermesa.  It  is  equally 
evident,  and  General  Graham  had  intel- 
ligence of  it,  that  the  French  were  in  full 
march  to  engage  the  allied  forces.  Had 
General  Graham  obeyed  orders  he  could 
only  have  been  attacked  by  them  where 
he  could  have  been  supported  by  the  Spa- 
niards. The  defeat  of  the  enemy  would 
in  that  case  have  been  both  more  easy 
and  more  destructive,  and  a  pursuit  could 
have  taken  place ;  which  by  General  Gra- 
ham's conduct  was  rendered  impossible. 
These  I  think.  Sir,  are  the  plain  sugges- 
tions of  common  sense  to  any  man  who 


reads  his  letter  with  a  good  mnp.  I  do 
not  suspect  a  gentleman  of  Mr.  Gi'aham's 
high  and  acknowledged  merit  (of  which 
I  did  not  want  tliis  gallnnt  achievement 
to  give  me  an  exalted  kU'.i\)  of  any  thing 
so  mean  as  to  wish  to  snatch  from  the 
Spanish  general  the  glory  of  tlie  success ; 
a  motive  which  woi.ld  have  been  as  cri- 
Tuinal  as  it  would  have  been  mean :  be- 
caHse  it,  u  evident  that  the  situation  from 
which  he  was  extricated  by  his  own  and 
his  detachment's  bravery  g.eaily  endan- 
gered the  whole  of  the  allied  force  :  1 
would  rather  say  (as  I  believe)  that  the 
blood  of  a  noble  highlander,  raised  to  an 
irresistible  tide  at  the  vicinity  of  a  mili- 
tary enemy,  overbore,  and  made  him  for 
a  moment  forget,  soiiie  considerations  of 
prudence.  I  may  possibly  be  wrong. 
Any  professional  gentleman  who  confutes 
my  observations  shall  have  my  thanks.  I 
have  been  induced  to  trouble  you  with 
these  few  ideas,  hasty  ones  I  confess,  from 
the  indignation  which  every  man  of  the 
least  pretension  to  honourable  principles, 
must  feel  at  the  base  scurrilities  which  are 
daily  poured  out  against  our  brave  allies, 
added  to  those  disgusting  claims  of  supe- 
riority, of  which  it  is  for  the  world,  not 
ourselves,  to  judge,  and  which  are,  thanks 
to  our  newspapers,  incurring  for  us  daily, 
more  and  more,  the  repuiation,  m  the  eyes 
of  all  Europe,  of  a  boasting,  bragging  na- 
tion.    I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

P.  S.  The  eagle  should  not  have  been 
disposed  of  by  any  subordinate  or  auxi- 
liary force. 

March  31st  ISII.—W.  Cohbett, Esq. 


PARLIAMENTARY  REFORM. 

Mk,  Wynn's  Motion  and  Debatb 
thereon,  in  the  house  of  com- 
MONS, 25th  March,    1811. 

Mr.  Wynn  rose,  to  move  the  second 
reading  of  the  Election  Bribery  Bill.  He 
understood  the  Bill  against  the  sale  of  seats 
which  lately  passed  the  House,  to  be  a 
pledge,  that  the  House  was  hostile  to  the 
principle ;  leaving  the  minor  regulations 
for  carrying  the  object  completely  into 
efl'ect  for  future  consideration.  Some,  in- 
deed, at  that  time  contended,  that  there 
was  no  cause  for  any  interference  at  all ; 
but  the  majority  of  the  House  had  thought 
otherwise.  It  was  notorious,  however,  that 
seats  had  been  since  sold  ;  and  the  only 
effect  of  the  Bill  had  been,  to  compel  the 
principals  to  meet^  in  order  to  settle  the 
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Siiles.     lie   wished  to  say  a  tew  words  on 
theparticuiar  provisions  of  the  Bill,  though 
he  wuj  aware  that  this  was  n^it  the  stage 
to  argue.     The  object  of  one  part  of  the 
Bill   was  to  compel  thu  witnesses  b<-foFe 
Committees  to  give  evidence  though  lend- 
ing to  criminate  themselves  ;   they,  how- 
ever, being  indemnified  from  any  prose- 
cution in  Courts  of  Law  for  such  discove- 
ries.     Whether   the    compulsory    clause 
should   be  adopted  or  not,  he  hoped  the 
indemnity  would  be  granted.     As  the  law 
stood  at  present,  a  man  might  get  himself 
indemnified  by  accusing  another  ;  and  it 
was  known  that  Members  of  that  House 
gave  evidence  against   their  voters,  and 
confessed  on  their  cross  examination  that 
they  did  it  with  a  view  to  protect  them- 
selves from  actions.   The  indemnity  which 
he  proposed  would,  he  thought,  be  more 
effectual  and   less  objectionable.      There 
were  also  clauses  to  put  an  end  to  the 
practice  of  preserving  voters   from    the 
coiisequen(?es  of  detection  in  taking  bribes, 
by    making   them   sign   Petitions   to  the 
House  on  the  subject  of  the  election  ;  and 
for  the  surer  di«covery  of  sales  of  boroughs 
with  small  corporations.     He  hoped  it  was 
not  intended  that  the  practice  at  which 
our   ancestors  would   have    started    back 
Tvith  horror  was  to  be  tolerated,  or  that 
the  Act  for  putting  an  end  to  it  was  to  be 
considered  as  a  brutum  fulmen,  professing 
much  and  doing  nothing.     He  approved 
of  the  decision  of  the  House  in  refusing  to 
proceed  against  any  one  for  the  past,  after 
the  practice  had   been  so   long  connived 
at,  and  thought  the  clamours  on  that  ac- 
count  utterly    unfounded.      But   he   ap- 
proved of  it  only  upon  this  ground,  that 
the  Ho'jse  should  resolve  to  prevent  it  for 
tlie  future.     Those  who  opposed  the  cla- 
m>urs   against  Parliament,  said   that   the 
House  was  ready  to  put  an  erfd  to  these 
practices.     But  if  this  should  be  contra- 
dicted,  the   number  of  the  discontented 
would  be  alarmingly  increased. 

Mr.  Brand  said  that  nothing  but  a  plan 
founded  on  a  comprehensive  view  of  the 
subject  would  do  good.  He  had  no  hopes 
from  such  partial  measures  as  this.  The 
effect  of  such  partial  measures  would  be 
nothing  else  than  to  throw  the  monopoly 
of  the  purchase  of  seats  into  the  hands  of 
the  Treasury.  He  was  convinced  his  hon. 
friend  would  some  time  feel  the  difficulty 
of  doing  any  good  by  applying  partial 
remedies  to  a  general  evil.  To  the  Con- 
strtution  alone  they  must  look  in  devising 
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a  general  remedy  commensurate  with  the 
evil.  Into  thi^  however  (he  would  not 
enter  at  present,  as  after  the  Easter  recess 
he  intended  to  propose  a  general  measure. 
The  present  measure  would  only  be  dan- 
gerous and  mischievous.  His  Honourable 
Frieiid  himself  ihight  be  accused  of  bri= 
bery,  and  the  witness  being  the  only  evi- 
dence, could  not  be  convicted  of  perjury. 
The  prevention  ol  the  practice  of  conceal- 
ing bribery  in  the  voter,  by  causing  him 
to  petition,  was  good  ^s  far  as  it  went ; 
but  it  was  a  very  parthl  benefit.  This 
much  he  had  said  on  this  Bill,  because  he 
was  anxious  that  his  constituents  should 
be  aware  that  the  subject  had  not  escaped 
his  attention.  But  no  great  good  was  reason- 
ably to  be  expected,  except  from  a  real, 
true,  and  moderate  reform ;  and  for  this 
he  was  anxious.  He  wished  his  Honours-. 
ble  Friend  not  to  press  this  to  a  division, 
as  he  must  be  aware  that  the  Bill  had  a 
bearing  which  perhaps  he  himself  had  not 
observed  when  he  brought  it  in. 

Mr.  G.  Johnstone  opposed  the  Bill, 
upon  the  ground  that  no  general  or  special 
reasons  had  been  stated  to  shew  the  pro- 
priety of  any  legislative  measure  on  the 
subject.  No  evidence  was  produced  to 
prove  that  Seats  had  been  sold  since  the 
late  Act.  For  many  years  past  the  prac- 
tice had  been  graduall^^  decreasing  ;  and 
there  was  more  purity  now  in  Election 
Cases,  than  in  the  boasted  times  of  our 
ancesters.  He  could  tell  of  some  of  their 
practices  calculated  to  make  their  poste- 
rity blush  tor  them,  whether  the  conduct 
of  iheir  posterity  would  have  made  them 
start  back  with  horror  or  not.  In  the  case 
of  Ashburton,  in  1707,  a  motion  was  made 
in  the  House  that  the  right  of  Election 
was  in  the  holders  of  land  and  tenements 
of  the  said  borough  only.  An  Amend- 
ment was  moved  that  the  word  "only" 
be  left  out.  A  ballot  was  called  for — the 
clerks,  with  two  of  the  Members,  went 
round  with  a  box,  into  which  the  rest  of 
the  Members  put  their  balls.  There  had 
been  agradual  improvement  since.  In  ISO? 
no  bribery  had  been  proved  before  any 
of  the  Committees,  and  treating  was  al- 
most at  an  end. — He  said  that  no  cases 
could  be  produced  to  shew  the  necessity 
of  the  repeal  of  the  Bribery  Act,  and, 
before  the  House  could  proceed  to  repeal 
it,  it  was  necessary  to  state  such  necessity. 
— With  regard  to  the  clause  respecting 
evidence,  and  which  did  not  allow  a  wit- 
ness to  protect  himself  upon  self-crimina- 
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tion,  he  was  astonished  that  the  Honoura- 
ble Gentleman,  who  was  bred  up  to  the 
law  of  the  land,  could  ever  tliink  ot"  in- 
troducing siK  ii  a  clau  e.  Had  it  been 
proposed  by  tl>ose  speculative  persons, 
who,  in  a  comparison  between  the  Laws 
of  England  and  the  Code  Napoleon,  are 
of  opinion  that,  in  matters  of  evidence,  it 
jftinipossible  to  say  vhich  abouads  wi;h 
the  greatest  evils,  he  should  not  have  been 
so  much  astonished  Why  was  this  fim- 
damental  alteration  to  be  introduced  into 
the  law?  He  w^uld  ask  how  it  happened 
that  the  law  in  this  country  was  held  in 
greater  veneration  than  the  law  in  any 
other  country  ?  And  why  was  every  body 
in  this  country  anxious  to  bring  criminals 
to  justice  ?  It  was  because  the  law  never 
placed  criminals  or  witnesses  in  a  situation 
to  criminate  themselves,  or  directed  the 
sympathies  of  mankind  against  the  court. 
This  Bill  no  doubt  exempts  the  witnesses 
from  punishment  ;  but  it  cannot  exempt 
them  from  any  disgrace.  But  why  is  this  al- 
teration in  the  law  confined  to  minor  of- 
fences ?  Why  is  it  not  to  extend  to  greater 
offences  ?  Why  not  to  treason  itself  ?  Surely 
the  sacred  life  of  the  Sovereign  and  the  order 
of  society  are  objects  of  equal  importance. — 
With  respect  to  petitioning,  the  expence 
was  such,  thatit  could  not  be  expected  any 
man  from  a  sense  of  justice  merely,  would 
bring  a  petition  into  that  House  ;  and  it 
could  only  be  some  speculative  reformer 
anxious  to  cast  an  odium  on  the  higher 
classes,  by  holding  them  out  as  borough- 
mongers,  who  would  think  of  laying  out 
1000/.  on  such  an  object.— On  the  whole, 
bethought  the  present  law  sufficient,  with- 
out the  present  Bill ;  and  if  they  had  any 
suspicion  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  Bri- 
bery Acts,  they  ought  to  wait  till  a  general 
election,  when  they  could  have  a  trial. 

Mr.  CuRWEN  thought  that  there  were 
sufficient  grounds  for  allowing  the  present 
Bill  to  go  into  a  Committee.  The  decla- 
ration of  the  Bribery  Bill  established  the 
existence  of  that,  which  its  enactments 
were  found  insufficient  to  remedy.  He 
gave  that  Bill  his  support,  differing  from 
every  one  of  his  friends  in  his  opinion  of 
it,  notwithstanding  it  was  so  mutilated  and 
changed  in  its  passage  through  the  House, 
by  persons  whom  he  never  should  have  ex- 
pected to  see  in  the  light  of  reformers, 
that  he  was  convinced  of  its  inefficacy, 
from  an  idea  that  some  of  the  objections 
against  it  ought  to  have  been  pointed  out 
by  some^  of  Us  frignds.— The  Honourable 
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Gentleman  who  first  opposed  the  Bill,  said 
that  he  could  not  see  the  necessity  of  it, at 
from    our  advancement  in   purity,   there 
was  now  a  great  diminution    of  cases  of 
bribery.    When  he  heard  this  declaration 
he  could  not  but  call  to   mind   the  speech 
which   they  had    heard  delivered   with  so 
much  eloquence  frorti  the  Chair,  which  de- 
servedly endeared  him  to  the  nation,   and 
would  endear  him  to  posterity.     It  was  no- 
torious  that  the  House  of  Commons  was 
not  possessed  of  that   povver  and  that  in- 
fluence which  a  House  of  Commons  ought 
to  have,  but  was  stained  with  spots,  which 
those  who  were  best  attached  to  it,  could 
wish  washed  away.     He  confessed  he  was 
anxious  for  a    considerable  reform   in  the 
House.     Look  to  the  present  moment  and 
the  present  situation  of  the  country,  and 
then  say  if    the    greatest  victory  which 
could  be  obtained  would  not  be  a  restora- 
tion of  the  purity   of  that   House.      It  was 
well   known    that  the  Bribery    Act  was 
turned  from  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
intended.      The    Honourable  Gentleman 
asked  for    cases.     There  are  cases  with 
which  the   Honourable  Gentleman  cannot 
be  acquainted  ;  but  if  a  single  case  could 
be  adduced,  was  it  not  necessary  to   pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  a  recurrence  ?     It 
became  necessary,  therefore,   to  send  the 
Bill    to  a  Committee,   where  the   subject 
could  undergo    a  complete   discussion. — 
The  Honourable  Gentleman  asked  if  they 
would  permit   a  man    to  come   bt3fore  the 
House  who  had  no  interest  in  the  question  r 
Gracious  God  !  was   there    a  man  in  the 
country  who  was  not   interested  in  every 
thing   that   concerned    the    purity  of  the 
House  !   He  a-^ked  why  the   mode  of  evi- 
dence on  the  Bill  was  not  extended  to  trea- 
son ?  The  principle  of  the  law  of  treason 
was  deservedly  the  subject  of  admiration. 
It  considered  that  he  who  is  the  presumed 
enemy  of  every  man,  should  therefore  be 
entitled  to  peculiar  protection.     But  here 
the  object  was  not  punishment,  but  the 
preservation  of  the  purity  of  the  House,  by 
preventing  a  man  from  sitting  in  it,  w^ho 
sliall  have  committed  an  act  of  bribery,  an 
object  of  much  greater  importance  than 
the  conviction  of  the  offender,  and  per- 
fectly distinct  from  it. — Those  who  were 
afraid  of  the  advocates  of  Reform  out  of 
doors  would  do  well  to  consider,  that  the 
most  effectual  way  to  prevent  converts  to 
that  doctrine  elsewhere,  was  to  do  every 
thing  themselves  that  was  temperate  and 
that  was  just  J  and  if  they  were  to  put  an 
extinguisher  upon'Eeform  by  strangling 
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the  present  Bill,  thej'  would  take  the  most 
effectual  means  of  giving  currency  to  the 
doctrines  thej^  dreaded.  Let  the  Bill  go 
through  every  stags,  and  let  it  be  discus- 
sed with  all  the  patience  and  all  the  atten- 
tion of  which  the  House  is  capable,  and  if 
they  should  so  incline,  let  it  at  last  be  re- 
jected. If  it  should  now  be  strangled,  and 
not  allowed  to  go  into  a  Committee,  Vvhat 
would  be  thought  in  the  Country  ?  Not 
surely  what  the  Honourable  Gentleman 
professed,  that  there  was  no  corruption  to 
reform,  but  that  there  wss  too  much  cor- 
ruption to  allow  Reform.  The  only  wny 
to  obviate  the  dangerous  tendency  of  the 
opinions  which  they  dreaded,  v/as  to  go 
themselves  in!;o  evtvy  moderate  plan  of 
itcform  which  was  practicable.  It  was 
impossible  to  take  a  more  unwise  step  at 
present,  wiien  all  the  attachment  snd  all 
the  exertions  of  the  country  were  required, 
than  to  strangle  the  present  Bill.  Every 
man  could  wish  the  declaration  which  was 
made  in  that  Kcuse  blotted  out  from  his 
remembrance ;  and  as  he  wished  to  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  the  recurrence  of 
the  evil,  he  earnestly  requested  the  con- 
curreivce  of  the  House,  in  allowing  the  pre- 
sent Bill  to  go  into  a  Committee. 

Si  a  John  Anstruther  said  that  he 
should  oppose  every  alteration  of  the  pre- 
sent Constitution  of  that  Houss,  and  had 
he  merely  heard  the  speech  of  the  Ho- 
nourable Gentleman  who  spoke  last,  he 
should  have  concluded  that  such  was  the 
object  of  the  present  Bill.  Notwithstand- 
ing all  the  lofty  language  which  they  liad 
heard  from  that  Honourable  Gentleman, 
almost  threntening  them  with  the  distrust 
and  condemnation  of  the  people  if  they 
did  not  accede  to  his  measure,  he  would 
tell  that  Honourable  Gentleman,  that  a 
Bill  ought  to  be  canvassed  in  that  House 
on  its  just  principles,  and  when  these  prin- 
ciples did  not  meet  with  their  approba- 
tion, they  did  their  duty  in  rejecting  it, 
and  in  endi^avouring  to  please  the  people 
in  opposition  to  their  own  sentiments,  they 
would  not  do  their  duty,  but.  commit  an 
act  of  injury  and  injustice. — He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  discuss  the  clause  relating  to 
evidence,  which  went  to  violate  a  principle 
acknowledged  in  the  laws  of  this  and 
every  other  country.  It  was  said  that  the 
witness  was  indemnified  from  punishment. 
But  was  it  possible  to  indemnify  him  from 
the  effect  of  moral  guilt,  from  the  loss  of 
character  sustained  by  the  compulsive  dis- 
cayery.    Another  strong  objection  to  this 


part  of  the  Bill  was,  that  it  increased  the 
temptation  to  perjury  for  the  purpose  of 
conviction  or  acquittal.  An  informercame 
into  Court  with  all  the  blackness  peculiar 
to  an  informer,  and  his  credibility  was  af- 
fected by  it.  But  here  he  is  relieved  from 
all  that  odium.  {Hear,  from  Ministerial 
benches.)  Why  not  introduce  this  principle 
to  other  crimes  ?  He  had,  therefore,  great 
objections  to  the  introduction  of  a  princi- 
ple of  which  he  could  not  see  the  termina- 
tion.— To  the  other  clauses  he  had  also 
great  objections.  From  giving  a  general 
right  to  petition,  little  good  could  ensue, 
and  a  door  could  be  opened  to  a  great 
deal  of  mischief.  '  He  should  therefore  op- 
pose the  Bill  going  into  a  Committee. 

Sir  John  Newport  thought  it  very  na- 
tural in  those  who  opposed  every  plan  of 
reform  which  could  have  any  practical  ef- 
fect, on  some  pretext  or  other  should  also 
oppose  the  present  Bill.  All  the  reasons, 
however,  which  he  had  heard  against  com- 
mitting tlie  Bill,  were  in  hismind,  so  many 
reasons  in  favour  of  that  measure.  If  the 
Bill  was  liable  to  the  objections  which  had 
been  specified,  the  way  to  purge  it  from 
their  objections  was,  to  go  into  a  Commit- 
tee. Wlsat  would  be  the  consequence  of  a 
refusal  ?  It  would  convince  the  people  of 
England,  that  the  former  measures  of  the 
House  v/ere  merely  resorted  to  for  the  sake 
of  trariquiiiizing  the  public  mind  for  a 
momeni,  and  not  from  any  serious  desire 
of  reformation.— The  Honourable  Gentle- 
man opposite  (Mr.  George  Johnstone), 
asked  for  a  case — Why  the  very  evil  was 
the  secret  nature  of  the  act,  from  which, 
by  the  existing  law  it  would  be  impossible 
ever  to  make  a  discovery  of  it. — If  the  of- 
fence could  be  discovered,  tlie  present  law 
was  sufficient  to  convict  the  oflender,  and 
there  would  then  be  np  necessity  of  com- 
ing to  the  House  for  an  alteration. — He 
concluded  with  declaring,  that  he  should 
vote  for  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Morris  thought  it  impossible  to 
look  at  the  subject,  without  seeing  that 
there  was  great  room  for  improvement  in 
the  Election  La%v.  It  was  not  suffic'ent 
for  the  House,  however,  to  be  convinced 
that  there  was  this  and  the  other  thing  to 
censure.  They  were  to  look  at  the  ques- 
tion narrowly,  and  to  see  that  in  their 
desire  for  improvement  they  did  not  intro- 
duce an  abuse  rather  than  a  remedy.  He 
particularly  objected  to  the  clause,  by 
which  a  person  was  compelled  to  make  a 
disclosure  of  an  offeace  m  which  he  him- 
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•elf  was  implicated.  This  was  to  oblige  a 
Jury  to  give  credit  to  a  person  so  cir- 
cumstanced, whether  he  might  be  swear- 
ing true  or  f'alsii ;  and,  at  the  same  time  to 
leave  the  party  against  whom  he  com- 
plained completely  at  his  meicy.  He 
bad  only  to  name  a  time  and  place  when 
no  person  else  could  be  present,  and  in 
this  way,  must  be  certain  of  acquitting  or 
convicting  as  he  pleased,  and  at  the  same 
time  of  himself  escaping  detection.  The 
remedying  the  abuses  in  Elections,  was  a 
consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished;  but, 
not  at  the  expence  of  such  a  Bill  as  this  ; 

"  The  tempering  world  is  subject  to  this  curse, 
"  To  physic  a  disease  by  one  that's  worse:" 

but  this  he  could  not  agree  to  apply  as  a 
remedy  in  the  present  instance. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wynn  shortly  replied,  when 
the  House  divided. 

Ayes,  17  ;  Noesj  64- ;  Majority  against 
the  Bill,  47. 

OFFICIAL  PAPER. 
Hamburgh  Deputation  to  Napoleon. 

Paris,  March  20. — On  Sunday  his  Ma- 
jesty the  Emperor  and  King  gave  audience, 
before  mass,  to  the  Deputation  from  the  ci- 
ties of  Hamburgh,  Lubeck,  and  Bremen. 
— Mr.  Doorman,  as  President  of  the  De- 
putation, presented  an  Address,  of  which 
the  following  was  the  priricipal  passage : 

"  Sire,  at  all  times  we  have  been  French- 
men in  our  hearts,  and  from  preference.  If 
the  anarch)^  which  preceded  your  Majes- 
ty's reign,  relaxed,  for  a  moment,  ties  of 
such  long  standing  and  so  agreeable,  we 
hastened  to  draw  them  closer  the  instant 
your  accession  to  power  re-assured  the 
world  social  order  :  and  your  new  sub- 
jects, Sire,  cannot  swear  to  be  more  faithful 
to  you  than  they  have  shewn  themselves 
to  be  for  these  ten  years  past  ;  more  de- 
voted to  your  pleasure,  more  obedient  to 
your  system,  nor  more  disposed  to  contri- 
bute to  the  accomplishment  of  your  de- 
signs, by  every  effort  and  sacrifice  in  their 
power  ;  and  it  is  a  pleasing  consolation  to 
the  honourable  remembrances  of  our  coun- 
try, to  reflect,  that  our  independence  could 
yield  only  to  him  to  whom  every  thing  has 
yielded,  and  that  our  political  existence 
was  to  cease  only  at  that  epoch  when  the 
destinies  had  determined  that  the  Tiber  and 
the  Elbe  should  flow  under  the  same  laws, 
(To  be  continued.) 
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Statement  of  the  several  Accounts  in  which 
Mr.  Samc'el  Brooks  has  been  Treasurer, 
since  the  1  if  cf  Muy,  1 807.    ' 

May  1807.-    To  Subscriptions  on  ac-    .£7     s.     d. 

coiiDt  of  the  Westminster  Election, 

1807 1721   15  10 

By  Expences,  in  the  Election,  Chair- 
ing, Anniversaries,   &c.    to  1810.  in- 

chisive "..   1810     0     6 

March,  1809.      To  Subscriptions  for  

Westminster  Meeting  on  the  conduct 

of  the  Duke  of  York 36  11     0 

By  Expences ....; 57   12     0 

May.     To  Subscriptions  -for  General  . 

Meeting,  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor, 

on  Reform     403     3     6 

By  Expences „     381     3     2 

Feb.    1810.       To    Subscriptions    for 

Westminster  Meeting  on  Reform  ...     187  13     0 

By  Expences 123  19     8 

April.     To    Subscriptions   for   West- 

minster  Meeting  on  Commitment  of 

Sir  F.  Burdett ^ 99     5     0 

By  Expences 169  17  10 

To  lixpences  on  Middlesex  Meeting  on  

Commitment  of  Sir  F.  Burdett  46*  4     6 

June.     To  Subscriptions  on  account  1 

of  the  Liberation  of  Sir  F.  Burdett...       47   12     6 

By  Expences 93  17     0 

Total  Expences...  o£'.2,682  14     8 

Total  Sub&criptioua    2,496     0  10 

Balance  due  to  the  Treasurer... <£.  186  13  10 


The  Subscribers  are  respectfully  in- 
formed, that  Books,  containing  the  parti- 
culars  of  the  above  Accounts,  and  the 
Vouchers,  are  at  Mr.  Brooks,  No.  110, 
Strand,  for  their  inspection  ;  where  Sub- 
scriptions continued  to  be  received. 
CiucuxAK  to  the  Subscribers. 

Sir ; — We  have  thought  it  our  dut)^  to 
send  you  the  above  Accounts. — The  City 
of  Westminster,  by  returning  a  Represen- 
tative to  Parliament  without  personal  ex- 
pence,  has  demonstrated  the  power  of  the 
People  when  acting  for  themselves.  The 
example  of  the  first  City  of  the  Empire, 
if  followed,  will  assuredly  drive  out  the 
Borough  Faction,  and  accomplish  a  sub- 
stantial Reform.— -The.  various  Meetings 
held  for  the  attainment  of  this  desirable 
object  have  done  much  towards  convinc- 
ing the  People  of  the  necessity  of  obtain- 
ing it,  as  the  only  means  of  preserving 
their  liberties.  This  has  been  eflieoted 
with  a  small  sum  voluntarily  subscribed 
by  the  Friends  of  Reform,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  trifling  balance  due  to  the  Trea- 
surer.— We  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
your  obedient  Servants,  William  Adams. 
March  30lh,  1811.         Francis  Place. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

The   Regent's   declaration   against 

Corruption. There  has  been,  for  some 

clays  past,  a  great  deal  of  public  atteDtion 
ajid  iuterest  excited  by  a  declaration,  said 
to  have  been  made  by  the  Prince  Regent, 
relative  to  the  giving  of  pluces/tir  the  pur- 
port of  Pdvliamcntary  interest;  or,  in  other 
words,  the  givinir  of  the  people's  jnonei/  in 
order  to  purchase  votes  of  Members  of  J'nr- 
licii/ient  in  support  of  the  ministry.  Upon  this 
subject  the  Prince  is  said  to  have  express- 
ed his  sentiments.  It  is,  therefore,  no  won- 
der, that  the  report  has  made  a  great  deal 
of  noise,  this  being,  in  fact,  t{;e  ONLY 
political  Subject  in  which  lliose  of  the  peo- 
ple who  have  anj'  sense,  feel  an  intevtst; 
because  they  are  quite  convinced,  that,  if 
their  property  and  indeed  their  very  lives 
are  to  be  at  the  mercj'  of  a  set  oS'  p'jople, 
whose  voices  at;e  thus  to  be  bouglit  by  the 
minister  of  the  day,  with  the  people's 
own  money;  they  are  quite  convinced, 
that,  if  this  is  to  be  the  case,  it  would  be 
worse  tlian  beastly  stupidity  for  them  to 
care  one   straw  what  may  happen  as  to 

any  thingjelse  of  a  public  nature. The 

report,  which  first  appeared  in  the  Morn- 
ing Chronicle  of  the  4th  instant,  is  as  fol- 
lows. That,  there  being  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  Governor  of  the  Military  College 
at  Marlow,  Mr.  Perceval,  the  Minister, 
recominended  General  Charles  Cuau- 
FURD  for  that  post,  to  which  recommend- 
ation, we  are  told,  the  Prince  answered  in 

the  following  manner. "  The   Prince 

*'  also  expressed  the  high  re?pect  which 
•'  he  entertained  for  the  talents  and  ser- 
"  vices  of  General  Craufurd.  He  had  high 
*'  claims  on  the  gratitude  of  his  Country  ; 
"  and  the  country  had  not  been  unmind- 
"  ful  of  his  claims.  His  Royal  Highness 
"  said,  that  to  the  best  of  his  recollection, 
"  General  Craufurd  had  a  pension  of 
"  o£'.120()  a  year,  on  his  oivn  life  and  that 
*'  of  the  Dudiess  his  wife.  He  had  a  regi- 
*'  meat  of  Dragoon  Guards,  and  he  was 
"  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Tynemouth, 
"bringing  him  altogether  uior'e^.SOOO  a 
"year;  and  therefore  he  must  hesitate  in 
"  adding  to  these  appointments,  while  so 


many  other  gallant  Officers  had  not  an 
equid  provision. — Mr.  Perceval  strongly 
urged  the  General's  high  merits,  and 
besides  begged  leave  respectfully  to 
stale  to  his  Royal  Highness,  that  his 
claims  were  powerfully  seconded  by  his 
son-in-law,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  whose 
support  in  Parliament  was  most  essential  to 
his  Majesty*  s  Administration ; — perhaps 
was  of  more  consequence  to  them  than  that 
of  any  other  individual. — The  Prince  Re- 
gent, in  answer  to  this  argument,  made 
a  declaration  to  the  following  purport — • 
"  Sir,  1  did  not  expect  such  a  reason  to 
"  be  assigi»ed  ;  but  I  am  not  sorry  that 
"  it  is  so  in  an  instance  like  the  present, 
"  when  it  enables  me  to  make  known 
"  my  resolution  without  disparagement 
"  to  the  gallant  Othcer  in  question.  I 
"  repeat  that  I  have  a  high  respect  for 
"  his  merits,  which  have  met  their  re- 
"  ward  ;  but  I  must  tell  you,  once  for 
"  all,  that  I  never  ^an  nor  v:iH  consent  to 
"  bestow  any  place  <  -^mointmcnt  7/ientit  to 
"  be  an  asyhun  or  reirurd  for  the  toils  and 
"  services  of  our  gallant  soldters  and  seamen^ 
"  on  any  person  UPON  ACCOUNT 
"  OF  PARLIAMEN  1  ARY  CONNEC- 
"  TION,  OR  IN  RLTliRN  FOR  PAR- 
"  LIAMENTARY  VOTES.  THIS  IS 
"  MY  FIXED  DETERMINATiON  ; 
"  and  I  trust  I  shall  never  again  be  so- 
"  licited  in  the  same  way." — The 
Minister  bowed  and  took  his  leave. 
It  is  not  true,  therefore,  that  Ge- 
neral Craufurd  is  appointed  Gover- 
nor of  the  Military  College  at  Mar- 
low-  and  we  congratulate  the  Coun- 
try on  this  truly  Constitutional  an- 
swer of  the  Prince  Regent."— —Now, 
I  beg  the  reader  to  observe,  that  I  re- 
publish this  as  I  find  it  already  in  print, 
without  any  pretensions  to  any  knowledge 
as  to  i'.s  truth  or  its  falsehood.  Indeed,  1 
have  no  such  knowledge  ;  and  I  do  not 
choose  to  express  even  any  opinion  as  to 
its  truth  or  falsehood,  though  I  cannot  help 
having  most  anxious  wishes  upon  the  sub- 
ject.-  My  remarks  will,  of  course,  be 

purely  hypothetical.  But,  I  must  first  ob- 
serve that  I  never  have  heard  of  any  thing 
done  by  this  Genebai.  Craufurd  to  eu- 
.     2  G 
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title  him  to  a  pension  of  1,200/.  a  year  for 
his  life,  and  the  same  to  liis  wife  fur  bel- 
li^. I  have  never  heard  of,  any  very 
euiinent  services  performeil  by  this  man, 
and  I  should  be  glnd  to  know,  in  what 
way  'his  n ife  c^n  hnv"  n)ei!  ed  this  ann-ial 
sum  at  the  peoph^s'  hands  ;  and  that,  too, 
at  a  time,  when  the  ministers  object  to 
augment  the  pay  of  the  oflieers  of  the 
auny,  because  of  the  pecuiiiaty  cmba;- 
r  i^sinents  of  the  country.  Tiiis  lady  i'^  a 
D.i:.ie.ss;  but,  if  the  circumstances  of  the 
cour.uy  be  such,  that  a  small  addition 
cannot  be  atiorded  to  the  pay  of  our  mili- 
tary officers,  surely  tliere  ou^ht  to  be  some 
very  g^ood  reason  for  giving  this  lady 
1,200/.  a  ytar  for  her  life,  whic'j  is  equal 
to  ibeiull  pay  and  allowances  of  about  « 
dozen  Subaltern  Oflieers;  and,  the  distri- 
bution of  which  amongst  the  uflicers  of  the 
array,  wouKi  make  the  proposed  addition 
to  the  pay  ot  about  Jifti/  sub'.ltern  officers. 

But,  this  is  whut  neve.  st.»nisto  enter 

iilto  the  heads  of  tii'se,  vviio  oppose  the 
augmenting  of  the  pay  of  the  military 
and  naval  officers.  Such  persons  talk  of 
thr  heavy  exj^ences  of  the  country,  for- 
getting, or  seemins;  to  forget,  that  a  great 

part  of  them  might  be  taken  ofl". Whi/, 

I  a^ain  ask,  should  this  Dudiess  have  -so 
much,  or  any  at  all,  ol  our  money  ?  This 
is  a  question  that  Mr.  Perry  has  not 
thought  proper  to  put ;  but,  a  very  material 
■question  it  is;  and  so,  I  am  salistied,  the 

reader  will  think  it. But,  besides  the 

pension  for  life,  this  gentleman  is,  it  seems, 
the  Colonel  of  a  regiment  of  Dragoon 
Guards,  and  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Tyne- 
mouth.  This  was  pretty  well,  one  would 
have  thought,  without  wanting  to  be  a 
Governor  of  a  Military  College.  How 
was  he  to  execute  all  these  offices,?  It 
would  have  been  impossible;  and,  lohy, 
then,  should  he  have  the  money  for  these 
offices  > If  what  the  Morning  Chroni- 
cle states  be  true,  this  question  is  answer- 
ed. The  reason  for  heaping  all  these 
places,  or  rather,  all  this  public  money, 
upon  this  man,  is  plain  enough  ;  and,  if 
the  statement  be,  therefore,  true,  no  more 
needs  to  be  said  upon  that  point.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  waste  any  time  or  room 
in  characteiizing  the  act,  or  the  man  who 
proposed  it.— —But,  as  to  the  declaration 
said  to  have  been  made  by  the  Prince, 
that  is  very  important  indeed,  and  calls 
for  the  attention  of  all  those,  who  have  a 

real  regard    for    their   country. It    is 

said,  tliat  he  declared,  that  he  "  never 
'•'  would  give  his  consent  to  bestow  any 
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"  place  or  appointment,  meant  to  be  an 
"  asylum  oi'  rciiurd  for  the  toils  and  services 
'•  of  our  gallant  soldiers  and  seamen,  on  any 
"  person  upon  ar  conni  of  Parliamentary 
"  connection,  or  in  RLTURN    FOit  PAR- 

'«  LIAMKNTARY  VOICES.'" ~-^6\t, 

the  thing  that  excites  our  attention  here, 
is,  not  that  the  Prince  should  h.tvt^  re- 
.solved  not  to  tendtis  hand  to  the  carr\''ing 
on  of  this  species  of  trailic  ;  not  that  he 
should  have  declared  his  "  vjrtuous  aSdtor- 
rence,"  as  thf  Corporation -of  London  an- 
ticipated, of  .so  base  a  truckery  ;  not  that 
he  should  have  .«;ei2ed  the  first  opportu- 
nity of  protesting  against  any  participa- 
tion in  acts  u  hich  would  richly  merit  a 
gibbet  :  )h:s  is  not  what  excites  our  atten- 
tion ;  but,  the  boldness  of  the  assertion, 
that  so  infamous  a  motive  had  been  seated 
to  him  as  a  ground  whereon  for  him  to 
act;  and,  really,  one  can  hardiv  believe 
it  possible,  that  tliere  i.^  to  be  found,  upon 
the  whole  earth,  a  man  to  make  such  a 
proposition.  It  is  an  old  saving,  that  you 
cannot  have  blood  out  of  a  tunuf)  ;  but, 
even  a  man,  with  a  fa.  e  made  of  turnip, 
could,  one  would  think,  never  have  made 
such  a  propo.'^iiion  wiiliout  blushing.—— 
What  now,  does  tile  champion  of  the 
other  fact.on  say  to  ihi«.''  The  publica- 
tion in  the  Mirning  Chronicle  is,  ofconrse, 
intended  as  a  blow  at  the  minster ;  HrtJ, 
therefore,  we  must  now  hear  what  ih*  mi- 
nister's eulogist  has  to  say  in    answer  to' 

it. It  begins  by  abusing  the   Prince  if 

he  blabbed;  and  evidenily  aims  at  nyaking 
the  public  believe,  that  he  did  blab.  It 
thus,  conditionally,  represents  him  as 
mean,  and  treucherous  for  having  betrayed  a 
minister,  in  whom  he  affected  to  have 
confidence.  But,  observe,  it  does  not 
deny  the  fact,  which  was  the  most  material 
thing  of  ail.  It  does  not  deny  the  fact. 
The  article  1  allude  to  appeared  in  the 
Courier  of  the  5'd\  instant,  and  an  article 
it  is  worthy  o(  our  best  attention.  It 
will  have  to  be  referred  to  hereafter, 
the  reader  may  be  well  assured. — ■"  The 
"  public  are  indignant  at  the  attack  made 
"  yesterday  upon  the  character  of  the 
"  Prince  Regent,  by  holding  him  nptwthe 
"  world  as  capable  of  the  grossest  per- 
"  fidy.  The  Party  are  so  enraged  at  his 
"  not  having  taken  them  into  his  confi- 
"  dence  ;  they  are  so  full  of  rancour 
"  again.st  him  for  not  have  dismissed  his 
"  father's  Ministers,  that  there  are  no  re-' 
"ports  which  they  are  not  prepared  'to 
"  circulate  against  him.  Is  there  a  fouler' 
"charge   that  could  be   brought  against 
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"any  man  than  the  charge  of  trec'ckerj/  :  of 
*'  pretending  to  place  confidence  in  a  man  for 
;f*  the  purpose  of  betraying  it,?  Yet  this 
*'  is  the  chrirge  the  Opposition  GaEette 
"  brought  against  the  Prince  Regent.  It 
"  stated  that  the  Minister  was  engaged  in 
*•  a  private,  confidential  conversation  wiih 
"  the  Regent,  of  course  no  one  present 
"  but  the  Regent  and  the  Minister,  and 
'*  no  one  able  hut  themselves  to  state  what 
"  passed  in  that  conversation  ;  and  yet  it 
"  ailected  to  give  the  whole  conversation, 
"  and  to  r!o  it  in  a  manner  to  impress  a 
''conviction  that  it  was  impossible  the 
"  con"ersahon  could  have  been  disclosed 
'■'  by  the  Minister,  thus  attempting  to  fix 
"  th-^  w'liola  shame  and  meanness  of  the 
"  treachery  upon  the  Regent.  Such  vvas 
"  the  conduct  of  the  Opposition-Guzette 
"  yesiei-day  ;  but  we  are  happy  to  see  it 
"  to-day  so  far  ashamed  of  its  conduct, 
"  eithi^r  in  consequence  of  reproof,  or  of 
"  a  consciousness  of  improprietv,  as  to 
"  apologise  for  having  placed  the"  Regent 
"  in  an  odious  light,  by  repres?nting  him 
"  as  betraying  ihe  confiJential  communi- 
'/  cations  of  his  Ministers,  and  holding 
"  them  out  to  public  contempt.  The 
"  Morning  Chronicle  denies  that  the  in- 
"  formation  was  communicated  to  it  by 
*'  any  party.  This  acknowledgment  is 
*'  some  concession  in  favour  of  honour  and 
*' decorum.  The  Party,  ashamed  of  the 
*'  publication,  wish  to  disown  it ;  no  small 
"acknowledgment  of  its  indecency  and 
''mischief;  ^or  mischievous  it  is,  as  it  will 
*'  supply  the  Weekly  Journals  loiih  calumny 
"  against  the  system  of  Govsrauient  fcr  tnontks 
"  to  come;  against  that  system  which  no 
"  men  acted  upon  iuore  offensively  than  Lords 
*'  GrenvUle,  Grey,  and  Moira,  in  the  case  of 
"  ihe  Hampshire  Election,  when  those  Noble- 
"  men  vjerc  in  power.  The  system  stands 
"  much  in  need  of  correction,  and  we  shall 
"  be  happy  to  see  it  amended  ;  but  we  shall 
"  never  assist  incendiaries  in  aitesnpts  to  ef- 
*'  feet  its  total  overthrotv. — Upon  the-  de- 
"  sire  of  the  Prince  Regent  to  preserve 
"  military  oifices  for  Veterans  who  have 
**  served  their  Country  without  receiving 
*'  a  due  reward,  there  can  be  hut  one  opi- 
"  nion  ;  of  applause  and  graiitude.  Had 
"  the  anecdote  been  confined  to  this  point, 
"  there  would  have  been  no  harm  in  it. 
"But  as  far  as  it  represents  the  R^- gent 
"  blabbing  State  secrets,  it  can  do  his  Royal 
"  Highness  no  honour;  and  the  mixture 
"  of  the  story  about  Bormvfh  patronage, 
"  probably  nottrae, hpositively  mischievous. 
"  Such  publications  it  is  that  give  strength 
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"  to  the  enemies  ofhotU  the  Ins  and  the  Outs, 
"  For  the  latter  have  acted  on  the  system 
"  of  Parliamentary  influence  much  more 
"rigidly  than  the  former." — This  last 
part  of  the  venal  man's  remarks  is  vcy 
curious.  He  blames  the  first  publication: 
of  his  adversary  ;  not  because  it  is  false 
(for  that  he  does  not  assert),  but  because  it 
exposes  both  INS  and  OUTS  to  the 
assaults  of  their  common  enemy,  the  Reform 
mers  !  Tiiis  is  so  much  like  the  conduct  of 
Lockit,  when  he  cries  out,  "  brother  !  bro- 
"  ther  !   we  are  both  in  the  wrong,"  that 

comparison  forces  itself  upon  us — The 

Courier  thinks  nothing  of  the  publica- 
tion, but  as  it  tends  to  an  exposure  of  the  sys- 
tem. He  does  not  care  about  the  truth  of 
falsheod  of  the  thing  itself.  That  is  not 
his  concern.  The  only  consideration  with 
him,  is,  whether  it  touches  the  system  ;  that 
system,  to  ^vhich,  for  such  solid  reasons,  he 

is  so    firmly  attached. He    pretends, 

that  he  wishes  to  see  the  system,  corrected; 
but,  then,  he  will  never  assist  incendiaries, 
in   attempts  to   effect   its  total  overthrow'. 

Now,    what    docs  he    mean  by  iht 

system  ?  Does  he  mean  corruption  ?  Is 
that  what  he  means  ?  If  it  be,  what 
dees  he  nean  by  calling  those  incendiaries, 
wiiowish  to  effect  iis  total  overthrow  ?  H(i 
would  correct  and  mnend  the  corruption ; 
but,  he  would  not  wholly  overthrow  if. 
Would  not  wholly  overthrow  corruption  ? 
And  why  not  ?  Why,  because  he  would 
lose  by  it,  to  be  sure.^    That  is  his  reason'. 

But,  he  does  not  mean  cbrruption,  he 

will  SF.y  ;  he  means,  the  kingly  gover:! men c. 
If  he  does  mean  that,  he  is  guilty  of  base 
misrepresentation,  in  holding  us  forth  as 
attempting  to  overthrovjf  it.  But,  he  can- 
not mean  that ;  for  he  says  he  would 
correct  it,  he  vi^ould  amend  it;  so  that 
he  must  mean  the  corruption,  and  no- 
thing else;  and,  what  we  must  suppose 
him  to  mean  is,  that  he  would  have  the 
corruption  so  altered  and  new-modelled  as 
not  to  give  a  handle  to  us  Jacobins.  This 
is  what  he  means  ;  and  it  is  what  is  meant 
by  all  those,  who  profess  a  desire  to  see 
a  moderate  antl  temperate  reform.  They 
would  do  just  enough  to  deceive  the  peo- 
ple afresh.  We  wish  to  destroy  c(7rn</)<2on 
and  all  the  means  of  future  corruptions. 
This  iswhat  we  want ;  and  with  any  thing 
short  of  this  we  shall  never  be  satisfied, 
and  shall  never  affect  to  be  satisfied.  The 
constitution  of  England  says>  that  no  man 
shall  be  taxed  without  his  consent.  We  have 
this  constantly  in  our  eyes  ;  and,  'till  we 
give  our  consent  to  the  taxes  by  our  real 
.202. 
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representatives,  we  shall  not  be  satisfied. 
—.The  MoRNmc  Chronicle,  it  should  be 
observed,  denies  that  the    declaration   of 
the  Prince  got  abroad  through  his  rnvn  means. 
It,  therefore,  rebuts  the  charge  of  treachery, 
in  the  following  manner,  on   the   tjth    in- 
stant.——"  The  soreness   of   the    whole 
"  tribe  of  Ministerial  Expectants,    at  the 
^'  disclosure  of  the  conditions  upon  which 
"  they  serve  the  State,  hurries  them  be- 
"  yond    the  bounds   of  decorum.     They 
"  fancy   that  they   have    discovered    the 
^source  of  our  information,  and  upon  the 
<'  supposition  that  they  have  hit  on  the 
"  truth,  they  assail  the  quarter  from  which 
♦Vthey  think  it  comes  with  every  «ort  of 
"  missile  invective,  "  There  were  but  two 
"  "  persons  present,"  they  sa}^   "  at  the 
'-'  "  conversation,   and  of  these   two,  who 
•■^ "  could  disclose  the  particulars  of  such 
"  "  an  interview  ?   Npt  Mr.  Perceval  it  is 
1'  "  obvious — and  can  it  be  believed   that 
*f  "  the  Prince  Regent  would  tell  his  con- 
"  "  fidential   conversations  with  his  Mi- 
"  "  nisters  ?"  No  ;    it  cannot  be  believed, 
"  nor  has  it  been   insinuated,  except  by 
**  the    Partizans  of  the    Minister,  that   a 
'*  syllable  of  the  confidential  conversation 
•'  came  froni   the  Prince   Regent.. .       We 
"  have  distinctly  said  that  we    received  it 
"  from    no    political    quarter    whatever, 
**  and  that  we  received  it  in  no  secrecy. 
"  The    report    has    been    universal    ior 
"  several    days,   in   all   the    higher    cir- 
'',cles  ;    and    from  whence   did    it  take 
f  wind  }    From  a  correspondence  which 
'fa  Noble    Duke  of   twenty  one    i/ears    of 
■'^  age,  in  the  indiscretion  of  lii»  disap- 
/*  pointment,   has  .shewn   to    his    friends. 
5'  Our  healed  Adversaries  call  for  proofs. 
."Here  is  the  proof.     We  refer  them  to 
•f  the  Nobleman  in  question.    They  know 
i"  him  well,  and  we  recommend   to  them 
■"J'  to  demand  the  justification  of  their  im- 
/'  maculate  Minister  at  his  hands.     Let  him 
,*'  say  whether  he   did   not  write  a  letter, 
}y  complaining  of  the  refusal  given  to  his 
■  *'  application  ;  and   let  him  uuly  slate  to 
"  them  from  whom  he  received  the  coni- 
"  rounication  of  what  passed  at  the  inter- 
"  view.     Oh  !   "  Not  from  Mr.  Perceval  it 
*'  is  obvious!"     Can  it  be  believed  that  the 
"  Prince   Regent   would   tell   the    Noble 
*'  Duke?      We  leave  this  matter   to   be 
"  settled  among  them.     It  is  their  own 
"  aftair.     They  have   provoked    the  in- 
*'  quiry,   and  they   must  not   impute   to 
"  others  what  lies  at  their  own  door.    We 
"  were  fully  justified  in   publishing  what 
"  tbey  had  themselves  disiclosed  ;  and  all 


"  that  we  think  it  incumbent  upon  us  to 
"do,  is  explicitly  to  state,  that  if  tliis. 
"  most  important  secret  (which  has  filled 
•'  the  nation  uiihjoy,}  has  come  to  light,  it 
"  is  because  "  an  old  head  is  not  placed 
"  "  upon  young  shoulders. '^  " — ■ — Here, 
then,  is  the  history  of  the  disclosure,  if 
the  whole  history  be  not  a  fabrication. 
The  reader  has  it,   however,  before  him  ; 

and  I  leave  him  to  judge  for  himself. 

As  to  my  iviihes,  hoAvever,  they  are  de- 
cidedly for  the  truth  of  the  story  ;  and,  if 
it  were  proved  to  be  true,  it  would,  in- 
deed,^// the  nation  ivithjoy ;  that  is  to  say, 
supposing  the  declaration  to  extend  to  an 
hostility  against  the  giving  of  places  of 
any  sort,  and  of  public  money  in  any  shape, 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  votes  of 
members  of  parliament.  It  would  be  good 
to  hear  His  Royal  Highness  openly  de- 
clare, that  he  would  never  sutler  military 
posts  or  employments  to  be  given  in  ex- 
change for  votes  in  Parliament ;  bat,  it 
would  not  be  enough  to  see  the  base  and 
corrupt  truckery  put  a  stop  to  in  part ; 
for,  though  the  military  department,  ex- 
tensive as  it  now  is,  and  swallowing,  as  it 
does,  twenty  millions  annually,  maybe 
made  a  very  fertile  source  of  villainous 
jobbing ;  still,  there  are  other  depart- 
ments of  equal  magnitude;  and,  I  trust; 
that  His  Royal  Highness  will  not  fail  to 
show  his  hostility  to  corruption   in  every 

department. The    language   of   the 

CouuiEB  is  a  thing  which  we  ought  td 
bear  in  mind.  We  ought  to  reaienrber, 
that  it  does  not  attempt  to  deny  the/«c/5^ 
that  it  merely  abuses  the  Prince,  if  he 
"  blabbed;"  and  that  it  crcpressrs  it  anger 
at  the  disclosure,  lest  it  should  afiord^TVi/t 

grounds  of  attack  for  the  Jacobins, -There 

has  been  gre«^  interest  excited  by  this  re- 
port ;  much  more  than  by  any  thing 
which  has  taken  place  for  »  long  while. 
The  people  are  disposed  to  believe  xt, 
because  they  ivish  it;  and,  whether  it  be 
true  or  false.  It  will,  in  some  men's  minds, 
create  great  expectation,  which,  let  us  hope, 
v.  ill  not  he  disappointed. — —Let  it  not  be 
supposed,  however,  that  1  look  upon  the 
measure  of  Parliamentary  Reform  as  de- 
pending upon  :;ny  ophiions  at  this  time 
entertained,  even  by  His  Royal  High- 
npris.  The  measure  will,  in  my  6pinion, 
come  as  necessarily  as  Christmas  wilf 
coaie.  The  necessity  of  it  will  daily 
become  more  apparent,  in  spite  of  all  the 
endeavours  made  to  misrepresent  the  mo- 
tives of  those  who-novv  are  striving  to  ob- 
tain it.    Wheiherit  ec«ae  thisyeai^oratJk-t 
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year  or.  thfi  year  after  or  five  or  six  years 
hence,  is  of,  comparatively,  little  niomeni ; 
and,  perhaps,  the  longer  it  is  dela3e(l  the 
more  Tudicul  and  cotii/pletc  it  will  be— — 
For  m\  part,  therefore,  I  am  against  all 
Comp'v)hit>cs,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  what 
is  called  itraigth,  but  which  is,  in  fact, 
Tvcakness.  1  would  not  give  a  straw  for 
the  co-operation  of  any  body,  who  is  not 
for  a  complete  reform  ;  a  total  overtltrovj  of 
corruption,  and   a  tearing  up  of  the  very 

foundaiions  of  it. Are  there,  am  I  told, 

"  tery  good  men,  txcellcntly  good  rnen,^^ 
who  a:e  not  prepared  to  go  the  full  length 
with  me.  I  am  sorry  for  it  j  but,  nothing 
can  be  clearer  than  that  they  and  I  are  not 
fit  companions  in  the  pursuit ;  and  that  we 
shall  annoy  one  another,  give  one  another 
a  great  deal  of  vexation,  without  getting 
on  one  inch  with  the  cause.  But,  my  opi- 
nion of  these  "  very  good  men,"  who  are 
r\oi  prepared  to  go  the/i://  length  of  rooting 
out  corruption,  is  not,  I  must  confess,  fa- 
vourable. In  short,  I  do  not  believe  them 
to  be  sincere.  They,  and  all  other  men, 
must  see  the  evil.  Tiiere  is  no  one  who 
can  now  plead  ignorance  of  it.  Base  in- 
deed must  be  the  man,  who  now  affects  to 
liave  his  doubts  upon  the  subject  of  the  evil. 
Therefore,  the  man  who  tuiks  to  me  of 
viodf-ralion  ixi  the  removul  of  it,  I  suspect  of 
insincerity.  I  like  better  far  the  man  who 
says  that  nothing  at  all  can  be  done  aiui 
that  nothing  ought  to  be  attempted.  By 
a  mixture,  a  sort  of  hodge-podge  of  efforts, 
nothing  ever  was  done  for  any  cause  ; 
and,  how  is  it  to  be  done  for  a  cause, 
which  has  so  many  and  such  powerful  and 

vigilant  enemies  r By  joining  ourselves 

to  those  who  would  not  wholly  overthrow 
corruption,  we  become  feeble  ;  we  Jose 
the  strength  of  our  principles,  which,  in  the 
end,  would  have  gained  us  numbers, 

JtiBiLEE     Dollars. Every    three 

days  makes  a  change  in  the  value  of  this 
precious  commodity.  They  are  now 
more  scarce  than  ever ;  and,  it  seems,  that 
now  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  get  cliange 
of  any  sort.  Even  the  shillings  and  six- 
pences are  disappearing,  though,  in  gene- 
ral, not  worth  half  their  nominal  value. 
This  is  what  staggers  the  Anti- Jaco- 
bins !  They  have  power  to  subtlue  every 
thing  but  this. — - — On  the  5th  instant, 
there  was  a  little  sparring  in  the  House  of 
Commons  about  the  Bullion  Report.  Mr. 
HoHNER  gave  notice  of  his  design  to  bring 
on  the  discussion  on  the  21)th  instant,  hint- 
ing at  the  same  time,  that  the  rise  in  the 
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price  of  the  dollar,  tended  to  confirm  the 
doctrines  of  the  Report.  He  was  re- 
proached by  Geokge  Rose  for  not  bring- 
ing it  on  sooner ;  and,  in  reply,  he  ob* 
served,  that  he  looked  with  suspicion  wt 
Geokge's  impatience ;  and  he  let  fall, 
that  lie  suspected,  that  it  was  wished  to 
get  the  discussion  over  as  a  prelude  to 
some  further  measure  respecting  the  price 

of    the    Dollar.- Mr.     Perceval    said 

someihing  in  answer  (o  Mr.  Horner;  and 
as  this  was  the  first  time,  that  the  Minis- 
ter  of  finance  opened  his  lips,  in  the 
House,  upon  the  subject  of  this  Report,  it 
is  important  to  retain  his  words. — r— "  He 
"  regretted  the  delay  which  had  taken 
"  place  ;  for  he  had  the  best  authority  for 
"  staling,  that  the  protr action  of  this  discus- 
"  sio7i  had  a  most  injurioxts  effect  vpon  the 
"  public  mind.  He  was  of  opinion,  that, 
"  whatever  might  be  ihe  decision  of  the 
"  House,  it  was  desirable  that  it  should  be 
"  speedy,  because  he  thought  the  report  it- 
"  self,  and  the  agitation  of  this  question, 
"  had  produced  a  greater  degree  of  public 
"  mischief  and  public  calamity  than  any  mea- 
*'  sure  ivhich  he  ever  remembered.  The  deci' 
"  sion  of  the  House,  he  was  of  opinion, 
"would  be  FAVOURABLE;  but  at  all 
"  events  the  question  ought  to  be  set  at 
"  rest.  As  the  Honourable  Gentleman 
"  disclaimed  any  intention  to  go  into  the 
"  discussion,  he  should  avoid  following 
"  him  into  those  topics  which  were  touch- 
"  ed  upon  by  him,  and  which  were  obvi- 
"  ously  a  part  of  the  subject.  He  agreed 
"  that  there  was  some  advantage  in  the  de- 
"  lay,  as  it  afforded  greater  time  to  collect 
"  materials  for  a  correct  decision  :  but 
•'  there  was  much  mischief  derived  from  keep- 
"  ing  the'public  mind  in  suspence  during  this 
"  interval.  He  could  not,  however,  con- 
"  cur  in  the  observation,  that  any  thing 
"  which  had   happened  tended    to  confinu 

"  the  opinions  in   the   report."- Now, 

Mr.  Perceval,  I  can  take  upon  my- 
self to  assure  you,  that  the  putting  off 
of  this  discussion  will  have  no  injurious 
efftct  whatever  upon  the/)MW«cmw2d,  which 
is,  I  believe,  as  calm  upon  the  subject,  and 
as  perfectly  resigned  to  what  is  coming, 

as  it  is  possible  for  mind  to  be. **  Mis- 

"  chief,"  Sir  !  What  mischief  has  the  Bul- 
lion Report  done  ?  De  Yonge  was  trading 
in  guineas  against  paper  long  before  the 
Bullion  Committee  was  formed,  and  the 
breakings  at  Salisbury  and  elsewhere, 
began  long  before  the  report  was  publish- 
ed. Besides,  these  bankruptcies  proceed 
not  at  all  from  the  paper  money.    They 


POLITICAL  REGISTER.— Jubilee  Dollars. 


CS76 


proceed  chiefly,  and  indeed,  1  ni.'ght  say 

wholly  from  Buonaparte's  decrees. As 

to  the  decision  of  the  House,  uhat  xriay 
you  mean  by  saying,  that  you  are  of  0|>i- 
nion  "  it  will  be  FAVOURABLE?"  Do 
yx3u  mean  favourable  as  to  the  number  of 
voles  upon  the  question ;  or,  that  it  will 
produce  a  favourable  eifect  as  to  ihe  pub- 
lic confidence  in  the  paper  ?  If  the  former, 
1  dare  say  yen  are  right  in  yuur  opinion; 
but,  if  the  latter,  you  are  positivel}'^  wrong. 
The  "  great  statesman  now  no  more,"  if 
he  was  alive,  might  talk  to  the  end  of  the 
year  without  producing  av>y  such  effect. 
Besides,  to  suppose  that  the  discussion  in 
the  House  will  produce  such  an  effect,  is 
to  throw  a  slight  upon  the  painful  labours 
of  those  profound  gentlemen,  Siu  John 
Sinclair,  Messrs.  Boase,  Fonblanque, 
CouTTs,  Trotter,  BosANauET,  Davis 
Giddy,  Chalmers  and  the  rest  of  the  tribe 
of  Anti- Jacobin  Pamphleteers,  who  have 
been  so  hard  at  work  to  make  the  good- 
natured  people  of  England  (as  the  Duke 
of  Brunswick  called  ihem)  believe  that 
paper  was  equal  in  value  tu  gold  and 
silver.  Why,  what  is  there  to  say,  after 
what  these  worthies,  and  others  of  less 
note,  have  said  ?  What  is  there  to  discuss, 
which  they  have  not  discussed,  relating  to 
the  matter? -It  is  rather  iiard,  there- 
fore, to  say  any  thing  that  may  damp  the 
ardour  of  such  zealous,  and  gallant  and 
disinterested  youths,  who  have  been  vying 
with  each  <»iher  for  the  honour  of  putting 
down  Jacobin  (juineas.— — Poor  Chal- 
mers! I  feel  most  for  him.  He  has  been 
at  work  any  time  these  last  30  years  at 
keeping  up  the  spirits  of  the  People  at 
Whitehall  and  St.  Jcwits's.  He  is  a  sort  of 
government  bottle  (rfra??j -bottle)  holder. 
Whenever  the  people  in  office  are  a  little 
Mv,  out  he  conies  with  one  of  his  pamph- 
lets, full  of  figures  about  increasing  im[iorts 
and  exports  and  the  increasing  riches  and 
power  of  Great  Britain.  lie  saw  them  a 
little  depressed  about  the  trade  and  the 
bankruptcies  and  the  bullion  ;  and  out  he 
came  with  a  pamphlet  to  their  relief;  in 
which,  so  far  from  expressing  any  appre- 
hensions of  a  depreciation  in  the  Bank 
Paper,  he  declares  that  that  Paper  has 
actually  risen  in  value  rather  more  than 
^  per  centum,  since  the  1st  January  1810! 
!Now  it  is  pity  to  damp  the  ardour  of  a 
zealous  and  disintereslied  youth  like  this, 
by  telling  us  to  wait  for  the  favourable 
effect  of  the  discussion  on  the  Bullion  re- 
port.——In  the  me;\n  while,  however,  in 
epite  of  Mr.  Davis  Gjddy  and  Mr.  Boase 


and  the  rest  of  them,  the  People  seem  to 
have  raken  a  wro;ig  turn,  and  to  have 
grown  fonder  and  ionder  of  the  metallic 
money.  Yesterday  there  was  '»  ^circular 
pardgruph  appi  artd  in  all   the  Jaliy  news- 


papers,   in    these     words 


By    the 


scarcity  of  silver  great  mconvenience 
"was  felt  at  all  the  ]  ubhc  oihces  as  well 
"  as  in  the  markets  un  Saturday  last,  and 
"  which,  required  the  receivers  and  shop- 
"  kc-epers  either  to  take  payments  short 
"  of  the  silver  fractions,  or  to  give  wr  tten 
"  acknowledgments  for  the  excess.  It  has 
"  been  a  practice  fur  soo.e  persons,  we 
"  hope  incomiJeruiely,  to  draw  on  tlieir 
"  bankers  for  such  sums  as  2/.  19*.  oc/. 
"  and  3/.  I'Js.  6d.  in  order  to  extrac;  from 
"  the  till  the  odd  silver.  This  conlrii-utes 
"  to  ihe  hoarding.  We  recommend  again  to 
''  all  persons  to  draw  only  for  even  sums  ; 
"  and  let  the  balance  of  shillings  run  on  to 
"the  next  payment.  The  jjublic  t  fiices 
"  ought  to  set  the  example,  and  tlien  a 
"  very  small  quantity  of  silver  would 
"suffice.*^ The  insertion  of  this  para- 
graph did,  I  dare  say,  cost  twenty  or 
thirty  guineas  (i  mean  pounds)  in  each 
news  paper.  Who  had  it  put  in  the  reader 
may  easily  guess  by  the  recommendation 
at  tile  close.  Oh  !  what  wise  men  these  are  ! 
Yes,  ihey  think  that  [jcopie  are  to  be  per- 
suaded uottokoard  by  being  iidd,ihal  change 
is  hcarce !  Wise  men  !  Then  we  are  told, 
in  the  same  papers,  that "  a  very  WICKED 
"  device  is  practised  by  some  of  i\w.  lowest 
"  shopkeepers  ;  they  put  up  a  bill  in  their 
"  windows  announcing,  "  Dollars  taken  at 
''  ^'  five  shi'lings  and  nine  pence" — and  they 
'•  sell  the  articles  in   which  tuey  deal  at  a 

"shilling    above     their    value.'' Oh  I 

wicked  rogues  !  Better  set  on  upon  them 
with  an  Information  Er-OJicio.  What  ! 
take  dt)liars  at  5s.  Od.  after  the  Bank  Go- 
vernors and  the  Privy  Councillors  deter- 
mined that  they  should  pass  for  5s.  Qd. 
This  must   be  a  crime  to  be  sure.     There 

must  be  seme  law  to  reach  it. 1  think, 

however,  that  there  must  be  a  mistake  as 
to  the  assertion  about  selling  the  goods 
above  their  value  ;  for,  you  mav,  I  pre- 
sume, go  to  such  shops  and  pay  any  debt 
you  owe  there  in  dollars  at  5s.  9d.  though 
the  debt  may  have  been  contracted  a  year 
ago.     This   brings  the  matter  to  issue  at 

once, But,   the  truth  is,  1  oelieve,  that 

there  is  no  tradesman,  who  would  not  wil- 
lingly take  payment  in  dollars  at  5s.  9d. 
The  scarcity  of  chaiige  in  the  country  was 
mf:n!ioned  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on 
Monday,  by  Lord  Folk|; stone,  and  also 
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bv  Mr.  G.  Vansittart  ;  and,  indeed, 
nothing  can  be  more  obvicjs,  that  such 
scarcity  7nust  exist  and  niusl  increase  till 
there  is  no  gold  and  silver  Ic-ff  in  circula- 
tion, unless  a  rtmcdij  We  S[)eedil.y  adoiited, 
and  of  which  remedy  lam  ia  possession,  and, 
I  had  almost  said,  exclusive  possession  -,  but, 
I  do  not  choose  to  communicite  it  to  the 

world. Aye!  I  am  aware,  thut  there 

are  people  to  laugh  at  ifi\r  for  saying  this ; 
and,  1  have  only  to  langh  at  them  in  re- 
turn. We  shall  sue  whose  side  the 
laughers  will  be  oi"  at  last.  It  is  the  end 
that  settles  questions  of  wisdom  as  well  as 
questions  of  war. AU  seems  to  be  go- 
ing on  so  prosperously  ;  every  tiling  thrives 
with  us  so  ;  "  the  king  is  ^omg  on  ivell;" 
the  armies  are  going  on  well ;  the  conso- 
lidated fund  is  going  on  well ;  every  thing 
is  gioing  on  well  but  this  little  thing  about 
the  paper- money.  It  is  so  vexatious  tlia? 
this  should  be  so  perverse,  and  thus  dnsh 
the  cup  of  our  happiness.  So  happy  a 
people  as  we  are  in  every  other  respect, 
too  !   Really,-  this  thing  should  be  tackled 

some  how  or  other, Bat,  at  any  rate, 

the  Jacobins  and  Levellers  (timt  is  to  say, 
the  Parliamentary  Reformers)  have  had  no- 
thing at  all   to  do  witii   the  matter.     The 
rival  parties  have  had  the  thing  in  their  own 
hands;   and,  be  it  remembered,  botk  par- 
ties have    praised   Pitt  and   his  system. 
Both  parties  have  made  that  system  their 
own;    ■Am],  for    my  part,  I  shall    always 
thmk  it  unfair  to  impute  any  share  of  the 
evil,  to    Mr.  Perceval  and  his  people  ex- 
clusively.  The  old  full-blooded  Anti- 
Jacobins   were,   at   first,  a  little   struck  at 
the  ad.  being  ciai-ped  on  upon  the  dollar; 
but,  thinki?ig,  r  suppose,  that  they  would 
only  get  laughed  at  for  their  long  faces, 
they  have  put  on   an   incessant  grin,  like 
that  of  their  great  leader  Pitt,  and  tell 
you,  that  it  is  "very  proper  indeed;"  a 
very  proper  step  on  the  part  of  "  His  Ma- 
"jcsty's    Government."       How    they     will 
look,  and  what   they  will    say,  when  the 
small   notes  come  out,    I    know  not  ;  but, 
that  5s.  and   10*.  notes   must  be  made,   1 
think,  is  evident.     For,  as  to    raising  the 
nominal  value  of  the  dollar,  it  is  of  no 
use.     There  are  some   shops,  1  am  told, 
taking  the  dollar,  in  payments  of  goods  or 
of  debts,  at  6s.      And,  who   can    suppose, 
that   the   value   will   not  rise.i*      Let  ihs. 
Bank   make  the  nominal   price    10.9,   and 
people  will    take  the  dollar   next  day  at 

12$.  and  very  soon  at  20s. This  is   all 

very  natural.     It   is   according  to  a   law 
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ficient    to   direct   men  iti  these    ro^tteri. 

A  correspondent  -'xpresses  his  doubts 

as    to    my    information,     pubbahed     on 
the    27t.h    March    (page    Tt?),     respect- 
nig  the   coins  in  France.     He   need    have 
none.      I   htd    tliat    information    from    a 
gentlcnan,  who  had  the  he-if  possible  vi^nns 
of  ascertaining  the  fact,     Lideed,  I  bylieve, 
he  took  it  down   from  the  mouths  of  ivit- 
nesses  examined  upon   oath.       In    short,    I 
pledge  myself  for  the  truth  of  every  part 
of  the  statement.     And,   that    statement 
being  true,  the  fact  is  certain,  that  there 
is  no  rise  at  all  of  gold  and  silver  upon  ike 
continent;  because,  if  there  were  such  rise, 
it  is  manifest,  that  the   old  French  coins 
wouhl  not  pass  current  at  LESS  than  their 
former  nominal  value.     This  is  a  proof  in- 
dubitat)le.     There  is  no  gainsaying  it.    If 
anold  French  crown  passes  current  atDun- 
kirk  and  Calais  for  LESS  than  its  former 
noaiinal  value,   it  is  ivipossible  that  silver 
can  have  risen  in  price   at  Dunkirk  and 
Calais.     Here  the  dollar  AeL'/Js  rising.     Its 
real  former  value  was  4s.  C)d.    It  then  be- 
came 4-s.  yd.  iiext  5s.  now  5s.  6d.     Here, 
then,   it   may    be    said,    that    silver   has 
RISEN  in  price,   or,  which  is  more  cor- 
rect, that  paper  has  I'allen   in   price,  but, 
upon  the  continent  the  reverse  is  manifestly 
the  cose,  and  well  it  may,  seeing  that  the 
far  greater  part  of  our  gold  and  silver  is 
gone  to  the  continent ;  and  this   is  the  real 
cause  of  the  old  French  crown  now  pass- 
ing for  less  than  its  forltner  nominal  value. 

Portugal,     The  War. The  reader 

will  find  the  English  account  of  what  is 
going  on  in  Portugal,  and  also  llie  French 
account,  if  I  can  find  room  for  it. — —The 
reader  will  see,  that  the  commanders  are 
as  well  matched  upon  paper  as  they  are 

npon  land.- 1  shall  oiler  some  remarks 

upon  their  dispatches  in  my  next. 

WK  COBBETT. 

State  Prison,  Nexogate,  Tuesday, 
April  Q,  1811.^ 


of  nature  almost.    Instinct  is  nearly  suf- 
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Portugal.  The  War, Dispatches  front 

Lord  Talavera  to  the  War  Stcretari/,  dated 
at  Villa  Seca,  1 4  March,  and  at  Louzao, 
1 G  March,  i  8 II . — Published,  in  London, 
7  April,  1811. 

Villa  Seca,  1 4  March,  1811. 

The  enemy  retired  from  their  position 

which  they  had  occupied  at  Santarem  and 

the  neighbourhood  in  the  night  of  the  5th 
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and    never   lost 
vision    and  the 


inst.     I  put  the  British  army  in  motion  to 
foljow  tbem  on  the  morning  of  the   6th. 
Their  first  movements  indicated  an  inten- 
tion to  collect  a  force  at  Thomar,  and   I 
therefore  marohed  upon  that!  town,  on  the 
Slh,  a  considerable  body  of  troops,  formed 
of  a  part  of  Marshal  Sir  William  Beres- 
ford's   corps,    under    Major-General    the 
Hon.  William  Stewart,  which  had  crossed 
the  Tagus  at  Abrantes,  and  afterwards  the 
Zezere,  and   of  the  4ih  and  6lh,  and  part 
of   the   Isl  divisions  of  infan'ry,  and  two 
brij^ades  of  Bii'.ish  cavalry.     The  enemy, 
however,  coniiuued  iis  march  towards  the 
Mondego,  having  one   corps,  the  2d,  on 
the  road   of  Espinliel  ;   General  Loison's 
division  oil  the  road   of   Anci^o,  and   the 
remainder  of  the  army  towards    Pombal 
These  last  were  foUowi  d, 
sight    of,    by  the  li^ht    di 
royal  dragoons,  and  the  1st  hussars,   who 
took  from  ihem  about  200  prisoners. — On 
the  9'h  ihe  enemy  collected   in   front  of 
Pombiil  the  Gth  corps,  with  the  exception 
of  General  Loisoii's  division,  the  8th  corps, 
and  the  ninth  corps,  and  General   Mont- 
brun's  division  of  cavalry.     The  hussars, 
ivhich,  with  the  royal  dragoons   and  light 
division,  were  imriiediaiely  in  front  of  the 
enemy^s  army,  distinguished   themselves 
in  a  charge   which  they  made  on  this  oc- 
casion,  under   the    command   of  Colonel 
Arenschidit.     A  detachment  of  the   16th 
light   dragoons,    under    Lieut.    Weyland, 
which    had    been  in   observation  of    the 
enemy  near  Lyria,  made  prisoners  a  de- 
tachment, consisting  of  30  dragoons,  on 
that  morning;   and  had  followed  the  ene- 
my from  Lyria,  and  arrived  on  the  grountl 
just  in  time  to  assist  their  friends  the  hus- 
sars in  this  charge.     I  could  not  collect  a 
sufficient  body  of  troops  to  commence  an 
operation   upon  the  enemy  til!  the  1  Ith. 
On  that  day,  the  1st,  .3d,  '1th,  5th,  and  Olh, 
and  the  light   divisions  oi*  infantry,  and 
General    Pack's  brigade,  and  all  the  Bri- 
tish cavalry,  joined  upon  the  ground  im- 
mediately in  front  of  the  enemy,  who  had 
commenced   their  retreat  from  their  posi- 
tion during  the  night.     They  were  follow- 
ed by  the  light  division,  the   hussars  and 
royals,  and  Brigadiier-General  Pack's  bri- 
gade under  ihe  iommand  of  Major-Ge- 
Heral   Sir  William  Erskine   and    Major- 
Getieral  Slade,  and  made  an  attempt  to 
hold  the  ancient  castle  of  Pombal,  from 
-  which  they  were  driven;    but   the    0th 
'  corps  ahd  General  Montbrun's  cavalry, 
yVfhich  foi^ned   the' rear ■^gtiard,  supported 
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other  side  of  the  town,  the  troops  not  hav« 
ing  arrived  in  time  to  complete  disposi- 
tions to  attack  them  before  it  was  dark. 
Upon  this  occasion  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Elder's  battalion  of  Portuguese  ca^adores 
distinguished  themselves.  The  enemy  re- 
tired in  the  night;  and  on  the  12th,  the 
6th  corps,  with  General  Monlbran's  ca- 
valry, took  up  a  strong  position  at  the  end 
of  a  defile  between  Redinha  and  Pombal, 
with  their  right  in  a  wood  upon  the  Soure 
river,  and  heir  left  extending  towards  the 
high  grf)und  above  the  river  of  Redinha. 
I  his  town  was  in  the  rear.  1  attacked 
them  in  this  position  on  the  12lh,  with 
the  3<1  and  4lh  light  divisions  of  infantry^ 
and  Brigadier  General  Pack's  brigade, 
and  the  cavalry,  the  other  troops  being 
in  reserve.  The  post  in  the  wjod  upon 
their  right  was  fust  forced  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Erskine  with  the  ligiit  division; 
We  were  then  able  to  form  the  troops  in 
the  plain  beyond  the  defile  ;  and  the  ^Sd 
division  unticr  Major  General  Picton  were 
formed  in  two  lines  in  the  ceiHre,  having 
General  Pack's  i)rigade  supporting  their 
right,  and  communicating  with  the  3d 
division;  and  the  light  division  in  two 
lines  on  the  left.  These  troops  were  sup- 
ported in  the  rear  by  the  British  cavalry  ; 
and  the  1st,  5th,  and  6ih  divisions  were  in 
reserve.  The  troops  were  formed  with 
great  accuracy  and  celerity,  and  Lieute- 
nant-General  Sir  B.  Spencer  led  the  line 
against  the  enemy's  position  on  the  heights, 
from  which  they  were  immediately  driven, 
with  the  loss  of  many  men  killed  and 
wounded, and  some  prisoners.  Major  Gen. 
sir  William  Erskine  particuhnly  mention- 
ed the  conduct  of  the  52d  reuiment,  and 
Colonel  Elder's  cacadores,  in  the  attack  of 
the  wood,  and  I  must  add,  that  I  have 
never  seen  the  French  infantry  driven 
tjrom  a  vVood  in  a  more  gallant  stylf. 
There  was  but  one  narrow  bridge,  and  a 
ford  close  to  it,  over  the  Redinha  river, 
over  which  our  light  troops  passed  with 
the  enemy  ;  but  as  the  enemy  commanded 
these  passages  with  cannon^  some  time 
elapsed  before  we  could  pass  ov«r  a  suffi- 
cient body  of  troops  to  make  a  fresh  dis- 
position to  attack  the  heights  on  which 
they  had  again  taken  post.  The  3d  divi- 
sion crossed,  howfever,  and  manceuvered 
again  upon  the  enemy's  left  flank,  while 
the  light  infantry  and  cavalry,  supported 
by  the  light  division,  drove  them  upon 
their  main  body  at  Condeixa.  The  light 
infantry  of  Major-General  Picton 's  divi- 
$ion>  under  Lieut.  Coli  Williams,  and  tlic 
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4th  ca^adores,  uoder  Colopel  de  Regoa, 
were  principally  conceinedf  in  this  opera- 
tion. We  found  the  whole  army  yestcf- . 
day,  with  the  exception  of  the  second^ 
corps,  which,,  was  still  at  Espinhal,  in  a^ 
very  strong  posiiien  at  Condeixa;  and  I 
observed,  that  they  were  sending  off  thi;^Ir 
baejgage  bj'  the  road  <if  Ponte  de  Mur- 
cella.  From  this  circumstance  1  concluded 
that  Colonel  Trant  had  not  given  up 
Goimbra  ;  and  that  thf y  had  not  been 
able  to  detach  troops  to  force  him  from 
the  place.  I  therefcre  marched  the  3d 
division,  under  Pvlajor- General  Picton, 
tlirough  the  mountains  upon  the  enemy's 
left,  towards  the  only  road  open  for  their 
retreat ;  which  had  the  immediate  effect 
of  tiislodging  them  from  the  strong  posi- 
tion of  Condeixa  ;  and  the  enemy  en- 
camped last  night  at  Ciizal  Nova  in  the 
mountains^  about  a  league  from  Condeixa. 
—We  immediately  communicated  with 
Coirabra,  and  made  prisoners  a  detachment 
of  ihe  enemy's  cavalry  which  were  upon 
the  road. — We  found  the  6lli  and  8lh 
corps  foiined  in  a  very  strong  position 
near  Ca;3a!  Nova  this  morning,  and  the 
light  division  attacked  and  drove  in  their 
out-posts:  but  we  could  dislodge  them 
from  their  positions  onljr  by  movements  on 
their  flunk*;.  Accordmgly  1  moved  the 
4ih  division  under  Major-General  Cole 
upon  Panel  la,  in  order  to  secure  the  pas- 
sage of  the  river  Esa,  an!  the  communi- 
cation with  Espitdiel,  near  which  place 
]VI:>jor-General  Nij;atingall  had  been  in 
observation  of  the  movements  of  the  '2d 
corps  since  th\  10th  ;  and  the  3d  division, 
wndtr  Majoi -General  Picton,  more  imme- 
diately round  the  enemy's  left,  while  the 
light  division  and  Brigadier-General  Pack's 
brigade,  under  Major-General  Sir  W. 
Erskine,  turned  their  right ;  and  Major- 
General  Alexander  Campbell,  with  the 
Oth  division,  supported  the  light  troops 
by  which  they  were  attacked  in  front. 
These  troops  weresupported  by  the  cavalry, 
and  by  the  Isst  and  5th  divisions,  and  Co- 
lonel Ashworth's  brigade  in  reserve. ^ — 
Tiiese  movements  obliged  the  enemy  to 
abandon  all  liie  positions  which  they  suc- 
cessively took  in  the  jiM>untains  ;  and  the 
two  corps  d'armee,  composing  the. rear- 
guard, were  flung  back  upon  the  main 
body  at  Miranda  de  Corvo,  upon  the 
river  E^a,  with  considerable  loss  of 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  In  the 
operations  of  this  daVj  the  43d,  52d,  and 
U5th  regiments,  and  3d  ca^adores,  under 
the  command  6f  Colonels  Drttflamond  and 
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BecHwith,  and  Major  Patrickson,  X-ieut. 
Colonel  Ro.l9,  and  Majors  GilmouT  aittfv 
Stewart,  paiticulaily  distinguished  iKcimr'l, 
selves ';  as  also  ihe  light  infantry  balta--'- 
lions  of  General  Picton's  division  undet" 
Lieuteiitnt  (joionel  "Winiams,  and'the  4th  ' 
ca(.  J  Awes  liuder' Colonel  de  Kegoa,  and 
tfie  troops  of  liorse-artilltry  under  the 
command  pCtptAins  Ross  and  Bull.  The 
result  of  those  operations  has  been  that 
we  have  saved  Coimbra  and  Upper  Beira 
froni  the  enemy's  ravages,  and  we  have 
opened  the  communications  with  the 
northern  provinces,  and  we  have  obliged 
the  enemy  to  take  for  their  retreat  the 
road  by  Ponte  de  Murcella,  in  which 
they  may  be  annoyed  by  the  militia  acting 
in  security  upon  their  flank,  while  the 
Allied  Army  will  press  upon  their  rear. 
The  whole  country,  however,  affords 
many  advantageous  positions  to  a  retreat- 
ing army,  of  which  the  enemy  have  shew'n 
that  they  know  how  to  avail  themselves. 
— The}'  are  retreating  from  the  country  as 
they  entered  it,  in  one  solid  mass  ;  cover- 
ing  their  rear  on  every  march  by  the  ope- 
rations of  either  one  or  two  corps  d'armee, 
in  the  strong  positions  which  the  country 
affords  ;  which  corps  d'armee  are  closely 
supported  by  the  main  body.  Before 
they  quitted  their  position  they  destroyed 
a  part  of  their  cannon  and  ammunition  ; 
and  they  have  siirce  blown  up  whatever 
the  horses  were  unable  to  draw  away. 
They  have  no  provisions  excepting  what 
they  plunder  on  the  spot  ;  or,  having 
plundered,  what  the  soldiers  carry  on  their 
backs  ;  and  live  cattle.  I  am  concerned 
to  be  obliged  to  add  to  this  account,  that 
their  conduct  throughout  this  retreat  has 
been  marked  by  a  barbarity  seldom  equal- 
led, and  never  surpassed.  Even  in  the 
townsofTorresNovas,  Thomar,  andPerneSj 
in  which  the  head- quarters  of  some  of  the 
corps  had  bgen  for  four  months,  and  in 
which  the  inhabitants  had  been  induced 
by  promises  of  good  treatment  to  remain, 
they  were  plundered,  and  many  of  their 
houses  destroyed  on  the  night  the  enemy 
withdrew  from  their  position  ;  and  thev 
have  since  burnt  every  town  and  village 
through  which  they  have  passed.  The  con- 
vent of  Alcoba(;a  was  burnt  by  order  from 
the  French  head-quarters.  The  Bishop's 
Palace,  and  the  whole  town  of  Leyria,  in 
which  General  Drouet  iiad  had  his  head 
quarters,  shared  the  same  fate  ;  and  there 
is  not  an  inhabitant  of  the  country  of  any 
class  or  description,  who  has  had  any 
dealing  or  communication  with  the  French 
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army>  who  has  not  had  reason  to  repent 
of  it.  anil  to  cuniijlain  ot  them. — This  is 
the  mode  in  which  the  promises  have 
been  pcrforrhed,  and  the  assurances  have 
been  fulfilled,  v/hich  were  held  out  in 
the  Proclamation  of  the  French  Coni- 
nmnijer  in  Chief :  in  which  he  told  the 
inhabitants  of  Portugal,  th  <t  .le  was  not 
come  to  make  war  upon"  them,  but  with  a 
powerful  army  of  one  nundred  and  ten 
thousand  men,  to  drive  iht  English  into 
the  sea.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  exani- 
pif  of  what  has  occiiritd  in  this  country 
will  teach  tha  people  of  this  and  of  other 
nations  what  value  they  oughi  to  place  on 
such  premises  and  assurances,  and  that 
there'  is  no  security  for  lite,  or  for  any 
thing  which  renders  life  valuable,  except- 
ing in  decided  resistance  lo  the  enemy. 
I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  returns  of 
killed  and  wounded  in  the  several  aflairs 
with  the  enemy  since  they  commenced 
their  retreat.  I  have  received  the  most 
able  and  cordial  assistance  throughout 
these  operations  from  Lieuenant  General 
Sir  Brent  Spencer  and  Marshal  Sir  W. 
J^eresford,  whom  I  had  requested  to  cross 
the  Tagus,  and  who  has  been  with  me 
since  the  1  I'lh  instant  ;  from  iVLjor  Ge- 
nerals Sir  W.  Erskine,  PiClon,  Cole,  and 
Campbell,  Major  General  Slade  and  Ma- 
jor General  the  Honourable  C.  Colville, 
and  the  General  and  other  officers  com- 
manding brigades  under  their  orders  res- 
pectively. I  am  particularly  indebted  to 
ihe  Quarter- Master-General  Colonel  Mur- 
ray for  the  assistance  I  have  received  from 
him,  and  the  Deputy  Adjutant-General 
the  hon.  Colonel  Pakenham,  and  the  Offi- 
cers of  the  Adjutant  and  Quarter-Master 
General's  depaitments,  as  also  to  those  of 
my  personal  Stafli  who  have  given  me 
every  assistance  in  their  power. — I  am 
sorry  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  Ba- 
dajos  surrendered  on  the  1  1th  inst. 

Louxao,  March  1 G. 
M;ijor-General  Cole  joined    Major-Ge 


cases  of  men  and  animals,  and  destroyed 
carriages  and  baggage.  We  found  the 
enemy's  whole  army  yesterday  in  a  very 
strong  position  on  the  Ceira,  having  one 
corps  as  an  advanced  guard  in  frorit  of 
Foy  d'Aronce  on  this  side  of  the  river,  I 
immediictely  nmde  arrangements  to  drive 
in  the  advanced  gsuud,  preparatory  to  the 
movements  which  it  might  bo  expedient 
to  make  to  cross  the  Ccira  this  morrhng. 
Biigadier-General  Pack's  brigade  had 
bcetn  detached  in  t.he  morning  through 
the  mountains  to  the  left  as  well  to  turn 
the  enemy  in  his  position  at  Miranda  de 
Coi  vo  as  in  vievi^  to  any  others  they  might 
take  up  on  this  side  of  the  Ceira,  The 
light  division,  under  INIajor  General  Sir 
W.  Erskine,  was  ordered  to  possess  some 
heights  imirediately  above  Foy  d'Aronce, 
while  MaJL>r-General  PicLon's  division  was 
moved  along  the  g\'eat  road  to  attack  the 
left  of  the  enemy's  position  and  of  the 
village. — The  6!h  division,  under  Major- 
GeneraiCaaipbeil,and  the  hussars  and  iOth 
light  dragoons, .  supported  the  light  divi- 
sion, and  the  1st  division  and  the  L4-ih  and 
rojal  dragoons,  the  third.  These  move- 
ments succeeded  in  forcing  the  enemy  to 
abandon  his  strong  positions  on  this  side 
of  the  Ceira,  with  considerable  loss. 
The  Colonel  of  the  39th  regiment  was 
made  prisoner.  The  light  troops  of  Ge- 
neral Picton's  division  under  Lieut.- Col. 
WiJIiams,  and  those  of  Major-General 
Nightingaii's  brigade,  weie  principally 
engaged  on  the  right,  and  the  95th  regi- 
ment in  front  of  the  light  division  ;  and 
these  troops  behaved  in  the  most  gallant 
manner.  The  horse  artillery,  likewise, 
under  Captains  Ross  and  Bull,  distin- 
guished themselves  upon  this  occasion. 
Tlie  troops  took  much  baggage  and  some 
amiiiunition-carriages  in  Foy  d'Aronce. 
1  had  been  prevented  from  moving  till  a 
late  hour  in  the  morning  by  the  fog  ;  and 
it  was  dark  by  the  titne  vve  gained  posses- 
sion of  the  last    positioH  of  liie  enemy's 
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neral  Nightingall  at  Espinhel  on  the  at-  j  advanced  gnud.  In  the  night  the  enemy 
ternoon  of  the  14-th,  and  this  movement, 
by  vvhii,h  the  Esa  vvas  passed,  and  which 
gave  us  the  power  of  turning  the  strong 
position  of  Miranda  de  Corvo,  induced 
the  enemy  to  abandon  it  on  that  night. 
They  destroyed  at  this  place  a  great  num- 
ber of  carriages,  and  biiried  and  other- 
wise destroyed  or  conceah;d  the  ammu- 
nition which  they  had  carried  ;  and 
they  likewise  burnt  much  of  their  bag- 
gage :  and  the  road  throughout  the  march 
from  Miranda  is  strewed  with  the  car- 


Return  of  the  Killed,  Wounded,  and 
Missing  of  the  British  and  Portuguese 
Forces  in  the  several  affairs  wiih  the 
French  Army,  from  the  6th  to  the  13th 
of   March,  1811. 
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■ll//i  March. — 11  rank  and  file  killed  ; 
2  E  istgns,  2  serjeantis,  10  rank  and  filf, 
woi-ndeil. 

V2tn  Mmx-h. — 17  rank  and  file,  3  horses, 
killed;  3  Captains,  5  Lieutenants,  3  En- 
signs, I  Su^ft".  7  serj'  arits,  153  rank  and  file, 
4  hordes,  vvynndcd  :  1  Serjeant,  14  rank 
and  file,  ntissing. 

\^th  lj.:rch. —  1  Lieutenant,  It  rank  and 
fiL-,,  killed  ;  1  Wajor,  5  C.ptains,  4  Lieu- 
tenants, 1  Ensign,  12  sefjeants,  112  rank 
and  file,  wounded  ;   4  rank  and  file  missing. 

I5i/i  March. — 2  Lieutenants,  1  Serjeant. 
6  ra.ik  and  file,  killed;  1  Lieutenant,  1 
Ensign,  1  serjeant,  5d  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 

Names  of  Officers  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  of  the  Army  under  the  Corn- 
nj?>nd  of  Lieui.-Gen.  Lord  Viscount 
Wellington,  K.  B.  in  the  several  affairs 
with  tiie  French  Arn:iy,  from  the  6th 
to  the  14th  of  March,  181 1,  inclusive, 

I  iTH  MARCH. 

1st  Bat.  95Lh  Eoot. — Second  Lieut.  Kop- 
%vonii,  wounded, 

3d  Cacadores — Ensign  Joze  Joaquim 
Figeo,  severely  wounded. 

!2th  March. 

2d  Bat.  5th  Foot — Lieut.  Gierke,  severe- 
ly wounded. 

1st  iJat.  45th  Foot — Lieut.  March, 
slightly  wounded. 

1st  Bat.  52d  Foot — Lieut.  Cross,  Ensign 
Litturd,    Adjutant  Wintevbottom,    wouad 
ed. 

1st  Bat.  SSth  Foot-T-Lieut,  Heppenstal, 
Slightly  wounded. 

94th  Foot — Captain  Bogue,  severely 
wounded. 

1st  Bat.  95th  Foot— Lieut.  Beckwilh, 
wounded. 

1st  Cacadores — Captain  Chapnaan,  95th 
Foot,  ditto. 

1  Itli  Portuguese  Regiment — Capt.  Wal- 
dron,  27th  Foot,  ditto. 

4ihCa9adores — Ensign  JozeFiIicissiuio, 
ditto. 

6lh  Ditto — Ensign  Joze  P.  de  ('arlo, 
ditto. 

14th  march. 

1st  Bat.  52d  Foot— Lieut.  Thomas  Gif- 
ford,  killed. 

1st  Bat.  43d  Foot — Capt.  Napier,  severe- 
ly wounded,  Captain  Dalzeil,  slightly 
woundfd  ;  Ensign  Carroll,  severely 
wounded 

I  St  Bat.  52d  Foot—Captain  George  Na- 
pier, severely  wounded  :  Capt.  William 
Mein,  slightly  wounded ;  Capt.  Williarn 
Jones,  severely  wounded. 
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5th  Bat.    60th    Foot — Lieut.    Wynne^ 


slightly  wounded. 

74th  Foot — Lieut.  Crabb,  ditto. 

1st  Bat.  95th  Foot — Major  Stewart,  se- 
verely wounded,  (since  dead)  :  Lieut. 
Strode  wounded, 

1st  Ca9^dores — Lieut.  Joaquim  Manuel, 
wounded. 

15th  march. 

5th  Bat.  60th  Foot.— Lieut.  Sawatzky, 
killed. 

1st  Bat.  8Sth  Foot. — Lieut.  Heppenstal, 
ditto. 

Isf  Bat.  95th  Foot.— First  Lieut.  M'CuU 
loch,  severely  wounded ;  Second  Lieut. 
Kincan-d,  slightly  wounded. 

Foreign- Office,  April  6. — A  dispatch  was 
received  this  morning  by  theMaiquis  Wel- 
lesiey  from  Charles  Stuart,  E.sq.  his  Ma- 
jesty's Minister  at  Lisbon,  of  which  the 
following  is  an  extract  : 

Lisbon,  March  23,  1811. 
The  army  of  General  Massena  continues 
to  retreat  towards  the  frontier,  and  every 
march  is  taciliiated  by  the  abandonment 
of  wounded,  the  destruction  of  baggage, 
and  whatever  can  encu.mber  their  move- 
ment. They  atteiiipted  during  the  ISth 
and  19th  to  make  a  stand  in  the  Sierra  de 
Moita,  but  they  wf  re  driven  from  that  po- 
sition with  the  loss  of  600  prisoners  on  the 
19th.  On  the  21st  they  reached  Galiza. 
The  British  head-quaners  were  at  Pom- 
beiro  on  the  11th,  and  m  Aigazii  on  the 
20th.  The  cavalry  and  light  troops  conti- 
nued in  sigh-  of  the  French  rear-guaui,  and 
the  movement  of  ttif  ?-liied  army  along  the 
skirts  ot  the  Estrella,  which  flank  the  po- 
sitions in  the  valley  of  the  Mondego,  pro- 
mise^  new  impediments  to  their  retreat. 
The  accounts  from  the  frontier  of  Spanish 
Esuemadura  state  that  the  greater  p^rt  of 
the  French  force  which  came  from  Aiida- 
lusia  have  returned  to  that  province. 
Marshal  Soult  moved  in  the  middle  of  the 
month  towafds  Seville  at  the  head  of  4000 
infantry  and  1500  cavrdry.  .No  consider- 
able force  has  been  left  in  the  town  of  Ba- 
dajos.  T^e  siege  of  Camjio  Major  conti- 
nued during  the  l9th,  20th  and  21st.  A 
breach  having  been  effected,  the  place  ca- 
pitulated on  tUemorning  of  the  latter  day. 
The  garrison,  in  number  about  250  militia, 
have  remained  prisoners  of  war.  The 
French  force  beforf  the  place  consisted  of 
4000  infantry  and  5O0  cd'valry.  The  ad- 
vanced guard  of  Marshal  Beresford  reached 
Portabgre  On  the  20th,  where  that  officer 
was  expected <ja  the  following  day. 
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Portugal.      The   War. T/ta  Portu-  I 

guese  Papers  contain  a   dispatch  from 
\iLord  Wdliirgton,  to  Sdtinor  M.  P.  For- 
liifas,  dated  the  1  Uh  of  March,  conlninmg 
i- imprecisely  tlit  same   details  as  those  in  our 
inGazelte  Extraordinary,  to  xvhich,  hmvever, 
are  added,   the  foUoxviri'^  particulars  re- 
specting Bad'ijos,  and  his  own  intentions, 
hud  his  reinforcements  from  England  ar- 
:>.'■  rived  at  tlie  time  he  expected  than, 

I  am  much  concerned,  however,  to  have 
to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  town 
of  !Badajos  surrendered  ou  the  11th  insi, 
to  the  enemy.  Though  1  have  not  yet 
learned  all  the  circumstances  of  this 
event,  I  can  have  no  doubt  with  respect 
to  the  fact.  From  the  moment  when  the 
enemy  entered  Estremadura,  and  employ- 
ed his  forces  against  that  place,  my  atten- 
tion was  called  and  directed  to  the  means 
of  saving  it. — -Antecedent  to  the  unfortu- 
nate battle  of  the  19th  of  February,  1  de- 
termined to  reinforce  the  Spanish  army, 
in  order  to  oblige  the  enemy  to  raise  the 
siege  of  that  place,  and  I  should  have 
carried  into  eft'ect  this  my  determination, 
had  1  been  joined  by  the  reinforcements 
which  I  expected  to  arrive  in  the  Tagus 
about  the  end  of  the  month  of  January. — 
The  battle  of  the  I9lh  of  February  de- 
stroyed the  Spanish  troops  on  whose  aid 
and  co-operation  1  had  depended.  It  was, 
in  consequence,  impossible  to  dttach  a 
giifficient  number  of  troops  to  eflect  the 
object  I  had  in  view.  I  determined,  how- 
ever, after  the  arrival  of  the  reinforce- 
ments, though  the  enemy  should  not  have 
retired  from  his  position  on  the  Tagus,  to 
attack  him,  should  the  state  of  the  roads 
permit. — The  reinforcements  arrived  in 
the  beginning  of  March,  but  had  not  then 
joined  the  army,  and  in  the  night  of  tbe 
5lh  the  enemy  retired  from  the  position 
he  occupied.  On  the  tith  inst.  I  desired 
General  Leite,  the  Governor  of  Elvas,  to 
communicate  to  the  Governor  of  Badajos, 
by  means  of  signals,  or  in  anj'  other  man- 
ner which  might  best  suit,  that  Massena 
liad  begun  to  retreat,  and  that  he  might 
be  assured  that  I  would  succour  him  as 
soon  as  possible;  in  the  mean  time  1  trust- 
ed that  he  would  defend  the  place  to  the 
last  extremity. — I  had  in  consequence 
made  every  arrangement  to  detach  a  body 
of  troops  when  the  enemy  should  leave 
the  Tagus  and  the  Zezere,  and,  accord- 
ingly, with  this  view,  troops  marched 
from  Thomar  on  the  Qth,  as  ility  did  abo 
frona,  o^h^j  points ;  that  jpftft^of  tiie.ctyps 


of  Marshal  Beresfofd    which   bad   taken 
post  on  tire  o,her  side  of  the   Tagus,  and 
the  vanguard  of  which  had   advanced  to 
within  three   marches  of  the   fortress  of 
Eivas. — On  the  morning  of  the  9th  I  re- 
ceived at  Thomar  intelligence  of  the  most 
favourable  kind  from  Badajos,  by  which  li 
was  induced  to  belie\'e  nut  only  that  the- 
place  was  not  in  any  actual  danger,  but 
that  the  fire  made  on  the  enemy  was  much 
superior    and    etiectual    to  that  received 
from   him;  and  that,  with  the  exception 
of  the  loss  sustained  in  the  death  of  Ge- 
neral Mcnacho,  it  had  sutfi^red  very  little; 
that  there  was  no  want  of  provisions  or 
ammunition,  and  that  it  was,  in  lact,  in  so 
good  a  condition,  that  it  was   probable   it 
might  hold  out  a  month. — General  Imaz, 
a  person  of  equal  reputation  with  the  late 
Goverrtor,   succeeded    to   the    command,,, 
and  the  greatest  confidence  was   reposed* 
in  him  ;  but  he  surrendered  to  the  enemy 
on  the  day  following  that  on  which  he 
received   my   assurances  of  succour ;    at 
the  same  time  that  lurged  him  to  defend 
it  to  the  last  extremity. — It  is  useless   to 
make   any   reflection    on    the    facts  here 
stated.    The  Spanish  nation  has  lost  in  the 
course  of  two  months  the  fortresses  of  Tor-: 
tosa,  Olivcnza,  and  Badajos,  without  anyi, 
sufficient    cause — and 
Marshal    Soult,   with 
which    never    was    supposed    to    exceed 
20,000  men,  besides  the  capture  of  th^sj 
two  last  places,   has   made   prisoners   andr 
destroyed  above  22,000  Spanish  troops.    I-, 
have  the  honour  to  remain,  with  seotiment^j 
of  esteem  and  consideration,  your  Excel^p 
lency's  most  faithful  servant,  jj 

Wellington,  vjj 
Head-quarters,  Villa  Seca,  March  1 4,  J  8 1 1  e ; 

In  a  second  dispatch  to  M.  de  porjus,  duieq,. 
March    1 6,  Lord    Wellington  writes  oi*^ 
follows:  ,\ 

After  I  had  sent  off  to  your  Excel leucjTl' 
my   former    dispatch  of  the  date  of  the] 
14th,  I  learned    some    further   particular*;^ 
lelative   to  the  surrender  of  Badajos.     It 
appears  that  the  enemy  had  on  the  9th 
m:ide  a  breach  nearly  J  8  feet  in  breadth,^ 
b'jt  wJiich  was  not  practicable. — On  the")  > 
same  day  the  Govei^or  of  the  place  ac~v' 
kuovvledged  the  signal  and  the  receipt  of') 
the  message  I  had  sent  to  him ;    on   tbe> 
10th  he  discon  inued    huotilities,  and    oj» ji 
the  1  1th  surrendered  the  pla^e^  delivering' 
up   the   garrison  prisoners  of  war. —  rh«;.i 
number  of  the  garrison  at  the  time  of  thes.l 
surrender  was  9,000^  vyhile  that  of  the  ene?*» 


at  the  same    tm>©; 
a  corps   of    troops- 
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my  was  only  P,600  infantry  and  2,000 
cavalry.  The  garrison  wanted  neither 
provisions  nor  ammunition. — In  my  letter 
of  the  ()th  instant,  I  requested  the  Go- 
vernor of  Elvas  to  desire  the  Governor  of 
Badajos  to  observe  secrecy  with  respect 
to  the  retreat  of  Massena,  to  prevent  its 
reaching  tlie  knowledge  of  the  enemy  by 
means  of  deserters,  as  I  thought  to  meet 
with  him  again  at  Bathyos,  but  he  pub- 
lished the  intelligence  as  soon  as  he  re- 
ceived it,  asserting,  at  the  same  time,  that 
he  did  not  believe  it.  He,  in  like  manner, 
communicated  it  to  the  French  General. 
— When  Badajos  had  surrendered,  the 
enemy  directed  his  operations  against 
Campo  Major,  iu  which  direction  he  has 
moved. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
consideration  and  particular  esteem,  your 
Excellency's  attentive  and  faithful  ser- 
vant, Wellington. 
Head-qnm'tcrs,  Lmisa,  March  1 6,  1811. 


SfAiN  AND  Portugal. — French ^  Official  In- 
^   "_  telUgence  from  the  Armies,  published  at 
■  ^  ^  Far  is,  3 1  st  March,  i  8 11 , 

3^enerar  Fb}'' aTrived  at  Paris  the  day 
before  yesterday,  with  letters  from  the 
Prince  of  Essling.  He  left  the  head  quar- 
ters in  Portugal  on  the  15th  instant. — The 
army  was  in  the  best  condition.  There 
were  hardly  any  sick.  The  soldiers  were 
full  of  ardour. — Marshal  the  Prince  of 
Essling  deemed  it  expedient  to  make  a 
movement.  He  had  pushed  his  right  to 
the  Zezere,  and  established  his  head- 
quarters at  Pombal.  —  Several  corps  of 
troops  in  the  pay  of  England  had  been 
defeated.  Columns  had  penetrated  Por- 
tugal in  every  direction,  disarming  the  in- 
habitants, and  reducing  them  to  submis- 
sion.— Adjutant  Commandant  Avy  has  also 
arrived  from  Badajos,  which  he  left  on 
the  I4lh  of  March,  dispatched  by  the 
Duke  of  Dalinatia,  with  the  colours  taken 
by  the  Marshal  during  the  six  weeks  that 
be  has  been  in  Estremadura.  He  is  also 
the  bearer  of  the  capitulation  of  Badajos. 
— ^The  capture  of  Badajos  and  Olivenza, 
j|he  action  at  Csstillegos,  STid  the  battle  of 
-^Gebora,  are  important  military  events 
wjiich  have  turned  to  the  confusion  of  our 
enemies.  Twenty  thousand  prisoners, 
colours,  and  several  hundred  pieces  of 
cannon,  are  in  our  power. — On  the  5th  of 
March,  some  important  events  took  place 
before  Cadiz.  A  division  of  C,000  Eng- 
lish, and  from  7  to  8,000  Spaniards,  landed 
•bout  the  end  of  February,  at  Algesiras, 


—  Official  Papers.  [Si)b' 

This  column,  consisting  of  14,000  men, 
intended  to  attack  the  Duke  of  Bellono  in 
the  rear,  and  to  raise  the  siege  of  Cadiz. 
The  plan  was  completely  frustrated.  The 
Duke  of  Belluno  defeated  the  enemy,  and 
drove  them  into  the  Isle  of  Leon,  taking 
three  stands  of  colours,  four  pieces  of  can- 
non, and  760  men.  He  killed  and  wounded 
more  than  one-third  of  tho  English. — 
General  Sebastiani,  who  commands  the  4th 
corps,  consisting  of  20,000  men,  supposed 
that  the  enemy,  who  landed  at  Algesiras, 
was  intended  to  attack  his  right,  while  a 
division  from  Murcia  should  march  on  his 
left.  He  detached  a  part  of  his  army 
against  this  division.  He  did  not  learn 
what  passed  until  the  7th.  The  division 
of  Murcia  fled  at  the  sight  of  his  sharp-  ' 
shooters.  In  the  mean  time,  BallasteroS 
advanced  upon  Sevill.", ,  with  the  remains 
of  his  corps  which  escaped  from  the  battle 
of  Castillegos,  amounting  to  about  3,000 
men.  He  w'as  met  by  General  Darrican, 
who  put  him  completely  to  the  rout,  and 
pursued  him  to  a  considerable  distance. — 
On  the  10th  of  March  the  siege  of  Cadiz 
was  resumed  with  fresh  ardour.  All  these 
events  have  filled  our  friends  in  Andalusia 
with  admiration,  and  the  enemy  with  dis- 
may. ,' 

Siege  of  Badajos.  ■ 

[Extracts  from  the  General  Orders, 
published  on  the  20th  of  February,  by 
Marshal  the  Duke  of  Dalmatia,  General- 
in-Chief  of  the  atmy  of  the  south,  and  oi 
a  dispatch  transmitted  on  the  22d,  by  hisi^ 
Excellency  to  his  Serene  Highness, Major- 
General  the  Prince  of  Neufchate!  ajid 
Wagram.] 

The  General-in-Chief  announces  to  the 
army,  the   brilliant   advantages  that  the 
5th  corps  of  the  army,   commanded  bv 
Marshal    the   Duke   of  Treviso,   and  the 
cavalry  of  reserve   under   the   orders  of 
General  Latour  Maubourg,  have  succes- 
sively obtained  over  the  enemy,  under  the 
walls  of  Badajos. — Since  the  commence- 
ment   of  the    siege    of  this    fortress    the.' 
enemy  made  two  sorties,  for  the  purpose 
of'retarding  the  approaches  and  dcstroj- 
ing  our  woric.-,      Ihey  were  vigorously  re- 
pulsed, and   lost  a  great  number  of  men. 
The   infantrj'  in   the   trenches,    and   the/ 
companies  of  sappers  under  the  orders  o^.^ 
Captain  Coste,  as  well  as  the  4th  dragoons,;' 
commanded    by    Colonel    Farine,   distin-'* 
guished    themselves    by    their    bravery. '.'. 
The  General  of  Division  Girard  ably  di-";! 
rected  the  movenients  of  the  troops,  undec. 
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the  crders  df  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Treviso. 
The  Chief  of  battalion,  Cazin,  command- 
ing the  engineers,  was  killed  in  ont:  of 
these  sorties.  He  was  an  ofticer  of  great 
merit,  and  is  much  regretted.  The  bat- 
tery of  the  first  parallel,  which  was  opened 
on  the  height  of  Viento,  is  called  after 
liim.  Captain  Vainsot  of  the  engineers,  a 
distinguished  ofFirer,  as  well  as  ('apiains 
Lapoterie  and  Ficsfat  of  the  stafi^  were 
also  wounded. — !  :  liie  mean  tirno  the  ca- 
valry of  reserve  U"'er  the  onic's  of  Gene- 
ra! Latour  Maubourg  made  an  inf  ursion 
into  Portugal,  and  aiiernileiy  appeared' 
before  the  fortresses  of  Elvas  and  Canipo 
Mayor.  In  the  vaiious  skirmishes  lie  had 
with  the  enemy,  he  killed  several  and 
took  some  prisoners.  The  Spaniards  not- 
withstanding, who  from  the  tardiness  of 
their  succours  were  not  able  to  prevent 
the  capture  of  Olivenza,  dispatclied  by 
forced  marches  the  two  divisions  that  had 
joined  the  English  array  at  Lisbon.  On 
the  night  of  the  5th  they  appeared  on  the 
heights  of  St.  Christoval,  and  established 
a  communication  with  the  troops  in  Bada- 
jos.  The  cavalry  which  had  completed 
the  investment  of  the  garrison  on  the  bank 
of  the  Guadiana,  was  obliged  to  retire,  and 
pass  the  Gebora.  The  two  divisions  of 
relief  entered  Badajos. — On  the  Gth  Gene- 
ral Latour  Maubourg  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance, and  endeavour  to  re-establish  the 
blockade  upon  the  right  bank.  The 
brave  cavalry  under  his  command  pre- 
sented themselves  at  three  in  the  after- 
noon before  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
cavalry,  part  of  which  vpas  drawn  up  on 
the  lel't  bank  of  tlie  Gebora,  charged  and 
overthrew  them,  with  the  loss  ai  least  of 
three  hundred  men  and  as  many  hoiscs, 
of  which  several  were  drowned.  The  1'1-th 
regiment  of  dragoons  acquired  great  honors 
in  forcing,  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
grape,  the  passage  of  the  bridge  of  Gebora. 
—On  the  7th  at  noon,  the  enemy  made  a 
general  sortie  on  the  left  bank,  u|)on  the 
right  of  our  attack,  and  manoeuvred,  in 
a  manner,  for  the  purpose  of  forcing 
us  to  quit  that  position,  with  the  view 
of  afterwards  attacking  the  rear  of  the 
continuation  of  the  parallel.  They  had 
already  reached  the  redoubts  Bruchon 
and  Cazaux,  which  crowned  the  heights 
of  St.  Michael,  and  took  possession  of 
them  ;  but  the  dispositions  were  so 
well  made,  and  the  reinforcements  sent 
by  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Treviso  arrived 
so  opportunely.,  that  the  enemy  were  only 
masters  of  these  redoubts  soiiie  seconds, 


aiid  notwithstanding  theii",  forCJP,  vvhich 
amounted  to  10,000  infantry,  and .  tjpy, 
cavalry,  besides  some  field  pieces,  they 
were  complcteiy  routed  and  driven  io  ihe 
glacis  of  Fori  Picurina  and  ihe  gairison. 
The  enemy  lefc  150  ku'.ed  behuid  them  ; 
and,  according  to  the  ^.nrc oi.mlsof  de.^erte^.;, 
they  had  upwards  of  1,000  wounded  ; 
they  a'i  ;o  lost  several  officers  of  rank.  We 
had  :o  lament  ihe  loss  ot  some  brave  njcn. 
Captain  Cazaux,  of  the  lif  ht  artillery. 
Lieutenant  Bruchou  of  the  sappers,  vveie 
killed  :  Caotain  Mutia-  (f  the  40|h  regi- 
ment, and  Colo.ic!  Vigent,  of  ftie  (/4th, 
were  "wooLidc  !  The  Commanajuiin- 
Ch;ef  h.'id  ordered  the  Geiieral  of  Dlv.si'jn 
Gaz^n,  Head  »if  tiie  Staff,  to  direct  for 
that  day  the  atfack  on  the  right :  his  dis- 
positions were  excellent,  and  he  was  ably 
supported  by  the  General  of  Division  Ge- 
rard. The  Chief  of  Battalion  iiruaud, 
Aide-de-Camp  to  General  Guzan,  and 
Sub-Lieutenant  Ingaldo,  in  the  service  of 
his  Catholic  Majesty,  were  wounded. — The 
enemy  remained  quiet  on  the  8th.  He, 
appeared  astonished  at  his  loss  on  the  pr^-^j 
ceding  evening,  and  the  resistance  he  me^K 
— On  the  9th,  he  made  a  sortie  on  tb^,, 
right  b^ink  with  his  cavalry  and  the  two 
divisions  of  infantry  which  came  from 
Lisbon.  They  took  a  position  on  the 
heights  of  St.  Chiistoval,  for  the  pmpose 
of  re  establishing  the  conimcnication  w'u'a 
Eivas  and  Campo  Mayor,  an;!  faciiitaliuq 
the  introduction  of  supplies  into  Badajos; 
thereby  appearing  to  renounce  any  in- 
tention of  a  ne^v  sortie  against  tlie  lj;ppt 
of  attack.  ,i 

Storming  of  Fort  Pakdaler:\s. 

The  enemy   would  have  been   instantly^  j, 
attacked  in  his  position  on  the  rightbauknc 
if  the  passage    of  the  Guadiana,  having,.; 
been   impeded    by  various  cirjcumstances, 
iiad  not  retarded  tbis  operation  ;  and  if  the 
v/orks  executed  by   the  Imperial  corps  of 
engineers,  under    the    orders   of   General 
Lery,    and    those    of  the    artillery    com- 
manded by    General  Bourgeat,  had  been 
sufficiently   advanced  to  favour  this  other. 
enterprisj. — The    parallel  'of   the   attack 
in    the    centre   had    already    reached   to 
within  160  yards  of  the  salient  angle  of 
Fort  Paidalerc^s :    two  batteries  were  esta,-^ 
blished,  and  hopes  were  eniert^^ined  that, 
alur  silencing  thi^  fire  of  the  Fort,  it  would 
be  possible,  by  one  of  those  bold    strokes^,  = 
which  commonly  succeed  in  war,  to  carr^;;^ 
it  by  assault.     It  was  resolved  to  attack  l^.j- 
Oh  the   11th,  in  the  afternoon,  the  bona- 
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bardment,  which  was  begun  six  days  be- 
fore, was  fesuftied  with  fresh  vigour  ;  and 
at  the  sarae  time  the  two  batteries,  which 
were  erected  against  the  face  of  the  mid- 
dle basiion  of  Fort  J'arduleras,  opened 
their  fire.  By  night-fnii,  that  of  ihe  enemy 
was  silenced,  hut  the  fire  from  the  gar- 
rison encreased.  Notwithsta'-iding  this 
circumstance,  400  brave  fellows,  under 
the  orders  of,  Ciiptain  Coste,  who  had 
been  placed  in  the  trenches  by  the  Duke 
of  Treviso,  vi'cre  commanded  to  advance, 
to  rash  to  the  entrance  of  the  fort,  to 
break  the  palissades  imd  to  enter  the 
works.  It  was  executed  vv'ith  all  possible 
bravery,  with  shouts  of  Lon'^  live  ih6  Em- 
peror ! — In  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
they  were  masters  of  the  fort,  and  the 
garrison  were  taken  prisoners.  They  also 
took  six  pieces  of  cannon.  We  had  only 
seven  or  eight  men  wounded. — From  the 
beginning  of  the  siege  to  the  taking  of 
Pardaleras,  the  enemy  did  not  relax  their 
fire.  They  increased  it  afrer  tliis  event. 
But  the  direction  given  by  Genenif*  Lery 
to  the  parallels  was  so  scientific,  and  f  he 
batteries  of  General  Bourgeat  so  well 
adapted  to  localities  and  the  objects  at 
which  they  were  aimed,  that  this  prodi- 
gious fire  was  not  as  destructive  as  it  might 
have  been.  The  third  parallel  was  push- 
ed on  with  all  possible  vigour,  and  bat- 
teries, a  ricochets,  were  already  established 
against  the  extent  of  the  faces  of  several 
bastions  of  the  fortress. 

Battle  of  the  Gebora. 

The  eneiTiy  had  established  his  camp 
upon  the  heights  of  St.  Christoval,  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Guadiana  :  and  while 
he  was  occupied  in  completing  it,  and  ren- 
dering the  passage  of  the  Gebora  im- 
practicable, the  fort  of  Pardaleras  was 
taken.  He  conceived  himself  in  perfect 
security  in  this  position,  having  easy 
communications,  with  Elvas  and  Campo 
M  ay  or. 

(To  be  continued.) 


Hamijurgh  Deputation  to  !^L^POLEON. 
( Concluded  from  page  863.) 

— If  youi"  Majesty,  from  that  devoted 
point  whence  you  take  a  view  of  human 
atfxirs,  permit  our  fee!i!eness  to  indulge  in 
any  degree  of  pride,  we  still  venture  to 
think  that  we  enter  not  as  a  vulgar  terri- 
tory, as  an  obscure  acqui3ition,  into  that 
immense  circle  of  provinces^',  struck  .with 
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admiration,  and  happy  in  obeying  a  single 
master." 

Reply  of  his  Majesty. 
]  "  Genllt  men.  Deputies  of  the  Hanse 
Towns  of  Hamburgh,  Bremen,  and  Lubeck 
— You  formed  part  of  the  Germanic  Em- 
pire ;  your  Constitution  terminated  with 
its  existence,  .bince  that,  time  your  situa- 
tion was  uncertain.  I  intended  to  recon- 
stitute your  cities  under  an  independent 
administration,  when  the  cli anges  produced 
in  the  world  by  the  new  laws  of  the  Bri- 
tish Council  rendered  the  project  imprac- 
ticable. It  was  impossible  forme  togive 
you  an  indapendant  administration,  since 
you  could  no  longer  have  an  independant 
flag, — The  Decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan 
are  the  fundamental  lav.s  of  my  empire. 
They  cea^e  ouiy  tohiAvc  effect  as  to  those 
nations  which-  defend  their  sovereignt}^ 
and  maintain  the  religion  of  their  flag. 
England  is  in  a  state  of  blockade  as  to  these 
nations  which  submit  to  the  Orders  of 
1806,  because  the  flags  thus  submitting  to 
the  English  laws  are  denationalized  ;  they 
arc  English.  Those  nations,  on  the  con- 
Srary,  which  feel  their  own  dignity,  and 
find' in  their  courage  and  power  .sufficient 
resources  to  disregard  the  blockade  by 
notification,  commonly  called  a  paper 
blockade,  and  to  approach  all  the  poits  of 
my  empire,  except  those  under  real 
blockade,  according  to  the"  known  usage 
and  the  stipu'alioni  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  may  hold  conuaunicalion  with 
England.  As  to.  them,  England  is  not 
blockaded.  The  decrees  of  Berlin  and 
Milan,  flowing  from  the  nature  of  things, 
shall  continue  to  form  the  public  code  of 
rav  empire,  us  long  as  Ensjland  maintains 
he^r  Orders  in  Council  of  fsOfi  and  1807, 
and  violates  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht  upon  this  subject. — England 
acts  upon  the  principle  of  seizing  the 
enemy's  merchandize,  under  whatever  flag 
it  miglu  be.  The  empire  has  been  com- 
pelled to  admit  the  principle  of  seizing 
English  merchandize,  cr  proceeding  from 
the  conn^.ierce  of  England,  in  whatever 
territory  it  may  be.  Eng'and  seizes  ill 
every  sea  the  passengers,  merchants,  and 
carriers  belonging  to  the  nation  shs  is  at 
war  wiih.  France  is  compeih  d  to  seiza  the 
English  travellers,  merchants,  and  carriers, 
in  whatever  part  of  the  Continent  they 
may  be,  and  wherever  she  can  reacU 
fhem;  and  if  in  this  system  there  be  any 
thing  littleconsonanttothfispiritoftheage, 
it  is  the  injustice  of  the  new  English  law.s 
that  must  be  charged  with  it.~I  have  been 
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pleased  to euterintothesecxplanations  with 
you,  to  convince  you  that  your  union  with 
the  empire  is  the  necessary  result  of  the 
British  laws  of  1 806  and  1 807,  and  not 
the  efFect  of  any  ambitious  calculation. 
In  my  civil  laws  you  will  find  a  protec- 
tion, which  in  your  maritime  position,  you 
can  no  longer  find  in  the  political  code. 
That  maritime  commerce,  which  consti- 
tuted your  prosperity,  cannot  iienceforth 
be  revived,  but  in  conjunction  with  the 
restoration  ot  my  maritime  power.  The 
rights  of  nations,  the  liberty  of  the  seas, 
and  a  general  peace,  must  be  re-conquered 
at  one  and  the  same  time.  When  1  shall 
have  upward sof  100  sail  of  the  line,!  shall 
subjugate  England  in  a  few  campaigns. 
The  seamen  of  your  coasts,  and  the  ma- 
terials conveyed  to  the  mouths  of  your 
rivers,  are  necessary  to  my  purpose. 
France,  within  her  old  limits,  could  not 
tonstrui:t  a  marine  in  time  of  war.  When 
her  coasts  were  blockaded,  she  was  com- 
pelled to  receive  the  law.  Now  from  the 
increase  my  empire  has  received  within 
the  last  six  years,  I  can  build,  equip,  and 
arm  25  sail  of  the  line  yearly,  without 
the  slightest  delay  or  obstructions  from 
the  existence  of  a  mariliuie  war. — The 
accounts  that  have  been  given  nie  of  th« 
good  disposition  which  animates  your  fel- 
low-citizens have  afforded  me  pleasure  ; 
and  I  hope,  in  a  short  time,  to  have  to 
praise  the  zeal  and  bravery  of  your  sea- 
men. 


PoRTi'GAL.  —Extracts  of  Dispatches  from 
Lord  Viscount  Talavera  to  Lord  Liver- 
pool.— Published  in  London,  1  I  ih  March 
1811 . — (Concluded froth  page  G72.J 

I  am  in^formed  that  there  are  nine  thousand 
good  troops  in  Badajoz,  some  having  re- 
tired into  that  fortress  from  the  field  of 
battle  ;  and  that  the  garrison  is  well  sup- 
plied with  provisions,  which  have  been  left 
there  by  the  inhabitants,  who  quitted  the 
place  when  the  comuiunicalion  with  it  was 

recently    opened. The   works  are  still 

untouched,  and  the  enemy's  fire  hns  hither- 
to done  but  little  damage  to  the  town. — Ge- 
neral Claparede's  division  of  iheQih  corps 
still  continued  upon  Guarda,  with  their 
advanced  guard  at  Belmonte,  when  I  last 
heard  from  that  part  of  the  country.  They 
had  made  an  attf  rapt  to  obtain  possession 
of  Covilhao,  on  the  I2th,  but  were  repulsed 


with  some  loss  by  Colonel  Gi^nt,  who  had 
occupied  the  town  with  a  party  of  Orde- 
nanzas  of  Lower  Beira. — I  inclose  a  letter 
from  Marshal  Sir  William  Beresford,  and 
a  report  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Grunt,  of 
this  affair.  From  later  reports  I  am  ap- 
prehensive, however,  that  he  has  since 
been  obliged  to  withdraw  from  l^»ence. — 
I  likewise  enclose  reports  from  MHJ«r«Ge- 
neral  Sir  William  Erskine,  who  conunands 
the  out-posts  on  the  left  of  the  army ,  of  the 
capture  of  General  Clausers  aide-de-camp, 
and  a  detachment  of  the  enemy's  cavalry 
and  infantry,  on  the  19th  instant,  by  Cor- 
net Sti  enuwitz  of  th^  Hussars,  to  whose 
conduct,  in  an  enterprize  of  a  similar  na- 
ture, I  drew  your  lordship's  attention  in 
my  last  dispatch. — In  this  instance  he  has 
acquitted  himself  with  great  judgment  and 
boldness. — The  operations  of  the  (iuerillas 
continue  throughout  the  interior. — Don 
Julian  Sanchez,  whom  I  have  frequently 
mentioned  to  your  lordship,  has  recently 
captured  a  large  convoy  of  biscuit  on  it» 
march  ;*om  Ledcsma  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 
which  had  come  from  Palencia  ;  and  ano- 
ther party  has  recently  done  the  enemy  a 
considerable  injury  near  the  bridge  of  Ar- 
zobispo.  It  is  said  that  General  La  Hous- 
saye  has  been  killed  in  an  atiair  at  that 
f)lace. — The  ejiemv  have  made  no  mov«5- 
ment  of  importance  in  front  of  thiji  army 
sjnce  i  addressed  your  lurd.sbip  on  the  iGtIj 
instant.  A  ccnsiderabie  quantity  of  bag- 
gage has  bf  en  sent  out  of  Santarem,  but  I 
am  inclined  to  bidieve  th?'  it  belongs  to 
sick  officers  and  soldiers  who  I.rve  !.,een 
removed  from  thence  to  the  rear  of  the 
army. 

Cartaxo,  Rlarch  2.  3  81^, 
No  event  of  import.artce  h;''-  occ:int:j 
sii^ce  I  addressed  you  on  the  2.3d  oi"  Fe- 
bruary. The  enemy  have  cootiiiued  their 
operations  against  Rac^RJos,  bur  without 
mucii  eflect  ;  and  the  fire  of  the  plate  is 
\vell  kept  up,  and  the  g.trison  in  good 
spirit.s. — General  Mcndizabtd  is  ciidi-a- 
vouiing  to  collrct  and  re-'-'ganize  his 
corps  at  Villi  Vici-^SH.  in  Portugal. — The 
eiK-niy  mr  ved  a  lar^e  force,  with  c.«nnon, 
upon  Lie'Jten<_n(-C«:loiiel  Grant,  at  C'ovi]- 
h  ;o,  on  the  isth  ot  I'cbruary,  and  lie  was 
obliged  t(>  withdraw  ihe  Ordenanza  from 
thence, and  to  retire  to  Alpcdrmha, where 
he  was,  according  to  the  last  accounts. — 
The  en^my  have  made  no  movement  of 
any  importance  in  the  front  of  t4)is  anny. 


Published  bjr  R.  BAGSHAW,  Brydges-Street,  Covent  -  Garden:— Sold  also  by   J.  BUDD,  Pall-Mall, 

LONDON :— Printed  by  T.  C.  MaoJtrd,  PetefboroHgh-Caurt,  Fleet-Street, 


■■^\» 


CQBB^rpS  WEEKLY  POLITICAL  REGISTER. 

Vol.  XiX.  No.  30.]  LONPON.  SATURDAY,  APRIL  13,  1811.  [Price  is. 


"  Th'ourfi  men  are  comThonly  more  governed  by  what  they  have  seen,  than  by  what  they  fureseee, 
«  with  whatever  certainty  ;  yet  promises,  protestations,  fair  appearances,  with  the  atfurements  of  pre- 
*'  sentiHtirest,  haye-^cfa 'powerful  iiiauence  as  few  are  able  to  resist.".^— HuMB.—Fubhc  Credit. 
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The  Regent's  Declauation  against 
Corruption-. It  seems  to  be  pretty  ge- 
nerally believed,  that  this  declaration 
(which  was  particularly  stated  in  my  last 
Number)  was  actually  made  by  the  Re- 
gent ;  and,  if  it  was,  and  he  be  resolved 
to  stand  firmly  to  his  purpose,  all  appre- 
hensions for  the  safely  of  the  country  are 
removed  from  my  mihd. A  corres- 
pondent, in  another  part  of  this  Number, 
observes,  that  a  Reform  of  Parliament  is  ne- 
cessary against  the'  day  vjrhen  the  Pitt 
paper-money  shall  reach  its  inevitable  ca- 
tastrophe. In  his  fond,  his  poetical,  hopes 
of  sedng^  a  reform  effected  by  an  union 
with  the  W/^ig-Ueformers,  I  am  not  able  to 
accompany  him;  for,  I  mast  say,  that  I 
see  no  such  hopes,  and  that  I  should  ex- 
pect nothing  from  them  but  double  dealing. 
My  opinion  is,  that  they  wish  to  do  some- 
thing that  nothing  may  be  done;  that  they 
wish  to  meddle  and  to  mar  ;  and,  in  the 
end,  to  confuse  the  public  mind,  and  to 
make  the  object  of  doubtful  value.  They 
wish  not  to  lose  tlie  people  altogether. 
They  wish  still  to  keep  a  hold  upon  them. 
But,  I  am  fully  convinced,  that  they  do 
not  wish  to  see  any  real  reform  adopted. 
I,  therefore,  see  very  little  to  rejoice 
at  in  the  co-operation  of  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
DETT  and  Mr.  Brand.  They  cannot  go 
on  together,  unless  one  or  the  other  com- 
pletely changes  his  object ;  and,  I  am 
quite  sure,  that  Sir  Fi^ancis  will  not  do 

this.- There    are    some    persons,   who, 

while  they  talk  of  a  reform,  seem  very 
anxious  to  protest  agafnst  having  any  thing 
to  do  with  the  people  in  effecting  it.  This 
is  perfectly  stupid.  Nothing  but  purblind 
aristocratic  pride  cduld  have  given  birth 
to  such  an  idea.  The  pedple'  Why,  who 
is  the  reform  to  be  for  ?  Who  has  the  in- 
terest in  it  i*  Men  and  not  acres.  Living 
WMfo,  and  not  dirt.  Who  are  to  defend  the 
acres  against  the  enemy  ?  Why,  the  j?eop/e. 
And,  will  any  one,  thert,^hav6  th6  inso- 
lence to  tell  these  same  people,  that  they 
baye  no  right  to  inedi}te.g|];ta  S'Xwsl  ».)rQic^ 


-j-S*-«^j-'J  ■j-^;»ir'i-«;.-.-'<**'-'»'^'  •v  * 


[898 

as  to  any  reform  that  is  to  take  place  ? — "— 
If,  however,  it  be  true,  that  His  Royal 
Highness,  the  Prince,  has  made  the  decla- 
ration that  is  imputed  to  him;  and,  if  he 
follow  the  bias  of  his  own  mind,  and  firmly 
resists  all  temptations  and  importunities  to 
swerve  from  the  principle  on  which'  that 
declaration  must  have  been  founded;  if 
this  be  so,  we  may  laugh  at  all  the  trick.s 
and  absurdities  of  these  miserable  pretend- 
ers to  reform.  Let  but  the  Prince  put  him- 
self on  the  side  of  the  People;  and  then  all 

will  be  well. Tl-iis  is  the  great  object 

for  the  attention  of  His  Royal  Highness. 
All  that  the  armies  and  the  fleets  are  doing 
is  nothing  compared  with  this.— —-There 
are,  I  dare  say,  people  enough  to  tell  him, 
that  he  ought  to  hate  the  people,  and  that 
his  only  safe  way  is  to  govern  by  the 
means  of  an  army.  I  dare  say  there  are 
plenty  of  people  ready,  if  they  were  to 
find  the  occasion,  to  tell  him  this ;  but,  I 
hope,  and,  indeed,  I  firmly  believe,  that  h» 
would  hear  the  opinion  with  scorn.  .  It 
is,  however,  very  true,  that  there  are  only 
two  ^yays  of  governing  men  ;  the  one  is, 
by  laws  made  with  their  oxvn  consent;  and 
the  other  is  by  military  force ;  for,  such  ifc 
must  be  at  bottom,  though  it  may  not  be 

so  in  outward   appearance. The   two 

parties,  who  have,  for  many  years,  beea 
struggling  for  the  places  and  profits  of  the 
government,  are  equally  hostile  to  a  re- 
form ill  the  parliament,  and  for  reasons 
that  are  too  obvious  to  be  now  repeated 
for  the  ten  thousandth  time.  But,  the 
Prince  has  no  such  reasons;  and>  the  only 
danger  is,  that  he  may  be  prevailed  on  to 
believe,  that  a  reform  would  lead  to  confu- 
sion. That  is  what  he  will  be  xuorked  with. 
No  one  will,  have  the  impudence  to  tell 
him,  that  bribery  arid  eorntpiion  are  good 
things;  that  they  are  in  the  political,  what 
lightning  and  thunder  are  in  the  naturaj 
world  ;  and  that  they  are  necessary  to  the 
harmony  of  our  invaluable  constiiiuion ;  no 
one  will,  I  think,  have  the  impudence 
to  tell  hhn  this.  No.  The  way  that 
the  corrupt  now  will  work,  is,  to 
tmrp  upon  >|ia  danger  that  may  aris* 
2  H       •vAv...ft/>v. 
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rom  so  grea<  a  change;  hinting,  at  the 
same  time,  at  what  took  place  in  'France. 
This  is  the  siring  upon  wliich  they  will 
work,  and  by  which  means  they  vvill  en- 
deavour, indirectly,  to  prevail  upon  him 
to  believe,  that,  to  preserve  the  kingly 
government  oi' this  country,  it  is  necessary 
that  a  system  of  the  most  shameless  cor- 
ruption, of  the  most  profligate  bribery,  of 
perjury  the  most  execrable,  should  exist, 
and  that  those,  who  choose  the  lawgivers 
of  the  kingdom,  should,  in  many  instaiiqee, 

be   distinguished    by    their   infamy. 

And,  is  the  Prince  to  be  made  to  believe, 
that  the  existence  of  such  things  is  neces- 
sary to  the  support  of  the  throne?  I 
trust  not ;  and,  indeed,  if  what  1  have 
heard,  from  pretty  good  authority,  be 
true,  he  is  by  no  means  likely  to  listen  to 
such  advisers.  The  Pitt  s3'stem  is,  as  yet, 
lione  of  his.  He  had  ho  hand  in  the 
funding  or  the  supporting  of  it.  He 
has  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter  any 
more  than  the  Jacobin  Reformers  have  had. 
He  has,  like  them,  sufFered  by  the  sys- 
tem. He  is,  at  present,  clear  of  all  share 
in  it,  and  so  he  will  remain,  if  he  yield  not 
to  very  unwise  counsels. 

Jubilee  Dollars.-:^ — ^^A  few  days  ago 
Lord  Folkestone  noticed,  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  the  wantof  monej'  for  change, 
experienced  throughout  the  country  ;  and 
Stated,  tiiat  he  had  received  information, 
that,  at  a  fair  in  Berkshire,  the  change  was 
so  scarce,  that  the  people  found  it  impos- 
sible to  buy  and  sell  for  want  of  silver. — — 
On  the  1 1th  instant,  Mr.  Manntng,  who 
is,  it  seems,  Deputy  Governor  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  also  a  Member  of 
Parliament,  made  the  following  declara- 
tion as  to  Dollars. He  said,  that  "  he 

"  had  waited  for  some  time,  expecting  to 
*'  see  in  the  Hou«e  a  Noble  Lord  (Folke- 
"  stone)  who  had  expressed  an  anxiety  as 
.  <'  to  the  supply  of  silver  coinage.  He 
"  now  thought  it  his  duty  to  inform  the 
*'  House,  in  answer  to  vvhat  had  fallen  from 
"  that  Noble  Lord,  that  the  Bank  isris  now 
*'  in  the  course  of  having  a  large  quantity  of 
"  Silver  Tokens  or  Dollars  stamped,  for  the 
"  purpose  of  putting  them  into  circulation 
'"  at  the  rate  of  5s.  Gd.  each.  He  thought 
''*  it  right  to  say  so  much,  previous  to  the 
"  rising  of  the  House,  that  the  public 
"  might  be  aware  of  the  circumstance,  and 
•'  that  persons  who  might  be  drawing 
"  Dollars  out  of  circulation,  in  the  hope 
"  of  their  rising  in  value,  might  be  assured 
"  that  their  exps:ctatio;!3  in  thi*  respect  would 


"  be  disappointed* ."•—'— T\i&  object  of  this 
no  man  can  mistake.  It  wa3  a  sort  of  ad- 
vertisernent  to  the  people  not  to  hoard  or  pur- 
chase up  Dollars. -But,  does  Mb.  Man-' 

NiNG  think,  that  it  will  produce  this  etiect  i 
If  he  does,  he  is,  I  think,  very  much  de- 
ceived ;  for,  vvhat  is  it  to  the  public,  whe- 
ther the  Bank  issue  more  dollars,  so  long 
as  the  paper  bears  the  snnre  relative  pro- 
portion in  value  to  silver  and  gold  that  it' 
now  bears  ? The  paper  is  of  less  value 

thaii    the   Dollar    at    ox.    OU.      That    )3    i,t., 

real  cause  of  the  scarcity  of  change ; 
and,  the  issuing  of  a  few  millions  of  Dol- 
lars will  have  very  little,  if  any,  effect,  ia 
raising  the  value  of  the  paper ;  because 
it  will  take  so   very  small  a  part  of  it  out 

of  circulation. After   what    we    have 

seen,  we  shall,  I  trust,  stand  excused  for 
not  looking  upon  the  Rulers  at  the  Bank 
as  eot^irors.  They  have  told  us,  that  they 
raised  the  Dollar  to  5s.  Gd.  ia  order  lo 
prevent  those  in  circidaiion  from  going  out-^ 
of  circulation;  and,- the  effect  has  been 
preciiiely  the  contrary.  Upon  their  wis-" 
dom,  then,  we  can  hare  no  reliance, — — • 
The  device  of  issuing  105.  and  5s.  notes, 
to  which  I  am  convinced  they  must  comej 
before  it  be  long,  has,  I  dare  say,  beetj 
thought  of  and  discussed.  The  measur* 
would,  to  be  sure,  be  a  desperate  one. 
The  end  would  come  on  a  gallop.  Th* 
5s.  note  would  in  all  likelihood,  be  giveo 
for  a  quartern  loaf,  at  the  end  of  a  monil) 
from  tiie  time  of  its  issuing.  No  wonder, 
therefore,  if  every  other  thing  is  first  tried. 
-- — But,  as  to  the  new  issue  of  dollars  ;  if 
they  be  of  their  former  weight  and  fine* 
ness;  if  they  be  real  Spanish  dollars,  they 
will  not  remain  in  circulation,  whatever  Mr. 
Manning  and  his  colleagues  may  think  of 
the  matter.— — The  real  sterling  value  cf 
'  the  Dollar  is,  as  was  stated  the  other  day 
by  Mr.  Yorke,  4*.  Gd.  Jt  has  gradually 
risen  to  55.  Gd.  And,  why  should  it  not 
continue  to  rise  ?  There  is,  I  think,  no  man, 
even  in  this  country,  so  stupid  as  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  paper  money  will  not  grow, 

every  day,  of  less  and  less  value. In 

the  fall  of  paper  money  the  progress  al- 
ways becomes  more  and  more  rapid  to- 
wards the  close.  But  what  is  the  risk  in 
hoarding  real  money,  even  upon  the  sup- 
position, that  the  progress  vvill  be  no  more 

*  Itisworthy  of  remark,  that,  when  this 
notification  was  given,  there  were  butaboiit 
five  members  in  the  House  ;  so  that  it  was 
not  very  surprizing  that  Lord  FoLKBtUOiSE 
should  not  have  been  in  his  place,     _  _, , 
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jTiipid  than  it  has  been  ?    It  is  monstrously 
absurd  to  suppose  that  the  pvogress  will 
not  be  more  rapid.     But,  let  us  take  it  at 
the  progress  of  the  last  four  or  five  yfai's. 
If  a  man  had  put  four  dollars  in  his  chest « 
7/ear   ago,   they  would,  to   be    sure,  have 
yielded  him  no  interest ;  but,   then,  if  he 
had    now   a    mind   to    lug  them   out,    he 
would  get  2'2s.   for    them,  and    they   cost 
him  but  205.  when  lie  put  them  in.     Htre 
is //»n  per  cent-  for   tiis  moony;   aaclt   if   be 
locked  them  up  txvo  year&  ago,  there  is  jive 
per  cent.     Besides,    he    has    belter  sccuriirj 
than  he  can  have  upon  any  thing  but  land. 
If  he  has  land  security,  he  must  pay  for  it 
in   a  diminution  of  interest.     Land  gives 
THREE  AND  A  HALF  per  cent,  wiih 
perfect  securiiy  and  without  depreciation. 
Funds  give  FIVE  per  cent,    with  paper- 
money  secmity  and   with  gradual   depre- 
ciation.    Hoarding,  suppose  the  dolla*-  to 
rise   another   sixpence   in    a  year's   time, 
gives  TEN    per   cent,   with   better  than 
paper-money  security    and   without   any 
depreciation ;  and,  suppose  the  dollar  to 
be  two  years  before  it  rises  another  six- 
pence,  hoarding  will,  even  in  that  case, 
give  FIVE  per  cent.     And,  in  favour  ot' 
hoarding  there  are  these   two  capital  con- 
si^lerations:   First,  that  the  hoarder  has  al- 
ways  his  money  at  command.     He  can, 
at  any  hour,  make  use  of  itto  the  be>t  ad- 
vaiitage.     He   runs   no   risks  with   banks 
or  bankers  or  any  thing  else;  and,  if  his 
object    be    finally   to    lay    it    out    upon 
land,  he  is  able  to  buy  when   no  other 
man  happens  to  be   able  or  willing.     He 
iias  always  his  money  in  his  hand.     And, 
Secondly,   hoards    are   beyond   the    reach 
of    the    tax-gatherer.        They    are    like 
the   plate    or  jewels   in   a  man's   house. 
While  a  guinea  lies  quietly  in  your  chest, 
it    cannot   be   said    to   yield   any  income. 
Indeed,  though  it  is  growing  in  value,  like 
the  lamb  in  the  womb   of  its  mother,   it 
does  not  actuall}^  produce  any  thing,  and 
cannot  be  taxed  anymore  than  the  unborn 
lamb   can  be   tyiked.     Therefore   Hoards 

pay  no  income  tux. It  would  not  do  for 

a  man  to- put  «^i  property  into  a  hoard  j 
because,  if  he  had  to  wait  three  or  four 
years  for  a  rise  in  the  value  of  the  hoard, 
he  would,  of  course,  have  no  income.  But, 
upon  the  supposition,  that  the  dollar  will 
rise  as  it  has  done  of  late,  how  could  a 
man  employ  his  money  so  well  as  to 
hoard  it  up  i  It  would  yield  him  ten  per 
cent  in-f rest  ;  it  would  always  be  at  hand 
fijr  any  advantageous  purpose  ;  and,  it 
would  pay  no  income  tax.     Besides^  sup- 


Kay  ,  pray  excuse  me; 
Suppose ;  .....   Don't 


pose 

Mr.  Perceval! 

be  frightened  :     I  am  only  supposing,,  by 
way    of  illustration.     Suppose,  then,  thafc 
thejj  }iaper-nioney  were  to  becoms. worth 
nothing  at  all  1    Suppose,  that,  in  spite  of 
all   t'iat  can  be  dune  ;     in  spite   of  that 
decision  oi  which  you  appear  confident  in 
the  Honourable  House  ;   and  in  spite  of  all 
the  Remedies  that  itll  the  bcotch  Reviewers 
put  together  ran  sugc^est ;  stippose,  I  s^y, 
that  the  paper-money  were,   Aui.i  wlirtt- 
ever  cause,    to    become   worthless,    quite 
good  for  nothing.     Suppose  this,   which    is 
possible,  were  to  take  place.     Vv^hat  would 
then   be   the  effect   of  hoarding?    What 
would,  then,  be  the  situation  of  a  man  with 
1,000  dolbirs  in   his  chest .?     What  would 
every  dollar   then  be  worth  I  lyi   the  case 
here  supposed,   and  which   may  possibly 
arrive,  every  thing  would  iall  in  price  at 
an  astonishing  rate.    The  quartern  loaf,  in  . 
all    probability,  woT4id   not  be   of  higher 
price  than  it  is  in  France  ;  or,  than  it  used 
to  be  in  England  previous  to  the  creation 
of  the  National  Debt.     In  short,  there  is 
little  doubt  but  the  quarterly  loaf  would 
sell   for  about  5d.  instead  of  about  Is.  3d. 
So  that,  every  dollar,  which  a  man  should 
happen  to  possess,  at  the  time  of  the  fait 
of  the  paper,  would  be  worth  five  times  as 
much  as  it  is  now. — —Here    is   a  temp- 
tation to  hoard  }  Here  is  a  game  of  chances 
for  a  man  to  play  !    Such  a  game- as  wae 
never  before  ollered  to   avarice.— —Here» 
then,  is  this  great  chance,  over  aiul   above 
all  the  solid  advantages  before  mentioned 
And,   docs   Mr.  Manning  flatter  himself, 
that,  with  all  this   before  the  eyes  of  the 
people,  and  the  whole   of  which    every 
man  of  them  understands,  they   are  to  be 
persuaded   by   him  and  his  colleagues  of 
the  Bank   to  desist  froin  ivithdrawing  dollars 
from   circulation?      Oh,   no!    Mr.    Man- 
ning !    You   must  pay,    really   pay  your 
promissory   notes ;     that    is,     yoa     must 
givp  gold  and  silver  for  them,  whenever 
people  carry  them    to  your  Shop,   before 
the    public    will    be   persuaded   that   the 
Dollar   v»i!l  not   continue    to    rise.     Your 
mentioning,   in  the   House   of  Commons, 
tJiat  you   were  going  to   send  out  tnore  dol- 
lars, will   be  easily  seen   through.     Why 
rnmiion  the  thing  there?  A  very  ^.   "'d  way 
of  advertising ;    but,  thai  \va.s  alb      And, 
then,  ivhen  are  you  going  to  put  ihco.  out? 
When  are  you  going  to  send  f^r'h  n  sup- 
ply ?    You  should   have  told   the   people 
this ;    for  thty  cannot  go  on  much  longer 
without  somcihing  for  change.     And,wheu 
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you  do  begin,  will  you  give  them  to  ani/ 
body  in  payment  of  your  notes  ?  Will  you 
let  any  man  who  brings  in  one  of  your 
notes  take  away  dollars  in  return  ?  How 
long  will  you  do  this  ?  Will  you  do  it  for 
a  day  ?  If  you  will,  I'll  engage,  that  the 
Old  Lady  shall  have  as  many  thousands  at 
her  levee  as  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  repel 
ae  invasion  by  the  largest  army  of  France. 
——It  is  not,  Sir,  iellbig  the  people  that 
they  are  going  to  havp  flnllnrs  that  will 
niaRe  tnem  thmk  less  of  those  that  they 
now  have.  They  must  see  the  ntnv  dollars 
first;  and  then  any  man  must  be  able  to 
go,  at  any  time,  and  change  his  notes  for 
dollars.  When  men  can  do  this,  they  will 
be  more  indifferent  about  the  dollars;  but, 
until  then,  be  you  assnrecl,  that  they  will 
hoard  all  the  dollars  they  can  get,  or  pass 
them  from  hand  to  hand  at  a  higher  and  a 

continually-rising   value. So    that,    if 

you  and  your  colleagues  are  really  "  in 
"course  of  preparing:^"  dollars  for  issue, 
pray  think  of  %vhat  1  have  been  saj^ing.  1 
can  hardly  suppose  that  you  will  go  so  far 
as  to  issue  another  batch  of  dollars  under 
the  present  circumstances.  One  would 
think  it  impossihle  that  any  set  of  men  upon 
earth  shotild  entertain  such  a  scheme. 
Yet,  after  what  we  have  seen,  in  the  re- 
cent rise  of  the  price  of  the  dollar,  what 

may  we  not  expect!. There  has  been  a 

base  metal  issue  talked  of,  as  the  only 
means  of  preventing  people  from  hoarding 
and  exporting.  For  these  two  purposes, 
such  a  currency,  or  rather  coin,  would  be 
quite  efficacious;  but  there  its  efficacy  and 
utility  would  end.  Nobody  would  hoard 
and  nobody  would  send  it  abroad;  but, 
who  would  take  it,  except  the  inhabitants 
of  Bedlam,  or  those  who  ought  to  be  there  ? 
And,  for  their  SMpply,  tuho  wouM  not  make 
enough  without  the  assistance  of  the  mint  ? 

^This  scheme  is  like  all  the  rest:    the 

offspring   of  a   desperate  disease  in    the 

hands  of  sha  low-brained  J(tctors. 1  am 

aware  that  I  shall  be  called  upon  for  % 
remedy.  But,  I  will  not  tell  it.  I  know 
the  sure  aiid  certain  means  of  making  gold 
aad  sifrer  as  plenty  in  England  as  it  is  in 
Frwce,  and  of  making  a  part  of  that  now 
in  France  come  to  England.  But,  I  do 
not  choose  to  tell  it;  and  I  will  not  tell  it. 
It  was  the  full-blooded  Anti-ja- 
cobins who  got  the  currency  into  its 
present  state,  and  let  them  get  it  out 
.-agaiii.  .  It  ia  not  six  years  since  they 
callM  jM'e  a  traitor  for  foretelling  what  is 
now  come  to  pa%,  Much  good  may 
thtfir  5t.  &  0-peany  dollar  do  them,  then  ! 


If  they  want  people  to  lament^  let  them 
go  elsewhere  for  them.  They  will  hear 
no  lamentations  from  me.  Let  their 
own .  followers,  let  those,  who,  partly 
through  folly  and  partly  through  base 
self-interest,  have  been  on  their  side  and 
given  countenance  and  support  to  them 
in  all  their  proceedings  ;  let  these  peo- 
ple lament,  if  they  choose  it ;  I  shall  not ; 
and  I  shall  not,   because  I  know,  that,  in 

the  end,  the  state  v»f  tlic  currency  will  pro- 
duce infinite  service  to  the  country,  compared 
with  which  the  ruin  of  those  who  will  be 
ruined  is  not  worth  thinking  about.— -It 
is  with  sincere  satisfaction,  that  I  see,  in 
the  American  papers,  tbat  the  Bank,  or 
THE  United  States  is  not  to  have  its 
charter  renewed.  For  the  sake  of  my 
friends  in  that  coantry,  and  for  the  sake 
of  humanity,  I  hope  it  never  will  be  re- 
newed. Where  there  issuch  an  establish- 
ment, the  government  will  always  con- 
trive to  have  a  National  Debt ;  and  then 
comes  all  that  wenow  feci,  and,  which  is  a 
great  deal  more,  all  that  we  dread.  In 
short,  it  appears  to  me,  that  if  a  set  of  the 
most  cunning  men  that  ever  were  born 
had  been  bricked  up  in  conclave,  as  the 
Cardinals  used  to  be,  (or  a  half  a  life  time, 
in  order  to  devi.se  something  by  the 
means  of  which  a  people  should  be  made 
to  labour  most  zealously  for  their  own  de- 
basement, corruption,  ruin,  and  misery, 
they  could  not  have  discovered  any  thing  ■ 
more  efficacious  than  Paper-money  and 
National  Debts.  The  two  always  go  to- 
gether. They  are  inseparable  compa- 
nions. They  alwaj's  rise  and  fall  to- 
gether. There  can  be  no  National  Debt 
without  a  Paper-money ;  because  it  is  with 
paper,  in  one  shape  ov  another,  that  the 
interest  of  such  Debt  must  be  paid  ;  and 
the  moment  there  is  a  Paper-mone.y,  the 
government  r.iil,  somehow  or  other,  get 
hold  of  it.  Indeed,  it  is  the  government 
than  makes  and  upholds  a  paper  money. 
■ 'It  was  very  wise  in  the  American  go- 
vernment to  put  a  stop  to  this  rising  mis- 
chief in  their  country-  After  what  they 
have  seen  here  they  Would  have  been 
shp.raefully  deficient  in  their  duty  if  they 
had  not  done  what  they  have.  '  Yet,  the 
measure  appears  to  have  been  carried  only 
by  the  casting  vote  of  Mr.  George  Clin- 
ton, the  Vice  President  (and  who,  as  the 
reader  knows,  is  also  President  of  the 
Senate),  w  hose  name  ought  to  be  held  in 
honour  in  every  part  of  the  world. 

CoNsoLipATED    FuND,— <— The   reader 
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has^seen,  in  the  newspapers,  a  report  of 
the  Speech  of  Mr.  Peticevau  uoon  the 
SURPLUS  of  the  Consolidated'  Fund. 
Mr.Bankes,  we  are  toid,  heard  it  with  greai 
satisfaction,  and,  from  appearances,  the 
whole  of  the  Honourable  House  seemed 
quite  pleased  with  it. — —The  news-papers 
took  it  up  the  next  morning,  and  off  they 
went  upon  a  full  cry.  Oae  would  have 
thought  that  amine,aninexhau5ilible  mine, 
of  pure  gold  had  been  discovered,  and  that 
the  nation  were  actually  bcgiuaing  to  fin- 
ger the  precious  metal. The  Couuieu 

broke  forth  thus  : "  By   the  Report  of 

"  the  Parliamentary  proceedings  of  yes- 
"  terday  the  Public  wi!l  perceive,  tviih 
"  great  pleasure,  the  very  Jlourishing  slate  of 
"  the  Revenue,  notwithstanding  the  embar- 
"  rassments  our  commerce  has  had  to  sus- 
"  tain,  and  the  gloomy  predictions  of  men 
"  who  have  no  confidence  in  any  thing 
"  but  the  irresistible  ascendancy  of  the 
**  enemy.  The  surplus  produce  of  the 
"  Consolidated  Fund  during  the  last  year, 
*'  ending  on  the  5th  instant,  exceeds  by 
'*'  nearly  a  million  and  a  half,  the  estimate 
"  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  an 
"  estimate  for  which  he  was  reproved  as 
"  being  too  sanguine  in  his  expectations. 
"  The  circumstances  of  the  moment  are 
"  indeed  most  flattering,  the  Regent's  Go- 
"  vern.Tient  is  most  auspicious  !  Our  Reve- 
"  nue,  amidst  difficulties,  in  defiance  of  all 
"  the  artifices  and  hostili'tV  of  our  enemies, 
"  iising  above  the  7nost  san^7cine  calculations, 
"  of  those  even  who  have  the  highest  coiifi- 

"  dence  in  its   solidity." Solidity,   did 

you  say  ?  Show  us  this  Surplus  in  gold  and 
sikxr,  and  then  we  will  hear  you  talk  of 

solidity. -The  public, in  general, employ 

their  time  much  too  well  to  know  what  the 
Surplus  or  the  Fund  itself  means. — — It 
would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  give  them  a 
description  of  these  things;  but,  one  of 
.these  days,  when  we  have  leisure  to  laugh, 
I  will  tell  them  v>'hat  they  mean.  At  pre- 
sent, let-me  beg  of  them  to  bear  in  mind, 
that,  every  year,  from  the  outset  of  the  war 
against  the  Jacobms  and  Levellers  in 
n  93  T  every  year,  let  who  would  be  minister, 
we  have  been  told,  that  our  money  afiiiirs 
were  in  a  more  prosperous  way  than  they  were 
in  the  year  before.  Every  j'ear  has  the  Deht 
increased ;  every  year  have  the  Taxes  been 
augmented;  every  year  have  the  poor  be- 
come more  and  more  miserable  and  the 
poor  rates  more  and  more  heavy  ;  every  year 
has  the  paper-money  augmented  ;  every  year 
have  the  gold  and  silver  diminished  in  quan- 
tity J  and  yet  (Oh,  wondrous  people  !)  you 


have  every  year  been  told,  that  your 
money  affairs  have  been  more  and  more 
prosperous  ;  And,  so  you  will  be  told  to 
the  very  end  ;  nay,  you  will  be  told  so 
after  the  end  ;  for,  I  verily  believe,  that,  if 
the  dollar  were  worth  fifty  pounds  in  paper, 
the  same  thing  woulil  be  told  you  about 
the  "flourishing  state    of    our    finances." 

-The  French  paper,  the  Moniteur,  in 

answer  to  a  Speech  of  Mr.  Addington, 
like  this  of  Mr.  Perceval,  said  :  "  Fay 
'•  your  bank  notes  in  gold  and  silver,  and  then 
"  we  will  believe  in  the  solidity  of  your  fi- 

"  nances;   but  not  before." Indeed,  it 

is  an  insult  to  common  sense  to  talk  of 
flourishing  Jlnances  where  nothing  hut  paper 
is  to  be  seen.  Who  is  to  tell  any  thing 
at  all  about  the  matter  ?  What  standard 
is  there  ?  How  is  any  one  to  know  the 
value  of  what  is  brought  to  account .-'  There 
is  such  a  working  about  with  paper,  that  no 
one  can  tell  what  any  thing  is  worth.  All 
is  uncertainty  and  confusion  ;  and  so  long  . 
have  we  been  accustomed  to  hear  these 
assertions  of  pecuniary  prosperity  made, 
that,  at  last,  they  are,  with    ail    men  of 

sense,  become  a  mere  sound. Amidst 

all  this  prosperity,  however,  our  Minister 
is,  it  seems,  about  to  borrow  money  for  our 
use!  It  is  stated  that  he  means  to  make  a 
loan  of  19  millions,  and  we  know  that  he 
has  obtained  an  Act  for  funding  12  mil- 
lions in  the  shape  cf  Exchequer  Bills  ; 
making  together  31  millions  to  be  added 
to  the  National  Debt  in  this  one  year  ! 

Now,  is  there  any  other  country  in 

the  world  where,  under  such  circum- 
stances, any  body  would  think  of  coolly 
telling  the  people,  that  their  finances  were 
in  a  most  flourishing  state?  I  ask  you, 
reader ;  I  put  it  to  you,  whether  you 
think,  that  there  is  any  other  country  m 
the  world,  where  any  body  would  dream 
of  uttering  such  an  assertion,  under  such 

circumstances  ? But,  the  state  of  mind 

in  which  the  people  are,  in  this  respect, 
is  owing  to  the  opei  ation  of  the  paper- 
money  system.  Men  see  and  tulk  of 
paper-money  as  property  so  long,  'till,  at 
last,  the  Confusion  in  their  minds  makes 
them  stupid  ;  and  they  see  liothing  in  a 
clear  and  rational  light.  They  lose  all 
distinct  notions  as  to  property,  money, 
debts,  ciedits,  riches  ani  poverty;  'tifl, 
in  the  end,  they  become  great,  overgrown 
babies  in  every   thing   relating   to   such 

matters. 1,  for  my    part,  believe,  that 

the  Minister  himself  is  perfectly  sincere 
upon  this  point.  His  clerks  make  up  the 
account  j   there  stand  the  figures,  in  rank 
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anJ  filci  marshalled  for  attack  upon  the 
cnetny.  But,  alas  !  the  figures  \%^^\  \  It 
is  all  mere  names  and  signs.  And,  to  his 
.  utter  astonishment,  he  finds,  amidst  all 
this  plenty  of  money,  this  surplus,  or 
overmuch,  0^  iundi,  he  "is  obliged  to  bor- 
row immense  sums  for  the  use  of  the 
nation,  and  to  make  enormous  additions  to 
the  mortgages  upon  that  revenue,  which 
he    rej^icsents    as     being   svjKruLundantlj/ 

productive. -iu  my  garden  there  was  an 

Ant  hii!.  Fifty  times  did  I  and  my  gar- 
dener dispeise  the  little  creatures  with 
our  feet;  and  stili  would  they  return  and 
proceed  again  as  if  nothing  had  happened. 
At  last,  said  I,  "  let  the  poor  devils  alone, 
"  Robinson  ;    for  they   are  just  ■  like   us 

"  English    people." But,    I   know    of 

nothing  except  the  Anis  that  are  like  us. 
Every  thing  else,  that  has  eyes  and  ears, 
seems  to  be  able  to  profit  from  experience. 
We  are,  however,  doing  no  more  than 
fulfilling  the  predictions  of  Hume,  even  to 
the  very  letter.  Year  after  year  we  listen 
to  the  same  story,  and  our  credulity  really 
appears  to  increase  with  the  number  of 
the  times  that  we  are  deceived. 

W^COBBETT. 
State  Prison,  Neiv;.;atc,  Fridaj/, 
April  12,  181  J. 

PARLIAMENTARY  REFORM. 

Lincoln's  Inn,  Sth  April,  1811. 
Sir; — As  Paper-money  is  a  child  of 
Pitt's  Anti-reformist  War,  and,  conse- 
quently, a  crand -child  of  the  Borough 
System  ;  and  as  the  inevitable  catastrophe 
of  this  same  Paper-money  may  throw  the 
nation  into  a  convulsion  fatal  to  the  state, 
unless  a  radical  Reform  of  Parliament,  if 
not  previously  accomplished,  shall  be  im- 
mediately at  hand,  for  opening  to  the  dis- 
tracted public  a  haven  of  tranquillity,  in 
which  they  may  find  repose,  and  expect 
as  speedy  a  cure  of  the  public  malady 
and  wounds  as  nature,  wisdom,  and  virtue 
can  administer;  it  must  afford  a  lively 
•satisfaction  to  our  country  to  see  the 
Prince  Regent  repel  an  attempt  to  barter 
military  rewards  for  parliamentary  votes ; 
thus  manifesting  a  mind  which  cannot  be 
uncongenial  with  a  constitutional  Reform  of 
the  Borough  System. — And  if.  Sir,  rumour 
be  correct  in  reporting  (and  I  have  it  on 
respectable  authority)  that  already  two 
select  meetings  of  Parliamentary  Reform- 
ers have  been  iiehl,  in  which  Mr.  Brand 
and  Sir  Francis  Burdett  were  present,  with 
other  leading  gentlemen  who  have  hitherto 


ranged  themselves  under  their  respective 
standards.;  but  who,  from  a  sense  of  their 
country's  wrongs  and  danger,  have  wisely 
given  to  the  wiiuls  those  shades  of  opinion 
which,  by  keeping  them  asunder,  had 
hitherto  checked  the  progress  of  Reform 
in  public  opinion. — On  thB  principle  that 
government  in  every  country,  and  of  every 
form,  ultimately  <!epcnds  on  public  opi- 
nion, and  in  a  true  state  is  thereby  pre- 
eminently irifiuenced  ;  it  is  the  intention 
of  these  persons  to  promote,  undei*  good 
auspices,  town  and  county  meetings,  for 
collecting  the  sense  of  the  nation,  on  the 
two  following  question*:  Does  the  House 
of  Commons,  as  now  constituted,  repre- 
sent or  speak  the  sense  of  the  nation  r  and, 
is  it  not  equally  essential  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  crown  and  the' liberties 
of  the  people,  that  the  said  House  be  con- 
stitutionally reformed  ? — As  a  prelude  to 
such  town  and  county  meetings,  it  is  in- 
tended, as  I  understand,  to  convene  a 
general  meeting  in  the  metropolis,  to  be 
holden  towards  the  end  of  May  ;  and  the 
delay  of  advertising  it  is  only  occasioned 
by  a  desire^  first  to  engage  as  f.tewards  a 
numerous  body  of  noblemen  and  gentle- 
men of  character  atid  property. — A  know- 
ledge of  the  happy  union  that  has  taken 
place  between  the  two  divisions  or  sects 
of  Reformers,  must,  in  every  bosom  of 
which  public  virtue  is  an  inhabitant,  make 
a  strong  sensation,  and  cause  a  happy 
augury  of  success.  In  proof  that  it  has 
had  this  efiect  on  mine,  I  beg  leave  to 
prcseiit  you  with  an  eflusion  it  has  pro- 
duced, being  a  Parody  on  Dryden's  well 
known  verses  on  the  three  greatest  of  epic 
poets. — And  I  trust  that  not  only  the 
members  of  parliament  who  have  attended 
the  selcrt  meetings  I  have  mentioned, 
(and  full  half  were  members),  but  all 
those  wiio  supported  in  parliament  the  re- 
spective motions  for  Parliamentary  Re- 
form, made  in  the  two  last  sessions  by  Sir 
F.  Burdett  and  Mr,  Brand,  as  well  as 
later  converts,  will  exhibit  to  your  readers 
a  contrast  to  your  "  Legion  Club"  and 
their  modern  counterparts,  that  will  do 
honour  to  our  age  and  nation. 

To  the  Prince   Regent,  and    the   Parliamentary 
Reformers  of  the  Present  Day. 

A    SONNETT. 

Thrice,  godlike  men,  in  distant  ages  born, 
England  adorn'd,  and  briglitly  now  adorn  j 
The  first,  with  energy  and  valour  glow'd, 
Fam'd  Riinnyniead  and  Magna  Charta  siiow'dj 
That  wisdom  grac'd  the  next,  the  Bill  of  Rijlttsj 
But  atill,  the  epochs  of  those  patriot  flights, 
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Yield  in  eflfulgenc*  to  that  coming  day, 
Whenftadical  Reform  shall  claim  the  Jay 
Miltonicj  and  our  coantry,  truly  free, 
With  ever-verdant  wreaths  of  liberty 
Their  honour'd  brows  shall  deck,  whose  gen'rous 
Secure,  shall  fence  it,  in  our  genial  soil ;         [toil, 
Those,  of  tyrannic  pow'r  but  lopp'd  the  living  shoots, 
These,  end  the  noxious  tree — these  kill  the  v  ery  roots ! 

A  Student  in  the  Law 
AND  Constitution. 


MR.  ROGER  O'CONNOR. 
TRIM  ASSIZES, Wednesday, March  IS. 

This  day  i2oger  O'Connor,  and  Rodrick 
ty  Connor,  Esqrs.  and  Peter  Hayes,  were 
given  in  charge  for  assaulting  Henry  Ogle. 

Mr.  Jebb  stated  the  case,  and  called  the 
prosecutor,  who  proved  that  he  had  been 
violently  assaulted  and  beaten  by  the  two 
O'Connors,  father  and  son,  on  two  dis- 
tinct days,  at  Dangen  Castle,  the  resi- 
dence of  the  elder  O'Connor.  The  ^vit- 
ness  had  gone  to  the  house  of  the  latter 
to  demand  a  receipt  in  full  for  half  a 
year's  rent  for  which  Roger  O'Connor, 
bis  Landlord,  had  seized  and  sold  Ogle^s 
chattels. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.   O'Connor. 

Q.  Do  you  know  two  men  of  the  name 
of  Martin  M'Keon  and  James  Crosbie  ? 
A.  I  do. 

Q,,  Look  on   the   Bench  at  my  Lord 

Norbury,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of 

Common  Pleas;  is  he  a  sworn  friend  of 

»..  your's  ?  A.  I  never  spoke  to  the  Gentk- 

c4  man  in  my  life. 

Q,  Is  he  a  sworn  enemy  of  mine  ?  A.  I 
do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  say,  if  my  rent  was  to 
be  decided  before  Lord  Norbury  and  a 
Trim  Jury,  they  would  make  right  wrong, 
and  wrong  right  ?  A.  I  never  said  any 
such  thing. 

Lord   Norbury.— If  any  person  was  to 
-6/ say  such  a  thing,  I  would  feel  it  my  duty 
■■?:to  apply  to  His  Majesty's  Attorney-Ge- 
neral to  file  a  criminal  information. 

Mr.  O'Connor. — I  will  prove  it  to  j^our 
Lordship  this  day  upon  oa'th. 

The  witness  was  then  examined  by  Mr. 
O'Connor  as  to  a  variety  of  dealings  rela- 
tive to  the  rent  of  the  premises. 

Lord  NoRBUKY. — I  have  every  wish  to 
give  every  possible  and  reasonable  degree 
of  latitude  in  the  cross-examination;  but, 
Mr.  O'Connor,  I  request  you  to  recollect 
there  are  a  number  of  poor  wretches  in 
the  dock,  wailing  to  take  trial  for  their 

;iifes» 

i>  *  -J  _ 


Mr.  O'Connor. — I  do  not  know  how,  or 
why,  I  am  so  hemmed  in.  Is  there  a  man 
in  the  country  but  myself,  that  would 
have  been  sent  to  the  Assizes  to  stand  his 
trial  for  a  common  assault — to  be  dragged 
into  this  Court,  instead  of  being  sent  to 
the  Sessions,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
me  more  particular  than  any  other  man — 
I,  who  hardly  ever  stir  abroad,  except 
when  1  go  to  Dublin  or  England  with  my 
family — who  am  unacquainted  with  the 
gentlemen  of  the  country — who  never  was 
in  one  of  their  houses  for  seven  years— 
whose  only  acquaintance,  and  that  but  a 
slight  one,  in  the  country  is  Mr.  Winter? 
Why  should  I  be  treated  in  a  manner  to- 
tally different  from  any  other  man  ? 

Lord  Norbury. — I  only  wish  to  assist 
you  in  your  mode  of  proceeding  and  to 
save  as  much  of  the  pubhc  time  as  we  can, 

DEFENCE. 

Nicholas  Kerrney,  Owen   Tracy,  and 
Dorah  Crosbie,  swore  positively  that  the 
prosecutor  was  the  first  aggressor. 
3Iariin  31'Keon  examined  by  Mr.  O'Connor, 

Was  one  of  the  persons  left  as  keeper 
on  the  prosecutor's  property,  and  had  a 
conversation  with  him. 

Q.  Had  you  any  conversation  with  him 
relative  to  the  Learned  and  Noble  Lord 
on  the  bench  ? 

Lord  Norbury. — Sir,  Ixaution  you  not 
to  commit  a  studied  contempt  of  this 
Court.  I  have  as  much  temper  and  for- 
bearance as  any  man  that  has  the  honour 
of  presiding  in  a  similar  situation.  As  to 
myself,  r  am  totally  indifferent  to  what 
was  said,  but  I  never  will  suffer  any  man 
under  colour  of  a  defence  to  be  guilty  of 
a  studied  contempt,  because  it  cannot  be 
relevant  to  the  issue  ;  and  as  to  the  gossip- 
ing of  a  parcel  of  illiterate  ft  Hows,  it  can 
be  of  no  use  to  you;  and  I  v/iil  not  set  a 
precedent  for  insulting  the  coming  judges 
of  assize. 

Mr.  0'Con7tor.— My  Lord,  I  do  think 
it  ver}'^  relevant ;  and  if  it  should  be  a 
contempt,  I  do  it  in  ignorance.  Perhaps 
I  may  put  the  question  this  way  : — Did 
you  hear  any  thing  from  the  prosecutor 
respecting  the  trial .''  A.  This  is  the  great 
man  that  you  thoiight  so  much  about, 
and  that  the  people  thought  so  much 
about ;  and  that  they  thought  to  crown 
king  of  this  place.  And,  if  he  was  go- 
vernor or  king  of  Tara,  you  vvoald  be 
worse  off"  than  you  are — but,  if  it  was 
left  to  a  jury  of  Trim  and  Lord  Norbury, 
little  of  it  he  would  ever  put  into  his 
pocketj — you  know  little   about  it/  for 
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they  would  make  right  wrolig,  and  wrpng 
right. 

liord  NoKBURY. — Q,.  Who  was  present? 
A.  James  Crosbie. 

James  Croibie  examined  It^  Mr.  O'Coymor. 

is  the  second  keeper  that  was  on  the 
prosecutor's  property.  The  prosecutor 
said,  is  not  this  a  terrible  thing,  tha^  he 
slioiild  be  such  a  tyrant  :  but  I  will  let 
him  know  I  have  a  friend — my  Lord  Nor- 
bury  is  a  friend  of  mine,  is  an  intimate 
friend  of  mine,  and  a  sworn  enemy  to 
Mr.  O'Connor  ;  and  if  it  is  left  to  the 
decision  of  my  Lord  Norbury,  and  a 
Jury  of  Trim,  by  the  maculate  farmer,  he 
would  never  get  his  rent,  for  they  would 
make  wrong  right,  and  right  wrong. 

Mr.  M'Nally  to  the  prosecutor. — Q,.  Is 
that  true?  A.  It  is  as  false  as  any  thing 
as  ever  was  said. 

Q.  You  have  heard  what  he  has  said  re- 
pecting  thp  Noble  Lord  on  the  Bench  : 
does  he  swear  false  ?  A.  I  say  it  is  a  most 
infamous  lie. 

Heie  the  case  closed. — Lord  Norbury 
summed  up  the  evidence. 

The  Jury  retired  for  about  an  hour,  and 
then  brought  in  the  foUov/ing  verdict  :— 
R.  (J' Connor,  Esq.  gi\\hy—r Roderick  O'Con- 
nor, Esq.  not  guilty — Peter' Hoyes,  guilty. 

Mr.  O'Connor  begged  leave  to  address 
the  Court,  rie  said  the  verdict  just  given 
reminded  him  of  a  verdict  given  against 
Iiira  on  a  former  occasion,  in  a  civil  action, 
tried  in  the  same  Court-house,  before  his 
Lordship,  in  which  ihe  verdict  was  not 
only  against  the  evidence,  but  against  the 
charge  of  the  Noble  and  Learned  Lord. 
The  verdict  of  this  day  was  a  proof  of  the 
tesUmony  which  charged  Mr.  Ogle  with 
having  said  that  he  could  not  have  justice 
from  a  Trim  Jury  ;  and  he  now  felt  that 
justice  was  not  to  be  had  for  him  in  the 
county  of  Meath. 

Lord  Norbury  said,  he  would  not  listen 
to  such  a  charge  against  the  Jury  ;  they 
had  always  shewn  themselves  the  pro- 
tectors of  the  peace  and  liberty  of  the 
subject,  and  L,id  executed  their  duty  this 
day  with  a  conscientious  adherence  to  the 
evidence  given,  and  with  a  merciful  atten- 
tio;;  tu  the  case  of  the  younger  O'Connor, 
whom  they  had  acquitted,  and  in  doin^r 
which  they  had  dune  right,;  as  to  any  im^ 
putation  on  his  Lordship  himeelf,  that  was 
below  his  resentment.  Though  not  of  the 
old  Nobihty  of  the  country,  he  was  as 
proud  as  any  Lord  that  had  a  title,  and  he 
could  not  condescend  to  vindicate  hjs  con- 


duct from  malignatvt  and  unfouaded  im* 
putations,   ; 

Mr.  O'Connor  said,  Ihe  alluded  to  his 
Lordship's  conduct  heretofore  in  ^he  House 
of  Cunifnons,  when  Attorney  General  : 
to  that  conduct  he  imputed  the  partial 
treatment  he  had  received  :  it  had  poi- 
soned the  opinion  of  the  people  agauist 
him  ;  it  had  atFected  him  in  his  character 
and  in  bis  dearest  interests.  But,  however, 
he  thanked  the  Noble  Lord  for  the  pa- 
tience with  which  he  had  attended  to  the 
trial,  and  permitted  him  to  expend  so 
much  time. 

Lord  NoRBUKY  replied,  that  when  the 
history  of  the  j'ear  1798  came  fairly  to 
be  stated  to  posterity,  he  had  no  doubt 
but  the  Attorney-General  of  thai  iay 
would  appear  as  deserving  the  thank.s  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  O'Connor. — Then,  my  Lord,  for 
your  satisfaction,  I  tell  you  I  am  writing 
that  history. 

Lord  NoRBuiiY  said,  that  what  he  had 
said  did  not  relate  to  Mr.  O'Connor,  but 
to  his  family,  which  had  been  troublesome, 
and  disturbers  of  the  peace. 

Mr.  O'Connor,— Yoav  Lordship  alludes^ 
I  presume,  to  my  brother,  now  absent  in 
France,  with  whom  Government  capitu- 
lated, and  permitted  to  go  abi-oad. 

Lord  Norbury. — I  will  hold  no  farther 
conversation  with  you,  Mr.  O'Connor  : 
let  the  gentleman  be  taken  into  custody  ; 
we  will  consider  of  the  sentence. 

Mr.  M'Nally  informed  the  Court,  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  prosecutor  to  bring 
an  action,  and  said,  ]ie  gave  this  intima- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  mitigating  the 
sentence :  and  that  Mr.  O'Connor  should 
have  nothing  to  complain  of  he  would  ad- 
vise his  client  to  lay  the  venue  in  a  differ- 
ent county. 

Mr.  O'Connor  was  sentenced  to  be  con- 
fined one  month,  and  Mr.  Hayes  one  fort^ 
night. 


CORN  AGAINST  SUGAR. 
Resolutions  and  Petition  of  the  Com  Groxuer  a 
of'  the  County  of  Fife,  at  Cupar,  the  29th 
March,  1811. 

In  a  Meeting  of  the  Noblemen  and 
Gentlemen,  Heritors  of  the  County  of 
Fife,  held  here  this  Day,  in  consequence 
of  Advertisements  in  the  Edinburgh  News- 
papers, to  consider  of  the  expediency  ef 
petitioning  Parliament  against  the  ad- 
ditional Duty,  proposed  to  be  laid  on 
Spirits  made  from  the  Grain, 


913] 


APRIL  13,  iSl'l.'m^Com against  Sugar. 


C<if4 


GENERAt  Wemyss  in  the  Chair, 

The  Meeting  being  constituted.  General 
Wemyss  laid  before  them  a  letter  from 
several  Heritors  of  the  County,  addressed 
to  Mr.  Wedderburn,  Convener,  retjuesting 
him  to  call  this  Meeting,  together  with 
llie  Edinburgh  Newspapers,  containing 
the  Advertisement  summoning  the  Heri- 
tors to  meet  this  day  and  place.  There 
was  likewise  laid  before  the  Meeting,  a 
letter  from  the  Convener  of  the  County 
of  \herdeen,  referred  to  in  the  above 
advenisement,  with  the  Petition  thereto 
annexed,  whu  h  ■.»as  read  in  the  Meeting. — 
The  MeetmsT  ha^  in?  fully  deliberated  upon 
the  subject  wliich  they  were  called  to  con- 
sider. 

Resolved — Th^t  this  Meeting  is  appre- 
hensive, from  informatioji  communicated 
to  rhem,  that  the  Bill  lately  brought  iiito 
Parliament  for  increasing  the  Duties  on 
Spirits  distilled  in  Great  Britain,  if  passed 
into  a  law,  will  operate  as  a  prohibition 
against  the  use  of  Grain  in  the  Distilleries. 

Resolved — That  this  Meeting  therefore 
agree  to  petition  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  be  heard  by  Counsel  against  the 
Bill  being  passed  into  a  taw,  and  direct 
Petitions  to  be  made  out  and  signed  by 
the  Heritors  present,  in  the  following  terms: 

"  Unto  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  in  Parliament  assembled — The 
humble  Petition  of  the  Noblemen,  Gen- 
tlemen, Heritors  of  the  county  of  Fife, 
at  their  General  Meeting,  assembled  at 
Cupar  this  29th  of  March  1811;  sheweth. 
That  your  Petitioners  have  observed  with 
concern  that  a  Bill  has  lately  been  brought 
into  Parliament  for  layingadditional  Duties 
on  Spirits  distilled  from  Grain,  which  the 
Petitioners  are  apprehensive  vvdl  operate 
as  a  prohibition  against  the  distillation  of 
spirits  from  that  commodity  ;  and  on  that 
accoXiQt,  they  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
represent  the  bad  consetjuences  of  such  a 
measure  to  the  interests  of  the  County. 

"  It  has  hitherto  been  almost  universally 
admitted,  that  any  permanent  prohibition 
of  this  nature  would  be  productive  of  dan- 
gerous consequences  to  the  landed  interests 
of  the  country  ;  and  accordingly  it  is  ex- 
pressly stated  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Honourable  House,  which  recommended 
the  use  of  sugar  in  the  distilleries  as  a 
temporary  precaution  in  existing  circum- 
stances, that  the  permanent  adoption  of 
the  measure  would  be  attended  with  great 
evilstothe  agriculture  of  the  country,  that 
they  felt  it  incumbent  on  them  to  state. 


that  nothing  in  the   evidence  before  them  t 
could  induce   a   recommendation   to  that 
effect;    and  that  'hey  conceived  that  the 
frequent  repetition  would   be  still  more 
hurtful. 

"  Your  petitioners,  therefore,  sensible  of 
the  bad  effects  which  have  already  re-  i 
suited  from  the  temporary  prohibitions 
that  have  taken  place,  entertain  well 
grounded  alarms,  that  any  permanent  pro- 
hibition, would  prove  most  prejudicial  to 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country, 
and,  of  course,  to  the  public  in  general. 
Grain  in  this  country  is  at  present  very 
abundant,  and  the  farmers  are  suffering 
considerably  from  its  present  depressed 
price— from  the  want  of  demand  for  it— 
from  cattle  having  fallen  rapidly  in  value, 
and  from  the  taxes  which  the  present 
situation  of  the  country  renders  unavoid- 
able. 

"  Your  Petitioners  on  these  and  other 
grounds  to  be  stated  to  the  Honourable 
Blouse,  therefore  most  humbly  pray  the 
Honourable  House  to  allow  them  to  be 
heard  by  Counsel  agamst  the«- passing  of 
the  foresaid  Bill,  or  to  grant  such  relief  to 
your  petitioners,  as  to  the  Honourable 
House  in  its  wisdom  may  seem  proper. 

"  And  your  Petitioners  shall,  &c." 

Resolved — Tliat  the  Petitions  be  trans^ 
mitted  to  the  earl  of  Morton,  and  Sir  John 
Anstruther,  of  Anstruiher,  bart.  M.  P.  ac- 
companied by  letters  from  the  Preses  of 
this  Meeting,  requestint;  thern  to  present, 
the  petitions  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and 
House  of  Commons  respectively. 

Resolved — That  Copies  of  this  minute 
be  transmitted  to  the  Members  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  connected  with  the 
County  of  Fife. 

That  the  l\linutes  of  this  Meeting  be 
published  in  the  Edinburgh  and  London 
Newspapers,  and  that  the  Clerk  be  in- 
structed to  transmit  Copies  of  the  Minutes 
to  the  Conveners  of  all  the  other  Counties 
of  Scotland. — Signed  in  Name,  and  by 
appointmeut  of  the  Meeting,  by 

W.  Wemyss,  P.. 

General  Wemyss  having  left  the  Chair^ 
the  thanks  of  the  Meeting  were  unani- 
mously voted  to  him  for  his  conduct  as 
Preses  of  the  Meeting. 


CORN  AGAINST  SUGAR. 

England. — Protat  of  the  Landholders  against 
the  Distillery  Bill. —  TAcDuke  qf  Bea- 
FOED  in  the  Chair. 

At  a  Meeiing  of  Noblemen  and  Qth- 
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tlemen,  held  at  the  St.  Alban's  Tavern, 
St.  Albaa's-street,  London,  on  Tuesday, 
9th  Apri),  1811. 

His  Grace  the  Duke,  of  Bedford, 
in  the  Chair. 
The  following  Resolutions  were  unani- 
mously agreed  to : 

1st,  Resolved,  That  undertjie  protecting 
influence  of  the  laws,  framed  at  tlie  end 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  Agriculture,  the  cultiva- 
tion of  our  soil  provided  an  abundant  sup- 
ply for  consumption,  and  produced  a  large 
surplus  for  exportation. 

2d,  Resolved,  That  the  duty  of  sixteen 
shillings  then  imposed  on  the  importation 
of  Barley,  when  the  price  of  that  article 
did  not  exceed  thirty-two  shillings  per 
quarter,  gave  to  the  Farmer  a  decided 
preference  in  the  Home  Market  till  the 
value  of  Barley  exceeded  that  sum. 

3d,  Resolved,  That  in  consequence  of 
the  depreciation  of  mone^',  3'2s.  at  the 
time  this  protecting  duty  was  imposed,  ap- 
pearsfromSirGeorgeShutkburgh's  Tables, 
to  have  been  equal  to  855.  in  the  year 
1800;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
progressive  depreciation,  it  must  now  be 
equal  to  a  larger  sum. 

4th,  Resolved,  That  the  policy  of  the 
present  Corn  Laws,  which  admifs  the  fo- 
reign importer  into  competition  with  the 
British  Cora  Grower,  when  Barley  (on 
the  cultivation  of  which  the  abundance 
of  ail  other  Grain  mainly  depends)  is  at 
33*.  per  quarter,  does  not  therefore  ap- 
pear to  us  to  merit  that  applause,  which 
has  been  so  studiously  bestowed  upon  it ; 
for,  by  these  laws,  the  effectual  encou- 
ragement formerly  given  to  Agriculture 
has  been  reduced,  and  the  Couniry  has 
since  become  dependent  on  importation 
for  its  sustenance. 

5th,  Resolved,  That  it  appears  from  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  appointed  in  the  3'^ear  180y, 
"  To  inquire  and  report  how  far  and  under 
what  circumstances  it  may  be  practicable 
and  expedient  to  confine  the  Distilleries 
of  the  United  Kingdom  to  ihe  use  of 
Sugar  and  Molasses  only  ;  and  also  what 
other  provisions  can  be  made  lor  the  re- 
lief of  the  Growers  of  Sugar  in  the  British 
West  India  Colonies,^'  that  the  suspension 
of  the  Grain  Distillery  was  recommended 
cnder  the  circumstance  of  the  stoppage 
of  all  foreign  importation,  as  a  means  of 
temporary  relief  to  ihe  immediate  distress 
of  the  Colonies;  and  that  a  permanent  or 
frequent  interference  with  this  source  of 


encouragement  to  the  Agriciilturc  of  the 
Country,  was  deprecated  in  the  strongest 
terms. 

0th.  Resolved,  That  oi'i  the  principle  of 
giving  aid  to  the  West  India  Colonies  in 
the  year  1 808,  the  use  of  Grain  in  the 
Distilleries  was  prohibited  when  the  price 
of  Barley  was  nearly  the  same  as  when 
Parliament  in  the  year  1802,  acting  solely 
with  reference  to  the  encourag,enient  of 
Agriculture  and  the  due  supply  of  the 
Country,  removed  the  prohibition  of  Dis- 
tilling from  Grain. 

7th,  Resolved,  That  it  is  therefore  in- 
correct to  affirm,  that  the  use  of  Sugar 
was  never  admitted  in  the  Distilleries  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  Agricultural  Interest 
of  Great  Britain,  from  the  consideration 
of  the  situation  of  the  West  Indian  Co- 
lonist. 

8th,  Resolved,  That  In  the  Bill  now  be- 
fore Parliament  the  equivalent  Duty  is  so 
settled,  as  by  a  Bounty  on  Sugar  to  pre- 
vent the  Manufacture  of  Corn  Spirits  from 
entering  into  competition  on  fair  terms 
with  the  Manufacture  of  Sugar  Spirits, 
unless  the  Price  of  Barley  is  five  shillings 
and  nine  pence  per  quarter  lower  than  the 
Price  of  one  hundred  weight  of  Sugar, 
exclusive  of  the  duty. 

9th  Resolved,  That  this  calculation 
makes  no  allowance  for  the  additional  ex- 
peiice  of  manufacturing  Spirit  from  Grain 
beyond  the  expence  of  manufacturing 
Spirit  from  Sugar,  which  at  the  rate  of  one 
penny  per  gallon  woiild  prevent  the  ma- 
nufacturer of  Corn  Spirit  from  meeting  the 
Manufacturer  of  Sugar  Spirit  on  fair  terms 
in  the  Market,  unless  the  quarter  of  Barley 
was  seven  shillings  and  three  pence  lower 
than  the  price  of  one  hundred  weight  of 
Sugar :  and  it  at  the  rate  of  two  pence, 
would  exclude  him  from  the  Market,  un- 
less the  quarter  of  Barley  was  eight  shil- 
lings and  nine  pence  cheaper  than  one 
hundred  weight  of  Sugar ;  j'et  it  is  gene- 
rally admitted  that  the  dillerence  in  the 
expence  of  manufacturing  Corn  and  Sugar 
Spirit  (exclusive  of  the  advantage  derived 
from  the  Grain)  exceeds  that  sum. 

10th,  Resolved,  That  adopting  the 
calculations  on  which  the  Bill  pro- 
ceeds as  correct,  though  we  deem  them 
to  be  far  otherwise,  and  assuming  the 
Duties  to  be  so  settled  that  Sugar  Spirits, 
while  Sugar  is  at  forty-three  shillings 
and  nine-pence  per  hundred  weight, 
can  enter  into  competition  with  Corn 
Spirit  whilst  Barley  is  at  thirty-eight 
shillings  per  quarter :   it  follows  that  if 
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Sugar  is  reduced  to  forty-two  shillings 
and  nine-pence  per  cwt.  Corn  Spirit 
.  cannot  enter  into  competition  unless  Barley 
is  at  thirty-seven  shillings  per  quarter, 
and  that  the  following  Table  will  shew 
the  highest  prices  at  which,  if  Sugar  should 
I'all  in  value.  Barley  can  be  used  in  the 
Diililleries: — 


Per  Cwt.  Per  Quarter. 

ri\s.  9d Barlev  is  excluded  if  above  '36s. 

40s.  9(/ DitV 35s. 

39>-.  9(1 Ditto 34s. 

38s.  9d DiUo 33s. 

,  .  37s.  W Ditto 3'2s. 

"(  36s.  9d. Ditto 3U. 

Ditto 30s.. 

Ditto 29s. 

Ditto 28s. 

27s. 

26s. 


36s.  9d. 

33s.  9d 

34s.  9d 

33s.  9d 

32s.  9(/.......  ..     Ditto 

*-31s.  9d Ditto 


1 1th,  Resolved,  That  the  grievance  oc- 
casioned by  this  measure  appears  to  us 
therefore  to  be  misunderstood,  when  it  is 
represented  as  fixing  thirty-eight  shillings, 
or  any  other  certain  sum  as  the  maximum 
at  which  Barley  can  be  used  for  Distilla- 
tion. 

The  real  grievances  of  which  those  con- 
cerned in  British  Agriculture  have  to  com- 
plain are — That  by  an  unprecedent  re- 
tinenient  in  the  vicious  poiicv  of  Legisla- 
tive Restrictions,  the  price  at  which  Grain 
can  be  used  for  this  purpo.se  is  made  to 
depend  upon  the  value  of  another  article; 
— That  if  in  consequence  of  an  abundant 
crop,  the  market  price  of  Sugar  should  be 
as  low  as  in  1807-8/  Barley  would  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  Distillery,  unless  its  value 
was  reduced  under  twenty-eight  shillings 
per  quarter,  a  price  at  wnich  it  cannot  be 
grown  without  a  great  loss; — And  thai  it 
IS  thus  rendered  impossible  for  the  farmer 
to  conipute  the  fair  rent  he  can  give  fnr 
Land,  without  entering  into  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  probable  price  of  Sugar  during 
the  currency  of  his  Lease. 

I2th,  Resolved,  That  it  is  t4ierefore 
either  a  misconception,  or  a  wilful  mis- 
statement of  this  measure,  to  affirm,  that 
"  the  West  India  Colonist,  so  far  from 
beiiig  in  effect  admitted  to  an  equal  com- 
petition for  the  Distillery  with  British 
Corn,  is  not  even  admitted  upon  terms  as 
favourable  as  the  foreign  importer.  The 
foreign  importer  is  admitted  into  general 
competition  with  the  British  Corn  Growers 
when  Barley  is  at  3'.is.  per  quarter,  while 
38*.  per  quarter  is  the  price  now  proposed 
to  be  fixed  for  the  admission  of  Sugar  into 
competition  with  British  and  Foreign  Corn 
conjointly  on  what  is  assumed  to  be  an 
equal  footing." 


.-^Official  Papers.  '  [918 

13th,  Resolved,  That  it  appears  neces- 
sary to  give  the  'Public  this  explanation  of 
the  Bill  now  under  the  consideration  of 
Parliament,  because  if  the  statement  was 
founded,  or  the  reasoning  just,  which  has 
been  relied  upon  by  the  West  India  Plan- 
ters and  Merchants,  it  must  follow,  that  if 
■under  a  system  of  equivalent  Duties,  cal- 
culated on  Sugar  being  at  435.  9d  per 
cwt.  and  Barley  at  3^>s.  per  quarter,  a 
proposal  was  made  to  admit  Sugar  to  a 
competition  in  the  Home  Brewery,  it 
wo'.dd  be  in  the  estimation  of  that  Meet- 
ing no  hardship  to  the  British  Farmers, 
whilst  foreign  Barley  was  permitted  by 
Law  to  be  imported  at  33«.  per  (juarter. 

For  it  seems  impossible  to  deny,  that 
the  same  reasoning  thev  have  used  to 
vindicate  the  admission  of  Sugar,  under 
these  circumstances,  to  a  competition  in 
the  Distillery,  must  also'  authorise  the 
inference,  that  the  measure  of  admit- 
ting it  to  a  competition  in  the  Brewery, 
would  in  like  manner  "  only  afford  sup- 
port to  the  British  Colonies,  far  short  of 
what  they  feel  themselves  equitably  en- 
titled to" — "at  the  expence  ofour  ene- 
mies"—without  discouraging  the  agricul- 
ture of  this  Country."  Bedford. 

Resolved,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Meet- 
ing be  given  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  for  his  great  attention  to  the  bus!« 
ness  of  the  day. 


OFFICIAL  PAPER. 

Sp.^in  and  Portugal. — French  Official  In- 
telligence from  the  Arviies,  published  at 
Paris.  3\st  March,  1811. —  Battle  of 
THE  Gebora — conclmlcdfrom  p.  893. 

Dispositions  howfver  were  made 

to  attack  him  in  this  position,  but  tlvey 
were  necfcssrtrily  suspended  until  the 
waters  of  the  Gebora  and  Guadiana,  which 
had  overflown  the  fields,  should  retire,  and 
our  means  of  pas--ing  secured.  Captains 
Royal,  of  the  Marine  engineers,  ami  Gil- 
let,  of  the  pontoniers,  laboured  so  hard, 
that  en  the  18th  we  were  able  to  send  in- 
fantry and  cannon  across  the  river.  On 
the  following  night  the  troops  destined 
by  the  Duke  of  Treviso  ibr  that  purpose 
were  sent  over.  General  Latour  Mau- 
boiirg  placed  his  cavalry  o\  reserve  in 
line  ;  and  on  the  same  day  a  new  mortar 
battery,  wiiich  was  established  on  the  left 
of  the  attack  of  the  centre,  obliged  the 
enemy  to  shift  their  camp,  and  to  place 
themselves  out  of  the  protection  of  the 
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fort  San  Christova!.-— On  the  lyth,  before 
day,  General  Latour  Maiabourg  forded  the 
Geborawith  his  cavalry  above  the  bridge, 
which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
two  days  before.  He  moved  forward,  ra- 
pidly, by  the  road  iVoni  Badajos  to  Campo 
Mayor,  where  he  commenced  an  attack 
on  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line.  The  2d 
hussars  even  penetrated'  into  their  camp 
for  a  sliort  time.  During  this  attack, 
the  infantry  and  artillery,  under  the  or- 
ders of  General  Girard,  passed  the  fords 
to  the  right  and  left  of  the  bridge,  not- 
withstanding the  rapidity  of  the  cur- 
rent, and  that  they  were  up  to  the 
middle  in  water.  As  soon  as  the  columns 
were  formed,  the  Duke  of  iVeviso  ordered 
General  Girard  to  marcii  against  tlie  right 
of  the  enemy,  and  to  manoeuvre  as  if  he 
intended  to  gain  the  height  and  place  him- 
self between  the  enemy  and  Fort  Christo- 
val.  The  right  having,  been  forced,  Ge- 
neral  Girard  was  to  alter  his  movement 
from  the  right,  and  fall  upon  the  maiii 
body  of  the  enemy,  while  General  Latour 
Maubourg,  with  his  cavalry,  should  attack 
him  on  the  left  flank  and  break  his  line. 
This  double  movement  was  executed  with 
all  the  perfection  that  might  be  expected 
in  the  field  of  Mars  from  the  most  expe- 
rienced troops,  notwithstanding  the  brisk 
fire  kept  up  by  the  enemy.  The  3  ith 
and  88th  regiments,  forming  the  brigade 
of  General  Philippon,  were  in  the  first  line, 
having  one  battalion  deployed  and  two 
others  in  column.  The  lOOlli  followed  in 
reserve  at  half  distance  from  the  line. 
The  2nd  company  of  the  3d  regiment  of 
artillery  advanced  on  a  line  with  the  in- 
iantry,  with  two  batteries.  The  fire  of 
our  troops  comuienced  at  100  paces,  and 
was  kept  up  without  at  all  inter^pting  the 
movement-  A  part,  however,  had  their 
bayonets  crossed,  until  all  the  masses  of 
the  enemy  were  penetrated  and  put  to  the 
rout.  The  cavalry,  which  followed  close 
behind  die  foot,  then  made  several  charges, 
■wliich  were  all  crowned  with  the  most 
complete  success.  At  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  the  two  Spanish  divisions,  which 
twelve  days  before  arrived  from  Lisbon, 
existed  no  longer ;  850  of  them  were 
killed.  Si>c  stands  of  colours,  17  pieces  of 
cannon,  20  ammunition  carts,  and  5200 
prisoners  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Im- 
perial army.  The  few  who  escaped  threw 
themselves  turnuliuously  into  Elvas  and 
Badajos.  Mendizabal  and  Lacarrera,  who 
were  in  the  last  square,  ignobly  sheltered 
themselves  in  the  first  of  these  fortresses. 
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1  200  Portuguese  and  Spani.sh  cavalry  who 
were  in  the  battle,  abandoned  the  infantry. 
— Among  the  prisoners  there  are  350  offi- 
cers, in  which  are  included,  Lieutenant- 
General  \iruez,  four  Brigadier-Generals, 
and  15  Colonels  or  Lieutenant-Colonels, 
as  well  as  several  officers  of  Mendizabal's 
staff.  It  is  asserted,  that  General  Garcia 
has  beeii  discovered  among  the  dead,  be- 
sides two  brigadiers  and  several  ofliicers  of 
rank. — [Here  follows  a  list  of  the  officers 
who  principally  distinguished  themselves] 
— Our  loss  m  this  battle  consists  only  of 
110  wounded;  the  number  of  killed 
amounts  only  to  30  ;  most  of  the  wounded 
will  be  soon  able  to  join  their  regiments. 

Extract  froiii  a  Second  Dispatch  from  Mar- 
shal the  Duke  of  Dalmatia  to  the  Prince  of 
Neufchatel,  dated  Badajos,  March  1 2. 

Monseigneur, — I  have  the  honour  to 
inform  your  Sert- ne  Highness  that  the  city 
of  Badajos  has  submitted  to  the  arms  of 
his  Majesty  the  Emperor  and  King.  On 
the  evening  of  the  i  0th  the  breach  was 
rendered  practicable,  and  the  necessary 
dispositions  for  carrying  it  by  assault  hav- 
ing been  made,  the  Duke  of  Treviso 
summoned  the  Governor,  who,  after  many 
difficulties,  at  last  listened  to  reason,  and 
thus  avoided  a  fresh  efliision  of  human 
blood.  In  the  course  of  the  night  the  ca- 
pitulation which  1  have  the  honour  to 
transmit  to  your  Excellency  was  signed, 
and  on  the  1 1th  the  troops  of  his  Majesty 
entered  Badajos.  The  garrison  marched 
out  with  military  honours,  grounded  their 
arms  on  the  glacis,  and  were  marched  as 
prisoners  of  war  to  France.  I  have  the 
honour  to  send  to  your  Excellency  a  list 
of  the  general  and  superior  officers,  and 
a  numerical  account  of  the  subalterns  and 
soldiers  who  have  set  out.  Their  number 
amounts  to  7155,  of  whom  512  are  offi- 
cers, including  a  Lieutenant-General,  two 
Field  Marshals,  four  Brigadiers,  15.  Co- 
lonels, and  24  Lieutenant-Colonels,  or 
Majors.  Exclusive  of  these,  there  are  in 
the  town  1100  sick  and  wounded,  and  I 
have  sent  home  220  married  people  or 
children,  who  in  the  last  six  months  have 
been  torn  from  their  families,  and  com- 
pelled to  serve.  We  also  picked  up  in 
the  town  300  soldiers  who  had  hid  them- 
selves. Thus  the  whole  of  the  prisoners 
taken  at  Badajos  amounts  to  9000  at 
least.-— We  found  in  the  fortress  17o 
pieces  of  cannon,  mortars,  and  howit- 
zers of  various  calibres  :  80,000  pounds 
of    powder,    300,000    cartridges,    and  a 
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great  deal  of  projectiles,  besides  two 
bridge  apparatuses  in  excellent  condition. 
In  the  course  of  the  siege  the  garrison  ex- 
pended twoiiundred  and  thirty  thousand 
pounds  of  powder,  and  two  millions  of 
cartridges.  The  soldiers  picked  up  8000 
twenty-four  pound  shot,  and  upwards  of 
600  shells,  which  were  fired  back  into  the 
fortress.  There  was  no  want  of  provisions. 
The  enemy  intended  to  convert  Badajos 
into  another  Saragossa.  The  greater  part 
of  the  bastions  and  outlets  of  the  streets 
had  entrenchments  thrown  up.  But  it  ap- 
pears, even  from  the  avowal  of  their 
leaders,  that,  being  in  ignorance  as  to  the 
real  point  of  attack,  until  the  moment  that 
the  breaching  battery  was  established, 
the}'  were  incapable  of  resistance  when 
the  breach  was  rendered  practicable. 
Notwithstanding,  the  English  General, 
Lord  Wellington,  did  not  cease  to  desire 
him  from  Lisbon,  to  hold  out,  and  that  he 
would  send  him  succours.  It  would  appear 
from  several  letters  which  were  intercept- 
ed, that  such  was  his  intention.  Without 
doubt  the  English  General  believed  that 
he  had  fulfilled  his  engagements,  in 
getting  rid  of  the  two  Spanish  divisions 
which  had  joined  his  army,  and  particu- 
larly when  he  learned  that  these  divisions 
had  been  completely  destroyed  at  the 
battle  of  Gebora.-^A  circumstance  took 
place  which  possibly  contributed  to  pro- 
tract the  siege  for  some  days.  When  the 
enemy  made  their  last  sortie  to  prevent 
the  covert-way  from  being  crowned.  Ge- 
neral Menacho,  the  Governor,  was  killed. 
General  Imas,  his  successor,  wished  to  give 
some  proofs  of  his  talents,  and  thereby 
occasioned  a  longer  resistance. — I  have 
the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Highness 
a  Dopy  of  *,The  Journal  of  the  Siege.'  It 
contains  an  account  of  our  loss  and  expen- 
diture during  the  operations.  I  also  send 
a  copy  of  the  Order  of  the  Day  which  on 
this  occasion  I  addressed  to  the  army. — 
Adjutant  Commandant  Ayy  will  have  the 
honour  of  delivering  you  my  dispatches, 
and  25  stands  of  colours,  taken  from  the 
enemicsof  the  Emperor  atOlivenza,  at  the 
battle  of  Gebora,  and  at  Badajos,  to  be  laid 
at  his  Majesty's  feet.  I  intreat  your  High- 
ness to  present  these  honourable  trophies. 
—The  surrender  of  the  troops  which  de- 
fended Badajos  completes  the  destruction 
of  the  late  army  of  Romana,  which,  two 
months  ago,  was  20,000  strong.  Of  these 
J  7,500  have  been  made  prisoners  of  war, 
and  sent  to  France  ;  the  remainder  have 
been  killed  or  dispersed.    There  are  also  a 
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great  many  wounded  In  the  hospitals  of 
Campo  Mayor  and  Albuquerque.  There 
only  remains  the  corps  of  Ballasteros,  which 
is  in  the  county  of  Niebla,  and  some  wrecks 
ofregiments  escaped  from  the  battleof  Ge- 
bora, which  Mendizabal  in  vain  endea- 
vours to.re-assem.ble  in  Portugal.  These 
important  results,  obtained  in  a  short 
space  of  time,  will  produce  a  great  efiect 
in  the  southern  provinces  of  Spain  and 
Portugal. — I  must  remark  to  your  High- 
ness, that  among  the  prisoners  at  Badajos 
there  are  a  great  number  who  have  been 
taken  several  times  before — men,  officers, 
and  Generals  ;  General  Garcia  is  one  of 
them  ;  he  was  taken  at  Ferrol,  where  he 
took  the  oath  of  fidelity. — [Here  follows 
an  account  of  the  officers  who  have  parti- 
cularly distinguished  themselves.] — I  have 
the  honour  to  be,"  &c. 

The  following  are  the  principal  articles 
of  the  Capitulation  of  Badajos  : 

"  The  garrison  will  march  out  with  the 
honours  of  war,  drums  beating,  lighted 
matches,  and  tvt'o  field-pieces  at  the  head 
of  the  column, — Their  Excellencies  the 
General  in  Chief,  the  Duke  of  Dalmatia 
and  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Treviso,  being 
desirous  on  this  occasion  to  give  the  gar- 
rison a  pioof  of  their  esteem,  in  considera- 
tion of  their  gallant  defence,  agree  that 
they  shall  march  out  by  the  breach.  The 
troops  will  lay  down  their 'arras  on  the 
glacis,  as  they  march  out,  leave  their  two 
pieces  of  canuon  there,  and  be  sent  as  pri- 
soners of  war  to  France. — It  is  agreed,  al- 
though from  the  notoi  iety  of  the  tolerant 
principles  possessed  by  the  French  no  sti- 
pulation is  necessary  to  this  efiect,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Badajos  shall  not  be 
called  to  account  for  their  political  opi- 
nions. Their  religion,  being  the  same 
with  that  of  the  French,  will  be  projected, 
instead  of  being  restrained.  They  shall 
not,  no  more  than  the  other  inhabitants  of 
Spain,  be  compelled  to  take  arms  against 
the  Spanish  troops." 


BATTLE  OF  BARROSA. 

French  Account,  published  at  Paris,  3  April. 
)  8 1 1 . — Extract  from  the  Correspondence 
of  the  Army  of  the  South  of  Spain,  of  the 
16  March. 

.  An  army  of  from  16  to  18,000  men,  of 
which  6  or  7000  were  English,  landed  at 
Algesiras  on  the  28th  of  February.  It 
consisted  of  4000  English  troops  from 
Cadiz,  3000  from  Gibraltar,  6000  Spaniards 
from  Cadiz,    and   about  ■IKJOO  collected 
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from  different  parts  of  the  coast.     The 
Spaniards  who   sailed    from    Cadiz  were 
eQibarked  in  the  bay  on  the  21  st  of  Febru- 
ary,   but    they     were    not    able   to     put 
to  sea  until  the  2Gth.     On  the    28Lh  they 
formed  a  junction   at   Aigesiras  with  the 
other  troops.     On  the  'id   of  March  this 
corps  advanced   to    Cassas   Viajas^ — The 
plan  of  the  enemy  was  to  raise  the  siege 
of  Cadiz,  and  to  tnke  all  the  French    lines 
in  the  rear,  while  an   attack  was  to   be 
made,  on   the  works  before   Cadiz  by  the 
garrison  of  that  place.     At  the  same  lime 
the  ships  of  war  and  gun-boats  were  to 
threaten    debarkations    on    every    point. 
Ballasteros  was  to  march  upon  Seville,  and 
an    insurrection  was  to  break  out  in  the 
mountains  of  Honda,  which  town  was  also 
to   b,e    attacked.     This   vast  project  has, 
however,    been    totally   defeated. — After 
having  issued    orders  respecting  his  line, 
the  Duke  of  Belluno  formed  a  reserve  at 
Chiclana,  composed  of  the  first  brigade  of- 
the  division  of  Ruffin,  and  of  the  stcond 
brigade  of  Leval's  division,  and  reinforced 
the  garrison     of    Medina   Sidonia. — The 
Spanish   scouts   appeared    on    the  4th   of 
March,    in    the    direction    of    Chiclana, 
On  the  5th   the    enemy's  army  advanced 
to   take  possession    of  that   town,  which 
they  knew  contained    the  depots,  maga- 
zines,   and   head-quarters  of  the  French 
army. — The   Duke  of  Belluno   marched 
towards   them  with    two   brigades,  three 
squadrons   of   cavalry,    two  batteries   of 
artillery,  and  about  6,000  men.     All  who 
shewed'    themselves    were     driven    back. 
The  enemy  w^s  foi'ced  back  upon  the  sea, 
and  his   plan    was  thereby   already  ren- 
dered  impracticable. — The  Duke  of  Bel- 
luno, in  prosecuting    his  success,  arrived 
c^ose  tipon  the  sea  shore,  whence  he  per- 
ceived that  the  important  position  of  Bar- 
rosawas  occupied   by  an  English  brigade, 
forming  the  rear-guard  of  the  allied  army. 
He  ordered    General   Ruflfin  to  take   pos- 
session of  that  height,  which  was  carried 
at  the  pas  du  charge,  and  several  pieces  of 
cannon   and   some  prisoners  were    taken. 
He  then  advanced  upon  the  enemy's  flank, 
towards  the  sea,  at  the  same  time  that  a 
brigade  of  Villatte's  division,  which  had 
taken  possession  of  the  tcte  de  pont  of  St. 
Petre,  proceeded  against  the  head  of  the 
column.      These    three  brigades    of  the 
French   army  had  thus  almost  enrelloped 
the  enemy. — Meanwhile  the  enemy,  sen- 
lible  of  the  difficulties  of  his  position,  de- 
termined to   return,  and    presented  four 
lines,  which  appeared  to  consist  of  4000 


men  each. — As  soon  as  the  Duke  of  Bel- 
luno saw  that  the  enemy's  force   was  so 
considerable,  and  that  the  English  formed 
a  great  part  of  it,    he   ordered    General 
Villatte's  brigade  to  leave  the  passages  to^ 
the  Isle  of  Leon  open,  and  to  advance  to- 
wards his  right,  and  he  also  directed  Ge- 
neral Ruffin  to  evacuate  the  height,  and  to 
close  upon  his  left,  being    no   longer  in 
expectation  of  snrrounding  the  enemy,  but 
confining  his  object  to  the  establishment  of 
a  line  parallel  to    the   sea,  and  including 
within  it  a  Spanish   division,  which   had 
been  cut  off  by  a  detachment  of  1500  men 
of  the  main   body  of  the  corps  d'armee. 
General  Ruffin  was  already  engaged  with 
this  division.     He   repulsed,    with   great 
vigour,  two  attacks  of  the  enemy,  in  which 
they  were  always  two  to  one.     Being  se- 
verely  wounded,    he    remained    on    the 
height  with  about  100  soldiers,  who  were 
also    wounded,    and    his   brigade  joined 
the   Duke    of  Belluno  on  his   left.     Suc- 
cessive attacks    took   place  on  the  cen- 
tre but  every  time  the  enemy  presented 
themselves   they   were    repulsed.      Con- 
stantly    disappointed     in     the    plan     of 
advancing  to  Chiclana,  confined  towards 
the  sea,  and  convinced   that  all   their  ef- 
forts had  proved  abortive,  and  the  field  of 
battle  being  strewed  with  their  dead,  they 
considered  themselves  fortunate   to    have 
the  opportunity  of  profiting  of  the  move- 
ment which   had   been   made  by  General 
Villatte,  and  of  throwing  themselves  into 
the  Isle  of  Leon,  which  they  did  without 
any  consideration   for  one  of  the  Spanish 
divisions,  wliich  was  thus  separated    from 
Cadiz,  but  which,  having  wandered  about 
all  the  following  day,   succeeded    in  en- 
tering the  Isle  of  Leon  during  the  night, 
as  the  blockade  was  not  re-established  on 
that  point  until  the  7tb.— Thus  between  5 
and    6,000  Imperial  troops  disappointed 
(he  execution  of  a  plan  long  meditated  by 
an  enemy,  drove  them  up  against  the  sea, 
and   compelled    them  to  retufn  to  Cadiz, 
whence  the  greater  part  of  their  force  had 
sailed   only  a  week  before.     The  Duke  of 
Belluno   took  three  standar^is,  four  field- 
pieces,  and  made  720  prisoners. — The  ac- 
tion was  extremely  obstinate.   The  French 
charged   several  times  with  the  bayonet. 
We   had   1,300  men  killed,  wounded,  or 
made  prisoners.     Among  the   latter  were 
150  men,  all  wounded,  who  were  taken  on 
the    height  defended  by  General  Ruffin, 
and   about  30  sharp  shooters,  who  were 
the  only  French  made  prisoners   without 
being  wounded.     The  first  battalion  gf 
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the  8tb  regiment  was  charged  in  a  wood 
of  olives,  in  which  it  was  placed  as  a  corps 
of  sharp  shooters.    The  eagle  bearer  being 
killed,  his  eagle  could  not  be  found.   This 
feginient  having  been  employed  as  sharp 
shooters  by  the  Gcnerai'd  order,  it  ought 
rwt  to  be  blamed  for  the  loss  of  the  eagle. 
-•-General  Ruffin  is  among  the  prisoners, 
and  his  wound  is  severe.      It  is  believed, 
however,  that  it  will   have   n>ri  .l^no^x^^no 
consequences.     Tujs  General  evinced  the 
greatest   intrepidity,  and    his   misfortune 
was  entirely  owing  to  his  being  wounded. 
—The  General  of  Brigade,  Chaudron  Ros- 
Seau,    and     Colonel    Autier,    are    killed. 
These  officers  were  distinguished  for  their 
bravery,   and    have   fallen    gloriously.— 
The  number  of  the  enemy  counted  dead 
on  the  field  of  battle  is  900,  including  300 
English,  and  we  are  assured  that  a  great 
number  were  carried  off.     The  enemy's 
loss  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  4,000 
•men,  that  is   to  say,  the  triple  of  ours. 
One  half  of  this  loss,  at  least,  was  sustain- 
ed by   the   English  troops. — On  the  0th 
the  English  vessels  made  an  attack  along 
the  whole  of  our  line.     They  effected  se- 
veral debarkations,  and  were  every  where 
repulsed  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.     In 
these  different  affairs  we  made    about   50 
prisoners.     Four    gun-boats    were    sunk. 
Several  pinnaces,  which  were  to  serve  for 
the  re-embarkalion,  came  on  shore,  with- 
out  any   person  on  board,  the  whole   of 
their  crews  having  been   lost.     It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  Duke  of  Dalmatia,  when 
he  set  off  for  Estremadura,  did    not  leave 
the  whole  of  Andalusia  and  the  kingdom 
of  Grenada  under  the  orders  of  the  Duke 
of  Beiluno.     The  4th  corps  was  thus  left 
independent,  also  the  corps  of  Generals 
Godinot  and  Darrican,  and  the  Duke  of 
Beiluno  had  only  the  troops  employed  in 
the  siege  at  his  disposal,  to  guard  his  im- 
mense line,  to  repulse  the  real  or  false  at- 
tacks made  at  all  points,  and  to  oppose 
the  army  in  front  of  him;    so  that  whilst 
the  enemy   had  united  all  his  means,  the 
4th  corps,  and  the  corps  of  observation 
under   General    Godinot,   that  is  to  say, 
more  than  25,000  men,  were  of  no  use  in 
this  important  affair. — The  4th  corps  sup- 
posed   that  the  debarkation   at  Algesiras 
menaced  their  right,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  Murciafl  insurgents  were  attacking  its 
left.    General  Sebastian!  only  learnt,  when 
too  late,  that  the  troops  tiiat  had   disem- 
barked were  marching  against  the  lej't  of 
tjie  blockading  army.    .If  one  of  bis  divi- 
sions had  acted  upon  the  rear  §f  the  ene- 
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my's  corps,  and  if  the  Duka  of  Beiluno 
had  only  to  oppose  its  entrance  into  the 
isle  of  Leon,  the  whole  of  this  corps  would 
have  laid  down  their  arms.  The  Com- 
mandant of  Ronda  has  repulsed  and  dis- 
persed the  insurgents  in  the  mountains. 
As  soon  as  General  Sebasiiani  was  inform- 
ed of  the  march  of  the  enemy's  corps 
against  the  first  corps,  he  detached  a  di-' 
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also  detached  nine  battalions;  but  these 
reinforcements  which  might  have  been 
useful,  arrived  too  late.  The  enemy,  after 
their  defeat,  placed  themselves  in  a  state 
of  , security  within  the  walls  of  Cadiz. 
We  are  assured  that  this  affair  is  a  source 
of  discussion  and  dissatisfaction  between 
the  English  and  Spaniards. 


Anholt. — Letter  from  J.  W.  Maurice,  coin* 
manding  a  Detachment  of  Marines  at 
Anholt,  to  Sir  James  Suumarez,  giving 
an  Account  of  the  Repulse  of  the  Danes 
from  that  Island. — March  27,  ISU. 

Sir; — I  reported  to  you  in  my  letter  of 
the  10th  ultimo  my  having  received  in- 
formation of  an  intended  attack  on  this 
Island  by  the  Danes.  On  the  8th  instant 
I  received  corroboration  of  this  intelli< 
gence ;  but  as  every  exertion  had  been 
made  to  complete  the  works  as  well  as  our 
materials  would  allow,  and  as  piquets 
were  nightly  stationed  from  one  extreme 
of  the  Island  to  the  other,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent surprise,  I  waited  with  confidence 
the  meditated  attack.— Yesterday  his  Ma- 
jesty's ship  Tartar  anchored  on  the  north. 
side  of  the  Island.  The  enemy's  flotilla 
and  army,  consisting  in  all  of  nearly  four 
thousand  men,  have  this  day,  after  a  close 
combat  of  four  hours  and  a  half,  received 
a  most  complete  and  decisive  defeat,  and 
are  fled  back  to  their  ports,  with  the  loss 
of  three  pieces  of  cannon  and  upwards  of 
five  hundred  prisoners;  a  number  greater 
by  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  than  the 
garrison  i  command. — I  am  now  to  detail 
the  proceedings  of  the  day.  In  the  morn- 
ing, just  before  dawn,  the  out-piquets  on 
the  south -side  of  the  Island  made  the 
signal  for  the  enemy  being  in  .sight. 
The  garrison  was  immediately  put  under 
arms,  and  i  lost  not  a  moment  in  f>roceed- 
ing  with  the  brigade  of  howitzers,  and 
two  hundred  infantry,  accompanied  by 
Captain  Torrens  (who  had  hitherto  acted 
as  Major-Commandant  to  the  Battalion), 
in  order  to  oppose  their  landing.  On  as- 
cending an  elevation,  for  thq  purpose  of 
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reconnoitring,  1  discovered  the  landing 
had  already  been  effected,  under  the 
cover  of  darkness  and  a  fog,  and  that  the 
•nemy  were  advancing  rapidly  and  in 
great  numbers.— On  both  wings  the  enemy 
now  far  outflanked  us,  and  I  saw  that  if 
we  continued  to  advance,  they  would  get 
betwenn  us  and  our  works  ;  I  instantly 
ordered  a  retreat,  which  was  effected  in 
good  oraer,  ana  wiuioai  luss,  aiiWuv.^u  vu«. 
enemy  were  within  pistol-shot  of  our  rear, 
and  seemed  determined  to  enter  our  bat- 
teries by  storm ;  but  Fort  Yorke  and 
Massareene  batteries  opened  such  a  well- 
directed  fire  of  grape  and  musketry,  tb,at 
tUe  assailants  were  obliged  to  fall  back 
and  shelter  themselves  under  the  sand- 
hills. As  the  day  lightened,  we  perceived 
that  the  enemy's  flotilla,  consisting  of  IS 
gun-boats,  had  taken  up  a  position  on  the 
south-side  of  the  Island  at  point-blank 
shot,  t  ordered  the  signal  to  be  made  to 
the  Tartar  and  Sheldrake  that  the  enemy 
had  landed,  upon  which  these  vessels  im- 
mediately weighed,  and  urtder  a  heavy 
press  of  sail  used  every  endeavour  to  beat 
up  the  south-side,  but  the  extent  of  shoals 
threw  them  out  so  many  miles,  that  it  was 
tome  hours  befofe  their  intention  could 
be  accomplished.  The  gun- boats  now 
opened  a  very  heavy  fire  on  our  works, 
wnile  a  column  of  about  six  hundied  men 
crossed  the  island  to  the  westward,  and 
took  up  a  position  on  the  northern  shore, 
covered  by  hillocks  of  sand,  by  breaks 
and  inequality  of  ground.  .  Another  co- 
lumn made  many  attempts  to  carry  the 
Massareene  battery  by  storm,  but  were  as 
often  repulsed,  and  compelled  to  cover 
themselves  under  hillocks  of  sand,  whicii 
on  this  island  are  thrown  up  by  every 
gale.-— The  column  on  the  south-side  h;id 
now  succeeded  in  bringing  up  a  field 
piece  against  us,  and  Captain  Holtovvay, 
who  had  commanded  at  the  advanced 
post,  joined  us  by  water.  I  had  been 
under  great  apprehensions  that  this  officer 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ; 
but  finding  after  several  gallant  attempts, 
that  he  was  cut  off  from  reaching  head- 
quarters by  land,  he,  with  the  coolest 
judgment,  launched  a  boat,  and  landed 
his  party  under  Fort  Yorke  amidst  the 
acclamations  of  the  garrison.      Immedi- 


ately afterwards  Lieutenant  H.  L.  Baker, 
who,  with  Lieutenant  Turnbull,  of  the 
Royal  Marines,  and  soraie  brave  volun- 
teers, had  in  the  Anholt  schooner,  gone 
on  the  during  enterprize  of  destroying  the 
enemy's  flotilla  in  his  ports,  bore  down 
along  the  north-side  of  the  island.  Things 
were  in  this  position  when  the  column  on 
the  northern  shore,  which,  divided  by  the 
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paces  of  our  lines,  made  another  desperate 
effort  to  carry  the  Massareene  battery  by 
storm  ;  the  column  to  the  south-east  also 
pushed  on,  and  the  reserve  appeared  on 
the  hills  ready  to  support  them  ;  but  while 
the  Commanding  Oihcer  was  leading  on 
his  men  with  great  gallantry,  a  musket- 
ball  put  a  period  to  his  life.  Panic-struck 
by  the  loss  of  their  Chief,  the  enemy  again 
fell  back,  and  sheltered  themselves  be- 
hind the  sand-hills.  At  this  critical  mo- 
ment Lieutenant  Baker,  with  great  skill 
and  gallantry,  anchored  his  vessel  on  their 
flank,  and  opened  a  well-directed  fire. 
The  sand  hills  being  no  longer  a  protec- 
tion, and  finding  it  impossible  either  to 
advance  or  retreat,  the  assailants  hung 
out  a  flag  of  truce,  and  offered  to  surrender 
upon  terms ;  but  I  would  listen  to  nothing 
but  an  unconditional  surrender,  which,  after 
some  deliberation  v/as  complied  with. — 
In  the  mean  time  the  gun-boats  on  the 
south-side,  which  had  been  much  galled 
by  the  fire  of  Fort  York  and  Massareene 
Battery,  got  under  weigh,  and  stood  to 
the  westward,  and  the  column  of  the  ene- 
my which  had  ailvanced  on  the  south-side, 
finding  their  retreat  no  longer  covered  by 
the  flotilla,  also  huns;  cut  a  flag  of  truce, 
and  I  sent  out  an  cfncer  to  meet  it.  I  was 
asked  to  surrender;  the  reply  that  I  re- 
turned, it  is  unnecessary  to  mention.  Tiie 
enemy  findtng  my  deiermmaiion  sought 
perrnissiou  to  embark  without  molestaiion; 
but  I  woold  listen  to  nothing  but  an  un- 
conditional submission;  and  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  this  corps 
also  laid  clown  th,eir  arms,  and  surrendered 
tLemselves  prisoners  of  war. — The  pri- 
soners, which  wert  now  more  numerous 
than  my  small  gnrrison,  were  no  sooner 
secured,  than  operations  were  commenced 
against  tha  reserve,  which  had  been  seea 
retieating  to  the  westv/ard  of  the  island. 
(To  be  continued.)' 
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Jubilee  Dollabs. Tke  observations, 

in  my  last  Number,  uponttie  maniff^st  ad- 
vantages oi'  hoarding,  have  called  forth  the 
wrath  of  one  or  two  of  the  venal  tribe  of 
writers,  who  ascribe  those  observations  to 
a  wish  on  my  part  "  to  destroy  public  cre- 
*'  dut,  aiid  to  cause  confusion  and  uproar." 
I  wonder  (hat  these  venal  personages  had 
not  added,  that  my  ultim.ue  design  was  to 
take  advantage  of  the  said  confusion  and 
,uproar,  in  order  to  get  out  of  prison,  aid 
to  free  myself  of  the  fines  and  recogp.i- 
zances,  to  which  I  am  subjected.  There 
wanted  only  this, to  make  the  charge  com- 
plete.  -Poor  fools !  How  ihey^h/  them- 
selves! How  they  discover  their  alarm! 
How  they  betray  thtir  dread  of  me,  even  in 
this  situation  !  The  vt'orld  will  easily  judge 
how  bad  their  cause  must  be,  v/hen  every 
line  of  mine  appals  them  thus.  Why  do 
they  not  laugh  at  me  }  I  am  a  foo!^  ibey 
say  ;  a  writer  whom  all  the  nation 
despises ;  a  person  whose  word  passes 
for  nothing. .  Why,  then,  do  they  not 
laugh,  laugh  heartily  at  me  ?  And,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  they  have-been  express- 
ing all  this  contempt  in  jest;  if  they  do 
really  think  me  able  to  do  injury  to  pub- 
lic credit,  why  do  they  not  endeavour  to 
dissuade  me  from  my  purpose  by  good 
words  ?  Their  railing  at  me  will  not 
make  any  man  disbelieve  my  facts,  or  be 
unconvinced  by  my  arguments;  Their 
curses,  which  are  always  sweet  to  my 
ears,  will  not  loii:er  ihc  price  of  the  Dollar ; 
no,  nor  will  they  prevent  it  from  rising 
It  will  continue  to  rise,  in  spite  of  all  they 
can  say  or  do.  They  have  succeeded  in 
their  endeavours  to  keep  down  the  Jaco- 
bins and  Levellers;  their  lies  and  tiitir 
cunning  have  served  their  purpose  thus  far; 
and  all  that  they  have  now  to  do  is  to  lie 
down  the  Do'Iar.  .  Oh!  this  Dollar  !  this 
Dollar  is  the  thing  !  This  Dollar,  which, 
by  the  order  of  the  Privy  Council,  passes 
for  Qd.  more  than  is  loritten  upon  it.  It  is 
-Qalled  "  Bank  Token  for  five  shdlings." 
Anxl  that  same  Bank  now  tells  the  same 
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people,  amongst  whom  it  was  issued  at  5$. 
that  it   is  worth   more  than    the   said   live 

shilling). But,  to  return  to  the  subject 

of  hoarding,  I  would  ask  these  verval  men 
-<vhy  they  look  upon  me  as  desiring  to  de- 
stroy public  credit  and  to  cause  covfusion 
and  uproar;  why  they  think  that,  mj 
wish  to  produce  this  eflect  js  indicated  ia 
my  observations  on  the  advantages  o/fioard- 

irig.- Are  we  to  look  yx^on  public  credit 

as  dependant  upon  pieople's  abstainitilg 
from  boarding  .f'  Will  their  hoai'ding  up 
the  real,  money  destroy  public  credit?  If 
it  will,  public  credit  is,  I  am  satisfied,  in. a 
very  bad  way.---  -But  ,as  to  "  covfusion 
and  uproar,"  can  the  hoauding  of  m.ohey 
produce  any  such  elTects  .?  On  the  con- 
trary, it  appears  to  me,  that  the  hoarding 
of  money  is  a  very  i^uiet  operation,  and 
tends  as  little  to  produce  quarrels  and 
strife  as  anj'  thing  can.  When  a  man  has 
got  his  money  in  a  hoard,  he  is  very  ?pt 
to  be  as  still  as  a  mouse.  lis  will  take 
good  care  net  to  boasi  of  it ;  he  will  have 
no  desire  to  challenge  any  one  to  a  com- 
parison of  hoards  ;  and,  in  short,  it.sQems 
to  me,  that  nothing  is  more  likely  to  pro- 
duce peace  and  quietness  than' hoarding. 

In   my   last    number,   1   proved    the 

great  advantage  of  hoarding,  to  individuals; 
and  I  am  of  opinion,  that  it  will  not  be 
less  so  in  a  national  point  of  view.  This  is 
no  new  opiuion  of. mine.  \  expressed  m 
the  4th  Volume  of  the  Register,  pages 
7i>5  and  "{l^G,  upon  the  memorvible  occa- 
sion, when  Mr.  Jek.yll,  having  heard  that: 
hoarding  was  going  on,  complained  of  it,^ iu 
the  House  of  Commons,  described  it  as  ,a 
great  e&i/,  and,  in  the  true  spirit  (d"a  Unv^f^r, 
proposed  to  put  n  stoppo  it, and,  of  course, 
to  punish  the  parties  guilty  of  it._Mr. 
AoDiNGTON,  the  "  orcat  man"'  of  that 
day,  agreed  with  his  brother  lawyer  nslo 
the  baseness  of  the  pr  ictipe  of  hoardiiig, 
and  assured  him,  that  the  matter  had  beeji 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Privy  Covncil  ' 

Upon    this    Loud    Gkenville    made 

some  very  good  observations,  in  tiie  speech, 
part  of  which  I  have  taken  for  my  motto, 
and  a  fuller  extract  from  which  1  here  ir.- 
2  1 
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sert,  in  order  to  shew,  that  the   opinion  ' 
of  the  usefulness  of  hoaiding  is  not  con- 

fine.1  to  the  Jacobins  anrl  Levellers. 

**  We  are  told  from  authority,  that  there 
*'  appears  in  the  country  an  eagerness  to 
"  collect,  or,  as  it  is  insidiousiy  called,  to 
"  hoard  cash.  In  times  of  scarcity  the  ig- 
**  norant  are  taught  to  clamour  against  the 
"  farmer  and  the  cornfactor,  who,  bycoUect- 
*'  ing  and  preserving  grain, afford  to  a  coun- 
•'  try  its  only  security  against  famine.  By 
"the  salutary  provision  of  nature,  the  mea- 
"  sures  which  individuals  take  in  such 
*'  cases  for  their  own  security  and  benefit 
"  constitute  in  their  aggregate  the  security 
"and  advantage  of  the  community  itself 
"In  the  same  manner  (it  might  appear 
*'  paradoxical,  but  if  a  paradox,  it  was 
"  one  which  he  held  in  common  with  all 
"  enlightened  writers  on  this  subject)  the 
*'  best  security  against  a  total  wantof  cir- 
*'  culating  medium  in  the  time  of  our  ut- 
*'  most  need,  would  be  found  in  the  neces- 
"  sity,  which  persons  in  the  middling 
'^  classes  of  life  already  feel,  of  providing 
"  beforehand  for  such  an  occasion.  How, 
"  indeed,  could  it  be  expected,  that  when 
"  a  man  of  that  description  joins  the  vo- 
"  lunteer  ranks,  and  serves  his  country  in 
"  the  field,  he  should  leave  his  family  to 
"  rely  entirely,  and  for  their  daily  bread, 
"  on  the  paper  of  a  private  banker,  whose 
*'  counting-house  niay  be  at  that  very 
*'  moment  occupied  by  the  enemy. — The 
"  steps  taken  by  such  individuals  to  make 
"  provision  for  this  case,  must  then  of  ne- 
"  cessity  produce  at  this  time  an  increased 
"  demand  for  specie ;  that  demand  will  in 
*'  this,  as  in  every  other  article,  produce 
*'  an  increased  value ;  and,  unless  the 
*'  nature  of  things  be  inverted,  the 
"  increased  value  must,  in  its  turn,  pro- 
"  duce  an  increased  supply.  He  was 
"  therefore  beyond  measure  astonished 
"  to  hear  that  in  some  other  place,  this 
"  conduct  in  persons  of  such  a  description 
"  had  been  spoken  of  as  a  fit  subject  of 
"  reproach  and  censure ;  and  that  this 
"  opinion  had  proceeded  from  a  quai'ter 
"  which  cught  to  be  of  the  highest  autho- 
"  rity  in  matters  of  this  nature.  Such 
*•'  language  could  have  no  other  tendency 
"  in  this  case  (as  in  that  to  which  he  had 
"  already  likened  it)  than  to  raise  popular 
"  odium,  and  to  excite  popular  tumult, 
"  against  men  who  used  their  own  discre- 
'^  tion  in  disposing  of  their  own  property. 
"  If  it  were  fit  to  censure  such  a  disposition, 
•'  it  must  be  essential  to  endeavour  to  pre- 
"  vent  it.     There  were  two  precedents  in 
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"  history  which  might  be  resorted  to  for 
"  this  purpose  :  two  cases  where,  in  sup- 
"  port  of  an  excessive  issue  of  paper,  go- 
"  vernment  had  regulated  by  law  the 
"  quantity  of  specie  which  each  individual 
"  should  be  suffered  to  retain.  ,  Those 
"  were  the  Mississippi  scheme,  and  the 
"  sclieme  of  the  assignats.  In  both  in- 
"  stances  the  measuie  had  immediately 
"  annihilated  the  paprr  it  was  intended  to 
"  6Uj;port.  He  had  no  fear  that  the  same 
"  principle,  by  whatever  authority  it. had 
"  been  countenanced,  would  be  acted  upon 
"  to  the  sanu'  extent  in  this  country  ;  but 
"  he  must  take  the  liberty  to  say,  that  in 
"  so  far  as  it  was  followed  up,  either  in 
"  speech  or  action,  exactly  in  that  propor- 
"  tion  the  public  credit  was  affected  and 
"  injured  by  it.  The  danger  of  such  a 
"  shock  to  private  paper,  as  he  had 
"  stated,  in  the  case  of  invasion,  was 
"  not  to  be  guarded  against  by  such 
"  language,  which  had  no  other  ten- 
"  dency  than  to  increase  that  danger.-!—— 
Lord  Grenville  said  this  on  the  13th  of 
December,  1  "^03.  I  had  said  nearly  the 
same  thing  ten  days  before.  But,  at  any 
rale,  this  was  said  by  Jam;  and  here  is  not 
only  -^  justification  of  the  practice  of  hoard- 
ing, but  an  eulogium  on  it. .Upon  this 

same  occasion  Lokd  Liveupool  ascribed 
the  evil  of  the  Bank  restriction  to  the 
great  prospcriti)  o^  \.\\e  i\i\i\on  ;  to  its  won*, 
derful  increase  of  trade;  its  fine  spirit  of 
adventure.  These,  he  said,  gave  rise  to 
an  increase  of  paper.  Well :  but,  what  i&. 
the  cause  of  the  rise  of  the  Dollar  now  T 
Trade  is  not  now  so  very  flourishing,  it 
has  not  increased   of  late.     The  spirit  of 

adventure  is  notnow  so  very  fine. The 

truth  is,  that  those  who  attempt  to  ascribe 
the  scarcity  of  coin  to  any  other  cause 
than  the  over  issue  of  paper;  and  who 
atteu»pt  to  ascribe  that  over  issue  to  any 
thing  other  than  the  increase  of  the 
national  debt  and  the  tuxes;  all  such  per- 
sons must  be  involved  in  everlasting  in- 
consistencies.——Before  I  quit  the  sub- 
ject of  hoarding,  I  must  observe,  that  to 
hoard  the  money  is  the  only  means  of 
prtventin'^  it  from  going  otii  of  the  country. 
It  will  not  circulate  with  the  paper  in  its 
present  state.  The  Privy  Council  and  the 
Bank  People  saw  that  the  Dollar,  though 
already  raised  to  Qd.  above  its  old  real 
value,  would  not  condescend  to  pass  any 
longer  with  the  paper;  and,  therefore, 
they  raised  it  to  bs.  Qd.  They  did  this 
avowedly  feecazwe  the  dollars  wae  going  out 
qf  circidation.    Very  well,  then,  is  it  to  b« 
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supposed  ;  will  the  Bank  People,  or  f  veti 
the  Privy  Council,  suppi^se  Uitthe  utinta 
or  half-guinea,  or  anv  other  piece  of  f;old 
or  of  silver  will  pass  upon  a  par  Vvith  that 
same  paper?  \i  is  nutorirms  that  it  does 
not;  and  it  is  evident  that  the  thing  c^'U- 

not  be. Well,  then,  v.'liat  is  to  hec^rnn 

of  the  coin  ?  What  is  to  be  c!or>e  v/ith  it? 
Those  who  po«s.  ss  it  Vfitl  do  one  of  two 
things  with  it:  thfy  will  sell  it  for  paper, 
and  will,  of  course,  obtain  a  greater  sum  in 
paper  <han  tlr.  v  b.vj  in  m.)ney  ;  or,  they 
will  hoard  ii,,  h-ivi';g  i)aiie>^ce  to  look  for- 
ward to  the  ''^^appy  time  whon  there  will 

be  nothing  but  money  >j''t?ing, If  John 

a'  Nokes.  f.ir  instancb,  srlls  a  guinea,  ii 
may  soon  find  its  way  int  ^  the  hands  of 
some  one,  who  will  send  it  out  cC  the  coun- 
irj/  ;  but,  if  he  put  it  safely  into  his  hoard, 
it  is  sure  to  remain  ia  Ei'gland,  where  it 
will  be  ready  to  come  foith  as  s)on  as 
circumstances  are  such  as  to  allow  it  to 
pass  for  its  value,  and  which  can  happen 
only  from  one  of  two  causes;  the  total 
annihilation  of  the  paper-monev,  or  two 
prices,  a  cash  price  and  zi  paper  price,  openly 

made.  There   is   a    confused    noiioii 

afloat  about  preventing  the  further  depre- 
ciation of  the  paper-money  hy  putting  a 
stop  to  importations  from  the  Continent  of 
Europe.  To  this,  then,  are  iVe  colne  at 
last !  Where  is  now  the  boast  about  our 
having  the  commerce  of  the  morld  ?  — '■ — 
But,  to  leave  sach  reflections  as  these  to 
the  "  Pitt  Club,"  what  good,  as  to  the 
value  of  money,  shall  we  derive  from 
putting  a  stop  to  importations  .'■  'vVby, 
we  are  told,  that,  if  we  put  a  stop  lo  im- 
portation, we  shall  have  no  money  to  pay 
to  the  Continent,  and,  of  course,  that  our 

gold  and  silver  ivill  not  go  aivay. This 

is  one  of  these  notions  that  are  created  by 
the  reluctance  which  men  have  to  see  the 
truth  ;  for,  if  it  were  not  for  such  reluct- 
ance, every  one  would  perceive,  that, 
whether  vve  have  any  thing  from  the  Con- 
tinent or  not,  the  gold  will  not  remain 
here,  and  will,  of  course,  go  there,  unless  it 
he  hoarded.  It  does  not  go  abroad  because 
we  oxDc  money  there.  It  goes  because  it 
cannot  pass  for  its  worth  here  ;  and,  as  to 
a.  mode  of  conveyance,  that  will   never  he 

diffjcult  to  find. Hoarding,  therefore, 

rs,  under  such  circumstances,  the  only 
means  of  reserving  any  coin  at  all  in  the 
country  ;  and  is,  therefore,  a  practice  very 

beneficial  in  a  national  point  of  view. 

A  correspondent  has  given  me  an  instance, 
that  occurred  during  the  time  of  the  as- 
fignats  in  France,  which  will    serve    to 
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illustrate  what  Was  said  in  ni'y  last  about 
the  advantage  of  hoarding  to  private  per- 
sons.  "  One,"  says  lie,  "  who  savy  far-" 

"  ther  than  his  neighbours,  got  a  large 
'•  sum  hy  pavming  Louis  d'ors,  or  French. 
"  Guiiieas,  He  pa^^ned  1,000,  and  bo>- 
"  rowed  900  i?t  ussv^nats.  With  these'  he 
"  boa^ht  more  Louis,  at  a  lime  wjlj^n 
"  ihey  bore  a  premium  of  twenty  per 
"  centum.  He  Vi^ent  on  thus,  'till  he  had 
"  about  3,000  Louis  in  pawn,  where  he  let 
"  them  remain  'till  the  assig.iats  lost  cent. 
"  per  cent.,  aiu!  then  he  rtd;e7ned  his  Louis 
"for  half  their  value.  Was  not  this  a  curi- 
"  ous  speculation  ?     Bui,  I  could  fill  your 

"  paper    with   others   as    curieus." It 

was  a  very  curious  speculation;  but,  it  was 
no  more  than  what  we  shall  see  here,  and 
what,  indeed,  we  do  see  here  n-^w,  in  some, 
degree.  This  shows  the  advantages  of 
hoarding,  wheircver  there  is  a  paper- 
money  that  has  begun  to  depreciate,  where 
the  depreciatioahaa  been  produced  by  no 
'sudden  of  aiarnnng  danger.  No  such  cause 
has  had  any  ef'^ict  here  n;nv.  There  has 
been  no  externc.l  cause  for  the  depreciatioa 
of  the,  paper.  All  is  i.;tei;nal;  and,  of 
course,'  the  progyess  downwards  must  con- 
tinue, until  great  C'l/fusion  and  mischief 
arise  outof  it,  unless  an  effectual  remedy  be 
provided  ;"atid  whicii  remedy  I  shall  leave 
fbbe  found  out  by  those,  who  reviled  me 
as  a  traitor  when  T  forwarned  theni  of 
'  what  all  the  world  acknowledges  is  now 
I  come  to  pass.  .Let  them  find  out  the  \q- 
I  medy';     for,  nbhe  shall  they  have    from 

'  rae.- -The  disetission  that  is  tt.)  coiiie  on 

in  the  H'lnourable  House,  on  the  thirtieth 
instant  (I  wish  it  had  been  on  the  first), 
will  be  very  curious  indeed.  It  will  de- 
mand all  o"ur  attention.  We  shall' 'tllen 
have  all  the  opinions  of  both  the  parties. 
We  shall  hear  what  both  harl^  to  say  as  to 
remedies.  We  shall  have  their  opinions 
and  predictions  upon  Yecord.  They  have 
both  been,  they  both  cfrej'supporters  of  the 
funding sys /em.  They  are  both  alike  ptedged 
to  the  whole  of  the  Pitt  sysiem.  Let  us, 
then,  hear  thm  out,  aVid  make  a  lueaio- 
randum  of  v  hat  each  of  theni  says  of  the 
future  fate  of  the  paper  money. — When 
that  is  done,  I  will  give  my  opinion  ;  I, 
whom  the  venal  writers  call  jhe  organ  of 
■he.Taccbins,  will  tell  the  world  what  the 
Jacobins  think  of  the  matter  :  and,  when 
that  is  done,  we  will  all  stand  cjuietly  by^, 
and  let  eoents  decide  which  of  the  three 
have  most  understanding.  The  other  two 
parties  have  all  the  Doctors  of  all  sorts 
with  them.  "Theirs  the  Gospel  is,  aaii 
2  I  2 
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theirs  the  Laws!"  They  have  all  the  grave 
and  reverend  Seniors.  All  the  gowns  and 
all  the  wigs.  The)'  have  both  Univer- 
sities and  all  these  learned  bodies  called 
Societies  and  Institutions.  We  have  for 
us  nothing  at  all  but  our  own  plain  senses. 
And,  we  shall  see,  therefore,  in  the  event 
as  to  the  paper  money,  in  what  degree  they 
are  our  superior. 

x\mer!can  States. In  another  part 

of  this  Number,  will  be  found  a  Letter 
from  Mr.  Pinckney  to  Lord  Wellesley 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 

It   is,    1  think,   impossible   to  deny, 

that,  through  the  whole  of  this  letter,  Mr. 
Pinckney  is  unanswerable.  The  Berlin 
and  Milan  Decrees  u'ere  reroAed,  and,  ac- 
cording to   our  promise,   we  should   have 

revoked   the    Orders  in  Council. But, 

while  this  is  decidedly  my  opinion,  far  be 
it  from  me  to  regret  the  consequences  of  our 
non-compliance.  I  mean  the  Acts  which 
have  been  passed  in  America,  to  prevent 
any  importation  from  England,  and  which 
I  look  upon  as  greatly  favourable  to  the 
real  interests  of  both  countries.  The 
former  interruptions  to  intercourse  were 
productive  of  much  good  ;  but  this  will, 
I  hope,  put  an  end  to  the  unnatural  de- 
pendence upon  each  other,  which  was  so 
Hiischievousto  England  as  well  as  to  Ame- 
rica!.  The  truth  is,  that  it  is,  and  long 

has  been,  the  policy  of  those  statesmen,  who 
have  now  the  predominance  in  America, 
to  wean  that  country  from  this.  The  close 
connection  between  them  they  looked 
upon,  and  very  justly,  as  tending  to  dis- 
turb the  peace  of  America,  because  it  kept 
alive  a  party  hostile  to  the  very  nature  of 
the  Social  Contiact.  To  s(  e  theircountry 
lij.ble,  at  any  lime,  to  be  ])lunged  into  dis- 
tress, unless  it  submitted  to  the  will  of 
another  nation,  was.  what  they  could  not 
endure.  Experience  has  convinced  them 
that  America  can  dispense  with  European 
manufactures  ;  and,  therefore  it  is,  that 
they  now  assun)e  a  tone  of  more  indifler- 
er.tce  than  upon  any  former  occasion.-^ — 
JJr.  Pinckney's  Letter  contains,  in  the 
Vevy  tone  of  it,  a  proof  of  the  indifierence 
<of  the  American  government  as  lo  any 
accommodation  with  ogrs.  Those  who 
h'ftve  been  snticipaiing,  that  the  non-im- 
>ortation  Act  would  not  pas?5,  do  not  ap- 
1  ^arto  have  perceived  how  much  the  cir~ 
V'        istances  of  Amciica  iire  altered  of  lati; 

'^"'^"       s.     The  former   suspensions  of  trade 
year  -  ' 

Nvivh  \ 


13,  have  f)roduced  eOects  never  to  be 


done  a. 


vay.    They  not  only  disposed,  and 


indeed,  compelled  the  Americans  to  be- 
come manufacturers,  but  they  also  sent 
them  out  hands  to  assist  them.  Such  has 
been  the  progress  of  manufactures  there, 
that,  as  I  am  informed,  a  considerable 
quantity  of  cotton  and  woollen  yarn  has 
already  been  exported  to  Europe.  Per- 
haps not  less  than  30  or  40  thousand 
Merino  sheep  have  been  introduced  into 
the  American  States.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances it  would  be  madness  for  any 
one  to  suppose,  that  the  American  govern- 
ment did  not  hail  with  joy  the  fair  pre- 
tence for  passing  a  new  Actof  non-impor- 
tation of  English  goods;  and,  especially 
when  we  reflect,  that  the  persons  now  in 
power  in  America  have  always  been  op- 
posed by  the  English  merchants  and  their 

adherents  in  the  United  States. Some 

of  our  newspapers  give  extracts  from  those 
of  America,  exclaiming  bitterly  against 
the  non-importation  Act,  and  also  against 
the  rejection  of  the  Bank  Charter.  But, 
they  take  these  extracts  from  prints  wholly 
devoted  to  the  English  Merchants.  If 
they  were  to  quote  from  prints  of  the 
other  side,  they  would  convey  to  their 
readers  quite  a  different  view  of  the  matter. 
——The  fact  is,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  little  else  than  an  English  co^n- 
cern.  It  was  little  else  than  a  branch  of 
her  ladyship  in  Threadneedle-street.  She 
is,  indeed,  the  only  original  Bank  in  the 
whole  World.  All  the  others,  no  matter 
where  they  be,  are,  more  or  less,  her  off- 
spring, and  are,  more  or  less,  dependent 
upon  her.  The  Bank  in  America  was  a 
powerful  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the 
English  merchants  and  their  party. 
Therefore  it  is  no  wonder  at  all  that  their 
prints  cry  out  against  its  being  put  a  stop 
to;  No  wonder  that,  in  the  language  of 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  they  call  this  measure 
"  NATIONALSUICIDE.^^  The  straw -pen 
Baronet  says,  that  "  to  cause  any  material 
"  diminution  of  that  7nine  of  national  pros- 
"  periiy  (Bank  Notes),  would  be  a  species 
"  of  POLITICAL   SUICIDE,  altogether 

"  unpardonable." It  is  very  curious  to 

observe  the  similarity  in  the  language. 
But,  it  seems,  that  the  American  Congress 
do  not  see  any  thing  of  the  nature  of  a 
mine  in  the  paper  of  their  Bank,  though, 
observe,  that  paper  was  payable  in  specie  at 
the  will  of  the  holder,  and  not,  like  ours, 
payable  in  other  bits  of  paper.  They  saw  no 
mine  in  it  excepi  a  mine  for  subverting  the 
morals  and  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
They  appear  not  to  have  had  the  smallest 
notion  of  the  efficacy  of  bank  notes  in  caus- 
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ing  an  increase  of  corn  aiTd  meat  and 
wool.  Titer/  appear  not  to  have  any  no- 
tion of  the  force  of  bank  notes  in  causing 
sunshine  and  showers  and  pulverizing 
frosts.  Bedlam  does  not  appear  to  have 
extended  its  philosophy  so  effectually 
to  that  country  yet,  notwithstanding  the 
crowds  of  English  merchants  there  set- 
tled.  The  Americans  are  a  cool,  sensi- 
ble, observing  race  of  men.  They  have, 
too,  had  ample  experience  on  the  subject  of 
paper-money  ;  and  it  is  no  wonder,  espe- 
cially when  they  cast  their  eyes  this  way, 
that  they  resolve  to  tolerate  nothing  of  the 
kind  of  a  national  Bunk,  out  of  which  they 
must  be  sure,  that  a  national  debt,  would 
soon  grow,  and,  what  a  national  debt  pro- 
duces they  well  know  from  our  sad  ex- 
ample. War  diaA  taxation  ^ve  as  necessary 
to  a  funding  system  as  blood  and  bone  are 
necessary  to  the  human  body  ;  and,  in 
time,  war  and  taxation   produce  what  we 

now  see  and  feel. Our    prints  W'ould 

fain  persuade  us,  that  these  Acts  against 
importation  and  against  the  bank,  in  Ame- 
rica, are  the  work  of  a  mere  faction  ;  that 
they  have  been  passed  for  selfish  pur- 
poses;  and  that  they  are  disapproved  of  bj/ 
the  people.  But,  why  should  we  believe 
this  ?  If,  indeed,  the  Congress  were  not 
chosen  by  the  people  ;  if  none  but  here 
and  there  a  knot  of  bribed  miscreants  had 
the  privilege  of  voting  for  Congressmen  ; 
if  these  latter  were  themselves  a  set  of 
base  jobbers;  if  the  President,  or  his  Se- 
cretary, in  one  way  or  another,  could, 
through  the  means  of  these  sham  Repre- 
sentatives and  Senators,  buy  and  sell  the 
people  like  cattle  at  a  fair;  if,  in  short, 
the  Congress  of  America,  were,  like  the 
Corps  Legislatif,  a  set  of  purchased,  per- 
jured, knaves,  intermixed  with  a  due  pro- 
portion of  fools  and  cowards  ;  if  this  were 
the  case,  then,  indeed,  there  might  be 
some  reason  for  treating  their  decisions  as 
the  result  of  some  villainous  bargain,  in 
which  their  own  immediate  profit  was  up- 
permost, or  as  the  effect  of  an  uniform  desire 
to  support  a  system,  through  the  means  of 
which  the  people  were  oppressed  and  rob- 
bed with  impunity.  But,  being  really  chosen 
by  the  people,  and  chosen  annually  too,  they 
must  be  supposed  to  speak  the  wish  of  the 
people,  whether  that  wish  be  wise  or  foolish. 
— —It  seems  to  me,  th^t  this  state  of  things 
between  England  and  America  is  fortunate 
for  both  countries,  but  more  particularly 
for  the  former,  whose  only  chance  of  sal- 
vation lies  in  a  speedily  betaking  herself 
to  the  cultivation  of  her  own  natural  and 


mighty  internal  resources  and  in  cresting  oft' 
at  once  all  dependence  upon  external 
cominerce.  If  I  am  asked,  how  the  taxes 
are  to  be  raised  without  extern;il  com- 
merce, and  how,  if  the  taxes  fall  oiY,  the 
interest  of  the  national  debt  is  to  be  paid  ;  I 
answer,  that  these  are  no  affairs  of  mine  ; 
that  my  anxiety  extends  no  further  than 
the  preservation  of  England  and  Scotland 
and  Ireland,  one  independent  country,  in- 
habited by  a  free  and  happy  people;  but, 
that,  I  beg  to  observe,  that,  if  the  taxes  and 
the  fundholdcrs'  interest  depend  upon  ex- 
ternal commerce,  there  is  a  strong  proba- 
bility that  they  will  both  sufier  a  great  di- 
minution. 

Portuguese  Ghant  of  Money. The 

House  Oi  Commons  has  had  laid  before  it 
a  Letter  from  the  Viscount  Talavera,  dated 
in  October  last,  upon  the  subject  of  yield- 
ing relief  to  those  persoiis  in  Portugal, 
who  have  suffered  from  the  operations  of 
the  war.  Upon  the  report  in  this  Letter, 
it  would  seem,  that  the  grant  of  100,000/. 
to  these  sufferers  has  been  made,  after  a 
Message   to  that  intent  from   his    Royal 

Highness,  the  Prince  Regent. But,  by 

a  reference  to  the  letter,  the  reader  will 
perceive,  that  his  Excellency  the  Loi-d 
Marshall  does  not  suggest  the  necessity, 
nor^  indeed, the  proprietj^  o^ parliamentary 
relief,  but  of  relief  from  the  charitable  dis~ 
position  of  the  good  people  of  this  country, 
whose  usual  benevolence  he  takes  this 
opportunity  most  aptly  to  extol ;  and, 
having  determined  upon  the  propriety  of 
the  thing,  he,  without  seeming  to  enter- 
tain any  doubts  as  to  its  practicability, 
leaves  Lokd  Livekpooi.  nothing  to  do  but 
"  to  consider  oi  the  mode  of  recommending 
"  the  Portuguese  to  the  charitable  dispo- 
"  sition  of  his  Majesty^s  subjects."—— 
Now,  why  was  not  this  plan  pursued  r  It 
certainly  would  have  been  preferable  to  a 
parliamentary  grant ;  because  it  would  have 
aiioided  those  who  love  the  Portuguese 
and  their  cause  a  fair  opportunity  of 
evincing  it;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
would  have  left  no  room  for  grumbling 
amongst  those  who  may  think  that  Por- 
tugal has  alread}^  cost  us  a  great  deal  too 
much,  and  that,  in  spite  of  all  appearances, 
or,  rather,  reports,  to  defend  a  people,  ex- 
cept in  the  character  of  auxiliary,  is  im- 
possible.  1  approve  of  the  Lord  Mar- 
shall's plan  ;  and,  doubtless,  those  who 
have  always  been  for  the  war  in  Spain  and 
Portugal,  would  have  chearfully  contri- 
buted towards  the  relief  of  the  poor  crea- 
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tiiVes,  who  liftve  so  seviercly  suffered  from 

that   war. Whether  the  war  wa.,   on 

our  pari  just  or  unjust,  wise  or  focM  'i  is 
not  here  the  question;  ihe  quesiina  is 
whether  the  poor  unfortunnte  wretches 
who  have  sulJured  from  it  ought,  to  be  re- 
lieved from  this  <(iyntry,  ami  this  is  ii 
question,  which,  I  thinlc,  itiiisi  bo  decided 
in  the  aftirmativo,  unless,  indeed,  we  could 
make   France    afiord    them    reliei,    wliich 

is  not  very  probable There  can  be 

no  doubt,  that,  if  it  h;id  not  been  for 
us,  the  poor  creatures  would  not  have  had 
their  country  rava<^ed  in  the  manner  that 
they  have.  To  be  .sure,  wiiat  we  have 
done,  and  are  uoing,  is  all  for  their  good; 
but,  still,  they  ought  to  be  Compensated 
for  their  losses,  becau.'se,  as  to  individuals, 
at  any  rate,  there  is  no  satisfactory  proof, 

that  they  invited  us  to  iheir  country. 

It  may  be  said,  that  it  is  better  fur  them  to 
suSer  loss  of  goods  and  chattels  and  even 
loss  of  life,  than  to  let  the  Fiench  have  the 
government  of  the  country  in  their  hands  ; 
that,  compared  to  this,  hanging  or  drown- 
ing or  shooting  would  be  nothing.  This 
is  going  a  good  way :  farther  than  our 
life-and-fortune-men  would  like  to  go,  I 
believe.  But,  let  it  be  so,  still  we  went  to 
Portugal  without  being  actually  se«i/or  by 
the  people  at  large,  and,  therefore  I  am 
decidedly  for  their  being  compensated 
for  their  losses  and  sufferings  by  us.  But, 
then,  lam  for  the  mode  pointed  by  the  Lord 
Marshall. '  1  am  for  leaving  the  honour  of 
relieving  the  Portuguese  to  those  who  were 
for  the  war  in  Portugal.  To  the;a  belongs 
the  m«rit  of  making  and  abetting  the  war, 
and  Mvoidd*by  no  means  deprive  them  of 
the  pleasuve  of  paying  the  expepces  of  it. 
— "^"Not  a  wo.cd,  however,  do  we  hear  of 
MEETINfiS  for  this  purpose, !  Whithp 
are  fled  all  the  choice  spirits  of  good  old 
full- blooded"  Anti  Jacobin  times;  No 
meetings  at  tii°  Mansion  H  >nse  !  No 
meetings  at  Lloyds!!  No  Tu.  Me  Patriot 
meer.Ing?  :  V\"  Uy,  the  very  Turtle  and 
.^Tiirbot  and  Venison  and  Wine  that  were 
gvyallowed  u;ion  the  proclaiming  ff  this 
war  would  have  fetched  half  tbr  money 
nov,  granted  to  the  poor,  miserable,  naked, 
starving  and  lacerate.;  wriitches  that  it  has 
produced;  What !  A  hundred  thousand 
I'ound  !  Spirit  of  Volunfaiy  Contributions, 
whither  art  thou  fled !  Art  gone  amongst 
the  worms  to  seek  "  the  grear  statesman 
"now  no  more?"  What!  A  hundred 
thousand  pounds  !  Why  it  is  not  above  a 
shilling  a  head  for  the  poor  creatures.  It  is 
Mot  enough  to  get  them  ont  single  quartern 


/oa/each.     This  is  liberality  and    charity 

indeed. But    I    hear    of^   no    meetingi^f 

There   used    to    be    meetings    for  raising"*^ 
money  forshoes  and  iluinel  shirts  and  Irowia 
;,ers  and  drawers,  and  all  man-^.tr  of  things;  ■ 
inorder  to  make  oar  allies  comforlivjie  while 
they  werefighiins;  against  the  French,  The 
very  women   and   children    used  to  sub- 
scribe.      But,   now,    alas  !    all    that  the^ 
poor  Portugu<?se   have  got,   or  are  likely;' 
to   get,  in    the    way  of  voluntary  contri- 
bution, is  about  40  lines  of  doggerel  from 
the  pen  of  poet  Fitzgerald  ;    and,  he  be- 
ing zptmioncr,  even  that  cannot  be  called- 
roltintary.     This  is  a  sad  fdling  off  to  be 
sure.      Why  should    not  those,  who    met 
for  the  purpose  oi  instigating  the  war,  sub- 
scribe  20    or  30  thousand  pounds  each  ? 
And  those,    too,  who   Addressed  ihe   King 
upon  his  resolution  to  enter  into  the  war. 
These  are  the  men  to  indemnify  the  poor 
creatures  in  Portugal,  who,  if  they   had 
12  or  18  guineas  each  given  them,  might 
get  on  agciio  pretty  well  ;  but,  really,  to 
vote  the  peoole  of  Portugal  a  shilling  each 

is  what  1  coidd  not  have  expected. Let 

us  hope,  however,  that  we  sliall  see  meet- 
ings held  yet,  Tho.«e  who  instigated  the 
war,  and  who,  no  doubt,  saw  clearly  the 
profits  of  it,  will,  let  us  hope,  not  remain 
deaf  to  the  tender  voice  of  charity,  espe- 
cially when  the  goddess  speaks  through 
the  lips  of  a  l^elhslej/.  lint,  it  is  time  for 
them  to  begin  to  mee'  ;  lor,  the  next  dis- 
patches may  tell  us,  that  *heLord  Marshall 
is  again  at  his  old  work  of  drawing  Massena 
after  him  ;  and  it  would  be  very  conveni- 
ent! for  the  Portuguese  to  hear  of  our  cha- 
ritable movements    bffore  that   takes  place. 

Before  I  quit  this   subject,  I  cannot 

help  remarking  how  unanimous  the  Hon- 
ourable House  was  ds  to  the  vole  of  a  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  to  the  Portuguesip, 
Mr.  PoNsoNBY  seconded  the  motion.  All 
was  haro)  ••Tir .  And,  m  the  other  House, 
the  harnnmy  was,  if  possible,  still  more 
striking;  and  Lobd  Welleslevj  when 
he  proposed  the  measure,  talked  about  that 
"  diiilinguishfd   warrior,"   his    brother,  in 

svirains  that  really  wei'e  quite  moving. 

The  daily  newspapers  have  taken  their 
fill  of  victory  ;  and,  indeed,  with  some 
of  them  the  two  frequent  effects  of  inordi- 
nate repletion  seem  to  have  followed. 
The  Times,  which  for  some  time  seems  to 
have  been  doing  penance,  in  the  hope  of 
working  out  its  salvation,  has,  upon  this  oc- 
casion, surpassed  even  the  regular  traders. 

It  is,  to  be  sure,  shamefpl,  to  the  last 

degree,  to  hear  boastings  like  those  of  tht 
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last  week.  Why,  what  is  it,  after  all? 
What  have  we  gained  ?  Who  have  we 
beaten  ?  What  place,  or  what  rnen,or  what 
cannon  have  we  taken  ?  When  the  French 
were  following  our  army,  we  said,  thai. 
our  General  was  not  running  away ;  hut 
that  he  was  'draivint^  the  French  after  him. 
Why  do  we  not  allow  that  the  same  may 
now  be  the  case  as  to  the  enemy  r  What 
a  shame  !  How  foolish  is  this  !  Wliat 
shall  we  gain  by  it  in  the  end  ?  Is  it  not 
better  to  speak  modestly  and  truly  of  such 
things  ;  and, especially  until  we  know  the 
result  o^  the  war.     It  is  by  the  resutl  that 

the    victory     is     known. Besides,    we 

always  seem  to  forget  the  cost  of  this  war. 
We  seem  to  forget,  that  ih*  French  Gene- 
ral has  maintained  his  army  in  the  conn- 
try,  and  that  ours  has  been  maintained  by 
the  draining  of  England.  Only  consider 
what  shipping  we  have  had  attendant  upon 
this  our  army,  carrying  it  supplies  of  all 
sorts,  and  having  transpovls  constantly  at 
hand  to  bring  it  oft',  if  necessary.  We 
seem  to  forget  this.  And,  then,  we 
maintain  that  all  the  people  in  Portugal 
are  enermes  of  the  French.  So  that  they 
have  all  sorts  of  difiicultirs  to  encounter. 
They  are  in  an  enemy's  country ;  they 
have  no  communication  with  home;  they 
have  no  supplies  but  what  they  collect 
upon  the  spot ;  no  shipping  ;  no  external 
resources ;  while  we  have  a  fleet  the  sea- 
men of  which  are  half  as  numerous  as 
their  army;  and,  yet  they  have  been  able 
40  keep  their  ground,  to  lie  in  front  of  us, 

aye,  and  to  hem  us  up  for  six  months. 

But,  after  all,  what  was  Massena  to  do,  if 
we  did  not  go  out  of  our  lines  f  If  our  ge- 
neral resolved  not  to  stir  out,  it  was  use- 
less for  the  French  to  lie  where  they  were. 
The  question  of  victory  is  to  be  settled  by 
the  result;  and  as  to  that  no  man  can  yet 
know  any  thing.  If,  indeed,  Spain  and 
Portugal  shall  be  finally  freed  of  the 
French,  completely  freed,  and  made  inde- 
pendent, then  it  may  be  said,  that  we 
have  been  victorious;  but,  not  'till  then. 
And,  in  the  mean  while,  I  beseech  ray 
credulous  and  easily-amused  countrymen 
to  remember  how  many  catmon-firings 
and  illuminations  and  what  huzzaing^, 
took  place  for  our  victories,  during  the 
American  War. 

w^.  coBBErr. 

State  Prison,  Newgate,  Tuesday, 
—      April  16,  181J» 
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England. 

Report  of  the  Queen's  Council,  on  the  State 
of  His  Majesty's  Health. — Queen's  Lodge, 
Windsor,  April  6,  1811. 
Present,  the  Archbishops  of  Canterbury 
and  York,  Earl  Winchelsea,  Earl  of  Ayles- 
ford,  Lord  Eldon,  Lord  Ellennorough,  Sir 
W.  Grant,  (the  Duke  of  Montrose  being 
absent,    on    account   of  indisposition.)  — 
We,  the  Members  of  the  Council,  heve 
present,   appointed   to  assist  Her  Majesty 
in  the  execution  of  the  trust  committed 
to  her  Majesty,    by  virtue  of  the   Statute 
nassed    in   the  51st  year  of  His  Majesty'^ 
reign,  entitled,  "  An   Act/  to  provide  for 
the  Administration  of.  the  Royal  Autho- 
rity, and   for  the   care  of  H's  Majesty's 
Royal  Person  during  the  continuance  of 
His  Majesty's  illness,  and  for  the  resunn po- 
tion of  the  exercise  of  the  Royal  Authority 
b\  His  Majesty  ;"  having  called  before  us 
and  examined  on  oath  the  Physicians  and 
other  persons  attendant  on   His  Mnjesty, 
and  havinfi^  asr:;rt'a'ned    the  state  of  His 
Majesty's  healiSi  oy  snch  other  ways  and 
means  as  appear  to  us  to  be  necessary  f'^r 
that  purpose,  do  hereby  declare  the  state 
of   His  Majesty's  health,  at  the  time  of 
this  our  meeting,  as   follows : — Tha^  the 
indisposition  with  which  His  Majesty'  was 
afflicted  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the 
said  Act  does  still  so  far  exist,  that  His 
Majesty  is  not  yet  restored  to  such  a  state 
of  health  as  to  be  capable  of  resuming  the 
personal  exercise  of  his  Royal  Authority. 
— ^That  His  Majesty  appears  to  have  made 
material  progress  towards  recovery  since 
the  passing  of  the  Act ;  and  that  all  His 
Majesty's  Physicians  continue  to  express 
their   expectations   of  such   recovery. — 
(Signed)  C.  Cantuar',  J  Ebor',  Winchii.- 
sEA,  Aylesford,  Eldon,  Ellenborouch, 
W.  Grant. 


Anholt,— Le«fr  from  J.  W.  Maurice,  coffi- 
munding  a  Attachment  of  Marines  at 
Anholt,  to  Sir  James  Saumarez,  giving 
an  Account  of  the  Repulse  of  the  Danes 
from  that  Island. — March  27,  1811. 
(Concluded fro7n  p.  928.) 
1  took  the  field  with  Major  Torrens  (who, 
though  wounded,  insisted  on  accompany- 
ing  me)    and    Lieutenant    and    Adjutant 
Steele ;    but  as  our   prisoners  were  so  nu- 
merous, and  as  we  had  no  place   of  secu- 
rity in  which  to  place  them,  I  could  only 
employ  on  this  occasion  the  brigade  of 


913] 


POUfiCAL  REGIS 


howitzers  under  Lieutenants  R.  C.  Steele 
and  Besant,  of  ihe  Royal  ^Marine  Artil- 
lery, and  part  of  ilie  Liglu  Company  com- 
inaudtd  by  Lieutenant  Turnbuil-  When 
vre  arrived  at  the  west  end  of  the  island, 
we  found  tliat  the  enemy  had  formed  on 
the  bench,  and  were  protected  by  fourteen 
gun -boats  towed  close  to  the  stiore.  To 
uttack  such  a  force,  with  four  howitzers 
iind  forty  men,  seemed  an  useless  sacrifice 
of  brave  men's  lives:  I  therefore  with  the 
odvice  of  Major  Torrens  halted  on  the 
hills,  while  I  reluctantly  saw  the  reserve 
embarked  under  cover  of  the  gunboats, 
and  the  flotilla  take  a  final .  leave  of  the 
island. — 1  am  happy  to  say,  our  loss  has 
i)ot  been  so  considerable  as  might  have 
heen  expected  from  so  desperate  an  at- 
tack, we  having  only  two  killed  and  thirty 
wounded.  Tiie  enemy  has  suifi^red  se- 
verely; we  have  buried  between  thirty 
rmd  forty  of  their  dead,  and  have  receiv- 
ed in  the  hospital  twenty-three  of  their 
wounded,  most  of  them  have  undergone 
amputations,,  three  since  dead  of  their 
vvrtunds,  besides  a  great  number  uhich 
they  tarried  off  the  field  to  their  boats. 
Major  Melsteat,  the  commaivdant,  fell  in 
ihe  field  ;  Captain  Borgen,  the  next  in 
command,  wounded  in  the  arm  ;  Captain 
Prutz,  Adjutant  General  to  the  Commander 
jof  the  forces  in  Jutland,  lost  both  his  legs; 
since  dead.— The  most  pleasing  part  of 
ray  duty  is  to  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal, 
energy,  and  intrepidity  of  the  ofhcers  and 
men  1  ntvd  the  honour  to  command:  to 
particularise  would  be  impossible ;  the 
sam^:  anfiour  inspireri  the  whole.  To  Lieu- 
tenant; Bak(  r,  next  in  conmiand,  who  will 
have  ihe  honour  of  delivering  this  dis- 
patch, and  will  give  you  every  informa- 
tion you  may  require,  J  am  much  indebt- 
ed •,  his  merit  and  seal  as  an  oQicer,  which 
I  have  some  years  been  acquainted  with, 
and  his  volunteering  with  me  on  this  ser- 
vice, claim  my  warmest;  esteem.  Captain 
Torrens,  the  senior  ofhcer  of  the  I'ova! 
Marine?,  and  who  acted  as  Commandant 
ot  the  Garrison,  bore  a  conspicuous  part 
on  this  day,  and  although  wounded,  I  did 
not  lose  his  valuable  service  and  able  sup- 
port. The  discipline  and  state  of  perfec- 
tion to  which  he  had  brought  the  battalion 
is  highly  creditable  to  him  as  an  ofiicer. 
Lieutenant  R.  C.  Steele,  senior  Officer  of 
Koya!  Marine  Artillery,  also  claims  my 
warmest  ajcknowh-dgments  for  the  ar- 
rangements he  made,  which  enabled  us  lo 
l<eep  up  so  heavy  and  destructive  a  fire. 
Caijtain  Steele,  Lieutenant  and  Quarter- 
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Master  Fischer  senior  SubaUern,  Lieute- 
nant and  Adjutant  Steele,  Lieutenants' 
Stewart,  Gray,  Ford,  Jellico,  Atkinsoiv 
and  Curtayne,  alf  merit  my  warmest  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  assistance  thev  af- 
forded me.  Lieutenant  Bezant,  of  the 
R.  M.  Artillery,  deserves  every  commend- 
ation I  c;;n  give  him  for  his  cool  and  able 
judgment  in  the  direction  of  the  guns  on 
the  Massareene  battery.  Lieutenant  Turn- 
bull,  who  acted  as  Captain  of  the  Light 
Company,  when  we  pursued  the  reserve, 
manifested  such  zeal  and  energy,  that  I 
have  no  doubt,  had  we  brought  the  enemy 
again  to  action,  he  would  have  borne  a 
very  conspicuous  part. — I  cannot  suflici- 
ently  express  my  thaidis  to  Captains 
Baker  and  Stewart  of  the  Tartar  and  Shel- 
drake, for  iheir  great  exertions  to  get 
round  to  the  Flotilla  ;  and  had  the  wmd 
the  lease  favoured  them,  they  would  have 
destroyed  the  whole. — I  am  happy  to  add, 
that  the  property  belonging  to  the  mer- 
chants has  been  fully  protected  without 
meetini>;  viith  the  least  loss. — The  expedi- 
tion sailed  from  the  Raaders,  commanded 
by  Major  Melsteat  (an  officer  of  great  dis- 
tinction), and  consisted  of  the  following 
corps — 2d  Battalion  of  Jutland  Sharp 
Shooters,  4th  Battalion  2d  Regiment  of 
Jutland  Yagers,  1st  Regiment  of  Jutland 
Infantry,  with  some  others,  the  names  of 
which  cannot  be  ascertained. — I  have  the 
honour  to  inclose  the  article  of  surrender, 
a  return  of  killed  and  wounded,  and  a  list 
of  Danish  ofiicers  killed  and  taken.  Also 
a  return  of  ordnance  stores  taken. — I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c. — J.  W.  Maurice, 
Commandant. 

Article  of  Surrender. 
"  The  Commanding  Officer  of  the  troops 
of  his  Danish  Majesty  occupied  in  the  at- 
tack of  Anholt,  agrees  to  surrender  pri- 
soner of  war  at  discretion,  with  all  the 
troops,  to  the  forces  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, with  the  reserve  that  their  personal 
property  shall  be  retained  by  them,  and 
that,  at  the  convenience  of  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Island  of  Anholt,  a  cartel 
with  unsealed  letters  shall  be  sent  to 
Jutland.  Given  at  Anholt,  the  27th  of 
March,  1  S  !  I . — BoT^gen,  Captain  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Danish  troops 
on  Anholt. 


Denmark. — Danish  ciccount  of  the  attack 
vpon  Anhoult.  —  Copenhagen,  March  31, 
1811. 

It   was  some  time  ago  determined  to 
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make  an  attack  upon  the  Island  of  An- 
hoult  now  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  in 
order  to  conquer  the  fort  and  establish- 
jneiitstliere  erected.  This  intention  would 
have  been  put  in  execution  in  the  fall  of 
last  year,  but  as  the  enemy's  ships  of  war 
kept  on  their  s'ation  until  the  frost  and 
ice  set  in,  this  place  was  given  up,  being 
found  to  be  impracticable. — It  was  in  the 
conimencemenc  of  this  spring  that  the 
attack  was  again  resolved  to  be  made  ; 
but  che  i^un  boats  which  were  intended  to 
be  used  in  the  expedition  were  at  that 
time  in  winter  quarters  in  ttie  lakes,  which 
were  this  year  for  a  long  time  covered 
with  ico  ;  vind  which  prevented  the  ves-- 
seis  being  put  into  activity  before  the  be- 
giiin'ng  ot  the  present  m<mth. — The  order 
for  attack  was  given,  and  on  the  'J3rd  in- 
stant, the  flotilla  and  transports  were  as- 
sembled in  Gierrila  Bay.  The  island  was 
reconnoitred,  and  it  was  found  that  there 
was  oiilv  one  schooner  lying  on  the  sta- 
tion. We  knew  tiiat  the  Light-house  was 
Ibrtined,  but  no  other  part  of  the  island. 
It  was  in  con.sequence  determined,  that 
the  troops  should  be  disembarked  by 
nisht,  and  on  the  morning  march  against 
the  Light-house  Fort,  and  storm  it,  while 
in  the  mean  time  the  gun-boats  were  to 
iire  upon  it  from  the  rear,  a  formal  siege 
being  found  to  be  impracticable.  On  the 
26th  twelve  gun-boats  and  twelve  trans- 
port vessels  sailed  from  Gierrila  Bay, 
having  on  board  the  troops  destined  for 
the  expedition.  On  the  27th,  at  4  in  the 
morning,  the  troops' were  disembarked  in 
the  greatest  order.  The  first  Lieut.  Carl. 
Holsten,  in  the  naval  service,  marched  im- 
mediately with  200  seamen,  along  the 
shore,  but  unfortunately  he  was  disco- 
vered by  a  patrole  of  cavalry.  The  enemy 
now  fled  into  the  fort,  and  it  was  not  in 
our  j)ower  to  cut  him  oil".  The  intrepid 
naval  Lieut.  Moisten  followed  them,  and 
stormed  the  fort,  but  was  beaten  ofi". 
Pslajor  Melstedt  then  put  himseT  at  the 
head  of  t,ie  t)50  men  under  his  command, 
and  being  joined  by  150  men  under  Capt. 
V.  Reydz,  and  the  seamen  under  Li^^t. 
Holsten,  undertook  a  general  storm,  but 
were  again  forced  to  retire.  In  the  mean- 
while the  flotilla  were  laid  round  the  fort, 
and  commenced  a  firing  on  it,  whilst  the 
troops  were  preparing  for  a  fresh  attack. 
The  loss  which  had  been  sustained  by 
these  warriors  only  tended  to  increase 
their  ardour.  Whilst  the  gun-boats  kept 
u|)  m  brisk  fire  on  the  flank  of  the  fort, 
MdJQc   Melstedt   on   the  one     side,    and 
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Lieutenant  Holsten  on  the  other,  com- 
menced the  attack.  The  out- works  were 
already  gained,  and  the  troops  were  pre- 
paring to  get  over  the  high  walls,  when 
cartridge  shot  poured  down  on  them  from 
more  than  forty  pieces  of  cannon.  Major 
Von  Melstedt  ended  his  honourable  career 
at  the  head  of  his  troops.  Captain  V. 
Reydz  then  immediately  took  the  com- 
mand, and  inspired  new  life  into  the  brave 
troops,  who  with  the  greasesi  stead  ness, 
stood  the  dreadful  fire,  and  in  conjunction 
with  the  valiant  Lieutenant  Holsten,  again 
renewed  the  attack.  A  cannon  ball  car- 
ried away  both  of  Captain  V.  Reydz's 
legs,  and  another  put  an  end  to  the  life 
oi'  Lieutenant  Holsten,  whilst  leading  his 
brave  seamen  on  to  combat.  The  men 
who  had  still  to  pass  the  inner  and  very 
deep  ditch,  were  obliged  to  give  way  for 
the  cartridge  balls,  but  their  retreat  was 
nevertheless  conducted  with  the  utmost 
order.  An  English  battery  pursued  the 
fugitives^  and  the  retreat  was  perfornned 
under  a  cominua!  fire  from  the  enemy. 
In  the  mean ti roe,  and  very  unexpectedly, 
a  frigate  was  seen  to  the  northward,  which 
stood  round  to  the  east  of  the  island,  a 
brig  steered  to  the  west  part,  a  schooner 
came  from  the  southward.  It  came  to 
blow  hard,  and  the  gun  boats  could  no 
longer  keep  their  station.  Endeavours 
were  ihen  made  to  reimbark  as  many 
as  possible  of  the  troops,  and  to  save 
such  as  had  escaped  from  the  enemy.  The 
transport  vessels  had  something  the  ap- 
pearance of  gun-boa*s,  and  ihey  were 
therefore  caused  to  steer  towards  the  Tre- 
feord,  in  order  thereby  to  decoy  the  fri- 
gate to  follow  them,  and  thereby  save  the 
gun-boats,  and  the  troops  embarked  on 
board  of  thetn  ;  but  the  wind  increased, 
and  the  gale  became  so  violent,  that  the 
gun-boats  could  scarcely  be  kept  afloat. 
To  enter  into  an  engagement  with  the 
enemy  was  not  to  be  thought  of,  and  it 
would  have  been  a  useless  loss  of  time  to 
have  endeavoured,  at  this  time  to  collect 
the  boats  together. — It  was  therefore  deem- 
ed most  expedient  to  let  the  fiuiilla  dis- 
perse itself.  Signal  was  accordingly  made 
for  boats  to  reach  the  nearest  shore,  and 
the  flotilla  accordingly  dispersed  itself 
agreeably  to  orders  given.  The  move- 
ment could  not  be  perceived  by  the  fri- 
gate, which  was  lying  to  the  eastward  of 
the  island,  on  account  of  the  reef  wdiich 
run  out  from  it. — Eight  of  the  gun-noats 
that  were  nearest  together,  made  the  best 
of  their  way  for  Jutland,  whilst  the  other 
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four,  with  the  utmost  bravery,  engaged 
the  brig  and  schooner  ;  they  detained  the 
enemy  in  his  progress,  ami  brought  him 
several  points  out  of  his  course  ;  one  of 
these  boats  is  safe,  the  fate  of  the  other 
three  is  still  uncertain,  possibiv  they  may 
be  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands.  Al- 
though that  this  expedition  has  been  un- 
successful, yet  the  enemj'  will  certainly 
not  have  to  boast  of  having  obtained  an 
easy  victory  ;  even  during  the  retreat,  the 
schooner  sustained  so  much  damage,  that 
ehe  was  obliged  io  put  in  under  the  island, 
and  to  seek  to  obtain  assistance.  Besides 
the  three  commanders,  several  other  of 
oar  Officers  fell  in  the  field  of  honour. — 
During  the  whole  of  the  aliair,  the  most 
determined  courage  was  shewn  on  our 
pai't,  and  the  very  considerable  loss  sus- 
tained in  killed  and  wounded  in  propor- 
tion to  the  corps  employed,  will  suffici- 
ently prove  the  determined  resolution  and 
courage  with  which  these  brave  men  con- 
tinued the  combat  under  such  a  heavy 
fire;  and  have  again,  on  this  occasion, 
proved  the  ancient  valour  which  is  inse- 
parable from  tile  character  of  the  people 
of  Denmark  and  Norway,  who  are  always 
ready  to  shed  their  blood  for  their  King 
and  native  country. 


Portugal. — Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  Vis- 
count Wellington,  io  the  Earl  of  Liver- 
pool; dated  Pero  Negro,  '21ih  October, 
IS  10. —  Laid  before  Parliament,  April, 
1811. 

My  Lord. — Your  Lordship  has  been 
apprized  of  the  measures  which  had  been 
adopted,  to  induce  the  inhabitants  of  Por- 
tugal to  quit  that  part  of  the  country, 
through  which  the  enemy  was  likely  to 
pass,  or  which  it  was  probable  would  be- 
come the  seat  of  his  operations;  carrying 
oft' with  them  their  valuable  property,  and 
every  thin^f  which  could  tend  to  the  ene- 
my's subsistence,  or  to  facilitate  his  pro- 
giess. — There  is  no  doubt  that  these  inha- 
bitants ijad  sufficient  Unowledgo,  from  for- 
mer experience,  of  the  treatment  they 
would  receive  from  the  enemy :  and  there 
is  no  instance  of  those  of  any  town  or  vil- 
lage having  remained,  or  of  their  iraving 
failed  to  ron\eve  what  might  be  useful  to 
the  enemy,  when  they  had  sufiicisMitly 
early  intimation  of  the  wishes  of  govern- 
ment or  of  my.self,  that  they  should  aban- 
don their  houses,  and  carry  away  their 
proper ty.-^Ai I  those  who  are  acquainted 
with   the  Mature  of  military  operations. 


with  their  dependance  upon  the  assist- 
ance of  the  country  to  supply  the  wants 
of  the  army,  and  particularly  with  the 
degree  to  which  the  French  armies  de- 
pend upon  this  assistance,  must  be  aware 
of  the  distress  which  this  system  has  occa- 
sioned to  the  enemy ;  and  the  official  and 
private  letters  which  have  been  intercept- 
ed, are  filled  with  complaints  of  its  ef- 
fects ;  which  have  been  repeated  in  th6" 
official  papers  published  in  the  Moniteur 
at  Paris. — It  happened,  unfortunately,  that 
the  Indian-corn  harvest,  which  is  the  prin- 
cipal support  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  large 
part  of  Portugal,  was  on  the  ground  at 
the  moment  of  the  enemy's  invasion. 
This  of  course  could  not  be  carried  off; 
and  wh^re  the  enemy's  troops  have  been, 
tjiey  here,  as  usual,  destroyed  what  they 
could  not  consume;  and  nothing  remains. 
—If,  therefore,  the  result  of  the  campaign 
should  be  to  oblige  the  enemy  to  with- 
draw from  Portugal,  it  is  much  to  be  ap- 
prehended that  the  greatest  distress  will 
be  felt  in  those  districts  through  which  the 
enemy's  troops  have  passed;  which  there 
are  no  means  whatever  in  this  country  of 
relieving. — Upon  former  occasions,  the 
wealthy  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  and 
of  London  in  particular,  have  stepped 
forward  to  assist  and  relieve  the  distresses 
of  foreign  nations,  whether  suffering  under 
the  calamities  inflicted  by  Providence,  or 
by  a  cruel  and  powerful  enemy.  This 
nation  has  received  the  benefit  of  the 
charitable  disposition  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects; and  there  never  was  a  case,  in 
which  their  assistance  was  required  in  .1 
greater  degree,  whether  the  sufferings  of 
the  people,  or  their  fidelity  to  the  cause 
they  have  espoused,  and  their  attachment 
to  his  Majesty's  subjects,  he  considered. 
— I  declare,  that  I  have  scarcely  known 
an  instance  in  which  any  person  in  Por- 
tugal, even  of  the  lowest  order,  has  hud 
cojiinninication  ivitli  the  enemy,  inconsistent 
with  his  duty  to  his  own  Sovereign,  or 
with  the  orders  he  had  received.— I  would, 
therefore,  beg  leave  to  recommend  the 
unfortunate  portion  of  the  inliabitants, 
who  have  sufiered  from  the  enemy's  inva- 
sion, to  your  Lordship's  protection;  and  I 
request  you  to  consider  of  the  mode  of 
re;  oinniending  them  to  the  benevolent  dispo- 
silion  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  at  the  mo- 
ment, which  I  hope  may  be  not  far  dis- 
tant, that  the  enemy  may  be  under  the 
necessity  of  evacuating  the  country.— I 
have,  &c.— (Signed)         Wellington. 
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Portugal.  The  War.— — Extract  of 
.Dinpalches  from  Lord  Vi^"  <me  iaiuvtra, 
Olveiru  de  CHospiml,  Murchll.  181  I. 

The  enemy  sufteved  .inch  more  in  the 
affixjr  of  the  1 5th  ti  -•-  1  was  aware  cf, 
when  I  addressed  you  on  tlif  <6th  inst  ; 
the  firing  was  not  over  till  dark,  and  it 
appears  that  gre.it  nurahcrs  v*eie  urowned 
in  attempting  l>  ford  the  Ceira. — The 
enemy  withdrew  his  rear-guani  from  that 
river  in  the  courae  of  the-  lOlh,  and  we 
crossed  it  on  the  17lh  and  had  our  posts  on 
the  Siena  de  Murcella  ;  theenemj'  s  army 
beinsin  astronsr  position  on  the  right  of  the 
Alva.  They  moved  apartol  thecr  army 
on  that  night,  but  still  maintained  »heir  po- 
sition on  the  Alva,  of  which  river  they 
destroyed  the  bridges.  We  turned  their 
left  by  the  Sierra  de  Santa  Giuiteria  with 
the  3d,  1st,  and  5th  divisions  on  the  18th. 
while  the  light  division  and  the  6th 
manoeuvered  in  their  front  from  the  Sierra 
de  Murctila;  these  movements  induceu  (he 
eneruy  to  b'ing  back  to tl)e Sierra  de  Moita 
the  troops  wuicli  had  marched  the  pre- 
ceding night,  at  the  same  time  that  they 
received  their  corps  '^Vom  the  Aiva,  anu  in 
the  evening  their  wh^le  army  were  as- 
sembled upon  Moita,  and  the  advanced 
pests  of  our  right  were  near  Arginilj  those 
of  our  left  acro.'s  the  Alva. —  The  en«^mv 
retired  from  the  ,.ositioa  of  Moita  in  "<.f 
night  of  the  ISih,  and  have  continued 
their  retreat  with  ■;.-  ntmoat  rapidiis  ever 
since  ;  and  I  imagine  „heirrear-i.nard  will 
be  at  Celorico  this  liay.  We  assemble?'- 
the  army  upon  the  Sierra d:-  Moita  .  n  the 
19th,  and  our  advanced  posts  -<  e  this  day 
beyond  Pinhancos.  The  MUitia  under 
Colonels  Wilson  ano  Irant,  a  v  ^.t  Fornos. 
—We  have  taken  great  numbe  ■  cf  pri- 
soners, and  the  enemy  have  coniitiued  to 
destroy  their  carriages  and  rheir  cannon, 
and  whatever  would  impede  tht-ir  pro- 
gress.— As  the  great  u'jmber  of  the  pri- 
soners taken  on  the  lyth  had  been  sent 
oiiton  foraging  parties  towards  the  Mon- 
dego,  and  had  been  ordered  to  reiurn  to 
their  position  on  the  Alva,  I  conclude  ihat 
the  enemy  had  intended  to  remain  in  it 
for  some  days. — Soult  has  gone  to  Seville 
since  the  fall  of  Badajos  ;  and  it  is  re- 
ported, that  about  three  thousand  French 
troops  had  been  seen  on  their  march 
through  Baixarota  to  the  Southward. 


Portugal,  The  War. — A  dispatch,  of 
which  iJte  following  is  an  extract,  was 
yesterday,  evening  received  from  Lieuce- 
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termnt- General  Lord  Viscoun'  IVe'.b'vgton, 

K.b.,  liy  the  Earl  of  L^ce'pool,   dated 

I   Govda,  March  27. —  L./.ion,  [Sth  April 

1811. 
When  I  foutu!  that  the  encniV  retired 
with  such  celerity  frono  Moita,  1  conti- 
nued the  pursuit  of  them  with  the  cavalry, 
and  the  light  division  under  MajorGe- 
neral  Sir  Wiiliam  Erhkine  only,  support- 
ing these  troops  wth  tie  pill  and  3rd  di- 
visions of  infantry,  and  by  the  militia  on 
the  right  of  the  Mondego  ;  and  I  was 
induced  to  halt  the  remain-ier  of  the  army 
till  the  supplies,  which  had  been  sent 
round  from  the  Tagus  to  the  Mondego, 
should  arrive.  This  halt  was  the  more 
desirable,  as  nothing  could  be  found  in  the 
country  ;  and  every  day's  march  increas- 
ing the  distance  from  the  magazines  on 
the  Tagus  rendered  the  supply  of  the 
troops  more  difficult  and  precarious  ;  and 
the  further  advance  of  the  main  body  for 
a  few  days  did  not  appear  to  be  necessary. 
The  cavalry  and  light  troops  continued  to 
annoy  the  enemy's  rear  and  to  take  pri- 
soners;  and  the  militia  under  Colonel 
Wilson  had  an  aftair  with  a  detachment 
of  the  enemy,  on  the  22nd,  not  far  from 
Celcrico,  in  which  they  killed  seven  and 
wounded  several,  and  to  »k  fifteen  piison- 
ers.  The  militia  under  General  Siiveira 
a!?o  took  sonit-  prisoners  on  the  23th. — 
The  enemy  retired  his  'eft,  the  2nd  corps, 
bv  Gov'ia  through  the  mountains  upon 
Cuarda,  ..nl  the  resri-inder  of  the  army 
b;^  the  hitn  road  unon  Celorico.  They 
have  sinc^^  move^l  more  troops  upon 
Guarda,  wtiich  position  they  still  hold  in 
.scr':'ngth.  Our  advanced  guard  is  in  front 
u'  Ceioiico,  towards  Guarda,  and  at  Al- 
•. i^ica,  and  thtt  3rd  division  in  the  moun- 
taiiK*;,  and  occupying  Porco  Miserella  and 
Prados. — ^^The  allied  troops  will  be  col- 
lected in  the  neighbourhood  of  Celorico 
to-mo  roH' — General  Ballasteros  surprised 
General  itemon  on  the  lOth,  at  Palma, 
aud  Ji  persed  his  detachment,  and  took 
i'iom  him  five  hundred  prisoners. — Ge- 
neral Ballasteros  had  since  retned  to  Val- 
ver'",  and  I  hear  that  General  Zayas  had 
been  detached  from  Cadiz  with  six  thou- 
sand men,  including  four  hundred  cavalry, 
to  be  disembarked  at  Huelva  to  join  Ge- 
neral Bitilasferos. — P.  S.  Since  writing  the 
above,  I  have  received  the  report  of  a 
gallant  action  of  one  of  our  patroles  yes- 
terday evening,  between  Alverca  and 
Guarda,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Perse  of  the  16th  Light  Dragoons,  and 
Lieutenant  Foster  of  the  KoyaU,  who  Jit- 
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tacked  a  detachment  of  the  enemy's  ca- 
valry between  Alverca  and  Guavda,  and 
killed  and  wounded  several  of  them,  and 
took  the  Officer  aiil  57  men  prisoners. — 
The  enemy  have  withdrawn  from  Pinliel 
across  the  Coa. 

Foreign  Office,  April  1 2. 
Dispatches  have  this  day  heen  received 
at  this  office  from  Charles  Smart,  Esq.  his 
Majesty's  Minister  at  Lisbon,  dated  the 
SOlh  ult.  stating  that  Sir  William  Beres- 
ford,  having  united  the  whole  of  his  force 
in  Portalegre  on  the  '2jrd  of  March,  ad- 
vanced on  the  2Uh,  and  attacked  the 
enemy  with  his  cavalry  on  the  25ih. 
They  were  compelled  to  abandon  Caaipo 
Maior,  with  the  loss  of  600  men  killed 
and  wounded.  On  the  2Glh  General  Be- 
resfoid's  head-quarters  were  at  Elvas. — 
The  enemy  had  withdrawn  their  whole 
force,  excepting  a  weak  picquet,  to  the 
other  side  of  the  Guadiana. — The  corps 
under  Marshal  Soult  has  halted  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Llerena. — General  Ba!- 
lasieros  had  returned  to  Gibraleon,  on  the 
29 'h,  where  his  force  had  been  increased 
by  the  arrival  of  0000  men  under  General 
Zayas, — Marshal  Bessieres  arrived  at  Za- 
mora  on  the  5ih  of  March,  with  7000  men. 


France. — Decree  relative  to  the  making  of 
Sugar  and  Indigo  out  of  Beei  Root  and 
P[mt'Woad.—25th  Blarch,  1811. 

Napoleon,  Emperor  of  the  French,  &c. 
—Upon  the  report  of  the  commission  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  means  proper  to 
naturalise  on  the  continent  of  our  empire, 
sugar,  indigo,  cotton,  and  divers  other 
productions  of  the  two  Indies : — Upon  the 
presentation  made  to  us,  of  a  considerable 
quantity  of  beet-root  sugar,  refined,  crys- 
tallized, and  possessing  all  the  qualities  and 
properties  of  cane  sugar:— Upon  the  pre- 
sentation also  made  to  us  at  the  Council  of 
Commerce,  of  a  great  quantity  of  indigo 
extracted  from  the  plantwoad,  which  our 
departments  of  the  south  produce  in  abun- 
dance, and  which  indigo  has  all  the  pro- 
perties of  the  indigo  of  the  two  Indies: — 
Having  reason  to  expect  that,  by  means 
of  these  two  precious  discoveries,  our  em- 
pire will  shortly  be  relieved  from  an  ex- 
portation of  100,000,000,  hitherto  neces- 
sary for  supplying  the  consumption  of 
sugar  and  indigo:— -We  have  decreed,  and 
decree  as  follows  : — Art.  1.  Plantations  of 
beet-root,  proper  for  the  fabrication  of 
sugar,  shall  be  formed  in  our  empire  to 


the  extent  of  32,000  hectares  *.  2.  Our 
Minister  of  the  Interior  shall  distribute  the 
32,000  hectares  among  the  departments 
of  our  empire,  taking  into  consideration 
those  departments  where  the  culture  of 
tobacco  niay  be  established,  and  thos? 
which,  from  the  nature  of  the  soil,  may 
be  more  favourable  to  the  culture  of  the 
beet-root.  3.  Our  Prefects  shall  take 
measures  that  the  number  of  hectares  al- 
lotted to  their  respective  departments  shall 
be  in  full  cultivation  this  year,  or  next 
year  at  the  latest.— !•.  A  certain  number 
of  hectares  shall  be  laid  out  in  our  Empire, 
in  plantations  of  woad  proper  for  the 
fabrication  of  indigo,  and  in  proportion  to 
the  quantity  necessary  for  our  manufac- 
tures.— 5.  Our  Ministerofthe  Interior  shall 
distribute  the  said  number  among  the  de- 
partments of  the  Empire,  taking  into  par^- 
ticular  consideration  the  departments  be^ 
yond  the  Alps,  and  those  of  the  South, 
where  this  branch  of  cultivation  form- 
erly made  great  progress. — 0.  Our  Pre- 
fects shall  take  measures,  that  the  quan- 
tity of  hectares,  allotted  to  their  depart- 
ments, shall  be  in  full  cultivation  next 
year,  at  the  latest. — 7.  The  Commission 
shall,  before  the  4th  of  May,  fix  upon  the 
places  most  convenient  for  the  establish* 
ment  of  six  experimental  schools,  for  giv- 
ing instruction  in  the  manufacture  of  beet- 
root sugar,  conformably  to  the  process- of 
the  chymists.— 8.  The  Commission  shall, 
also,  by  the  same  period,  fix  upon  the 
places  most  convenient  for  the  establish- 
ment of  four  experimeatid  schools,  for 
giving  instruction  as  to  the  extraction  of 
indigo  from  the  lees  of  the  woad,  accord- 
ing to  the  processes  approved  by  the 
Commission. — 9.  Our  Minister  of  the  In- 
terior shall  make  known  to  the  Prefects 
in  what  places  these  schools  shall  be 
formed,  and  to  which  the  pupils  destined 
for  this  manufacture  should  be  sent.  The 
proprietors  and  farmers  who  may  wish  to 
attend  the  course  of  lectures  in  the  said 
experimental  schools  shall  be  admitted 
thereto.— 10.  Messrs.  Barruel  and  Isnard, 
who  have  brought  to  perfection  the  pro- 
cesses for  extracting  sugar  from  beet- root, 
shall  be  specially  charged  with  the  direc- 
tion of  two  of  the  six  experimental  schools. 
— 11.  Our  Minister  of  the  Interior  shall 
in  consequence,  cause  to  be  paid  to  them 

*  The  hectare  is  2-472  English  Statute 
Acres,  or  2  A.  1  R.  35|  P.  —  therefore, 
3-2,000  hectares  arc  equal  to  nearly  80,000 
English  Acres. 


*)531 


APEIL  17,   ISl 


the.  sum  necessary  for  the  formJition  of  the 
said  establishnients,  which  sum  shall  be 
charged  upon  the  tund  of  one  million, 
placed,  in  the  budget  of  the  year  1  8 1  ] ,  at 
the  disposal  of  the  said  minister,  for  the 
encouragementot"  the  manufacture  of  beet- 
root sugar,  and  woad  indigo. — 12.  From 
the  1st  of  Jan.  1813,  and  upon  the  report 
to  be  made  by  our  Minister  of  the  Inte- 
rior, the  sugar  and  indigo  of  the  two 
Indies  shall  be  prohibited,  and  be  con- 
sidered as  merchandize  of  English  manu- 
facture, or  proceeding  from  English  com- 
merce.— 13.  Our  Minister  of  the  Interior 
is  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  pre- 
sent decree.  Napoleon. 


American    States. Mr.   Pivckney    to 

Lord     JVellcskj/. — Great      Cumberland 
Place,  Dec.  10,  1810. 

My  Lord, 
In  compliance  with  the  request  con- 
tained in  your  note  of  the  fith  instant,  I 
proceed  to  recapitulate  in  this  letter  (with 
some  variations,  however),  the  statements 
and  remarks  which  I  had  tiie  honour  to 
make  in  our  conference  of  the  5th,  re- 
specting the  revocation  of  the  French  De- 
crees, as  connected  with  a  change  of  sys- 
tem here  on  the  subject  of  neutral  rights. 
— Your  Lordship  need  not  be  told,  that  I 
should  have  b-3en  happy  to  offer  at  a  much 
earlier  moment  every  explanation  in  my 
power  on  matters  of  such  high  concern  to 
the  rights  and  commerce  of  ray  countrj% 
and  the  future  character  of  its  foreign  rela- 
tions, if  I  had  been  made  to  understand 
that  explanation  was  desired. — My  written 
communications  of  August  and  November 
were  concise,  but  they  were  not  intended 
to  be  insufficient,  'i'hey  furnished  evi- 
dence which  I  thought  conclusive,  and  ab- 
stained from  laboured  commentary,  be- 
cause I  deemed  it  superfluous.  I  had 
taken  up  an  opinion,  which  I  abandoned 
reluctantly  and  late,  that  the  British  Go- 
vernment would  be  eager  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  France,  in  recalling,  as  it  had 
professed  to  do  in  promulgating,  that  ex- 
traordinary system  of  maritime  annoyance, 
which  in  18()7  presented  to  neutral  trade 
in  almost  all  its  directions  the  hopeless  al- 
ternative of  inactivity  or  confiscation ; 
which  considered  it  as  a  subject  to  be  re- 
gulated, like  the  trade  of  the  United  King- 
doms, by  the  statutes  of  the  British  Par- 
liament,  and  undertook  to  bend  and  fashion 
it  by  every  variety  of  expedient  to  all  the 
purpojes  and  even  the  caprices  of  Great 
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Britain.  I  had  no  idea  that  the  remnant 
of  that  system,  productive  of  no  conceiv- 
able advantage  to  England,  and  deservedly 
odious  for  its  theory  and  destructive  effect* 
to  others,  could  survive  the  public  decla- 
ration of  France  that  the  edicts  of  Berlin 
and  Milan  were  revoked.  Instructed  at 
length,  however,  by  your  Lordship's  con- 
tinued silence,  and  alarmed  for  the  pro- 
perty of  my  fellovi-citizens,  now  more 
than  ever  exposed  by  an  erroneous  conli- 
dence  to  the  ruinous  operation  of  the  Bri- 
tish Orders,!  was  preparing  to  support  my 
general  representations  by  detailed  re- 
tnonstrance,  when  I  received  the  honour 
of  5'our  note  of  the  4th  instant.  In  the 
conference  which  ensued,  I  troubled  your 
Lordship  with  a  verbal  communication,  of 
which  the  following  is  nearly  the  sub- 
stance.— The  doubts  which  appear  to  stand 
in  the  way  of  the  recal  of  the  British  Or- 
ders in  Council  (under  which  denomina- 
tion I  include  certain  orders  of  blockade 
of  a  kindred  principle  and  spirit)  must  re- 
fer to  the  manner,  or  the  terms,  or  the 
practical  effect  of  the  alleged  repeal  of  the 
decrees  of  France. — That  the  manner  of 
the  proceeding  is  satisfactory  to  the  Bri- 
tish Government  cannot  be  questioned  ; 
since  it  is  precisely  that  in  which  its  own 
numerous  orders  for  establishing,  modify- 
ing, or  removing  blockades  and  other  ma- 
ritime obstructions,  are  usually  proclaimed 
to  neutral  states  and  merchants. — The 
French  repeal  was  officially  notified  on 
the  5th  of  August  to  the  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary of  the  United  States  at  Paris  by 
the  French  Minister  of  foreign  affairs,  as  I 
had  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship 
in  my  letter  of  the  25th  of  the  same  month, 
which  not  only  gave  the  import,  but  (as 
the  enclosed  copy  will  shew)  adopted  the 
words  of  General  Armstrong's  statement 
to  me  of  the  tenour  and  effect  of  that  no- 
tice.— On  the  9th  of  August  the  notifica- 
tion of  Gen.  Armstrong  was  published  in 
the  Moniteur,  the  official  journal  of  the 
Wench  Government,  as  the  act  of  that  Go- 
vernment; and  thus  became  a  formaKde- 
claration  and  a  public  pledge  to  all  who 
had  an  interest  in  the  matter  of  it. — It 
would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  particularize 
the  numerous  instances  of  analogous  prac- 
tices in  England,  by  which  this  course  is 
countenanced  ;  but  a  recent  example  hap- 
pens to  be  before  me,  and  may  therefore 
be  mentioned.  The  partial  recal,  or  mo- 
dification, of  the  English  blockade  of  the 
ports  and  places  of  Spain  from  Gijon  to 
the  French  ^erritor^  Jitaelf  known  to  n\y 
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Government  only  through  a  circular  noti- 
fication to  me,  recited  afterwards  in  .h. 
Londi>n  Gazette)  nasdeclared  to  the  An.e- 
rican  and  other  Governments  in  exactly 
the  same  ni  sde. — I  think  it  demonstrabit 
that  the  terms  in  which  the  Frenc!'  revo- 
cation was  announced  are  just,  a':  free  from 
well  founded  objection  as  the  man  'er, — 
Your  Lordship's  view  of  them  is  entirely 
unknown  to  me  ;  but  I  am  not  ignorant 
that  there  are  those  in  this  country,  who, 
professing  to  have  exumined  them  with 
care,  and  having  certainly  examined  them 
with  jealousy,  maintain  that  the  revocation 
on  the  1st  of  November  was  made  to  de- 
pend, by  the  obvious  meaning  to  those 
terms,  upon  a  condition  precedent,  which 
has  not  been  fulfilled,  namely,  the  revo- 
cation by  Great  Britain  of  her  Orders  in 
Council,  including  Such  blockading  orders 
as  France  complains  of  as  illegal. — -If  this 
were  even  admitted  to  be  so,  1  am  yet  to 
learn  upon  what  ground  of  justice  the  Bri- 
tish Government  could  decline  to  meet, 
by  a  similar  act  on  its  part,  an  advance, 
thus  made  to  it  by  its  adversary  in  iho  face 
of  the  world,  towards  a  co-operation  in  the 
great  work  of  restoring  the  libert}^  of  the 
ocean;  so  far  at  least  as  respects  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  of  1807  and  1809,and  such 
blockades  as  resemble  them.  It  is  not  ne- 
cessary, however,  to  take  this  view  of  the 
question  ;  for  the  French  revocation  turns 
<tn^  no  condition  precedent,  is  absolute, 
precise,  and  unequivocal. — What  construc- 
tion of  the  document  which  declares  that 
revocation  might  be  made  bj'  determined 
.suspicion  and  distrust,  I  have  no  wish  and 
am  not  bound  to  enquire.  Such  interpre- 
ters would  not  be  satisfied  by  any  form  of 
words,  and  would  be  likely  to  draw  the 
same  conclusion  from  perfect  explicilness 
and  studied  obscurity.  It  is  enough  ibr 
me  that  the  fair  and  natural  and  necpssarv 
import  of  the  paper  affords  no  coloui  for 
the  interpretation  I  am  about  to  examine. 
—The  French  declaration,  "  that  the  de- 
crees of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked,  and 
that  from  the  1st  of  November  ihoy  will 
cease  to  have  any  effect,"  is  precision  it- 
self :  but  they  are  followed  by  these 
words — "  bicn  entendu  qu'en  consecjuence 
de  cette  declaration  les  Anglais  revo- 
queront  leurs  arrets  de  Conseil,  ct  re- 
nonceront  aux  nouveaux  principes  de 
blocus  qu'ils  ont  voulu  etablis,  ou  bien 
que  les  Etats  Unis,  conformement  a  I'acte 
que  vous  venez  de  coinmuniquer,  feront 
respecter  leurs  Droits  par  les  Anglais." — 
If  these  words  state  any  condition,  they 


Slate  tvio,  the  first  depending  upon  Great 
Bi  'tkin,  the  lai^t  upon  the  United  States  ; 
and,  as  th'v  are  put  in  the  disjunctive,  it 
would  bp  txtiavagant  to  hold  that  the 
non-performance  of  one  of  iheni  is  equi- 
valent to  the  non-performance  of  both.  1 
shall  take  for  granted,  therefore,  that  the 
arguments  against  my  construction  of  the 
Di.ke  of  Cadore's  letter  must  be  moulded 
into  a  new  form.  It  must  deal  with  two 
conditions,  in-:'  ad  of  one  :  and,  consider- 
ing them  equally  as  conditions  precedent, 
to  be  perl,  rmed  (disjunctively)  beforf  the 
day  limited  for  the  operative  •  omrnenre- 
ment  of  the  French  repeal,  must  maintain, 
that,  it  neither  cf  thim  should  be  per- 
formed beiore  that  day,  the  decrees  were 
not  to  be  revoked,  and  consequently  that, 
as  neither  of  them  has  been  so  performed, 
the  decrees  ore  still  in  force. — If  this  hy- 
pothesis of  previous  conditions,  thus  re- 
duced to  the  only  shape  it  can  assume,  be 
proved  to  be  unsound,  my  construction  is 
at  once  established  ;  since  it  is  only  upon 
that  hypothesis  that  any  doubt  can  be 
raised  against  the  exact  and  perspicuous 
assurances  that  the  decrees  were  actually 
repealed,  and  thaf  the  repeal  would  be- 
come etfectual  on  the  Istof  November. 
This  hypothesis  is  proved  to  be  unsound 
by  the  following  considerations. — It  has 
clearly  no  foundation  in  the  phraseology 
of  the  paper,  which  does  not  contain  a 
syllable  to  put  any  condition  before'  the 
repeal.  The  repeal  is  represented  as  a 
step  aire  idy  taken,  to  have  efiect  on  a 
day  specihpd.  Cert  'in  consequences  are, 
indee.l,  declarea  to  be  expected  from  this 
proceeding;  but  no  day  is  given,  either 
expressly  »''  by  inplication,  within  which 
they  are  to  happen.  It  is  not  said  "bien 
entendu  que  les  Anglois  auront  revoque," 
&c.  but  "  que  its  Anglois  revoqueront," 
&c.  indefinitely  as  to  time. — The  notion 
of  condi:ir)ns  precedent  is,  therefore,  to 
say  the  least  of  il,  perfectly  gratuitous ; 
but  it  is  a'so  absurd  It  drives  us  to  the 
COP'  usion,  that  a  palpable  and  notorious 
HTipossiblity  was  intended  to  be  prescribed 
aj  a  con-Jition,  in  a  paper  which  the}', 
'-ho  think  it  was  meant  to  deceive,  must 
admit  was  meant  to  be  plausible.— It  was 
a  j)alpable  and  notorious  impossibility 
tiiat  the  United  States  should,  before  the 
1st  (if  November,  execute  any  condition, 
no  matter  what  the  isature  of  it,  the  per- 
formance of  whieh  was  (o  follow  the  as- 
certained failure  of  a  condition,  to  be  exe- 
cuted by  Great  Britain,  at  anytime  before 
the  same  1st  of  November.    That  the  act 
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expected  from  the  United  Slates  was  lo  be 
consequent  upon  the  failure  of  the  other 
is  apparent.  It  is  also  apparent  tiiat  upon 
anv  interpretation,  which  would  make  the 
act  of  Great  Britain  a  condition  precedent 
to  the  French  repeal,  consequently  prece- 
dent to  the  1st  of  November  (svhen  the 
repeal  was,  if  ever,  to  take  etlect),  that 
condition  could  not  be  said  to  have  failed 
before  the  whole  period,  from  the  5th  of 
August  to  the  1st  of  November,  had 
elapsed.  But  if  Great  Britain  had  the 
whole  time  within  which  to  elect  the 
course  which  she  would  pursue,  what  op- 
porluuity  would  be  left  to  the  United 
States  (eq-.uiiiy  bound,  upon  this  idea  of 
conditions  precedent,  to  act  their  part 
within  the  same  period)  to  become  ac- 
tjuainied  with  that  election,  and  to  decide 
upon  and  take  their  own  course  in  conse- 
quence ;  tosay  nothing  of  the  transmission 
of  such  intelligence  of  it  to  Europe  as 
would  be  indispensable  to  the  efficacy  of 
the  conditional  revocation  ? — This  general 
view  would  alons  be  sufficient  to  discredit 
the  arbitrary  construction  under  conside- 
ration: but  it  will  be  more  completely 
exposed  by  an  explanation  of  the  nature 
of  the  act,  which  the  letter  professes  to 
expect  from  the  United  SLates,  in  case 
Great  Britain  should  omit  to  revoke. 
This  Act  is  the  revival  of  the  Non-Inter- 
course Law  against  England  ;  France  re- 
maining exempt  from  it,  as  well  as  from 
the  provisions  of  the  subsequent  law,  com- 
monly called  the  Non-Intercourse  Act. 
Now,  it  is  too  plain  upon  the  face  of  the 
last  mentioned  law  (to  which  the  letter 
expressly  refers)  to  escape  the  most  negli- 
gent and  unskilful  observer,  that  this  re- 
vival could  not  by  any  industry  or  chance 
be  accomplished  before  the  time  fixed  for 
the  cessation  of  the  French  decrees,  or 
even  for  a  considerable  time  afterwards  ; 
it  certainly  cannot  be  allowable  to  assume, 
that  the  revival  was  required  by  the  letter 
(whatever  was  the  object  of  the  writer  or 
his  Government)  to  precede  the  cessation. 
And  if  this  was  not  required,  it  is  incon- 
trovertible that  the  cessation  would  by  the 
term  of  the  letter,  take  j)lace  on  the  ap- 
pointed day,  whether  any  of  the  events 
disjunctively  specified  had  intervened  or 
not. — The  first  step  towards  the  revival  of 
the  non-intercourse  against  England  would 
be  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  that 
France  had  so  revoked  or  modified  her 
edicts,  that  they  ceased  to  violate  the 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States. 
But  the  letter  of  Mens.  Charapagny  left 


the  decrees  as  it  found  them  up  to  the  1st 
of  November;  and,  consequently,  up  to 
that  day  it  could  not,  for  any  thing  con- 
tained in  that  letter,  be  said  that  the  rights 
of  American  commerce  were  no  longer 
infringed  by  them.  A  prospective  pro- 
clamation, that  they  would  cease  to  vio- 
late those  rights,  might  perhaps  be  issued; 
but  it  could  scarcely  have  any  substantial 
operation,  either  in  favour  of  France,  or  to 
the  prejudice  of  England,  until  the  epoch 
to  which  it  had  looked  had  arrived.- — Let 
it  be  admitted,  however,  that  all  physical 
and  legal  obstacles  to  the  issuing,  before 
the  first  of  November,  of  a  proclamation, 
to  take  effect  immediately,  were  out  of 
the  way.  How  would  such  a  proceeding 
fulfil  of  itself  the  expectation  that  the 
United  States  would,  before  the  1st  of  No- 
vember, "  cause  their  rights  to  be  re- 
spected by  the  English,"  in  the  mode 
pointed  out  by  the  letter,  namely,  by  the 
enforcement  of  the  Non-intercourse  Law  ? 
The  proclamation  would  work  no  direct 
or  immediate  consequence  against  Eng- 
land. Three  months  from  its  date  must 
pass  away  before  the  Non-intercourse  Law 
could  revive  against  her;  and  when  it  did 
so,  the  revival  would  not  be  the  effect  of 
the  proclamation,  but  of  the  continued  ad- 
herence of  England  to  her  obnoxious  sys- 
tem. Thus,  even  if  a  proclamation,  effec- 
tual from  its  date,  had  l>een  issued  by  the 
President  on  the  day  when  the  French  de- 
claration of  repeal  came  to  the  hands  ol' 
the  Aisejcan  Minister  at  Paris,  tiic  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  would,  on  the  1st  of  No- 
vember, have  remained  it^  the  saima  con- 
dition in  which  it  was  t'jund  in  August.. 
As  all  this  was  wel.  vmderstood  by  the 
Government  of  France,  the  conclusion 
is,  that  its  Minister,  professing  too  to 
have  the  American  law  before  him,, 
and  to  expect  only  what  was  conform- 
able with  that  law,  did  not  intend  to  re- 
quire the  revival  of  the  Non-intercourse 
against  England  as  a  condition  to  be  per- 
foniiud  oefore  the  first  of  November.—- 
It  is  worthy  of  remark,  as  introductory 
to  another  view  of  this  subject,  that  even 
they  who  conclude  that  the  repeal  of  the 
French  decrees  has  failed,  are  not  back- 
ward to  ascribe  to  the  French  declaration 
a  purpose  utterly  inconsistent  with  that 
conclusion.  They  suppose  the  purpose 
to  have  been  to  atlect  the  existing  relations 
between  America  and  England,  by  ihe 
only  means  which  the  declaration  states— 
the  act  of  Non-intercourse.    And  it  is  cer- 
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tain,  that  unless  England  should  abandon 
particular  parts  of  her  system,  this  was 
the  result  avowedly  in  view,  and  meant  to 
be  accomplished.— But  there  could  be  no 
hope  of  such  a  result  without  a  previous 
effectual  relinquishment  of  the  French  de- 
crees. A  case  could  not  otherwise  be 
inade  to  exist  (as  the  Duke  of  Cadore  was 
aware)  for  such  an  operation  of  the  Ame- 
rican law.  To  pass  the  law  before  the 
revocation  of  the  edicts  were  impossible. 
With  the  law  in  hi>  hands,  it  would  have 
been  miraculous  ignorance  not  to  know 
that  it  wa.s  the  e^act  reverse  of  this  which 
his  paper  must  propose.  He  would  derive 
this  knowledge  not  from  that  particular 
law  only  but  frotn  the  whole  tenour  and 
spirit  »a!'  American  proceedings,  in  that 
painful  and  anomalous  dilemma,  in  which 
Great  Britain  and  France,  agreeing  in  no- 
tliing  else,  had  recently  combined  to  place 
the  maritime  interests  of  America.  He 
would  collect  from  these  proceedings,  that, 
while  those  conflicting  Powers  continued 
to  rival  each  other  in  their  aggression  on 
neutral  rights,  the  government  of  the  United 
States  would  oppose  itself  impartially  to 
both.  The  French  declaration,  then,  had 
either  no  meaning  at  all,  or  it  raeaiit  to 
announce  to  General  Armstrong  a  positive 
revocation  of  the  French  edicts. — I  should 
only  fatigue  your  Lordship  by  pursuing 
farther  a  point  so  plain  and  simple.  I 
shall,  therefore,  merely  add  to  what  I  have 
already  said  on  this  branch  of  the  subject, 
that  the  strong  and  unqualified  communi- 
cation from  General  Armstrong  to  me, 
mentioned  in  the  commencement  of  this 
letter,  and  corroborated  by  subsequent 
communications,  (one  of  which  I  now  lay 
before  yon)  myy,  perlnps,  without  any 
great  effort  of  courtesy,  be  allowed  to  con- 
tain "  that  authentic  intelligence"  which 
your  lordship  is  in  seaich  of.  He  could 
scarcely  have  been  freeYrom  doubt,  if  the 
occasion  was  calculated  to  suggest  it,  and, 
if  he  had  actually  doubted,  would  hardly 
have  spoken  to  me  with  the  confidence  of 
conviction. — It  onl}'  rt  mains  to  speak  of 
the  practical  effect  -of  the  Frencii  repeal. 
And  here  your  lordship  must  sufler  me  to 
remind  you,  that  the  orders  of  England 
of  1S07  did  not  w;\it  for  the  practical  ef- 
fect of  the  Berlin  decree,  nor  linger  till 
the  obscurity  in  which  the  meaning  of 
that  decree  was  supposed  to  be  involved, 


should  be  cleared  away  by  tinje  or  expla- 
nation; They  came  promptly  after  the 
decree  itself,  while  it  was  not  only  ambi- 
guous but  inoperative,  and  raised  upon  an 
idle  prohibition,  and  a  yet  more  idle  de- 
claration, which  France  had  flol  atterript- 
ed  to  enforce,  and  was  notoriously  incapa- 
ble of  enforcing,  a  vast  scheme  of  oppres- 
sion upon  the  seas,  more  destructive  of 
all  the  acknowledged  rights  of  peaceful 
states  than  history  can  parallel.  This  re- 
taliation, as  it  was  called,  was  so  rapid, 
that  it  was  felt  before  the  injury  which 
was  said  to  have  provoked  itj  and  yet 
that  injury,  such  as  it  was,  was  preceded 
by  the  practical  assertion  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  of  new  and  alarming  prin- 
ciples of  public  law,  in  the  notification  of 
the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  and  in  the 
judicial  decisions  of  the  year  before.  To 
uphold  the  retaliatory  orders,  every  thing 
was  presumed  with  a  surprising  facility. 
Not  only  was  an  impotent,  unexecuted, 
and  equivocal  menace  presumed  to  be  an 
active  scourge  of  the  commerce  of  neu- 
tral nations,  but  the  acquiesense  of  those 
nations  was  presumed  against  the  plainest 
evidence  of  facts.  The  alacrity  with  which 
all  this  was  done  can  never  be  remember- 
ed without  regret  and  astonishment  ;  but 
our  regret  and  astonishment  must  eo- 
crease,  if  after  some  years  have  been  given 
to  the  pernicious  innovation  which  these 
presumptions  were  to  introduce  and  sup- 
port, something  like  the  same  alacrity 
should  not  be  displayed  on  seizing  an 
honourable  opportunity  of  discharging  it 
forever. — It  is  not  unnatural  to  imagine 
that  it  will  be  discharged  with  pUasufe 
when  it  is  considered,  that,  having  never 
been  effectual  as  an  instrument  of  hostility, 
it  cannot  now  lay  claim  to  tho^e  other  re- 
commendations for  which  it  may  have 
heretofore  been  priaed.  The  Oiders  in 
Council  [of  Kovember]  have  passed, 
through  some  important  changes  ;  but 
they  have  been  steady,  as  long  as  it  was 
possible,  to  the  purpose  which  first  im- 
pressed upon  them  a  chsracter  not  to  be 
mistaken.  — In  their  original  plan  they 
comprehended  not  only  France  and  such 
allied  or  dependent  Powers  as  had  adopted 
the  edict  of  Berlin,  but  such  other  nations 
as  had  merely  excluded  from  their  ports 
the  commercial  flag  of  England. 
(  To  ba  continued.) 
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Jubilee  Dollars. Ih  ray  last  Num- 
ber but  oae,  page  899,  the  reader  will 
find,  that  1  noticed  an  intimation,  relative 
to  Dollars,  which  intimation  was  given,  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  by  Mr.  Manning, 
who  is,  it  seems,  Deputy  Governor  of 
the  Bank  of  En^^land.*  The  notification 
of  Governor  Manning  was  this  :  that 
**  the  BanL  was  now  m  thecomas  of  having 
"  a  large  quantity  of  Silver  Tokens,  or 
"'  Dollars,  stamjicd,  for  the  purpose  of 
"  putting  them  into  circulation  at  6s.  Qd. 
*'  each.  And,  he  said,  that  he  gave  this 
"  nolificatioa  in  order  that  those  persons, 
"  who  might  be  drawing  Dollars  out  of 
"  circulation"  (alias,  hoarding  them),  "  in 
"  the  hope  of  their  rising  in  value,  might 
"  be  ASSURED,  that  their  expectations 
"  in  this   regard,  will  be  disappointed." 

The    Honourable    Governor  will   be 

deceived  in  his  expectations,  and  of  that 
he  may  be  assured;  for,  the  persons  who 
have  deemed  it  prudent  to  begin  to  hoard, 
will  not  be  turned  from  their  purpose  by 
any  thing  short  of  a  ready  payment  of  the 
Bank  notes  in  gold  and  silver  of  the 
Steriirig  value.  This  the  Governor  may 
be  assured  of.  The  day  oi' faith  is  fast 
passing  away.  Men  will  now  believe,  as 
to  the  Bank  of  England,  only  that  which 
they  see  and  toixh.— — The  project  of  issu- 


*  I  begin  to  think,  that  it  may  be  of 
use  to  the  People  to  know  the  names  of  the 
persons,  who  have  the  management  of  this 
concern,  and  I  therefore  will  here  insert 
the  present  list  of  them  : 

Jditi  P«iarse,  Esq.  Governor : 
yfra.  Manning,  Esq.  Deputy  Governor: 
Twenty-Four  Directors. 


Alexander  Barii.'g-,  Fsq. 
George  Blackman,  Esq. 
John  Bowden,  Esq. 
Cornelius  JBuiler,  Esq, 
James  Campbell,  Esq. 
Henry  Davfdson,  Esq. 
George  Dorrien,  Esq. 
Thomas  Laneley,  Esq. 
Thomas  Lewis,  Esq. 
lieeston  Long,  Esq. 
Eben.  Mailland,  Esq. 
WiUiaiB  Melli^h,  Eeq. 


Jer&n)iali  Olive,  Esq. 
John  H.  Palmer,  Esq. 
Charles  Pole,  Esq. 
John  B.  Richards,  Esq. 
Wm.  T.  R.ol)arts,  Esq. 
John  Stanifortli,  Esq. 
Henry  Smith,  Esq. 
A.  H.  Thom-on,  Esq. 
Samuel  Thornton,  Esq. 
Stephen  Thornton,  Esq. 
Robert  Wigram,  Esq. 
John  WiiitKiore,  Esq. 


ing  more  Dollars  at  the  nominal  value  of 
5s.  6d.  appeared  to  me  to  be  so  wild,  that 
I  could  not  believe  it  to  be  seriously  en» 
tertained,  unless  the  Dollars  of  the  nevr 
issue  were  to  be  lighter  or  of  baser  tnetal 
than  the  former  issue.  To  gain  a  little  timet 
however,  it  might  be  of  use.  Merely  to 
gain  a  little  time  and  to  assist  in  supply- 
ing the  metropolis  with  change  for  a  fe\r 
weeks,  and  thus  postpone  the  public  com- 
plaints 'till  after  the  session  of  parliament 

was  over. This,  I  imagine,  can  be  the 

only  object  of  the  Governor  and  his  Asso- 
ciates; and,  accordingly,  we  see  it  now- 
announced,  in  a  paragraph  in  all  the  nevjs-^ 
papers;  a  circular  paragraph,  such  as  the 
dealers  in  various  other  valuable  wares 
cause  occasionally  to  be  put  in  the 
papers ;  in  this  manner,  we  see  it  an- 
nounced, that  300,000  Dollars  are  actually 
gone  ofF  to  be  stamped.  The  words  are 
these  :-^"  On  Monday,  300,000  Dollars 
"  were  sent  from  the  Bank  to  Mr.  Bol- 
"  ton's,  at  Soho,  to  be  stamped,  and  the 
"  same  quantity  are  to  be  forwarded  in  a 
"  few  days.  They  are  expected  to  be  in 
*'  circulation  in  the  course  of  three  ivceks.'* 

Three  weeks  !    So,  here  is  nearly  a 

month  gained  i  and,  in  all  probability, 
they  will  not  be  in  circulation  so  soon  a» 
that.  In  circulation,  did  I  say  ?  I  meaa 
issued;  for  craJa/e  they  will  not.  And, 
unless  they  are  sent  to  country  tftwns  bv 
the  Bank  iiself,  not  a  Dollar  of  them  will 
ever  leave  London,  except  for  the  purpose- 
of  going  to  hoards  in  the  country,  or  of 

sailing   down   the  Thames  Do  Gov* 

Manning  and  his  compeers  imagine,  that 
the  people  who  are  now  hoarding,  will 
cease  to  hoard  upon  the  strength  of  thes» 
paragraphs.?  Have  these  great  men  found, 
that  the  notification,  given  by  Governor 
Manning,  has  produced  any  such  effect  ? 

In   matters   of  this   sort,  there   is  a 

species  of  sagacity,  in  the  mass  of  ths 
people,  which  is  quite  incredible  to  tho3» 
who  do  not  reflect  upon  the  power  of 
habit  and  of  interest.  But,  this  almost  in- 
stinctive sagacity  aside,  who  is  so  littl» 
informed,  now-a-days,  as  not  to  perceive, 
that  the  issue  of  this  sum  of  Dollars  can- 
not, upon  any  rational  principles,  put  a 
stop  to  the  practice  of  hoarding  ?— — It 
2  K 
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wiU  be  fcv6  or  three  months  before  these 
Pollars  are  out,  and  by  that  time,  there 
will  not,  I  should  imagine,  be  any  thing, 
in  the  semblance  of  money,  left  in  circu- 

l-aiion. What,  then,  wil'l  these  600,000 

Dollars  do  ?  I  suppose,  for  argutnent's 
sake,  that  there  are  so  many  to  come  out ; 
though  the  reader  will  please  to  obsers'e, 
that  /  do  not  believe  the  fact,  and  that, 
if  he  believes  it,  the  fault  is  none  of 
mine.  For  argument's  sake,  however, 
Admitting  that  there  are  600,000  Dollars 
comingforthjWehave  next  to  consider  what 
proportion  in  amount  they  will  bear  to  the 
paper  in  circulation ;  because,  without 
taking  this  view  of  the  matter,  it  will  be 
impossible  for  us  to  form  any  thing  like  a 
correct  notion  as  to  the  effect  which  the 
issuing  of  the  Dollars  is  likely  to  produce. 

By  a  reference  to  my  Letter  XXI,  on 

the  subject  of  Paper  agaikst  Gotn,  in  the 
last  volume  of  the  Register,  at  page  1221, 
the  amount  of  the  Bank  Notes  is  stated 
from  the  information  furnished  by  the  Bul- 
lion Committee.  The  exact  amount  of  the 
Country  Notes  could  not  be  ascertained  ; 
but,  as  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  the 
above  page,  the  amount  of  the  Bank 
Notes,  a  year  ago,  could  not  be  less  than 
56,000,000  of  pounds,  not  including  ten 
or  twelve  millions  of  Exchequer  Bills,  and 
rarious  other  paper,  which  performs,  in 
many  cases,  the  office  of  a  circulating  me- 
dium. Since  that  time  the  quantity  of 
paper  must  have  greatly  increased ;  be- 
cstuse  we  have  seen  all  the  gold  disappear, 
and,  in  short,  because  we  have  seen  the 
Dollar  raised  in  nominal  value  against  the 
paper.— — But,  to  obviate  all  pretence  for 
disputation  upon  this  point,  let  us  suppose, 
that  the  quantity  of  paper  has  not  increased 
since  that  time.  Mind,  I  do  not  regard  it 
as  a  matter  of  doubt.  I  wish  this  to  be 
clearly  understood.      I  merely  admit  the 

supposition  for  argument's  sake. Well, 

then,  there  are  56,000,000  of  pounds  in 
circulation  in  paper  promises;  and,  of 
course,  the  proportion  which  the  600,000 
Dollars  Avill  beair  to  this  is  as  1  to  339  and 
d  fraction  ;  that  is  to  say,  there  will  be, 
when  these  Dollars  all  come  oat,  which  I 
think  they  never  will;  but,  if  they  do, 
there  will  then  be  in  circulation,  1  pound 
in  silver  for  every  339  pounds  m  paper  pro- 
mises .'  Aye,  you  may  stare.  Governor; 
but,  if  there  be  any  truth  in  arithmetic, 
there  will  be  in  circulation  ti39  pounds  in 
paper  promises  for  every  1  pound  in  your 

five   and    sixpenny   Dollars.- Believe, 

fheiT,who  vvill ;  believe,  whoevev  is  ideot 


enough,  that  the  issuing  of  this  (|iiahtity  of 
Dollars  will  put  either  a  stop  or  a  check  to 

hoarding. But,  I  must  not  quit  this  part 

of  the  subject,  even  for  the  present,  with- 
out shewing  a  little  more  fully  the  gross- 
ness  of  the  folly  of  supposing,  that  such  a 
sum  of  Silver  Tokens'or  Dollars  can  have 

the  effect  ex'pected  from  it. The  reader 

will  bear  in  mind,  that,  in  all  these  opera- 
tions of  currency,  it  is  not  the  positive  but 
the  relative  amuunt  of  the  metal  or  the 
paper,  that  is  to  be  kept  in  view  as  the 
governing  principle.  If  all  the  gold  and 
silver  in  circulation,  in  any  country,  did 
not  amount  to  a  hundred  pounds,  th'dt  would 
not  be  an  argument  against  the  paper  of 
such  country,  provided  the  paper  did  not 
exceed  four  or  fve  pounds.  Keep  this 
constantly  in  view,  for  the  whole  question 

turns  upon  it. Any  measure  that  adds 

to  the  quantity  of  real  money  without  add- 
ing to  the  quantity  of  the  paper-money 
will,  of  course,  raise  the  value  of  the  piaper 
money;  and,  one  of  the  consequences  of 
that  will  be  an  indisposition  to  hoard  the 
real  money.— — But,  what  is  the  nature 
and  tendency,  of  this  operation  of  the 
Bank.?  Why,  they  are  about  to  issue 
165,000  pounds  worth  of  Dollars.     Where 

did  they^e^  them? Pray,  reader,  mark 

this  inquiry. How  did  they  come   by 

them  ?  They  were  hardly  given  to  them 
as  a  present.?  What  should  any  one  gee  in 
their  faces  to   make   them  a  present  of 

600,000 Dollars? They  bought  them  to 

be  sure.      Did   they  so  ?    Then  they  gave 

something  for  them,  I  suppose  ? Now, 

Governor  Manning,  attend  to  me.  What 
did  you  give  for  these  600,000  Dollars  ? 

Answer    me     that. "  Why,     Bank 

"  notes,     to     be     sure." You    did, 

did  you  ?  So,  then,  the  way  you  go  to 
work  to  diminish  the  quantity  of  your 
paper,  is,  to  increase  it  by  the  purchase  of 
real  money  to  be  issued  out  afterwards. 
This  is  a  curious  way  of  lessening  the 
quantity  of  your  paper. — But,  this  is  not 
all.  The  effect  of  your  operation  does 
not  stop  here.  There  are  other  paper- 
money  makers  besides  you. — You  were 
compelled  to  give  more  for  your  real 
money  than  its  nominal  amount  in  cir- 
culation, and,  therefore,  you  were,  of 
course,  compelled  to  raise  the  nominal 
value  of  that  already  in  circulation.  What 
is  the  effect  of  this  ?  An  immediate  rise 
in  all  prices:  an  immediate  demand  for 
more  currency  than  was  in  circulation  be- 
fore ;  and,  of  course,  an  immediate  addi- 
tion to  the  quantity  of  every  species  of 
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paper  mopey  in  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom ;  which  is  infallibly  acccunpanied 
wilb  an  immediate  further  depreciation  of 
the  paper  money  in  general,  a  still  witler 
disparity  between  the  value  of  that  and 
the  value  of  real  money ;  and,  as  sure 
as  man  is  true  to  his  own  interests,^  as  sure 
as  self-preservation  is  the  strongest  motive 
of  action,  so  sure  your  operation  does,  in 
a  short  time,  give  new  life  to  the  practice 

of  hoarding. If  the    reader  pays  due 

attention  to  what  has  been  here  said,  and 
if  ho  joins  nie  in  opinion,  he  will  also 
join  me  in  a  laugh  at  the  remedies  of  the 
Scotch  Reviewers^  whose  profundity  has 
carried  them  so  far  round  the  circle,  that 
they  at  last  almost  touch  the  shallowness 
of  their  countryman.  Sir  John    Sinclair. 

-I  have  now  to  notice,  what  I  ought  to 

have  noticed  in  a  former  Number,  certain 
facts  connected  with  this  subject,  which 
facts  it  will  hereafter  be  of  great  conse- 
quence to  have  before  us,  and,  which,  even 
now,  it  is  useful  to  have  before  us.— — ^^In 
the  early  part  of  this  month,  there  was  a 
rumour  afloat  about  great  forgeries  upon 
■the  Bank  of  JEngUnd,  whereupon,  the 
^ank  caused  to  be  published  the  follow- 
ing advertisement. — "  Bank  of  England, 
V  April  4,  1811.     The  Governors  and  Di- 

.  ^  rectors  of  the  Bank  of  England  having 
"  been  informed  that  Lists  of  supposed 
"  Forged  Notes  have  been  industriously 
,"  circulated,  which  may  create  alarm  and 
^',  incoiive.nience  to  the  Pui)lic,  they  think 
^' it  right  to  give   this   public  notice   that 

•  .*'  such  List*  iiave  not  been  circulated  by 
j"/ their  authority. — The  Govenprs  and 
i' Directors  also  observe  paragraphs  in  the 
.f  public  papers,  stating  that  plates  used 
"  by  the  liank  for  printing  Es^nk-Noles 
",  have  been  stolen  and  made  use  of  in 
^*  the  fabrication  of  forged  Bank  Notes, 
^  the  Governors  and  Directors  think  it 
!'.  right  thus  pqblicly  to  state  that  such  pa- 

\j5'  ragraphs  in  the  public  papers  are  totally 
^'unfounded.  Robert  Best, Sec." — 'This 
seems  of  little  consequence,  at  tirst  sight ; 
but,  it  is  of  great  consequence,  if  we 
consider  how  strongly  indicative  it  is 
of  a  consciousness  on  the  part  of  these 
people,  that  the  public  had  their  eye  upon 
them.  "  How  is  it  with  me,  when  every 
"  noise  appals  me  !"  exclaims  Macbeth. 
.The  bare  rustling  of  the  leaves,  under 
_^Qmc  circumstances,  produce  more  trepi- 
dation, than,  under  others,  is  produced  by 

a  pistol  at  the  breast. These  rumours, 

these  hearsays :  Oh !  how  they  would 
have  been  despised,  twenty  years  ago,  by 


the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  whom  common  people  never 
named  but  with  a  sort  of  religious  awe. 
Sad  slaves  they  were,  certainly,  for.their 
pains,  and  bitter  fruit,  has  their  slavish 
notions,  in  this  respect,  entailed  upon  thcij 
children  3  but,  such' was  the  fact.  V\''hat, 
then,  must  be  the  state  of  the  Bank  ;  hoiy 
must  it  feci,  when  it  thinks  it  necessary, 
to  contradict,  in  this  official  and  solenui 
manner,  a  mere  rumour  of  the  day;  when 
this  Governor  and  Company  think  it 
necessarylo  enter  the  lists  with  the  grindecs 
of  paragraphs,  who  are  paid  (as  appear* 
from  a  late  trial)  at  about  three  halfpence 

a  line  ? Another  fact  worth  notice  is 

the  measures  resorted  to  hy  the  hankers, 
that  is  to  say,  the  individual  Banking 
Houses,  in  London,  on  , account  of  the 
scarcity  oi  change,  namely,  gold  and  silver 
under  one  pound.  The  inconvenience  they 
experienced  was  notified  to  the  public  in 
a  paragraph  in  the  following  words,  on 
the  6th  of  April.— — "  We  understand  a 
"  meeting  of  Bankers  is  to  be  called  in 
"  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  silver,  by 
"  which  they  are  very  oppressively  and  al- 
"  most  exclusively  alFecttd.  Tlie.re  is  np 
"  house  of  moderate  business,  wl.ich  does 
"  not  at  present  suffer  an  average  loss  of 
"  400/.  per  annum  in  paying  the  fractional 
"parts  of  their  customer's  draft;  to  do 
"  v^hich,  they  are  compelled  to_paj/  a  pre- 
"  mium  of  from  2  to  'S  per  cent,  for  silver. 
"  It  is  matter  of  surprise  that  some  niea- 
"  sure  has  not  already  bten  adopted,  as  it 
"  is  evident,  that  in  proportion  ,as  ihp 
"  community  find  it  difficult  to  pay  the 
"  fractions  of  small  bills,  will  the  number 
"  of  small  drafts  be  increased;  and  if  the 
"  Bankers  continue  to  pay  such  drafts, 
"  the  hoarders  of  silver  'will  bs  encouraged  in 
"  their  present  practices,  being  assured  of  a 
"■  market,  whatever  be  the  premium  they 
"  choose  to  exact.  It  is  reco7nmended  to 
"  all  pei'sons  drawing  drafts,  to  draw, for 
"  even  sums,  leaving  the  odd  shillings  upop 
"  account,  or  taking  the  balance  from 
"  their  tradesmen ;  by  which  means  the 
"  Bankers  will  be  eased  of  part  of  th,e 
"  burden,  which  to  them  becomes  a  seri- 
''  ous  loss,  while  to  others  it  is  trifling.'^' 
— —This  paragraph,  which  was  a  circidav, 
which  appeared  in  all  the  London  daily 
papers,  and  which,  I  dare  say,  cost  200 
pounds  for  the  insertion,  is  full  of  curious 
matter ;  but,  one  fact  that  it  states  is 
worthy  of  particular  notice  ;  namely,  thai 
the  Bankers  "  ^ay  for  nlver  coin,  a  pr^- 
"  mium  of  from  2  to  3.  per  Centura,"  whib 
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jioor  De  Yonge,  since  I  was  sent  to  jail, 
was  prosecuted  and  found  guilty  of  the 
CRIME  of  selling  coin;  a  crime  of  which 
all  the  Bankers  in  London  are  here  openly 
declared  to  be  guilty  !  It  is  perfectly 
notorious,  that  this  traffic  in  coin  lor  paper, 
and  paper  for  coin  has  been  going  on  for 
a  long  while.  The  silver  has  been  sold  at 
the  Turnpike  gates,  at  the  Playhouses,  at 
Wild  Beast  S/iows,  and  at  many  other 
places,  an  inquiry  as  to  which  ought  to 
take  place.  But,  as  to  the  places  here 
mentioned,  the  sale  of  the  silver  coin  at 
them  is  notorious  ;  and,  yet,  none  of  the 
parties  (either  buyers  or  sellers)  have, 
that  I  have  heard  of,  ever  been  either  con- 
victed or  prosecuted.  We  are,  however, 
to  hear  more  of  this,  it  appears,  Lord 
Folkestone  having  said  that  he  will  bring 

the  niatter  forward. Now,  is  there  not 

«nough  disclosed  in  this  paragraph  to 
forbid  the  hope,  in  anjf  sane  mind,  that 
the  forth-coming  G0O,U()0  Dollars  will 
put  a  stop  to  the  hoarding  ?  Why,  if  a 
man  can  get  2  or  3  per  cent,  for  silver, 
and  if  he  can  get  this  as  often  as  he  can 
lay  hold  of  the  silver,  who  will  be  beast 
enough  to  pass  it  at  par  ?  The  girl,  that  I 
have  heard  of,  who  used  to  scratch  the 
bedstead,  and  think  it  was  her  side,  would 
not  be  fool  enough  to  pass  that  at  par  for 
which  she  could  get  2  or  3  per  centum 

premium  at  the  corner  of  every  street. 

The  paragraph  of  the  Bankers  (for  it  is 
very  evident  that  it  came  from  them) 
mubt,  like  all  the  other  attempts  of  the 
sort,  inevitably  augment  the  evi!  it  was 
intended  to  diminish  ;  for,  those  who  did 
not  before  know  that  silver  was  worth  2  or 
3  per  cent,  beyond  its  nominal  value, 
"would  know  it  now,  and  would,  accord- 
ingly,  rake  together  all  they  could. 

The  consequence  of  this  and  the  other 
attempts  to  put  a  stop  to  hoarding 
has  been  an  increase  of  the  scari:ity 
of  silver  coin.  The  business  in  shops  and 
houses  of  public  resort  is  become  very 
troublesome  owing  to  this  sciucity. 
One  of  the  effects  produced  ha-'  been 
the  use  of  copper  halfpence,  vvhicii  had 
sunk  almost  out  of  use  before  this  scai  city 
of  silver  drew  them  forth.  One  of  the 
conditions  now  of  changing  a  pound  i:oie 
generally  is,  that  the  party  receivilij.''  the 
change  shall  take  5s.  or  105.  in  these  lialf- 
pence,  five  sixths  of  which,  perhaps,  are 
counterfeits,  and,  those  not  half  the  (iue 
weight,  composed  of  base  metal,  brars  tor 
the  most  part,  or  block  tin,  or  something 
that  is  very  Uttie  veorth.    Here  again  is 


an  augmentation  of  the  mass  of  the  cir- 
culating medium,  and,  of  course,  another 

cause   of   further   depreciation. Some 

Shop-Keepers  and  retail  <!ealers,  in  London, 
notify,  by  a  placard  at  their  window,  that 
they  will  take  the  dollar  in  payment  at 
5s.  9d.  while  others  go  so  high  as  (is.  So 
that  it  must  be  downright  brute  folly  to 
suppose,  that  the  appearance  of  600,000 
Dollars,  though  they  should  be  confined 
to  London,  would  change  the  face  of 
things,  or  induce  any  human  being  to 
forego  the  great  and  obvious  advantages 
of  hoarding. In  the  country  the  dis- 
tress, from  the  want  of  change,  is  still 
greater  than  in  London  ;  and  it  is  with 
extreme  difficulty,  that  people  can  travel 
from  one  place  to  another.  In  some 
places,  at  fairs  and  markets,  tuo  prices 
have  been  made,  a  money  price  and  z paper 
price.  It  is  impossible  that  this  state  of 
thiijgs  should  long  continue.  There  must 
either  two  prices  take  place  very  shortly 
in  all  the  affairs  of  men,  in  all  parts  of 
the  country,  or  there  must  be  small  notes,  I 
mean  notes  under  twenty  shillings.  This 
would  enable  the  system  to  stagger  along 
a  little  longer  ;  but,  it  could  not,  I  think, 
be  long.  Small  notes  some  people  cry  out 
against  as  a  horrible  device?  Why,  I  knov<r 
not  ;  for,  a  5*.  note  is  not,  that  I  can  per* 
ceive,  any  more  horrible  than  a  205.  note. 
It  is  made  of  the  same  sort  of  stuff;  it 
issues  from  the  self-same  source,  and  pro- 
ceeds from  the  same   system. ^I   have 

some  other  remarks  to  submit  to  my  reader 
upon  the  probable  consequerices  of  all 
these  things;  but,  I  cannot  refrain  from  in- 
troducing in  this  place  a  passage  from  th? 
late  Eap.l  of  Liverpool's  Letter  to  the 
King,  written  in  1805. There  is  no- 
thing here  said  against  the  paper-money, 
wliich  I  had  not  said  three  years  before 
this  Lord  published  his  book ;  but,  I 
like  to  shew  the  Anti-Jacobins  what  he 
said,  and  that,  too,  to  the  King.--  ••  • 
"  In  the  course  of  the  last  year,  Spanish 
"  Dollars  to  a  considerable  amount  were 
"  sent  into  circulation,  with  new  impres- 
"  sions  struck  upon  the  face  and  reverse  of 
"  them.  They  were  issued,  with  the  con- 
"  sent  of  Government,  by  the  Bank  of 
"  England,  who  engaged  to  receive  them 
"  back  at  the  rate  or  value  at  which  they 
"  were  sent  into  circulation.  This  mea- 
"  sure  was  adopted  in  conformity  to  what 
"  had  been  practised  with  respect  to  Cop- 
"  per  Tokens,  in  the  beginning  of  the  17ih 
"  century.  I  have  already  observed,  that 
"  Queen  Elizabeth  would  not  suffer  any  ' 
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"  currency  of  tKis  description  to  be  issued; 
"  and  James  I.  when  he  did  issue  them, 
"  would  not  suft'er  them  to  be  called 
"  Coins,  but  Tokens  :  many  of  these  Cop- 
«'  per  Tokens  were  sent  into  circulation  in 
"■'  a  subsequent  period  by  individuals,  par- 
"  ticularly  during  the  confusions  that  pre- 
*'  vailed  in  the  course  of  the  civil  wars. 
*'  The  Dollars  issued  in  the  course  of  last 
*«  year  are  certainly  not  Coins,  though 
"  thty  liave  the  imprersion  of  your  Ma  - 
"jesty;  for  they  are  not  current  under 
*'  your  royal  authority,  and  no  one  is 
"  obliged  to  take  them  as  legal  tender  in 
"  payment  of  any  debt.    1  ht^y  are  merely 

"  Silver  Tokens. The  justification   of 

"  this  measure  rests  singly  on  the  absolute 
«'  necessity  there  was  for  these  Silver  ib- 
"  kens,  to  pay  the  seamen  of  the  royal 
"  navy,  and  the  artificers  in  the  great  docks 
*'  of  the  kingdom,  from  the  want  of  (Joins 
"  of  the  lower  denominations,  which  are 
**  necessary  for  that  purpose  :  the  blame, 
"  therefore,  if  any  such  is  to  be  imputed, 
■*'  falls  not  on  those  who  permitted  these 
"  Dollars  to  be  issued,  but  on  those  who 
"  neglected  to  supply  your  Majesty's  sub- 
"  jects  with  a  sufiicient  quantity  of  legal 
•'  Silver  Coins  to  be  employed  in  those 
*'■  payments,  for  which  these  Dollars  now 
"  pass.  But  not  only  your  Majesty's 
"  sailors  and  your  own  artificers  are  in 
•'  want  of  legal  Silver  Coins',  the  labourers 
"  in  every  part  of  the  country,  and  the 
'•  manufacturers  in  the  great  and  populous 
"  towns  of  this  kingdom,  and  all  your  good 
'<  people  in  every  part  of  it,  particularly 
"  the  inferior  classes,  sulVer  equally  from 
*f  the  want  of  thera.  On  this  occasion 
"  allow  me  to  submit  to  your  Majesty  a 
"  moral  consideration,  which  will,  I  am 
*'  persuaded,  make  a  strong  impression  on 
"you:  the  lower  ranks  are  occasional!  v 
"  led  into  excesses  from  the  want  of  a  suf- 
'*  ficient  quantity  of  Coins  of  the  smaller 
"  denominations  ;  for  when  they  receive 
"  their  weekly  wages,  they  are  frequently 
"  compelled  by  their  employers  to  attend 
"  for  payment  at  ale-houses  and  places 
"  of  that  description,  where  Coins,  or  a  low 
"  sort  of  paper  currency  someiimes  called 
"  Silver  Notes,  are  provided  for  that  puv- 
"  pose  ;  and  the  poor  are  thereby  too  fre- 
"  quently  tempted  to  spend,  in  the  pur- 
"  chase  of  liquors,  a  pnrt  of  what  they 
*'  have  gained  by  their  industry,  which 
"  ought  to  have  been  reserved  for  the 
"  sober  maintenance  of  themselves  and  fa- 
''^Tnilies."^*-— Now, -this  is  all  very  true; 
Jbut,  -yvho  bad  contyibuied  morj?  towards 


this  system  than  this  old  man  himself  ?  He 
had  always  supported  Pitt,  He  was  al' 
ways  in  some  office  under  him,  and,  indeed, 
under  every  other  minister  during  the  last 
fifty  years  of  his  life.  This,  to  be  sure, 
was  no  reason  why  he  should  not  endea- 
vour to  do  a  little  good,  to  utter  a  little 
useful  truth,  before  he  went  under  ground, 
before  he  finally  bid  adieu  to  the  people* 
out  of  whose  taxes  he  had  received  so 
much;  but,  he  should,  1  think,  have  lakan 
this  occasion  (the  last  that  was  to  oiler  !) 
of  tloing,  or  attempting  to  do,  or,  at  least, 
expressing  a  wish  to  do  something  like 
justice  to  those,  by  whom  diis  poisonous 
system  had   been  opposed,  and  who  had 

long  been  objects  of  persecution. If,  ia 

the  year  180j,  the  want  of  silver  coin  was 
severely  felt  by  labourers  and  journeymen, 
what  must  they  feel  from  that  cause  now  ? 
There  is  hardly  a  master  tradesman  in 
England,  who  can  pay  his  men  separately 
on  a  Saturday  night.  How  should  it  be, 
indeed,  when  the  Bankers,  it  is  openly  de- 
clarr-d,  give  2  or  3  per  centum  for  silver, 
and  when  guineas  are  said  to  sell  for  20  or 
275.  The  Is.  gold  piece  passes  pretty 
current,  I  believe,  at  8*.  or  perhaps 
more.  While  this  is  the  case  how  is  it 
possible  for  people  to  have  silver  wherein 

to  pay  workmen's  wages  ? For  want 

of  silver  and  gold  for  this  purpose,  they 
must  take  paper.  They  must  put  their 
men  in  classes  and  pay  them  three  or 
four  in  one  payment;  or,  they  must  give 
them  paper  in  advance,  or  the  men  must 
give  the  masters  credit,  and  thus  running 
accounts  and  all  the   endless  trouble  and 

vexation  of  them  to  such  persons. But, 

whence  is  to  come  the  paper  for  these  small 
payments.  When  1  say  small  payments, 
I  mean  small  separately  considered,  and 
not  in  their  a'^gregate  amount;  for,  thus 
viewed,  they  are  very  large  indeed,  as  will 
be  at  once  perceived,  when  it  is  consi- 
dered, that  the  vjages  upon  a  farm  are  ge- 
nerally nearly  equal  to  the  rent,  and  when 
we  reflect,  that,  of  every  article  of  dress 
and  of  tvirniture,  nine  tenths  of  the  amount 

is   in  ivorkmanship. Whence,  thai,  is  to 

come  the  thing  to  supply  the  place  of  gold 
and  silver  for  the  payment  of  wages.?  And, 
what  effect  must  this  new  issue  have  upon 
the  paper  system  ?  Is  it  not  as  clear  as  the 
sun,  that  there  must  be  more  paper  issued 
to  supply  the  place  of  the  hoarded  coin, 
and  to  carry  on  these  operations  between 
master  and  man,  to  say  nothing  about  army 
or  navy?  The  coin  being  hoarded,  is  it  not 
clear  that  more  yaper  must  come  to  supply 
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the  place  ftf  that  doih;  and  what,  then,  will 
be  gahied  by  a  new  issue  of  600,000  Dol- 
lars, if  the  very  operation  includes  a  further 
depreiiiatiftn  of  the  paper,  first  by  an  issue 
of  paper  in  the  purchase  of  these  Dollars, 
and  next  by  the  depreciation  occasioned 
by  another  issue  of  paper  to  supply  the 
place  of  the  coin  hoarded  on  account  of 
that  rise  in  the  price  of  the  Dollar,  with- 
out which  a  new  issue  of  Dollars  could 

not    have  been  thought   of? But,    in 

qrder  to  get  a  clear  understanding  upon 
this  part  of  the  subject,  we  must  have 
something  better  than  mere  conjecture  as 
to  the  amount  of  money  used  in  the. 
wefMj/  piiyinents  for  labour  ;  because,  when 
We  know  pretty  exactly  what  that  amount 
is,  we  shall  be  able  to  form  something  like 
a  well  grounded  and  satisfactory  opinion, 
FiKST,  as  la  the  quantity  of  paper  which  has 
been  added  to  the  mass  hy  the  absence  of  coin  ; 
and,  Second,  as  to  the  effect  which  the  issuing 
ef  600,000  DoUfiTs  will  Iluik  in  bringing  coin 

hack   into    circulation. There   were,  in 

England  Wales  and  Scotland,  when  an 
Account  of'  the  Population  was  taken  ten 
yearsago,  numbers  as  fuilows: 

England  and  Wales. 
Persons  chielly  employed   in 

Agriculture    1,713,289 

Per<;ons   employed   in    Trade, 
Manufactures,  and    ilandi- 

crait  1,S43,353 

Scotland. 

First  Clai:s  a-^,  above .'^65,516 

Second  Class  as  above 293,373 


4,215,.531 


This  includes  masters  as  well  as  men,  and 
the  families  of  both;  and  also  yearly  ^es- 
vants  as  well  as  weekly  labourers.  But, 
it  is  to  be  observed,  that  f,he  wives  and 
children  tvork,  in  nYan}^  instances  ;  and 
that  ojie  half,  perhaps,  of  the  workmen  in 
thQ  second  class  are  unmarried. -^ Al- 
lowing, therefore,  one  master  and  master's 
family  in  every  five  of  the  fir^t  class,  and 
one  in  every  ten  of  the  second  class ;  allow 
one  third  |)art  of  the  farming  labourers  to 
t)e  yearly  servants;  allow  one  half  of  the 
remainder  of  the  whole  to  be  married 
rien,  having  3  children  each  ;  but, allow- 
ing also  that  the  wife  and  children  earn 
ii'a'lf  as  much  weekly  as  the  man,  and  to 
"be'taken  as  such  ;  according  to  this  esti- 
mate the  reader  will  find,  that,  in  this 
island,  there  are  to  pay  weekly. 


f 


\  r 


ektsses  2,654, 159. 


Now,  as  to  the  amount  of  th€ir  wages,' 
taking  one  with  the  other,  the  rate  cannot 
be  lower  than  15  shillings  a  week  for  each 
man ;  which  would  make. 

Weekly    wages, ^.1,990,618 

Part  of  this  Sum  might,  and,dpubness.,was, 
paid  in  paper ;  but,  the  far  greater  part 
must,  I  should  think,  have  been  paid  in 
coin,  before  coin  vanished  from  circulation. 
If  we  dediact  a  quarter  part  of  the  sura, 
upon  the  supposition  that  so  much  of  it 
used  to  be  paid  in  paper,  we  shall  then 
find,  after  having  reduced  it  to  the  lowest 
possible  calculation,  that  there  was. 

Weekly  wages  until  now 

paid  in  coin c£.l,492,964 

This,  then,  was  about  the  amount  of  the  coin 

paid  every  Saturday  night  to  workmen,  con- 
sequently there  must  have  been  this  much 
in  circulation  in  small  gold  coins  and  in 
silver,  with  a  few  copper-pieces.  Well, 
the  Far  greater  part  of  this  is  in  circulation 
no  longer.  The  fanoas  plan,  proceeding 
froni  the  joint  deliberations  of  the  Privy 
Council  and  the  Bank,  sent  it  all,  or  nearly 
ail>  out  of  circulation.  The  wMges  m^st, 
of  course,    be  paid  now  in  paperr     How 

I  the  thing  is  managed  it  miatters  not  to  the 
argument.  Paid  in  paper  the  wages  must 
now  be  some  how  or  other  ;  and  of  course, 
there  is  now  so  much  more  paper  afloat 
than  there  was  before  ;  which  paper  the 
new  Dollars  will  have  to  face  when  they 
come  out,  if  ever  they  dare  shew  their 
heads,  or,  rather,  if  this  paper  ever  dares 

meet   them  at  the   price   of  5s.  6d. 

What  are  600,000  Dollars,  then  ?  What 
figure  will  they  cut  ?  What  head  will  they 
make  ?  Their  amount,  as  I  showed  before, 
is  I<55,C'00  pounds,  a  little  more  than  A 
TENTH  part  of  enough  to  pay  the  weekly 
ivagcs !  Ihis  is  the  view  to  lake  of  it.  The 
coin  that  used  to  pay  the  weekly  wage's 
was,  as  we  have  seen,  about  c£lj492,964  ; 
and,  that  being  now  hoarded,  the  Bank 
are  (as  is  said)  about  to  send  out  ^.  165,000 
to  supply^ts  place !  And  this  is  their  scheme  ; 
this  u  their  remedy  ;  this  is  their  grand 
specific  to  prevent  people  from  hoarding  ! 
Why,  the  i".  165,000  would  be  hoarded  iii 
three  days.  Not  a  Dollar,  except  at  an 
enhanced  price,  would  be  seen  in  circula- 
tion at  the  end  of  three  days.  One  of  the 
poems  of  the  pensioned  poet,  Fitzgeraldj 
would  do  as  much  good  as  suth  an  issue 

of  Dollars  as  this. But,  what  have   1 

done  ?  What  have  I  estimated  here  ?    Not 

\  much  more  thanhalf.  The  hundredsofthou*- 
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sands  of  persons,  not  included  in  either  of 
\he  above  classes,  yet  paid  weekly,  such  as 
Porters,  Waiters,  Drawers,  Car-men,  Coach- 
■jnen.  Stable-men  :  in  short,  to  give  any 
thing  like  a  correct  general  description  of 
them  is  impossible.  All  of  th«se  get  paid  in 
small  gold  or  silver.  Then  the  sums  necessa- 
rily current  in  shops  and  passing  from  hand 
to  hand  amongst  others  besides  workmen. 
Then  the ftfv/iji' and  ?za»j/, and  all  theirnumer- 
ous  retainers.  What  sums  in  coin  must  all 
these  have  received  weekly  !  That  coin  is 
now  hoarded  ;  its  place  is,  because  it  must 
be, supplied  bj/paper;  the  amountcannot  be 
less  than  two  or  three  millions  of  pounds  ; 
and,  does  Governor  Manning  think,  that 
he  will  put  this  paper  out  of  circulation 
sigain  by  a  hundred  and  sixij/  Jive  thousand 
pounds  in  Dollars  ?  Why,  his  Dollars  would 
scarcely  suffice  for  paying  the  weekly  al- 
lowance to  the  PAUPERSof  this  prosper- 
ous country.  In  1803,  the  annual  sum 
expended  upon  the  Paupers  in  England 
and  Wales  (exclusive  of  Scotland)  was 
o,3iS,'205  ;  and,  if  we  suppose,  as  we 
must,  that  the  Paupers  have  increased  as 
fast  in  the  last  8  years  as  they  did  in  the 
8  years  before  1803,  the  sum  annually 
expended  on  them  now  amounts  t^ 
=£.6,943,433.  Less  than  a  fourth  part  of  the 
Paupers  are  kept  in  Workhouses.  But, 
suppose  a  fourth  part  of.  the  maney  to  be 
laid  out  upon  those  in  the  Houses  ;  there 
will  then  remain  £.b,2i)l ,bl5  to  be  paid 
to  the  OUTS  ("I  bar  fallacious  inuen- 
-do") ;  to  be  paid,  I  say,  to  ihe  out  paupers, 
who  get  their  pay  weekly  from  the  over- 
seer. Now,  if  you  divide  this  sum  into 
fifty  two,  or  weekly,  allotments,  you  will 
find,  I  believe,  that  there  will  require,  as 

The  weekly  payment  to  the 
o«^((/2V(g  Paupers  of  England       £, 
and  Wales 100,145 

This  is  exclusive  of  Scotland,  observe;  so 
that,  when  Governor  Manning's  600,000 
prgmised  Dollars,  or  165,000  pounds,  have 
had  taken  from  tiiem  the  ^um  necessary 
for  the  vveekly  pay  of  the  out  paupers  in 
England  and  Wales,  there  will  be  05,000 
pounds  worth  of  these  Dollars  left !  Is  it 
not  shocking,  then  ;  ought  it  not  to  make 
one  ashamed  of  one's  country,  to  see  it 
stated  in  the  public  prints,  th^t  these 
,i000,000  Dollars  are  calculated  to  remove 
'--.the  present  distresses  ?  The  whole  600,000 
ore  not  sufficient  to  furnish  the  overseers 
with  the  means  of  paying  all  the  poor,  if 

we  include  Scotland. Is  it  not,  then; 

Jiipnstcous  to  suppose,  that  the  issuing  of 


this  mere  drop  in  the  bucket  will  put  a 
stop  to  hoarding,  or  lower  the  price  of  the 

Dollar? Let  us  now  (tor  it  has  a  very 

close  connection  with  the  subject -before 
us)  cast  our  eyes  towards  our  ancient  ally, 
Austria.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind,  ttrat 
a  part  of  our  National  Debt,  the  dividends 
on  which  are  paid  in  papur-money  by  our 
Bank;  that  a  part  of  this  Debt ;  a  part  of 
our  Funds;  a  part  of  our  Stock  ;  a  part  of 
what  is  called  the  Funded  Properitj,  was 
borrowed  of  the  people  for,  and  in  the 
name  of,  the  Emperor  of  Germany;  and,  it 
is  even  now  called  the  Imperial  Loan.  It 
stands  in  the  Public  Accounts  thus: 

For  the  Emperor  of  £.        s.  d, 

Germany 7,502,633  6  8 

How  exact  they  are !  Punctual  to  a  penny  ! 
Good  God,  what  a  people  we  are  ! — — ■ 
Upon  this  sum  the  annual  interest  or  cx- 
pence,  is  cf. 496,277  75.  1  \d.  They  might 
have  put  t'other  penny!   What  a  people. 

Good    God  ! Here    is    nearly   half  a 

million  of  money,^  you  see;  nearly  a 
twelfth  part  of  enoughs  to  feed  all  our 
Paupers;  and  this  sum  we  have  Iiad  to  pay 
for  many  years,  and  are  paying  it  yet,  for 
the  Emperor  of  Germany,  whose  daughter 
has  now  become  the  spouse  of  Napoleon. 
But,  at  any  rate,  this  Emperor  being 


so  much  in  our  debt,  it  is  worth  while  for 
us  to  pay  a  little  attention  to  what  is  said 
about  his  finances.  Here  it  is,  as  I  find  it 
in  the  Times  news-pa}>er  of  the  other  day; 
and  I  beseech  the  English  reader  to  pay 
attention  to  every  word,  of  it;  for,  he  may 
be  assured,  that  it  is,  of  all  things  coh- 
nected  with  politics,  the  most  interestins^ 
that  he  can  have  submitted  to  him. — ^- 
•*  The  Emperor  of  Austria  has  issued  a 
"  long  edict,  for  thepurpose'oj  regulating 
*f  the  current  value  of  the  Vienna  bank- 
"  paper,  which  is  well  known  to  have 
"  suffered  a  great  depreciation.  This  edict, 
"  which  is  dated  the  20th  of  February, 
"1811,  sets  out  with  enumerating  the 
"  measures  which  were  taken  for  support- 
"  ing  the  finances  of  Austria  in  September 
"  last,  by  imposing  a  tax  of  10  per  cent. 
"  on  moveable  and  on  real  property.  Not- 
"  withstairdlng  this,  however,  the  value 
"  of  the  paper-money  ccntirued  to  fall, 
"  and  sunk  so  low  as  1,200  in  exchange 
"  for  specie.  It  then  goes  on  to  mention 
"  the  inconveniencies  which  arose  to  in- 
"  dustry  and  property  from  this  state  of 
"  things,  proceeding  from  the  '■'  evctss  .of 
"  "  a  toorthkss  paper  money." — In  order  to 
"  remove  this  evii>  the  edict cifcujascnbes 
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*'  the  mass  of  paper  money, _and  fixes  it  at 
"1,060,798,753  florins,  which  is  the 
*'  vvhole  sum  to  remain  in  circulation,  and 
*'  to  be  afierwards  funded.  But  the  mass 
"  so  diminished  is  not  to  be  realised,  or 
"to  pass  at  its  nominal  value;  and  on 
"  this  head  the  edict  cuntaius  the  follow- 
"  ing  regulations:  — !.  The  Vienna  bank- 
"  p'^.per  shall  not  remain  in  circuliuion 
*' after  the  last  day  of  January,  18  12. — 
"  2.  Till  then  itsliall  pass  current  in  pay- 
"  ments  at  the  fifth  part  of  its  nominal 
"  value.  5.  From  the  15th  of  Match 
"  1811,  the  bank-paper  in  all  redemption 
"  bonds  and   payments  shall   be  fixed   at 

that  is 


florin. 


one   fifth  0 

its  nominal 

value  ; 

to  say. 

3ank-money 

of  5 

10 

25 

50 

100 

500 

florins, 

at        1 
at       2 
at       5 

at      10 

at     20 

4;.....<,.^.... 

at  100 

"and  at  this  rate  it  shall  be  taken  by  the 
*' public  treasury,  and  by  private  indivi- 
*' duals,  till  the  end  of  January,  1812. 
"  4..  From  the  1st  of  Feb.  1812,  the  Vienna 
"  bank-paper  shall  be  taken  out  of  circu- 
*'  lation,  and  payments  in  it  shall  cease 
*' with  the  31st  of  January,  1812.-— 5. 
*'  Rtdemplion- bonds  can  nolonj^er  be  cir- 
*'  culated  but  in  exchange  for  bank- 
*' paper  at  one  fifth  of  its  nominal  value. 
*'  By  this  means  the  amount  of  redemp- 
"tion- bonds  can  in  no  case  rise  higher 
"  than  .212,159,750  florins.— The  edict 
"  then  goes  on  to  state,  that  the  Emperor 
*'  will  adopt  means  for  placing  these  re- 
*'  demption-honds  under  the  guarantee  of 
"  the  Hereditary  States,  for  funding  and 
"  gradually  annihilating  the  paper-money, 
"and  establishing  a  sinking-fund;  and 
"  that  he  will  publisii  new  regulations  to 
*'  that  effect  as  soon  as  he  has  come  to  a 
''settlement  with  the  Diets  of  Hungary 
*' and  Transylvania  in  relation  to  the  p;*e- 
*'  sent  matter.  In  the  mean  time  he  de- 
"  clares  to  his  faithful  subjects,  that  the 
"  money  arising   frma  THE    sale  of  twe 

"  PROPERTY  OF  THE  ChURCH  CONTINUES  TO 
"  BE    APPKOPRlAtED    TO     THE     EXTINCTION 

"OF  THB  PAPER  MONEY. — Then  follovv  a 
"  variety  of  minor  regulations  with  re- 
"  spect  to  the  payment  of  debts  due  to 
"  individuals  and  to  the  State,  according 
"  to  the  value   affixed  to   the   bank  paper 

*'  by  the  edict.*' Biavo  !  Take  breath, 

and  at  it  agan) !  Does'  not  our  poor 
,£■7,502,633.  (is.8d.  tremble,  my  neigh- 


bours ?  If  the  Emperor,  6ur  ancient  and 
faithful    ally    in    the   Anti-Jacobin    war, 
v/ere  to  tender  ns   payment  in  his  paper- 
money  nov/,  what  should  wcsay  ?    Yet,  I  - 
do  not  see  how  we  could   refuse  it ;    ho\v-^, 
we  could  say  that  it  was  not  a   legal  tender,  "■' 
after  the  principles  upon  which  "  the  great 
"  man   now  no  more,"  and   his  living  fol- 
lowers, have  acted. This  paper  money 

is,   then,    come   down    to  one-fiftk  of  the  ~ 
real    money    value.     Ours    retains    about* 
foti.r  fifths  of  its  real  money   value,  sup- 
posing the  dollar  to  he  freely  current  at  53. 
6d.  Mr.   HusKissoN   said    our  paper  had 
sunk  three  shillings  in  the  pound  when  he 
wrote  his  pamphlet.     The    fall   since  that, 
or  the  rise  in  the  price  of  silver  (they  are 
the  same  thing),  is,  we  all   know,  ten  per-- 
cent.  that  is  to  say  two  shillings   in    the* 
pound  more,  making,  in  the  whole,  5.5.  in 
the  pound  ;  that  is  to  say  25  per  centum  ; 
that  is  to  say,  one  fourth  part ;  leaving,  as  I 
said  before,  the  paper-money  ».\.  four  fifths  of 

the  value  of  real   money.- At   present, 

it  would  be  useless  to  waste  one's  time  in 
conjfr'Ctures  as  to  what  will  be  the /M/«?"e 
progress  of  our  paper-money,  especially 
as  there  seems  to  me,  and,  I  think,  nmst 
to  every  rational  man,  so  little  room  for 
conjecture  ;  the  fact  being  so  plain  before 
us.  But,  1  cannot  refrain  frcwi  requesting 
the  reader ;  I  cannot  refrain  from  requesting 
all  those  who  have,  or  are  likely  to  have, 
any  public  power  in  tl  eir  hands,  to  look 
iceU  at  the  state  cf  things  in  Austria.  What ! 
sell  the  property  of  the  Church!  Alas!  how 
were  the  Jacobins  of  France  abused  for 
doing  that !  Yet,  this  is  now  going  on 
under  a  government  that  joined  us  in  mak- 
ing war  against  those  Jacobins,  one  of 
whose  crimes  in  our  eyes  was,  the  sacrile-* 
gious  seizing  hold  upon  Church  Property. 

What  a   revolution    must  this;   be  in 

Austria  !  The  change  must  have  been  such 
as  to  turn  society  almost  upside  down. 
The  CLERGY,  who  were  always  the 
greatest  enemies  to  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
have  now  to  smart  in  their  turn.  The 
people  can  lose  nothing.  They  cannot 
be  worse  off  than  they  were  before.  They 
cannot  be  more  cruelly  taxed  and  in- 
sulted ;  and,  though  they  may  get  no- 
thing, in  the  first  instance,  by  the  change, 
they  have  that  which  is  cheering  to  all 
men,  namely,  the  pleasure  of  seeing  their 
insolent  oppressors  pulled  down. When- 
ever there  has  been  a  paper-money  that 
has  ended  in  a  Bankruptcy,  the  Chuich, 
where  there  has  beer.  Church  Properly,  has 
tasted  of  the  ellecis  of  it.     And,  ohe  can- 
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not  but  b«  struck  witK  wonder,  that  in 
France,  in  Austria,  and  many  other  coun- 
tries the  established  Clergy  have,  nineteen 
out  of  twenty,  been  amongst  the  most  for- 
ward in  support  of  the  system  that  has 
produced,  and  that  did  naturally  and  ob- 
viously tfnd  to  produce  their  own  over- 
throw. This  has  always  been  matter  of 
vvouder  with  me.  But,  leaving  the  cause 
to  oihers^  the  fact  is  notorious  ;  and, 
the' efore,  when  the  day  of  their  full  has 
arrived,  thfcv  ij^ve  never  been  proper  ob- 
ject of  pity  There  has  been  in  their 
conduct,  in  the  countries  referred  to,  a 
malignity  unknown  to  all  others  but  the 
iawjers,  and  surpassing  even  that  of  this 
lat.er  tribe.  Other  tyrants  have  been  cruel 
and  insolent  and  exces^ively  so  ;  but,  in 
the  conduct  of  ihe  Clergy,  there  has  been  a 
coolnt^ss  and  a  maligniiy  unmatched  bv 
vvhathasapppearedin  any  other  description 

of  men. •'  Verily  1  say  unto  you,  they 

"  have  their  reward  \"    For  them  there  is 
every  species  of  loss  and  of  mortification, 
without    one    remaining    ray    of    hope. 
When  one  sees  a  man  fallen  from  a  high 
estate  ;    sees  tiim  tumbled  from  his  gilded 
chariot,  and  made  to  trudge  through  the 
dirt,  one  cannot  help  feeling  some  com- 
passion for  him,  however  insolent  he  may 
have  formerly  been.     But,  this  is  a  great 
weakness.      He   never  felt,    perhaps,  for 
any  human  being  under  his  power.     He 
never  shewed   mercy   towards  any  one  ; 
and,  in  the  insolence  of  his  heart,  he  will, 
perhaps,  despise  the  forgiving  public  who 
pity  him. — ^As  to  the  7neasure  of  stiling 
the  Chuich  Property,  in  order  to  liquidate 
tlie    paper-money,  we   have   not    here  a 
<lTery  full  account  of  it;    but,   1  suppose, 
there  was  no  other  way  of  obtaining  the 
means  of   making  even  a  small  provision 
for  the  unhappy  creatures,  whose  all  was 
in   viie   paper,   and   v/ho   had   lent  their 
money  upon  the  faith  of  the  government. 
This  money  they  had  lent  to  the  govern- 
nienl,  wliich,  as  far  as  it  was  able,  was 
bound  to  st^e  them  paid.     It  could  not  pay 
them  any  longer,  except  in  a  depreciated 
paper  ;    they  are  now  paid,  I  suppose,  in 
this  paper,  which  is  reduced  to  onefijth  of 
its  value,  and  even  that  is,  it  would  seenj^^ 
,   notto  be  supported  without  the  5a/c;q/"/A(;i^ro- 
hperty  of  the  !  //ujc/*,  which,  I  should  suppose, 
would  fettli  a  great  deal  of  money.     The 
Church  has,   1  suppose,   lands  and  houses 
iK  and  7nunors,  as  our  Church  has,  and  livings, 
,A  consi;iing  of  tythes  and  glebes  and  man- 
sions.     These,  except  the  mansions,  or 
paiionage  houses,  were  sold  in  France, 


and  fetched  an  immensity  of  money.  The 
lands  and  houses  held  under  the  Churcli. 
were  all  made  free,  and  the  tythes,  being 
bought  out,  were,  of  course,  abolished; 
or,  rather,  the  owner  of  the  land  became 
the  proprietor  of  all  its  produce,  and  tythes 

ceased    to   exist. This   is,  I   suppose, 

what  they  are  doing  in  Austria  ;  and,  if  it 
be  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  save 
the  poor  public  creditors  from  starving, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  being  a  just 
measure,  though,  I  think,  that  the  Clergy- 
ought  to  have  a  decent  provision  made  for 
them  ;  for,  while  the  Church  Property  is 
disposed  of  to  prevent  one  class  of  persons 
from  starving,  another  class  ought  not  to 

be  starved  by  the  same  measure. This 

is  a  very  interesting  subject,  and  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend  it  to  the  discussion  of 
those  Clergymen,  who  may  be  members 
of  the  "Pitt  Club.^'  Persons  so  very 
zealous  in  support  of  the  "  public  faith,*' 
as  it  is  called,  can  hardly,  1  should  sup= 
pose,  disapprove  of  this  measure  adopted 
in  Austria.  When  I,  some  years  ago, 
ventured  to  express  my  doubts  as  to  whe- 
ther the  fund-holders  in  England  would 
have  any  reason  to  complain,  if  their 
interest  was  stopped  for  ever,  unless 
their  money  was  forced  from  them  and 
put  into  the  Funds  against  their  will ; 
when  I  thus  ventured,  I  was  called  every 
thing  but  a  Gentleman.  *'  Cheat,  rogue, 
"swindler:"  nothing  was  too  bad  for 
me.  Well,  then,  do  you,  the  Pittite 
Cleuqy  :  I  put  it  to  you  :  do  you  approve 
of  what  has  been  done  in  Austria  ?  Come, 
come  !  None  of  your  faultering  and  stam- 
mering and  equivocating:  answer  me  at 
once  :  do  you,  I  say,  approve  of  what  has 
been  done  in  Austria  ?  Do  you  approve 
of  selling  the  Property  of  the  Church  to 
make  good  ihe  depreciation  on  the  paper-' 
money  ?  And,  to  try  the  thing  by  the 
scriptural  test,  should  you,  in  case  of  a 
further  great  depreciation  of  the  paper- 
money  here,  approve  of  a  sale  of  the  property 
of  the  Church  of  England?  That  is  the  quesi 
tion.  That  is  home  to  you.  If  you  an- 
swer in  the  affirmative,  it  is  well.  I  am 
satisfied.  But,  if  you  higgle,  and  at  last 
answer  me  in  the  negative,  where  is  your 
justification  for  abusing  me,  because  I  ex- 
pressed my  doubts  as  to  the  claims  of  the 

fundholders? When  I  saw  this  article 

about  the  paper-money  in  Austria,  I  could 
npt  help  asking  myself  how  the  salaries  of 
my  Lords  the  Judges  were  paid  there. 
Now,  they  receive  the  paper  at  one  fifth,  of' 
course  •■,  but,  how  did  they  g«t  their  salat 
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ries,  while  the  paper  was  going  dawn,  and 
before  any  new  rate  of  value  was  fixed 
upon  it  by  law  ?  This  is  an  object  of  great 
interest.  I  should  like  to  have  been  in 
Austria  to  see'how  the  thing  was  managed. 
The  placemen  too,  and  the  pensioners,  all 
persons  with  fixed  salaries,  and  even  fees, 
fixed  as  to  their  amount.  What  a  change  ! 
There  is  nothing  that  aftects  political  so- 
ciety like  this :  nothing  that  so  stirs  it  up ; 
nothing  that  so  searches  it. — — No  wonder 
that  Austria  mzAe  peace;  for,  how  was  she 
to  make  war,  after  the  purse  of  England 
could  no  longer  supply  her?  How  was  she 
to  pay  soldiers,  who  have  good  stomachs 
?nd  arms  in  their  hands.  That  she  would 
pay  them  to  the  last  penny  there  can  be  no 
doubt ;  but,  even  self-preservation  would 
inot  enable  her  to  go  beyond  the  last  penny. 
If  there  was  any  specie  at  all  afloat,  that 
Would,  of  course,  remain  in  private  hands, 
and  the  taxes  would  all  be  paid  in  paper; 
just  as  it  always  has  been  in  all  countries 
where  there  has  been  a  degraded  paper- 
money;  for,  let  it  be  observed,  the  paper 
never  depreciates  till  the  government  af- 
fords it  its  kind  protection  ;  and,  it  is  im- 
possible to  do  this,  without  taking  it  inpay- 
ment of  taxes.  This  is,  indeed,  the  Avay, 
?nd  the  only  effectual  way,  of  giving  it 
support.  Eut,  this  support  is  not  given 
without  good  reason.  The  government 
has  first  got  hold  of  the  paper-money.  It 
pays  the  interest  of  its  debt,  or  answers 
some  other  purpose,  with  it;  and,  having 
done  this,  its  credit  becomes  inseparable  in 
duration  with   that  of  the  credit   of  the 

paper. This  view  of  the  matter,  brings 

ine  back  home  again,  and  bids  me,  belbre 
,1  conclude  this  article  (though  it  is  al-: 
ready  too  long),  endeavour  to  fix  the  at-' 
teniiou  of  my  readers  to  this  important 
point ;  and  to  caution  them  against  all  the 
dehisioiis  now  afloat,  which,  if  they  have 
.^ny  effect,  can  only  have  the  effect  of- 
.making  the  inconvenience  now. felt  a  most 
serious  and  awful  calamity.  Armies  have; 
been  called, edge-tools,  and  so  they  are ; 
but  a  paper-money  is  a  far  more  danger-.' 
ous,  instrument.     What  must  they  be  both' 

together  ? 1  have  heard  of  a  project  of 

Lord  Stanhope  for  collecting  a  large  sum 
of  specie,  in  order  to  pay  the  army  with 
•in  case  of  necessity  ;  but  this,  like  all 
the  other  projects  that  I  have  heard  of, 
seems  not  to  have  in  view,  that  before 
the  specie  can  be  got  ajresh  heap  of  paper 
must  be  put  forth;  so  that  here  would  be  a 
»ew  cause  of  depreciation,  occasioned,  too. 


; — This  was,  I  am  sure,  well  meant ; 

because  his  Lordship  is  as  sincere  a 
lover  of  his  country  as.I  am ;  but,  I  am 
fully   persuaded,   that  the   thing    would 

be    impracticable. — '■ These    are    but 

desultory  remarks;  they  may,  howe-ver, 
be  useful ;  and,  I  caii  never  conclude  any 
set  of  observations  upon  this  subject,  with- 
out stating,  that  I  am  of  opinion,  that  all 
will  end  well  for  the  country  ;  for  the 
liberties  of  the  people  and  the  stability  of 

the  throne. 1  have  never  endeavoured 

to  excite  despair.  Those  only  excite  de- 
spair, who  tell  us,  that  our  salvation  de- 
pends upon  the  credit  of  the  paper-mo- 
ney; and  who,  while  they  abuse  me; 
while  they  revile  me  as  a  traitor,  bent 
upon  the  subversion  of  all  order,  law,  and 
property,  are  really  making  use  of  en- 
deavours tending  directly  to  that  horrid 
catastrophe.  Not  many  months  have 
passed  over  our  heads,  since  the  Morning 
Post  proclaimed  the  country  bank  notes 
to  be  vile  and  degraded  rags ;  not  appear- 
ing to  know,  that  they  composed  two  third 
parts  of  our  paper-money.  If  they  really 
were  vile  and  degraded  rags,  what  is  woa> 
our  condition,  when  it  must  be  evident  to 
every  man  of  only  common  understand- 
ing, that  they  have  greatly  increased 
since  that  description  was  given  of  ihem  ? 
This  writer  called  those  notes  "  destructive 
"  assignats,"  and  "  vile  rags,"  and  "  dirt^ 
"  rags."  We  have  not  less,  in  my  opi- 
nion, than  70,000,000  of  pounds  in  thes.e 
notes  now  circulating  in  the  kingdom. 
I  mean  in  England,  Wales,  and  Scotland, 
exclusive  of  Ireland.  And  yet  this  man 
is  a  "  loyal"  writer  I  Ah!  the  day  wiil 
come,  when  those  who  stand  in  need  of 
rcfl/ loyalty  will  know  their  friends^  from 
their  foes.  •  . 

WM.  coBBErr. : 

State  Prison,  Newgate,  Friday, 
April  19,  1811. 


England. — "  Copy  of  the  Notice  issued 

"  by  the  Bank  of  England,  fixing 

.    "  the  current  price  of  stamped  Dol- 

"  lars.— Laid   before  the  House  of 

"  Commons,  March  28,  1811. 

"  At  a  Court  of  Directors  at  the  Bank,  on 
"  Monday  the  \Sth  March,  1811;  The  Go- 
"  vernor  laid  before  the  Court  the  follow- 
"  ing  Minute  of  the  Committee  of  Coin, 
"  transmitted  by  direction  of  their  Lord- 
"  ships  ;  viz. 


r ,^^-.^^.^..^^, — ,  March  18,   1811.— By  the  right  ho- 

tor  the  purpose  of  govejnment  hoarding.  [  "  nouraWe  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of 


981 


A PRIL  '20,  1  g I  i.— -Jubilee  JDolhrt. 


[983 


"  Privy  Council,  appointecf  to  take  into 
"  consideration  the  state  of  the  Coins  of 
"  this  kingdom,  and  the  present  establish- 
"  rnent  and  constitution  of  his  Majesty's 
^  Mini;.~The  Governor  and  Depuiy  Go- 
"  vernor  of  the  Bank  attended  on  the  8th 
"  instant,  and  had  conferences  on  that  and 
"  on  several  succeedirig  days  with  their 
*■*  Lordsliips,  on  the  effect  tvhich  the  pre- 
'*  sent  advanced  price  of  BuHion  vi^as  likely 
"  to  have  on  the  circulation  of  Bank  Dollar 
"  Tokens. —  They  represented,  that  at  the 
"  time  when  the  Bank  Dollar  Tokens 
"  were  first  issued  at  Five  Shillings  each, 
"  their  intrinsic  mine  did  not  txcaed  Four 
"  Shillings  and  Ninc-pcncc ;  whereas  ai 
"present  these  Tokens  are  worth  Five  Shil~ 
*'  Uiiiin  and  Vzvo-pence  halfpenny  :  that  under 
"  these  circumstances,  the  intrinsic  value 
5'  of  these  Tok<^ns  having  thus  bcconje 
"  higher  thuu  their  nominal  value,  it  was 
"  to  be  appr'^hended  that  they  would 
«' sonit  be  withdrawn  from  circulation.— 
"Their  Lv>rdships,  fully  aware  of  the  se- 
[*'  rious  embarrassments  to  which  the  pub- 

*  lie  must  be  exposed,  if  this  useful  cir- 
"  culating  medium,  should  be  withdrawn, 
"  ajid  of  tlie  necessity  of  adopting  some 
''  immi-diate  measure  to  counteract  an  evil 
"  which  they  have  reason  to  believe  has 
"  actually  commenced,  and  will  be  very 
■■'  soon  sensibly  felt  by  the  public,  unless 
"  its-further  progress  be  forthwith  coun- 
'''  teracted,  received  with  great  satisfaction 
"  the  assurances  of  the  Governor  and  De- 

'r  puty  Govi-rnor  of  the  Bank,  that  the}- 

*  were  ready  to  adopt  any  measure 
.'if^which  was  calculated  to  promote  the 
"*  accommodation  of  the  public;  and  after 

'^  amost  attentive  consideration  of  all  the  dif- 
"  Acuities,  and  of  the  urgency  of  the  case, 
<*  -^Their  Lordships  are  of  opinion,  that 
''  it  is  expedient  that  the  Governor  and 
•''  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England 
"  should  notify,  as  speedily  and  as  pub- 
"■  hcly  as  possible,  that  as  the  price  of 
-  i;**' Silver  has  risen  so  much  since  the  first 
J*  issue  of  Bank  Dollar  Tokens  at  Fivfe 
"  Shillings  each,  as  now  to  make  them 
"  vvorth  more  to  be  sold  as  BuHion,  than 
"  at  the  price  at  which  they  are  current, 
"  it  is  deemed  expedient,  in  order  to  pre- 
"  vent  their  being  withdraivn  front,  circulation, 
"that  an  additional  value,  nearly  propor- 
•<  tionate  to  that  at  which  they  were  first 
"  issued  in  relation  to  their  intrinsic  value, 
*'  be  now  assigned  to  them ;  and  that  the 
"  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
■^'^^  England  should  therefore  give  directions 
■  **  to  their  eashiers  and  othet  officers,  from 


"  henceforth,  (until  a  public  Notice  tothd 
"  contrary,  of  not  less  than  six  months^ 
"  shall  h  ive  been  given)  to  receive  all 
"  Bank  Dollar  T(»kens  tendered  in'  pay- 
"  ment  at  the  Bank,  at  the  rate  of  Five 
"  Shillings  and  Sixpence  each,  instead  of 
''  Five  Shillings  as  heretofore  ;  and  to 
**  pay  and  to  i.-^sue  alt  such  Bank  Dollar 
"  Tokens  as  shall  be  paid  or  issued  here- 
"  after  by  tht-m,  at  .he  same  rate  of  Five 
"  Shillings  and  Sixpence  each.  And  theii: 
"  Lordships  have  directed  that  a  Cfnnmns" 
"  nication  shall  be  made  to  Ithc  Governor 
"  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bink  to 
'*  this  etiect,  to  be  by  ihetn  submitted  for 
"  the  consideration  of  the  Dirccl<->r.s  of  the 
"  Bank. —  Their  Lordships  are  .further  o/ 
'^'  opinion,  that'  on  receiving  the  concur- 
•'  rence  of  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  to 
''  this  pfoposifinn,  it  will  be  expedient, 
"  for  the  more  effectual  execution  of  this 
"  measure,  that  the  Lords  Coramissiohers 
"  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  should  give 
"  the  necessary  directions  to  all  the 
''  officers  of  ireceipt  of  the  different 
"  branches  of  public  rev*^nue,  to  receive 
"  Bank  Dollar  T-ikeiis  at  the  rate  of  Five 
"Shillings  ami  Sixpence  each,  in  pay- 
"  ment  of  all  taxes  and  duties,  in  the  same 
'•  manner  as  they  have  hitherto  received 
''  them  at  the  rate  of  Five  Shillings,  and 
''  that  due  notification  should  be  given  of 
"  sach  directions.  —  The  Governor  and 
"  Deputy  Governor  waited  on  the  Lords 
<*  of  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for 
"  Coin  ;  and  acqu-tinled  them.  That  the 
"  Court  had  consented  to  their  proposal, 
"and  had  "  directed  the  following  Notice 
"  to  be  published  in  the  Gazette  and  daily 
"and  other  newspapers;  viz. — Bank  of 
"  England,  March  18,  1811 — Bank  DoL- 
"  LAR  Tokens.  —  Whereas  the  price  of 
"  Silver  has  risen  so  much  since  the  first 
"  issue  of  Bank  Dollar  Tokens  at  Five 
"  Shillings  each,  as  now  to  make  them 
"  woilh  more  to  be  sold  as  Bullion,  than 
"the  price  at  which  they  are  current: 
"  And  whereas  it  has  been  deemed  expe- 
"  dient,  at  the  recorhmendation  of  the 
"  right  honoinabfe  the  Lords  Committee 
"  of  Privy  Council  for  Coin,-  in  order  to 
"  prevent  their  being  withdrawn  fromcir- 
"  cuUtion,  that  an  additional  value,  nearly 
"  proportionate  to  that  at  which  they 
"  were  first  issued  in  relation  to  their  in- 
"  trinsic  value,  be  now  assigned  to  them  ; 
"  The  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
"  Bank  of  England  do  therefore  hereby 
"  give  notice,  that  they  have  given  ©rders 
"■  to  their  cashiers  and  other  officers,  from 
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•f  iienceforth  (until  a  public  Notice  to  the 
«;  contrary,  of  not  Jess  than  &ix  months, 
"  shall  have  been  given)  to  receive  all 
"Bank  Dollar  Tokens  tendered  in  pay- 
'^  ment  at  the  Bank,  at  tiie  rate  of  Five 
*'  Shillings  and  Sixpence  each,  instead  of 
*'  Five  Shillings  as  heretofore.  And  to 
**  pay  and  to  issue  all  such  Bank  Dollar 
"  Tokens  as  shall  be  paid  or  issued  here- 
",  after  by  them,  at  the  same  rate  of 
*♦  Five  Shillings  and  Sixpentie  each." 

LIGHT  GOLD. 

AGAINST 

HEAVY    GOLD, 

Front  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  11  th  of 
April,  1811. 
SiB ; — I  am  sure  if  that  worthy  man, 
George  Fisher,  Accountant,  the  well- 
known  Author  of  the  Young  Man's  best 
Companion,  was  alive,  he  would  in  his 
questions  for  exercise  have  introduced  the 
following — "  If  a  light  guinea  be  worth 
in  paper  currency  1/.  4s.  3d.  what  is  a 
heavy  guinea  worth  in  the  same  currency  ? 
— Answer,  1/.  4«.  6d."  When  the  little 
bpy,  after  a  great  deal  of  puzzling,  had 
made  out  the  answer,  I  think  I  see  the 
venerable  George  Fisher  mildly  chucking 
his  pupil  under  the  chin,  and  thus  ad- 
dressing this  decimal  fraction  of  a  trades- 
man's large  family — My  dear  Bobby,  this 
sum  is  only  to  be  worked  on  a  slate  from 
whence  it  can  be  readily  spunged  ofF,  but 
you  must  not  enter  it  into  your  sum-book, 
because,  my  dear  Bobby,  though  right  by 
the  rule  of  three,  it  is  wrong  by  the  rule 
of  fact ;  a  heavy  guinea  is  worth  but 
1^.  \s.  in  the  paper  currency.— But  one 
pound  one  !  exclaims  Bobby  ;  why  I 
multiplied  the  third  by  the  second,  and 
divided  by  the  first,  and  the  answer  came 
out  1/.  45.  Qd. — Ah!  but  n«/  dear  Bobby, 
replies  George  Fisher,  the  b^^nkers  have 
so  multiplied  the  paper,  and  so  divided 
their  bonusses,  that  in  this  instance  the  com- 
Xaon  rules  of  arithmetic  are  entirely  vio- 
lated ;  yea  the  very  intrinsic  value  of 
things  is  changed  ;  for  lo  !  a  light  guinea 
}s  more  valuable,  with  reference  to  bank- 
notes, than  a  heavy  guinea,  for  the  light 
guinea  you  can  get  \L  4s.  Sd.  and  for 
the  heavy  guima  but  1/.  Is. — this  is  verj- 
strange,  says  Bnbby — I'll  tell  my  father 
of  it — your  father  knows  it  already — but 
why  don't  people  sell  their  htavy  guineas, 
^n^l  ge|t  1/.  4s.  (jd.  for  ,  ibem,  rejoijis 
]Pobby  ?— they  are  ^ji  evented  by  an  Act  of 


Parliament — but   is   it   not   very   absurd 

that  an  Act  of  Parlia ment  he  would 

have  said,  had  not  George   Fisher  ordered 
him  to  go  to  his  seat,  and  leave  the  mys- 
teries of  the    Mint  to   the  Clerk  of  the 
Meltings. — But  of  guineas  let  us  not  speak 
— it  is  a    tale  of  other  times— with   the  _ 
Bank  of  England,  we  may  well  exclaim, 
de  moriuis  nil  nisi  bonum,  that  is,   of  the 
defunct  there  is  no   vestige  but  the  bonus, 
the  amount   of  that    indeed,  and  the  im- 
mense rise  in  the  value   of   Bank    Stock, 
are  the  legacies  which  guineas  bequeathed 
to   the    Governor   and  Company   of  the 
Banli  of  England,  when  they  expired  in 
the  year  1797.     Within  the  space  of  thir- 
teen years  from  that  period,  the  marketa- 
ble value  of  100/.  Bank  Stock,  has  risen 
from  something  less   than    128/.  to  very 
near  280/.  the  dividend  has  been  increased 
from  7  to  10  per  cent,  and  bonusses  to  the 
amount  of  32  per  cent,  have   been   distri- 
buted   among    the    Proprietors. — I     see 
you  have    published    my    humble    sug- 
gestions upon  the  want  of  changcrr-and 
here,  that  they   may  have   a  chance  oit^ 
being  read  by  all  parties,  let   me  clearly'^ 
explain,  that  under  the  expression  *  wantot 
change,'  there  is  not  the  slightest  allusion 
to  the  removal  of  the  Honourable Spencei^i 
Perceval  from  his  situation  of  Clerk  of  thed 
Meltings,  or  of  any   other,   the  slightest^ 
alteration  in  the   Ministry — by  change,  J.; 
strictly  wish  to  be   understood   to  mean 
crowns,    half-crowns,    shillings,   and  six- 
pences, which   have  now  nearly,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  will  altogethe/ 
disappear.      The  remedy  I  have  proposed 
is  not  like  the  sinking  fund,  founded  upon 
theory,  but  has  been  actually  carried  into  . 
execution  in  the  Sister  Kingdom,  and  I  am  . 
certain,  that  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of 
Ireland,  who   have  been  indefatigable  in 
their  endeavours   to  buy  up   all   the  bad 
shillings  and  recoin  them,  pro  bono  publico, 
into  twopenny   pieces,   will  readily  com- 
municate with  their  brethren  of  the  Bank 
of  England  on  this  interesting  subject,  send 
them  samples  of  their  farrago,  lend  them 
their  die,  and  as  Mr.  Davy  may  not  have 
any  test  to  ascertain  it,  reveal  the  extreme 
degree   of  baseness   to  which   they   have 
been   obliged  to  descend  in  their  endea- T 
vours   to  accommodate  the  Irish  public— -f 
At  all  events,  let  me  deprecate  any  thing  : 
like  the  issuing  of  notes  under  one  pound  ; 
the  suHiirings  of  the   people   in  Ireland, 
particularly  the  poorer  classes",  in.  conse-i 
quence  of    s.u(h   an,  arrangement,   were  t 
dreadfql.  Every  petty  shopkeeper  becaiPG 
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a  banker,  issued  his  paper,  bought  bad 
goods,  and  put  what  price  he  pleased  upon 
them,  certain  that  his  neighbours  must 
buy  them,  because  his  paper  had  no  cur- 
rency except  from  his  counter  to  his  till. 
Oh,  no  !  any  thing  except  five  shilling  and 
two-and-sixpenny  notes — rather  than  that, 
let  the  brass  pots  and  kettles,  as  in  the  time 
of  James  II.  be  called  in,  melted,  and 
coined — but  no  more  paper  for  the  sake  of 
common  humanity  ! — I  am  now  called 
away  to  see  a  very  fine  ram,  upon  which, 
I  am  informed.  Sir  John  Sinclair  is  to 
ride  round  the  hall  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, preparatory  to  his  being  crowned 
with  a  wreath  of  cancelled  bank-notes; 
he  is  theji  to  proceed  to  the  Rotunda,  to 
partake  of  a  dejcune  a  la  fourchette,  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  prize  meats  ;  a  great 
deal  of  good  singing  is  expected — Mr. 
R.  Jackon  is  to  favour  the  company  with 
*  Money  in  both  Pockets  ;'  two  mermaids 
have  kindly  come  forward  to  offer  their 
gratuitous  assistance — they  are  to  sit  in 
bathing  lub.s,  at  each  side  of  the  President, 
and  have  promised  to  execute  some  ap- 
priate  airs,  '  Cease  rude  Boreas,'  and 
'  Water  parted  from  the  Sea,'  Sir  John 
being  reseated  on  his  ram — the  whole  to 
conclude  with  a  grand  chorus  in  praise  of 
Pitt  and  pound  notes,  in  which  all  the 
Stock-jobbers,  Contractors,  Clerks,  Direc- 
tors, and  tlie  entire  corps  papieritique  are 
to  join.  Medals  of  the  great  man  now  no 
more,  struck  on  pasteboard,  are  to  be 
distributed  amongst  the  performers,  who 
are  to  fire  a  ftu  de  joie  in  honour  of  his 
ntemory,  providing  the  rara  be  found 
eufficientlv  steady  to  bear  the  explosion, 
otherwise  it  is  to  be  omitted. — I  shall  re- 
sume the  subject  of  the  scarcity  of  silver 
at  a  future  period,  which,  with  some  other 
particulars,  I  shall  be  happy  to  commu- 
nicate to  you  ;  meantime,  I  remain. 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

Timothy  Tinker. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
American    States. Mr.   Finckney   to 

Lord     Wdlesley. — Great     Cumberland 

Place,  Dec.  10,  1810. 

(Concluded  from  p.  9<)0.^ 
This  prodigious  expansion  of  the  system 
was  far  beyond  any  intelligible  standard  of 
retaliation ;  but  it  soon  appeared  that  neu- 
trals might  be  permitted  to  traffic,  under 
certain  restrictions,  with  all  these  different 
nations,  provided  they  would  submit,  with 
«  depexidwice  truly  colonjal,  to  carry  on 


their  trade  through  British  ports,  and  to 
pay  such  duties  as  the  British  government 
should  think  fit  to  impose,  and  such  charges 
as  British  agents  and  other  British  subjects 
might  be  content  to  make.  The  United  States 
abstained  from  this  traffic,  in  which  they 
could  no  embark  without  dishonour:  and  in 
1809  the  system  shrunk  to  narrower  di- 
mensions, and  took  the  appearance  of  an 
absolute  prohibition  of  all  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  France,  Holland,  and  the 
kingdom  of  Italy. — The  prohibition  was 
absolute  in  appearance,  but  not  in  fact. 
It  had  lost  something  of  former  exuberance^ 
but  nothing  of  former  pliancy  ;  and  in  the 
event  was  soon  to  yield  to  the  demands  of 
one  trade,  while  it  prevented  every  other 
— controuled  and  relaxed  and  mangled  by 
licenses,  it  did  not,  after  a  brief  exhibi- 
tion of  impartial  sternness,  affect  to  "  dis- 
tress the  enemy"  by  the  occlusion  of  his 
ports,  when  the  commerce  of  England 
could  advantageously  find  its  way  to  them^ 
— at  length,  "however,  this  convenience' 
seems  to  be  enjoyed  no  longer;  and  the" 
orders  in  council  may  apparently  be  now- 
considered  (if  indeed  they  ought  not 
always  to  have  been  considered)  as  affect- 
ing England  with  a  loss  as  heavy  as  that 
which  they  inflict  on  those  whose  rights 
they  violated.  In  such  circumstance,  if 
it  be  too  much  to  expect  the  credulity  of 
1807,  it  may  yet  be  hoped  that  the  evi» 
dence  of  the  practical  effect  of  the  French 
repeal  need  not  be  very  strong  to  be  satis- 
factory. It  is,  however,  as  strong  as  th« 
nature  of  such  a  case  will  admit ;  as  a  few 
observations  will  shew. — On  such  an  oc- 
casion it  is  no  paradox  to  say,  that  the 
want  of  evidence  is  itself  evidence.  Thafe  ' 
certain  decrees  are  not  in  force  is  proved 
by  the  absence  of  such  facts  as  would  ap- 
pear if  they  were  in  force.  Every  motive 
which  can  be  conjectured  to  have  led  to 
the  repeal  of  the  Edicts,  invites  us  to  the 
full  execution  of  that  repeal ;  and  no  mo- 
tive can  be  imagined  for  a  different  course 
— these  considerations  are  alone  conclu- 
sive.—But  further,  it  is  known  that  Ame- 
rican vessels,  bound  confessedly  to  Eng- 
land, have,  before  the  1st  of  November, 
been  visited  by  French  privateers  and 
suffered  to  pass,  upon  the  foundation  of 
the  prospective  repeal  of  the  decree  of 
Berlin,  and  the  proximity  of  the  day 
when  it  would  become  an  actual  one.— 
If  there  are  not  even  stronger  facts  to  shevr 
that  the  decree  of  Milan  is  also  with- 
drawn, your  Lordship  can  be  at  no  loss  for 
th«  reason.     It  cannot  be  prov(;d  that  a« 
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American  vessfil  is 'pj^acticaljy  held  by 
Francs  not  to  be  denaticvjalised  by  Bri- 
tish violation,  because  your  crqizecs  visit 
only  to  capture,  and  c,ompel  the  vessel 
visited  to  terminate  her  vpya^ge,  not  in 
France,  but  in  Fiiglaiid.  You  wiJi  not 
ask  for  the  issue  of  an  experiment  which 
yourselves  intercept,  nor  complain  that 
you  have  not  received  evidence,  which  is 
not  obtained  because  you  have  rendered 
it  impossible.  The  vessel  which  formed 
the  subject  of  my  note  of  the  8th  instant, 
and  another,  more  recently  seized  as  a 
prize,  would,  if  they  had  been  suffered  as 
they  ought,  to  resume  their  voyages  after 
having  been  stopped  and  examujed  by 
English  cruizers,  have  furnished  on  that 
point  unanswerable  proof;  and  I  have 
reason  to  know,  that  precise  offers  have 
been  made  to  the  British  Government  to 
put  a  practical  test  to  the  disposition  of 
France  in  this  respect,  and  that  those 
«cflfers  have  been  refused.  Your  cruizers, 
however,  have  not  been  able  to  visit  all 
American  vessels  bound  to  France;  and  it 
is  understood  that  such  as  have  arrived 
have  been  received  with  friendship. — I 
cannot  quit  tins  last  question  without  en- 
tering my  protest  against  the  pretension 
of  the  British  Government  to  postpone  the 
justice  which  it  owes  to  niy  Government 
and  country,  for  the  tardy  investigation  of 
consequences.  I  am  not  able  to  compre- 
hend upon  what  the  pretension  rests,  nor 
to  what  limits  the  inv-estigaiion  can  be 
subjected.  If  it  were  even  admitted  that 
France  was  more  emphatically  bound  to 
repeal  her  almost  nominal  decrees  than 
Great  Britain  to  repeal  her  substantial  or- 
ders (which  will  not  be  admitted),  what 
more  can  reasonably  be  required  by  th^ 
latter  than  has  been  done  by  the  former  ? 
The  decrees  are  ciTicially  4eelared  by  the 
Government  of  France  to  be  repealed  ; 
they  were  ineffectual,  as  a  material  preju' 
dice  to  England  before  the  declaration, 
and  must  be  ineffectual  since.  There  is, 
therefore,  nothing  of  substance  for  this 
dilatory  enquiry,  which  if  once  begun 
may  be  protracted  without  end,  or  aSleast 
•till  the  hour  for  just  and  prudent  decision 
has  passed.  But,  if  there  were  room  to 
apprehend  that  the  repealed  decrees 
might  have  some  operation  in  case  t!ie 
Orders  in  Council  were  withdrawn,  still, 
as  there  is  no  sudden  and  formidable  peril 
to  which  Great  Britain  could  be  exposed 
by  that  operation,  theie  can  be  no  reason 
for  decljnmg  to  act  at  «^uce  upon  the  de- 
claratiion  of  France,  .ami  Xa  ieaVi&U  tQ  ihe 
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future  to  try  its  Kincerity,  if  that  sincerity 
be  suspected. — I  have  thus  disclosed  to 
your  Lordship,  with  that  frankiiess  which 
the  times  demand,  my  views  of  a  subject 
deeply  interesting  to  our  respective  coun-> 
tries.  The  part  which  Great  Britain  may 
act  on  this  occasion  cannot  fail  to  have 
important  and  lasting  consequences,  anjl, 
I  can  only  wish  that  they  may  be  good. 
By  giving  up  her  Orders  in  Council,  anji 
the  blockades  to  which  my  letter  of  the 
21st  of  iSeptcniber  relates,  she  has  nothing 
to  lose  in  character  or  strength.  By  ad- 
hering to  them  she  will  not  only  be  un- 
just to  others,  but  unjust  to  herself. — J 
iiave  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  highest 
consideration,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's 
raost  obedient  humble  servant. 

Wm.  Pinknev. 
The  most  Noble  the  Marquis 
Wellesley,  &c. 
(There  is  another  letter  from  Mr.  Pink- 
ney,  of  J)ccember  23,  to  Mr.   Smith,  but 
not  important) 


American  States. —  Extract  of  a  Letter 
from  Wm.  Pinknev,  Esq.  to  the  Secretary  6f 
Stale,  dated  London j  December  14,181 0 . 

On  the  4th  inst.  I  received  from  Lord 
Wellesley  a  note,  of  which  a  copy  markejd 
No.  1  is  inclosed,  respecting  the  repeal  of 
the  French  decrees.  The  conference  tp 
which  it  invited  me  took  place  on  the  5th; 
and  in  the  course  of  it,  lexplained  to  hin^, 
at  considerable  length,  my  view  of  tha.t 
subject,  and  of  the  points  immediately 
connected  with  it.  Lord  Wellesley  heard 
me  in  his  usual  manner ;  but  confine^ 
bimsejf  to  such  general  rem.arks  and  pro-  ' 
fessions-as  I  need  not  repeat  to  you. — He 
introduced,  of  his  own  accord,  the  subjects 
of  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  and  the 
Chesapeake.— On  the  first,  he  professed 
to  entertain  the  same  disposition  and  in- 
tention as  heretofore,  and  declared  that 
the  delay  which  had  taken  place,  arose 
altogether  from  some  obstacles,  of  a  per- 
sonal nature,  to  obtaining  the  services  of 
the  person  whom  he  particularly  wiohe*! 
to  send  to  America  ;  that  he  hoped  these 
obstacles  would  soon  be  removed  ;  that  he 
had  another  person  in  view  if  it  should  be 
otherwise  ;  that  he  had  not  supposed  that 
delay  could  be  considered  as  of  any  nxu- 
ment  by  my  Government,  after  the  ajS-^  . 
surance  contained  in  his  note  to  me  in  July 
last ;  that  these  temporary  iaequajitj,e^ 
were  common^atid,  v»'hcn  not  n^eayit  to  hit 
ytiuisivv^  .were  i\&yxx  held  tQ  ,i^e  so,  ^c,. 
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&c.--On  the  second,  he  informed  me  that 
he  had  not  sent  me  a  paper  which  he  had 
prepared  upon  ^it,  because  he  thought  it 
would  be  well  that  the  new  Minister 
should  carry  out  the  adjustment,  and  con- 
gequenth^  that  it  should  be  postponed  till 
he  was  appointed.  He  repeated,  that  we 
ehould  have  no  difficulties  upon  it.  I  give 
you  these  verbal  explanations  as  I  re- 
ceived them." 

(No.  1) — Foreign  Office,  December  4, 
1^10.— Sir — After  the  most  accurate  in- 
quiry I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any 
authentic  intelligence  of  the  actual  repeal 
of  the  French  decrees,  to  which  your 
Notes  of  '25th  of  August,  and  3d  of  No- 
Tember,  refer,  or  of  the  restoration  of  the 
commerce  of  neutral  nations  to  the  con- 
dition in  which  it  stood  previously  to  the 
promtilgation  of  those  decrees. — If  you 
should  be  in  possession  of  any  such  m^ 
formation  I  should  be  happy  to  re- 
ceive it  from  you,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose I  request  to  have  the  honour  of  a 
conference  with  you  at  this  office  to-mor- 
row, at  two  o'clock.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  &c. — Wellesley. —  Wm.  Pinkney, 
Esq.  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Sweden. — Temporeri/    Resignation    of    the 

King. 

We  Charles, by  the  grace  of  God,  King 
of  Sweden/ &c.  &c.  Make  known,  where- 
as, owing  to  an  illncsathat  has  befallen  us, 

and  from  which,  by  the  assistance  of  the 
Almighty,  we  hope  soon  to  be  restored, 
we  have  deemed  it  necessary,  in  order  to 
promote  this  object,  for  the  present  to 
withdraw  ourselves  from  the  care  and 
trouble  which  are  so  closely  united  with 
the  management  of  public  affairs,  and  in 
order,  during  our  illness,  not  to  retard  the 
progress  of  affairs,  we  have  thought  fit  to 
crder  what  is  to  be  observed  respecting 
the  Government ;  and  having  at  the  same 
lime  found  that  the  states  of  the  kingdom 
on  drawing  up  the  constitution,  have,  only 
from  tender  motives  towards  us  not  pointed 
OTlt  how  and  in  what  manner,  as  in  the 
present  case,  the  Government  is  to  be 
managed  during  the  illness  of  the  King, 
when  the  succes?or  is  of  age,  we  have 
therefore  thought  that  we  could  in  no  bet- 
ter way  fulfil  our  obligations  towards  our- 
selves, and  the  kingdom,  than  by  entrust- 
ing the  care  of  both  to  a  Prince,  who 
Ueing  intended  one  day  to  be  seated  on  the 


throne  of  Sweden,  has,  by  the  ties  of  na- 
ture and  friendship,  become  most  dear  td 
us,  and  who  unites  in  his  person  the  love  of 
us  and  of  the  Swedish  people. — And  we 
do,  therefore,  hereby  appoint  and  nominate 
our  beloved  Son,  his  Royal  Highness  Carl 
Johan,  Crown  Prince  of  Sweden,  and  Ge- 
neralissimo of  our  Military  Forces  by 
land  and  sea,  during  our  illness,  and  until 
we  shall  be  restored  to  health,  to  manage 
the  Government  in  our  name,  and  with  all 
the  rights  we  possess,  and  alone  to  sign 
and  issue  all  orders,  &c.  with  the  follow- 
ing motto  above  the  signature  : — "  During 
the  illness  of  my  most  gracious  King  and 
Lord,  and  agreeable  to  his  appointment." 
— However,  his  Royal  Highness  the  Crown 
Prince  must  not,  during  the  administration 
of  our  Royal  Power  and  Dignity,  create 
any  Nobleman,  Baron,  or  Count,  or  be- 
stow on  any  one  the  orders  of  Knight- 
hood. All  vacant  Offiees  of  State  can 
only  until  further  orders,  be  managed  by 
those  whom  tiis  Royal  Highness  shall  ap<- 
point  for  that  purpose, — We  rest  assured 
that  our  faithful  subjects  will  joyfully  re- 
ceive the  resolution  thus  taken  by  us, 
which  gives  an  unexceptionable  proof  of 
our  unlimited  confidence  in  our  well-be- 
loved son,  his  Royal  Highness  the  Cirown 
Prince,  and  of  the  sentiments  which  we 
have  always  entertained,  and  which  we 
never  shall  cease  but  with  our  life  to  en- 
tain  for  the  people,  the  government  of 
whom  Providence  has  confided  to  us.  This 
acrves  for  the  information  of  all  and  every- 
one concerned ;  In  further  testimony 
whereof  we  have  signed  these  presents 
and  caused  the  same  to  be  sanctioned  by 
our  Royal  seal. — Palace  of  Stockholm, 
March,  17,  1811. — Charles  (L.  S.)— Jas. 
Wetterstedt. 


V RAH ci..~— Neutral  Commerce. 

Paris,  Bee.  29.  On  the  25th  inst.  the  Mi- 
nister of  Finance  addressed  a  letter  to  Count 
de  Sussey,  the  Director  General  of  tlie  Cus- 
toms, which,  after  alluding  to  the  Communica- 
tion made  on  tlie  5th  of  August  to  General 
Armstrong,  the  Proclamation  of  Mr.  Maddi' 
son,  and  tJie  Letter  from  the  American  Treor 
sury  to  their  Custom-houses,  concludes  thus. 

His  Majesty,  Sir,  perceiving  in  tbesft 
two  documents  an  announcement  of  the 
measures  which  the  Americans  intend  to 
take  on  the  2d  of  February  next,  to  cause 
their  rights  to  be  respected,  has  ordered 
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me  to  make  known  to  you,  that  the  De- 
crees of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  not  to  be  ap- 
plied to  any  American  vessel  that  has  ar- 
rived in  our  ports  since  the  1st  of^ovt;m- 
ber,  or  that  shall,  in  future,  arriveiherein ; 
and  that  such  vessels  as  may  haye  been 
sequestrated,  on  the  ground  of  contraven- 
tion to  the  said  Decrees,  are  to  form  the 
subject  of  a  special  report.  On  the  2d  of 
February  I  shall  commaaicate  to  you  the 
intentions  of  the  Emperor,  as  to  the  defi- 
nitive measure  to  be  taken  for  distin- 
guishing and  favouring  the  American  na- 
vigation. 

Hamburgh,  Dec.  17. — Special  Council 
created  by  decree  of  the  I9th  October,  1810. 
Sitting  of  the  \^th  December. 

The  majority  of  the  Special  Council 
having  met,  it  was  represented  that  many 
merchants  and  traders  from  Holstein  had 
for  some  considerable  time  been  soliciting 
permission  to  make  fresh  declarations  of 
colonial  products,  the  entry  of  which  had 
been  lawful  by  Hamburgh.  These  mer- 
chants represented,  that  having  only  had 
the  said  products  consigned  to  them,  they 
were  not  able  to  know  in  time  the  inten- 
tions of  their  employers.  The  Council 
taking  thiscircumsiance  into  consideration, 
and  conjecturing  that  it  entered  into  the 
means  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  and 
King  to  facilitate  the  enjoyment  of  the 
favour  intended  by  his  decree  of  the  4th 
October,  1810,  was  of  opinion,  that  there 
should  be  granted  a  longer  time  for  the 
admission  of  their  declarations,  which  shall 
expire  on  the  31st  December,  ISlO. — 
Count  de  Compans.  The  General  of  Di- 
vision, Chief  oftht  General  Stuff,  Fresident 
qf  the  Special  Council. 


Prussia — Relative  to  the  Confiscation  of  all 
Ships  in  which  Colonial  Produce  and 
English  Merchandise  in  the  Ports  of  these 
Territories  have  been,  or  may  be,  intro- 
duced.    Berlin  \  9th  March. 

We,  Frederic,  William,  by  the  Grace 
of  God,  King  of  Prussia,  &c.— By  our 
Edict  of  the  28th  of  October  last,  have 
ordered  the  attachment  and  confiscation 
of  all  colonial,  and  other  merchandize, 
which  have  been  considered  English, 
under  the  Continental  System,  but  it  was 


not  determined  by  the  same  Edict  how 
the  ships  were  to  be  disposed  of  by  which 
such  goods  were  introduced  into  our  ter- 
ritories.— Yet  it  was  before  prohibited  by 
our  regulation  of  the  1  Ith  June,  1808, 
that  every  attempt,  at  any  sort  of  trade, 
with  England,  or  its  colonies,  should  ex- 
pose the  offender  to  the  penally  of  confis* 
cation  of  ship  and  cargo,  and  to  further 
severe  punishment.  The  same  penalties 
have  also  been  enacted  in  our  later  Edicts, 
in  which  we  expressed  our  full  determina- 
tion to  exert  all  our  power  for  the  com*- 
pletion  and  establishment  of  the  said  Con- 
tinental Systera.-^In  pursuance  of  this 
design,  we  Decree  and  Order  as  follows  : 
—Art.  1.  Any  ship  or  ships  wherever 
built,  and  to  whatever  nation  belonging, 
the  cargo  of  which  consists  of  what  has 
been  considered  the  produce  of  England, 
either  by  growth  or  manufacture,  must  in 
pursuance  of  the  Continerttal  System,  be 
seized  the  moment  it  reaches  our  har- 
bours, or  in  any  other  way  becomes  sub- 
ject to  our  jurisdiction — Art.  2.  The  pe- 
nalty of  confiscation  follows  such  seizure 
without  the  necessity  of  any  further  legal 
formality,  and  it  applies  to  all  ships  which 
are  now  in  our  ports,  the  cargoes  of  which 
have  been  conficated,  or  may  be  confis- 
cated under  our  edict  of  the  28th  Oc(. 
1810 — Arts.  Our  Privy  Counsellor  Hey^ 
debrech  is  commissioned  to  conduct  the 
public  sales  of  all  confiscations  made  under 
the  second  Article,  the  produce  of  which 

is  to  be  paid    into    our  'l'rea.sury.— Art.    4. 

the  persons  named  in  Article  seven  of  our 
Decree  of  the28th  October,  1810,  as  our 
Commissioners,  viz.  the  same  Privy  Coun- 
sellor Heydebrech,  the  Privy  Counsellor 
Kuster,  and  our  Privy  Counsellor  and 
Chief  Justice  Brunswick,  are  to  furnish,  if 
re(|uired,  to  the  Cqjtains  or  Owners  of 
the  ships  confiscated,  certificates  of  such 
confiscation — /\.rt  5  Tiie  same  Commis- 
sioners are  in  all  futute  cases  to  determine 
on  the  confiscation  of  ships,  by  which^ 
according  tothf  said  Continental  System, 
prohibited  tneichandize  may  be  conveyed 
to  our  dominions,  as  hitherto  they  havtf 
done,  with  regard  to  the  cargoes,  and  np 
appeal  is  10  be  made  from  their  decision. 
——Given  at  Berlin,  the  8ih  March,  1811. 

Frederick  William. 

Hardenuurch. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Portugal. — The  War. — TheboasliriRs, 
respecting  the  retreat  of  Massena,  have 
been  so  noisy,  that  there   was  not,   untii 

now,  any  hope  of  getting  a  hearing. 

The  use  I  shall  make  of  the  apparent  re- 
turn of  sober  sense  in  the  news-writers,  is, 
to  put  a  few  questions  to  them,  requesting 
them  to  have  the  goodness  to  bear  in  mind, 
that  it  is  an  answer  the  public  will  look 
for,  and  not  abuse  of  him  who  puts  the 

questions. You  say,  then,  gentlemen, 

that  the  French  General  has  run  axoay ; 
that  he  hsts  Jled  in  disgrace;  and  that  this 
flight  is  indicative  of  the  approaching 
tijtal  discomfiture  of  the  French  in  Por- 
tugal and  Spain,  and  of  the  utter   ruin  of 

their  cause. Now,  if  this  be  so,  what 

was  the  retreat  of  Lord  Talavera  last 
year  ?  Was  i!iat  running  away  ?  Did  he 
Jfec  m  disgrace  ?  And  was  his  flight  indica- 
tive of  the  total  ruin  of  our  cause  in  Por- 
tugal and  Spain  .'' Behind    cur   army 

Altneida  fell,  and  a  detachment  of  con- 
siderable force  were  beaten  out  of  another 
fortress  on  the  Coa.  The  reader  will  bear 
in  jnind  what  our  losses  were.  Have  the 
French  sustained  any  such  losses  in  tkcir 
retreat !  Have  they  suffered  more  than  our 
army  suffered  ?  Have  they  had  more,  or 
have  they  bad  less,  men  taken  prisoners, 
during  their  retreat,  than  we  had  during 

our  retreat  ? 1  should  like  to  have  an 

answer  to  these  questions  ;  but,  as  I  dare 
say  I  shall  not  get  it,  I  shall  proceed  to 
offer  such  observations  upon  the  new  a?- 
pect  of  affairs  in  Portugal  as  the  occasion 

seems  to  call  for. Massena  appears  to 

have  moved  out  of  his  quarters;  or,  in 
plain  tnglish,  to  have  retreated,  or  "  run 
"  aivai/,"  if  we  will  have  it  so,  not  because 
he  was  compelled  by  LoTiO  Talavera  or  any 
body  else;  but,  because  he  ckose  it,  from 
whatever  Inotive  his  choice  was  made. 
He  v/di.'&  not  attacked,  observe.  He  was  not 
even  annoyed  by  us.  Though  our  general 
had  been  receiving  reinforct  uents  and 
supplies  for  iiearly  five  mouths,  and 
though,  as  it  is  said,  &ll  the  country 
was  with  us ;  still  the  French  army 
kept  its  post  within  a  few  miles  of  our 
imjpenetrable  liLes,  during  the  whole  of 


th-it  time. What  did  Massena   retreat 

for,  then,  at  last  ?     Want   of  the  means  of 

feedinir  his  army. And,  is  it  not  a  sh;inie 

to  hear  peoplf-  t.Uk  of  other  motives  after 
the  nation  has  been  told,  for  ihe  hundredth 
lime,  that  the  French  were  starving,  and 
that,  four  months  before  they  began  their 
retreat,  they  were  eating  soup  made  of 
their  horses  ?  fs  it  not  a  scandal  to  hear 
people  now  pretend,  that  the  retreat  arose 
from  other  causes  than  those  of  a  want  of 

subsistence? And,    what,    then,    had 

our  commander  to  do  in  producing  this 
retreat?  He  did,  and,  1  believe  he  could 
do,  just  nothing  at  all  towards  the  effect- 
ing of  this  object.  The  country  was  eaten 
up ;  and  Massena  had  no  fleet  to  bring 
^lim  supplies ;  he  had  no  harbour  for 
American  merchantmen  to  enter,  and,  if 
he  had,  he  wouJd  have  had  no  Exchequer 
to  pay  five  or  six  dollars  for  a  bushel  of 
grain ;  he  had  no  thousands  of  tons  of 
shipping  employed  in  carrying  to  him. 
across  the  seas,  oats,  and  hay,  and  even 
litter  for  his  horses  ;  in  short,  so  far  from 
having  any  of  these  things,  so  far  from 
having  a  maritime  retinue  equal  in  number 
to  his  army,  if  we  include  the  hands 
employed  in  shipping  the  supplies ;  so 
far  from  this,  he  had  no  supplies  at  all, 
and,  be  it  borne  in  mind,  the  country, 
iiihen  he  entered  it,  was,  as  these  news- 
pape.'s  told  us,  laid  completely  waste,  by 
the  good  will  and  v/ishes  of  the  people 
themselves,  so  much  did  they  hate  him. 
In  a  country  thus  wasted  and  thus  hostile 
to  him  did  Massena  live  upon  mereybr^e, 
and  lie  in  front  of  our  army,  for  about  five 
months,  and,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  not 
having  another  meal  left,  and  not  being 
able  to  get  another,  did  he  march  off  un- 
inolested.'-——h  this  a  thing  for  us  to  boast 
of?  Is  this  a  thing  that  we  ought  to  be 
proud  of:  He  staid  till  the  roads  vvere 
pa3^able;  he  staid  till  he  could  drag  his 
wasrgons  and  cannons  along.  And,  why 
was  tie  suffered  to  stay  so  long  ?  Why 
was  he  not  attacked  before  the  loads  be- 
came  good    enough  for  him  to    go  upon 

them  ? ThtTe  might  be  good  reason  for 

this  ;  it  might  have  been  dangerous -to  at- 
tack him  ;  hut,  then,  it  must  be  confessedj 
that,  with  nieacfi  go  scanty,  he  must  have 
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performed  wonders  to  be  able  to  make  it 
unsafe  for  us    to  advance,   until   he  had 

made  so  much  progress  in  his  retreat. 

But,  let  us  revert  a  little  to  the  statements 
in  justification,  or  rather,  in  praise,  of  the 
conduct  of  Lord   Talavera,  during  the  last 

campaign. About  the  time  that  I  came 

to  Newgate,  he  had  our  army  and  that  of 
the  Portuguese  sixtj^  thousand  strong,  ready 
to  face  the  French  upon  the  frontiers  of  Por- 
tugal, his  main  object  being  to  defend  this 

country  against  the  French. Upon  the 

borders  of  Portugal  he  lay,  nhile  the 
French,  after  a  siege  of  some  weeks,  took 
the  Spanish  city  of  Rodrigo,  our  army 
being  at  a  Very  small  distance  from  the 
spot.  He  did  not  march  against  the 
French  (who  were  commanded  by  Mas- 
sena)  while  they  were  besieging  Rodrigo  ; 
nor  did  he  begin  bis  retreat  while  they 
were  engaged  in  that  work.  He  remained 
quiet  until  the  siege  was  over,  and  then, 
when  the  French  were  ready  to  follow 
him,  he  began  his  retreat,  proceeding 
farther  back  than  Almeida,  a  strong  fort- 
ress on  the .  frontiers  of  Portugal,  into 
▼.hich  he  put  a  garrison.  Here  again 
the  French  besieged  the  place,  and  he  re- 
mained in  his  position  while  thev  were 
about  it,  setting  off  again  upon  his  retreat 
ihe  moment  they  secured  their  rear  and  v^cre 
quite  prepared  to  folloiv  him. — . — The  fight 
then  became  a  chace,  as  vfe  must  all  well 
remember,  and  as  v.'as  tco  flagrant  to  be 
denied,  even  by  the  venal  prints  them- 
selves. How  this  retreat  \vas  condwcted, 
whzX,  neio  poaitions  were  taken  up,  how  our 
commander  ^««_tf  hack  hii  Jiank  here ,  and 
advanced  upon  his  rear  there;  how  many 
successful  battles  he  had  with  the  enemy 
besides  the  grand  one,  ending  in  my  fa- 
vourite victory^  I  mean  that  of  Busaco; 
these  we  will  not  and  nted  not  refer  to  in 
detail.  But,  this  the  reader  v.  ill,  I  am 
sure,  remember,  that,  when  the  Viscount 
arrived  at  Torres  Vedray,  we  were  told,  that 
the  foregone  movements  were  not  to  be 
called  a  running  away,  a  flight,  nor  even  a 
retreat.  That  neither  of  these  terms  were 
applicable  to  his  operations;    but,   that 

be   had   succeeded  in    ; what  ? 

Why,  in  draxoing  Massena  after  him. 
It  was  stoutly  denied,  that  he  had  gone 
before  the  French  from  fear,  or  from  ne- 
cessity of  any  sort.  The  venal  gentlemen 
alj  a^serte.-',  that  he  Xv^O,  CLon^ precisely  veh-at 
he  wished  to  do";  that  iie  had,  from  the  he- 
winning  of  the  campaign,  laid  a  plan  for 
♦iravving  llie  Prench  to  Torres  Vedras  ; 
^hat  liiat  ^vas  the  very  s^r^ot  he  had  fixed 


whereon  to  fight  Massena;  that  Massena, 
in  having  followed  him,  had  fallen  into  <r 
trap;    and   that  Talavera  tow^Afrf  at  him. 

The  render  will  correct  me,  if  this  be 

not  true.  But,  I  am  persuaded,  that  he 
will  allow,  that  I  have  not  exaggerated, 
or  misrepresented,  in  the  smallest  degree. 

Now,  either  this  was  true,  or  it  was 

not ;  either  Lord  Talavera  did  rim  away, 
or  he  drew  Massena  after  him.  Let  us, 
then,  first  take  the  venal  tribe  at  their 
word,  and  admit  that  the  latter  was  the 
case.!  He  drew  Massena  after  him^  he 
intended  to  bring  the  French,  or  rather, 
to  fetch  them,  to  Torres  Vedras,  across  the 
whole  of  that  kingdom  which  he  wished 
to  defend  against  them  and  to  protect  from 
their  ravages.  Curious  enough  ;  but,  this 
he  intended  to  do  ;  from  the  out-aet  of  the 
campaign,  he  laid  a  plan  for  doing  it :  he 
accomplished  his  plan ;  he  succeeded  in 
drawing  the  French  to  the  very  spot,  on 
which  he  was  resolved  to  fight  them." 
Well !  and  what  then  r  This  is  what  all 
the  venal  told  us.      But,  what  then  ?    Did 

\\Q  fight  the  French  there  ?  No. Well ; 

but,  having  got  them  into  a  trap  he  kept 
them  there,  to  be  sure  ?  No  ;  not  that 
either?  What  then  ?  He  surely  did  not 
let  them  gel  out  of  the  trap  without  doing 
an\'  thing  to  them  ?  He  kept  them,  to  be 
sure,  like  a  Badger  or  a  Bag-Fox  to  have 
some  fun  with  them ;  and  when  he  did 
let  them  out,  he  took  care  to  overtake 
thorn  in  time,  and  to  be  in  at  the  death  ?  . 
No.  They  lay  in  the  trap  for  a  whole 
winter,  without  being  molested,  without 
having  an  ear  cropped  or  a  tail  burnt ; 
and,  at  last,  out  they  went  without  any- 
one's knowing  of  it  for  some  time.--  - 
This  was  an  odd  way  of  catching  people 

in  a  trap. Now,   if  the  French  were 

drawn  to  Torres  Vedras ;  if  that  was  the 
spot  destined  for  tlie  defeat,  why  were 
they  not  (ie/efl/ed  there ;  or,  at  any  rate, 
why  were  they  not  there  attacked  ?  Tala- 
vera had  every  thing  about  him.  Provi- 
sions, the  City  of  Lisbon,  the  fleet ;  every 
thing.  Lines  three  deep,  a  thousand  pieces 
of  cannon.  Wh}%  then,  did  he  not  attack 
the  French,  after  having  drawn  them  after 
him,  for  the  express  purpose  of  fighting 
them  there  ?  Why  did  he  suller  them  to 
go  out  of  the  trap  alive,  or,  at  the  very 
leriSt,  without  setting  his  mark  upon  them, 
and  making  sure  of  their  final  destruction  ? 
Vv'liy  did  he  let  them  go  away  again  to 
the  frontiers  of  Portugal ;  uby  did  he  let 
them  go  back  to  their  fastnesses^;  why  did 
he  let  them  go  to  the  very  spot  where  b« 
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first  found  them,  whence  he  drew  them  all, 
across  Portugal  after  him,  and  which 
drawing  cost  such  horrible  devastations  to 
the  country  that  it  was  his  business,  and, 
doubtless,  his  wish  to  protect  ?  In  July 
last  both  armies  were  nearly  upon  the  spot 
that  they  are  now  upon  ;  but,  how  is  For- 
tu'^al  changed  ?  What  is  now  the  lot  of  the 

People   of  that  miserable   count-y  ? 

Am  I  told,  that  this  draining  nfitr  was  a 
mere  invention  of  our  venal  news -writers, 
in  order  to  make  their  court  to  the  family 
of  the  Commander  ;  am  I  told,  that  he 
himself  never  said,  that  he  went  away  be- 
fore the  French  from  choice;  am  I  told, 
that  his  retreat  was  from  necessity  ?  My 
answer  is,  that  he  never  has,  as  far  as  1 
know,  talked  about  this  drawing  of  the 
French  after  him.  I  find,  in  none  of  his 
dispatches,  words  of  that  meaning.  But, 
to  our  point  at  issue  that  signifies  nothing 
at  all.  His  literary  eulogists  asserted  this. 
They  held  this  forth  to  the  country.  It 
was  sucked  down  by  the  credulous  part  ol 
the  people;  and  affected  to  be  believed  by 
the  full-blooded  Anti-jacobins,  who  were 
Bot  deceived   but  who  wished  to  aid   in 

propagating  the  deception. And,  it  is 

worth  observing  here,  what  a  plight  silly 
lying  eulogists  sometimes  put  a  man  in. 
Nothing  can  be  more  disadvantageous  to 
Talavera  than  the  idea  of  the  trap,  and  the 
drawing  plan;  for,  what  has  he,  then, 
done  ?  why,  he  has  succeeded  in  a  plan  of 
getting  the  French  into  a  trap,  and  then 
he  lets  them  out  without  hurling  them  ; 
and,  this  he  does,  too,  observe,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  all  the  horrid  devastations  that 
are  said  to  have  taken  place  in  Portugal, 
that  is,  in  the  country  which  he  was  sent 

to  'protect. To  believe  this  of  him  is  to 

believe  the  worst  of  hjm  that  a  man  can 
believe.  If  we  believe  this,  we  murt  be- 
lieve, that  his  wish  was  to  be  a  scourge  (o 
Portugal,  or  that  he  really  is  no  more  fit 
to  plan  and  conduct  a  campaign  than  a 
baby  two  months  old.  This  is  what  we 
must  believe  of  him,  if  we  believe  what 
was  said  by  his  eulogists  about  the  draiving 

after  and   the  trap. This,   however,  is 

what  neither  I  nor  any  man  of  sense  does, 
or  can,  believe.  But,  then,  we  must,  on 
the  other  hand,  believe,  that  his  retreat 
■was  not  a  matter  of  choice ;  that,  from  some 
cause,  to  us  (or  to  me,  at  least,  unknown) 
he  did  not  think  proper  to  attack  or  to  wait 
the  attack  of,  the  French  upon  the  fronticMs 
•  of  Portugal  last  year ;  and  that  his  re- 
treat, like  other  retreats,  was,  of  course,  to 
^be  regarded,  as  a  proof  of  conscious  uia- 


biiity  to  contend  with  the  enemy;  or/ in 
other  words,  as  a  proof  of  fear  of  being 
beaten  in.  a  battle  with  that  enemy.  ■■  Pdt  it 
thus,  and  all  that  has  followj-d  is  natural 
enough  ;  all  that  has  followed  might  have 
been  expected,  except  the  sudden  retreat 
of  the  French}  which,  in  the  case  here  sup- 
posed, really  reflectshonourupon  Talavera, 
who,  has,  by  some  means,  or  other,  gained 
strength  and  confidence,  while  the  enemy 
has  lost  both.  Suppose  him,  as  I  do,  ti.> 
have  been  obliged  to  retreat  before  the 
French  last  year;  suppose  this,  and  then 
the  recent  change  is  a  thing  to  praise  him 
for  ;  but,  if  you  maintain  the  notion  of  a 
trap,  you  then  make  the  recent  change  ii\ 
the  situation  of  the  armies,  or  matter  of 

blame  to   our  commander. Aye,  but, 

then,  these  literary  parasites  see  several 
great  inconveniences  in  giving  up  the 
drawing  after  and  the  trap  idea.  For,  in 
the  first  place,  how  came  it  to  pass  that  Ta- 
lavera, whose  business  it  was  to  defend 
Portugal  against  the  French,  was  unable  to 
face  them  upon  the  frontiers  of  that 
country  ?  Either  he  wanted  men  or  sup» 
plies,  or  his  army  was  not  such  an  one  as 
he  could  place  confidence  in,  or,  he  did 
not  choose  to  run  any  risk  in  battle  himself. 
Now,  either  of  these  would  not  have 
suited  the  purpose  of  the. venal  men  ;  and, 
therefore,  they  resorted  to  the  assertion, 
that  his  retreat  before  the  French  was  a 
premeditated  thing  j  that  it  made  part  of 
the  plan  of  the  campaign  ;  that  it  was  a 
thing,  not  only  to  be  expected  but  ap- 
plauded ;  a  thing  not  to  regret,  but  to  re- 
ioice at :    and,  accordingly,  rejoice  we  did 

most  boisterously. But,  on  the  other 

hand,  these  venal  personages  did  not  seem 
to  perceive  that  a  difficulty  might  arise  out 
of  the  notion,  which  they  had  so  success- 
fully propagated.  They  did  not  perceive, 
that  it  was  possible  for  the  French  to  be  in 
retreat  before  us  ;  and,  that,  whenever  this 
should  happen  it  would  he  very  difficult 
to  make  out  a  clear  distinction,  and  to 
perf;uade  people  of  any  sense  at  all,  that 
it  was  not  drawing  after  in  one  case  as  well 
as  in  the  other. — — We  now  hear  nothing 
said  about  Jraitm^'  after '\nto  a  trap;  yet, 
the  trap  work  is,  to  say  the  least,  now  as 
likely  to  be  in  the  rievv  of  Massena 
as  it  was  in  the  view  of  Talavera  last 
year.  Why  should  the  French  be  sup- 
posed to  flee  from  motives  of  fear  any 
more  than  us  ?  The  French^  are  going 
away,  or  have  gone  away  before  Tala- 
vera ;  well,  and  he  went  away  beford 
them.  It  is  on!v  turn  and  tura  ebout. 
2L  2  ' 
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He  drew  the  French  after  him  ;  well,  and 
the  French  are  now  drawing  him  after 
them.  He  got  the  French  into  a  trap  ; 
well,  and  the  French  have  now  got  him 
into  a  trap.  He  can  come  away,  perhaps, 
Vhen  he  will,  without  being  hurt  by  the 
French  ;  well,  and  have  irot  the  French 
gone  away  ^without  being  hurt  by  him  ? 
The  trap  that  he  is  in,  is  in  fact,  we  shall 
be  told,  no  trap  at  all,  aiid  that  those  who 
have  got  him  in  cannot  touch  a  hair  of 
him  ;  well,  and  is  not  this  just  such  a  trap 
as  he  got  the  French  into?  he  laughed, 
laughed  heartily  at  Massena  for  having 
followed  him  ;  well,  and  will  not  Massena 

now  laugh  at  Talavera  in  his  tm-n  ? It 

is  irajiossible  to    get  out  of  this.     If  we 
change  the   nieanuig  of  words,  the   new 
meaning  will  be  applied  on  the  one  side  as 
weJl  as  on  the  other.    If  Talavera's  w  as  not 
a  retreat,  neither  is  Massena's.    "  What  is 
"sauce  for  the  goose,"  says  the  proverb,  "  is 
*'  saute  for  the  gander.'  And  thus,  if  we  in- 
sist upon  the  interpretation  and  construction 
of  tlie  vtiwl  men,  relative  to  the  movements 
of  Talavera,  hst  year,  we  must  now  deny, 
that  the  retreat  of  Massena  indicates  an}' 
dismay,   or   any  ill-boding,    or,   indeed, 
any  thing  but  ,a  hat  is  of  the  most  prosper- 
ous nature;  and,  in  short,  we  ought  to  look 
upon  the  news  of  his  retreat  as  being  had  in- 
stead Osgood  ;  a  subject  of  lantentation,  in- 
stead of  a  subject  of  joy. — ■ — The  principal 
point,  however,  connected  with  this  ques- 
tion  of  a  retreat   or  a   drawing  after ,   is, 
the  miseries,  to  which  these   movements, 
on  both  sides,  have  exposed  the  people  of 
Portugal,    whom    to  protect    against   the 
French  was  the  business  of  Talavera,  and 
whom  to  deliver  from  the  English  was  the 
professed   object  of  Massena.      Of  these 
miseries  during  the  last  year's  campaign 
we  heard   enough;  and,' I  am  sure  that 
the  reader   will  bear  in  mind,  that  our 
Tenal  men  informed  us,  that  the  xdiole  of 
the  country,  through  which  the  Fiiench  had 
to  follow  our  army,  they  found  laid  icnste; 
that  they  found  all  the  means  of  comfort 
and  subsistence  and  even  of  shelter,  anni- 
hilated ;    that  the    barns  and   mills  and 
cornfields  were  burnt,  that  the  cattle  were 
slaughtered,    that    the   olive   plantations 
were  cut  down,  that  the  household  goods 
were   burnt   or   thrown   into   rivers,  and 
that,  in  short,  all  that  could  not  be  earned 
away  was  destroyed  before  the  French  came 
np,  in  order  that  the  country  might  be 
left  desolate  and  that  they  might  be-nn- 

ahle  to  exist  in  it. Stop,  reader  I  Dors 

it  not  occur  to  vouj  that  this  w:tS  an  odd 


^ort  of  way  of  going  to  work  to  draw  the 
French  after  us  ?  I  think  I  see  you  smile, 
and  hear  you  observe,  that  when  we  want 
to  entice  any  person  of  any  animal  to  a 
certain  place,  we  invariably  ra)iove,  as  far 
as  we  can,  all  the  obstacles  that  nature, 
or  art,  has  put  in  the  way.  When  sharpers 
and  harlots  wish  to  inveigle  a  cull  into 
their  garrets  or  cellars,  they  do  not  lock 
the  door  in  his  face.  When,  to  come 
nearer  the  favourite  idea,  we  wish  to  c-atch 
birds  in  a  trap,  so  far  are  we  from  erect- 
ing obstacles  and  presenting  starvatiorr  to 
their  view,  thai,  we  take  case  to  make  thi 
course  clear,  and  actually  carry  to  live 
spot,  and  scatter  along  the  way,  an  ai^nad-: 
ance  of  that  food  which  tliey  are;  known 
to  like  best.  This  is  what  we  do  v«hen 
we  wish  to  draw  things  after  "us*^'  'We 
draw  foxes  to  a  pit-full,  or  a  trap,- by  the 
means  of  a  trail,  composed  of  some  article 
of  the  food  of  that  brave  and  sagacious 
animal  ;  and  certainly  never  dreaih  of 
attracung  them  by  a  destruction  or  re- 
moval of  every   thing    that  i»  likely  to 

entice  them. So  that,  if  what  the  venal 

men  told  us  was  true  ;  if  it  was  the  design 
of  Lord  Talavera  to  draw  the  French 
after  him,  he  went  to  work  in  a  way 
against  which  both  nature  and  reason  set 

their  faces. -To   return    row  to   the 

miseries  brought  upon  the  Portuguese, 
we  have  seen  what  they  were  last  year, 
when  the  French  were  coming  after  us ; 
and  now  let  us  tske  a  look  at  what  they 
have  experienced  while  we  are  going  after 

the  P'rench. It  was  from  our  own  venal 

prints  that  we  got  thq  description  then,  and, 
h-om  the  same  source  will  we  take  it  now. 
■  '  I  am  about  to  quote  from  the  Courier 
news-paper  of  the  l6th  instnnt,  which 
gives  the  following  extracts  from  letters, 
written,  it  is  said,  by  officers  in  our  army. 

"  LrsnoN,  .'ioth' March  181  1. — To  re- 

"  vert  back  to  the  sudden  movement  of  the 
"  French.  I  had  been  for  weeks  in  view 
"  of  ^>antarem,  and  saw  at  last  with  plea- 
"  sure,  some  indications  of  their  abandon- 
"  ing  if.  The  first  was,  settingfire  to  on^ 
"  of  the  principal  convents  in  the  upper 
"  town,  and  part  of  the  lower  town;  the 
"  volume  of  smoke  was  immense  for  three 
"  days.  On  the  fourth  morning  some  in- 
"  formation  to  depend  on,  reached  us,  and 
"  the  bugle  of  attack  roused  us  from  our 
"  pillows.  The  haze  of  the  morningclear- 
'f  ing  up,  we  could  easily  perceive  the  out- 
"  centinela  were  men  of  straw,  and  proved 
"  quite  passive.  In  fact,  a  better  managed 
"  retreat  was  never  executed. — Not  a  ves* 
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•i^,  tige  of  a  dollar's  worth  remained.  Being 
■^  at  the  outposts  with  the  14th  Dragoons 
♦^..and   Lst  Royals,  I  entered   with   them  ; 

-  ^  and  three  miserable  deserters,  who  had 

'   fj,hid  themselves,  were,  with  one  too  ill  to- 
t{,move,   the   only    enemy    to    be    found. 

-  <«/.Such  a  oceue  of  horror,  misery.,  and  de- 
^*  solation,  scarce  ever  saluted   the  eye  of 

•f  man,  Smokitig  ruins — the  accumulated 
«'  filth  of  months — horses  and  human  bodies 
"  putrid,  to  sutibcalion  nearly,  caused  to 
<'  many  a  vomiting.  The  houses  unburnt, 
«'  with  scarcely  a  vestige  of  wood,  doors, 
«'  windows,  ceiliugs,  roofs  burnt — and 
**  where  the  sick  had  expired,  there  lefc  to 
"  decay.  The  number  left  was  great. 
*'  Every  church  demolished — the  tombs 
"  opened  for  searching  after  hidden  plate 
"  — every  altar-piece  universally  destroy- 
«'  ed — and  the  effluvia  so  offensive,  as  to 
"  defy  describing  !  In  some  gardens,  the 
"  miserable  heads  undeeayed,  stuck  up 
«'  like  scarecrows — in  some  wells,  a  body 
«'  floating. — Down  a  precipice,  to  which 
"  i.ve  were  invited  by  prospect  to  look,  the 
*'  human  and  the  animal  carcases,  mingled 
,f'  in  decay^  repulsed  our  senses,  and  shud- 
■f'  daringly  vibrated  the  soul  at  the  savage, 
"  horrible,  diabolical  acts  of  a  French 
"  army.  I  must  here  notice  one  grand 
*/  precaution.     The  hospital  was  guarded 

f  *<  immediately  from  entrance  ;  and  I  be- 
*\  lieve  no  serious  illness  proceeded  from 

..vthe  abominable  situation  in  which  the 
"  French  left  it.  From  this  place,  a  short 
"  rest  obtained,  we  rode,  pressing  hard 
•*  upon  them,  by  the  goodness  of  our  cat- 
«*  tie,  and  the  animation  of  our  men,  who 
*'  were  delighted  to  chace  the  RUN- 
"  AW  AYS.  Greater  spirits,  better  disci- 
"  pline,  and  more  order,  never  attended  an 
"  army  than  this.  The  French,  to  con- 
"  fuse  our  plans,  had  marched  in  three 
"  columns  from  Santarem.  Two  were 
,5'  immediately  followed.  But  no  mode  or 
-"  means  were  sufficient  to  bring  them  to 
•*  battle.  Skirmishing  was  continued,  and 
"  prisoners  continually  sent  to  the  rear  ; 
.^'  until  we  reached  Pombal,  where  Mas- 
*'  sena  seeing  himself  so  CLOSELY  RUN, 
"  halted  ;  and  by  position  kept  us  in  check, 
*'  until  his  baggage  had  advanced  further  in 
"security.  We  were  here  all  ready  for 
«  attack,  and  waited  for  the  morning;  but 
*«  the  French  politely  withdrew  in  the 
*'  night,  and  we  complimented  them  with 
"  our  attendance  on  the  following  day.  On 
*'  the  Ceira  river,  we  had  another  facing, 
"  but  after  some  hard  firing,  our  dragoons 
''  got  to  their  rear^  and  they  surrendered  j 
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"nearly  the  whole  regiment.— Tht'se^ I- 
"had  to  forward,  and  saw   little  more  of 

"  fighting But  to  see  the  country,  is  to 

"  weep  for  the  horrors  of  war.  Such 
"  horrid  excesses  I  never  saw  before. 
"  Every  town,  village,  or  cottage,  de'- 
"  stroyed.  Tb<?  growing  nursery  and  the 
"  wild  grove,  each  havocked  for  destruc- 
"  tion  sake*  The  pot  that  refined  the  oil, 
"  broken — the  wine-press  burnt,  for  burn- 
"  ing's  sake — the  grape-vines  destroyed, 
'*  as  noxious  weeds — the  furniture  unburnt, 
"  tlnown  from  the  windows,  and  with  car- 
"  riage,  &c.  made  a  bonfire  of;  the  huge 
"  libraries  strewed  over  the  land  in  rem- 
"  nants  of  paper;  the  noble  convent  in 
"  ashes,  and  the  poor,  unhappy,  aged  in- 
"  habitants,  unable  to  flee,  hung  around  as 
"  ornamenting  the  walls, — ten,  twelve,  in 
"  a  place.  To  bear  the  semblance  of  a 
"  female,  was  to  be  tortured — to  be  an 
"  infant,  to  be  a  sacrifice.  One  cir- 
"  cumstance,  almost  beyond  credibility 
"  to  be  committed  by  human  being-s 
"  in  the  heart  of  Europe,  and  the  nine- 
•*  teenth  century  :  A  convent  of  eleven 
"  nuns,  and  two  priests,  were  escaping 
"  in  a  boat ; — unhappily  they  were  too 
"  late  ;  and  overtaken  near  Villa  Franca, 
"  the  priests  were  one  shot  and  one  drown- 
"  ed.  One  only  of  the  nuns  was  young  j 
"  — she  was  instantly  violat*;d,  as  well  a* 
"  the  rest ;  and  the  great  age  of  Q5,  was 
"  no  defence  against  these  savages.  These 
"  verj?^  nuns  were  thus  treated  successive- 
"  ly  by  numbers,  and  confined  until  dis- 
"  ease  made  them  loathsome  to  the  helU 
"  hounds  themselves.  When  a  flag  of 
"  truce  introduced  them  to  us,  the  sight 
"  was  most  shocking.  Every  one  tried  to 
"  comfort  them.  And  to  the  immortal 
"  credit  of  Commissary  Aylmer,  they 
"  were  conducted  from  Valada,  by  water. 
"  with  all  the  comfort  and  consolation 
"  that  war  and  situation  could  possibly 
"  give.— A  thousand  more  like  these  I 
'•'  could  recount. — No  age — no  rank — no 
"  asylum — met  respect.  In  one  convent, 
"  I  found  three  unfortunate  females,  70  to 
"  80  years  old.  They  were  literally  naked, 
"  as  on  entering  the  world,  striving  to 
"  conceal  themselves  under  some  rushes 
"  and  straw. — O  glorious  happ}'"  England  ! 
"  how  blest  to  be  free  of  this  ! — Adieu, 
"  for  the  present,  &;c.  &c. — Thousands 
"  have  famished  from  hunger  and  disease, 
'•  while  we  ari*  daily  discovering  wretched 
"  objects  at  the  last  gasp  from  the  same 
"  causes.  A  physician  of  great  activity 
*«  and  huinanity,  with  ths  Military  Com 
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*^  niandiint  of  Obidos,  merit  (he  gratitude 
"of  their  countrymen.  150  people  died 
"  in  two  days'  at  Caidas,  and  that  the 
"deaths  proceeded  chiefly  from  want,  is 
"  proved  by  the  coilectine;  the  unfortunate 
*'  people  the  next  day — Tlie.  dtalhs  were^ 
"  rcdurcd  to  20,  and  yesterday  the  21st, 
"  of  500,  the  deaths  did  not  exceed  8. — 
*'  One  example  will  speak  more  than  a 
"  pag<^ — from  one  hovel  vvas  withdrawn 
"  the  father,  mother,  son,  and  daughter, 
"  dead, — ^n  infant  child  had  yet  survived 
"  this  scene  oi"  horror — though  with  vjcrms 
"  t,f  three  or  four  inches' in  length,  craivling 
'''  in  its  Jlcm — the  child  will  be  saved — in- 
"  fant  children  who  have  lost  their  pa- 
"  rents,  and  Wretched  parents  who  liave 
^'  los't  their  chihlren— "A-ives  their  has- 
*'  bands,  and  husbands  their  wives  ;  and 
"  now  expiring  themselves,  if  not  saved 
"  by  the  late  providence  of  Government, 
"  fill  the  hospitals  ;  bat  when  recovered 
*' «— how  are  they  to  reach  their  homes  and 
*'  subsist,  till  the   lands   produce  again  !" 

This  infant  child  living,  and  likely  to 

live,  though  with  ivoivns,  three  or  four 
inches  long,  in  its  jlesh,  is  a  little  too  much 
for  even  the  fool  part  of  the  Anti-Jacobins 
to  swallow.  The  knavepart  will  laugh  in 
their  sleeve  at  it ;  but,  it  is,  I  think,  a 
little  too  gross  even  for  the  fool  part. — 
However,  not  to  occupy  our  time  with  dis- 
putes about  premises  that  never  can  be  satis- 
factorily adjusted,  let  us  admit  all  that  is  here 
asserted  to-  be  true.  I  dare  say,  that  much 
t)f  it  is  literally  true  ;  and,  that,  though 
there  are,  without  doubt,  some  exaggera- 
tions, there  are,  on  the  other  hand,  many 
actsand  scenes,  which,  I  dare  say,  would 
beggar  all  description,  and  would  set  at  de- 
fiance the    most  eloquent  pen  or  tongue 

that  ever  moved. At  any   rale,  let  us 

suppose,  that  all  that  is  here  said  is  true ; 
and  then,  let  us  cndeavoiir  to  make  a  just 
estimate  of  it,  in  order  to  ascertain,  if  we 
can,  what  eiFect  the  -committing  of  these 
horrible  cruelties  will  have  upon  the 
J^ortuguese,  and  how  far  the  c^.use  of  our 
arms  is  thereby  likely  to  be  aided.  For, 
as  to  an  estimate  of  fliese  acts,  in  any  other 
way,  it  would  be  perfectly  useless  to  any 
inr.n  who  does,  or  any  one  who  does  not, 
hold  them  in  horror.  The  former  could 
not  think  worse  of  the  cause  of  them 
that)  he  already  does,  and   the   latter  can 

Ivave   no  feeling   at  all.- In   order   to 

form  an  opinion  as  to  wijat  is  likely  to  be 
the  eflects  of  these  deva.stakions  upon  the 
minds  of  men  in  Portugal,  we  must  con- 
sider how  far  devastation  became  neces- 


sary to  self-preservation  with  the  French. 
When  Lord  Talavera  went  away  before 
the  French,  the  latter,  as  we  have  said 
above,_  found  the  country  completely  laid 
waste  before  them;  and  it  will  be  borne  in 
mind,  that  Massena,  in  a  proclamation  to 
tiie  Poituguese,  spoke  of  this  in  tnms  of 
the  greatest  horror,  and  that  our  venal  prints 
laughed  at  him,  and  not  only  justified 
most  iaily,  but  loudly  applaudedihe  devas-  . 
tations  and  destructions  tliat  then  took 
place.——  Now,  what  is  to  prevent  the 
French  fiora  justifying  and  applauding 
what  they  have  done  ?  Are  the  cases  d/f' 
ferent  ?  Hovv  do  they  differ.?  "  Why,  the 
"  devastations  of  last  year  were  for  the 
"  good  cf  the  Portuguese,  find  those  of 
"  this  year  are  for  their  harm."  If  the 
French  were  asked  the  cjuestion  of  dif- 
ference, their  ansv.er  would   be   precisely 

the  contrary. But  the   devastations  of 

last  year  were  committed  by  the  friends  of 
the  Portuguese,  this  year  they  are  com- 
mitted by  their  enemies. —  Unhappy  peo- 
ple !  Both  friends  and  enemies  find  it 
necessary  to  lay  waste  your  country;  or, 
at  least,  lay  it  waste  they  do  ;  and,  whether 
the  thing  is  pleasanter  for  coming  froiii 
the  hands  of  a  friend  I   must  leave   the 

reader  to  judge. We  are  told    In    the 

above  extracts,  and,  indeed,  in  all  the 
publications  upon  the  subject,  that  the 
French  ran  aivay  upon  this  last  occasion. 
We  are  not  told  about  drawing  after.  They 
have  run  avjuy  in  disgrace  ?  Their  retreat 
has  been  called  a  disgraceful  flight.  The 
whole  account  places  them  in  a  state  of 
constant  and  imminent  peril.  In  this 
state  it  is  that  they  have  devastated  the 
country,  destroyed  every  thing  they  could 
regard  as  likely  to  be  useful  to  their  pur- 
suers, laid  all  waste,  made  their  route  a 
scene  of  havock. This  is  very  ter- 
rible; but,  must  not  the  Portuguese 
have  naturally  expected  it,  when  they 
saw  the  country,  last  year,  laid  waste  be- 
fore the  French  }  And,  observe,  too,  that, 
if  what  our  venal  men  told  us  was 
true,  the  devastations  were  then  not  neces- 
sary to  self-preservation;  for,  we  were  not 
running  uvoay  ;  we  were  not  engaged  in  a 
disgraceful  flight.  Kay,  if  what  these  venal 
men  told  us  was  true,  the  retreat,  or  draw- 
ing, of  Lord  Talavera  was  apian,  maturely 
laid  froni  the  outset  of  the  campaign;  and, 
as  the  devastations  accompanied  the  draw- 
ing, they  also,  upon  the  supposition  of  its 
being  a  plan,  made  part  of  that  plan;  the 
devastations  were  contrived  beforehand  as 
well  as  the  trap  at  Torres  Vedras.— —  At 
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any  rate,  if  we  did  not  run  axvay,  if  we 
were  not  compelled  to  retreat,  if  we  were 
in  no  fear  of  the  pursuers,  as  the  venal 
have  always  asserted  ;  i(  this  was  so,  the 
devastations  which  then  took  place  had 
not  self-preservation  to  plead  for  them  ; 
and,  if  what  we  are  now  told  by  the  same 
persons  be  true,  if  the  French  be  so  closely 
pressed,  if  they  be  in  fear  of  their  lives  of 
us,  self-preservation  will  certainly  put  in 
a  word  for  them,  as  f^ir  as  the  devastations 
were  calculated  to  retard  the  progress  of 

their  dreaded  pursuers. We  were  told, 

indeed,  that  the  devastations  of  last  year 
were  committed  with  the  entire  consent 
and  approbation  of  the  Portuguese,  and, 
indeed,  with  the  assistance  of  the  owners 
and  inhabitants,  who  were,  we  were  told, 
more  eager  than  our  army  to  lay  waste 
their  country.  Now,  if  this  was  true,  the 
French  must  have  been  fully  convinced  of 
one  of  two  things  :  either  that  the  laying 
waste  of  the  country  was  a  matter  not 
very  painful  to  the  people  ;  or,  that  the 
people  bore  them  so  mortal  a  hatred  as  to 
prefer  death  by  starvation  to  the  possibi- 
lity of  affording  them  any  aid  or  comfort ; 
either  of  which  conclusions  was  not  very 
well  calculated  to  make  the  French  ex- 
tremely   sparing   when   it   became  their 

turn  to  devastate   and  lay  waste.— We 

are  told,  that  the  French  have  committed 
great  cruelties  and  excesses,  such  as  our 
army  never  comoHtted.  It  is  very  likely, 
they  have ;  and,  I  trust,  that  our  army 
never  will,  in  this  respect,  become  their 
imitators.  Nothing  can  justify,  or  palliate, 
cruelty,  at  any  time,  or  in  any  case,  or  by 
any  body;  and,  the  cutting  off  of  ears 
and  the  splitting  of  noses  by  the  French 
in  Portugal  are  not  to  be  justified  any 
more  than  the  same  crueltiesby  theJudges 
of  the  Court  of  Star-Chamber  in  England, 
who  used  to  cut  and  hack  and  burn,  as  if 
they  had  been  the  agents  of  the  infernal 
regions,  and  who  would  not  want  for  meil 
to  supply  their  place,  if  the  enemies  of 
public  freedom  could  have  their  will 


These  acts  of  cruelty  should  be  left  to 
such  men,  and  should  not  be  practised  by 
soldiers.  They  are  suitable  to  the  cha- 
racter of  Star-Chamber  Judges  ;     but  arc 

disgraceful   to  the  name  of  soldier. 

Still,  however,  we  must  bear  in  mind,  that, 
as  we  have  all  along  been  assured,  the 
Portuguese  do  mortally  hate  the  French  ; 
that  all  the  people  in  the  country  are  hos- 
tile to  them  ;  that  they  are  in  an  enemy's 
country  ;  and,  the  reader  will  not  forget, 
tluit,  during  the  last  caoapaign,  our  Tenal 


men  told  us,  that,  such  was  the  hatred  of 
the  Portuguese  to  the  French,  the  former, 
when  they  caught  one  of  the  latter  m«- 
arwcc?, INSTANTLY  CUT  HIS  THROAT, 
and  that  Lord  Talavera  was  obliged  to 
issue  a  prcclamation  to  threaten  with  death 
those  who  should  continue  in  such  prac- 
tices. This  the  reader  will  not  fail  to  re- 
member ;  and,  if  it  was  true,  the  alledged 
cruelties  of  the  French  are  less  to  be  won- 
dered at,  though,  even  in  that  case,  not 
less  to  be  abhorred. Now,  from  a  re- 
view of  all  that  has  passed,  with  regard  to 
devastations  and  cruelties,  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  those  alledged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted by  the  French  will  not  produce 
the  effect  that  is  expected  from  them. 
They  are  calculated  to  excite  horror ; 
but  Portugal  has  supped  of  horrors.  The 
minds  of  the  people  have  little  to  do  with 
the  matter.  Force,  sheer  compulsion 
will,  in  the  end,  prevail.  There  are 
two  armies  contending  for  the  posses- 
sion of  the  country  ;  andj  I  am  much 
disposed  to  believe,  that,  any  further 
than  the  parties  can  pay  them,  the  people 

will  remain  indifferent  spectators.-^ As 

to  iha  future  operations  of  the  two  hostile 
armies,  1  shall  give  no  opinion.  I  hope 
that,  wherever  Englishmen  are  engaged 
with  the  enemies  of  England,  they  vvill  be- 
victorious  ;  and  I  hope,  of  course,  that  the 
war  in  Portugal  will  end  without  any  dis- 
grace to  the  English  character.  But,  I  am 
not  to  be  made  believe,  that  it  is,  as  yet, 
nearly  at  an  end.  I  am  not  to  be  per- 
suaded, that  Napoleon  will,  without  fur- 
ther and  greater  ellbrt^,  give  up  a  contest, 
on  which  so  much  may  ultimately  depend ; 
nor  do  1  believe,  that  the  French  army  has 
suffered  in  any  suv:h  degree  as  has  been 
stated  in  our  parasitical  prints.  There  has 
not  appeared  to  me  any  proofs  or  marks 
oi  discomfiture.  The  retreat  of  Massena, 
though  a  severe  mortification  to  him  and 
his  master,  does  not  seem  to  have  been  at- 
tended with  any  considerable  losses',  and, 
I  should  not  be  at  all  surprized,  to  see 
him  turn  about  and  make  a  stand  where 

he  will  not  be  assailed. If  this  should 

be  the  case,  another,  and,  perhaps,  another 
campaign,  will  be  the  consequence.  1'he 
cost  of  these  will  be  enormous  to  us,  while, 
in  all  likelihood,  they  will  leave  Portugal 
a  perfect  desert.  The  longer  the  war  lasts 
the  worse  for  us  and  for  Portugal,  whether 
we  finally  succeed  or  not.  If  we  are  not 
to  succeed  in  the  end,  the  sooner  that  end 
comes  the  better;  for,  we  shall  be  so  ex- 
hausted and  crippled;  if  the  war  continue 
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long,  and  shall  be  so  wearied  out,  so  dis- 
appointed aad  disgusted,  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  rouae  us  to  any  new  exer- 

tiou,   if  the  occasion  required  it. It  is 

said,  in  defence  of  this  Portuguese  and 
Spanish  war,  that  we  are  there  fightin<^  the 
baUtcs  of  England;  that  it  is  there  where 
we  are,  by  anticipation,  repelling  an  inva- 
sion of  Ireland  or  England  This  idea  is 
clearly  expressed  in  the  following  passage 
of  the  Times  news-paper,  where  the  writer 
speaks  of  the  ravages  committed  by  the 
French  in  Portugal.  "  These/'  says  he, 
"  are  the  blessings,  v.hich  the  ruthless  ty- 
"  rant  has  diftused  orer  the  Continent. 
*'  Spain  is  suffering  in  like  mariner  ;  and 
*♦  France,  too,  we  may  add,  in  the  person 
"  of  that  part  of  her  population  which  has 
*'  been  sent  into  the  Peninsula.  And  sent 
*'  thither  with  what  view  ?  To  uphold  na- 
"  tional  honour,  or  avenge  public  wrong  ? 
"  — to  paialyze  the  faculty  of  aggression, 
"ok  anticipate  the  intention  to  at- 
"  tack  ?  No  :  for  none  of  the  objects  that 
"  have  usually,  as  it  were,  hallowed  war 
"  by  the  plea  of  justice,  or  rendered  vic- 
"  tory  glorious  by  the  utility  of  its  c^nse- 
"  quences,  is  Buonaparte  now  contending: 
*'  his  aim  is  to  bend  an  independent  race 
"  of  men  to  a  foreign  yoke  by  violence — 
*'  to  propagate  tyranny  by  devastation  and 
"  murder :  that  is,  to  accomplish  the  itiost 
*'  detestable   of    purposes    by    the     most 

*'  dreadful  of  means." Now,  if  this  be 

so  ;  if  we  are,  as  we  have  often  been  told, 
defending  England  in  Portugal ;  if  we 
choose  ihat  country  wherein  to  anticipate 
the  intention  to  attack,  the  French,  I  am 
afraid,  might  put  in  their  word  upon  the 
occasion  ;  for,  if  we  are  lighting  for  Eng- 
land on  the  land  of  Portugal,  the  French, 
of  course,  are  fighting  against  England 
upon  that  same  land.  People  ought  to 
look  well  at  assertions  before  they  put 
them  forth,  especially  when  they  are  in- 
tended to  maintain  what  it  is  so  difficult 
to  maintain. This  writer  was  in  a  hob- 
ble. He  had  gone  on  condemning  Napo- 
leon for  sending  French  troops  into  Por- 
tugal, 'till  it  occurred  to  him,  that  U'c  had 
troops  there  too;  and  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  disarm  his  censure  of  all  applica- 
tion to  us.  Therefore,  he  talks  of  the 
thing  being  justifiable,  where  required  to 
"  uphold  national  honour;"  to  "  avenge jmb- 
*'  lie  cvrong;"  to  "  paralyze  the  faculty  of 
*'  aggression,"  or  to  "  anticipate  the  intention 
"to  attack;"  and  these  objects  he,  of 
course,   leaves   the   reader   to   regard  as 

those  by  which  we  are  animated,- As 
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to  upholding  national  honour  or  avenging  pub- 
lie  wrong,  I  do  not  see,  that  either  of  them 
required  us  to  send  troops  to  Portugal ; 
and,  as  to  the  notion  of  defending  Eng- 
land in  Portugal,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
most  wild  and  dangerous  one  indeed  ;  for, 
then,  if  you. should  be  beaten  in  Portugal, 
what  must  be  the  opinion  of  the  state  of 
England  ?  No.  Give  me  something  in 
England  itself  that  I  can  safely  rely  upon. 
Give  me  something  that  shall  unite  the 
people  of  England  in  defence  of  their  coun- 
try. What !  the  safety,  the  independence 
of  England  rest  upon  what  is  done,  or  to 
be  done,  in  t*ortugal,  or  in  Spain  !  Never 
was  so  dangerous  a  notion,  and,  at  the 

same   time,    so   degrading. The   real 

object  of  the  war  ought,  with  us,  to  be, 
the  freeing  of  the  Portuguese  pieople  ;  the 
making  of  them,  or,  rather,  assisting  them 
to  make  themselves,  a/ree  and  independent 
nation.  Any  other  object  is  not  only  un- 
worthy, but  it  is  foolish  ;  and,  it  is  the , 
grossest  of  all  follies  to  suppose,  that  we 
can  defend  Portugal  or  Spain,  or  rescue 
them  from  the  power  of  Napoleon,  unless 
they  are  the  principals  in  the  war,  unless 
they  carry  on  the  war  with  our  assistance; 

and  not  ive  with  theirs For  my  \)ait  I 

am  of  opinion,  that  it  would,  in  a  mere 
warlike  point  of  view,  be  better  for  us  to 
quit  Spain  and  Portugal  at  once,  than  to 
hold  our  ground  there  for  any  length  of 
time,  and  be  obliged  tu  quit  them  at  last; 
for,  I  ask  how  it  \s  pos&ibic,  that  an  occu- 
pation of  those  countries  by  Napoleon 
should  do  us  half  so  much  harm  as  the 
addition  of  20  millions  a-year  to  the  Na- 
tional Debt  ?  And,  what  must  be  the 
effect  ofjailure  after  another  year  or  two 
of  such  a  war.  If,  therefore,  we  are  not 
sure  of  our  ground;  if  we  have  not  made 
final  success  certain  ;  if  there  arc  any 
doubts  hanging  about  the  result,  to  quit 
those  countries  at  once,  is,  I  am  firmly 
persuaded,  the  wisest  course;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  Napbleon  looks  upon  fnal 
success  on  his  side  to  be  certain,  //Z5  wisert 
course  is  to  trail  out  the  war,  by  which  he 
is  sure  to  add  ten  fold  to  the  mischief 
which  the  failure  would  occasion  to  us. 
For,  the  longer  this  war  continues!,  the 
more  oi' men  as  well  as  of  our  taxes  will 
have  been  expended  upon  it.  In  propor- 
tion to  its  cost  we  shall  rely  upon  it  for 
our  defence  at  home  ;  and,  if  it,  at  last, 
fail,  in  the  hour  of  our  being  ej^hausted, 
we  shall  be  like  the  people  of  a  town, 
who,  when  they  come  almost  to  their  last 
barrel  of  powder  and  last  bag  of  biscuis. 
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see  the  enemy  driving  in  the  defenders  of 
their  out-works. 


-What  efFect  the 


Jubilee  Dollars. 
proclamation  of  the  Bank,  by  which 
this  precious  commodity  was  raised  to 
55.  6d.  have  had  upon  the  conduct  of  men, 
ill  regard  to  the  circulation  of  coin,  the 
following  facts  will  serve  to  prove. 
The  first  is  copied  from  the  Morning 
Chuonicle  of  the    19th  instant,  and  is  in 

the  shape   of  a  letter  to    the   Editor: • 

*'  An  acceptance  of  mine  became  due  yes- 
"  terday,  for  ^121.  lUs.  3d.  and  1  sent'-l-S^. 
"  in  Bank-notes  to  the  Banker's  where  it 
**  lay,  to  pay  it ;  but  because  I  did  not  send 
*'  18s.  3d.  in  Cash,  and 'they  would  not 
'"  give  the  odd  Is.  9d.  in  change,  they  sent 
"  the  notes  back — and  when  I  came  to 
"  town  this  morning,  I  found  the  bill  had 
"been  noted.  This  is  a  circumstance,  I 
"  think,  should  be  made  public,  as  a  cau- 
"  tion  to  those  who  are  in  the  habii  of 
"  giving  their  acceptances,  not  to  accept 
"  for  other  than  even  sums,  lest  they  sutler 
"  the  disgrace  of  their  bills   being  noted, 

"  from  the  want  of  small  change." 

This,  there  is  no  doubt,  w^as  put  in  by  some 
one  who  had  an  interest  in  preventing  the 
Silver  from  being  forced  away  from  the 
Banker's.  No  Banker  would  have  noted 
an  acceptance  under  such  circumstances  ; 
and,  therefore,  we  must  regard  this  as  an 
indirect  mode  of  persuading  people  not  to 
draw  bills  for  uneven  sums,  in  order  that 
the  Bankers  might  be  saved  the  expence  of 

change  silver. The  following  is  taken 

from  the  same  news-paper  ;  but,  it  is  ma- 
nifestly a  czVcit/wr,  it  having  appeared  in 
all  the  daily  London  papers  : — "  For  some 
"  days  pasta  number  of  persons,  who  have 
"  been  hoarding  dollars,  have  culled  on 
"  Bankers,  Merchants,  and  others,  offering 
"  \.o  provide  them  with  change  on  giving  them 
"  a  certain  profit.  This  the  Bankers  have 
"  very  wisely  rejected,  and  it  is  mth  pleasure 
"  xue  can  announce,  that  in  the  course  of  a 
"  few  days,  the  Bank  ivill  make  a  fresh  issue 
"  of  dollars,  and  xve  trust  ?iXfive  shillings  each, 
"  ample  and  sutiicient  to  supply  the  pre- 
*'  sent  scarcity  of  change.  Bankers,  mcr- 
"  chants,  and  shopkeepers,  have  only  to 
"  determine  to  resist,  for  the  present  week, 
"  the  speculations  which  have  aggravated 
"  the  present  artificial  scarcity  of  silver, 
"  and  in  a  very  few  days  the  evil  will 

"  BE  REMOVED." Bravo !     This  beats 

the  Scotch  Reviewers,  who,  in  their  eager 
hunger  for  place,  cannot  endure  the  idea 
of  an  end  to  jobbing  and  corruption^  and 
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who,  therefore,  are  coming  up  upon  us, 
or,  rather,  against  us,  with  a.  pack  of  reme- 
dies, wishing   at  the  same    time  to  evade 

the  tax  upon    Hawkers   and   Pedlars. 

In  this  little  paragraph  we  have  a  com-, 
plete  view  of  the  minds  (if  minds  they 
have)  of  the  men  whose  interest  it  is  to. 
support  the  paper  system.  And,  do  they, 
believe,  that  the  people  are  to  be  made 
believe  this  ?  Let  them  believe  it.  it  is 
well.  The  lime  will  come  when  if  they 
have  not  a  just  estimate  of  their  own  ca- 
pacity and   worth,  other  people  will. • 

The  next  paragraph  1  take  from  the  same 
news-paper  of  the  23rd  instant,  and  a  very 

curious  one    it  is: "A  prisoner  con- 

"  fined  for  debt  in  the  Marshalsea  prison, 
"  applied  to  the  Court  for  his  discharge  on 
"  Friday  last,  on  the  ground  of  his  creditor 
"  having  failed  to  pay  him  his  sixpences 
"  in  a  legal  manner.  It  appeared  that 
"  the  creditor  had  tendered  him  three 
"  shillings  and  apiece  of  silver  resembling 
"  what  now  passes  for  sixpence ;  the  latter, 
"  however,  upon  closer  inspection,  ap- 
"  peared  to  be  a  foreign  coin.  The 
"  Learned  Judge  being  of  opinion  this 
"  was  not  a  legal  tender,  according  to  the 
"  act  which  directs  that  allowance  to 
"  debtors  should  he  paid  in  the  lavcful  coin 
"  of  the  realm,  ordered  the  debtor  to  be  dis- 

"  charged." Sharp's    the   word!     How 

manj'  trials  ;  how  much  litigation  :  what 
uncertainty,  will  (hissta'e  of  the  currency 
give  rise  to  !  We  have  seen  the  begimiiiig 
of  it;  but,  vvho  is  wise  enough  to  guess  at 

the  end  ? Ihe  two  following  passages, 

the  firs  from  the  iVIorning  Chronicle  aiid 
the  other  from  the  Times,  both  of  the 
same  date  as  the  las',  should  go  together; 
they  should  stand  side  by  side;  but,  I 
shall  placethem  directly,  after  one  another^ 
and  beg   the  reader's    attention   to  thera. 

The  first  treats  of  buying  silver  coin, 

and    the  second  of  buying  gold  coin. 

"  We  recommended  some  time  ago  to  the 
"  public-offices  to  set  the  necess.iry  ex- 
"  ample  of  transacting  business  w  ith  as 
"  little  silver  as  possible  ;  and  very  little 
"  indeed  would  suffice,  if  the  four  great 
"  revenue  departments  of  Customs,  Excise, 
"  Stamps  and  /'os<-q/'/jce  would  accommodate 
"  those  who  have  to  pay  parts  of  a  pound. 
"  But  tie  lament  to  hear,  that  it  is  the  cus- 
"  torn  in  some  of  the  offices,  not  only  to 
'<  refuse  to  give  change,  however  small  the 
"  fraction  may  be,  but  that  certain  clerks 
"  are  dealers  in  the  article,  AND 
«  SUPPLY  THE  BANKERS  WITH  SIL- 
"VLR  AT  3/.  PER  CENT." Now, 
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reader,  when  you  have 
this,  look  at  the  next 
"  Yesterday  a  person,  who  lately  acted  as 
"  gua'id  to  one  of  the  mail-coaches^  was 
"  apprehended,  and  carried  before  the  Lord 
*'  Mayor,  on  a  charge  of  being  a  coinnion 
"  buyer  of  guineas,  iA  a  price  above  the  legal' 
"  value.  He  acknowledged  in  the  course 
"  of  his  examination,  that  he  h^d  pur- 
*•'  chased  several  guineas,  which  were 
"  found  on  his  person,  at  the  price  of  one 
"  pound  Jive  shillings  and  sixpence  each." — - — 
We  are  not  told  what  was  done  with  this 
Gentleman.  We  are  not  told  how  the  Lord 
Mayor  decided  upon  his  case,  which  is  a 
second  De  Yonge's  case,  except  that  De 
YoNGE  bought  paper,  and  this  man  sold 
paper;  for,  it  was  the  paper  and  not  the 
coin  that  was,  or  thai  could  be,  the  object  of 

purchase  or  sale. In  my  Number  of 

the  27th  of  March  (see  page  737),  I  shew- 
ed, that,  if  gold  was  worth  what  it  was 
then  said  to  be,  namely,  5£.  an  ounce,  the 
guinea  of  full  weight  was  worth  275.  I 
explained  this  very  clearly  in  that  page. 

- -This  dealer,  it  seems,  gave  only  25s. 

6d.  but,  then,  he  had  his  profii  to  make.  If 
the  dollar  be  worth  only  5s.  6d.  then  the 

guinea  is  worth  no  more  than  25s.  Gd. 

The  real  sterling  value  of  the  Spanish  Dol- 
lar is  4s.  C)d.  and,  at  that  rate,  the  real 
value  of  the  English  Guinea  is  2 Is.  but,  if 
you  put  the  Dollar  at  5s.  Od.  you  must,  of 
course,  raise  the  guinea  in  the  same  pro- 
portion.  It  is  a  plain  question  in  the 

Eule  of  Three,  or  Golden  Rule,  and  is 
stated  thus : 

If  is.  6d.  give  5s.  6d.  what  will  21s.  > 
Or,  reduced  to  Pence,  it  is  stated  and 
worked  thus ; 

If  Sid.  give  aod.  what  will 
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well    considered 
paragraph 


25'2d. 
6ti 
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1512 

54)16632(308 
162.  . 
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Answer,  25s.  8d. 


432 
432 


But,  the  Dollar  is  worth  more  than  5s.  6d. 
therefore  the  guinea  is  worth  more  than 
25s.  Sd.  And,  that  it  sells  for  more  in  the 
€nd  is  very  clear  from  the  fact  above 
Stated,  that  the  dealer,  or  middle  mm, 
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gives  25s,  dd.  His  profit  cannot  be  sup- 
posed to  be  less  than  Is.  6d.  and  this 
brings  the  guinea  to  27s,  Indeed,  the 
Dollar  passes,  in  some  places,  for  6s. 
and,   in   that  case,  the   guinea   is   worth. 


all   but   a  triflintc  fraction. 


As 


to  this  Dealer,  his  case  is  exactly  the 
same  as  that  of  De  Yonge,  who,  though 
found  guilty,  has  not  yet  been  brought  up 
for  judgment.  Indeed  he  demanded  a 
nnu  trial,  which  was  only  deferred,  because' 
the  question  was  to  be  argued  before  the 
Judges.  So  that,  what  the  venal  man  of 
the  Morning  Post  has  been  publishing 
against  this  gentleman  only  serves  to  show, 
that  stupidity  and  venality  are  still,  in 
the  case  of  tliat  paper,  inseparable  com- 
panions.  For  a  long  time  I  was  an- 
swered by  muddy-headed  pamphleteers, 
who,  like  Sir  John  Sinclair,  said,  that  a 
pound  note  and  a  shilli?ig  \VQu\d  buy  as  much 
bread  as  a  guinea.  Will  they  do  it  now,  Sir 
John  ?  No  :  lor  yon  may  get  25s.  6d.  in 
paper  for  a  guinea  from  this  dealer  ;  and 
surely  that  will  buy  you  more  bread  than  a 
pound  note  and  a  shilling  ?  The  day  for  hood- 
winking is  over.  It  is  gone  by  ;  and  never 
to  return! Below  I  insert  MR.  HOR- 
NER'S RESOLUTIONS,  which  are  now 
before  the  House  of  Commons,  and  upon 
which  the  discussion  is  to  take  place. — — 
I  beg  the  reader  to  look  at  them  ;  but  I 
have,  at  present,  no  room  for  any  remarks. 

w^'.  coBBErr. 

State  Prison,  Newgate,  Tuesday, 
April  2^,  1811. 


22  April  I8J1. 

RESOLUTIONS 

PROPOSED. 


1 . — THAT  the  only  Money  which  can 
be  legally  tendered  in  Great  Britain, /for 
any  sum  above  twelve  pence  in  the 
whole,  is  made  either  of  Gold  or  Silver  ; 
and  that  the  weight,  standard,  and  deno- 
mination, at  which  any  such  Money  is 
authorized  to  pass  current,  is  fixed,  under 
his  Majesty's  prerogative,  according  to 
law. 

2,— THAT  since  the  43d  year  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  Indentures 
of  his  Majesty's  Mint  have  uniformly  di- 
rected that  all  Silver  used  for  Coin  should 
consist  of  11°^-  2  "*"•  of  fine  Silver,  and 
I S""*"-  of  Alloy  in  each  pound  Troy,  and 
that  the  said  pound  Troy  should  be  divided 
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into  62  Shillings,  or  into  other  Coins  in 
that  proportion. 

3.— THAT  since  the  15th  year  of  the 
reign  of  King  Charles  the  becond,  the 
IncJentures  of  his  Majesty's  Mint  have  uni- 
formly directed,  that  all  Gold  used  for 
Coin,  should  consist  of  1 1  °^'  of  pure 
Gold  and  1  °^'  of  Alloy  in  each  pound 
Troy  ;  and  that  the  said  pound  Troy  should 
be  divided  and  coined  inio  ^l-  Guineas 
and  one  Half-Guinea,  or  into  other  Coins 
in  that  proportion. 

4. — THAT  by  a  Proclamation  of  the 
4th  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George 
the  first,  it  was  ordered  and  directed,  that 
Guineas  and  the  several  other  Gold  Coins 
therein  named,  should  be  current  at  the 
Rates  and  Values  then  set  upon  them; 
viz.  The  Guinea  at  the  rate  of  21  Shillings, 
and  other  Gold  Coins  in  the  same  propor- 
tion :  thereby  establishing,  that  the  Gold 

•  and  Silver  Coins  of  the  Realm  should  be 
a  legal  tender  in  all  Money  Paynients,  and 
a  Standard  Measure  for  ascertaining  the 
value  of  all  contracts  for  the  payment  of 
Money,  in  the  relative  proportion  of 
^■^ttV?^  Pounds  weight  of  Sterling  Silver 

•  to  one  i'ound  of  Sterling  Gold. 

5.-— THAT  by  a  Statute  of  the  1 4th 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty, 
subsequently  revived  and  made  perpetual 
by  a  Statute  of  the  39th  year  of  his  reign, 
it  is  enacted.  That  no  tender  in  payment 
of  Money  made  in  the  Silver  Coin  of  this 
Realm,  of  any  sum  exceeding  the  sum  of 
£.  25.  at  any  one  time,  shall  be  reputed 
in  lav*',  or  allowed  to  be  legal  tender, 
within  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  for  more 
than  according  to  its  value  by  weight, 
after  the  rate  of  b%.  '2d.  for  each  Ounce  of 
Silver. 

a. — THAT  by  a  Proclamation  of  the 
16th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Ma- 
jesty, confirmed  by  several  subsequent 
Proclamations,  it  was  ordered  and  direct- 
ed, that  if  the  weight  of  any  Guinea  shall 
be  less  than  o""^"-  8«"'  such  Guinea  shall 
cease  to  be  a  legal  tender  for  the  payment 
of  any  Money  within  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland  ;  and  so  in  the  same  proportion 
for  any  other  Gold  Coin. 

7. — THAT  under  these  laws  (which 
constitute  the  established  policy  of  this 
Realm,  in  regard  to  Money),  no  contract 
or  undertaking  for  the  payment  of  Mo- 
ney, stipulated  to  be  paid  in  Pounds 
Sterling,  or  in  good  and  lawful  Money  of 
Great  Britain,  can  be  legally  satisfied  and 
discharged,  in  Gold  Coin,  unless  the  Coin 
tendered  shall  ^veigh  in  the  proportion  of 
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* »  parts  of  5  ''*'^-  8  6"-  of  Standard  Gold 
for  each  Pound  Sterling,  specified  in  the 
said;  contract;  nor  in  Silver  Coin,  for 
a  sum  exceeding  o£^.  25.  unless  such  Coin 
shall  weigh  in  the  proportion  of  |§  of  a 
Pound  Tro\'  of  Standard  Silver  for  each 
Pound  Sterling  specified  in  the  contract. 

8. — THAT' the  Promissory  Notes  of  the 
Bank  of  England  are  stipulations  to  pay, 
on  demand,  the  Sum  in  Pounds  Sterling, 
respectively  specified  in  each  of  the  said 
Notes. 

9. — THAT  when  it  was  enacted  by  the 
authority  of  Parliament,  that  the  Pay- 
ment of  the  Promissory  Notes  of  the 
Bank  of  England  in  Cash  should  for  a 
time  be  suspended,  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  Parliament  that  any  alteration  what- 
soever should  take  place  in  the  Value  of 
such  Promissory  Notes. 

10. — THAT  it  appears,  that  the  actual 
Value  of  the  Promissory  Notes  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  (measuring  such  value 
by  weight  of  Standard  Gold  and  Silver  as 
aforesaid,)  has  been,  for  a  considerable 
period  of  time,  and  still  is,  considerably 
less  than  what  is  established  by  the  laws 
of  the  Realm  to  be  the  legal  Tender  in  pay- 
ment of  any  Money  contract  or  stipula- 
tion, 

II.— THAT  the  Fall  which  has  Cms 
taken  place  in  the  Valtse  of  the  Promis- 
sory Notes  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
in  that  of  the  Country  Bank  Paper  which 
is  exchangeable  for  it,  has  been  occasioned 
by  too  abundant  Issue  of  Paper  Currency 
both  by  the  Bank  of  England,  and  by 
the  Country  Banks  ;  and  that  this  Excess 
has  originated,  from  the  want  of  that 
Check  and  Controul  on  the  Issues  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  which  existed  before 
the  Suspension  of  Cash  Payments. 

12. — THAT  it  appears,  that  the  Ex- 
changes with  Foreign  Parts  have,  for  a 
considerable  period  of  time,  been  unfa- 
vourable to  this  Country,  in  an  extraordi- 
nary Degree. 

13. — THAT,  although  the  adverse  cir- 
cumstances of  our  Trade,  together  with 
the  large  amount  of  our  Military  Expendi- 
ture Abroad,  may  have  contributed  to 
render  our  Exchanges  with  the  Continent 
of  Europe  unfavourable  ;  yet  the  extra- 
ordinary degree,  in  which, the  Exchanges 
have  been  depressed  for  so  long  a  period, 
has  been,  in  a  great  measure,  occasioned 
by  the  depreciation,  which  has  taken  place, 
in  the  relative  Value  of  the  Currency  of 
this  Country  as  compared  with  the  Money 
of  Foreign  Countries. 


i«n  5 J  POLITICAL  PvEGiSTER;-"3j7-.  Noare's  Letter 


1 1'. — THAT  dur&ig  the  continuance  of 
the  suspension  of  Cash  Payments,  it  is  the 
dnty  of  the  Directors  of  the  Bunk  of  Eng- 
land to  advert  to  the  state  of  the  Foreign 
Exchanges,  as  well  as  to  the  price  of  Bul- 
lion, with  a  view  to  regulate  the  amount  of 
their  issues. 

15 — THAT  the  only  certain  and  ade- 
quate security  to  be  piovided,  against  an 
Excess  of  Paper  Cuireiicv,  and  for  main- 
taining the  relative  Value  of  the  Circulat- 
ing Medium  of  the  Realm,  is  the  legal 
Convertibility,  upon  demand,  of  all  Paper 
Currency  into  lawful  Coin  of  the  Realm. 

16. — THAT  in  order  to  revert  gradually 
to  this  Security,  and  to  enforce  meanwhile 
a  due  Limitation  of  the  Paper  of  the  Bank 
of  England  as  well  as  of  all  the  other 
Ban|c  Paper  of  the  Country,  it  is  expedi- 
ent to  amend  the  Act,  whic  h  suspends  the 
Cash  Payments  of  the  Bank,  by  altering 
the  time,  till  which  the  Suspension  shall 
continue,  from  Six  Months  after  the  Ra- 
tification of  a  Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace, 
to  that  of  Two  Years  from  the  present 
Time. 


Mr.   HOARE'S  LETTER. 

To  the  Governor,  Deputy  Governor  and 
Court  of  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land. 
Gentlemen. — The  interest  which  I  have 
always  taken  in  the  general  good  conduct 
and  management  of  the  Bank,  renders  it 
impossible  for  me  to  view,  without  consi- 
derable anxiety,  the  numerous  and  en- 
creasing  difficulties  which  now  assail  the 
establishment.  There  never  was  a  period 
which  demanded  the  exercise  of  more  ta- 
lent, frrnne  as,  and  discretion,  in  order  to 
avert  the  impending  dangers  of  our  situa- 
tion. It  does  not  require  much  sagacity 
or  foresight  to  perceive,  that  a  severe  and 
alarming  blow  is  aimed  at  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  corporation,  by  those  who 
are  neither  competeat  to  appreciate  its 
value  to  ourselves,  or  justly  estimate  its  im- 
portance to  the  general  interests  and  wel- 
fare of  the  community  at  large.— 'l"o  per- 
sons intimately  acq^iainted  with  the  true 
principles  of  finance,  it  is  uiinecessary  to 
explain,  that  the  confidence  of  the  public 
cannot  be  maintained,  in  the  solidity  of 
the  present  circulating  medium,  without  a 
total  exclusion  of  every  act  of  power  and 
authority  from  the  direction  and  manage- 
ment of  the  Bank,  and  that  whenever  the 
period  arrives,  that  the  Corporation  be- 
coir.es  identified  with  the  goYernment  of 
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the  country,  and.  the)'- exercise  the  power 
of  limiting  or  extending  the  issue  of  paper 
according  to  iherr  discretion  ;  I  say  if  that 
epoch  should  ever  arrive,  it  may  be  con- 
sidered as  the  signature  to  the  death-war- 
rant of  the  Bank  of  England. — The  gene- 
rality of  writers  upon  the  subject  of  finance, 
may  be  classed  under  two  distinct  heads., 
— The  one  contending  that  the  paper  con. 
stituting  the  existing  circulating  medium 
of  the  country  has  no  inthience,  nor  iu 
any  manner  operates  upon  the  foreign  ex- 
changes, the  price,  plenty,  or  scarcity  of 
bullion. — The  other  that  the  extension  of 
our  paper  circulation  is  the  sole  occasioy; 
of  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  exchange,' 
encreased  price,  and  scarcity  of  gold  and 
silver,  and  that  a  reduction  of  the  paper 
alone  will  remedy  the  evil. — Upon  an  ac- 
curate investigation  of  the  subject,  I  sus- 
pect that  both  these  opinions  are  erroneous, 
and  that  the  truth  will  be  found  (as^is 
generally  the  case)  to  lay  between  the  two 
extremes,  each  of  them  having  some  opera- 
tion in  producing  the  evils  complained  of, 
though  by  no  means  equal  in  their  relative 
importance. — The  enormous  encrease 
which  has  taken  place  in  our  foreign  ex- 
penditure, the  immense  sums  which  have 
been  paid  for  neutral  freights,  combined 
with  a  large  importation  of  goods  from 
abroad,  have  in  my  estimate  exceeded  by 
many  millions  the  amount,  profits,  and 
advantages  of  our  exports  ;  and  as  I  know 
of  no  means  which  can  be  devised  to  dis- 
charge this  balance,  but  by  the  exporta- 
tion of  bullion,  to  this  cause  may  fairly  be 
attributed  the  general  scarcity  of  money  ; 
when  a  large  profit  attends  the  exportation 
of  a  commodity  which  may  be  confined 
within  so  small  a  bulk,  there  are  no 
restrictive  laws,  however  severe,  that  will 
secure  its  continuance  in  the  country.— 
Although  there  is  great  difticulty  in  ascer- 
taining the  manner  inwhich  paper  operates 
upon  Uie  exchanges,  and  the  most  able 
writers  do  not  give  a  satisfactory  expla- 
nation of  the  subject,  there  appears  strong 
presumptive  evidence  in  favour  of  the 
fact,  and  one  circumstance  seems  perfectly- 
plain  and  indisputable,  that  if  bullion  is 
an  article  of  commerce  and  merchandize, 
a  considerable  encrease  in  the  circulating 
medium,  which  is  acknowledged  to  have 
the  effect  of  enhancing  the  price  of  all 
purchasable  commodities,  must  have  some 
influence  upon  this :  admitting  the  state- 
ment to  be  correct,  a  decrease  of  paper 
will  diminish  the  price  of  bullion. — ^The 
new  principle  adopted  by  the  Court  of 
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Directors,  that  no  other  limits  should   be  i 
presribed  to  the  issue  of  their  paper,   but 
demand,  and  that  all  good  bills  which  are 
presented    to  them    may    be    discounted, 
without   creating  excess,  Rppears  to   mt 
not  only  liable  to  material  escepiion,  but  if 
acted  upon  to  the  extreme,  vvould   be  at- 
tended with  very  serious  evils  ;    the  Bank 
paper  in  that  case,  instead  of  being  con- 
fined vvithin  about  ivvenly  millions,  would 
soon  double    the   amount;    and  the   idea 
which  the  Court  of  Directors  have  adopted, 
that  the  paper  will  return  to  them,  i!  ex- 
tended beyond  proper  limits,   appears  to 
nae  very  theoretical — there  are    so    many 
speculators,   adventurers,   and  projectors, 
both  in  commerce,  canals,  and  the  public 
funds,  &c.  who  can  probably  furnish  the 
Bank  with  very  unexceptionable  security, 
and    would  employ  any  sums  of  money 
tliey  could  borrow  at  5  per  cent,  with  the 
expectation  of  realizing  a  profit  of  10  per 
cent.     Under  such   circumstances,   there 
is" too  much  reason  to  fear  that  an  excess, 
Wf^ith    even    the    Directors     themselves 
•^ould  cleem  improper,  must  unavoidably 
ta^.fa^  place,  i-o-fore  the  paper   reverted  to 
them.  ;-T&  natural  consequences  rcsult- 
Hig" ^rrim   the  measure  would   be   an  im- 
pbrtai!'.  depreciation  in  the  value  of  money, 
a«d  an   enc.reased  price  in    all  the  neces- 
saries of  life.     Although  I  know  it  to    be 
■  impracticable  for  the  Bank  to  resume  their 
payments  at  the  time   proposed   by    the 
Report  of  the  Bullion  Committee,  unless 
a  total  stop   is    put  to  our   imports   and 
foreign   expenditure,  yet  it  is  extremely 
desirable    that    the    Court    of    Directors 
should  be  guided  themselves  by  those  limi- 
tations, and  that  discretirn  in  the   issue   of 
their  paper,  which   are   absolutely  neces- 
sary as  a  preliminary  measure,   and  will 
not  only  have  the  effect   of  giving   addi- 
tional confidence  to  the    public  in  its  so- 
lidity, and  decrease  the  prevalent  spirit  of 
hoarding,  but   approximate  the    value  of 
iheir   p^per   to  the   current   coin   of   the 
realm ;  until  this  event  takes  place,  the 
country  cannot  be  considered  in  a  state  of 
perfect   health  and    security.     I  remain, 
with  all  due  respect,  your  sincere  friend, 
Samuel  Hoaee. — Lombard-street,  April  22, 
1811. 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

Portugal. — Proclamation  against  the  French, 
30lh  March,  1811. 

Portuguese! — The  day  of  our  glory  is 
at  last  arrived  :  the  troops  of  the  enemy, 
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in  disgraceful  flight,  and  roiited  on   all 
points,  rapidly  disappear  from  the  Portu- 
guese territory,  which  they  have  infected 
with  their  presence.     The  Governors  of 
Portugal  rejoice  with  you  en  this  happy 
event;  and  after  humbling  themselves  ia 
the  presence   of  the  Almighty,  the  first 
and  sovereign  Author  of  all   good,   they 
render  due  thanks  to  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  Regent  our  Lord,  whose  wisdom 
established  the   bases  of  our  defence;   to 
his  British   Majesty,  to    his   enlightened 
Ministry,  and  to  the  whole  British  nation, 
in  whom   we   have  found   powerful    aod 
liberal  allies,  the  most  constant  co-opera- 
tion in  repelling  the  common  enem}^,  and 
that  honour,    probity,  and    steadiness   of 
principle  which   particularly  characterise 
that  great  nation  ;  to  the  illustrious  Wel- 
lington, whose  sagacity  and  consummate 
military  knowledge  enabled  him  to  pene- 
trate the  plans  of  the  enemy,  to  take  the 
most  eliectual   precautions  for  frustrating 
them,  and  compelled   them   at  last  to  fly 
with  the  remains  of  their  numerous  army, 
diminished  by  famine,  by  the  most  severe 
privations,  and  by  the  incessant  pursuit  of 
the  allied   forces;  to  the   zealous  and  in- 
defatigable Beresford,  the  restorer  of  dis- 
cipline and  organization  to  the  Portuguese 
troops ;  to  the  brave  and  skilful  Generals 
and    Officers  of  both   nations ;    to   their 
brave  comrades  in  arms,  who,   with  ge- 
nerous emulation,  never  fought  that  thuy 
did    not  triumph  ;    and,   in   fine,  to   the 
whole  Portuguese  people,  whose  loyalty, 
patriotism,  constancy,  and  humanity,  have 
been    so   gloriously  distinguished    amidst 
the  tribulations  which  have  afflicted  us.— 
A  nation  possessed  of  such  qualities   can 
never  be  subdued;  and  the  calamities  of 
war,  instead  of  disheartening,  serve  only 
to  augment  its  enthusiasm,  and  to  make  it 
feel  all  thehorror  of  the  slavery  with  which 
it  was  threatened. — But,  Portuguese,  the 
lamentable  eftbcts  of  the  invasion  of  those 
barbarians;  the  y<2t  smoking  remains  of 
the  humble  cottage  of  the   poor,  of  the 
palace  of  the  man  of  opulence,  of  the  cell 
of  the  religious,  of  the  hospital  which  af- 
forded shelter  and  relief  to  the  poor  and 
infirm,  of  the  temples  dedicated  to   the 
worship  of  the  Most  High;  the  innocent 
blood  of  so  many  peaceful  citizens  of  both 
sexes,  and  of  all  ages,  with  which  those 
heaps  of  ruins  are  still  tinged;  the  insults 
of  every  kind  heaped  upon  those  whom 
the  Vandals  did  not  deprive  of  life — in- 
sults many  times  more  cruel  than  death 
itself;    tlis   universal  devastation  of  thf 
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fields,  of  plantations,  of  cattle,  and  of  the 
instruments  of  agriculture  ;  the  robbery 
and  destruction  of  every  thing  that  the 
unhappy  inhabitaiitsofthe  invaded  districts 
possessed  : — this  atrocious  scene,  which 
makes  humanity  shudder,  affords  a  terri- 
ble lesson,  which  you  ought  deeply  to  en- 
grave in  your  memory,  in  order  fully  to 
know  that  degenerate  nation,  who  retain 
only  the  figure  of  men,  and  who  in  every 
respect  are  worse  than  wild  beasts,  and 
more  blood-thirsty  than  tygers  or  lions. 
Wretched  are  they  who  trust  in  their  de- 
ceitful promises  !  Victims  of  a  foolish  cre- 
dulity a  thousand  times  will  they  repent, 
but  without  avail,  of  the  levity  with  which 
they  have  trusted  to  the  promises  of  a 
nation  without  faith  and  without  law;  of 
men  who  acknowledge  neither  the  rights 
orf  humanity,  nor  respect  the  sacred  tie  of 
an  oath.  Opposed  to  such  an  enemy,  the 
only  alternaiives  which  remained  to  us 
were  resistance,  or  retreat ;  the  former 
depended  on  a  competent  armed  force, 
a  law  which  the  duty  of 
ife  and  property  imposes 
on  all  peaceful  citizens.  These,  evacu- 
ating the  towns  where  they  dwell,  trans- 
porting the  effects  which  they  can  carry 
off^  destroying  those  which  they  are 
obliged  to  abandon,  and  which  might  serve 
ibr  the  subsistence  of  the  enemy,  escape 
the  horrors  of  the  most  infamous  slavery', 
throw, themselves  into  the  arms  of  their 
fellow  countrymen,  who  receive  them  as 
brothers,  assist  the  military  operations, 
depriving  the  invaders  of  the  means  of 
maintaining  themselves  in  the  territory 
which  they  occupied  ;  and  in  this  way 
they  are  so  far  useful  to  themselves,  be- 
cause the  enemy,  not  being  able  to  sup- 
port himself  for  a  long  time  in  positions 
where  he  is  in  want  of  subsistence,  will 
soon  be  obliged  to  evacuate  them;  and 
the  inhabitants  returning  immediately  to 
their  homes,  neither  suffer  the  inconvenl- 
encies  of  a  lengthened  absence,  nor  find 
their  houses  and  fields  in  that  state  of  total 
devastation,  in  which  the  enemy's  army 
would  have  left  them,  had  he  remained 
for  a  longer  period. — Such,  Portuguese, 
are  the  lessons  of  experience  which  we 
ought  never  to  forget. — But  amidst  such 
great  disasters.  Providence  is  pleased  to 
give  us  sources  of  cpnsolation  which  will 
make  them  less  sensibly  felt. — The  unfor- 
tunate people  who  fled  from  the  fury  of 
their  cruel  oppressors  have  experienced 
the  greatest  kindness  in  the  humanity  of 
their  fellow  citizens,    In  all  the  districts 


to  which  they  have  fled  they  were  re**' 
ceived  with  open  arms;  the  inhabitants 
eagerly  pressed  to  aiFord  them  all  that  sue-' 
cour  which  they  could  individually  be*i 
stow;  they  filled  their  houses  with  emi**.'*. 
grants;  and  many  times  have  we  per- 
ceived with  -tears  of  joy  the  generous 
emulation  of  those  who  disputed  with  one 
another  who  should  afford  the  rights  of 
hospitality  to  those  unknown  families  who 
arrived  in  this  capital  without  shelter  or 
the  means  of  subsistence. — It  is  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  take  immediate 
measures  for  the  relief  of  these  necessitous 
persons  ;  but  the  want  of  public  funds, 
which  are  not  even  sufficient  to  provide 
for  our  defence,  must  make  these  measures 
less  effectual,  unless  individuals  liberally 
concur  in  a  proceeding  as  much  recom- 
mended by  humanity  as  by  patriotism — - 
Under  the  inspection  of  an  illustrious  tri- 
bunal which  has  advanced  part  of  these 
succours,  by  the  wise  and  economical 
measures  of  a  member  of  that  tribunal^ 
executed  by  zealous  and  intelligent  offi- 
cers, the  wretched  fugitives  have,  been  fed, 
and  numberless  unfortunate  persons  have 
been  rescued  from  the  jaws  of  death.  This 
great  expence  has  been  s-.ipported,  not 
only  by  the  resources  which  were  at  the 
disposal  of  Government,  but,  still  more, 
by  voluntary  donations  presented  by  na- 
tives, and  foreigners;  among  whom  we 
ought  to  mention  with  particular  distinc- 
tion the  subjects  of  his  Britannic  Majesty, 
both  those  who  are  employed  in  the  army, 
those  who  are  attached  to  the  legation, 
and  those  who  are  comprthended  in  the 
class  of  merchants.  Those  acts  of  pa- 
triotism and  of  Christian  charity  were  not 
confined  to  the  capital  and  its  vicinity. 
In  all  the  districts  of  the  kingdom,  whither 
the  fugitives  resorted,  they  met  the  same 
reception,  and  experienced  the  same  kind- 
ness and  liberal  aid,  as  far  as  the  ability 
of  the  inhabitants  enabled  them  to  extend 
it — The  Governors  of  the  Kingdom,  in 
the  name  of  the  Prince  Regent,  return 
thanks  to  all  for  such  distinguished  ser- 
vices, by  which  the  lives  of  so  many  of 
his  subjects  have  been  saved,  and  those 
calamities  softened  which  were  caused  by 
the  scourge  of  a  destructive  war.  His 
Royal  Highness  will  rejoice  in  being  the 
sovereign  of  a  people  so  loyal,  patriotic, 
generous,  and  Christian. — It  now  only  re- 
mains to  complete  the  work,  to  pro;Tiote 
the  restoration  of  the  fugitives  to  their 
homes,  to  render  habitable  the  towns 
which  the  barbarism  of  these  spoilers  ha» 
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left  covered  with  filth,  and  unburied  car- 
casses; to  relieve  with  medicine  and  food 
the  sick  who  are  perishing  for  want  of 
such  assistance ;  to  give  life  to  agricul- 
ture, by  supplying  the  husbandman  with 
seed-corn,  as  well  as  a  little  bread  for  his 
consumption  for  some  time,  and  facilitat- 
ing his  means  of  purchasing  cattle,  and 
acquiring  the  instruments  of  agriculture. 
— Such  have  been  and  are  the  constant 
cares  of  the  Governors  of  the  Kingdom.— 
Portuguese !  tribulations  are  the  crucible 
in,  which  the  merit  of  men  is  purified. 
You  have  passed  through  this  ordeal,  and 
the  result  has  been  glorious.  You  are  be- 
come a  great  nation, — a  nation  worthy  of 
those  heroic  progenitors  who  illustrated 
the  cradle  of  the  Monarchy.  Preserve 
unalterable  these  sentiments  ;  confide  in 
your  Government,  as  your  Government 
confides  in  you  ;  draw  every  day  more 
closely  the  bonds  of  union  among  your- 
selves, with  other  nations  and  v.ith  our 
generous  Allies,  who  are  our  true  brothers. 
Let  one  sou!,  one  will,  direct  our  common 
efforts;  and  if  any  one  attempt  to  sow 
discord,  let  us  tear  from  our  bosom  the 
venomous  viper,  and  let  us  seal  with  his 
blood  the  raiification  of  our  indissoluble 
alliance. —Practice  these  maxims  with  the 
same  constancy  wish  which  you  have  hi- 
therto followed  them,  and  you  will  be  in- 
vincible. —  Palace  of  the  Government, 
March  SO,  181  i. — Tiie  Bishop  Cardinal 
Elect;  P.  Souza;  Charles  Stuart;  Mar- 
quis Monteiro  JMor;  Coniie  de  Redondo; 
Ric.  Raimundo  Noaueira. 
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new  disasters.     Words  are  unequal  to  con- 


Spain. — Battle  of  B.w^iios.K.—^Disptdes  at 
Cadiz,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  Spa- 
niards in  that  Battle. — Cadiz,  20  March 
1811. 

On  the  evening  of  the  27ih  it  began  to 
blow  a  strong  gale  from  the  east,  which 
encreased  every  moment,  a^id  in  the  course 
of  the  night  and  next  morning  rose  to  a 
pitch  of  violence  greater  than  any  within 
our  recollection.  The  consequences  have 
been  most  destructive  and  deplorable. 
The  inhabitants,  filled  with  a  well  founded 
apprehension  of  the  damage  which  such  a 
terrible  night  was  likely  to  cause  in  the 
ba^y,  crowded  in  the  morning  to  the  sea- 
wall, where  they  witnessed  the  dreadful 
spectacle  of  a  considerable  number  of 
ships  wrecked,  and  others  in  danger  of 
the  same  fate  making  signals  for  assist- 
ance. During  the  whole  day  the  gale 
continued    equally   violent,    and   caused 


vey  an  idea  of  the  humanity,  zeal,  and 
intrepidity  with  which  many  boats  and 
feluccas  (particularly  the  Er)glish)  put 
out  and  saved  a  number  of  unfortunate 
people,  who  must  otherwise  have  perish- 
ed, as  did  many  who  could  not  be  reliev- 
ed.— The  inhabitants  of  Cadiz  averted 
their  eyes  from  these  objects,  to  turn  them, 
full  of  indignation,  on  the  cause  of  such 
evils.  "  It  is  not,"  they  exclaimed, 
the  east  wind  which  has  sacrificed  so  many 
victims,  which  has  ruined  so  many  fa- 
milies whose  property  is  buried  in  the 
sea  ; — it  is  they  who,  from  unpardonable 
Ignorance,  criminal  indolence,  or,  to 
speak  at  once  (since  there  are  Tortosas  and 
Badajos),  from  infamous  wickedness,  did 
not  reap  the  fruits  of  the  memorable  battle 
of  Chiclana.  The  whole  coast  cleared 
of  the  enemy,  (as  it  ought  to  have  been), 
many  ships  would  have  been  anchored 
between  Puntales  and  theTrocadero  ;  and 
consequently  sheltered  from  the  violence 
of  the  storm.  They  would  have  had  more 
sea-room,  and  would  not  have  run  foul  of 
each  other  ;  and  even  if  driven  on  shore, 
the  exertions  for  saving  their  crews  might 
have  been  more  effectual. — The  nation 
demands  vengeance,  and  demands  it  just- 
ly. August  Congress  !  if  ignorance  or 
treason  are  the  causes  of  our  not  having 
reaped  the  fruits  of  that  glorious  day, 
arm  \-ourselves  with  the  avenging  sword 
of  justice,  and  let  the  guilty  perish, — 
From  the  Coaciso  it  appears,  that  vcrv 
warm  discussions  have  taken  place  ia 
Cadiz,  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Spanish  General  Lapena  in  the  battle  of 
Barrosa,  and  it  does  not  seem  to  have 
given  more  satisfaction  thftre  than  it  has 
done  in  this  country. —  The  Conciso  of  the 
22d  of  March  contains  a  letter  from  an 
English  cfTicer,  on  the  subject,  to  w^hich 
there  is  afterwards  a  reply  from  a  Spanish 
officer.  We  shall  give  some  extracts  from 
each.— The  ENGLISH  OFFICER^begins 
thua  : — Having  heard  nothing  but  fahe 
accounts  touching  the  battle  of  Barrosa, 
and  being  persuaded  that  the  public 
cannot  obtain  a  proper  knowledge  of  it 
from  the  dispatch  of  General  Lapena  alon<;, 
I  should  be  wanting  to  my  duty  as  an 
English  officer,  if  I  failed  to  lay  before 
the  Spanish  public  certain  facts  which 
fixed  my  attention.^ — I  shall  not  detail 
any  of  the  circumstances  which  occurred 
before  our  arrival  at  Vejar,  suffice  it  to 
say,  that  the  allied  troops  underwent 
muck  laboMf  ^fid  fatigue  ^  bui  as  the  ut' 


most  harmony  prevailed,  it  was  cheerfully 
borne  l)y  the  soldiers  of  both  nations, — 
On  the  night  of  the  3d  we  haltol  in  a  ^ 
wood  near  Vejar ;  and  at  six  in  the  even- 
ing, of  the  4ili  vvc  all  inarched,  with  the. 
understanding  that  we  were  to  hall  and 
take  refreshment  at  Conil,  for  the  purpose 
of  being^  prepared  to  fight  the  cncrny  ntxt 
day.  The  Spanish  General,-  however, 
changed  the  plan,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  5h,  after  a  march  of  sixteen  horns,  we 
found  ourselves  on  the  heights  of  B  -rrosa. 
•^— The  van-guard,  undej  the  command  of 
Brigadier  Lardizabal,  received  orders  to 
enter  the  pine-wood,  and  make  every  ef- 
fort to  keep  open  the  communication  with 
Santi  Petri ;  and  this  operation  was  very 
respectably  executed  by  his  division.— At 
this  moment  General  Lapena  ordered  Ge- 
neral Graham  to  march  towards  the  wood 
with  the  British  troops,  in  the  direction  of 
Santi  Petri,  which  he  did  ;  but  he  had  not 
advanced  far  into  the  wood,  when  he  re- 
ceived advices,  that  the  enemy  was  march- 
ing rapidly  by  the  plain  towards  the  posi- 
tion which  we  occupied  three  quarters  of 
an  hour  before.— He  immediately  counter- 
marched his  division  ;  and  upon  issuing 
from  the  wood,  observed  a  strong  column 
of  the  enemy  advancing  on  our  left ;  and 
we  were  surprised  to  see  another  consider- 
able corps  in  possession  of  the  heights, 
where  we  had  left  part  of  the  Spanish 
army.— I  know  not  what  happened  on  the 
heights  after  our  troops  left  them.  I  have 
heard  that  the  Spanish  and  German  ca- 
Tahy  charged  the  enemy  ;  I  have  heard 
that  two  Spanish  regiments  of  the  division 
of  Begines  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  the 
enemy  ;  I  have  heard,  in  short,  that  they 
all  received  positive  orders  from  the  Ge- 
neral in  Chief  to  retire  ;  but  as  I  was  not 
with  them,  I  do  not  take  upon  rne  to  de- 
cide upon  any  of  these  circumstances: 
what  I  shall  say  is,  that  when  we  cleared 
the  pine-wood,  no  Spanish  troops  were  in 
sight. — Retreat  would  have  been  most 
hazardous  ;  and  to  attack  a  height  occu- 
pied by  fresh  and  superior  forces,  wanted 
little  of  being  an  enterprise  of  equal  diffi- 
culty.— 1  understand  that  General  Graham 
was  aware  of  the  importance  of  the  posi- 
tion of  Barrosa;  and  confident  of  the  va- 
lour of  his  troops,  determined  on  risking 
an  attack.    The  heights  on  our  right  were 
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takep  after  an  obstinate  resistance,  and  the 
enemy's  column  on  our  left  was  put  to  the 
rout. — The  enemy  being  already  forced  on 
all  points,  a  squad.ron  of  German  cavalry 
enlarged  his-i,  and  the  lino  made  a  halt, 
the  General  thinking  that  his  troops  had 
worked  hard  enough. — Four  thousand  men, 
so  exhausted  by  the  want  of  refreshment 
and  a  paintul  march,  and  who,  notwith- 
standing, drove  back  a  very  superior  force 
possessing  the  advantages  of  position  and 
circunistances,require  n6  eulogy.— •DurJi'tg 
the  time  when  the  combatants  wei:e  hotly- 
engaged,  two  battalions  (Walloons  antl 
Ciudad  Real)  incorporated  with  our  divi- 
sion during  the  march,  and  which  were 
directed  towards  another  poinl  when  he 
ordered  us  to  enter  the  pine-woott,  were 
seen  making  all  possible  exertions  to  join 
and  succour  their  friends  ;  but  they  could 
not  reach  our  line  till  the  whole  was  cott" 
eluded  :  I  believe,  however,  that  Brigadier 
Cruz  and  these  battalions  are  sharers  in  the 
glories  of  that  day,  from  the  zeal  and 
anxiety  which  they  displayed  to  join  our 
troops.— The  enthusiasm  which  animated 
these  battalions  does  not  suffer  me  to 
doubt  that  the  same  spirit  prevailed  in  the 
whole  Spanish  army;  but  these  good  dis- 
positions, and  all  the  firmness  and  noble 
sentiments  of  the  Spanish  natron,  \vere  sa- 
crificed to  the  want  of  activity  of  General 
Lapena,  of  his  advisers,  and  the  officers  of 
his  staff. — Had  the  smallest  movement 
been  executed  ;  had  the  Spanish  General 
himself,  or  any  individual  of  his  staff,  been 
present  to  give  him  an  account  of  the 
state  of  the  action,  he  would,  by  conse- 
quence, have  been  able  to  co  operate***; 
and  the  result  would  doubtless  have  been 
attended  with  as  favourable  consequenies 
to  the  Spanish  cause  as  any  other  event 
which  has  occurred  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  oppression  and  tyranny  exer- 
cised upon  Spain;  and  I  believe  it  is  not 
too  much  to  say,  tliat  it  would  have  ac- 
complished the  deliverance  of  Andalusia. 
— I  declare  on  my  word  of  honour,  that  all 
that  1  have  related  took  place  under  ray 
own  eye  ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  there 
is  not  an  officer  in  the  British  army,  nor  in 
the  Spanish  battalions  above-mentioned, 
who  will  fail  to  confirm  every  word  of  it. 

C,  P.  AN  OFFICER  JN  THE  BKmSH  ARMY. 

Isla,  March  10,  1811. 

(To  be  continued. J 
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It  can  never  rain,  but  it  pours." Old  Proverii. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Holland. — ^Insurrection,- The  pre- 
sent tide,  spring  tide,  of  happy  intelligence 
naturally  puts  into  one's  mouth  the  Old 
Proverb  that  I  have  taken  for  my  motto. 

The  Anti-Jacobins,  who  were  set  all 

alive  by  the  "  running  aivay"  (not  drawing 
after)  of  Masseiia ;  who  were  raised  to  a 
very  high  and  rather  dangerous  pitch,  by 
the  return  of  Lord  Talavera  to  the  rela- 
tive position  in  vyhich  he  was  twelve 
months  ago  ;  these  gentlemen,  friends  of 
♦'  social  order"  and  "  regular  govern- 
'^  ment,"  have  been  thrown  almost  into 
a  delirium  of  joy  at  the  news  of  an  insur- 
rection in  Holland  ;  they,  who,  for  many 
years,  seemed,  desirous  of  hanging  every 
man  who  should  lift  up  his  hand  against 
am/  government,  whatever  it  might  be,  are 
now  fallen  in  love  with  insurgents,  and 
lare  become  the  mo^t  zealous  preachers  of 
Insurrection  ;  and  thi.s,  too,  objerve,  at  a 
moment  when  the}'  are  branding  with 
every  term  of  infamy  those  whom  they 
falsely  accuse  of  a  wish  to  excite  insur- 
rection in  this  kingdom. "  Aye,"  say 

they,  "  but  it  is  the  place  that  makes  all 
"  the  difference."  How  ?  England,  or 
Ireland,  is,  to  be  sure,  different  from  Hol- 
land, in  many  respects ;  but,  insurrection 
is  still  insurrection;  and,  if  you  preach  it 
up  as  a  good  thing,  is  there  not  danger 
that  people   will  misjudge  the  occasions 

for  using  it } The   Dutch,   we    are, 

however,  assured,  have  actually  broken 
out  into  insurrection ;  and  the  Times 
news-paper  says,  that  oppression  will,  in 
time,  make  any  people  rebel.  I  wish  his- 
tory did  not  contradict  this  assertion;  I 
wish  that  oppression  never  failed  to  pro- 
duce what  is  called  rebellion  ;  1  wish  that, 
not  only  the  Dutch  and  the  Brabanters, 
but  that  all  those  amongst  Ihe  people  of 
Europe,  or  any  where  else,  who  are  op- 
pressed and  robbed  and  insulted  and  vilified, 
by  those  who  have  the  powers  of  govern- 
mem  in  their  hands,  would,  noirebd,  but 
certainly  that  they  would  cease  to  be  the 
passive,  the  degraded  slaves  that  they 
now  are  ;  I  wish  they  would,  and  with  as 
liltl«  delay  9»  possible,  take  vengeance  on 


their  plunderers,  not  by  knocking  their 
brains  out,  but  by  sending  them  adrift  to 
work  for  their  bread,  or  to  starve. — — 
Thus  far,  then,  I  cordially  ngree  with  our 
news-papers.  But,  whether  the  good 
work  of  insurrection  be  actually  begun  is 

more  than  I   can   pretend  to  s-a}'. The 

facts  are  related   thus   by  the   Morning 

Post  and  the  Courier. '•  Desertion 

"  FROM  THE  Antwerp  Fleet.  Jnsurrec- 
"  TioN  IN  Holland! — Accounts  from 
"  Hull,  received  this  morning,  state,  that 
"  a  vessel  had  arrived  there  from  Norway, 
"  and  brought  the  intelligence  of  the  de- 
"  sertion  of  the  Dutch,  Norwegian,  and 
"  Danish  sailors  from  the  fleet  at  Ant- 
"  werp,  and  likewise  that  the  greatest  dis- 
"  order  prevails  in  the  towns  of  Flushing 
"  and  Antwerp.  Several  lives  were  Iz^y 
"  in  tlie  tu'iht  of  the  2yth ;  and  it  was 
"  expected  that  a  general  insurrection  ivas 
"  about  to  take  place  in  all  parts  of  French 
"  Flanders. — Tiiere  is  no  further  arrival 
"  from  Holland.  The  communication  by 
"  post  between  Amsterdam,  Rotterdam, 
"  and  Walcheren,  is  understood  to  be  cut 
"off.  We  have  no  doubt  of  the  correct- 
"  ness  of  the  accounts  brought  yesterday, 
"  to  wjiich  we  have  to  add  the  following 
"  letter,  which  mentions  disturbances  to 
"  have  broken  out  in  East  Fricsland  : — 
"  Heligoland,  April  17. — In  Auricb,  in 
"  East  Friesland,  a  revolution  has  taken 
"  place  J  in  consequence  of  the  great  seve- 
"  rities  practised  by  the  French  thefe, 
"The  people  have  pulled  down  the  French 
"  arms,  and  broken  them  to  pieces  :  they 
"  also  SEIZED  THE  JUDGES ;  and  tore 
"  their  chains  from  their  bosoms :  they  dis- 
"  armed  the  militia,  and  broke  their. <?words 
"  to  pieces ;  after  which  they  went  tu  the 
"  Castle,  and  plundered  it ;  and  from 
"  thence  proceeded  to  the  cbnrch  and 
"  rang  the  alarm  bells,  to  give  the  signal 
*'  of  revolt.  In  Nordern  the  inhabitants 
"  rose  and  obliged  several  privateets  lay- 
"  ing  in  the  harbour  to  sail,  in  order  to  pre-. 
"  vent  the  shipping  from  coming  in,  and 
"  direct  their  course  elsewhere."  ■ 
What,  seize  the  JUDGES  !  Gad  so  !  these 
people  are  up  with  a  vengeance.  But, 
what  should  make  them  lay  on  upoti  the 
2  M 
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Judges  first  ?  What  slieuld  make  them  be- 
gin there  ?  Why,  I  suppose,  that  they 
found  thera  to  be  the  most  corrupt  and 
base  and  cowardly  scoundrels  of  all  ;  the 
most  completely  devoted  of  all  the  tools 
of  despotism,  and  by  far  the  most  hateful ; 
because  the  tyranny  they  exercised  was 
covered  with  the  garb  of  law  and  justice. 
If  they  were,  as  I  dare  say  they  were,  a 
set  of  old  hacknied  knaves  of  this  descrip- 
tion, whose  flabby  carcases  were  fit  for 
little  else  than  to  manure  the  land,  and 
whose  souls  were  all  pollution,  well  might 
the  people  seize  upbn  them,  the  tirst  mo- 
ment they  were  freed  from  the  terrors  of 
the  bayonet.  Oh  !  they  "tore  the  chains 
"  from  their  bosoms,"  did  they  ?  These 
hypocrites,  then,  tricked  themselves  out. 
it  seems,  in  a  bauble  dress  to  amose  some 
of  the  people  and  strike  others  of  them 
with  awe  r  When  the  people  'came  to  strip 
them,  I  dare  say  the  rabble  were  indig- 
nant at  themselves,  that  they  had  so  long; 
been  the  dupes  of  a  set  of  such  contempti- 
ble animals. — —Tn  this  case,  however,  as  in 
the  whole  of  their  progress,  I  hope  the 
people  will  not  imitate  the  cruelties  of  the 
miscreants  whom  they  have  to  put  clown. 
There  are,  doubtless,  imny  of  their  op- 
"  pressors,  Avho  deserve  the  severest  punish- 
ments that  can  be  inflicted  upci^  them  ; 
but,  when  once  men  step  into  blood.,  there 

is  no  knowing  when  they  will  stop, 

Degrade  the  fallen  tyrants  ;  expose  them 
to  shame,  and  even  to  a  little  pelting. 
Take  th'ese  base  hypocrites  of  Judges,  for 
instance,  "and  stick  them  into  a  pillory, 
"opposite  the  scene  of  their  former  power 
and  tyranny, and  decked  out  in  theirchsins 
and  garbs  and  surrouiKied  with  all  the 
solemn  buffoonery,  by  the  mtans  of  which 
they  used  to  cheat  the  people  out  of  their 
freedom  and  their  money  ;  hoist  them  up 
thus,  and  let  them  be  regaled  with  a  suit- 
able supply  of  addled  eg£,'s,  dead  dogs 
and  cats,  butchers'  olL!,  and  mud  from 
beneath  the  feet  of  a  justly  incensed  peo- 
ple ;  but,  let  their  rascal  lives  be  spared. 
Make  them  work,  or  starve ;  but  I  hope  the 
cause  of  freedom  in  Holland,  or  any 
where  else,  will  never  again  be  marked  in 

its  progress  with  blood. 1  am  aware, 

that  the  full-blooded  Anti-Jacobins  will 
fall  uport  me  here  for  this  tenderness  to- 
wards these  tools  of  French  despotism ; 
but,  though  I  hate  the  tools  of  despotism, 
come-  from  what  country  they  will,  and 
certainly  not  the  less  for  being  French,  I 
shall  always  disapprove  of  a  bloody  course, 
which,  in  the  end,  never  failed  to  ruin 
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any  cause   whatever. No 

them  ;  pillory  them  (if  there  be  any  pil- 
lories in  those  countries;)  give  them  a 
little  flogging  if  they  be  great  offenders  ; 
or,  perhaps,  transport  them  ;  though,  I 
think,  that  pillory  and  hard  labour  may  do ; 
but,  take  not  their  worthlesslives.  Let  them 
live  in  infamy,  and,  above  all  things,  make 
them  vjork  for  what  they  eat,  and  take  a 
great  part  of  what  they  earn  from  them,  as 

they    have   done    from   you. This   is 

my  advice  to  the  Dutch. 1  know  the 

venal  tribe  will  accuse  me  of  being  too 
lenient  towards  these  corrupt  Judges,  and 
will  remind  rhe,  that,  formerly,  corrupt 
Judges,  whether  they  took  their  bribes  in 
mere  money  in  hand,  or  in  some  other  in» 
direct  way,  had  their  skins  sivff'td  with  straw, 
I  care  little  about  what  becomes  of  their 
skins ;  but,  I  am  against  all  bloody 
courses;  which,  as  I  said  before,  are  s'ur» 
to  ruin  a  cause  in  the  end.  ■  Take  their 
proreny,  or,  rather,  iWw  ^okn goods,  by  all 
means.  Leave  then^  nothing  but  what 
they  could  prove  to  h.ive  possessed  befor* 
they  bcgrtii  to  tr;uch  the  public  money  ; 
or,  in  properer  phra';c,  before  they  begun  to 
rob  the  people. •'—-^'^PAZfi  ail  this.  Sell  every 
sixpenjiy-worlh  of  it  for  the  public  bene- 
fit; and,  with  the  proceeds,  you  may,  if 
you  choose,  make  something  like  femu- 
neration  to  the  ruiiied  public  creditors,  of 
whose   hard    case,  we  heard  so  much  some 

time  ago. 1  would  advise  the  Dutch  to 

take  from  every  public  robber,  by  what*- 
ever  name  known.  When  men  detect  a 
thief  and  get  him  in  their  power,  their  first 
operation  is  to  make  him  refund ;  to  search 
him  ;  to  turn  his  pockets  for  him  ;  and,  why 
should  not  a  lobberof  the  whole  nation  b« 
treated  in  the  same  vvay,  as  nearly  as  cir- 
cumstances   will    permit  ? Yes,    take 

every  sliver  from  these  vile  tools  of  despo- 
tism, in  Holland  ;  leave  them  nothing  but 
their  lives;  but,  leave  them" those  ;  let  not 
the  friends  of  freedom  condescend  to  imi* 
tate  the  miscreants  by  whom  they  have 
been  persecuted. — —The  Dutch  have 
made  a  good  beginning.  Their  seizing 
hold  of  those  tools  of  despotism,  whom 
their  tyrants  choose  to  ca.\\  judges,  proves 
the  soundness  of  their  judgment  as  well  as 
the  justice  of  their  views.  They  are  very 
right  in  looking  upon  these  base  instru- 
ments as  being  more  criminal  than  th« 
bayonet-men,  who  hardly  know  what  they 
do.  The  old  arch  knaves,  with  the  baublet 
of  chains  and  the  like  about  them,  know 
very  well  what  they  are  at;  and,  I  dar« 
say,  that,  for  a  doubte  salary,  they  woul^ 
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make  crow '.s  meal  of  half  Holland.  Picked 
put   from  amongst    their   fellows,   distin- 
guished,, even  amongst  lawyers,  for  their 
sycophancy,   their  turpitude,  their  cold- 
blooded cruelty,  as  I  dare  say  these  Judges 
v/ere,  they  are  6t  objects  of  most  severe 
puniahwent,  if   severe   punishment   were 
fitting  fcr  the  occasion.     But, Jet  the  venal 
say  of  uie  what  they  will;  let  ^hem  ac- 
cuse mc  <\6  loner  as  they  please  of  lenity 
a^d  tenderness  for  these  Judges,  I  must 
still  recommend  to  the  people  of  Holland 
to    let   the  old   hardened  scoundrels  drag 
out    their  lives   to    a    natural    close;  for, 
certain  I  am,  that  nothing  could  be  so  se- 
vere a  punishment  to  them  as  to  see  the 
pex>ple  free  and  happy.— — Far  be  it  from 
jBe,  however,  to  wish  to  see  the  Dutch 
eonfine  their  resumption  of  property   to 
these  men.     I  should  be  glad  lo  see  them 
pfHdce  all  their  robbers  of  every  description 
disgorge;  and,  if  they  were  to  do  this,  I 
dare  say,  that  there  xvould  want  no  other 
^i^^ ©leans  of  compensating  (he  poor  widows 
j,...find  -orphans,  who. have  lost  their  all,  or 
J  ^fvho  are  in   a  fair  \v-\y  of  losing  their  all, 
-•  tu  the  obliteration  of  the  National  Debt. 
.--. — The  Du'ch,  I  see,  disarmed  the  soldiers 
at  the  out-set.     That  was  the  way  to  come 
•-j^  »t  the  robbers   au  nom  de  la  loi,  or,  as   we 
,  .would  call  them  in  English,  legal  robbers,  or, 
rather,  literally,   robbers  in  the  naim  of  the 
law,     Thtse  gentry   were,  I'll  be  sworn, 
nothinpc  without  the  soldiers  at  their  back. 
Tliey    could    not    have   perpetrated   their 
villainies  without  the  aid  of  the  bayonet,  and 
that  they  knew  well;  for,  though  the  sol- 
diers might  not,  perhaps,  have  actually  as- 
.  sisted,   at  their  sittings,  still  they  were  at 
^^\hund,  they  were  hard  by  ;  and  this  was  well 
i|  known  to  all   the  parties  concerned  ;   so 
-jiihat  the  obedience  that  the  poor  devils  of 
Dutchmen  have  apparently  been  yielding 
to  the  luiv,  they  have,  in  fact,  been  yielding 

to.l/ie  bayonet. This  was  a  state  of  things 

that  could  not  endure  long  ;  and,  is  there, 
iUpon  earth,  any  man,  except  a  public  rob- 
;,,,,J)er,  who  couid  wish  any  people  to  live  in 
such  astate  .•' — — The  Morning  Chronicle, 
who  had  at  first,  entertained  doubts  as  to  the 
iauthenticity  of  this  intelligence,  has  had 
these  doubts  removed  by  subsequent  ad- 
vices, and  is  now  happy  to  find  that  an  in- 
surrection amongst  the  Dutch  has  really 
iaken  place.  The  words  are  these,  and  I 
iosert  them  becituse  they  serve  to  show 
^.  jthe  unanimity  that  prevails  upon  this  sub- 
r."  ject.-^' i  "  We  hesitated  in  gi  ing  belief 
*'  to  the  rumour  of  disturbances  ia  Hol- 
*'iaa4.    Knowing  .that  all  the  youth  of 
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"  ort"  from  its  populati'jn  ;  and  that  no 
"Jvnown  animal  is  so  phlegmatic  ^s  an 
"  aged  Dutchman,  we  tbouglit  it  impro- 
"  bable  that  any  movement  against  op- 
"  pression  should  take  place  there;  but 
"  we  understand  that  autlnjitic  information 
"  has  been  received  by  Ministers  of  the 
"  important  fact;  and  that  it  amounts  to 
"  a  serious  insurrection.  Yesterday  after- 
"  noon,  we  hear,  intelligence  upon  which 
"  they  can  rely,  came  to  hand.  The  sea- 
"  men  on  board  the  fleet  at  Antwerp  had  mu- 
"  tinted,  and  that  it  was  by  their  demon- 
"  stration  that  Me  ^«?«e  spread.  We  have 
"  heard  no  particulars ;  and  indeed  the 
"  Merchants  connected  with  Holland  very 
"  generally  disbelieved  the  reports,  or  at 
"  least  distrusted  the  rumour  that  the  dis- 
"  content  had  assumed  any  formidable 
"  shape  of  hostility  to  the  French.  They 
"  consider  them  us  totally  subdued  and 
"  broken  in  heart;  but  at  the  same  time  if 
"  the  Norwegian  and  Danish  seamen  have 
"  deserted,  so  as  to  arouse  the  dormant 
"  spirit  of  the  Dutch,  they  say,  that  thfey 
"  are  as  stubborn  wJien  up  as  they  are  diffi.cv.lt 
"  to  stir.  WE  TRUST,  therefore,  that  the 
"  accounts  received  from  Harwich  yes- 
"  terday  afternoon,  WILL  TURN  OUT 

"TO  BE  TRUE." That  is   to  say, 

Mr.  Perry  trusts  ;  not  only  Aope5,but  trusts, 
that' a  serious  insurrection  has  taken  place 
in  Holland  and  in  Flanders.  This  is  very 
well ;  but,  as  I  before  observed,  great 
care  should  be  taken,  upon  these  occa- 
sions, so  to  express  ourselves  as  not  to  be 
understood  as  regarding  insurrection  in  Ve- 
racruz as  a  good  thing ;  because,  unless 
this  be  done,  we  may  chance  to  stab  our 
own  government  through  the  sides  of  the  enemy. 
To  exult  at  an  insurrection  and  a  mutiny  in  a 
fleet;  to  express  our  pleasure  at  such 
things,  without  fully  stating  the  grounds  of 
our  exultation,  and  showing  that  it  is  not 
the  thing  itself  ihAt  we  like,  but  the  use  of  it 
in  a  particular  application  ;  without  doing 
this,  we  do,  in  fact,  inculcate  insurrection 
and  mutiny  in  every  part  of  the  world, 
which,  I  take  it,  is  more  than  either  the 
Courier  or  the  Chronicle  wishes  to  do. 
■ It  is  not  enough  to  say,  that  Napo- 
leon is  our  -enemy.  That  alone  is  not  suf- 
ficient to  justify  us  in  applauding  those  of 
his  subjects  who  revolt  and  those  of  his 
sailors  who  mutiny  ;  fgr,  if  it  were,  then 
are  insurrection  and  mutiny  matters  of 
mere  expediency;  and,  as  it  is  so  desirable 
that  they  should  take  place  in  one  coun- 
try, why  should  it  BOt  be  equally  desira- 
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ble  for   them   to   lake   place  in   another 

CDuniry  ? 1  trust,  therefore,  that  Mr. 

P<'iry,  when  he  again  expresses  his  deii^ihi 
at  iliese  insutreciions  and  niucinies  in  Hol- 
land, Flanders,  and  France  (for  to  the 
lattei  country  ihey  are,  it  seems,  already 
extended),  he  will  fully  state  the  grounds 
ef  his  joy, as  I  have   endeavoured  to  do  in 

the  foregoing  pages  of  this  article. 

The  intelligence  l)eing  now  derived  from 
this  authentic  source,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
of  its  truth  ;  andj  therefore,  I  shall,  contrary 
to  my  usual  practice,  indulge  in  afew  con- 
jectures as  to  the  probable  consequences. 
The  sailors  having  mutinied  at  Ant- 
werp, the  inhabitants  will,,  doubtless,  fol- 
low their  example  ;  because  the  complete 
success,  with  which  the  mutiny  has  been 
attended,  implies  the  want  either  of 
power  or  of  will  in  the  soldiers  to  put 
a  stop  to  it.  The  inhabitants  of  Antwerp 
will,  then,  we  must  suppose,  join  with  the 
sailors;  and,  one  of  the  first  steps  will  be, of 
course,  to  carry  the  ships  down  the  Scheldt 
and  surrender  them  to  our  Admiral,  who 
will  take  them  and  the  seamen  into  our  ser- 
vice, and  employ  both  in  the  deliverance 
of  Europe.   The  people  of  Flushing  having 

•  caught  the  "  flaine,"  as  the  Morning  Chro- 
nicle calls  it,  Walcheren,  dear  Walcheren  ! 

•  will,  of  course,  be  put  into  our  hands  with- 
out firing  a  gun.  All  Holland  will  follow 
the  example.  The  French  will  be  chassed 
out,  as  the  correspondents  in  Portugal  call 
it ;   the  friends  of  the  old  government  will 

•  assume  power,  and,  in  a  few  months,  the 
Stadtholder  will  be  reinstated.  Travelling 
•northward,  the  insurrection  will  oust  the 
French  from  the  Hans  Towns  ;  will  eject 
them  from  Denmark ;  will  kick  Berna- 
dotte  out  of  Sweden,  where  the  king, 
whose  departure  from  England  is  now  ac- 
counted for,  will  remount  the  throne. 
Taking  next  a  sweep  athwart  Germany, 
the  insurrection  will  drive  Jerome  Buona- 
parte from  his  territories,  and  especially 
from  dear  Hanover.  The  Confederation  of 
the  Rhine  will  be  dissolved;  the  Emperor 
and  Electors  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire 
will  resume  their  ranks,  offices,  functions, 
privileges  and  emoluments ;  Rome  will 
once  more  be  the  seat  of  St.  Peter's  Suc- 
cessor ;  Naples  will  ag^in  see  its  amiable 
king  and  queen;  the  Dukes  will  resume 
their  sway  in  Tuscany  and  Modena,  the 
Doge  at  Genoa ;  Piedmont  will  receive 
back  her  legitimate  sovereign ;  all  Italy 
will  be  delivered,  and  the  Swiss  Cantons 
will  once  more  be  restored  to  that  happy 
«tate,  which,  for  want  of  wars  of  their  own, 
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enable  their  several  governments  to  hire 
out  the  y<)uth  of  the  country   to  fight  for 
other  nations,  and  in  some  cases,  4,o  fight 
against  each  other  for  foreign  hire.— — In 
the  mean  while,  France  herself,  duly  pre- 
pared by  the  oppressions  exercised  on  th(ft. 
people,  will,  in  all  human  probability,  be 
ready  to  receive  Lord  Viscount  Talavera^; 
who,  having  first  delivered  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, will  next  become  the  deliverer  of 
France,  and,  having  restored  to  her  that 
regular  government,  of  which  she  has  been 
so  long  deprived,  will,  of  course,  return  to, 
England  by  the  way  of  Calais  and  Dover^^ 
and  will  enter  London  crowned  with  lau- 
rels, and  march  to  melodious  music  along 
roads   strewed    with    branches   and   with 
flowers.-       The  gun-firing,  the  illumina- 
tions, the   bell-ringing,  the   turtle  eating, 
the  toasting  and  singing,  the  paragraph 
and  poetry  grinding  that  will  follow  I  shall 
not  attempt  to  describe,      I  shall  leave 
these   to  the  imagination  of  the  reader  , 
and,  I  shall  also  leave  him  to  guess,  if  he 
can,  at  the  end  of  Buonaparte.— —These 
events  having  taken  place,  commerce,  of 
course,  will  be  restored  to  its  usual  chan- 
nels ;  all  the  blessings  of  regular  govern- 
ment will  be  insured  to  us  for  our  natural 
lives  ;    or,  at  least,  there  will  be  nothing 
wanting  but  to  tower  the  price  of  the  Dollar. 
It  is  quite  surprizing  to  see  how  Na- 
poleon employs,  or,  rather,  amuses  himself 

amidst  all  this. The  Courier  tells  us, 

that  his  time  is  divided  between  the  cradle 

and  the  niirserr/. "  Paris  papers,**  says 

the  Courier  of  the  25th  instant,  "  arrived 
"  last  night  to  the  20th  instant.  Whikt 
"  his  Marshals  are  flying  before  the  Bri- 
"  tish  legions,  defeated  in  every  encounter. 
"  Whilst  his  armies  are  suftering  every 
"  privation,  ill  fed,  ill  clothed,  and  worse 
"  paid,  what  occupies  the  attention  of 
"  Buonaparte  .''  The  cradle  and  the  nursery! 
"  Couriers  are  passing  from  Paris  to 
"  Vienna,  on  the  important  errand  ojf 
"  carrying  Bulletins  of  the  boy's  health, 
"  and  invitations  to  the  Emperor  of  Aus- 
"  tria  to  stand  Godfather  to  him.  Buona- 
"  parte  and  his  MISTRESS  are  to  go  to 
"  Notre  Dame  on  the  2d  of  June,  the  day 
"  of  Pentecost,  when  the  fruit  of  their 
"  ADULTERY  is  to  be  christened.  And 
"  these  are  the  chief  contents  of  the  Paris 
"  Papers !  There  is  as  little  intelligence 
"  from  the  armies  in  the  Peninsula,  as  if 
"  no  war  existed  there  to  drain  the  blood. 
"  and  the  resources  of  the  French  nation." 
- — -How  angry  this  man  seems  at  th^ 
"  Freru:k  nation"  for  not  fteeming'CO  cart 
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about  the  drain  upon  its  blood  and  re- 
sources.' Base  dogs  !  What,  will  (hey  not 
stir?  Will  they  suller  their  blood  and  re- 
sources to  be  drained  away  for  tlie  pur- 
poses of  entailing  accursed  slavery  upon 
the  people  in  the  South  of  Europe  ?  De- 
generate wretches  !  Will  ihey  thus  sub- 
mit to  work  like  horses  and  asses  and  to 
have  their  earnings  taken  from  them  by 
tame  cheaters,  for  the  purpose,  in  reality, 
o£ preventing  the  people  of  fepain  aud  Por- 
tugal/»o;«  becoming  free;  aye,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  these  oppressed  people 
from  recovering  their  natural  rights  ;  and 
thereby  setting  a  dangerous  example.  They 
must  be  base  dogs  indeed  to  suffer  this  ; 
but,  at  any  rate,  they  are  not  base  enough 
to  applaud  the  wisdom  of  those  measures, 
of  that  train  of  iniquitous  schemes,  by 
which  they  are  thus  robbed  and  made  to 
work  for  the  means  of  insuring  their  own 
slavery.  They  are  not  base  enough  for 
this.  They  hold  their  tongues  about  it,  at 
any  rate.  They  sing  and  dance  and  fiddle. 
They  s-eem  to  endeavour  to  forget  their 
disgrace.  They  are  not  so  heinously  base 
as  to  affect  to  be  happy  under  it.  They 
know  that  they  are,  in  fact,  under  the  sway 
of  the  bayonet,  and  they  are  not  so  shame- 
lessly base  as  to  brag  about  their  freedom. 
They  know,  that,  in  fact,  they  dare  not 
speak  explicitly  upon  public  matters,  ex- 
cept they  speak  in  praise  of  those  who  op- 
press them.  This  they  know  well ;  but, 
I  must  say  this  much  for  them,  that  they 
are  not  so  far  lost  to  all  sense  of  truth  and 
decency  as  to  pretend  to  look  upon  them- 
selves as  enjoying  political  liberty.  They 
are  base  enough  as  it  is  ;  but,  they  would 
be  much  more  base  if  they  used  this  hy- 
pocrisy as  an  excuse,  or  rather  a  disguise, 
for  their  cowardice. 

'<  • 
V.  Portugal.     The  War. The  war  in 

Portugal  is  become  of  more  interest  than 
ever  now  that  there  is  a  prospect  of  a  re- 
solution  in  France,  and  of  the  speedy  deli- 
verance of  all  Europe. — —Lord  Talavera 
will,  I  suppose,  pursue  Massena  into 
France,  unless,  indeed,  the  French  army 
tmder   that   general    should    disperse,  or 

come  over  to  us  in  a  body. Lord  Ta- 

lavera's  last  Dispatch  will  be  found  in 
another  part  of  this  Number.  It  appears, 
that  Massena  had  crossed  the  Portuguese 
frontier,  and  had  merely  left  a  garrison  in 
Almeida,  which  was  expected  soon  to  fall. 
In  short,  the  two  armies  appear  from  thi» 
pispatch,  to  he  precisely  wliere  they  were  Just 
about  a  txvelve  month  ago.      But,  the  Portu- 
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guese  people  are  not  where  they  were  a 
twelve  month  ago.  Their  oiitc  groves 
have  been  cut  down.  They  are  beggared. 
They  are  delivered  of  their  eatables  and 
their  clotlics  and  their  lodgings.  It  is 
stated  in  our  neus-pspers,  by  borne  of  the 
writers  from  the  army,  that  Portugal  has 
been  thrown  back  for  tldrty  years.  It  has, 
then,  been  a  prosperous  campaign  for 
Portugal !  One  of  these  writers,  as  quoted 
in  my  last  Number,  exclaims,  "  Oh ! 
"  happy  England!  You  are  safe  from  such 

"  scenes  !" This  is  pretty  comfort  for 

the   people  of  Portugal. But,  we  are 

subscribing  for  their  relief.  Yes,  11,135/. 
155.  was  subscribed  for  them  the  otlier 
day,  at  a  Grand  Meeting  in  the  city,  com- 
posed of  Merchants  and  Bankers;  and,  it 
must  be  a  great  consolation  to  that  beg- 
gared and  half-murdered  people  to  hear, 
that  there  is  subscribed  for  their  relief,  a 
sum  amounting  to  more  thd^n  ftve  fart hjigs, 
and,  indeed,  to  almost  three  half-pence,  a 

head  ! Let  me  hear  of  20  millions  of 

pounds  being  subscribed,  and  tlien  I  shall 
begin  to  think,  that  the  poor  creatures 
will  get  something  like  relief.  That  sum 
would  make  them  10/.  each  (in  paper- 
money),  and  .surely  that  is  no  great 
matter.      What,   then,   are  Jive  farthings  ? 

To  return   to  the   Dispatch  of  Lord 

Talavera,  I  do  not  see  any  details  of  pri^ 
soneis  and  cannon  taken,  and  hardly  any 
waggons  do  I  see  in  the  account  of  cap- 
tures." There  are  killings  and  woundings  in 
abundance,  but  very  few  prisoners.  Thi« 
is  a  pretty  strong  proof  that  we  have  not 
gained  much  in  this  pursuit ;  and  that  the 
retreat  has  been  very  ably  conducted. — — 
At  an}'  rate,  the  two  armies  are  only  w  here 
they  were  a  year  ago;  except  that  the 
French  have  Rodrigo  open  to  them  now, 
which  they  had  not  then  ;  and,  all  that 
the  Portuguese  have  suffered  is  the  fruit 
of  the  campaign.  The  protection  of  Por- 
tugal against  the  French  was  the  object 

then,  and  so  it  is  noiv. It  « ill  be  said, 

indeed,'  that  things  are  totally  changed  j 
that  now  there  is  an  insurrection  in  France, 
and  that  Massena  will  be  obliged  to  hasten 
home  to  assist  his  master.  Very  true;  but, 
who  have  we  to  thank  for  that  ?  Not  my 
Lord  Talavera.  He  has  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  insurrections  in  Flanders  and 
Holland  and  France.  It  may,  indeed,  be 
said,  that  our  ministers  have  had  something 
to  do  in  causing  these  insurrections,  which 
have  arisen,  in  all  human  probability,  out 
of  the  galling  taxation  which  their  vigor- 
ous war  has  rendered  necessary  to  Napo- 
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leon.  This  h  possible  ;  but  Lord  Talavera 
has  had  no  hand  in  the  glorious  work, 
arid  I,  therefore,  should  certainly   not  be 

disjjosed  to  thank  him  for  it. He  is,  as 

was  said  before,  J«.<;/  where  he  tvus  last  year ;  ~ 
but  then  the  country  behind  him  was  un- 
touched ;  now  it  is  devastated,  ravaged, 
ruined,  the  very  germe  of  its  wants  being, 
to  a  great  extent,  destroyed.  For  what, 
then,  is  he  to  be  thanked  ? 

Jubilee    Dollars. Since    my    last| 

Number,  two/re5A/)j/^s  have  appeared,  in 
order  to  persuade  the  public,  that  Silver 
will  shortly  become  more  abundant,  and 
that,  ot  course,  it  is  not  worth  their  while  to 
hoard.  On  the  25th  the  following  para- 
graph was  circulated  :—."  The  Bullion 
"  Brokers  to  the  Bank  have,  it  is  said,  for- 
"  mally  declared,  that  Silver  has  within  a 
*'  few  (i'SiysJallcn  in  value  in  such  pvopor- 
"  tion,  as  to  reduce  the  intrinsic  value  of 
*'  a  dollar  to  Jive  shillings  one  penny  and  a 

*  fraction."- Whence  this  pufF comes  is 

very  evident',  but,  will  the  Bank  let  out 
their  dollars  at  this  price  F  They  know 
"better  ;  and  I  must  actually  see  the  thing, 
before  I  will  believe,  that  they  will  let  out 
anv  dollars  at  .5:r.  Gt/.  If  they  do,  these 
dollars  will  not  remain  long  in  circulation, 
in  spile  pf  all  the  prosecutions  that  may 
be  commenced  against  the  dealers  in  coin, 
———In  my  last  I  mentioned  the  case  of 
the  dealer,  taken  up  for  selling  B  mk 
No.tes.  Since  that,  it  has  been  pub- 
lished more  circumstantially,  as  follows. 
—-''Mansion-House,  Tuesday,  April  23. — 
"James  King,  Guard  of  the  Yarmouth 
"  Mail  Coach,  was  brought  up  for  exami- 
**  nation,  upon  a  charge  oi purchasing  eight 
"  guineas,  the  coin  of  this  realm,  at  a  price 
"  considerably  beyond  their  current  value. 
*'  The  charge  was  brought  by  Mr.  Nalder, 
"the  Under-Marshal  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
"  don  ;  who,  in  consequence  of  in  form  a- 
*'  tion  received  from  the  Treasury,  that 
"  there  were  persons  about  town  employed 
"  as  agents  to  purchase  guineas  for.  cxporta- 
"  tion,  made  diOircnt  encjuiry,  and  having 
"  found  out  the  defendant,  be  inarued,eiglit 
''  guineas,  and  went  with  Suyer,  the  Bqw- 
"  street  officer,  who  sold  those  guineas -to  the 
*'  prisoner,  mid  received  for  each  )l.  .55.  ,6^. 
"Mr.  Nalder  shortly  afterwards  took  the 
*' prisoner  into  custody,  found  the  tnarked 
"  gm'neas  upon  him,  and  brought  him  be.- 
"  fore  the  Lord  Mayor;  the  transaction 
'''  being  against  the  Statute  of  the  third  qf 
"  Hdward  til,  which  subjects  ofieiulers  to 
"  the  penalty  of  twelve  months  imprison- 


"  ment,   and  fine  at  the  discretion  of  the 
"  Court.     The  defendant  was  admitted  id 

"  bail." This  is  precisely  such  another 

case   as  that  of   Dfi  Yonce.     But,  what , 
enables  this  news-writer  to  say,  that  this 
act  was  against   the  Statute  of  the  3d  of 
Ed.  III.     There  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in 
it.     The  statement  is  wholly  false.     It  is 
an  attempt  to  frighten  people  ;  and,  is,  in  , 
fact,  like  the  tricks  that  they  had  recourse  " 
to  in  France  to  deter  people    from    giving, 
gold  and  silver   a    preference   to  paper. 

■■ But,  that  which  is   most  to  be  dwelt^* 

upon  is  ihe  folly  of  all   this,  -v^hile,  at  lh6' 
same  time,  it  can,   I  dare  say,  be  proved,' 
that  coin  is  bought 
mium,  or,   in   other 


with   paper  at  a  pre-" 
words,  that  paper  is 


bought  with  coin  at  a  discount,   in  evefy 


street  in  London,  and  in  every  town  in  th^** 
country.— —However,  such  things  wilf.^ 
be.  There  never  yet  has  been  a  depreciated 
paper-money  unattended  with  such  symp- 
toms. They  belong  to  it.  They  make 
part  of  its  appurtenance* ;  and,  as  the 
paper  goes  down,  they  will  increase 
in  number  as  well  as  in  force.— — There 
is  one  puj^,  which,  out  of  many,  I  shall 
select  for  insertion  on  account  of  itft' 
great  curiosity.  It  will  make  the  sensible  ' 
reader  laugh ;  but,  he  will  also  perceive, 
that  it  may  serve  to  dupe  some  few  of 
those  who  are  enabled  to  hoard.  The  ob-»^ 
ject  of  it  is  to  persuade  the  public,  that 
great  masses  of  gold  and  silver  may  shortly 
be  expected  from  China  and  India. — — ^ 
"A  SINGULAR  CHANGE  is  about  to^ 
"  take  place  in  our  commercial  relatioh.s 
"  with  the  East,  and  especially  with 
"  China.  For  AGES,  the  precious  metali 
"  exported  to  the  latter  have  been  in  a 
"  slate  of  accumulation ;  a  large  portion  of 
"  them  will  probably,  in  a  short  time,  \t- 
"  turn  to  this  quarter  of  the  globe.  An  ab- 
"  solute  want  of  raw  materials  of  various 
''  descriptions  has  at  length  upeiied  the 
''  eyes  of  the  Chinese  to  the  folly  of  re- 
"  taining  within  their  own  empire,  through 
''  motives  pf  jealousy,  a  commodity  which 
"  derives  its  chief  value  fiom  its  being  c6'rt- 
"  side  red  as  the  only  gtrtcrtd  initrufnent,  of 
"  coviVierce.  The  countries  contiguous  tO 
"  (Jhina  begin  now  to  experience  the  be- 
''  neficial  conseguences  of  ihe  change,  Cort- 
'*  siderable  supplies  of  specie  have  already 
"  reached  various  parts  of  India  froth 
"  China  ;  and  in  Bengal,  silver  has  ttcent- 
*'  ly  been  most  abundant.  Indeed,  it  is 
''  so  plentiful  at  Calcutta,  that  the  rate  of 
''  interest,  which  in  India  has  usually  beefi 
''  extremely  high,  lias  fallen  aliii^St  JisTo^ 
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"  as  in  Europe.  In  some  of  the  ships  about 
"  to  arrive  from  India,  large  supplies  of  dol- 
"  lars,  and  specie  in  gtneral,  ore  expected; 
"  and  it  is  calculated,  that,  before  any 
"  very  long  period  elapses,  we  shall  in  this 
"  country  receive  from  that  quarter  further 
"  supplies  to  the  amount  of  7  viillions  of  dol- 

"  lars." This    is  as  nice  a  thing   as  I 

have  cast  my  eyes  upon  for  a  long  time. 
It  is  worth  being  put  upon  record;  and 
will,  I  am  certain,  not  be  deomed  unwor- 
thy of  particular  notice  by  him  who  shuil 
write  the  history  of  our  jiaper-money, 
which  will  long  be  remembered  in  the 
world  as  the  most  complete   instance  of 

the  effects  of  human  credulity.- This 

paragraph,  were  there  nothing  else;  this 
paragraph  itself,  is,  I  think,  a  clear  proof 
of  cullibility  of  this  nation.  What !  tell 
us,  that  the  Chinese,  who  have,  for  ages, 
been  accumulating  gold  and  silver,  have 
now,  all  of  a  sudden,  resolved  to  let  them 
go  out  of'  their  country  ;  and  that  part  of 
them  are,  at  this  moment,  about  to  arrive 
in  England!  Tell  us  this,  and  hope  that  it 

will  induce  us   not  to   hoard  ? But,  I 

shall  be  told,  perhaps,  th&t,  because  this 
paragraph   is  ^yritten    and    an    insertion 
bought  for  it  in  a  news-paper,  it  does  not 
hence  follow,   that  the  people  aie  fools 
enough  to  believe  it.     Yes,  it  does.     The 
people  who  insert  such  paragraphs,  know 
very    well    whom    they    are  addressing. 
They  are  cunning  enough  to  know  that ; 
and,  besides,  if  there  were  people   to  be- 
lieve, if  there  are  people  to  believe,  and 
strenuously  to  contend,  that  the  paper  is 
not  depreciated,  though    the    guinea    will 
fetch  25s.  Qd.  worth  of  it  from  the  bands 
of  the  middle  man,  who  has  yet  to  take  a 
profit  upon  the  transaction ;   if  there   are 
people,  wbo,  in  the  face  of  such  facts  no- 
torious as  the  sun  at  noon  day,   will  con- 
tend, and  sincerely  contend,  that  the  paper 
is  not  depreciated  ;  why,  then,  I  saj',  that 
man  must  be  very  incredulous,  who  thinks 
them   incapable   of   believing   this   story 
about  the  Chinese.     Vihy  should  they  not 
believe  it }  Why  should  they  not  believe, 
that  the   Emperor  of  China  is   going  to 
send  a  parcel  of  gold  in  exchange  for  some 
of  our   Bank  notes  ?    What  is  there   that 
they  may  not  believe  }  Why  should  they 
not  believe  that  paper  is  gold  }  Why  should 
they  not  believe  that  Bank  Directors  have 
the  power,  of  working  miracles  ?     Talk  of 
Trar(Su4sian^iaf/o«  indeed  !  Pretend  to  laugh 
at  Catholic  nations  !   Our  faith  in  pecuniary 
matters  (to  say  notliing  of  our  religious 
i»kh  which  is  quite  eqiuil  to  theirs)  sur- 


passes  thi.s,  or  any  other,  part  of  their 

creed. This  quality    in   us  was  well 

known  to  the  author  of  the  above  para- 
graph, wdio  did  not  put  pen  to  paper  'till 
he  had  well  considered  the  character  of 
those  whom  he  wonted  to  dupe.  I  do 
not  know  why  we  should  not  believe,  that 
the  Emperor  of  China  is  going  to  send 
over  ship  loads  of  gold  and  silver  to  our 
Bank  ;  and,  I  dare  say,  I  verily  believe, 
that  the  story  will  be  "swallowed  by  thou- 
sands among"st  us.  Not  that  these  trick-S 
will  answer  any  purpose  in  the  end ;  but, 
the  object  of  those  who  play  them  olf  is 
just  to  postpone  the  evil  hour  from  day  to 
day,  as  they  sometimes,  I  am  told,  borrow 
money  in  the  city,  for  half  a  day  at  a  time  ! 

There  is  one  little  point,  in  which  the 

fabricator  of  this  paragraph  forgot  him- 
self. He  says,  that  the  Chinese  have  dis- 
covered, that  Gold  and  Silver  derive  their 
chief  value  from  being  considered  as  the 
o«/y  general  insinmient  of  conmiBX-e. In- 
deed !  I  thouglit  you  told  us,  but  the 
other  day,  that  paptr  wa§  better  ?  Ther^ 
are  not  less  than  half  a  dozen  of  dunces 
pestering  the  public  with  pamphlets  about 
(he  superiority  of  paper  over  gold.  Mr. 
BoASE  tells  them  that  guineas  are  an  incum- 
brance, and  the  Baronet,  whom  the  public 
have,  as  it  were  by  intuition,  surnamed 
the  ivise,  calls  Bank  notes  a.7nine  of  national 
prosperity.  In  the  face  of  all  this,  it  is  a 
little  too  bad  to  tell  us,  that  the  Chinese 
have  discovered,  that  gold  and  silver  are 
so  essentially  useful  in  connnerce,  and 
are,  indeed,  •'  the  only  general  instrument 

"  of  commerce." But,  as  1  said  before, 

there  is  nothing  too  absurd  for  us  to  swal- 
low. We  are,  in  this  way,  the  most  gross 
feeders  that  the  world  ever  saw.  The 
truth  is,  that,  as  the  old  regular  trader,  Mr. 
Chalmers,  says,  alniosl  every  man  de- 
pends upon  paper  for  his  daily  bread. 
Nine  out  of  every  ten  think  they  have  aii 
interest  in  supporting  the  thing.  There 
ase,  comparatively,  i^'w  who  look  deeply 
into  such  matters.  There  is  an  old  saying, 
"  If  I  boy  the  Devil,  I'll  sell  the  Devil." 
And  it  is  thus  wiih  the  paper.  lEven  those 
who  view  it  in  its  proper  light,  take  and 
pass  it  as  other  p»0jde  dp.  indeed  they 
cannot  help  ihemselvts.  But,  all  this  will 
not  prevent  the  Jiatural  end  of  the  paper- 
money,  nor  any  of  the  consequences  that 
the    paper-money     is    destined    to    bring 

forth.- Mr.  Marryatt  opened  a  scene 

somewhat  new,  on  Thursday  evening,  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  He  explained  a 
species  of  traffic  carried  on  by  the  Bauk 
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in  Pxc/iequer  Bills,  these  latter  being  a 
specks  of  promissory  note  bearing  interest ; 
and  these  the  Bank  buys  and  keeps 
by  them,  and,  of  course,  receives  the  inte- 
rest for  them;  anti,  observe,  they  pay  for 
them   in  thtir  oivn  notes,    which    bear    no 

interest. This  is  a  curious  operation,  and 

worth  illustrating  a  little. The  govern- 
ment issues  notes  called  Exchequer  Bills, 
it)  payment  of  debts  that  it  owes,  or  iu 
order   to   get  money   for  the  purpose   of 

paying  debts. Now,  to  speak  ia  round 

numbers,  suppose  the  government  wants  a 
thuvsund  pounds,  and  has  not  so  much  in 
the  Exchequer.  "Why,"  say  you,  "as 
'•'  paper  is  easily  printed,  and  as  people 
**  are  willing  to  take  paper  for  labour  and 
"  goods,  the  best  way  is  for  the  govern- 
"  ment  to  make  a  hundred  ten  pound 
*'  notes  at  once  ;  and  thvis  pay  in  its  own 
"  home-made  coin.     Why  not  do  this?" 

Indeed,  it  does  seein  absurd,  that  the 

government  Should  go  to  the  Bank  to  get 
pap  r  to  pay  with,  when  it  could  mnke  it 
as  well  at  home,  Bcft,  there  is  something 
in  appearances;  there  is  something  in 
settled  opinion;  and  I  have  heard  a  man 
in  the  country  say,  that  he  thought  the 
National  Debt,  o,v  Funds,  would  fail;  but, 
that  the  Bank  of  England  would  stand. 
Aye,  it  is  that  of  England  put  to  the  end 
of  it ;  and  long  habit,  which  is  second  na- 
ture.  Besides,  it  would  not  look  well 

for  the  government  to  issue  its  own  money; 
to  print  it  off  aiid  publish  it  from  White- 
hall ;  for,  it  would  easily  occur  then,  to 
every  one,  that  there  could  not  possibly 
be  any  want  of  money  so  long  as  there 

were  paper  and   ink. Hence  it  is  that 

the  other  way  is  chosen  ;  and  this  brings 
us  back  to  our  supposition  of  the  thousand 
pounds  wanted  by  the  government. — It 
issues,  not  bank  notes.  Oh,  no  I  not  for  the 
world  !  It  does  not  grind  its  own  money. 
It  issues  an  Exchequer  Bill  for  a  thousand 
pounds.  That  is  to  say,  it  makes  a  pro- 
missory note,  bearing  interest;  the  Bank 
takes  the  said  note,  and  gives  the  govern- 
ment a  hundred  of  its  notes  for  it  at  ten 
pounds  each,  or  ten  notes  at  a  hundred 
pounds  each,no  matter  wliich  ;  and  these 
the  government  pays  away  for  goods  or 
services,  or  no  matter  what.  So,  you 
see,  the  government  gives  promissory 
notes  that  bear  an  interest  in  exchange  for 

promissory  notes  that  bear  no  interest. 

After  this,  the  reader  will  enter  with  due 
preparation  upon  Mr.  Makryatt's  Speech, 
which  I  shall  insert  imhiediately  after  this 
Summary.     T|ie  Speech,  as  will  be  seen, 

]yj5\  oiiJi*;:.    J* 


Mr.  Marryatt's  Speech.  [UMO 

received   no  answer;     and   indeed,   none 

could  it  receive. 1  beg  the  reader  tei^ 

remark  the  expressions  about  the  '"^  PAPERiS 
"  MILL."  Seven  years,  seven  long  years, 
have  I  been  abused  like  a  thief  for  making 
use  of  such  like  expressions. — — I  must, 
once  more,  beg  the  reader  to  go  through 
Mr.  Maukyatt's  Speech.  It  is  not  long; 
and  it  opens  a  new  and  very  interesting 

W-^  COBBETr. 

State  Prison,  Netogate.  Friday, 
April 'Z^i,  1811. 

.-• Oj_ 

MR.  MARilYATrS  SPEECH 
In   the     Hoitse^    of    Commons,    25ih  April, 
1811,  on  the  szihjcct  of  Exchequer. liiil»u 
bought  by  the  Lan/c.  ■  .-^  :\:._-'"  -o-s 

Mr.  Marbyatt  requested  the  litu-htion 
of  the  House  for  a  lew  miiHite-;,  s-n  ;»  sub- 
ject which  to  him  appeared  of  coMifider- 
able  importance;  it 'was  the  exo*rs.«it*'e 
purciiase  of  Exchequer  Bdis  bv  tU"  B.»nk 
of  England.  From  olficial  communica- 
tions, it  had  appeared,  that  the  quantny 
of  Bank  paper  in  circulation  before  the 
Bank  restriction,  was  on  the  average  four- 
teen millions;  that  at  the  time  ofthere- 
stricrion,  eleven  milions;  and  that  at  the 
present  about  twenty-four  millions.  The 
excessive  nature  of  this  latter  issue  was 
found  in  the  increased  price  of  provisions, 
and  every  article  of  common  use.  Some 
of  the  evils  which  were  imputed  to  this 
circulation,  were,  it  was  true,  referred  to 
the  unguarded  system  of  granting  licenceSj 
which  had  been  lately  pursued ;  and  if 
Parliament  could  pass  an  act  for  closing 
up  the  doors  of  the  room  where  the  Lords 
of  Trade  sat  to  grant  those  extravagant 
licences,  and  another  to  close  up  that 
where  the  Bank  Directors  met  to  manufac- 
ture their  notes,  parliament  could  not 
pass  two  Acts  mo»e  highly  beneficial  to 
the  community.  The  fact  of  the  exces- 
sive issue  of  Bank- notes  was  not  to  be 
denied;  it  was  plain  and  palpable;  but 
then  there  came  an  answer  promptly  on 
the  other  side.  The  Bank,  it  would  be 
said,  made  no  attempt  at  forcing  their 
paper  into  circulation,  and  the  people 
only  got  it  as  they  asked  for  it.  But  the 
matter  of  mischief  lay  in  another  direc- 
tion. The  Bank  formerly  drove  a  most 
flourishing  Discount  trade.  It  was  noto- 
rious that  the  trade  was  cut  short  at  once ; 
and  it  was  equally  notorious  that  it  was  cut 
short  merely  by  their  rriost  regular  and 
best  customers  having  found  their  way  int6 
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the  Gazette.  When  this  prosperous  traffic 
was  at  an  end,  the  Bank  looked  about  lor 
another.  They  came  into  the  market, 
bought  upJaxchequer  Bills,  and  paid  with 
theirovvn  paper.  They  thus  pushed  out  an 
immense  quantity  of  paper  which  cost  them 
nothing  ;  but  which  the  public  neither 
wished  for,  nor  wanted.  Let  the  House 
consider  the  effects  ot"  this  principle  once 
estabhshed.  The  whole  transaction  went 
against  the  original  objects  of  a  National 
Bank.  The  Bank  was  established  for  the 
assistance  of  commerce,  to  discount  bills, 
to  buy  up  bullion,  and  other  purposes  of 
the  same  kind.  There  was  present  to  the 
minds  of  the  founders  of  the  Bank,  all  the 
danger  which  might  arise  from  loo  close 
a  connection  between  the  Bank  and  tlie 
Government,  and  they  adopted  every  pre- 
caution in  their  power  against  the  evil. 
But  in  1793,  a  Bill  was  brought  in  by  JNIr. 
Pitt,  to  allow  the  Bank  to  issue  money 
upon  Treasury  acceptances.  Even  then 
the  principle  was  so  far  respected,  that 
the  issue  was  limited  to  600,000/.  Some 
modifications  of  the  law  had  since  taken 
place,  and  it  was  possible  the  Bank 
might  be  sheltered  by  the  letter,  but 
they  had  certainly  violated  the  spirit 
of  the  law,  even  as  it  stood  at  this  mo- 
ment. The  House  should  look  at  the 
hardships  sustained  by  individuals  in 
this  trade.  What  was  to  be  the  chance 
of  private  men,  in  a  competition  with  the 
Bank  of  England  ?  In  the  first  jnitance, 
this  mighty  purchaser  swelled  the  price 
of  the  article  by  his  perpetual  presence  in 
the  market.  In  the  second  place,  he 
swelled  the  price,  without  sufiering  any 
thing  by  his  own  extravagancies.  The 
individual  brought  actual  property  ;  the 
price  of  his  land,  his  inheritance,  his  goods, 
and  must  Ic^y  those  down  for  the  Exche- 
quer Bill.  The  Bank  was  not  pressed  by 
this  inconvenience.  It  parted  with  no- 
thing. It  was  liberal  of  nothing  that  was 
worth  keeping.  It  simply  zi-enl  io  its  paper - 
niilt.  The  mill  nas  set  in  motion,  the  pur- 
chase was  made  without  diiliculty,  and 
the  price  of  every  thing  we  eat,  or  drink, 
or  wear,  was  insianily  increased.  But 
why  did  it  not  strike  the  Minister  that  the 
Exchequer  Bills  ntight  be  subservient  to 
more  useful  purpus-s  than  the  profits  of 
the  Bank,  and  trie  increase  of  a  paper  cir- 
culation already  enormous  ?  The  coun- 
try would  be  betrer  inclined  to  receive 
Exchequer  Bills  payuig  interest,  than 
Bank-notes  paying  none.  If  the  Exche- 
quer Bills  were_put  into  a  fornj  fit  for  cir- 


culation, and  were  made  to  pay  even  a 
lower  interest  than  now,  they  might  pass 
as  Bank-notes  do  ;  they  would  be  received 
more  willingly  than  Bank- notes,  and 
would  naturally  help  to  checi<  iheir  exor- 
bitant issue.  A  profit  would  bt-  di.'rived 
from  them,  and  divided  between  the  pub- 
lic and  the  directors;  not  buri(;d  in  the 
exclusive  coffers  of  the  Bank.  It  was 
true,  that  those  issues  and  purchases  fur- 
nished the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
with  an  occasional  opportunity  of  display 
on  the  rising  wealth  of  the  country.  But 
the  ground  was  false  and  hollow.  The 
whole  statement  arose  from  misconcep- 
tion. The  whole  system  was  fallacious; 
and  the  nation,  like  children  looking 
through  a  magnifying  glass  in  a  raree- 
show,  were  only  more  deceived  as  they 
were  more  delighted.  A  Right  Hon.  Ba- 
ronet (Sir  J.  Sinclair),  in  a  late  publica- 
tion,  had  actually  ventured  to  state,  that  a 
Minister  wanting  to  borrow,  should  en- 
deavour to  increase  the  circulating  me- 
dium of  the  country.  To  mention  this 
singular  opinion  was  enough  for  it. 
But  there  was  a  circumstance  spring- 
ing from  this  unjustifiable  intercourse 
of  the  Bank  with  Government,  which 
ought  to  awake  the  House.  It  was  re- 
corded in  the  report  of  the  Lords'  Secret 
Committee  on  the  Bank  Restriction,  that 
in  1797,  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Gover- 
nor of  the  Bank,  on  the  occasion  of  some 
transaction  with  the  Government,  actually 
demanded  of  Mr.  Pitt  an  obligation,  that 
he  would  not  subsidise,  or  enter  into  any 
money  negociation  with  any  foreign  Go- 
vernmeiit.  Power,  or  Potentate,  without 
acquainting  the  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor  of  the  Bank  forthwith.  Tl»e  pro- 
mise was  extorted  from  Mr.  Pitt;  and  thus 
were  the  most  important  secrets  of  the 
State,  and  the  whole  course  of  our  foreign 
policN',  put  at  the  mercy  of  those  tv.o  men. 
Let  this  be  not  forgotten  by  the  House. 
Mr.  Pitt  was  forced  to  submit  to  the  de- 
mand ;  and  did  the  House  ever  expect  to 
see  a  firmer  Minister  than  Mr.  Pitt?  But 
the  Bank  had  still  more  power  at  this  mo- 
ment. Then,  they  had  but  their  share  in 
the  circulation  ot  the  country  ;  now,  they 
had  the  whole  circulation  l)y  their  paper- 
mil.  The  Bank  were  now  purchasers  of 
Exchequer  Bills  to  the  amount  of  seven- 
teen rail  lions.  This  might  be  shewn  to 
be  highly  injurious  to  the  general  i'lterests 
of  the  Empire.  But  where  w  .s  rhe  pur- 
chase to  stop  ?  Was  it  to  be  saia  that  an 
enquiry  into  these  things  was  an  enquiry 
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into  the  circumstances  of  private  property  ? 
Certainly  not.  From  the  moment  of  tlie 
Bank  restriction,  the  Eank  ceased  to  be  a 
private  undertaking.  It  became  a  public 
instrument,  strongly  afiecting  public  inte- 
rests; and  il  was  as  justifiable  to  call  such 
an  agent  to  account,  as  any  of  his  Majesty's 
Ministers.  The  charge  now  brought 
against  the  Bank  was  plain  and  intelligible. 
It  was  that  of  converting  the  means  which 
were  confided  to  it  for  public  profits, 
into  its  own  aggrandisement,  and  that 
charge  was  only  to  be  met  by  a  fair,  oi)en, 
and  candid  refutation.  The  papers  might 
be  refused  ;  but  if  the  Bank  was  guiltless, 
they  would  not  be  refused.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  attribute  refusal  to  any  other 
motive  than  the  consciousness  of  guilt,  and 
the  fear  of  exposure.  Mr.  Marryatt  then 
moved,  "  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
House,  an  account  of  the  Exchequer  Bills 
held  by  the  Bank  of  England  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  April,  June,  and  October, 
in  each  year,  from  ITy/j  up  to  the  latest 
period  to  which  the  account  could  be  com- 
pleted." 

Mr.  Mat^ning  observed,  that  the  charge 
against  the  Bank  rested  merely  on  the 
authority  of  the  Hon.  Member  who  had 
just  spoken.  There  was  no  document  on 
the  subject  before  the  House,  and  the 
H<juae  was  certainly  not  bound  to  take 
notice  of  a  mere  unauthenticated  state- 
ment. Some  Acts  of  Parliament  had 
been  stated  as  limiting  the  purchase  of 
Exchequer  Bills  to  600,000/.  It  was  true 
that  there  had  been  a  regulation  for  that 
purpose,  but  it  was  merely  temporary, 
and  died  with  the  time.  (The  Jlon.  Mem- 
ber then  quoted  a  variety  of  acts,  in  which 
purchases  to  the  amount  of  millions  were 
authorised  by  Parliament.)  There  had 
been,  in  the  passing  of  those  various  Acts, 
opportunity  enough  to  resist  the  exten- 
sioM  of  the  purchase,  if  it  were  really  ille- 
gal* -_  When  the  Bank  was  charged  with 
the  extravagant  traffic  in  Exchequer  Bills, 
it  ought  to  be  known,  that  it  never  pur- 
chased at  a  premium.  It  was  only  when 
money  was  greatly  wanting  in  the  market 
and  the  most  serious  inconveniencies 
might  result  from  withholding  their  pur- 
chase, that  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  ap- 
peared in  the  market.  The  Bank  had 
been  charged  with  raising  the  price  of  the 
government  securities.  This  was  a  curi- 
OU8  charge,  and  he  {Mr.  Manning)  must 
go  to  school  again,  if  he  was  to  learn,  that 
keefiing  up  the  value  of  government  secu- 


rities was  an  injury  to  the  country.     The 
Bank  made  no  profit  by  these  transactions. 
It  had  only  complied  with  the  regulations 
adopted    by    the   wisdom   of  Parliament, 
without. travelling  into   the    vague  state-;  ,^ 
ments,  of  its  having  raised  the  price  of  the  ] 
necessaries   of  life   by  its  issue  of  paper  ^.^ 
all  which   he   (Mr.   Manning)  must  mos>V . 
positively    deny,   (hear  !   hear !   from   tho^^'^ 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  :    he  must 
inform  the  Hon.  Member,  (Mr.  Marryatt) 
that  every  paper  which  could  be  required 
for  his  satisfaction  was  already  on  the  table, 
in    the  Appendix  to   the   Bullion  Report, 
and  in  the  accounts  which  thecashierof  the 
Bank  had    lately    presented  to  the  House^i  ; 
As   to  other  transactions,  not  connected.., 
with  matters  of  a  public  nature,  it  was  not 
to    be    expected    that   any    gratification 
would  be  given  to  mere  curiosity. 

Mr.  Marryatt  complained  that  the 
only  account  which  was  material  should 
be  still  refused.  He  desired  to  know, 
not  the  amount  of  the  Bank  dealing 
with  Government,  but  the  actual  amount 
of  the  purchase  of  Exchequer  Bills  by  the 
Bank,  on  its  private  account  in  the  mar- 
ket. But  the  Bank  was  now  putting  itself 
forward  as  the  supporter  of  the  public  sQ'^^j^. 
curities.  Why  was  it  to  stop  at  seven" 
teen  millions  ?  Why  not  buy  up  the 
whcle  thirty  millions  of  Exchequer  Bills 
that  were  out  ?  Why  not  buy  up  all 
other  securities  ?  It  would  cost  the  Bank 
nothing  but  another  application  to  the 
paper-mill.  The  Bank  might  then,  with 
the  whole  mass  of  public  securities  in  its 
hands,  proceed  to  model  its  proceedings  as 
might  best  suit  its  convenience.  One  of 
iits  operations  might  be  the  reduction  of 
the  interest ;  and  the  five  per  Cents,  might 
become  four,  and  four  three,  and  so  on. 
These  might  be  the  first  fruits  of  the  nevv 
power  which  the  Bank  had  now  taken  to 
itself,  and  only  a  beginning  of  what  might 
be  eflected  by  collusion  with  the  Minister 
of  the  day.  The  papers  necessary  for  dec 
monstrating  those  charges  might  be  re- 
fused ;  but  as  a  public  man,  hj^  could  not 
give  confidence  to  those  who  demanded 
that  he  should  give  it  blindly,  with  a  pre- 
cipice at  his  feet.  He  could  not  give  his 
entire  acquiescence  to  those  who  told  hiijt 
to  shut  his  eyes,  and  walk  on.. 

After  a  few  words  from  Sir  J.  Newport^ 
the  question  was  put,  and  negatiTcd  wiib« 
out  a  division. 
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DEPRECIATION  OF  MONEY. 

Sir  5 — The  information  you  lately  gave 
to  your  readers  respecting  the  state  of  the 
coinage  in  France,  is  conclusive  evidence, 
if  indeed  any  proof  be  wanting  beyond 
what  we  daily  experience,  that  it  is  not 
bullion  which  has  advanced  in  price,  but 
our  paper  currency,  which  is  alarmingly 
depreciated  below  its  nominal  value.  I 
am  the  better  pleased  with  your  statement 
because  it  clearly  exposes  the  fallacious 
pretence  that  has  been  so  idly  urged,  of 
the  competition  being  merely  between  the 
gold  and  silver  currency  and  not  between 
the  real  money  generally  and  paper.  It 
appears  that  the  six-livres-piece,  being 
about  of  the  same  intrinsic  value  as  our 
crown,  is,  in  reality  passing  in  France  at 
the  rate  of  only  4s.  lOd.  while  Spanish 
Dollars  worth  4s.  6d.  are  passing  with  us 
at  't)S.  6d.  and,  as  you,  in  common  with 
every  other  person  of  any  discernment, 
foresee,  cannot  be  kept  in  circulation  even 
at  thai  price.  Can  any  thing  be  more  ob- 
vious, when  even  our  wretched  silver  cur- 
rency of  counterfeit  shillings  and  six- 
pences, which  perhaps  contain  scarcely 
half  the  standard  quantitj'  of  silver,  has 
absolutely  almost  entirely  disappeared  ?  If 
this  will  not  convince  the  "  thinking  nation" 
that  Bank  notes  are  at  a  discount,  I  am 
afraid  that  a  complete  vacuum  in  our 
pockets    can   alone    cure    the    defect    in 

aiiother  quarter. Perhaps  there   never 

was  a  question  that  resolved  itself  into  a 
more  narrow  compass  than  the  subject  we 
have  now  under  discussion.  If  John  Locke 
were  alive  at  this  day,  how  would  he  laugh, 
or  rather  how  indignant  would  he  feel,  at 
his  degenerate  countrymen  for  their 
wretched  credulity  and  ignorance  ?  What 
would  be  his  surprise  at  finding  the  press 
te'eHi  with  a  parcel  ol  elaborate  pamphlets; 
pArt  to  prove,  and  part  to  controvert  a 
plain  matter  of  fact :  a  truism  as  palpable 

fi's  that  two  and  two  make  four  ? For 

my  ovvn  part,  Mr.  Cobbett,  1  shall  despair 
of  tihe  success  of  your  arguments,  how- 
ever forcible,  unless  you  can  bestow  com- 
mon understanding  enough  upon  the 
*'  thinking  people"  to  make  them  perceive 
thai  an  ounce  of  gold  or  of  silver  in  bullion, 
crinnot  be  of  more  value  than  an  equal  weighi 
thtreof  in  coin.  'Ihey  must,  according  to 
the  very  natureof  things,  be  alike, allowing 
for  that  additional  part  of  the  value  of  coin 
which    is   constituted    by    the    price     of 

labour. When  the  foregoing  felenicn- 

tary  proposition  is  clearly  understood,-  it 
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will  eafily  explain  the  mischievous  con^' 
sequences  of  a  paper  circulating  medium, 
which  can  never  possess  the  determinate 
value  of  the  precious  metals;  and  also 
teach  us  to  justly  appreciate  the  system  of 
the  "  Great  man  now  no  more,^'  and  the 
character  of  the  greedy  knaves  and  Impos- 
tors who  build  their  fortunes  on  the  ruin 
of  their  country.  Civis. 

'21  St  April,  1811. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

Spain.— Battle  of  Barrosa. — Disputes  a^ 
Cadiz,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  Spa- 
niards in  that  Battle. — Cadiz,  2'J  March 
1811 . — (  Concluded  from  page  1 024.) 

Letter  ofD,  Juan  de  la  Cruz  Montgeon,: 
to  D.  Juan  Jacinto  Lopez,  in  conse'^ 
(jnence  of  the  Letter  of  the  English  Of-, 
ficer,  inserted  in  the  Concise,  No.  41. 

This  letter,  which  is  of  very  considera- 
ble length,  begins  with  complaining  of 
the  want  of  precision  in  the  details  of  the 
English  Officer,  either  with  regard  to 
dates  or  the  positions  of  the  sections,  corps, 
or  divisions  of  the  army\  To  remedy  this 
defect  the  writer  sends  to  his  friend  a 
ground-plan  of  the  whole,  to  illustrate  the 
contents  of  his  letter.  He  then  proceeds 
to  analyse  the  letter  of  the  English  Officer 
in  the  following  manner : — ••'  He  says  in 
his  letter,  *  I  know  not  what  took  place 
on  the  heights,  aftec  our  troops  left  them,' 
&c.  To  this  i  reply,  that  Brigadier  Be- 
gines  and  myself  remained  upon  them 
with  the  division  under  his  command, 
which  consisted  of  the  company  of  mus« 
keteers  of  Getares,  a  battalion  of  the 
Queen,  the  regiments  of  Seguenza,  Can* 
tabria,  Ciudad  Real,  a  battali'n  of  the 
Walloons,  another  English  battalion,  4 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  all  the  baggage 
with  the  ammunition  of  the  first  and  se- 
cond division,  with  orders  fiom  the  Gene- 
ral in  Chief  to  begin  our  retreat  towaids 
the  bridge,  as  soon  as  we  saw  the  troops 
lepassing  by  it.  We  were  in  position  at 
this  place  when  the  enemy  were  descried 
manoeuvring  to  seize  upon  it,  without 
knowing  whether  the  English  or  Spaniards 
would  come  to  our  assistance  :  if  not  se- 
cure of  victory,  we  were  at  least  in  a  si- 
tuation to  perish  in  our  ranks,  in  order  to 
secure  the  retreat  of  our  dear  allies,  which 
also  was  carried  into  effect;  it  being  seen 
also  how  much  our  position  threatened 
the  encni}^  the  latter  marched  the  whole 
of  his  columns  to  attack  ihe  Iraops  upon 
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-it,  and  not  the  tnglisbj  whom  they  could 
by  no  lueans  see  ;  a  proof  of  this  truth 
being,  that  when  Geneial  Graham  with 
his  troops  issued  from  the  pine-wood,  he 
encountered  those  of  the  enemy,  who  had 
changed  tlje  direction  of  their  columns  on 
account  of  our  retreat,  which  D.  Santiago 
Wbittlngham  conducted,  —  Having  now 
entered  the  pine-wood,  I  observed  that 
the  English  light  infantry  had  begun  the 
action  with  those  of  the  enemy  who  fol- 
lowed us,  and  that  the  British  army  had 
returned  by  means  of  a  countermarch,  and 
i\a8  beginning  to  form  in  line  by  wheel- 
ing on  its  left,  at  the  foot  of  a  small  height 
whii;h  the  enemy  already  occupied,  with 
whom  a  terrible  fire  had  commenced  ; 
then  the  English  battalion,  which  marched 
in  front  of  the  column  which  I  commanded 
(consisting  of  the  Walloon  battalion,  and 
the  regiment  of  Ciudad  Real,  and  two 
pieces  of  artillery),  marched  towards  the 
line  of  battle  which  the  other  troops  of 
their  nation  were  forming,\vhich  battalion 
I  followed  ;  but  at  that  moment  General 
"Whittingham  ordered  me  to  march  my 
column  to  support  the  right  flank,  which 
gave  him  most  anxiety ;  because  the 
enemy  had  already  penetrated  towards 
the  beach.  At  that  moment  I  counter- 
marched by  the  left,  in  order  not  to  ob- 
struct the  line  of  battle  which  the  English 
were  forming,  and  marched  upon  Casa- 
Blanca,  making  this  movement  in  close 
battalion,  supporting  the  fire  of  artillery 
without  returning  a  shot,  overawing  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  who  durst  not  attack, 
and  never  forming  in  line,  because  we 
wanted  a  point  of  support. — On  attending 
to  the  above,  it  is  necessary  to  observe, 
that  if  Senor  C.  P.  when  he  came  out  of 
the  pine- wood  did  not  see  any  Spanish 
troops,  it  must  have  been  because  of  his 
being  fully  occupied,  or  because  for  a  time 
they  were  on  the  left  flank  of  the  line, 
where  it  was  very  difficult  for  him  to  see 
them,  on  account  of  the  wood  and  the  broken 
ground  over  which  my  column  had  to  march. 
Doubtless  C.  P.  confounds  Torre-Barrosa 
with  Casa-Bianca,  since  the  latter  is  the 
most  elevated  point  in  the  ridge  of  Puerco ; 
and  being  close  to  the  sea,  it  was  not  so 
important  for  General  Graham  to  preserve 
Barrosa  as  Casa-Bianca,  which  is  the  point 
that  commands  all  the  ground. — He  says, 
'  That  the  two  battalions  made  every 
effort  to  come  up,  but  did  not  join  till  all 
was  over,  &;c.'  To  this  I  reply  as  follows: 
-tAs  the  orders  which  I  had  were  to  guard 
the  right  £[aak>  it  became  my  duty,  on  no 


account  to  join  the  English  line  of  battle, 
thus  leaving  open  to  the  enemy  the  pass 
which  was  in  my  rear.     Had  that  beeO^ 
done,  so   far   from   being  victorious,  we'. 
should  have  been  routed ;  for  all  the  Eng-^^ 
iish   troops  were  in  one  line,  and  there 
were   no  others  to  manoeuvre   but  those 
which   I  commanded,   and   those  which 
supported    me  on    my    right  flank,    and 
which  were  commanded  by  Senor  Begines. 
For  this  reason  1  marched  still  in   close 
column  of  formation  against  the  force  of 
the  cavalry  and  infantry  which  was  posted 
in  fiont  of  Casa-Bianca,  accompanied  by 
a  squadron  of  English  hussars.     J  ordered 
the  remains  of  the  first  of  Valencia,  and 
the    companies    of  light  infantry   of  Si- 
guenza  and  Cantabria,  to  attack  in  divisions 
those  of  the  enemy  w^ho  had  hastened  to 
the  beach   to   get  possession  of  our  bag-  , 
gage.     This  was  executed,  and,  together" 
with  the  closeness  of  the  column  under 
my  command,  so  alarmed  the  enemy,  that 
their  cavalry  abandoned  their  light  troopi, 
and  retired  in   all  haste  towards  the  ter-*' 
mination  of  the  Lagoon. — Observing  that 
the  enemy  were  now  neither  on  my  rear 
nor  on  my  right,  I  marched  my  column^ 
towards  the  right  flank  of  the  English  line 
of  battle,  whose  left  was  still   engaged." 
In  this  situation,  and   always  advancing,! 
the  squadron  of  English  hussars  advanced 
and  charged   the   enemy's  cavalry,  who 
waited  for  them  v^ith   firmness,   but  th6^ 
valour  and  intrepidity  of  the  British  hus-j* 
sars  routed  them  in   less  than  a  minute." 
In  the  pursuit  the   hussars  fell   in  with  i,, 
small  square  of  enemy's   infantry,   who'' 
opened   their  fire   upon   them,  and   the 
hussars  prudently  retired  to  their  line  of 
formation.     I  took  advantage  of  this  in- 
terval, and   opened   ii  fire  from  my  two/, 
pieces   of  artillery,   the   balls   of  which" 
reached  this  square  body,  which  formed 
in    column    and    began   to   retire.     This 
being   seen   by   the   right   flanlc   of  the 
enemy's  line,  which  .still  kept  up  the  fir- 
ing with  much  briskness,  they  also  began 
their  retreat  in  the  greatest  disorder,  at 
which   moment   I   received    orders   from 
General  Graham  to  suspend  the  march  of 
my  column,  and  give  the  troops  some  re- 
laxation, as  the  English  also  did. — The^ 
whole  of  the  above  being  an  incontesta*. 
ble  fact,   Senor  C.  P.   ought  to   confess 
that   the   column    under   my    command^ 
consistinjr  of  the  battalion  of  Walloons,' " 
the  regiment  of  Ciudad  Real,   and    two, 
pieces  of  artillery,   not  only  reached  th« 
English  line  before  the  close  of  the  aCtiori^' 
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bqjt  that  tbey  had  an  essential  part  in  the 
victor}'- J  on  which  account  they  are 
sharers  iu  the  glories  of  that  day,  and  not 
for,  the  wishes  only  which  C.  P.  justly 
ascribes  to  them ;  for  if  he  considers  the 
latter  as  the  only  reason  for  their  deserv- 
ing praise^  then  he  ought  to  advert,  that 
as  much  might  be  said  of  those  troops 
which  were  at  Cadiz  and  the  Isla. 


Portugal,  The  War. — —Doivning- Street, 
,  "^-'^  April  19,  1811.~J  Dispatch,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  Vop}t>  ^«*  ""  '/'^  evening 
of  the  ilth  instant  received  at  Lord  Liver- 
pool's Office,  addressed  to  his  Lordship  hy 
Lieutenant-Gcneral  Viscount  Wellington, 
dated  Munnoleiro,  2d  April,  1811. 

My  Loud — The  Allied  Army  were  col- 
iected  in  the   neighbourhood   and  in  front 
of  Celorico  on   the  23th   March,   with  a 
view  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  the  posi- 
tion which  they  had  taken  upon  Guarda, 
which  they  still  occupied  in  force,  and  of 
which  they  apparently  intended  to  retain 
possession.     On  that  day  a  patrole  of  light 
infantry  from  Major  Gen.  Alex.  Campbell's 
division,  commanded  by   the  Honourable 
Colonel  Ramsay,  had  some  success  against 
a  detachment   of  the  enemy  at  Avelans  ; 
and  a  patrole  of  the  light  cavalry,  with  a 
detachment  of  the  95th,  with  which  was 
Major-General  Slade,   obliged  the  enemy 
to  retire  from  Fraxedas  ;  both  took  mhny 
prisoners ;    and   I  am   concerned   to  add 
that  Brigade-Major  Stewart  of  the  95th 
was  killed  with  the  last.— On  the  morning 
of  the  29th,  the  3d,  6th,  and  light  divisions 
?ind  the  Kith  light  dragoons   and   hussars, 
Under   the    command    of  Major-General 
Picton,  Major-General  Alexander  Camp- 
bell, and  Major-General  Sir  William   Ers- 
kine,  moved  upon  Guarda  in  five  columns, 
which  were  supported  by  the   5th  division 
in  the  valley  of  the  Mondego,  and  by  the 
1st  and  7  th  from  Celorico.     And  the  mi- 
litia, under   General  Trant  and  Colonel 
Wilson,  covered  the  movement  at  Alverca 
against  any  attempt  that  might  have  been 
made  on  that  side  to  disturb  it.— The  ene- 
my abandoned    the   position  of  Gkiarda 
without  firing  a  shot,  and  retired  upoa  Sa- 
bugal,  on  the  Coa.     They  were  followed 
by  our  cavalry,  who  took  some  prisoners 
from   them — On   the    30th  Sir   William 
Erskine,  with  the  cavalry  and   horse  artil- 
lery, fell  upon  the  rear   guard   of  the  2d 
corps,  which  had  been  near  Belmonte,  and 
had  marched  for  the  Coa  during  the  night, 
a«^^JiHi44''J^*lry*i^  >W9^nj^«47i.6eYeral  and 


took  some   prisoners.     The   enemy  have' 
since  taken  a  position  upon  the  Coa,  having 
an  advanced  guard  on  this  side  ;    and  the> 
allied  troops  have  this  day  been  collected 
on  the  left  of  that  river. — I  have  the  honour 
to  enclose  the   copy   of  a  letter  which  I 
have  received  from  Marshal  Sir  William 
Beresford,  containing  the  terms  of  the  ca- 
pitulationof Campo  Mayor;    and  I  have 
likewise  the  honour  of  enclosing  his  report 
of  his  first  operations  against   the  enemy, 
from  which  your  lordship  will  observe  that 
he  has  got  possession  of  that  place  again, 
and  has  bad  considerable   success   against 
the  enemy's  cavalry. — This  success  would 
have  been  more  complete,  and  would  have 
been  attended  with  less  loss,  if  the  ardour 
of  the  13th  Light  Dragoons  and  7th  Portu- 
guese regiment  of  cavalry   in  the   purs,,.?, 
of  the  enemy  could  have  been  kep    ■.  tn,  ^ 
reasonable  bounds.  Some  of  the  men  id.ss- 
ing  of  both  these   regiments  were  made 
prisoners  on  the  bridge  of  Badajoz. — The 
enemy  have  likewise  abandoned  Albuquer- 
que.— I  have  received   no  accounts  from 
Cadiz  or  from  the  North  since  I  addressee! 
your  Lordship  on  the  'i7th  March.    I  have, 
&c.  Wellington. 

Marshal  Beresford  reports,  under  date 
of  Campo  Mayor,  26th  March,  that  he- 
had  moved  on  the  preceding  morning  from 
Arronches,  and  upon  approaching  Campo 
Mayor  had  found  the  enemy's  corps 
(consisting  of  four  regiments  of  cavalry,, 
three  battalions  of  infantry,  and  some 
horse  artillery),  drawn  up  on  the  outside 
of  the  town. — Brigadier  General  Long 
being  sent  with  the  Allied  cavalry  ta  turn 
the  enemy's  right,  found  an  opportunity 
of  a  charge  to  be  made  by  two  squadrons 
of  the  1 3th  Light  Dragoons  under  Lieute- 
rtant-Colonel  Head,  and  two  squadrons  of 
Portuguese  dragoons  under  Colonel  Otway, 
supported  by  the  remainder  of  the  cavalry. 
By  this  charge-  the  enemy's  horse  vvere 
completely  routed  and  chased  by  the  four 
squadrons  above  mentioned  into  the  town 
of  Badajoz.  A  great  number  of  the  French 
were  sabred,  as  were  the  gunners  belong- 
ing to  sixteen  pieces  of  cannon  that  were 
taken  upon  the  road,  but  afterwards  aban- 
doned.—The  pursuit  of  the  enemy's  ca- 
valry having  led  a  great  proportion  of  the 
Allied  dragoons  to  a  distance  of  several 
miles  before  the  infantry  of  Marshal  Be- 
resford's  Army  could  come  up,  the  French 
infantry  availed  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  retreat  in  solid  column,  and  thus 
1  effected  their  escape.— The  enemy's  lose 
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IS  estimated  at  not  less  than  five  or  six 
hundred  men  killed,  wounded  or  prisoner" 
great  numbers  of  horses  and  mules  were 
takeOj  together  with  one  howitzer  and 
some  ammunition  waggons. — Marshal  Be- 
resford  speaks  highly  of  the  steadiness  of 
Colonel  De  Grey's  brigade  of  heavy  ca- 
valry, and  of  the  gallantry  displayed  by 
all  the  troops  that  were  engaged. 

The  enemy  abandoned  the  town  of 
Campo  Mayor  without  resistance,  leaving 
there  a  considerable  supply  of  corn  and 
provisions,  and  8000  rations  of  biscuit. 

Return  of  the  Killed,  Wounded,  and  3Jissing, 
in  the  Corps  of  the  Allied  Army,  under  the 
orders  of  Marshal  Sir  W.  C.  Beresford, 
K.  B:  on  the  25th  of  March,  1811. 
3d  Dragoon  Guards — 2  horses  killed  ; 
3  rank  and  file  wounded. 

13th  Light  Dragoons — 10  rank  and  file, 
6  horses,  killed  ;  2  Lieutenants,  1  Staff, 
1  Quarter- master,  1  serjeant,  22  rank  and 
file,  10  horses,  wounded  ;  1  serjeant,  21 
rank  and  file,  35  horses,  missing. 

J  St  liegiraent  of  Portuguese  Cavalry — 
1  Cornet,  10  rank  and  file,  11  horses, 
killed;  32  rank  and  file,  25  horses, 
wounded  ;  27  rank  and  file,  32  horses, 
missing. 

7th  Ditto — 3  rank  and  file,  1  horse, 
killed  ;  S  rank  and  file  wounded  ;  28  rank 
and  file,  41  horses,  missing. 

Total — 1  Cornet,  23  rank  and  file,  20 
horses,  killed ;  2  Lieutenants,  1  Staff, 
1  Quarter-master,  1  Serjeant,  05  rank 
and  file,  35  horses,  wounded  :  1  Serj. 
70  rank  and  file,  108  horses,  missing. 

Names  of  Officers  JVoimded. 
13lh  Light  Dragoons — Lieutenant  Smith, 
badly  ;  Lieutenant  Gale,  Adjutant  Holmes, 
and  Quarter-master  Greenham,  slightly. 

Jieiurn  of  Ordnance  and  Stores  taken  from 
the  EneTH3/  on  the  25th  March,  1811,  by 
the  Allied  Army  under  the  orders  of  Mar- 
shal Sir  W.  C.  Beresford,  K.  B. 

One  French  six-inch  howitzer,  6  French 
caissons  with  ammunition,  1  French  forge 
cart. — Since  destroyed. 

(Signed)      E.  Pakenham,  D.  A.  G. 


POLITICAL  REGISXER.—Q^rw/  Poperf, 


Portugal.  The  War. — London  Gazette 
Extraordinary,  of  April  25,  1811. — A 
Dispatch,  qf  which  the  folloiving  is  a  Copy, 
has  been  received  at  Lord  Liverpool's 
Office,  addressed  to  his  Lordship  by  Lieu- 
tenant-General  discount  Wellington,  dated 
Villa  li'amosat  9th  jAjyrilt  1811. 
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My  Lor.l, — ^V.^.n  Llaitaldresscd  your 
Lonlsliip  the  eiifmy  cccupiti^!  Mv  tipper 
Cos,  having  his  rg'  •  ,-\  Kovina  and 
guarding  the  Ford  of  Kapoi.  \  de  Coa, 
witii  a  detachment  at:  the  l)ri<it,€  of  Ftr- 
rerias,  and  his  left  at  Sabugal,  and  the 
8th  corps  was  at  Alfiiyates.  The  right  of 
the  British  army  was  opposite  Sabugal, 
and  the  left  at  the  bridge  of  Ferrerias.— 
The  Miliiia  under  General  Trant  and 
Colonel  Wilson  crossed  the  Coa  below 
Almeida,  in  order  to  threaten  the  commu- 
nicaticm  of  that  place  with  Ciudad  Rodrigo 
and  the  enemy's  army. — The  river  Coa  is 
difllcult  of  access  throughout  its  course, 
and  the  position  which  the  enemy  had 
taken  was  very  strong,  and  could  be  ap- 
proached only  by  its  left. — The  troops 
were  therefore  put  in  motion  on  the 
morning  of  the  3d,  to  turn  the  enemy's 
left  above  Sabugal,  and  to  force  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bridge  of  that  town  ;  with  the 
exception  of  the  6lh  division,  which  re- 
mained opposite  the  6th  corps,  which  was 
at  Rovina  ;  and  one  battalion  of  the  7th 
division,  which  observed  the  enemy's 
detachment  at  the  brigade  of  Ferrerias* — 
The  2d  corps  were  in  a  strong  position^ 
with  their  right  upon  a  height  immediately 
above  the  bridge  and  town  of  Sabugal, 
and  their  left  extending  along  the  road 
to  Alfayates,  to  a  height  which  com- 
manded all  the  approaches  to  Sabpgal 
from  the  Fords  of  the  Coa  above  the  town* 
The  2d  corps  communicated  by  Rendo 
with  the  Gth  corps  at  Rovina. — It  was 
intended  to  turn  the  left  of  this  corps,  and 
with  this  view  the  light  division  and  the 
cavalry,  under  Major-General  Sir  W. 
Erskine  and  Major-General  Slade,  were 
to  cross  the  Coa  by  two  separate  fords 
upon  the  right,  the  cavalry  upon  the 
right  of  the  light  division  ;  the  3d  di- 
vision, under  Major-General  Picton,  at 
a  ford  on  their  left,  about  a  mile  from 
Sabugal  ;  and  the  5th  division,  under 
Major-General  Dunlop,  and  the  artillery, 
at  the  bridge  of  Sabugal. — Colonel  Betk- 
with's  brigade  of  the  light  division  were 
the  first  that  crossed  the  Coa,  with  two 
squadrons  of  cavalry  upon  their  right. 
Four  companies'  of  the  95th,  and  three 
companies  of  Colonel  Elder's  Ca9ador*s, 
drove  in  the  enemy's  piquets,  and  were 
supported  by  the  43d  regiment.  At  this 
moment  a  rain-storm  came  on,  which 
rendered  it  impossible  to  see  any  thing  ; 
and  these  troops  having  pushed  on  in  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy's  piquets,  came  upon 
the  left  of  their  aiaia  body,  whipb.it  Jaad 
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been  intended  they  should  turn.-— The 
light  troops  were  driven  back  upon  the 
43d  regiment,  and  as  soon  as  the  atmos- 
phere became  clear,  the  enemy  having 
perceived  that  the  body,  which  had  ad- 
vanced, were  not  strong,  attacked  them 
in  a  solid  column,  supported  by  cavalry 
and  artillery.  These  troops  repulsed  this 
attack,  and  advanced  in  pursuit  upon  the 
enemy's  position,  where  they  were  at- 
tacked by  a  fresh  column  on  their  left, 
*nd  were  charged  by  the  1st  Hussars  on 
their  right.  They  retired  and  took  post 
behind  a  wall,  from  which  post  they 
again  repulsed  the  enemy,  and  advanced 
a  second  time  in  pursuit  of  them  ;  and 
took  from  them  a  howitzer.  They  were 
however,  again  attacked  by  a  fresh  co- 
lumn with  cavalry,  and  retired  again  to 
their  post,  where  they  w^ere  joined  by  the 
other  brigade  of  the  Light  Division,  con- 
sisting of  the  two  battalions  of  the  52d  re- 
giment, and  the  first  Ca9adores.  These 
troops  repulsed  the  enemy,  and  Col. 
Beckwith's  brigade  and  the  1st  battalion 
of  the  52d  regiment  again  advanced  upon 
them.  They  were  attacked  again  by  a 
fresh  column  supported  by  cavalry,  which 
charged  their  right,  and  they  took  post  in 
an  inclosure  upon  the  lop  of  the  height, 
from  whence  they  could  protect  the 
howitzer  which  the  43d  had  taken  ; 
and  they  drove  back  the  enemy.-— 
The  enemy  were  making  arrangements 
to  attack  them  again  in  this  post,  and  had 
moved  a  column  on  their  left,  when  the 
Light  Infantry  of  Major-General  Picton's 
division,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wil- 
liams, supported  by  the  Honourable  Major- 
General  Colville's  brigade,  opened  their 
fire  upon  them.  At  the  same  moment  the 
head  of  Major-General  Dunlop's  column 
crossed  the  bridge  of  the  Coa.  and  ascend- 
ed the  heights  en  the  right  flank  of  the 
enemy  ;  and  the  cavalry  appeared  on 
the  high  ground  in  rear  of  the  enemy's 
left,  and  the  enemy  retired  across  the 
bills  towards  Rendo,  leaving  the  howitzer 
in  the  possession  of  those  who  had  so  gal- 
lantly gained,  and  preserved  it,  and  about 
200  killed  on  the  ground,  and  six  Officers 
and  300  prisoners  in  our  hands.  Al- 
though the  operations  of  this  day  were, 
by  unavoidable  accidents,  not  performed 
in  the  manner  in  which  I  intended  they 
should  be,  I  consifler  the  action  that  was 
fought  by  the  Light  Division,  by  Colonel 
Beckwith's  brigade  principally,  with  the 
whole  of  the  2d  Corps,  to  be  one  of  the 
most  glorious  that  British  troops  were  ever 
engaged  in.— The  43d   regiment,    under 


Major  Patrickson,  particularly  distinguish- 
ed themselves  ;  as  did  that  part  of  th« 
<j5th  regiment  in  Colonel  Beckwith's  bri- 
gade, under  the  command  of  Major  Gil- 
mour,  and  Colonel  Elder's  Ca^adores;  tha 
first  battalion  fifty  second  regiment,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ross, 
likewise  shewed  great  steadiness  and  gal- 
lantry, when  they  joined  Colonel  Beck- 
with's brigade.  Throughout  the  action 
the  troops  derived  great  advantage  from 
the  assistance  of  two  guns  of  Captain 
Bull's  troop  of  Horse  Artillery,  which 
crossed  at  the  ford  with  the  light  division, 
and  came  up  to  their  support.— It  was  im- 
possible for  any  officer  to  conduct  hirtiself 
with  more  ability  and  gallantry  than  Co- 
lonel Beckwith.  The  action  was  com- 
menced by  an  unavoidable  accident  to 
which  all  operations  are  liable  ;  but  hav- 
ing been  commenced,  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  withdraw  from  the  ground 
without  risking  the  loss  of  the  object  of 
our  movements ;  and  it  was  desirable  to 
obtain  possession,  if  possible,  of  the  top 
of  the  hill,  from  which  the  enemy  had 
made  so  many  attacks  with  advantage, 
on  the  first  position  taken  by  the  43d  re* 
giment.  Tiiis  was  gained  before  the  3d 
division  came  up. — I  had  also  great  reasott 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  Co- 
lonel Drummond,  who  commands  the 
other  brigade  in  the  light  division.— When 
the  firing  commenced,  the  6th  corps  broke 
up  from  their  position  at  Rovina,  and 
marched  towards  Rendo.  The  two  corps 
joined  at  that  place,  and  continued  their 
retreat  to  Aifayates,  followed  by  our  ca- 
valry, part  of  which  was  that  night  at 
Soito. — The  enemy  continued  their  re- 
treat that  night  and  the  next  morning  j 
and  entered  the  Spanish  frontier  on  th« 
4th.  They  have  since  continued  their 
retreat,  and  yesterday  the  last  of  them 
crossed  the  Agueda.  I  have  the  honour 
to  inclose  the  return  of  killed  and  wounded 
from  the  18th  of  Ptlarch.  I  am  concerned 
to  have  to  report  that  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Waters  was  taken  prisoner  on  the  3d,  be- 
fore the  action  commenced.  He  had 
crossed  the  Coa  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's 
position,  and  he  was  surrounded  with  some 
hussars  and  taken.  He  had  rendered 
verjr  important  services  upon  masy  occa- 
sions in  the  last  two  years  ;  and  his  loss  is 
sensibly  felt.— I  sent  six  squadrons  of  ca- 
valry, under  Major-General  Sir  W.  Ers- 
kine,  on  the  7th,  towards  Almeida,  to  re- 
connoitre that  place,  and  drive  in  any  par- 
ties which  might  be  in  that  neighbour- 
hood, and  to  cut  off  the  communication  be- 
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tween  the  garrison  and  the  army.  He 
found  a  division  of  the  9th  corps  at  Junga, 
which  hp  drove  before  hi"i  across  the 
Turou  and  Daas  Casas  ;  an.l  ne  'ook  from 
them  many-  prisoners.  Captain  Bull's 
tn»op  Of  ho'se  artillery  (lid  great  execution 
upon  this  i.ccasion.  The  enemy  withdrew 
in  ilie  n'giu  across  the  Agueda. — The  Al 
lietl  r.'iny  have  taken  up  the  position  upon 
the  Dtias  Casas,  which  Briffadier-G-neral 
Craufurd  occupied  with  liis  advanced 
guard  in  the  1  <Uer  part  of  the  siesi;e  of 
Ciuiad  Rodrigo  ;  having  one  a'vmced 
p.Tsc  Uf)on  Gallegos  and  upon  the  Agueda. 
Tiie  Miii.iaare  at  Ciuco  Villas  and  Mal- 
pariuJa.  The  enemy  have  no  commmii- 
c-ilion  with  the  garrison  of  Almeida,  from 
whence  they  have  lately  withdrawn  the 
hi-avy  artdlery  employed  in  the  summer 
in  'he  siege  of  that  place.  Mj;^  last  re- 
port from  Cadiz  is  dated  the  13th  of  March. 
— I  have  not  heard  from  Sir  Wm.  Beres- 
ford  since  the  1st  instant.  At  the  time  he 
hoped  to  be  able  to  blockade  Badajoz  on 
the  3d. — I  learn  by  letters  of  the  SOth 
March  received  this  day  from  the  South 
of  Portugal,  that  after  General  Zayas  had 
landed  his  corps  at  Huelva  and  Morguer, 
the  Duke  d'Aremberg  moved  upon  Mor- 
guer from  Seville  with  3,000  infantry  and 
800  cavalry,  upon  which  the  Spanish 
troops  embarked  agriin.  It  is  stated  that 
the  cavalrj^  had  lost  some  of  their  equip- 
ments. I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  Wellington. 

Return  of  Killed,  Wounded,  and  Missiw^  of 
the  British  and  Portuguese    Forces   in  the 
several   Affairs  rvith  the   French   Army, 
from   the   ISih  of  March  to   the  7  th    of 
April  ]3l  I. 
Total  British  Loss — 1    General   Staff,  2 
Lieutenants,  1    Serje-mt,    15    rank    and 
file,  8  horses,  killed  ;     1  General  Stall", 
I  Major,  z  Captains,  5    Lieutenants,   2 
Ensigns,  8  Serjeants,  2  Drummers,   1  17 
rank  and  file,  1 1    horses,  wounded  j  4 
rank  alid  file  and  1  horse  missing. 
ToTal  Portuguese  Loss — I  rank  and  file 
killed;  9    rank  and   file  wounded;     ] 
Lieutenant-Colonel  missing. 
Officers  Killed,  Wounded  and  Misst/ig. 

KILLED. 

05th  Foot — Brigade-Major  Stewart  (Lieu- 
tenant.) 
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1st  Batt.  43d  Foot — Lieutenant  J.  M'Dear- 

mid. 
1st  Bait.    95th   Foot — Hon.   Duncan  Ar- 

butfmot. 

WOUNDED. 

2d  Batt.  5ih  Foot — Lieutenant  St.  Clair, 
Ensign  Williams,  severely. 

1st  B'ltt.  43id  Foot — Major  Patrickson, 
slightly  ;  Captain  Dalzel  and  Lieute- 
nant Rylance,  severely  ;  Lieutenant 
W.Ftier, slightly  ;  Lieutenant  J.  Creigh- 
ton, seT -rely. 

1st  Batt.  52d  Foot— Captain  P.Campbell 
and  Lieutenant  J.  Gurwoodj  severely, 
not  dangerously. 

95th  Font — Lieutenant-Colonel  Beckwith 
and  Second  Lieutenant  W.  Haggup, 
slightly. 

MISSING. 

1st  Portuguese  Foot — Lieut-Col.  Waters 
(late  1st  Foot.) 


Spain. — Battle  of  Barrosa. — Notes  of  the 
Moniteiir  on  Lord  Liverpool's  Letter  to  the 
Lord  Blayor  of  Londo?i. — lipril  4,  1811. 

The  Moniieur  contains  the  following 
Notes  upon  the  account  of  the  Battle  of 
Barrosa,  sent  by  Lord  Liverpool  to  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  London  : — 

Letter. — "  1  he  army  of  Marshal  Victor, 
composed  of  the  two  divisions  of  Ruflin 
and  Laval.'' 

Blonitcur — "  There  was  only  one  bri- 
gade of  each  division,  and  each  consisted 
of  less  than  2,500  men.  Four  battalions 
had  been  detached  to  reinforce  the  gar- 
rison of  Medina  Sidonia." 

Letter — "  The  enemy  was  completely- 
repulsed,  with  the  loss  of  an  eagle  and 
six  pieces  of  cannon.". 

Moniteiir — "  You  mean  two  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  four  caissuons,  and  you  say 
nothing  of  your  having  lost  four  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  thixe  stand  of  colours." 

Letter — "  The  General  of  Division,  Ruf- 
fin,  &c.  and  480  rank  and  file  were  made 
prisoners." 

Moniteur — '*  You  took,  at  the  most,  150 
wounded  men,  and  you  lost  720." 

Letter — "  It  appears  that  the  enemy 
had  about  8,000  men  engaged." 

Moniteur — "  That  is  to  say,  less  than 
5,000." 

(To  be  continued.) 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

HoLLANB. Insurrections. Alas! 

all  the  "  fond  hopes"  of  the  Morning 
Post  and  of  the  "  Fashionable  World," 
seem  to  have  been  dissipated  since  my 
last  Number  went  to  the  press.  Nothing 
short  of  a  complete  deliverance  of  Europe 
was  then  expected,  and  that,  too,  right 
speedily.  We  were  tauiiht  to  believe, 
that  the  Antwerp  Fleet  was  hourly  to  be 
looked  for  coming  down  the  Scheldt  with 
the  gallant  crews  in  high  mutiny,  and  in- 
tent upon  the  good  work,  the  praise- 
worthy act  of  deliy«riug  the  said  fleet  into 
our  hands.  To  judge  from  the  public 
newu-papers,  the  Anti-Jacobins  seemed 
to  have  pricked  up  their  ears  and  to  have 
been  wholly  recovered  from  the  fit  of  ap- 
prehension,  into   which   they   had    been 

thrown  by  the  dear  Dollar. It  was  a 

sham,  or  a  hum,  or  a  hoax ;  and  here  we 
are,  with  all  the  *'  fond  hopes,"  all  the 
sweet  hopes,  of  hearing  confirmed  the 
accounts  of  a  general  insurrection  in  Hol- 
land and  Flanders,  though  the  Morning 
Chronicle  assured  us,  that  the  government 
had  received  authentic  accounts  of  the 
matt^er,  and  that  it  (the  Chronicle)  trusted 
that  what  it  had  belbre  reported  was  true. 

All   the  story,  therefore,  about  the 

Judges  being  seized  by  the  people  and 
having  their  bauble,  their  humbug,  their 
cheating  dress,  their  rabble-blinding  gear, 
stripped  off  from  their  flabby  carcases; 
all  this  story  is  false,  and  I  dare  say,  that 
these  base  miscreants,  th^ese  very  worst 
of  all  the  instruments  of  tyranny,  are 
going  on  cheating  and  oppressing  and  in- 
sulting and  laughing  at  the  poor  Dutch  as 
much  as  ever.  It  is  not,  however,  the 
fault  of  these  men,  or  their  erllployers, 
half  so  much  as  it  is  of  the  Dutch  them- 
selves. Base  dogs !  vvhy  do  they  submit  ? 
Why  do  they  not  down  with  these  tricked 
out  instruments,  these  vile  hypocrites, 
these  robbers  and  murderers  au  nom  de 
Ih  hi  (that  is  to  say,  in  the  name  of  the 
law)  ;  why  do  they  not  pull  thcBi  down 

and   drag   them  along  the   kennel  ' 

Why,  I  shall  be  told,  that  they  are,  in 
fact,  guarded  by  troops ;  for,  though  the 


troops  ma}'  not  be  always  present  with 
them,  that  there  are  thousands  upon  thou- 
sands ivithin  call;  that  they  are  stationed 
at  convenient  distances  all  over  the  country ; 
and  that  if  the  people  were  to  hesitate  one 
moment  to  let  the  Judges  and  others  rob 
them  au  nom  de  la  lot,  the  soldiers  would 
be  called  in,  and  the  work  would  be  con- 
summated at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
— — Ob,  oh !  these  are  their  tricks,  are 
they?  This  is  the  way  they  do  things  in 
Holland,  and  in  Flanders !  The  soldiers 
do  not  actually  take  people's  goods  and 
money  from  them  and  put  them  in  jail  ■ 
and  otherwise  ill-treat  them;  but,  they  are 
within  call,  in  great  abundance,  if  the  tame 

cheaters  meet    with   resistance. Poor 

Dutch  !  Poor  Flemings ! Tills  is  despo- 
tism with  a  vengeance!  It  must  be  ten  thou- 
sand times  more  provoking  than  if  it  was 
carried  on  without  any  of  the  forms  oflaxv. 
These  legal  forms  must  make  the  most  gall- 
ing part  of  the  system  ;  and,  therefore,  I 
did  not  at  all  wonder  to  hear  that  the  people 
had  begun  by  seizing  upon  the  jWges.  But, 
alas  !  it  was  all  false.  It  was  all  a  fa- 
brication, on  the  part  of  our  stupid  and 
time-serving  news-papers,  who  are  now 
bringing  themselves  off'  with  the  most 
pitiful  excuses. — On  Friday  last,  the 
Courier  and  Morning  Post  told  us  that^ 
"  A  Dutch  Gentleman,  just  arrived  from 
"  Holland,  brings  a  letter  dated  the  '2 1st 
"  inst.  fi'om  one  of  the  first  houses  there, 
"  which  confirms  the  news  of  a  complete 
"  insurrection  having  taken  place  from  one 
"  end  of  Holland  to  the  other  ;  that  9000 
"  French  have  already  been  made  to  bite  the 
"  dust;  and  that  both  the  fleets  in  Amster- 
"  dam  and  Antwerp  are  in  a  state  cf  mu" 
"  tiny." — On  the  next  day,  they  came 
do^vn  to  tlie  following  account,  which  the 
reader  will  do  well  to  compare  with  the 
one  jiist  given.  "■  The  chief  cause  of  the 
"late  disturbances  in  Holland  was,  as  we 
'*  stated,  that  HORRIBLE  LAW  of  cru- 
"  eity  and  blood,  the  CONSCRIPTION 
"  LAW.  A  Vessel  arrived  yesterday, 
"  which  sailed  from  the  Dutch  coast  ou 
"  Monday  night,  with  several  passenger? 
"  who  got  on  board  by  stealth.  The  uias- 
"  ter  states,  that  he>vas  at  AtnsttvJam  oij 
2N 
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*'  the  preceding  Saturday,  when  the  com- 
"  motion  took  place.     Some  Conscripts  of 
"  the  Jewish    persuasion   having  revolted  : 
*'  they  were,  after  a  considerable  struggle, 
"  overpowered  by  the   troops  that  escorted 
"  them,  and  four  of  them  shot  by  way  of 
"  example    to  the    others.      This    act   of 
♦'  Seventy  occasioned  a  numerous  mob  to  ^as- 
"sepible,    chiefly  consisting  of  women, 
<'  who  pelted  the  French  officers  and   soldiers 
''with  stones  and    other   missiles.       One 
"  oflicer   was    severely    wounded   on   the 
"  head  in   the  afhay.     The  only  act   of 
"  outrage    committed    besides,    was   the 
"  cutting  adrift  some  boats  in  which  Con- 
*'  scripts  were  put  for  the  security  of  con- 
*'  veyance.     A  strong  French  force  con- 
it  tinned  to  parade  the  streets  from  Saturday, 
"  until   the   time  our  informant  left  Am- 
"  sterdam.      What  a   HOKKIBLE  PIC- 
«  TURE  OF  TYRANNY  does  the  fore- 
«'  going   account  exhibit  ;  and  is  it  to  be 
"  beUeved    (no,    it   cannot   be  believed) 
"  that  SUCH    a  system  can   long  exist,  or 
«'  that  it   does  not   carry  within  itself  the 
«  seeds  and  elements  of  its  speedy  dissolution  ?" 
— Look  at  this  well,   reader.      So,   then  ; 
there  being  some  Conscripts,  that  is  to  say, 
men  who    had   been  compelled  to  become 
soldiers;  there  being  some  persons  of  this 
description,  who  revolted  or  mutinied,  they 
were,  after  some  struggle,  subdued  by  the 
foreign  troops  that  the  tyrant  Napoleon  had 
sent  into  Holland.     Four  of  them  having 
been  shot,  this  act  of  severity  occasioned 
the  people  to  assemble  and  pelt  ihe  foreign 
iroovs:  and,  that  a  STRONG  PARTY  OF 
THESE  TROOPS  CO:fiTINUED,  FOR 
SOME    TIME     TO     PARADE    THE 
STREETS.— Well,  venal  man,  and  what 
then  ?  What  next  ?  Look  me  in  the  face, 
thou  venal  man,  and  tell  what  of  alljhis  ? 

Why  ;  was  it  not  a   "  horrible  picture  of 

"  tyranny  .?"— YES  ;  yes,  it  %vas  ;  it  was 
a  horrible  picture  of  tyranny  ;  and  for 
submitting  to  such  tyranny  a  nation  ought 
to  be  exterminated.  Base  dogs  I  What  ! 
let  these  French  foreigner  troops  beat 
them  about  in  this  manner  ?  But,  come  ; 
they  did  make  a  feeble  attempt  at  resist- 
ance at  any  rate.  The  Dutch  did  not  take 
it  quite  in  silence,  and  seem  to  bless  those 
who  had  brought  their  oppressors  amongst 
them.  They  did,  or,  at  least,  some  of 
the  women  did,  raise  their  voices  and  their 
hands  too,  in  behalf  of  the  poor  young 
ftjilows  who  had  been  forced  to  become 
soldiers,  and  who  had  been  goaded 
on  to  revolt,  or  mutiny.  The  people 
oi  Amsterdam  were    not    base    enough 


Holland.— Inswrections.  [106O 

to  look  on  with  seeming  approbation, 
while  their  countrymert,  the  young  iel- 
lows  forced  into  the  service,  were  so  ill 
treated.  Yet,  we  cannot  justify  the  na- 
tion. They  are  base  dogs  for  submitting  to 
such  treatment ;  and  they  deserve,  richly 
deserve,  all  they  get,  and  more  too.-— 
The  Courier  then  asks,  "  is  .t  to  be  be- 
•'  lieved  that  SUCH  a  system  can  long 
"  exist."     And,  he  answers  hmnself,  and 

says,  that  "  it  cannot  be  believed."- ^^'  hy 

should  it  not  ?    How  long  have  the  world 
seen  tyranny  quite  equal  to  this  existing 
in  many  countries?    It  has  in  itself  the 
seeds  of  destruction,  we  are  told.     Aye,  but 
such  seeds  are  often  of  very  slow  growth  ; 
and  the  plant,  unfortunately,  too  long  m 
ripening.— — The  fact  is,  that  this  system 
will  las^just  as  long  as  the  government  has 
a  sufficiency  of  troops  on  its  side.      Men 
without  arms  cannot,  face  men  with  arms. 
Troops  are  placed  at  convenient  distances 
all  over  the  country.  Any  rising  is  quelled 
in  a  moment.      The  revolters,  who  might 
call  themselves  pafnow,  the  ggvernmeat 
would  call  rebels  ;  liie  Judges  would  hang, 
or  transport  to  Cayenne,  all  those  who  es- 
caped the  bavonet  or  musket ;  and;  what 
is  the  most  odious  and  detestable  thing  ot 
all,  the  great  mass  of  the  people  would 
stand  by  and  utter  not  a  word  against  any 
1  of  the   government's  proceedings  ;    iiay, 
I  rather  than  be  suspected  of  disaffection, 
i  they  would  applaud  its  most  infamous-and 

cruel  acts. So  long  as  the  government 

has  a  sufficient  number  of  troops  at  its 
command,  the  tyranny  will  goon;  and, 
the  time  when  the  government  will  cease 
to  have  such  a  number  of  troops,  is,  when  it 
I  ceases  to  have  money  to  pay  them,  and  not 

one  moment  before. Therefore,  it  is 

all  nonsense  ;  it  is  all  beastly  absurdity  to 
talk  about  a  revolt  of  the  people  in  Hol- 
land, as  long  as  the  government  is  enabled 
to  pay  soldiers  to  shoot  or  stab  the  people. 
As  long  as  it  has  money  for  this  purpose, 
it  will  find  no  difficulty  in  keeping  the 
people  down.  As  long  as  it  -can  pay  a 
nuinerous  array,  it  has  nothing  to  fear  from 
the  people  ;  and,  the  only  wonder  with 
me  is,  that  the  despotism  makes  use  of 
Judges,  or  of  any  of  the/<MVHS  of  law;  un- 
less, indeed,  these  are  supposed  ta  be  the 
most  efficacious  of  its  tools.  The  soldiers, 
perhaps,  would  have  less  method  in  ma- 
naging the  affairs  of  taxes  and  the  like  ; 
and  so  one  set  of  tools  is  put  to  assist  the 
other;  and  thps  is  tyranny  aggravated  by 

its  complexity. From  this  view  of  the 

matter  it  is  evident,  that  no  rational  hope 
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of  a  subversion  of  this  tyranny  can  be  en- 
tertained, so  long  as  the  government  has 
the  means  of  keeping  in  its  pay  a  suffi- 
ciency of  bayonets.  The  whole  thing  is 
military.  The  government  depends  wholly 
upon  the  army  ;  all  the  powers  of  oppres- 
sion, in  whatever  way  they  may  come  at 
the  people,  depend  upon  the  army  ;  but 
the  army  depends  wholly  upon  its  PAY. 
Take  from  the  despotism  the  means  of 
keeping  the  bayonets,  and  the  nation  is 
free.      To  talk  of  any  other  mode  of  the 
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])oor  Dutch  or  Flemings  being  able  to  ob-  ,  have  appeared  in  the  news-papers  of  Lon 


however,  I  do  not  agre?  with  Sir  Richard: 
I  mean  as  to  his  remedy.  He  does  not,  in- 
deed, seriously  says,  that  the  thing  can  be 
done  which  he  say  would  be  cflicacious, 
if  it  mere  done.  But,  he  t3lk^;  a.v  if  it  couM 
b-;  done  ;  atid,  I  am  fully  persuaded,  that 
he  knows  it  cannot.  It  is,  therefore, 
wrong  for  him  to  sport  with  the  feelings 
of  the  Old  Lady  ;    especially  at  a  time 

like    this. In    the   meanwhile    curious 

work  is  going  on  out  of  doois.  I  will 
here  insert   a   sUing  of  paragraphs  that 


tain  redress  is  worse  than  absurdity,  be- 
cause it  tends  to  excite  false  hopes  and  to 
produce  disappointment;  nay,  it  might 
possibly  induce  some  persons  to  expose 
themselves  to  useless  destruction  in  a  con- 
test with  the  despotism. Such  is  my 

view  of  the  state  of  Holland  and  Flanders; 
r.«d,  my  last  word  of  advice  to  the  people 
of  these  countries  would  be  :  remain  quiet, 
''till  the  day  comes,  v^'hen  your  despotism 
is  left  without  the  means  of  hiring  bayonets, 
and  then  you  will-be  free  if  you  choose  it. 

1  know,  that,  for  this  advice,  I  shall 

be  exposed  to  the  calumnies  of  our  venal 
writers,  who  will  accuse  me  of  a  wish  to 
prevent  the  people  of  Holland  from  rising 
at  all.  No,  you  fools,  I  do  not  entertain 
any  such  wish  !  I  only  wish  the  people 
not  to  afford  the  despotism  an  excuse  for 
murdering  them  in  detail.  Iwish,lhem 
not  to  stir,  till  they  are  likely  to  succeed, 
knowing  that,  against  a  bayonet,  5n  un- 
armed man  is  nothing;  and  knowing  that, 
by  one  means  or  another,  all  the  people 
are  disarmed. 

Jubilee  Dollars.— —  In  the  news- 
papers of  this  day,  I  see  no  less  i\\zn  forty- 
two  pamphlets  advertised,  the  whole  of 
which  relate  to  the  subject  of  Bank  Notes 

and   Bullion. To-niorrow  the    grand 

discussion  takes  place  in  the  Honourable 
House.  The  Resolutions  proposed,  or  to 
be  proposed,  by  Mr.  Hohner,  were  in- 
.serted  in  my  Number  of  the  24th  of  April, 
at  page  1012.  Those  of  the  other  side, 
which,  it  seems,  come  from  Mr.  Nicho- 
las   Vansittakt,  will   be   found  in   the 

present  Number. Here   is  fire  against 

fire,  you  see.  Bans,  for  bang^  except  that 
Mr.  Vansittart  returns  one  more  shot  than 

he  receives. In  this  Number   I   have 

also  inserted  a  set  of  Aphorisms  by  Sir 
KiCHARi)  Phillips,  which  do  certainly 
contain,  in  my  opinion,  ten  thousand  times 
as  much  sense  as  both  the  sets  of  Resolu- 
tiona   put  together,  — — -In  one  respect. 


don,  since  the  publication  of  my  last 
Number  ;  that  the  world  may  see,  that  w» 
may  have  upon  record,  and  that  our  chil- 
dren and  other  countries  may  take  warn- 
ing from  what  is  now  passing  here. — I. 
"  Nefarious  Traffic  in  Gold.  A  seizure  of 
"  10,000/.  was  yesterday  made  at  .the 
"  Custom-house,  of  gold,  in  bars,  regu- 
"  larly  entered  and  sworn  to  at  Guildhall 
"  as  foreign  gold.  The  boxes  had  passed 
"  the  Custom-house,  and  were  on  board 
"  ship  when  the  discovery  was  made.  It 
"  is  supposed  that  some  person  employed 
"  in  th-s  melting  of  it  into  bars,  gave  in- 
"  formation  that  guineas  were  melted  with 
"  the  foreign  gold.  The  Custom-house 
"  Officers  are  still  searching  the  vessel,  it 
"  being  suspected  that  nmch  has  been  se- 
"  cretly  put  amongst  the  other   goods.'* 

li "  Alarming  Riot  at  Sampford  Pe- 

"  verelL  On  Monday  last  a  disturbance, 
'■  of.  a  very  serious  nature,  octurred  at; 
"  Sampford"  Peve re] I.  The  annual  fair, 
"  for  the  sale  of  cattle,  &c.  was  held  there 
"  on  that  day.  On  the  Saturday  preced- 
"  ing,  a  number  of  the  workmen,  employ- 
"  edin  excavating  the  bed  of  the-Grand 
"  Western  CanaC  assembled  at  Wellijig- 
"  ton  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  change 
"  for  the  payment  of  their  wages,  which 
"  there  has  been  lately  considerable  diffi- 
"  cuUy  in  procuring.  Many  of  them  in- 
^  dulged  in  inordinate  drinking,  r.n,d  com- 
"  mitted  various  excesses  at  Tiverton,  and 
'^  other  places  to  which  they  had  gone  for 
"the  purpose  above  stated.  On  Monday 
"  the  fair  at  Sampford  seemed  to  aflbrd  a 
"  welcome  opportunity  for  the  gratitica- 
"  tion  of  their  tumultuary  disposition. 
"  Much  rioting  took  place  in  the  course 
"  of  the  day,  and  towards  evening  a  body 
"  of  these  men,  consisting  of  not  less  than 
"300,  had  assembled  in  the  village.  Mr. 
"  Chave  (whose  name  we  had  occasion  to 
.♦"  mention  in  unravelling  the  imposture 
"  respecting  the  Sampford  Ghost)  was 
"  met  on  the  road,  and  recognized  by 
2N  2 


"  some  of  the  party.  Opprobrious  lan- 
"  &uagq  was  applied  to  him,  but  whether 
"  on  that  subject,  or  not,  we  have  not 
"  beqn  informed.  The  rioters  followed 
*•'  him  to  the  House,  the  windows  of  which 
"  they  broke  ;  and,  apprehensive  of  fur- 
'•'  ther  violence,  Mr.  Chave  considered  it 
"  necessary  to  his  defence  to  discharge  a 
*'  loaded  pistol  at  the  assailants.  This  un- 
"  fortunately  took  eiTect,  and  one  ipan  fell 
"  dead  on  the  spot.  A  pistol  was  also  fired 
"  by  a  person  within  the  house,  which  so 
""  severely  wounded  another  man  that  his  life 
"  is  despaired  of.  A  carter,  employed  by 
*'  Mr.  Chave,  was  most  dreadfully  beaten 
"  by  the  mob.  Additional  numbers  were 
"  accumulating  when  our  acc-ounts  were 
"  sent  off;  and  we  understand  their  deter- 
•'  mination  was  to  pull  down  the  house." 

III.- "  Hoarding,  A  respectable  corres- 

"  pondent  observes,  that  the  hoarding  of 
"  cash  by  farmers,  servants,  and  country 
"  people,  is  of  a  magnitude  beyond  what 
"  writers  on  the  subject  of  specie  are 
*'  aware  of;  a  robbery  or  death  now  and 
"  then  throws  some  light  mi  the  facts.  In 
"  the  West  of  England,  most  of  the 
"  farmers  keep  by  them  from  thirty  to  a 
"  hundred  guineas  in  gold,  and  some  con- 
"  siderably  more.  A  few  days  ago,  a 
"'  wealthy  yeoman  declared  he  had  three 
*'  thousand  guineas  in  his  house,  the  pos- 
"_  session  of  which  was  more  pleasure  to 
"  him  than  an  accumulating  interest.  The 
•'  writer  knows  numerous  servants,  who 
"  have  from  twenty  to  «ighty  guineas  in 
"  in  gold  by  them,  and  believes  this  hoard- 
•'  ing  to  be  general  among  the  middling 
*'  and  common  class  of  the  people.  The 
"  amount  of  gold  thus  concealed  must  be 
"  immense  ;  perhaps  the  withholding  this 
*'  coin  from  circulation  may  have  pre- 
*'  vented  some  from  being  clandestinely 
*'  u&nt  out  of  the  kingdom  ;  yet  that  evil 
"  u;ill  bear  no  comparison  to  the  detriment 
"  society  experiences,  by  ihe  entire  dis- 
"  appearance   and   want  of  the   intended 

"  use  designed  by  the  Legislature." iV. 

— "  Neiv  Silver  Coinage. — We  arf.  assured, 
"  from  undoubted  authority,  that  ibe  new 
"Silver  Coinage  is  in  great  forwardness, 
*'  particularly  dollars,  which  will  bo  issued 
"speedily;  in  consequence  of  which,  the 
"  holders  of  the  old  silvfer  sufter  gr*>;«!.ly, 
"  as  many  of  the  shillings  and  ii.xpei!ces 
"  will  fall  very  shortof their presciii  value/' 

,V.  "  Gold  Exposed.     The  f^ylh>wing 

"  entries  of  Bullion  were  xvnuiti  at  the 
"  Custom-house  in  the  course  of  la.>t  week : 
**  ior  Dunkirk,  15.1^  ufc  af  gojd  in  U^a*  ; 
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"  1 170  Qz.  gold  coin ;  2517  oz.  silver  coin. 
"  For  Ostend,  477  oz.  gold  coin;  64C7  ozi 

"  silver  coin." VI  "  Mock Bmk  Not^f, 

"  A  number  of  mock  notes,  for  a  penny.. 
"  fabricated  obviously  in  imitation  of  the 
"  one  pound  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
"  land,  are  at  present  in  circulation.  After 
"  the  words,  "  for  the  Governor  and  Com- 
"  "  pany  of  the,"  the  words  "  Kings 
"  "  Bench  and  Fleet"  are  in-serted  in  an 
'♦  upper  line,  in  very  small  characters  ; 
"  and  the  remainder  of  the  sentence  con- 
"  eludes  "  Bank  in  (instead  of  of)  Eng- 
"  "  land."  The  hackney-coachmen  are 
"  the  principal  putters  off  of  these  notes. 
"  A  person  who  asks  change  of  a  two 
"  pound  note  from  one  of  these  gentry, 
"  particularly    at   night,    rarely    escapes 

"  being  cheated." VII. — "  Neu)  Dol- 

"  lars.  On  Friday  the  Bank  issued  new 
"  stamped  dollars  to  the  several  bankers, 
"  to  the  amount  of  300/.  each  house.  A 
"  further  issue  is  expected  in  the  course  of 
"this  week."-  Here  it  ia  in  all  ways: 
Alarms  and  thveutnings  and  coaxings  and 
puffings.  Aye  !  but  all  will  not  do.  If 
this  venal  man  (all  the  p3,ragraph&  are 
from  the  Courier  of  the  27,  x9,  and  30lh 
of  April) ;  if  this  venal  man  lie  the  cur-> 
rent  of  the  Thames  back  to  Oxfordshire, 
then,  indeed,  I  should  begin  to  suppose  it. 
possible  for  him  to  turn  the  current  of  tho 
paper  money ;  but,  until  he  can  do  the 
former,  he  may  be  well  assured  that  all 

his  attempts  at  the  latter   will  fail. 1 

am,  however,  pleased  to  see  him  at  work 
in  this  way  ;  for,  as  he  writes  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  full-blooded  Anti-Jacobins 
in  the  country  ;  as  it  is  to  them  he  looks  for 
customers,  they  may,perhaps,  believe  what 
he  says,  and  be  thereby  induced  to  go  oa 
confidingimheOld  Lady  to tbe  last.  Ihope 
they  will.  This  will  be  the  proper,  the  just 
and  appropriate,  punishment  for  them. 
They  will  then  be  caught  in  their  own 
trap  ;  choaked  in  their  own  halter.-^-— 
They  would,  at  this  moment  be  in  won;- 
derous  high  spirits,  were  it  not  for  the 
Dollar,  the  dear  Dollar  \  This  hangs  about 
them,  and  damps  their  joy.  Were  it  not 
for  this,  they  would  be  so  insolent,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  walk  in  the  same 
street  with  them.  They  would  actually 
trample  people  under  their  feet.  This 
hangs  about  them.  This  haunts  tliem. 
This  weighs  upon  their  mind.  It  comes 
athwart  them  in  the  midst  of  their  plea- 
sant reveries.  Eyan  while  they  are  ex- 
ulting in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  put 
theu:  feet  on  the  necks  oi'  tlie  Jacobins^  it 
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yihoots  into  their  minds  and  mars  all  their 
felicity.  It  has  its  influence  with  them  at 
moments  when  they  have  forgotten  it. 
They  are  not  thinking  of  it ;  but,  still  there 
is,  they  feel,  n  something  at  the  bottom  of 
their  hearts  that  makes  them  afraid.  They 
ask  themselves  what  it  is;  they  say, 
"  vt-hy  are  we  not  happy  ?  What  is  it 
*'  that  makes  us  apprehensive  ?"— — And, 
then,  the  Dollar,  the  infallible   proof  of 

depreciation,  presents  itself. Now,  in 

whatever  degree  these  alarms  are  removed 
from  their  mind  by  the  pufts  in  the  Cou- 
HiER,  that  paper  does  good  ;  because  the 
tendency  of  its  effects  is  to  make  any 
of  the  Anti-Jacobins,  who  now  confide  in 
the  Old  Lady,  continue  to  confide  in  her, 
the  effect  of  which  will  inevitably  pro- 
cure for  them  their  just  reward.  Let  all 
the  Anti-Jacobins  confide  in  her  to  the 
end  !  And,  indeed,  they  ought  to  be  made 
to  confide  in  her.  She,  I  am  sure,  has 
been  a  support  to  them.  IShe  has  been 
their  nursing-mother.  If  it  had  not  been 
for  her  their  cause  would  have  been 
ruined  fifteen  if  not  eighteen  years  ago. 
She  and  they  have  indeed  been  the  prop 
of  each  other.  The  support  has  been 
mutual.  Aye,  ai>d  they  feel  to  the  very 
bottom  of  their  souls,  that  their  fate  is 
wound  up  in  hers ;  that  she  and  they 
must  stand,  or  fall,  together ;  and  this 
feeling  it  is  that  haunts  them  night  and" 

day. ^The  discussion,   which  is  to  take 

place  to-morrow,  will  be  a  memorable 
one.  Hitherto  we  have  seen  nothing  but 
reports  and  pamphlets.  We  shall  now  have 
the  speeches  of  the  honourable  House  upon 
the  subject.  When  we  have  thsm;  when 
we  have  before  us  not  only  the  schemes 
but  the  arguments  also,  both  of  the  INS 
and  the  OUTS,  u-e  will  then  take  up  the 
matter ;  we  Jacobins  wiil  let  the  world 
see,  whether  we  do  not  know  as  much 
about  the  thing  as  those  do,  who  call  us  a 
"  lotv  degraded  crcto."—— -Every  one  of 
the  pamphleteers,  who  acknowledge  a  de- 
preciation in  the  Notes,  has  h\s  remedj/ ; 
amongst  the  others  Davis  Giddy,  the 
steady  defender  of  the  borough-sy  stam,  has 
his  remedy.  But,  poor  Davis,  whose 
head,  as  an  author  at  least  (for  iis  such,  1 
may  speak  freely  of  him)  is  none  of  the 
clearest,  does  not  seem  to  perceive  .how 
dreadfully  this  remedy  of  his  would 
operate  upon  the  bdrcntgh  system,  which, 
be  contends,  is  necessary  to  the  preseiva- 

tiffri  of  the  ccmstittttion. This  is  a  very 

shallow  man.  I  thought  that  Sir  iomt 
Sinclair,  Mr.  Boase,  and  the  five  or  six 


"  Learned  FniEfJDs,"  who  have  upon  this 
occasion,  added  to  the  raw  material  of  the 
Trunk-Maker,  were  unparalleled  in  point 
of  coxcomical  stupidity ;  but,  really, 
"  Davis  Gibdy,  Esq."  as  he  calls  him- 
self, seems  to  have  fair  pretensions  to  a 
preference  before  them  all,  the  wise  Ba- 
ronet only  excepted.  But,  it  has  just 
shot  irito  my  head,  that  Davis  himself  is 
a  "  kenned  friend."  The  wonder  ceases  ! 
It  is  under  the  hands  of  "  Learned  friends" 
that  the  Nation  has  been  for  the  last  '2S 
years,  ii^erj/ minister  since  that  time  has 
been  a  luioyer.  A  greater  bulk  of  laws 
have  been  pjtssed  since  that  time  than  was 
passed  before  from  the  time  that  England 
was  called  England.  Ail  has  been  law, 
and  all  power  has  been   in   the  hands  of 

lawyers. ^The   Old  Lady  has,  amongst 

the  rest,  been  under  their  care  ;  and  much 

good  mayitdoher! Davis  Giddy,  Esq. 

discovers,  I  think,  a  greater  degree  of  stu- 
pidity than  Sir  John  Sinclair,  though  I 
say  this  somevfhat  doubtingly;  for  Sir. 
John's  pamphlet  really  is  a  wonder  in  its 
way.  But  Davis  has  an  air  o^ profundity  ; 
and  a  sort  of  metaphysical  manner,  which 
is  so  outrageously  disgusting,  that  one 
can  scarcely  contain  oneself  under  the 
lecture. This  man,  too,  this  consum- 
mate booby  of  an  author,  has  his  scheme; 
his  remedy;  and  he  makes  no  doubt,  not 
he,  that,  if  his  scheme  were  adopted,  all 

would  be  well  again. When  I  come, 

in  my  closing  letters,  to  speak  of  the  dif- 
ferent schemes  of  these  pamphleteers,  I 
shall,  perhaps,  notice  Davis  Gidby's 
amongst  the  rest ;  but,  I  cannot  help  no- 
ticing, here,  one  falshood,  a  downright 
falshood,  which  he  has  asserted,  and,  I 
think  there  is  but  too  much  reason  to  sup- 
pose, that  it  is  also  a  wilful  falshood. 

He  says,  that  the  Bank  Notes  are,  in  eject, 
a  legal  tender ;  and  that,  "  not  a  single 
"  individual  has  been  found,  in  fourteen 
♦'  years,  amidst  the  infinite  variety  of  opi- 
"  nions  and  circumstances  existing  in  that 
"  time,  who  has  VENTURED  to  decline 

"  these  notes,  and  to  demand  cash." 

What  does  he  mean  by  declining  notes? 
The  demand  of  cai>h  is  clear,  and  the  asser- 
tion is  a  clear  falshood  ;  for,  as  has  been 
shown,  in  the  last  volume  of  the  Register, 
page  1285,  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England' 
were  refused  and  cash  demanded,  in  1801  ; 
that  the  PiaintitF  obtained  a  verdict ;  and 
that,   upon  argument   before  the  judges, 

the    verdict   was   confirmed. Davis 

Giddy,  Esa.  may  say,  thTit  he  never  reads 
the  Political  Register^    So  much  the  worse 
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for  him; Sot,  if  he  hadi  he  could  noJ  have 
been  ignorant  of  tlils  fact.  He,  however, 
who  is  a  "  learned  friend,"  ought  to  read 
law  books.  It  is  his  trade  to  do  that  as 
much  as  it  is  that  of  a  chimney-sweeper  in 
carry  a  soot-bag.  Indeed,  it  is  not  to  be 
believed,  that  he  had  not  read  this  case. 
At  any  rate,  either  he  had  read  it,  and 
has,  oJ  course,  published  a  wiiiulfalbhood; 
or,  he  is  grossly  ignorant  of  what  he.ought 
to  have  been  well  informed  of,  before  he 
aiterapted  to  put  pen  to  paper  upon  this 
-ubject. The   fact   is,   that   any   man 


may  demand  payment  of  any  legal  debt 
in  the  coin  of  the  realm,  except  debts  due 
from  the  Bank  of  England  itself.  I  do  not 
i5ay  that  any  of  the  miscreants,  who  bar- 
gain i\,r  their  borough  votes,  could  de- 
mand the  payment  in  coin  ;  I  do  not  say, 
that  any  of  these  possessors  of  the  precious 
privilege  of  voting ;  I  do  not  say  that 
they  could  demand,  and  obtain,  the  wages 
of  their  corruption  in  coin  ;  but,  I  know, 
that  any  man  may  demand   and   obtain 

payment,  in  coin,  of  any  legal  debt. 

It  seemed  to  me  necessary  to  say  these 
few  words  upon  Mr.  Davis  Giddy's 
pamphlet;  an<l  having. so  done,  I  shall 
now  dismiss  this  subject,  till  we  have  the 
debate  of  to-morrow  before  us. 

Portugal.      The  Wau. Since   my 

last,  the  Thanks  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament  have  been  voted    to   Lord  Ta- 

lavera  and  his  army. 1  am  always  glad 

of  occasions  to  praise  the  army,  'or  any 
part  of  it,  and  to  defend,  or  any  part  of  it, 

M'hen  need  is. 1  dare,  ihat  the  army 

has  behaved  very  well  upon  this  occasion, 
or,  at  least,  I  see  nothing  to  make  me  sus- 
pect the  contrary  ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
I  do  not  see  sufficient  reason,  or  any  reason 
at  all,  for  particular  thanks  to  it  at  this  time. 

^ If,  indeed,  the  commander  of  an  army 

is  to  be  thanked  when  no  victory  is  obtain- 
ed ;  if  victory  be  not  essential  in  the 
grounds  of  thanks  ;  then  there  may  be 
room  for  dispute  upon  this  point ;  but,  if 
victory  be  f.ssential,  then  I  would  not 
have  thanked  this  commtinder,  for  I  have 
seen  no  official  account  of  any  victory  that 
he  has  obtained  since  the  time  that  he 
was  last  thanked  and  titled  and  pensioned 

for  three  generations. What,  then,  are 

the  grounds  of  this  new  Thanking  ?  What 
has  he  achitved  F  He  has  cleared  Po^tu^al 
of  the  French.  The  French  have,  indeed, 
marched  to  the  frontiers  of  Portugal ;  they 
■^Jl^vljWJi.aps,  entered  Spain  ;  they  have 
""  '*^*"'       tj^ey  have  retreated  ;    nay, 
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they  have,  perhaps,  run  away.  What 
then.?  They  did  not  do  this  in  conse- 
quence of  any  victory  gained  over  them 
by  him.  He  did  not  be.tt  them  ;  he  did 
not  drive  them  back  ;  he  did  not  even  at- 
tack them.  This,  at  lean,  is  what  we  are 
told. iu  all  the  intelligence  upon  ihe  sub- 
ject.  That  they   would   not    have  ,rp- 

treated,   if  there  had  been  no  army,  oti- 
posed  to  them  is  certain  ;    but,  how  lon^, 
were  they  suffered  to  lie  unmolested  in  the 
Cace  of  that  army  ?  Besides,  to  clear  Por- 
tugal of  the  French  ;  the  French  must  have 
first  been  in  Portugal  ;  and,  how  came  he 
to  let  the  French  enter  Portugal  .?  "  They 
"  were  too  strong  for  him.     He  could  not 
"  help  it."     Why,  then  did  he  go  to  the- 
Frontier  to    meet    them  r     Or,    if   there- 
before   he  knew  their  strength,  why  did 
he  not  retreat  sooner  towards   Lisbon,  and 
not   remain   tiil  the    pursuit  of  him    be- 
came so  injurious  to  his  army  and  to  the 
country  ? — This  question  of,  why  did  he  go 
to  the  frontier,  was,  I  perceive,  attempted 
lo  be  ainwered  by   Mr.  Perceval,  when 
he  moved  for  the  thanks,  on  the  26th  of 
April. — J  will  quote  his  words,  as  I  find 
them  in  the  Morning  Chronicle. — "  Why 
"  then,  it  may  he  asked,  did   he  go  to  the 
"frontiers  ?  It  is  to  be  considered,  how- 
"  ever,  that  one  of  the  objects  which  he 
"  had   in  view,  was  to  acquire  time  for  the 
"  discipline   of  the   Portuguese   army  ;  that 
"  another  of  these  objects  was  to  gain  twie, 
"  for  the  arrival  of  reinforcements  from  this 
"  Country,  to    be    procured  from   all  the 
"  quarters    from    which    they    could    be 
"  spared  ;  that  he  had  always  in  contem- 
"  plation  the   difficulty  which  an   enemy 
"  should  find  in  the  subsistence  of  a  numer- 
"  ous  army,  while  Portugal   continued  the 
"  seat  of  war  ;  and  that  if  he  moved  to  the 
"  frontiers,   it    was    impossible     for    the 
"  enemy  to  operate  but  in  great  numbers. 
"  It  was  for    those    reasons   he    thought 
"  proper  to  carry  the  war,  to  keep  the  war 
"  at  a  distance  ;  but   it  is   but  justice  to 
"  stale,  (hat  while  he  was  defending  Por- 
"  tugal  on  the  banks  of  the  Coa,  he   was 
"  carrying  on  the  fortifications  at  Lisbon  ; 
"  and  that  while  he  was  giving  security  to 
"  the  frontiers,  he  was  adding  strength  to 
"  the  heart.  When  the  enemy  appeared  in 
"  numbers,  he  then  retired  to  a  stronger  situa- 
"  tion." — Now,    this  appears   to  me    the 
strangest   statement   of  reasons  that  ever 
was  heard   of  in    the  world. — He  wanted 
time  to  discipline  the  Portuguese  army^     Wei  I, 
now,  if  he   had  remained  at  Lisbon,  be- 
hind his  lines,  wouW  he  not  have  had  nione 
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time  for  this  purpose,  than  he  could  pos- 
sibly have  while  he  was  going  to  the  fron- 
tier and  coming  back  again  ? — Behind 
his  lines  at  Lisbon,  he  would  have  hp^d 
the  whole  summer  for  the  -,vork  of  forming 
the  Portuguese  army  ;  but,  what  time 
had  he  while  advancing  to,  and  retreating 
^"  om,  the  frontier  ? — He  wanted  time,  too. 
At  seems  to  gee  re-inforcenients  from  Eng- 
'land.  Well,  and  did  bis  going  to  the 
frontier  hasten  these  re-inforcements?  Did 
he  get  them  the  sooner  for  going  to  the 
froritier  ? — To  keep  the  war  at  a  distunes,  it  w&s, 
we  are  told,  necessary  to  curry  the  war  to  a 
distance.  But,  did  he  keep  the  war  at  a 
■distance  ?  or  did  he  let  it  work  its  de- 
struciive  way  to  within  a  few  miles  of 
the  capital  ?  It  might  be  out  of  his 
power  to  prevent  this ;  but  then,  why 
did  he  go  to  the  frontier  ?  or,  being 
there,  why  did  he  not  retreat  sooner  ? — 
'i^.e  foresaw,  we  are  told,  that  these  opera- 
tions of  his  would  reduce  the  enemy  to 
-great  difticulty  in  supporting  their  army  ; 
and,  in  a  future  part  of  the  speech,  we  are 
told,  how  completely  this  has  been  veri- 
fied.— n^Why,  really,  there  seems  to  have 
been  no  great  scope  for  foresight  here.  If 
the  French  invaded  Portugal  and  devoured 
all  the  produce  of  the  country,  it  was 
pretty 'clear  that  they  must  go  elsewhere 
to  get  more  ;  and,  it  was  also  pretty  clear, 
that  what  was  devoured  or  destroyed  by 
our  a»"my  could  not  be  devoured  or  destroy- 
ed by  theirs.  But,  all  this  vi^hile ;  all  the 
time  this  cool  calculation  about  bringing 
the  French  into  and  letting  them  eatthem- 
selves  out  is  going  on,  we  seem  to  forget 
what  was  the  professed  object  of  the  army 
under  Lord  Talavera,  namely,  the  defence 
of  Portugal ;     the  protection   of  Portugal 

against  the  French. Starved  out !  Weil 

the  French  might  be  starved  out,  indeed, 
when  they  had  been  suff'ved  to  be  in  Por- 
tugal as  long  as  there  was  any  thing  to  be 

found  to  eat. What  was  the  progress  ? 

The  French  came  up  to  the  Portu- 
guese Frontiers,  where  Lord  Taiavera  and 
his  army  lay.  They  took  Almeida  from 
a  garrison  that  he  had  placed  in  it  ;  they 
then  marched  against  him  ;  and  he  retreat- 
ed before  them  to  within  a  few  miies  of 
Lisbon.  He  there  gets  behind  his  lines  ; 
he  receives  reinforcement  upon  reinforce- 
ment, and  supplies  upon  supplies.  The 
French,  he  himself  tells  us,  are  destitute 
of  all  necessaries  from  the  first  moment  of 
their  arrival.  Still  there  they  lie  for  about 
five  or  six  months  facing  him ;  and,  when 
they  have  eaten  up  the  country,  they  go 
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olF  of  their  ^wn  accord,  without  being  de- 
feated, and  even   without  bcinjr  attacked. 

What  victory  is  there  thus  far  ?   What 

is  there  here  to  boast  of?  What  is  there 
here  to  which  the  epithet  glorious  can  be 

applied  r And,    what     has  happened 

since  the  retreat  of  the  French  began  ? 
Wliat  victmy  bis  been  gained  by  the  per- 
son thanked  ?  I  have  often  looked  for  the 
return  of  prisoners;  but,  I  i'ave  yet  seen 
none.  If  thousands  were  taken  during 
such  a  retreat,  what  would  that  be  ?  It 
would  be  hardly  worth  naming;  yet,  I  re- 
peat that  I  have  not  seen  any  return  of 
prisoners.—  I  have  observed,  that,  in  the 
volumes  of  eulogies,  written  upon  this  oc- 
casion ;  that  in  all  the  boastings  about 
driving  the  French  out  of  Portugal,  not  a 
word  has  been  said  about  numbers.  Yet, 
this  is  a  most  important  point.  It  was 
said,  in  the  debate  of  the  26th  of  April,  in 
the  House  of  Cpmmons,  that  we  have  now 
00,000  of  our  troops  and  40,000  Portu- 
guese troops  iti  Portugal.  Here  are  a 
hundred  thousand  men !  We  are  not  told 
how  many  Massena  has ;  but,  it  never  was 
pretended,  that  he  had  more  than  70  or 
80  thousand  when  he  entered  Portugal; 
and  the  reader  knows  well  what  dysenteries 
TLix^  fevers  and  slarvaiiahs  and  desertions  the 
French  army  has  experienced.  Is  there, 
then,  any  glory  in  havihij  seen  ^such  an 
army  retreat  before  60,000  English  troops 
and    40,000    Portuguese    "  as  i:;ood  as  any 

'^  troops  in  the  world  ?'' Why  was  not 

this  point  of  numbers  touched  upon  ?  In 
such  a  case  it  is  every  thing.  Without  it 
who  is  to  be  able  to  estimate  the  merit 
even  of  a  decisive  victory  ?  The  first  ques- 
tion always  asked,  in  such  cases,  is,  what 
was  the  force  ?  What  was  the  strength  of 
the  two  armies?  Was  the  victor  weakest, 
or  was  he  the  strongest  ?  And,  in  cases  of 
retreat,  surely  there  can  be  no  glory  to  the 
pursuer,  if  he  be  in  point  of  numbers  greatly 

superior  to  the  partly  pursued  ? It  to  be 

the  pursuing  pdr'y  in  a  case  like  this  be 
so  greatly  meritorious,  was  Massena  en- 
titled to  no  merit  when  he  pursued  Tala- 
vera ?  Aye,  but  he  was  drawn  after  into  a 
trap.  Wh?re  is  the  proof  of  that  ?  He  is 
in  no  trap  now,  and  he  has  not  been  hurt. 
And,  who  yet  knows,  what  is  to  be  the 
end  of  all  these  marchings  and  counter- 
marchings  ? The  two  armies  are  ju^i 

where  they  were  a  year  ago ;  except,  thai  the 
French  still  possess  one  fortress  in  Portugal, 
which  they  did  not  then  possess.  And,  what 
has  the  cost  been  ?  The  destruction  of  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  country,  which 
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\ve  professed  it  to  be  our  object  to  proiect, 
xwany  millions  in  taxes  upon  the  people  of 
Engiaufl,  and  many   more  millions  added 

to  the  National  Debt. What,  then,  are 

these  Tlutnks  for  ?  There  is  no  victory ; 
and  as  to  the  political  consequences,  even  if 
it  were  proper  to  thank  a  military  com- 
mander for  them,  ihey  have  been,  and  are, 
I  am  fully  convinced,  such  as  vve  ought  to 
lament  rather  than  rejoice  at,  and  such  as 
we  mu'^t  lament,  if  we  see  the  thing  in  its 
proper  light ;  for,  it  is  the  lingering  of 
this  war  that  we  have  to  dread.  What 
good  has  been  done,  if  the  French  remain 
facing  our  army  now?  Can  we  maintain 
an  army  constantly  upon  the  Portuguese 
frontier  ?  Can  vve  carry  on  the  war  as 
principals  in  Spain  and  Portugal  for  any 
length  of  time  ?  As  well  might  it  be  as- 
serted, that  we  could  hold  those  kingdoms 

as   colonies. ^For   these     reasons,    and 

some  others  which  I  shall  state  another 
time,  I  would  never  have  given  my  assent 
to  this  vote  of  thanks  ;    and,  we  shall  see, 

in  the  end,  vvhose  opinions  are  correct. 

The  two  are  where  they  were  a  t-xehe- 
month  ago,  and  half  Portugal,  which  we 
wished  to  defend,  has,  since  that  time,  been 
laid  uaste  and  ravaged.  That  alone  is 
enough  for  me.  I  can,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances (to  say  nothing  about  the  cost), 
give  no  thanks  either  to  the  planners  or 
the  executers  of  the  war. 

W^^  COBBETT. 
State  Prison,  Newgate,  Tuesday, 
April 'iO,  1 811. 

JUBILEE  DOLLARS. 

Sir  ; — In  perusing  Mr.  Hoare's  Letter 
to  the  Bank,  I  was  struck  with  the  dis- 
cordant opinions  which  prevail  in  respect 
of  the  circulating  medium  ;  one  party, 
as  he  observes,  contending  that  paper  has 
no  influence  upon  exchange  price,  plenty, 
or  scarcity  of  Bullion,  and  the  other  up- 
holding an  opinion  decidedly  the  reverse. 
It  is  clear  that  men  at  all  familiar  with  the 
principles  of  finance  could  not  differ  so 
essentially  upon  a  point  of  such  consider- 
able moment,  if  it  were  not  for  the  ob- 
scurity and  difficulty  with  which  it  is  in- 
volved ;  for  if  it  admitted  of  any  thing 
like  a  short  mathematical  demonstration, 
the  confused  and  various  opinions  afloat 
must  long  since  lijive  yielded  to  a  clear 
intelligt-nce  upon  the  subject.  That  Bank 
Paper  carries  with  it  very  much  ihe  ap- 
pearance of  depreciation,  must  be  ad- 
mitted when  a  guinea  will  exchange  for 


so  much  more  than  a  pound  note  and  a 
shilling,  as  it  did  in  tbe  recent  case  of  the 
Mail  Coach  Guard  wUo  was  examined  be- 
fore the  Lord  Mayor.  It  may  be  said 
however,  that  this  is  by  no  means  irresist- 
ible evidence  of  a  deprjpciation,  as  it  is 
possible  thit  the  Coin  may  liave  increased 
in  value  while  Bank  Paper  has  remain«d 
stationary.  Because  my  companion  has 
grown  taller  than  myself,  my  height  is 
not  in  consequence  diminished.— But  I 
confess  this  is  a  mere  verbal  quibble;  for 
if  I  had  preserved  by  nie  one  hundred 
pounds  in  Gold  Coin  which  I  unfortunately 
exchanged  for  the  same  nominal  amourft 
in  Bank  notes,  I  should  at  this  moment 
have  been  richer  by  the  diflerence  be- 
tween the  present  relative  value  of  the 
guinea  and  the  note.  In  this  case  there- 
tore,  having  improvidently  exchanged  my 
Coin  for  Paper,  I  should  be  an  absolute 
loser  to  the  extent  I  have  noticed  ;  and 
when  we  speak  of  the  depreciation  of 
currency,  we  have  loss  in  view  ;  and  there- 
fore, whether  we  make  use  of  the  term 
''  depreciation,"  or  not,  the  fact  is  unal- 
tered, and  consequently  all  discussion 
upon  the  word  itself  is  mere  idling;  hav- 
ing however  the  mischief  of  removing  us 
from  a  fair  consideration  of  the  utility  or 
disadvantage  of  the  present  Issue  of  Paper, 
instead  of  assisting  us  in  the  solution  of 
that  important  question.  Now  Mr.  Cob- 
bett,  as  I  am  of  opinion  that  you  have  as 
clear  a  view  of  the  principles  of  finance 
as  most  men,  not  excepting  that  Polar 
Star,  Sir  John  Sinclair,  I  wish  to  trouble 
you  with  a  few  remarks  as  they  occur  to 
me,  and  shall  feel  thankful  to  be  corrected 
by  your  pen  wherever  I  have  entertained 
any  idea  that  is  erroneous.  The  mischief 
of  a  paper  currency  is  not  immediate, 
and  therefore  not  directly  discoverable, 
but  it  arises  from  that  laxity  of  public 
and  private  economy  which  a  profusion 
or  redundancy  of  wealth  must  invariably 
produce.  Alarge  circilation  •  f  currency 
has  the  necessary  ^fttict  of  suddenly  in- 
creasing the  demand  for  the  ntcessarics  of 
life,  as  well  as  all  other  arlicltsot  consump»- 
tion  ;  and  an  increased  demand,  unless 
accompanied  with  a  concurrent  and  con- 
temporaneous supply  will  unavoidably 
occasion  ii  considerable  rise  in  the  prices. 
If  the  effect  of  an  extended  circulating 
medium  were  to  aflwd  the  means  of  pur- 
chasing the  necessaries  of  life  to  him  who 
otherwise  could  have  no  sucb  opportunity, 
it  might  be  hailed  as  a  blessing  ;  but  this 
is  a  very  fallacious  view  of  the   subjject: 
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the  circulating  coin  of  every  commercial 
country  must  be  adequate  (if  nut  dissi- 
pated by  forced  Issues  of  Paper)  to  the 
iair  demand  of  necessaries ;  but  the  re- 
dundancy of  a  paper  currency,  converts 
economy  into  extravatjance,  and  the  de- 
mand ihat  was  before  only  e(jual  to  the 
comforts  of  life  is  now  enlarged  to  meet 
the  calls  of  profusion  and  dissipation.  In 
some  manufactures,  this  forced  consump- 
tion may  meet  a  supply,  and  here  the 
price  of  tlie  article  will  not  he  materially 
increased;  but  with  the  necessaries  of 
life  in  which  the  efforts  of  man  are 
Jess  successful  and  less  productive,  a 
very  serious  increase  in  price  must  even- 
tually be  the  consequence.  The  faci- 
lity which  paper  currency  atfords  to 
public  and  individual  extravagance  is 
evident  :  suppose,  for  example,  that  I 
called  upon  my  neighbour  for  the  loan  of 
100/.  if  coin  were  the  only  circulating 
medium,  it  is  not  improbable  that  his  cir- 
cumstances might  be  of  a  nature  not  to 
admit  of  such  a  floating  sum  in  his  hands 
beyond  a  sufficiency  to  answer  his  own 
demands  ;  and  in  this  case  1  should  be  re- 
fused ;  but,  at  present,  if  he  have  no  such 
Bum  in  notes,  I  have  oi.ly  to  ask  him  to 
put  his  name  to  a  Bill  of  Exchange  for  that 
amount,  and  I  convert  it  with  all  imagi- 
nable ease  into  the  paper  currency  of  the 
Bank,  which  will  answer  alt  the  purpose 
of  coin.  Can  a  greater,  or  more  mis- 
chievous incentive  to  dissipation  be  ima- 
gined ?  But  is  the  evil  limited  to  public 
and  individual  prolusion  ?  does  it  not  poi- 
son the  very  root  of  commerce,  and  pro- 
voke that  reprehensible  speculation  which 
lias  tended  so  long  to  disgrace  our  Ga- 
zettes with  bankruptcies,  and  fill  the  co- 
lumns of  our  daily  prints  with  the  ac- 
counts of  failures  all  over  the  kingdom  ? 
— With  regard  to  the  price  of  Bullion,  and 
the  exchange  against  this  country,  that 
depends  clearly  (I  should  imagine)  upon 
the  extent  of  the  exportation  of  coin  for 
the  maintenance  of  our  armies  abroad,  and 
for  the  importation  of  the  commodities  of 
a  foreign  country  which  will  not  receive 
any  commodities  of  ours  in  exchange.  It 
is  evident  that  all  importations  under  such 
circumstances,  should  be  as  much  as  pos- 
sible checked  ;  but  paper  currency  is  the 
strongest  and  most  powerful  of  all  engines 
for  the  continuance  of  such  a  disadvanta- 
geous trade,  because  it  enables  the  mer- 
chant to  drain  the  country  of  coin  to  the 
last  shilling,  to  pay  foreigners  for  their 
BiCfcbandize.    In  this  latter  point  of  view. 
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nothing  more  baneful  or  injurious  to  the 
welfare  of  this  country  can  be  contem- 
plated ;  and  Bank  paper  is  at  this  moment 
a  species  of  bonus  to  those  who  will  ext  rt 
themsftlves  most  in  draining  the  country 
of  its  coin.  This  unnatural  foreign  trade, 
which  the  Bank  paper  tends  so  much  to 
encourage,  is  of  the  greatest  mischief  in 
the  present  exigency  of  silver  coin,  as  it 
causes  that  traffic  in  bullion  which  leads 
to  those  competitions  in  the  purchase  of 
coin,  of  which  the  mail-coach  guard  is  re» 
centiy  a  proof;  and  so  long  as  that  traffic 
remains,  all  the  Dollars  that  the  Bank  can 
issue  will  be  but  as  a  drop  in  the  ocean  in 
the  supply  of  silver  coin,  as  they  must 
necessarily,  as  it  appears  to  me,  vanish  as 
soon  as  issued.  Another  alarming  conse- 
quence that  this  purchasing  of  bullion  will 
create,  is  the  public  feeling  as  to  the  j'ela- 
tive  value  of  coin  and  paper  ;  for  what  an 
extraordinary  predilection  for  the  former 
must  be  occasioned  by  the  knoyvledge, 
that  in  exchanging  some  months  since 
one  hundred  pounds  in  coin  for  so  much 
of  paper  of  the  same  nominal  value,  the 
difl'erence  of  five  shillings  in  I  he  pound 
has  been  lost  to  the  owner  of  the  coin. 
Let  a  man  possess  what  depths  of  reason- 
ing he  may  ;  let  him  be  as  true  a  disciple 
as  you  please  of  that  luminary  of  finance. 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  still  he  must,  if  he  have 
the  choice,  prefer  coin  to  Bank  paper; 
but  if  he  would  do  so,  how  much  more 
will  such  a  disposition  be  cherished  by 
those,  who,  unacquainted  with  any  theo- 
retical speculations,  are  solely  governed 
by  passing  occurrences:  will  you  per- 
suade such  men  as  these,  who  see  that  a 
guinea  has  sold  for  twenty-five  shillings, 
(and  these  men  form  the  great  mass  of  so- 
ciety) will  you  persuade  them,  to  part 
with  coin  for  paper  of  a  like  nominal 
value ;  or  if  they  happen  to  have  more 
coin  than  they  want  for  immediate  use, 
will  you  persuade  them  to  buy  stock  with 
it  ?  not  even  so  sanguine  a  man  as  Mr. 
Randall  Jackson  could  expect  it.  Then 
what  is  to  prevent  hoarding  if  Bank  paper 
is  to  continue  equal  to  a  legal  tender.'  and 
if  hoarding  and  exportation  remain,  what 
human  power  can  alleviate  the  present 
tlearth  of  silver.  These  remarks,  I  am 
aware,  are  but  hasty,  and  if  they  are  fal- 
lacious, and  distant  from  the  causes  of  the 
present  scarcity  of  coin,  and  alarrr.ing 
prices  of  the  nect^ssaries  of  hfe,  as  they 
probably  are,  you  will  oblige  an  old  cor- 
respondent by  pointing  out  his  .nistakes, 
and  jafusing  into  his  brwn  a  small  portion 
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of  the  financial  illumination  of  the  spirit. 
I  am.  Sir,  &c.  W.  F.  S. — Lincoln's  Inn, 
April  11,  1811. 


PUOPOSITI©NS    RESPECTING    MoNEY,    BUL- 
LION AND  Exchanges. — 20</t  April  18U. 

I.  That  the  right  of  establishing  and  re- 
gulating the  legal  Money  of  this  King- 
dom hath  at  all  times  been  a  royal  prero- 
gative, vested  in  the  sovereigns  thereo*', 
who  have  from  time  to  time  exercised  the 
same  as  they  have  seen  Ht,  in  changing 
such  legal  Money,  or  altering  and  varying 
the  value,  and  enforcing  or  restraining  the 
circulation  thereof,  by  ProcUimation^  or  in 
concurrence  with  the  Estates  of  the  Realm 
by  Act  of  Parliament :  and  that  such  le- 
gal Money  camuu  lawfully  be  defaced, 
melted  down  or  exported. 

li.  That  tile  Piomissory  Notes  of  the 
Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
England  are  engagements  to  pay  certain 
sums  of  Money  in  the  legal  Coin  of  this 
Kingdom  ;  and  that  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury past,  the  said  Governor  and  Com- 
pany were  at  all  times  ready  to  discharge 
such  Promissory  Notes  in  legal  Coin  of  the 
liealm,  until  restrained  from  so  doing  on 
the  23th  of  February  1797,  by  his  Majes- 
ty's Older  in  Council,  confirmed  by  Act 
of  Parliament. 

III. — That  the  Promissory  Notes  of  the 
said  Company  have  hitherto  been,  and  are 
at  this  time,  held  to  be  equivalent  to  the 
legal  Coin  of  the  Realm,  in  all  pecuniary 
transactions  to  which  such  Coin  is  legally 
applicable. 

iV. — That  at  various  periods,  as  well 
before  as  since  tiie  said  Restriction,  the 
exchanges  between  Great  Britain  and  se- 
veral other  countries  have  been  unfavour- 
able to  Great  Britain  :  and  that  during 
such  periods,  the  prices  of  Gold  and  Silver 
Bullion,  especially  of  such  Gold  Bullion 
as  could  be  legally  exported,  have  fre- 
quently risen  above  the  Mint  price  ;  and 
the  coinage  of  Money  at  the  Mint  has 
been  either  wholly  suspended  or  greatly 
diminished  in  amount:  and  that  such  cir- 
cumstances have  usually  occurred,  when 
expensive  naval  and  military  operations 
have  been  carried  on  abroad,  and  in  times 
of  public  danger  or  alarm,  or  when  large 
importations  of  Grain  from  foreign  parts 
have  taken  place. 

V. — That  such  unfavourable  Exchanges, 
and  rise  in  the  price  of  Bullion,  occurred 
to  a  greater  or  less  degree  during  the  wars 
carried  on  by  King  William  the  3rd  and 
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Queen  Ann  ;  and  also  during  part  of -the 
seven  years  war,  and  of  the  American 
war;  and  during  the  war  and  scarcity  of 
grain  in  179.5  and  1796,  when  the  diffi- 
culty increased  to  such  a  degree,  that  on 
the  25th  of  February  1797,  the  Bank  of 
England  was  restrained  from  making  pay- 
ments in  cash  by  his  Majesty's  Order  in 
Council,  confirmed  and  continued  to  the 
present  time  by  divers  Acts  of  Parliament; 
and  the  Exchanges  became  afterwards 
still  more  unfavourable,  and  the  price  of 
Biillion  higher,  during  the  scarcity  which 
prevailed  for  two  years  previous  to  the 
Peace  of  Amiens. 

VI. — That  during  the  period  of  7!i 
years,  ending  with  the  1st  of  January 
1796,  and  previous  to  the  aforesaid  restric- 
tion whereof,  with  the  exception  of  some 
small  intervals,  accounts  are  before  the 
House,  the  price  of  Standard  Gold  in  bars 
has  been  at  or  under  the  Mint  price  34« 
years  and  5  months ;  and  above  the  said 
Mint  price  39  years  and  7  months  ;  and 
that  the  price  of  foreign  Gold  Coin  has 
been  at  or  under  31.  18s.  per  oz.  31  years 
and  2  months,  and  above  the  said  piica 
42  years  and  10  months.  And  that  during 
the  same  period  of  75  years,  the  price  of 
standard  Silver  appears  to  have  been  at  or 
under  the  Mint  price,  3  years  and  2  months 

only. 

VII. — That  the  unfavourable  state  of  the 
Exchanges,  and  the  high  price  of  Bullion, 
do  not,  in  any  of  the  instances  above  re- 
ferred to,  appear  to  have  been  produced 
by  the  lestriction  upon  Cash  payments  at 
the  Bank  of  England,  or  by  any  excess  in 
the  issue  of  Bank  Notes  ;  inasmuch  as  all 
the  said  instances,  except  the  last,  occurred 
previously  to  any  restriction  on  such  Cash 
payments  ;  and  because,  so  far  as  appears 
by  such  informat'ion  as  has  been  procured, 
the  price  of  Bullion  has  frequently  been 
highest,  and  the  exchanges  most  unfavour- 
able, at  periods,  when  the  issues  of  Bank 
Notes  have  been  considerably  diminished, 
and  to  have  been  afterwards  restored  to 
their  ordinary  rates,  although  those  issues 
have  been  increased. 

Vill. — That  during  the  latter  part  and 
for  sometime  after  the  close  of  the  Ameri- 
can war,  during  the  years  1781,  1782  and 
1783,  the  exchange  with  Hamburgh  fell 
from  34-.  1  to  31.5,  being  about  8  per 
cent. ;  and  the  price  of  foreign  gold  rose 
from  3/.  17*.  6d.  to  4/.  2s.  3d.  per  oz.  and 
the  price  of  Dollars  from  5s.  4-\d.  per  oz. 
to  55.  llirf.  and  that  the  Bank  Notes  in 
circulation  were  reduced  between  March 
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1782  and  December  1782, from  9,lG0/)00/. 
to  5,9y5,000/.  being  a  diminution  of  above 
one  third,  and  coniiuueJ  (with  occasional 
variations)  at  such  i educed  rate  until  Dv.- 
cember  na^:  and  that  ihe  exchange 
with  Hamburgh  rose  to  ,^1.  0,  and  the 
price  of  gold  fell  to  3/.  17*.  (id.  and  Dol- 
lars to  OS.  \\d.  per  oz.  before  the  25th 
February  1787,  the  amount  of  Bank  Notes 
being  then  increased  to  8,68S,000/.- 

IX.-^That  the  amount  oi  Bank  Notes  in 
Febru!>ry  1787  was  8,088,000/.'  and  in 
February,  1791  1 1,G99,(X)0/.  ;  and  that 
during  the  same  period,  the  sum  of 
10,704,000/.  \\as  coined  in  Gold;  and 
that  the  exchange  with  Hamburgh  rose 
about  3  per  cent. 

X, — Ttiat  between  the  25th  of  Febru- 
ary 1795,  and  the 'J5th  of  February  1797, 
the  amount  of  Bank  Notes  was  reduced 
from  13,539,000/.  to  8,640,000/.  during 
which  time  the  exchange  with  Hamburgh 
fell  frpm  36  to  35,  being  about  3  per  cent., 
and  the  said  amount  was  increased  to 
11,855,000/.  exclusive  of  l,51-2,000/.  in 
Notes  of  1/.  and  21.  each  on  tlie  1st  of 
February  1798,  during  which  time  the 
exchange  rose  to  38.  2,  being  about  9  per 
cent. 

XL — That  the  average  price  of  Wheat 
per  quarter  in  England,  in  the  year  1798 
was  50*.  3c/.;  in  1799,  67s.  5d.  ;  in  1800, 
1135.  Id.;  in  1801,  118*.  3d.;  and  in 
1802,  C>ls.  5d. 

The  amount  of  Bank  Notes,  of  5/.  and  up- 
wards 
inl79.S,aboutc£.l  1,527,000. 
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under  o£'. 5  ...  1,810,000 


in  1799,  about 
under  £.5  .. 

in  ISOO,  about 
under  £.5  .. 

in  1801,  about 
Under  £.  5 


12,408,500 
.  1,653,800 

13,421,900 
..  1,831,800 

13,454,300 
..2,715,100 


in  J  802,  about   13,917,900 
under  £.5  ...3,136,400 


13,337,000 


14,062,300 


15,253,700 


16,169,400 


■ 17,054,300 

That  the  exchange  with  Hamburgh 
was,  in  January  1798,  38.2;  .January 
1799,  37.7  ;  January  1800,  32.;  January 
1801,  29.  8  ;  being  in  the  whole  a  fall  of 
above  22  per  cent.— In  January  1802, 
32.2;  and  December  1802,  34.;  being  a 
rise  of  about  13  per  cent, 

XII. — That  during  all  the  periods  above 


referred  to,  previous  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  with  France  in  179",  the 
principal  States  of  Europe  preserved  their 
independancp,  and  the  trade  and  corres- 
pondence thereof  were  carried  on  con- 
formably to  the  accustomed  law  of  na- 
tions; and  that  although  from  <he  time  of 
the  invasion  of  Holland  by  the  French  in 
1795,  the  trade  of  Great  Britain  with  the 
Continent  was  in  part  circumscribed  and 
interrupted,  it  was  carried  on  freely  with 
several  of  the  most  considerable  ports,  and 
commercial  correspondence  was  maintain- 
ed at  all  tames  previous  to  the  summer  of 
1807. 

XIII. — That  since  the  m^nth  of  No- 
vember 1806,  and  especially  sitice  the 
summer  of  1807,  a  system  of  ejxclusiou 
has  been  established  against  the  British 
trade  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  under 
the  influence  and  terror  of  the  French 
power,  and  enforced  with  a  degree  of  vio- 
lence and  rigor  never  before  attempted  ; 
whereby  all  trade  and  correspondence  be- 
tween Britain  and  the  continent  of  Europe 
has  (with  some  occasional  exceptions, 
chiefly  in  Sweden  and  in  certain  parts  of 
Spain  and  Portugal)  been  hazardous,  pre- 
carious and  expensive,  the  trade  being 
loaded  with  excessive  freights  to  foreign 
shipping,  and  other  unusual  charges  :  and 
that  the  trade  of  Britain  with  the  United 
States  of  America  has  also  been  uncertain 
and  interrupted  ;  and  that  in  addition  to 
these  circumstances,  which  have  greatly 
atlijcted  the  course  of  payments  between 
this  country  and  other  nations,  the  Nava! 
and  Military  Expenditure  of  the  United 
Kingdom  in  foreign  parts,  has  tor  three 
years  past,  been  very  great  ;  and  the 
price  of  Grain,  owing  to  a  deficiency  in  the 
crops,  higher  than  at  any  time,  whereof 
the  accounts  appear  before  Parliament, 
except  during  the  scarcity  of  1800  and 
1801  ;  and  that  large  quantities  thereof 
have  been  imported. 

XIV. — Thiit  the  amount  of  Currency 
necessary  for  carrying  on  the  transactions 
oi*  the  Country,  must  bear  a  proportion  to 
the  extent  of  its  Trade  and  iis  public 
Revenue  and  Expenditure  ;  and  that  the 
annual  amount  of  the  Exports  and  Imports 
of  Great  Britain,  on  an  average  of  three 
years,  ending  5th  of  January  1797,  w-as 
51,199,141/.  official  value;  the  average 
amount  of  Revenue  paid  into  the  Exche- 
quer, including  the  Profit  on  the  Lottery, 
19,495,945/.  ;  and  the  average  amount 
of  the  Total  Expenditure  of  Grea  Britain, 
42,855,1 1 1/. ;  and  that  the  average  amouat 
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large  sum  was  then  in 


of  Bank  Notes  in  circulation  (all  of  which 
*were  for  51.  or  upwards)  was  about 
11,262,000/.;  and  that  57,27  t,d  17/.  had 
been  coined  in  gold  during  his  Majesty's 
reigh,  of  which  a  " 
circulation. 

That  the  annual  amount  of  the  Exports 
and  Imports  of  Great  Britain,  on  an  ave- 
rage of  three  j'ears,  ending  .5th  January 
1810,  was  70,5.')4,719/.  ;  the  average 
amount  of  Duties  paid  into  the  Exchequer 
^9,960,525/. ;  and  the  average  amount  of 
the  Total  Expenditure  of  Great  Britain, 
77,802,674/. ;  and  that  the  amount  of 
Bank  Notes,  above  5/.  on  an  average  of 
tbe  years  1 808  and  1 809,  was  1 3,763,000/. ; 
and  of  Notes  under  5/.  about  4,300,000/.  ; 
and  that  the  amount  of  Gold  Coin  in  cir- 
culation was  greatly  diminished. 

XV. — ^That  the  situation  of  this  King- 
dom, in  respect  of  its  political  and  com- 
mercial relations  with  foreign  countries, 
as  above  stated,  is  sufficient,  without 
any  change  in  the  internal  value  of  its 
currencj^  to  account  for  the  unfavourable 
state  of  the  foreign  Exchanges,  and  for 
the  high  price  of  Bullion. 

XVI. — ^That  it  is  highly  important  that 
tke  restriction  on  the  payments  in  Cash 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  shouM  be 
removed,  whenever  the  political  and 
commercial  relations  of  the  Country 
shall  render  it  compatible  with  the  pub- 
lic interest. 

XVII — That  under  the  circumstances 
affecting  the  political  and  commercial 
relations  of  this  Kingdom  with  foreign 
Countries,  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient 
and  dangerous,  now  to  fix  a  definite  pe- 
riod for  the  removal  of  the  restriction  of 
Ciish  Payments  at  the  Bank  of  England, 
prior  to  the  conclusion  of  a  definitive 
treaty  of  peace. 


APHORISMS, 

HELATIVE  TO  PUBLIC  CURRENCY  AND  CREDIT. 

£j^  6'ir  Richard  Phillips. 

1.  Currency  is  the  medium  by  which 
the  interchange  of  commodities  is  effected, 
and,  being  intended  to  p£Lss  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  property,  it  ought  to  be  of 
intrinsic  value,  and  always  worth  the 
property  which  it  represents. 

2.  The  stability  and  intrinsic  worth  of 
currency  is  the  foundation  of  the  commer- 
cial system,  and  the  basis  of  public  con- 
fidence in  all  transactions  and  considera^ 
tions  relative  to  p/operty^ 


3.  Gold  and  silver  are  among  civilized 
nations  the  common  medium  or  homoge- 
neous representative  of  commodities,  on 
account  of  their  beauty,  their  durabdity, 
their  susceptibility  of  being  coined,  and 
their  intrinsic  and  absolute  worth,  arising 
from  the  labour  expended  in  procuring 
them  at  the  mines. 

4.  Paper,  or  arbitrary  currency,  as  the 
result  of  local  or  national  convention,  and 
as  the  creature  of  the  will  of  man,  is  sub- 
ject to  the  fluctuations  of  public  confi- 
dence, and  liable  to  the  errors  and  mis- 
calculations which  attend  all  human  com- 
binations and  arrangements. 

5.  The  circulation  of  the  precious  metals, 
effected  by  exchanging  them  for  commo- 
dities, is  natural  and  regular,  while  the 
circulation  of  artificial  currency  is  neces- 
sarily forced,  unnatural,  and  irregular. 
The  one  is  in  its  origin  the  representative 
of  labour,,  and  can  only  be  obtained  for 
property;  while  a  paper,  or  arbitrary 
currency,  is  generally  but  the  representa- 
tive of  credit,  and  may  be  obtained  by  ar- 
tifice or  intrigue. 

6.  Capital  is  the  btisis  of  trade  and  social 
intercourse,  when  the  currency  consists  of 
the  precious  metals  ;  but  credit,  address, 
and  intrigue,  stand  in  the  place  of  capital, 
when  the  national  currency  can  be 
created,  extended,  and  issued  at  pleasure. 

7.  The  nominal  and  relative  value  of 
all  property  will  be  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  the  currency  employed  in  the 
circulation  of  that  property  ;  and  this  can 
only  find  its  true  level  when  the  currency 
itself,  in  all  the  stages  of  its  circulation,  is 
the  special  representative  of  transferred 
property.  Increase  the  amount  of  the 
currency,  and  all  commodities  will  rise  in 
nominal  value  ;  or  make  it  bear  un- 
equally on  particular  kinds  of  property, 
and  these  will  attain  a  factitious  or  unna- 
tural price. 

8.  The  novel  mode  of  putting  artificial 
currency  into  circulation,  by  discounting 
bills  or  promissory  notes,  is  objectionable 
and  pernicious,  because  such  bills  and 
notes  essentially  represent  nothing  but  the 
credit  of  the  parlies,  may  be  created  at 
pleasure,  and  are  often  likely  to  represent 
no  real  transaction  of  which  commodities 
are  the  basis. 

9.  Such  novel  mode  of  issuing  the  na^ 
tional  currency  in  exchange  for  notes  and 
bills,  affords  an  undue  and  dangerous  in- 
fluence to  speculators,  middle-men,  and 
monopolists,  who,  to  enhance  their  gains, 
will  not  hesitate  to  increase  their  accep- 
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tances  and  indorsements,  as  the  means  of 
raising  an  indefinite  capital,  and  thereby 
of  indefinitely  extending  their  speculations, 

10.  The  security  of  the  public  against 
speculators  being  the  natural  limits  of 
their  capital,  it  is  evident  that  if,  under  a 
system  of  paper  currency,  they  are 
enabled  to  raise  unbounded  capitals  by 
creating  and  discounting  bills  and  notes, 
they  will  be  enabled  to  nccumulate  inde- 
finite stocks;  and  being  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  sell  for  want  of  currency, the  prices 
of  such  property  can  have  no  limit  be- 
sides the  conscience  and  the  prudence  of 
the  speculators. 

11.  The  hydra  of  monopoly  will  there- 
fore have  as  many  heads  as  there  are  ma- 
nufactories, or  fountains,  of  paper  cur- 
rency ;  a  colossal  head,  representing  the 
metropolitan  manufactory,  and  five  hun- 
dred other  heads,  generated  by  the  small 
manufactories  which  spread  over  all  parts 
of  the  empire,  serve  as  the  convenient  and 
necessary  engines  of  monopolists- and  spe- 
culators. 

12.  As  long  as  the  paper  currency  is 
limply  and  solely  the  representative  of 
specie,  and  can  therefore  be  exchanged 
for  specie  at  pleasure,  no  preference  will 
exist  in  the  pubHc  mind  in  favour  of 
specie  ;  but,  as  soon  as  the  re-conversion 
becomes  matter  of  difficulty,  a  preference 
will  be  universally  felt;  and,  as  an  aflair 
of  self-security,  every  one  will  hoard 
specie,  to  guard  his  family  against  the 
possible  contingencies  of  a  vague  paper 
currency. 

13.  From  this  feeling  arises  the  present 
scarcity  of  specie  ;  the  usual  quantity  hav- 
ing been  about  twenty-five  millions,  and 
the  number  of  families,or  inhabited  houses, 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  being  about  three 
millions,  a  hoard  of  eight  pounds  to  a 
house  will  account  for  its  total  disap- 
peai'ance,  without  referring  to  the  tempta- 
tions afforded  to  foreign  traders,  to  specu- 
lating exporters,  to  subsidies  to  foreign 
powers,  and  to  numerous  mal-practices  of 
Jews  and  money  dealers. 

I'k  As  long  as  the  cause  exists  which 
led  to  the  preference  of  specie  over  paper, 
and  to  the  system  of  hoarding,  specie  will 
continue  scarce,  and  will  be  likely  to  rise 
in  nominal  value,  relatively  to  Bank  notes 
and  paper  currency  :  but  as  soon  as  paper 
can  be  cohverted  on  demand  into  specie, 
the  preference  in  favour  of  specie  will 
cease,  the  hoards  will  be  opened,  and 
specie  will  become  as  plentiful  as  hereto- 
fore. 
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15.  The  power  of  Jews  and  money- 
dealers  to  speculate  in  the  specie,  and  af- 
fect its  value,  will  always  be  in  the  inverse 
ratio  of  the  quantity  in  circulation  ;  and 
their  controul  would  cease,  if  the  grounds 
of  the  hoarding  system  were  removed,  and 
the  Bank  paid  their  notes  in  specie,  when 
the  amount  of  the  specie  in  circulation 
would  of  course  exceed  the  compass  of 
their  capitals. 

16.  The  Bank  of  England  being  the 
fulcrum  on  which  are  balanced  the  fortunes 
of  the  country,  it  appears  to  be  expedient, 
at  this  crisis,  to  place  it  under  the  vigilant 
controul  of  a  Committee  of  Parliament; 
and  the  private  property  of  the  Directors 
and  of  the  Bank  Company,  or  the  pledge 
of  Parliament,  ought  to  be  committed  to 
the  public  as  a  security  for  the  notes  of 
the  Company  now  in  circulation. 

17.  In  like  manner,  country  bankers, 
who  issue  paper  currency,  ought  to  be 
called  upon  to  give  landed  security  for  the 
amount  of  their  issues ;  and  these  com- 
panies, as  well  as  the  company  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  ought  to  pay  a  half  rate  of  in- 
terest to  the  revenue,  for  the  sums  which^ 
by  the  issue  of  paper  currency,  they  now 
borrow  of  the  public  without  interest. 

18.  The  alternative  to  prevent  greater, 
perhaps  irremediable  evils,  is  to  dissolve 
the  existingspell  by  paying  specie  on  de- 
mand for  Bank  notes.  The  consequent 
restoration  of  public  confidence  would 
occasion  specie  to  re-appear  in  quantities 
too  great  to  be  affected  by  the  machina- 
tions of  speculators.  Paper  and  specie 
would  be  again  at  par.  The  motive  to 
hoard  would  be  destroyed  ;  alarms  would 
be  dissipated ;  and  public  prosperity  would 
stand  once  more  on  a  solid  and  permanent 
basis. 

Chelsea,  April  12,  1811. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
Spain. — Battle  of  Barhosa. — Notes  of  the 
Moniteur  on  Lord  LiztrpooVs  Letter  tothe 
Lord  Mayor  of  London — April  4,  1 81  L 
(Concluded from  page  1056.) 

Letter—"  The  British,  with  the  ^a» 
niards  attached  to  them,  amounted  to- 
5,000." 

Monitmr — <'  There  were  7,000  English, 
8  or  9,000  Spaniards,  and  1,000  Portu- 
guese, which  makes  a-  total  of  between 
sixteen  and  eighteen  thousatid  men.  In 
the  return  of  wounded  officers,  you  men- 
tioned 11  English  regiments,  viz.  3  regi-* 
raents  of  Guards;    the  Qtb,  SSth^   47'th, 
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67th,  82d,  87th,  and  95th  of  the  line,  and 
the  2(]  Hussars,  to  which  is  added  the  2()th 
Portuguese  ;  in  all  twelve  difif'erent  corps, 
making  fifteen  English  battalions,  which 
at  500  each,  gives  a  total  of  7,500  men, 
and  (including  the  20th  Portuguese,  of 
1,0()0)  of  8,500  men  in  your  pay,  who 
were  actually  engaged." 

Letter — "  Lieut.  General  Graham,  with 
the  troops  under  his  command,  had  crossed 
St.  Peler's  river,  and  re-entered  the  Isle  of 
Leon." 

,  3Ioniteur — "  General  Graham,  you  em- 
barked at  Cadiz  on  the  2jth  of  Februarv, 
and,  on  the  2Sth  you  disembarked  at  Al- 
gesiras,  with  your  division,  and  the 
Spaniards.  Tell  us,  then,  why  you  under- 
took this  military  promenade,,  and  incurred 
so  large  an  expence.  You  intended  to 
turn  the  line  of  the  Duke  of  Belluno — have 
you  done  it?  Your  design  was  to  raise  the 
siege  of  Cadiz;  have  you  done  it  r  If  you  car- 
ried every  thing  before  you,  whydid  you 
stop  halfway  ^  It  was  not  in  the  Isle  of  Leon, 
but  at  Chiclana,  which  is  but  a  very  short 
distance  from  it,  that  the  field  of  battle  was, 
where  you  expected  to  take  up  your  quarters 
on  the  night  of  the  5th.  Yoiv  would  have 
taken  100  pieces  of  cannon,  60  gun- boats, 
and  immense  magazines,  baggage,  hos~ . 
pitals,  &c.  &c.  This  was  the  object  of 
your  expedition — have  you  attained  h} 
You  were  beaten — you  lost  half  your 
troops — and  you  were  very  near  being 
taken. — Your  numbers,  and  the  steadiness 
of  your  troops,  saved  you  from  entire 
ruin.  Was  it,  then,  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  returning  to  Cadiz  that  you  left 
it  ten  days  before  ?  Would  it  not  have 
been  better  that  you  had  remained  there  ? 
You  w^ould  have  had  under  your  com- 
mand 4,000  more  English  or  Spaniards." 


Portugal. — Dispatch  from  Marshal  Beres- 
ford  to  Lord  Talaveru,  dated  Campo 
Mayor,  March  26,  1811. 

My  Lord  ; — I  had  communicated  to 
your  Excellency  my  arrival  at  Arronches 
with  all  my  forces,  except  the  division  of 
Brigadier  General  Cole,  to  which,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  continued  marches  it  had 
naade,  it  was  judged  necessary  to  give  a 
day's  rest  at  Portalegre, — On  the  24ih  I 
caused  the  troops  to  move  from  Arronches 
for  Quinta  de  Reguenga,  a  little  more  than 
half  way  to  this  place,  and  the  division  of 
Geheral  Cole  for  Arronches;  and  having 
joined  yesterday  at  ten  in  the  morning,  i 
put  the  whole  in  motion  for  this  town.     I 


could  not  know  the  intention  of  the  enemy 
with  respect  to  this  place  :    but  in  case  he- 
should  endeavour  to   maintain  it,  I  pro-^ 
posed  to  post  myself    between  him  and 
Badajoz,  and  thus  cut  him   off  from  the 
latter. — We  discovered  the  enemy's  ad-^^ 
vanced  cavalry  on  the  hei-ghts  of  Lopo  de* 
]\Iatto  about  a  league  distant;    bat  per-^. 
ceiving  that  we  were  manoeuvring  on  theit© 
flank,  they  retreated,  and  some  skirmish'-i'* 
ing  took  place  at  the  foot  of  the  walls  of' 
the    town,    with    the    advanced    cavalry. 
When  I  reached  llie  heights  of  the  place, 
I  discovered  the  enemy's  force  on  the  out- 
side of  the   town.      1  did  .not,  however, 
know  whether  or  not  he  was  master  of  the 
place.      There    were   four   regiments    of 
cavalrj',  the  regiment  of  infantry  No.  JOO, 
of  three  battalions,  vpith  some  horse   artil- 
lery.—I  ordered  Brigadier  General  Long, 
with  the  cavalry,  to  endeavour  to  turn  the 
enemy's  right,  keeping  out  of  the  reach 
of  the  place.     My  object  was  to  detain 
the  force  of  the  enemy  till  some  infantry 
could  arrive.    The  Brigadier  made  a  wider 
circuit  than  was  intended,  so  that  he  more 
eflectually  flanked  the  enemy,  and  obliged 
him   to  retreat  hastily,  and  indeed  with 
extraordinary  rapiditj^.     The  cavalry  adi^'* 
vanced  upon  his  right  flank,  and  Bri^adiel'''^ 
General  Long,  seeing  a  favourable  opporJ*- 
tunity,  ordered   Colonel   Head,  with  two"' 
squadrons  of  the  13th  Light  Dragoons,  to 
charge  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy,  which 
obliged  the  infantry  to  fall  back  to  support 
it.     This  charge,  followed  by  Col.  Otway, 
with  two  squadrons  of  the  7th  Portuguese, 
and  supported  by  General  Long  with  the 
remainder  of  that  regiment,  the  Ist  Portu- 
guese and  the  brigade  of  Colonel  De  Grey, 
was  made  with  the  most  determined  cou- 
rage, and  the  French  were  entirely  routed, 
and  pursued  into  the  town  of  Badajoz,  two 
leagues  distant,  in  which  flight  the  greater  ' 
part  of  them  were  sabred,  as  were   the 
conductors  and  artillerymen  of  16  pieces 
of  cannon,  which  were  taken  on  the  road, 
but  afterwaids  abandoned.     This  success, 
though  It  occasioned   a  great  loss  to  the 
enemy,  was  in  some  manner  unfortunate, 
because,  not  knowing  what  had  been  done 
by  the  cavalry  'hat  had  made  the  charge, 
and  continuing  to  pursue  the  infantry  with 
the  remaining  cavalry  and   two  pieces  of 
artillery  for  the  space  of  a  league,  to  sup- 
port  the  detached   body  which  had   ad- 
vanced, and  not  having  received  any  no- 
tice from  it,  nor  knowuig  what  new  force 
the  enemy  might  send  from  Badajoz,  pru- 
dence obliged  me  to  halt  with  my  cavalry 
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till  the  infantry  conid  come  np.  The 
enemy's  infantry,  amounting  to  about 
1,20{)  men,  though  in  much  corifu?ioi), 
continued  to  march  in  column  without 
halting;,  notwithstanding  we  were  not 
more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  y<uds 
distant  from  them,  yet  not  knowing  ajiy 
thing  of  the  13th  rerximent  of  Dragoons, 
and  the  7th  Portuguese,  I  couid  not  hazard 
the  loss  which  would  have  necess&ril)' 
tciken  place,  even  though  successful,  had 
I  ordered  a  charge  by  the  heavy  brigade, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  de  Grey. 
The  attention,  firmness,  and  order  of  this 
brigade,  composed  of  ths  3rd  Diagoon 
Guards  and  4th  Dragoons,  merits  my 
warmest  approbation. — Genera!  Long  ma- 
noeuvred with  great  ability,  and  made  the 
greatest  exertions  to  moderate  the  exces- 
sive ardour  of  the  cavalry,  and  regulate 
their  movements.  The  valour  of  ail  was 
exemplary,  particularly  of  Colonels  Head 
and  Otway,  and  their  squadrons  ;  and  the 
only  thing  to  be  remarked  is,  that  which 
is  customary  with  our  troops  on  their  first 
encounter  with  the  enemy — too  great  an 
impetuosity. — The  loss  of  the  enemy  was 
very  considerable,  not  less  than  5  or  600 
men  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 
We  likewise  took  a  great  number  of  horses 
and  mules;  in  fact,  the  enemy  abandoned 
every  thing,  but  we  had  only  means  to 
bring  away  what  is  mentioned  in  the  en- 
closed list,  and  some  carriages,  &c.  were 
destroyed.  We  also  suifered  some  loss,  a 
return  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  trans- 
mit to  you.  It  was  not  my  intention  yes- 
terday to  have  proceeded  to  thi^  city,  and 
I  was  only  induced  to  do  so  from  the 
prospect  of  capturi.ng  or  destroying  the 
force  which  the  enemy  had  incautiously 
left  there,  and  which  would  infallibly  have 
taken  place  if  our  cavalry  had  not  com- 
pelled the  enemy  to  make  a  retreat  so 
rapid  that  the  infantry  could  not  come  up 
with  it, — After  the  long  marches  and  fa- 
tigue necessarily  consequent  on  them,  I 
sent  the  troops  into  cantonments  here  and 
at  Elvas,  for  rest  and  refreshment,  and  to 
make  the  necessary  prepaiations  for  the 
ulterior  operations  recommended  by  your 
Excellency.  Of  the  corn  and  provisions 
in  the  place  at  the  time  of  its  surrender  to 
the  enemy,  the  latter  had  not  time  to 
carry  any  thing  away,  and  they  will 
prove  a  very  opportune  assistance  to  us. 
The  enemy  left  behind  8,000  rations  of 
biscuit,  not  expecting  so  sudden  a  visit. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. — (Signed) 

C.  BERESfoRD,  Marshal. 
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American  States.- — An  Act,  lupj^lcincntar^ 
to  ihc  Act,  entitled  "An  Act  cquccrjimg 
the  Commercial  Intercourse  l>ei'd:een  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
Francs  and  their  Dependencies,  and  for 
.  other'purposes." 

Be  it  enacted  by  t,he  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
in  Congress  assembled,  That  no  vessel 
owned  vvhoUy  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  which  shall  have  de- 
parted from  a  British  port  prior  to  the  se- 
cond day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eleven,  and  no  merchandise 
owned  wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  • 
the  United  States,  imported  in  such  ves- 
sel, .shall  be  liable  to  seizure  or  forfeiture, 
on  account,  of  any  inffactioti  or  presumed 
infraction  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  to 
which  this  Act  is  a  supplement.— Sec.  2. 
And  be  it  further  enacted^  that  in  case 
Great  Britain  shall  so  revoke  or  modify 
her  Edicts,  as  that  they  shall  cease  to-, 
violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United 
States.,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  declare  the  fact  by  proclamation  ; 
and  such  pro'clamation  shall  be  admitted 
as  evidence,  and  no  other  evidence  shall 
be  admitted  of  such  revocation  or  modifi- 
cation in  any  suit  or  prosecution  which 
may  be  instituted  under  the  fourth  section 
of  the  Act  to  which  this  Act  is  a  supple- 
ment. And  the  restrictions  imposed,  or 
which  may  be  imposed  by  virtue  of  the 
said  Act,  tjhall,  from  the  date  of  such 
proclamation,  cease  and  be  discontinued. 
— Sec.  3.  And  be  .it  farther  enacted,  that 
until  the  proclam.ation  aforesaid-shail  have 
been  issued,  the  several  provisions  of  the 
third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  .seventh,  eighth, 
ninth,  tenth,  and  eighteenth  sections  of 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  interdict  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France  and 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,^' shall  have  full  force,  and  be  im- 
mediately carried  into  effect  against  Grea^ 
Britain,  her  colonies  and  dependencies  i 
Pro'/ided  however,  that  any  vessel  or  mer- 
chandize, which  may  in  pursuance  there- 
of be  seized,  prior  to  the  fact  being  ascer- 
tained, whether  Great  Britain  shall  on  or 
before  the  second  day  of  February,  1811, 
have  revoked  or  modified  her  edicts  in 
the  manner  above  mentioned,  shall  never- 
theless be  restored  on  application  of  the 
parties  on  their  giving  bond  with  approved 
sureties  to  the  United  States,  in  a  sum 
equal  to   the  value  thereof,  to  abide  the 
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decision  of  tlie  proper  court  of  the  United 
States  thereon  ;  and  any  such  bond  shall 
be  considered  as  satisfieiJ  if  Great  Britain 
shall,  on  or  before  the  2d  day  of  February, 
1811,  have  revoked  or-niodified  her  edicts 
in  the  manner  aboteinentioned  :  Provided 
also,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  affect  any  ships  or  vesstels, 
or  the  cargoes  of  ships  or  vessels,  wholly 
owned  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  which  had  cleared  out  for  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  or  for  any  port  beyond 
the  same,  prior  to  the  10th  day  of  Novem- 
ber 18J0. 


l^RAMCE. — War  in  Spain. — Official  Report 
of  the  Duke  of  Belluno,  relative  to  the 
Battle  of  Barrasa. — Peurto  Real, 
March'?,  1811. 
Monseigneur  ; — In  the  early  part  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  during  the  whole  of  that 
month,  a  great  deal  of  bustle  was  observed 
in  Cadiz  roads.  The  English  had  been, 
doubtless,  a  great  while  ready  for  the  ex- 
pedition which  they  meditated  ;  but  they 
were  thwarted  by  the  violent  and  conti- 
nual rains  which  fell  about  the  end  of  Ja- 
nuary and  during  great  part  of  the  month 
of  February.  These  rains  rendered  im- 
practicable all  the  roads  by  which  they 
wished  to  approach  us. — Ou  the  27tb  of 
January,  a  strong  Spanish  column,  issuing 
from  the  mountains,  attempted  a  coup- de- 
main  upon  Medina  Sidonia ;  it  was  re- 
pulsed. The  enemy  appeared  to  attach 
importance  to  the  acquisition  of  that  post ; 
the  occupation  of  which  would  have  given 
them  facility  in  manoeuvring  on  our  rear, 
by  concealing  from  us  all  their  move- 
ments, and  in  freely  communicating 
through  the  mountains  with  the  parties 
which  they  would  have  been  ableio  throw 
into  the  country  between Xeres  and  Seville. 
— About  the  end  of  February,  a  convoy 
of  200  sail  of  transports,  which  contrary 
winds  had  long  detained  in  the  roads,  set 
sail,  and  directed  their  course  towards 
Tatifa.— General  Cassagne,  who  occupied 
Medina  Sidonia,  with  three  battalions,  and 
the  5th  regiment  of  chasseurs,  informed 
me,  on  the  2nd  of  March,  of  the  march  of 
the  combined  Anglo-Spanish  army  by  the 
valley  of  the  Barbatte,  upon  Casa  Vieja 
and  "Medina. — The  4th  corps,  which  is 
not  serionsly  employed,  had  it  in  its  power 
to  send  me  a  part  of  its  force.  I  entreated 
M.  the  General  Sebasiiani  to  manoeuvre 


by  Estepona,  in  order  to  alarm  the  enemy, 
and  place  him  in  danger,  fihmald  hfe  exe- 
cute a  movement  upon  me  ;  that  corps/ 
so  numerous  and  in  such  good  condition, 
has  not  been  of  the  least  assistance  to  me. 
— I  ordered  from  Moron  a  battalion  of 
voltigeurs,  which  M.  the  Marshal  Duke  of 
Dalmatia  had  placed  there,  directing  it  to 
fnarch  by  Arcos  upon  Medina,  where  it 
would  join  General  Cassagne.— A  strong 
party  of  the  allied  army  forced  a  picquet 
of  the  2d  dragoons,  which  was  at  Ve- 
jer,  to  evacuate  that  position  and  retire 
upon  Conil. — The  intentions  of  the  allied 
army  being  now  completely  manifest,  I 
made  the  best  arrangements  which  the 
feeble  means  I  had  at  my  direct  disposal 
placed  within  my  power,  for  opposing  the 
effort  which  the  enemy  was  about  to 
make. — After  leaving  the  necessary  troops 
for  guarding  the  lines  which  are  so  ex- 
tended, I  assembled  10  battalions  of  the 
1st  and  2d  divisions  with  which,  on  the 
3d  of  March,  I  marched  to  take  a  position 
at  the  farm-house  of  Guerra,  the  inter- 
mediate |X)int  between  Medina  ami  Chi- 
clana ;  and  whence  I  had  it  in  my  power 
to  bear  upon  the- enemy,  in  case  h^  chose 
to  advance  by  either  of  these  points.— 
From  the  2d  to  the  4th  there  was  some  in- 
decision in  the  movements  of  the  allied 

army. On  the  evening  of  the   4tb,  I 

ordered  General  Cassagne  to  march  a 
strong  party  of  observation  upon  Casa 
Vieja,  a  point  where  the  enemy  had 
strongly  posted  himself  since  his  arrival, 
— At  three  in  the  morning  of  the  5th, 
General  Cassagne  acquainted  me  that  the 
enemy  had  evacuated  Casa  Vieja,  and  ap- 
peared to  be  concentrated  at  Vejer. — On 
the  2d  of  March,  the  Spaniards  had  passed 
over  from  the  Isle  of  Leon  some  troops 
from  that  side  of  the  canal  of  Santi  Petri. 
1  ordered  General  Villatte  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  night  to  attack  these  troops, 
and  drive  them  into  the  sea.  Two  com- 
panies of  voltigeurs  of  the  y5th  regiment 
were  ordered  on  that  service  ;  they  march- 
ed at  midnight  from  the  lines  of  Santi 
Petri.  After  overthrowing  the  advanced 
guard,  they  arrived  without  firing  a  shot 
at  the  tete-de-pont,  on  which  the  enemy 
were  at  work.  Our  voltigeurs  scrtlfed  the 
works,  fell  with  the  bayonet  on  the  work- 
men, who  carried  their  muskets  slung  at 
their  back,  and  put  them  into  disorder. 
(To  be  continued. J 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Portugal.— The  Wau. In  my  last, 

I  had  not  room  to  say  all  that  I  wished  to 
say  upon  the  subject  of  the  Fbte  of  Thanks 
to  Lord  Talavera.  Therefore,  I  resume 
that  subject  now,  and  I  am  the  more  con- 
firmed in  the  necessity  of  speaking  freely 
and  fully  upon  ii,  since  I  see,  that  the  oc- 
casion seems  to  have  been  seized  upon  for 
the  purpovse  of  draivin^  the  iivo  hostile  poli- 
tical parties  towards  one  another,  an  event  of 
which  the  sensible  and  observing  reader 
will  want  no  assistance  to  enable  him  to 
anticipate  the  consequences.— — Ev^nMu. 
Whitbread  seems  to  have  been  afraid  of 
being  thought  to.  dissent  in  silence  from 
the  vote  of  Thanks;  and  hastens  to  say, 
that  he  claims  a  share  of  the '  honour  of 
giving  that  vote  ;  seeing,  that  he  should 
have  been  one  of  the  loudest  in  behalf  of 
it,  if  he  had  been  present  when  it  was  pro- 
posed. But,  I  cannot  say,  that,  aftPr 
what  I  have  seen  for  some  time  past,  this 

much  surprizes  me. There   has   been 

such  a  mixture  of  praising  and  of  blaming 
in  Mr.  Whitbread's  speeches;  he  has  so 
often  ended  in  cofhplivienting  those  whom  he 
began  in  accusing;  he  has  so  often  taken 
the  word  of  those,  wlmm  he  described  as 
totally  unworlhy  of  all  trust  and  confidence  ; 
and,  in  short,  there  has  been  so  much  of 
backward  and  forward  work  in  his  pro- 
ceedings, that  I,  as  well  as  most  others,  I 
believe,  have  began  to  pay  much  less  atten- 
tion   to    him  than    formerly. Having 

made  these  remarks,  which,  though  I  have 
made  them  reluctantly,  I  could  not  wholly 
suppress,  I  shall  proceed  with  my  remarks 
on  Mr.  Perceval's  speech,  taking  up  the 
j^ubjcct  where  I  left  otF  in  the   preceding 

Jsfumber, But,  first  of  all,  it  will  be 

best  to  insert  here  the  remaining  part  of 
the  speech  upon  which  I  am  commenting, 
that  1  may  leave  no  room  for  a  charge  of 

garbling.- >"  I  will  not  here  enter  into  a 

**  detail  of  the  various  distinguished  actions 
"  which  have  from  day  to  day  been  ex- 
*•  hibited  during  the  whole  campaign, 
•*  down  to  the  last  act  of  valour  of  Colonel 
"  Beck'.vith,  on  the  banks  of  the  Coa,  for 
*'  fear  lest  while  1  distingnished  a  fe?/ 1 


- ^ [  loyo 

should  oniit  many  of  equal  merit.  Hav- 
iog  taken,  however,  this  general  view, 
and  knowing  the  great  acquisition  of 
military  glory  to  the  Country,  and  the 
small  loss  at  which  it  has  been  pur- 
chased, I  cannot  help  adverting,  for  a 
few  moments,  to  a  few  considerations 
respecting  the  manner  in  which  that 
success  is  likely  to  affect  our  enemy  and 
ourselves,  our  Allies  and  the  rest  of 
Europe.  With  respect  to  our  Allies,  no 
man  can  doubt  that  it  has  given  them  an 
additional  year  for  the  continuance  of- 
their  struggle ;  and  that  they  have  re- 
ceived a  lesson  from  which  they  may 
derive  the  greatest  profit.  With  regart-J 
to  ourselves,  the  campaign  cannot,  in- 
like  manner,  be  without  its  advantage. 
For  some  time  there  have  been  two 
parties  in  this  country,  who  have  enter-' 
tained  very  different  sentiments  on  the 
situation  of  the  country.  While  the 
one  party  maintains  that  our  glory  is  set, 
the  other  maintains,  that  at  no  former 
period  of  our  history  was  that  glory 
higher.  To  those  who  think  that  tha»- 
glory  of  this  country  never  shone  with 
prouder  lustre  than  during  the  struggle^ 
which  we  have  now  so  long  maintained- 
with  France,  the  present  confirmation  of- 
their  opinion  cannot  fail  to  be  consoling^,' 
But  those  again,  who  thought  the  sun  of 
Britain's  glory  for  ever  set,  never  mor* 
again  to  rise  among  the  nations,  those,  I^ 
should  think,  would  be  among  the  first  to 
congratulate  the  illustrious  glory  with. 
which  their  country  has  been  crowned.' 
To  those  this  glory  cannot  fail  to  be 
most  cheering  and  consolatory,  and  in- 
finitely more  so  than  to  us.  We  alK 
now  know  that  we  shall  have  a  British 
army  to  defend  our  country,  if  ever  the 
battle  shall  be  brought  to  our  own 
shores,  an  army  which  has  unifbrm'y 
beaten  the  array  of  the  enemy,  headed 
by  Generals  who  have  out-general  led 
the  Generals  of  the  enemy.  With  re- 
spect to.  that  enemy,  what  must  be  now 
his  feelings  after  all  his  insolent  boast- 
ings, and  what  must  be  nov/  his  confu- 
sion, when  he  sees  that  be  is  without 
means  to  carry  his  designs  into  execi*- 
2  O  ' 
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'«  tion  ?    What  effects  these   events   may 
''  have  produced  in  Fiance  it  is  impossible 
*'-now  to  foresee.     They   may  be  to  that 
"  country   a  salutary  lesson,  while  they 
*'  demonstrably   prove,  that  extension  of 
"^dominion  is  not  in  reality  an  increase  of 
"  strength.    .With  respect  to  the  effect  of 
"  these    victories    on   other   parts  of  the 
**•  world,  they   will   at  least  point  out  to 
*'  them  the  rock  on  which  they  themselves 
*'  split.     With  these  views,  which  to  some 
"persons  may  perhaps   appear  too   san- 
"  guine,  I  will  own  that  it  does  appear  to 
"  rae  impossible  to  conceive  thatthf;  world 
*'  should  for  ever  remain  enthralled  under 
"  its   present   degrading    tyranny  ;    and 
♦*  that  it  does  not  appear  to  mc  unreasona- 
*'  ble  to  suppose  that  we  may  be  the  instru- 
*'  ments  by  which  the  delivery  of  Europe 
"may  be  effected;    and    that,    in    that 
'*  Peninsula,  which  has  been  the  scene  of 
•'  the  most  unprincipled  acts  of  aggression, 
"  of  the  most  outrageous  barbarity  of  the 
*'  tyrant,  that  there  the  power  of  the  tyrant 
"  should  also  find  its  grave  (Hear!)  What- 
"  ever  may  be  thought  of  the  probability 
"  of  these  suppositions,  we  shall  now  leave 
"  them,  and  revert  again  to  the  proper 
"  business  before   the  -House,  the  thanks 
"  which  are  due  to  those  who  have  put  us 
"  in  a  situation  to  entertain  such  proud  and 
•'  ennobling   seivtiments.      As  long  as  a 
«  feeling  shall  remain  in  favour  of  valour, 
•*  so  long  as  the  hearts  of  men  shall  con- 
« tinue  to  be  affected   by  distinguished 
»'  military  glory,  a  glory  acquired  not  in 
"  the  support,  but  in  the  resistance  of  tyran- 
**  ny>  in  the  most  righteous  cause  for  which 
*'  the  sword  can  be  drawn ;  so  long  shall  the 
"  fame   of  Lord   Weliingion   stand   em- 
"  balmed   in  the  memory  of  a  grateful 
*'  posterity,  and  so  long  shall  he  continue 
"to  receive  the  thanks  of  mankind  (loud 
"  applause).     The  Right  Honourable  Gen- 
"  tieman  then  concluded,  with   moving, 
**  That  the  Thanks  of  the  House  should  be 
"  voted  to  Lord   Wellington,  for  his  dis- 
"  tingujished  Military  Services  in  Portugal 
*'  ftnd  td  the  Army  under  his  Command." 
•——To  read  this  Speech,  who  would  not 
imagine,    that    the    achievement    to    be 
thanked  had  produced  a  total  change  in 
the  aspect  of  affairs,  not  only  in  Portugal, 
and  Spain,  but  in  the  whole  of  the  Conti- 
nent of  Europe  r    Who   would   suppose, 
that  nothing  at  all  had  been  gained  upon 
the  enemy  since  this  day  twelve  months  j 
and  that,  in  fact,  his  situation  was  better,  at 
the  time  when  this  speech  was  made,  than 
it  was  reported  to  be  a<  any  time  wUhin  the 


last  year. The  reader  will  bear  in  mind 

how  often  we  were  assured, that  the  French 
army  never  could  get  away  from  the  trap, 
into  which  they  had  fallen.  So  fully 
were  this  credulous  public  persuaded  of 
this,  ttiat  the  capture  of  the  whole  of  the 
enemy's  army  was  regarded  as  an  event 
almost  certain.  And,  yet,  when  ho  part 
of  it,  except  a  few  stragglers,  have  been 
captured,  when  it  has  not  only  got  away 
unhurt,  but  is  presenting  a  steady  front  to 
ours;  yet,  even  nuw,  we  are  called  upon 
to  exult  at  the  result  ?  I  am  sure  that  this 
couldnot  have  taken  place  in  any  country 
in  the  world  but  this.  I  am  sure  of  it. 
There  is  no  people  but  those  of  this  coun- 
tiy,  amongst  whom  it  would  have  been 

attempted. But,  let  us  examine  a  little 

more  closely- the  grounds  upon  which  this 
Vote  of  Thanks  was  passed. — Mr.  Perce- 
val views  the  result  of  the  military  move- 
ments in  Portugal  in  three  light?:  J.  As 
it  may  affect  our  allies.  And,  here  he 
says,  that  these  allies  will  now  have  had 
an  useful  lesson,  and  will,  at  least,  gain  ano- 
ther  year  for  the  continuance  of  their  struggle. 

Now,  as  to  the  utility  of  the  lesson 

given  them  in  the  last  year's  campaign, 
and  even  up  to  this  hour,  I  can  not,  (or 
the  life  of  me,  di::Cover  it.  I  do  not  see 
in  what  way  they  can  profit  from  this 
lesson,  that  is  to  say,  favourably  to  us. 
And,  as  to  their  gaining  another  year  for 
the  continuance  of  their  struggle,  that 
gain  may  possibly  prove  a  most  dreadful 
loss.  If  indeed,  Mr.  Perceval  will  ensura 
final  success,  I  shall  be  ready  to  say,  that 
sotiiething  has  been  gained,  by  the  Portu- 
guese, with  a  proviso  that  that  success  is 
to  lead  to  their  hem g  a.  free  people.  But, 
if  there  be  no  security  of  final  success  in 
the  struggle,  there  is  nothing  gained  by 
delay  ;  there  is  nothing  gained  on  the  one 
side  any  more  than  on  the  other  side  ;  the 
French  have  another  year  before  them  as 
well  as  our  allies  ;  and  what,  then,  is  there 

to  boast  of  upon  this  score. Suppose 

England  were  invaded  by  a  French  army, 
antl  the  enemy  after  coming  almost  to  the 
capital  were  compelled  to  retreat  to  the 
sea  shore.  Should  we  think  it  any  great 
thing  to  boast  of,  that  we  had  gained 
another  year  for  the  continuance  of  the 
struggle  ?  And,  let  not  the  reader  imagine, 
that  the  French  being  driven  out  of  Portu- 
gal is  the  same  thing  that  it  would  be  to 
drive  them  out  of  Great  Britain.  It  is 
very  different  indeed.  To  be  on  the  con- 
fines of  Spain  is  the  same  thing,  as  to  all 
the  pur[>ose8  of  hostility,  as  being  in  For* 
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The  two  kingdoms  are,  in  fact, 
one  country.  The  line  of  separation  is 
imaginary  ;  or,  at  least,  it  is  no  more  than 
the  line  of  separation  between  Middlesex 
and  Berkshire.  So  that,  the  ec^pressions  ; 
*•  drivenoitt  of  Portugal :  evacuation  of  Por- 
"  tugal :"  and  the  like,  are  mere  inventions 
to  deceive  this  credulous  nation.  I  dare 
say  that  the  French  look  upon  themselves 
as  being  in  Portugal  as  much  as  they  did 
s\'x.  months  ago,  in  a  military  sense  of  the 
words.  They  may  cross  the  line  at  any 
moment ;  and,  if  our  object  be  to  prevent 
them  from  doing  so,  we  shall  tvant  an 
arm\f  that  will  not  be  supported  by  a  few 

dollars    every   month. —If    the   French 

are  not  lo  relvrn  again  to  Portugal ;  if  they 
are  out  once  for  all ;  if  there  be  no  chance 
of  their  re-entering  it  and  subduing  it ;  if 
that  is  beyond  the  means  of  Napoleon ; 
then,,  indeed,  the  driving  of  them  out  will 
have  been  a  great  step  ;  but,  if  they  can 
return  ;  if  their  return  be  not  nearly  im- 
possible, the  people  of  Portugal  will  not. 
be  fools  enough  to  rejoice;  for,  if  the 
French  should  return  amongst  them,  it  is 
manifest,  that  their  lot  will  be  much  more 
wretched  than  if  the  recent  retreat  had 

never  taken  place. All,  therefore,  as 

to  the  Portuguese,  and  the  Spaniards  too, 
depends  upon  the  result.  It  is  possible, 
that  the  retreat  of  the  French  may  be  for 
their  good ;  but,  it  is  also  possible,  that  it 
may  prove  lo  be  the  greatest  of  all  the 
calamities  that  have  hitherto  befallen 
them.  If  they  are  to  be  a  free  people, 
then  the  having  got  their  invaders  out  of 
their  territory  is  a  great  blessing;  but,  if 
they  are,  from  whatever  cause,  finally  to 
be  subdued,  then  the  longer  the  hour  of 
their  subjugation  is  delayed,  the  worse  is 
it,  and  the  worse  must  it  be,  for  them. 
We  are  not  in  the  best  situation  for  judg- 
ing of  the  interests  of  the  people  of  Por- 
tugal. We  are  very  apt  to  think  that 
whatever  is  our  interest  must  be  theirs. 
Turn  the  question  as  often  as  we  will,  our 
own  interest  is  sure  to  be  uppermost;  and, 
therefore,  it  may,  to  some  of  us,  appear  a 
great  advantage  to  have  so  safel}^  secured 
another  year  for  the  continuance  of  the 
struggle  in  Portugal;  but,  I  vvould  have 
the  reader  bear  in  mind,  that  the  Portu- 
guese may  possibly  see  the  matter  in  a 
very  different  light. — — 2.  With  regard 
to  ourselves,  Mr.  Pebceval  said  that  this 
achievement  must  make  us  all  happy, 
principally  because  "  we  NOW  know 
**  that  we  shall  have  a  British  army  to  de- 
^fmd  our  couatr^j  if  ever  th«  battle  shail 


"  be  brought  to  our  own  ehores  ;  an  army 
"  that  has  uniformly  beatftn  the  armv  of 
"  the  enemy,  commanded  by  generals 
"  who  have  out-generalled  the  generals  of 

*<■  th«   enemy."" With   rc>gard    to   this 

uniform  beating  and  this  out-generallingf 
these  points  have  already  been  sufficiently 
discussed  ;  but,  did  it  require  <Aw achieve- 
ment ;  was  it  not  till  now,  that  we  knew 
that  we  had  a  British  army  todefcnd  our  own 
shores;  and,  did  it  require  the  expending 
of  20  millions  of  our  taxes  in  Spain  and 
Portugal  to  ascertain  this  fact  .>  Why,  we 
used  to  say,  that  "  one  Englishman  could 
*'  beat  three  Frenchmen  ;"  this  used  to 
be  not  only  a  coranion  saying,  but  an  ar- 
ticle of  belief,  in  England  ;  and,  are  we^ 
then,  corns  down  so  far  in  our  pretensions 
as  to  have  doubted,  until  justnou?,  vyhether 
we  could  muster  up  men  able  to  defend 
our  own  country  against  an  inv^ding^ 
French  army  ?  Surely  it  was  not  very- 
wise  to  proclaim  this  to  the  world,  xi^ho 
will  say,  of  course  :  Wh'iit,  then,  while 
you  were  holding  such  a  high  tone,  while 
you  were  outwardly  professing  such  con-* 
tempt  for  Frenchmen,  you  were  at  bottom 
afraid  for  your  lives,  and  you  discover 
your  former  fears  by  exulting  that  novi 
you  are  safe  !  What!  and  is  it,  indeed, 
matter  of  boast,  matter  of  pride,  matter  of 
joy  and  exultation,  and  do  we  call  it 
glorious,  because  something  has  hap- 
pened which  assures  us  that  we  shall  be 
able  to  save  ourselves  from  becoming  the 
slaves  of  Frenchmen  !  If,  indeed,  the  minis- 
ter had  said,"  we  Mou;know  that  we  have  an 
"  army  capable  of  chastising  the  insolent  foe; 
"  capable  of  invading  France,  and  carry- 
"  ing  the  English  banners  to  the  capital." 
If  he  had,  indeed,  beaten  the  march  to 
Paris;  then  there  would  have  been  some- 
thing of  consistency  in  the  boast;  then, 
though  we  might  have  doubted  of  the  fact, 
we  should  have  conditionally  admitted  the 
conclusion.  But,  as  it  is  we  are  to  boast, 
we  are  to  exult,  we  are  to  be  all  cock-a- 
hoop,  because  something  has  non)  taken 
place,  which,  as  we  are  told,  gives  us  the 
knowledge  thatwe  shall  be  able  tofind  men 
to  defend  our  country,  in  case  the  French 
were  to  invade  it;  and,for  having  made  this 
consoling,  this  heart-cheering  discovery 
to  us,  we  are  to  thank  Lord  Talavera. 
Here,  however,  I  must  stop  to  say,  th9.t, 
supposing  such  discovery  to  be  matter  of 
great  joy  in  England,  I  do  not  see  that  the 
discovery  has  been  made  in  the  event  al- 
luded to.  I  do  not  see  any  thing  in  the 
events  of  the  campaign  in  Portugal,  which, 
20  2 
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■  if  I  had  hail  any  fears  for  the  defence  of 
England  before,  would  have  itnioved,  or 
at  all  tended  to  remove,  those  feais.     For, 

■  what  have  I  seen  ?  A  French  army  and 
an  English  artjiy  meeting  upon  the  fron- 
tiers of  Poriugai,  the  business  of  the  for- 
mer being  vivasion,  and  the  business  of  the 
latter  being  defence.  Now,  can  I  draw  an}' 
very  great  consolation  from  what  fol- 
lowed ?  Do  I  see  that  that  took  place 
which  I  should  like  to  see  take  place  in 
Eagland?  Should  we,  any  of  us,  like  to 
?ee  the  French  do  here  what  they  have 
done  in  Portugal  ?  Should  we  like  to  see 
thein- follow  our  defenders  for  ?o  many 
hundreds  of  miles  into  the  country,  a-nd  to 
be  permitted  to  lay  one  half  of  the  coun- 
try waste,  before  they  were  compelled  to 
retreat?  \\'ould  it  be  much  consolation  to 

■lis  to  be  told,  that  our  army  had  uniformly 
heaien  the  enemy,  and  tliat  our  generals 
had  out- ^crieralkd  his  generrds?  Would 
this  be  any  great  comfort  to  us,  if,  at  the 
•  same  time,  we  saw  ourselves  reduced  to 
the  most  poignant  misery  ?  Should  we 
exult  much  at  such  a  state  of  things? 
Should  we,  I  ask,  call  it  glorious  ?  This  is 
the  way  to  view  the  matter.  To  make  the 
case  our  own.  To  ask  ourselves  how  tee 
•hould  like  to  be  defended  as  the  people  of 
Portugal  have  been  defended  ;  how  we 
should  relish  these  victories  if  they  had 
been  gained  upon  our  own  shores;  and, 
how  we  should  like  this  promised  advan- 
tage of  another  year  added  to  the  continu- 
ance of  the  struggle. 3.  Mr.  Perceval 

faid,  that,  as  to  the  enemy,  this  achieve- 
ment of  ours  must  plunge  him  into  confu- 
sion.  Now,  before  we  go  any  furtlier, 

let  us  ask  why  v/e  should  -suppose  this  would 

be  the  case. What  is  there  to  produce 

^his  effect  upon  him?  A  retreat  of  one  of  hit, 
armies,  with,  comparalivcly,  very  little 
loss.  Now,  are  retreats  unknown  to  us  ? 
We  have  seen  a  retreat  under  Si  it  John 
MooRii;  we  have  seen  a  retreat  under 
^ord  Talaveba,  from  the  spot  whence  he 
(akes  his  title, leaving  his  sick  and  wound- 
ed to  the  mercy  of  these  same  "  barbarous 
'i'  French;"  we  have  seen  a  retreat  under 
LoHD  Chatham  ;  we  have  seen  a  retreat 
Vnder  the  Duke  of  York;  we  have  seen  a 
retreat  under  General  Graham,  whom  the 
parliament  thanked ;  nay,  and  have  we  not 
seen  a  retreat  under  LordTalaa^eka  during 
this  very  war  in  Portugal? — —Well;  did 
any  of  these  throw  us  into  confusion?  Yet, 
they  were,  some  of  them  at  least,  attended 
with  circumstances  full  as  well  calculated 
t*  excit«  confusion  as  the  retreat  of  Mas- 


sena.  Mr.  Perceval  must,  therefore,  have 
a  very  high  opinion,  I  think,  of  the  sch- 
sibility  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  when 
he  supposes,  that  the  retreat  of  his  Por- 
tuguese army,  under  such  circumstahces, 
will  throw  him  into  confusion  ;  will  fill 
him  with  shame;  and  make  him  despair. 

It  is  stated,  observe,    that  the  allied 

army  consists  of  100,000  men  ;  and,  if 
our  ncv^fspapers  tell  us  truth,  that  of 
Massena  did  not,  when  he  began  his  re- 
-treat,  amount  to  50,000.  If  this  state- 
mf  nt  be  true,  it  is  wonderful  ;  it  is  be- 
yond measure  astonishing',  that  the  French 
army  should  have  retreated  in  such  com- 
plete order.  They  kd't  behind  them  no 
sick  nor  xvounded.  Thry  took  all  along 
with  them  :  And,  is  such  a  retreat,  under 
every  possible  adverse  circumstance,  cal- 
culated to   throw  the  Emperor  into  con-' 

fusion  ? However,  be  it   so,  for,   I  am 

sure,  I  care  not  what  degree  of  confusion 
seizes  him  and  every  despot  upon  earth, 
under  whatever  name  he  may  exercise  his 
power,  though  I  must  confess  that,  ifl 
were  compelled  to  choose,  I  should, prefer 
an  undisguised  to  a  disguised  de;?potism. 
Confusion  to  him  !  but,  let  us  not  lose  cur 
senses,  let  us  not  believe,  until  we  have 
something  like  proof  of  it,  that  he  wants 
the  means  to  carry  on  his  designs  ;  and, 
particularly  let  us  be  cautious  how  we  in- 
dulge in  the  pleasing  hope  that  this  at- 
chievement  of  Lord  Talavera  will  product 
■3,uy  effect  in  France.  Did  the  afiairsof  WaU 
cheren,  or  any  other  of  our  celebrated  ex- 
peditions, produce  any  effect  in  England  ? 
Did  any  one  of  them  cause  any  movement 
of  the  people  here  ?  Nay,  did  any  one  of 
them,  or  all  of  them  put  together,  taks 
from  any  minister  one  single  voice  of  his 
parliamentary  majority  ?  Header,  you  will, 
without  hesitation,  answer  me  in  the  i^.c- 
gative  ;  you  know  that  they  produced  no 
cHiLict  at  all.  A  little  grumbling  from  the 
City  of  London,  in  an  instance  or  two, 
who  received  a  sharp  rap  upv>n  their 
knuckles  for  t  heir  pains  ;  and,  there  was  a)i 
end  of  the  <ffect  ;  except,  indeed,  that  tha 
raj)  upon  the  knuckles  seems  to  h<\ve  made 
the  Citizens  grateful,  rather  than  other- 
wise, lyhy,  then,  I  ask,  should  the  retreat 
of  Massena  produce  any  eil'ect  in  France  ? 
Why  should  ihe  people  cfi'  France  make 
any  stir  upon  such  an  occasion  ?  Why 
should  tliey  be  out  of  temper  with  ihelj:, 
Emperor  ?  It  is  a  strange  perversity  which 
has  seized  us,  to  believe,  that  every  little 
adverse  circumstance  in  th6  affairs  af 
M  France  is  te?   owat    the  peo|)le  to  vis* 
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dgainstthe  govcnuuent.  What  would  be 
said  to  any  ol  us  Jacobins,  if  we  were  to 
f&retell  the  overthrow  of  the  government 
in  England,  because  of  the  failure  of  an 
expedition  or  an  armament  ?  Whj'^,  then, 
should  such  effects  flow  from  such  failure 
of  the  armaments  of  France  ?  Here,  on  the 
contrary,  to  fail  appears  to  be  meritorious 
in  a  Minister.  Pitt  failed  in  all  his  wars  ; 
and  the  parliamentdecree  him  a  public  fu- 
neral and  a  monument  at  the  espence  of  the 
people.  W/iy,  then,  again  I  ask,  do  we 
suppose,  or  should  we  suppose,  that  the 
people  of  France  are  to  be  roused  to  re- 
bellion, or  to  opposition  against  the  Em- 
peror,  by    the    retreat  of  Massena  ? 

But,  this  retreat  is  to  be  "  a  lesson"  to  the 
enemy  ;  to  Napoleon,  perchance,  and  is 
to  convince  him,  "  that  extent  of  dominion, 

"  is  not  increase  of  strength."  • HE  wants 

no  lesson  to  convince  him  of  that,  but,  WE 
seem  to  want  it ;  for,  we  are  frequently 
firing  Park  and  Tower  guns  for  the  con- 
quest of  Islands,  to  send  a  pound  of  beef 
to  which  costs  us  a  crown  in  silver  money. 

We,  indeed,  have  need  of  a  lesson  like 

this.  We,  who  have  ari  Empire  in  the  East, 
which  has  long  been  dragging  England 
down  to  ruin.  His  empire  is  not  nearly 
60  extended.  His  is  all  within  his  reach. 
He  can  come  at  it,  and  command  it.     We 

cannot  do    so  with  ours, Besides,  his 

plan  is  not  to  unite  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal to  France.  He  has  set  up  a 
new  king  in  Spain,  who  is  residing 
in  the  Capital,  and  who  is,  as  far  as  he 
is  able,  grinding  the  poor  people  down 
with  taxes.  So  that.  Napoleon  is  not 
here  fighting  for  extent  of  dominion.  He 
is  fighting  for  alliances  ;  and  what  are  we 
fighting  for  in  Spain  and  Portugal  ?  Are 
not  we  fighting  for  alliances  too  ?  Say,  we 
are  not;  why,  then,  we  must  be  fighting 
ior  extension  of  dominion  ?  No  :  that  will 
not  do.  What  will  do,  then  ?  Why,  we 
are  fighting,  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  -the 
battles  of  England.     We  are  there  antici- 

jmiing  the  attack  upon  ourselves. Say  you 

so  ?  Well,  then,  surely  there  can  be  no 
blame  to  the  French  for  going  there  to 
meet  us  ;  unless  you  hold,  that  it  is  unfair 
iu  them  to  attack  England. — ^— So  that,  in 
no  view  that  you  can  take  of  this  matter, 
will  it  bear  the  test  of  reason.  A  sheiu  of 
argument  may  be  made  up ;  but  there  is 
nothing  solid ;  nothing  that  does  not 
▼anish  at  the  appearance  of  truth.— — 
But,  besides  an  effect  upon  the  people  of 
France,  the  rest  of  the  world  is,  it  seems, 
according  to  JVIr.  PfiRCEVAt,  to  be  affected 
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by  the  retreat  of  Massena.— —The  vjorldl 
It  is  Europe  he  means,  doubtless.-  And 
the  aatioiis  oi  E^irope  are  noiy  to  see  thg 

rocJi  upon  which  they  split There  is  a 

great  deal  of  matter  in  this  little  sentence. 

Tiie  nations  of  Eui;ope  do  not,  t',  ,t  I 

hear  of,  seem  to  think  that  they  have  split 
at  all.  I  see  no  indication  of  their  enter- 
taining any  such  notion.  It  seems,  there- 
fore, a  pure  assumption  on  the  part  of  the 
Orator,  who  should  have  shewn  us  the 
nations  that  had  split.  There  is  a  confu- 
sion here.  Mr.  Pekceval  meant  govern- 
ments ;  and,  it  is  very  true,  that  many  of 
them  have  split,  and  actually  gone  to 
pieces,  but  the  people  are  alive  and  well. 
They  have,  to  be  sure,  changed  rulers, 
and  those  of  them,  who  were  better  off  be- 
fore, have,  of  course,  changed  for  ;hs* 
worse  ;  but,  in  any  case,  I  do  not  see  how 
they  are  to  proft  from  what  has  happened 
in  Portugal,  nor  how  the  retreat  of  Mas- 
sena is  to  shew  them  the  rock  upon  which 
they  have  split. xMr.  Perceval,  how- 
ever, appears  to  h;ive  great  hopes  about 
something;  and  he  does  not  think  it  un- 
reasonable to  suppose,  that  ive  may  yet  b^ 
the  instruments  by  which   Europe  is  to  be 

delivered  ! Good  heavens  !     What,  still 

bent  on  the  deliverance  of  Europe  ;  even 
after  our  principal  Ally ;  our  August 
Ally,  has  given  his  daughter  in  marriage 
to  our  enemy,  "  the  tyrant,"  as  Mr.  Per- 
ceval calls  him. The  "  marchto  Paris" 

will  assuredly  be  revived,  if  we  make  tha 
French  retreat  another  fifty  miles  !  What ! 
deliver  Europe  still,  after  having  ratified 
many  of  the  conquests  of  France  by  treaty  ! 
But,  it  is  foolish  to  be  surprized,  or  to  af- 
fect surprize,  at  any  thing  of  the  kind. 
We  have  been  engaged  in  the  deliverance 
of  Europe  for  the  last  eighteen  years,  and 
on    we   shall   go   as   long   as  the    means 

exist. Mr.  Whitbread  recommended 

an  endeavour  to  obtain  peace;  but  the 
minister  told  him,  that  this  was  not  the  time. 
He  was  very  right.  It  certainly  is  not 
the  time;  and  I  do  not  believe  that  he 
will  ever  see  the  time  as  long  as  there  is  a 
paper-money  in  England,  that  will  pass* 
(at  an-^  rate)  in  lieu  of  gold  and  silver.—— 
But,  as  to  the  deliverance-  of  Europe,  that 
is  to  say,  the  reconquering  of  other  coun- 
tries from  France,  what  must  be  in  the 
head  of  the  man,  who  could  conceive  the 
idea,  merely  because  Massena  had  re- 
treated to  the  frontiers  of  Portugal }  What 
is  this  to  do  for  the  Italians,  or  the  Dutch, 
or  the  Hamburghers }  If  they  wished  it, 
that  is  to  say ;  for  I,  for  my  part,  have 
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seen  no  signs  of  th«se  u?itions  wishing  to 
change.  I  have  heard  fulshoods  enough 
upon  the  subject;  but,  nothing  else  have 
I  seen  importing  that  these  nations  wish, 
that  they  have  the  slightest  wish,  to  shake 
olTwliat  is  called  the  Yoke  of  Napoleon. 
But,  if  ihey  did  wish  it,  how  will  Mas- 
sena's  retreat  assist  ihem?  When  Lord 
Talavera  was  retreating  last  year,  did  any 
one  imagine  that  that  would  tend  to  deliver 
jVIariinico,  or  Guadaloupe?  Yet,  it  would 
have  been  as  reasonable  to  suppose  it,  as 
to    suppose,    that    Massena's   retreat    will 

tend  lo  deliver  Plolland. Looking  back, 

now,  over  what  has  been  said,  let  me  ask 
the  reader  what  real  grounds  he  can  find 
for  all  this  exultation  about  the  retreat  of 
the  Fit-nch  army  ;  I  beg  him  to  consider 
wi^at  has,  until  within  these  few  years 
been  the  custoai  in  similar  cases;  and  to 
find,  if  he  can,  any  record  of  a  Vote  of 
Thanks  fjr  military  services,  except  in 
cases   of  signal  victory  gained   over  the 

enerny.-^ 1  should  here  dismiss  this  topic, 

but,  the  appellation  of  Tyuant,  bestowed 
■upon  the  Emperor  of  France  by  Mr.  Per- 
ceval, is  not  wholly  unworthy  of  noLico. 
■ — • — He  seemed  particularly  gratiiitd  in 
observing,  that,  in  the  country  where 
"  the  barbarity  of  thje  Tyrant  had  been 
"  most  conspicuous,  that  there  the  power 
*'  of  the  Tyrant  would  also  trod  its  grave." 
•  It  does  make  one  stare,  to  be  Sure, 
to  hear  a  man  seriously  say,  that  he  looks 
"upon  the  retreat  of  Massena  as  the  grave 
of  Napoleon's  power.  But,  the  word 
tyrant !  I  can  remember  when  Mr.  Pkr- 
CEVAL  prosecuted,  by  the  means  of  an  In- 
formution  Ex-(^cio,  Mr.  Peltier  for  calling 
Napoleon  hard  names,  and  fur  hinting 
pretty  broadly,  that  the  people  of  France 

woiild  do  well   to  put  hi/n  down. But, 

before  1  refer  more  particularly  to  Mr. 
Perceval's  speech  upon  that  occasion,  let 
Jne  remind  the  reader,  that  the  I^Iorning 
Post  and  Courier  news-papers,  have, 
within  these  few  months,  accused  Napo- 
leon of  boasting  of  unnatural  crimes ;  that 
they  call  his  Empress  his  mistress,  bis  child 
a  Bastard;  and,  accuse  him  of  cominitiing 

incest  with  his  brother  Louis's  wife.  - 

I  will  here  take  «i  passage  from  the  Cou- 
KiER  of  no  longer  ago  than  Thursday,  the 
2d  instant.  The  writer  is  finding  fault  with 
some  of  the  Opposition  as  he  calls  them, 
i'or  calling  Buonaparte  Emperor  of  France. 
Impudent  hireling?  and  whose  fault  is  it 
that  there  is  an  Emperor  of  France  ? 
"VVhose  but  that  o^  thoso  wuu  pre- 
vented  the  French  from  estabiishinff  a 


[1100 

republican  government,  lest  the  exampte 
should  spread.  Whether  a  republican  go- 
vernment would  have  been  the  best  that 
France  could  have  had  is  quite  another 
question.  The  French  revolutionists  set 
out  with  setting  their  faces  against  all  sort* 
oi  tyranny,  at  any  rate.  They  did  not  ask 
for  a  military  despotism.  War  was  not 
made  upon  them  because  they  set  up  a 
despotism  ;  but,  because  they  inculcated 
anarchy.  Let  this  never  be  forgotten. 
They  did  not  choose  a  despolic  govern- 
ment; they  revolted  to  get  rid  of  one; 
and  the  accusation  against  them  was,  that 

they  taught  anarcJiy. Therefore,  if  there 

be  an  Emperor  of  France,  the  fault  is  not 
in  the  "  Jacobins  and  Levellers,"  who 
wanted  to  see  no  Emperor  in  France  ;  but, 
who,  since  there  is  one  there,  are  not  to  be 
blamed  for  liking  him  as  well  as  any  other 
Emperor,  or,  at  least,  are  not  to  be  blamed 
if  they  give  him  the  same  title.  They, 
in  fact,  have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with 
these  matters  of  etiquette  ;  and,  their  best 
wa}'  ia  always  to  give  to  every  one  the 
name  that  he  is  easiest  known  by.— — 
The  passage  of  the  Courier  is  as  follows  : 

*'  One  or  two  more  observations  be- 

"  fore  we  conclude.  We  find  that  Mr. 
"  Whilbread,  as  well  as  many  others  of  the 
"  Opposition,  constaiiJtly  calls  Buonaparte 
'•  Emperor  oj  France,  SiuA  his  Generals  by 
"  their  new  titles.  This  may  appear  of 
"  little  importance  to  some;  to  us  the  easy 
"^  admission  of  these  usurped  titles  is  at 
"  best  foolish,  and  may  be  mischievous. 
"  One  eflectual  weapon  against  Buona- 
"  parte,  and  which  he  dreads  as  thoroughly 
"  as  the  sword,  is  the  general  abhorrence 
"  of  his  crimes;  but  if  these  are  forgotten, 
"  the  abhorrence  must  expire  with  the  re- 
"  collection.  Whilst  he  is  called  by  the 
"  name  of  his  reputed  father,  the.  scrivener 
"  of  Ajaccio,  the  memory  of  his  pristine 
"  meanness  continues  ;  with  \\\%meanness  we 
"  associate  his  crimes;  with  bis  crimes  we 
"  confirm  his  infamy  ;  with  his  infamy  we 
"  ptrpetuate  our  resistance.  It  is  impos- 
'•  sible  to  recognize  a  title  without  acknow- 
"  ledging  the  power  which  created  it:  and 
"  thank  God  we  are  not  yet  reduced  to  ac- 
"  knowledge  the  French  Emperor  !  The 
"  otispring  of  Buonaparte's  Mistress  may 
''  be  proclaimed  King  of  Rome;  he  may 
"be  swaddled  by  Grandmamma  Lelitia, 
"  formerly  Abbess  of  the  Nunnery  in 
*[  Marseilles  and  noyv  Patroness  of*^  the 
"  Pdagdalens  in  Paris ;  he  may  be  Chris- 
"  tianized  by  the  Pope,  or  Mahome- 
"  taaized  by  the  Mufti;  but  until  Britain 


"  shall  recognize  his  squalling  Majesty,  and 
*'  send  an  embassy  to  salute  the  royal 
«  Baby-clothes>  the  imperial  inheritance 

"  is  not   quite    assured. Even   of     his 

"  brother  Louis,  unoffending  as  he  is,  can 
'"  we  not  speak,  without  terming  him  the 
*'  Ex- King;  or  of  his  incesztious  sister, 
«  without  terming  her  the  Ex-Queen,  6f 
"  Holland  ?  Can  we  not  speak  of  the 
"  drunken  Joseph,  without  calling  him 
*'  King  of  that  very  country,  for  whose 
*'  legitimate  Sovereign  we  at  ihi?  momrnt 
"  are  triumphing  ?  Must  we  hail  the  adul- 
*'  terous  Jerome,  King  of  Westphalia  ;  or 
"  the  crimp -Serjeant  Bernadotte,  Crown 
"  Prince  of  Sweden?  Is  it  not  as  easy  to 
"  say  that  Lord  Wellington  drives  before 
*' him  Massetia,  as  the  Prince  of  Essling  ; 
*'  and  that  Ggieial  Graham  routed  Victor, 
*'  as  the  Duke  of  Belluno?  Is  it  more  diffi- 
<'  cult  to  pronounce  Jnnot,  than  Abranies; 

"  or    3Iortitr    than    Treviso  ?" Why, 

then,  is  it  not  as  easy  to  pronounce  Robert 
Jenkinson  as  Earl  of  Livtrpool,  and  so  on  ? 
But,  the  good  of  it  is,  that  the  title  of 
Emperor  of  France  was  first  formally  ac- 
knowledged by  us  in  the  Convention  of 
Cintra,  of  which  this  far-famed  Lord  Tata- 
vera,  whose  name  was  then  Wellesley,  was 

the   negociator. Aye,   and  how    glad 

would  this  same  hireling  be  to  see  a  treaty 
to-morrow  with  the  Emperor  of  France  and 

King  of  lialy  ! This  man  seems,  then, 

to  think,  that  the  recognition  of  the 
Emperor^s  title,  on  the  part  of  Eng- 
land, is  necessary  to  his  stability  !  If 
a  negociation  was  on  foot,  and  such  a 
thing  were  mentioned,  it  would  send  our 
embassador  heme  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye. This  miserable  slave,  a  slave  ten 


thousand  times  worse  than  any  under 
the  dominion  of  Napoleon,  couples  mean- 
ness of  birth  with  crimes;  and,  yet,  I'll  war- 
rant, that  this  man  himself  was  born  in  a 
house  net  worth  20  shillings  a  year  of 
lawful  money'.  This  is  excessively  base. 
It  is  such  a  villainous  abandonment  of  a 
man's  own  character.  But,  from  my  soul, 
I  believe,  that  the  most  abject  slaves  upon 
the  face  of  the  whole  earth  are  some  of 
those  who  are  concerned  with  the  English 
press;  and  if  there  had  been  such  to  be 
found  in  France,  or  in  any  of  his  domi- 
nions. Napoleon  would  have  known  better 
than  to  put  an  end  to  what  is  called  "  the 
"  Liberty  of  the  Press  ;"  that  is  to  say,  the 
liberty  of  praising  men  who  have  the  potver  to 
oppress  you.  He  could  find  no  men  base 
enough;  his  whole  dominions  furnished  no 
men  so  detestably  base  as  to  use  the  press 
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upon  such  terms;  and,  therefore,  he  put  it 
down;  and,  infinitely  better,  and  more  fa- 
vourable to  real  freedom  it  was,  to  put  iV  f 
wholly  down,  than  to  let  it  exist  in  such' 

hands. Let  us  now  return  to  Mr.  Per-- 

cEVAt,  and  his  prosecution  Ex  Officio  of' 
Mr.  Peltier.  In  his  speech  upon  «nat  oc- 
casion he  used  the  following  words,  as  re- 
ported in  the  octavo  edition,  page  Si,  pub- 
lished by  Mr.  Peltier  himself. *'  Whe- 

"  ther  the  present  libel  was  directed 
''  against  a  Monarch  sitting  on  his  throne, 
"  from  long  hereditary  descent,  o^  whe- 
"  ther  he  is  a  person  raised  to  this  power 
"  by  the  revolution,  from  the  choice  of 
"  that  country,  or  from  any  other  cause,  it 
"  makes  no  difference.  He  is,  de  facto,  the 
"  chief  Magistrate,  and  h  to  be  respected  by 
"  those  who  are  the  subjects  of  that  coun- 
"  try,  who  owe  a  temporary  allegiance  to 
"  him.  He  is  to  be  respected  as  if  his  ances- 
"  tors  had  enjoyed  the  sarne  poiaer  for  a  num- 
"  ber  of  generations.  Perhaps  I  may  hear 
"  of  publications  in  the  Moniteur  reflect- 
"  ing  on  our  government.  What  have  we 
"to  do  with  that?  I  am  standing  here  for 
"  the  honour  of  the  English  law,  and  of  the 
"  English  nation.  1  state  this  to  be  a 
"  crime,  and  as  such  have  brought  it 
"  before  an  English  jury.  And  if  any 
"  other  country  think  that  they  can  pros- 
*'  [>er  by  any  such  publications  as  this, 
"  let  them  have  the  benefit  of  h  bat 
"  do  not  let  us  have  the  disgrace.'^ — — • 
Now,  reader,  apply  this  to  the  publica- 
tions of  the  present  day  ;  nay  to  go  no 
further  than  the  one  above  taken  from  the 
CouKiEu.  If  Mr.  Peltier's  publication 
was  a  dishonour  to  England  ;  if  the 
HONOUR  of  the  English  LAW  (iJonowr 
of  Lavj .')  called  far  the  proceeding  against 
Imn,  what  is  this  honour  at  now  ?  This 
same  sovereign  is  now  called  an  incestuous 
person,  an  adulterer,  a  boaster  of  zinnatural 
crimes  ;  and,  yet,  very  far  indeed  are  th« 
authors  from  being  called  to  account.  The 
child  of  Napoleon  is  called  a  Bastard  ;  his 
wife  is  called  a  mistress.  Is  the  excuse 
that  we  are  now  at  mar  with  him  ?  This  is 
a  pretty  justification  indeed,  and  another 
very  fine  illustration  of  the  consistency  of 
what  is  called  the  law  of  Ubel.  But,  at 
any  rate,  I  never  will  say  any  thing  of 
Napoleon  in  war  that  I  am  not  allowed  to 
say  of  him  inpsnce :  I  never  will  condescend 
to  be  that  base  thing  of  a  writer,  who  will 
submit  to  be  hallooed  on  and  rated  off,  just; 
as  it  suits  the  views  of  men  in  power. 
Napoleon  is  the  same  man  now  that  he  was 
in  1 803,  only  his  fame  is  more  spread  and 
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his  power  greater.  But,  he  is^  at  any 
rate.  First  Magistrate  of  France;  and,  he 
Is  net  the  less  so  became  he  is  at  war  with 
us.  If  any  man  were  to  sell  a  file  of  the 
Courier  after  peace  is  made  with  France, 
such  man  would,  agreeably  to  the  doc- 
trines upon  which  Mr.  Peltier  was  ac- 
cused  and  convicted,    be   liable  to  cool 

his  heels  in  jail. In  another  part  of  his 

speech  at  that  trial,  Mr.  Perceval  pointed 
out  the  danger  of  irritatir.g  the  people  of 
France  against  us;  and,  in  short,  every 
thing  was  said  to  shew  the  evil  tendency  of 
abusing  Buonaparte. — —I  say,  then^  that 
he  is  still  the  same  man,  and  that  he  is  still 

the    First    Magistrate   of   France. If 

he  is  to  be  abused  merely  because  we  are  at 
war  with  him,  what  pretty  consistent  law 
is  this.      The  iionour  of  ihio  law  must  be 

i»f    a    most    singular    description. In 

peace  we  must,  not  say  truth  of  him,  if 
unpleasant;  but,  in  war,  we  may  say 
what  we  will,  true  or  false,  as  clearly  ap- 
pears from  the  publications  in  the  Morn- 
ing Post  and  the  Courier. -Such  pub- 
lications cannot,"  indeed,  prcdticeivar  ;  but, 
it  is  possible  that  they  may  perpetuate  it. 
The  French  news-papers  contain  no  such 
infamous  publications  about  any  persons 
in  this  country.  Bad  as  they  are  repre- 
sented to  be,  they  do  not  contain  any 
such  things,  and  never  have.  But  in  this 
country,  they  are  found  in  all  these  prints, 
the  authors  of  which  shew  their  devotion 

to  men  in  power. ^^I  do  not  say,  that  it 

is  ;ny   opinion   even,  that   they  will  per- 

f)etuate  war,  being  persuaded  that  Napo- 
eon  masters  his  passions  where  his  poli- 
tical interest  is  concerned  ;  but,  it  must 
be  evident  to  every  one,  that,  if  any  pub- 
lications could  have  such  a  tendency,  these 
would  have  that  tendency. The  mi- 
nister may  call  Napoleon  a  tyrant  as  long 
as  he  pleases. ;  but,  I  never  w  ill,  until  such 
a  change  is  made  in  the  practice  of  the 
Jaw,  as  will  authorize  me  to  call  him  a 
tyrant  in  time  of  peace  as  well  as  in  time 
of  war  ;  nor,  will  I  ever  say  any  thing.of 
him,  which  (if  I  have  the  truth  with 
Hie)  I  am  not  allowed  to  say  of  the  King 
of  England  or  of  any  of  his  sons  or  his 
ministers.  No  :.  I  have  seen  a  writer 
tried  and  convicted  of  the  crime  of  having 
spoken  of  N.ippleon  In  a  way,  c-'kulaled 
to  expose  him  to  haired;  and  if  this  be 
a  crime,  it  must  be  a  crime  in  time  of 
war  as  well  as  in  time  of  peace;  and, 
therefoie,  I  will  not  speak  of  him  in  any 
Buch  way.  I  will  speak  cf  him  with  just 
the  same  caution  that  I  am  compelled  to 
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speak  of  other  sovereigns.  I  dare  not 
satirize  the  king  of  Sicily  or  Sardinia  or 
the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  or  Fer- 
dinand the  Seventh  ;  and  I  will  not  sa- 
tirize the  Emperor  of  France.  I  will  not 
condescend  to  be  so  vile  a  time-server.—— 
i/'he  be  a  tyrant,  why  then,  I  hate  him, 
that  is  all;  but,  if  we  were  at  peace 
with  him,  the  law  of  libel  would  not  suffer 
me  to  call  him  tyrant,  neither  will  I  so 
call  hiiH  now. 

Mr.  BiNGHAitf. — «— The  case  of  this  gen- 
tleman was  noticed  in  my  Register  of  the 
30th  ot  March,  page  169  of  the  present 
volume.  It  appeared  clearly  to  me,  from 
a  perusal  of  the  proceedings  on  the  Trial, 
as  reported  in  the  news-papers,  that  he 
had  not  only  been  falsly  accused ;  but 
that  there  had  been  some  very  foul  play 
made  use  of  against  him  ;  and,  in  short, 
that  his  life  had  been  put  in  jeopardy  from 
some  most  abominable  motive  in   some 

quarter  or   other. At  the  time  when  I 

wrote,  the  article  here  referred  to,  I  could 
not  lay  my  hand  upon  any  of  the  pub- 
lications, which  were  made  against  Mr. 
Bingham  in  London,  the  moment  he  was 
taken  up,  and  which  publications  were,  I 
recollected,  of  a  nature  to  prejudice  the 
public,  the  whole  world,  and  of  course,  the 

Jury  against  him. Theie  were  several 

of  these  publications ;  but,  that  which 
was  made  in  the  TiMts  news-paper  was 
the  one.  which  I  remembered  the  best; 
and,  upon  looking  back  for  it,  I  found  it 
as  follows.  I  shall  here  insert  it  entire; 
and  I  give  it  as  an  instance  of  the  boldness 
of  these  literary  heroes ;  of  their  undaunted 
courage;  of  their  7ioMe  spirit  of  freedom,  in 
cases  where  they  assault  the  feeble  or  the 
fallen.  Here  they  exercise  the  liberty  of 
the  press  without  any  restraint;  here  they 
shew  that  they  enjoy  the  "  blessed  birthright 
"of  Britons;"    //tre  they  swagger ;  here 

they  look  big. But,  it  is  time  to  come 

to  the  publication  referred  to;  and,  as  we 
proceed,  we  should  bear  in  mind,  that  the 
object  of  attack  was  a  man  not  proved  to 
be  guilty,  a  man  of  spotless  reputation 
heretofore,  a  man  with  a  numerous  family 
and  with  very  scanty  means  of  maintain- 
ing ihem,  and  that  this  publication  was 
made  at  a  time  when  there  was  a  great 
Ttii'urd  offered  for  bringing  to  conviction 
the  person  guilty  of  one  of  the  crimes  with 
which  he  was  charged.— — There  are  two 
passages,  which  1  have  designated  by 
capital  letters,  and  to  these  1  beg  the  reader 
to  pay  particular  attention.    The  whole  of 
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the  article  should  be  attended  to;  but  these 
i  two  passages  are  of"  the  greatest  import- 
--'jiace  ;  for  of  great  importance  it  is  to 
*every  man,  seeing  that  every  one  is  ex- 
^■"jjosed  to  the  same  danger  that  Mr.  Bing- 
ham has  experienced. The  passage  is 

taken  from   the  Times  news-paper  of  the 

=-^th  of  February,  1 8 1 1. "  A  few  months 

V^'  since,  a  grt-at  part  of  Ashdown  Forest 
*'  in  Sussex  was  inclosed  by  a  set  of  men 
"  called  Foresters,  and  also  by  the  Rev. 
"  Robert  Bingham,  the  Curate  of  the 
"  parish  of  Mayersfield  ;  which  being 
"  deemed  to  be  the  right  of  the  Duichess 
"  of  Dorset,  the  same  were  thrown  down 
*'  by  order  of  her  Grace,  Lord  Whitworlh, 
*'  asid  Lord  Sheffield,  the  acting  Magis- 
*'  trate  for  that  county.  This  act  irritated 
"  all  those  who  had  made  inclosures, 
"  and  some  of  them  were  heard  to  make 
"  use  of  threatening  language,  which 
"  caused  some  liule  alarm  among  those 
"  concerned  in  deslroying  the  inclosures  ; 
"  but  no  particular  notice  n-as  taken,  or 
:  *'  any  act  done  except  ssvearing  in  a  nuni- 
»«*ber  of  respectable  inhabitants  as  Special 
"  Constables,  to   be  ready  in  case   of  an 

•'  emergency. On    Sunda3',    the    lOlh 

"  of  December,  a  letter  was  found  on  the 
"  road  near  Mayersfield,  by  the  pons  of 
'^  Mr.  Richard  Jenner,  a  respectable 
*'  farmer,  direcied  to  their  faiher.  The 
"boys  took  it  home,  but  their  father 
"  being  absent  they  gave  it  lo  their 
"  mother,  who  on  opening  it,  discovered 
"that  it  was  headed  in  large  letters, 
""Fire:  Murder!  and  Revenge!"  and 
"  the  contents  threatened  destruction  to 
"  the  Parson,  Churchwardens,  Farnjers' 
"  houses,  barns,  and  stacks.  The  boys 
"  told  the  mother,  that  after  Mr.  Bing- 
"  ham  performed  the  morning  service  at 
"  Mayersfield  Church,  he  got  on  horse- 
"  back  to  ride  to  a  neighbouring  parish 
"  to  do  duty  there  in  the  afternoon,  he 
"  passed  them,  and  when  he  was  at  a  short 
^'distance  from  them,  THEY  SAW  A 
"  PAPER  DROP  FROM  HIS  POCKET, 
"  WHICH  THEY  WERE  POSITIVE 
"  WAS  THE  LETTER  THEY  PICKED 

"  UP. The  .letter    so   much   alarmed 

"  Mrs.  Jeimer,  that  she  sent  off  one  of  her 
"  sons  after  her  husband,  who  was  in 
^'  London.  Thecircumstance  caused  con- 
"  siderable  alarm  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
«  try.  Lords  Whitworth  and  Shefiield 
*' published  an  advertisement,  offering  a 
*'  reward  of  200/.  for  the  <liscovery  of  the 
"  writer  of  the  letter.  A  number  of  men 
*'  were  employed  to  watch  Mr.  Jenner's 
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"  premises, and  topatroicin  difilreritparts- 
"—On  the  lOth  of  Januaiy  last,  Mr. 
"Bingham's  house,  was  discoverid  to  be 
"  on  fire,  and  although  tmitiy  assisiance 
"  was  given,  great  part  of  the  premises 
"  were  destroyed.  It  was  ascertained  that 
"the  fire  broke  out  in  the  school-room, 
"■  where  there  were  several  faggots  laid. 
"  Mr.  Binghnra  reported  that  he  had  no 
"  doubt  it  was  one  of  the  Foresters  w  ho 
"  hid  set  fire  to  his  premises.  The  ac- 
"'  count  he  gave  of  the  fire  and  his  con- 
"  due;,  was,  that  his  family  went  to  bed- 
"  about  ten  o'clock — he  was  the  last  up. 
"About  half  past  ten  o'clock  he  heard 
"  the  noise  of  footsteps;  he  looked  out  of 
"  his  window,  but  could  not  see  or  hear 
"  any  person. — About  half- past  eleveu 
"  o\'lock  he  was  alarmed  again — he  hxdi- 
'*  ed  out  of  the  window  the  second  time, 
"  but  did  not  see  any  person  ?  but  a  little 
"  before  one,  he  heard  a  noise  atthe  scliool- 
"  room-door  ;  and  he  states  that  ho  saw  u 
"  man  wa'kingfrom  the  house,  but  could 
''  not  tell  whciher  he  had  on  a  blue  coat 
"  or  a  smock  frock.  This  account  being 
"  So  very  extraordinary  and  unsatisiactory, 
"  Lord  Sheffield -sent  to  the  Public-office^ 
"  Bow-street,  for  an  activf  and  intelligent 
"  officer,  and  Mr.  Read  sent  Alkius.  Upon 
"  the  oflJcer's  arrival,  after  making  inqui- 
"  ries,  HE  stroni^iy  suspected  r.ir.  Bing- 
"  ham  set  his  own  house  on  fire,  and  m 
"  consequence  placed  .several  men  to 
"  watch.  ONE  OF  THEM  HE  STA- 
"TIONED  IN  THE  STEEPLE  OF 
"THE  CHURCH,  WHEN  THEY  DIS- 
"  COVERED  HIM  TO  BRING  -A 
«  GRK/iT  QUANTITY  OF  BOOKS 
"FROIVI  HIS  SFABLE,  AND  BURY' 
"THEM  IN  HIS  GARDEN.  From  a 
"  variet}^  of  other  suspicious  circumstances 
•'  a  warrant  was  granted  against  Mr.  Bing- 
"  ham,  and  one  to  search  his  premises, 
"  when  Atkins  found  in  the  roof  of  the 
"  privy  a  variet)-^  of  valuable  papers  con- 
"  cealed,  together  with  otr.er  suspicioual 
"  circumstances  of  his  having  set  his  pre- 
"  niises  on  fire  for  the  purpose  of  defraud- 
"  ing  the  Union  Fire  Office,  and  he  was  in 
"  consequence  taken  into  custody,  and 
"  on  Fri<lay  underwent  a  final  exaniina- 
"  lion  at  Lewes,  before  Lords  Chichester 
"  and  Sheffield,  and  was  fully    committed 

"  for  trial.'' Now,   without    dwelling 

upon  the  geiierqj lei^or  o( this  article,Ibeg 
the  reader's  attf-ntion  to  the  two  passages, 
poinied  out  by  the  Capital  Letters,  eithtv 
of  v;hicii,  if  /rz^e,  contains  pretty  nearlv 
proof  of  the  guilt  of  the  accused  pci-scn. 
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-They  relate  to  the  two  crimes,  with 

which  he  stood  charged  t  the  first,  to  the 
crime  of  writing  tlie  threatening  letter  to 
Jenner  ;  and  the  second,  to  the  crime  of 
setting  fire  to  his  own  house  with  a  view 
of  dctVaiidiHg  the  Union  fire  O/Tice,  of  which 
otiice  we  shull  have  i/iore  to  sat/  another  thus 
perhaps. It  is  stated  here  by  Mr.  Wal- 
ter, the  Proprietor  of  the  Times  news- 
jriaper,  that  the  sons  of  Jenner  "  sazo  a  pa- 
'•  \)c\-  drop  from  Mr.  Bingham' spccktt,  which 
"  tiiey  were   positive   was  the  Letter  they 

"  picked  up." Now,  if  the   account  of 

the  trial  be  true,  ihis  h  false  ;  for,  in  that 
account  the  boys,  even  these  boys,  say  no 
such  thing ;  -and,  Mrs.  Jenner  says  no 
such  tiling.  The  boys  say,  on  the 
contrar}'-,  that  they  did  not  see  the 
leiter  drop  from  his  Pocket  ;  and,  Mrs. 
Jenner  say.s,  that  they  never  told  her 
that  they  did  see  it  drop  from  his  pocket, 
and  that,  for  some  time,  no  such  thing 
was  ever  talked  of. — — Thus,  then,  is 
the  falsehood  of  this  publication  proved 
upon  the  trial ;  it  is  proved  upon  oath  ; 
and,  indeed,  if  the  tru:h  of  it  had  beeri 
proved  Mr.  Bingham  must  have  been 
found  guilty  ;  for,  the  evidence  of  seeing 
it  drop  from  his  pocket,  would,  at  any 
rate,  have  been  proof  quite  sufficient  of 

his  being,  at  bottom,  the  author  of  it.- 

"What  justification,  then,  can  Mr.  Walter 
set  up  for  this  publication;  this  foul  attack 
upon  the  character  of  Mr.  Bingham  ;  this 
stab  at  his  reputation  ?  Igjiorance  ?  Is  that 
his  plea  ?  Will  he  say  that  he  was  igno- 
rant of  the  matter  ;  that  he  was  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumstances  ?  Will 
he  say  this  ?  Why  did  he  not  stop,  then, 
tiU  he  was  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
stances ;  why  did  he  not  stop  till  he  had 
good  authority  for  saying  what  he  said  ? 
What  right  liad  he  to  venture  such  a  pub- 
lication regardless  of  the  eftert  upon  the 
unfortunate  gentleman  and  his  family? 
Yet,  ignorance,  bad  as  it  is,  is  his  besi.  jus- 
tificati(m;  for,  if  he  knew  the  truth,  at  the 
time  when  he  was  publishing  this  false- 
hood, I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
the  act  was  very  little  better  than  that  of  a 
murderer,  and  a  murderer  of  the  worst 
sort  too,  because  it  united  to  consummate 

cruelly  the  basest  of  cowardice. The 

second  assertion,  that  one  of  the  men, 
stationed  in  the  steeple  of  the  church,  dis- 
covered Mr.  Bingham  "  to  bring  a  great 
"  quantity  of  books  from  his  stable  and  bury 
"  thern  in  his  garden,"  is,  as  appears  from 
the  report  of  the  trial,  equally  false  with 
the  former.     There  is  not  a  word  of  truth 
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in  it,  from  beginning  to  the  end.*-*— What 
an'  iiifairious  thing,  then,  was  it  to  publish 
such  an  assertion  !  If  this  assertion  had 
been  true,  and,  who  could  doubt  of  it, 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  assertion 
was  made,  there  could  have  been  little 
doubt  of  Mr.  Bingham's  guilt;  every  man 
must,  upon  the  face  of  the  fact,  say  that  it 
indicated,  clearly  indicated,  guilt;  and, 
the  persuasion  of  its  truth  once  safely 
lodged  in  the  mind  of  two  or  three  of  the 
jury  might  have  sent  this  innocent  man  to 
the  gallows;  for  his  escape  from  which  he 
certainly  has  not  to  thank  Mb.  Walter.  ., 

^The  last  assei'tion  is  a  sheer  falsehood. 

It  has  not  shadow  of  foundation  in  any 
fact,  as  far  as  appears  from   the  report  of 
the  Trial.     How  then,  came  Mr.  Walter 
to  make  it;  for,  after  all,  Mr.  Walter  it  is, 
and  Mr.  Walter  it  must  be.     How  came 
he  to  make  this  assertion  ?  Did  he  put  in 
the  paragraph  at  the  request  of  another 
person?  XVas  it  paid   for,  or  was  it  not  ? 
Here,  as  in  the  other  case,  ignorance  is  his 
best  plea ;    but,  what  satisfaction   is  that 
to  Mr.  Bingham,   his   wife,    his  children, 
his  relations,  and  his  friends  ?  What  satis- 
faction would  it  have  been  to  them,  if  the 
ignominious  death   of  the    accused    had 
been,  as  it  might   have  been,  the  conse- 
quence? Nay,  what  satisfaction  is  itto  Mr. 
Bingham  for  all  his  actual   losses  and  in- 
juries, sustained  in  consequence  of  these 
false  reports  ?  Here  is  no  blind  hint ;    it  is 
a  positive  assertion;  a  plain  assertion  of  a 
fact,  and  which  fact  is  a  proof  of  giiill.'^— 
Still,  however,  I  should   have  been  ready 
to  make  some  allowances  for  Mr.  Walter, 
if  he  had  made  the  reparation,  the  cheap 
reparation,  of  a  contradiction,  through  the 
same  channel  that  had  conveyed  the  in- 
jurious   falsehood    to   the   public.      But, 
though  I  have  looked  pretty  attentively  to 
see  if  such  contradiction  appeared,  I  have 
seen    none,   either  in   the   Times   or   the 
Morning    Chronicle,  or  in   any  of  the 
papers  through  which  the  falsehoods  wer6 
conveyed   to   the   public.'        And  here  I 
cannot   help  observing  the    difference  in 
the  conduct  of  these  gentlemen  towards  a 
poor  Clergyman  and  a  rich  Bishop.     It  is  not 
long  since  they  were  all  upon  their  knees 
before  the   Bishop  of  Derry,  with  hands 
clenched  together  and  eyes  uplifted,  like 
blasphemers   in    a    storm.     Yet,  all  that 
they  had  done  against  him  was,  the  mere 
copying  of  a  sort  of  punning  paragraph, 
reflecting,  unjustly,  as  it  was  said,  upon 
the  Bishop's  solvency.     In  paragraphs  of 
lengths  and  breadths  did  they  beg  pardon. 
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The  Miserable  Sinners  uttered  whole  Li- 
tanies of  paragraphs  in  the  hope  of  avert- 
ing the  wrath  of  the  offended  Father  in 
God.  They  put  me  in  mind  of  the 
crouching  caitiffs  intheLuTKiNof  Boileao, 
trembling  for  their  lives   in  fear   of  the 

avenging  crosier. They  publishedj  not 

only  a  recantation;  a  full  and  clear  re- 
cantation ;  but  they,  moreover,  published 
all  sorts  of  praises  of  the  Right  Reverend 
Father.  They  told  us  of  his  charity,  his 
benevolence,  his  humanity,  his  munificence,  of 
which  they  gave  us  particular  instances; 
and  so  particular  and  circumstancial  were 
they  as  to  these  points,  that  it  would  al- 
most have  seemed,  that  they  had,  at  the 
least,  lived  in  the  same  houst;  and  dipt  in 
the  same  dish  with  his  Lordship.— —Whe- 
ther they  saved  themselves  1  know  not  ; 
but,  I  cannot  refrain  from  comparing  their 
conduct  upon  that  occasion  with  theircon- , 
duct  towards  Mr.  Bingham,  against  whom' 
the  offence  was  assuredly  much  greater, 
but,  to  whom,  none  of  them  have,that  Ihave 
seen,  offered  the  smallest  apology.  Nay, 
they  have  not,  as  far  as  I  have  observed, 
even  said  one  word  in  the  way  of  correct- 
ing what  they  had  before   asserted.- 

This  is  very  unjust,  and  very  cruel ;  for, 
this  silence  would  seem  to  argue,  that, 
though  he  has  been  acquitted  in  a  court 
of  justice,  they,  the  publishers  of  these 
accusations,  still  look  upon  Mr.  Bingham 
as  being  guilty  of  the  crimes,  which  they 

had   laid   to  his  charge. Would  they 

have  acted  thus  with  regard  to  a  rich  or  a 
powerful  man  I  We  have  seen  how  they 
acted  in  case  of  a  rich  Bishop ;  and,  I  be- 
lieve, that  the  reader  will  agree  with  nie, 
that  if  Mr.  Bingham  had  been  a  Bishop, 
their  conduct  towards  him  would  have 
been  very  differerit  indeed  from  what  it 

has  been. The  cause  of  Mr.  Bingham 

is  that  of  every  man;  for,  if  he  can  be 
treated  thus,  if  his  life  can  be  put  in  jeo- 
pardy by  false  accusations  spread  through 
the  public  papers,  whose  life  may  not  ? 

1   observed   before,    that   it   was  the 

duty  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  of 
Sussex  to  give  him  countenance  and  sup- 
port, it  being,  from  the  trial,  very  evident, 
that  there  had  been  some  very  foul  work 
going  on  against  him.  Whether  he  has 
received  such  support  I  know  not ;  but,  of 
this  I  am  very  sure,,  that,  if  he  has  not,  it 
argues  great  baseness  in  the  people  of  the 
county,  and  especially  the  people  of  rank 
dnd  property.  The  expences  must  have 
gone  nearly  to  ruin  a  man  in  the  circum- 
stances in  which  he  appears  to  have  been. 
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He  was,  it  seems,  only  the  curate  of  the 
parish,  upon  a  stipend,  probably,  of  50 
or  60  pounds  a  year;  and,  with  this  and 
a  school,  he  had  to  support  a  family  of 
eleven  children.  The  expences  of  trial 
must,  to  such  a  man,  have  been  nearly 
utter  ruin.  This  is,  then,  quite  hardship 
enough  without  being  calumniated  into 
the  bargain  ;  and,  Vvhen  any  one  has  from 
want  of  knowing  the  truth,  propagated  in- 
jurious falshoods  against  such  a  man,  jus- 
tice, bare  justice,  demands  a  contradic- 
tion, in  the  most  public  manner  and  most 
explicit  terms.  * 


Spain.— The  War. 


-There  is  some- 


thing going  on  in  Spain,  which  does  not 
indicate  any  very  good  understa"nding  be- 
tween our  army  and  that  of  the  Spaniards. 
— The  public  will  bear  in  mind  what  loud 
accusations  were  made  here  against  the 
&)?anwA  Commander  at  the  affair  of  Bar- 
rosa.  It  was  said,  that  we  had  the  vchole 
of  the  honour  ;  and  that  the  Spaniard  was 

either  traitor  or  coward. The  Spanish 

Regency  seem  to  be  of  a  different  opinion. 
They,  in  giving  an  account  of  the  battle, 

have  the  I'oliowing  passage: "Such 

"  have  been  the  memorable  expedition, 
'•'  and  battle  of  the  5lh  o\'  March,  in  which 
"  the  British  troops  have  again  shewn 
"  their  disaplinc,  their  hicomparuhle  fir7imcss, 
"  and  extraordinary  valour;  maintaining 
"  their  reputation  of  being  superior  to  the 
"  French,  which  they  have  proved  on 
"  every  occasion  when  they  have  con- 
"tended  against  them. — The  Spanish 
"  troops,  with  unbounded  bravery,  and  an 
"  heroic  enthusiasm,  gloriously  f might,  and  in' 
"  the  most  brilliant  manner  overcame  their 
"  oppressors  without  the  dispersion  of  a  single 
"  soldier.  The  allied  array  has  covered 
"  itself  with  jj/orj/,  and  merits  the  eternal 
"  gratitude  of  Spaniards,  and  the  admira- 

"  tion  of  Europe." Now,  either  the 

Spanish  Regency  speak  truth,  or  they 
speak /afo/ioofi;  if  the  former  we  were  not 
told  the  truth  by  our  prints  before  ;  if  the 
latter,  what  a  pretty  set  of  allies  have  we 
got  ?  For  my  part,  I  do  not  know  what 
to  believe,  and  wish  to  give  no  opinion 
about  the  matter;  but,  if  what  the  Spa- 
nish Regency  say  be  really  true,  the 
Spaniards  were  very  roughly  treated 
here  ;  and,  at  any  rate,  the  harmony  be- 
tween the  armies  cannot,  I  should  suppose, 
be  very  perfect. 

American     MANurACTKREs. The 

book  advertised  below  has   been  repub- 


Uit) 


POLlTiCAL  REGiSTER.-.VJtcial  Papers. 


{111! 


lished  {>y  mc  in  tlie  inanner  there  stated 
with  a  view  of  enabling  those  who  take 
aa  interest  in  the  question  to  judge  for 
themselves,  whether  there  is  any  probabi- 
lity of  America  remaining  any  longer  dc' 
pendent  upon  Ejigland  for  wool  and  wool- 
lens. It  is  the  best  book  that  I  ijave  read 
upop  the  subject  of  Sluep  ;  but,  I  vvas  in- 
duced to  niaive  the  publication  lieie,  b-e- 
cause  the  bon'k  seemed  to  nie  to  settle  the 

grand    quesiion  of  mavujactures. The 

reader  will  bera"  in  min<l,  that  tlie  Autlior 
was,  a  few  years  ago,  minister  of  the 
American  States  to  the  Emperor  of  France. 
In  the  insertion  of  his  name  I  have  pur- 
posely omitted  his  titles  of  LL.  D.  &c. 
&c.  and  was  sorry  to  see,  that  he  shouhi 
have  thought  them  worth  the  trouble  of 
printing.  I  am  sure  the  best  of  his  coun- 
trymen did  not. 

W*'.  COBBETT. 
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France. — War  in  Spain. — CUnciul  Report 
of  the  Duke  of  Belhtno,  relative  to  the 
[Battle    of  Barrosa. — Peurto   Real, 
-' /■ 'March  7 ,  JSll. 
'■  '  ■'     (Conc(ud^-d  from  page  lOSS.^ 

That  very  night  the  enemy  had  thrown 
across,  a  bridge  of  rafts;  .'ome  voltigeurs 
penetrated  to  the  other  side  of  the  bridge, 
and  returned  again  with  the  Spanish  troops, 
who  hastened  to  the  asiistance  cf  their 
people. — These  two  companies,  vvhich 
were  headed  by  the  Colonel  of  the  05ih, 
re-entered  their  camp  with  a  nouiber  of 
prisoners. — The  Spaniards,  by  their  own 
•J  icnoujcdgmcnt,  had  1.50.  kiiic-d,  and  200 


the  side  of 
nip   presume 


drowned. — TIws  combat,  which  took  place 
under  the  constant  fire  of  the  fort  of 
Santi  Petri,  and  the  batteries  of  the  Isle  of 
Leon,  does  honor  to  the  voltigeurs  of  the 
95lh  ;  they  displayed  on  this  occasion  as 
much  coolness  as  courage — It  was  only' 
from  the  account  of  this  affair  which  Gd"- 
ncral  Villatte  addressed  to  me  on  the  4tb, 
that  1  learned  the  establishment  of  this 
bridge  of  rafts,  Avhich  permitted  tlie  ene- 
my to  connect  the  operations  of  the  troops 
left  in  the  Isle  with  those  of  their  army. — 
The  estabiisliment  of  the  bridge  of  banli 
Petri,  and  the  report  of  General  Cassagne, 
who  informed  ine  that  the  enemy  had 
not  made  his  appearance  on 
Acala  and  Medina,  made 
that  it  wag  his  intention  to  march  by  hia 
left,  in  order  to  surprise  and  cut  off  the 
troops  of  the  3d  division,  which  were  iu 
the  lines  of  Santi  Petri,  to  join  those  which 
should  come  out  of  Cadiz,  and  to.  march 
in  that  direction  upon  Chiclana. — I  made 
my  arrangements  for  surprising  the  ene- 
my on  his  march,  and  frnstrating  his  ex- 
pectations,— At  fivfe  in  the  morning  of 
the  5th,  the  ten  battalions  of  the  1st  and 
2d  divisions  set  out  iiom  the  farui-house  of 
Guerra,  and  marched  towards  Chiclana. — 
Gi?neral  Cassagne  received  orders  to 
march  to  li? — On  my  arrival  at  Chiclana, 
I  ordered  General  Villatte  to  withdraw 
from  our  lines  at  Santi  Petri  the  two  bat- 
talions which  might  have  been  endanger- 
ed, and  to  unite  them  to  the  rest  of  hi» 
division,  destined  to  attack  the  heads  of 
columns  of  the  allied  army, at  the  moment 
of  their  appearance. — I  was  in  the  belief, 
from  all  the  information  I  could  collect, 
that  this  army  consisted  of  S, 000  Spaniards 
and  4,000  English.  Even  this  was  dou- 
ble the  numbers  I  could  oppose  to  it ;  ne- 
vertheless I  had  conceived  the  hope  not 
only  of  frustrating  its  projects,  but  of 
destroying  it  :  it  was  with  this  feeling 
that  1  manceuvred.— -The  enemy  was  in  full 
march  ;  bis  heads  of  columns  had  arrived 
near  our  lines  of  Santi  Petri,  and  his  rear- 
guard was  on  a  height  near  the  sea-beach, 
about  a  league  from  our  lines,  when  I  ad- 
vanced by  the  woods  which  are  in  front 
of  Chiclana,  upon  his  right  flank  and  al- 
most upon  his  rear  with  the  lO  battalions 
of  the  1st  and  2d  divisions.— The  troops 
of  General  Cassagne  did  not  yet  make 
their  appearance  ;  a  long  quarter  of  a 
league  separated  me  from  the  enemy  :  and 
without  attacking  him,  I  gave  him  time  to 
concentrate  his  troops,  and  to  arrive  upon 
the  division  Villatte.    1  thought  I  ought 
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not  ta  let  slip  so  fine  an  opportu- 
nity;  aad  I  advanced  towards  him. — 
— The  division  Ruffiu  forming  the  left  wiih 
the  1st  regiment  of  dragoons,  took  a  di- 
rection by  tiie  extremity  of  ihe  heiglu  on 
the  side  of  Conil,  and  the  division  Laval 
Biarchod  straight  to  this  height,  upon  which 
the  enemy  appeared  inclined  to  await  us. 
He  there  kept  his  ground  for  a  few  mo- 
ments ;  he  was  overthrown,  and  General 
Ivuffin  took  possession  of  the  height.  I 
then  repaired  to  this  height,  whence  1  per- 
ceived the  disposition  of  the  enemy's 
army.  The  Spaniards,  under  the  order  of 
Lapena,  were  at  the  head,  and  strongly 
engaged  with  General  ViUalte.  The  can- 
nonade  and  fire  of  mus(juetry  were  ex- 
tremely brisk.  I  discovered,  upon  seeing 
their  lines,  that  they  were  at  least  1.5,000 
in  number.  The  English  formed  the  rear- 
guard, and  according  totheir  custom,  they 
wished  to  place  the  Spaniards  in  the  post 
of  danger,  and  expose  themselves  as  little 
as  possible.  By  the  movement  which  I 
had  made,  I  advanced  upon  them.  The 
English  General  made  his  dispositions, 
end  I  couid  see,  that  instead  of  beitig 
4-,000  strong  as  Ihad  supposed,  they  were  at 
least  8,0CJ  ;  so  that  they  alone,  without 
including  the  Spaniards,  were  stronger 
than  m^^self.  I  had  then  reason  to  be  con- 
Tinced  tliat  the  army  which  I  had  to  fight 
amounted  to  at  least  22,000  men.  I  in- 
stantly resolved  to  send  orders  to  General 
Villatte  not  to  oppose  the  passage  of  the 
?nemy,  to  prevent  him  from  advancing 
on  Chiclana,  and  to  confine  him  to  the 
left  of  the  rivulet. — From  the  height 
whence  I  had  driven  the  enemy  to  Santi 
Petri  and  to  Chiclana,  the  coimtry  is  en- 
tirely covered  with  pine  Vt'oods,  except  a 
few  hundred  of  toises.-r-I  rejraired  the  di- 
vision Laval  ;  I  caused  it  to  be  formed,  and 
some  moments  were  spent  in  waiting  for 
tlie  artillery.  As  soon  as  the  enemy  had 
got  knowledge  of  my  marf  h,  they  made  a 
halt,  and  placed  themselves  ;  theSpaniards 
on  the  left,  the  half  of  the  English  on  the 
right ;  and  the  other  half,  forming  a  square, 
was  opposed  to  General  RufTui.  The  Eng- 
lish touched  upon  the  sea.  This  line  was 
nearly  continuous. — As  soon  as  the  artil- 
lery arrived,  I  directed  General  Lavai 
against  the  left  of  the  English  corps  snd 
the  right  of  the  Spaniards,  having  General 
Villatte  on  my  right,  who  was  briskly  en- 
gaged with  the  left  of  the  Spaniards,  and 
General  Ruftin  on  my  left,  who  occupied 
the  heights  :  his  left  rested  on  the  sea,  and 
his  right  wa«  separated,  by  an  interval  of 


5  or  600  toiscs  of  iiiler»eelcdcoui)lry,  from 
the  left  of  (general  Laval.  The  firing  suc- 
cessively coninienced  along  the  uliolc  of 
the  line.  The  enemy  perceiving  that 
to  combat  for  victory  was  no  longer 
the  matter  in  question,  but  for  his 
very  preservation,  fought  with  cou- 
rage, supporting  a  fire  which-  brought 
down  his  men  by  hundreds.  But  his  num- 
bers were  so  great,  that  as  soon  as  one 
line  was  overthrown,  it  was  replaced  by 
another.  Our  soldiers  fought  like  lions. 
A  Spanish  corps  had  gamed  the  right  of 
General  Laval,  a  circumstance  which  de- 
termined me  to  make  a  movement  on  his 
right,  and  to  order  General  Ruffin  to  draw 
closer  from  his  left.  After  two  hours  and 
an  half  of  extremely  hard  fighting,  about 
three  in  the  afternoon  the  firing  ceased  on 
both  sides,  the  enemy  gave  up  tiie  project 
which  his  movements  for  two  months  had 
in  view,  and  which  was  to  take  (Chiclana 
and  turn  our  lines.  On  otir  side,  1  gave 
up  the  hope  of  destroying  him  ;  a  hope 
which  would  have  been  absurd  from  the 
moment  when  I  learned  that  his  force 
amounted  to  22,000  men,  among  whom 
were  at  least  S,000  of  the  best  troops  of 
the  English,  in  the  number  of  which  last 
w-ere  several  corps  of  the  guards. — I  re- 
peat it,  the  enemy's  army  amounted  to 
22,000  men,  including  8,000  English  in- 
fantry, 700  Spanish  cavalry,  and  500 
English  horse.  Information  from  the 
prisoners,  from,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
countr}',  and  all  the  reports  addressed  to 
me,  leave  no  doubt  with  regard  to  this 
number.  Had  I  been  only  aided  by  a 
fourth  part  of  the  4th  corps,  that  whole 
arrny  would  have  been  destroyed. -r- We 
have  taken  3  pieces  of  cannon,  3  colonels, 
100  officers,  and  600  soldiers,  mostly 
Spfinish.  The  Spaniards  have  suffered 
greatly  ;  their  lo^s  is  reckoned  at  2,000 
men  ;  but  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Eng- 
lish has  also  been  very  considerable. 
The  most  moderate  calculations  make  it 
amount  to  2,500  killed  and  wounded. — 
Genera!  Ruir.n,  being  wounded  with  his 
sharp-shooters,  has  been  made  prisoner. — 
The  8th,  2!th.  5  tth,  and  9  Ith  regiments 
distinguished  themselves. — General  Rcus- 
seau,  an  officer  of  the  greatest  merit,  and 
Col.  Autie,  were  killed. — Our  loss  is  very 
considerable,  taking  into  view  the  small 
number  of  our  combatants.  We  have  had 
300  killed,  and  1400  wounded.  The 
enemy  took  no  prisoners,  except  about 
60  men  who  were  severely  wounded.' — A 
battalion  of  tbs  8th  having  charged  in  a 
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woody    ground,    and    their   eagle-hearer  |  tirely   from    Eslremadiira,  leaving  smali 
having  been   killed,  we   have    not  found  ^    '  ■  ^i 

their  eagle  again. — Wliiie  the  enemy 
were  marching  upon  Chiclana,  the  insur- 
gents from  the  mountains  threw  themselves 
upon  ouHT  rear  by  Arcos  and  Medina  ;  all 
the  points  of  our  line  were  attacked  ;  but 
the  valour  of  the  Isl  corps  prevailed  over 
the  numbers  of  our  enemies.  The  inha- 
bitants of  Andalusia  can  hardly  conceive 
how  such  small  numbers  were  able  to  re- 
sist so  many  combined  efforts. — General 
Cassagne,  with  the  garrison  of  Medina, 
did  not  arrive  till  two  hours  after  the  ac- 
tion.— I  am  with  respect,  &c. — The  Mar- 
shal Duke  of  Belluno. 


Portugal. The     War. Dispatches 

published  in  London,  30tb  April,  ISII. 

A  Dispatch,  of  tvhich  the  follcrxing  is  an 
Extract,  was  this  morning  received  at  Lord 
Liverpool's  Office,  addressed  to  his  Lordship 
by  Lieutenant- General  Viscount  Weliingtop, 
dated  Nissa,  I8th  April,  1811. 

Having  made  arrangements  for  the 
blockade  of  Almeida,  and  having  reason  to 
believe  that  the  enemy's  army  will  not  be 
jn  a  situation  for  some  time  to  attempt  to 
relieve  that  place,  even  if  they  should  be 
so  inclined,  1  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
momentary  discontinuance  of  active  opera- 
tions in  that  quarter  to  go  into  Estrarna- 
dura  to  the  corps  under  Marshal  Sir  Wm. 
Beresford,  and  I  have  got  thus  far  on  my 
svay. — Lieut. -General  Sir  B.  Spencer  re- 
mains in  command  of  the  corps  on  the 
frontiers  of  Castile.  Nothing  of  import- 
ance has  occurred  in  that  quarter  since  I 
addressed  your  Lordship  on  the  9th  in- 
stant. The  enemy  retired  entirely  from 
the  Agueda  ;  and,  it  is  reported,  that  some 
of  their  troops  had  gone  back  as  far  as  Za- 
mora  and  Toro,  upon  the  Douro. — Marshal 
Sir  Wm.  Beresford  was  not  able  to  effect 
his  passage  across  theGuadiana  as  soou  as 
he  expected  J  and  the  enemy  have  intro- 
duced some  provisions  into  Bauajoz  and 
Olivenza.  Sir  William  Beresford's  ad- 
vanced guard  crossed  the  Guadiana  on  the 
4th  instant  ;  and  I  am  concerned  to  report, 
that  a  squadron  of  the  I3th  Light  Dra- 
goons, which  were  on  picket  under 
Slajor  Morres,  were  surprised,  on  the 
pight  of  the  6th,  by  a  detachment  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry  from  Olivenza.  I  have 
not  received  the  return  of  the  loss  upon 
this  occasion,  but  I  am  informed  that  the 
whole  squadron,  with  the  exception  of  20 
men,  were  taken  prisoners.  The  enemy 
have  since  retired,  as  I  am  informed*  en- 


garrisons  in  Badajoz  and  Olivenza. — Mar- 
shal Sir  Wm.  Beresford  has  taken  a  posi- 
tion to  invest  both  Badajoz  and  Olivenza. 
— A  detachment  of  the  5th  army,  which 
is  now  commanded  by  General  Castanos, 
is,  I  understand,  at  Merida. — Since  I  last 
addressed  your  Lordship,  Gen.  Zayas  had 
again  landed  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, and  had  again  embarked  them,  and 
returned  to  Cadiz.  General  Ballasteros's 
division  alone,  therefore,  continues  in  the 
Condado  de  Niebla;  but,  from  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Wellesley  of  the  ]  Jth,  I  leara 
that  General  Blake  was  himself  about  to 
come  into  the  Condado  di  Niebla  to  take 
the  command  of  General  Ballasieros's 
division,  and  the  troops  which  had  been 
under  the  command  of  General  Zayas, 
and  which  were  to  return  to  that  quarter. 
General  Blake  had  expressed  an  anxious 
desire  to  co-operate  with  Marshal  Sir  Wil- 
liam Beresford.— -General  Castanos  has 
been  appointed  to  command  the  army  in 
Gallicia,  as  well  as  the  3th  array,  lately 
the  army  of  the  left,  comnaanded  by  the 
late  Marquis  of  Romana. 

FoREIGN-OFFfCE,     DoWNING-STRtlET, 

April  30.  ■    • 

Dispatches  were  this  morning  received 
by  the  Marquis  Wellesley  from  Charles 
Stuart,  Esq.  his  Maje.sty's  Minister  at  Lis- 
bon, under  date  the  20th  inst.  stating  that 
the  garrison  of  Olivenza,  consisting  of 
310  men,  surrendered  at  discretion  to  the 
Allied  Army  on  the  14th  inst.  and  Was 
marched  to  Elvas. 

Marshal  Mortier,  with  4,000  men,  was 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Llerena,  having 
detached  a  moveable  column,  under  Ge- 
neral Mortiniere,  by  the  way  of  Almarez, 
towards  Toledo.  General  Beresford,  with 
that  part  of  the  Allied  Army  which  does 
not  form  the  siege  of  Badajoz,  was  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Santa  Martha. 

'•'  The  Corps  of  Gen.  Ballasteros  had  its 
head-quarters  in  Segura  de  Leone  on  the 
J  2th.  Hi.?  cavalry  was  at  Zafra  on  the 
13th,  on  which  day  Lord  Wellington  left 
Villa  Formosa  on  the  Coa,  to  join  the  array 
in  Eatremadura." 

FouEiGN  Office,  April  30. 

A  Dispatch  of  which  the  following  is  an 
Extract,  was  this  morning  received  by  the 
Marcjids  Wellesley,  from  Charles  Stuart,  Esq. 
his  Majesty's  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Lisbon,  under 
date  the  20th  instant. 

The  brilliant  successea  «f  the  Allied 
Army  have  been  celebrated  by  eyery  dC" 
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monstration  of  joy  wliich  can  mark  the 
gratitude  of  tlie  Portuguese  for  thcexer- 
tions  of  the  British  in  their  behalf,  and 
for  the  satisfaction  inspired  by  the  salva- 
tion of  their  country. 

ToDeum  has  been  sung  in  the  churches ; 
the  Gity  has  been  illuminated  ;  and  shortly 
after  the  publication  of  the  Proclamation 
enclosed  in  a  former  dispatch,  the  letters, 
of  which  1  have  the  honour  to  enclose 
copies,  were  addressed  to  Lord  Wellington 
and  Marshal  Beresford,  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Minister. 

1\fJost  Illustrious  and  Most  ErceUent  Lord 
Viscount  Wellington,  K.  3-  Marshal, 
General  Commander  in  Chiefs 

Your  Excellency's  Dispatch,  dated  the 
$th  inst.  having  been  laid  before  us,  and 
your  Excellency's  glorious  and  transcend- 
ant  services  in  the  course  of  the  present 
campaign  having  been  duly  considered, 
we  have  high  satisfaction  in  testifying  our 
joist  administration  of.  the  exalted  achieve- 
ments which  have  immortalized  your  Ex- 
cellency's name,  sustained  the  honour  of 
the  combined  armies,  and  delivered,  this 
kingdom  the  third  time  from  the  oppres- 
sion of  our  enemies.— The  conduct  of  the 
•army  having  justified  the  confidence  of 
their  chief,  and  fulfilled  the  expectations 
of  the  allied  nations,  we  are  desirous 
that  your  Excellency  do  make  known  to 
the  whole  army  that  the  Government  and 
the  country  are  amply  repaid  for  their 
exertions  and  sacrifices,  by  the  wisdom, 
Talor,  and  discipline  displayed  by  the 
Generals,  Officers,  and  privates  of  which 
that  army  is  composed. — We  will  lay  be- 
fore his  Royal  Highness,  in  the  distinctest 
manner,  the  events  which  have  taken 
place  ;  recommending  to  his  Royal  notice 
the  services  of  an  army  which  has  covered 
\  itself  with  glory  under  your  Excellency's 
command.— Your  Excellency  cannot  fail 
lo  derive  high  gratification  from  the 
result  of  your  plans  and  labours,  which, 
crowned  with  the  most  eminent  success  and 
public  opinion,  leave  nothing  wanting 
to  satisfy  the  heart  of  the  illustrious  war- 
rior by  whom  they  were  co.Tceived  and 
accomplished. — May  God  preserve  yoar 
Excellency. 

Patriach  Elect. 

Count  Redondo. 

r.  noguier. 

principes  sodsa, 
^-^- ''    ,4  :\..l    -;-•    A ■■.kvC-HARLEs  Stuart. 
iPe^ac€  of  Government,  April,  19  1811. 

!  •  HI  D.  MlGUEI,  PfiREIRA  FORJAZ, 

"^&./i'i^J:S  i^  "^'J^s^jlyJiC' MSW  b'ii'h  vaii.«i  •^ 


Most  Illustrious  and  Most  EjcceV.eni  Sir  WH- 
Ham  Qlrr  Beresford,  K.  B.  Marshal,  Corn- 
munder  in  Chief  of  the  Voriugusse  Army. 

The  Combined  Armies  having  driver* 
the  enemy  beyond  the  nnrlhtrn  and 
southern  frontier  with  as  much  glory  to 
the  forcts  allied,  as  advantage  to  the  just 
cause  they  defend,  the  Governors  of  the 
Kingdom  have  authorised  me  to  acknow-, 
ledge,  in  their  name,  the  high  and  distin- 
guished sevices  for  which  the  Portuguese 
Nation  is  indebted  to  your  Excellency  in 
quality  of  Marshal,  Commander  in  Chiel 
of  her  Armies. — If  the  success  of  our 
arms  be  the  result  of  valor  and  discipline, 
to  your  Excellency  it  is  attributable  that 
troops,  only  the  other  day  mostly  recruits, 
have  been  enabled  to  conduct  themselves 
like  experienced  veterans,  and  to  deserve 
so  eminently  of  their  Sovereign  and  their 
country. — The  Government  will  lay  be^ 
fore  his  Royal  Highness,  with  an  especial 
recommendation,  the  merits  and  glorious 
achievements  of  his  army,  and  desire  that 
your  Excellency  do  m;ik;e  known  to  the 
whole  of  that  army,  in  the  most  im- 
pressive manner,  the  high   estimation  ia 

which  their  services  are  held The  army 

have  amply  fulfilled  the  expectations  of 
their  country  ;  and  so  long  as  she  shall 
preserve  the  recollection  of  events  so 
glorious,  the  distinguished  Chief  who  dis» 
ciplined  and  commanded  that  army  will 
ever  be  present  to  her  grateful  memory. 
— I  have  particular  satisfaction  in  com- 
raunicating  the  sentiments  of  the  Go- 
vernors of  the  kingdom  towards  your  Ex» 
cellency  being  precisely  those  I  have  evcF 
invariably  entertained.— May  God  pre» 
serve  your  Excellency, 

D.  Miguel  Pe  RE  IRA  Forja?! 
Palace  of  Government,  April  17,   1811. 


France.— Pecree  for  the  raising  (f  Seamen. 
—March  2,  1 S II .—Signed  by  the  Em- 
peror Napoleon. 

Art.  1.  There  shall  be  made  a  levy  of 
S.OOO  seamen,  fiom  the  age  of  20  to  50 
years,  in  the  three  departments  of  the 
mouths  of  the  Elbe,  the  Weser,  and  the 
Upper  Ems — 2.  The  Governor-General 
shall  apportion  these  3,000  seamen  among 
the  different  cities  and  ports  of  these  three 
departments. — 3.  These  seamen  shall  be 
marched,  in  parties  of  100  each,  to  Ant- 
werp.—4..  This  call  of  seamen  shall  be  in 
discharge  of  the  maritime  consoription,-"* 
rfis  sPsmioijXMJn*  mis  ©V^/ 
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5.  Our  JMinLster  of  Marine  shall  take  the 
necessary  measures  for  securing  to  the 
wives  aui!  chiklreu  of  sucii  scauicn,  vvliiic 
E,t  st-.-a,  a  suitable  subsistence,  and  for  j)ro- 
Tiding  for  tile  nccessaiy  expenies  ot'coii- 
'eyunce  and  the  details  of  tlio  service. — 
i.  Oar  IMinister  of  ?ila,ine  is  char^^ed  with 
;hc  execution  of  the  present  ducrte. 


jRANCE. — Report  of  a  Plot  respcclin'^  Belle- 
isle. — April  1 4,  1 8  i  1 . 

Koport  to  his  jMajesty-  the  Emperor  and 
\inp. — Sire  ;  I  had  the  honour  to  submit 
o  your  Majesty  on  the  2'2nd  of  March 
ast^  the  disclosures  of  the  Sieur  Cunlisse 
3vven,  an  Officer  of  vhe  British  Navy,  pri- 
toner  of  v.ar  at  l^esancon.  The  result 
iiereof  was,  that  this  prisoner  had  con- 
certed with  a  Sieur  Laupper,  an  OiT.cer  in 
lie  Uli  Swiss  Regiment,  the  means  of  sur- 
irising  Belleis!e-en-Mer.  Owen,  accord"- 
;nc?  to  the  promise  he  had  received,  as  he 
said,  from  M.  Mackenzie,  to  whom  the 
plan  had  been  communicated,  was  to  have 
been  exchanged,  and  to  command  the 
Expedition;  and  Laupper,  whose  batta- 
lion was  in  garrison  in  Belieisls,  charged 
himself  with  the  recruiting  of  parlizans 
amot»g  the  officers  and  soldiers,  to  favour 
the  communications  between  the  cruizers 
and  the  coast,  &c.  It  was  at  Besemcon 
where  Laupper  had  staid  sometime,  while 
conducting  the  recruits  to  his  corps,  that 
this  plot  was  formed.  Among  the  papers 
which  the  Sieur  Owen  produced  in  Eup> 
port  of  his  statements,  there  appeared 
manv  letters  which  Laupper  had  ad- 
dressed to  him  from  Rennes,  and  in  which 
be  staled  that  several  officers  had  joined 
themselves  to  the  conspiracy,  and  espe- 
cially a  Sieur  Laudis,  who,  he  asserted, 
was  to  give  in  his  resignation,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  following  Owen  to  England.  In 
pursuance  of  the  orders  which  I  had  given, 
LauDper  and  Laudis  were  arrested  at  Ren- 
nes.' The  first  declared,  that  having  bad 
occasion  to  know  the  Sieur  Owen,  on  his 
way  to  Besancon,  and  finding  himself 
pressed  by  the  want  of  money,  he  had 
appeared  to  receive  the  propositions  which 
the  Englishman  had  made  to  him,  of  pro- 
curing particular  information  respecting 
Belleisle,  or  the  plans  and  maps  of  that 
place ;    but  he  maintains  that  he  would 
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not.-have  pretended  to  enter  into  his  view, 
but  in  order  to  draw  from  him  the  sums 
which  he  had  promised  ;  that  he  never 
-intended  to  assist  his  projects;  that  he  had 
not  even  the  means  of  dcing  £0,  for  he  had 
resided  only  thirteen  days  m  Belleisle. 
On  his  arriuii  al  Henne.?,  Laupper  was  ar- 
rested for  debts  contracted  to  his  regi- 
ment.. It  was  not  long,  he  added,  before 
1  received  a  leltcr  from  Sieur  Owen,  in 
which  he  rcraindtd  him  of  their  reciprocal 
promises,  and  announced  the  approaching 
arrival  of  the  money ;  in  fact,  he  trans- 
mitted to  him,  at  two  periods,  two  drafts, 
one  for  1,000  francs,  and  the  other  for 
400,  but  they  were  not  paid.  In  the 
meai>  time,  the  Sieur  Ovveri,  insisting  and 
advising  him  to  bring  into  their  interests 
some  of  his  comrades,  he  then  described 
to  him,  as  an  officer  of  his  regiment,  the 
Sieur  Laudis,  an  old  grenadier,  who  was 
in  prison  with  him,  and  he  protests  that 
this  soldier  was  totally  ignorant  of  the 
part  which  he  was  made  to  perform  in'his 
coi-respondence  with  the  English  prisoner. 
Laudis  is  in  fact  an  old  grenadier  of  the 
4th  Swiss  regiment,  wlio,  having  been  re- 
duced in  1809,  remained  in  the  depart- 
ment D'  lUet  Orlaine,  in  quality  of  Garde 
Forrestier;  lie  had  been  imprisoned  for 
tiring  a  musket  at  some  person.  It  was 
in  this  prison  that  he  found  Laupper.  He 
declared  that  he  never  received  from  him 
any  overtures  respecting  his  intercourse 
with  the  Sieur  Owen,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  letters  of  Laupper,  the  investi- 
gation has  not  hitherto  produced  any  proof 
against  him.  Whatever  aiay  be  the  de- 
nials of  Laupper,  and  the  grounds  on 
which  he  supports  them,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear to  me  that  ihey  can  be  capable  of 
justifying  him  in  opposition  to  the  suspi- 
cions which  his  correspondence  with  Sieur 
-Owen  establishes  against  him. — ^I  have 
the  honour  to  propose  to  your  Majesty,  to 
order  the  transmission  of  the  Papers  to 
the  Minister  of  W?ir. — I  am,  with  the 
most  profound  respect,  &c. 

The  Duke  Rovigo, 
Referred  to  the  Grand  Judge,  to  caosft 
the  Laws  of  the  Empire  to  be  carried  into 
Execution.  Napoleon. 

Palace  of  the  Thuilkncs,  April  14,  1811. 
By  the  Emperoi-'s  Order. 

H.  B.  Duke  De  Bassano. 
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"  In  the  Borough  Faction  Ijeliokl  an  arm\'  of  Godoys." — — Westminster  ADoaiss. 
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-  ..WESTMINSTER  ADDRESS. 

IN  the  present  Number  of  ihe  Register, 
1  have  to  put  upon  record  what  gives  me 
greater  pleasure  than  I  have  ever  derived 
from  aay  thing  that  I  have  inserted  in  it, 
from  its  first  estahhshraent  to  the  present 

hour. -The    Westminster    Address, 

which  was  passed  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  people  of  that  city;  at  that  meeting 
which  Mr.  Wilberforce's  ,  brolhcr-in-law 
(lately  made  a  Master  in  Chancay) ;  at 
that  meedftg  which  this  gentleman,  Mr. 
Stephen,  spoke  so  contemptuously  of; 
that  Address,  which  was- presented  to  the 
Prince  Regent  by  the  HiGti  Eauafp 
and  SfR  Francis  Burdett  ;  that  Address 
has  been  published  in  the  LOIS' DON 
GAZETTE,  by  AUTHORITY. 1  in- 
sert it  below  jusi  as  it  stands  in  the  Lon- 
don Gazette ;  and  I  thus  do  ail  that  lies  in 
my  power  to  cause  it  to  be  reati,  or  heard, 
by  every  person,  not  only  in  this  country 
but  in  every  other  country,  ns  far  as  the 
English  language  has  reached  ;  and,  if  I 
had  time,  I  would  put  it  into  the  French 
language  also;  for,  every  man  upon  earth, 
who  is  worthy  of  being  free,   is  interested 

in  it. Tliis  Address  is  full  to  all  pointa. 

It  blinks  nothing.  Bribery,  Corruption, 
Seal'trafficing,  Foreign  Troops,  Siar-Chain- 
her  toork ;  and  all  the  rest  of  it  are  here. 
This  is  the  truth,  told  ir^  plain  language. 
We  have  here  the  sentiments  of  honest 
-niinds,  and  expressed  without  the  saiaiiest 
disguise.  Here  are  no  circumlocutions  ; 
no  going  about  the  bush  ;  no  hinting  and 
rubbing ;  no  double  meanings  ;  none  of 
those  devices  to  which  men  vvho  have  not 
power  to  resist  oppression  are  compelled 
to  resort  (under  governments  really  des- 
potic) in  order  to  save  themselves  from 
the  fangs  of  what  is,  in  such  governtnents, 
called  laxv,  but  which  is,  in  fact,  nothing 
more  than  the  most  convenient  instru- 
ment of  the  basest  tyranny. — In  shorf,  we  i 


have  here,  the  words  of  men  of  ir«depRnd- 
ent   mind';,  addressed  to  a  Princ6,  whonn 
we  hnve  every  reason  to  belieVf'  worthy  of 
reigning  over  stich  men. — • — But,,  excel* 
lent  as  the  language  and   the  sentitnenis 
of  this  Address  are;   wholesome  as  are  the 
truths  that  it  promulgates  t<>  the  v. orld  ; 
h;ird  as  are  the   bh.ws  which  it  deals  oa 
that  which   is  our   country's   bane;  still, 
the  circumstance  that  gives  it  most  valos 
in  my  eye?,  and  will,  I  trust,  in  the  eyes 
of  th-e  nation,  is,  that  this  Address  has  been 
published  bj/  the  order  of  his  Rtnial  Mi^hrKss- 
the  Prince  Regent.     This    is  what  I  mort 
highly  esteem;  for  it  is  tome,  and  so  it 
is,  I  believe,  to  the  people  of  Westminster^ 
a  proof  that  his  Royal  Highness  is,  as   we 
have  ahvays  believed  him  to  he,  on  the 
side  o\'  Parlimiicniari/  Rfjorfih-—' — ^l^hatthis 
pubhcation  took   p!ac«  in  conseqnitnce  of 
his  special  order,  there  can  be  Co  doubt  at 
all  ;   for  until   now,  not  a  single  address, 
in  favour  of  reform,  has  ever  been  pub- 
lished in  the  London  Gazette,  tinder  o?2%t 
minij;try.      Nay,    as    I   am    informed   by 
those  who  have  searched  the  File  of  t)»e 
Londoii  Gazettes  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  fact,  there  has  not  been  any 
address  or  petition  published  through  that 
vehicle,  xvhich  called  for  a  redress  of  griev- 
ances of  any  sort. To  the  Prince,  ihf  re- 
fore,  v/e  must  direct  our  thanks  for  what  has 
now  been  done ;  and  certainly  not  to  the 
ministers,  under  whom,  or  whose  predci-ea- 
sors  for  the  last  thirty  years,  nothing  thui 
w&i  not  compliiiieHtary  to  mem  in  p&i'jcr  has 
ibund  its  way  to   the   world  through  iihis 
authentic    channel,  tht;   London    Gpze'.te. 
— — With  what  feelings  the  persona  n«»»€rf 
in  the  Address  have  seen  it  published  thus 
to  the  world,  under  ihe  uuthoHty  of  garem- 
ment,  1  know  not,  neither  do  1  care.     Their 
time  for  real  feeling  is  \'et  to  come.     But,  it 
must  be  confessed,  that  the  Prince  has  here 
had  an  opportunity  of  reprty2»?o' them  a  little 
of  that  which  he  has  so  largely  received  at 
2  P 
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their  hands.  It  isnot //f?  who  speaks  of  them 
here;  it  is  not  Aewhoch.iracterizes  their  ae- 
ti>ns;  it  is  not  he  who  d^aws  the  picture  of 
•  them ;  it  is  the  ptople  of  Westminster,  who 
speak  the  seniiment,  of  all  the  virtuous 
and  pub".ic-sij:rited  part  of  the  people  of 
Enjlrtud;  it  is  that  part  of  the  people  who 
set  the  nobie  example  of  returning  their 
mem'ier  nee  of  expence;  it  is  the  people, 
the  real  people  of  England,  who  draw  the 
pictvTf ,  and  the  picture  being  by  them 
presenud  to  the  Prince,  he  holds  it  out  to 
the  warld  ;  he  says  to  the  parties  described, 
*'  look  !  this  is  the  picture  the  people  give 
"  me  of  you  !  Here  are  the  words  of  the 
./*  people  of  England  !  Such  is  their  opi- 
r  "  nion  of  you  !   Such  are  their  accusations 

''  against  you  !" And,  surely,  nothing 

couid  be  more  manly  or  more  vvise>      He 
knew,  that,  in  thisAddress  of  the  people  of 
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England  ;  those  upon  whose  hearts  and 
arms  the  safety  of  his  throne  must  ilnally 
depend  ;  those,  without  whose  attachment 
and  zeal  fifty  armies  would  not  save  the 
country  from  subjugation  in  case  of  an  in- 
vasion  by   a  powerful  enemy.— 1  look 

upon  this  step,  on  the  part  of  his  Royal 
liigiiness,  as  having  decided  the  question 
respecting  his  being  in  favour  of  a  Reform 
of  Parliament.  In  this  step  he  seems  to 
me  to  have  declared  for  the  people,  and 
against  the  si/stetn  of  corruplion :  against  all 
those  who  are  g"i!ty  of  the  crimes  of 
briheri/,  corruption,  subornation :  against  the 
whole  of  those  infamous  miscreants,  of 
whatever  grade  they  are,  or  by  whatever 

name  they  may  be  known. His  Royal 

Highness  is,  I  sincerely  believe,  in  favour 
of  a  Parliamentary  Reform  from  pi^inciplc ; 
but,  if  this  were  not  the  case,  policy  points 
out  this  path  to  him  ;  for,  is  it  possible, 
that  any  man  can  be  so  blind  as  not  to  see, 
that,  in  these  and  the  nearly  approaching 
times  the  good  will,  the  cordial  attach- 
ment, of  the  people  will  be  of  infinitely 
more  consequence  than  it  ever  was  at  any 
former  period  }  In  short,  there  appears  to 
be,  and,  indeed,  there  evidently  is,  no 
other  choice  than  that  between  the  People 
and  the  Borow^h  Faction ;  and  the  Prince 
has  very  wisely  declared  for  the  former. 
•  -  With  this  Preface,  I  insert  the  Ad- 
dress, and  1  do  it,  too,  in  a  larger  charac- 
ter than  usual,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of 
distinguishing  it  above  other  articles,  as 
for  that  of  rendering  it  more  easy  to  be 
re<ul  by  persons  «f  a41  agess>. 


CarltoiuJIouse,  Apnl  2%  ISIti- 

THE  following  Address  has  'beei> 
presented  to  His  Royal  JHij^bness 

people   of  England;    the  real    people  of      ,  .       .,  _^.:         /■-:;-   t'   u-vijaj' 

'     '  ^        '  •       '  the  Prince: Kegent;  ' wmrh  Address; 

His  Bojal  Hif^hness  was 'pleased  t® 
receive  very  gracionsly  :     ' 

To  the  PKINCE  REGENT,  r 
The  dutiful  Address  of  tlip  House- 
holders of  the  City  an4  Libact^^of 
WestiTiinster. 
Ma^  it  Please  Your  Boyal Highness, 
C  Incere]\'  attaehcxl  to  your  Person, 
as  on  the  present  Occasion  will  be 
evinced,  it  is  with  a  lively  Sensibility  ; 
we  participate   in  the  Sorrow   Your 
Royal    Highness    must   feel   for  the 
Cause  of  your  having  been  called  t» 
your  present  Situation,,,^^^  ciqms-/.' 

But  we  trust,  that,  by  fating  on 
you  a  Nation's  Care,  demanding,  ^s 
they  now  do,  an  undivided  Mind,  the 
private  Griefs  of  Your  Royal  High- 
ness mn:^t  be  less  painfully  felt. 

It  bus  becli,  Sir,  witli  extreme  Dis- 
satisfaction we  have  contemplated 
those  habitual  Suspensions  of  the 
Regal  Authority,  some  of  which  iiave 
been  but  recently  brought  to  light, 
that  have  been  so  derogatory  to  Your 
Royal  Highness,  and  are  in  their 
Nature  i^o  portentous ;  but  we  trust 
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that  a  Repetition  ofsuch  Suspensioui^, 
which  we  know  not  how  to  distinguish 
from  Usurpations  J  vvill  be  rendered 
impracticable. 

Independent  of  these,  unconstitu- 
tional Proceedings,  there  had  been 
ranch  Cause  of  Complaint,  if  not  of 
Suspicion,  in  the  Obstacles  interposed 
by  Ministers  for  preventing  the  ac- 
customed Access  of  the  Subjects  to 
their  Sovereign  ;  wherefore,  Sir,  in 
now  beholding  Your  Royal  Highness 
Regent  of  the  Kino^dom,  we  are  in- 
spired  with  a  cheering  Hope,  because 
His  Majesty,  should  his  Health  be 
happily  restored,  will  assuredly, 
through  the  faithful  Report  of  Your 
Royal  Highness,  learn  the  true  Con- 
dition of  his  Kingdom,  and  the  real 
Sentiments  of  his  loyal  and  aggrieved 
People. 

In  habitual  Suspensions  of  the  Regal 
Functions  it  is  not  a  mere  Token  we 
discover  whence  to  infer  the  Exist- 
ence of  Eril.  In  Breaches  of  the  Con- 
stitution so  flagrant  we  do  not  wit- 
ness mere  slight  Indications  of  some- 
thing wrong  ;  but  they  arc  so  many 
Proofs  that  a  Borough  Faction,  tram- 
pling  on  the  Rights  of  Crown  and 
People,  triumphant  Reigns.  In  the 
Example  now  fresh  in  al!  our  Minds, 
the  indignant  Nation  hath  seen  in  full 
Display  that  Faction's  odious  Preten- 
sions, and  Your  Royal  Highness  has 
been  made  sensible  of  its  detested 
Power. 

Thirty  Years  ago  it  v/as  declared 
by  Sir  George  Savile,  in  his  Place  in 
Parliament,  that  the  Commons  House 
was  no  more  a  Representation  of  the 
People  of  this  Kingdom  than  it  was 
of  the  People  of  France. 

The  Seats  in  that  House,  both  for 
close  and  for  open  Boroughs,  are  no- 
toriously marketable.     One  of  them, 
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as  we  are  credibly  informed,  was  once 
bought  by  a  French  King's  Mistress 
for  her  English  Correspondent  in 
Time  of  War  ;  and  it  stands  on  Re- 
cord that,  at  another  Time,  those 
Seats  were  purchased  wholesale  by 
the  Nabob  of  Arcot  for  his  intriguing 
Agents.  None  then,  Sir,  can  assure 
us,  that  at  this  Day  a  whole  Troop  in 
the  Pay  of  a  Napoleon  may  not  sit 
and  vote  in  that  House. 

The  Inveteracy  of  this  Disease  was 
made  manifest  to  the  whole  V/orld, 
wjien,  in  the  Cases  of  Mr.  Henry 
Wellesley,  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  the. 
present  Minister,  Mr.  Perceval,  all 
accused  of  traflicking  in  these  Seats, 
not  only  no  Punishment  ensued,  but 
the  Trafhc  was  vindicated — and  for 
this  extraordinary  Reason,  that  it  was 
become  as  notorious  as  the  Sun  at 
No  on- Day - 

Here,  Sir,  is  the  Cancer  of  the 
State.  With  a  House  of  Commons 
rapidly  becoming,  by  the  ^'irulence 
of  this  Peat,  a  mere  Mass  of  Corrup- 
tion, Death  must  ensue",  unless  the 
Cancer  to  its  last  Fibre  be  eradicated, 
and  free  Parliaments  restored. 

For  such  a  Restoration  Your  Royal 
Highness  must  perceive  that  no  Ta- 
lent, no  Wisdom,  no  Virtue  in  Minis- 
ters can  bec«>me  a  Substitute. 

Proud  and  light  Men  have  indeed, 
in  all  Ages,  pretended  to  such  a  Skill. 
Puffed  up  with  a  Conceit  of  their 
own  Sufficiency,  they  have  been 
abundantly  ready  to  dispense  with 
the  Constitution.  But  did  not  alt 
History  proclaim  the  Absurdity  of 
such  Pretensions,  that  Absurdity 
must,  to  every  reasoning  Mind,  be 
self-evident. 

The  Nature  of  the  nefarious  Sys- 
tem   of    Governmeat,    which    hath 

2  P  2 
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gvpwrt  with  the  Growth  and  strength- 
ened with  the  Strenoth  lA'  the  Bo- 
rough Faction,  is  ascertained  to  us  hj 
long  and  calamitous  Experience.  Its 
Root  is  T^'ianny  ;  its  Fruit  is  Ruin. 
It  scourged  America  into  Ilcs-istance  : 
Ireland  it  tortured  into  Rebellion.  It 
disinherited  Your  Royal  Highness  of 
many  and  flourishing  States  ;  and  the 
numerous  Seamen  of  those  States  it 
alienated  from  the  English  Navy. 

It  was  this  System  of  Government 
which  peopled  our  Prisons  with  in- 
nocent Per^sons, ,  for  the  maligtiant 
Persecution  of  v/hom  Ministers  took 
Shelter  under  a  Bill  of  Indemnity 
passed  by  themselves  and  their  Abet- 
tors. 

It  is  this  System  of  Government 
which  hath  pauperized  more  than  a 
Million  of  oiir  English  Fellow-sub- 
jects ;  and  which  daily  augments  the 
Number. 

It  is, this  System  of  Government 
that  covers  our  once  free  Land  with 
Bastiles  and  Barracks  ;  that  brands 
the  MUiions  of  England  as  Cowards, 
needing  foreign  Soldiers  for  Defend- 
ers ;  and  that  bring:=;  back  «pon  us 
the  Doctrines  and  the  Cruelties  of  the 
Star  Chamber. 

This  System  of  Goveriwnent,  by  a 
blind  Infatuation,  confers  on  French 
a;id  other  foreign  Roman  Catholic 
Olticers  what  it  oiiensivcly  refuses  to 
native  Irish,  filling  the  Hearts  of  the 
Irish  Millions  with  Indignation  and 
Resentment ;  combustible  Passions, 
which,  so  pent  up,  cannot  without 
Terror  be  contemplated. 

This  System  of  Government  hath 
in  the  End  dcn^sonsl.rated  the  Wicked- 
ness and  exposed  the  Folly  of  tfjosc 
^vho,  to  tear  from  the  People  all  Hope 
©f  a  just  Reform,  forced  them  into  an 
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unjust  War.  For,  after  Htmdredsof 
Millions  lutvc  been  insanely  squart- 
dered,  after  Rivers  of  Blood  have 
been  inhumanly  shed,  after  the  Na- 
tion, foiled  and  disgraced,  has -been 
reduced  to  a  forlorn  Hope, — after  all 
tliis  has  been  brought  on  us  by  cor- 
rupt, short-sighted  and  tyrannical 
Men,  for  putting  dcJwu  imd  treading 
under  Foot  Parliamentary  Reform,  it 
is  at  length  seen  that  in  this  Reform, 
and  in  this  Hcform  alone,  national , 
Salvation  can  be  found. 

Daring  the  Machinations  for  fetter- 
ing  Your  Royal  Highness  a«d  bring- 
ing you  under  the  galling  Yoke,  you 
must,  Sir,  have  noticed  the  Faction's 
base  Ingratitude  to  the  Fling  your 
Father,  for. whom  with  the  deepest 
Hypocrisy  they  affect  the  greatest 
Devotion.  That  System  of  Govern- 
ment which  has  been  our  Bane,  that 
System  of  Government  which  had  its 
Origin  in  the  worst  Corruptions,  and 
the  most  treacherous  Counsels  of  ill 
Advisers,  tliey  made  no  Scruple  to 
call  the  King's  own  System  of  Go- 
vernment. 

There  is  no  View,  Sir,  of  the  Na- 
tion's Affairs  but  must  impress  on 
Your  Royal  Highness  a  Conviction 
of  the  pernicious  Consequences  of  a 
System  of  Government  founded  on  a 
House  of  Commons  in  which  the  Peo- 
ple are  not  represented. 

Wherefore,  the  Subject  which  above 
all  others,  for  its  paramount  Import- 
ance, we  are  anxious,  Sir,  to  rivet  on 
your  Thoughts,-  is  that  which  Your 
Royal  Highness  has  found  to  be  up- 
peraucst  in  our  own, — Parliamentary 
Reform. 

It  being  our  confident  Hope  that 
the  present  Session  will  not  pass  away 
without  a  Renewal  of  Parliamentary 
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Efforts  in  that  Cause,  we  believe,  Sir, 
that  a  public  Knowledge  of  an  earnest 
Desire  on  the  Part  of  Your  Royal 
Highness  for  the  Success  of  those 
Efforts,  would  assuredly  cause  their 
early  Triuns ph. 

Convinced  indecvl  we  are,  that 
whenever  tlie  Crown  and  the  Subject, 
for  mutual  Sulf-Preservation,  shall 
make  common  Cause  in  pursuit  of 
this  indispensable  Object,  the  odious, 
the  intolerable  Usurpation  of  the  Bo- 
rough Faction,  smitten  by  the  united 
Rays  of  the  Law,  the  Constitution, 
the  Throne,  and  the  Nation,  m.ust, 
like  a  noxious  Exhalation,  melt  in  Air 
and  disappear. 

Against  all  Counsel  for  protecting 
or  fortifying  the  Borough  Faction, 
who  are  hostile  to  your  every  Interest, 
we  trust  Your.  Royal  Elighness  will 
be  on  your  Guard.  Ours,  Sir,  were 
we  entitled  to  offer  it,  would  be 
Counr»el  of  another  Complexion  ;  as 
will  he  that  of  all  those  loyal  and 
faithful  Advisers,  whose  Desire  it  is 
that  Your  Royal  Hip;hness  should  ^es- 
cape the  Toils  of  the  Wicked,  that 
you  may  not  be  unconstitutionahy 
shackled,  and  n\ade  to  appear  the 
Patron  of  a  Faction,  instead  of  stand- 
ing free,  dignified,  independent, 
and  illustrious  at  the  Head  of  the 
Nation. 

Once,  Sir,  identified  with  the  Bo- 
rouorh  Faction,  Fareweito  Greatness  ! 
Think,  Sir,  of  a  Prince  of  Asturias 
and  a  Godoy  !  Surrounded  by  the 
Toils  of  that  Traitor,  the  unliappy 
Prince  became  instrumental  in  under- 
mining his  own  reversionary  Throne*, 
and  in  accelerating  the  Downfal  of 
the  Kingdom  of  his  Inheritance  !  In 
the  Borough  Faction,  Sir,  behold  an 
Army  of  Godoy  s  ! 


It  is  this  Faction,  Sir,  ostentatious 
of  its  usurped  Dominion,  which,  for 
sevei'al  Months  at  a  Time,  you  have 
now  a  second  Time  seen  carrying  ou 
Government  over  the  English  Nation 
wiihout  either  a  King  or  a  Regent ; 
thus  striking  in  public  Opinion  at  the 
Utility  of  the  Kingly  Office  ;  thus 
striving  to  deepen  the  Root  of  their 
own  Usurpation,  and  to  accustom  the 
People  to  the  most  extravagant  Exer- 
cise of  their  hateful  Power. 

Wherefore,  Sir,  we  repeat,  that  it 
is  a  Faction  which  alike  tramples  on 
the  Rights  of  Crown  and  People.  Ail 
but  the  Name  of  King  this  insolent 
Faction  hath  usurped.  Nay,  Sir, 
with  a  King's  Authority  it  is  not  con-  - 
tent ;  the  Faction  aims  at  nothing 
short  of  being  despotic. 

When  therefore  Your  Royal  High- 
ness, with  us,  shall  be  convinced, 
that  the  usurped  Authority  of  the 
Faction  is  utterly  incompatible  with 
*'  the  Safety,  Honour,  and.  Dignity 
of  His  Majesty,  and  the  Welfare  of 
his  People,''  which,  as  Regent,  you 
have  sworn  "  you  will  in  all  Things, 
to  the  utmost  of  3-our  Power  and  Abi- 
lity, consult  and  maintain,"  that  Con- 
viction in  the  Mind  of  Your  Rojal 
Highness  will  be  to  vis  a  Source  of 
the  most  animating  Hope,  and  a  Pre- 
sage of  recovered  Rights  and  Liber- 
ties. 

Were  it  not,  Sir,  a  Law  of  Nature, 
that  none  can  taste  the  godlike  Plea- 
sure reserved  to  the  patriot  Saviour, 
who  hath  not  first  acutely  felt  the 
Pain  of  contemplating  public  Wrongs 
and  Calamities,  the  Citizens  of  West- 
minster would  have  to  regret  that  the 
Wrongs  and  Calamities  of  their  Coun- 
try should  have  made  the  principal 
Theme  of  this  their  first  Salutation 
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of  Yom  Royal  Highness,  in  the  Cha- 
racter of  Regent. 

But  havinsr  not  failed  to  dwell  also 
with  Empha^sis  on  that  Reform  uliich 
is  the  sole  llemedy  for  the  Nation's 
political  Evils,  they  trust  they  have 
given  the  best  Proof  of  their  Anxiety 
that  the  Blessings  of  a  grateful  Peo- 
ple should  await  Your  Royal  High- 
ness ;  and  that  by  all  Posterity  your 
Name  should  be  venerated  as  long  as 
human  Records  shall  endure. 

It  is  thus,  Sir,  the  Citizens  of  West- 
minster give  you  their  Pledge,  that, 
in  all  your  Exertions  for  saving  the 
State,  they,  with  Life  and  Fortune, 
are  determined  to  stand  by  Your 
lloyal  Highness. 


[llSi? 


SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Mu.  Bingham. In  my  last,  I  thought 

it  my  duty  to  state  the  case  of  Mu. 
Bingham,  the  unfortunate  and  falsely 
accused  Clergyman  of  Sussex  ;  and  1 
could  not  help  contrasting  the  conduct  of 
the  London  daily  news-papers  towards 
liim  with  their  conduct  towards  the  Bishop 
ofDcrry,  during  last  winter  and  much  about 
the   time   that   liiey  were  attacking  Mr, 

Bingham. But,  I  did  not  say  all   that  I 

wished  to  say  upon  this  part  of  the  subject. 
There  were,  upon  the  occasion  referred  to, 
such  instances  exhibited  ol'tlie  terror  under 
which  the  press  moves  in  this  countrj', 
when  not  on  the  side  of  power,  that,  per- 
haps, are  without   a  parallel. It  will 

be  remembered,  that  the  MonKis'G  Chuo- 
NicLE  was  one  of  the  papers  threatened 
with  prosecutions  l)y  the  Bishop.  On  the 
^th  of  November  (mark  the  day),  the  mat- 
ter was  brought  before  the  Judges  of  the 
King's  Bench,  and  then  it  was  siated,  that 
the  Morning  Chronicle  was  to  be  prose- 
cuted.— On  the  th»-d  of  November,  the 
poor  Chronicle  appears  to  have  smelt 
out  its  danger,  and,  accordingly,  it 
JsetQok  itself  to  supplication,  prayer,  and 
atonement  in  the  following  terms,  to 
which  I  must  beg  the  reader's  parti- 
cular   attention. "  The     Bishop     of 

*'  Derry.— This  amialflc.  and  highli/  respected 
"  Preigit^'  whonihas  Ibeen  the  unmerited 

sub]et^ji^'%^^^%ll^al^iiy«  is'tfae  Hon. 


'  and  Rev.  William  KNOX,  fourth  son  of 
'  the  vmerabk  Viscount  Northland,  no\r 
'in  his  81st  year,  by  the  Hon.  Mis^ 
'  Vesey,  sister  to  the  late  Viscount  De 
■'Vesci.  The  Bishop,  soon  after  he  was 
■'  ordained,  married  Miss  Spencer,  sistter 
"  of  Mrs.  Pomeroy,  wife  to  lite  Hon.  and 
"  Rev.  J.  Pomeroy,  brother  to  Viscount 
"  Harberton,  and  daughter  of  the  late 
"  James  Spencer,  Esq.  of  the  county  of 
"  Kildare. — Mrs.  Knox  was  married  at  a 
"  very  early  age,  and  although  possess- 
"  ing  an  uncommon  share  of  personal  charms, 
"  it  was  in  the  domestic  ciiclc  of  her  own 
"  family  she  sought  for  happine-is,  fulfilling 
"  the  duties  of  u  wife  to  a  most  affectionate 
"  husband,  and  those  of  an  anxious  and 
"  tender  mother  to  a  numerous  family>  the 
"  eldest  of  whom  is  now  a  Lieutenant  in 
"  the  Royal  Navy.  When  his  Lordship 
"  was  translated  to  the  See  of  Derry,  he 
"  fotind  much  to  correct  and  more  to  im- 
"  prove;  his  predecessor,  the  Earl  of 
"  Bristol,  having  been  for  some  years  an 
"  absentee,  his  liberal  intentions  weie 
"  not  always  carried  into  tfl'ect.  To  pro- 
"  mote  the  manufactures,  encourage  agri- 
"  culture,  and  improve  the  morals  of  the 
'•  county  and  its  inhabitants,  have  been 
"  the  great  objects  of  his  life  ;  and  how 
"  far  this  Prelate  has  succeeded,  the  Ad- 
"  dress  presented  by  the  Clergy  and 
"  Gentlemen  of  the  Diocese,  on  a  late  oo- 
"  casion,  prove.  In  this  age  of  depravity, 
"  when  it  is  neOessary  to  make  laws  to 
"  enforce  clerical  residence,  we  cannot 
"  wonder  that  such  a  man,  the  only  rt;- 
"  commendation  to  whose  patronage  is 
"  merit,    should     become    the    envy    of 

"  slanderers    and    detractorsJ" One    of 

which  last  was,  let  it  be  observed,  this 
very  Morning  Chronicle  itself!  Poo> 
Chronicle!  What  must  have  been  its 
feelings  before  it  could  bring  itself  to 
this.  "Have  mercy  upon  us,  miserable 
"  slanderers  and  detractors  !"  Here  is 
the  whole  family.  Not  only  the  amiable 
and  highly  respected  Bishop,  but  his  vene- 
ruble  and  iwble  father  (the  great  merit 
of  whose  age  is  not  forgotten)  and  his 
honourable  mother,  and  her  noble  brother. 
Next  come  the  Bishop'*  wife  and  her  sister 
and  her  sister's  honourable  husbund  and  this 
honourable  husband's  noble  brother,  and 
then  the  Bishop's  wife's  father.  Having 
dispatched  the  pedigree  on  both  sides,  next 
come  the  qualities.  The  Bishop's  wife  has 
an  uncommon  shai^e  of  personal  charms  ;  she 
is  a  dutiful  wife,  a  tender  mother ^  and  hai  | 
nwrnerofus  family,  though  I  rauGh  <juestioa 
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whether  poor  Mrs.  Bingham  does  not 
equal  her  in  this  respect  at  least.  Then 
we  are  to  know  that  the  eldest  son  of  the 
Bishop  is  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Roi/al  Navy- 
The  writer  winds  up  with  the  public 
spirited  efforts  of  the  Bishop,  and  with  a 
fofna.?!  acknowledgment  of  his  own  guilt, 
and  an  act  of  self  accusation  and  con- 
demnation.  What  must   a    man  have 

felt  before  he  brought  his  pen  to  trare  this 
paiagraph  upon  the  paper  !  Reader,  put 
yourself  in  his  place,  and  say,  what  you 
would  not  ralUer  have  sudered  than  write 
such  a  paragraph  as  this. — Only  think  ! 
The  'd>holc  f amity !  From  grandpapa  down 
to  the  boy  on  board  the  fleet!  As  if, 
however,  even  all  this  was  not  enough  ; 
as  if  this  disgusting,  this  nauseous,  this 
loathsome  puff"  was  not  suflicient,  the  same 
paper,  the  next  day  after  the  above-men- 
tioned   occurrence    in  the  King's   Bench 

Court,  published  the  following  : "  The 

"  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  of  the  city 
"  and  libertiesofLondonderry  having  found 
•■'  it  expedient  to  enlarge  their  chaprl,  the 
"  Lord  Bishop  of  Derry,  with  that  miinifi- 
'•  cence  and  liberality  which  have  ahvays  cha- 
"  racterized  his  Lordship,  has  been  pleased 
"to  contribute  the  sum  of  50/.  to  enable 
♦'  them  to  complete  this  necessary  but  ex- 
''  pensive  undertaking." — — Who! her  the 
Right  Reverend  Father  in  God  knew  any 
thing,  or  heard  any  thing,  of  these  acts 
of  atonement,  is  more  than  I  can  say  ;  but, 
I  have  not  seen  any  account  of  any  prose- 
cution carried  on  against  the  Morning 
Chronicle  on  account  of  tlie  "  amiahle  and 
"  highly  respected  prelate." — Now,  I  say, 
that,  though  the  Right  Reverend  Father 
in  God  has  an  income  fit  for  a  Prince,  and 
niuch  greater  than  some  princes,  there 
was  no  reason  for  doing  him  justice,  ns  to 
slanders  published  against  bim,  which 
rfason  ought  not  to   have  operated   in  the 

case  of  Mr.  Bingham. This  is  what  1 

lind  fault  of;  that  no  reparation  \\\\d\.t:.--icv 
has  been  made  to  this  gentiemnn.  These 
miserable  sinners  were  as  bold  as  Hercules 
with  respect  to  him.  They  were  in  no 
dread  cf  him.  They  cnu'id  not  discover 
that  he  had  been  slandered;  and,  to  this 
very  hour,  though  be  has  been  proved  to 
have  been  by  them  most  falsely  accuiicd, 
they  say  not  a  word  tending  to  do  away 

the  etFect  of  their  former  publications. 

It  was  not  enough  to  do  all  they  could 
towards  causing  him  to  be  hanged  :  they 
must  novy,  by  their  silence,  seem  to  deny 

tjh&t  he,  Qfu^ht  to  have  been  acquitted. 

^^hexe  is  something  very  nxysievious  bangs 


about  the  origin  of  the  prosecution  against 
Mr.  Bingham.  It  is  as  clear  as  daylight, 
that  he  was  not  guiUy  of  eitlier  of  the 
crimes  laid  to  his  charge  ;  and,  one  is 
really  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  origin 
of  the  prosecution.  We  have  seen  how  it 
proceeiled  :  but,  to  assi>.^n  an  adequate  came 
for  it  appears,  at  present,  to  be  impossible. 

A    thought   does,   indeed,    occur   to 

one  ;  but,  then,  it  is  so  shocking  ;  it  is  so 
horrible;  it  is  so  revolting  to  human  na- 
ture, that  one  cannot  entertain  it;  What ! 
prosecute  a  man,  soberly  seek  the  life  of 
a  fellow-creature,  pursue  him  to  an  igno- 
minious death  and  throw  his  widow  and  a 
dozen  children  upon   the  world  to  starve  ; 

and  this  solely  for  the  purpose  of 

.........  But,  it  is  too  base;  it  is  too  de- 
testable to  think  of. jHowever,  we  shall 

see  the  report  of  the  Trial  soon;  and,  then 
we  shall  be  better  able  to  judge  of  the, 
real  juotives  of  the  prosecution;  and,  I 
would  press  upon  the  public  to  attend  to 
the  subject;  for,  it  is  one,  in  which  every 
man  of  us  is  deeply  interested. 


Portuguese  Subscription. 


-This 
The 


Subscription  goes  on  but  slowly, 
whole  of  the  sums  subscribed  do  not  yet 
amount  to  quite  2|f/.  each  for  the  Portu- 
guese, and  this,  you  will  perceive  in 
piptr-monej',  which,  in  the  transit  loses, 
they  say,  about  .'30  per  centum.  So  that, 
ihtre  will  remain  to  each  person  but  2~d. 
at  the  most.- -There  seems  to  want  ani- 
mation in  the  business.  A  zvar-ivhoop  by 
the,  pensioned  poet  Fitzgerald  would  do 
good,  I  should  think.  It  might  be  shewn 
very  clearly,  too,  that,  in  the  end,  it  would 
be  a  ^aiii  to  many  to  give  money  to  this 
colUciiorr;  for,  without  the  Portuguese, 
we  really  should  not  now  be  able  to  have 
a  '.var ;  that  is  to  say  a  war,  requiring 
Contractors  and  PaymasLers  and  Commis- 
saries and  Quartermasters  and  so  forth;  a 
war  upon  anv  thing  of  a  respectable  scale. 
———But,  1-must  confess,  that  the  Subscrip- 
tion decs  not  fill  as  one  might  have  ex- 
pected. The  sum  of  2~d.  each  is  surely 
not  rufficiciit  to  replace  the  mills  and  the 
barns  and  olive  groves  and  the  corn  fields. 
Vv'hy,  2|f/.  will  not  buy  much  more  than 
a  quid  of  tobacco  each,  which  will  not 
keep  them  from  starving  more  than  four 
hours.  Come,  come  !  Push  on,  then,  with 
the  subscription.  The  money  already- 
subscribed  should  be  looked  upon  as  no- 
thing more  than  mere  nest  eggs  to  mvite 
the  country  at  large  to  lay.  There  ought 
(_o  be  nests  opened  iu  every  town  and  vil- 
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la^e  ;  and  thus  all  those  who  are  for  a 
■»var  in  Spain  and  Fortugc!,  would  have  a 
fair  o})})oriunity  of  slieuing  their  zeal  in 
the  cause.  A  col  lection /rcw»  door  to  door 
■^voul'l  not  he  a  bad  thing  ;  for,  doabikss, 
they  arc  mony  who  lo\'e  (he  war, and  who 
ivouiu  draw  their  purses, in  support  of  it, 
who  do    n'  t  know  how  (o  convey  tlieir 

mite  to  the  gnind  fun<i. How  would  it 

do  to  give  the  Portuguese  a  share  in  our 
Funda-;  andtettlisni  he  Stockholders  after 
tile  same  >rr<itiner  ai  George  R()se's  Fiieiid- 
)y  SutitLies  are  Siockookiers  ?  They 
v.ould  then  have  sonieihmg  to  rc^y  on,  in 
oa.se  t-hey  should  lose  their  ail  in  Portugal! 
Their  PiuMe.E  Regent  borrowed  some  here 
some  tiiiifi  ago,  and  tiiere  is  part  of  our 
Stock,  as  it  U  Ci,riied,  wliieii  arises  out  of  thai 
iuaa.  Siijipose  we  were  to  make  the  Portu- 
guese a  prtoe}itois\'\W>. 'I  he  o\mers  of  it 

>v>u!d,  1  dare  say,  liave  no  objection,  and  it 
would  really  be  making  the  Portuguese 
cotui'ortable.  As  I  said  t;efor3,  they  would 
then  have  soaiething  tor<?/y  upon. How- 
ever, I  mustconfess,  ihat  tins  is  a  matter  with 
which  I  have  nolhiny  to  do.  It  belongs 
wholly  to  those,  who  have  been  for  a  war 
ii>  the  "  i'eHinsuki,"  as  they  call  it.  Those 
who  are  for  a  war  in  behalf  of  the  old  go- 
vernments of  Spain  and  Portugal,  do  well, 
and,  indeed,  it  is  iheir  duty,  to  assist  the 
poor  creatures  who  have  suifered  from  that 
war  ;  but,  for  my  part,  I  do  not  think 
myself  bound  to  give  them  one  penny  ; 
and,  in  this  state  is  every  man  who  did 
not  wish  a  war  to  be  entered  into  for  the 
old  governments  of  Spain  and  Portugal. 
— ^ — In  looking  over  the  list  of  subscribers 
I  could  notiielp  askin^r  myself iy/*c«cc"  came 
the  money  subscribed.  I  recommend  to 
the  reader  to  do  the  same.  To  stop  when 
1)6  has  read  the  sum,  and  consider  a  little 
loheuce  the  eub-cribers  actually  draw  that 
sMin. ;  or,  in  other  words,  -who  it  is  that 
pays  it,  in  the  end.  When  the  list  is 
closed,  it  will  be  very  useful  to  print  it, 
and  put  against  each  sum  the  source 
whence  it  is  drawn,  la  short,  it  is  my 
iqlention  to  do  this;  and,  for  doing  it,  the 
subscribers  will,  doubtless,  be  exceedingly 
obliged  to  me.  The  Cotiuita  in  speak- 
ing of  this  subscription,  compares  the 
ministers   to  the  Saints  and  Martyrs,  and, 

indeed,  to  Jaus  Christ  himself "  The 

"  ;ubscripLioM  for  ihe Portuguese  advances 
"  rapidly,  ar.d  its  success  proves  the  cor- 
"  diality  with  which  the  people  go  band 
"  in  hand  with  the  policy  of  the  MINiS- 
"  TilRS.  0.i  the  tnumph  aad  ^!ory  ojf  thfe.^e 
"  sui;ces.ies,  *uie]y  they  mu?t  be  enlitied 
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"  to  a  large  share,  who  have  persisted, 
"  through  calumnies  the  most  coarse, 
"  through  abuse  tbe  most  personal,  in  the 
"  poliu  v  thiit  has  produced  ihem.  \Ve  may 
''  say  to  them.  There  is  not  a  tongue,  ana- 
"  tion,o;  religioii,  which  will  not  bless  your 
"  presiding  Care  and  tnaniy  beneficence. 
"  Your  names  will  never  be  separated  bi~ 
'■' jorc  the  throne  of  the  divine  goodntss,  ux 
"  whatever  language  or  with  whatever 
"  rites  pardon  n  usbdjor  sin,  and  reward 
"  for  those  vJio  imitate  the  Godhead  in  his 
"  universal  bounty  to  his  creatures.  These 
"  honouis3/oa  deserve,  and  they  will  surely 

"  be    paid."  Keader,    are    you    not 

ashamed  v<t  reflecting,  that  the  writer  of 
this  is  your  countryman  ?  Are  you  not 
ashamed  at  retltc'cing,  that  this  is  pub- 
li>hed  in  England  i'  Do  you  think,  that 
Napoleon  \\ould  have  put  down  the  press 
if  he  could  have  found  writers  like  this  ? 
It  is  very  clear,  that  a  press  managed  by 
men  like  this  must  be  one  of  (he  m()st  ef- 
ficacious instruments  in  the  hands  of  ty- 
rai'.uy  ;  and,  if  such  men  cou  d  have  been 
found  in  his  dominions,  Napolei  n  would 
have  had  a  very  fine  press,  we  may  be 
well  assured.  But,  all  France  did  not 
produce  a  wretch  so  shameles-ly  base  as  to 
compare  Napoleon's  attributes  to  ihose  of 
the  "  Godhead."  England  and  England 
alone  produces  men  tjf  this  description, 
f  he  Editor  of  the  Morning  Chronicie  ob- 
served, the  other  day,  that  he  was  not 
amongst  tho;-e  who  thought  'j^oocl  to  be  evil, 
because  that  good  happened  to  be  English. 
Where  he  finds  persons  wh.o  are  of  this 
description  I  do  not  pretend  to  know  ; 
but,  I  should  like  them  infinitely  belter 
than  this  man  wdiocoa)pares  the  English 
ministry  to  the  Godhead,  or  the  other  man 
who  fell  down  upon  his  belly  before 
Bishop  Knox.  I  would  rather  say,  evil 
be  thou  my'  good,  and,  good  be  thou  my 
evil,  than  i  would  be  the  auihor  of  these 
paragraphs. 

Insukuf.ctions  in  France  andPIolland. 

We  have  no  further  informaiion  upon 

this  important  subject;  and, if  I  had  time, 
1  would  here  go  into  an  inouiry  as  to 
lhi;se  tvvo  points:  1.  Wiiy  it  is  supposed 
likely  that  insurrections  shouid  take  place 
ill  those  countries,  or,  in  other  words,  luhat 
arc  t/ie  causes  which  it  is  supposed  impel 
the  people  to  revolt;  and  2.  Why  we 
suppose,    that    such    insurrections   would 

tend  to  our  benefit. -This  is  a  subject  that 

ought  to  be  well  understood,  because  it  i$ 
manifest;,  that  the  venal  writers  are  upre- 
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mittingly  at  work  to  buoy  up  the  people 
wilh  the  hope  of  final  escape  through  the 
means  of  a  revolt  against  the  Emperor  of 
France.  In  short,  the  notion  tliey  incul- 
cate is  this,  that  the  people  cannot  endure 
liis  tyranny  much  longer;  and  tiiat,  when 
thty  rise  against  hirii,  he  will  be  over- 
Ihrown,  and  tliat  then,  then,  oh  then  !    all 

our  dangtr  will  be  at  an  end. Now,  I 

cannot  i'ovbear  askings,  tivhy  his  suljects  (for 
so  they  were  called  upon  Mr.  Peltier's 
trial)  shoijid  revolt?  What  is  it  that /i^ 
does  to  than  to  make  them  so  anxious  to 
gt't  free  from  his  power?     In  short,  what 

are  their  causes  of  discontent  ? "  Why" 

'some  full-blooded  Anti -Jacobin  will  an- 
swer, "  you  Jacobin,  you  leveller,  you 
"  traitor,  have  they  not  a  thousand  and  a 
•"  thousand  caufes  of  discontent,  and  is  not 
"  the  Corsican  the  greatest  tyrant  and  the 
*'  most    infamous    miscreant     that     ever 

*' brtiaihed  r" Softly,    softly!     Hard 

Iiannes  are  not  facts.  Come  ;  take  breath, 
now ;  and,  since  the  people  have  thou- 
sands and  thousands  of  causes  of  discon- 
terrf,  do  pray,  name  only  a  dozen  .of  them 

to.  me. Well  ;    I  witi  wait  'till  another 

time  ;  but,  a  dozen  good  reasons  for  revolt 
will  quite  satisfy  me;  and,  if  you  can 
produce  me  that  dozen,  1  shall  be  ready 
to  join  you  in  hoping  for  a  speedy  insur- 
rection, whether  it  does  us  any  good  or 
not.— —In  the  mean  while  I  mnst  not  pass 
unnoticed  one  ground  of  complaint; 
namely,  that  of  imprisoning  merchants  for 
holding  correspondence  iDith  England,  respect- 
ing which  our  papers  published  the  fol- 
lowing account  a  few  days  ago. "  A 

"  number  of  respectable  merchants  at 
■"  Hamburgh  have  been  imprisoned  for  no 
"  other  reason  than  their  having  had  letters 
"  addressed  to  them  from  England.  A  com- 
"  munication  we  have  seen  on  this  subject, 
*'  states  as  follows  :  "  Many  of  your  inti- 
"  mate  friends  are  now  in  prison,  for  which 
'*'  they  are  indebted  to  the  merchants  of 
"  London,  who  continued  to  correspond 
*'  with  them  against  their  wishes  and  ad- 
*'  vice.  If  you  are  anxious  that  I  should 
"  bear  them  company,  3fou  have  only  to 
"  continue  to  write  to  nie  as  you  have  re- 

"  cently    done."  " -No  other  reason  ? 

Vv'hatoiher  is  wanted?  ItisverystrangeVt'ith 
v.hat  diiierent  eyes  we  view  the  same  acts  at 

ditierent  times,or  indifferent  places Is 

it  not  knowa  to  these  writers,  that  Napo- 
leon is  at  war  with  us  r  Is  it  not  known  to 
them,  that  we  are  his  enemies  ?  And,  is  it 
not  known  to  them,  that  it  is  a  crime  in 
our  country  to  hold  correspondence  with  the 
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enGmy  ?  As  to  letters  being  written  to  these 
merchants,  that  would  not  have  been  the 
case  had  they  not  wished  it.  Letters  came 
from  them,  or   letters  would  liardly    have 

gone  to  them. Besides,  is  it  so  very 

extraordinary  a  thing  for  men  to  be  cram- 
med into  jails  without  having  committed 
any  oilence ;  without  any  accuser  upon 
oath  ;  without  any  distinct  crinie  even  al- 
ledgcd  against  them  ?  Is  this  any  thing  so 
very  extraordinary  ?  And  is  it  so  very 
wonderful  to  hear  of  men  being  put  into 
piison  for  indefinite  periods  without  being 
brought  10  trial,  without  ever,  from  first  to 
last,  being  confronted    with  any  accuser  ? 

Is   this     so    wonderful     a     thing  ? Is 

this   a   thing  to  urge   a  people  to  revolt  ? 

-And,    then,   as  to  ?nsrchants  ?    Why 

should  they  not  be  crammed  into  jails  as 
well  as  others?  What  is  there  so  very  sa^ 
cred  about  their  persons?  They  have  seen 
enough  of  others  go  to  jail  and  to  Cayenns, 
without  expressing,  or  discovering  the 
smallest  degree  of  pity  for  them  ;  nay, 
they  backer!  on  those  who  sent  lii?sii  tlii- 
ther;  and  why  should  they  grumble, 
then,  when  tkeir  turn  is  apparently  come, 
or  fast  coming?  What!  do  they  niean 
never  to  have  their  share  of  the  iriissries  of 
the  world,  after  having  so  long  enjoyed  the 

good    things   of  it? —In    the    midst  of 

thess  charges  ai' tj/ranny  heaped  upon  Na- 
poleon, there  now-and-then  slips  cut  of  the 
goose  pens  of  these  venal  men,  something 
to  throw  discredit  upon  all  that  they  have 
been  saying  upon  this  head  for  months  be- 
fore.— —Of  this  kind  is  a  paragraph  in  the 
CouuiEK  of  last  wc;ek,  relative  to  Sweden. 
— — "  Our  readers  were  probably  sur- 
"  prised  at  the  Older  issued  by  the  Swe- 
"  dish  Government  to  capture  all  Danish 
"  vessels.  They  had  been  taught  to  con- 
"  sider  Sweden,  under  a  Frencli  General, 
"  as  the  engine  of  France,  and  they  knew 
"  the  King  of  Denmark  to  be  the  mere 
"  Prefect  of  Buonaparte.  But  Buona- 
"  parte,  hov^cver  Bernudotte  may  be  devoted 
"  to  hiin,  is  not  able  to  apply  to  SiiedeH  those 
"  cot-rcive  measures  he  cunuaopt  en  the  instant 
"  against  other  Poners.  He  cannot  pass 
"  en  army  over  to  Eiccden  to  enforce  his 
"  orders — and  BernRdotte^  knowing  this, 
"  is  obliged  to  defer  more  to  the  national 
"  will  and  feeling.  We  have  seen  that  he 
"  has  not  yet  presumed  to  carry  all  the 
"  commercial  rigours  of  his  master  into 
"  practice  ;  he  has  not  been  able  to  re- 
"  strict  commerce  altogether,  and  there 
"  have  of  late  been  occasional  remarks  iii 
"  the  French   Papers  upon  the  facilities 
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"which  Sweden,  spite  of  the  friendship 
"  and  protection  of  the  great  Napoleon, 
•'has  affbrded  to  commercial  intercourse 

"  with  this  country." So,  then,  it  now 

comes  out  that  Napoleon  is  unable  to  bring 
Slv^den  into  his  system  against  her  ivili 
He  cannot  "  pass  an  army  over  to  Sweden/' 
we  are  told  here.  Sweden  is  free  then  ? 
Well,  then,  you  stupid  hireling,  Sweden 
i)iyluntarilt/  chose  Bernadotie,  after  all  that 
you  and  the  rest  of  your  set  asserted  about 
her  being  compelled  to  receive  hira,  and 
about  her  neck  being  bent  to  the  yoke. 
—-No,  no;  he  cannot  pass  an  army  over 
to  Sweden,  and  /  told  you  so  at  the  time, 
and  cited  that  fact  as  a  proof  of  the  xvilling' 
ness  qfthe  Swedes  to  receive  Bernadotie  ;  and 
now  you  say  the  same  thing,  exactly  the 
same  thing,  having  forgotten  what  you 
said  before. 

Bullion  Debate. Now     we     are 

drawing  towards  the  close  of  this  grand 
discussion  ;  this  discussion  that  has  lasted 
from  the  day  I  was  sent  to  Jail  to  the  pre- 
sent day ;  and,  which,  thank  God,  will 
lead  to  most  important  consequences.  I 
said,  the  moment  I  fixed  my  eyes  upon  the 
Bullion  Report,  that  that  was  the  har- 
binger of  good  days  for  England.  The 
full-blooded  Anti-Jacobins,  that  is  to  say, 
the  greatest  enemies  the  country  has,  and 
the  most  corrupt  men  in  the  whole  tvorld, 
are  alarmed,  and  well  they  may  be ;  but 
no  one   e)se  is.     For  every  one  else  the 

discussion   leads  to   good. The    long 

expected  debate  began  last  night  (Mon- 
day  6th  May),  upon  a  motion  of  Mr. 
Horner,  who,  though  he  appears  to  have 
spoken  about  H  hours,  made  use  of  no  one 
argument  that  was  not  used  by  me  nearly 
seven  years  ago,  in  support  of  a  proposition 
the  same  as  that  which  he  now  brought 
forward,  and  for  maintaining  which  I  v.  as 
abused  like  a  pickpocket,  and  Paine  had 
before,,  for  asserting  the  same,  mixed  with 
a  little   political  fun,  been  buint  in  effigy 

all  over  this  "  thinking  country." Not 

orie  argument  did  Mr.  Horner  add  to  those 
long  and  long  ago   made   use  of  by  me; 

and  this  I   will  hereafter  shew. But, 

for  the, present  I  shall  conchide,  the  De- 
bate not  being  as  yet  all  before  me. 

The  tohole  of  this  Debate  I  shall  insert  in 
the  Register-  I  have  set  my  heart  upon 
seeing  this  paper-n^oney  affiiir  out;  and, 
I  am  resolved  that  my  readers,  in  all  parts 
oC.thewof'd,  shall  miss  nothing  belonging 
to  it.  The  time  is  not  far  distant,  when 
CVeats  will  havie  decided'  this  (Jiiestion /or 


ever;  and,  against  that  time,  I  wish  my 
readers  to  be  fully  prepared  to  give  their 
judgment  upon  all  of  us,  who  have  taken 
a  prominent  part  in  any  of  these  discus-  . 
sions. 

W«.  COBBETT. 
State  Prison,  Newgate,  Tuesday, 
Muyl,  181 1. 

Propositions  respecting   Money,  Bul- 
lion AND  Exchanges. — 3  May  1311. 

I.  THAT  the  right  of  establishing  an4 
regulating  the  legal  Money  of  this  King- 
dom hath  at  all  times  been  a  Royal  Pre- 
rogative, vested  in  the  Sovereigns  thereof, 
who  have  from  time  to  time  exercised  the 
same  as  they  have  seen  fit,  in  changing  such 
legal  Money,  or  altering  and  varying  the 
value,  and  enforcing  or  restraining  the 
circulation  thereof,  by  Proclamation,  or 
in  concurrence  with  the  Estates  of  the 
Realm  by  Act  of  Parliament  :  and  that 
such  legal  money  cannot  lawfully  be  de- 
faced, melted  down  or  exported. 

n. — That  the  Promissory  Notes  of  the 
Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
England  are  engagements  to  pay  certain 
sums  of  Money  in  the  legal  Coin  of  this 
Kingdom  ;  and  that  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury past,  the  said  Governor  and  Company 
were  at  all  times  ready  to  discharge  such 
Promissory  Notes  in  legal  Coin  of  the 
Realm,  until  restrained  from  so  doing  on 
the  25lh  of  February  1797,  by  his  Majes- 
tj''s  Order  in  Council,  confirmed  by  Act 
of  Parliament. 

III. — That  the  Promissory  Notes  of  the 
said  Company  have  hitherto  been,  and  are 
at  this  time,  held  in  public  estimation  to 
be  equivalent  to  the  legal  Coin  of  the 
Realm,  and  generally  accepted  as  such  in 
all  pecuniary  transactions  to  which  such 
Coin  is  legally  applicable. 

IV. — That  at  various  periods,  as  well 
before  as  since  the  said  Restriction,  the 
Exchanges  between  Great  Britain  and 
several  other  Countries  have  been  un- 
favourable to  Great  Britain :  and  that 
during  such  periods,  the  prices  of  Gold 
and  Silver  Bullion,  especially  of  such 
Gold  Bullion  as  could  be  legally  exported, 
have  frequently  risen  above  the  Mint 
price  ;  and  the  coinage  of  Money  at 
the  Mi^nt  has  been  either  wholly  suspend- 
ed or  greatly  diminished  in  amount:  and 
that  such  circumstances  have  usually  oc- 
(Curred,  when  expensive  Naval  and  Mili- 
tary operations  have  been  carried  on 
Abroad,  and  la  tim^ss  of  public  danger  sr 
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alarm,  or  when  large  importations  ofGiain 
from  foreign  parts  tiave  lalven  place. 

V. — That  such  unt'uvoiirable  Exchanges, 
and  rise  in  the  price  of  Bullion,  occuried 
to  a  greater  or  less  degree  dm  lU'ij  the  wars 
carried  on  by  King  William  the  3rd  and 
Queen  Ar.ne  ;  and  also  during  part  of  the 
Seven  Years  war,  ,and  of  the  American 
war  ;  and  during  the  War  and  Scarcity  of 
Grain  in  1795  and  1790,  when  the  diQi- 
culty  of  procuring  Cash  or  Bullion  increas- 
ed to  such  a  degree,  that  on  the  25th  of 
February  1797,  ihe  Bank  of  England  was 
restrained  from  making  pay.oents  in  Cash 
by  an  Order  of  Council,  confirmed  and 
continued  to  the  present  time  by  divers 
Acts  of  Parliament ;  and  tlie  Exchanges 
became  still  more  unfavourable,  and  the 
price  of  Bullion  higher,  during  the  scar- 
city which  prevailed  for  two  years  pre- 
vious to  the  Peace  of  Amiens. 

VI. — Tnat  the  unfavourable  state  of  the 
Exchanges,  and  the  high  price  of  Bullion, 
do  not,  in  any  of  the  instances  above  re- 
ferred to,  appear  to  have  been  produced' 
by  the  restriction  upon  cash  payments  at 
the  Bank  of  England,  or  by  any  excess  in 
the  issue  of  Bank  Notes;  inasmuch  as  all 
the  said  instances,  except  the  last,  oc- 
curred previously  to  any  restriction  on 
such  Cash  payments  ;  and  because  so  far 
as  appears  by  such  information  as  has  been 
procured,  the  price  of  Bullion  has  fre- 
<juently  been  highest,  and  the  Exchanges 
most  unfavourable,  at  periods,  when  the 
issues  of  Baiik  Notes  have  been  consider- 
ably diminished,  and  they  have  been  af- 
tervcards  restored  to  their  ordinary  rates, 
although  those  issues  have  been  increased. 
VII. — That  during  the  period  of  nearly 
78  years,  ending  with  the  1st  of  January 
179o,  and  previous  to  the  aforesaid  Restric- 
tion, of  which  period  Accounts  are  before 
the  House,  the  price  of  Standard  Gold  in  bars 
has  been  at  or  under  the  Mint  price  2S 
years  and  5  months  ;  and  above  the  said 
Mint  price  48  years  and  1 1  months  ;  and 
that  the  price  of  Foreign  Gold  Coin  has 
been  at  or  under  31.  ISs.  per  oz.  fit)  years 
and  7  months,  and,  above  the  said  price 
39  years  and  3  months  ;  and  that  during 
the  remaining  intervals  no  prices  are 
stated. — And  that  during  the  same  period 
of78  years,  the  price  of  Standard  Silver 
appears  to  have  been  at  or  under  the  Mint 
price,  3  years  and  2  months  only. 

VIII — That  during  the  latter  part  and 
for  some  time  after  the  close  of  the  Ame- 
rican war,  during  the  years  1781,  1782 
end  17S^>  the  Exchange  with  Hamburgh 
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fell  from  34;.  1  to  .SI.  5,  being  about  8  per 
cent.;  an^l  tbf;  pri!;e  of  foreign  Gold  rose 
from  3/.  174.  9d.  to  4/.  2s.  3d.  per  oz.  and 
the  price  of  Dollars  from  5s.  4d.  f,  per 
(z,  to  5s.  lid.  I  and  that  the  Bank  Notes 
in  circulation  were  reduced  between 
March  1782  and  December  1782,  from 
9,169,000/.  to  5,995,000/.,  being  a  diminu- 
tion of  above  one  third,  and  continued 
(with  occasional  variations)  a',  such  re- 
duced rate  until  December  178  4  :  and 
that  the  Exchange  with  Hamburgh  rose 
to  34.6,  and  the  price  of  Gold  fell  to 
3/.  \7s.  6d.  and  Dollars  to  .55.  id.  |  per 
oz.  before  the  25th  February  1787,  the 
amount  of  Bank  Notes  being  then  increas- 
ed to  3,6;.i8,0OO/. 

IX. — That  the  Amount  of  Bank  Notes 
in  February  1787  was  S,68S,O0O/.>  and 
in  February  1791,  11,699,000/.;  and  that 
during  the  same  period,  the  sura  of 
10,70 t.OOO/.  was  coined  in  Gold;  and 
that  the  Exchange  with  Hamburgh  rose 
about  3  per  cent. 

X  —That  the  average  amount  of  Bank 
Notes  in  the  year  1795  was  about 
1 1,497,000/.  and  on  the  25th  of  February 
1797,  was  reduced  from  13,539,000/.  to 
8,640,000,  during  which  time  the  Ex^ 
change  with  Hamburgh  fell  from  36  to 
35,  being  about  3  per  cent.,  and  the  said 
amount  was  increased  to  1 1,855,006/., 
exclusive  of  1,542,000/.  in  Notes  of  iL 
and  2/.  each  on  the  1st  of  February  1798, 
during  which  time  the  E.xchange  rose  to 
38.2,  being  about  6  per  cent. 

XI. — That  the  average  price  of  Wheat 
per  quarter  in  England,  in  the  year  1798 
was  505.  3d. ;  in  179[>,  67*.  5d.  ;  in 
1800,  1135.  Id.;  in  1801,  IISa-.  3d.;  and 
in  1802,  67s.  5d. 

The  amount  of  Bank  Notes,  of  5/.  and  up- 
v;ards. 
in  l798,about  =£.10,920,400 
under<£.5   ...  1,786,000 


n  1799,   about   12,043,790 
under  c£.  5   ...  1,626,110 


12,706,400 


n  1800,  about  13,421,920 
under  of".  5   ...  1,831,820 


in  1801,  about   13,454,370 
under  ^f.S  ...  2,715,180 


13,674,90§ 


15,253,740 


in  1802,  about   13,917,980 
under  .£'.5  ...   3,136,470 


16,169,550 


17,054,450 
That  the  excliange   Tfith  Hamburgh 
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was,  in  January  17!>8,  38.2;  January 
179D,  37.7;  January  1800,  j2.;  January 
1801,  2y.8  ;  being  in  ilie  whole  a  fall  of 
above  22  per  cent. — In  January  1S02, 
32.2;  and  Deceriiber  1802,34-.;  being  in 
the  whole  a  ri.«e  of  about  J  3  per  cent. 

XII. — That  during  ail  the  [jeriods above 
referred  to,  previous  to  tlie  connr:ence- 
ment  of  the  war  with  Fiaiice  in  i7Ll3,  the 
principal  Slates  of  Europie  preserved  their 
independence,  and  the  trade  and  corres- 
pondence thereof  were  carried  on  con- 
formably to  the  accustomed  law  of  na- 
tions ;  and  that  although  from  the  time  of 
the  invasion  of  Holland  by  the  French  in 
1795,  the  trade  of  Great  Britain  with  t!ie 
Continent  was  in  part  circumscribed  and 
interrupted,  it  was  carried  on  freely  with 
several  "of  the  most  considerable  ports, 
and  commercial  correspondence  was 
maintained  at  all  times  previous  to  the 
summer  of  1807. 

XIIL— That  since  the  month  of  No- 
vember 1806,  and  especially  since  the 
summer  of  1807,  a  system  of  Exclusion 
has  been  established  against  the  British 
trade  oa  the  Continent  of  Europe,  under 
the  influence  and  terror  of  the  French 
pow-er,  and  enforced  with  a  degree  of 
violence  and  rigor  never  before  attempt- 
ed ;  whereby  ah  trade  and  correspondence 
between  Britain  and  the  Continent  of 
Europe  has  (with  some  occasional  excep- 
tions, chiefly  in  Sweden  and  in  certain 
parts  of  Spam,  and  Portugal)  been  hazard- 
ous, precarious  and  expensive,  the  trade 
being  loaded  with  excessive  freights  to 
foreign  shipping,  and  other  unusual 
charges:  and  that  the  trade  of  Britain 
with  the  United  States  of  America  has 
also  been  uncertain  and  interrupted  ;  and 
that  in  addition  to  these  circumstances, 
which  have  greatly  affected  the  course  of 
payments  between  this  country  and  other 
nations,  the  Naval  and  Military  expen- 
diture of  the  United  Kingdom  in  foreign 
parts,  has,  for  three  years  past,  been  very 
great;  ai-.d  the  price  of  Grain,  owing  to 
a  deficiency  in  the  crops,  higher  than  at 
any  time,  whereof  the  accounts  appear 
before  Parliament,  except  during  the 
(scai-cily  of  1800  and  iSOl  ;  and  that 
large  quantities  thereof  have  been  im- 
ported. . .  :: . 
:. -i  :XIV.— 'That  the  amount  of  Currency 
necessary  for  carrying  on  the  transactions 
of  the  Country,,  muBt  bear  a  proportion  to 
i  tlie  extent-  of  its  Trade  and  its  public 
Revenue  and  Expenditure;  and  that  the 
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annual  amount  of  the  Exports  suid  Im- 
ports of  Great  Britain,  on  an  average  of 
ti;ree  Vears,  ending  5th  of  January  1797, 
was  '1S,7  32,051/.  oliicial  value;  the 
average  amount  of  Revenue  paid  into  the 
Exchequer,  including  Monies  raised  by 
Lottery,  18,759,165/.  ;  and  of  Loans, 
i  8, 'i0y>B'l-2/.,making  together  .'57, 1 69,007/.; 
and  the  average  amount  of  the  Total  Ex- 
penditure of  Gref-t  Brilaiuj,  42,355,1  Hi. ; 
and  iLa!:  the  average  amount  of  Bank 
Notes  in  circulation  (all  of  which  were 
for  51.  or  opward.s)  wasabout  1  l,2ti2,000/, ; 
and  that  57,274,<)17/.,  had  been  coined  in 
Gold  during  his  iMajesty's  reign,  of  which 
a  large  sum  was  then  in  circulation. 

Tbiit  the  artnual  amount  of  the  Exports 
their  and  Imports  of  Great  Britain,  on  an 
average  of  three  j'ears,  ending  5th  Jan. 
1811,  supDosing  the  Imports  from  the  East 
Indies  and  Ciiina  to  have  been  equal  to 
their  amount  fn  the  preceding  year,  was 
77,971,318/.;  the  average  amount  of 
Revenue  paid  into  the  Exchequer, 
62,783,746/.;  and  of  Loans,  12,673,548/.; 
making  together  75,437,234/. ;  and  the 
average  amount  of  the  Total  Expenditure 
of  Great  Britain,  82,205,066/. ;  and  that 
the  average  amount  of  Bank  Notes,  above 
5/.  was  about  14,265,850/,  and  of  Notes 
under  51.  about  5,283,330/.  ;  and  that  the 
amount  of  Gold  Coin  in  circulation  was 
greatly  diminished. 

XV. — That,  the  situation  of  this  king- 
dom, in  respect  of  its  political  and  com- 
mercial relations  with  foreign  Countries, 
as  above  slated,  is  suflicient,  without  any 
change  in  the  internal  value  of  its  Cur- 
rency, to  account  for  the  unfavourable 
state  of  the  foreign  Exchanges,  and  for 
the  high  price  of  Bullion. 

XVI. — That  it  is  highly  important 
thiit  the  Restriction  on  the  payments  in 
Cash  of  the  Bank  of  England,  should  be 
removed,  whenever  the  political  and 
commercial  relations  of  the  Country 
shall  render  it  compatible  with  the  public 
interest. 

XVII. — That  under  the  circumstances 
affecting  the  political  and  commercial 
relations  of  this  Kingdom  with  foreign 
Counlrie-!,  it  would  be  highly  inexpe- 
dient and  dangerous,  now  to  fix  a  definite 
period  for  the  removal  of  the  Restriction 
of  Cash  payments  at  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, prior  to  the  term  already  fixed  by 
the  Act  44  Geo.  III.  c.  1,  of  six  months 
after  the  conclusion  of  a  definitive  treaty 
of  peac€. 
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5d  May  181 1 — Amendments  on  the  Pro- 
positions respecting  Monev,  Bullion, 
and  Exchanges,  {dated,  20  April  1811.) 

Amendment  to  Ivo.  IV. 

That,  prior  to  the  Restriction  of  Cash 
PayiTjents,  the  Exchanges  were  never 
roore'  unfavourable  to  Great  Britain,  for 
any  length  of  time,  than  from  5  to  7  per 
cent,  below  par,  the  depression  appearing 
to  have  never  exceeded  the  whole  expence 
of  transmitting  Specie  abroad ;  except 
during  a  debasement  of  the  Coins  of  the 
Realm. 

That,  prior  to  the  said  Resfriction,  the 
market  price  of  [Standard  Gold  in  bars 
never  rose  above  the  Mint  price  more  than 
l|per  cent,  and  that  only  for  a  very  short 
interval  ;  except  in  1720,  the  year  of  the 
famous  South  Sea  Scheme,  when  it  rose  to 
,4/.  Is-  Qd.  per  oz.  :  and  during  the  periods 
when  the  coins  of  the  Realm  have  been 
.debased. 

That,  in  periods  subsequent  to  the  said 
Restriction,  and  particularly  of  late  j'ears, 
the  Exchanges  have  been  unfavourable  to 
Great  Brit;dn  much  below  the  limitmarked 
by  the  vvhole  cost  of  transmitting  Specie 
abroad,  v.ud  have  continued  so  for  a  con- 
siderable time  together,  being  at  present 
and  having  been  for  a  considerable  time 
more  than 25  percent,  below  par  j  and  in 
the  same  manner  the  market  price  of 
Standard  Gold  in  bars  has  been  and  stili  is 
more  than  25  per  cent,  above  the  Mint 
price. 

Amendment  to  No.  V. 

That,  during  the  wirs  carried  on  bv 
King  William  the  lild.  the  Exchanges 
did  fall  below  the  limit  fixed  by  the  ex- 
pence  of  transmitting  Specie,  and  the 
price  of  Gold  Bullion  did  rise  very  con- 
siderably ;  viz.  during  the  debased  state 
of  the  Silver  Coin  of  the  Realm  ;  but,  im- 
mediately after  the  reformation  of  the  Coin, 
the  market  price  of  Gold  fell  to  the  P.Iint 
price,  and  the  Exchanges  rose  nearly  to 
par,  although  the  circumstances  of  the 
War  and  the  foreign  expenditure  conti- 
nued unaltered. 

That,  between  the  reformation  of  the 
coin  in  the  reign  of  King  William  and  the 
4th  year  of  the  Reign  of  King  George  the 
First,  the  Guinea  passed  by  law  for  22s. ; 
during  which  period  therefore  the  Mint 
price  of  Gold  was  4/.  1*.  id. 

That,    during   the    Seven   Years   War, 


»nd  until   the  year   1774,  the   Gold  Com  -highest    and    the   Exchangres  most  nnfa- 


of  the 
laent^ 


Realni  was  in  a  state   of  debase 


That  the  price  of  Standard  Gold  in  bars 
never  exceeded  ihe  Mint  price,  in  any 
one  }'ear  of  the  American  War. 

That,  the  Exchange  with  Hamburgh, 
which  had  been  rather  unfavourable  lo  this 
country,  during  part  of  the  year  1795, 
ceased  to  be  so  in  March  ll'jti,  became 
more  favourable  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober) and  continued  favourable  till  the 
26th  of  February  1797,  when  the  Re- 
striction took  place,  and  for  some  time 
afterwards. 

That,  there  was  no  rise  In  the  price  of 
Standard  Gold  in  bars  immediately  prior 
to  the  20'ih  of  February  1797,  nor  for  a 
considerable  number  of  yeai's  beibre. 

That,  the  state  of  the  Exchanges,  and 
of  the  price  of  Bullion,  for  two  years  pre- 
vious to  the  peace  of  Amiens,  was  subse- 
quent to  the  said  Restriction. 

Amenpment  to  No,  VI. 

That,  whh  reg-rd  to  the  period  of  15 
j'ears  ejidisig  with  the  1st  of  Januarv 
I79i3,  frorA  \he  year  1721  to  17.5.'j,  the 
market  price  of  Gold  never  at  any  one 
time  exceeded  the  Mint  price  by  more 
than  If.  2fd  per  os.  and  seldom  by  more 
(han  half  that  sum  ;  from  1753  to  the 
recoinage  of  ihe  Gcdd  in  1773,  the  market 
price  of  Standard  Gold  in  bars  was  always 
above  the  Mint  price,  and  sometimes  ex- 
ceeded it  by  as  much  as  Ss.  Qd.  per  oz. 
being  the  period  during  which  the  Coins 
were  in  a  debased  state ;  from  the  recoi!i- 
age  in  1773  to  the  25th  February  1757,  the 
date  of  the  Restriction,  the  market  price  of 
Siandard  Gold  in  bars  never  exceeded 
the  Mint  price,  except  for  part  of  the 
years  17S3  and  1784,  when  it  rose  ]|d. 
above  the  Pvlint  price;  since  the  year 
i804,  the  price  of  Standard  Gold  in  bars 
has  been  always  very  considerably  above 
the  Mint  price,  and  from  the  end  of  the 
year  !8;)8  to  the  present  time,  has  been 
progressively  rising  (with  occasional  fluc- 
tua'ion's)  tiil  it  has  been  as  iiigh  as  the 
unprecedented  price  of  4/.  !  Ss.  per  oz, 
as  appears  from  Wetenhali's  Tables. 

.    AjtIENDMENT   to  No.  VII. 

That,  takiag  the  issues  of  Bank  Notes  in 
circulation,  not  at  their  amount  on  a  par- 
ticular day,  but  on  a  fair  average  antece- 
dent to  any  alteration  of  the  Exchanges 
and  price  of  Bullion,  it  does  not  appear, 
from  the  information  which  has  been  pro- 
cured, that  the   price  of  Gold  has   been 


vourable  when  the. issues  of  Bank  Notes 
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had  been  considerably  diminished,  and, 
have  been  resvored  to  their  ordinary 
rates  subsequently  to  those  issues  being 
increa>eo. 

Tlint  since  the  said  Restriction,  the 
price  of  Bullion  has  been  highest,  and  the 
Exchanges  have  been  most  unfavourable, 
at  times  subsequent  to  the  periods  in 
which  the  issues  of  Bank  Notes  have  most 
increased. 

Amendment  to  No.  VIIL 
That  taking  the  average  of  Bank  Notes 
in  circulation  in  the  years  1782  and 
1783,  from  their  amount  in  the  begiiniing 
of  the  months  of  January,  March,  June, 
October,  and  December  in  each  year, 
and  that  of  178'i-  from  their  amount  in  the 
beginning  of  the  months  of  March,  June, 
October  and  December,  (which  are  the 
returns  before  the  House,)  it  appears  as 
follows  ; 

17r,2 4-  7,509,570 

17S3 6,5S3,50O 

1784 0,2O9,S.'55 

That  the  Exchanges    with  Hamburgh, 
and  the  price  of  Foreign  Gold,  during  the 
same  periods,  were  as  follows; 
1782. 


i-1  ,iU 


Exch.             for   G. 

Jan. 

-  31.  9.  •  £i.   18.   Q. 

Mar. 

-  32.10.  -  -  3.   ly.  — 

June. 

-  32.  7.  .  -  3.    19.  G. 

Oct. 

-  32.  3.  -  -  4.     2.  — 

Dec. 

-  31.10.  -  -  4.    —    1. 

i7»3. 

Exch.              for  G. 

Jan. 

-  32.  7.  •    c£.4.      1.  — 

-  32.  5.  -  ™     3..  19.  — 

Mar. 

June. 

-  31.  5.  -  -     4.     2.  3. 

Oct. 

-  32.  7.  -  -     3.   19.  6. 

Dec. 

-  32.  8.  -  -     3.    19.  6. 

1784. 

Exch.                 for  G. 

Mar. 

-  33.  9.  -  ^.3.   18.  -^ 

June. 

-  34.  4.  -  -  3.    17.   10. 1 

Oct. 

-  34.  7.  -  -  .5.   17.    10. 4 

Dec. 

-   34.10.  -  -  3.    17.    10.  i 

That  the  Exchange  with  Hamburgh  be- 
tween the  end  of  December  1784,  and  the 
25th  of  February  1787,  fell  from  35.  ti 
to  34.  G. 

Amendment  to  No.  IX. 

That  of  the  sum  of  10,704,000/.  stated  to 
have  been  coined  in  Gold  from  February 
1787  to  February  1791,  the  sum  of 
«,0S4,98.'2/.  was  a  recoinage  from  the  ligiu 
Guioeas  vrfthe  Realm. 


,^,  y.,^;^.,  .AiyiENDMEST  ip  No.  X. 

That  the  average  amountof  B^nk  Note? 
in  circulation  during  the  months  of  Janu- 
ary and  February  1795,  was  12,452,451/. 
and  the  average  amount  from  the  1st 
January  to  25th  February  1797,  was 
9,566,430/.  ;  making  a  diflerence  of 
2,886,021/. 

That  this  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
Bank  Notes  was  principally  effected  be- 
tween the  middle  of  the  month  of  May 
1796,  and  the  25th  of  February  1797. 

That  the  Exchange  with  Hamburgh 
fell  from  3G  to  32. 4  (its  lowest  depres- 
sion during  the  period  in  question)  be- 
tween the  3rd  of  February  and  the  4th  of 
August  1795, during  which  time  the  ave- 
rage amount  of  Bank  Notes  in  circulation 
was  1 1,464,148/.,  having  been  occasionally 
during  the  time  as  high  as  14,071,8.50/., 
and  even  14.876,580/. 

That  between  the  4th  of  August  1795, 
and  the  first  of  January  1796,  the  Ex- 
change with  Hamburgh  rose  from  32.  4  to 
32. 7,  during  which  period  the  average 
amount  of  Bank  Notes  in  circulation  was 
11,415,633/.;  and  from  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary to  the  3rci  of  June  1796,  the  Exchange 
with  Hamburgh  rose  from  32.  7  to  34. 
during  which  period  the  average  amount 
of  Notes  was  i  0,87 4,3 1 6'. 

That  from  the  3rd  of  Jane  1796  to  the 
^>5ih  of  February  1797,  during  which  pe- 
riod the  amount  of  Bank  Notes  was  gra- 
dually reduced  to  I  he  sum  of  8,640,250/., 
the  Exchange  witii  Hamburgh  rose  to 
35,  :  and  in  the  few  months  following  the 
last  reduction  rose  gradually  to  38. 

Amendment  to  No.  XIV. 

That  the  average  amount  of  Bank  Notes 
in  circulation,  of  5/.  and  upwards,  for  three 
years  ending  the  5th  of  January  1797, 
was  10,782,780/. ;  and  for  the  years  1808, 
ISOiJ,  and  18!0,  was  14,265,850/. 

That  the  average  amount  of  Notes  for 
5/-  and  upwards,  in  the  vear  1796,  was 
1 0,2  4-0, !  25i, ;  and  iir  1 S 1 0  was  1 5,42 1,310/. 


BULLION  DEBATE. 

House  of  Commons,  Monday,  6ih  May 
I8J1.— -Mr.  Horner  rose,  and  moved. 
That  the  House  do  resolve  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  and  that  the 
Report  of  the  Bullion  Committee,  with 
the  diil'erent  papers  relatinf  j  to  the  foreign 
exchanges,  and  the  exch  anges  with  Ire» 
land,  be  referr«dto  the  said  Cojunuttee^ 
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Mr.  Horner  then  proceeded  to  observe, 
that,  in  opening  the  subject  before  the 
'  Committee,  it  was  his  intention  to  sepa- 
rate the  consideration  of  the  last  resolu- 
tion of  thoHe  he  should  submit,  from  th^ 
consideration  of  those  which  preceded  it. 
The  Ijitter  consisted  of  a  statement  of  the 
law,  of  the  alledged  eviJ,  and  of  its  cause, 
the  former  suggested  what  he  conceived 
was  the  most  proper  remedy.  Many 
Gentlemen,  who  might  coincide  in  the 
Xj^inions  expressed  in  the  first  resolution, 
might  not  perhaps  be  disposed  to  concur 
with  him  in  the  propriety  of  his  last  pro- 
position, It  would  therefore,  he  con- 
ceived, be  advisable  for  him  to  keep  the 
two  questions  as  distinct  as  possible. 
And  here  he  begged  leave  to  observe, 
that  although  he  designed  to  enter  pretty 
fully  into  the  view  which  he  took  of  the 
general  question,  it  would  not  be  neces- 
i*ary  for  him  to  enter  into  all  its  details, 
or  into  many  of  those^ minute  and  various 
statements  which  were  contained  in  the 
papers  already  on  the  table.  Some  of 
those  which  were  essential  to  a  clear 
elucidation  of  the  subject,  would  proba- 
bly be  examined  by  the  Honourable 
Members,  who  would  follow  him,  and 
were  much  more  competent  to  draw  from 
them  whatever  was  requisite  for  a  clear 
exposition  of  the  question.  At  the  same 
time,  the  outline  which  he  proposed  to 
describe  must  comprehend  ail  the  most 
prominent  and  material  points  at  issue  ; 
and  he  assured  the  committee,  that  it 
should  be  his  endeavour  to  compress  them 
into  as  narrow  a  compass  as  they  would 
admit. — (Hear,  hear!) 

Among  all  the  various  opinions  enter- 
tained on  the  present  and  on  former  simi- 
lar occasions,  there  had  been  some  which 
proceeded  to  the  most  opposite  extremes. 
Persons  were  not  wanting  hardy  enough 
to  assert,  that  a  circulating  medium,  con- 
sisting entirely  of  paper,  was  perfectly 
adequate  to  the  fulfilment  of  all  the  pur- 
poses of  a  metallic  currency.  According 
to  their  creed,  the  greatest  of  all  modern 
discoveries  in  the  improvements  of  com- 
merce, was  the  exclusive  substitution  of  a 
paper  currency,  founded,  not  upon  the 
ba.sis  of  the  precious  metals,  but  on  the 
basis  of  confidence  alone.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  had  been  persons  blind  to  all 
the  experience  of  our  commercial  and 
economical  history,  blind  too  to  all  those 
important  advantages  practically  deriva- 
ble from  the  circulation  of  paper  conrert- 
abj^  into  gold,  who  went  so  far  as  to  as- 


sert, that  the  only  remedy  was  to  resort  to 
the  exclusive  use  of  the  precious  metals, 
and  to  the  anterior  state  of  things.  He 
wished,  however,  to  revert  only  to  the 
doctrines  and  opinions  of  the  ablest  and 
most  practical  statesmen  of  this  country 
previous  to  the  period  of  thr  Bank  Restric- 
tion. The  principle  of  those  doctrines 
was,  that  the  circulation  of  paper  was  in 
itself  beneficial,  and  sufficiently  guarded 
against  excess  by  its  constant  liability  of 
conversion  into  gold.  There  was  another 
feeling  also  abroad  in  which  he  could  not 
join,  a  feeling  of  jealousy  of  the  Bank  as 
an  institution,  and  a  disposition  to  con- 
demn it  as  an  unfair  monopoly.  He  could 
not  help  thinking  that  ^11  those  who  re- 
garded the  liberties  of  the  country  with  a 
due  attention,  and  who  justly  appreciated 
their  valiie  and  their  importance,  could 
not  contemplate  the  origin  of  the  Bank 
without  connecting  it  with  an  sera  memo- 
rable as  the  epoch  when  those  liberties 
were  secured,  and  placed  en  a  solid  foi3ni« 
dation.  {Hear!  hear!)  But  beside  this, 
all  who  had  attended  to  the  subsequent 
events  of  our  political  history  must  be 
convinced  that  at  different  periods,  and  on 
great  critical  emergencies,  the  Government 
of  the  country  has  derived  from  the  Bank 
the  most  important  assistance.  If  them 
the  most  extensive  and  essential  resources 
had  been  drawn  from  that  quarter  for  the 
greatest  national  objects,  it  was  natural  that 
with  the  present  prospect  of  new  difficul- 
ties to  be  encountered,  and  additional  ex- 
ertions to  be  made,  we  should  look  in  fu- 
ture for  a  cpntinu|uice  of  that  aid,  and  of 
these  resources,  of  which  we  had  before 
availed  ourselves.  Having  thus  disclaim- 
ed all  these  contrary  opinions,  he  must 
now  declare,  that  his  great  and  ultimate  ob- 
ject was  to  restore.  With  as  much  care  and 
circumspection  as  might  be  fairly  claimed 
by  partial  and  particular  interests,  but  at 
the  same  time  with  as  much  pronyjtiiude 
as  still  more  urgent  considerations  might 
dictate,  the  circulating  medium  to  its  ori- 
ginal state— ra  st^tc  attested  by  a  long  ex- 
perience to  be  not  less  favourable  to  pri- 
vate than  propitious  to  public  prosperity 
—a  state,  every  departure  from  which 
must  be  injurious,  in  proportion  to  its  ex- 
tent.  He  could  not  here  forbear  to  notice 
a  prejudice  which  had  been  excited 
against  him,  and  those  who  coincided 
with  him  in  opinion  on  thb subject;  apre« 
judice  that  represented  them  as  mere  the- 
orists, and  as  setting  up  their  theory 
against  the  coaclusionf  of  practice  znd. 
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experience.     If  he  was  indeed  a  theorist, 
hi.s  ll^eory  was,  however,  that  of  those  uho 
founded   the    Batik    of    England     {Htar, 
hear !)  if  he  considered  the  convertibility 
of  p;iper   inUi  specie  as  the  fundanK:iilal 
principle  of  that  institution,  his  opinion 
was  in  perfect  unison  with  that  of  the  most 
enliglilened  and  prac'.ical  statesmen  who 
had  conducted   the  financial   relations  of 
the  country  (Hear,  hear!)    and  who  con- 
curred  with   the   most  eminent  practical 
merchants  of  tnese    times.      Tliey  were 
consulted  because  it  is  the  part  of  a  states- 
man to  acquire  information  from  all  de- 
scriptions of   men,   not   to   take   it   upon 
credit  from  atiy  particular  class.     Such  a 
question  as  that  before  the  Committee  w.is 
one  peculiarly  tit  for  Parliament  to  decide, 
because  it  was  the  province  of  Parliament 
to  compare  and  distinguish  different  kinds- 
of  practical  information,  and  to  determine 
by  their  collective  wisdom,  the  due  appli- 
cation of  genei-:\l  principles.     If  it  was  a 
charge  against  him  to  have  entered  upon 
the  investigation  with  some  preconceived  ' 
opinions  respecting  it,  it  was  a  charge  to 
which   he  certainly   must   plead   guilty. 
Bat  without  considering  if  it  was  possible 
to  cc;i)mence  any  such  inquiry  free  fiom 
anj'  such  preconceived  opiaiop.s,  he  would 
venture  to  say,  not  only  for  himself  but 
_for  tjie  rest  of  the  Committee,  that  no  in- 
vestigation ever  was  begun  with  a  firmer 
determination   to  make  the  most  ample, 
acciirate,and  impartial  scrutinj"-,  and  to  sus- 
pend judgmenttitl  thatscruliny  wasaccom- 
plished.  (Hear,  hear  !)     The  names  of  the 
Members  ?>f  the  Committee  weiii  a  suffi- 
cient seciuiLy   perhaps  for  this,  and  ren- 
dered it  unnecessary  for  him  to  repel  any 
accusations  on  that  score.      It  would  have 
been  convenient  for  him  to  have  been  in- 
formed, before   he  began   the   discussion, 
which  of  his  principles  were  denied,  and 
which  admitted   by  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Vansittart);    but  upon  this  point  he 
was  left  entirely  in  khe  dark.     If  he  looked 
at  the  last  of  his  right  hon.  friend's  Reso- 
lutions, he  appeared  to  differ  with  him«.eif 
only  as  to  the  reuiedy  proposed ;  but  when 
he  turned  his  attention  to  tiiose  preceding 
it,  he  saw  propositions  directly  controvert- 
ing all  the  anticnt  and  received  doctrmes 
of  econotnical  science.     The  priraary  ob- 


ject of  the  Committee  had  been  to  ascer-' 
tain  the  causes  of  the  high  price  of  gold. 
The  House  of  Com.non^s,  stru'  k  with  the- 
appearance  of  a  gradual  rise  in  the  price 
of  bullion,  had  appoihied  the  Committee 
to  examine  and  report  its  cause.  If  this 
was  the  object  of  the  House  at  that  period, 
how  much  mere  imperious  had  that  duty 
become  by  the  subsequent  and  progressive 
rise  which  had  taken  place.''  lie  meant  to 
state  broadly  li'ere,  that  allhongh  there 
had  been  collateral  causes/the  operation 
of  which  he  uaf  most  ready  to  adnait,  yet 
that  the  high  price  originated  in  and  w.a^- 
perpetuated  by  an  excess  of  paper  circu- 
lation. The  Mint  price  was  3/.  17s.  10^0', 
the  market  price  had  first  risen  to  4/.  10*. 
and  since  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
had  reached  as  high  a  point  as  4/.  14^*. 
being  somewhat  more  than  20  per  cent,  of 
excess  above  the  mint  price.  Now  it  was 
important  to  observe,  that  this  excess  was 
a  departure  to  that  amount  from  the  stand- 
ard value  of  our  national  currency,  ihjit 
standard  consisting,  according  to  law,  of 
gold  atid  silver  of  a  certain  fineness, 
weight  and  denomination.  Bank  notes 
were  nothing  more  than  stipuln'.inns  to 
pay  so  much  of  this  kiwi'ul  money  to  the 
holder.  The  excess  of  the  maikcl  pi  ice 
of  gold  proved,  therefore,  that  bank  notes 
purported  to  represent  what  ihey  did  not, 
viz.  a)  certain  sum  of  staudard  value. 
Measured  by  the  market  price,  a  pound 
note  was  worth  15  shillings  and  a  fraction. 
To  this  degree  the  paper  must  be  consi- 
dered as  depreciated.  The  maintenance 
of  the  legal  standard  had  always  formed 
a  principal  feature  iii  the  legislative  po- 
licy of  tijis  kingdom.  Parliament  had 
hitherto,  at  all  times,  displayed  the  ut- 
most vigilance  upon  thfe  appearance  of 
any  derangement  or  undue  alteralion  of 
the  value  of  the  circulating  medium. 
Some  of  cur  ablest  princes  had  on  parti- 
cular occasions  attempted  to  debase  the 
legal  coin,  or  to  raise  its  denomination, 
but  Parliament  had  nf  vcr  iailed  to  raise 
its  voice  and  check  the  progress  of  the 
evil.  The  last  operation  of  this  kifid 
took' place  in  the  reign  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth, and  since  that  period  the  standard 
has  remained   unaltered,  both  in  fineness 


and  in  weight 


(To  be  continued.) 
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PAPER  AGAINST  GOLD : 

BEING  AN  EXAMINATION 

O?  THE 

Report  of  the  Bullion  Committee;. 

IN  A  SERIES  OF  LETTERS 

TO  THE 

TRADESMEN  AND   FARMERS 

IN  AND  NEAR  SALISBURY. 


Letter  XXIII. 

Ecents  since  the  Date  of  tJie  foregoiag  Letter 
— Bank  Notice  about  the  Dollar —  Various 
Symptoms  of  the  Effect  of  that  Measure — 
rroctcdings  in  Parliurnent  relative  to  the 
Bullion  Report. 

Gentle:jen, 
IN  reviving  my  correspondenc<s  with 
you,  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  revert 
for  a  moment  to  the  point,  at  which  I 
broke  off,  which  was  in  the  preceding 
volume  of  my  work,  at  page  1291,  where 
I  closed  Letter  XXII,  in  which,  as  3'ou 
will  remember,  it  was  shown,  for  the  satis- 
faction of  two  correspondents  in  the  coun- 
try, that  any  man,  having  Country  Bank 
Notes  in  his  possession,  had  (and  he  still 
has,  of  course)  the  power  of  compelling 
the  drawer  of  such  notes  to  pay  him  in  gold 
or  silver t  the  lawful  coin  of  the  realm. 

But,  that  Letter  was  a  digression  from 
the  main  track  of  our  subject,  which,  at 
the  close  of  Letter  XXI,  page  1224",  was 
leading  us  into  the  great  question  as  to 
the  deprtciation,  that  is  to  say,  fall,  of  the 
Bank  of  England  Notes;  a  question,  which 
has  caused  more  discussion  than  any  other 
that  has  been  agitated  for  many  years 
past,  and  which,  I  think,  we  may  now 
look  upon  as  completely  decided,  seeing 
that,  while  the  dispute  was  going  on,  the 
Bank  Company  themselves  have  done  an 
act  which  can,  in  the  mind  of  no  rnan  out 
of  a  mad-house,  leave  the  smallest  doubt 
upon  the  subject. 


Sj'stcin,  that  a!l  the  great  Jioch  begin  to  opciate." 

. -[1151 

Nevertheless,  as  I  wish  that  this  series 
of  letters  should  contain  the  whole  of  what 
I  have  thought,  and  still  think,  relating  to 
this  interesting  matter  ;  I  shall  treat  of 
the  question  here  spoken  of,  after  I  have 
recorded  the  events,  Avhich  have  taken 
place  since  I  last  addressed  you  ;  and  which 
events  are  important  to  a  degree,  that  few 
persons,  comparatively  speaking,  appear 
to  imagine. 

When,  on  the  24'th  of  December,  I 
wrote  my  last  Letter  to  you,  I  did  expect, 
that  the  winter  would  not  pass  over  our 
heads  without  some  striking  change  as  to 
the  circulating  currency  of  the  country. 
It  appeared  to  me,  as  I  had,  upon  former 
occasions,  told  my  readers,  quite  impossi- 
ble, that  things  could  go  on  much  Idnger 
without  events  that  would  strike  the  impu- 
dent partizans  of  the  paper  sA's'.em  dumb. 
The  guinea  had,  for  sometime,  been  a 
marketable  commodity  ;  and,  undrr  such.  - 
circumstances,  the  paper  could  not  con- 
tiivje  much  longer  without  being  openly 
at  a  discount  in  all  transactions.  The 
coin  of  every  denomination  grew  daily 
more  and  more  scarce ;  till,  at  last,  change 
for  a  pound  note  was  with  difliruUy  ob- 
tained ;  and,  as  these  difficulties  increased, 
people,  of  course,  felt  an  increased  incli- 
nation to  hoard  the  coin. 

As  a  remedy  for  this  evil,  the  Bank 
Company  issued  a  Notice,  raising  the 
Dollar  (which  was  in  circulation  at  the 
rate  of  5  J.)  to  5s.  6d.  and  it  was  after- 
wards found,  that  this  Notice  had  been 
issued  with  the  advice  and  approbatioii  of 
the  Priv,y  Council,  or,  at  least,  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Privy  Council,  appointed  to 
watch  over  the  affairs  of  Coin  (1).  "  This' 
Notice,  which  was  first  published  on  the  * 
!8th  of  March,  not  only  failed  to  products 
the  intended  eflect ;  but,  ifproduced  an 
e iFect /;recise/j/  the  opposite  of  that>  which 
was   intended  by  the  Privy  Councillors 


(I)  The  Notice,  and  the  3Jinute  of  these 
Privy  Counsellors  will  be  found  at  page 
980  "of  this  present  Volume". 
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and  the  Bank  Directors.  The  few  Dollars 
that  were  in  circulation  immediate  dis- 
appeared, and  the  distress  for  change 
became  so  great,  that  people  were  ob- 
liged to  take  10  shillings  worth  or  15 
shillings  worth  of  halfpence  in  changing  a 
pound  note,  whioh  halfpence  were,  for  the 
most  part,  mere  raps,  not  worth  a  tenth 
part  of  their  nominal  value. 

Many  of  the  shop-keepers  in  London, 
in  order  to  procure  the  means  of  carrying 
on  their  business,  notified,  by  bills  put  in 
their  windows,  that  they  would  receive 
the  Dollar  (the  real  value  of  which  is  less 
than,  4*.  6d.)  at  5s,  9d.  and  some  of  them 
notified,  that  they  would  receive  it  at  6s. 
The  same  continues  to  be  done  now  ;  and, 
that  man  must  be  blind  indeed,  who  does 
not  perceive,  that  two  prices  hdive  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  already  taken  place. 

The  inconvenience  arising  from  the 
want  of  money  under  a  pound  note  was 
felt  very  severely  by  the  Bankers,  whose 
customers  drawing  upon  them  for  any 
Bums  that  they  might  happen  to  want, 
frequently,  of  course,  drew  for  parts  of  a 
pound.  These  the  Bankers  were  unable 
to  supply  ;  and,  on  the  9th  of  Aprd,  a  cir- 
cular paragraph  appeared  in  the  London 
news-papers,  exhorting  people  to  draw  for 
whole  pounds.  On  the  same  day  it  was 
stated,  that  in  the  shops,  markets,  and 
public  offices,  people  gave  written  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  parts  of  a  pound,  and  left 

ibem  thus  ;:npaid.  (2) On  the  11th  of 

April  Mb.  Manning,  the  Deputy  Governor 
of  the  Bank,  Slid  who  is  also  a  Member  of 
Parliament,  informfcd  the  House,  that  the 
Bank  were  about  to  issue  a  large  quantity 
of  Dollars ;  ^.d  he  observed,  that  those 
persons  who  were  hoarding  them,  in  the 
expectation  that  they  would  rise  in  price, 

would  be  disappointed.  (3) Some  days 

before  this  (on  the  4th  of  April)  the  Bank 
thought  it  necessary  to  publish  an  ad- 
rertisement,  that  the  report  of  great  quan- 
tities of  their  notes  having  been  forged, 
and  that  the  plates  from  which  the  said 
fiotes  had  been  taken,  had  been  stolen, 
was  wholly  falsq:  and,  it  seems,  that  i^iis 
report  was  spreadT  very  widely  through  the 
country  ;  the  object  be^jjig  to  excite  suspi- 
cion of  the  Bank  of  England  Notes,  and 
thereby  to  insure  a  preference  for  llie 
Country  Bank  Notes.  (4)—- r-On  theT!)th 


(2)  See  page  876. 
(4)  See  page  9()5<. 


(3)  See  page 


s^- 


of  April,  it  v/as  stated  in  the  public  prints, 
that  a  person  had  a  promissory  note  dis- 
honoured because  he  could  not  produce  to 
the  person,  v/ho  had  to  receive  the  pay- 
ment, the  change  of  185.  3rf.  (5) On 

the  2jd  of  April  a  prisoner,  confined  for 
debt  in  the  Marsbalsea  Prison,  obtained 
his  release,  because  his  creditor,  in  paying 
him  his  maintenance  money,  gave  him  a 
piece  of  foreign  coin  instead  of  a  six- 
pence. (0) On  the  same  day,  it   was 

stated  in  the  public  prints,  that,  at  some 
of  the  public  offices,  change  was  not  only 
refused,  but  that  certain  of  the  Clerks  in 
those  otlices,  were  dealers  in  the  article, 
and  supplied  the  Bankers  ivith  silver  at  3  per 

cent.  (7) On   the   same   day,   23d    of 

April,  James  King,  a  Guard  to  a  coach, 
was  taken  before  the  Lord  Mayor,  upon  a 
charge  of  having  bouifht  guineas,  and  wat 

held  to  bail.  (8) On  the  26th  of  April, 

there  was  a  paragraph,  published  in  all 
the  London  daily  prints,  stating,  that  the 
Chinese  had  just  discovered  that  gold  and 
silver  were  too  abundant  with  them,  and, 
it  was  added,  that  they  were  going  to  fend 
great  quantities  of  it  hither,  some  of  which 

might   be  speedily   expected,  (y)- In 

the  public  priuls  of  the  27th,  2yth  and 
30th  of  April,  it  was  stated,  that  ten  thou- 
sand pounds  in  gold  had  been  seized  on 
board  of  a  ship,  about  to  carry  it  abroad. 
Many  statements  of  this  sort  had  appeared 
before,  but  this  one  was  worthy  of  parti- 
cular attention.  (10) Also  that  a  riot, 

attended  with  acts  of  violence  and  killing, 
had  taken  place  at  Sampford,  in  conse- 
quence  of  the  scarcity  of  change.  (11) 

A  circular  paragraph  appeared  at  thii 

time  reprobating  the  practice  of  hoarding;, 
and  hinting  that  it  would   be   proper  to 

punish  it  as  a  crime.  (12) At  the  same 

time  another  circular  paragraph  appeared 
advising  people  not  to  hoard  tlic  change,  for 
that  a  new  silver  coinage  was  just  coming 
out  that  would  sink  the  value  of  the  pre- 
sent coin,  (i  li) At  the  same  time  Mock 

hank  notes  were  circulated  from  the  King's 
Bench  and  Fleet  PrisGsis,  by  the  means 
of    which    some    unwary^  persona    were 


(5) 

See 

page 

1009. 

(6) 

See 

page 

1010. 

(7) 

See 

page 

1010. 

'(«) 

See 

page 

1035. 

(y) 

See 

page 

1036. 

(10) 

See 

page 

1062. 

(H) 

See 

page 

1062. 

(12) 

See 

page 

106a. 

(13) 

See 

pa^e 
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cheated.  (14) An  account  of  gold  liiw- 

fully  exported  during  one  week  was  pub- 
Jished  at  this  time,  from  which  it  was 
manifest,  that  Ahe  gold  and  silver  were 
going  to  France  and  her  dominions  as 
fast  as  possible.  (1.5) It  was  now  an- 
nounced that  the  Bank  had  issued  more 
Dollars,  and  that  £  300  worth  had  been 
sent  to  each  of  the  Banking  Houses  in 
London  (l6). 

Such,  Gentlemen,  were  the  symptoms 
of  the  effect  of  raiii^ing  the  nominal  value 
ef  the  Dollar;  and  on  the  8th  of  May,  it 
was  stated  in  the  public  prints,  that  ano- 
ther seizure  of  guineas  had  been  made  on 
bpard.a  ship  sent  into  Dover.     The  words 

of  the;    statement  were  these: "Four 

"  thousand  andjifti/  more  guineas  have  been 
"  found  on  l>oard  the  ship  sent  into  Dover 
"  last  week.  It  i?  supposed  she  will  be 
*'  puHed  to  pieces,  as  her  very  iron  ballast 
"  is  holloued  to  receive  gold.  She  is  called 
*'  the  New  Union  of  London."  They  may 
pull  her  to  pieces  and  burn  her ;  tW^y 
may  do  what  they  like  with  her  ;  but, 
Gentlemen,  as  long  as  this  paper-money 
exists  in  England,  the  gold  and  silver  will 
continue  to  go  out  of  it  in  some  way  or 
other.  The  government  may  be  ingenious, 
and  we  know  it  is  able  to  employ  great 
numbers  of  artful  men  ;  but,  all  their  art 
put  together  ;  and  all  the  powers  of  the 
government,  not  excepting  the  power  of 
life  and  death,  will  never  make  gold  and 
silver  circulate  at  par  with  a  depreciated 
paper. 

I  have  thus  filled  up  the  history  of  the 
time  since  I  last  addressed  you.  That 
time  is  hardly  five  months,  and  yet,  what 
events  are  here  !  What  a  change  is  here,  in 
so  short  a  space  of  time  !  And,  can  you 
be  made  to  believe,  that  the  thing  will 
stop  ivfiere  it  is?  Is  it  possible  that  you  can 
be  persuaded  to  believe,  that  the  Bank 
Notes  will  now,  or  will  ever,  revive  ?  The 
grand  effort  now,  with  all  those  who  wish 
to  deceive  the  people,  and  to  profit  from 
their  credulity,  is  to  persuade  them,  that 
it  is  not  the  Bank  Note  that  has/a//en; 
but,  the  gold  and  silver  that  have  risen. 
This  seems  to  be  the  last  trick  in  the 
budget;  but,  what  I  have  to  say  upon 
this  head  I  must  reserve  till  I  come  to  my 
intended  Letter  upon  the  subject  of  depre- 
ciation. 

(14)  Sec  page  1064. 
(1.5)  See  page  lOm. 
{16)  Seepage  1064. 
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In  the  mean  while  ■we  ffltrst  sfee  what 
has  been  passing  in  Parliament,  relating  to 
this  matter;  so  that,  before  we  proceed 
upon  ihe  remainder  of  our  inrjuiries,^  we 
may  Irave  the  wliole  history  of  the  pi>j,cr- 
money  before  us,  down  to  the  very  y| ay 
wlien  we  shall  come  to  our  conclusion. 
In  the  foregoing  Letters,  there  will  be 
found,  I  am  convinced,  the  most  complete 
history  of  our  Paper  Money  that  has  ever 
yet  appeared  in  print.  We  have  tiiere 
traced  it  from  its  very  outset  to  the  day 
when  the  people  of  Salisbury  became,  all 
in  a  moment,  destitute  of  ihe  means  o£ 
getting  a  dinner.  In  this  Letter  its  his- 
tory has  been  brought  down  to  last  Sutur' 
day;  and,  all  that  we  have  now  to  do  is 
lo  give,  in  as  few  words  as  possible,  the 
history  of  ihe  BULLION  DEBATE, 
which,  perhaps,  would  be  untiecessary  for 
our  present  purposes  ;  but,  this  is  a  subject 
every  fact  belonging  to  which  ought  to  be 
so  recorded  as  to  be  capable  of  being 
hereafter  referred  to  ;  and  ought,  if  pos- 
sible, to  be  made  known  in  every  part  of 
the  world. 

The  Report  of  the  Bullion  Committee, 
which  was  printed  last  year,  was  laid  be- 
fore the  House  of  Commons  but  a  short 
time  previous  to  its  rising.  It  vvas  ordered 
to  be  printed  on  the  8th  of  June,  and  I 
must  say,  that  it  gives  me  great  pleasure 
to  reflect,  that  it  issued  from  the  press 
on  the  very  day  that  I  was  seni  to  jail !  I  shall 
always  remember  this  wi'h  satisfaction* 
It  will  be  a  source  of  delight  to  m?  as  long 
as  I  have  breath  in  my  body  ;  aye, 
and  it  will  be  borne  ui  Lnnui,  too,  long 
after  the  Bank  Note-^  and  ail,  yea  all,  that 
thereon  depend,  shali  bave  come  to  their 
true  level ;  their  proper  state. 

The  time  being  so  short,  the  House 
could  not  take  the  Report  into  considera- 
tion, during  the  last  session  ;  therefore, 
this  part  of  the  business  was  to  be  per- 
formed during  this  session.  The  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  Mr.  Fkxncis 
Horner,  was  to  propose  some  measive  to 
be  adopted  in  consequence  of  the  Report; 
but,  he  being  a  laivyer  and  a  placeinin  at 
the  same  time ;  having  to  go  the  Western 
circuit  and  to  manage  the  Nabob  of  Ar- 
cot's  Debts,  he,  of  course,  could  har<l!y 
find  time  for  this  Bullion  aiFair.  After 
many  appointments  and  disappointments, 
however,  he,  at  last,  brought  the  matter 
forward  on  Monday  last,  the  6tb  instant, 
when     a    Debate    ensued,    whicij   lasted 
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during  four  successive  nights ;  it  being  the 
custom  in  this  Assembly  to  carry  on  the 
greater  part  of  their  works  afier  it  is 
dark. 

Previous,  however,  to  this  Debate,  Mr. 
Horner  had  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
House  a  string  of  Propositions,  expres- 
sive of  his  opinions  as  to  the  state  of  the 
coin  and  paper-money  of  the  country,  and 
also  as  to  the  remedy  to  be  applied  (17). 
In  a  few  days  after  these  had  been  before 
the  House,  Mr.  Nicholas  VANsixTAnr, 
who  took  the  other  side  of  the  question, 
laid  before  the  House  a  set  of  opposing 
Propositions  (18) ;  which  he  soon  after 
wards  followed  by  a  set  of  Propositions 
being  the  former  set  amended  (19) ;  and 
these  were  followed  by  another  paper 
from  Mr.  Horner  ('20),  containing  Propo- 
sitions in  the  form  of  amendments  upon  his 
brother  lawyer's  Propositions,  both  of  the 
gentlemen  being  "  learned  friends." 

The  way  being  thus  prepared,  all  the 
preliminary  steps  having  been  taken,  the 
discussion  vvas  entered  upon  ou  the  day 
before-mentioned,  at  the  end  of  one  year, 
two  7nonths,  and  fourteen  days  from  the  lime 
fhat  the  Committee  commenced  its  la- 
bours. I  have  began  inserting  this  Debate, 
and  I  shall  insert  all  the  principal  speeches 
before  I  have  done ;  and  I  do  it,  because 
I  wish  to  afiord  all  my  readers,  and  you. 
Gentlemen,  in  particular,  an  opportunity 
of  perusing,  at  your  leisure,  what  these 
persons 'have  said  upon  this  important  sub- 
ject ;  and,  besides,  my  wish  is  to  place 
these  speeches  where  they  may  be,  at  all 
times,  conveniently  referred  to,  seeing  that 
my  conviction  is,  that  events  are  now  hast- 
■ening  on  apace ;  events  that  will  sec  all 
low  cunning,  all  chicanery,  all  trick,  at 
defiance ;  and  that,  of  course,  will  put  the 
opinions,  contained  in  these  speeches,  to 
the  test.  My  conviction  is,  that  the  time 
is  not  far  distant,  when  it  will  be  impossi- 
ble to  deceive  the  people  of  England  ; 
when  truth  \\'\\\  unpn  ;  and,  at  that  time, 
it  will  be  6f  great  advantage  for  lis  to 
know  what  have  been  the  opinions  of  men 
who  have  taken  a  part  in  these  discussions, 
and  to  what  point,  whether  good  or  evil, 
their  endeavours  have  tended. 

What  we  have  to  discuss  is  the  question 

(17)  See  page  1012. 

(18)  See  page  1075. 

(19)  See  page  1140. 

(20)  Seepage  1145. 


of  depreciation,  or  fall,  in  the  value  of  the 
Bank  Notes  ;  and,  after  that,  the  remedy 
proposed  by  Mr.  Horner  and  those  who 
i\<ic  with  him,  I  shall,  I  trust,  go  to  work 
in  a  way  very  different  indeed  from  that 
of  these  gentlemen  ;  and,  when  I  have 
written  my  opinion,  there  the  matter  vfill 
rest,  and  the  truth  of  our  several  opinions 
will  be  tried  by  Time,  which  tries  all 
things. 

I  remain. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  friend, 

W".  COBBBTT. 

State  Prison,  Newgate,  Friday, 
10th  May,  ^181 1. 

SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Portuguese  Subscription.— —The 
sums  subscribed  for  the  suffering  Portu- 
guese amount  to  nearly //(recjsence  each  ; 
but,  do  the  subscribers  mean  to  stop  here  i 
Is  this  all  that  they  mean  to  give  the  poor 
creatures  ?  Whj'^  should  not  the  sinecure 
placemen  give'haif  a  year's  salary  each? 
And  then  the  Commissaries  and  Paymasters, 
who  have  fattened  upon  the  war,  might 
give  up  a  share  of  their  profits,  I  should 
think.  A  hundred  pounds !  What  is  a 
hundred  pounds  to  a  man,  who  clears, 
perhaps,  thirty  or  forty  thousand  pounds 
a  year  ?  The  subscribers  should  have 
begun  with  tens  of  thousands  instead  of 
hundreds.  But,  let  us  hope,  that  an  amend- 
ment will  take  place;  and  that  we  shall 
see  the  thing  go  on  in  a  different  style. 

1  know,  I  shall  be    told,  that  the 

Portuguese  have  been  thanked ;  but,  though 
thanks,  when  coming  from  a  body  like  our 
Honourable  Hoiise,  are,  doubtless,  to  be 
looked  upon  as  of  very  great  value,  still  I 
presume  that  tlianks  will  not  rebuild  houses, 
plant  and  bring  to  maturity  olive  and 
orange  groves,  and  bring  slaughtered 
cattle  to  life.  Thanks  from  such  a  body 
as  our  Honourable  House  must,  of  course, 
fill  the  heart  with  pride;  but,  they  will 
not,   I  presume,  fill  the  belly  with  any 

thing. The  Common  Council  of  i;nt 

City  of  London  hava,  I  see,  voted  a  sum 
to  the  Portuguese ;  and,  which  is  one  of 
best  tilings  I  have  yet  heard  of,  they 
have,  it  would  seem,  voted  a  sword  to  Lord 
Talavera,  at  the  same  time.  They  have 
given  him,  who  went  all  across  Portugal 
before  the  French,  just  the  same  marks  of 
respect  and  gratitude  that  they  gave  to  Lord 
Nelson  !  Their  marks  of  respect  and  grati- 
tude will  soon  corae  to  their  level,  at  any 
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rate. What !  They  vote  Talavera  their 

Thanks  and  a  Sword  for  having  "  success- 
" fully  defended  Portugal"  aga,inst  the 
French ;  and,  in  the  same  breath,  they 
vote  a  sum  of  money  to  the  Portuguese 
becuiise  i\\Gy  have  suffered  from  the  in- 
vasioti  of  those  same  French,  while  Tala- 
vera was  so  successfully  defending  them  ! 

Bravo!    Encore!     To't    again: To 

comment  upon  this  proceeding  would  be 
nearly  as  great  a  shame  as  the  having 
participated  in  it.  It  is  unworthy  of  com- 
ment. It  is  beneath  comment.  It  is  so 
offensive  to  reason  and  to  common  sense, 
that  one  cannot  endure  the  idea  of  its 
standing  in  need  of  exposure. 


Battle   of    Barkosa. The    public 

will  bear  in  raind,  that  much  was  said 
about  the  cowardice  or  treachery,  or  one  of 
them,  or  both  of  them,  in  this  battle, 
where,  as  in  the  case  of  Talavera,  we  took 
the  whole  of  the  glory  to  ourselves,  though, 
in  both  cases,  we  left  the  Spaniards  upon, 
or  near,  the  field  of  battle.  This  affair  of 
Barrosa,  which  drew  such  cordial  Thanks 
from  the  Honourable  House  and  the  Com- 
mon Council,  and  such  floods  of  tears  from 
Mr.  Sheridan,  who  melted  the  very 
midriffs  of  his  hearersby  relating  to  them 
how  General  Graham  planned  cottages 
and  improvements  upon  his  farms  while 
he  was  lying  on  the  ground  rn  Spain  and 
Portugal ;  this  affair,  which  kept  the  na- 
tion all  a-gog  for  more  than  a  week, 
though  I  must  say  that  it  was  owing  to 
Mr.  ^Ward  and  Mr,  Whiihread  that  it 
lived  out  the  nine  days  ;  this  affair  gave 
rise  to  a  great  deal  of  invective  against 
the  Spanish  Coiiimanders.  The  Spanish 
Commanders,  and  even  the  whole  of  the 
Spanish  army,  were  reproached,  in  most 
of  our  news-papers,  in  very  harsh  terms. 
It  is  impossible  to  conceive  any  thing 
more  harsh.  Indeed,  they  were,  in  plain 
terms,  caWed  traiiors,  or  covjards ;  \iu\f  it 
was  insisted  upon,  that  v/e  ought  no 
longer  to  go  on  in  defending  that  nation, 
unless  they  would  submit  to  have  had 
Lord  Talavera  SLppolaied.  Generalissimo  of 
all  their  armies,  and  to  have  English  officers 
put  into  their  particular  corps.  This  mo- 
dest proposition  was  made  upon  the 
ground  (taken  to  be  admitted),  that,  in  the 
Battle  of  Barrosa,  we  had  derived  little  or 
no  aid  from  the  Spaniards ;  and  that,  it 
had  there  been  proved,  that  it  was  be- 
come absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  take 
command  and  possession  of  their  army. 
-^—-I  ^noticed  some  time  back,^  that  the 
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Spaniards  seemed  to  see  the  thing  ifl  ^ 
very  different  light;  that  they  had 
thanked  their  troops  for  the  part  tht- y  had 
taken  in  that  affair  ;  and  that,  in  short, 
they  seemed  to  look  upon  whatever  ho- 
nour   had    been    gviined     as    belonging 

chiefly  to   them. We  have  now  before 

us  a  full  confirmation  of  this,  in  a  letter 
to  the  Editor  of  a  Spanish  paper  at  Cadiz, 
whose  name  is  Blanco,  from  no  less  a  per- 
son than  one  of  the  Spanish  Generals, ei^gaged 
on  the  day,  of  which  we  are  speaking. 
This  letter,  if  what  it  says  be  true,  is  de- 
cisive of  the  point.  It  leaves  not  the 
smallest  doubt  of  the  Spaniards  having  a 
fair  claim  to  an  equal  share  of  whatever 
honour  was  gained  at  Barrosa,  notwitli;- 
standingallthe  severe  remarks  upon  them 
made    by    Mr.   Ward  and    Mr.    Whit-t 

bread. 1  will  below  insert  this  letter 

to  Mr.  Blanco,  and  the  reader  will 
bear    in    mind,    that    it    was    published 


at  Cadiz,  where  the  English  array  was, 
and  where,  of  course,  it  might  be   met 

with  an  answer. /  do  not,  mind,  say, 

that  what  this  Letter  asserts  is  true;  of 
tiiat  I  will  leave  the  reader  to  judge  ; 
buU  this  I  will  say  ;  that,  if  this  Letter 
speaks  truth,  the  Spanisli  Commanders 
and  their  troops  have  been  most  foully 
treated  in  England,  by  the  news-papers  afc 

least. But,  at  any  rale,  here  is  an  open 

dispute  going  on  in  print,  at  Cadiz,  about 
that  with  regard  to  which  the  Common 
Council  of  London,  (the  little  Honourable 
House)  appears  to  have  had  no  douJjt  at  all. 
They  volVd  to  General  Graham  all  the 
honours  they  had  to  bestow  ;  they  put  him 
upon  a  footing  with  Lord  Nelson  without 
the  smallest  hesitation.  Really,  they  will, 
I  am  afraid,  very  soon  prove  to  be  but  too. 
true,  the  picture  that  was,  some  time  ago, 
given  of  tliem   by  the  venal  man  of  the 

Courier. But,    this   Letter  of  one   of 

the  Spanish  Generals  is  not  all  that  we 
have.  There  is  a  Letter  now  arrived  from 
General  Graham  himself,  to  our  Minister 
at  Cadiz,  defending  himself  against  the  ac- 
cusations  of  the  Spaniards  !  This  is  curi- 
ous enough.  This  will,  one  would  sup- 
pose, make  the  Common  Council  of  Lon- 
don wait  a  little  another  time,  before  they 

vote    Tlianks    and    Sivords. Perhaps,. 

however,  I  go  too  far  in  supposing  that 
any  such   effect  will   be  produced  upon- 

them. 1  do  not  say,  that  General  Gra^ 

ham  did  any  thing  that  was  wrom^;  but,  I 
see,  that  persons  upon  the  spot  accuse  him 
of  something,  no  matter  what ;  and,  that 
he  thinks  it  necessary  to  make  a  vnritten 
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defence  of  that  conduct  for  which  the 
Coiiimon  Ccfl.icil  have  voti  d  him  th(mh 

ami'  a  sw(Jiif- The   leasi   of  nliat  has 

tikrn  pl.i'ie  Niiist.  tip  a  seiioils  misundtr- 
sta'ficitng:  h'ctvvi.eii  'he  Spimiih  Conirniwd- 
er-^'and  ours;  and,  liov\  f,ir  that  is  likely 
to  pronjotf  the  success  of  the  war,  and  the 
deliver  nice  of  Europe,  contemplated  by 
Mr.  Pekceval,  it  is  by  no  uieans  difficult 

to  guess. General  Graham's  Letter  I 

lake  from  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  to- 
day ;  and,  I  beg  the  reader  to  pay  great 
attention  to  it ;  for,  if  there  ever  wert  any 
hopes  of  success  against  the  French  in 
Spain,  this  letter  must   be  considered  as 

being  of  the  greatest  importance. The 

Morning  t  hronicle  says :  "  It  must  grieve 
"  every  hononr;<ble  mind  to  see  a  brave 
"  Olid  successful  Commander  i\^\^5  forced  to 
*'  defend  himself  against  the  pitiful  insinua- 
*'  tions  of  those  who  deserted  him  in  the 
*'  iftoinent  of  danger,  and  who  now  basely 
**  endeavour  to  screen  their  own  conduct 
"  from  blame,  by  the  most  unfounded  a»- 
"  p'trsio>7S.  General  Graham's  letter  will 
*'  be  read  with  the  most  lively  interest.^' 
—  —Very  true  :  it  must  grieve  every 
honourable  mind  to  see  "  a  brave  and 
*'  successful  commander  forced  to  de- 
*'  lend  himself  against  pitiful  insinua- 
*'  tions  ;"  but,  the  fact  is,  that  he  vvas  not 
forced  to  do  this  ;  fur,  if  he  was  forced  to 
defend  himself,   the  insinuations  were  no 

lonaar  pit  fid. 1  do   not  say,   that  the 

insinuations  were  true.  That  is  more  than 
I  pretend  to  have  any  knowledge  of;  but, 
I  know  that  they  are  not  pitiful;  or,  if 
they  were,  I  know,  that  General  Graham 
has  done  wrong  in  taking  this  seriouo  no- 
tice  of  them. His   assailants  may  be 

*'  buif,"  they  may  deal  in  "  uvfounded 
*'  aspersions;"  but,  this  I  must  say,  that 
the  Lettei-  of  General  Graham  ^.dls,  with 
me,  very  iar  short  of  being  conclusive. 
Indeed,  though  he  may  possibly  be  in  the 
right,  his  letter  does  by  no  means  shew  it, 
and,  I  must  say,  that  it  argues  no  great 
store  of  confidence  in  his  friends,  that 
they  have  not  accompanied  the  publica- 
tion of  his  Letter  with  that  of  the  state- 
ment of  General  Lapena  ;  for  not  doing 
which  there  can  liave  been  no  excuse, 
seein*;  that  it  is,  by  General  Graham's 
Letter,  said  to  have  been  in  print,  previous 

to  the  writing  of  that  Lt  iter. This  is 

not  the  way,  in  which  we  usually  treat 
a  dispute.  "Hear  both  sides,"  is  an  old 
maxim  of  justice;  but,  ii  is  one  which 
seeois  now  to  be  pretty  much  neglected. 
Gs|!ti;hAL,(;rpAHAj(i'5  Letter  is  an  umwer  to 


^i printed  statement;  and,  is  it  in  his  favoar 
that  we  have  not  that  statement  as  well 
as  the  answer  ?  The  Moiining  Chronicle 
calls  the  accusers  of  General  Graham  base, 
and  their  charges/a/sc  «sjoe?•i^o?^s;  but,  he 
does  not  let  us  see  ivhat  those  charges  loere  ; 
though  he  does  not  fail  to  repeat  against 
the  Spaniards  the  charge  of  desertion.  I 
cannot  help  looking  upon  this  suppression 
of  General  Lapena's  statement  as  being 
a  strong  presumptive  proof  of  its  contain- 
ing something  that  has  not  met  with  a 
complete  answer  in  the  Letter  of  General 
Graham.  I  shall  be  glad  to  find  my  sus- 
picions groundless ;  but,  I  cannot  be  so 
unjust  towards  the  Spaniards  as  not  to 
state  them. 

\V^'.  COBBEIT. 
State  Prison,  Newgate,  Fridax/, 
Maj/  10,  1811. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
SpaiK. — Battle  of  Barrosa. — Reply  to 
the  false  and  injurious  Ideas  which  me 
\2th  Nuiiibet  of  the P/iper  calkd  El  £s- 
punol  conveys  of  the  nieinorablt  Action  of 
the  5ih  of  March,  in  the  Plains  of  Cki- 
clana. 
The  atrabilarious  Blanco,  still  not  sa- 
tisfied with  the  great  and  numerous  evils 
which  he  has  causet^  to  his  unfortunate 
country,  has  again  thrown  out  a  prolific 
germ  of  discord  in  the  last  number  of  his 
Journal,  where  he  treats  of  the  action  of 
the  5th  of  March.  Under  the  pretence 
of  letters  to  v.hich  no  one  can  give  credit 
withou'i  offending  the  honour  and  delicacy 
of  the  English,  he  attributes  the  whole  of 
the  glory  to  them  ;  he  .says,  that  the 
Spaniards  alone  were  mere  spectators  ; 
he  unjustly  and  impudently  treats  General 
Lapena  as  an  imbecile  ;  while,  vvith  the 
same  breath,  and  as  if  by  way  of  a  great 
favour,  he  says  that  "  ono  division  ap- 
pears to  have  conducted  itself  well  pre- 
vious to  the  principal  action,"  without 
deigning  to  specify  which  division  it  was  : 
and  finally,  he  has  the  effrontery  to  ca- 
lumniate all  the  Spanish  Generals  and 
officers,  regarding  them  as  unfit  for  the 
discharge  of  their  respective  duties,  and 
pronounces  that  they  should  be  replaced 
by  English..  Austrians,  &c.  with  other 
scandalous  and  most  uncandid  proposi- 
tions.  »«fiow  long,  Senor  Blanco, — how 

long  will  you  abuse  our  good  nature!  Is 
it  possible,  miserable  man,  th;it  you  can  be 
degraded  so  low  as  to  prefer  your  own 
sordid  and    vile    interests   to  the  glory 
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of  the  magnanimous  and  generous  nation 
tQ  which  you  owe  your  being!  How  dare 
you  shield  such  atrocious  calumnies  under 
the  respectable  and  glorious  name  with 
which  your  paper  is  inscribed  ? — Far  from 
me  be  the  spirit  of  partiality  ;  the  pure 
and  simple  truth  has  always  been  the  pole 
star  of  my  actions  :  and  vanity  is  a  pas- 
sion foreign  from  my  breast.  But  what 
occasion  is  therefor  this  observation,  since 
it  is  ascertained  l)eyond  a  doubt,  that  the 
brave  Graham,  in  giving  an  exact  descrip- 
tion of  the  action,  has  bestowed  dese/ved 
praises  on  the  troops  which  were  engaged  ? 
Let  us  see,  then,  Senor,  how  you  have 
committed  yourself  by  yo',r  malignant, 
venal,  and  adulatory  character. — The  com- 
bined army  marched  in  three  columns, 
the  van,  the  main  body,  and  the  reserve, 
and  the  cavalry  covered  the  right  flsuik. 
In  this  order,  the  van,  commanded  by  lue, 
and  consisting  of  the  battalion  of  Campo 
Mayo,  of  600  men, — the  regiment  of 
Murcia,    of    700,— the    battalion    of  the 

Canaries,  of  300, — ofCannona,   of  320, 

the  reserve  of  tiie  third  battalion  of  Royal 
Spanish  Guards  of  500,— and  the  regiment 
of  Africa,  of  700,  with  four  jiec^s  of 
flying  artillery,  traversed  the  thick  and 
extensive  wood  of  Torre  de  Barrosa; 
upon  coming  out  of  which  we  encountered 
the  enemy,  who.  defended  their  position 
with  three  pieces  of  artillery,  and  the 
27th,  94-th,  and  95th  regiments,  each 
consisting  of  1500  men.  The  action  be- 
gan at  half-past  8  ;  I  endeavoured  to  me- 
nace his  flanks  and  center,  in  order  to  sur- 
round him  on  the  left  with  ray  reserve  ; 
but  he  anticipated  my  movement  ;  and 
as  his  constant  permanence  on  that  posi 
tion  for  14  months  gave  him  a  superiority 
over  me  in  his  knowledge  of  the  ground, 
he  attacked  my  wings,  throwing  into  a 
disorderly  flight  my  brave  light  troops, 
ajid  began  to  open  upon  me  in  all  direc- 
tions a  most  furious  fire  of  musketjy  and 
chain-shot.  In  the  midst  of  this  horrible 
fire,  within  pistol  shot,  and  with  the 
greatest  contempt  of  death,  the  troops, 
animated  by  a  general  cry  of  death  or 
victory,  returned  to  the  combat,  and  the 
battle  became  more  obstinate.  With  the 
intrepid  regiment  of  Murcia,  I  attacked 
their  right :  its  efforts  bore  down  all  before 
it.  This  wing  being  beaten,  I  hastened 
to  the  left ;  3  brave  companies  of  the  bat- 
talion of  the  Canaries  covered  themselves 
with  glory,  completely  routing  the  enemy  ; 
and  the  reserve,  full  of  valour  and  enthu- 
siasm, completed  the  yictory  at  li  in  the 
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forenoon.  I  pursued  the  enemy  more  than 
half  a  league;  and  on  my  retijrn  to  se- 
cure the  position,  the  action  with  the  re- 
serve began  on  the  ridg,e  of  Puerco — an 
action  as  well  directed  by  General  Gra- 
ham, as  well  fought  by  the  troops  which 
formed  that  reserve.  The  enemy,  to  give 
us  employment,  attacked  my  position  ibur 
times,  and  were  not  only  as  often  drivea 
back,  but  by  orders  from  General  Lapena, 
I  attacked  them  latterly  in  front  and  on  their 
left,  thus  diverting  all  those  forces  which 
we.Y&  on  their  march  from  Chiclana,  t<,» 
reinforce  the  division  Ruilin,  the  assistance 
of  which  troops  would  have  greatly  fa- 
voured  that  division.  Well,  then,  Senor 
Blanco,  do  all  those  services,  and  7  hours 
without  intermission  of  the  most  obstinate 
fire,  not  even  deserve  that  the  division 
which  supported  them  should  be  men- 
tioned ?  As  often  as  you  seek  to  attributa 
all  the  glory  to  the  English  alone,  I  will 
call  upon  you  to  answer  me  the  abov» 
question.  It  being  a  certain  fact,  that  the 
van  had  been  three  hours  in  action,  and 
had  already  beaten  the  enemy  before  the 
English  began  their  action,  teil  me,  if  tha 
van  had  been  routed,  or  had  not  renewed 
the  action,  and  beaten  the  enemy,  what 
wouJd  have  become  of  the  English  ^ 
Alone,  and  attacked  in  front,  rear,  and  on 
their  flanks,  at  the  same  time,  and  by  an 
enemy  double  their  numbers,  it  is  very 
probable  that  they  would  have  been 
beaten;  and  their  fate  might  have  been 
no  better,  if,  during  the  action,  the  van, 
supported  by  the  main  body,  which 
guarded  the  position,  had  not  called  oft' 
and  diverted,  by  repeated  attacks,  the 
columnss  which  twice  marched  to  join  the 
enemy  s  division  engaged  with  the  Eng- 
lish. These  are  umieniable  and  notori- 
ous truths.  It  is  certain  that  the  English, 
behaved  bravely  ;  but  it  is  not  less  so  that 
our  troops  fully  performed  their  duty,  left 
nothing  to  be  desired,  and  covered  them- 
selves with  glory;  as  much  so,  as  yoij 
daily  disgrace  yourself  by  your  intriguing 
manoeuvres,  your  criminal,  immoral,  and 
revolutionary  conduct,  and  by  being  the 
most  infamous  detractor  from  the  glories 
of  your  nation.— The  General  Lardizabal. 
Cadiz,  April  22,  1811. 

Spain. — Battle  of  B.\rrosa.— Le«eryro»i 
Lieutenant  General  Graham  to  the  Hight 
Honourable  Henry  Wellesle^.—'Isla  de 
Leon,  2ith  o/ March,  ISl  I. 

Sir ;  Yoihwill  do  justice  to  my  relu€« 


1107] 


POLITICAL  REGISTER.— Oi?c2a/  Papers. 


tance  to  enter  into  any  controversy  for  llie 
purpose  CI  counteracting  the  ctlects  of 
that  obiocjuy  wiiich  you  yourself  and  many 
ethers  assui-ed  me  ttiy  conduct  was  expos- 
ed to  by  the  reports'  circulated  in  Cadiz 
reirttivc  to  the  issue  of  the  late  expedition. 
-^Bnt  atopy  of  a  printed  stciteme)it  of  Ge- 
/<«'a^  Lapenri  having  htea  shewn  to  me 
yesterday,  AVhich  by"^  implication  at  least, 
haves  th.3  blufnevf  the  failure  ofUie  most  brV- 
liani  prospects  en  me,  it  becomes  indispen- 
sably necessary  that  Ishould  take  up  my 
ptn  ia  self-defence. — Having  already  sent 
you  a  copy  of  my  dispatch  to  the  Earl  of 
lliverpeol  with  a  report  of  the  action,  I 
wHI  not  trouble  you  with  any  detail  of  the 
ffl-st  movements  of  the  army,  nor  with 
any  other  observations  relative  to  them, 
than  that  the  troops  suffered  much  un- 
i*ecessary  fatigue  by  n-.arching  in  the  night 
and  without  good  guides, — Considering 
the  nature  of  the'service  we  were  engaged 
in,  I  v.'as  most  anxious  that  the  army 
should  not  come  into  contact  with  the 
enemy  in  an  exhausted  fetate,  nor  be  ex- 
posed to  the  altaok  ofthe  enemy  but  when 
it  was  weil  collecled  ;  and  in  consequence 
cf  representations  to  this  effect,  I  under- 
stood that  the  march  of  the  •  afternoon  cf 
the  llh.  was*  to  be  a  short  one,  to. t alee  up 
for  the  night  a  position  near  C6nii~to  pre- 
j^are  which,  St'aff  Office  its  of  both  nations 
jfere  sent  forward  with  a  propej'  escort. 
Tiie  miarch  was  nevertiscless  continued 
though  the  night  with  those  frequent 
aiid  harrass^ing  hfrlts  which  the  necessity 
of -groping  for  the  \vay  'occasioned.-^ 
When  the  British  divisioiv  beg^n  its  march 
froro  the  position  of  Barrosa,  to  thatafBer- 
rAeja,-/  ieft  the  General  on  the  Barrosa 
h^ght,  nor  did  I  knozv  (f  his  'intentio-A  of 
quiLiiiigit,  and  when  I  ordered  the  division 
to  countermarch,  in  the  wood,  I  did  so  io 
atippcrt'troopsieft  for  its  defence,  and  5e- 
liemitgthc  General  to  be  there  in  person:  In 
this  belief  I  sent  no  report  of  the  attack 
which  was  made  so- near  the-  spot  where 
(ho  General  Vas  supposed-  to  be,  and 
though  confident  .  in  thie  bravery  of  the 
British  troops,  I  was  not  less  so  in  the  sup- 
ftort  I  sh'ould  receive  from  the  Spanish 
-army.  The  distance,  however,  loBermeja 
is- tri^fling,  and  im' orders  were  given  from 
head-quarters  for  -the  moTenienfof  ahy 
corps  of-the  Spanish  army  to  support  the 
British  division,  to  prevent  its  defeat  in  this 
unequal  contest,  or -to  profit  ofthe  success 
<:arneti.at  so  heavy  an  expence.  The  vor 
tluntary  x«aL  of  tlie  two  stnalj  battalions 
{Walloua  Guards  and  Ciudadlieal)  which 
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had    been    detached    from    my  division, 
brought  them  alone  back  from  the  wood  ; 
but  notwithstanding   their  utmost  eflbrts, 
they  could  only  co'.ne  at  the  close  of  the 
action.— Had  the  whole  body  of  the  Spa- 
nish cavalry,  with  the  horse  artillery,  been 
rapidly' sent  by  the  sea  beach,   to  form  in 
the  plain,  and  to  envelope  the   enemy's 
left — had  the  greatest  part  of  the  infantry  - 
been  marched  ihroogh  the  pine    wood  in 
our  rear,  to  turn   his   right,  what  success 
might  not  have  been  expected   from  such 
decisive- movements  ?  The   enemy    must 
eithefr  have  retired  instantly  and   without 
occasioning    any   serious  loss  to  the  Bri- 
tish   diviiiion,    or    he    would    have     ex- 
posed   himself   to    absolute     destruction. 
—  his     cavalry     greatly     out-numlwred, 
his    artillery    lost,    his    columns    mixe-:l 
and   in    confusion,   a   general    disper-sjoii 
would    have  been   the   inevit:\ble   conse-* 
quence  of  a  close  porsuit.     Oar  wiEaviec! 
men  would   have   found   spirits  to  go  on, 
and  would  have  trii.sled  to  finding  refresh-  • 
ment  and  repose  at  Chiclana.     'J  his  mo- 
ment was  lost.      Within   a   quarter  of  an 
hour's  ride  of  the  scene  of  action,  the  Ge'^' 
neral  remained  ignorant  of  what  was  pass- 
ing, <mi  MoMe'rtg  ices  dune.'    Let  not   then, 
this  action   of  Barrosa  form  any  part  of 
the  gfeneral  result  of  the   tvansittions  of 
the  day  ;     it  was  an  accidental  and  insu- 
lated feature  ;  it  was  the  result  of  no  com- 
bination, it  was   equally  unseen  and  ua- 
heedied  by  the  Spanish  Staff;    the  British 
division,  left  alone,  suffered  the   loss'of 
more  than  one  fourth  of  it3  number,  and 
became  uniit  for  further  exertion.      Need' 
I  say  more  to  justify  my  determination  of 
declining  any  further  co-operation  in  the 
field  towards  the  prosecution  ofthe  object 
ofthe  expedition  ^  I  am,  however,  free  to 
confess,  that  having  thus  placed  myself 
and  the.  British  division  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Spanish  Comtnander  in  Chief, 
in  the  field;  (contrary  to  my  instructions) 
I  should  not  have  thought  myself  justified 
to  my  King  and  country  to  risk  the  abso- 
lute destruction  of  this  division  in  a  second 
trial.     But  I  have  a  right  to  claim  credit 
for  what  would  have   been  my  conduct, 
from  what  it  was ;    and  I  will  ask  if  it  can 
be  doubted,  after  Biy  zealous  co-operation 
throughout,  and  the  ready  assistance  af- 
forded  to   the    troops    left    on    Barrosa 
Height,  that  the  same  anxiety  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  cause,  would  not  have  secured 
to  the  Spanish  army  the  utmost  efforts  of 
the  British  division  during  the  whole  of  the' 
enterprise,  had  xve  been  supported  as  tte  had 
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a  right  to  expect.—There  is  not  a  man  in 
the  division  who  wotild  not  gladly  have 
relinquished  his  claim  to  glory,  acquired 
by  the  action  of  Barrosa,  to  have  shared 
with  the  Spaniards  the  ultimate  success 
that  was  within  our  grasp  as  it  were. — 
The  people  of  Spain,  the  brave  and  per- 
sevd'rinf:  people^  are  universaUy  esteemed, 
respecied  and  admired  by  all  who  value 
liberty  and  independence  ;  the  hearts  and 
hands  of  British  soldiers  will  ever  be  with 
them  ;  the  cause  of  Spain  is  felt  by  all  to 
be  a  common  one. — I  conclude  with  men- 
tioning, that  the  only  regret  expressed  to 
irie  at  Head'-quarters  on  the  morning  of 
the  6th,  on  not  knowing  of  my  intention 
to  send  the  British  troops  across  the  River 
Sanii  Petri,  was,  iliat  the  opportunity  of  ivith' 
draining  the  Spanish  troops  during  ihe  night 
zuas  lost ;  and  on  my  observng,  that,  alter 
such  a  defeat,  there  wi^s  no  risk,  of  attack 
from  the  enemy,  a  wr;/  conirari/ opinion  was 
mamimned.  In  point  of  fact,  no  enemj' 
eyei  appeared  during  several  days  em- 
ployed in  bringing  off  the  wounded  and 
burying  the  dead'.  It  may  be  proper  to 
remark  on  the  reports  published,  relative 
to  the  enemj'^s  number  at  Santi  Petri 
•(4,500  men  of  Viilat's  division,)  that  by 
the  concurrenl  testimony  of  ail  the  French 
Officers  here.  General  VillaVs  division  had 
charge  of  the  whole  line.  What  -then 
mil  St  be  the  strength  of  that  division,  to 
have  afforded  4,500  men  to  Santi  Petri 
alone  ?  In  order  to  establish  by  authentic 
documents,  facts  which  may  have  been 
disputed,  and  to  elucidate  others,  I  inclose, 
by  way  of  appendix,  the  reports  of  various 
OiScers  of  this  division. — I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be,  with  the  greatest  regard.  Sir, 
3''our  moit  obedient  hiimbie  servant, 

Thomas  Graham,  Lt.  General. 
P.  S.  I  must  ad<l  this  postscript,  dis- 
tinctly to  deny  my  having  spoken  at 
Head-quarters,  in  the  evening  of  the  5th, 
of  sending  for  more  troops  or  for  provisions 
fi'ora  tlie  Isla. — My  visit  was  a  very  short 
one,  of  mere  cereraonj' ;  I  may,  have  asked 
if  the  Spanish  troops  expected  were  ar- 
rived. This  error  must  have  arisen  from 
the  difficulty  of  conversing  in  a  foreign 
language. — With  this  I  send  you  a  sketch 
of  the  ground,  &c.  of  the  action  of  Bar- 
vosa,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  how  impos- 
sible, according  to  my  judgment,  it  would 
be  for  an  enemy  to  expose  his  left  flank, 
by  making  a  direct  attack  through  the 
wood  on  the  Bermeja  position,  while  that 
of  Barrosa  was  occupied  in  force  by  the 
allied  army. 


BULLION  DEBATE. 

(Continuedfrompage  ^52.) 
His  first  Resolution  contained  a  correct 
statement  of  the  law,  nor  was  there  in  the 
history  of  this  nation,  any  reicrn  that  had 
been  raarisedby  a  more  watchful  attention 
to  the  preservation  of  the  standard  value 
of  the  coin  of  the  realm,  than  his  present 
Majesty's.  In  evidence  of  this,  it  was 
only  necessary  to  appeal  to  the  new  gold 
coinage,  to  the  statute  of  the  14  Geo.  III. 
enacting  that  silver  sliould  only  be  legal 
tender,  for  sums^above  25/.  according  to 
its  weight,  and  not  its  denomination. 
There  had  been  proclamations  subsequent- 
ly to  the  same  efflct,  and  the  doctrine  of 
Parliament  fully  coincided  wish  this  ex- 
ercise of  the  Prerogative.  The  doctrine 
of  the  Legislative,  the  Royal  Proclama- 
tions, the  Rolls  of  Parliament,  were  all  at 
direct  variance  with  the  new  principles  of 
recent  theories.  If  we  looked  back  to  the 
'Jth  Session  of  Geo.  I.  we  should  find  a  Re- 
solution of  that  House,  importing  that  they 
would  not  consent  to  any  alteration  of  the 
va're  of  the  current  coin  of  the  realm,  and 
we  should  find  them  desiring  a  conierence 
with  the  House  of  Lords,  who  came  to  a 
similar  Resolution.  We  were  now  told, 
however,  that  all  this  was  error,  and  that 
the  merchants  of  the  present  day  had  dis- 
covered its  fallacy.  This  indeed  v\as  not 
asserted  at  first  by  those  upon  the  Com- 
mittee, they  did  not  venture  to  commit 
themselves  to  such  hazardous  declarations, 
but  contented  themselves  with  strongly 
denying  that  any  depariure  had  taken 
place  from  the  standard  value  frcai  the 
cinrency.  When  this  denial  could  no 
longer  be  supported,  the  advocates  of  the 
Bank  denied  the  existence  of  a  standard. 
One  GenLleman,  highly  deserving  of  at- 
tention, had  .stated  this  principle  in  the 
first  edition  of  his  pamphlet;  but  had 
abandoned  it  in  the  second,  in  v/hich  he 
discovered  that  tiie  standard  was  the  in- 
terest of  such  sum  in  the  public  funds  as 
would  produce  one  pound,  which  pound 
being  paid  in  paper,  was  thus  of  course 
the  measure  of  itself.  —  [A  laugh  !)  De- 
serting afterwards  this  original  id-a,  he 
informed  the  public  that  the  real  standard 
was  money  of  account,  a  proposition  to 
which  he  (Mr.  Horner)  could  attach  no 
intelligible  interpretation  whatever.  The 
next  step  in  this  curious  series  of  reason- 
ings was  fo  assume  the  existence  of  an 
abstract  currency,  and  in  support  of  this 
doctrine,  all  the  su^s^ltviies  of  the  Ariato- 
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teliaxi  metaphysics  had  been  collected  and 
applied.  There  was  something  in  this 
theory  that  furnished  a  striking  resem- 
blance to  the  attempts  of  the  ancient 
school-men  to  substantiate  essences,  and 
embody  the  offspring  of  their  imagina- 
tions.— (Mr.  Horner  here  read  a  passage 
from  a  late  work,  in  which  the  nature  of 
currency  was  illustrated  by  an  allusion  to 
a  column  of  mercury  in  the  tube  of  a  ba- 
rometer). Another  writer  argued,  that 
the  only  standard  consisted  in"  an  ideal 
measure,  and  not  in  any  tangible  or  ma- 
ter al  medium.  From  all  these  ingenious 
theories  and  amusing  conjectures,  he  should 
make  his  appeal  to  the  laws  of  his  country. 
He  was  sure  there  was  no  lawyer  in  the 
House  who  would  contradict  him  when  he 
stated,  that  by  all  the  statutes  on  the  sub- 
ject, no  other  standard  was  acknowledged 
but  that  of  the  precious  metals,  lie  must 
now  advert  to  the  admissions  of  the  prac- . 
tical  men,  by  which  the  fact  of  a  depar- 
ture from  the  legal  standard  was  fully  es- 
tablished. He  could  wish  for  no  better 
evidence  than  this.  The  3d  Resolution 
of  his  Right  Honourable  Friend  difFcred 
materially  from  his;  and  it  was  worthy  of 
observation,  that  his  Right  Honourable 
Friend  appeared  to  have  been  greatly  em- 
barrassed in  drawing  it  up,  as  was  evinced 
by  his  subsequent  alterations.  As  that 
Resolution  stood  at  first,  bank-notes  were 
declared  "  to  be  held  equivalent  to  the 
legal  coin  of  the  realm  in  all  pecuniary 
transactions  to  which  such  coin  is  legailj;^ 
applicable."  In  the  new  edition,  however, 
they  are  stated  "  to  be  held  equivalent  in 
public  estimation  and  general  accept- 
ance." (Hear!  hear  .'J  His  Right  Ho- 
nourable Friend  did  not  therefore  meet  his 
principle,  but  evaded  it  by  a  reference  to 
a  part  of  our  criminal  law,  of  very  equivo- 
cal policy.  (Hear  !  hear !)  Now  although 
his  own  principle  was  not  denied,  still 
must  he  positively  deny  the  principle  as- 
supaed  on  the  other  side.  He  aflirraed  that 
a  difference  did  exist  in  the  relative  value 
of  the  gold  and  of  the  paper  currencies, 
and  that  nothing  prevented  this  difference 
from  becoming  manifestly  notorious  but 
the  penalties  of  the  law.  (Hear !  hear  !) 
His  Right  Honourable  Friend  had  also 
omitteil  one  very  important  consideration, 
the  undeniable  fact  that  gold  and  paper 
do  not  associate  ;  that  the  gold  has  ac- 
tually disappeared,  and  is  no  longer 
in  circulation.  It  seemed  to  be  forgotten 
that  the  coinage  was  the  King's  assurance 
to  his  subjjpcti-rthat  the  money  was  pf 


standard  value.  The  equivalence,  thero»  V^ 
fore  mentioned  by  his  Right  Honourable 
Friend,  did  not  exist,  and  the  only  point  ]< 
in  dispute  was  a  question  of  fact,  was  the 
Bank  of  England  note  worth  what  it  pur-  ■ 
ported  to  be  in  the  legal  and  current  coin  - 
of  the  kingdom  ?  He  denied  that  it  was,  » 
and  no  illustration  could  more  powerfully  ■ 
demonstrate  this  than  the  reference,  made 
by  a  Right  Hon.  Gent.  (Mr.  Huskisson),  ' 
which  must  be  recollected  by  the  House,  - 
of  the  preferable  value  of  the  light  guinea-'"* 
over  the  guinea  of  sterling  weight.— The  - 
point  might  be  illustrated  in  a  similar  way 
in  the  instance  of  silver.  Since  14th  Geo. 
III.  silver  by  tale  is  not  a  legal  tender 
for  a  sum  not  exceeding  25/.  If  a  debtor 
proposed  to  discharge  a  debt  of  20/.  in 
silver,  he  must  give,  at  the  rate  of  5s.  2d. 
per  ounce,  an  hundred  ounces  of  standard 
silver  ;  26/.  in  bank  notes  would  now 
purchase  eighty-six  ounces  and  a  fraction 
only — he  must  therefore,  in  discharging 
his  debt  iu  standard  silver,  sustain  a 
loss  of  fourteen  ounces.  To  all  these 
reasonings  and  examples  he  must  say 
that  he  had  never  witnessed  the  shadow 
of  an  answer,  and  he  was  convinced  that 
they  were  unanswerable.  The  bank  note 
he  stated  to  be  worth  no  more  at  present 
than  I5s,  \Qd.  He  was  not  now  discussing 
what  was  the  cause,  or  where  was  the 
blame,  but  he  hoped  the  plain  assertion 
he  had  made,  would  be  openly  admitted 
or  openly  denied.  Enough  was  certainly 
proved,  to  impose  on  the  House  the  ne- 
cessity of  probing  the  question  to  the 
bottom.  The  determination  of  the  mea- 
sure of  exchangeable  value,  was  one  of 
the  most  important  institutions  of  civilized 
society.  The  precious  metals,  for  various 
reasons,  had  been  long  selected  as  the 
best  calculated  for  forming  a  fixed  and 
permanent  standard.  In  all  modern  com- 
mercial states  they  had  in  consequence 
formed  the  circulating  medium.  If  then 
it  appeared  ibat  within  a  very  short  time 
the  standard  had  become  deteriorated,  it 
was  impossible  not  to  perceive  the  injury 
that  must  attend  all  contracts  and  fixed 
monied  incomes,  the  loss  to  creditors,  the 
irrecoverable  impoverishment  of  annui- 
tants and  others,  with  the  forfeiture  of  that 
rank  and  station  which  property  confers, 
the  mischief  of  the  public  interest  arising 
from  the  decreasing  value  of  the  taxes^ 
and  a  long  train  of  concomitant  evils. 
One  very  serious  disadvantage  too  must 
arise  from  ihe  public  burdens  appearing 
greater  than  their  real  magnitude,  from 
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th(J  .effect  of  a  depreciation  of  their  real 
amonnt.  Here  was  an  apparent  increase 
of  the  national  expenditure,  without  any 
real  addition  to  tlie  revenue.  In  turning 
their  attention  to  the  most  expedient  re- 
medy for  the  existing  evil,  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  the  Committee  to  ascertain 
its  cause.  All  that  had  been  urged 
by  the  adversaries  of  the  Bullion  Re- 
port in  explanation  of  the  present  phe- 
nomena in  our  currency,  appeared  to  be 
reducible  to  two  points.  It  was  said,  that 
gold  had  experienced  a  rise  in  its  real 
value  from  a  positive  scarcity. — (Hear, 
hear!)  and  it  was  also  stated,  in  the  second 
place,  that  the  unfavourable  exchanges 
had  caused  a  rise  in  iis  price  at  home. 
The  first  opinion  implied,  that  the  demand 
for  gold  had  increased  on  the  Continent 
— the  other  he  held  to  be  a  complete 
fallacy.  The  money  value  of  gold  could 
not  rise  in  this  country.  Its  re.il  price 
was  unquestionably  subject  to  all  the 
variations  arising  from  increased  or  dimi- 
nished supplies;  but  its  standard  value 
as  a  measure  of  exchange,  could  not  pos- 
sibly fluctuate  under  ;.ny  change  of  cir- 
cumstances. In  the  East,  in  some  places, 
salt  was  the  common  measure  of  value,  it 
was  obvious  that  salt  was  an  article  of  which 
the  real  price  must  often  vary  ;  but  used 
as  a  measure  of  value,  it  was  as  immuta- 
ble as  any  other — and  the  apparent  varia- 
tions in  it  as  a  standard,  were  in  fact  varia- 
tions in  the  prices  of  othei*  commodities, 
estimated  by  that  common  measure.  In 
those  countries  where  silver  was  the  stan- 
dard, the  money  price  of  silver  could 
never  vary— and  in  Great  Britain,  where 
gold  constitutes  the  standard,  it  was  im- 
possible that  any  change  could  be  pro- 
duced in  its  value  as  a  measure  in  ex- 
change The  only  eftt-ct  which  could 
therefore  take  place,  by  any  diminution 
of  the  amount  of  the  circulating  medmm 
in  any  country,  must  be  to  make  all  com- 
modities cheap,  and  he  put  it  to  the  House 
whether  any  such  effect  had  happened 
in  this  country.  In  1795,  there  was  a 
scarcity  of  gold  arising  from  the  large 
sums  paid  for  foreign  grain.  In  1796, 
there  was  a  great  demand  for  internal 
purposes,  and  the  practice  of  hoarding  was 
car)ied  to  a  great  extent.  During  the 
whole  of  this  period,  not  the  smallest  rise 
took  place  in  the  market  price  of  gold. 
A  very  small  quantity  only  was  imported 
fVurn  Portugal,  at  4/.  85.  per  oz.  including 
the  exchange  and  freight.  From  1717  to 
i7:^o,  there  was  iio  altjeratioB  in  the  market 


price  of  gold,  as  was  shewn  by  the  very 
valuable  document  on  the  table  from  the 
Mint.  With  respect  to  the  alledged  rise 
on  the  Continent,  he  believed  there  had 
been  some,  but  it  was  extremely  small. 
In  consequence  of  the  excess  of  the  im- 
portation of  silver  above  gold,  it  had  been 
found  necessary  to  alter  the  relative  Mint 
value  of  the  two  metals.  Gold  had  ac- 
cordingly risen  somewhat  as  compared 
with  silver  in  the  states  where  silver  was 
the  measure  of  value.  At  Paris  a  new 
Mint,  had  been  established,  and  the  al- 
teration of  the  relative  value  of  gold  and 
silver  was  adopted  there.  It  amounted  to 
about  4  or  6  per  cent.  By  an  account 
which  he  had  lately  received  of  the  cur- 
rent prices  at  Paris,  dated  l6th  April, 
English  pure  gold  was  worth  3/.  19s.  Qd. 
per  ounce.  At  Hamburgh  the  prices 
nearlj^  corresponded.  At  Amsterdam  the 
English  guinea  sold  for  12  gueldres  and^ 
fi  action — the  bank  note  for  little  more  than 
7,  But  it  was  not  only  the  gold  which 
had  undergone  all  this  variation,  silver  " 
had  experienfeed  the  same.  How  was  this 
to  be  explained  ?  Our  importations  had 
been  lately  unusually  large,  we  supplied 
the  whole  of  Europe,  and  our  export  to 
India  had  been  stopped.  But  the  great 
and  paramount  standard  of  value  was  corn, 
and  he  would  therefore  beg  leave  to  call 
liie  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  rise 
within  the  four  last  years  of  its  average 
prices.  He  proposed,  for  the  sake  of  ac- 
'  uracy,  to  emit  those  years  in  which  any 
extraordinary  scarcity  had  been  felt.  It 
appeared,  in  page  71  of  the  Report,  that 
from  1771  to  1785,  the  average  price  was 
46  shillings  the  quarter  of  wheat.  From 
1786  to  1797  the  entire  average  was  52 
shillings;  but  omitting  1795,and  six  years 
of  peculiar  dearth,  the  average  would  be  47 
shillings  and  two-pence.  Since  1797  a 
very  different  rate  of  increase  would  be 
found  to  have  taken  place.  During  an 
equal  period  of  twelve  years  from  1798  t$ 
1810,  leaving  out  the  two  years  of  dearth, 
1 800  and  ISOl,  the  average  price  of  the 
quarter  of  wheat  was  71*.  (Hear,  hear !) 
and  including  the  years  of  scarcity  79s. 
What  could  furnish  more  palpable  or  in- 
disputable evidence  of  the  fall  in  the  value 
of  the  currency  ? — An  unfavou;able  state 
of  foreign  trade  had  certainly  a  tendency 
to  lower  the  foreign  exchanges,  but  only 
to  a  certain  degree.  Admitting,  which, 
however,  he  knew  was  not  the  case,  that 
the  whole  of  the  depression  of  the  ex- 
changes was  a  real  depression^  he  must 
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yefc  deny  that  it  could  have  the  effect  of 
raising  the  price  of  gold  in  this  country. 
In  the  return  from  the  Mint  of  the  prices 
of  gold  for  the  last  hundred  years,  no  evi- 
dence could  be  discovered  of  the  altera- 
tions of  the  exchange  producing  any  cor- 
responding rise  in  the  prices  of  bullion. 
The  present  stale  of  the  exchange  re- 
quired itself  explanation,  it  was  a  state, 
of  which  no  example  existed,  except  in 
those  periods  when  the  national  cuirency 
had  been  debased.  (Huar  .'  hear  .')  With 
Holland  the  exchange  had  once  fallen  25 
per  cent,  and  it  was  preciitly  under  the 
circumstances  which  he  had'  mentioned. 
He  would  not  at  present  go  into  a  detailed 
examination  of  the  question  relating  to 
the  balance  of  payments.  He  admitted 
that  an  unfavourable  balance  existed,  and 
that  in  tlie  last  year  a  very  enormous  im- 
portation of  grain  had  taken  place,  amouni- 
ing  to  upwards  of  two  millions  of  quarters. 
A  most  important  consideration  seemtd  to 
him  to  grow  cut  of  this  fact,  for  if  by  any 
unforeseen  interruption  of  supplies  from 
the  Continent,  we  should  be  left  with  an 
unsatisfied  demand  of  corn  to  that  amount, 
what  must  be  the  condition  of  the  coun- 
try? It  was  worthy  of  attention,  while 
upon  this  subject,  to  observe  that  in  1793 
an  alteration  was  made  in  the  corn  laws, 
and  a  protecting  price  of  5(is.  was  en- 
acted for  the  home  grower.  In  1804,  it' 
waa  found  necessary  lo  raise  this  protect- 
ing price  to  6Qs.  and  the  same  necessity 
clearly  existed  now  for  a  further  rise  to 
7li.  Tliese  importations  of  grain  must 
be  paid  for  in  some  way ;  and  although 
he  was  disposed  to  allow  that  the  balance 
of  payments  was  against  us,  when  he  con- 
sidered the  great  excess  of  our  exports 
above  our  imports,  as  shewn  by  the 
papers  before  the  Committee,  he  could 
not  believe  that  the  balance  could  be 
very  considerable.  The  official  value  of 
the  imports  in  the  year  ending  5th  Jan., 
1811,  was  30,400,000/.  including  Irish 
manufactures,  and  their  real  value  might 
be  33,000,000/.  The  exports  amounted 
to  more  than  45,000,000/.  leaving  an  ex- 
cess above  the  imports  of  12,000,000/. 
He  was  informed  tbat  the  amount  of 
cotton  cloths  exported  in  the  last  j'ear, 
was  1 8,000,000/.  and  with  the  addition  of 
the  yarn  exported,  made  a  sum  of 
19,400,000/.  thus  furnishing  a  most  tri- 
umphant proof  of  the  impotence  of  the 
enemy's  attempts  to  crush  or  destroy  oyr 
commerce.  Either  it  must  be  shewn  then 
that  our  military  expenditure  is  so  large^ 


as  more  than  to  e(iual  the  excess  arising 
upon  our  exports,  or  the  statements  of  the 
quantity  of  bullion  sent  out  of  the  country 
must  be  incorrect.  He  well  recollected 
when  a  Right  Hnnourable  Gentleman, 
then  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  had  given  a 
Uiost  sanguine  description  of  the  flourish- 
ing and  prosperous  state  of  our  commer- 
cial relations,  he,  at  that  time,  had  ven- 
tured to  express  some  little  distrust  of 
that  statement.  He  was  told,  however, 
tliac  great  as  was  the  foreign  expenditure 
of  the  courwy,  the  extension  of  our  trade 
had  more  than  counterbalanced  it. 
What,  however,  he  must  continue  to.  as- 
sert was,  that  whether  our  foreign  trade 
had  or  had  not  declined,  the  present  state 
of  the  exchanges  coulJ  not  possibly  be 
produced  by  any  such  cause.  That  there 
was  a  necessary  limit  to  the  fall  of  ex- 
change was  a  pr!:i::iple  admitted  by  prac- 
tical men  themselves,  and  might  be  found 
i.j  the  evidence  before  the  Lords'  Com- 
mittee and  the  Committee  in  Ireland. 
It  was  then  stated  that  the  expence  of 
sending  bullion  to  India  was  ten  per 
cent,  and  that  to  no  part  of  Europe  it 
could  exceed  seven.  The  Bullion  Com- 
mittee were  thus  then  compelled  to  resort 
for  a  solution  of  the  difficulty  to  fixed  and 
determined  principles,  since  no  circum- 
stances of  a  partial  or  tempory  nature 
could  be  found  to  explain  it.  The  imme- 
diate inference  was  that  it  originated  in 
the  siate  of  our  domestic  currency.  The 
value  of  a  domestic  currency  might  be 
depreciated  by  debasement  if  it  consisted 
of  the  metals,  by  excess  if  it  consisted  of 
paper.  (Hear!  hear!)  During  the 
whole  of  the  seven  years  vvar  the  value 
of  gold  coia  was  depreciated  by  debase- 
ment n\  relation  to  bullion.  Spain  sup- 
plied at  that  time  the  rest  of  Europe  with 
silver,  and  there  the  relative  value  of 
silver  compared  with  gold  was  one  per 
cent,  lower  than  in  any  other  country* 
A  paper  currency  being  liable  lo  depre- 
ciation only  from  excess,  vvas  perfectly 
secure  so  long  as  its  coif^rtibility  into 
the  precious  metals  was  free  and  unfet- 
tered. Any  accidental  tendency  to  ex- 
cess was  instantly  corrected  by  its  being 
exchangeable  for  gold,  By  this  princi- 
ple the  Bank  had  been  governed  in  their 
issues  before  the  restriction.  That  re- 
striction, by  removing  all  control  on  their 
issues  retnoved  every  limit  to  the  depres- 
sion of  the  foreign  exchanges.  The 
doctrine  of  the  exchange  was  now  a* 
clear  and  indisputable  as  any  questioi)  ift 
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mixed  niathe^iiatics,  and  the  only  means 
of  repelling  its  deiluctious  was  by  the 
production  ©fniutihted  fact?,  and  imper- 
fect statements,  with  the  quotations  of 
parts  of  cases,  the  remainder  being  either 
unknown  or  studiously  concealed.  This 
practice  had  been  pretty  generally 
adopted  out  of  doors  ;  but  at  least  it  was 
incumbent  on  those  who  set  up  their  new 
cases  to  account  for  those  brought  for- 
ward on  the  other  side.  The  alteration  in 
our  currency  had  not  communicated  itself 
to  th6  currencies  of  other  nations.  With 
Portugal  the  exchange  last  year  was  at 
par,  and  in  Portugal  there  was  then  a 
paper  currency  depreciated  '26  per  cent. 
It  was  at  an  open  discount  to  that  amount. 
The  Swedish  exchanges  had  fallen  70  per 
cent.,  for  she,  too,  hf»d  a  paper  currency 
depreciated  to  that  extent.  With  Ame- 
rica the  exchange  had  been  about  11,  and 
was  now  10  per  cent,  against  us.  The 
premium  given  for  an  English  bill  in  the 
West  Indies  had  been  reduced  from  15  to 
5  per  cent,  in  the  East  Indies,  it  was 
about  22  per  cent,  against  us.  The  ex- 
change with  Palermo  and  Lisbon  when 
no  obstruction  exised  (o  our  intercourse, 
was  equally  low.— He  had  likewise  com- 
pared the  exchanges  on  the  Continent. 
Between  Hamburgh,  when  there  was  no 
paper  currency,  and  Vienna,  when  there 
was,  the  difference  was  striking.  The 
par  was  as  lit  guineas  to  200  francs. 
The  exchange  had  risen  against  Vienna 
to  950.  Between  Sweden  and  Hamburgh 
the  par  was  48  stivers  for  a  dollar,  the 
exchange  was  now  136.  Between  Co- 
penhagen and  Hamburgh  the  par  was 
125  rix  dollars  for  300  Banco,  at  Copen- 
hagen they  now  p?id  0  or  700.  In  all 
these  places  there  was  a  depreciated  cur- 
rency.— Between  Paris  and  Hamburgh, 
however,  the  exchange  was  4  per  cent, 
in  favour  of  the  former.  In  the  period 
of  issuing  the  assignats  in  France  the  ex- 
change fell  from  22  progressively  to  17, 
15,  9,  4,  and  nothing.  Every  body  then 
ascribed  this  fall  to  the  depreciation  of 
the  assignats.  No  such  fall  had  ever 
been  experienced  in  Erance  since  the 
famous  Mis.^issipi  scheme  in  1720.  Even 
then,  however,  the  price  of  gold  never 
rose  above  4/.  Is.  6rf.  per  oz.  The  de- 
preciation of  paper  currency  might  pro- 
ceed either  from  an  is!?ue  of  more  than 
the  circulation  could  absorb,  or  by  not 
diminishing  the  issues  according  to  any 
diminution  in  the  ainou!\t  of  the  metallic 
part  of  the  currejicy.     And  here  it  was 
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incumbent  on  him  to  state  that  although 
our  trade  and  commerce  had  been  repre- 
sented as  in  so  crippled  and  unfavourable 
a  state,  the  Bank  so  lar  from  restraining 
their  issues  had  increased  them  by  no 
less  a  sum  than  two  millions  since  the 
publication  of  the  Bullion  Report.  la 
1809,  the  average  amount  of  notes  in  cir- 
culation was  19  millions — in  IS  10,  21 
millions  two  hundred  thousand,  and  for 
the  first  17  days  of  the  present  year, 
twenty-three  millions  and  a  half. — He 
must  term  this  a  most  wanton  and  unne- 
cessary addition  to  the  circulating  me- 
dium of  the  country,  since  he  was  well 
assured  money  had  never  been  more 
plentiful  in  the  market.  The  recent  doc- 
trines and  the  practice  of  the  Bank,  unless 
checked,  must  inevitably  soon  bring  down 
the  most  complete  ruin  in  the  financial 
relations  of  the  country.  The  restriction 
in  1797  certainly  placed  the  Bank  in  a 
novel  situation  ;  but  the  mischief  was  in- 
finitely aggravated  by  its  being  afterwards 
made  a  permanent  war  measure.— In  his 
opinion  it  was  much  more  dangerous  in  a 
time  of  w-ar  than  in  a  time  of  peace.  The 
task  of  ascertaining  the  precise  quantity  of 
circulating  medium  required  by  a  nation, 
was  one  which  no  human  wisdom  could 
perform,  and  could  only  be  properly  re- 
gulated by  the  natural  influx  of  the  pre- 
cious metals.  (Mr.  Horner  then  pro- 
ceeded to  read  extracts  from  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Whitmcre  and  Mr.  Pearse,  the 
late  and  present  Governors  of  the  Bankji 
in  order  to  shew  that  those  Gentlemen 
acted  on  the  erroneous  opinion,  that  the 
issues  of  the  Bank  could  not  be  excessive 
while  confined  to  the  discount  of  mer- 
cantile securities,  and  that  they  had 
contemplated  as  a  possible  event  of  nO 
injurious  tendency,  the  rendering  the 
suspension  of  payments  in  cash  a  perma- 
nent measure.  He  did  not  believe,  how- 
ever, that  all  the  practical  men  had  fallen 
into  this  delusion,  but  that  the  old  capi- 
talists who  had  supported,  in  good  and 
evil  times,  the  commercial  credit  and 
prosperity  of  the  country,  looked  with 
anxiety  for  a  restoration  of  the  ancient 
order  of  things.  Among  men  of  this  de- 
scription who  had  concurred  in  the  con- 
clusions of  the  Committee,  was  one  (Sir 
F.  Baring)  not  less  eminent  for  wealth  than 
for  the  characteristic  enterprize  of  British 
merchants,  but  whose  evidence  on  this 
important  subject  they  were  now  unfor^ 
tunately  prevented  from  obtaining.  With 
respect  to  the  remedy,  he  still  adhered  to 
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his  former  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  fix-  ' 
ing  some  positive  period  at  which  the  Bank 
should  be  compelled  to  resume  their  cash 
payments.  Until  that  was  done,  we 
should  continue  to  pay  one  fourth  more  of 
foreign  expenditure  than  in  a  difterent 
state  of  the  currency.  But  it  was  not  only 
the  disadvantages  under  which  Govern- 
nient  itself  must  labour  in  making  those 
future  exertions  which  might  be  necessary 
in  the  maintenance  of  our  proper  charac- 
ter abroad  that  ought  to  weigh  with  the 
Legislature.  Let  them  also  attend  to  the 
manifest  shame  of  defrauding  the  public 
creditor,  and  of  impoverishing  the  annui- 
tant. Let  them  remember  the  obhgations 
of  public  faith,  the  sanctions  of  parlia- 
mentary virtue,  and  all  those  principles 
on  which  the  industry  of  the  people,  and 
the  confidence  between  man  and  man  so 
essentially  depended.  If  the  restriction 
had  been  necessary  originally  as  a  strong 
but  salutary  medicine  to  a  diseased  state 
of  the  circulation,  it  must  infallibly  prove 
a  poison,  if  the  application  should  be 
continued  long  after  the  disease  had  been 
removed.  He  was  convinced,  that  if  the 
House  should  content  itself  with  a  remon- 
strance on  the  negligence  of  the  Bank 
Directors,  in  not  sufficiently  adverting  to 
the  appearances  in  the  foreign  exchanges 
in  regulating  their  issues,  it  would  not 
have  the  effect  of  checking  the  career 
which  they  were  pursuing,  and  which 
threatened  with  the  most  formidable  con- 
sequence, the  most  substantial  inter- 
ests of  the  empire.  The  Hon.  Gentleman, 
after  a  variety  of  further  observations, 
concluded  a  very  able  speech,  to  which 
the  lateness  has  prevented  us  from  doing 
justice,  by  moving  the  first  of  his  series 
of  Resolutions. 

Mr.  Rose  began  by  complimenting  the 
Honourable  and  Learned  Gentleman  on 
the  remarkable  eloquence  of  his  speech, 
and  on  the  knowledge  he  had  displayed 
of  the  subject,  which  was  infiniiely  su- 
perior to  that  which  was  shewn  in  the 
Report  on  which  his  propositions  were 
founded.  He  differed  entirely,  however, 
from  the  Honourable  and  Learned  Gentle- 
man in  a  variety  of  facts,  and  in  the 
greater  part  of  his  conclusions.  In  liis 
opinion  there  was  no  depreciaiinn  of  the 
circulating  mediu  n  of  i\\h  conutry,  nor 
was  the  present  hijh  jjrice  of  gold  occa- 
tioned  by  an  excessive  ssue  of  the  paper 
of  the  Bank  of  Engl  md.— If  he  had  the 
power  to  go  through  the  I;l«port,  he  had 


no  doubt  be  should  be  able  to  shew  the 
present  Committee  that  never  had  a  more 
fallacious  document  be»n  submitted  to 
their  consideration  by  any  Select  Com- 
mittee of  that  House.  He  should  shew 
that  the  Committee  by  whom  this  Report 
was  framed,  desired  of  the  Bank  what  it 
was  impracticable  for  them  to  comply  with, 
and  what,  if  they  could  comply  with,  it 
would  not  have  the  effect  of  putting  a 
guinea  more  into  circulation.  The  Ho- 
nourable and  Learned  Gentleman  had  be- 
gun by  observing  that  there  were  two  de- 
scriptions of  persons  in  this  country  who 
entertained  very  opposite  opinions  on  the 
subject  of  a  circulating  medium,  one  of 
them  going  the  full  length  of  thinking  that 
there  was  no  occasion  for  any  other  circu- 
lating medium  but  paper,  and  the  other 
going  to  the  opposite  extreme  of  contend- 
ing that  no  other  medium  ought  to  be  em- 
ployed but  gold.  If  there  were  any  such 
persons  in  the  country,  he  (Mr.  Rose) 
was  not  aware  of  their  existence.  H« 
confessed  that  he  was  of  neither  of  these 
two  opiniorrs,  but  inclined  to  a  medium 
between  the  two,  preferring  that  our  issues 
should  be  in  specie,  where  that  could  be 
done  without  danger,  and  that  where 
there  was  a  deficiency  of  specie  that  de* 
ficiency  should  be  supplied  by  paper. 
He  was  satisfied  if  the  measure  recom- 
mended by  the  Hon.  and  Learned  Gentle- 
man was  adopted,  that  we  should  soon 
cease  to  have  the  assistance  of  the  Bank. 
The  Honourable  and  Learned  Gentle- 
man had  said  that  gold  was  at  4/.  \0s.  an 
ounce.  He  (Mr.  Rose)  could  not  con- 
ceive where  he  had  received  this  inform- 
ation, for,  from  the  evidence  on  the  table, 
it  appeared  that,  at  the  time  of  making  the 
Report,  the  price  was  from  Ait.  4s  to  4/. 
5s.  The  Honourable  and  Learned  Gen- 
tleman alledged  thai  there  was  a  depreci- 
ation in  the  value  of  Bank  notes.  For 
every  transaction  in  life,  however.  Bank 
notes  were  equal  to  money  in  every  re- 
spect. That  there  was  a  drain  of  gold  in 
the  year  1797  he  did  not  deny  ;  but  that 
was  the  cause  of  the  suspension.  The  Ho- 
nourable Gentleman  observed,  that  the 
price  of  corn  had  risen  greatly,  but  he 
questioned  much  if  the  rise  was  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  cause  to  which  the  Honour- 
able and  Learned  Gentleman  assigned 
them.  He  thought  the  increase  of  price 
was  rather  to  be  traced  to  the  prices  fixvd 
for  importation.  If  the  rates  at  which 
these  prices  were  fixed  had  had  the  effect 
of  raising  the  rents  generally  througfewut 
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>he  country,  the  landlords  had  not  greatly- 
benefited  by  the  circumstance,  as  every 
thing  else  had  risen  almost  in  an  equal 
degree.  In  this  way  we  must  either 
have  submitted  to  the  diflerence  of  ex- 
change, or  to  the  chance  of  a  scarcity. 
If  there  had  not  been  an  importation  of 
grain,  the  cjuartern  loaf  wouij  have  been 
at  half  a  crown.  lie  him?elf  did  support 
this  system,  and  he  itill  thought  it  right. 
The  Honourable  and  Learned  Gentleman 
had  stated  the  amount  of  the  exports  and 
imports,  and,  from  a  comparison  of  the 
two,  alledged  that  there  was  an  excess  of 
exports  to  the  amount  of  12  millions. 
Nothing,  however,  could  be  more  false. 
On  a  fair  comparison  of  the  two,  the 
balance  would  be  found  to  amount  almost 
to  nothing.  The  exports  of  IS  10,  bow- 
ever,  were  not  to  be  taken  as  the  exports 
of  other  years.  The  Hon.  and  Learned 
Gentleman  had  blamed  him  (Mr.  Rose) 
as  if  he  had  deceived  the  House  with  false 
statements  of  those  exports.  He,  however, 
was  not  liable  for  the  amount  of  our  fo- 
reign expence,  nor  for  the  actual  produce 
of  our  exports. — By  the  present  state  of 
things  they  were  liable  to  great  losses, 
and  to  be  totally  destroyed  by  the  burning 
and  other  decrees  of  the  Tyrant  of  the 
-•vContinent.  It  was  impossible,  therefore, 
to  have  made  an  estimate  of  what  might 
be  the  amount.  The  Honourable  and 
Learned  Gentleman  had  also  referred  to 
the  Portuguese  exchange,  and  to  the 
exchange  of  other  countries.  This,  how- 
ever, had  nothing  to  do  with  our  circu- 
lating paper  here.  The  Portuguese  paper 
had  lately  risen  in  value,  in  consequence 
of  the  French  having  been  driven  out  of 
that  country,  it  having  formerly  been  at 
enormous  discount.  The  Honourable  and 
Learned  Gentleman  brought  in  to  his  aid 
the  opinion  of  the  great  capitalists  of  this 
country.  His  (Mr.  Rosens)  intercourse 
had  been  with  the  great  capitalists,  and 
with  them  only,  and  he  could  take  on 
him  to  assert,  from  every  thing  he  had 
heard  and  conld  learn,  that  not  one  of 
them  agreed  in  the  opinions  of  the  Ho- 
nourable and  Learned  Gentleman,  as  he 
had  expressed  them  to  night.  He  had 
referred  to  a  Gentleman,  who  was  unfor- 
tunately now  no  more  (Sir  F.  Baring). 
That  Gentleman  he  (Mr.  Rose)  had 
known  from  his  earliest  public  life,  and 
there  was  no  man  more  ready  to  declare 
<; /than  he  was  that  a  man  of  higher  honour, 
i^mx  one  who  had  acquired  a  larger  fortune 
rii(9^i^  creditably  to  himself,  never  existed. 


The  opinion  of  that  highly  respectable 
capitalist,  however,  would  not  support 
the  Honourable  and  Learned  Gentleman 
through  the  whole  of  his  doctrine.  That 
Honourable  Baronet  had  declared,  that  in 
the  event  of  such  a  measure  being  resorted 
to,  there  would  be  occasion  of  a  great  in- 
crease of  the  circulating  medium.  As  to 
the  idea  of  the  time  of  war  being  no  less 
favourable  for  the  passing  such  Resolutions 
as  those  proposed  by  the  Honourable  and 
Learned  Gentleman  than  a  time  of  peace, 
he  liad  no  objection  on  this  bead.  Let 
such  circumstances  occur  as  seemed  to 
render  the  measure  practicable,  and  he 
should  think  tlte  period  of  war  or  peace  a 
minor  consideration  ;  no  notice,  however, 
to  the  effect  now  proposed,  he  was  of 
opinion,  ought  to  be  given  by  Parliament 
to  the  Bank,  till  there  was  a  prospect  at 
least  of  the  near  approach  of  such  a  fa- 
vourable crisis. — He  should  proceed  to  the 
Report,  and  should  refer  to  parts  of  it 
which  he  deemed  of  extreme  importance* 
Such  a  train  of  errors  and  mistakes,  froni 
first  to  last,  he  ventured  to  assert,  had 
never  yet  been  exhibited  in  any  docu- 
ment submitted  to  that  House.  He  should 
endeavour  to  point  out  some  of  them> 
beginning  with  the  first  paragraph,  and. 
proceeding  on  to  the  end  ;  and  sbould 
then  ask  of  any  Honourable  Gentleman 
how  the  Committee  could  be  called  on  to 
adopt  any  Resolutions  founded  on  a  Re- 
port so  extremely  fallacious  in  every  re- 
spect ?  The  first  paragraph  in  the  Report 
makes  the  market-price  of  gold,  in  the 
year  1809,  to  be  from  4/.  9^.  to  \l  \2s. 
per  ounce.  Now,  in  the  year  1S09,  thp- 
price  of  gold  paid  at  the  Bank  was  from. 
'M.  195.;  4/.;  4/.  As.  and  4/.  6*.  Qd.  at  the 
highest.  The  Report  goes  on  to  state  the 
price  in  1810  to  be  nearly  the  same, 
namely,  from  4/.  10*.  to  4/.  125.  whereas 
the  price  paid  at  the  Bank  was,  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  year  4/.  5«,  ana  fell  in 
December  to  4/.  2s.  ed.  It  was  to  hini 
perfectly  inconceivable  where  the  autho- 
rity came  from  t©  warrant  these  state- 
ments in  the  Report;  there  was  nothing 
in  the  App^  .dix  which  went  in  the  small- 
est degree  to  support  them.  The  Report 
then  went  on  to  state  a  variety  of  circum- 
stances, suggested  by  all  former  expe- 
rience ;  but  these  he  should  not  dw^U  on. 
It  was  natural  for  Gentlemen  to  be  best 
pleased  with  their  own  reasonings;  and 
from  first  to  the  last  of  those  Gentlemen 
who  bad  written  on  the  subject,  there 
were  sorae  of  thern  who,  differed  &oitt 
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themselves — there  were  none  of  them  who 
did  not  differ  from  each  other.  He  should, 
therefore,  proceed  to  facts.  Oa  looking 
into  the  state  of  our  paper  issues,  and  of 
the  rate  of  our  exchange,  from  the  year 
,f718  down  to  the  year  1797,  our  paper 
bad  been  increasing  from  one  miUion  to 
12  millions,  and  the  rate  of  c-xchangc  was 
at  12  percent.  In  July  1800  our  paper 
amounted  to  14  millions,  ;ind  there  vvas  a 
rlse.of  15  per  cent,  on  the  exchange.  In 
1800,  the  price  of  gold  foil  four  shillings 
per  ounce,  notwithstanding  there  was  a 
coinage  of  4'  millions  of  foreign  gold,  and 
the  exclrange  fell  15  per  cent,  These 
were  facts  whicli  put  at  a  distance  all  the 
theory  now  held  on  the  subject.  So  the 
increase  of  the  bank  paper,  it  appeared, 
had  no  effect  on  the  rate  of  exchange. 
The  issue  of  paper  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it,  and  the  alteration  in  the  rate  of  ex- 
change arose  from  circumstances  uncon- 
nected with  any  extraordinary  issue  of 
bank  paper.  By  the  addition  of  1 1  rnil- 
lions  to  the  bank  isaues,  no  effect  had  been 
produced  on  the  rate  of  exchange,  which 
was  oftfn  favourable;  and  no  advance 
had  thert^by  been  made  on  the  price  of 
gold.  The  unfavourable  state  of  exchange, 
so  far  as  regarded!  this  country  at  present, 
and  the  advance  in  tS»e  price  of  gold, 
were  aitiibutaltle  to  a  variety  of  other  and 
different  causes  from  those  to  which  it  had 
been  attri  tuted  by  iTie  Hon.  and  Learned 
Gentleiiuto.  We  were  now  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent siiuatioa  from  that  in  which  we 
Were  last  \'?iar.  The  situation  of  the  Con- 
tineht,  and  the  risks  and  means  of  export- 
ing articles  to  it  were  ditiercnt.  Formerly 
#hen  a  merchant  sent  a  cargo  thither,  he 
cbtild  draw  at  on';^  tor  part  of  the  pries. 
Now  ihe  onty  mode  of  proceeding  w;is  to 
send  if  rotind  in  a  circuir;  and  if  a  bank- 
ruptcy took  place  among  any  of  the  vari- 
ous hands  throuq:!i  which  the  cargo  itself, 
or  the  proceeds  of  it  must"' naturally  pass, 
the  party  here  must  sustain  the  loss  thence 
atisinq-.  Be><i'les  this,  there Were  a  variety 
of  other  cau'-es  which  contributed  to  the 
same  end.  The  foreign  expeditions  which 
VTe  were  obliged  to  undertake  had  turned 
the  balance  against  us.  Last  year,  the 
rfloney  sent  abroad  on  thi:*  accoujit  could 
riot  be  !e=;-<  than  1 1  millions  ;  for  corn  about 
8'tnillionsj  foreign  trade  5f  millions,  with 
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some  trifles,  amounting  in  the  wholfe   to 
about  25  millions,  and  a  considerable  part 
of  it  was  gold.     In  page  4  of  the  Report, 
there  was   another  erroneous  view  bf  the 
cause  of  tile  dearness  of  gold,  as  arising 
from  its  scarcitj''.     Mr.  Merle,  the  person 
oti  whose  testimony  this  partof  the  Report 
is  founded,  having   spoken   only  of  the 
home  market  ;  and  Mr.  Goldsmid,  in  his 
evidence,  sta'ing  that  the  home  market 
was    riot   even  as   the   twentieth  of    the 
whole.     In   the  next   page,,    the    Report 
went  on  to  state  the  rise  in  all  other  cojn- 
moditics,  and   that  gold   had  only  risen 
with  them.     The  price  of  all  other  articles 
had  doubled,  and   it  continued    uniform; 
and  yet  the  Report  told  them  that  it  had 
risen  along  v.iih  them.     He  believed  that 
the  prices  of  commodities  in  everj'^  other 
country  had  risen  in  the  same  proportion. 
In  page  7  of  the  Report,  reference  was 
made  to  the  evidence  of  the  same  respec- 
table character  to  whom  he  had  already 
alluJed    (Sir  F.- Baring),  as  proving  that 
there  had   never,  at   any  former  period, 
been  a  great  scarcity  of  goi(J,  or  ah}'  mea-. 
sures  taken  to  prevejit  a  drain  of  the  gold' 
coin  out  of  the  country.     In  the  time  of 
the  Araerican  vVar,  however,  when  Lord 
Lansdcvvne  was  in  office,  and  gir  F.  Bar- 
ing had  the  whole  management  of  money 
concerns  between  this  Country  and  Ame- 
rica, he  recollected   to  have  had  frequent 
cbnversatiojis  with  him  on  the  best  mode 
of  preventing  gold  from'  htjing  wilhdrawrt 
out  of  the  country';    and   he  (Mr.  Rose), 
in  const?quence  of  these  communications, 
wrote  to  the  Custom-house,  ciliiug  upon 
them  to  prevent  coin  from   bciiig  canied 
out  of  the  country,  thereby  to  take  care 
that  a  drain  should  not  take  place.    Look- 
ing back  to  the  evidence  of  Sir  F.  Baring, 
he  observed  that  the  whole  of  it  went  to 
this,  jhat  there  never  w^as,  at  any  former 
time  in   this  country,   a  want  of  Bullion. 
If  the  Honourable  Bamnet,  however,  was 
mistaken   in  this  resp.^ct,  this  must  cease 
to   avail    the    Honouraliie    and    Learned 
Gentleman    as   an   opmion'on    which    to 
ground  that  part  of  the  Report,  and  of  his 
own  argiiriient.     The  Honourable  Baronet, 
however,  did  admit  in  his  evidence  that 
there  must  be  a  representative  of  the  cir- 
culating medium,  in  some  shape-or  other, 
equal  to  the  demand. 

(To  be  continued.)    > 
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"  IT  was  an  o!>servation,  long  ago,  by  Tluicydides,  that  men  are  much  mure  passionate  for  INJUS- 
"  TICE  than  for  VIOLENCE  ;  because,  says  he,  the  one,  coming  as  from  an  .equul,  seems  rapine; 
*'  wlieii,  the  other,  pioeeediug  from  one  .stronger,  is  but  itie  effect  of  necesbity." Clarendon. 

*  i«^5] . . [  1  l^G 

lajid.  As  to  what  i.s  passing  in  Spain  and. 
Portugal,  those  must  be  little  better  than 
beasts,  mere  senseless  beasts,  beasts  of 
burden,  who  cr.n  look  upon  these  wars  as 
of  any  consequence  at  all,  when  compared 
with  transactions  like  that,  wliich  we  are 

now  about  to  put  upon  record, The 

/f'/Hc  was  the  9ih  instant;  p/cce  Westmin- 
ster  Hall,   to   which  place   Drakard   had 
been  commanded  to  come  up  to  be  judged. 
The  Report,  which  I  take  trom  the 


SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 
Libel. Flogging 

KAED. 


SOLBIEKS. DrA- 

The  reader  has  been  before  in- 


formed about  the  publicauon,  (respect- 
ing the  Flogging  of  SoLoiEUi)  in  the 
Stamfoud  News,  which  was  prosecuted, 
by  an  Ex  Officio  Information,  and  of 
which  the  printer,  Mr.  Drakaud,  was, 
some  little  time  ago,  found  Guilty,  at 
Lincoln,  by  a  Jury  of  the  county  of  Lin- 
coln, Judge  Wood  being  the  Judge. 


We  have  now  to  see  what  pas.scd,  wh^n 
Mr.  Drakard  was  brought  up  to  the 
King's  Bench  Court  to  receive  judgment. 

He   put   in   an   affidavit,   in    which, 

amongst  other  ihing-s,  he  swore,  that  be 
had  always  been  a  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subject,  and  hdd  always  been  niostdevoutly 
attached  to  the  consiituiion ;  as  proofs  of 
which  he  cited,  auiungst  other  things, 
that  he  had,  upon  a  certain  occasion, 
amimadvcried  wiih  severity  on  the  conduct  and 
character  of  Buonaparte   and    EXPOSED 

his  TYRANNY  and  OPPRESSION. 

Poor  soul  !  And,  he  thought  this  would 
save  him,  did  he!  Pour  lambkin;  how 
innocent  he  must  be  ! Bat,  this  exhi- 
bition is  too  curious  to  be  let  pass  without 
full  notice.  It  is  a  thing  that  will  live 
for  a  great  while.  The  times  will  come, 
when  all  these  transactions  will  be  looked 
back  to,  and  become  objec  s  of  nice  exa- 
mination. Therefore,  v,e  must  neglect  no 
opportunity  of  putting  them  upon  record, 
and  in  such  a  vvay,  tco,  as  that  they  may 
be  completelj'  understood.  To  this  end, 
I  will  here  insert  the  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, upon  this  occasion,  as  far  as  I 
conveniently  can  ;  and,  when  I  liave  so 
done,  1  will  olTer  some  remarks  thereon. 
First  we  have  the  suhslance  of  the 
Affidavit  of  Mr.  Drakaud  ;  next  of  the 
speech  of  his  advocate,  Mr.  Brougham  ; 
next  of  the  speech  (in  answei)  of  the  At- 
torney General,  Sir  Vicary  Giniis;  and, 
last  of  allj  the   laconic  command  of  the 

Judge The    reader  will,   I  hope,   go 

through  the  whole  with  attention.  Next 
to  that  of  the  paper -money  it  is  the  subject 
the  pjost  iiuportant  to  the  people  of  Eng- 


CouRiER  news- paper,  is  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing words. "  The  defendant  put  ia 

"  att  affidavit,  slating  that  he  was  the 
"  printer  and  proprietor  of  the  Stamford 
"  News,  but  that  he  was  not  the  editor, 
"  though  he  wa.s  in  the  habit  of  exercising 
"  a  controul  over  the  articles  published  in 
"  his  paper;  that  he  had  ever  supported 
''  the  character  of  a  man  of  the  strictest 
"  FIDELITY  TO  THE  LAW,  and  LOY- 
"  ALTY  TO  HIS  KING  ;  that  he  had, 
"  given  publication  to  the  article  in  ques- 
"  tion  without  any  wish  or  intention  to 
"  create  disaffection  in  the  soldiery  ;  that 
"  he  meant  only  to  publi.<h  an  exposition 
"  of  che  consequences  arising  from  the 
"  practice  of  flogging  in  the  army,  as  in- 
"  jurions  to  the  tecling  and  character  of  a 
"  soldier ;  and  he  considered  it  a  topic 
"  into  the  discussion  of  which  he  might 
"  fairly  and  freely  entr-r ;  that  he  had 
"  always  been  ATTACHED  TO  THE 
"  CONSTITUTION  AND  GOVERN- 
"MENT  OF  THE  COUNTRY";  and 
"  that,  only  eight  months  before,  an  arti- 
"  ticie  had  appeared  in  his  paper  written 
"  by  the  eel  1 '.or,  who  was  the  author  of  ihe 
"  libel  complained  of,  in  which  he  ANI- 
"MADVEliTED  WIVH  SEVERITY 
"  UPON  THE  CONDUCT  AND  CHA- 
"  RACIJLR  OF  BUONAPARTE,  AND 
"  EXPOSED  HIS  TYRANNY"  ANB 
«  OPPRESSION;  [the  article  wa^  quoted 
"  at  length  in  the  affidavit] ;  that  upon 
"  various  occasions  he  had  published  ar- 
"  tides  tending  to  uphold  and  mamtain 
"  the  government  of  the  country  ;  that 
"  thosH,  were  the  true  sentiments  and  feeU 
"  ings  of  his  mind,  and  that  he  thought 
."  himself  at  all  times  at  liberty  to  express 
2  R 
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«  them ;  that  he  had  been  charged  with 
•'  publishing  this  libel  at  a  fim«  when  a 
"  corps  of  local  militia  was  colli'cted  in  the 
"  town  of  Stamford;  but  he  denied  most 
"  positively  any  such  feet,  for  he  haa 
*'  cautiously  refrained  from  publishing  it 
"  until  a  regiment  of  such  local  militia, 
"  which  had  been  in  Stamford,  was  dis- 
♦*  banded  ;  that  he  felt  it  a  public  duty  to 
"  animadvert  on  the,  system  of  punish- 
"  meat ;  that  he  had  never  been  in  the 
"  habit  of  pablishing  libels;  that  upon  (he 
"  queatioit  of  Pariiamaitari/  Privilege,  al- 
"  though  he  adraireu  tiie  principles  and 
*<  conduct  of  Sir  Francis.  iJuidett,  he  yet 
"  took  that  part  which  at  the  time  was 
«  unpopular,  AND  LEFl"  HIiVISELF 
«OPEN  TO  THE  FURY  OF  TBE 
**  MOB  ;  that  he  had  ever  entertained 
-'"aKd  upheld  the  principle,  that  THE 
"KING  CAN  DO  NO  WRONG;  and 
**  that  he  vtas  in  every  respect  a  dutijitl  and 

"  loyal  sulject." -Good  soul!     And,  so 

he  was  a  supporter  cf  the  "  Parliai7itntaiy 
•'Privilege,"  was  he?  He  approved,  then, 
of  the  sending  of  Mr.  Gale  Jones  to  jail  by 
•A  vote  of  the  House  of  Ccmnjons,  without 
any  trial  at  all  r     Gluoh  good    mpy  it  do 

him  !- Eutj  let  us  proceed.   The  speech 

of  his  advocate  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 

quite   equal   to  the   Affidavit. "Mr. 

"  BuouGHAM  set  out  with  saying,  thai, 
**  after  tile  verdict,  he  was  liOUND  to 
«*  say  that  his  cli-nt  was  GUILTY  ; 
"that  he  was  further  BOUND  to  consider 
"the  publication  as  a  LIBEL;  and,  that 
"he  was  also  BOUND  to  consider  the 
-"  INTENTION,  with  which  it  was  pub- 
"  lished,  as  not  only  not  justifiiihic-,  but 
"  HIGHLY  CRIMINAL.'^  After  this  he 
said  a  great  deal  m  order  to  soften  the 
sentence ;  and;  "  amongst  other  things, 
"  he  said  that  it  was  a  JUST  remark, 
**  that  there  were,  in  this  country,  v;Iiol(i- 
*'  sale  dealers  in  libtl,  men  vviio  made  a 
"  (rnde  of  injuring  the  constitution,  or  of 
<' insulting  private  feeling;  but  that  his 
"  ciifeiit  was  not  one  cf  that  number.  He 
"  said,  that,  upon  the  (juestioii  of  Parlia- 
<'  mentari/  Privilege  his  client  opposed  him- 
"  self  to  the  opinion  of  the  public  (if  ever 
"'  the  ?nuhilads  can  be  said  to  have  AJNY 
«  OPINION),  to  the  OUT-CRY  rather  of 
"  the  multitude,  and  thereby  exposed  him- 
"  self  to  (ke  summary  justice  of  the  MOB. 
*'  He  said  that  his  client  not  only  was  en- 
"  atnoured  of  the  Constitution  himself,  but 
"  constantly  laboured  to  impress  upon  his 
«  readers  his  sense  of  its  PECULIAR 
f'  BLESSIi\GS;  aud  that,  amongst  those 


"  blessings,  if  any  one  stood  eminently 
"  above  all  others,  it  is  that  which  hn.H 
"  NEVER  BEEN  ASSAILED  :  the  Adr 
"  ministration  of  Justice,  which,  as  POWER 
"  HAS  NEVER  REACHUD,  so  slan- 
"  der  had  never  touched/' — i — The  At- 
TORNEV  General  said,  that  the  meagre 
passages  quoted  in  behalf  of  the  defendant 
made  nothing  at  all  in  his  "  favour,  and 
''  that  they  appeared  to  have  been  con- 
"  trived  for  tlie  purpose  of  introducing  a 
"  sarca!:ijt,  in  which,"  said  he,  "  the  writer 
"  tells  us,  that  there  is  not  quite  so  mach 
"liberty  in  Franco  as  there  is  in  England. 
"  But,"  added  he,  "  what  have  I,  in  ad- 
"  dressing  you  upon  tire  measure  of  pu* 
"  nishmcnt  to  be  inflicted  upon  the  de- 
"  fendaui,  to  do  witii  these  loose  obser- 
"  vations  scattered  over  the  paper/or  the 
"  purpose  only  of  being  used  as  they  (nx  vscd 
"to-day?  But  if  tise  diifeudaiit  had  uo 
"  such  studied  purpose  ;  suppose  he  dis» 
"  approves  of  particulars  in  Buonaparte's 
"  conduct ;  suppose  he  allows  us  some  be^ 
"  nefus  v»hich  Buoiiaparte's  government  is 
"  without;  iii  it  the  w'ishes  the  defendant 
"  entertains  towards  France  that  is  the 
'•■  present  consideration,  or  what  he  haa 
"  done  toivards  England  ?  What  is  the  im* 
"  putation  upon  hint  ?  That  he  has  pub* 
"  iisbed  an  article  for  the  purpose  of  ex*- 
"  citing  disgust  against  the  army,  and  pre- 
"  venitng  the  pcpidace  from  entering  it. 
"  Whose  proviiice  was  to  decide  upon  this 
"  article?  Ti;e  jury's;  and  I  have  only 
"one  word  to  answer  to  all  my  learned 
"  friend's  observations,  that  the  defendant 
"  has  b^'en  found  guilty.  In  considerin;^ 
"  the  design  of  this  libel,  will  your  lord- 
"  shipjj  be  called  otT  to  other  papers,  in 
"  which  Buon.iparte  is  treated  with  cen<- 
"  sure  ?  ii.tve  your  lordships  avy  thing  to 
"  do  with  this  ?  At  one  time,  it  may  an- 
"  swer  the  dtfendant's  purpose  to  abuse  the 
"  French  systems;  but  is  it  only  when  they 
"  are' bruugiit  into  comparison  with  the 
"  English  that  they  are  to  be  commend- 
"  ed  ?  Because  that  was  the  only  lime 
'<  when  preference  was  given  to  France, 
"  is  tlie  defendant's  crime  the  less  ?  Your 
"  lordships  will  look  to  that  upon  which 
"  only  you  can  form  a  judgment  of  his 
"  puiiishment ;  the  tendency  and  design  of 
"  the  writer,  not  what  on  other  occasions 
"  he  has  said  when  treating  of  other  suh- 
"  jects.  Your  lordships  have  not  to  decide 
"  whether  he  has  acted  laudably  or  other- 
"  wise  in  exposing  himself  to  the  summary 
"  justice  of  the  mob,  by  not  taking  the 
"  popular  «idtt  oa  another  question.     / 
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is  a  million  times  more  important  fo  us, 


"  don't  hdlere  he  would  have  been  in  any  dan- 
**  ger  ;uov  if  I  rlid,  fchouiti  I  brive  called 
"  such  dahgcvjiisl'cc.  Your  lordships  vcill 
"  not  decide  vvitlva  view  to  that,  but  fo  the 
"■  publicaiitin  before  you.  What  is  its 
"^  tejidesK-y  ?  Is  iitire  any  thifur  like  lair 
"  reasoning  in  Jhe  libel  addressed  to  those 
"  who«e<]uty  it  is  to  give  their  Tree  opinion 
'' upon  the  subject?  No;  it  is  only  cal- 
""  culated  to  inflarae ;  it  is  fidi  cf  aggra- 
"  vated  statements  of  t!^  hard.shi|,.4  to 
'*  which  solciiers  are  exposed,  with  a  stu- 
"  died  comparison  between  ourser\'ice  and 
*'  the  French  ;  and  the  preference  given,  not 
"  by  ia?plicaticu,  but  in  tsrms,  to  the  lat- 
*'  tcr.  is  tl>at  the  language  of  a  cool 
**  reasoner  on  a  system?  To  whose  un- 
*'  derstanding  is  the  libel  addressed  ? 
"  Look  at  the  cases  which  it  puts  ;  look 
"  at  its  taunts,  its  contempt  of  superiors. 
'*  Why  is  the  case  of  J,  Chinnery  put, 
'•'  which  is  probably  the  case  of  a  great 
"  many  fc?:posen  to  this  pnnishoieat  ?  Why 
■"is  it  siiited  that  be  was  subjected  by 
*•■  violence  to  military  discipline?  Why, 
"  that  he  waukl  rather  prefer  hay-mak- 
"  iwif  than  avnas  es  a  professioa  r  Why 
"that  he  comniited  his  otience  in  a 
*'  mi^raeat  of  drunkenness  ?  Why  is  that 
"  oifeaoe  stated  to  be  the  d!Sobedi<?nce  of 
*'-  the  orders  of  a  superior  officer,  whom 
"he  saw  in  a  very  difierent  sittjatioii  in 
''  the  morniijg  ?  Why  i&obedience  always 
*'  subjected  to  ridicule  ?  Is  that  fair  dis- 
*<  cussiuu  ?  Is  not  an  attempt  to  inflame 
"  the  minds  of  the  common  people,  to 
"  render  them  dispirited  and  disallected, 
*f  and  to  prevent  them  from  enterirtg  into 
"  the  military  service  ?  Is  not  that  the  ob- 
".  vious  tendency  of  every  line  of  the  libel ; 
"  and  will  your  lordships  be  misled,  by  be- 
"  mg  told,  tiiat  in  other  publications  of  the 
"  saaie  author,  theve  wa?  to  be  found  an 
'•'abhorrence  of  Buonaparte'' s  conduct  ? 
'•These  are  considerations  sureiy  dessrving 
sff  r/eight.  I  am  not  demaus  of  prssjing 
.«  severity  beyond  its  mea^nrc ;  I  would  not 
"  stir  a  siugle-slep.  further  than  the  safei^-  of 
"tkg  ptihlic  requires*  But  as  far  as  the 
"  good  requi.'es  thatsuckpab'ications shall 
"  be  psevenied  ;  so  far^  and  no  fiarfcher,  do 
"I  desjre  lo^  {finish  the  present  defendant." 

m^ LoK.D  .  EtiiENBOBOUGR.  —  "  Let  the 

"  dele»daot.  be  coniHjitted  to  the  custody 
«  of  the  Marshal  of  the  Mamhalsea,  and 
'*  brought  up  tQ  repeive  the  judgment  of 
«  the  court  (^  Friday,  tlje:  2iih.  instant." 
tTT-rrNow,  read fej^  I  hope  that  you  have 
gone  througjj  all  this  carefully  ;  for  as  I 
said  b^is,  yaft  may  be  »g9vir^^  that  it 


than  aie  all  the  sieges  and  battles  and  vic- 
tories and  conquests  of  General  Grahatu 

and  Lord  Talavera. This  is  oiirozvn  coa- 

cern.  Itcotiiestoour  very  doors.  It  touches 
our  parses,  our  liberty,  and  our  lives  ;  and, 
in  comparison  to  these,  what  are  foreign 
wars  ?  'What  are  the  causes  of  Ferdinand 
and  the  Qneen  of  Portugal  or  that  of  the 
Ki/ig  of  Sicily? — This  is  a  matter  that 
really  concerns  u;5  ;  and,  agarin  and  again 
I  say,  that,  while  he  has  a  subject  like  this 
before  him,  that  Englishman  must  be  little 
better  than  a  bn.Ue  beast,  who  can  suil'er 
himself  to  be  amused  with  what  is  passing 

in  Spain,   Portugal,   or   the    Baltic. 1 

cannot  h$lp  pressing  this  upon  the  reader; 
for,  if  weiookintohistory,weshall  find  how 
fatal  it  has  been  to  England,  when  the  peo- 
ple have  been  amused  with  foreign  objects 
to  the  neglect  of  what  was  passing  at  home. 

1  was  eager  to  finish  my  letters  upon  the 

Paper  Money,  and  had  nearly  prepared  the 
24th  for  insertion  here;  but,  this  subject  drew 
me  away  from  it  in  spite  of  myself;  ahd 
I  shall  now  oilier  such  remarks  upon  the 
proceedings  as  they  appear  to  rae  to  call 

for. Upon    Mr.    Drakaed's    affidavit 

there  is  not  much  to  say.  His  censure  of 
Napoleon,  and  his  endeavours  to  expase 
what  he  calls  his  tyranny  and  oppression, 
were,  it  seems,  very  meritorious  in  his 
Q;vn  eyes  ;  but,  the  Attorney  General  told 
him,  we  see,  that  that  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  matter  before  the  court ;  and  he 
further  observed,  that  such  passages  might 
have  been  written  and  published  with  the 
view  of  their  being  at  hand  to  be  brought 
fonvard  upon  such  occasions  as  this  !  H.ere 
was  tvhat  Mr.  Drakard  did  not,  in  all  hu- 
man probability,  expect. —Besides,  said 

Mr.  Attouney,  it  may  sometimes  suit  tita 
dcfmd^mt^ s /purpose  to  abuse  the  French  go- 
vernment. Very  much  deceived,  indeed, 
tl,en,  was  Mr.  Drakard  in  supposing, 
that  his  abuse  of  the  French  govern- 
ment would  stand  him  in  much  stead.  He 
Httie  expected,  that  his  conduct  wouid 
have  met  with  this  kind  of  eriticisra.  He 
now  sees,  that  there  are  more  ways  than 
one  of  looking  at  a  matter. — — Besides, 
\va3  it  not  adittle  ill-ad*'ised  to  come  into 
court  imd  make  a  merit  of  having  abused 
Buonaparte,  when  it  must  be  in  the  recol- 
lection of  every  man,  that,  in  this  same 
court,  and  before  this  same  Judge,  Mr. 
Peltier  was,  up'-^^Ji  an  Ex-Officio  Informa- 
ticn  of  Mr.  Perc«\-al.  convicted  of  a  libel 
for  having  abrtsed  this  same  Buonaparte  ?  1 
ask,  whether  uader  such  circftfliBtances 
2  Ui 
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it  wa«  nwt  father  ill-advisetl  to  come  into 
court  aiKl  make  a  merit  of  having  abused 
Buonaparte;  make  a  merit  of  having  ac- 
cused ilim  of  (j/r««ffj' and  o/)/>rcss20K  ?  Upon 
that  trial,  this  same  judge  said,  in  iiis 
charge  to  the  jury  :  "  I  lay  it  down  as  law 
"that  any  publication  which  tends  to  de- 
*'  grade,  revile,  and  defame  persons  in  con- 
"  siderable  situations  of  power  and  dignity  in 
"foreign  countries  may  be  taken  to  be 
"and  treated  as  a  libel;  and  particularly 
'f  where  it  had  a  tendency  to  interrupt 
"  the  amity  and  peace  between  the  two 
"  countries,"  He  said  fu^  ther  on,  that  he 
was  sure  that  "  no  memory  of  past,  or  ex- 
**  pectation  o?  future  injury,  would  warp 
"  them  from  the  even  course  of  justice ;" 
and  he  concluded  in  these  remarkable 
words :— — "  I  trust  your  verdict  will 
*f  strengthen  <Ae  re/«/io?zs  by  which  the  in- 
*•*  terests  of  this  country  are  connected 
"with  those  of  France,"  (where  Buona- 
parte was  then  Tir^t  Consul),  "  and  that 
"  it  will  illustrate  and  juslifj',  in  every  • 
"  quarter  of  the  world,  the  conviction,  that 
**  has  been  long  and  universally  entertain- 
"  ed,  oHhe vnsuilied purity  of  British  Judi^ 
'*  cature,  and  of  the  ir,}partuUity  by  which 
**  their  decisions  are  uniformly  governed." 

We  will  not  stop  here  to  ask  how   it 

is  that  the  MoawiNG  Post  and  the  Cou- 
MfiR  now  find  courage  to  accuse  the  same 
Buonaparte  of  boasting  of  unnatural 
crimes ;  how  it  is  they  find  courage  to 
call  his  son  a  bastard  and  liis  Empress  a 
w— — '.  We  Will  speak  of  that  matter 
another  lime.  But,  surely  it  was  a  little 
awkward  to  -make  a  merit,  in  this  same 
cooft,  before  this  same  judge,  of  having 
abused  this  same  Buonaparte.  It  was, 
Jiowever,  a  curious  thing  to  see  the  expe- 
dient resorted  to ;  and  I  beg  my  readers 

to  bear  it  in  mind, Mr.  Drakard  swore 

it  seems,  that  he  took  the  part  of  the 
•House  of  Cenunons  against  JSut  Fuancis 
BiJRDETT.  Now,  if  he  did  this  from  a 
sincere  conviction,  that  Englishmen  are 
and  ought  to  be  liable  to  be  sent  to  jail, 
and  to  any  jail,  and  to  be  kept  ihtre 
during  the  pleasure  of  those  who  scud  ihcin, 
withe  i.t  any  oath  made  against  them,  and 
ydiiOut  ever  being  brought  to  trial  from 
first  to  last  J  if  this  be  the  real  opinion  of 
Mr.  DftAKAKD,  if  this  be  one  of  those  "  pe- 
*'  culiar  blessings  of  the  constitution," 
which  he  so  "  constantly  laboured"  to 
impress  jpon  t^e  minds  of  his  readers  ; 
*^,lUX£.-4il4^*^=*"^^<^^'^  3^y  ^s,  that  he  is  a 
)f;ji)inKing  roust  be  ex- 
It  to  his  preiseat  cir- 


cumstances; for,  I  can  hardly  believe 
him  to  be  so  unjust  as  to  feel  any  very 
strong  objection  to  be  made  subject,  after 
a  trial,  to  what  Mr.  Gale  Jones  suffered 
without  any  trial  at  all.  Oh,  no!  he 
must  be  quite  comfortable  in  that  respect; 
and  will,  at  any  rate,  let  what  will  be  his 
fate,  have  the  satisfaction  of  reflecting, 
that  he  has  done  all  that  lay  in  his  power 
in  support  of  those  "  peculiar  blessings  of 
"  the  constitution,"  in  the  inculcation  of 
which  his  advocate  declared  him  to  have 
constantly  laboured,  having  now,  at  last, 
made  his  public  protest,  apon  oath,  against 
the  Burdettite  mob,  and  liaving  done  all 
that  lay  in  his  p'iwer  to  excite  a  preju- 
dice against  a  cause  which  Sir  Francis 
BuRDETT  is,  at  this  hour,  bringing  into  the 
same  court  where  this  protest  was  made. 

But  he  swore, too,  it  seems,  that  he  had 

"  always  upheld  the  principle,  that  the  King 

"can  do  no  wrong." Well!    and  what 

of  that  ? -What  of  that !   Who  attempts 

to  uphold  any  other  doctrine  ?  Why 
raemion  this  ?  Why  siveur  any  $uch 
thing  ?>  What  had  this  to  do  with  your 
article  about  the  flogging  of  Local  mditia 
men?  There  was  nobody  that  charged 
you  with  accusing  the  King  ofthat.  This 
seems  to  have  had  no  connection  at  all 
with  the  matter;  and  why  it  was  intro- 
duced   I    cannot   iniagine. We  novr 

come  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Brougham,' 
which  is  full  of  irtteresting  topics. — '■ — A« 
to  Mr.  Brouch.^.m's  bting  bound  to  say 
that  his  client  was  guilty,  and  further 
bound  to  say,  that  hhintention  was  not  only 
not  justifiable,  but  •'  highly  crirninal ;"  as 
to  tliis  part  of  the  Learned  Friend's  speech, 
Mr.  Drakard  must  be  the  best  judge,  as 
he  must  know  best  what  he  teed  Mr* 
Brougham  to  suy  ;  but,  as  far  as  I  can 
fui^iu  an  opinion  upoii  the  matter,  I 
would  rather  [;uve  left  it  to  be  said  by 
Mfi.  Attouney,  who  would  not  be  likely 
to  fail  in  the  peiforntance,  and  who  would 
do  it  without  any  fee   from  the  "  highly 

"  criminal"  pai  ty. But,  with  another 

part  of  the  reported  s{)eech  of  Mr. 
Brougham  we  have  more  to  do.  He  is 
stated  to  have  said  :  It  was  a  just  remark, 
that  there  were  wholesale  dealers  in  libel 
in  this  country,  who  made  a  trade  of  in- 
juring the  constitution.— — Who  ai-e  these, 
Mr.  Broucham  ?  Name  them.  Are  there 
men  of  no  other  calling,  who  make  a 
TKADE  (aye,  and  a  most  vile  trade  too) 
of  injuring  the  constitution  ?  Are  there  no 
sec  of  ptrsonS;^^hi(ik  you,  ten  mil  lion  times 
more  base  ihao,  the  basest,  pf  tbe  aews^ 
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paper  proprietors  of  the  present  day  ? 
Answer  me  that.  Sir.  The  very  basest  of 
the  periodical  publications  that  I  know  of 
is  the  Edinburgh  Reviev:,  notwitl^sJanding 
it  sometimes  contains  excellent  articles; 
for,  you  see  through  all  its  pages,  an 
uniform  design,  on  the  part  of  the  writers, 
to  get  into  place ;  that  is  to  say,  to  get  to 
pocketing  of  the  public  money  ;  to  live 
upon  the  labour  of  the  people  of  England ; 
to  fatten  upon  the  cowardice  and  credulity 
of  the  nation.  But,  even  these  men  are 
,by  no  means  the  basest  description  of  per- 
sons in  the  kingdom  ;  there  is  one  desci  ip- 
tion  a  great  deal  more  base  ;  and,  never 
will  there  be  good  times  in  England,  till 
that  description  of  men  are  greatly  dimi- 
nished in  number. ——Mr.  Brougham 
seems  to  think  that  there  is  room  for  a 
doubt,  whether  the  multitude,  who  were 
for  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  could  have  any 
opinion;  and  he  talks  about  the  summary 
justice  of  the  mob  in  the  snme  style  that 
his  client  swears  about  it.  But,  what  had 
this  to  do  with  the  matter  ?  And  why 
did  he  not  tell  us  his  reason  for  supposing, 
that  his  client  was  exposed  to  the  summary 
justice  of  the  mob.  Was  he  touched  by 
them?  Did  thej''  attack  him  upon  any 
occasion  ?  This  is,  then,  a  pretty  story  to 
hatch  up,  that  he  was  exposed  to  the  rage 
of  a  Burdettite  mob,  and  has  that  to  plead 
as  a  set-off  for  his  "  highly  criminal  inten- 
tion" in  publishing  an  article  about  the 
flogging  of  the  Local  Militia.  Mk,  Attor- 
ney scouted,  and  very  justl3',  the  idea  of 
any  merit  of  Drakard  upon  this  score ; 
and  observed,  that  he  did  not  believe  him 
to  have  been  in  any  danger  at  all  from  the 
violence  of  the  mob  in  the  case  of  Sir 
Francis  Burdett.  Who  was  in  any  dan- 
ger, in  anj'  part  of  the  kingdom  ?  I 
heard  of  no  violence  committed  against 
any  body.  This,  therefore,  was,  in  my 
riew  of  the  matter,  an  act  of  gratuitous 
self-abasement  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Drakarfl. 
If,  indeedj  he  had  said,  or  instructed  his 
counsel  to  say,  that  he  bad  the  merit  of 
detesting  the  principles  for  maintaining 
which  in  the  manner  that  he  did  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  was  sent  to  the  Tower, 
and  that  he  was  firmly  resolved  to  act  upon 
that  detestation  as  long  as  he  was  able  to 
publish  a  news-paper,  there  would  have 
been  some  sense  in  what  he  said :  some  of 
us  should  have  not  been  very  nice  in  our 
appellations  of  him  ;  but,  still,  there  would 
have  been  some  sense  in  his  words :  all  the 
world  would  have  understood  him.  But, 
to  talk  of  his  being  exposed  to  the  sum- 


mary justice  of  a  Burdottite  mob  was  what 
nobody  could  endure  ibr  a  moment;  and, 
while  he  finds  the  idea  icouted  by  bis 
prosecutor,  he  will  find  that  it  will  gain 
him  very  little  favour  with  the  public  ;  so 
that  he  will  soon  feel  that  he  has  verified 
the  old  maxim  respecting  the  consequence* 

of  temporizing. We  now  come    to  a 

part  of  Mr.  Brougham's  speech,  which  is 
of  more  consequence  than  all  the  rest: 
that  part,  where  he  speaks  of  the  AdminiS' 
iration  of  Justice  in  this  country,  a  subject 
in  which  every  man,  who  is  not  a  slave  in 
soul  as  well  as  in  body,  must  ft  el  a  lively 
interest,    and   upon   which,    therefore,   I 

shall  speak  somewhat   at    large. Mr. 

Brougham  said,  that  his  client  had  "  con- 
"  stantly  laboured  to  impress  his  readers 
"  with  his  conviction  of  the  pecidiar  bless- 
"  ingso^i\\G.  British  Constitution;  amongst 
"  which,  if  any  one,  said  he,  stands  emi- 
"  nently  above  all  others,  it  is  that,  which 
"  has  NEVER  BEEN  ASSAILED,  the 
"  Administration  of  Justice,  which,  as 
"  POWER  HAS  NEVER  REACHED,  so 
"  slander  has  never  touched."— —Now,  I 
do  not  clearly  understand  what  is  meant 
by  the  phrase  " power  has  never  reached  ;'* 
but,  I  suppose,  that  it  means,  that  the  Ad- 
ministration of  Justice  has  never  been 
rendered  partial,  that  it  has  never  been 
rendered  what  it  ought  not  to  be,  by  the 
influence  of  the  ministry,  or  men  in  power : 
or,  to  ppeak  plainly  at  once,  that  the  Judges 
have  never  been  corrupt  tools  of  the  court 

or  ministry. If  1  am  right   as  to  this 

point,  and  if  the  words  "  has  never  been  as- 
"  sailed,"  mean  that  the  Administration  of 
Justice  in  England  has  never  been  found 
fault  of,  censured,  and  condemned.  If 
these  be  the  meanings  of  these  two  phrases, 
then,  I  say,  that  the  two  propositions  are 
false.  1  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Brougham 
stated  them.  I  was  not  present  when  he 
was  speaking.  I  find  them  in  a  report  in 
the  Courier  newspaper.  I  finii  them 
contained  in  a  widely  circulated  publica- 
tion ;  so  finding  them,  and  knowing  them 
to  he  false,  and  regarding  them  as  faishoods 
tending  to  a  miscliievous  public  deception, 
I  shall  spare  no  pains  in  th^  exposing  of 

them. It  is  asserredby  this  sientlemaii, 

in  the  name,  it  would  seem,  of  his  client, 
(but  that  is  no  matter),  that  the  Adinmis- 
trntion  of  Justice,  in  this  country,  "  hns7i€ver 
"  been  assailed,"  and  that  it  has  "  never  been 
"  reached  by  power:"  and,  the  manit'est  ob- 
ject of  such  a  declaration  is  to  inculcate, 
that  it  is  an  act  little  short  of  blasphemy  for 
any  one  to  dare  to  entertain  a  doubt  of  th@ 
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Ju;Uic^  of  flj^j/  decision  or  any  sentence  in 
qiiv  6i"  our  courts;  and  this  doctrine  is, 
too,  appIjcablR  to  the  past  as  well  as  the 
prcsmt ;  P.nd  thus  is  every  man,  v/ho  has 
ever.tecn  panisbed  by  any  court  in  this 
c-ovuitry,  to  have  his  memory  loaded  with 
infamy;  history  is  all  to  be  set  aside, 
'and  according  to  this  "Learned  Friend," 
the  punMmeht  o?  everyone  is  to  be  the 
measure  of  his  i^tiilt.  Pktnn,  according 
to  Mr.  BrougliaiTi,  deserved  to  hvive  his 
ears  cut  off'  vnd  his  nose  split  and  his 
cheeks  burnt, ;  and  Sydney  deserved  to 
have  his  heart  torn  out  of  his  body  and 

liis  body  torn  in  quarters. But,  these 

assertions,  published  under  the  name  of 
Mr.  Brougham,  are  false;  as  false  as  any 
thing  that  his  poor  client  can  have  pub- 
lished, and  tending,  in  my  opinion,  to  in- 
finitely greater  mischief. We  will  now 

see,  whether  the  i\dministration  of  Jus- 
tice, in  this  country,  has  never  been  as- 
sailed, that  is  to  say,  whether  Judges  have 

never  been  acrused  of  injustice, 1  have 

lately  j^riven  my  reader  a  description  of 
what  I  siipposi-  those  men  to  be,  whom 
the  despotism  in  Holland  chooses  to  call  by 
.the  name  ot  Judges ;  but,  bad  as  I  dare 
say  they  are,  detectable  tools  as  ihey  are, 
vile  Uiatruraents  as  they  are  in  the  hands 
of  tlie  i")e?potism  there,  T  much  question 
whether  they  come  up  to  some  that  I  shall 

now    exhibit. Don't    start,    reader! 

Never  tremble,  man  !  I  hate  those  tools 
of  Despotism  full  as  much  as  you  door 
can  ;  but,  I  tell  you,   I  can   match   them 

from  the  English  list.- 1  shall  go  back 

no  furtiier  ihm  Lord  Bacon,  who  was,  in 
the  r^ign  of  James  I.,  Lord  Chancellor, 
having  been  before  Attorney  General,  and 
who  wks  convicted  cf  takitr^  hrihes.  He 
was  sentenced  to  be  fined,  imprisoned, 
and  was  tinned  out  of  iiis  seat  in  the 
Kon^e  of  Lords.  Ha  is  called  by  Pope, 
"  the  ?}teanesi  of  mankind/'  Bui,  his 
taking  of  bribes  was  not  the  worst  of  his 
acts.  For,  a  man  having,  some  j-jsars 
before  his  disgrace,  accused  him  of  having 
been  bribed,  the  unfortunate  creature  was 
brought  by  the  then  Adoraej/  General,  into 
the  Court  of  Star  Chamber  (of  which  the 
Chancellor  himself  was  a  member),  where 
he  was  tried  for  an  alledged  libel,  wa? 
sentenced  to  stand  twice  in  the  Pillory; 
to  have  one  ear  cut  off  at  each  time ;  to 
ride  backwards  upon  a  horse  to  all  the 
courts  of  justice,  with  a  label  upon  his 
breast  and  his  back  denominating  his  of- 
ience;  to  beg  pardon  in  every  one  of  the 
courts  ;  and  then  to  be  imprisoned  for  Ufe^ 


He  perished  from  his  s.ufFerings  iii  prison, 
and  his  wife  and  fasnily  became  beggars. 
All  which  this  bribe-taking  Judge  could 
stand  by  and  behold  without  remorse. 
Ke  virho  was  guilty  of  the  crime 
which  this  poor  n.an  had  charged  him 
with,  could  see  him  thus  murdered  by 
inches !  Could  see  the  poor  soul  perishing 
under  the  scourge,  so  unjustly  laid  upon 

him.- So  much   for   tlie  '*  Great  Lord 

"  Bacon,''  as  he  is  ca-iiaJ  by  unprincipled 

men  of  the  present  day- Wo  will  next 

talce  a  look  at  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of 
Star  Chamber,  who,  I  verily  believe,  were 
the  most  atrocious  tyrants  tbat'ev^r  dis- 
graced the  earth,  but  whose  proceedings 
were  all  hi  due  form,  and  ubo  talked  aboiit 
law  -auA  justice  as  much  as,  I  dare  say,  the 

Dutch   Judges   do   at  iliis   day. This 

court  consisted  of  the  Lord  Chancdlor  for 
the  tin^e  being,  the  (Jhief  Justice  of  the 
King's  Bench,  and  the  Chief  Justice  of  ike 
Common  I'ieas, io  whom  was  added  a  Bishop 
and  a  Temporal  Peer.  It  is  well  known 
that  this  court  was  abolished  by  act  of 
Parliament,  jn  the  16th  year  of  the  reign 
of  Charles  L  ;  but,  while  it  was  a  court,  it 
was  guilty  of  every  species  of  oppression* 
The  Attorney  General  for  the  time  being 
used  to  bring  people  before  this  court  by 
irformation ;  all  sorts  01'  tyranny  was  exer- 
cised under  pretence  of  administering 
Justice  ;  'till,  at  last,  the  King,  in  the 
hope  of  pacifying  the  people,  gave  his  as- 
sent to  the  Act  for  its  abolition,  upon  the 
express  groumls  of  its  being  the  means  of 
introducing  arbitrary  power  and  government. 

Here,  then,  we  luive  an  act  of  parlia- 

mtnit,  in  whii.h  (he  Administration  of  Jus- 
tire  is  ASSAILED.  It  has  been  assailed 
then.     It  is  false,  then,  to  say,  that  it  has 

nevir   been    assailed. ''Ihis   court,    iti 

which,  as  the  reader  will,  see,  were  the  two 
Chief  Judi^es  and  the  Lord  Chancellor,  was 
guiliy  of  cruellits  such  as  never  were  at- 
tempted by  the  w  ildest  "  mob"^  that  Eng- 
land ever  saw  assembled.  In  the  case  of 
Mr.  Prynn  and  Bukton  and  tit.  Bast- 
wick,  they  caused  their  ears  to  be  cut  oftj 
their  noses  split;  and  because  Mr.  PrYnm 
iiad  had  his  ears  cut  off  by  them  bdbre, 
they  now  cut  ttiem  off  still  closer  to  his 
head,  and  burnt  him  in  both  cheeks. 
They  then  imprisoned  them  all  three /or 
life,  forbidding  them  books  to  read,  for- 
bidding them  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and 
forbidding  any  human  being  to  speak  to 
them  ;  and,  finding,  that  they  could  ^et 
no  keepers  iii  England  cruel  enough  to 
execute  their  hellish  purpose,  they  had 
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these  victims^f  their  barbarity  conveyed, 
one  to  Jersey,  the  other  to  Guernssy,  and 
the  other  to  Scilly,  whence  they  were 
brought  by  the  Parliament,  who  after- 
wards abolished   this  inlernal  court. 

And,  yet,  Mr.  Brougham  coolly  tells  irs, 
that  the  Administration  of  Justice  haswewr 
been  ASSAILED;  and  would,  apparently, 
mark  out  as  a  reprobate  wretch  any  man 
who  dares  to  suppose  it  possible  that  injustice 

hasever  been  done  inanyof  ourcourts. 

Recoilectj  reader,  that  ilie  Lord  Chancdloi^ 
and  the  Tifo  C/i/ef/us/eCc's  always  balouged 
to  this  Court.  They  were  here  left  with- 
out juries.  They  and  the  Attorney  Gene- 
rrd  for  the  time  being  carried  on  the  work. 

. In  thesanie  reign,  the  Court  of  King's 

Bench  kept  a  preity  fair  pace  with  that 
of  the  Slar  Chataber  ;  and,  indeed,  it  was 
the  corruption  of  the  Judges  and  Lawyers 
that  finally  brought  the  king  to  the  scaf- 
fold. Mr.  Prynn  was  punished  the  first 
time  by  the  Court  of  Star  Chamber  for 
writing  a  book  against  lewd  plays,  which 
the  king^s  foreign  wife  had  introduced  into 
England  along  wiih  the  harlotry  manners 
of  the  then  French  court;  and,  the 
Benchers  of  Lincoln's  Lin,  of  whom  Mr. 
Prynn  was  one,  in  order  to  convince  the 
court,  that  they  did  not  side  with  liim,  hum- 
bly besought  their  Majesties  that  t/ify 
might  be  permitted  to  act  a  play  b'fore 
tkeJH  !  This  is  an  instance  of  baseness  that 
has  seldom  been  equalled  ;  and,  yet,  I  do 
think,  that  I  have,  in  our  day,  seen  some- 
thing very  little  short  of  it.- The  case 

of  John  Hampden  brought  out  the  Judges 
of  that  reign  in  their  true  colours.  Hamp- 
den, as  all  the  world  knows,  refused  to  pay 
a  tax  mi  twenty  shillings,  because  it  was  im- 
posed upon  him  without  his  consent;  that 
is  to  say,  without  the  consent  of  a  parlia- 
ment freely  chosen,  as  the  then  parliament 
was.  It  was  a  tax  called  Ship-money,  the 
short  history  of  which  is  this.  The  par- 
liament consisted  of  men  who  really  loved 
their  country.  They  were  gent leriieji  of  Eng- 
land, not  to  be  bought  or  sold.  They  were 
not  to  be  made  a  mere  tool  in  the  hands 
of  any  man  whom  the  king  was  persuaded 
to  make  his  minister.  They  were  really 
the  guardians  of  the  public  purse  ;  they 
actually  held  the  purse  strings  ;  and  they 
were  not  to  be  tempted  to  let  them  loose 
by  any  offer  of  a  share  in  the  expenditure. 

The   king  wished,   however,  to  get 

money  from  the  people  ;  and  an  Attorney 
General  hit  upon  the  scheme.  The  pre- 
tence of  the  tax  was,  that  the  king  wanted 
money  to  fit  out  ships  to  defend  the  king- 


dom ;  and  his  Attorney  General,  NoV, 
contrived  a  scheme  by  which  it  was  to  ba 
got  wit)i'>;:t  the  cor.si'nt  of  parlianifnt. 
lie  hatched  up  what  lie  called  laiv  for  the 
purpose  ;  »nd,  the  tax  was  imposed.  The 
country  in  general  paid  it ;  but  Johh 
Hampden,  a  gentleman  of  Buckingham- 
shire, whose  name  ought  to  be  held  in  ve- 
neration by  every  Englishman,  refused 
the  205.  imposed  upon  him.  The  matter 
was  brought  to  trial.  It  was,  at  last,  ar? 
gued  before  the  twelve  Judges,  a  majority 
of  whom,  in  defiance  cf  all  law,  but  hav- 
ing a  deal  of  quibble  and  chicar.cry  at  com- 
mand, decided  for  the  king. But,  hera. 

was  the  root  of  all  the  mischief  that  befel 
that  "  Martyr"  to  lawyers.  We  call  hira 
King  Charles  the  Rlurtyr  ;  but  we  always 
ought  to  add  the  words,  to  lawyers;  for,  to 
their  fatal  advice  and  instrumentality  he 
fell  a  martyr. This  Nov,  the  Attor- 
ney General,  furnished  the  chicanery  in  de- 
fence of  the  tax ;  but,  CLAiiErjDON,  though 
a  great  enemy  of  public  freedom,  says, 
that  the  king  lost  greatly  by  this  decision  ; 
for,  that  the  .people  now  saw,  that  they 
had  nothing  left  to  call  their  own.  He  says, 
«  that  the  damage  is  not  to  be  expressed 
"  that  the  crown  and  state  received  by 
"  the  deserted  reproach  and  infamy  that 
"  attended  the  Judges  by  being  made  use  of 

"  in  this  and  like  acts  of  poiver." The 

whole  of  the  twelve  Judges  told  the  King, 
that  he  had  a  right  to  levy  the  money  ; 
they  said  that  he  was  the  sole  judge  of  tha 
manner  of  doing  it  for  such  purposes  ;  and, 
in  short  it  was  tliey  and  the  Aiiornfy  General, 

who  caused   his  ruin  and   his  death. 

Here,  we  see,  that  "power"  6\d  "  reach" 
the  Administration  of  Justice,  though  PJr. 
Brougham  says  it  has  never  done  so. 
Here  we  see,  in  short,  a  whole  set  of  cor- 
rupt Judges,  and  we  all  know  what  was 
the  5ort  of  support  that  the  kingly  govern- 
ment received  from  them. Clarendon 

(whom  1  quote  because  he  was  an  eno.'iy  of 
liberty)  says,  upon  this  subject,  in  another 
place,  that  men  bore  the  violences  of  the 
kingly  power  with  some  degree  of  pa- 
tience ;  but,  says  he,  "  when  they  saw, 
"  in  a  court  oflaiv,  rfeason  of  state  urged  as 
"  elements  of  law,  JUDGES  AS  .SHARP- 
"  SIGHTED  AS  SECRETARIES  OF 
«  STATE,  and  in  the  MYSTERIES  OF 
"  STATE  ;  judgment  of  law  grounded 
"  upon  matter  of  fact,  of  which  there  was 
"  neither  inquiry  nor  proof;  it  is  no  won- 
"  der  that  they  cared  little  about  any  al- 
"  teration  that  might  take  place."  It  is 
upon  this  occasion,  that  he  uses  the  words 
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taken  for  my  motto ;  atid  she  sentiment 
expressed  i«  which  I  h^ve  often  express- 
ed, in  speaking  of /«;;fecAe«:ers,' by  which 
J  have  alWiiys  incant,  rohbas  unurmcd,  ii^ 
many  of  the  cojritries  of  Eaioije,'  duci 
.  M'ho.se  robberies  have,  facilifated  the  coin 
quests  of  the  French,  because,  I  have  said; 
a  man  will  rather  vield  to  open  force  than 
submit  to  be  robhed  under  the  forms  of  laio 

und justice. How,  often  have  I  said  ihi , ; 

an!  ihis.  is  precisely  the  idea  which  Cia- 
tendon  quotes  from  this  Lutin  or  Greek 
aiitlior.  And,  it  is  very  certain,  that  men 
Tcseiit  noiliiiig  so  bitterly  as  they  do  rob- 
bery or  injury  of  any  sort,  committed 
against  them,  under  the  forms  of  law  and 
justice.  When  they  are  assailed  by  bare- 
faced tyranny,  they  know  what  they  are 
about.  Open  tyranny  has  something  of 
honesty  about  it.  It  is  violent  and  unjust; 
but  it  does  not  insuH  as  well  as  oppress. 
There  is,  in  the  breast  of  every  man,  a 
love  of  poA-er,  that  pleads  in  apology  for 
the  open  tyrant ;  but,  the  base  oppressor, 
who  tyrann  zes  in  the  name  of  law,  is  de- 
spised while  he  is  obeyed,  and,  at  every 
step,  he  kindles  revenge  that  never  can 
be  quenched.  This  •pinion  has  been  ex- 
pressed by  me  some  scores  of  -imes,  and  I 
am  not  a  little  pleased,  to  see  that  it  cor- 
respoods  with  the  opinion  of  men  emi- 
neiit  tor  iheir  discernment  and   their  wis- 

.  dom. 1  h:tve  not  room  to  continue  the 

re-iarks  much  ("urthtr;  but,  if  Mn. 
Bp.i«ugham  wants  more  prooirs  of  the  fals- 
hood  of  ihe  assertions  imputed  to  him, 
let  hiuj  look  into  the  proceedings  against 
ScuoGGs  and  his  associate  Judges.  This 
man^  uho  was  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench,  w.is  accused  by  the 
House  of  Commons  of  being  an  insolent 
and  arnitrary  ma.;  and,  in  short,  of  vio- 
lating his  o;uh  ni  all  possible  ways.  Sm 
Francis  North,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Common  P.eus,  was  accused  al«)ng  with 
him,  and  al-,o  two  other  of  the  Judges. 
Scroggs  was  particularly  char.>;ed  with 
arbitrary  proceedings  against  the  printer 
of  a  ceriaiu  Weekly  Publication  ;  but, 
indeed,  the  main  charge  against  the 
whole  of  this  set,  was  their  tyianny,  their 
perversion  of  the  law,  their  base  partiality,  ■■ 

respecting  the/)r««.. Ifthis  isnotenough 

for  Mr.  Bkougham,  let  him  look  into  the 
history  ofjErrERiES,  who,  from  ba'm'^  Re- 
corder of  London  and  Attormy  Genera!,  be- 
came aii:jt  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Km<^'s 
Bench,  and  afterwards  Lord  Chancellor. 
This  was  a  famous  murderer  in  the  name 
Qf  the  law.-    Amongst  other  murders  he 
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commuted,  jwiih  the  hwipf  of  tb  PACKED 
JURY  (^vilhbot  which  such  a  judge  is  like 
a' blunderbuss  wilbout  a  trigger),  was  that 
ofSiDNEV,  whilehis'-'  brother"  Pemberton, 
liiurJerLd  Russel.  The  sentences  passed 
upon  those  gtntlemen  were  afterwards  re- 
versed by  Act  of  i'arliavient,  dtciared  to  be 
nuiland  void,  their  trials  declared  to  be 
illegal,  their  juriespacked,  then- judges  per- 
verters  of  the  law,  and  ti)ti,-  deathit  mur- 
der. Jeffeuies  was,  ai  last,  taken  while 
endeavouring  to  escape  to  Haniburgh.  and 
put  into  ihe  Tower  by  the  Lord  Mayoi  of 
London,  where  he  tlied   in  great  misery. 

In  speaking  of  this  man,  we  generatiy 

call  him  the  bloody,  and  we  have  the  notion 
of  his  being  ;i  very  daring  and  violent  man. 
But,  this  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the 
ca<;e.  He  seems  to  have  been  a  most 
PROFOUND  HYPOCPJTE,  and  to  have 
had  as  much  of  purr  about  him-  as  any 
pussy  of  them  all.  A  very  smooth,  cant- 
ing, coid-biooded  scoundrel  he  appears  to 
have  been.  When  he  was  uying  tlydnevr 
and  taking  every  meatis,  step  by  step,  lo 
entrap  him,  ?nd  to  put  a  qolour  upon  the 
murder  so  as  to  n^ake  it  lock  like  justice, 
he  was  as  smooth  as  oil,  :M)d"  prayed  God" 
that  the  prisoner  might  "  encape,  if  not 
"  guilty."  His  co-adjutors  upon  the 
Bench  appear  to  have  been  of  just  the 
same  stamp  as  topiihciple,  only  they  had, 
I  suppose,  less  cunning.  They  appear  all 
to  have  been  selected  for  their  base  .subser- 
viency in  tlic court,  or  vanistry,  much. more 
than  tor  their  understanding  of  the  .lav).  In 
short,  they  seem  to  have  wan'ed  Dotbing 
but  genius  to  make  them  the  most  con- 
summate scoundrels  of  the  age. As  the 

Attorney  Genera!,  Noy,  and  the  corrupt 
Judges  of  his  day  were  the  principal 
cause  of  the  overthrow  of  Charles  the 
First  (the  Martyr  to  Lawyers);  so  the 
Attorney  General,  Sawyer,  and  the  corrupt 
Judges  of  Charles  the  Second's  reign  had 
well  nigh  overthrown  him  ;  they  would 
have  done  it,  if  he  had  lived  much  longer; 
and,  they  did  cause  the  total  overthrow  of 
James  the  Second  and  the  expulsion  of 
his  family  from  the  throne,  as  was  very 
evident  at  the  Revolution,  when  amongst 
the  first  acts  that  were  passed,  were  those 
for  reversing  the  sentences  against  Russel 
und   Sidney,  and   declaring  them  to  have 

been  illegar  and   corruptly  obtained. ^ 

Thus,  then,  have  we  seen  a  little  of  what 
"  Learned  Friends"  have  been  in  fornitr 
times.  Of  the  later  times,  I  will  not  speak 
any  further  than  to  observe,  that  if  Mr. 
Brougham  recollects  any  thing  about  Lor» 
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'Mansfield;  if  he  has  read  Mr.  Hobne 
Tooke's  Trials  ;  he  will  not  say,  that,  even 
of  lite,  tlie  Administration  ot  Justice  has 
never  been  ASSAILED.  Nay,  and  as  for 
the  present  times,  how  could  he  say,  that  it 
had  not  been  assailed,  it'  he  recollected 
that  IVJessrs.  WmxE  and  Hart  have  passed 
a  fourth  part  of  the  rtV«.-rage  life  ofraan  in 
jail  in  consequence  of  a  conviction  upon 
a  charge  of  having  assailed  it  ?  One  would 
think,  that  he  could  not  have  been  igno- 
rant of  this  fact ;  h  'W,  then,  could  he  look 
the  Judges  in  the  face  and  say,  that  the 
Administration  of  Justice  had  never  been 
assailed  ?  He  will  say,  perhaps,  that  it  had, 
in  tnis  last  case,  at  any  rnte,  been  unjustly 
asviiind.  Aye,  aye  ;  to  be  sure  !  I  am  not 
at  all  disposed,  I  can  assure  hira,  to  con- 
tradict hinr  upon  that  point  ;  but,  this  is 
not  the  poin-  ihit  we  are  upon,  lift  said, 
that  the  Administration  of  Justice  had 
ntver  been  asfaikd;  and  i  say  that  that  as- 
sertion   was    fiiige  ;      and,    1    also    say, 

.  thai  it  is  a  falshood  of  a  very  injurious  ten- 
dency ;  because,  if  it  were  to  be  believed, 
the  measure  o!  every  one's  punishment 
w<iui(i  be  the  measure  of  his  gti/tt;  and, 
truth  requires  that  the  world  should  know 
and  be=«r  in  mind,  that  many  persons 
have  suiJered  innocently  through  the  cor- 
ruptions in  our  courts  of  Justice,  and  from 
the  vindu  tivtness  and  tyranny  of  Judges. 
Truth  requires  this,  and  truth  is  not  to  be 
sacrificed  to  the  tasie  of  Mn.  Brougham. 
If,  indeed,  he  had  said,  that  the  Adminis- 
tration of  Justice,  at  the  present  tunc,  had 
not  been  assailed  ;w5</y  ;.  I  should  not,  and  I 
dare  saj'nootber  writer  would,  have  thought 
of  contradicting  him;  but,  to  say,  that  it 
had  never  been  assailed  was  what  1  could 
not  sutler  to  pass  uncontradicted,  wht:n  I 
rec«)llected  that  our  history  was  full  of  the 
proceednigs  against  corrupt  and  over- 
bearing judges,  and  when  1  know  that 
Messrs.  Hart  and  White  have  for  years 
baen  wasting  ihcir  bodies  in  jail  for  hav- 
ing assailed  the  Administration  of  Justice 
under  the  present  Judges.  Yes,  yes, 
"  they  hssaiied  it  wijusUy"  I  understand 
that  well  enough.  Why  do  you  ply  me 
with  that  ?  But,  they  assailed  it.  That  is 
what  1  say.  That  is  what  nobody  can 
with  truth  contradict;  and  that  being 
true,  Mr.  BRorcnAM's  statement  is  false. 
They  are  in  jail  for  having  assailed  it; 
and,  while  that  was  notoriously  the  fact, 
it  was  a  little  too  much  to  tell  the  Judges 
to  their  faces,'  that  the  Administration  of 
Justice  had  never  been  assailed;  and,  to 
say  to  the  people  of  England,  that  they 


had  never  had  any  corrupt  or  tyratirti-i 
cat  Judges,  was  too  much  for  any  body 
to  bear  with  patience.— —ThfMe  was 
some  years  ago  a  work  published,  called 
"  A  Display  of  Tyranny/'  which  wa» 
filled  wi;h  accoutits  of  robberies,  op- 
pressions, and  murders  committed  by 
English  Judges.  A  catalogue  of  blacker 
crimts  never  appeared  in  the  world; 
and,  ihey  seem  tlie  more  detestable  for 
having  been  committed  vtnder  the  shew, 
and  with  ail  the  forms,  of  Iniv  and  justice. 
Seeing  that  such  has  been  the  case  in  Eng- 
land, ihen,  does  it  not  become  us  to  detect 
and  exfjose  endeavours,  such  as  arc  made 
in  this  Speech  ot  Mj.  Brougham  ?  What 
right  has  he  to  publish  to  the  world,  or 
any  body  to  publish  for  htm,  a  falshood 
fending  to  pr<iduce  so  much  mischief  in 
the  country  ?  I  insist  upon  it  tl^at  a  more 
mischievous  falshood  cannot  be  devised  ; 
for,  it  not  only  writes  infa.iiy  upon  the 
tomb  of  every  man  who  h'lS  been  punished 
bv  any  of  our  courts,  however  innocent 
he  may  have  been  since  proved  to  have 
been  ;  bui.  it  tends  to  make  people  afraid 
even  to  thin.-: ;  afraid,  not  only  to  say  that 
their  soul  i.s  iheir  own,  but  to  think  that 
their  soul  is  their  ovvn,  when  they  approach 
the  person  of  a  Judge,  and  especially  the 

scene  of  his  power. After  all,  however, 

the  CouRiEU  may  possibly  have  totally 
misrepresented  tlie  Speech  of  INIr.  Broug- 
ham. I  call  it  his  Speech  because  it  is  so 
called  m  print;  and,  indeed,  as  it  has 
come  forth  under  that  name,  as  his  Speech 

it    must    be    coaimented    upon. 1    am 

aware,  that  lawyers  may  have  motives  for 
this  species  of  praise,  which  olher  mm 
have  not  ;  and,  as  long  as  they  keep  it 
amongst  iheyriselves,  let  them  indulge  in  it  ;. 
but,  if  thev  publish,  or  any  body  publishes 
for  then!,  then  they  couie  befure  us,  an<i 
must  ( xpect  to  be  fully  examined  without 

favour  or  aftection. 1  now  dismiss  this 

subject  with  a  promise  to  Mr.  Brougham," 
that,  as  often   as  he,  or  any  one  of  his 
"  Ijearned  Friends"  shAl  ivtcLt   the   public 
with  such  assertions  as  the  above,  I  will,  iC. 
the   assertions   fall   under  my   eye,  giy^'. 
them  an  answer.  ^^. 


W".  COEBErr. ' 
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what  he  (Mr.  Rose)  asserted  to  be  indis- 
putably untrue — and  it  went  to  this,  thut 
specie  sent  from  one  country  to  another 
must  always  be  subject  to  a  Joss  equal  to 
the  freight,  insurance,  Si,c.  This  he  illus- 
trated by  supposing  two  cases  of  I,000cz. 
of  silver  or  of  a  proporlioiiate  qiJar.tity  of 
gold,  S'int  from  this  country  to  tlie  conti- 
nent, on  which,  according  to  hio  calcula- 
tion, there  would  be  a  eiear  profit  of  16 
.  per  cent,  on  the  one,  and  of  20  per  cent, 
on  the  other,  after  paying  rril  charges. 
Lest  there  should  be  a  mistaiie  in  this,  he 
sent  to  Mr.  Goldsmid  R:r  a  sinjil-ir  calcu- 
lation, and  it  was  as  ne^.•.•ly  as  possible  the 
same.  In  page  12,  the  inference  of  the 
Committee  relative  to  Exports  and  Im- 
ports was  directly  contrary  to  the  fact. 
In  page  13,  too,  there  was  an  assertion  re- 
lative to  Exports  and  foreign  E.^pendi- 
ture,  for  which  there  was  not  the  slightest 
foundation,  it  being  a  fact,  that  in  the  tv»^o 
highest  years  of  foreign  E:cpenditure  there 
was  a  short-coming  uf  three  millions  in 
our  Exports,  instead  of  an  excess.  There 
was  a  Continental  Gentleman,  on  whose 
evidence  the  Committee  wiio  framed  the 
Report  seemed  greatly  to  rely  ;  and  how 
did  he  propose  to  remedy  the  evils  arising 
from  the  present  scarcity  of  Bullion  .? 
Why,  by  a  free  circulation,  and  liberty  to 
export!  This  was  his  expedient;  and, 
according  to  liis  view  of  the  subject,  it 
could  answer  no  -good  purpose  to  allow 
the  Banli  to  pay  in  cash,  unless  you  also 
allowed  a  free  circulation  and  liberty  to 
cxi)ort ;  in  other  words,  unless  you  coun- 
teuanci-'  fraud  and  perjury.  The  Honour- 
able Gentleman  next-  referred  to  page  17 
of  the  Kepoit.,  in  which  an  account  is 
given  of  circumstances  nhich  occurred  in 
the  time  of  King  William,  and  where, 
speaking  of  the  expences  of  the  Bank,  it 
is  staled  that  their  notes  fell  to  a  discoutit 
of  17  per  cent,  and  stock  sold  at  an  ad- 
vance. Where  the  Committee  got  the 
latter  fact,  if  fact  it  was,  he  could  not  say. 
On.  the  margin  ho  saw  the  names  of  Dr. 
Drake  and  Mr.  Godfrey.  He  suspected 
the  one  was  no  better  authority  than  he 
should  be  able  to  prove  the  other  to  be. 

Mr.  Horner  said,  the  inrci'matidn  al- 
luded to  would  be  found  in  Lord  Somers's 
Tracts. 

Mr. .Rose  said,  the  Honourable  and 
Learned  Gentleman  had  found  fault  with 
the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the 
Bank,  because  they  did  not  wioh  to  dis- 
count at  3  or  I-  per  cent,  when  the  legal 
interest  was  5  per  cent.     He  confessed. 
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however,  that  he  was  not  surprised  they 
should  not  wish  to  be  cross-questioned  on 
subjects  of  opinion   for  which  they  had 
not  been   prepared  by  some  previous  in- 
timation.    Let  the  Committee  see  what 
Mr.   Godfrey   said  on  this  subject. -^He 
told  you  that  at  a  period  when  the  Bank 
charged   the   public    (i    per    cent,    they 
charged  to  those  who  kept  cash  with  them 
only  3   per  cent.     Would  the  Committee 
who  made  the  Report,  have  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  House  to  take  this  ^s  a  proof 
that  the  Bank  was  at  that  time  vfell  ma- 
naged ?    The   Right  Honourable   Gentle- 
man then  proceeded   to   notice   what  was 
stated  by  Dr.  Drake   relative  to  the  same 
period.     The  Doctor  said  that  they  could 
not  elFsct  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  gui- 
neas.    Two  Aces  of  Parliament,  however, 
did    reduce   them.      He   stated   too   that 
bank-paper   was   then  narrowed,   but   in 
fact  it  was  not.     Surely  it  was  not  excusa- 
ble when  Gentlemen   were    making  Re- 
ports to  be  laid  before  that  House,  to  do 
so  in    this    extraordinary  way,   by    mis- 
stating every  fact!  The  Report  then  went 
on  to  shew,  that  at  a  particular  period  the 
trade   was  unfavourable    to  Ireland,    and 
then  refers  to   a  paper  to  shew  that  the 
issue  of  bank-paper  was  the  cause.     Here 
again,    however,  t4ie   statement  was   un- 
founded, and    the    fact    lay   the  contrary 
way.     It  did   so    happen   that   when  the 
issues  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  were  at  the 
lowesi   the  exchange  was   13|  percent.; 
and  when   the   Bank  issues  were    at  the 
highest,  the  rate  of  exchange  was  at  9  or 
y^  per  cent,  being  about  par.     He  should 
not  go  the  length  of  saying  that  this  was 
occasioned    by   the    larger   issues   of  tlie 
Bank,  but  surely  the  fact  was  sufficient  to 
repel  the  contrary  inference.     Mr.  Rose 
proceeded  to  state,  that  the  asscrgon  that 
the  conduct  of  the  Bank  Directors  affected 
the  exchange,  and  price  of  bullion,  was 
the  most  unfounded  that  ever  was  uttered. 
To  shew  that  there  had  been  an  excessive 
issue,  the  Report  had  adverted  to  the  dis- 
counts since  1797.     What  they  were  from 
that  period   to    1802,  he  did   not  exactly 
know,   but  from    1802  to   U:03   he  knew 
that  the  Bank  notes  had   only  increased 
397,000/.   and    the    Learned    Gentleman 
himself  would   confess    that   if  discounts 
could   be  facilitated  without  any  material 
increase  of  paper,  it  would  be  a   benefit 
to  the  community  by  the  accommodation 
it  would  afford  to  the  manufacturing  and 
trading  interests.     It   appeared   further, 
that  Sir  Francis   Baring   had    admitted. 
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that  if  trade  and  revenue  increased,  an 
addition  to  the  circillating  inediucn  would 
be  required.  Ti^e  trade  aBcl  revenue  of 
the  country  had  unquestionably  increased 
greatly  since  1798,  iind  Ihereibre  a  lar.'^jer 
amount  of  Baiik-paper  becasTie  neet-ssary. 
Besides,  til!  the  year  J797  not  a  Bank- 
note was  paid  into  llie  Exchequer.  Since 
that  period  they  had  been  received,  a.ul 
sometimes  considerable  quantities  were 
thus  locked  up.  Theincrease-.l  trade  then 
dem  uided  a  larger  issue  of  Bank-notes  ; 
and  one  reason  why  be  would  not  restrain 
the  Bank  in  their  issues  was,  that  miless 
they  furnished  the  reijuisite  quantity  of 
paper,  the  domand  would  be  supplied  by 
paper  of-  a  iBuch  worse  description.  A 
GentleiTJan  had  said  that  t'liey  ought  to 
have  another  B?nk";,  That  might  answer, 
prrhap?,  if  he  ',vere  to  have  tlie  manage- 
ment of  it;  but  then  they  did  not  know 
who  the  managers  might  be.  They  knew 
the  managers  of  the  present  Bank,  and 
couid  repose  confideiice  in  them.  It  had 
been  justly  stated,  that  a  given  amount  of 
commerce  required  more  circulating  me- 
dium in  lime  of  war  than  in  time  of  peace. 
Mr.  Bosanquet  hid  said  that  an  addition 
was  required  iij  the  (.n'esent  circumstances, 
owing  to  the  long  credit  necessarily  given 
to  the  continental  purchasers.  He  next  ad- 
verted to  the  quantity  of  coin  brought  into 
circulation  from  17  73  to  17!,)8,  making 
nearly  4-4'  millions  altogether,  subject  to 
whatever  drains  might  be  made  upon  it  dar- 
ing that  period.  But  then  it  would  be  ob- 
served that  except  in  the  year  17S3.  gold 
was  not  ill  ail  that  tirhe  above  the  Mint 
price,  so  that  there  was  little  tenijitaiion  • 
to  meit  or  export.  Allowing,  however, 
eight  millions  for  these  purposes,  wiiich 
was  much  beyond  the  mark,  there  would 
still  remain  in  circulation  in  1798  upwards 
of  thirty-five  millions  of  coin.  He  wish- 
ed this  to  be  noticed,  because  he  had 
found  that  Mr.  Blake  and  others  had 
stated  it  atinuch  less.  This  circumstance 
the  Learned  Gei:tieman  did  nor  appear  to 
have  consKlercd — and  indeed  there  cduld 
hardly  be  an  inotatice  of  a  stronger  love 
of  theory  than  what  he  bad  disjiiaypd  in 
opposition  to  facts.  The  mis'brLune  was, 
that  when  (.Jentkmen  had  formed  a  strong 
theoretical  opinion,  they  shut  their  eyes 
to  facis  and  evidence,  and  vi'ould  see 
nothing  but  what fcivourad  tneir  own  Tievv 
•'6f  the  subject.  Tne  Right  Honourable 
Gentleman  thea  called  the  attention  of 
thtj  Committee  U>  the  present  scarcity  of 
specie,  and  as  a  proof  oi  it,  adverted  to 
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the  very  small  comparative  quantity  re- 
ceived   by    the   Revenue   Collectors.     In 
the  collection  of  a  revenue  of  3,640,000/. 
in   the   county  of  Lnncaster,  only  about 
I  1,000/.   of   specie    had    been    procured. 
Frcnj  this  circumstance,   the    Committee 
must  be  aware,  how  very  necessar}'  it  was, 
that  the  paper  currency  i,h<)uid   be  large 
eno'jgh  to  supply  the  drain  of  specie.     In 
1797,  the  circulating  medium,  including 
Goiis  and  bank-notes,  was  about  -i-U  millions. 
At  present,  the  amount  of  specie  in  circu- 
lation couid   hardly  amcnut  to  3  millions. 
Taking  the  bank  notes  at  2+  millions,  the 
whole  circulating   medium  was  only   27 
millions  instead  ofthe46  millions,  which 
must  have  been    in  circulation  in    17^8. 
The    Committee    then    must    be    aware 
of  the    incalculable    inconvenience   that 
would  result  to  trade  and    manufactures, 
from   checking  tiie   issue    of  bank-notes. 
Sijch     a    measure     wouUl;    besides,     in- 
iure  the    exports,  and    occasion   a    most 
pernicious   reduction    of  the    exchange. 
(Hear,    hear !    from     Mr.     Perceval    and 
ctlitrs).     Let  the  Committee  then  consider 
whether  it  could  be  justly  said,  tint  there 
was  an  excess  of  bank  paper.?  Whether 
it  would  be  wise  policy  to  fettiJr  the  Bank 
Directors   in    their    issues  of  notes?   If  an 
esces.?   had    been   made   cut,   then    there 
would   have  been  some  founiiation  for  the 
remedial    measure   recommended    in   the 
Report.     But  so  far  was  this  from  being 
made  out,  that 'the  very  reverse  was  the 
real  truth   of  the  case.     Instead   of  being 
surprised    at   the    large   amcmit  of  bank 
notes  in  circulation,  his  wonder  was  that 
the    issues  had  not  been  much   greater. 
Considering   the    previous   extent   of  the 
circulating  medium,  and   the   increase  of 
trade   and    revenue   that  had  take;)  place 
since  1798,  one  would  rather  be   tempted 
to  conclude  that  the   Bank  had  not  been 
so  liberal  in  its  issues  of  paper  a.s  the  cir- 
cumstances   required.       Notwithstanding 
then    his    high    opinion    of   the   Learned 
Gentleman's  talents,   he  could    not    help 
saying,  that  t=uch  a  Report  as  this,  so  di- 
rectly in  th'>  teeih  oi  facis  and  evidence, 
he    had   nevvr   known.      How  coahi   the 
Learned    Gentleman    imagine    tftat    (hey 
could    adopt    his  resoluiinus,  fouudeJ  on 
such  erroneous  opinions  as  lie   tiud  t  .ken 
up  ?  Tiiey  w<>re  not  to  proceed  upon  the 
credit   of  the  veiy    ahle    and    ei  ^qnetit 
speech    which     he    had    just    deh  v^rcd. 
They  wert'    to  look  at  ihc  Repovt,  and  see 
how  far  the  evi(ie!J^^J  sopj'oM.  d  thv.'  alle- 
gations.    Tliese  ailegatlbus  were  Hot  sup- 


1207] 

ported  by  the  evidence ;  and  he  had 
proved,  from  undeniable  facts,  that  the 
issues  of  bank  nolf  s  had  nothing  whatever 
to.  do  with  the  exchange,  or  price  of  bul- 
lion.—jhs  Report  nas  against  every  syi- 
labJe  of  the  evidence,  except  that  of  Sir 
F,  Baring,  and  the  continental  merchant. 
But  even  tb^  continental  merchant  had 
given  it  as  his  opinion  tliat  the  Bank  Notes 
had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  ffiU  of  the 
exchange.  He  had  been  pressed  upon 
thi.s  point,  bur  haJ  slways  persevered  in 
his  opinion.  But  he  said  that  the  large 
amount  of  Bank-notes  had  eome  eli'ect  in 
preventing  the  rise  of  the  exchange;  for 
if  the  Bank  jssijed  gold  it  might  be  ex- 
ported, arid  thus  render  the  exchange  more 
favourable.  So  that  the  way  in  which  the 
exchange  might  be  prevented  from  rising 
■^vas  to  export  the  gold  as  fast  as  it  was 
issued  from  the  Bink.  The  Committee 
had  not  sanctioned  the  fraud  and  perjury 
■which  this  would  .have  involved — but 
without  fraud  and  perjory  such  exports 
could  not  be  made.  Then,  as  to  Sir  F. 
Baring's  evidence,  he  said  that  it  woiild 
be  proper  to  resume  payments  in  specie 
as  soon  as  the  B;\nk  could  conveniently 
do  it.  He  did  not  say  that  a  positive  law 
should  pass,  compelling  the  Bank  to  re- 
sume the  payments  in  specie,  but  only 
gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  issue  of 
cash  should  be  resumed  as  soon  as  it  was 
in  the  power  of  the  bank.  If  the  com- 
mittee turned  aside  from  the  evidence  of 
the  best  Informeti  witnesses,,  and  consi- 
dered it  as  extravagant  nonsense,  their 
Report  could  not  form  a  proper  ground 
for  any  proceeding  in  that  House — but 
independent  of  the  evidence  of  the  rest, 
even  upon  that  xif  Sir  T.  Baring,  and 
the  continental  merchant,  the  Cunniiittee 
had  not  made  out  the  allegations  in  their 
Report. — The  Right  Honourable  Gentle- 
man then  adverting  to  the  statements  of 
an  Honourable  Friend  of  his  (Huskisson;*, 
expressed  his  firm  conviction,  that  in 
publishing  those  statements,  his  Honoura- 
ble Friend  had  been  actuated  by  no  im- 
proper motive.  His  Hon.  Friend,  he  was 
sure,  had  nothing  in  view  but  the  public 
good,  but  thoogh  he  gave  him  full  credit  for 
the  p'.irity  of  his  motives,  he  could  not  help 
regretting  that  such  a  publication  should 
have  gone  abroad.  With  the  best  inten- 
tions on  the  part  of  his  Honourable  Friend, 
it  had,  he  was  persuaded,  done  much  in- 
j^ury  to  public  credit — ^To  all  those  who 
had  talked  to  him  on  the  subject  of  the 
publication  in  question,  he  had   always 
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said  that  his  Honourable  Friend  could  haver** 
had  nothing  else    in  view  but  the  public!'.' 
advantage  ;    but  still  it  had  done   much  , 
injury.     If  such  a  publication  had  come-' 
from  an  indifferent  person,  it  would  have 
signified    little ;     it   would    have   pa-^sed 
away  without  doing  any  mischief.     But^  ' 
from  the  high  character  of  his  Honourabi«i| 
Friend,  his  great  knowledge   of  financial  ■* 
concerns,  and  the  confidence  which  many;',' 
were  disposed  to  place  in  his  opinions,  hii^ 
statement  had  excited  peculiar  attentioO^'^' 
and   its  bad  eftcct  had  been  more  exteri-''' 
sively  ditTused.      His  Honourable  Friewfl! 
had  said  that  there  existed  a  strong  resem-*  ' 
biance  between  th«  doctrine  upon  whicii-* 
the  Bank  Directors  proceeded,  and  that  o£l 
the  celebrated  Mr.  Law.  The  Bank  DireC-?' 
tors  might  possibly  be  wrong  in  the  nolion^^~ 
that  they  could    i-.over  issue  to  excess  al^* 
long   as  they  discounted  only    on   good' 
commercial    security.     But   what   reseih- ' 
biance  existed  between  their  proceedings 
and   those  of  Mr.  Law   he  was  at  a  los*V 
to  conceive.     Mr.  Liw'sBank  ended  iri'| 
not    leaving   a    shilling    to    be    divided 
among  the  holders  of  its  securities.     The 
Bank    of  England,   as  appeared   by   the 
examination    before    the    Committee    of 
Lords,  had,  in  1797,  a  very  large  surplus 
all   claims   that  could   be    made 


beyond 
upon  it. 


No  two  things  could  be   more 


different,  therefore,  than  this  and  Mr. 
Law's  scheme.  If  the  Bank  DirectorssT 
were  to  be  examined  to-morrow,  he  b^-- 
lieved  it  would  appear  that  they  had  l5  ' 
millions  surplus  property  beyond  all  the; 
demands  against  Ihem.  He  could  not,' 
therefore,  but  say  that  the  observation  of 
his  Honourable  Friend  had  much  betteif 


have  been  omitted, 
did    not   deserve    it. 


The  Bank  Directors 
This  was  another 
proof  that  when  Gentlemen  had  formed 
certain  theoretical  opinions,  they  could 
see  nothing  but  what  made  in  favour  of 
their  theories.  If  they  once  abandoned 
established  law  and  usage,  they  got  into 
inexplicable  difficulties.  The  Right  Ho- 
nourable Gentleman  then  read  some  sen-. 
tences  from  the  publication  of  Mr.' 
Wheatly,  reflecting  upon  the  financial 
doctrines  of  Mr.  Pitt,  who,  as  he  said, 
having  taken  up  wrong  views  of  the  sub- 
ject, was  consequently  wrong  in  the  mea- 
sures which  he  adopted.  Whatever 
difference  of  opinion  might  have  existed 
on  other  points,  he  confessed  his  surprise, 
that  Mr.  Pitt  should  be  charged  by  any 
one  with  ignorance  of  the  finances  and 
resources  of  hie  country.      He  did  not 
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stand  there  as  the  advocate  of  the  Bank  j 
his  only  object  was  the  public  interest. 
If  the  Bank  Directors  had  not  done  their 
duty  he  would  have  been  as  ready  to  cen- 
sure them  as  any  man.  But  as  to  their 
resumption  of  cash  payments  it  was  al- 
together out  of  the  question.  It  was  im- 
possible for  them  to  find  specie  to  pay. 
If  there  existed  a  possibilit}'^  of  their  re- 
suming cash  paynients,  he  would  be  wil- 
ling to  compel  them  to  do  so  at  whatever 
expence.  If  they  could  find  specie  at  any 
price,  their  profits  had  been  so  large  that 
he  thought  they  ought  to  pay  in  cash. 
(Hear!  hear!)  But  the  truth  was  that 
specie  was  not  to  be  found. — The  Com- 
mittee in  their  Report  proposed  that  the 
Bank  Directors  should  reduce  their  issues 
of  paper.  How  could  ihey  do  this  when 
gold  was  not  to  be  had  ?  In  his  opinion 
they  could  not  possibly  do  so  without  the 
most  material  injury  to  trade  and  manu- 
factures, and  the  most  serious  inconve- 
nience even  to  labourers  and  almost  every 
description  of  persons  in  the  community. 
His  Honourable  Friend  had  said  that  gold 
might  be  had  in  exchange  for  other  com- 
modities. But  every  thing  that  the  country 
could  spare  was  sent  out  for  other  purposes. 
They  could  not  send  more,  and  how  was 
the  gold  to  be  procured  ?  His  Hon. 
Friend  said  that  it  might  be  procured  here, 
but  it  was  well  known  that  foreigners  pur- 
chased it  here  at  the  rate  of  4/.  15s.  per 
Ounce^  and  one  of  them  had  a  commission 

to  take  it  at  any  price Whatever  the  price 

tnight  be,  his  instructions  were  to  give  a 
shilling  more,  but  to  get  the  gold.  It 
was  impossible,  therefore,  for  the  Bank  to 
procure  it — and  if  the  Bank  could  not 
procure  it,  what  did  they  propose  ?  He 
had  seen  an  order  under  the  administration 
gf  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  by  which  a  ship 
was  directed  to  proceed  in  search  of  gold. 
This  order  had  appeared  to  him  sufficiently 
whimsical;  but  he  protested  that  he  did 
not  think  it  more  extravagant  than  the 
proposition  now  made  to  compel  the  re- 
sumption of  cash  payments  by  the  Bank 
within  a  certain  period,  when  gold  was 
not  to  be  had.  Mr.  Locke  had  stated, 
that  the  only  way  to  procure  gold  was  by 
the  surplus  of  trade.  If  more  commodities 
were  exported  than  imported,  gold  must 
be  imported  in  order  to  equalize  the  ba- 
lance. But  at  present  the  balance  of 
trade  was  against  us.  If  the  issues  of 
^ank  notes  were  not  checked,  our  diffi- 
culties might  be  surmounted  {Hear  !  hear  ! 
^Tom  Mr,  F(rce^al  (md  othrs)-^h\xt  if  they 
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should    be     checked,    the     worst    conse- 


fjuelues  would  follow.     Gold  could  not  be- ■ 
procured.     The  balance  of  trade  was  nots 
only  against  us,  but  the  system  of  tyranny' 
prevalent   on  the  continent  prevented  the' 
payment  of  money  there  even  when  it  be- 
came due.     This   was   so  monstrous,  that 
it   could   hardly    continue.      One   would"'' 
hope  that  it  would   soon  find   its  own  end. 
But   even  if  the   Bank    could  find   gold, 
wonld  the    country    be   the  better  for  it  >■ 
How  long  would  the  coin  issued  remain  in;' 
this  country  ?      The  price  of  gold    was 
4-/.  165. ;  but  supposing  it  only  M.   14-s.  or 
13,  or  12,  it  would  be  melted  and  export- 
ed.    Unless   then   they  could  reduce  the 
price  of  gold,  it   would  be  perfectly  nu- 
gatory to  call  upon  the  Bank  to  pay  in  the 
precious  metals.     If  the   public  were  to 
derive  any  advantage  from   it,  he  would 
have   no    hesitation   in    diminishing   the 
profits  of  the  Bank  ;  but  when  no  advan- 
tage could  be    gained    for   the  public  by 
the  measure,  he  had  no  inclination  to  in- 
terfere.    He  would  only  farther  say,   that 
under  this  system  of  Bank  Restriction,  the' 
country  had  fiourished  fur  1 4- years,  with- 
the  exception  of  the  two  last  years,  as  far- 
a'?   concerned    the   exchange.     That  had^ 
fallen,  but  it  was  owing  to  the  unexampled" 
tyranny    under   which  the   Continent  at- 
present  groaned.     Were  they  to  assist  the 
enemy  in  this  monstrous  woik  by  check-.* 
ing  the  issues  of  bank-paper,  at  a  moment 
when  the  scarcity  of  the  precious   metals 
rendered  them  essential  to  the  commercial 
and  manufacturing  industry  of  the  coun^ 
trj--  ?     In  the  whole  history  of  Parliament- 
he  had  never  heard  of  a  Report  so  totally 
contradicted    by   facts  as   ttiis.      Having 
prospered  so   long  under  this  system,  he 
hoped  ihey  would  not  now  put  an  end   to 
it,  at  a  time  when  it  became  of  the  greatest 
consequence  to   continue   it.     He  trusted 
Gentlemen  would  take  care  that  whatever 
mischief  was  done  us,  should  be  the  work 
of  the  enemy  ;  and    that   we    should  not 
madly   assist  his   schemes,    by   bringing 
that   destruction  upon  ourselves  in  which 
he  vainly  attempted  to  involve  us  (Hear  ! 
hear  !) 

Mr.  Henry  TiiORNTOM  said  it  was 
impossible  at  present  to  follow  the  right 
Honourable  Gentleman,  who  had  just  sat 
down,  through  the  variety  of  calculations 
which  he  had  submitted  to  the  House, 
Neither  would  he  attempt  at  present  to 
decide  upon  the  accuracy  or  the  inaccu- 
racy of  the  Bullioa  Committee  Re^prt» 
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The  question  had  been  certainly-  ably  and 
fully  opened    that  night  by  'iie   Learned 
Chairman    of  that  Committee  ;  bnt  how- 
ever ably  and  fully  he  might  have  npf  ned 
the  question,  there  were  some  parts  of  his 
speech    which,  perhaps,    required  farther 
ainplificalion.     The  main  question,  it  was 
te   be   observed,  was    not  whether   cash 
payments  were  to  be  resumed  at  the  Bank 
of  England,  within    a  limited  time?     or 
Mdiether  this  rcjiumption  should  at  ail  take 
place  ?  but  it  was,  whether  they  ought  to 
agree   to    the   sentiment   of   the  Learned 
Genth-man     on     this     particular    point  ; 
namely,   that   the    present  -  high  price  of 
bullion  was  to  bo  attributed  to  the  fjuanuty 
of  paper   circulated  in  the    country?  It  is 
necessary,  therefore,  that  the  House  should 
decide  as   to  this  point  between  the  Bank 
Directors  and  the  Bullion  Committee.     He 
himself  had   already    given  an  incidental 
opinion  in  ths  House  on  this  subji.  ct ;  but 
it  v/as  a  subject  which  could  not  be  too 
fully  canvassed    in   the  House  ;  because 
when  they   gave  the  Bank  an   uidimited 
and    discretionary     power     to   issus    out 
paper,    it   was    thtir    duty   carefully   to 
guard  against    any    excess  in  liiat   issue. 
It  became  necessary  then  in  the  first  place, 
to  enquire  in  what  manneti  quantity  had 
an   influence  on  exchange.      He   had  to 
shew  what,  in   his  opinion,  was   r.s  plain 
as  any  poiiit  could  v.-el!  be,  nay,  that  was 
demonstrable  ;  that  th3  quantity  of  paptr 
must   necessarily   influencr^   the    p^ice  of 
commodities.     The  Irisli  Bank  Directors, 
though  they  denied   that  the  Exchange 
was  anywise  aiTecled  by  the  issue  of  paper, 
did  not  deny  that  the  price  of  commodities 
was  aiTected  by   h.     One  of  (he  English 
Bank    Directors    said    something    to   the 
same  eftiict.     ludeeJ,  he   had   never    met 
with  any  one  who  denied  that   the  quan- 
tity of  pap<^  r  influenced  the  price  of  com- 
modities.    The  same  eflfisct  was  produced 
by  the  quantity  of  gold.     Indeed,  the  ge- 
neral principle  of  qurrUiy    was  admitted 
the  other  day  in  the  House,  w  hen  a  centain 
amount  of  Exchetjuer   bills  wns  voted  to 
prevent   soma   persons   in    Scotland,    en- 
gaged in  manufactures,  from  experiencing 
a  fall   in  ihe   price  of  their  commodities. 
They  had  heard  that  the  paper  of  all  the 
Banks  of  Ireland    had  been   dimiinshed. 
The  consequence    "of  this  moasure  was  a 
fall   in  the   price  of  commodities,  but  it 
wag  also   a  rise    in  exchange.     Here   he 
wished  to    be  und^Mstood,  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  a    great  diminution  of 
paper  might  not  be  a  great  evil^  bat  at 


present  it  was  to  l>e  kept  in  mind,  they^ 
were  searching  for  principles — they  were 
inquiring    whether  the   augmentation   of 
the   circulating   medium  of  the   country 
did  not  diminish  the  value  of  that  circu- 
lating meditJm.'  Of  this  principle  he  could 
no  more  doubt  tl.an  he  could  doubt  of  his 
own  exisieiice.     On  the  31st  of  December 
179.5,  tlui  exchange  was  unfavourable  to 
this  country.     I'he  Bank  immediately  li- 
mited their  paper.     Pie  found  at  that  time 
a  gene ral   refusal   to- discount.     It   would 
have  been  very  convenient  to  himself  at 
that  time  toha%'e  received  an  accommoda- 
tion from  the  Bank.     He  had  goods  which 
he  was  compelled,    in    consequence,    to 
sell. at  a  loss.     He  found,  when  he   went 
to  thxi  Bank,  a  sugar  baker  in   the   same 
piedicarnent  with  himself,  who  was  C04n- 
pfll-ed  to  have  recourse  to  the  same  reme- 
dy.    Now  if  tiiis  fact  be  established,  that 
the  augatentation  of  the  quantity  of  paper 
increases  the  price  of  commodities,  was  it 
possible  to  deny  that  bullion  shared  the 
fate    of    all    other    commodities?    Why 
should  not  the  produce  of  the  mine  be  af- 
fected as  well  as  the  produce  of  the  earth  ? 
Whit  was  eTicbange  but  the  relative  value 
of  the  circulating  medium  of  one  country 
compared  with  the  value  of  the  circulating 
medium   of  all    oiher  countries  ?       Now 
this  country  had  taken  a  different  relative 
value  in    her   circulation  to  that  of  other 
countries,    and     therefore    the   exchange 
with  those  countries  ideiitined  itssif  with 
the  price  of  baliion  in  them.     This,  it  was 
to  be  remarked,  was  the  great  f'jnd<imental 
question.    It  was   like   a   primary  law   of 
nature,    and      o;;ght     to    be     constantly 
kept  in  mind.     Not  that  he  meant  to  say 
an  invariable  proportion  was  mainiaaKd 
between  the  price  of  bullion  and  the  issue 
of   paper.      (Hear!   from   the   Ministerial 
Benches).     He  could  suppose  that  on  any 
great   alarm   the    proportions    might   be 
doubled— even  tripled.     There  were   in- 
deed a  variety  of  causes  wJiich  might  ope-» 
rate    more    strongly  at'  one  period   than 
another.     But  f.o   this  point  he  wished  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House,   that  they 
hid  never   on  any   former  occasion  had 
any  thing  lik«  so  great  an  excess  as  now. 
li  at  any  time  the  balance  of  trade  was 
agai.nst  us,   and  the  value  of  gold   rose  in 
consequence,  the  temptation  to  export  oc- 
casioned a  drain  on  the  Bank.     Ti)e  Bank 
then  drew  in  their  issues.     He  vvishtid  to 
call    to   their   recollection    three   periods 
illustrative  of  this.      The    first   of  these 
periods  was  1782,  wUen,  as  appears  trom 
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.the  evii?ei)ce  given  before  tliis  House  in 
1-797,  ihere  «as  a  consulerable  i'all  in  ex- 
change, and  the  Banl;:  reftiscf)  to  make 
any  payments  on  the  loan  of  I7S2,  The 
second  of  these  periods w',3  179.5,  r'hen 
the  exchange  was  f\lso  nn favourable.  The 
Bank  bcgjn  immediately  to  restrict  their 
loans.  The  third  of  these  periods  was 
_17'J7,  when  there  was  a  drain  on  the  Bank 
from  another  cause,  not  connectfd  with 
on  unfavourable  exchange.  To  have  then 
extended  their  issues,  would  have  been 
highly  liberal,  but  the  fnct  w:'.s,  that  they 
on  the  contrary  drew  them  in.  It  was 
necessary  then  to  inquire  how  they  would 
be  freed  from  this  drain  of  gold,  and  not 
permit  the  evil  to  go  on  enlarging,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  the  present  period  were 
anteceiient  to  the  restriction.  If  there 
were  no  restriction  at  the  Bank,  and  no 
law  against  the  exportation  of  gold  coin, 
no  Parliament  to  interfere  with  the  course 
of  proceeding,  how  would  riature  act? 
Supposing  that  the  stamp  of  the  coin 
merely  ascertained  the  quantitj^  and  qua- 
lity of  the  metal  contained  in  it;  suppos- 
ing an  unfavourable  trade  ■dv..  an  unfa- 
vourable harvest,  if  people  from  abijoad 
send  articles  hither,  something  'in  return 
must  be  sent. to  them,  ccmmodities  as  far 
as  they  go,  and  if  any  gold  in  the  coun- 
try, some  of  it  must  also  be  sent,  but  just 
so  much  as  would  put  the  gold  on  the 
footing  at  which  it  might  be  in  the  cx- 
poning  country.  This  might  be  very  in- 
convenient; but  he  was  merely  shewing 
the  course  that  would  be  taken.  The 
gold  going  abroad  would  occasion  it  to  be 
cheaper  there,  irhile  the  high  rate  of  in- 
terest here  would  graduidly  restore  the 
balance  between  this  and  foreign  coun- 
tries, so  that  the  standard  would  still  con- 
tinue to  be  the  same,  as  if  all  was  but  one 
country.  He  asked,  whether  in  such  a 
case  tiiere  would  not  necessarily  be  a 
Hmitation  of  the  circulating  medium  ? 
Surely  there  would.  The  law,  no  doubt, 
would  prove  some  obstruction  to  the  ex- 
portation of  coin  ;  bat  the  value  of  that 
TdifTicuity  was  known.  How  did  this  stand 
■antecedent  to  1797  ?  It  was  necessary  to 
examine  the  principle  of  the  thing.  They 
knew  for  a  hundred  years  back  there  had 
been  a  constant  tendency  to  excess  in 
the  issues ;  but  that  excess  had  always 
been  prevented  by  limitation.  He  had 
already  stated  three  cases  where  the  Bank 
had  limited  their  issues.  When  the  Bank 
felt  an  alarm,  they  very  naturally  reduced 
their  issues.    It  was  altogether  out  of  the 
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question  to  think  of  aflcertaiHra;<  the  excess 
from  tho  quantity ;  for  there  v»cre  a  va- 
riety of  circumstances  which  made  the 
quantity  elude  their  discovery.  The  situ- 
ation of  Europe  might  make  a  diminulioa 
indispcnsibly  necessary.  The  war  had 
such  a  tendency.  Between  17 S3  and 
1792,  years  of  peace,  the  exchange  was 
always  in  favour  of  this  country;  and  ac- 
cordingly it  v;ould  be  found,  the  years 
of  excess  v/st&  during  the  war  in  1795 
and  1797.  —  Gentlemen  might  consider 
what  a  low  rate  of  interest  five  per  cent, 
was,  in  time  of  war,  and  what  a  tempta- 
tion it  afforded  to  apply  for  discounts. 
The  legal  rate  of  interest  was,  no  doubt, 
five  per  cent,  and  it  might  be  imagined 
that  all  the  money  that  was  borrowed 
during  war  was  borrowed  at  that  rate  ; 
but  no  man  could  borrow  money,  except 
froin  the  Bank,  without  paying  additional 
sums,  in  name  of  commission,  wiiich  really 
went  to  increase  the  rate.  A  person  who 
borrowed  at  5  per  cent,  would  find,  on 
balancing  his  books,  that,  independent  of 
the  profits  of  trade,  his  goods  were,  from 
time  to  time,  woith  more  and  more  in 
value,  sn  that  in  time,  by  the  mere  rise  in 
stock  alone,  he  would  be  enabled  to  pay 
oif  the  debt,  in  the  same  manner,  &  per- 
son who  iiT  1790  laid  out  lOUL  in  the  pur- 
chase of,  land,  if  it  were  traced  back, 
would  be  found  soon  to  have  got  the 
whole  into  his  own  pocket.  Jt  was  easy  to 
see  then  what  a  -great  temptation  there 
was  for  bovTOwipg.  It  was  well  known  in 
the  hanking  business,  that  nobody  lent  to 
the  fuil  extent  of  die  demand,  for  it  wouid 
be  perfectly  impos&ible  to  equal  the  m.ea- 
sure  of  the  dema.nd.  The  borrower  pays 
more  than  5  per  cent,  interest  to  avjy  other 
person  than  the  Bank.  It  may  easily  be 
imagined  then,  that  if  the  Bank  with  such 
a  low  inferesi  measure  their  issues  by  any 
think  like  demand,  they  must  run  into 
excess.  In  the  Hamburgh  Bank  the  limi- 
tation against  excess  is  found  in  the  rate 
of  interest;  and  it  may  be  said,  that  the 
Bank  of  England  will  be  constantly  in 
d.3nger  of  excess,  if  the  rate  of  interest  be 
ever  so  little  higher  than  the  legal  rate. 
Since  1797  there  had  been  no  limitation 
whatever  on  the  Bank  ;  and  this  was  the 
turning  point.  The  Right  Honourable 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Rose)  was  displeased  at 
the  comparison  between  the  Bank  of  Engi 
land  and  the  Mississippi  Scheme  of  Law  j 
and  he  agreed  with  him,  that  nothing 
could  be  more  opposite  in  general  ihaa 
they  were.     But  though,  in  many  pointy 
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they  might  be  opposed,  it  was  no  less 
true  that  there  might  be  certain  points  ol' 
similarity  between  them,  and  that  this 
country  may  be  in  danger  of  sulierni'T 
from  the  same  calami. y  which  befel 
France,  iVorr  Law.  Mr.  Lhiv  looked  to 
security,  and  the  Bank  lou'ked,  in  1797, 
to  security.  Law  did  not  issue  paper  for 
more  than  two-thirds  ol"  the  value  of  the 
land.  The  rate  of  interest  ftll  to  3  per 
cent.  Many  good  things  rfesuhed  at  first 
from  this ;  but  he  got  at  last  more  than  all 
the  circulating  medium  of  the  rest  of 
Europe.  He  thought  he  could  not  is^ue 
too  much,  while  he  lent  at  low  interest  on 
good  security.  In  the  same  manner — let 
the  Bank  look  that  thej'  do  not  lend  too 
much  at  low  interest.  Anoiher  rase  ap- 
plicable to  the  present  was  the  Bank  of 
Paris.  The  Bank  of  Paris  was  not  the 
Government  Bank.  It  lent  out  money 
on  moderate  interest,  and  was  founded 
on  good  security.  In  1785,  the  Go- 
Ternment,  wishing  for  money,  contrived 
to  borrow  from  the  Bank,  and  to  interfere 
with  the  paper  currency.  The  Bank 
having  furnished  loans  to  Government, 
augmented  their  paper.  This  again  pro- 
duced a  run  on  the  Bank  ;  at  last  the 
Bank  stopt.  But  the  Bank  immediately 
limited  their  paper ;  and  though  the  ex- 
change had  fallen  10  per  cent,  the  Bank 
felt  no  difficulty.  This  example  was 
made  for  tite  instrncion  of  this  country. 
A  Committee  was  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  business,  and  they  stated  tiirce 
things  as  particularly  to  he  attended  to. 
The  first  was,  that  Gnvernment  should  not 
borrow  from  the  Bank,  very  different  from 
the  practice  in  this  country.  T^hey  next 
stated  that  the  Bank  Funds  should  only 
be  laid  out  on  short  securities,  thar.  they 
might  always  have  it  in  their  power  to 
restrict  their  issues ;  and  in  t!'.e  tnird 
place  they  stated  that  thp  Bank  should 
draw  in  their  discounts  in  case  of  a  drain, 
for  the  meaning  of  a  drain  was,  that  more 
notes  had  been  issued  than  were  re- 
quired, i'his  could  not  i/C  difficult  if  at- 
tention were  paid  to  the  fust  sytn,.>tonis  of 
superabundance.  (Jeatlemcn  would  per- 
haps say  that  thi.>  case  was  not  slrailar  to 
ours.  But  he  would  n:aintain  that  drain 
was  a  proof  of  superabundance.  The  paper 
of  the  Paris  'By.nk  amounted  only  to  ninety 
millions  when  it  siopptd,  while  100  mil- 
lions at  ai.other  period  was  not  found  too 
much;  but  then  there  arose  circumstances. 
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such  as  war,  which  totally  altered  the  re- 
la!  ion  of  the  sum  wanted.  He  protested, 
therefore,  against  the  laying  down  a  par- 
ticular maximum:  The  only  rule  of  guid- 
ance was  neccNsarily  the  drain.  They 
were  exactly  like  the  B:ink  of  Paris. 
There  were  a  variety  of  ;)lher  circumstances 
to  the  same  point,  and  he  believed  Swedea 
was  one.  The  Swedish  Bank,  like  the  Bank 
of  Paris,  lent  at  interest.  It  had  been 
said  that  the  difterence  between  this 
country  and  the  Continent  made  all  these 
foreign  instances  inapplicable  ;  but  were 
there  no  limits  to  this  proposition  ;  wertt 
there  nocouturies  on  the  Conttntnisituate 
like  ourselves?  The  Swedish  Bank,  he 
was  persuaded,  was  of  that  description— 
they  lent  at  interest;  but  they  lent  some- 
what too  largely,  and  stopt  at  a  depre- 
ciation of  70  per  cent.  They  also  say  a 
great  differejice  in  the  price  of  commodi- 
ties is  highly  inconvenient,  that  trade 
would  sufler,  they  wish  to  temporize,  and 
are  indisposed  to  reduce  their  issues  of 
paper.  The  excess  of  America  was  also 
in  point.  Their  paper  was  also  issued  oii 
very  good  security.  Denierara  and  Su- 
rinam were  also  in  point.  It  was  very 
natural  for  us  to  think  that  we  were  the 
centre  of  our  own  system  ;  jn  the  same 
way  as  was  supposed  that  the  sun  kept 
running  round  the  ear:h,  and  not  the 
earth  round  tho  sun,  we  always  iuia::ine 
that  the  bullion  keeps  on  rising,  and  not 
that  our  currency  goes  on  depreciating. 
He  said  he  understood  that  in  Swtden 
also  bullion  was  said  to  rise.  He  rc-niem* 
bered  when  h^-  was  in  a  Russian  counting-' 
house,  he  had  no  ide<;s  how  the  exi  nange, 
now  down  to  1  !,  and  now  up,  was  con- 
tinually agairsst  that  country,  in  the  saiiie 
manner  as  a  leading  tide,  ihougn  it  ap- 
pc.r.rs  for  a  I'ttle  to  go  buck,  keeps  gra- 
dually g;.  ni:ig  more  and  more  grou.id. 
The  general  u.^faiourable  exchange  was 
to  be  attrii)'ite.l  to  the  paper  money 
issiied  by  s«:verai  successive  rulers  of 
Russia,  aod  vlifse  variations  had  their 
origin  in  causTS  that  might  somewhat,  re- 
duf'i;,  but  could  niM'er  substautiu'iv  efToct 
that  u  ifavourable  exchange.  Wifl  it  be 
!>:nd.  tiiat  ihe  same  mea^v:re  may  be  fa- 
vourable here  and  unfavouraide  there? 
i'  appears  from  M.irsiiai!'s  Lif's  of  Wash- 
ng'on,  h  'w  UMwiliiiig  the  Americana 
ivtie  in  17yi  and  1792,  to  own  the  depre- 
ciated state  of  th^-ir  currency. 
Cfo  be  continued.) 
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Letter  XXIV 


Injury  to  Comnterce  by  Buonaparte  —-  He  is 
said  to  have  caused  the  Gold  to  leave  Eng- 
land—  riie  Fault  is  ivith  our  Government — 
Our  Appeals  to  the  French  People  absurd — 
Forged  Bank  Notes  sent  into  KaU  from 
France-^Forged  Assignats — Decision  in 
t/ie  Court  of  King^s  Bench. 

GENTtEMEN, 

We  have  now  to  discuss  the  question  of 
Depreciation.  We  have  now  to  inquire, 
whether  the  Bank  of  England  Notes  have, 
or  have  not,  depreciated;  that  is  to  say, 
fallen  in  value.  After  what  we  have  seen 
in  the  former  Letters,  and  particularly  in 
that  immediately  precediag,  it  is,  indeed, 
nearly  useless  io  put  this  question  to  any 
maa  of  sense,  and  much  more  so  to  make 
it  a  subject  of  serious  discussion.  Never- 
theless, it  will  be  right  so  to  do;  seeing 
that  these  Letters  are  intended  to  treat  of 
every  part  of  this  great  subject,  and  to  put 
upon  record  all  the  material  facts  and  ar- 
guments appertaining  to  it. 

In  the  House  of  Commons,  during  the 
Debate  on  the  Bullion  Report  and  on  the 
Resolutions  thereon  proposed,  by  Mr. 
FitANcis  HoRNEB  on  the  one  side,  and  Mr. 
Nicholas  Vansittart  on  the  other,  it 
was  contended,  by  those  who  were  for 
Mr.  Vansittart,  that  is  to  say,  by  the 
Ministry,  and  their  adherents;  by  this 
part  of  the  House  it  was  contended,  that 
the  Bank  paper  had  not  depreciated,  or 
fallen  in  value;  and,  being  asked,  how 
they  then  accounted  for  the  fact,  that  a 
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guinea  was  worth  265,  or  21s.  they  an- 
swered, that  it  was  very  true,  ihal  Gold 
and  Silver  had  rism;  but,  that  the  Bank 
paper  had  not  fallen. 

They  were  then  asked,  how,  since  they 
would  insist  upon  it  that  it  was  a  rise  of 
Gold  and  Silver,  it  had  come  to  pass  at 
this  time  above  all  others.  Allowing,  for 
argument's  sake,  that  it  was  a  rise  in  the 
value  of  the  guinea,  they  were  asked  how 
the  value  of  ihe  guinea  came  to  rise. 
Their  answer  to  this  was,  that  it  was  oiviiig 
chiefly  to  the  injury  done  to  our  commerce  by 
the  extraordinary,  the  cruel,  the  savage  mea' 
surcs  of  the  inexorable  tyrant  Buonaparte, 
whom  they  designated  by  every  appella- 
tion characteristic  of  a  despot,  and  even  a 
fiend. 

Gentlemen,  we  will  stop  here  ah3  raalce 
a  few  observations  upon  these  charges 
against  the  Emperor  of  Friance  ;  for,  it 
would  be  very  foolish  in  us,  who  call  our- 
selves "  the  most  thinking  people  in  the 
"  world,"  to  suffer  ourselves  to  be  amused 
with  charges  against  Kapoleon,  when  we 
should  be  considering  of  the  real  cause  of 
the  mischief  that  is  now  come  upon  us, 
and  of  the  greater  mischief  that  is  still 
comini^,  and  will  come  vAth.  most  dreadful 
effect,  unless  we  take  timely  measures  for 
preventing  that  effect ;  this  would  be  sell- 
ing ourselves  to  laughter  indeed,  making 
ourselves  an  object  for  the  conteuipt  of 
Europe,  not  excepting  the  Dutch  and  those 
other  nations,  whom,  with  emp'y  inso- 
lence, our  hireling  writers  and  others  sflict 
to  pity. 

We  call  upon  the  Bank  for  Gold  and 
Silver  in  payment  of  their  promissory 
notes.  They  have  no  Gold  or  Silver  to 
give  us  ;  or,  at  least,  none  do  they  give. 
They  are  protected  by  law  at;ainst  our 
demands.  Some  persons  propose  to  re- 
move tl)is  impediment  to  our  detnands. 
The  men  in  power  and  a  great  majority 
of  the  House  of  Commons  say,  no;  and, 
they,  in  objecting  to  the  proposition,  say, 
that  the  Bank  have  not  the  gold  and  sikxr  ; 
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that  they  cannot  get  it;  and,  that  it  is, 
therefore,  impossible  to  make  them  pay. 
This  is  a  sorry  answer  enough  ;  but,  when 
we  complain,  we  are  told,  ihal  Xhe  fault  is 
not  with  the  Government  or  with  the 
Bank,  and  that  it  is  wholly  with  Buona- 
parte, by  the  means  of  whose  laws,  edicts, 
and  workings  of  one  sort  and  another,  the 
Gold  and  Silver  have  been  drawn  out  of 
England. 

Wh*t  should  we  think.  Gentlemen ; 
what  should  we  "thinking  people"  think 
of  a  General,  who  was  to  write  home  word, 
that  he  had  been  beaten  and  routed  and 
lost  half  his  army  ;  but,  that  the  fault 
was  none  of  his,  and  that  it  was  wholly 
the  fault  of  the  enemy's  General,  who  had 
adopted  against  him  a  series  of  extraordi- 
nary, cruel,  and  savage  measures?  What 
should  we  thinking  people  say  to  such  a 
general  ?  What  would  Mr.  CIuin,  the 
editor  of  the  Traveller  news-paper,  in  his 
sublime  orations,  in  the  Common  Council, 
say  to  such  a  general  ?  Would  he  vote 
him  thanks  and  a  sword?  I  do  not  sav 
that  he  would  not;  but,  I  think,  that  you 
will  aguee  with  me,  that  such  a  general 
would,  amongst  most  men,  meet  with  but 
a  cold  reception  ;  and,  thai  h«  would  be 
told,  that  it  was  the  business  oi'  the  enemy 
to  beat  him,  to  route  him,  to  break  him 
up,  to  ruin  him  ;  and  that  it  was  his  business 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  so  doing,  and 
also  to  beat  and  break  up  »nd  ruin  the 
enemy. 

Just  such,  must,  if  we  have  a  grain  of 
sense  left,  be  our  answer  to  the  ministers 
and  their  adherents,  when  they  blame 
Buonaparte  for  having  deprived  us  of  our 
Gold  and  Silver.  It  was  their  business  tb 
prevent  him  from  doing  us  this  mischief. 
It  was  their  business  to  protect  the  coun- 
try against  the  fatal  effects  of  the  enemy's 
measures ;  and,  if  they  found  themselves 
unequal  to  the  task,  they  should  have  said 
so;  and,  I  warrant  them,  there  would  not 
have  been  wanting  others  to  lake  the  la- 
bour oft' their  hand.-:.  These  niirjistersand 
their  predecessors,  for  the  last  twenty 
years,  have  had  the  complete  command 
of  all  the  means,  ail  the  resources,  of  this 
kingdom,  of  every  sort.  They  have  car- 
ried all  the  measures  that  they  proposed. 
They  have  found  out  the  way  of  putting 
down  all  opposition,  or,  at  least,  of  render- 
ing all  opposition  quite  inefficient;  and, 
therefore,  to  them,  and  to  them  alone,  the 
natioa  is  to   look  for    responsibility   fur 


whatever  mischiefs  exist,  or  are  likely  to 
exist.  If,  indeed,  all  be  well ;  if  there  be 
nothing  to  complain  of;  if  the  nation  be 
in  no  danger;  if  there  be  no  eril;  then, 
they  have  nothing  to  be  blamed  for  ;  but, 
if  there  be  any  thing  in  our  situation,  the 
existence  of  which  we  have  cause  to  la- 
ment, to  whom  are  we  to  look,  for  respon* 
sibility,  but  to  them  ? 

But,  to  take  another  view  of  the  matter, 
what,   let  me    ask,   has  Napoleon    done 
against  our  commerce  and  our  currency,  for 
which   he   will  not  easily  find  a  justifica- 
tion in  our  example  ?  Have  we  neglected 
any  means  in  our  power  to  injure  the  com- 
merce and   the  finances   of  France?  Did 
not  Pitt,  from  the  very  outset  of  the  war 
against  the  French   Jacobins  and  Level- 
lers, call  it  atvar  of  finance  ?  And,  were 
not  all  our  efiorts  bent  down  towards  the 
beating  of  France  through  her  finances? 
This   is   notoriously  the  fact ;  and,  as  to 
her  commerce,  it  must  be  well  known  to 
every  one,  that  we  risked  a  war  with  the 
American  States  for  the  purpose  of  inter- 
cepting provisions  in  their  way  to  the  peo- 
ple of  France,  when  they  were  menaced  tvith 
famine.     Was  this    fair    and    honourable 
warfare  ?    I  shall   be  told  that  it  was.     I 
will  not  discuss  the  point.     But,  if  it  was 
so,  what  reason  have  we  to  complain  now, 
when  France  prevents  us,  not  from  receiving 
corn  from  her  dominions  ;  but,  merely  from 
sending   our  products   to    those    dominions. 
This  is  the  utmost  that  Napoleon  does,  or 
that  he   can  do;  and,  I  put  it,  then,  to 
any  reasonable  man,  whether  we  have  real 
cause  of  complaint.     We  may  be  sorry  for 
what  Napoleon  is  doing;  and  we  must  be 
sorry  for  the  individuals  who  suffer  from 
his  measures ;  but,  can  we  complain  of  him 
for    not  receiving  our  goods  now,   when 
we  recollect,  that  we  would  not  suffer  the 
people  of  France  to  receivej^our  from  Ame- 
rica when  we  thought  them  in  the  midst 
of  famine,  and  when  we  further  recollect, 
that  we  openly  avowed  the  ivish  and  the 
endeavour  to  prevent  their  receiving  Jestiit' s 
Bark,  a  drug  so  necessary,  in  many  cases, 
to  the  preservation  of  life  ?  This  was  fair 
in  us,  I  shall  be  told.     Very  well.     That 
I  am  not  questioning  ;  but,  if  this  was  fair ; 
if  a  state  of  war  tolerated  this,  have  we,  I 
ask  again,  any  reason  to  complain  of  him, 
any  reason  to  call  him  tyrant  (as  Geobgb 
Rose  did)  because  he  will  not  now  per- 
mit any  part  of  his    people  to  receive 
goods  which  are  our  produce  or  our  pro* 
perty  ? 
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Oh,  no!  We  must,  expect  that  llie  peo- 
ple of  France  have  the  same  sort  of  feel- 
ings that  we  have  ;  and,  gentlemen,  7nark  it 
well,  I  pray  you,  wc  intercepltd  iho  Hour 
on  its  way  to  France  long  before  Napo- 
leon's name  was  known  to  us.  We,  or,  at 
least,  our  venal  writers,  now  aftect  a  vast 
deal  o^  compasiion  for  the  people  of  France. 
These  wtiters  appear  to  lament  that  the 
French /jeop/e  are  subjected  to  so  terrible  a 
despotism.  But,  either  the  people  of 
France  hear  what  our  writers  say,  or  they 
do  flot  :  if  they  do  not  hear  it.  then  it 
cannot  possibly  produce  any  eftect  upon 
them  ;  and,  if  they  do  hear  it,  they  cannot 
fail  to  call  to  mind,  that  we  have  been  at 
war  against  them  through  all  their  forms  of 
government  ;  and,  that  while  they  w«re 
under  a  republican  form,  or  name,  our  hos- 
tility was  much  more  decided  and  bitter 
than  at  this  moment ;  for,  we  then  de- 
clared war  against  the  principles  of  their 
constitution;  we  declared  that  no  rela- 
tions of  peace  were  to  be  maintained  with 
them ;  and,  now  that  they  are  under  a 
monarchy  (for  that  means  a  government  by 
the  will  of  one  person,)  we  affect  to  feel  a 
great  deal  of  pity  for  them  ;  we  sigh  to  see 
theiafree  ;  and  call  upon  them,  as  loudly 
as  our  venal  writers  can,  to  rise  against 
their  tyrant.  Had  we  begun  war  with 
them  only  when  their  revolution  had 
worked  itself  into  a  monarchy,  then,  in- 
deed, our  appeals  to  them  against  their 
ruler  might  have  been  of  some  avail ;  but, 
how  is  it  possible  for  them  to  believe,  that 
we  are  now  desirous  of  seeing  them  free, 
when  they  recollect  our  conduct  at  the 
outset  of  the  war  ;  and  for  many  years 
during  its  continuance  i  All  our  appeals, 
therefore,  from  Napoleon  to  the  people  of 
France  are  absurd  ;  and  only  bespeak  the 
desperateness  of  our  situation. 

To  return  more  closely  to  our  subject ; 
it  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Bullion 
Debate,  that  Lord  CASxtEREACH  said,  that 
the  tyrant  of  the  Contineat  had,  thus  far, 
been  defeated  in  all  his  attempts  against 
us;  that  he  at  first  attempted  invasion, 
that  he  next  endeavoured  to  excite  rebel- 
lion, that  he  then  assailed  our  commerce ; 
and,  that  having  failed  in  all  these,  he 
was  now   endeavouriirg  to   ruin  our  cur- 

rencyj '^r.  . 

.aosoax>  za)  IsaTv:*  ccr.'/ 

=■??  Now,  bow  far  this  statement  was  true, 

si-fihall  not  pretend  to  say  ;  and,  indeed, 

except  as  to  the  last  point,  it  is  beside  my 

purpose  to  make  any  remark  upon  what  is 
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reported  to  have  been  said  by  this  Lord. 
That  that  part  of  the  statement  is  true, 
there  can,  however,  be  little  doubt;  for, 
it  has  been  slated  in  the  public  prints, 
that  there  have  been  great  quantities  of 
forged  Notes,  purporting  to  be  Notes  of 
the.  Bank  of  England,  sent  into  this  country 
from  France  and  Holland,  This  interesting 
fact  has  been  very  carefully  kept  out  of 
the  London  daily  papei's ;  but,  the  coun- 
try papers  have  been  less  cautious,  owing, 
I  suppose,  to  their  being  at  too  great  a 
distance  from  good  advice  and  powerful 
arguments.  The  following  article,  which 
1  take  from  the  Oxford  Mercury  of  the 
4th  instant,  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  ex- 
plain the  nature  of  what  is  going  on. 
"  Kent.— -We  are  sorry  to  learn  that  a  vast 
"  number  of  forged  notes,  purporting  to 
"  be  those  of  the  Bank  of  England,  are  in 
"  circulation,  particularly  on  this  coast, 
"to  an  alarming  extent ;  we  have  beard 
"  to  the  amount  of  200,000/.  having  been 
"  recently  imported  into  this  county,  from 
"  France  and  Holland,  where  it  is  said 
"  they  are  manufactured  !  We  know  not 
"  to  what  extent  the  evil  may  extend. 
"  Several  51.  10/.  and  even  20/.  of  those 
"  notes  have  already  been  detected ;  and 
"  numerous  1/.  of  the  same  description 
"  are  in  circulation, — indeed,  at  Folk- 
"  stone,  and  some  other  places,  the  notes 
"  of  the  Bank  of  England  are  almost  gene- 
"  rally  refused  in  payment  from  this  cir- 
"  cumstance ;  and  we  hope  some  steps 
"  will  be  immediately  adopted  to  put  a 
"  stop  to  them.  Two  5/.  were  recently 
"  passed  through  the  Dover  Union  Bank; 
"  and  a  20/.  note  was  remitted  to  town  by 
"  a  respectable  tradesman  in  Dover,  a  few 
"  days  since,  which  proved  to  be  a  forgery. 
"  We  should  recommend  every  person  to 
"  keep  the  number  of  the  notes  which 
"  pass  through  their  hands,  or  have  them 
"  previously  indorsed  by  the  person  who 
"  passes  them  ;  we  look  upon  this  to  be  a 
"  very  necessary  precaution,  as  it  is  a 
"  matter  of  the  most  serious  consequence 
"  to  tradespeople  in  general ;  for  if  the 
"  Bank  of  England  notes  can  be  so  readily 
"  imitated,  how  easy  must  it  be  to  forge 
"  the  Provincial  Notes  of  this  and  other 
"  counties." 

This  is  a  war  of  finance  with  a  venge- 
ance !  But,  even  this  I  am  not  disposed 
to  call  an  unfair  and  dishonourable  species 
of  warfare.  I  am  not  disposed  to  call  this 
a  cheating,  swindling,  base  and  cowardly 
mode  of  attacking  a  nation:  indeed^  I 
'      2S2 


12'13] 


POLITICAL  nEGlisTEK.— Paper  against  Gold. 


[1224 


should  not  dare  to  call  it  so,  if  I  were  dis- 
posed to  it,  seeing  tliat  wa  did  the  same 
ioivards  the  French  tvhjn  they  had  a  pupcr- 
monej/.  It  is  well  known  to  u?,  but,  it 
ought  also  W  be  known  to  our  children 
(some  of"  whom  wit  1,1  dare  say,  read  these 
Lfttc-rs),  tlia',  in  the  year  179!,  the  French 
people  niLicle  a  revolution  in  their  govern- 
ment ;  that  they  chose  repre>entalives  to 
frame  a  new  constitution  for  them  ;  that 
they  changed  their  ahsolute  monarchy,  or 
despotism,  into  a  limited  monarchy  ;  that 
they  declared  fretdom  to  be  their  birth- 
right ;  that  (he  nobility,  not  pleased  with 
the  change,  left  the  country;  that  the 
princes  of  the  blood  did  the  same;  that 
the  fugitives  met  with  protection  and  en- 
couragement from  foreign  governments  ; 
that  these  g(vernments  afterwards  made 
war  against  the  French ;  that  England 
joined  in  that  war;  that,  sometime  after 
this  war  began,  the  French  put  their 
King  and  Queen  to  death,  and  declar- 
ed their  country  a  republic;  that  the 
French  had,  at  that  time,  a  paper-money, 
called  Assignats ;  that  upon  this  paper- 
money,  it  was  thought,  depended  the  fate 
of  the  French  revolution;  that,  from  the 
Speeches  in  the  English  Parliament,  it 
will  clearly  appear,  that  the  government 
of  England  looked  upon  the  debasement 
of  those  Assignats  as  the  sure  means  of 
subverting  the  new  order  of  things  in 
France.  Ali  this  should  be  known  to  our 
children  as  well'  as  to  ourselves;  and,  when 
they  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  these 
facts,  they  should  be  told,  that  false  As' 
signati,  that  forged  Assignats,  that  counter- 
feit French  pnper-tnoney  ;  that  these  things 
were  fabricated  in  England  in  quantities 
inmiense.  They  were  intended,  of  course, 
to  be  sent  ijito  France,  there  to  undermine 
the  French  finances,  aid  to  produce  the 
overthrow  of  the  Republican  government. 
The  former  of  these  objects  they  did  ef- 
fect, or,  at  least,  assisted  to  eifect ;  and, 
they,  in  all  probability,  contributed  to- 
wards those  causes^  which  finally  led  to 
the  re-erection  of  the  absolute  monarch}'' 
in  the  person  of  Napoleon. 

'  '  'T  was  afwaj's,  after  hearing  of  these 
forged  Assignats,  very  desirous  of  seeing 
one  of  them  ;  and,  some  time  ago,  a  gf^n- 
tleman  gave  me  nine  or  ten,  whiclj,  ivith 
many  others,  wore  given  to  him  at  the  time 
that  the  fabrication  was  going  on.  He  gave 
me  an  Assignut  lor  90  Livres,  one.  for  50 
Livres,  one  for  10  Livres,  and  several  for  5 
Li  vres.  We  cannot  have  this  fact  too  strong- 


ly imprinted  upon  our  minds  and  cannot 
make  the  impression  too  strong  upon  those 
of  our  children.  It  is  a  great  point,  not  only 
in  the  history  of  paper-money,  but  also 
in  the  political  history  of  tl>e  world.  I 
will,  therelbre,  give  Ikcre,  as  nearly  as  I 
can,  a  copy  of  one  of  these  forged  Assign 
nats,  but  not  of  so  large  a  size  as  the  ori- 
ginal, from  which  I  take  it. 
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The  translation  of  this  is  :  "  Assignat  of 

'«  5  Livres,  created    I  Nov.  1791. Na- 

"  tional    Domains. Assignat    of   Five 

"  Livres,  payable  to  the  bearer  by  the 
"  Extraordinary  Chest.'*  And  the  word 
"  Corset"  was  the  name  of  the  Cashier, 
I  suppose,  who  signed  the  Assignats  iu 
France. 

Such  were  the  means,  which  ice  made 
use  of  tovjurds  the  French  nation  ;  and, 
therefore,  I  trust,  we  shall  not  now  hear  of 
any  complaints  against  than  for  their  en- 
deavouring to  send  us  an  ample  supply  of 
I^ank  notes.  "  Sauce  for  the  goose  is 
"  sauce  for  the  gander,"  all  the  worid 
over. 

But,  was  this;  do  I  know  that  this  was, 
the  work  of  the  government  ?  That  it  was 
actually  done  by  the  order  of  "  the  great 
"  statesman  now  no  more,"  and  paid  for 
out  </  the  people's  taxet.     It  was  not  a 
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trifling  sum  that  these  Assignats  cost  in  the 
forging.  Tliey  were,  wrought  with  great 
care  in  France.  There  was  a  very  inge- 
niously contrived  dry  stump  upon  them. 
The  engraving  was  of  most  exfjuisite 
workmanship.  To  have  eflecled  the  imi- 
tation the  most  ingenious  artists  in  Eng- 
land must  have  used  their  talents.  But, 
ho'.v  do  I  knoxv,  that  this  forging  work  was 
carried  on  under  the  authority  of  the  go- 
vernment ?  Suppose  it  was  not  ?  Whit  do 
we,  the  nation,  get  by  that  in  the  argu- 
n)ent  ?  If  it  was  not  the  governn)ent  who 
ordered  the  thing  to  be  done,  it  was  the 
people  of  England  who  did  it  of  themselves  ; 
and,  therefore,  they  have,  in  that  case,  stiil 
less  reason,  if  possible,  to  complain  of  the 
French  for  sending  over  forged  Bank  Notes 
to  England  at  this  time. 

Whether,  however,  it  was,  or  was  not 
the  act  of  the  Engli-h  Minister  and  Go- 
vernment, you.  Gentlemen,  shall  now 
have  a  fair  oppnrti.inity  of  judging  for 
yourselves.  I  could  here  relate  to  you 
what  I  have  heard  many  persons  say  upon 
this  subject ;  I  could  state  to  you  nan)es 
and  transactions  upon  what  I  deem,  and 
upon  what  you -would,  I  dare  say,  deem  very 
good  authority  ;  but,  as  to  matters  of  this 
sort,  I  always  love  to  deal  in  undeniable 
evidence;  proof  positive  ;  facts  that  leave 
no  room  for  shuffle.     So  I  shall  do  here. 

It  happened,  some  time  after  this  forg- 
ing work  had  been  going  on,  that  there 
was  a  law-suit  between  two  of  the  parties 
engaged  in  it.  Law-suits  are  apt  to  lead 
to  exposures.  So  it  happened  now,  as 
you  will  see  by  the  following  Report, 
which  I  copy,  word  for  word,  from  the 
Law'Books,  which  are  daily  cited  as 
authorities  in  all  our  courts  of  jus- 
tice.   "  STIiONGITHARM    a  gainst 

LUKYN.— Case  on  a  Fromssory  Note. — 
The  Note  was  drawn  by  the  Defendant, 
payable  to  one  Caslon,  and  by  Caslon 
indorsed  to  the  Plaintiff. — The  Plaintifi' 
proved  the  Defendant's  hand-writing  and 

the  indorsement  by  Caslon. ERSKiNE, 

for  the  Defendant,  stated  his  defence  to 
be,  that  Lukyn  was  a  stationer,  and  the 
Plaintiff  an  engraver;  and  that  the  Note 
upon  which  the  Action  was  brought  was 
given  to  Caslon,  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
the  Plaintiff  for  the  engraving  of  Copper- 
plates upon  which  FRENCH  ASSIGNATS 
were  to  be  FORGED;  and  contended, 
that  as  the  consideration  of  the  Note  was 
fraud,  that  it   contaminated    the  whole 


transaction,  and  rendered  the  Note  not 
recoverable l)y  law. — Caslon,  the  indorsor, 
was  called  as  the  witness.  lie  proved 
that  Lukyn,  the  Di'fendant,  having  it  in 
contemplaiion  to  strike  off  iaipressions.of 
a  considerable  quantity  ofAssignats,  to  be 
issued  abroad,  hsd  applied  to  him  fur  lli«, 
purpose  of  recommending  an  engraver, 
for  the  purpose  of  engraving  the  neces- 
sary plates;  and  that  Lukyn  represented 
to  him  that  they  vrere  for  the  Duke  of 
York's  aruii/.—He  said  that  he  applied  to 
Siroiigiiharm,  the  Plaintiff,  who  ar,  first 
declined  the  business  totally ;  but  that, 
being  assured  by  the  v.'itness  that  it  was 
sanctioned  by  government,  and  was  for  the 
use  of  the  Duke  of  York's  army,  he  then 
consented.  The  witness  further  denied 
that  it  was  ever  communicated  to  the 
Plaintiff  that  they  were  to  be  circulated 
for  any  other  purpo.=e  than  as  he  had  re- 
presented.   LORD    KEN  YON    said, 

that  if  the  present  transaction  was  grounded 
on  a  fraud,  or  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
nations,  or  of  good  faith,  he  should  have 
held  the  Notes  to  bs  void  ;  but  that  it  did 
not  appear  that  there  was  any  fraud  in  the 
cxse,  or  any  violation  of  positive  law. 
Whether  the  issuing  of  these  Assignats,/or 
the  purpose  of  distressing  the  enemy,  w  as 
lawful  in  carrying  on  the  war?  he  wus 
not  prepared  to  say;  or  whether  it  came 
within  the  rule,  an  dolus  an  virius  quis  in 
hoste  requirit  ?  But  let  that  be  as  it  might, 
it  did  not  apply  to  the  present  case.  It 
was  not  in  evidence,  that  the  Plaintiff  was 
a  party  in  any  t>aud,  or  that  it  was  ever 
communicated  to  him  that  the  Assignats 
were  to  be  used  for  any  improper  pur- 
pose :  on  the  contrary,  he  supposed  that 
they  were  circulated  by  the  authority  of 
the  higher  powers  of  this  country;  and, 
therefore,  did  not  question  the  propriety 
or  legality  of  the  Tueasure,— -His  Lordsiiip 
declared  iiis  opinion,  therefore,  to  be,  that 
the  consideration  vvas  not  impeached,  and 
that  the  Plaintiff  was  intitled  to  recover. — 
The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  Plaintiff". — 
MiNGAV  and  Marryat  for  the  Plainlitf.r— 
EiiSKiNE  and  Law  for  the  Defendant." — r- 
Having  read  this  document,  Gentlemen, 
you  will  want  nothing  from  me  to  enable 
you  to  decide  who  it  was  that  caused  the 
Assignats  to  be  forged  ;  nor  will  you 
want  any  one  to  assist  you  in  forming  a 
correct  opinion  as  to  the  conduct  of  either 
the  Plaintiff,  the  Defendant,  or  the  Judge. 
The  thing  is  before  you  ;  and  it  speaks 
for  itself  much  too  plainly  to  be  misun- 
derstood. 
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Well,  now,  after  this  ;  with  this  before 
our  eyes  ;  knowing  that  the  world  is  well 
acquainted  with  this  fact,  is  it  not  a  little 
too  impudent  in  us  to  pretend  to  find  fault 
with  the  French  for  supplying  our  coast 
with  Bank  Notes?  I  do  not  know  any 
thing  that  is  more  disgusting  than  this 
species  of  injustice,  which  proceeds  from 
self-conceit.  It  is  the  worst  kind  of  inso- 
lence, and,  whoever  has  paid  attention  to 
its  effects,  must  have  perceived,  that  it 
fails  to  excite  contempt 
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of 


never 

sense.  What,  I  should  be  glad  to  know, 
is  there  in  us  that  we  should  be  justified 
in  forging  French  paper-money  any  more 
than  the  French-  should  be  justified  in 
forging  English  paper  money  ?  Upon 
what  ground  is  it  that  we  claim  the  exclu- 
sive right  of  forging  the  paper-money  of 
our  neighbours  ? 

After  what  we  have  seen  above,  you 
will,  I  am  persuaded,  agree  with  me,  that 
it  is  childish  in  the  extreme,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  for  us  to  co7nplain  of  the  Emperor  of 
France  for  having,  as  Lord  Castlereagh 
said,  set  about  a  scheme  for  the  ruin  of  our 
currency.  And,  it  is  equally  childish  in 
■us  to  suppose,  that  he  will  not  noii\  when 
we  have  proclaimed  the  effects,  persevere 
in  his  hostility  to  our  commerce.  He  is 
now  told,  by  a  majority  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  it  is  Ms  system,  which 
has  produced  all  our  pecuniar i/  distress.  We 
now  say  that  it  is  he  who  has  filled 
the  Gazette  with  the  names  of  Bank- 
rupts ;  which  has  made  one  of  the  two 
"  pillars  of  the  Stock  Exchange"  blow 
his  brains  out ;  which  has  raised  the  pa- 
per price  of  the  Dollar  ten  per  centum 
at  a  slap;  and  which  now  makes  the 
fund'holder  tremble.  He  is  now  told  this 
by  our  Minister  of  finance  ;  aye,  and  by 
the  vote  of  a  majority,  and  a  very  great 
majority  too,  of  the  Honourable  House, 
upon  whose  Journals  it  now  stands  de- 
clared and  recorded,  that  the  commercial 
system  of  Napoleon  has  produced  the  very 
efliects  that  he  intended,  and  that  he  vow- 
ed, it  should  produce.  And,  yet,  there 
are  men  amongst  us  to  call  Napoleon  a 
madman .' 

I  have  taken  up  too  much  of  your  time 
t<aii6tefiniwv  iJpon  the  subject  oi  Deprecia- 

_  „  l^^Hhei^ore,  1  must  postpone  till 
Hly'next/  bfcJgia^j^ou,  with  reference  to 
the  above  rfcYai^al  la^ts,  always  to  bear  in 
mind,  that,  ?Ct  the  oulset  of  our  "war  against 
jj^AiacobitiajqdLJiiance,  we  had  plenty  ot 
■^^^^^^^ 


gold  and  the  French  had  nothing  but  paper, 
and  that  now  the  French   have  plenty  of 
gold  and  we  have  nothing  but  paper. 
I  am. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  friend, 

W".  COBBETT. 

State  Prison,  Newgate,  Friday, 
nth  May,  ISl  I. 


SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Portugal. — The  War.- It  must  be 

peculiarly  flattering  to  the  Common 
Council  to  read  the  news  that  is  now 
reaching  us  from  this  scene  of  glorious 
exploits.  They  "  hallooed"  as  the  old 
saying  is,  "  before  ihty  were  out  of  the  wood." 
They  should  have  waited,  till  they  saw 
Massena  beaten ;  for,  then  there  would 
have  been  little  danger  of  his  again  be- 
coming the  assailant.  Now,  they  will  na- 
turally to  be  full  of  doubts  and  fears; 
and,  to  the  mortification  of  seeing  their 
fond  hopes  disappointed,  they  may  have 
to  add  that  of  becoming  the  means  of 
putting  in  motion  the  risible  faculties  of 
millions  of  people. The  Times  news- 
paper, which  appears  to  be  striving  hard 
to  work  out  its  salvation,  and  which  deals  in 
praises  the  most  nauseous  of  the  Lord 
Marshal  Talavera  and  Marshal  Beresford, 
seems  to  be  a  good  deal  puzzled  about  a 
stop  that  Massena  seems  to  have  made  in 
his  flight,  at  a  moment  when  it  was  ex- 
pected that  he  and  his  brother  generals 
were  drawing  together  from  all  parts  pre- 
vious to  their  flight  out  of  Spain,  as  the 
swallows  do  before  they  take  their  autum- 
nal  departure. The    Times    seems    to 

think,  however,  that  this  halt  argues  nothing 
at  all  of  an  adverse  nature.  "  It  7nay  be," 
says  that  print,  "  that  Massena  has  faced 
'•'  about  on  his  pursuers,  though  without 
"  any  inteiuion  of  a  serious  attack  ;  as  an 
"  animal,  meaning  to  escape,  but  finding 
"  his  tail  caught  in  a  trap,  on  the  domain 
"  whereon  he  has  been  prowling,  suddenly 
"  turns  round  and  snarls  at  the  offisnsive 

"  object." This  is  very  well ;  but,  it 

sounds  rather  odd  to  hear  it  admitted,  that- 
it  is  possible,  that  a  serious  attack  is  in  the 
contemplation  of  Massena.  What!  attack 
our  "  distinguished  warrior"  at  the  head 
of  100  thousand  men  ?  If  this  should  be  the 
case,  the  Common  Council  will  have  to 
meet  again  to  uo/eagainst  this  French  army, 
seeing  that  it  appears  they  are  to  be 
beaten  in  no  other  way  ;  that  is  to  say,  so 
beaten  as  not  to  be  able  to  rise  and  fight 
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again.  •■  One  >5vould  have  thought,  that 
these  men  would  have  been  ashamed  of  the 
word  trap;  that  they  would  have  shunned 
it  as  a  sailor  shuns  the  rocks.  Trap,  in- 
deed !  As  if  it  were  customary  for  any 
one,  who  is  in  a  trap,  to  menace  wiih  a 
serious  attack  those  who  have  caught  him  ! 
But,  this  is,  perhaps,  no  more  absurd,  no 
more  insulting  to  common  sense  than  the 
rest  of  what  we  have  been  compelled  to 

hear  upon  this  subject. -IVhat  will  be 

said,  however,  if  Lord  Talavera  should  be 
again  put  upon  the  retreat ;  if  he  should 
again  set  about  the  plan  of  drawing  31us- 
sena  after  him  ?  This,  one  would  suppose, 
to  be  quite  out  of  the  question.  There 
does  not  seem  to  be  force  enough  with 
Massena  to  enable  him  to  attempt  an  at- 
tack upon  our  army  ;  but,  if  such  a  thing 
were  to  be,  what  would  be  said  ?  What 
would  be  hatched  up  to  tell  this  "  most 
"  thinking  nation  in  Europe  ?"  Let  not  the 
reader  imagine,  however,  that  nothing 
would  be  found  out  to  tell  us ;  let  him 
not  suppose,  that  these  venal  writers 
would  be  at  a  loss  for  a  story ;  for  they 
would  come  out  to  the  public  with  just  as 
much  unconcern  as  if  nothing  at  all  of  an 
^adverse  nature  had  happened  ;  and  they 
would,  even  in  the  case  of  a  re-entering  of 
Portugal  by  the  French  and  another  re- 
treat by  our  army,  find  grounds,  not  only 
for  consolation,  but  for  boasting ;  yes, 
they  would  discover  new  triumphs,  new 
glories,  in  the  precise  reverse  of  that 
which  they  have  lately  been  extolling  to 

the  skies. It  is   a  very  strange  thing, 

that,  after  all  our  experience ;  after  all 
our  numerous  expeditions  ;  after  all  that 
we  have  seen  in  Holland,  in  Flanders,  in 
Naples,  in  Egypt,  in  Hanover,  in  Den- 
mark, in  Walcheren,  at  Ferrol,  at  Qui- 
beron,  and  every  where  else,  M'here  we 
have  attempted  to  gain  and  l<eep  a  foot- 
ing ;  it  is  very  strange,  that,  after  all  that 
we  have  seen  in  this  way,  we  should  still 
be  as  credulous  as  ever ;  that  we  should 
still  hope  to  beat  France  by  land  upon 
the  Continent  of  Europe ;  and  that  we 
should  still  talk  of  the  d-divcrancc  of  na- 
tions. In  this  hopeful  work  of  delivering 
nations,  we  spent  two  hundred  millions  in 
one  war,  and  now  we  have  scent  four 
hundred  millions  in  another  war  ;  that  is 
to  say,  we  have  borroived  that  much,  and 
have  spent  it,  besides  twice  as  much  in 
taxes.  We  have  long  been  giving  a  tenth 
part  of  our  income  for  the  deliverance  of 
Europe  in  addition  to  all  our  other  taxes ; 
and  still  there  are  men^  who  believe^  that 
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Europe  is  to  be  delivered  by  us,  though 
every  year  puts  her  more  and  more  com- 
pletely into  the  power  of  our  enemy. 

As  to  the  war  in  Spain  and  Portugal^  I  am 
of  opinion,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Emperor  of  France  to  draivl  it  out  for  some 
time  longer  yet.  It  is  a  swallow  hole  of 
Englishmen  and  money.  It  will  take 
away,  if  it  be  kept  up  for  a  year  or 
two  longer,  another  hundred  thousand 
men,  and  perhaps,  thirty  or  forty  thou- 
sand horses.  It  will  take  stores  and 
arms  in  quantity  immense.  In  short,  it 
is  so  near  at  hand,  and  so  accessible  at  all 
times  of  the  year,  that  it  will  drain  us  as 
dry  as  Dr.  Rush  (the  American  Sangrado) 
used  to  drain  the  veins  of  his  patients  ;  it 
will  make  us,  as  he  used  to  say  of  them,  as 

tvhitc   as  veal. The   cost  to  Napoleon 

will  be  very  trifling.  He  does  not  want 
his  armies  to  lie  idle  at  home.  It  will  be 
a  very  easy  matter  for  him  to  keep  up  in 
the  Peninsula  a  force  sufficient  to  induce 
us  to  be  continually  sending  out  reinforce- 
ments and  supplies;  and,  when  he  looks 
upon  us  as  being  sufficiently  drained,  what 
is  to  prevent  him  from  sending  150  thou- 
sand men  against  us  at  once  ? In  the 

mean  while,  our  debt,  taxes,  and  paper 
will  increase  at  a  dreadful  rate.  This  year 
there  will  be  in  all  probability,  30  millions 
of  new  debt  contracted,  in  one  shape  or 
another.  Perhaps  more.  Next  year  will, 
if  the  war  go  on  in  the  Peninsula,  demand 
a  greater  increase;  and,  those  commercial 
means,  that  make  so  essential  a  part  of  the 
resources,  will  become  every  day  less  and 
less.  The  increase  of  the  debt  and  the 
taxes  will  cause  a  proportionate  increase 
in  the  paper-money  ;  'till,  at  the  end  of  a 
couple  or  three  years,  the  Dollar  will,  in 
all  human  probability,  pass  for  a  pound. 

This  is  so  clear  to  me,  that  I  think  it 

must  be  equally  clear  to  others.  I  may 
be  deceived ;  but,  if  I  am  not,  the  policy  of 
Napoleon  is  to  protract  the  war  in  Spain  and 
Porlifgrd ;  to  keep  it  on  in  such  a  way,  that 
we  shall  be  constantly  tempted  to  be  feed- 
ing it  v.'ith  troops  and  provisions;  TO 
SELL  LIS  (as  he  hasdone  all  the  last  year) 
CORN  FOR  US  TO  SEND  TO  POR- 
TUGAL, and  to  take  our  remaining  gold 
and  silver  for  the   use  of  the   Farmers  of 

France. He,    in     the    meanwhile,    is 

growing  rich.  The  war  costs  him  little. 
Our  money  goes  to  encourage  the  agri- 
culture of  his  people,  and  indeed  to  estab- 
lish amongst  them  those  manufactories, 
which  he  is  rendering  useless  here.  So 
that  at  the  end  of  a  few  years  he  must,  if 
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he  keep  up  the  war  in  Spain  and  Portugal, 
reduce  us  to  a  state  such  as  very  few  men 

seen    lo   be    aware    of. Some    people 

think  it  incredible  that  he  should  prolong 
the  war  in  the  Feninsula  iVom  r.ny  other 
motive  than  ii-ant  of  ability  to  drive  us  out. 
This  may  lie  the  only  motive.  I  do  not 
say  that  it  is  not ;  but,  I  nm  quite  satisfied, 
that,  if  it  be,  his  love  of  military  glory 
gets  the  better  of  sound  policy;  and,  while 
we  are  tonfebsing,  in  the  most  explicit 
manner,  that  he  has  beat  us  in  a  comrner- 
cial  warfare,  why  should  we  reject  the 
idea  of  his  being  equally  wise  as  to  war- 
fare of  another  sort  ? 1  am  aware  that 

to  hold  out  nothing  but  cheering  prospects 
would  be  pieasanter;  but,  these  are  mv 
opinions,  and  I  will  not  disguise  them.  I 
saw  no  i^ood  to  Eni^land  likely  to  result  from 
the  retreat  of  Masvena  ;  I  see  none  now ; 
i-;nd  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  long  before 
the  public  will  be  of  my  opinion,  if  they 
are  not  so  already. 

Irish  and  English  Militias. 1  have 

no  time  to  say  more  than  a  few  words 
upon  the  intended  Act  for  an  interchange 
of  the  Militias  ;  but,  I  cannot  let  it  pass 
wholly  in  silence. Mr.  Ryder,  in  in- 
troducing this  Bill  is  reportpdto  have  said  : 

"  It  had  been  observed   to  him,   that 

"  this  measure  was  not  necessary,  because 
"  on  emergencies  the  Militia  of  each  coun- 
"  try  have  always  volunteered  their  ser- 
**  vices,  and  no  dcubt  they  would  again  do 
"  so  if  the  same  circumstances  again  oc- 
"  curred  :  but  still  he  thought  it  proper  to 
"  place  this  matter  on  a  permanent  foot- 
"  ing.  He  refe.red  to  the  campaign  in 
,*  Portugal,  and  observed  how  great  ivould 
/  have  been  our  advantage,  if,  instead  ofsend- 
"  ing  to  Siciij/,  Halifax,  and  other  distant  si- 
"  tuations,  for  troops  to-  reinforce  our  brave 
"  arniTj,  tve  had  been  able  to  send  off  imme- 
"  diateli/  a  portion  of  that  fine  army  that  teas 
"  locked  up  in  Ireland,  by  sending  over  an 
"  Cijual  number  of  English  wilitia,  and  bring- 
"  ing  the  same  number  of  Irish  militia  hf're." 
——Now,  what  does  this  mean?  Why, 
that  there  was  a  fine  army  of  regular 
troops  in  Ireland;  but  that,  ybr  want  of  le- 
gal power  to  send  to  Ireland  some  of  the  Eng- 
lish Militia  to  supply  the  place  of  regulars, 
those  regulars  could  not  be  sent  to  Portu- 
gal. And  why  ?  Why  could  they  not  be 
sent  to  Portugal  ?  II  hy  was  it  necessary 
to  keep   them   "locked  up  in -Ireland?" 

Why  should   they  be  kept  there  f The 

answer  of  Mr..  Rvdek  is,  that  we  were  not 
able  to  send  over  English  militia  to  supply 


the  place   of  the  regulars.     Then,  it  fol- 
lows, that  those  regulars,  or  the  English 
militia  in  place  of  them,  are  necessary  in 
Ireland.     And,    for  ivhat  purpose  are  they 
necessary  in  Ireland  ?    Is  it  to  defend  Ire' 
land?   if  so,  against  whom?   And,  at  any 
rate,  if  necessary  for  defence,  why  should 
not  the  Irish  militia  be  as  efficient  as  the 
English  militia?    Are  not    the    former   as 
brave  as  the  latter?  Irishmen  have  always 
been  as- brave  as  Englishmen  ;   and,  upon 
a  recent  occasion,  they  have  given  a  sijjnal 
proof  of  their   bravery.     If,  indeed,  Mr.  , 
Ryder  had  said,  that  the  regulars  could 
not  be  withdrawn  for  want  of  more  troop-s 
Jo  defend  the  couiitry  against  the  French; 
there  would  have  been  no  questions  to  ask, 
except  as  to  the  number  ot  troops  wanted 
for  that  defence  ;   but,  he  tells  us,  that  the 
regular  troops  could  not  be    spared,  be- 
cause  we  were  unable  to  send    English 
militia    to    be     exchanged  for     an    equal 
number  of  Irish  militia  to  be  brought  to  Eng- 
land.    So  that,  the  regular  troops  might, 
it  seems,  have  been  spared,  if  their  place 
could    have    been    supplied    by    English 
railitia,  without  adding  to  the  number  of 
militia    in    Ireland.     'I'here   were    militia 
troops  enough  in  the  kingdom  ;   but,  they 
were  not,  it  seei.i^,.  of  the  right  sort. — ~I 
take  this   extract  of  Mr.  Ryder's  speech 
from  the  Morning   Chronicle.     I  do  not 
pledge  myself  for  its  correctness  ;  but,  if 
it  be  correct,  this  that  I  have  given  is  the 
meaning   of  it.     And,  it  is   a   meaning, 
which  I  am  very  sorry  to  give  to  it ;  be- 
cause it  implies,  that  the  Irish  railitia  are 
not  thought  to  be  so  likely  to  act  efficiently 
in  the  defence  of  Ireland  as  the   English 
militia;  and  this  is  an   idea,  which  is  at 
war  with  all  those  notions  which  we  have 
heretofore    been    taught  to   entertain    re- 
specting ihe  motives  which  animate  men 

in  defending  their  countrj\ It  is  our 

custom  to  talk  of  men  fighting  in  defence 
of  their  country,  because  they  are  attached 
to  it ;  because  they  love  the  laws,  the 
liberties,  the  rights,  the  blessings  which 
they  enjoy  in  their  country.  These  are 
the  motives  which  we  ascribe  to  our  allies 
in  Spain  and  Portugal.  What  would  be 
thought  of  a  proposition  to  bring  the 
Spanish  troops  into  Portugal  and  sending 
the  Portuguese  troops  into  Spain  ?  And, 
why,  then,  should  we  bring  Irish  militia 
men  into  England  and  send  English  militia 
men  into  Ireland  ?  The  cause  is  the  same, 
the  enemy  is  always  the  same;  and,  it 
does,  to  me,  at  l«ast,  appear  very  strange 
indeed,  that  the  militia  of  the  one  country 
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should  be  regarded  as  most  likely  to  be 
efficient  in  the  defence  of  the  other  country. 
1  shall  say  no  more  about  this  at  pre- 
sent, but  shall  resume  the  subject  another 
time. 

W^^  COBBETT. 
State  Prison,  Neivi^ate,  Friday, 
May  17,  IS)  I. 


BULLION  DEBATE. 

(Continued  from  page  1 2  ]  6  J 
They  were  all   inclined  to  impute  their 
unfavourable  exchange  to  an  unfavourable 
state    of  trade.     It  was   true,   that   there 
were  continual  variations  of  tratle,  which 
produced   minor  changes  in   the  state  oi 
exchange.     But  the  Bank  must  lake  the 
hint  given  by    nature,    and    limit    their 
issues. — This  was    the   gate    which    they 
should  open  for  the  evil.     When  the  ques- 
tion was  with  regard  to   so  great  a  body 
as  the  Bank  of  England,  it  became  of  im- 
mense importance  to  look  to  the  general 
principle. — If  they  did  not  calculate  this 
operation  of  nature,  they  would  bring  the 
greatest  danger  on  the  country. — He  did 
not  think  the  Bank  of  England  guilty  of 
any     particular    excess ;     but    wbat    he 
blamed  them  for  was,  that  they  did  not 
lately  look  to  the  exchange,  taking  a  hint 
from  it,  and  act  as  they   would   otherwise 
have  done. — But  they  felt  no  pressure  on 
themselves. — Supposing   the  Bullion   Re- 
port contained  all  the  blunders  imputed 
to  it  by  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman, 
still  if  it  had  done  nothing  else  but  call 
the  attention  of  Parliament  to  the  subject, 
it  had  done  immense  service  to  the  coun- 
try.   Mr.  Adam  Smith  said,  that  if  any  man 
had  an  exclusive  power  of  supplying  the 
currency  of  a  country,  it  was  in  his  power 
to  give  any  price  he  pleased.   He  granted, 
a  great  deal  of  distress  would  arise   from 
the   removal  of  the    restriction,   but   he 
merely    wished    to    put    this     question : 
Would  they  rectify  the  exchange  ?  (Hear!) 
He  did  not  say  that  distress  might   not 
follow;    but  he   said,   that  the  Bank   of 
England  would  do  great  mischief.     One 
of  the  objections  was,  that  no  gold  was  to 
be  had.     Nobody  felt  more  than  he  did, 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  gold.     It  might 
be  true,  that  gold  was  dear  all    over  the 
world,  and  was  likely  to  remain  so,  and 
that  might  be   an  argument  for  altering 
the  standard ;    but   if  they  had   20   per 
cent,  above  paper  they  had  taken  leave  of 
gold.      If  gold   is  dearer    all    over   the 
world,  then  depart  from  the  standard.— 


MAY  18,  Izn.^BuUion  Debate.  [1234 

He  wished   to  concede  something  to  the 
Bank.     If,  with  increased  issues,  the  com- 
merce and  prosperity  of  the  country  had 
increased,  it  was  well  ;  but  when  the  ex- 
change became  unfavourable,  it  was  to  be 
considered,  whether  to  maintain  our  cur- 
rency at  its  standard  at  home,  we  have  to 
suffer  a  depreciation    in  its  foreign  rela- 
tions.— He  asked,  v/hether  it  were  better    ■ 
to  wait  under  an   idea  that  some  chance 
should  relieve  us,  or  to  act  like  men  who 
understood  the  subject,  and  seek  a  remedy 
for  our  daiigtr  ?   He  said  the  Bank  Direc- 
tors  sesmed   to    be    ignorant    of   certain 
principles.     He  derived  some  hope  when 
he   saw  how  we    had  recovered  our  ex- 
change in  1 801  and  1 802,  but  it  was  to  be 
remembered  th:it  in  1801  and  ]S02,  there 
was  mucif  gold  in  the  country,  and  that  by 
the  subtraction  of  that  the   country  was 
benefited,  though  the  hank  notes  were  not 
reduced.      But   the   departure   then  was 
only  7   or  8  per  cent.     It  is  now  20  per 
cent.     It  has  also  remained  so  for  two  or 
three  years.     It  was  then   peace,  and   it; 
is  now  war.     It  seemed,  therefore,  a  mat- 
ter of  prudence    to   submit   to  the   only 
means  of  guarding  against  a  greater  evil. 
He  adverted  then  to  the  state  of  our  trade; 
and    according   to   the    shewing    of   the 
Right  Honourable    Gentleman  last   year, 
being  the  most  favourable  balance  of  trade 
ever  known,  the  exchange  ought  to  have 
been  favourable,  while  it  was,  on  the  con- 
trary, as  was  well  known,  so  very  unfa- 
vourable. 


Tuesday,  May  7. 

Mr.  Vansittast  regretted  that  a  Com- 
mittee, consisting  of  such  respectable 
Members  should  have  come  to  a  conclusion 
so  far  different  from  his.  But  he  was 
more  surprized  at  the  manner  in  which 
this  had  been  brought  before  the  country  ; 
for  a  bolder  experiment  on  public  and 
private  credit  he  had  never  known.  He 
was  surprised,  too,  at  the  mode  in  which 
the  Gentlemen  had  acted  on  their  x>wtx 
Report.  They  had  suggested  a  remedy 
for  the  evil,  the  application  of  which  was 
deemed  of  the  last  importance.  Yet  they 
had  allowed  along  interval  to  elapse  ;  and, 
from  this,  he  could  not  help  concluding,  that 
they  had  trembled  at  the  effects  that  might 
result  from  their  own  proposition.  There 
were  two  circumstances  which  strongly 
tended  to  corroborate  this  idea.  When  they 
stated  that  the  state  of  the  exchange  might 
be  altered  by  a  repeal  of  the  restriction, 
how  was  it  that  they  did  not,  in  the  first 
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place,  propose  to  repeal  the  statutes 
against  the  exportation  of  coin  to  foreign 
countries  ?  As  to  foreign  nations,  the  ex- 
change would  remain  the  same,  while  the 
gold  continued  here.  But  then  he  would 
be  told,  that  the  coin  would  find  its  way 
abroad  in  spite  of  law.  That  might  be  ; 
but  still  he  could  not  imagine  that  they 
could  willingly  connive  at  what  must  have 
its  foundation  in  fraud  and  perjury.  Ano- 
ther circumstance  was  tiie  line  which 
they  adopted  with  regard  to  the  late  issue 
of  Exchequer  Bills  for  the  relief  of  trade. 
That  issue  was  large,  and  must  have  added 
considerably  to  the  amount  of  circulating 
medium.  If  it  was  of  so  much  importance 
to  restrain  this,  how  was  it  that  this  was 
not  strongly  urged  in  opposition  to  the 
measure  ?  The  question  had  not  come 
upon  them  by  surpriae,  and  he  could  only 
suppose  that  they  themselves  were  so  well 
aware  of  the  danger  of  acting  on  their 
own  principles  to  the  utmost  extent,  that 
they  yielded  to  the  sense  of  the  country, 
and  refrained  from  pressing  them  on  that 
occasion. — He  himself  was  desirous  that 
cash  payments  should  be  resumed  as  soon 
circumstances  would  permit. —  (Hear! 
hear!)  But  he  was  far  from  agreeing 
that  the  suspension  was  attended  with  the 
injurious  effects  ascribed  to  it.  His  Ho- 
nourable and  Learned  Friend  measured 
bank  notes  by  a  standard  by  which  it  was 
never  intended  they  should  be  measured. 
It  was  never  intended  that  they  should  be 
measured  by  gold.  The  Sovereign  had 
the  power  of  fixing  whatever  standard  was 
found  most  convenient  for  the  public  ; 
and  beyond  this  he  knew  of  no  standard. 
The  bank  notes  might  not  conform  to  the 
standard  set  up  by  his  Honourable  Friend. 
—He  himself  had  said  that  there  was 
now  no  standard,  and  yet  he  would 
ask  how  often  he  had  found  a  bank 
note  pass  at  a  fair  current  value  ?  The 
bank  notes,  as  he  had  slated  in  his  Re- 
solution, had  suffered  no  depreciation  in 
current  value,  as  far  as  depended  on  public 
estimation  and  general  acceptance. — He 
(Mr.  V.)  and  those  who  thought  with  him 
contended  that  paper,had  not  depreciated. 
It  vyas  for  his  Learned  Friend,  and  those' 
who  concurred  with  him,  to  prove  the 
contrary.  But  there  was  almost  positive 
proof  that  they  had  not  really  depre- 
ciated. It  was  well  known,  that  though 
the  tender  of  bank  notes  protected  from 
arrest,  they  were  not  a  legal  tender.  Any 
individual  might  be  compelled  by  process 
to  pay  his  debt  in  coin,  and  yet  he  would 
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ask  whether  such  a  process  had  been  ever 
pursued  ?  He  was  not  aware  of  a  single 
instance.  But  even  if  an  instance  or  two 
could  be  pointed  out,  he  could  build  no- 
thing upon  it  without  inquiring  into  the 
circumstances.  The  cause  might  be  very 
difierent  from  a  depreciation  of  bank  notes. 
It  might  be  a  wager,  or  any  other  capri- 
cious motive.  He  still  said,  therefore, 
that  the  notes  held  in  public  estimation  an 
equivalent  value  to  coin. — They  distin- 
guished depreciation  into  two  sorts: — 
first,  what  arose  from  a  debasement  of  the 
coin,  and  what  arose  from  excess.  When 
the  ordinary  currency  was  below  the  ap- 
pointed standard  of  the  coin,  there  was  a 
failure  ofconfidence  in  it  among  foreigners, 
and  thus  the  exchange  was  depressed. 
But  an  excess  of  paper  would  not  afiect 
the  exchange  at  all,  unless  the  imports 
were  large  and  the  exports  small.  Such 
was  the  opinion  of  Sir  Francis  Baring,  to 
whose  memory  he  paid  a  high  compli- 
ment.— The  Committee  had  referred  to 
the  case  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  as  a  proof 
of  the  depreciation.  He  had  been  a  Mem- 
ber of  that  Committee,  and  there  it  had 
been  proved  that  the  paper  was  current  at 
a  difierent  value  from  the  coin.  But  that 
was  not  owing  to  excess,  but  to  the  want 
of  confidence  in  the  paper,  arising  from 
the  previous  disturbances  in  that  country, 
and  also  from  the  circumstance,  that  a  want 
of  confidence  in  the  several  inferior  esta- 
blishments had  extended  even  to  the  Bank 
of  Ireland  it.self.  An  increase  of  currency 
might  undoubtedly  produce  a  ri.se  of 
prices,  as  the  Committee  had  said.  But 
that  principle,  he  apprehended,  had  been 
stated  in  much  too  broad  and  general  a 
way.  A  rise  of  prices  from  this  cause 
could  not  suddenly  take  place  all  over 
the  world,  or  in  any  extensive  coun- 
try. Great  experiments  of  diflferent  kinds 
had  lately  been  made  in  several  countries, 
and  among  others,  experimenls  on  circu- 
lating medium. — He  referred  to  the  prices 
in  France  and  Prussia  at  difierent  times, 
both  with  a  paper  and  a  cash  circulation, 
and  stated  thai  the  eftects  were  very  far 
from  corresponding  with  the  principle 
laid  down  by  the  Committee.  This 
clearly  proved  that  the  principle  was  sub- 
ject to  be  circumscribed  by  circumstances. 
With  regard  to  the  exchange,  he  con- 
tended that  it  was  perfectly  absurd  to  rea- 
son on  that  point  at  present,  as  one  might 
fairly  do  in  ordinary  times.  The  ex- 
change was  the  last  of  the  commercial  re- 
finements of  civilized  nations.      It  de- 
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ponded  on  free,  uniform,  and  uninter- 
rupted intercourse.  But  the  state  of  com- 
merce was  the  reverse  of  all  this.  It  had 
been  disturbed  by  the  despotic  measures 
of  the  Tyrant  of  the  Continent,  and  in 
some  places  entirely  annihilated.  The 
practices  of  barbarous  ages  had  returned 
— and  commerce  was  carried  on  through 
the  medium  of  armed  depots,  as  on  the 
coasts  of  Africa  and  some  parts  of  Ame- 
rica. The  wonder  wns,  not  that  the  state 
of  the  exchange  had  been  unsteady,  but 
that  it  should  retain  any  thing  approach- 
ing to  a  fixed  character.  That  it  did  so, 
he  was  convinced  was  owing  to  the  in- 
tegrity and  high  character  of  the  London 
Merchants.  \Vhen  the  profits  upon  other 
articles  sent  abroad  were  so  high,  was  it 
surprizing  that  15  and  1(3  per  cent,  should 
be  made  on  biHs  of  exchange  ? — Before 
he  entered  on  a  short  review  of  the  Reso- 
lutions of  his  Honourable  Friend,  he  would 
just  touch  upon  the  subject  of  the  tempta- 
tion to  which  the  Bank  was  said  to  be  lia- 
ble to  issue  notes  to  excess  in  consequence 
of  the  profits  derived  from  the  practice. 
He  wished  to  distinguish  between  the 
profits  made  in  a.  fair  commercial  way  by 
the  Bank  and  those  arising  from  the  re- 
striction. It  was  well  known  that  of  late 
years  15,  IG,  and  18  per  cent,  profit  had 
been  made  by  capitalists  upon  pecuniary 
transactions.  The  Bank  had  almost  an 
unlimited  command  of  capital,  and  it  was 
natural  that  their  profits  should  be  large. 
Let  (ientlemen  consider  what  profits  must 
have  been  made  upon  dej)osits  to  the 
amount  of  eight  millions.  Yet  these  were 
all  fair  commercial  |uofits,  and  the  Direc- 
tors would  not  have  done  justice  to  the 
Company  if  they  had  neglected  to  avail 
themselves  of  their  advantages.  He  could 
not  allow  that  the  Bank  profits  were  of  an 
invidious  nature,  unless  it  appeared  that 
they  issued  notes  with  a  view  to  profit 
from  their  excess.  It  was  true  that  the 
amount  of  Bank  notes  had  increased,  but 
then  other  currency  had  diminished  in  a 
much  greater  proportion.  As  his  Right 
Honourable  Friend,  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Navy,  had  stated  last  night,  the  increase 
between  1802  and  1S09  was  only  some- 
what beyond  300,000/.  Could  this  be 
considered  as  more  than  the  public  neces- 
sity called  for  ?  The  state  of  the  funds  and 
floating  securities,  together  with  other  cir- 
camslauces,  proved  that  there  was  rather 
a  scarcity  than  redundancy  of  circulating 
medium.  The  Right  Honourable  Gentle- 
man then  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the 
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Resolutions  of  the  Learned  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Horner).  To  the  10th  Resolution 
he  objected,  in  so  far  as  it  went  to  set  up 
a  standard  for  measuring  the  value  of  the 
Bank  of  England  notes  in  bullion.  He 
would  affirm,  that  these  notes  were  in- 
tended as  a  representative  of  the  legal 
coin,  and  nothing  else  ;  and  so  long  as  the 
Bank  of  England  notes  did  not  fall  below 
the  value  of  that  coin,  the  Bank  had  com- 
pletely fulfilled  every  engagement.  To 
the  1  Ith  Resolution,  though  he  of  course 
could  not  but  object,  he  would  observe, 
that  with  respect  to  country  bank  paper 
there  were  many  instances  in  which  it  had 
been  carried  to  excess;  but  yet  he  could 
not  think  the  excess  was  of  tlie  nature  of 
that  described  in  this  Resolution,  nor  was 
to  be  cured  in  the  way  there  pointed  out. 
— Much  individual  distress  was  no  doubt 
occasioned  by  the  facility  of  country 
banks,  and  by  the  partners  of  these  banks 
themselves  engaging  in  trade.  The  con- 
sequences of  these  indiscreet  adventures 
were  indeed  frequently  to  be  deprecated  ; 
but  still  nobodj'^  would  say  that  any  thing 
like  depreciation  took  place.  It  would  be 
found  that  one  kind  of  paper  supplied  the 
place  of  another;  and  that  an  over-issue 
was  replaced  by  another  currency,  or  was 
returned  upon  the  issuer.  Some  restraint, 
no  doubt,  ought  to  be  imposed  on  the 
issues  of  country  banks  ;  but  it  was  to  be 
kept  in  mind  that  this  was  a  point  of  ex- 
treme difficulty.  Perhaps  the  best  rnea- 
sure  would  be  to  prohibit  country  banks 
from  entering  into  any  other  speculation  ; 
but  still  this  would  be  so  easily  evaded, 
that  no  great  good  could  be  expected  from 
it.  To  the  12th  Resolution  it  was  not 
necessary  to  advert.  That  the  exchange 
was  at  present  unfavourable  would  be  ad- 
mitted by  every  body,  though  he  could 
not  see  any  necessity  for  entering  this 
circumstance  on  the  Journals.  The  13th 
was  somewhat  extraordinary.  It  admitted 
that  there  were  other  causes  co-operating 
in  the  present  state  of  the  exchange  ; 
while  the  main  part  of  the  Resolution 
turned  on  the  loss  of  the  relative,  value  of 
our  currency.  But  he  denied  that  the 
currency  had  lost  itsrelativc  value.  With 
respect  to  the  11th  Resolution,  he  would 
admit  that  if  the  Bank  could,  b)'^  any  li- 
mitation of  their  issues,  produce  an  altera- 
tion in  the  exchange,  then  it  would  be 
their  duty  to  attend  to  this  ;  but  the  feet 
was  that  the  issues  of  the  Bank  had  no  ef- 
fect upon  the  exchange.  Ihis  circum- 
stance was  illustrated- by  such  a  great  va- 
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riety  of  instances  last  night,  that  it  was 
now  unnecessary  to  enlarge  further  on  it. 
It  was  seen  that  the  rise  and  fall  of  ex- 
change had  no  connection  witli  the  aug- 
mentation or  diniinuiion  of  issues,  fre- 
quently rising  when  tiie  no:e3  were  aug- 
mented, and  falling  when  they  were 
diminished.  With  regard  to  the  15th 
Resolution,  he  had  to  say,  that  the  only 
adequate  security  against  the  eftects  of 
alarm  in  such  a  situation  as  ours  was  a  re- 
striction. What  would  be  the  effects  of  a 
resumption  ?  — Unless  coin  could  be  ex- 
ported, no  beneficial  effects  could  be  ex- 
perienced on  exchange  ;  and  no  effect,  at 
any  events,  would  be  produced  on  our  in- 
ternal relations.  But  he  wished  the  House 
to  consider  what  the  state  of  things  would 
be  in  the  intermediate  interva.1  between 
the  resumption  of  cash  payments,  and  the 
lime  when  that  resumption  was  resolved 
on.  The  Bank  would  have  to  provide  a 
quantity  of  Bullion,  by  every  means  pos- 
sible ;  and  the  exchange  would  be  de- 
pressed still  farther  by  these  large  pur- 
chases of  Bullion.  In  the  mean  time 
these  purchases  would  be  locked  up  for 
two  years  in  the  coffers  of  the  Bank, 
without  any  advantage  to  the  country. 
By  this  the  Bank  must  sacrifice  its  profits 
and  incur  great  expences.  Now  in  such 
a  case  he  wished  them  to  consider  what 
other  currency  would  remain.  Either 
some  other  worse  currency  must  supply 
the  place  of  the  Bank,  or  ih'j  countr}!- 
would  be  deprived  of  every  other  circula- 
tion whatever.  He  wished  to  refer  them 
to  the  opinion  delivered  in  1797  by  a 
Member  of  that  House  ;  that  if  any  very 
considerable  proportion  of  the  Bank  paper 
were  to  be  drawn  in,  for  instance,  five 
millions,  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  its 
place  supplied  by  some  other  substitute  of 
paper.  Now  he  would  ask,  if  any  thing 
could  be  apprehended  in  the  case  of  such 
a  reduction  without  an  equivalent,  but  a 
general  bankruptcy — of  bankruptcies  there 
had  been  already  enough  to  make  the 
heart  ache. — I'he  Right  Honourable  Gen- 
tleman then  proceeded  to  illustrate  his 
own  propositions.  With  regard  to  the 
first,  whatever  might  be  the  prerogative, 
he  thought  that  v.ilhout  a  breach  of  public 
faith,  no  change  could  be  made  in  the 
currency.  In  his  second  he  proposed  to 
fhe  House  that  the  engagements  of  the 
Bank  of  England  to  the  public,  were  to 
pay  their  value  in  the  legal  coin,  and  no- 
thing but  the  legal  coin ;  and  that  the 
Bank  had  always,  without  the  intervention 


of  the  Sovereign  authority,  been  willing 
to  pay  their  value  in  the  legal  coin.  In 
the  case  of  the  Bank  restriction  in  1797,  it 
\va>  the  princip'u^s  of  foreign  policy  alone 
by  whicl)  it  was  dictated.  I'rom  our  fo- 
reign wars,  and  the  prospect  of  invasion, 
it  became  exceedingly  important  to  guard 
against  the  danger  of  alarm.  Whenever, 
upon  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  circum- 
ssances  should  admit  of  calling  upon  the 
Bank,  it  would, then  be  allowed.  So  far 
from  any  thing  in  this  Resolution  going 
against  this  principle,  it  admitted  that 
whenever  the  relations  of  this  country 
might,  render  it  expedient,  that  the  re- 
sumption should  take  place.  The  third 
Resoiution  ^vas  proposed  fj  Parliament,  to 
declare  that  the  Bank  of  England  note* 
had  been  always  hitherto  liccepted  and 
held  as  coin.  It  appeared  to  him  conso- 
nant to  the  wisdom  of  Parliament,  to  de- 
clare their  opinion  on  this  subject.  The 
following  proposition  states,  that  ex- 
changes were  m  many  i'ormcr  instances 
unfavourable,  while  there  was  no  excess 
of  paper  currency,  and  while  there  was 
no  depreciation,  because  the  paper  cur- 
rency could  be  convertible  into  specie. 
This  appeared  from  the  documents  on  the 
table.  He  ih.en  v.ent  on  to  declare,  that 
there  were  circumstances  now  affecting 
our  commercial  relations  with  the  Conti- 
nent, which  rendered  our  situation  so  dif- 
ferent from  what  it  was  on  former  occa- 
sions, thot  the  sa;r.e  effects  could  not  fol- 
low. While  the  Coniinent  was  open,  he 
admitted,  that  there  was  a  continual  ten- 
dency in  things  to  correct  themselves ; 
that  the  exports  and  imports  would  bring 
things  about  to  their  regular  channel  ; 
and  that  the  exchange  could  not  fall  below 
a  certain  degree,  because  the  profit  on 
importing  would  gradually  tend  to  raise 
it.  But  these  circumstances  were  now 
altered.  And  here  it  might  be  observed, 
that  nothing  formerly  was  like  the  present 
importation  of  coin.  He  had  finally  pro- 
posed, that  the  situation  of  the  country 
was  sufficient,  without  any  alteration  in 
our  currency,  to  affect  the  rate  of  ex- 
change. I'nder  the  present  circumstances, 
could  we  foresee  what  events  might  hap- 
pen during  the  three  years  to  come  ? 
(Hear !  from  Ministerial  iienc/«ci. J— Would 
our  military  operations  be  finally  trium- 
phant ?  Would  our  trade  flourish  i  Would 
our  internal  state  be  the  same  ?  Would 
we  be  in  a  stale  of  greater  prosperity  than 
that  in  which  we  were  at  present  ? 
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Mr.  HusKissoN  declared,  that  consider- 
ing the  present  state  of  the  discussion,  and 
the  circumstances  attending  its  progress, 
he  could  not  content  himself  with  a  silent 
vote  on  this  occasion.  The  right  Hon. 
Gent,  had  indeed  called  on  him  in  a  man- 
ner somewhat  unusual,  as  if  he  could  have 
any  right  to  claim  an  immediate  answer 
from  him  on  any  new  and  intricate  point, 
and  reserve  to  himself  the  privilege  of  re- 
ply. He  should,  however,  direct  his  at- 
tention to  the  plain  question  before  the 
Committee,  and  state  his  views  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  existing  state  of  the  currency 
of  the  country.  No  person  could  be  more 
sensible  than  himself  of  the  disadvantage 
of  following  so  many  able  speakers  ;  but 
a,dhering,  as  he  did,  to  those  established 
principles  on  which  our  financial  policy 
had  till  lately  been  maintained,  he  could 
not  have  heard  without  surprise  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Right  Honourable  Gentle- 
man— doctrines  which  shook  those  prin- 
ciples to  their  foundation.  He  had  thought 
proper  to  charge  the  Bullion  Committee 
with  having  made  an  experiment  of  the 
boldest  description,  with  having  led  the 
Bank  to  the  verge  of  a  precipiece,  from 
which  they  now  betrayed  a  wish  to  save 
it.  He  begged  leave  to  remind  the  Com- 
mittee that  when  the  House  of  Commons 
appointed  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  the  high  price  of  bullion, 
it  was  done  with  the  full  concurrence  of 
all  sides.  He  was  himself  absent  when 
he  was  nominated  a  Member,  and  pro- 
ceeded therefore  to  discharge  the  duty  of 
the  appointment  with  no  other  view  or 
motive  than  should  influence  the  consci- 
entious feelings  of  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment. Ttie  consequences  therefore  of  the 
Report,  whether  good  or  evil,  ought  not  to 
be  visited  on  the  Committee,  who  had 
only  acted  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of 
the  House,  But  was  there  any  thing  like 
fairness  or  justice  in  any  part  of  the 
charge  ?  Must  not  the  discussion  at  all 
events  have  taken  place  out  of  doors,  and 
was  it  possible  that  the  public  could  have 
remained  blind  to  the  new  appearances  in 
the  state  of  our  currency  ? — -He  would 
call  the  recollection  of  the  House  to  the 
period  of  1696,  when  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  directed  their  Secretary,  a  man 
of  great  ability,  Mr.  Lowndes,  to  make  a 
Report  on  the  state  of  the  currency  at  that 
time.  The  Report  was  made,  and  what 
was  the  conduct  of  the  Lords  of  the  Trea- 
sury ?  Far  from  being  influenced  by  the 
sipprehensions  now  expressed,  they   or- 
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dered  the  Report  to  be  published,  they  in- 
vited discussion  and  that  publicity*  and 
that  discussion  led  to  the  complete  refuta- 
tion and  overthrow  of  the  principles  on 
which  it  was  founded.  He  should  novc 
proceed  to  define,  and  he  trusted  to  estab- 
lish, the  legitimate  principles  on  which 
our  circulating  medium  was  founded.  It 
would  not,  he  conceived,  be  denied  that 
the  legal  currency  of  the  country  con- 
sisted of  gold  and  silver — and  secondly, 
that  its  standard  was  quantitjr  of  ascer- 
tained weight  and  fineness.  It  followed, 
from  this  statement,  that  the  com  must  ba 
deteriorated  in  proportion  as  it  departed 
from  that  standard.  What  abundant  tes-> 
timony  did  our  history  furnish  of  the  vigi.' 
lance  which  the  Legislature  had  alwayo- 
exercised  in  preserving  that  standard  aj 
the  only  fixed  criterion  of  value.  If  we 
turned  back  to  earlier  times,  we  should 
find  that  the  names  of  coins  were  all  de» 
rived  from  the  names  of  particular  weighta- 
and  measures.  The  pound,  the  shilling, 
and  the  penny,  all  originally  signified 
certain  standards  of  weight.  There  was  a 
statute  of  Henry  the  Third,  which  enacted 
that  the  loaf  of  bread,  weighing  Olb.  should 
be  sold  at  the  rate  of  one  farthing,  i.  e> 
one  fourth  of  one  pennyweight  of  silver. 
He  might  quote  several  antient  proclama- 
tions directing  an  abatement  to  be  made 
in  tale  for  ail  defects  arising  from  wear 
and  tear  in  the  weight.  But  the  Righ^ 
Honourable  Gentleman  surely  had  not 
overlooked  many  modern  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  yet  his  doctrine  of  the  current 
value  of  the  debased  shilling  seemed  ta 
argue  an  utter  forgetfulncss  of  the  14th 
Geo.  J,  and  the  provisions  there  made  for 
securing  the  true  standard  of  our  currencv. 
The  guinea  was  now  the  legal  measure  of 
value,  and  the  great  instrument  of  com- 
merce, although  the  law  had  certainly  al- 
ways intended  that  the  standard  of  silver 
likewise  should  be  measured  by  its  weight. 
The  gold  currency  passes  in  the  same 
manner  by  tale,  but  by  tale  constantly 
referable  to  its  weight.  Our  shillings  he 
could  not  call,  in  their  present  state,  cur- 
rency, and  v^ould  therefore  denominate 
them  counters.  It  had  often  been  said 
that  money  was  merchandize,  and  he 
agredd  that  the  true  definition  of  price 
was  the  value  of  one  commodity  mea- 
sured by  the  value  of  another.  Money 
might  therefore  consist  of  any  commodity. 
The  precious  metals  were  generally  used 
in  consequence  of  their  peculiar  advant- 
ages.    He  differed  with  his  Honourable 
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and  Learned  Friend  who  opened  the  dis- 
cussion last  night,  in  supposing  that  this 
preference  was  derived  from  conventional 
selection;  he  believed  it  to  be  the  effect 
of  their  natural  qualities  and  aptitudes, 
and  that  they,  in  fact,  constituted  money 
before  they  were  coined.  Being,  how- 
ever, once  a  common  measure,  price  was 
nothing  more  than  the  value  of  every 
other  commodity,  in  reference  to  the 
value  of  the  precious  metals,  while  their 
value  was  measured  in  reference  to  each 
other.  (Hear!  Hear!)  If  he  made  him- 
self understood,  it  must  be  evidently  ab- 
surd to  suppose,  that  any  numerical  amount 
of  circulating  medium  could  ever  be  fixed 
on  to  suit  the  varying  wants  of  society. 
In  proportion  to  the  quantity,  must  be  the 
rise  or  the  fall  of  prices;  there  could  be 
no  absolute  limit  to  the  amount  of  cur- 
rency. He  knew  that  some  had  promul- 
gated opinions,  importing  that  there  never 
could  be  any  excess  of  currency,  because 
nobody  would  ask  for  money  who  did  not 
■want  it.  He  did  not  see  how  this  affected 
the  question  ;  if  the  denomination  of  the 
jhalf-guinea  were  raised  to  a  full  guinea, 
men  would  be  still  desirous  of  the  half- 
guinea,  but  prices  would  be  certainly 
doubled.  We  never  heard  of  the  increase 
or  diminution  of  the  circulating  medium, 
or  of  the  amount  of  issues  of  the  Bank 
previous  to  the  restriction.  It  is  only 
^ince  that  even  that  some  gentlemen  had 
contrived  to  furnish  themselves  with  a 
scale  for  guaging,  Excisemanlike,  the 
contents  of  the  country.  He  would  en- 
deavour to  explain  what  he  understood  by 
excess.  Our  coin  had  no  value  but  in  re- 
ference to  the  gold  contained  in  it ;  our 
paper  currency  had  no  value  but  in  re- 
ference to  the  coin  which  it  represents, 
and  the  necessary  inference  was,  that  a 
currency  consisting  both  of  coin  and  paper 
ought  not  to  exceed  in  amount  what  it 
would  be  if  it  consisted  only  of  coin. 
(Hear  !  hear  !j  Any  excess  above  that 
amount  must  be  at  once  the  proof  and  the 
measure  of  the  depreciation  of  that  cur- 
rency. The  value  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium must  be  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  its 
quality.  Coin,  the  standard  of  the  value 
of  which  was  weight  and  fineness,  couid 
not  be  depreciated,  and  the  e;i(  ess  of  the 
paper  was  necessarily  the  only  cause. 
(Hear!  hear  !)  He  would  here  strengthen 
his  argument  by  the  authority  of  the  late 
Lord  Liverpool — an  authority  eminently 
ejjtitled  to  respect  from  the  talents  and 
cxpericiics^of  thRt  J!VQhle  Person^  but  still 


more  worthy  of  attention,  since  it  exhi- 
bited Uie  result  of  a  long  and  oflicial  in- 
quiry which  he  had  been  directed  to  make^i 
In  the  letter  addressed  by  the  venerable  • 
Peer  to  his  Majesty,  on  the  subject  of  the 
coins  of  the  realm,  he  states,  that  the  cir- 
culation consisted  of  paper  and  coin,  that 
the  price  of  all  commodities  was  in  re- 
ference to  the  standard  value  of  the  coin, 
that  is,  the  quantity  of  gold  for  which 
they  would  exchange.  When  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  talked  of  paper  having 
a  current  value,  he  contradicted  all  the 
authorities  of  law,  and  published  a  doc- 
trine infiaitely  more  novel  than  any  which 
had  proceeded  from  them  who  had  been 
accused  of  poisoning  the  public  mind. 
If  the  paper  was  not  convertible  into  gold, 
wliere  was  the  measure  of  its  value  to  he 
found  ?  it  was  undoubtedly  true,  that 
fresh  supplies  of  the  precious  metals  would 
have  a  tendency  to  depreciate  their  value, 
but  this  effect  must  be  slow,  it  had  great 
and  natural  limits.  These  metals  could 
not  be  imported  without  great  labour  and 
expence,  'I  he  present  depreciation  was 
of  a  very  different  kind,  it  was  a  depreci- 
ation ot  the  currency  compared  to  its 
standard,  a  deterioration  of  its  value  com- 
pared to  itself.  (Hear  ! J  If  our  metallic 
currency  were  so  debased  as  to  cause  a 
depreciation  of  25  per  cent,  at  the  present 
period,  then  this  inequality  could  not 
exist,  and  paper  would  be  a  fair  equiva- 
lent for  com.  In  W^illiam's  reign  the 
silver  coinage  was  depreciated  by  debase- 
ment 30  per  cent,  below  its  standard  value, 
and  the  notes  of  the  Bank,  which  were 
payable  in  silver,  were  equally  depre- 
ciated. He  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
what  was  meant  by  the  current  value  of 
bank  notes.  What  value  could  the  credi- 
tor get  from  the  Bank  ?  The  law  had 
indeed  given  them  its  sanction,  and  the 
Exchequer  received  the  notes  at  par,  a 
circumstance  which  probably  served  very 
materially  to  sustain  them  in  circulation, 
A  most  able  Report  was  prepared  in  I77C> 
by  direction  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  subject  of  the  difference  which 
then  took  place,  of  half  an  ounce  of  silver 
in  the  relative  value  of  that  nietal  and 
gold.  In  that  Report  several  very  im- 
portant facts  were  stated.  This  difference 
operated  to  send  the  coin  out  of  the  coun- 
try, and  a  fall  of  only  one  farthing  in  the 
vahie  of  the  Louis  d'or  in  Paris  had  been' 
the  cause  of  their  being  brought  to  a  large 
amounttoourMintand  coined  into  guineasi.j 
We  have  «o\v  two  cunencies^  one  of  them!' 
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depreciated  twenty-five  per  cent,  below 
the  other,  and  <"or  the  statement   of  this 
fact  and  its  necessary  consequences  they 
were  almost  charged  with  holding  out  en- 
couragement to  perjuror  and  fraud  (Hear, 
hear.')     The  truth  was  that  the  existence 
of  the  law  on  this  point  was  itself  the  en- 
couragement of  fraud  and  perjury.  (Hear.' 
ftear .')       A   sound    currency    needed    no 
such   laws,  and  an  unsound  one  rendered 
them  useless.     The  statute  of  1774  consti- 
tuted weight  the  ultimate  criterion  of  the 
soundness  of  our  currency ;   how  nugatory 
then  must  be  those  penal  laws  applied  to 
a  period  when  we  had  a  curreacy  not  re- 
ferable to  weight!    (Hear!  hear!)     Not- 
withstanding all  the  well-understood  opi- 
nions  of  the  most  eminent  accountants, 
and  the  practical  ex}^>erience  of  ages,  the 
denominationof  the  dollar  had  been  lately 
raised.     Its  intrinsic  value   by  assay  was 
4*.  6d.      Thus  while   our  own  coin  was 
subject  to  certain  conditions  of  weight  and 
fineness,  foreign  silver  might  be  sold  in 
the  market   for  6s.   6d.  and  foreign  gold 
for   4/.    15s.     (Hear!  hear!)    Could    any 
man  then  expect  or  conceive   our  own 
gold    can  under  such   circumstances,  re- 
main in  circulation  ?  Had  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  by  Proclamation  raised  the  de- 
nomination of  the  7*.  piece  to  9s.  and  left 
guineas  at  the  present  rate,  would   it  be 
believed  that  the   guineas  would  not   be 
immediately   bought    up .-'     Perhaps    he 
should  be  told  that  the  dollar  was  not  cur- 
rent coin ;  but  what  were  Bank-notes  ? 
If  a  stranger  were   to  ask  him,  what  was 
the  currency  of  this  country  ?  he  should 
probably   reply,   guineas,    divisible    into 
certain  aliquot  or  multiple  parts  of  silver 
coin,  and  that  the  relative  value  of  gold 
and    silver   being  as    15  one-fifth    is    to 
one,  in   general   the  proportion  between 
our  gold  and  silver  currency,  by   a  refer- 
ence to  the  legal  standard    weight.     But 
when  he  should  also  be  informed  that  we 
have  introduced  a  foreign  coinage  worth 
4s.  ad.  and  passed  it  current  at  5s.  <id.  then 
it  would  be  necessary  to   confess  that  our 
own  silver   currency   is  so  debased  that 
the    gold    has   disappeared,    and    in    its 
place  we   have  a  paper  circulation  at  par 
with  our  debased  and  depreciated   silver. 
(Hear!  Iiear !)     If  an  English  Merchant 
had  a   debt  to  discharge  at  Amsterdam, 
of  500/.  and  purchases  a  bill  that  enables 
him  to  discharge  it  in  one  hundred  ounces 
of  gold,   how   is  this  transaption  accom- 
plished ? — In  what  manner  but  by  the 
purchase  of  guineas  ?— .He  would  read  the 
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Committee  a  few  extracts  from  a  corres- 
pondence between  a  person  in  Paris  and 
a  person  resident  in  this  country,  whose 
names  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  mention. 
They  staled  that  the  latter  had  sucoet-'led 
in  purchasing  for  his  cone^spondent  the 
several  sums  of  10,829  and  of  5,000  gui- 
neas, which  he  had  shipffd,  and  hoped 
would  go  safe  to  hand,  that  the  charges 
were  ^  per  cent,  for  commission^  nnd 
another  ^  per  cent,  for  guaranteeing  rhe 
bills,  and  offering  afterwards  to  provide 
them  to  any  amount  which  might  be  de- 
sired.— (Hear!  hear!)  The  balance  of 
trade  could  not  possibly  account  for  this 
state  of  things.  In  the  reign  of  William, 
about  1690,  the  real  value  of  the  guinea, 
compared  to  the  debased  silver  currency, 
was  25s.  or  20s,,  but  the  gold  was  per- 
mitted to  pass  at  its  intrinsic  worth;  not- 
withstanding the  then  unfavoorabieness 
of  the  exchanges,  the  gold  never  disap- 
peared. Lord  Liverpool  observes  in  his 
publication,  that  if  the  gold  coin  at  that 
period  had  not  been  suffered  to  pass  at  its 
sterling  value  it  would  doubtless  have 
been  all  melted  down.  It  was  certainly 
well  worthy  of  consideration  what  might 
have  been  the  condition  and  financial  dif- 
ficulties of  this  country,  then  engaged  in 
exertions  not  less  arduous  than  those  of 
the  present  period,  and  what  might  have 
been  the  fate  of  the  liberties  we  enjoy, 
had  not  this  wise  proceeding  been  adopt- 
ed. He  was  indeed  well  apprised  of  the 
difficulty  which  must  be  felt  if  the  gold 
and  the  bank  note  were  admitted  to  an 
equal  competition,  in  any  longer  support- 
ing the  assertion  that  the  paper  was  not 
depreciated.  (Hear!  hear!)  He  was  well 
aware  what  would  then  become  of  that 
current  -value  and  public  estimation  by 
which  the  advocates  of  the  restriction  en- 
deavoured to  support  their  argument;  a 
current  value  and  a  public  estimation 
which  were  in  fact  derived  only  from  the 
rigorous  prohibitions  of  penal  enactments. 
(Hear !)  Was  this  then  a  proper  state 
of  the  currency  of  the  country,  was  it  one 
in  which  it  was  the  duty  of  Parliament  to 
suffer  it  to  remain  ?  The  fact  was  unde- 
niable that  guineas  were  sold  in  every 
street.  The  evidence  of  a  respectable 
goldsmith  stated  that  he  had  continual 
applications  made  to  him  for  their  sale 
and  purchase.  What  was  this  public  esti- 
mation of  bank  paper  in  Ireland,  where 
landlords  often  insisted  on  receiving  their 
rents  in  gold,  and  their  tenants  were 
obliged  to  p'ayj^j.  Qd,  prenjium  for  gui- 
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neas  accordingly.  (Hear!  hear!)  [Tie 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman  here  made 
some  allusions  lo  the  coiopulsory  aliera- 
tions  of  the  standard  value  in  coin  during 
Henry  8,  and  Edw.  6,  but  in  so  low  a  tone 
of  voice  that  we  could  not  distinctly  hear 
him.] — After  having  thus  laid  before  the 
Committee  prece'lents  from  the  earlier 
period  of  our  history,  shewing  from  the 
statutes  enacted  in  former  reigns,  so  Far 
"back  as  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
the  rigorous  jf-aiousy  with  which  the  Go- 
vernment looked  to  the  preservation  of 
the  legal  •currency,  and  having  endea- 
voured in  what  he  had  already  said,  to 
shew  th;tt  tlie  criterion  of  the  existing 
state  of  that  currency  was  to  be  judged  of 
with  reference  lo  a  fixed  and  unvarying 
standard.  (Hear  !  hear  !  from  the  yLnis 
terial  Benches.)  He  repeated  it — a  fixed 
standard. — What !  was  there  then  no 
standard  ?  He  put  a  plain  and  distinct 
question.  He  begged  of  those  Gentlemen 
who  ditfered  from  him  in  their  views  of 
this  question,  to  answer  him  as  plainly  and 
as  directly.  Was  there,  or  was  there  not 
a  standard.'  And  here  he  could  not  help 
remarking,  that  among  the  various  pam- 
phlets professedly  written  against  the  Bul- 
lion Report,  this  '  word  "  standard," 
which,  in  his  view  of  the  subject,  com- 
prehended every  thing  most  essential  to 
its  discussion,  seldom  if  ever  occurred. 
Therefore,  he  was  now  the  more  anxious 
to  ascertain  the  real  opinion  of  Gentlemen 
upon  this  part  of  the  question.  If,  how- 
ever, it  could  not  be  denied  that  there  was 
or  ought  to  be  some  standard,  he  should 
then  ask  what  this  standard  was .''  Was 
gold  the  standard  .?  Were  bank  notes  the 
standard }  If  bank  notes  were  the  stand- 
ard, why  not  say  so  ?  and  then  they 
mii-ht  argue  with  reference  to  something 
known  ;  they  might  then,  if  they  pleased, 
announce,  agreeably  to  such  a  standard, 
the  guinea  to  be  equal  to  the  twenty-one- 
, fortieths  of  a  two-pound  note  ;  this,  bad 
as  it  might  be,  would  be  still  something, 
as  it  were,  to  measure  by,  and  therefore 
.  certainly  more  tolerable  than  an  abun- 
. dance  of  indefinite  talk  about  abstract  cur- 
-rencies,  and  he  knew  nut  wj\a.t  else  of  un- 
/  intelligible  jargon.  Abstract  Currencies  ! 
What  was  meant  by  this  odd  union  of  two 
words  that  were  never  meant  to  be  brought 
together  f    He  would  ask  the  Gentlemen 
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who  were  so  fond  of  using  them,  if  they 
had  F.>er  heard  of  Abstract  Payments  (a 
laugh);  and  if  so,  would  such  payments, 
made  in  this  new  sort  of  abstract  cur- 
rency, obtain  f  r  a  man  any  other  than 
an  aL-^tract  dinner  (a  laugh)  ?  Tjie  re- 
puted auihors  of  the  publications  most 
learned  upon  the  subject  of  abstract 
currencies  were  said  to  be  in  office 
and  he  thought  tliat  his  Right  Ho- 
nourable Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exf-hequer  could  not  more  appropriately 
reward  their  ingenuity  than  by  remune- 
rating their  official  exertions  with  abstract 
payments  in  the  abstract  currency ;  whore, 
though  the  injury  might  be  virtual,  the 
profit  would  be  real  (a  general  lau^h).  The 
standard  which  had  been  attempted  to  be 
substituted  in  the  place  of  the  true  one, 
.seemed  to  rest  itself  upon  this  principle, 
that  whenever  there  was  an  extraordinary- 
increase  in  the  price  of  gold  and  silver, 
that  then  they  were  to  countervail  the  eflects 
of  that  intercrease  by  a  proportionate  in- 
crease in  the  issue  of  paper.  Admitti(i£j 
then  this  principle  in  its  full  extent,  and 
preserving  the  due  ratio  between  the  price 
of  gold  and  silver  and  the  issue  of  paper 
currency,  he  asked  if  this  principle  would 
not  apply  to  the  doubling  of  the  denomi- 
nation of  our  currency.^  If  the  principle 
was  to  countervail  the  increase  in  the  price 
of  the  gold  and  silver  by  the  issue  of  paper, 
the  sooner  such  a  principle  was  generally 
known,  the  better.  But  here  he  could  not 
help  asking,  though  the  price  of  gold  was 
so  encreased,  was  there  such  a  scarcity  of 
gold  .''  (Hear!)  Where  were  the  proofs 
of  this  scarcity  }  He  was  aware  of  none  ; 
but  of  this  he  was  confident,  that  where 
gold  was  scarce,  other  commodities  must 
become  cheap.  Would  gentlemen  try  it 
by  this  test?  Was  it  the  fact  that  other 
commodities  had  become  cheap?  But  if 
they  were  to  entrust  this  fean=ful  discretion 
to  the  Bank,  of  countervailing  the  eftects 
of  the  rise  of  the  price  of  gold  and  silver, 
he  thought  that  then  the  best  criterion  of 
the  required  standard  would  be  found  in 
taking  the  average  price  of  corn  for  a 
given  period  jointly  with  the  average  va- 
lue of  labour.  Here  he  read  a  statement 
of  the  average  prices  of  wheat,  imported 
fur  the  fourteen  years,  since  the  Bank  re- 
striction in  1797. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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Dissenters. 


-At  the  end  of  this  arii- 


cle,  I  insert  the  Resolutions  recently  passed 
at  a  Meeting  of  the  Protestant  Dissent- 
ers, relative  to  the  Bill,  v/hich  is  now 
before  the  House  ot  Lords,  and  which 
has  been  brought  in  by  Lord  Viscount 
SiDMoiTU,  la'.e  Mr.  Henry  AJdington, 
sometime  prime  minister  of  this  coun- 
try.  -Tiiinking  people  as  we  are,  I  am 

disposed  to  believe,  that  the  subject  now 
before  us  is  not  verj'  well  understood  ; 
and,  as  1  see,  that  the  Courier  and  other 
venal  prints  are  coraplaiiiing,  that  the 
tvdl-?ne(ming  Dissenters  are  deccix'ed  ro- 
specting  the  object  aud  the  natural  eliects 
of  the  i5ill,  if  it  should  pass  into  a  law,  I 
will  endeavour,  with  my  Lord  Sidniouth's 
leave,  to  make  the  thing  clearly  under- 
stood  ^The  erxactments  of  this  Bill  are 

stated  to  be  as  follows.  I  have  not  seen 
any  copy  of  the  Bill  itself;  but,  I  take  it 
for  granted,  that  they  are  correctly  stated 
in  the  published  Resolutions  of  so  respec- 
table a  body  as  the  Meeting  above-men- 
tioned.  "  I.  That  such  Ministers,  upon 

•*  bdns,  adndtted  to  the  peaceable  possession 
"  and  enjoyment  of  the  peace  of  Ministers 
'■'  of  a  separate  Congregation,  may,  on  a  cer- 
"  tificate  in  writing,  under  the  hands  of 
"  several  substantial  and  reputable  Hotcse- 
"  holders  belonging  to  suck  Congregation, 
"  signed  in  the  presence  of  some  credita- 
"  ble  witness,  who  is  to  make  proof  of 
"  their  signatures  upon  oath  al  a  General 
*'  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  be  permitted  to 
"  take  oaths  and  to  sign  the  Declarations 
"  previously  required,  and  shall  then,  and 
'<  then  onlv,  during  their  continuance  to  b6 
"  Ministers  of  such  separate  Congregatioth, 
««  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and 
"  exemptions  which  the  former  acts  had 

"  conferred- H.  That  any  other  per- 

*'.Son  who  may  desire  tdq-uatify  himself  to 
*•'  preach  as  a  Dissenting  Minister,  must 
"  procure  several  substantial  and  reputable 
*'  householders,  being  Dissenters  of  the 
"  same  Sect,  and  of  Me  same  Congregation,  to 
*'  certify  on  their  consciences,  in  writing, 
'I  to  his  being  a  Protestant  Dissenting 
"  Milkier  of  their  Sect,  and  of  the  same 


"  Congregation,  and  to  their  individual  and 
"  long  knarvjledge  to  his  sobriety  of  Conver- 
"  sation,  and  to  his  ability  and  fitness  to 
"preach;  and  that  such  Certificate  mus: 
"  be  proved  as  before  stated,  before  he  b« 
"  permitted  to  take  the  oath  and  subscribe 
"  the  declaration,  before  he  be  exempt 
"  from  the  pains,  penalties,  aiwl  punishmcnti 
"  to  which  he  would  otherwise  be  liable? 

"  as  a  Dissenting  Minister. III.  That! 

"  any  person  of  sober  life  and  conversationt 
"  admitted  to  preach  on  probation  to  any 
"  separate  Congrcgatioir,  must  produce  a 
"  Certificate  froai  several  Dissenting  Mi- 
"  ni^teis,  who  have  taken  the  oath  (to  be 
"  also  proved  on  oath  at  a  General  SessionsJ 
"  of  his  life  and  conversation,  and  to  their 
"  long  previous  knowledge,  before  he  can  ba 
"  adiniited  to  take  the  Oaths  and  sub- 
"scribe  the  Declaration,  and  that  he  may 
"  then,  during  a  limited  period,,  to  be  sped' 
"ficdin  the  Certificate.,  officiate  as  a  proba- 
"  tioner  to  any  Dissenting  Congregation, 
"  and  be,  during  a  limited  period,  exempt 
"  from  presccutioH  and  punishment ;  but 
"  neither  of  the  two  last-mentioned  classes 
"  of  persons  will  be  entitled  to  any  privi- 
"  leges,  or  to  the  exemptions  from  offices 
"  conferred   on  Dissenting   Ministers    by 

"  the   Toleration  Act." Such  is,  it  is 

said,  to  be  the  substance  of  the  new  Act  ;■ 
and,  how  it  will  affect  the  Dissenters,  what 
an  alteration  it  will  make  respecting  thera, 

we  shall  now  see. Previous  to  the  first 

year  of  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary 
the  Dissenters  were  liable  to  divers  severe 
penalties  and  punishments  for  doing  that 
which  the}'  now  do  by  law ;  and  their 
Ministers,  or  Teachers,  were  liable  to  be 
punished  in  a  very  severe  manner.  But, 
in  the  year  just  mentioned  (i688)  an  Act 
was  passed,  which  is  generally  called  the 
TOLERATION  ACT,  and  which  is  the 
ISth  cha;i.  of  the  first  year  of  William  and 

Mary. Tiiis  Act  took  away  great  part 

of  the  hardships,  under  which  the  Dissen- 
ters before  laboured  ;  bat,  it  still  left  them 
subjected  to  a  load  of  oaths  and  subscribings, 
and  some  of  these  they  are  still  subjected 
to  ;  so  that,  one  would  have  wished  for  the 
abolition  of  these  shackles,  rather  than  the 
imposing  pf  new  oaes.—— There  were  »!«• 
2  T 
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certain  Exemptioiis  provided  for  by  the 
Toleration  Act.  That  Act  not  only  did 
away  punishments  by  created  exemptions. 
The  proposed  Act  would  create  the 
grounds  ot"  punishments,  and  would  take 

away  exemptions. By  the  Toleration 

Act  any  man,  be  Ire  who  he  might,  could 
become  a  Dissenting  Minister,  upon  the 
conditions  there  prescribed  ;  namely,  tak- 
ing of  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  King, 
of  abjuration  of  popery,  and  subscribing 
the  Articles  of  the  Church  of  England, 
with  some  exceptions.  These  condi- 
tions were  hard;  for,  why  should  they 
subscribe  any  of  the  articles  of  the 
Church,  of  the  Episcopal  Chuj-jcli  ?  How- 
ever, such   were  the  conditions,  and  the 

only  conditions. In  the   19th  year  of 

the  present  king's  reign  (1779)  an  Act  was 
passed  (Chap.  44')  to  do  away  the  obliga- 
fion  to  subscribe  the  Articles  of  the  Church  of 
England;  and  to  substitute  in  lieu  thereof, 
simply  a  declaration  of  the  Person's  being 
a  rrotestant  Dissenter,  of  his  being  a  Chris- 
tian, and  of  his  belief  in  the  Old  and  New 
Testament.-^ Thus,  then,  as  to  qualifica- 
tion for  the  Ministry,  stands  the  law  at 
this  hour.— —~ Before  a  man  can  preach  or 
pray  or  teach,  or,  in  any  way  officiate,  as 
a  Dissenting  Minister,  he  must  obtain  a 
Certificate  gf  his  actually  being  a  Dissent- 
ing Minister;  and,  this  is  the  way  in 
which  he  is  to  obtain  it.  He  is  to  go  to  a 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  held  for 
the  County  or  Place,  where  he  lives,  and 
there  he  is  to  take  the  oaths  of  fidelity  and 
abjuration,  and  is  to  make  the  declaration 
last  mentioned,  and,  when  he  has  done 
this,  the  Justices  present  are  to  give  him 
a  Certificate  of  his  having  so  done,  and  this 
constitutes  him  a  Dissenting  Minister,  and 
authorizes  him  to  officiate  as  such,  in  any 
part  of  the  kingdom  where  he  pleases.  The 
Justices  cannot  refuse  to  admit  him  to  take 
the  oaths  and  to  make  the  declaration  ; 
and,  when  be  has  so  done,  they  cannot  re- 
fuse him  his  Certificate.  The  Act  is  posi- 
tive and  peremptory  ;  and,  indeed,  if  it 
had  not  been  so,  it  would  have  been  a 
most  wicked  Act;  for  it  would  have  given 
to  the  Justices  the  power  of  sc/t'c^io»,  which 
they  might  have  used  for  the  worst  of 
purposes.       It    would    have   been  much 

worse  than  to  pass  no  Act  at  all. Such 

is  the  mode  of  qualification  ;  and,  when  a 
man  is  once  qualified  in  this  way,  he  is  by 
the  Toleration  Act,  exempted  from  serv- 
ing upon  any  Jury,  and  from  being  chosen, 
or  appointed  to  bear,  the  office  of  Church- 
warden, Overgcer  of  the  Poor,   and  all 
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other  Parochial  offices,  and  all  offices  of^_ 
the  Hundred  or  Shire,  such  as  Constable,',^ 
and  the   like.      And,  the  Act  of  the  lythf 
year  of  the  present  reign  carries  the  ex-  * 
emption  to  SERVICE  IN  THE  MILITIA, 
which  is  a  very  important  thing,  indeed, 
especially  since  the  passing  of  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh's  LOCAL  MILITIA  Act,  which 
makes  every  man   in  England,  between 
the  age  of  1 8  and  30  (I  believe  it  is)  liable 
to  the  operation  of  that  military  discipline, 
having  written  about  which  some  people 
have  such  excellent  reason  to  remember  to 
the    latest   hour   of    their   lives.-    .—The 
reader  will  stop  here  a  little  and  fix  his  eye 
well  upon  this.     This  is  the  main  point  to 
keep  in  view,  as  he  will  see  sufficient  proof 

of  by-and-by. We  must  now  lookback 

at  the   provisions  of  the  proposed  Act  of 
Lord  Sidniouth,  which  we  shall  not,  I  think, 
want  much  said  to  convince  us,  strikes  at 
the  very  root  of  the  two  Acts  of  To)era-- 
tion  ;  for,  if  this  Act  pass,  the  obstacles  \6- 
the  Ministry   will   be  so  great,  that  very'i 
few  men  will  have  either  the  ability,  ov' 
the  inclination  to  surmount  them.—- — The,^ 
FinsT  provision  in  the  intended  lavv,  re- 
lates to  persons,   who  have   actually  be- 
come Ministers  of  separate  Congregations; 
and,  it  is    proposed  to  enact,  that,    any 
man   being  settled  in   this  capacity,  may 
go  and  take  the  oaths  and  sign    the  de». 
claration  before   mentioned,  and    that  Ix^j 
shall   then,  and  as  long  as  he  continue  to;  •, 
be  Minister  of  that  specific  Congregation, 
be  exempted  from  burdensome  offices,  and 
from  the  militia ;  but,  that,  if  he  ceases  to 
officiate  as  minister  to  ih^it  particular  con- 
gregation, he  then  becomes  again  liable  to 
the  service  in  offices,  and   to  MILITARY 
DISCIPLINE,  which  is  a  much  more  seri- 
ous thing. If  the  Act  were  now  passed, 

any  Dissenting.  Minister,  not  45  years  gf 


age,  not  having  a  fixed  Congregation,  m  ight 
be  ballotted  into  the  old  Militia;  and,  if  be- 
tween the  ages  of  1 8  and  30,  he  might  be 
drafted  into  Lord  Castlereagh's  Locals  ; 
And,  if  he  has  not  money  to  pay  the  fine  in 
tMe  latter  case  (where  no  clitbs  will  avail 
him),  he  ?nust  go  and  serve,  ami,  of  course, 

leave  his  congregation. This  was  not  so 

before.  When  a  man  had  once  become  a< 
Minister,  he  alvjays  reinained  so.  He  still 
enjoyed  the  exemptions  attached  to  the 
character,  though  he  might,  from  some 
cause  or  other,  cease  to  officiate,  just  a« 
our  Church  Ministers,  who,  whether  they 
have  livings  or  curacies,  or  not,  are  atiU 
exempted  from  the  Militia  and  from  buT' 
diusome  office :  other  offices,  some  of  them 
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hare  no  objection  to.  But,  if  this  Bill  be- 
come a  law,  there  will  be  no  security  for 
the  Dissenting  Minister,  vvhr,  rnay  be 
pjeaching  one  day,  and  fighting  the  next. 

There   are  many   fcaases,  whence  a 

Dissenting  Minister  may  ceasfc  to  ofticiate. 
Illness  may  throw  him  out  of  his  mmis- 
try,  and  cause  his  plaCe  to  be  supplied 
by  another  ;  and,  when  ret-overed  from 
his  illness,  it  may  be  impossible  for  him 
to  recover  his  former  situation,  though  he 
may  be  a  very  \Vorthy  man  ;  biit  this  cir- 
cumstance at  once  .subjects  him  to  the 
Militia,  and,  as  I  observed  before,  if  he  be 
under  30  years  of  age,  and  has  not  money 
to  pay  the  fine,  he  may  be  under  the  study 
of  muita)y  discipline,  in   the  Local  Militia, 

the  next  day  after  his  recovery Well, 

but,  having  lost  his  congregation,  "  he 
"  may  get  another."  Ye-,  if  he  can;  but, 
how  is  he  to  get  it  if  he  be  ballotted  for  the 
militia  in  the  meanwhile,  or  compelled  to 
become  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  or  Consta- 
ble ?  How,  in  tliat  case,  is  he  to  get  ano- 
ther coilgregatlon  ?  He  is  almost  necessa- 
rily disabled  from  getting  another  by  the 
consequences  naturally  flowing  from  his 
loss  of  the  one  he  now  has  ;  and  this,  of 
coLivse,  must  hAve  a  tendency  to  degrade 
these  Ministers  in  general  ;  because  men 
of  character  and  of  education  will  not  like 
to  place  themselves  in  such  a  precarious 
situation,  while  it  would  inevitably  hap- 
pen in  frequent  instances,  that  a  man  geen 
in  the  pulpit  to-day,  would  be  seen  under- 
going   military  discipline  (that    phrase   is 

delicate  enough  I  think)  to-morrow.- 

A  Dissenting  Minister  may  be  settled  in 
a  place  where  he,  or  his  family,  have  ill 
health,  it  is  requisite  for  him  to  remove  ; 
but,  if  he  does,  he  b<*comes  liable  to  mili- 
tary discipline,  unless  lie  gets  another  Con- 
gregation immediately.  And  why  should 
this  be  }  The  Ministers  of  our  Church  are 
hot  liable  to  military  discipline,  thotifjh 
thev  remove  from  their  congregations  !br 
many  years  together.  It  is  notorious  that 
one  half  of  those,  who  own  the  livings  irs 
England  artd  'Wales,  do  not  reside  upon 
them.  'fhey  are  elsewhere,  and  y<try 
frequently  the  excuse  is,  that  the  air  of 
the  place  does  not  agree  with  them.  And, 
is  no  allowance  of  thts  sort  to  be  made  for 
the  Dissenting  Ministfirs  ?  Why  .-^ re  they 
to  be  exposed  t^  the  balloting  for  toe 
militia  the  moiTjent  they  leave  their  place 

of  abode  ? -But,  how  is   a  man    to  b(- 

conie  a  Minister,  -f  he  be  not  one  already  ? 
How  is  he_,  if  phis  Act  should  pass,  to  ob- 
Xtak  •h|^vC^^e(«jj^  *'--*^W«  hay©  seen. 
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that,  as  the  law  not:»  stands,  he  has  notliing 
to  do  but  to  go  to  the  .Tustic't'd  ■^^t  their^J 
Quarter  Sessions,  and  ofier  to  t'lke  thtf "" 
O^tfrs  and  to  sign  the  Declaration,  a;vd  ■ 
that,  having  done  it,  he  ha.i  liis  Certificate 
of  coiirse,  the  expence  being  settled  by', 
law  atsrxtE^CE.  But,  what  is  he,  if  this 
Act  pass,  to  do  in  order  to  get  his  certifi- 
cate of  being  quidified?  Not  of  being  a 
Minister ;  for,  he  is  not  to  be  looked  upon 
as  such,  nor  to  be  entitled  to  any  exempt 
tions,  until  he  has  actually  gotten  a  sepa- 
rate congregation  of  his  own. — ^— In  ordet 
to  be  permitted  to  qualify,  he  must,  befor6 
he  can  show  himself  to  the  Justices  at  the 
Sessions,  procure  several  substantial  and 
reputable  householders,  belonging  to  the 
same  congregation  with  himself,  to  cer- 
tifj',  on  their  coTisciences,  in  writing,  to 
his  being  a  Protestant  Dissenter  of  their 
sect  and  of  the  same  congregation,  and 
to  their  individual  and  long  knowledge, 
to  his  sobriety  of  conversation ,  and  to  his  aW--.- 
lity  and  fitness  to  preach ;  he  must  bring  cre- 
dible witnesses  to  prove  that  such  certifi- 
cate was  duly  signed  by  the  parties  ;  and^ 
until  he  has  done  all  this,  the  Justices  are 
not  to  permit  him  to  take  th&  oaths  and 
sign  the  declaration,  and,  if  he  olTiciateg 
as  a  Minister  without  it,  he  is  to  be  liabl»'; 
to  all  the  heavy  penalties  and  punish-' 
ments,  which   wcr*  in   existence    before 

the  Toleration  Act  was  passed. Now, 

the  reader  will  easily  perceive  the  etTecfe 
of  this  provision.  The  trouble,  the  ex* 
pencej  and  the  difnculties  of  many  sorts/" 
But,  even  after  this;  after  all  th«s8  diffi« 
culties  are  got  over,  a  person  of  this  de- 
scription, who  has  qualified  for  the  Minis- 
try, but  who  has  not  actually  got  a  con- 
gregation, is  not  to  be  entitled  to  any  of 
the  exe?npf?on$  above-mentioned.  He  mav 
still  (though  he  has  qualified  as  Minister) 
be  balloted  for  the  militia  and  may  under-' 
go  the  study  of  military  discipline,  whethef 
he  has-  a  taste  for  such  study  or  not.- — — • 
The  remaining  provision  relates  to  the  ad^ 
mitting  of  men  to  be  Ministers  on  proba- 
tion, or  trial.  And  here  the  man,  to  b© 
so  admitted,  must  bring  a  Certificate  from 
several  Ministers  of  the  same  sect,-  who 
have  taken  the  oaths,  the  signatures  to 
which  Certificate  are  to  he  proved  to  the 
J^tjces  as  in  the  oiher  case.  This  Cer** 
tificate,  too,  is  to  x^\\k  r^f  long  previous 
knowledge  about  life  and  conversation; 
and,  when  the  Juaiices  are  si^tisfuii,  and 
have  sufiered  him  to  take  the  Oaths  and 
subscribe  the  Declaratiorj ;  they  may  iheix. 
for  a  limited  timcWh^  spccif^d^iri'th^-G^tii^ 
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ficate,  let.  him  officiate  as  a  •probationer  to 
any  Dissenting  Congre|ati'on,  and,  during 
ct  tihiittd  time,  they  may  exempt  him  tVom 
prosecution  and  punishment  under  the  old 
fairs. — — But,  even  during  the  lime  that 
iiii  isia  this  state  of  probation  as  a  Minis- 
ter; he  is  720^  to  be  exempted  from  burdensome 
offices,  or  from  the  Local  or  the  other  militia  ; 
and,  it  may  so  happen^  that  his  Captain  or 
Serjeant  will  come  and  take  him  out  of  his 
pulpit  and  put  him  into  the  Guard-house 

or  Black-hole. What  an   alteration  is 

here  !  As  the  law  now  stands,  any  man 
may  become  a  Minister  without  any  Cer- 
tificare  or  Witness  or  any  thing  else  but 
his  own  Oaths  and  his  Declaration;  and, 
the  moment  he  does  become  a  Minister,  he 
issecured  against  beingforced  into  thenii- 
fitia,  of   to  become  a  constable  or  other 

peace  or  parochial  officer. It  is  very 

clear,  that  if  this  Act  of  Lord  Sidmomh 
should  pass,  that  the  Justices  will,  in  fact, 
have  the  selecting  o(  d.\\  the  Dissenting  Mi- 
nisters ;  for,  there  is  so  much  placed  in 
their  power,  that  it  would  be  impo.isible  to 
avoid  this  ettect.— — The  Act  will  not, 
perhaps,  say,  that  they  shall  have  it  in 
ti>teTr  discretion  to  refVise  Certificates;  but, 
?f''it  make  provision  for  signatures  of.  re- 
tHinnncndation  by  substantial  and  repxitable 
persons,  it  will,  and  it  must,  make  them 
the  judges  of  whether  the  parlies  signing  he 
of  this  description.  That's  enough  !  Leave 
any  one  point  wholly  to  them.  Blake 
them  the  sole  masters  of  any  link  in  the 
chain,  and  you  do,  in  reality,  put  the 
u'hole  thing  in  their  power.  You  give 
them  the  selection  of  the />fr5on»  to  be  Mi- 
rT"isteis,'and  you  also  enable  them  to  limit 
the  nunbers;  and,  of  course,  the  Tolera- 
tion Act  would  be  virtually  repealed. 

I  shidl  be  told,  that  this  is  not  the  inten- 
tion at  all ;  that  nothing  is  further  from 
the  views  of  the  Author  of  the  Bill ;  and 
that  I  am  quite  mistaken  as  to  the  effect 
oJ'  it.  As  to  what  may  be  the  vieivs  of  the 
Author  of  the  Bill,  that  is  another  matter. 
1  am  speaking  of  what  the  Bill  would  pro- 
duce ;  and,  if  it  be  what  it  is  represented 
to  be,  it  would  produce  what  I  am  now 
describing. — —It  will  not,  perhaps,  snj', 
that  rhe  Justices  shall  have  it  in  their  dis' 
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mendations  they  receive  ;  it  must  be  left 
to  them  to  decide  whether  the  persons 
signing  the  recommendation  be,  or  be  nqt, 
substantial  and  reputable  people  ;  and,  we 
all  know  very  well,  that  what  one  man 
may  think  substantial  another  may  not,  and 
that,  with  regard  to  who  is,  or  is  not,  re- 
putable,  the  difference  m  men  s  opinions 
may  be  still  wider.  Those  whom  Major 
Cartwright,  for  instance,  would  think 
very  reputable  people,  John  B*\vles  (who 
is  a  Justice  by  the  bye)  would  be  very 
likely  to  think  just  the  contrary;  and,  if 
a  flat  refusal  were  not  grounded  uponsuch 
an  objection,  there  might,  at  least,  be  <ie- 
lay ;  the  appHcant,  together  with  his  wit- 
nesses, might  be  sent  away  to  seek  more 
reputable  vouchers  for  his  character ; 
when  he  came,  he  might  be  sent  back 
again  ;  his  witness  to  the  signatures  mighl 
be  questioned  and  cross-questioned  ;  and 
thus  the  vexation  and  humiliation  might  " 
become  so  great,  arid,  indeed,  the  expencCj, 
that,  what  with  one  thing  and  another,  it 
mightamountto  a  very  serious  persecution. 

— But,  why  should  I  suppose  that  the  Ju3f_ 

tices  tcould  act  thus.    I  do  not  say  that  they  ^  ' 
V)6idd.      It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  say' 
that  they  would.      It  is  enough  for  me  to 
know   that  they  could.      I  am  not  saying 
what  would  be,  but  what  might  be.      I  am 

reasoning    and     not     conjuring. But, 

when  one  is  reasoning  upon  probabilities; 
when  one  is  endeavouring  to  ascertain 
what  it  is  likely  the  Justices  would  do,  it 
is  worth  while  to  ask  what  the  Justice»„ 

are. In  the  country,  more  than  two-|* 

thirds,  I  believe,  of  those  who   attend  at„/ 
the  Sessions,  are  Clergymen  of  the  Church  oj^^ 
England.     Where  this  is  the  case  it  surely  " 
is  not  too  much  to  expect,  that  (he  road  ta . 
the    Dissenting    Ministry    will    not    be 
smoothed  by  the  Justices.     And,  as  to  the 
other  Justices,  they  must  have  taken  the 
Test  at  any  rate.      There  are  very  few, 
perhaps,  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Church  . 
of  England;    but,  at  the  least,  they  must 
have  taken  the  'i'est;  they  must  have  done 
an  act,  by  which  they  do,  in  fact,  declare 
themselves  to  be  of  that  Church,  so  that 
they  cannot  be  expected  to  be  favourable, 
to   the  Dissenters.— — But,  what    I   loofc"'* 


crftion  to  reject  any  man  on  account' of  '  upon  as  of  more  consequence  than  alltha^' 

th^rr  dislike  of  him,  or  ivithout  any  i^asor  rest,  is,  the  political  injhxcnce  i\\^t  m\ghi^^' 

assigned.     The  Act  will  not  say  this  per-  and   that  inevitably  would,  prevail  here, '^ 

h^'p-i ;  but,  as  to  the  fulfilment  of  its  ovvit  The  Justices  are  all  appointed,  they  are  - 

piovi.v'oiis  relative  to  the  substantial  ar.d  all  selected,  by  the  government.      The"' 

i^mtable   householders,  it  must  give   tha  Sheriffs  are  all  selected  and  appointed  in 

»Iu-ifH^f^„^.  I^ii^etion  ;  they   must  be  the  the  same  way.     Every  one, who  will  have 

I'W^w  of  the  recom.  f  power  from  this  bill,  does,  eicfejbflH'a  few'? 


of  the  Corporatiot)s,  derive  that  power 
from  the  same  source.  This  being  the 
case,  can  any  one  suppose,  that,  in  a  mat- 
ter where  there  is  discretion,  the  decision 
will  not  be  on  the  side  of  the  government, 
especially  in  cases  where  there  is  no  ap- 
parent injury  done  to  the  party;  for,  to 
some  perjons  it  will  always  be  difficult  to 
make  it  out  that  a  man  is  injured  by  a  re- 
fusal to  suffer  him  to  preach  ;  and,  as  to 
the  public,  I  would  fain  see  the  man  who 
\Vould  undertake  to  prove  to  a  dozen  of 
Clergymen  and  'Squires  that  a  well-set 
Voung  fellow  would  not  be  better  em- 
ployed in  the  Local  Militia,  fighting  for 
the  preservation  of  their  Tythes  and  Es- 
tates, than  in  preaching  and  praying  to 

a   Dissenting   Congregation. ^Such   as 

were  admitted  as  Ministers  would,  at  any 
rate,  have  to  pass  review  befo;-e  the  Jus- 
tices, who  would  naturally  have  a  leaning 
against  all  those  whom  they  looked  upon 
as  bad  politicians.  If,  for  instance,  I  were 
to  apply  for  a  qualification.  A  thing  by 
nb  means  probable,  to  be  sure  ;  but,  I  put 
it  as  a  strong  case.  If  I  were  to  apply  to 
the  Justices,  does  the  reader  not  imagine, 
that  they  would  tfiink  a  little  before  they 
granted  it?  To  be  sure  they  would  ;  and, 
indeed,  no  man  can  doubt,  that,  in  every 
instance,  political  considerations  would 
have  great  weight.  The  Act  would,  in 
short,  give  the  government,  or  rather,  the 
Ministry,  through  the  Justices,  the  selection 
of  the  Dissenting  Ministers  ;  and,  to  sup- 
pose that  they  would  select  such  as  were 
not  favourable  to  their  own  views,  one 
must  first  see  them  in  the  habit  of  sup- 
porting at  Elections  those  whom  they  ex- 
pect to  oppose  them  in   the  House. 

Does  any  one  imagine,  that  this  was  not 
seen  clearly  at  the  time  of  passing  the  To- 
leration Act  ?  It  was  clearly  seen, 
that,  if  there  was  any  rfiscrcifono/j/ power 
lodged  with  the  Justices,  the  Act  would 
cither  have  no  effect  in  the  way  of  tolera- 
tion, or  would  cause  toleration  to  be  bar- 
tered for  political  purposes.  Therefore  it 
was  that  the  Toleration  Act  left  no  discre- 
tion at  all ;  but  made  it  imperative  upon 
the  Justices  to  grant  and  to  record  the  do- 
cument constituting  any  man  a  Dissenting 
Minister,  if  he  presented  himself  before 
them  and  offered  to  comply  with  the  con- 
ditions specified  in  the  Act,— — But,  there 
is  a  further  consideration  that  must  now 
ha.ye  great  weight  given  to  it.  At  the 
time  when  the  Toleration  Act  was  passed, 
thp, custom  of  making  Clergymen  Justices 
did  not,  I  believe,  prevail  to  any  extent 
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worthy  of  notice  ,  and,  indeed,  I  believe, 
it  did  not  exist  at  all.  This  custom,  if  it 
had  existed,  would  certainly  have,  been  an 
additional  motive  for  the  imperative 
provision  of  the  Toleration  Act ;  for 
to  conclude  that  a  Clergyman,  acting  as  a 
Justice,  woiild,  as  far  t^s  possible,  increase 
the  obstacles  to  the  Ministry  of  the  Dis- 
senters, it  is  not  necessary  to  suppose  hiiH 
a  -bad  man,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  con- 
clude t^at  he  would  not  increase  iheae 
obstacles,  you  must  first  suppose  him  com- 
pletely divested  of  every  thing  worthy  of 
the  name  of  sea/  for  the  Church,  to  whom 
every  virtuous  and  able  Dissenting  Minis- 
ter must  necessarily  be  a  formidable 
enemy.  Either,  therefore,  your  Clerical 
Justice  must  be  something  very  little 
better  than  a  traitor  to  the  Church,  or  he, 
must  be  almost  irresistibly  drawn  to  raiis 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  good  and  ckvir 
men  in  their  way  to  the  Dissenting  Minis- 
try. This  consideration,  however,  though 
weighty,  is  trifling  compared  to  another 
arising  out  of  the  change  in  the  magiste- 
rial part  of  our  government  since  the  time 
when  the  Toleration  Act  was  passed. 
I  allude  to  that  very  material  meiisure, 
the  Appointment  of  Justices  of  the  Peace 
with  SALARIES,  and  REMOVEABLE 
AT  PLEASURE.  Such  a  thing  had 
never  been  heard  of  in  England  in  1088, 
It  has  been  heard  of  now,  and  seen  too  ; 
and  we  now  have  in  the  Metropolis, 
twenty-four  men,  commonly  called  PO- 
LICE MAGISTRATES,  who  have  ail  the 
powers  of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  not  only 
in  the  Metropolis  itself,  but  in  all  the  hnir 
populous  counties  adjoining  it,  namely, 
Middlesex,  Essex.  Kent,  and  Surrey,  fur 
all  which  counties  they  have  Commissions 
of  the  Peace,  and,  of  course,  where  they 
are  amongst  the  Justices  sitting  at  the 
General  Sessions  for  these  counties.  Thege^ 
men  were  first  appointed  under  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  passed  in  the  year  1792,  just 
upon  the  eve  of  the  late,  or  Anti-Jacobita 
war.     They  are  paid  ^.500  a  year  each, 

free  of  all  deductions. Amongst  other 

provisions  in  tlie  Act  by  which  they  wet  e- 
appointed,  they  were  disqualified,  as  Erc- 
cisemen  are,  to  vote  at  Elections  for  Mem- 
bers to  serve  in  Parliament.  But,  they  are 
fully  qualified  by  the  Police  Actio  sit  cheek 
by  jowl  with  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Coun- 
ties of  Essex,  Middlesex,  Kent,  and  Surrjv 
at  the  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  of 
those  counties  ;  and,  of  course,  they  would 
be  fully  qualified  to  hear,  and  to  determine 
on,  the  applications  of  persons  to  become 
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Hiaie,  i;»  and  round 
Uic  rvXet)opolis,  are,  it  h  well  known,  the 
..greater  pari  of  the  Disitnters.  A  fourth 
;  part,  perhaps,  of  the  population  of  Eng- 
land, if  not  n»ore,  live  within  the  jurisdic- 
lion  of  these  STIPEr\ DIARY  JUbTiCES, 
who,  from  their  nuaibers  are  st  all  times 
likely  to  forni  a  rnojority  of  the  Justices 
present  at  the  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  held  in  any  of  the  above  four  coun- 
ties J  and  who,  from  the  very  nature  of 
their  situation,  must  be  disposed  to  do  no- 
thing hostile  or  displqasing  to  the  Minis- 
try of  the  day,  tfieir  places  being  held  at  the 

■pleasure  of  iJie  CroVM. The  nature   of 

their  situation,  with  regard  to  the  Minis- 
try, and  the  natural  tendency  of  it  to 
create  an  undue  bias  in  politics,  is  clearly 
luarjied  out  by  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
by  which  they  were  appointed, and  w-hich, 
as  to  elections,  for  Members  of  Parliament, 
puts  them  upon  a  footing  with  Excisemen 
and  others,  who  are  deprived  of  the  elec- 
tive franchise  merely  on  account  of  the 
strong  temptations  of  their  ofiices.  Yet, 
if  the  Act  of  Lord  Sidmouth  were  to  pass, 
these  men  would  have  the  discretionary 
power  that  I  have  shown  above  in  the  licen- 
sing of  one  half,  perhaps,  or  more  than  one 
half  of  all  the  Dissenting  Ministers  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales ;  because  jt  is  from  the  Me- 
tropolis chiefly  that  these  Ministers  start. — 
After  vvluit  has  been  said,  there  is  no  one, 
I  imagine,  who  can  doubt,  that  the  efiect 
of  the  proposed  Act  would  be  to  lessen 
the  number  of  Dissenting  ministers,  and, 
indeed,  if  the  Act  could  be  enforced,  to 
render  the  Tolekatjon  Act,  or,  rather. 
Acts  (for  the  last  is  a  very  important  one) 
of  none,  or,  of  very  little,  avail.  Upon 
this  point  there  can,  I  think,  be  very 
little  ditlerence  of  opinion  :  whether  it  be 
right  to  render  these  Acts  a  nullity  is  ano- 
ther question,  but  this  is  a  question  which 
I  havenot  time  to  discuss  here,  though  I 
shall  iiot  ftiil  to  do  it  in  my  next;    '         i 


Holland. — The  Pp.ess.- 


-The  Morn- 


ing Chronicle  of  yesterday  states,  that,  in 
Holland,  the  Printers  are  compelled  to 
€nr€gistcr  their  presses,  and  their  own 
najnes  and  places  of  abode  *.  And  then  fol- 
lows a  comroeutarv  of  compassion  upon  the 
poor  Dutch  \-r — Ideally   one  can   hardly 

*  '*  The  Dutch  booksellers,  printers,  type- 
"founders,  and  press-makers,  are  by  a  late 
*'  decree,  published  at  Amsterdam,  to  have 
-  ij  ,ltieU;.s^iWf-ap(:}  resij^wces  registcrejd" 


<Wii^,';  , apes  not 
Mr.  Peuky  knovy  thaf7;?s  pi;ess  is  en  regis- 
tered at  the  great  Ta.%iug  OlTice  at  I  lie 
Place  called  Somerset  Home?  Does  he 
iU)t  know,  that  his  nnim  and,  his  pointer's 
name,  and  his  publisher's  name,  and  all 
their  places  of  abode,  are  enreyister'ed  at 
the  said  Tax- Office  ;  and,  that" the  enre- 
gislerment  is  suorn  to  by  him  and  by  his 
printer  and  publisher  ?  What  does  he 
mean,  then?  He  dce^:  not  tetf  us  of  the 
sort  of  Atonement  that  uuforlunate  printers 
make  to  offended  bishops  in  Holland,  and 
how  the  poor  Dutchmen  manage  tb.e  mat? 
ter  so  as  to  bring  themselves  off  upon  sach 
occasions;  whether  they  cry  up  the 
Bishop's  father  and  mother  and'  brothers 
and  sisters  and  wife  and  children  and  cou- 
sins and  foster  mothers  and  sisters-in-law 
and  half  brothers,  nay,  almost  down  to 
the  very  dogs  and  cats  of  the  farhily. 
He  does  not  tell  us  this  ;  for  which  1  ,'4m 
sorry,  as  I  should  have  been  glad  to  know 
how  a  Dutch  printer  would  bring  himself 
oft'  in  such  an  emertiencv.*-- -.We  Lear 

*•■  As  Mr.  Pekkv  seems  not  to  bd  aware 
of  the  laws  in  force  ui  his  own  country,  \ 
beg  leave  to  subjoin  some  of  their  provi- 
sions here  for  his  information,  , 

By  ihii  Act  13  Geo.  H.  c.  IP,  (to  re- 
strain and  prevent  the  excessive  increase 
of  horse  races,  &c.)  it  is  enacted,  "  That 
"  every  person  or  person  who  shallruake, 
"  print,  publish,  advertise,  or  proclaim 
"  any  Advertisement  or  Notice  of  any 
"  plate,  prize,  sum  of  money,  or  other 
"  thing,  of  less  value  than  Fifty  Pounds, 
"  to  be  run  fur  by  any  horse,  mare,  or 
"  gelding,  shiall  forfeit  and  lose  the  sum 
"  of  one  hundred  pounds." 

By  the  Act  25  Geo.  II.  cap .  36,  (for  the 
better  preventing  theds  and  robberies),  it 
is  enacted,  "'1  hat  any  person  publicly 
"  advertising  a  reward  with  *No  questions 
"  asked,'  fur  the  return  of  things  which 
"  have  beep  stolen  or  lost,  or  making  use 
"  of  any  such  words  in  ^uch  public  ad- 
"  vertisement,  &c.  shall  for  every  such 
"  o{{ence\\)r(eh,fifti/  potinds."^ 

The  Act  3y  Geo.  HI  c;ip.  79,  (f()»-  '^he  ' 
more  tfteclual  suppres.'iion  of  societies  es- 
tablished for  seditious  ^nJl  *  treasonable 
purposes),  contains  severaf  provisions  and 
penalties  respecting  I'rinlers,  Letter  f*ound- 
c?s,  and  Printing  I'rcss  Makers. 

Sect.  23  enacts,  "  That,  froVa  anij  after 
"  the  expiration  of  ibrty  days  from  the 
"  day  of  passing  this  Act,  every  person 
"  having,  a^jy.  Riming  B;?shQi:  Tt^^s,.iox 
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no  more  now  about  the  insurr-ection,  in  Hol- 
land and  the  Judges  there,  whence  1  con- 

"  printing,  shall   cause  a  notice   thereof, 

*'  signed  in  the  presence  of  and  atteitcd  by 

*'  one  Mntntss,  to  be  delivered  to  the  clerk 

"  of   the   peace    acting    for  the   county, 

"  stewartry,  riding,  division,  city,  borough, 

"  lown^  or  place,  where  tiie  snine  shall  be 

"  intended  to   be  nsed,  or  his  deputy,  ac- 

•*  cording  to  the  form  prescribed  in  the 

•'**  schedule  hereunto  annexed  ;    and  snch 

V  "clerk  ftf  the   peace,  or  deputy  respec- 

•    '''lively,  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  autho- 

.■;■  *' rized    and  required   to  grant  a  certificate 

^  /'  in  the  form  prescribed  in  the  schedule 

"'■**  hereunto  annexed,  for  which  such  clerk 

'"of  the  peace,  or  deputy,  shall  receive 

°  '*  the  fee  of  one  shilling,  and  no  more ; 

'  '*  and  such  clerk  of  the  peace,  or  his  de- 

"  puty,  shall  file  such  notice,  and  transmit 

"  an  attested  copy  thereof  to  one  of  his  Ma- 

"  jesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state ;    and 

"  every  person  who,  not  having  deiivcred 

'*  such  notice  and  obtained  such  ceilificate 

"  as  aforesaid,  shall,  from  and  after  the 

'    "  *'  expiration  of  forty  days  next  after  the 

"passing  of  this  Act,  keep  or  use  any 

"  printing   press  or  types  for  printing,  or, 

"  having  delivered   such  notice   and  ob- 

"  tained  such  certificate  as  aforesaid,  shall 

"use   any  printing    press    or    lypfes   for 

/'*'  printing  in  any  other  phtceth^Ln  the  place 

"expressed  in   such  notice,  shall  forfeit 

"  and  lose  the  swm  of  twenty  pounds." 

'        Sect.  24-  exempts  his  Majesty's  Printers, 

V'ilind  the  Public   Presses  belonging  to  the 

.    'two  Universities. 

'^  Sect.  '25  and  26  relate  to  the  same  En- 
registernicnt  and  Certificate  by  Type 
Founders  and  Printing  Press  Makers. 

Sect.  27  enacts,  "  Tliat  from  and  after 

"  the  expiration  of  forty   days  after  the 

"  passing  of  this  Act,  every  person  who 

"shall  print  any  paper  or  book  whatso- 

',  **  ever,  which  shall  be  meant  or  intended 

'  ^'"  lo  be  published  or  dispersed,  whrther 

/■*'  the  same  shall   be  sold   or  given  away, 

\'"  shall  print  upon  the  front  of  every  such 

\^'  paper,  if  the    same  shall  be  printed  on 

,"  one  side  only,  and  upon  the  first  and  last 

\ '*' leaves  of  every   paper  or  book  which 

.*'«' shall  consist  of  more   than  one  leaf,  in 

j ''•"' legible   characters.  Ids  ov  Iter  name,  and 

"''  "  the  name  of  the  city,  town,  parish,  or 

"  place,  and  also  the  name  (if  any)  of  the 

♦'  square,  street,  lane,  court,  or  place,  in 

-^. "  which  his  or  her  dwelling  house  or  usual 

^^' place  of  abode  shall  be;  ami  every  per- 

_.*»  son  who  shall  omit  so  to  print  his  name 

"  and  place  of  abode  on  every  such  paper 
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elude  that  all  is  quiet  again.  The  Morn- 
ing Post,  to  be  sure,  tells  us,  that  "  therti 

"  or  book  printed  by  him,  and  also  eveiy 
"  person  who  shall  publish  or  disperse,  or 
"  assisi.  in  publishing  or  dispersing,  either 
"  gratis  or  for  money,  any  printed  paper 
"  or  book,  which  shall  have  been  printed 
"  after  the  expiration  of  forty  days  from 
"  the  passing  of  this  Act,  and  on  which 
"  the  name  and  place  of  abode  of  the  per- 
"  son  priming  the  same  shall  not  be  print- 
"  ed  as  aforesaid,  shall,  for  every  copy  of 
"  such  paper  so  published  or  dispersed  by 
"  him,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty 
"  pounds." 

Sect.  28  exempts  papers  printed  by  au- 
thoritv  of  either  house  of  pavl lament. 

Sect.  29  enacts,  "  That  every  person 
'  who,  from  and  after  the  expiration  of 

*  forty  days  after  the  passing  of  this  Act, 
'shall  print  any  paper  for  hire,  reward, 
'  gain,  or  profit,  shall  carefully  preserve 
'  and  keep  one  copy  (at  least)  of  every 
'  paper  so  printed  by  him  or  her,  on  which 

*  he  or  she  shall  write,  or  cause  to  be 
'  written  oil  printed,  in  fair  and  legible 
'  characters,  the  name  and  place  cf  abode  of 
'  the  person  or  persmis  by  whom  he  or  skeehall 
'  be  employed  to  print  the  same;  and  every 

*  person  printing  any  paper  for  hire,  re- 
'  ward,  gain,  or  profit,  who  shall  omit  or 
'  neglect  to  write,  or  cause  to  be  Written 
'  or   printed   as  aforesaid,  the  name  and 

place  of  his  or  her  employer  on  one  of 

'  such  printed  papers,  or  to  keep  or  pre- 

'serve    the  same  for   the   space  of  six 

'  calendar  months  next  after  the  printing 

'  thereof,  or  to  produce  and  shn\s  the  same 

'  to  any  justice   of  the  peace,  who,  within 

the  said  space  of  sik  calendar  months, 

shall  require  to  see  the  same,  shall,  for 

every  such  omission,  neglect,  or  refusal, 

forfeit  and  lose  the  sum  oittventy  pounds." 

Form  of  Notice  to  be  given  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace,  that  any  Person  keeps  any  Printing 
Press  or  Types  for  Printing. 

"  To  the  clerk  of  the  peace  for 

[here  insert  the  county,  stewartry,  riding, 
division,  city,  borough,  town,  or  place,] 
or  his  deputy. 

"  I,  A.  B.  of  ■  do  hereby  <le- 

"  clare  that  I  have  a  printing  press  and 
"  types  for  printing,  which  I  propose 
'•'  to  use  for  printing,  within  [here  insert 
•*  the  place  where  the  business  is  to  be 
"  carried  on,]  and  which  I  require  to  be 
"  entered  for  that  purpose,  in  pursuance 
"  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  thirty-ninth  year 
"  of  the  reign  of  his  Majesty  King  George 
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thirty  in  a  day.— —Let  us  hope,  however, 
that,  for  ojice,  we  have  some  troth  in  thi? 
inteliigence.      It  is  high   time;    for,  we  , 
have  had  so  many  falsehoods  of  late,  thai 
it  quite  sickens  one  to  think  of  them. 

W^.  COBBETT.    - 
State  Prison,  Newgate,  Tue^daxf,    i  ■,  -aU  b-, 
Muy2\,   Ibll.  .  >  fsiq    s.Wi.- 


"  can  be  no  doubt -o?  an  explosion  in  Hol- 
*■'  land  being  near  at  hand  ;  andi  tliat  the 
"  Dutch  a\-c.  merely  wailing  till  ihey  hear 
"  of  ,ihe  complete  success  of  Lord  VVel- 
*'  lingtun  over  Massena/'  And,  as  luck 
would  have  it,  here  is  that  to  its  hand. 


Portugal. — The  War. A  few  days 

ago,  the  accounts  from  this  part  of  the 
world  appeared  rather  gloomy  ;  but,  the 
last  intelligence  has  quite  changed  »the 
face  of  it.  This  intelligence,  by  the  way 
of  Bristol,  says,  that  the  French  have  been 
defeated  completely  ;  that  Lord  Talavera 
has  killed  4,000  of  them;  t:\ken  700  pri- 
soners ;  that  he  has  drowned  great  num- 
bers of  them  besides;  that  he  was  in  full 
chase  of  the  remains  of  their  army  towards 
Salamanca. -This  is  Lie  the  fifty  thou- 
sandth, perhaps,  that  this  nation  has  been 
treated  with  since  the  beginning  of  the 
Anti-Jacobin  war,  or  Assignat  war,  call  it 
which,  you  will.  The  monstrous  false- 
hoods that  are  served  out  to  this  gaping 
public  !  Any  thing  ;  nothing  is  too  gross. 
A  falsehood  of  some  sort  or  other,  is  served 
out  every  day  ;    and  sometimes  twenty  or 

*'  the  Third,  entitled,  "  An  Act  for  the 
"  "more  effectual  suppression  of  societies 
"  "  establisherl  for  seditious  and  treasona- 
"  "  ble  purposes,  and  for  better  preventing 
*'  "  treasonable  and  seditious  practices."  " 

r.   "  Witness  my   hand  this day  of 

"  -r — Signed  in  the  presence  of — ~ 

-^     Copy  of  A  CERTIFICATli.'^''^/f.l^; 

London.— I  Thomas  She! ton.  Clerk  of 
ihe  Peace  for  the  City  of  London,  do 
hereby  certify  that  Thomas  Curson  Han- 
sard of  Peterborough  Court  Fleet  Street, 
in  the  Parish  of  Saint  Bride  in  the  said 
City,  hath  delivered  a  notice  in  writing 
appearing  to  be  signed  by  him/ and  at- 
tested by  T.  Martin  as  a  Witness  to  his 
signing  the  same,  that  he  the  said  Thomas 
Curson  Hansard  hath  a  Printing  Press  and 
Types  for  printing,  which  he  proposes  to 
use  for  printing  within  his  House  afore- 
said, and  which  he  hath  required  to  be 
entered  pursuant  to  an  Act  passed  in  the 
thirty-ninth  year  of  his  Majesty's  Reign, 
intituled,  "  An  Act  for  the  more  efTectual 
"  suppression  of  Societies  established  for 
"  seditious  and  treasonable  purposes;  and 
"  for  better  preventing  treasonable  and  se- 
"  ditious  practices."  Witness  my  hand 
this  seventeenth  day  of  August,  one  thou- 
sand eight  huadr^d  and  five. 

T»o]^lAs  Shelton.  • 


MEETING  OF  PROTESTANT  DISSENTERS. 

At  a  numerous  and  most  respectable  ■ 
Meeting  of  Protestant  Dissenters  of  various  • 
denominations,  and  other  Friends  t«  Reli- 
gious Liberty,  residing  in  different  parts  -f 
of  the  United  Empire,  held  at  the  London- 1 
Tavern,  Bishopsgate-street,  on  liie  l5th-of '^> 
May,  1811.  • 

Samuel  MiLi.s,  Esq.  Chairman;'  -'  ■ 

The  following  Kesolutions  were  agreed -x^ 
too :—  :,<irj-i 

1.  That  this  Meeting  believe  that  there    . 
are  at  least  two  millions  of  Protestant  Dis^ 
senters   in  the  kingdom  of  England  and 
Wales,  including  persons  of  opulent  for- 
tunes, high  literary  attainments,  and  ac-  "i 
tive    benevolence ;    that    their   exertions  = 
have   contributed    to    promote   industry, 
knowledge,  good  morals,  social  order,  and 
public  prosperity  ;  that  they  are  not  in- 
ferior to  any    fellow  subjects    in    fervent; 
love  to  their  country,  nor  in  ardent  loyalty 
to  their  venerable  Sovereign,  whose  early 
promise  to  "  preserve  the  tolerations  jn- 

"  violate,"  has  made  an  intleliblc  Imin-cs- 
sion  on  their  hearts,  and  that  any  means 
which  might  excite  their  discontent  and 
enfeeble  their  attachment,  would  therefore 
at  any  time,  and  especially  at  this  period, 
be  inconsistent  with  the  imfional  interest^ 
and  with  wise  and  liberal  policy. 

2.  That  although  this  Meeting  consider 
the  right  to  worship  God  according  to  in* 
dividual  judgment  as  an  inalienable  right, 
superior  to  all  social  Regulations;  and  ■. 
although  they  have  long  anticipated  a  pe- 
riod when  all  Penal  Laws  for  worshipping 
God  according  to  their  consciences  would 
be  abolished,  they  have  been  unwilling  to 
agitate  the  public  miad  for  the  attainment 
of  their  hopes,  and  presuming  that  no  per- 
sons would  in  this  age  venture  to  assail 
the  Act  of  Toleration,  after  the  ever-me- 
morable declaration  of  the  King,  they 
have  been  content  to  regard  it  with  grate- 
ful emotions,  and  to  esteem  it  as  an  efFec-  . 
tual  protection  from  the  recurrence  ^iofoi 
former  persecutions.  -        -  "^;;h 

3.  That  the  persons  assembled  at  this  '! 
Meeting  have  received  with  great  anxiety  . 
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the  communications  frequently  tnade  by 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Viscount  Sidmouih, 
of  his  intention  to  propose  legislative 
Enactments  interfering  with  the  laws  re- 
lating to  Protestant  Dissenters;  that  they 
did  hope  the  applications  he  has  received, 
and  the  information  communicated  would 
have  prevented  his  perseverance ;  but 
they  have  learned  the  disappointment  of 
their  hopes,  and  have  ascertained  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  which  he  has  at  length 
introduced  into  Parliament  with  extreme 
regret,  and  with  painful  apprehension. 

4,  That  this  Bill  declares  that  all  the 
provisions  relating  to  the  Dissenting  Mi- 
nisters contained  in  the  Toleration  Act, 
and  in  the  subsequent  Act  for  their  further 
reliei",  were  intended  to  be  limited  only 
to  Ministers  of  separate  Congregations, 
aind  enarts,  1.  That  such  Ministers,  upon 
being  admitted  to  the  peaceable  posses- 
sion and  enjoyment  of  the  peace  of  Minis- 
tew  of  a  separate  Congregation,  may,  on 
a  beitificate  in  writing,  under  the  hands 
of  several  substantial  and  reputable  House- 
holders belonging  to  such  Congregation, 
signed  in  the  presence  of  some  creditable 
witner;3>  who  is  to  make  proof  of  their  sig- 
naitures  upon  oath  at  a  General  Sessions  of 
the  Peace,  be  permitted  to  take  oaths  and 
to  sign  the  Declarations  previously  re- 
quired, and  shall  then,  and  then  only, 
during  their  continuance  to  be  Ministers 
of  such  separate  Congregation,  be  entitled 
to  aH  the  privileges  and  exemptions  which 
the  former  acts  had  conferred.  2d.  That 
any  other  person  who  may  desire  to  qua- 
lify himself  to  preach  as  a  Dissenting  Mi- 
nister, must  procure  several  substantial 
and  reputable  householders,  being  Dis- 
senters of  the  same  Sect,  and  of  the  same 
Congregation,  to  certify  on  their  con- 
sciences, in  writing,  to  his  being  a  Pro- 
testant Dissenting  Minister  of  their  Sect, 
and  of  the  same  Congregation,  and  to  their 
individual  and  long  knowledge  to  his  so- 
briety of  conversation,  and  to  his  ability 
and  fitness  to  preach  ;  and  that  such  Cer- 
tificate must  be  proved  as  before  stated, 
before  he  be  permitted  to  take  the  oath 
and  subscribe  the  declaration  before  he 
be  exempt  from  the  pains,  penalties  and 
punishments  to  which  he  would  otherwise 
be  liable  as  a  Dissenting  Minister.  And 
3.  That  any  person  of  sober  life  and  con- 
versation admitted  to  preach  on  probation 
to  any  separate  Congregation  must  pro- 
duce a  Certificate  from  several  Dissenting 
Ministers,  who  have  taken  the  oath  (to  be 
alisp  proved  on  oath  at  a  General  Sessions) 


of  his  life  and  conversation,  and  to  their 
long  previous  knowlcdgi;,  bef'>re  he  can  be 
admitted  to  take  the  Uallis  and  subscribe 
the  Declaration,  and  that  he  may  then, 
during  a  limited  period,  to  be  specifipd  in 
the  Certificate,  ofiiriate  as  a  probationer 
to  any  Dissenting  Congregation,  and  be 
during  a  limited  period  exempt  from  pro- 
secution and  punishment ;  but  neither  of 
the  two  last-mentioned  classes  of  persons 
will  be  entitled  to  any  privileges,  or  tothe 
exemptions  from  offices  conferred  on  Dis- 
senting Minister^  by  the  Toleration  Act.    • 

5.  That  the  principle  assumed  as  the 
foundation  of  the  Bill  is  incorrect.  Thaf 
the  Toleration  Act  authorized  any  persons 
to  become  Dissenting  Ministers,  who  con- 
ceived themselves  to  be  called  and  quali- 
fied to  preacii,  upon  giving  security  to 
the  State  for  their  Loyalty  and  Christian 
Principles,  by  taking  certain  Oaths,  anil 
by  subscribing  certain  Declarations,  and* 
not  only  prevented  their  persecution  un- 
der Laws  made  in  times  less  favourable  to 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  but  conceiving 
their  labours  to  be  of  public  utility,  grant- 
ed to  them  exemptions  from  all  parochial 
offices  and  other  ^luties  which  might  in- 
terfere with  their  more  important  exei'- 
tions — that  such  construction  of  the  Oath 
of  Toleration  has  been  sanctioned  by  the 
general  practice  of  a  century,  and  has 
never  been  impugned  by  any  decision  in 
a  superior  Court  of  Law — ancl  that  if  even 
such  construction  be  incorrect,  and  legis- 
lative exposition  be  required,  such  de- 
claratory Bill  ought  to  follow  the  inten- 
tion of  the  only  Act  which  has  subse- 
quently passed  ;  and  thould  extend,  and 
not  contract ;  protect,  and  not  impair  the 
relief  aiibrded  by  the  former,  ancient,  and 
venerable  Statute. 

6.  That  the  Bill  introduced  into  Par- 
liament is  not  justified  by  any  necessity, 
and  will  be  highly  injurious — that  it  is 
unnecessary  because  the  evils  presumed 
to  result  from  the  abuses  of  the  existing, 
laws  by  a  few  persons  who  may  have  im-i 
properly  taken  the  oaths  required  froin 
Dissenting  Preachers  and  Teachers,  do  not 
exist  but  to  a  most  inconsiderable  extent/ 
and  because  the  extension  of  all  such 
abuses  has  been  anxiously  and  would  be 
effectually  discountenanced  by  every  class 
of  Protestant  Dissenters,  and  that  it  must 
be  injurious,  because  it  will  introduce  forms 
unprecedented,  inconvenient,  or  impracti* 
cable  —  will  render  itinerant  PreacherSj' 
Students  of  divinity.  Ministers  on  Proba-- 
tion,  and  many  persons,  to  whose  ardent 
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piety  and  diyiiiterested  labours,  multitudes 
are  indebted  for  Religious  Instruction, 
liable  to  serve  all  Civil  Offices  ;  and  will 
expose  all  Ministers  or  the  witnesses  to 
the  Certificates  to  be  harrassed  by  repeated 
attendances  at  diiierent  Sessions,  and  to 
capricious  examinations  and  unlimited 
expence,  because  by  limiting  the  right  of 
persons  lo  be.coine  Dissenting  Ministers  in 
obedience  lo  tiitir  consciences,  it  will  im- 
pose new  restrictions  on  toleraiion,  and 
jbecause  it  will  create  a  precedent  for 
■future  attenipls  at  even  more  dangerous  or 
i"atal  experiments  against  religious  liberty. 
.7.  That  although  most  reluctant  to  in- 
terference with  political  affairs, they  there- 
fore cannot  regard  the  present  attempt 
wilhout  peculiar  sensations  of  alarm,  and 
tbat  veneration  for  their  ancestors,  regard 
to  their  posterity,  respect  for  rights  which 
they  can  never  abandon,  and  the  sacred 
obligations  which  tliey  feel  wUi  iherefore 
.compel  them  to  disregard  a!l  doctrinal 
and  ritual  dit.tinctions,  and  to  unite,  by 
(&V£ry  legitimate  elibrt,  to  prevent  the 
pending  Bill  from  passing  into  a  Law,  and 
to  oppose  the  smallest  diminution  of  the 
privileges  secured  by  the  Act  of  Tolera- 
tion. 

8.  That,  from  the  noble  declaration  of 
the  liberal-minded  and  illustrious  Prince 
Regent  of  the  Empire,  that  he  will  deliver 
up  the  Constitution  unaltered,  to  his  Royal 
Father,  this  Meeting  are  encouraged  to 
indulge  a  confident  hope,  that  measures 
80  innovating  and  injurious  can  never  ob- 
tain the  sanction  of  bis  high  authority, 
and  that  they  also  rejoice  that  it  has  not 
been  introduced  by  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment; and  that  respectful  application  be 
therefore  made  to  them  tor  their  wise  and 
continued  protection.  That  a  Petition  to 
the  House  of  Lords  against  the  Bill  be 
iigjiedby  all  the  Persons  present  at  this 
|W!.r,ti.g;  and  that  all  Congregations  of 
Protestant  Bis/cnters^  and  other  Friends  to 
Religious  Liberty,  throughout  the  Kmpire, 
be  recommended  t<>  present  similar  Peti- 
tions; and  that  a  Committee,  consistiiit/ 
of  ■Persons,  resident  in  London,  ajid  in  the 
Country,  be  appointed  to  efliictuate  these 
proceedings,  and  to  adopt  any  measures 
they  may  deem  exfiedient,  ti>  prevent  the 
successful  prosecution  of  this  Bill;  and 
that  each  Committee  may  increase  their 
number  ;  and  that  any  three  Members  be 
competent  to  act. 

9.  That  these  Resolutions  be  communi- 
cated by  the  Committee  now  appointed  to 
the  Cotnmitlee  for  guarding  the  Privileges 


of  the  Methotlists,  and  to  the  Deputies  and 
Ministers  of  the  Congreg'dtions  of  Protes- 
tant Dissenters  of  the  three  denominations 
in  or  near  London  ;  and  that  their  co- 
operation and  assistance  be  respectfully 
invited. 

10.  That  a  Subscription  be  entered  into 
to  defray  the  expences  Vvdiich  may  be  in- 
curred ;  and  that  Friends  to  Religious 
Liberty  throughout  the  Empire  be  invited 
to  contribute ;  and  that  such  Subscrip- 
tion be  appropriated  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Comniittoe. 

U.  That  Subscriptions  be  received  by 
Messrs.  Robarts,  Curtis,  and  Co.  Lombard- 
street;  Sir  James  Esdaile  and  Co.  Lom- 
bard-steet;  and  Down,  Thornton  and  Co, 
Bartholomew-lane. 

12.  That  Thomas  Pel latt,  Esq.  of  Iron- 
mongers'-hall,  and  John  Wilks,  Esq.  of 
Hoxton-square,  be  solicited  to  act  as  joint 
Secretaries  to  the  Committee. 

13.  That  the  acknowladgernents  of  this 
Meeting  be  presented  to  the  Gentlemea 
by  whom  it  was  convened,  for  the  vigi- 
lance meritoriously  displayed,  and  for 
their  prompt  attention  to  every  attempted 
infringement  of  the  invaluable  and  long- 
established  rights  of  the  Protestant  Dis« 
senters. 

14.  That  this  Meeting  present  their 
ardent  thanka  to  the  Chairman,  for  the 
attachment  to  Religious  Liberty  which  he 
has  displayed,  by  consenting  to  preside 
on  this  occasion,  and  for  the  attention  and 
ability  which  he  has  manifested. 

15.  That  their  thanks  be  also  presented 
to  John  Wilks,  Esq.  for  the  ability  and 
zeal  which  he  has  manifested  as  tempo- 
rary Secretary,  and  for  his  "iloquent  and 
useful  exertions  at  this  meeting. 

16.  That  these  Resolutions  be  published 
in  the  Newspapers,  signed  by  the  Chair- 
man, and  th;it  measures  be  adopted  by  the 
Committee,  necessary  to  give  them  requi- 
site publicity. 

Samuel  Mills,  Chairman. 

BULLION  DEBATE. 

(Continued  from  page  1248. J 

Throughout  this  period, 

the  progressive  rise  in  the  averagje  price  of 
the  wheat  at  stated  periods,  proved  the 
gradual  depression  of  our  domestic  cur- 
rency. He  did  not  mean  to  insinuate, 
that  the  power  to  which  he  had  alludfd 
could  be  vested  in  men  who  would  use  it 
with  more  prudence  and  wisdom  than  the 
Bank  of  England ;  but  in  looking  at  this 


'''jibwer  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  he 
>iewed  it   independent  of  any  considera- 
^Vions  respecting  the  persons  in  whom  such 
power  was  to  be  vested  ;  and  viewing  it  in 
this  light,  it  appealed  to  him  as  a  power 
that  enabled  a  single  Corporate  Bofiy  to 
change,  at  will,    the  relative    proportion 
which  the  real  money  of  the  country  should 
'"b,ear  to  all  other  commodities  whatever. 
'  |ie  should   not  stop  now  to  consider  the 
.  'Vast  consequences  that  might  one  time  re- 
sult fi'oin  the  political  efl'ects  of  the  exer- 
cise of  such  a  power  in  bad  or  imprudent 
..hands.     The   contract  for  the  payment  of 
'jnfiouey  "was  a  Stipnlation   as  to  quantity 
pxed  arid   itlvariable,  altogether  indepen- 
dent of  the  circunistances  of  the  time  at 
which  it  is  so  contracted   to  be  paid.     If 
•  %e  had  not  already  wearied  the  Committee, 
"  lie  could  cite  to  them  various  antient  pre- 
cedents of  contracts,  wherein   it  was  sti- 
pulated, that  if,   owing  to  any  interven- 
tion of  untoward  public  events,  the  obligee 
could  not  be  paid  by  money  in  tale,  that 
he  should    be  paid  in  f?fo   many  ounces  of 
silver   in   standard  weight   and    fineness. 
There  were  two   kinds  of  banks,  banks  of 
depositand  banks  of  discount.  If  the  Bank 
of  England   limited  its  issue   of  paper  to 
paper    convertible   into    specie,  it  would 
then  embrace  in   itself  all  the  advantages 
of  both  kinds  of  banks  ;   arid  however  un- 
justly he  might  have  been  represented  as 
an  enemy  to  that  great  Corporation,  he 
thought  it,  under  such  limitations,  as  one 
of  the  most  perfect  models  of  the  banking 
system.     lie  next  adverted   to  what   had 
fallen  from   a  Right  Honourable   Friend 
(Mr.  Rose)  in  the  course  of  the  la?t  night's 
debate   n-specting  the   injuries   likely   to 
result  from    certain  s,tatements  in  a  publi- 
cation of  his  (Mr.  Huski'^son) ;  his  Right 
Honourable  Friend  had    acquitted   him  of 
everv  culpable  intention,  and  therefore  it 
tvould  not  be  necessary  for  him   to  enter 
into  any  vindication  of  his  motives.     But 
when  his  K.ight  Honourable  Friend  spoke 
ot'some  of  the  passages  as  having  a  ten- 
dency to  degrade   the  national   character, 
he    thought   that    his  Right   Honourable 
.Friend    was   bound    in   candour    to   have 
;  pb'iiueti  Ought  those  passages  which  struck 
*''hitn  iii  sot  objectionable    a   point  of  view. 
^'This,  however,   he   (Mr.  li.)  would  say, 
"  fiowever  nrVvvilling  he  was  to  provoke  such 
'.'*a!  charge,  tliiit  if  such  a  currency  could  be 
.iSaade  a  legal  tender,  without  reference  to 
'*-^' fixed  standard,  it  would   amount  to  a 
'■'preach    of  the  public  faith  — it   seemed, 
'  Sibwever,  that  he  bad  given  oilence  by  his 
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comparison  in  that  publication  between  the 
Bank  ofEngland  and  the  Misis'sippi  scheme; 
but  the  principles  avowed  by  Mr.  Lawwfere 
the  same  as  those  adopted  by  the  Bank  of 
England.  Here  he  read  several  passages 
from  Mr.  Law's  book,  laying  great  stress  on 
that  passage,  where  Mr.  Law  laid  it  down 
as  a  principle,  that  "few,  if  any  borrow 
money  to  lay  by." — A  Kight  Hon.  Geut. 
had  said,  that  the  price  of  gold  for  the 
years  1809  and  10  had  not  varied  fvom  4-1. 
an  ounce  ;  but  he  forgot  to  add,  that  the 
Bank  of  England  had  come  to  a  resolution 
not  to  purcliase  gold  at  a  higher  price 
than  At  an  ounce  (Hear!)  But  this  had 
nothirsg  to  say  to  the  market  price,  which 
had  been  proved  before  the  Bullion  Com- 
mittee to  have  been  so  high  as  4/.  lOs.  an 
ounce  at  the  same  period.  He  gave  it 
then,  as  his  deliberate  opinion,  that  if  they 
did  not  raise  the  denomination  of  thegold, 
or  approximate  the  currency  more  to  the 
standard,  no  laws,  no  penalties,  however 
severe,  could  put  a  stop  to  the  exporta- 
tion of  huiiion— it  must  go  on  progres- 
sively. He  asked  what  could  be  admitted 
as  a  criterion  of  the  depreciation,  it"  the 
difference  between  the  standard  value  of 
coin,  and  the  price  of  the  current  paper, 
was  denied  to  be  that  criterion  ?  Were  we 
to  be  told  that  our  Currency  was  not  de- 
preciated at  a  tim«  when  the  exchange 
was  against  us  to  the  amount  of  '25  and 
30  per  cent,  and  when  there  were  so 
many  trials  and  convictions  for  the  sale 
and  purchase  of  guineas  ?  Here  he  begged 
leave  to  refer  them  to  a  recent  instance 
scarcely  yet  generally  known  ;  an  edict 
had  been  lately  issued  by  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  declaring  the  value  of  the  paper 
circulation  in  his  dominions  to  be  reduced 
4-5lhs  from  the  day  of  the  date  of  this 
edict,  a  debt  previously  contracted,  to  the 
amount  of  .500  florins,  suddenly  fell  to  the 
value  of  TOO  florins,  so  that  the  national 
debt  of  80  millions  of  florins  was  at  once 
reduced  to  nearly  15  niiilions.  Thisedict 
referred  to  a  table  at  the  end,  stating  tiie 
price  at  which  all  pecuniary  coniiact§ 
shall  be  liquidated,  subject  to  thejilTpre- 
elation  of  t'le  paper  currency,  month  by 
month.  The  depreciation  had  gone  on 
very  gr-duaiiy  and  slowly  from  JTU'O, 
when  it  Irad  fallen  3  per  cent,  till  ISO*!, 
when  it  fell  to  the  rate  already  stated, 
The  effect  of  this  mu,5t  be  to  lower  prices 
and  raise  eicchanges,  and  yet  would  it  be 
said  after 'this,  that  the  quantity  of  paper 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  price  oi  bul- 
lion^?    SViih  r-espect  to  the  ifi-eans  of  the 
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Bank  to  resume  cash  payments,  he  be- 
lieved that  they  possessed  a  large 
quantity  of  gold,  and  it  would  be  re- 
membered that  they  were  ready  to  re- 
sume their  cash  payments  in  the  October 
of  the  year  in  which  tlicy  had  been  sus- 
pended. If  they  looked  at  the  great 
change  in, the  scale  of  profits  now  made 
by  the  Bank,  he  thought  that  that  increase 
of  proht  might  open  a  way  for  enabling 
the  Bank  to  resume  their  cash  payments. 
When  Parliament  had  given  to  them  iji 
the  Restriction  Act  a  letter  of  licence  to 
suspend  their  engagements  to  the  public, 
he  thought  that  it  was  not  asking  too 
much  of  the  Bank  to  require  of  them  to 
make  use  of  the  profits  arising  oiit  of  that 
suspension  so  as  to  restore  them  to  that 
situation  which  would  render  the  continua- 
tion of  th:it  suspension  no  longer  neces- 
sary. (Hear!  hear!)  If  they  make  an 
exir^  profit,  let  tbem  use  it  in  replacing 
themselves  in  their  former  situation.  The 
Honourable  Gentleman  then  proceeded  to 
shew  that  he  had  been  singular  in  none,  of 
the  opinions  he  had  advanced  upon  this 
subject.  The.^e  opinions  niighr,  be  wrong, 
but  they  were  not  new.  If  he  was  in 
error,  he  was  in  error  with  Burleigh — with 
Bacpn— -with  Mr.  Locke — with  Sir  Isaac 
Newton — and  with  Mr.  Pitt;  and  if  the 
Right  Ilonourable  Gentleman  and  the 
Bank  were  right,  tht^y  were  right  with 
IMr,  Li>wndes  and  Mr.  Law — for  precisely 
the  same  principles,  theory  and  doctrine, 
were  maintained  by  both.  It  had  been 
said  by  one  of  them,  that  at  one  period 
the  price  of  standard  silver  had  risen  77 
pence  per  ounce.  What  was  standard 
silver  ?  He  could  not  understand  what  was 
meant  by  standard  silver — there  was,  in 
fact,  no  such  thing — but  it  had  been  more 
than  insinuated,  that  the  wealth  of  the 
country  depended  on  the  continuance  of 
this  depreciated  currency.  This  could 
not  constitute  the  wealth  of  any  country 
— it  could  never  be  the  wealth  of  this.  If 
every  ninepenny  shilling  could  be  con- 
verted into  coin  of  the  first  standard  of 
weight  and  fineness,  they  could  not  make 
the  wealth  of  this  country.  The  wealth 
of  a  country  consisted  in  the  number  of 
her  industrious  peoplre,  (Hear!  hear!)  in 
the  wisdom  of  her  laws,  in  the  impartia- 
lity of  their  administration — in  the  secu- 
rity of  her  liberties,  in  the  buoyant  vigour 
of  her  public  spirit,  and  the  unfaded  splen- 
dour of  her  national  character  (Hear!) 
These  were,  indeed,  the  sterling  qualities 
of  which  the  real  wealth  of  nations  was 
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made  up,  and  in  vvhich't^jjii  country  was 
then,  anil  he  trusted  would  continue  long, 
proudly,  and  enviably  rich  ( Hsar  !  hear!) 
He  concluded  by  an  earnest  exhortation 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
look  again  and  again  at  this  great  and  im- 
pojtaiU  question.  For  his  own  part,  let 
whatever  might  be  the  present  fate  of  the 
question,  no  adverse  decision  nosv  could 
tempt  him  to  despond  ;  if  the  existence- 
of  the  evil  could  not  be  disproved,  the 
only  object  for  dispute  could  be  the  pro- 
priety of  the  remedy. 

WcdriFsdny,  May  8. 
Mr.  BariRg  thought  it  perfectly  super* 
fludus  '\w  him,  afier  the  able  discussions 
,which  the  principle  and  details  of  the  Re- 
port had  undergone,  to  enter  at  length 
into  that  part  of  the  subject  which  had 
been  so  fully  gone  into.  He  begged, 
however,  to  throw  out  his  opinion,  and 
view  of  a  question,  which  he  conceived  of  - 
the  most  extreme  importance.  His  opi- 
nions as  to  the  exchange,  were  certainly 
conformable  to  those  staled  in  the  Report, 
and  diilailcd  in  the  speech  of  the  Honour- 
able and  Learned  Gent,  who  had  brought 
forward  the  question.  He  certainly 
agreed  that  there  was  a  depreciation  of 
our  paper  currency,  for  no  other  term  ex- 
cept that  of  depreciation,  could  he  find 
capable  of  conveying  his  meaning;  his 
wish  by  the  use  of  the  term  depreciation 
being  to  convey  that  it  no  longer  bore  that 
value  which  attached  to  the  precious  me-  ' 
tals  it  purported  to  represent.  He  did  ' 
not  agree,  however,  that  this  depreciation 
was  to  be  attributed  solely  to  the  excess 
of  the  circulation  of  paper,  but  to  thestate 
of  trade,  and  the  balance  of  exchange 
being  against  us.  This  depression,  how- 
ever, could  not  exist,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
state  in  which  our  paper  had  been  placed.  ' 
His  mind  was  so  firmly  made  up  on  tliis 
subject,  that  he  did  not  feel  it  necessary  tp" 
trouble  himself  in  reading  the  publications 
of  those  who  argued  otherwise.  If  any 
person  were  to  tell  him  that  gold  bore 
one  price  in  London  and  another  in  West- 
minster, he  .should  not  believe  him,  con- 
vinced as  he  must  be  that  he  laboured 
under  misinformation  or  misapprehension 
of  the  subject.  That  there  must  be  an  ex-'' 
cess  of  paper  he  did  not  deny,  and  he 
also  confessed  that  this  excess  6f  paper 
had  raised  the  price  of  every  commodity, 
and  of  goldvvith  the  others.  The  reason 
was  obvious.  Any  country  having  a  cir- 
culation of  the  precious  metals^it  naturally 
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corr<:;cted  itA^f^;,^utVrio  such  limit  npplicd 
lo  paper.     The  ffrand  oricin  of  the  rise' of 
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paper,  inegranaong 
gold,  however,  was  the  state  of  trade,  and 
balance  of  exchange  beirtg  against  us.  As 
this  point  was  disputed,  and  as  it  was 
doubted  whether  it  was  the  excess  of 
paper  or  the  balance  of  trade  wliich  had 
turned  the  exchange  against  us,  lie  should 
beg  to  viead  the  opinion  of  the  editor  of 
Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations  on  this  subject, 
who  says,  "  Hitherto  notes  answer  our 
purpose,  and  so  will  they  so  long  as  there 
is  a  balance  of  trade  in  our  favour  ;  but 
the  moment  the  balance  of  traile  is  against 
us,  and  there  is  not  a  circulation  ready  to 
meet  it,  that  moment  there  will  be  a  de- 
preciation of  our  notes." — Now,  though 
this  wad  but  the  opinion  of  a  writer  upon 
this  subJQct,  still  being  expressive  of  his 
opinion  as  to  what  would  happen,  he  was 
more  inclined  to  give  credit  to  it  than  to 
any  of  the  50  pamphlets  brought  forth 
since  the  thing  has  actually  taken  place. 
He  did  not  deny  that  there  was  an  increase 
of  Bank  paper;  but  this  was  occasioned 
by  circumstances  v.hich  rendered  the  in- 
crease necessary.  The  evil  was  not  attri- 
butable, in  a  principal  degree,  to  the  paper, 
but  to  the  state  of  trade,  and  if  a  change 
in  trade  took  place,  the  exchange  would 
in  a  great  measure  rescue  itself.  It  had 
been  said  there  was  no  difference  in  value 
at  present  between  notes  and  gold  in 
shops.  If  the  system  to  which  he  should 
shortly  allude,  however,  was  suffered  to 
go  on,  no  doubt  there  would  soon  be  a  dif- 
ference. We  should  see  mutton  to  be  sold 
for  ^d.  per  lb.  if  to  be  paid  for  in  gold  ; 
at  9d.  if  to  be  paid  for  in  paper.  If  jt  re- 
medy of  a  proper  kind  was  not  speedily 
adopted,  the  House  must  be  obliged  to 
make  this  paper  a  legal  tender  for  debt ; 
else  we  might  see  a  person  sent  to  prison 
for  debt  with  his  coffers  full  of  Bank  paper. 
A  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Huskisson)  in  his  speech  of  last  night  had 
talked  as  if  he  was  proposing  what  would 
be  a  proper  circulating  medium  for  a  new 
country  wluch  had  never  yet  had  any  po- 
litical existence.  He  seemed  as  if  he  had 
slept  during  the  last  and  present  most  ca- 
lamitous and  extraordinary  of  all  Wars, 
and  told  us  whatSir  Isaac  Newton  and  Mr. 
IjQcke  said  on  subjects.  They,  however, 
had  argued  only  on  speculation,  and  could 
have  had  no  conception  of  such  a  country, 
or  of  such  a  state  of  things  as  that  which 
we  now  witnessed.  When  the  Right  Ho- 
«oilrable  Gentleman  came^  however,  to  the 
ttaie  pf  Mr.  Pitt,  he  told  the  House  that 


he  never  had  an  Idea,  nor  €ver  ihtcndcd' 
for  a  moment  that  there  should  be  an  al- 
teration in  the  value   of  |)aper  compared 
with  gold.     He  (Mr.  Baring)  said  it  was 
impossible;  'Restriction    ili-jlf  implied  a 
difference ;     and   the   only   question  that 
could  remain  must  be  merely  this,  should 
it  be  more  or  less?  To  what  extent  should 
this   diflbrence   go  ?    This  ipiplied  a  de- 
preciation.    Excess  always  found  its  own 
check  ;    but  the  moment  Restriction  came 
•all  check  cea;ed.      No    extent   of  trade 
could  ever  require  a  Restriction  Bill ;  but 
when  the  people  came  to  raise  a  fictitious 
property,  they  must  give  it  a  circulating 
jnedium,  and  as  the  circulating  medium' 
here  selected  could  not  support  its  value 
abroad,  it  must  lose  the  requisite  elasti- 
city, and  produce  a  balance  of  exchang^ 
against    this   country.      An    Honourable 
Gentleman   on   the    bench  beneath    him' 
(Mr.  Vansittart)  had  said  that  the   funds 
had  nothing  to  do  with   this.     He  (Mr. 
Baring)  on  the  contrary,  thought  they  had 
a  great  deal  lo  do  with  it.     A  comparative 
,  vievv  of  the  money  raised  during  the  pre- 
sent'war  would  shew  this.     In  the   year 
1793,  immediately  previous  to  the  war,  ; 
the  sum  raised  was  1?  millions  and  a  half,  y 
In  the  year  1794',  the  sum   was  45  mil«^ 
lions;    and  from  this  sum  it  continued  to 
increase,-  amounting   in   one   year  to  96 
millions;    and   in   the    present  year,  by  . 
taxes  and  the  loan,  tlje  sum  raised  would  ; 
be  upwards  of  90  millions  !    He,  for  one, '; 
erUertained  serious  doubts  if  any  circula- 
tion could  be  found,  not  leading  the  Coun- 
try to  ruin,  to  supply  an  increase  of  froni 
17  millions  and  a  half  in  the   year  1793,  '^ 
to  nearly  100  millions  in  the  year  1811.    ' 
The  Honourable  Baronet  opposite  (sir  J.   . 
Sinclair)  might  boast  of  his  improvements  J 
in  agriculture — of  his  highways  and  canals    ' 
—and  surely  the  Country  was  in  a  high 
state  of  improvement — but  what  degree  d£ 
improveii         -'^•dd  be  necessary  to  feed 
such  a  sysicm  .     To  do  so,  we  must  put  a 
fictitious  value  upon  every  thing  in  the 
country — Land  let  at  t?Os.  must  be  sup- 
posed to  be  worth  40s.  and  so  on  in  pro- 
portion.    He  recollected  the  Income  Tax 
was  calculated  to  be  raised  on  a  capital  of 
100  millions ;    but  now  we  raised  90  mil- 
lions within  the  year.     The  Income  Tax 
produced  about  12  millions,  but  we  raised  ,^ 
90  millions,  nearly  to  the  extent  of  whai^^ 
was  once  dreaded  as  the  extent  of  the_" 
whole  National  Debt,  and  to  which  when  ' 
the  National  Debt  should  amount,  it  was^ 
thought  the  Country  must  be  rurned,    T« 
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support  such  a  system,  we  must  give  a  fic- 
titious value  to  property,  and  niust  liave  a 
fictitious  medium  ot  circulation  tor  carry- 
ing it  on.  The  first  grand  step  taken  by 
Mr.Pittwas  an  artificial  system  of  finance. 
Suppose  this  to  go  on,  and  that  instead  of 
90  millions,  we  must  raise  180  iT)iIlions.-i- 
Then  that  it  should  require  to  be  raised  to 
560  millions.  If  it  could  last  till  we  saw 
this,  would  the  Right  Honourable  Gentle- 
man say  that  all  vvas  right  ?  Yet  to  this  it 
must  come,  unless  a  change  of  system  im- 
mediately took  place.  Yet  when  a  depre- 
ciation of  our  paper  was  slated  to  have 
taken  place,  what  said  the  Kiglit  Honour- 
able Gentleman.?  "Oh,  it  is  all  through 
the  Bank."  He  (Mr.  Baring)  said,  it  all 
arose  from  the  system  of  finance.  The 
Riglit  Honourable  Gentleman  himself  said 
last  year,  that  every  thing  depended  on  a 
reform  in  our  finances,  and  bringing  our 
expenditure  and  income  together.  Here, 
however,  he  had  begun  at  the  wrong  end. 
He  should  have  begun  first  with  finance, 
and  from  that  have  proceeded  to  paper. 
In  this  country  every  thing  was  done  by 
funding.  The  mass  of  the  evil  was  to  be 
found  in  the  National  Debt,  and  not  in  the 
circulating  medium.  No  person  could 
look  at  2't  millions  being  the  amount  of 
Bank  paper  in  circulation  with  any  de- 
gree of  apprehension ;  all  we  had  any 
right  to  look  to  with  apprehension  was 
this  mass  of  National  Debt.  Till  he  saw 
the  attention  of  Parliament  called  to  our 
finance  system,  he  could  not  think  the 
country  safe  ;  but  if  we  set  zealously  about 
it,  the  object  might  yet  be  accomplished, 
with  comparatively  trifling  sacrifices. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  ExcKEatEB 
TMr.  Perceval)  observed,  that  he  should 
teel  himself  guilty  of  an  inexcusable  neg- 
lect of  duly,  if,  holding  the  situation  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  hold,  he  refrained 
from  expressing  his  sentiments  at  some 
period  of  this  important  discussion;  and 
he  did  not  conceive  that  he  could  seize  a 
more  advantageous  opportunity  than  that 
of  following  the  two  Honourable  Gentle- 
men who  had  last  spoken.  The  Commit^ 
tee  were  now  in  possession  of  the  opinions 
of  two  highly  respectable  individuals,  bot-li 
of  extensive  knowledge  and  great  practi- 
cal experience.  From  the  one  they  had 
heard  a  decided  opinion  that  there  was  no 
remedy  for  the  existing  evil,  but  the 
adoption  of  the  measure  recommended  in 
the    Report, of    the   Bullion   Coraroittee. 


as  decided,  that  if  the  measure  recon^-^^ 
mended  in  the  Report  tjf  the  Bullion  Com-  ; 
niittee  were  adopted,  it  would  be  impossi-  ' 
ble  for  the  country   longer  to   carry  ort 
those  foreign  exertions,  which,  until  the 
present  discussion,  he  was  not  aware  that 
any  one  wished  should  be  discontinued,  , 
The  first  of  the  Hon.  Gentlemen  to  whoni  ' 
he  alluded  (Mr.  Baring),  gave  it  distinctly 
as  his  opinion,  that  the  idea  of  making  the 
Bank  capable  of  paying  in  specie  by  nevf, 
purchases  of  bullion,  was  impracticable  j  ' 
and  that  in  ihe  present  state  of  the  coun-  \ 
try,  it  was  out  of  the  reach  of  the  Bank  tdf^'' 
substitute  gold  for  paper  currency^      The| 
other  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Sharp)  saiiL' 
that  nothing  but  such  a    measure   coulq' 
save  the   country    from   the   evils  which  . 
threatened  her.      Oa  this  difference  the  ; 
question  rested.      For  his  part  he  agreedf  j 
with  both  the  Hon.   Gentlemen  that  thfe^ 
subject  was  of  the  utmost  importance,  in-" 
timately  connected  as  it  was  with  the  ho-t 
i]our  and  interests  of  the  empire.     He  wa$ 
satisfied,  whether  Parliament  did  or  not'"* 
countenance  that  which  he  thought  as  ab-' 
surd  as  the  first  Hon.  Gentleman  thought 
it  was  impracticable ;  that  if  they  adopted 
the  Resolutions  of  the  Hon.  and  Learncfd' 
Gentleman   opposite,    such   an    adoption 
would  be  tantamount  to  a  declaration  that 
they  would  no  longer  continue  those  foreiga^ 
exertions  which  ihey  had  hitherto  consi-' 
dered  as  indispensable  to  the  security  of  the 
country.      He  begged  to  be  by  no  means 
understood  that  he  considered  the  ques;, 
tion  could  be  discussed  without  a  distinct  re-  - 
ference  to  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
country,  and  he  had,  therefore,  felt  great 
astonishment  at  the  manner  in  which  an 
Hon.  Friend  of  his  (we  presume  Mr.  Hus- 
kJsson)  had  divested  itot  all  such  reference.' 
It  w;>s  not  his  w    h  to  go  ,  luch  into  detail' 
on  the  subject ;     lut  it  was  necessary  that 
he  should  expls    .  his  feelings  to  the  Com-' 
mittee,  and  rtcal  to  them  the  r  d  state  of 
the  question  before  them.     He     onceired 
that  the  proposition  of  those      no  advo-" 
catcd   the  Bullion  Report,  was,  that  the] 
currency  of  the  country  was  depreciated  j' 
that  that  depreciation  was  attributable  to 
the  excess  of  paper;    and  that  the  evil  re-* 
suiting  was  so  great  as  to  make  it  incum- 
beut   on   Parliament   to    lake   immediate 
measures  for  averting  it,  which  measui'6 
must  be  the  reduction  of  the  quantity  of 
paper  in  circulation. — On  the  other  hand 
it  was  contended  that  the  supporters  of  the 
Report  advanced  no  proof  of  the  eXce.<S  of 


From  the  other  they  h,ad  heard  an  opinion    the  general  circulation  otthe  country,  no 
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any  proof  of  the  depreciation  (in  the  sense  i 
in  whi(  h  they  understood  the  word)  of 
that  turrmcy  ;  but  th-^t  what  they  subsli- 
tutftd  for  direct  and  legitimate  proofs,  was 
capable  of  being  explained  by  other  cir- 
cumsfances  which  the  Bullion  Comniiftee 
had  cer'aMily  not  kept  quite  out  of  sight 
ill  their  Report,  but  on  which  they  had 
merely  t.uched.  and  then  affected  to  con- 
sides  them  as  unimportant.  Such  was  the 
state  of  the  question  which  he  would  now 
proceed  to  consider.  la  the  first  place, 
lie  asserted,  that  tliere  had  been  no  proof 
given  of  our  existing  excess  of  currency. 
Of  this  term  "  excess,"  as  well  as  of  some 
other  terms,  it  was  necessary  to  know  the 
precise  meaning  intended  to  be  affixed  to 
it.  Excess  beyond  what  ?  His  interpre- 
tation was,  that  there  had  been  np  excess 
beyond  what  he  conceiTed  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  the  circulation  of  the  wealth 
and  revenues  of  the  country.  No  proof 
had  been  advanced  of  an  existing  excess 
of  circulation  beyond  the  circulation  which 
existed  at  the  period  of  the  suspension  of 
cash  payments  at  the  Bank.  But  even  if 
the  advocates  of  the  Report  could  prove 
that  there  was  an  existing  numerical  ex- 
cess of  circulation,  beyond  the  circulation 
which  existed  at  the  period  of  the  suspen- 
sion of  cash  payments  at  the  Bank;  yet  if 
that  increase  was  not  beyond  what  the.ex- 
tended  commerce  and  augmented  revenue 
since  that  period  requ'red,  then  it  was  no 
excess.  (Hear,  hear,  hear!)  His  Hon. 
Friend  near  him  seemed  to  conceive  that 
there  was  an  existing  excess  bej'ond  what 
would  have  been  the  fitaie  of  the  currency 
had  that  currency  been  confmed  to  gold, 
or  to  paper  immediately  convertible  into 
gold.  Let  the  Committee  consider  after 
the  drain  of  wealth  v/hich  many  years  of 
war  must  occasion,  what  would  be  the 
state  of  circulation  in  a  country  in  which 
no  paper  was  issued  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciency. Unquestionably,  if  things  could 
have  gone  qn  in  this  country  without  such 
a  supply,  the  existing  circulation  would 
have  been  much  less  than  it  was  at  the 
present  moment.  But  if  for  domestic  pur- 
pose?  we  had  occasion  for  a  circulation  as 
large  as  the  existing  circulation,  he  then 
could  not  allow,  situated  as  the  country 
was  in  other  respects,  that  the  circulation 
ought  to  be  diminished.  He  was  pre- 
pared to  expect  that  his  Hon.  Friend  near 
him  would  admit  that  the  circulation 
could  not  be  excessive,  as  long  as  the 
paper  circulated  was  immediately  con- 
vertibl*  into  gold  ;  and  consequently  that 
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there  was  no  excf-ss  in  oar  circulation  be- 


fore the  suspension  of  the  cash  payments 
at  the  Bank.  But  although  this  was  the 
opinion  of  his  Honourab'e  Fri  iid,  it  was 
not  the  opinion  of  ail  the  Mt-mbers  of  the 
Bullion  Committee.  The  H  ju.  C-ntle- 
man  who  commenced  thr  di.<cussion  of 
that  eveniHg(Mr.  Parnell),  contended  that 
the  circulation  in  the  year  1797,  before 
the  suspension  of  the  cash  payments  at  the 
Bank,  was  excessive,  and  that  it  was  indis- 
pensable  to  reduce  our  present  circula- ' 
tion  below  the  circulation  of  that  period.' 
In  his  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's) 
opinion,  however,  any  attempt  to  reduce 
the  circulation,  and  still  more  to  reduce  it 
below  Vv'hat  it  was  in  1737,  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  greatest  practical  inconye- 
niences.  The  advantages  of  a  large  circu- 
lation were  the  means  which  it  afforded,  of 
invigorating  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
manufactures.  Adverting  to  some  of  the 
arguments  of  his  H^^n.  Friend  near  him, 
he  would  suppose  a  case  in  answer  to 
them.  He  would  suppose  a  country,  pos- 
sessing a  circulation  of  60  millions,  all  ia 
coin,  to  enter  into  a  war,  that  this  war 
should  continue  for  four  years,  and  that  the 
expenditure  of  wealth  beyond  the  balance 
of  foreign  trade  should  be  ten  millions  an- 
nually; the  circulation  would  thus  be  re- 
duced to  twenty  millions.  He  would  sup- 
pose that  during  the  four  years  an  issue  of 
paper  was  made  to  the  amount  of  ten  mil- 
lions. The  coiantry  would  therefore  pos- 
sess at  the  end  of  the  four  3'^ears'  war,  a 
circulation  (composed  of  2P  millions  of 
coin  and  10  millions  of  paper)  of  30  mil- 
lions instead  of  60,  as  at  the  commence- 
ment. It  was  evident  that  but  for  the 
issue  of  paper  this  country  would  have 
possessed  but  20  millions  of  circulation. 
According  to  the  interpretation  of  the  term 
"  excess,"  therefore,  by  his  Hon.  Friend, 
this  supposed  country  would  have  an  ex- 
cess of  ten  millions.  His  Honourable 
Friend's  notion,  therefore,  of  an  excess 
was  not  always  that  it  was  an  increase, 
but  was  compatible  with  the  fact  of  a  con- 
siderable decrease  of  circulation,  even  to 
a  inoiety.  (Hear,  htar,  hear!)  This  ap* 
peared  to  him  to  be  rather  a  novel  kind  of 
argument.  He  certainly  had  not  the  least 
doubt,  that  if  paper  had  not  been  issued, 
the  currency  of  the  country  would  not 
have  been  so  large  as  it  was.  In  that  in* 
terpretation  of  the  term,  therefore,  there 
was  an  excess  of  circulation,  though,  for 
any  thing  that  had  been  proved  to  the 
contrarv,  more  gold  had  been  taken  out 
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of  the  clrciihlion-  since  tiu;  yoar  1797 
than  paper  had  bee«  introdiicrd  into  ii  ; 
and  this  he  really  believed  was  the  tact. 
The  proposition  came  to  tliis— vvliether, 
in  the  existing  slate  ofaii'airs,  having  pro- 
ceeded for  lour  or  five  years  in  a  course 
generally  considered  as  essential  to  the 
security  and  independence  of  the  country, 
namely,  the  carrying  on  of  the  war  by  a 
foreign  expenditure  to  a  very  considera- 
ble amount,  it  was  advisable  to  supply  the 
ttoraestic  deficiency  in  circulation,  which 
that  expenditure  must  occasion,  by  a  paper 
currency.  This  was  a  plain  question  of 
policy.  Nothing  could  be  more  clear  to 
his  understanding  than  that  if  the  foreign 
expenditure  were  deemed  necessary,  the 
domestic  currency  must  be  considered  in- 
separable from  it ;  for  where  our  foreign 
commerce  was  so  circumscribed,  and  we 
bad  not  the  opportunity,  as  in  ordinary 
circumstances,  of  bringing  back  the  wealth 
which  we  expended,  the  only  way  to  pro- 
vide the  means  for  a  future  rc-purchase  of 
the  coin  that  now  quitted  us,  was  by  giv- 
ing a  vigour  to  our  agriculture  and  com- 
merce, to  which  an  increased  internal  cir- 
culation alone  was  competent.  (Hear! 
hear!)  If  this  was  called  an  excess,  he 
would  say  that  it  was  an  excess  without 
which  we  could  not  carry  on  the  great  con- 
test in  which  we  were  engaged,  as  we  had 
hitherto  done.  In  no  former  war  had  the 
expences  of  the  country  been  sw  great,  or 
the  means  of  supplying  those  expences  so 
limited.  The  question,  therefore,  for  the 
Committee  to  decide  upon,  was,  whether 
or  not  the  country  should  continue  to 
make  the  exertions  in  which  she  had 
hitherto  persevered.  Were  the  Com- 
mittee prepared  to  say  that  the  evil  of  not 
having  the  balance  of  exchange  nicely 
adjusted  was  so  tremendous  as  to  make  it 
necessary,  and,  Great  God !  to  make  it 
necessary  at  the  present  moment  to  with- 
draw from  the  contest  which  the  country 
was  so  gloriously  maintaining  ?  CHear, 
hear,  hear.)  The  Hon.  Gentleman  who 
had  last  spoken,  had  done  the  Committee 
the  favour  of  giving  them  a  fine  opportu- 
nity of  contemplating  what  the  situation 
of  Great  Britain  might  have  been,  com- 
pared with  what  it  actually  was.  He  had 
characterised  the  conduct  which  this  coun- 
try had  pursued  as  absurd  and  timorous. — 
He  had  called  upon  the  Committee  to  look 
at  Hamburgh ;  to  look  at  Holland.  Happy 


Hamburgh  !  hnppy  Holland  !  They,  it 
seemed,  bad  not  had  the  co\vardice  to 
imitate  the  example  of  Crent  Britain.— 
"  Sir,"  exclaimed  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  ♦•  without  any  iirtention  of 
denying  that  our  present  situution  is  one 
which  demands  tile  most  serious  conside- 
ration, 1  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring, 
notwithstanding  the  imputation  of  cowar- 
dice on  the  manner  in  which  the  finances 
of  the  country  have  been  conducted,  that 
I  prefer  that  situation  to  the  situation  in 
which  the  prowess  of  Hamburgh  and  of 
Holland  have  placed  them." — (Loud  cries 
of  Hear,  hear !  ft  am  all  purls  vfthe  House). 
So  much  ior  the  question  of  excesss;  now 
fjr  the  question  of  depreciation.  And 
h&re  again  he  begged  leave  to  say  some* 
thing  on  the  meaning  of  the  word,  as  it 
applied  to  the  currency  of  the  country. 
Some,  ha  conceived,  by  the  term  "  depre- 
ciation," meant  that  the  whole  currency 
of  the  country  was  dtpreciated,  gold  and 
paper  equall}-.  This  opinion  had  th^ 
sanction  of  high  authorities.  By  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Bu  i  lion  Report  the  term  was  not 
so  applied.  They  thought  paper  depreci- 
ated below  coin.  There  was  a  strange  con- 
fusion in  the  Report,  in  the  reasoning  upon 
which  this  opinion  professed  to  be  founded. 
The  different  members  of  their  syllogism 
were  unconiaected  with  each  other;  and  be- 
ginning in  their  premises  with  a  reference 
to  coin,  they  applied  their  conclusion  ex- 
clusively to  bullion. — (A  laugh).  This 
w^as  not  quite  so  logical  as  might  have 
been  expected  in  a  performance  aflecting 
such  minute  accuracy.  It  was  perfectly 
fair  for  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  to 
contend,  for  the  purpose  of  rpaintarning; 
their  own  propositions,  that  there  was  no 
ditlerence  between  gold  in  coin  and  gold 
in  bullion  ;  but  it  certainly  was  not  fair 
to  commence  the  proposition  by  a  refe- 
rence to  gold  in  coin,  and  then,  without 
any  notice,  to  substitute  bullion  in  thq 
room  of  it.  If  Gentlemen  meant  merely 
to  maintain  the  self-evident  truth  that 
abstractedly  speaking,  an  ounce  of  gold 
was  worth  an  ounce  of  gold,  he  for  one 
virould  have  no  difficulty  in  agreeing 
with  them  ;  but  if  they  meant  to  say  that 
golil  neither  acquired  nor  lost  any  thing 
in  value,  when  it  was  stamped  as  coin,  n\ 
comparison  with  gold  in  bullion,  was  an 
assertion  to  which  he  could  by  no  means 
accede.  (To  be  continued.) 
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•!.  DiSssNTERS*  Bill. 

'&\e  great   mortification 
wrangling,  h 


■This  measure,  to 

of  thfe  lovers  of 

been  abandoned. — —The 


Bill,  of  which  I  took  notice,  and  the  sub- 
stance of  which  I  gave,  in  my  last  Num- 
ber, was  brought  forth  for  a  second  read- 
=  ;-ing,  in  the  House  of  Lords,  on  Tuesday 
:  I  last,  the  2! St  instant,  by  its  author.  Lord 
'-  li^iscount  SiDMouTH,  late  Mr.  Addington, 
':  end  sometime  Prime  Minister  of  this  king- 
dom.— ^When  he  brought  it  out  for  a 
teamd  reading  there  was,  it  appears  from 
the    Report  of   the   proceedings  in   the 
House  of  Lords,  not  less  than^^zie  hundred 
peii(i<ms  against  it,  presented  by  different 

peers. After  these  petitions  had  been 

presented,  Lord  Sidmguth  moved  that  the 
Bill  should  be  then  read  a  second  time.  He 
complained  of  the  misiepresentatiom  that 
had  gone  forth  about  his  Bill,  and  said  a 
great   deal  in  its  justification  ;    but,   the 

dde  was  too  strong  against  him* The 

;  H<^«CHBisHOi>  OF  Canteubury  said,  that  no 
perser.ution  was  iijley tied  ;  but,  he  recom- 
mended the^topping  of  the  Bill.— — Seve- 
,  ral  other  Lords  spoke  ;  some,  and  especir 
.(,,v«-lly  the  Lord  (Jhanceilor  and  the  Earl  of 
.^Buckinghamshire,  defended  the  Bill;  but, 
'j^'atill  thought  it  not  adviseable  to  presi  it  at 

-vthat  time, ^When,  therefore,  the  ques- 

|,:^itiQn  was  put  upon  the  motion  of  Lord 
.^'<£idmouth,  it  was  negatived  xvithout  a  division. 
;-.»'      •  Thus   ended   this  oiFspring   of    the 
•«tatesman  of  Richmond  Park ;  but,  since 
the  subject   has    been   brought  forward, 
^  4here  is  something  more  to  be  said  upon 
^4t  than  has  yet  been  said.^ — ^— In  my  last 
^,jJNuraber,  ending  at  page    1259,  I  endea- 
jE^VOured  to  show  the  effects  which  the  Bill 
t^would  produce;-  and,  ray  conclusion  was 
.,v4his:    that  it  '.vouid   lessen  the  number  of 
Dissenting  Ministt'rs,  and,  indeed,  rendeu, 
as  to  them,  the  Toleration  Act  of  very 
Jittle  avaii  ;  but,  whether  it  was  ri^ht  to 
do  this  was -a  question  that  I  did  not  then 
y,«enter  upouj  and*  that  I  resspved  for  the 
^.t|>resent  Number.— -i— In  order  to  answer 
the  question^  whetflfer  it  would  be  desira- 
ble to  lessen  the  Number  of  Dissenting 
^yiiflisters,   we  t>ught  first  to  inc^iiire  a 


-  [  ns'd 

little  into  what  sort  of  people  they  are 
and  what  is  the  nature  and  what  the 
tendency  of  their  ministiy.  For,  upon 
the  good  or  evil  that  they  produce  de- 
pends the  answer  to  the  questioij  before 

us. That  men,  that  aJl  men,  should  b« 

allowed  to  worship  their  Maker  in  their 
oivn  way,  is,  I  think,  not  to  be  doubted  ; 
but,  if  the  government  once  begins  to 
meddle,  it  must  establish  somewhat  of  aa 
uniform  creed,  and  that  this  creed  will  not 
suit  all  men  is  very  certain.  Whether  the 
government  ought  ever  to  meddle  with  reli- 
gion is  a  question  that  1  will  not  now 
attempt  to  discuss;  but  this  I  am  not 
at  all  afraid  to  assert :  that,  vvikhout 
a  state  religion,  a  kingly  goverimient 
and  an  aristocracy  will  never  long  exist, 
in  any  country  upon  earth";  therefore, 
when  the  Dissenters,  as  in  ih&  present  case, 
came  forward  and  volunteer  their  praises.. 
of  kingly  government,  and  boast  so  loudly, 
and  so'  perfectly  gratuitously,  of  their 
"  ardent  loyaltif  to  ^beir  venerable  Spve- 
"  reign,"  whp*e  goodness  to  them  "  has 
"  made  an  indelible  impression  upon  their 
*  hearts ;"  when  they  do  this,  they  do,  in 
efiect,  acknowledge  the  utility  and  the  ex- 
cellence of  a  state  religion  ;  because,  as  I 
said  before,  and  as  all  history  will  clearly 
prove,  iffithout  a  state  religion  a   kingii/  go- 

vernjnent  cannot  exist. If  thus  be  the  case, 

it  must  be  allowed,  that  the  government  is 
bound  to  protect  its  own  religion,  wlxieh 
is  to  be  done  only  by  keeping  down,  others 
as  much  as  is  necessary  to  secure  a  predo» 
minance  to  that  of  the  state.  And,  th?n, 
we  come  to  the  question  :  whether  it  ought 
not,  for  this  purpose,  now  to  do  something 
to  lessen  the  number  of  Dissenting  Mifii* 
sters,  who  are  dai)y  increasing,  and  whose 
influence  increases  in  proportion  beyond 
that  of  their  number.  Indeed,  if  we  allow, 
that  a  state  religion  is  necessary,  this  is  no 
question  at  all ;  for,  in  proportion  as  these 
Dissenting  Ministers  increase,  the  Churjjh 

of  England  must  lose  its  pov;er.^ ^Eat, 

in  another  view  of  the  matter,  in  a  tnpmt 
view,  I  mean,  it  may  still  be  a  question 
with  some  persons,  whether  the  increase 
of  these  Ministers  be  a.  good  or  an  evil.  I 
say,  in  .a  moral  ?iew;  for,  as  to  religion 
2  U 
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without  morality,  none  but  fools  or  knaves 
(Jo,  or  ever  did,  ptofess  iu— — Now,  as  to 
the  moral  benefit  arising  from  the  teach- 
ing of  Dissenting  Ministers,  it  is  sometimes 
very  great,  and  J  believe  it  is  sometimes 
very  small  indeed,  and,  iu  many  cases,  I 
believe,  their  teaching  tends  to  immorality 

and  to  misery. Amongst  the  Ministers 

of  some  of  the  Sects,  there  ai'e  many  irnly 
learned  and  most  excellent  men,  and  such 
there  always  have  been  amoncst  them ; 
end,  even  amongst  the  Sects  called  Me- 
thodistica!,  there  have  been,  and,  doubr- 
less,  are,  many  men  of  the  same  desccif/- 
tion.  But,  oil  the  other  hand,  it  must  be 
allowed,  that  there  are  many  of  thf  ivie- 
th'  listical  Preachers,  who  ar»  fit  for 
any  thing  rallier  than  itaching  the  peo- 
ple morality.  I  am  williris  ^o  give  the 
most  of  tlitm  fell  credit  f.r  sin.c-Hty  ot 
motive;  but,  to  believe,  uiat  the  CroMor 
of  ih;  Univeiiie  can  be  gratified  with  the 
ranting  ai;rl  ravirtg  and  howling  that  are 
heard  in  ,  o.ne  of  the  Meetini^  House?,  is 
really  as  preposterous  as  any  part  of  the 
Mahomedan  Creed;  and,  if  possible,  it  is 
«til!  more  absurd  to  suppose,  that  suclfin- 
coheren,t  soirnds  should  have  a'tendeucy 
^  to  mend  the  t?iorals  of  the  people,  to  make 
them  more  honest,  industrious,  and  public- 
spirited,  for  this  last  is  a  sort  of  morality 
by  no  means  to  be  left  out  of  the  account. 

1   have   heard    it  observed    by  very 

sensible  and  acute  persons,  that  even  these 
ranters  do  viore  good  than  har?n  ;  but,  if 
they  do  any  harm  at  all,  the  question  is,  I 
think,  at  once  decided  against  them  ;  for, 
that  they  can  do  any  f^ood  appears  to  me 

utt«  rly   impossible. 1    am    clearly   of 

opinion,  that,  to  lessen  the  number  of  this 
description  of  Ministers  (for  so  they  are 
called)  would  be  a  benefit  to  the  country, 
provided  it  could  be  done  without  creating 
a  new  iource  of  polltieal  influence.  And,  a.s 
to  the  politics  of  the  whole  Sect  of  the 
Methodists,  they  are  very  bad.  Never 
has  any  thing  been  done  by  them,  which 
bespol^e  an  attachment  to  public  liheriy. 
"  'Iheir  kingdom,"  they  tell  us,  is  "  not  of 
"  this  world ;"  but,  they  do,  nevertheless, 
not  neglect  the  good  things  of  it ;  and,  some 
of  them  are  to  be  found  amongst  the 
rankest  jobbers  in  the  country.  Indeed, 
.it  is  well  known,  that  that  set  of  politicians, 
ironically  called  THE  SAINTS,  who  have 
been  the  main  prop  of  the  Pjtt  system  ; 
it  is  well  known,  that  under  the  garb  of 


ting  in  all  the  worst  things  that  have  been 
liorie  du.ring  the  ]#et  twcflfy  years.  Tftfw 


are  very  different  people  from  the  Old 
,  Dissenters,  who  hare  generally  been  a 
public  spirited  race  of  men.  The  poli- 
tical  history  of  THE  SAINTS,  as  they  are 
called,  would  exhibit  a  series  of  the  most 
nifamous  intrigues  and  most  rapacious 
plunder,  that,  perhaps,  ever  was  heard  of 
in  the  world.  They  have  never  been 
found  wanting  at  any  dirty  job  ;  and  have 
invariably  lent  their  aid  in  those  acts, 
^^'hich  have  been  the  inost  inimical  to  the 

i"    er'y  of  England. Their  petitioning 

now,  I  look  upon  as  a  selfish  act.  If  a 
Bill  had  bes  ii  Ijefore  the  House  to  enable 
the  government  to  bring  200,000  German 
soldiers  into  the  country,  not  a  man  of 
them  wbuid  have  petitioned.  They  never 
petitioned  against  any  of  the  acts  ot  Pitt 
and  his  associates  from  the  year  1792  to 
the  year  1799  ;  and,  therefore,  I  give 
theiVi  very  little  crodii  for  their  alacrity 

now. Seeinp;  .iem  in  this  li^ht,  I  must 

confess,  thst  I  do  not  wish  to  see  their 
numbers  increase ;  and,  at  any  rate,  J  can- 
not iinngine  any  grou'nd,  upon  which 
their  Ministers  can,  without  having  con- 
gregations, claim  exemption  from  service  in 
the  Militia.  As  the  law  now  stands,  any 
man,  be  he  who  he  ma}'^,  except  he  be  a 
Catholic  or  an  Infidel,  can  exempt  himself 
•from  the  Militia  service  for  life,  by  only 
paying  sixpevcv.  An  exen)ption  from 
Militia  service  is  now,  to  a  young  man, 
worth  100  pounds  at  least.  But^/he  can 
obtain  it  for  a  sixpence.  A  carter,  for  in^ 
stance,  who  is  25  years  of  age,  is  now 
liable  to  be  drafted  into  the  Old  Militia 
and  also  into  Lord  Castlereagh's  Locals^ 
may  obtain  a  security ^br  life  for  sixpence. 
He  has  only  to  go  to  the  Quarter  Sessions 
and  there  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  and  that 
oi  abjuration,  and  to  declare,  that  he  is  a 
Protestant  and  a  Christian  and  that  h« 
believes  in  the  Scriptures.  He  has  only  to 
do  this,  and  pay  sixpence,  and  he  is  se- 
cure against  military  discipline  for  his  life. 
And,  what  objection  is  there  toil?  Wlio 
need  object  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  King,  to  abjure  the  Pope,  or  to  de- 
clare himself  a  Christian  ?  This  is  all ; 
and  thus,  you  see,  -as  the  law  now  stands, 
any  vian  but  a  Catholic  or  an  Infidel  may, 
without  any  perjury  or  falshood,  exempt 
himself  from  ail  militia  service.  So  that, 
really  the  j^roject  of  our  good  old  Rich- 
mond Park  Minister  was  not  wholly 
destitute  of  reason  v^  its  support.'—^— He 


sanctity,  they  have  been  aiding  and  abet-  '^is  reported  to  have  given  some  instances 


of  the  abuse  of  this  privilege.    He  men- 
tioned an  inatfance,  in  fytaffordtbtre,  of  a 
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man's  having  taki«g  out,,  a.  Ijf  ense>  who 
could  neither  write  nor  reqdy  Aii(l,  «,% 
not,  as  the  law  wow  .standi  ?.Tilp  man,  in 
all  likfiihoodi  drd  not.reltbhjMILlTAEY 
DISCIPLINE,  and,  beiag  toldtbat  there 
was  a  law  lo  exempt  hirn  frpiji  it,  foi-,  jife, 
if  he  would  but  take  zcoiU^e  of  true  ouljis 
and  makeone  true  declaration  snulgwe  s.six- 
pt  :cl',  he,  of  course,  betook  himself  to  these 
ciieap  and  simple  and  infallible  means, 
There  is  many  a  young  man,  who  is  pre- 
vented from  marrying  by  this  dread  of 
mllitury  discipline:  here  is  the  rem* dy  at 
hand  :  here  is  the  law  comes  in  to  his  aid. 
Our  old  friend  of  Richmond.  Fark  seems 
to  have  taken  it  for  granted  thst  his  man 
in  Staffordshire  actually  became  a  Preacher. 
W/ii/  should  he  ?  The  law  does  not  requive 
it.  It  gives  him  a  license  to  preach,  and 
protects  him  from  the  Militia  discipline; 
but,  it  does  not  compel  him  to  preach, 
nor  does  it  require  of  him  any  declaration 
that  he  itiW  preach,  or  that  he  intends  to 
preach,  or  that  he  ever  had  such  a  thought 
in  his  head.  The  man  need  not  be  a 
Dissenter  at  all.  A  Church  goer  may  take 
out  the  license  as  well  as  any  other  roan ; 
and,  indeed,  any  man  but  a  Catholic  or  an 
Infidel  has  this  protection  at  his  command. 
— — Now,  surely,  this  is  not  the  way  in 
which  it  was  intended  the  law  should 
stand  ?  We  see,  that  it  is  possible,  for  the 
militia  to  be  leftvA'ithout  any  body  to  fillits 
ranks,except  Catliolics, Jews yTurhs, Heathens, 
and  other .Unhdievers  ;  for,  every  Christian 
Protestant  may  excuse  himself  if  he  will, 
aiid  that,  too,  without  any  perjury,  fa!s- 
hood,^Tor  deception.  For,  suppose  John 
Stiks,  who  is  just  coming  20  years  old, 
and  who  has  a  stronger  liking  for  some 
KSiilk  maid.jhan  he  has  for  what  the  sol- 
die-rs  call .  the  Drnm-Mojor's  Daughter  ; 
»^ppp8,e  he  is  a  church-go^r;  what  is  that 
to  hitft  or  to,  the.  Justices  ? .  They  have 
no  authority  to  a^kirira  whether  he  can 
write  pr  \read,  or /vchat  he  means  to  do 
Wi|h  his /?(?eHce  i>yiiea  he^bas  got  it.  His 
1m?(|1)C€s  is  to  show  to  a  constable,  whea  he 
Cftmesitq  warn  hiiat  for  naihtia  duty.  He 
h^^papd  for  his  liGeijce^and  ha?,  of  course, , 
^avliight  to,  usei<  ifcjfor  .whatevei"  purpose 
m^.yi-;2i^pc£.r  mflst  b^ncticiril  tO;  WmstslC. 
-fr'-r^rlt  i^ssoaaetbing  Q»riou$5  that  the  law 
slj8*fldDbe  s;>  lu^iacLe  as  to  kax'e  the  country- 
tOi-tijff  Oh'saifefrof  being  defeiiiJed  solely^  i>y . 
^fipsMis,  iJtwsf,  Turks,  ^^ndln^^els ;  tha^- 
t^J^.:Lii.WdS,lj^i|kh§aLi!bJ6.  every  one  to  exempt 
Ij^glf^U  fcoic^^-.tiseTftoryice  qf  defence  ;.  exr 
cepiphtm  ,on,ly^^;Vi  vikom  thegoz'ernmentzoill 
not]0it'/ri&4li-rr-^h  isi.tpojs^ot  muc^  less 


curious,  that  the  Catholics  should,  in  this 
respect,  be_put  upon,^  footing  with  the 
i/eiVA  and  Turks;  and,  I  must  say,  that, 
when  I  hear  the  Dissenters  complaining 
of  persecution,  I  cannot  help  reflecting  on 
the  bebaviqui:  of  some  of  them  towards  the 
Catholics,,  wiih  respect  to  whom  common 
decency  aught  to  teach  them  belter  be- 
haviour. But,  whether  I  hear  in  a  Church- 
uvan,  01"  a  Dissenter  abuse  of  the  Catholics 
I  am  equally  indignant  ;  when  I  hear 
rhen,  no  two  of  whom  can  agree  in  any 
one  point  of  religion,  and  who  are  con- 
tinually dooming  each  other  to  perdi- 
tion ;  when  1  hear  them  join  in  endea- 
vouring to  shut  the  Catholic  out  from  poli- 
tical liberty  on  account  of  his  religious 
tenets,  which  they  call  idolatrous  and 
damnable,  t  really  cannot  feel  any  com- 
passion for  either  of  them,  let  what  will 
befall  them.  There  is,  too,  something  so 
impudent;  such  cool  impudence,  in  their 
afTected  contempt  of  the  understanding  of 
the  Catholics,  that  one  cannot  endure  it 
with  any  degree  of  patience.  You  hear 
them  all  boasting  of  their  ancestors ;  you 
hear  them  talking  of  the  English  Consti- 
tution as  the  pride  of  the  work! ;  you  hear 
them  bragging  of  the  deeds  of  the  Edwards 
and  the  Henries  j  and  of  their  wise  and 
virtuous  and  brave  forefathers ;  and,  in 
the  next  breath,  perhaps,  you  hear  th.eni 
speak  of  the  Catholics  as  the  vilest  and 
most  stupid  of  creatures,  and  as  wretches 
doomed  to  perdition  ;  when  they  ought  to 
reflect,  that  all  these  wise  and  virtuous 
and  brave  forefathers  of  theirs  were  CathO' 
lies ;  that  they  lived  and  died  in  the 
Catholic  faiih  ;  and  that,  notwithstanding 
their  Catholic  faith,  they  did  not  neglect 
whatever  was  necessary  to  the   freedom 

and  greatness  of  England. It  is  really 

vety  stupid  ;is  well  as  very  insolent  to  talk 
in  this  way  of  the  Catholics  ;  to  represent 
them  as  doomed  to  perdition,  who  com- 
pose fi'.'e-sixths  of  the  population  of  Eu- 
rope ;    to    represent  as    beastly  ignorant 
those  amongst  whom  the  brightest  geniuses 
'  and  the  most  learned  men  in  the   world 
hava  been,  and   are,   to  be  found ;    but 
still,  the  most  shocking  part  of  our  con- 
duct is  to  afiect  to  consider  as  a  sort  of 
out-casts  of  God  as  well  as  rnon  those  who 
have,  through  all  sorts  of  persecution,  ad- 
hered to  the  religion  o[  their  and  pur  fore- 
fathers.   There  is  something  so  unnatural, 
'so   m  nstrous,  in  a   line   of  conduct,   ia 
.'which  V,  e  say  that  our  forefathers  are  all  in 
Ilell,  that  no  one  but  a  brutish  bigot  can 
hear  of  it  with  patience.— «-»■  Why,  if  we 
2  U  2 
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pretend  to  talk  of  toleration,  should  not  the 
exemptions  from  military  discipline  extend 
to  Catholic  Christians  as  well  as  Protestant 
Christians?  What  good  reason  can  be 
foiind  for  the  distinction  ?  None ;  and, 
while  this  distinction  exists,  and  while  I 
hear  not  the  Protestant  Dissenters  com- 
plain of  it,  I  shall  feel  much  less  interest 
in  any  thing  that  concerns  tketn.  Vv^hy  do 
they  jjetition  Jiotv  any  more  than  at  any 
other  time  ?  Because  thei/  were  now  the 
object  of  attack.  They  were  quiet  enough 
while  none  but  the  Catholics  were  the  ob- 
ject of  attack;  and,  indeed,  they  have  not 
now  noticed  it  at  all ;  they  have  not  even 
glanced  at  the  hardships  on  the  Catholicj 
who  was  expressly  shut  out  from  the  be- 
nefit of  the  Toleration  Act.  They  could, 
and  still  can,  see  him  treated  in  that  way, 
without  uttering  a  word  in  his  behalf. 
He  is  in  the  veiy  state  they  were  petition- 
ing not  to  be  placed  in;  and  yet  they  sa}^ 
not  one  word  in  his  behalf, Lord  Hol- 
land is  reported  to  have  said,  that  "  every 
*'  man  had  a  right  to  preach  if  he  pleased 
"  to  any  body  that  would  hear  him." 
Agreedj  my  lord,  but,  surely,  every  man 
ought  not  to  have  a  right  to  exempt  himself 
from  the  militia  service  ?  Yet,  this  right  he 
has,  unless  he  be  a  Calliolic,  a  Jezv,  a  Turk,  or 
an  Injidel  o{  some  sort  or  other.  This  is 
what  I  should  have  dwelt  upon,  if  I  had 
had  a  bill  to  bring  in  on  the  subject.  I 
do  suppose,  that  the  greater  part  of  those 
who  take  out  licenses  actually  go  a  preach- 
ing ;  but,  if  they  do,  is  there  to  be  no  limit 
to  their  number  ?  Is  every  broad-shoul- 
dered, brawny-backed  young  fellow  that 
chooses  to  perform  what  he  calls  preaching, 
to  be  excused  from  service  in  the  Militia? 
Who  is  there  that  would  not  much  rather 
sit  and  hear  a  score  or  two  of  young  wo- 
inen  sing  at  a  meeting-house  two  or  three 
times  a  week  than  be  liable  to  be  a  hearer, 
much  less  a  performer,  at  a  military  circle, 
though  it  werejjut  once  in  a  year  ?  It  is 
easy  enough  to  talk  about  carrying  tJie 
Cross  and  m»rtifying  the  flesh ;  but,  when  it 
comes  to  the  pinch,  when  the  hour  o{ per- 
formance comes,  we  find  men  disposed  to 
actby  afigureof  rhelorick,  rather  than  to 
do  the  thing  in  their  real,  proper,  natural 
person. — The  Dissenters  may,  indeed,  say, 
that  it  is  not  their  fault,  that  the  militia 
laws  have  been  passed,  and  that  so  many 
thousands  of  men  are  liable  to  these  laws  ; 
end  this  is  very  true ;  but,  there  are  such 
laws,  and,  as  they  have  said  nothing  against 
them.  We  may  suppose  that  they  approve 
«f  them. We  are  now,  however,  to  look 


at  the  matter  in  another  light.  I  cannot 
help  thinking,  that  one  of  the  reasons,  if 
not  the  great  reason  of  all,  for  the  bill  that 
has  made  all  this  noise,  is,  the  great  in- 
crea^ofthe  congregations  of  the  Metho- 
dists in  particular,  and  the  consequent 
diminution  in  the  congregations  of  the 
Church  of  England.  Tliis  has  long  been 
subject  of  alarm  to  the  Clergy  of  thte 
Church,  who  imagine,  that,  in  time,  peo- 
ple, from  so  seldom  seeing  the  inside  of  a 
church,  will  begin  to  wonder  why  the 
tyihes  should  be  given  to  the  Clergy  of 
that  Church;  and,  we  may  be  very  sure,  , 
that  the  Dissenting  teacher  will  put  himself 
to  no  very  great  pains  to  prove  to  his 
flock,  that  the  tythes  are  due  to  the  Clergy. 
This  defection  from  the  established  Church 
bears  a  strong  i-esemblanre  to  the  defect 
tion  from  the  parochial  Clergy  in  the  se- 
cond and  third  century  of  the  Catholic 
Church  of  England,  when  the  laziness 
and  neglects  of  those  Clergy,  and  their 
endless  pluralities,  had  thrown  the  people 
into  the  hands  of  the  itinerant  monks  and 
friars,  who  appear  to  have  been  a  most 
active  and  vigilant  description  of  men- 
and,  indeed,  tohave  borne  a  strong  resem- 
blance, in  most  respects,  to  the  itinerant 
Methodist  preachers  of  the  present  day. 
Such  hold  did  they  get  by  means  of  their 
exertions,  that,  as  the  benefices  fell  in,  the 
patrons  bestowed  many  of  them  in  fe« 
upon  the  Abbeys  and  Priories,  who  thus 
became  the  patrons,  and  who,  of  course, 
supplied  the  churches  from  their  own 
houses,  and  took  the  greater  part  of  the 
tythes  to  their  own  use,  but  who,  having 
become  rich  in  their  turn,  became  also  in 
their  turn  lazy  and  neglectful  as  the  paro- 
chial Clergy  had  been;  and  hence  came 
that  change  which  we  call  the  ReformA'^ 
TION,  which  originated  not  in  any  dislike 
on  the  part  of  the  people  to  the  tenets  or 
ceremonies  of  the  Catholic  Church,  but  in 
the  laziness,  the  neglects,  and,  iu  some 
cases,  oppressions  of  the  Clergy,  aided  by 
a  quarrel  between  the  King  and  the  Pope. 

Men  looked  back  into  the  cause  of  the 

existence  of  the  tythes  and  benefices.  They 
inquired  into  the  grounds,  upon  which  they 
stood.  They  asked  tuhy  they  were  grant- 
ed. They  came  to  a  clear  understanding 
as  to  what  was  expected  and  what  was  due 
from  the  Clergy  in  return  for  them.  And, 
at  every  step,  they  found,  that  aidoivment 
and  residence  went  together.  They  found, 
in  short,  that  the  parish  churches,  the  par- 
sonage houses,  the  glebes,  &nd  the  tythes, 
had  been  originally  granted  fbl"  the  pur- 
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pose  of  insuring  the  constant  residence  of  a 
Priest  in  each  parish,  there  to  teach  the 
people,  to  give  them  religious  instruction, 
to  feed  the  poor,  and  tp  hospitality.  These 
were  the  express  conditions,  upon  which 
the  grants  were  made  ;  and,  when,  instead 
of  fulfilling  these  purposes,  the  livings 
were  given  away  to  Abbeys  and  Priories 
and  religious  communities  of  various  de- 
scriptions, who  merely  kept  a  sort  of 
journeymen  in  the  parishes,  called  Vicars, 
to  whom  they  gave  the  nails  and  the  hair 
while  they  took  the  carcass  home  to  be 
spent  at  the  Convent;  when  this  was  the 
case,  and  when,  in  another  way,  the  Popes 
were  bestowing  livjng  after  living  upon 
one  and  the  same  person  ;  when,  in  short, 
a  very  considerable  part  of  all  the  parishes 
in  the  kingdom  were  thus  deprived  of 
nearly  all  that  they  had  a  right  to  expect 
in  return  for  their  tythes;  when  this  wa;s 
the  case,  it  was  no  wonder,  that  the  peo-" 
pie  were  ready  to  listen  to  reformers. 
And,  I  beg  the  reader  to  bear  in  mind, 
that  these  were  the  real  efficient  causes  of 
what  we  call  the  Reformation,  and  not  any 
fault  that  the  people  discoveied  in  the 
doctrines  or  ceremonies  of  the  Catholic 
Church  J  for,  after  all,  we  believe  in  the 
Creed  of  St.  Athanasius,  and  what  can 
any  Catholic  or  Pope  want  us  to  believe 
more  ?  We  hold,  that  a  man  cannot  be 
saved  unless  he  believes  in  the  whole  of 
this  Creed ;  and,  will  any  man  believe, 
then,  that  the  Reformation  had  a  quarrel 
about  doctrine  for  its  cause  ?— — Such  be- 
ing the  short  but  true  history  of  the  causes 
of  the  Reformation,  that  is  to  say,  the  taking 
of  the  tythes  from  Catholic  Priests  and  giving 
them  to  Protestant  Priests,  keeping  back  a 
part  to  be  given  to  favourite  Lords  and  Ladies, 
and  which  are  now  called  \o.y  impropria- 
tions j  such  being  the  history  of  this 
grand  event,  which,  after  all,  was  merely 
a  shifting  of  ti^e  Church  Property  from  one 
set  of  hands  to  another,  it  is  not  worth 
while  for  the  present  Clergy^  that  is  to 
say,  the  present  possessors  of  that  pro- 
perty, to  consider  a  little  of  the  state  in 
which  they  are  with  regard  to  their  pa- 
rishioners ?  They  evidently  have  consi- 
dered this,  or  somebody  else  has  for  them. 
The  complaint,  on  the  part  of  the  Church, 
of  the  increase  of  the  Methodists,  has  been 
made  for  some  years.  The  evil  increases; 
and  the  dangers  are  greater  than  those  of 
former  times  menace  ;  because,  if  once 
the  church  property  be  touched  now,  it 

nevier  returns, —But,  let  us  now  see  how 

tbey  attend  to  their  parishes.     Let  us  see 
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how  vigilant  they  are  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duty.  The  following  list  of  absentees 
is  copied  from  a  paper  laid  before  parlia- 
ment in  1808.  None  of  the  same  kind 
has,  I  believe,  been  laid  before  parlia- 
ment since  that  year  ;  but,  that  the  num- 
ber of  non-residents  has  not  decreased  I 
infer  from  the  fact,  that,  for  the  three 
years  of  which  an  account  of  the  non- 
residents is  given,  numbers  kept  increasing. 

Abstiiact  of  the  Returns  of  the  Number 

of  Non-Residents  in  1806-7. 
Want   or   unfitness   of  Parsonage 

House 1,06$ 

Residence  on  other  Benefices 1,137' 

Infirmity   430 

Literary  or  Ecclesiastical  Employ- 
ment   396 

Offices  in  Cathedrals    183 

in  Dioceses    3^ 

in  Universities  113 

Chaplaincies   in   Royal  or  Noble 

Families    27 

------  in  the  Navy    15 

Residence    in    own    or .  Relatives 

Mansion 123 

Members  in  Universities,  under  30 

Years  of  Age    5 

Metropolitan  Licences.... 38 

Without  Notification,   Licence  or 

Exemption    2,448 

No  Church    12 

Sinecures  17 

Vacancies 33 

Imprisonment   5 

Sequestration    19 

Recent  Institutions  23 

Livings  held  by  Bishops 21 

Doing   Duty    and    resident   in  an 
House  belonging  to  a  Sinecure 

in  the  Parish 2 

Abroad 5 

Total    6,145 


Now,  it  is  impossible  to  look  at  this  List, 
recollecting,  at  the  same  time,  that  there 
are  only  about  1 1,000  livings  in  the  whole, 
without  seeing  a  quite  sufficient  cause  for 
the  great  increase  of  Dissenting  Congre- 
gations. We  see  here  above  half  the 
parishes  unattended  by  the  persons  who 
have  undertaken  the  "  care  of  the  peoples* 
"  soids"  ill  those  parishes.  These  are  the 
words  :  "  caie  of  their  souls."  What  can 
a  man  say  in  his  defence ;  what  can  he 
think  of  himself,  to  undertake  such  a 
charge,  and  never  go  near  the  spot? 
And,  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the 
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people  should  go  to  meeting  bouses,  while 
this  is  the  case  ?  Here  we  see,  that  there 
were  nearly  a  fourth  part  of  all  the  Rectors 
and  Vicars  in  England,  not  only  absent 
from  their  parsonage  houses  and  their 
parishes,  but  absent  mthout  leave  or  licence, 
and  even  without  condescending  to  notify 
their  absence  to  their  Bishop,  though  ex- 
pressly required  so  to  do  by  the  law,  and 
by  a  law,  too,  p».9sed  for  their  case  and 

indulgence. The  first  head,  it  will  be 

observed,  contains  the  numbers  absent 
from  the  tvant,  or  unfitness,  of  the  Par- 
sonage houae.  If  not  fit,  why  not  made 
fit  ?     Why  not   appropriate  part  of  the 

income  of  the  living  to  this  purpose  .' 

Some,  you  see,  are  absent  upon  literary 
pursuits.  What !  Writing  Reviews,  or  po- 
litical Pamphlets,  or  Paragraphs,  or  what  ? 
But,  at  any  rate,  what  literary  pursuit  could 
be  so  proper  as  the  writing  and  study 
tending  to  effect  the  object  of  the  living  r 
What !  a  man  receives  an  income  for  life, 
and  he  engages  at  the  same  time  to  take 
upon  him  the  care  of  the  souls  of  the  peo- 
ple of  a  parish ;  aiid,  he,  while  be  keeps 
the  income,  leaves  the  people  of  the  parish 
to  take  care  of  their  own  souls,  because 
some  literary  pursuit  calls  him  away  else- 
where !— — When  he  takes  upon  him  the 
office  of  Minister  he  declares,  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  that  he  believes  himself 
to  he  called  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  take  upon 
him  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel  and  to 
labour  in  the  saving  of  souls.  When  he 
is  inducted  into  a  living,  he  promises  to 
watch  constantly  over  Idsjiock,  to  aid  them 
with   his  advice,   to  comfort  ihem  in  their 

troubles  and  sufferings. What  can  be 

more  amiable  than  such  an  ofiice  !  What 
a  blessing  it  must  be  where  punctually 
discharged  !  But,  what  is  it  if  the  man 
who  takes  this  office  upon  him  ;  who  enters 
into  this  engagement ;  who  makes  these 
solemn  promises ;  if  he,  as  soon  as  he 
has  insured  the  revenue  of  the  living, 
as  soon  as  he  has  just  ridden  into 
the  parish  and  taken  possession,  set*  t)fl" 
^gain,  and  never  more  hears  of,  or  asks 
after  his  flock  again,  except  at  shear- 
ing time, hut  leaves  them,  body  and  soul, 
to  the  care  of  a  stipendiary,  whom  he  has 
never  even  seen,   perhaps,  in  all  his  life 

time? With  this  before  their  eyes,  is 

it  any  wonder,  that  the  people  prefer  the  _ 
itinerant  preachers,   who,  however   defi- 
cient in  other  respects,  are  seldom  want- 
ing in  zea/ .? 1  shall  be  told,  perhaps, 

that,  li  \.\iQ  incumbent  is  not  resident,  his 
curate  is.     Sometimes.    But,  what  is  that  ? 


The  curate  serves  two,  pernaps^'anS  some- 
times three  churches  ;  and,  he  has  not . 
the  pecuniary  means,  if  he  has  the  talents, 
to  do  all  that  might  be  done  by  the  in- 
cumbent.— —Indeed,  it  is  notorious,  that 
to  the  neglect  of  the  Clergy  the  rise  of  the 
Methodists  is  owing.  And,  how  neglect- 
ful, how  lazy,  must  they  be  to  suffer  any 
sect  to  rise  its  head  only  an  inch  high ! 
When  one  looks  over  the  country  and 
sees  how  thickly  the  churches  are  scat- 
tered ;  when  one  considers  how  complete 
is  the  possession  of  the  country  b-y  the 
Ciergy  ;  when  the  force  of  habit  is  taken 
into  view ;  when  we  consider,  that  they 
are  the  keepers  of  ilie  records  of  births 
and  of  tl;e  bones  of  ninety  nine  hun- 
dredths of  the  dead  ;  when  we  behold 
them  and  their  oiiice  having  all  the  large 
estates,  all  the  family  consequence  and 
^>ride  on  their  siclej  when  one  considers 
all  this,  one  canaot  help  bfeing  astonished 
that  there  should  be  any  such  thing  as  a 
MQ«ting  H'fiuse  j  but,  when  we  reflect, 
that  the  Clepgy  bave^the  power  of  speak- 
ing, as  lo\i^  as  they  please,,- to  the' people,  in 
every  parish. in  tjic  Idngdom^  once  a  iveek  at 
least,  and  in  a  place  where  no  one  dares 
to  contradict  them,  ov  would  ever  think 
of  such  a  thing;  when  we  reflect 
upon  this,  and  calculate  the  number 
of  hours  that  the  Pitt  system  would 
exist,  if  we  Jacobins  had  the  use  of  the 
pulpits  only  for  one  fortnight,  when  we 
consider  this,  we  cannot  find  words 
to  express  our  idea  of  the  laziness,  the 
incomprehensible  laziness,  that  must  pre- 
vail amongst  the  Clergy  of  the  estab- 
lished Church.— —There  ale,  however, 
some  worthy  and  diligent  men  amongst 
them ;  and,  at  any  rate,  I  do  by  no  means 
believe,  that  public  liberty  would  gain 
any  tbiiig  by  exchanging  the  Clergy  for 
"  The  Saints,'^  who  have  been  the  most 
steady  abettors  of  the  Pitt  system,  and 
who  have  been  full  as  eager  as  any  of  the 
Ciergy  in  the  cry  oi"  No  Popery."  ■  In 
short,  they  are  Dissenters  merely  because 
they  have  no  tythcs,  and  in  that  name  only 
do  they  resemble  the  Dissenters  of  the 
times  before  the  Revolution:  They  are 
as  much  like  the  Dissenters  of  old  times 
as  a  horse-dung  is  like  an  apple.  Those 
were  fanatics,  but  they  were  honest 
and  just^men,  full  of  courage  and  full  of 
talent;  they  understobcf  weTntie'Ttghts 
and  liberties  of'^Et4glishmen,  and  upon  the 
maintenance  of  them  tliey  staked  their 
lives.  The  muJlgrel  "  ^i^ri"  of  pur  days 
are  as  keen  for  places,  pensions,  contracts. 
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and  jobs,  as  the  inhabitants  of  any  per- 
jured borough  in  the  kingdom;  and,  in- 
deed, if  I  were  to  be  put  !o  it  to  find  out 
the  most  consummate  knaves  in  all  Eng- 
land, I  should  most  assuredly  set  to  work 
amongst  those  who  arc  ironically  denomi- 
nated "  Saints."  They  were  the  great 
corps  of  scouts  in  the  famous  times  of  No- 
Popery,  and  did  more  with  that  base  and 
hypocritical  cry  than  all  others  put  toge- 
.ther.  One  of  the  bawling  brutes  in  my 
neighbourhood  told  the  people,  that  "  the 
"  king.  Lord  bless  him  !  had  saved  them  all 
"  from,  being  burnt  by  the  papishes."  Was 
it  for- a  service  like  this  that  he  was  to  be 
exempted  from  Lord'  Castlereagh's  Local 
Militia?  Acongregation  of  these  "  Saints," 
in  a  neighbouring  county,  cnshkred  their 
Minister  because  he  spoke  at  a  town  mee'.- 
ing,  against  the  clamorous  outcry  of  ''  ISo- 
"  Popery;"  and,  in  consequence  ther»i- 
of,  a  gentleman  gave  him  a  livM^sr  in  the 

Church. Many,  very  many,  iiiitances 

of  their  base  time-serving  in  politics  might 
here  be  mentioned ;  but,  enough  has,  I 
think,  been  said  to  show,  that  the  increase 
of  their  members  cannot  be  expected  to  be 
attended  with  any  good  ellect.  I  would 
let  them  alone ;  but,  I  would  give  them 
110  encouragement.  There  arc  persons  who 
like  them,  because  they  look  upon  them 
as  hostile  to  the  Cfiurcfi.  Their  hostility  is 
for  the  iythes,  which  they  would  exact  with 
as  much  rigour  as  the  present  Clergy,  and 
would,  if  possible,  deserve  them  less.  But, 
my  great  dislike  to  them  is  grounded  on 
ihdr  politics,  which  are  the  very  worst  in 
the  country ;  and,  though  I  am  awai'e, 
that  there  are  many  very  honourable  ex- 
ceptions atnongst  them,  I  must  speak  of 
them  as  a  body ;  and,  as  a  body  I  know  of 
none  so  decidedly  hostile  to  public  liberty. 
This  is  an  age  of  cant.  The  country  has 
been  ruined  by  cant;  and  they  have  been 
the  principal  instruments  in  the  work,  and 
haVe  had  their  full  share  of  the  profit. 

W^.COBBElT. 
State  Prison,  Newt^ate,  Friday,        ' 
2'i-th  May,\8ll. 

The  Portrait  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
engraved  by  Wm.  Sharp,  are  delivering 
at  No.  27,  London  Street,  Fitzroy  ^square, 
and    at   various    Print-Sellers.-^ Price, 

£.1    Is.        '  ■-■     „  '■■   ,     '    -■••'  ,  ■  ■■■■-'  ,  - 

.-i,;.'j;,3    lo  iliJi  ^iii}iCl  iiivi    bin,  i     -r 

'  "     "  t  .'",.'     '' 

PARLLAMENTARY  REFORMi ; 

Proceedings  in  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  London,  on  a  Petition  for  grammg  the 
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use  of  the  Guildhall  for  a  Meeting  upon 
the  subject  of  Parliamentary  Rejiyrm. 
22nd  May,  1811. 

Mr.  QuiN  rose  to  present  a  Peti- 
tion which  he  held  in  his  hand,  which, 
when  he  stated  that  it  was  signed  by  Sir 
Jotm  Throckmorton,  he  trusted  would  be 
received  without  any  opposition.  With 
respect  to  the  subject  of  this  Petition,  as  it 
might  be  necessary  for  him  to  say  some- 
thing afterwards,  he  should,  for  the  pre- 
sent, only  move  that  it  be  received  and 
read. — The  Petition  was  then  received  and 
read.  Ii  was  signe^d  by  Sir  John  Throck- 
morton, Major  Cartvvright,  i-ir  Francis 
Burdett,  Mr.  Jones  Burdett,  ilr.  i>yng, 
Mr.  Brand,  Lord  Cochrane,  and  above 
two  hundred  vUhers;  and  staed,  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Friends  oi  Parli;  a-entary 
Relorm  having  given  notice  of  ^  public 
me-eling  to  be  held  in  Lundon,  oi  Mon- 
day, the  3rd  of  June,  for  the  puipose  of 
discu."sir.g  the  subject,  and  preparing  a 
petition  thereon;  and  conceiving  bat  the 
number  and  respectability  of  the  ^ieeting, 
the  dignity  of  its  character,  and  the  effect 
of  the  proceedings,  would  be  greatly  pro- 
moted by  its  being  held  in  tlie  Guildhall 
of  the  City  of  Loudon,  it  therefore  prayed 
for  the  permission  of  the  Corporation,  for 
the  Committee  to  have  the  use  of  Guild- 
ballfor  the  purpose  on  that  day. 

Mr.  QuiN  then  rose  and  addressed  the 
Court  in  support  of  the  Petition.  He  de- 
clared that  he  never  knew  that  such  a  Pe- 
tition was  intended  to  be  offered  to  the 
Court  until  this  morning  :  but  yet  he  felt 
it  his  duty,  as  a  sincere  friend  to  the 
greatest  of  all  objects  of  political  import- 
ance, not  to  shrink  from  the  task  of  pre- 
senting and  supporting  it.  He  had  heard 
some  murmurs  of  alarm  in  the  course  of 
this  morning  from  persons  not  very  friend- 
ly to  Parliamentary  R&form,  that  the  ob- 
ject of '  this  Petition  was  to  deprive  the 
City  of  Londpn  of  its  rights  and  privi- 
leges ;  but  he  was  confident  that  such  ap- 
prehensions would  be  found  frivolous, 
when  it  must  appear  to  every  man,  that 
all  the  Petition  asked  for  was,  the  use  of 
Guildhall  for  a  single  day,  in  order  to  the 
discussion  of  a  subject  already  admitted 
by  that  Court  and  by  the  Livery  of  Lon- 
don, to  be  of  the  utmost  importance  and 
the  most  urgent  necessity  ;  and  which 
principle  the  Court  had  most  forcibly  re- 
cognised in  the  Address  lately  voted  to 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent 
He  was  inclined  to  think  the  Lord  Mayo 
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himself  was,  in  tbt  pkiiitude  of  his  power, 
authorbed  to  grant  the  permission,  of  liim- 
self,  which  was  rtow  the  subject  of  an  ap- 
plication to  the  Court.  He,  however, 
commended  the  moderation  shewn  by  his 
Lordship,  in  defering  to  the  sense  of  the 
Court,  which,  he  had  no  doubt,  possessed 
the  fullest  authority  for  the  purpose. 
There  was  nothing  new  or  unprecedented 
in  granting  j,he  use  of  Guildhall  for  pur- 
poses unconnected  with  the  immediate 
concerns  of  the  Corporation  of  London, 
Having  expatiated  shortly  on  the  import- 
ance aiid  necessity  of  a  moderate  Parlia- 
mentar)'  Reform,  as  indispensable  to  re- 
store the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  maintain  independent  the  just 
prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  he  moved  that 
the  prayer  of  tlie  Petition  be  granted. 

Mr.  Favel  seconded  the  Motion,  and 
supported  the  arguments  of  the  Mover, 
observing,  that  the  present  was  a  moment 
the  most  propitious  that  had  ever  occurred 
for  the  obtainment  of  an  object,  the  neces- 
sity of  which  had  been  avowed  by  those 
Statesmen  to  whose  memory  the  City  of 
London  had  raised  splendid  monuments  ; 
particularly  the  great  Lord  Chatham,  and 
his  son,  Mr.  Pitt;  and  in  favour  of  which, 
hisRoj'al  Highness  the  Prime  Regent  had, 
almost  in  the  very  first  public  Act  of  his 
Governipent,  marked  his  sentiments,  by 
refusing  to  co-operate  in  any  traffic  of 
>piace  or  power  for  Parliamentary  influence. 
Mr.  Dixon  opposed  the  motion,  and 
sincerely  wished  that  those  men  of  great 
landed  property  who  had  signed  this  pe- 
tition, would  pause  in  their  career,  and 
lake  a  lessen  from  France. 

Mr.  Jacks  declared  himself  a  friend  to 
Pai-liamentary  Reform,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent ;  but  he  would  not  go  the  length  of 
certain  Reformers,  who  seemed  to  have  no 
definite  plan. 

Mr.  Alderman  Birch  observed,  that 
the  Gentleman  who  introduced  and  sur>- 
poVted  this  Petition,  professed  to  do  so  on 
constittitional  principles.  He  thought  a 
Petition  signet!  by  so  many  respectable 
Gentlemen  of  great  landed  property  was 
entitled  to  all  due  respect  and  considera- 
tion: but  he  begged  to  observe,  that  if 
they  wished  to  act  constitutionally  upon 
this  topic,  the  onTy  proper  mode  for  them 
to  proceed  in  was,  by  discussing  the  sub- 
ject within  their  several  counties,  and  tak- 
ing the  sense  of  the  freeholders  there  re- 
spectively. It  was  contrary  to  all  prece- 
dent for  the  Corporation  of  London  to 
grant  the  tis6  of  thtir  Guildhall  fof  the 


purposes  of  political  discussion  to  any  per- 
sons, save  the  Livery  of  London,  for 
whose  use  on  such  occasions  it  was  exclu- 
sively reserved. 

Mk.  Alderman  Wood  said,  that  the 
chief  object  of  the  intended  Meeting  was 
to  stimulate  the  counties  by  an  example. 
As  such,  he  should  vote  for  the  motion 
without  any  hesitation. 

Mb.  Boak  said  a  few  words,  which  we 
could  not  collect. 

Mr.  Spencer  had  received  no  notice  on 
the  subject  of  the  present  meeting:  he 
thought  it  was  very  plain  that  the  Court 
had  been  crammed  with  friends,  and  that 
in  a  clandestine  manner,  to  the  present 
motion,  and  therefore  he  should  vote 
against  it.  They  were  afraid  to  meet  the 
public  voice,  and  therefore  they  had  re- 
course to  this  mean  and  unmanly  subter- 
fuge. 

Mr.  Wheble  was  for  the  motion. 
Alderman  Sir  W.  Curtis  thought  tht 
question  was,  whether  such  a  question 
ought  to  be  discussed  in  the  capital  of  the 
Empire.  What  could  be  the  consequence 
of  such  a  question  ?  Who  could  teil  how 
the  peace  of  the  City  could  be  preserved  ? 
Who  could  say  what  questions  would  be 
agitated  r  (hear,  hear.)  The  Court  ought 
to  consider  that  they  were  going  to  assem* 
ble  the  people  on  a  disputed  point — going 
to  assemble  them  on  a  question  on  which 
no  two  were  agreed.  They  were  going 
to  grant  the  use  of  their  Hall  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  City  to  men  who  could  not- 
agree  even  on  their  own  question.  With 
respect  to  what  had  been  said  as  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  affirming  that  they  spoke  the  sense  of 
the  people.  He  was  as  willing  as  any 
man  to  allo'.v  that  there  were  some  points 
which  ought  to  be  reformed,  but  still  he 
hoped  that  such  reformation  would  begin 
with  the  House  of  Commons,  itself,  (hear, 
hear.)  As  to  the  present  question,  if  he, 
as  a  chief  magistrate,  was  asked  to  give 
the  Hall  for  such  a  purpose  ;  as  a  Chief 
Aiagistrate,  he  woukl  consider  himself 
bound  to  say,  "  I  will  not  consent  to  it.'* 
The  present  summons  had  not  been  given 
openl}^.  Let  those  who  were  interested, 
adjourn  the  question  till  those  who  had 
a  competent  opinion  were  pneseot.  In 
order  to  give  those  who  wished  for  such  a 
proceeding  an  oppportunjty,  he  should 
move  "  to  adjiiurn  thequestion  till  the  next 
Court." 

Mr.  Waithman  was  very   willing,  if 
Such  a  delay  was  necessary,  to  agree  to 
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another  Court,  but  he  did  not  think  it  was. 
The  Court  had  frequently  given  th(iir  opi- 
nions on  the  merits  of  the  present  ques- 
tion ;   and    of  course,  agreeing    in   it,    as" 
they  did,  they  couhl  not  refuse  their  Hall 
for  the  purpose  of  its  free  discussion.  The 
petitioners  had  come  to  apply  for  the  use 
of  the  Hall,  on  a  subject  on  which  that 
Court  had    frecjuenUy   given  an  emphatic 
opinion.     Crowded  as  he  saw  the  Courton 
that  day,  he  was  sure  they  were  compe- 
tent fully  to  decide  on  such  a  petition.    It 
was  far  from  his  intention  to  go    at  any 
length  into  the  question  of  Reform ;    but 
siill  he  must  confess,  he  was  glad  to   hear 
those  who  on  a  former   occasion  abused 
thefriendsof  reform  as  base  and  revolution- 
ary, were  now  without  courage  to  arraign 
their  motives.     The  worthy  Baronet  said, 
the  House  of  Commons  had   spoken  the 
sense  of  the  people!  What!    How  could 
he  look  that  Court  iri  the  face,  and  say  so, 
even  when  the  Walcheren  Expedition  was 
fresh  in   their  minds?   How   could   he  say 
so,   when   the   accumulation   of  taxation 
shewed    that  a  Reform   was   necessary  ? 
This  was  a  question  in  which  not  only  they 
and  their  fellow  citizens,   but  even  their 
posterity    were     interested.      Was   there 
any  man  there  so   bad  as  to  say,  that  the 
Constitution  ought  to  be  cemented  by  cor- 
ruption? If  so,   let  him  vote  against  this 
motion.     He  was  not  a   mad  reformer,  a 
reformer  so  wild   as  to  seek  for  universal 
suffrage ;  but  still   he  was  not  so  intole- 
j'aut  as  to  condemn  those  who  held  a  diffe- 
rent opinion.     He    thought,   that   as   the 
Court  h:>d  expressed  their  opinion  so  em- 
phatically on  the  subject,  they  could  not 
now  conscientiously  refuse  their  vote   to 
that  which  they  had  judged  both  just  and 
constitutional. 

Mr,  Dixon  hoped,  that  the  country 
would  exist  for  many  ages  afier  both  he 
and  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  had  ex- 
pressed so  desponding  an  opinion  were 
gone.  The  arms  of  this  country  were  not 
only  competent  to  support  our  own  liber- 
ty, but  to  carry  the  liberty  of  England 
into  other  nations.  This  Lord  Wellington 
bstd  proved. 

Sir  C.  Price  and  Sir  James  Shaw  spoke 
against  the  motion. 

Mii.  Slade  was  for  the  motion.  There 
was  in  his  opinion  no  riot  to  ba  appre- 
hended ;  but  still,  if  there  was,  he  thought 
that  the  single  voice  of  the  Lord  Mayor 
was  sufficient  to  allay  it. 

The  motion  was  tlieu  put :— Ayes  80,— 
N«5  45.— Majo^rity  35* 
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List  op  the  Minority. 


Alpeumen — Birch,  Cijrtis,  Price,  C. 
Smith,  Leighton,  Shav/,  Aikins,  Hunter. 

Commoners — Box,  Farr,  R.  Elliott;, 
Bent,  Laing,  Hardy,  Boak,  Harper,  Pear- 
son, Atkinson,  Bickerstaff,  Bartrum,^Ham' 
mond,  Garrett,  Stokes,  Langton,  Birch, 
Bate,  Rea,  Dyster,  Keril,  Johnstone, 
Paynter,  Patterson,  Spencer,  Chapman, 
Angel,  Vandercombe,  Ross,  Clarke,  Jack»> 
Hughes,  Hale,  Ryder. 

Tellers — S.  Dixon,  Lucas. 

List  of  the  Majority. 

Aldermen — Combe,  Wood,  Domviile, 
Goodbehere,  Plomer. 

Commoners — Winter,  Winbolt,  GriOith, 
Dawson,  Wheble,  Reeves,  Pontifex,  Cole- 
batch,  Reeve,  White,  Dorid'ord,  Favell, 
(teller,)  Waithman,  Slade,  Q,uin,  (teller,) 
Miller,  Crouch,  Fisher,  Paxtoii,  King, 
Briscoe,  Adams,  Wright,  Young,  Rolls, 
Carter,  Hurcombe,  Aberlon,  Kirby,  Gale, 
Roberts,  Pearsall,  Betts,  Eiiioit,  Dunnett, 
Davv,  Wilson,  Rankin,  Brown,  Blundell, 
Wiltshire,  Margary,  Smith,  Wadd,  Smith," 
(Cheap,)  Phillips,  Griffiths,  Hey  gate, 
Cheesewright,  Crockett,  Wrigl.i,  Roberts, 
R.  D.  Brewer,  Judkins,  PuUen,  Walker, 
Cooke,  Clode,  Davies,  Loxiey,  Bedford, 
Pownall,  Wigasi,  Howell,  Drinkan,  Taddj', 
Fenton,  Dixon,  (Cripplegate,)  Water- 
house,  Schroder,  Ashley,  N.  Davis,  Cart- 
wnght,  Nash,  Rawlins. 
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What  was  the  extent  of  the  dif- 
ference, or  under  what  circumstances  it 
might  be  increased  or  diminished,  was 
anoiher  question ;  but  thai  there  was  a 
ditlerence  between  gold  in  coin  and  gold 
in  bullion,  was  a  point  upon  which  he 
could  hardly  think  it  possible  to  entertain 
a  doubt,  as  long  as  the  present  system  of 
our  coinage  laws  remained  in  force.  It 
might  be  argued,  that  that  system  was  a 
bad  one,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  changed. 
Some  Gentlemen  had  advanced  that  opi- 
nion in  effect,  if  not  in  terms.  They 
thought  that  it  would  be  wise  and  politic 
to  remove  all  the  impediments  which  the 
laws  at  present  threw  in  the  way  of  the 
exportation  of  our  coin.  If  the  Legisla- 
ture were  to  adopt  that  opinion,  and  to 
repeal  all  the  laws  now  existing  upon  tlie 
subject,  and  if  the  guinea  were  to  circulate 
abroad  precisely  for  the  same  value  that 


it  did  at  home;,  in  that  case,  and  in  tliat 
case  otvjy,  would  the  pjopositioij  be  true, 
tiiat  there  was  no  diiTerence  between  gold 
in  coin  and  gold  in  buliiou.  But  the 
question,  as  it -appeared  to  him,  could  onh'- 
be  pi-operly  decided  by  taking  the  fact's 
as  they  did  realiy  exist,  and  not  as  some 
Gentlemen  might  think  they  ought  to  t-x- 
ist.  Nov/  what  were  ihe  real  facts  of  the 
case?  Thiscountry  was  under  thenecessit",, 
from  the  natureof  the  war  in  whicii'it 
was  fs'om  necessity  engaged,  to  carry  on 
extensive  military  operations  which  re- 
quired that  a  considerable  quantity  of 
gold  should  be  sent  out  of  the  country. 
By  the  law,  as  it  now^  stood,  gold  in  coin 
could  not  be  applied  to  this  purpose,  be- 
cause it  prohibited,  under  severe  penalties, 
the  sending  it  abroad.  If  then  gold  must 
be  employed,  and  you  could  not  send  it 
in  coin,  it  followed  of  course  that  you 
must  send  it  in  the  shape  of  bullion. 
This  circunistance  ci^^ated  an  increased 
demand  for  bullion,  and  therefore  g:ave  it 
a  higher  value  than  gold  in  coin.  Was  it 
then  true  that  guid  in  bars  and  g')!d  in 
coin  was  cf  the  same  value  !  Hi*  Hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Huskisson)  certainly  had  ad- 
vanced that  opinion,  and  seemed  to  think 
gold  was  natural  money,  and  of  the  same 
value  in  whatever  shape,;  but  the^fact 
was,  that  coin  was  not  of  the  same  value 
abroad  as  bullion,  because  it  could  not  be 
exported ;  and  bullion  was  not  of  the 
same  value  at  home  as  coin,  because  it 
was  not  a  legal  tender.  He  therefore 
contended,  that  there  was  no  proof  before 
the  Cnmniiltee  that  the  paper  money  of 
the  Bank  of  England  was  dejueciated  in 
the  sense  in  which  he  understood  and  had 
■explained  that  term  ;  that  is  to  say,  that 
the  Bank  note  bore  the  saine  relative 
value  to  a  guinea  that  it  always  did,  for 
all  the  purposes  for  which  a  guinea  was 
legally  applicable.  If  the  paper  of  the 
•Bank,  which  was  only  intended  for  in- 
ternal circulation,  was  equal  to  the  guinea 
considered  only  with  a  view  to  internal 
circulaliuu,  for  which  it  was  also  exclu- 
sively intended,  then  most  assuredly  the 
•Bank  paper  could  not  be  said  lo  be  depre- 
ciated in  value — All  therefore,  that  bis 
Honourable  Friend  (Mr.  Huskisson)  had 
said  about  the  superior  value  of  a  light 
guinea  to  a  heavy  one,  which  appeared 
so  very  ingenious  to  an  Hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  to  him  (Mr.  Parnell),  had,  in 
fact,  no  bearing  upon  the  real  question. 
Because  if  a  guinea  from  the  deficiency 
of  tveight  was  put  completely  out  ofcir- 
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cutation,  it  lost  its  character  of  coin,  and 
thereby  became  bullion  ;  and  then,  for 
the  reason  he  had  just  stated,  it  would  ac- 
quire an  additional  value.  Much  had 
been  said  about  the  word  "  standard," 
a^d  some  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
had  displayed  a  strong  desire  to  be  face- 
tious uponthe  subject.  If  he  were  asked 
what  he  understood  by  tjiat  word  ?  he 
should  say  that  he  did  not  consider  gold 
as  a  standard  or  silver  as  a  standard,  but 
he  understood  gold  and  silver  bound  down 
by  law  to  a  particular  and  relative  value 
with  each  other  ;  not  gold  alone,  but  gold 
tied  down  to  a  given  relation  to  silver, 
which  also  made  part  of  the  general 
standard.  And  here  he  begged  to  make 
an  observation  or  two  with  regard  to  the 
literal  accuracy  of  the  first  proposition  of 
the  Hon.  Gentlenian  t— ^It  the  House  were 
called  upon  to  record  a  solemn  statement 
of  the  law  of  the  country,  they  ought  un- 
doubtedly, 10  take  care  that  that  state- 
ment was  accurate,  -  I^ay  the  assertion  in 
the  Resolution  was  not  strjcllytrue  ;  it  as- 
serted, that  the  only  money  that  could  be 
tendered  in  Great  Britaui  above  the  value 
of4w^;lve  pence  must  be  gold  or  silver  ; 
and  thati  thf^  amount  at  which  it  was  to 
,  pass  cur rcjit  was  to  befixtid  by  the. King's 
prerogative;-  Tills  was  not,  strictly  speak- 
ing, the;'law;  because  silver  to  the  amount 
«f2,5/,.WEtf  a  legal  tender,  though  it  was 
not  of  standard  weight.,  ^  Now,  c\s  999  out 
9f  every  JOPO  payments  in  this  country 
did  not, exceed  that  sum,  it  would,  be  most 
impi-oper.  for  Parliament  to  .record  lipon  its 
Journals  as  a  truth,  a  proposition  which 
was  erroneous  jn  such  an  immense  ma- 
jority of .  cases.— Gentlemen  Jiad  talked 
about  scales  wfiich  regulated  the  silver 
and  gold  coin.  But  with  regard  Jo  silver, 
there  was  no  law  which  said  that. a  shilling 
should  not  be  current  when  it  was  under 
the  standard  weight ;  on  the  contrary,  up 
to  the  extent  of  251.  it  might  by  law  be 
circulated,  if  not  of  standard  weight.  But 
there  was  another  point  to  be  observed 
with  regard  to  silver.  It  was  legal  to 
tender  to  any  amount  shillings  at  5s.  2d. 
an  ounce,  yet  the  price  of  silver  in  bullion 
was  5s.  lid.  an  ounce.  He  mentioned 
those  as  facts  which  certainly  ought  not 
to  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  consideration  of 
the  present  question.  He  knew  how  much 
the  patience  of  the  House  was  exhausted, 
and  therefore  he  would  confine  himself  as 
much  as  he  could  to  the  most  important 
points  of  the  case.— The  really  important 
question  then  for  Parliament  to  dttt rminc^ 
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was  this,  what  onght  they  to  do  ?    What, 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 
';  would  it  be  wise  and  politic   for  them  to 
do  ?    This  at  least  was  his  view  of  the  ob- 
ject to  which   their  deliberations  ought  to 
be  directed  ;     and   he  thought  he   acted 
wilh  wisdom  in  referring  to  the  conduct 
of  our  ancestors  in  circu'r."*ances  which 
were  considered  to  be  similar  co  the  pre- 
sent, as  a  guide  for  ou"  •    nduct  under  all 
'tlifficulties  of  the  country.      He  did  not 
■'differ  from  those  Gentlemen  who  main- 
•  vl'aihed  as  an  abstract  proposition,  that  a 
'^'dimunitjon  of  Bank  paper  would  have  a 
'    ■;,  tendency  to  diminish  the  balance  of  ex- 
■^thange  ;    it  would  probably  produce  that 
'"^^ffect;    but  it  would  be  at  the  expence  of 
'  ^ftie  most  dreadful  calamities  to  the  coun- 
-  try.     The  case  of  the  French  bank,  at  a 
^former  period,  had   been  referred  to.     In 
^'ihax  case,  the  Bank  had  involved  itself  in 
difficulties  from  an  over-issue  of  paper ; 
the  Directors  diminished  the   quantity  of 
'their  paper,  and   the   consequence  was, 
'ihat  the  credit  of  the  Batik  was  restored  ; 
and  it  was  also  said  that  the  dimniution  of 
the  paper  had  had  an  efFect  upon  the  qx- 
chahge.     The  Tatter  part  of  the  statement 
might  be  true,  but  he  very  much  doubted 
it.     The  original  capital  of  that  bank  was 
two  millions  ;    it  had  issued  paper  to  the 
'amount  of  four  millions,  which  had   in- 
volved it  in  embarrassments^f    to  relieve 
which  it  withdrew  two  millions  from  cir- 
culation, and   it  was   not  very  probable 
that  such  a  sum  could  affect  the  general 
exchange  of  France.     But  the  Hon.  Gent, 
who  had  adverted  to  this  bank  admitted, 
that  though  the  narrowing  its  circulation 
had  removed  its  difficulties,   yet  it  pro- 
duced very  great  embarrassments  among 
the  commercial  part  of  the  coniiuuniry. 
■The  bank,  said   he,  had   the  couiage  to 
"      harrow  its  circulation  ;  or  in  other  words, 
'^it   had  the  couiagt  to  take  care  of  its  own 
"interests,  without'  any  regard'ta  those' of 
Y^lhe  community       Was  that  the  principle 
\^Vhich  he  would  recommend  Parriament  to 
'  "[adopt  in  the  present  instance?    But  if  the 
°\vit!id rawing  of  t\vo  miHions  from  the  cir- 
g^'ld'ula'ioh  ii\   France,   had   produced   such 
^ '"disastrttUs  ctoustquences  to  her  trade,  whalt 
."[''would  be  thfe  effect  it»  this  country  urtder 
J* all  the  circumstances  of  the  present  times, 
''Vif  the  Bank  of  England  were  to  withdra\V 
'^'"^is  paper,  paper  which  it  had  been  saijd 
.^  foi  nied  the  whole  circulating  mediurh  6f 
7't^ecountry  ?    Would  it  n6t  ruin  the  rha- 
"JWufaCture  ?  Would  ft  hot  destroy  the  agrj- 
*'kcrltuf6  ?     Wotilii  tt  not  dry  up  att^  thos'e 
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sources  of  wealth  which  enabled  this  coun- 
try to  make  exertions  proportioned  to  the 
exigenc'^-s  of  the  awful  period  in  which 
we  lived  ?  And  for  v/hat  object  was  Par- 
liament to  incur  the  riskof  all  these  dread- 
ful calamities?  Why,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  experiment  to  bring  the  rate 
of  exchange  nearer  to  par  !  !  !  But  the 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  in  calling 
«pon  Parliament  to  be  guided  by  the  wis- 
dom of  our  ancestors,  had  referred  parti- 
cularly to  the  events  i.i  1796  and  1797. 
If  there  was  any  one  passage  in  the  report 
which  excited  his  astonishment  more  than 
another  ;  if  there  was  one  part  of  it  more 
unguarded,  more  inaccurate,  more  un- 
founded, than  another,  it  was  that  which 
referred  to  the  transactions  of  the  period 
alluded  to.  Unless  he  totally  misunder- 
stood the  question,  the  case  which  had 
been  ouoted,  if  it  applied  at  all  to  the  pre- 
sent question,  made  directly  against  the 
arguments  of  those  by  Avhom  it  had  been 
adduced.  [Mr.  Perceval  read  an  extract 
from  that  part  of  the  Bullion  Report, 
which  stated,  that  soon  after  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Bank  of  England  its  notes 
were  depreciated,  and  considerable  em- 
barrassments ensued,  and  that  those  em- 
barrassments had  been  removed  by  a  netv 
coinage,  and  by  reducing  the  quantity  of 
Bank  notes.  The  two  operations  then,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Cooimittee  which  re^ 
lieved  the  Bank  in  1693  and  1697,  were 
the  coinage,  and  the  diininiition  of  the 
number  of  Bank  notes,  and  this  was  re- 
commended to  the  notice  of  th*  House  as 
a  case  in  point.  H(*bc'^r;ed  to  observe, 
however,  that  if  it '^'as  a  casein  pointj^ 
that  that  case  had  occurr«^d  when  there 
was  no  restriction  upon  the  cash  payments 
of  the  Bank.  B.ii  it  was  said  there  was 
at  that  time  an  excess  in  the  issue  of  Bank 
not'^s,  he  could  hardly  believe  that  the 
Bank  would  so  soon  after  its  establishment 
issue  aiort?.  notes  th^tn  was  necessary;  the 
real. fact' was  not  that  the  Bank  bad  issued 
more  nrtes  thai;  were  necessary,  but  that 
they  had  issued  more  thau  their  credit 
U'ould  hear.  Now,  what  were  the  reme- 
uie:?  ?  First,  the  comage.  The  new  coin- 
Age  certahrly  did  turn  the  balance  of  ex- 
change in  oar  fiVv<)t:r;  because  almost  the 
whole  of  it  immediately  found  its  way  out 
oftlie  countiy.  In  three  years  not  a  shil- 
ling of  it  was  left  in  th€  kingdom;  and  he 
begged' to  oljserve,  that  this  new  coinage 
cost  not  less  than  between  two  and  three 
milliotis.  The  other  remedy  applied  was 
"the  dtmintition  of  the  Bank  notes.     Now, 


1303] 

what  was  the   fact  ? 
Bank  originally  was 
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The  capital  of  the 


1,200,000/. 
der  to  relieve  \ii  embarrassmenl,  the  capi- 
tal was  augmented  to  two  millimis,  and  the 
subscviptioTi  for  the  additional  hOO^OOOi. 
was  to  be  paid  four-fifshs  in  Exchequer 
tallies,  and  one-fittU  in  Bank  notes ;  so  far, 
therefore,  the  Gentlemen  were  right;  one- 
fifih  of  the  value  of  800^000/.  in  notes  was 
taken  out  of  circulation  :  but  by  the  very 
same  operation  the  Bank  were  authorised 
to  issue  800,00^/.  in  fresh  notes,  so  that 
the  diminution  of  paper,  which  had  pro- 
duced such  beneficial  effects,  consisted  in 
withdrawing  about  1S0,(jC0/.  worth  of 
notes,  arid  issuing  fresh  ones  to  the  value 
of  800,000/.  !  !  This  was  the  precedent 
**liich  the  Committee  had  recommended 
to  be  followed  in  the  present  instance,  for 
ihe  purpose  of  diminishing  the  quantity 
of  paper  in  circulation  !  (Mr.  Perceval 
read  an  extract  From  Tindal's  Continua- 
tion of  Rapin,  which  stated  that  the  great 
commercial  embarrassments  in  the  reign 
of  King  William  had  been  relieved  by  an 
issue  oi"  paper  ) — The  Right  Hon.  Gentle- 
man then  took  a  view  of  the  case  of  Ire- 
land in  1804,  which  had  been  so  often  al- 
luded to.  The  evil  then  complained  of 
arose,  not  from  excess  of  paper,  but  from 
a  want  of  contiiience.  That  it  was  not  the 
efttct  of  an  excess  of  paper  was  proved, 
by  the  circumstance  of  its  being  cured 
before  any  diminution  of  paper  had 
taken  place.  Subsequently  there  was  a 
small  diminution  in  the  paper  currency, 
and  then  the  exchange  became  unfa- 
vourable to  Ireland.  He  did  not  mean  to 
say  that  this  was  caused  by  the  reduction 
of  paper,  though- afterwards,  when  the 
issues  of  paper  increased,  their  exchange 
was  greatly  recovered.  From  the  view 
which  he  took  of  the  subject,  he  appre- 
hended that  there  could  be  nothing  found 
in  the  three  cases  mentioned,  those  of  the 
Bank  of  Ireland,  the  Bank  of  France,  and 
the  Bank  of  England,  that  could  encourage 
them  to  adopt  the  line  of  conduct  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee.  It  was  quite 
impossible  for  him  to  go  through  all  the 
pohits  on  which  he  could  wish  to  speak, 
he  therefore  would  confine  himself  merely 
to  those  which  it  might  seem  improper  for 
him  to  pass  by.  Adverting  to  what  had 
been  said  with  respect  to  the  dollars,  he 
wished  to  know  what  those  who  censured 
the  late  proceeding  were  of  opinion  should 
have  been  done  on  such  an  occasion  ? 
That  a  something  was  necessary  to  be 
dotte,  he  believed  no  one  ceuld  deny ; 
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and  be  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  the 
measure  adopted  was  wisely  preferred  to 
any  other.  On  the  subject  of  the  exrj 
changes,  there  was  one  point  which  he 
wished  to  bring  before  the  Committee. 
How  was  it  possible  the  principle  of  the 
Bullion  Committee  could  be  right,  namely, 
that  the  excess  and  depreciation  of  Bank 
paper  could  occasion  all  the  difficulties, 
which  had  occurred  within  the  few  years 
which  had  elapsed  since  the  passing  of 
the  Bank  Restriction  Act?  That  Act,  aj. 
\.\\ey  all  knew,  was  made  in  1797.  Nok 
alteration  in  the  exchange  was  felt  for 
some  time;  but  in  the  years  1800  and, 
1 80 1  the  scarcity  of,  and  great  demand- 
for  coin,  occasioned  a  great  serisation  in 
the  exchanges,  and  a  great  increase  in  the 
price  of  bullion.  The  scarcity,  however, 
which  was  felt  in  1800  and  1801  ceased, 
in  1802,  and  the  pressure  which  it  had 
caused  ceased  also,  or  at  least  was  dimi- 
nished in  a  very  considerable  degree.  He 
would  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  eleventh  resolution  of  his 
Right  Hon.  Friend.  "  That  the  average 
price  of  wheat  in  the  year  1798,  was  50^. 
3i.;  in  1799,  67s.  Sd.;  in  1800,  113s.  Id.; 
in  1801,  118s.  3d.;  and  in  1802,  67s.  5d. 
That  the  exchange  with  Hamburgh  was 
in  January,  1798,  32s.;  January,  1799, 
37s.  Id. ;  January,  1800,  32s. ;  and  Janu- 
ary, 1801,  :29s.  id.  being  in  the  whole  a 
fall  of  22  per  cent.  In  January,  1802, 
32s.  2d.;  and  December,  1802,  34s.  Now 
from  the  history  of  those  live  years,  and 
the  manner  in  which  the  exchanges  re- 
covered when  the  scarcity  with  had  led 
to  the  pressure  of  them  had  ceased,  he 
thought  with  an  extraordinary  foreign  ex- 
penditure for  the  last  few  years,  occa- 
sioned by  the  war  in  Spain,  and  expence$ 
incurred  in  the  Baltic,  the  effect  produced 
on  the  exchanges  might  reasonably  be 
ascribed  to  causes  simjlar  to  those  from 
which  the  evil  was  known  to  arise  before. 
The  Committee  did  condescend  to  admit 
that  these  causes  might,  in  some  measure, 
contribute  to  the  effect  produced  ;  but 
they  could  not  deny  this ;  they  would  not 
allow  them  their  due  weight.  The  re- 
sumption of  cash  payments  was  impossi- 
ble. Gold  could  not  be  procured,  and  if 
it  could,  the  Bank  would  immediately  be 
drained  of  it,  without  any  advantage  to  the 
public  ;  and  that  proposed  as  a  remedy 
would  but  aggravate  the  evil,  and  accele- 
eate  that  it  was  their  most  anxious  wish  to 
rvoid.  Under  these  circumstance,  how- 
aver,  the  rational  Resolution  proposed  hj 
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the  Committee  was  to  do  away  the  Bank  I 
restrictions,  which  acting  singly,  had  pro- 
duced before  no  sensible  effect,  in  order 
to  get  out  of"  the  difficulty;  while  those 
causes  which  were  known  to  have  given 
birth  to  it  before,  were  to  be  disregarded, 
though  they  had  been  felt  for  three  years, 
and  were  still  increasing  in  force.  If  this 
wer«  rational,  he  confessed  his  capacity 
Was  not  framed  to  understand  it.  If  such 
a  measure  were  unhappily  adopted,  it 
might  restore  the  balance  of  trade,  but  it 
would  destroy  the  foundation  of  the  coun- 
try, and  render  it  impossible  to  continue 
that  contest  which  all  were  agreed  ought 
not  now  to  be  relinquished.  From  what 
had  been  heard  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
it  was  clearerlh  an  ever  that  that  course  re- 
commended by  the  Committee  was  not 
practicable  ;  and  if  it  were  practicable  it 
would  be  most  ruinous.  It  had  been  said, 
the  proposed  line  of  conduct  ought  to  be 
pursued,  in  justice  to  the  public  creditors ; 
but  if  a  proposition  were  adopted  which 
would  ruin  the  country,  he  thought  it  was 
not  very  likely  that  it  would  then  find 
itself  in  a  situation  to  do  justice  to  its 
creditors.  The  state  in  which  we  were 
placed  at  present,  was  one  which  if  it 
reiidered  us  unable  to  do  them  justice, 
was  one  which  had  resulted  from  unfore- 
seen circumstances  growing  out  of  the 
adoption  of  a  line  of  conduct  which  was 
indispensably  necessary  to  the  salvation  of 
the  country.  Would  it  now  be  justice, 
with  their  eyes  open,  to  take  a  step  which 
must  eventually  be  prejudicial  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  creditor,  and  most  injurious 
to  the  community  at  large  ?  Were  those 
who  had  made  contracts  to  be  subjected 
to  ruin  by  the  adoption  of  a  new  system  ? 
Having  now  stated,  not  all  he  could  have 
wished  tohave  said,  but  that  which  appeared 
to  him  of  the  greatest  importance,  he  now 
came  to  this  conclusion ;  that  the  measure 
proposed  was  a  measure  which,  if  adopted, 
would  be  adopted  without  proof  of  its 
necessity  or  expediency,  against  the  evi- 
dence on  which  it  was  founded,  and  con- 
trary to  the  examples  of  former  times; 
and  they,  in  adopting  it,  would  disgrace 
themselves  for  ever  by  becoming  the  vo- 
luntary instruments  of  their  country's 
ruin. 

Wednesday,  May  15. 

Mr.  TiERNEY  said,  in  rising  to  propose 

his  Amendment  to  the  third  Resolution, 

he  Would  avoid  entering  into  any  general 

discussion  of  the  question,  which  he  con- 


sidered as  completely  exhausted  by  what 
had  fallen  from  the  different  Members  who 
had  spoken  on  it,  and  especially  by  thos« 
who  had  spoken  on  his  side  of  the  House. 
He  could  not  avoid,  in  particular,  compli- 
menting his  Honourable  and  Learned 
Friend  who  had  opened  the  debate,  of 
whom  it  was  but  justice  to  say,  that  in  his 
opinion  a  greater  reach  of  mind,  greater 
industry,  or  a  greater  power  of  forcible 
and  impressive  eloquence,  than  he  had 
displayed,  had  rarely  evev  occurred  in  tlia 
Parliamentary  History  of  this  country. 
He  agreed  most  cordially  in  the  doctrines 
laid  down  by  his  Honourable  and  Learned 
Friend,  on  the  principles  of  the  question; 
and  if  he  had  not  diliered  with  him  on  the 
last  Resolution,  with  respect  to  the  re- 
medy, he  should  not  now  have  troubled 
the  House.  Perhaps  the  wisest  course 
would  have  been,  not  to  have  done  any 
thing  upon  the  Report,  and  left  the  Bank 
to  have  profited  by  it ;  and  if  the  Report 
had  been  suffered  to  work  its  own  way,  he 
would  not  have  been  disposed  to  suggest 
any  other  method  of  giving  efficacy  to  it ; 
but  when  not  content  with  the  rejection 
of  the  Resolutions  of  his  Honourable 
Friend,  it  had  been  thought  advisable 
that  the  House  should  declare  an  opposite 
set  of  Resolutions,  the  utmrist  danger  was 
to  be  apprehended  to  the  country  if  they 
were  to  be  adopted.  He,  therefore,  con- 
ceived it  necessary  to  come  forward  with 
an  Amendment,  which  should  do  away  all 
the  ill  effects  of  such  Resolutions,  and  to 
save  trouble,  he  would  introduce  it  at  tha 
third  Resolution,  which  professed  to  set 
the  question  of  depreciation  at  rest.  It  did 
not,  however,  set  the  question  at  rest;  no- 
thing could  be  farther  from  it.  It  was 
proposed  as  an  answer  to  a  Resolution  of 
his  Learned  Friend  (Mr.  Horner),  which 
states,  that  the  actual  value  of  the  paper 
currency  was  depreciated  in  comparison 
with  standard  gold ;  but  instead  of  con- 
troverting that  Resolution,  it  escaped  from 
it,  and  referred  to  the  public  estimation. 
What  could  be  more  idle  than  such  an 
answer  ? — What  did  the  Right  Honourable 
Gentleman  mean  by  the  public  estima- 
tion.?— Did  he  mean  the  estimation  that 
attached  to  currency  throughout  the 
world  ?— Or  did  he  mean  the  estimation  in 
this  country  in  particular? — He  certainly 
meant  the  latter,  for  nobody  denied  that 
our  currency  was  depreciated  in  the  esti- 
mation of  foreign  countries.  The  Resolu-? 
tion  was  therefore  not  correct,  if  not  lif 
mited  to  the  internal  transactions  of  th« 
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country.      But  be  would  ask  how  could  a 
currency  be  sound  in  one  country  and  un- 
sound in  another  ?■ — How  could  that  be  an 
equivalent  in  one  country  which  was  not 
jin  equivalent  in  another  ?    This  was  the 
question  for  consideration.     How  far,  eveh 
in  our  own   limited  circle,  the  currency 
could  be  considered  as  a  fair  equivalent, 
was  a  matter  of  doubt.      The  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman    had  indeed  said  it  was,  but 
there  had  been   brought  forward  several 
instances  to  the  contrary.      It  might  be 
said,  that  these  instances  were  too  easily 
believed    by    those    who    held    opinions 
xvhich  they  countenanced.      But  a  paper 
had  been  put  into  his  hands  which  threw 
considerable  light  on  the  subject.      The 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman  had  a  depu- 
tation some  time  ago  from  several  of  the 
most  respectable  traders  in  London,  when 
they  stated  that  a  great  part  of  the  evils 
which  the  commerce  of  the  country  were 
suffering,   were  owing  to  the  depreciation 
of  the  currency.      They  stated  expressly 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that 
there  was  a  depreciation,  and  that  the  evils 
of  the  low  exchange  was  to  be  attributed 
to  it.     The  paper  containing  their  resolu- 
tions was  signed  by  the  house  of  Wm. 
Mellish  and  Co.  by  Thornton  and  Co.  by 
Sir  Chas.   Price,  and  by  several   of  the 
most  respectable  houses  in  London.  Whe- 
ther that  opinion  was  right  or  wrong,  he 
would   not  say ;    but  when  it   was  ex- 
pressed by  a  deputation  from  the  most 
jrespectable    houses    in    London,   it    was 
rather  singular,  that  a  Resolution  should 
be  brought  forward,  asserting  that  there 
was    no     depreciation     in     the     public 
estimation.      But  he    did    not  mean    to 
eater  upon  the  general  principle  at  pre- 
sent ;    for  he  could  add  nothing  to  what 
liad  been  so  well  laid  down  by  his  Learned 
Friend  (Mr-  Horner).      He  believed  the 
cause  of  the  depreciation  was  an  excess ; 
and  he.could  have  no  doubt  of  the  excess. 
This  would  be  the  conclusien  in  ordinary 
times,  and  it  was  incumbent  on  the  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman   opposite,  to  shew 
that  the  eflect  was  to  be  attributed  to  some 
other  cause. — There  were  at  present  777 
country  banks,  endeavouring  to  circulate 
as  much  as  possible  without  any  check, 
and  the  circulation    was  to  be  presumed 
always  full.     An  Hon.  Gentleman  stated 
that  a  country  banker  wished  lately  to  cir- 
culate  notes  for   50,000/.   in  addition  to 
what  was  already  in  circulation,  but  that 
Jie   could    only    circulate     1,000/.    mo^e. 
This  failure  was  attributed  by  that  Hon. 


Gentlenian  and  himself  to  quite  diiFereat 
causes;    for  he  (Mr.  Tierney)  couJd  only 
attribute  the  failure  to  the  circolaiion  be- 
ing already  full,  and  that  there  was  no 
room  for  more.     When  there  are  so  many 
country  banks,  they  will   always  be  on 
the  watch  for  profit ;  and  if  there  is  a  ten- 
dency to  filling  it  becanvi  necessary  to 
shew  that  they  had  not  overshotthe  mark. 
— When  they  came  to  consider  deprecia- 
tion, which  was  no  more  than  a  presump- 
tion of  excess,  how  could  any  man  doubt 
that  excess  bad  given  occasion  to  it.     He 
would  say  one  word  as  to  depreciation. 
He  should  be  glad  if  any  other  word  in 
the  language  could  be  found   to  answer 
the  purpose  ;    for  it  might  be  understood 
to  mean  discredited.      There  was  no  one 
word,  he  believed,  could  express  the  pre- 
cise idea,  but  the  proper  idea,  he  believed, 
which  was  meant  to  be  conveyed,  was  les- 
sened in  value.      Paper  was  lessened  in 
value  by  the  price  of  gold  rising  above 
the  price  of  the  currency.     Though  he 
himself,   for   instance,  in    his   individual 
dealings  might  find  no  difference  between 
guineas  and  paper,  would   any  man  say, 
in  discussing  the  estimate  of  value,  that 
paper  was  equally  valuable  with  gold.    It 
had  been  urged  that  this  supposes  the  laws 
of  the  realm  to  be  broken ;  but  every  day 
they  were  broken  ;  and  though  this  might 
be  lamented  it  could  be  no  surprise.     No 
human  being  could  doubt,  that  if  gold  in. 
bullion  was  more  advantageous  than  paper, 
that  bullion  would  be  preferred  to  paper.  , 
When  persons    were  seen  every   wherdl 
alive  to  the  smallest  variations  of  stocky-? 
and  ready  to  take  advantage  of  an  cightlvx 
per  cent,  was  it  reasonable  to  think  that 
they  would,  in  this  case,  be  so  much  asleep 
as  not  to  convert  20s.  into  25s.  ?  Go  to  the 
bullion  merchant,  and  see  if   the  same 
quantity  of  bullion  can  be  got  for  paper 
as  for  guineas.      Supposing  a  person  to 
have  connectiqn  witlilreland,  which  would 
he  prefer  ?    How  then  could  it   be   said 
that  they  were  equal  ?  On  this  subject  he^:: 
should  say  less,  because  nothing  was  evert 
more  happily  exposed  and  ridiculed  than- 
the  proposition  was  by  a  Right  Hon.  Gent.  • 
(Mr.  Canning).     There  was  no  Resolution 
he  more  objected  to  than  that  which  attri-' 
buted  the  unfavourable  exchange   to    the 
state  of  our  trade.     Was   it,^hought  that 
the   opinions   of  the   Bnlliorl  Committee 
were  dangerous,  and  that  an  opinion  pub- 
licly expressed,  and  which  would  he  cir- 
culated   through6ut  all   Europe,  that  the 
enemy  of  this  country  had  been  able  to 
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effect  the  destruction.of.our  tTade,.was  not 
much  more  dang'erous.— AH  tiiis  would' 
be  much  better  if  pasffid,  hy-°  .It  is  ac- 
knowledging, that  aitiioL:,h!.we  iday  hsTe 
put  the  enemy  to  greM  distress,  ■  he  h;is 
put  us  to  siill  greater  distres?.-— The  Bul- 
lion Committee  had  been  caiied  theorists; 
but  they  pointed  to  a-remedy  ;  but  theiv 
opponents  point  out  no  reinedy,  which  is 
not  in  the  pov;er  of  the  enemy.  Every 
person  would  ere  long,  however,  become 
convinced  of  the  soundness  of  the  opinions 
of  the  BuUion  Committee,  and  althougb  a 
sudden  ^•.eduction  of  issues  might  be  dan- 
gerous, yet  it  would  be  iiecessarv  that  a  re- 
duction shouldsomehoworother  take  place. 
He  did  not  deny  that  the  evil  might  partly 
originate  in  our  emburrassments  abroad  ; 
but  that  could  be  nothing  like  tlte  whole 
cause,  and  oidif>ary  etieets  could  only  be 
ascribed  to  ordinary  causes;  and  their 
causes  were  the  issues.- — A  reductiort,  no 
<ioabt,  wouW  occasion  a  certain  inconve- 
nience, but  nh3t  was  the  sort  of  trade  if 
would  priucipaily  afTect  ?  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable Gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer)  would  wisli  that  in  the 
midst  of  an  expensive  war  we  should  feel 
110  inconvenience  ;  hut  no  madman  in 
Abyssinia  or  any  where  else  could  ima- 
gine that  in  waj-  it  could  be  so  managed  as 
that  we  should  not  know  wluether  we  were 
at  peace  or  war.  This  is  the  project  of 
the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  oppo- 
site, and  the  IWipble. Lord  (Castlereagh) 
under  the  Gallery.  They  support,  the 
Bank  Restriotionffon  anew  system, against 
which  he  should  raise  his  voice  as  pceg- 
jiant  with  ruin.  He  Uiuld  i;ot  conceive 
bow  any  country  could  be  going  on 
more  certainly  to  ruin  than  this,  if  the 
stoppage  of  the  Bank  should  be.adopted, 
not  from  principles  of  safety,  but  from 
principles  of  benefit.  Supposing  a  year 
of  scarcity,  what  would  become  of  us  ? — 
If  the  coin  be  gradually  leaving  the 
country,  the  day  would  come  when  no- 
thing but  paper  would  be  in  the  country. 
Plow  then  should  we  be  able  to  procure 
any  thing  from  abroad  ? — Lord  Liverpool 
seemed  to  have  written  with  a  prophetic 
eye  to  some  future  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, who  should  venture  to  maintain 
that  we  should  have  paper  at  home  that 
we  might  send  all  our  money  abroad. 
That  respectable  writer  stated  the  danger 
of  the  idea,  that  we  possessed  the  alchymy 
of  turning  paper  to  gold,  and  that  we 
might  export  all  our  gold  to  those  coun- 
tries who  did  not  possess  that  alchymy. 
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He  could  not  help  speaking  with  disdain, 
vvben  h«  hoard  a  ik'iti^h  Chau(J«llpr,,  of  the 
Exchequer  maintain, that  such  a  system 
should  i>e  persevered  in,  nut  for  safety,  but 
for  benefit,  and  for  the  more.efieclually 
carrying  on  f'jreiga  war.  This  was,  he 
owned,  more  than  he  expected  to  hear. 
That  was  the  first  thing  for  what  Parlia- 
ment ought  to  provide  a  remedy,  and  it 
would  be  doing  much,  if  he  could  ynevail 
on  Parliament  to  discountenance  such  an 
opinion.  The  Resolution  which  he  should 
propose  would  avoid  the  difficulty  of  the 
last  Resolution  of  his  Learned  Friend  (Mr. 
Horner).  It  was  impossible  to  say  what 
would  be  the  situation  of  the  country  at 
the  end  of  two  years;  definite  periods 
too  could  be  easily  enlarged,  as  there  were 
already  but  too  many  instances  of.  The 
best  thing,  therefore,  at  present,  was  to 
declare  that  nothing  could  justify  the  re- 
strictions but  the  public  safety.  He  be- 
lieved a  hint  would  go  a  great  way  with 
the  Bank  of  England.  It  had  been  stated 
by  a  Bauk  Director,  that  they  had  ad- 
vanced three  millions  v/ithout  interest  to 
Government,  and  this  was  renewed  at  the 
end  of  three  years ;  so  that  we  entered 
into  a  disgraceful  partnership  with  the 
Bank.  The  Bank  had  totally  left  the 
principles  upon  which  they  acted  pre- 
vious to  1797,  when  Mr.  Pitt,  in  t&e  pie,- 
nitude  of  his  power,  could  not  prevail  on 
the  Directors  to  lend  him  money  on  the 
land  and  malt-taxes,  to  enable  him  to  as- 
sist Austria.  He  did  not  blame  the  Di- 
rectors, but  it  was  certain  there  was  an 
entire  change  of  principles.  If  there  was 
no  change,  however,  there  could  be  no 
objection  to  his  motion,  which  was  to  de- 
clare, that  it  was  Isrghly  important  that 
the  Bank  restriction  should  be  removed  at 
the  earliest  period  at  which  it.  could  be 
done  consistent  with  the  public  safety^ 
and  that,  during  the  restrictions,  the  Bank 
should  continue  to  act  upon  the  principles 
upon  which  they  acted  previous  to  17yV. 
Sir  John  Sinclair  would  not  liave 
risen  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  discussion, 
and  after  so  many  speeches  of  extraordi- 
nary ability,  but  for  one  or  two  considera- 
tions. He  had  been  called  by  an  Ho?- 
npurable  Gentleman,  some  evenings  be- 
fore, a  proselyte.  He  did  {ict  believe  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  throw  any  slur  or  im- 
putation on  hh  (Sir  J.  Sinclair's)  conduct, 
not  being  conscious  of  havinj^  acted  upoa 
any  other  impressions  that  might  nflt'i- 
raUy  operate  on  a  mind  open  to  couvic--. 
tion.     He  had  opposed  the  restriction  in 
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1 797,  from  a  principle  of  public  duty,  con- 
ceiving it   to  be   injurious  to   the  public 
interest;  having  since  changed   his  opi- 
nions,  he  now  opposed  with  similar  mo- 
tives a  new  measure,  which  he  was  confix 
tlent  would  be  attended    with  the   most 
most    ruinous  effects.      Notwithstanding 
all  that  had  been  said  in  daily,  in  monthly, 
and  in  quarterly  publications  on  this  sub- 
ject, his  persuasions  remained  unaltered. 
He  held  that  there  were  two  sorts  of  cur- 
rency  in   the  country,  a  metallic   and  a 
representative    currency,    the    latter   of 
which  was  applicable  to  all  the  purposes 
of  the   former,  and  to  others  beside.     He 
wished  Gentlemen  to  turn  their  attention 
to  those  coantries  which  did  not  enjoy  the 
advantage  of  this  representative,  or  paper 
currency.     In  China,  he  begged  leave  to 
observe,  in  the  first  place,  there  was  a  po- 
pulation of  333  millions,  and  yet  there 
was  in  that  expensive  empire  no  coinage, 
nothing  but  cash  ;  he  did  not  know  whe- 
tl;er  they  borrowed  the  word  frono  us,  or 
we   from   them.     C^  laugh.)     Bank  mo- 
ney might  be  described  as  money  issuing 
upon  good  security,  and  always  returning 
in  a  limited  time  to  the  coffers  whence  it 
was  issued,  thus  constituting  an  unobjec- 
tionable and  perfect  circulating  modi  am. 
Would    not    paper    make    purchases    of 
every   description,  as  well  as  coin,  at  the 
-present  moment,  and  would  it  not  go  just 
Sis  far,  provided  it  was  in  sufficient  quan- 
tity ?  The  advaiitages  of  a  paper  currency 
he  conceived  to  be  these ;  first.  That  it 
might   be  increased  according  to  the  de- 
mands of  circulation  :  2dly,  Thtt  it  made 
us   independent  of  foreign  countries   for 
our   currency ;    and   lastlj-,  That   it  ex- 
erted a  magical  influence  on  all  internal 
improvements,    trade    and   manufactures 
Loans  were  in   consequence  easiij'^  made 
at  low   interest,  in  the  midst  of  expensive 
wars,  new  roads,  and  canals   undertaken^ 
and  the  spirit   of  enterprise   universally 
diffused.    (Hear,  hear,  hear,ftom  Mr.  Per- 
ceval.)   With  one  hand  Great  Britain  ap- 
peared  spreading    cultivation    over    the 
land,  and  with   the  other  extending  fo- 
reign commerce,  and  defeating  a  foreign 
enemy.      (Hear,  hear!)       Already   was 
Portugal  delivered,  and  he  ascribed  this 
glorious  event  to  the  abundance  of  our 
circulating  medium.     Our  modern  Mid- 
asses  might  dwell,  indeed,  upon  the  mis- 
chief of  an  excess  of  currency,  and  assert 
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its  existence  in  defiance  of  the   clearest 
and  most  indisputable  evidence.  (A  laugh.) 
He  regretted,    however,    that   the    effect 
said  to  have  been  wrought  upon  the  an- 
tient  Alchymist,  by  dipping  in  the  river 
Pactolus,  was  not  at  the    present  period 
likelj'  to  follovV  the  immersion  of  tl>e  Bul- 
lion  Committee    either   in   the   Thames, 
the  Tweed,  or"  the  Shannon,     (A  laugh.) 
A  work   had  been  published  by    a   Mr. 
Du  Pont,  entitled,   "  UEtat  de  France," 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Paris  Bank,  which 
failed  m  1806.     By  tbi    it  appeared  that 
its  capital  had  never  exceeded  2,{X)(),CXX)/. 
not  move  than  that   of  the  Bank  of  Scot- 
land, and  less  than  that  of  Ireland.     Was 
this  case,  tlien,  deserving  of  a  comparison 
to  that  of  the  Bank  of  England  ?   (Htar! 
hear!)    The  same   writer   made  another 
very  striking  observation.     The  quantity 
of  Bullion   in   India    was    enormous, — it 
was  constantly  increasing,   aad  yet  inter--- 
est  was  at   twel\^e  per  cent. ;  and  to  use 
his   own  expression,   '  Los    Pauvres  sout 
'  miserables,     et     les    riches    tous    me- 
'  chants.'  (A  lavgh.)  He  would  now  men- 
tion three  tests  by  which  an  excess  could 
be  judged  ;  did  Bank-iwtes  pass  currently 
from  haml  to  hand  ? — Were  they  received 
at  the  Exchequer? — And  did  the  circula- 
tion not  exceed    in  amount  the  revenue? 
If  these  questions  were   answered   in  the 
affirmative,  no  excess  could   have  taken 
place.     Having  made  these  remarks,  he 
would  now  simply  state  a  few  facts.    Dur- 
ing four  years  our  funded  debt  had  only 
increased  12,000,000/.  arid  since  1801,  the 
whole  increase  of  our  revenue  amounted 
only  to  13,37 3,000^.  [Hear!  ftear !].   Was 
it  possible  then  that  men  of  common  un- 
derstanding could  any  longer  assert  that 
our  resources  were  declining,  or  that  then? 
was  any  evil  in  our  present  systetn  of  cur- 
rency?   It   was   a  saying    of  Frederick 
the  Great,  that  it  was  a  happy  thing  the 
systems  of  metaphysicians  had  no  influ- 
ence on  the  price  of  the  quartern   loaf; 
and  in  the  same  spirit  he  earnestly  depte- 
cated  the  adoption  of  the  counsels  of  the 
Bullion  Committee,  w  hose  reasonings,  how- 
ever ingenious,  led  to  the  most  pernicious 
consequences.     The  greatness  and  welfare 
of  a  State  were  all  comprehended   in  the. 
preservation  of  its  established  religion,  its\ 
established  government,  and  its  establish- 
ed currency. 

(To  be  continued.)  , 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Dissenters'  Bill. Before  I  proceed 

to  remark  upon  what  has  taken  place  upon 
this  subject  since  my  last,  I  must  notice 
an  eimr  of  the  press  towards  the  close  of 
my  preceding  Article,  in  page  1293.  In 
speaking  of  the  modern  "  Saints,"  I  ob- 
served, that  their  liostility  to  the  Church 
was  for  the  tytkes,  which  they  would  exact 
as  rignroufily  as  the  present  clergy,  and 
would  deserve  them,  if  possible,  still  lt::s. 
There  was  an  omission  here.  I  meant, 
not  the  Clergy  in  general  ;    but;  the  it:ilfid 

non-residents. With  respect  to  the  law 

of  Exemption  from  the  Militia,  a  very 
obliging  friend  lias,  by  letter,  pjointed  out 
to  me  that  provision  in  the  Local  Militia 
Act,  which,  in  order  to  secure  a  licei^sed 
Teacher,  requires  that  he  should  not  be  in 
trade  or  in  the  pursuit  of  any  other  oca^joa- 
tion  ivhereby  to  qe(  his  livelihood.  I  was  not 
aware  of  these  words  in  that  Act ;  but, 
they  do  not  appear  to  me  to  nullify  the 
exempting  provision  of  the  Act  of  the  1 9th 
year  of  this  king's  reign,  which  provision 
has  never  been  repealed.  There  is  also,  in 
the  general  MiliUa  Act,  passed  in  the  l-2nd 
year  of  this  reign,  a  clause,  from  which 
one  wo^ld  conclude,  that  no  man  was  to 
be  exempted  on  account  of  beiiig  a  Dis- 
senting Minister,  unless  he  was  actually 
administering  to  a  separate  congregation, 
meeting  at  a  house  licensed  in  the  County, 
a  year  before  the  operation  of  thai  Act ; 
so  that,  according  to  that  Act,  no  man 
can  be  exempted  as  a  Dissenting  Minister, 
unless  he  be  the  Teacher  at  a  fixed  and 
separate  congregation,  and,  further,  uniess 
that  congregation  meet  in  a  building  that 
was  licensed  a  year  before  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber, 1802.  According  to  this  Act,  then, 
all  ihoae  meeting-houses, for  which  licenses 
have  been  obtained  since  ihe  year  1801, 
can  give  no  protection  to  their  ministers. 
That  Act,  if  obsefved,  takes  awav  ail  ex- 
emptions, on  account  of  the  Militia,  aris- 
ing from  the  officiating  at  any  ne'co  ineeiim^- 

houss  whatever. -Bat,  this  Act  did  not 

repeal  the  Act  of  the  19th  year  of  thr 
king's  reign  ;  and,  in  this  doubtful  $tate  of 
the  \?^\,  the  Justices  have  t>een  guided  by 
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the  Toleration  Acts,  and,  of  course,  all  who 
chooe  to  take  the  Oaths  and  subscribe 
the  Declaration,  are  exem[)led  from  ser- 
vice in  the  Militia. It  was  not  without 

some  reason,  then,  that  a  law  was  proposed 
to  make  the  present  laws  clear  in  their 
meaning  ;  for,  as  they  now  stand,  no  man 
can  know  how  to  act  in  the  .execution  of 
them  ;  but,  the  proposed  Act  went  farther 
than  this,  it  gave  a  power  to  the  Justices 
(and  wiihaut  any  exception  as  to  Police 
Magistrates)  to  ri;ject  applications  for  ii~ 
cences  on  the  score  of  character;  and^  it  was 
evident  enough,  that  they  would  not  con- 
sider a  bad  politician  to  be  a  siood  character. 
Hence  the  Act  would  have  become  an  in- 
sirument  in  the  hands  of  the  minister  for 
the  most  mischievous  purposes.  It  would 
have  added  to  the  enormous  ui^wewce,  which 
any  minister,  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
is  sure  to  possess  ;  and,  if  I  am  to  judge 
from  the  past,  the  modern  "  Saints"  would 
hnve  been  as  re?cly  tools  as  any  that  any 
Minister  has  yet  found. — ■ — If  any  proof 
had  been  wanting  of  the  truth  of  what  I 
said,  in  ray  last,  .of  the  disposition  of  these 
people  as  to  public  liberty,  they  have,  since- 
that  Article  was  wriUen,  ftirnished  .sucli 
proof  in  their  RESOLUTIONS,  which  will 
be  found  in  another  part  of  this  Number, 
and  which,  I  venture  to  say,  are  a  speci- 
men of  subservience  to  power  such  as  no 

man   can  find,  the  equal  of. In  these 

Resolutions  they  begin  their  Thanksgiving 
f.o  Mr.  Perceval.  And  for  what?  '\^  by, 
for  the  polite  attention  that  ho  gave  to 
their  representations,  and  for  liis  vrt  havii^g 
given  his  support  to  the  Bill  of  our  old  i'Viend, 
Lord  Sid  month,  late  Mr.  Henry  Adcliiig- 
ton,  sometime  Prime  Minister  of  the  King 
of  England  ;  for  his  vot  having  given  his 
support  to  this  Bill.  So  that,  in  the  eyes  of 
these  people,  it  is  a  merit  in  a  minister,  and 
he  is  to  be  thanked  by  the  people,  for  for' 
bearing  to  act  towards  them  in  a  bad  man- 
ner 1  These  people  had  before  publi.'ihed 
Resolutions,  in  which  ihey  described  the 
intended  Act  as  oppressive  and  as  a  violation 
of  the  constitution  ;  and  now  they  approach 
the  king's  ministers  with  humble  thanks,  that 
he  has  not  given  his  support  to  that  Act  ; 
that  is  to  say,  they  thanh  hira  for  not  har-« 
2  X 
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ing  violated  the  Constitution  in  order  to 
oppress  them.  What  should  wc  think  of 
a  man,  who,  upon  being  passed  quietly 
in  the  street  by  a  stronger  man,  were 
to  turn  about  and  fall  upon  his  knees 
and  bless  the  strong  man  for  his  good- 
ness in  not  having  kicked  him  or  knocked 
him  down  ?    What  should  we  say   of  this 

act? There   is    no    mystery    in    this, 

however.  There  are,  as  I  said  in  my 
last,  some  of  the  rankest  jobbers  in  Eng- 
land amongst  the  modern  "  Saints  ;"  and, 
upon  this  occasion,  they  have  had  the 
address  to  get  the^  p/<i  Dissenters  to  join 
them,  very  m^jqh, fas' jt, will  appear  in  the 
end,  to  the.h'umillafioii'of  the  latter,  who, 
I  am  persuaded,  would  never  have  passed 

this   Vote  of  Thanks. There  is  nothing 

at  all  of  a  mixed  character  in  this  pro- 
ceeding. It  is  clearly  an  act  of  party 
politics.  It  is  a  measure  adopted  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  supporting  the  ministry  ; 
and,  as  to  the  motive,  it  is  of  the  same  cha- 
racter  as   all    the   other   of  the  motives 

whence  such  actions  arise. There  was, 

I  am  informed,  a  stout  opposition  to  this 
vote  of  thanks ;  there  being,  at  least,  2 
to  3  against  it ;  but  the  opponents  con- 
sisted chiefly  of  the  Old  Dissenters,  who 
are   by   no   means    so  numerous    as    the 

"  Saints." These    latter   have  always 

been  amongst  the  foremost  of  the  enemies 
of  public  liberty  and  of  toleration  too,  ex> 
cept  as  far  as  related  to  themselves.  As 
I  said  before,  they  were  the  very  loudest 
of  all  in  the  hypocritical  cry  of  No 
Popery;  and  the  extent  of  their  inftaence, 
in  this  respect,  is  hardly  to  be  conceived. 
They  are  a  jobbing  crew.  They  are 
never  to  be  trusted  in  matters  of  politics, 
as    clearly    appears    I'rom    the-ir    conduct 

upon    this   occasion. They   have   had 

the  address  to  take  in  the  Old  Dissenters, 
who  would  not  have  been  affected  at  all 
by  the  proposed  Act,  or,  at  most,  but 
very  little  indeed.  T/icy  have  no  need  of 
exemptions  for  any  ministers  who  have 
not  separate  congregations  ;  they  have  no 
need  of  xvandering  licences  ;  they  have  no 
need  of  protections  for  itinerant  preachers  ; 
their  ministt-r  need  be  afraid  of  no  test  as 
to  character  or  uhUifi/.  Their  ministers 
are,  for  the  most  part,  men  of  considerable 
learnirtg,  and,  amongst,  them,  are  some  of 
tlie  most  learned  and  most  usefully  learned 
i!>en  in  the  kingdom.  Lord  Sidmouth's 
Act  (if  care  had  been  taken  to  provide 
due  precar. lions  as  to  the  Justices)  would 
not  hate  aftected  them  at  all.  'I'he  Act 
was  level i^xl  against  the  rauting,  foaming. 


bellowing  brotherhood,  who,  under  the 
pretence  of  being  inspired  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  utter  ravings  that  would  disgrace 
a  madhouse,  and  which  ravings  have  not 
unfrequently  the  effect  of  producing  mad- 
ness in  their  hearers,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
evils  that  must  necessarily   arise   from  the 

notions  they  inculcate. It  is  nonsense 

to  hope  for  any  support  to  the  cause  of 
public  liberty  from  these  men  or  their 
followers.  They  /vs'lll  never  do  it  any 
good.  If  the  cause  of  freedom  is  to  flou- 
rish, it  must  be  by  the  aid  of  light,  not 
darkness.  Besides,  these  people  have 
shown  their  intolerance  in  the  case  of  the 
Catholics.  The  best  way,  in  all  political 
estimates,  is  to  set  the  majority  of  this 
sect  down  along  with  the  old  full-blooded 
Anti-Jacobins,  and  then  we  are  sure  not 
to  be  deceived.  They  stood  there  before 
in  7Hy  estimation  ;  but  now  after  this  f'ote 
of  Thanks  to  Mr.  Perceval  and  the  rest  of 
the  Ministry,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
about  the  matter,  1  think,  in  the  mind  of 
any  impartial  man. 

Mr.  Drakapd At  page  1185  of  this 

Volume,  I  made  some  remarks  upon  the 
Affidavit  of  this  gentleman  and  upon  the 
speech  of  his  counsel,  Mit.  Brougham, 
when  the  former  was  brought  up  to  be 
judged. — —I  took  the  substance  of  the 
Affidavit  from  the  Couhieb  news-paper, 
because  in  that  paper  I  found  the  Jullest 

Report  of  the  proceedings. Mr.  Dra- 

KARD  is,  it  would  seem,  angry  with  me  for 
the  remarks  I  made,  and  he  has  sent  me  a 
letter  upon  the  subject  as  follows : — "  As 
"  you  have  thought  proper,  with  the  means 
"  of  correct  information  in  your  power,  to 
"  give  to  the  public  a  very  incorrect,  and 
"  in  some  respects  false  account  of  the 
"  substance  of  my  affidavit  in  mitigation 
"  of  punishment,  recently  filed  in  the 
"  Court  of  King's  Bench,  I  demand  of 
'*  you,  as  a  matter  of  right,  an  opportunity 
"  to  disavov),  in  your  paper,  the  senti- 
"  ments  which,  in  it,  have  been  impro- 
"  perly  attributed  tome.  This  I  now  do; 
"  — and  1  appeal  from  your  misrepresen- 
"  tations  to  the  affidavit  itself  as  published 
■'  in  the  Stamford  Netvs  of  Friday  May  the 
"  17th — also  to  observations  on  your  at- 
"  tack,  published   in  thi.t  print  on  Friday 

"  May  the   2i.th." This  is  the  whole 

of  his  letter,  except  that  he  refers  to  two 
other  publications,  in  which  his  affidavit  ha.s 
been  published,  and  which  can  be  of  no 
consequence  in  this  case  ;  for,  as  all  the 
copies  of  the  affidavit  are,  doubtless,  the 
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«ame,  one  reference  appears  to  be  quite 
sufficient.— — In  what  way,  then,  is  it,  that 
I  have  mis-stated  thisT\ffidavit  ? — Be  it  re- 
membered, that  I    professed  to   c'lva  no 
more  than   ihf  substance  of  it.     But,  how 
have  I  done   it  wrong  ?    This  gentleman 
seems  to  imagine,  that  I  must  necessarily 
have  read    the  affidavit  now  at   any  rate. 
I  have  ;  but  it  dees  not  follow  that  I  must 
have  read  it.     I  have,  however,  and   hnxv 
have  I  misrepresented  it  ?     There  is  only 
one  point  in  which  it   is,  or  can  be,  pre- 
tended, that  I  have  misrepresented  it;  and 
that    is  the  point  relating   to  the  contest 
between   Sir  Francis  Burdett   and   the 
House  of  Commons  upon  the  question  of 
privilege.     The   statement  which  I  copied 
from   the  Cobrier  represented  Mr.  Dra- 
KAiiD  as  having  said,  in  his  affidavit,  that 
"  upon  the  question  of  Parliamentary  Pri- 
"  vilege,  although   he  admired  the  prin- 
■**  ciples  and  conduct  of  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
**  dett,  lie  yet  took  that  part,  which,  at 
"  that  time,  was  unpopular,  and  left  himself 
*'  open  to  the  fury  of  the  MOB." — This  was 
the  representation  of  the  Courier.     And, 
in  what  was  it  *'  incorrect;"  in  what  was  it 
"false?"    Why  the   word  "  MOB"   was 
not  in  the  affidavit.     Well,  then,  the  word 
mob  ought  not  to  have  been  in  the  abbre- 
viation of  it,  perhaps ;    but,  what  great 
difference  is  there  in  the  word  mob  and  the 
word  populace,  used  in  such  a  case  r    Nay, 
if  it  had  been  the  word  "  gentlemen,"  would 
that  have   mended   the  matter  much  ?    A 
mere  word,   in  such  a  case,  is  nothing  at 
all.    This  was  what  the  affidavit  said  :  that 
Mr.  Drakard,  though  an  admirer  of  Sir 
Francis  Burdett's  conduct  in  general,  ex- 
pressed his  dissent  from  him  on  the  ques- 
tion of  Parliamentary  Privilege,  and  thereby 
EXPOSED  himself  to  the  displeasure,  at 
least,  of  those  who  thought  with  Sir  Fran- 
cis upon  that  subject.     What  signifies  it 
what  the  words  were?    It  is  of  no   conse- 
quence what  he   ca'ied  the  people.     That 
was  not  tlie  importan    point ;  for,  by  sa}'^- 
ing  that  he  exposed  himself,  he  necessarily 
designated   the    Burdettites   in    a  way 
much  more  strong  than  any  mere  name 

could    have    done    it. But,    since    he 

makes  so  much  of  this,  let  us  see  what  in- 
terpretation the  Attorney  General  gave  to 
his  words:  "Your  lordships,"  said  he, 
"  have  not  to  decide  whether  he  has  acted 
"'  laudably  or  otherwise  in  exposing  himself 
"  to  the  summary  justice  of  the  MOB,  by  not 
"  taking  the  popular  side  on  another  ques- 
"  tion."— -•  -This,  then,  was  his  interpre- 
tation of  1 1'.  plea  in  mitigation.     So  that. 


at  worst,  the  Courier  only  put  into  one 
word  what  the  affidavit  put  into  a  circum- 
locution.  But,  the    truth    is,    that    it 

was  not  of  the  word   MOB  that  I  found 
fault  so  much  as  with  the  sentiment  and  the-. 
occasion  of  stating  it.    The  question  of  Pri- 
vilege was  to  be  before  that  same  court  in 
a  few  days;  and,  besides  that,  was  I  not  to 
find  fault  with  a  writer,  who  spoke  in  com- 
mendation of  a  power  of  sending  a  man  to 
jail  during  pleasure,  without  any  oath  made 
against    him,  and   without  any  trial,  from 
first  to  last?    Mr.  Drakard  took  the  part 
opposite  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett.     Then  he 
must  have  been  for  this  power  of  imprison- 
ment; and,  if  he  was,  ario  1s,  of  opinion, 
that  such  a  power  ought  to  exist  in  England, 
he  must,  as  I  said,  be  very  happy  in  his 
present  situation,  seeing  that   he   has  not 
been   imprisoned,  'till    after  a  pleading, 
and  a  trial,  and  after  a  hearing  and  an  affi- 
davit besides.     Mr.  Gale  Jones  was  sent 
to  jail  without  any  of  these  ;  and,  if  it  was 
a  proper  thing  to  send  him  to  jail,  or,  if  it 
was  proper  for  a  power  of  so  sending  any 
man,  woman  or    child,  to  exist,    if  Mr. 
Drakard   entertained  a  conviction  of  the 
propriety  of  such  a  power,  then,  I  said,  and 
I  still  say,  much  good  may  it  do  him !  And, 
why  is  he  angry  ?    He  has  published,  in 
his  paper,  which  he  refers  to,  observations 
on  vi'hat  I  said  upon  the  occasion  here  re^ 
ferred  to.     In  those  observation?  he  abuses 
me.     I  expected  he  vi'ould  ;  but  thnt  was 
not  to  deter  me  from  doing  my  duty.  His 
abuse   of  me  will    not  efface   the  senti- 
ments of  his  affidavit.     Abuse  is  no  an- 
sxver  to   any  body.      It  is  no  answer  to 
bare  assertions,  much   less  to  arguments 

and  facts. Let  us  new  take   a  look  at; 

what  Judge  Grose  i.s  reported  to  have 
said  in  passing  sentence  upon  Mr.  Dra- 
kard ;  and  see  whether  the  substance  of 
the  affidavit  did  not  appear  to  the  Court 
in  the  same  light  as  it  did  to  the  reporter 

of  the  Courier. '•'  Mr.  Justice  Grose 

"  proceeded  to  pronounce  the  sentence  of 
"  the  Court  on  the  Defendant  in  this  case. 
"  He  was  brought  up  to  receive  the  Judg- 
"  raent  of  the  Court  for  a  Libel,  as  plain: 
"  and  clear  as  could  vvell  be  imagined; 
'^  going,  as  it  did,  to  impute  to  the  mili- 
"  tary  system  of  the  country,  improper 
'•'  and  cruel  methods  of  punishment,  there - 
"  by  to  excite  disaftection  and  disgust 
"  among  those  already  engaged  in  the 
"  service  of  the  army,  and  such  a  horror 
"  of  its  barbarity,  as  would  prevent  others 
'■■  from  embarking  in  it.  The  Court  had 
"  heard  and  read  his  ajjidavit  vi'\\.h  surprise, 
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"  seeing  that  in  it  the  Defendant  professed 
"  to  hold  in  admiration  the  Britiih  Const ilu- 
"  tion,  and  to  regard  it  as  afFording  ble.^s- 
"  ings  u-hich  no  other  nation  enjoyed, 
"  Such  sentiments  seemed  iiUerlv  incon- 
"  sLstent  with  the  tenor  of  the  libel  in  qiies- 
"  tion.  The  defendant  senned  to  think  that 
"  the  factof  his  having  in  other  pans  of  his 
"  publication,  held  up  the  Ruler  of  France  to 
*'  erecratiou  and  horror,  shoidd  operate  as 
"  an  excuse,  for  him  on  the  present  occa- 
"  sion.  The  Court  cozdd  not  allow,  how- 
"  ever,  that  it  should  serve  as  a  miligation 
"  of  a  Libel  against  any  part  of  the  Go- 
"  verument  QfotWs.>Coiintry,  that  the  au- 
"  thor  of  it,bdfl  .iiixiisdvthe  aieviy  alio.  In 
"  the  circ*sTi,sit»rfteesibf  the  case  the  sen- 
"  tcKce  (^fjt(Sf<«  'Court  was,  that  the  Defend- 
"  ant  do  pgy  a  fine  of  200/.  to  the  King, 
"  be  imprisoned  in  the  Castle  of  Lincoln 
"  for  ly  months,  and  at  the  expiry  of  that 
"  period,  do  enter  into  recognizances  to 
"  keep  the  pence  for  3  years,  himself  in 
"  400/.  and  two  sureties  in  200/.  each,  and 
"  be  afterwards  imprisoned  till  such  fine 
"  be  paid  and  sureties  found."—- -This  re- 
port is  taken  from  the  Morning  Chronf- 
CLE  of  the '25th  instant;  and,  to  avoid,  if 
possible,  the  charge  of  misrepresentation 
now,  I  will  take  the  report  from  the  Times 

of  the  same  day. "  The  defendant  now 

"  received  tiie  judgment  cf  the  Court  for 
"  the  libel  in  the  Stamford  News,  on  the 
"  subject  of  military  punishment  by  flog- 
'•'  ging.  Mr.  Justice  Grose,  in  passing  Ft, 
"  observed,  that  few  publications  were 
"  calculated  to  do  more  mischief  than  that 
"  of  which  the  defendant  had  been  found 
"  guilty  as  a  libel,  by  discomagingihe  re- 
*'  cruitment  of  our  army,  and  rendering 
"  those  who  had  entered  the  service  dis"^ 
"  satisfied  with  their  situaiions.  The  Court 
"  hadread  w'wh&w  prize  the  defend aru' s  affi. 
"  davit  in  mitigation  of  punishment,  in 
"  which  he  sv^ore  that  he'v.as  grntf'ul  to 
"  the  Const itiidon  under  luhich  he  lived,  and 
"  aware  (hat  upon  the  preservation  of  it 
"  depended  all  the  blessings  he  enjoyed'. 
'•'  Ihese  feedings  were  whnily  inconsistent 
'•-  with  the  present  libel.  The  defendant 
"  had  also  thought,  that  hv  addachig  to 
'*  the  Court  an  instance  in  which  he  bad 
"  s.dsd  against  the popubr  feeling,  lie  should 
"  be  in  some  di  gvee  pardoned  on  the  prc- 
"  smt  occasion.  Tiiat  xvns  not  so.  The 
«  Court  taking  all  the  circumstances  of 
"  the  defi-udant's  cate  into  their  condder- 
*'  atmn,  did  order  and  adjudge,  that  for  his 
"  ofience,  be  should  pay  to  the  King  a  fine 
"  of  20t)/.  and  be  impfiooned  in  his  Ma- 


"  jesty's  gaol  of  Lincoln  for  the  space  of 
"  18  calendar  months,  and  find  security 
"  for  his  good  behaviour  for  three  year* 
"  afterwards,    himself  in    400/.    and    two 

"  sureties   in    200/.    each." Is   it   not 

clear,  then,  that  Mr.  Drakard  did  make  a 
7/1,'rit  of  having  sided  v^ith  the  House  of 
Commons  against  Sir  Francis  Burdett }  Is 
it  not  clear,  that  he  expected  this  to  weigh 
in  his  favour  upon  tlie  present  occasion  .? 
Can  there  be  a  doubt,  that,  by  telling  the 
Judges,  that  he  had  sided  against  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  upon  the  great  question  of 
privilege,  he  hoped  and  expected  to  lighten 
his  punishment  ?    No  :    there  is  no  man 

can  doubt  this. But,  at  any  rate,  we 

see,  thatthis  had  not  much  eflect,  any  more 
than  the  attacks  upon  the  Emperor  of  France, 
which  Judge  Grose  did,  we  see,  call  "  2i- 
"  belling  the  enemy."  So  I  called  it  long 
ago;  and  most  solemnly  promised,  that  I 
never  wDuld  fay  ahy  thing  of  the  Emperor 
Nupoleon,  which  (if  I  had  truth  on  my 
side)  I  was  not  allowed  to  say^  of  the  King 
of  England  or  of  any  of  his  miinisters.  I 
expro-ised  my  surprise,  that  Mr.  Drakakd 
should  UizhQ  a  merit  of  abusing  Napoleon, 
and  that,  too,  in  the  very  same  court, 
where-  Mr.  Pi.ltier  had  been  tried  and 
convicted  of  the- m«3  of  having  abused 
him.  Our  >i'i  iters  will  i)ear  in  mind,  then, 
that  there  is  such  a  thin;>'  as  "  libelling  ths 
"  enemy  f  The  Mounino  Post  and  the 
CoiKiER  will  do  welt  to  bear  this  in  mind. 
Nobodj'  appears  to  have  belaboured  tlie 
Emjjeror  in  better  style  than  Mr.  Drakakd. 
The  Alfulavit  contained  some  passages' 
that  w  ovild  not  have  disgraced  the  Morning 
Post;  but,  as  Judoe  Guose  observed,  the 
wri:er  was  not  to  rub  off'  his  sins  against 
this  gov*.'rnment,  by  hoKimg  Buoniparle 
up  to  "  execration  and  horror.'*  Mr.  Dra- 
kard appears  to  have  thought,  that  he  was 
laying  up  a  stock  of  good  works  against  a 
day  of  judgment;  but,  alas !  he  was  de- 
ceived as  to  the  nature  of  those  works.  I 
wish  he  had  thought  a  liitie  more  upon 
this  matter,  before  he  brought  his  affi- 
davit forward.  It  he  had  reflected  well 
upon  u  hat  he  was  about,  I  am  sure  that 
be  tiever  would  have  put  his  hand  to  such 

an  ai]ii!avit.» 1  shall   notice  one  more 

ciicunistance,  relating  to  this  matter;  be- 
cause it  is  of  importance  in  a  public  point 

of  view. Mr.  Drakard,  in  the  Article 

of  Ids  paper  to  which  he  reft  rs,  has  all  sorts 
of  insiuuutions  and  charges  against  my  political 

viavs  and  luishcs. 1'his  of  itself  proves 

him  to  be  conscious  of  having  done 
wrung.  He  is^angry  at  seeing  a  just  jepiaik 
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or  two  made  upon  his  conduct;  and  he 
shows,  that  he  would,  if'he  could, annihilate 
the  man,  who  has  made  tliese  remarks. 
He  could  bite  his  own  tongue  off  for  hav- 
ing made  the  afTuiavit;  for  having  put 
forward,  in  mitigation,  his  abuse  of  Buo- 
naparte and  his  hostility  to  the  great 
cause  of  Sir  Fiancis  Eardett;  but,  lie 
could  freely  kill  me  for  having  posted  \ip 
the  thing  to  the  public.  This  is  the  real 
truth  of  the  matter.  His  paper  has  been, 
and,  I  hope,  will  still  be,  a  very  useful  one 
indeed.  If  there  was  such  a  paper  in 
every  county,  it  would  be  a  great  benefit 
to  the  nation;  but,  it  dees  not  follow 
thence,  that  the  proprietor  of  it  is  never 

to  be  found  fault  wirij. 1  am  not  at  all 

angry  with  him  for  his  abuse  of  me,  foul 
and  unmerited  as  it  is.  I  am  used  to 
abuse.  Every  one  that  takes  pen  in  hand 
seems  to  think  that  he  has  a  right  to  try 
upon  me  his  talent  at  abuse.  I  am  a 
sort  of  target  for  the  political  marks- 
men; and,  if  it  afTurds  them  any  satis- 
faction, I  am  sure  I  need  not  grum- 
ble, seeing  that  I  have  uniformly  found 
their  attacks  to  be  attended  with  ad- 
vantage. It  is,  besides,  what  I  have 
a  right  to  expect;  and  that  mart, 
v/ho  speaks  wholesome  truths,  must  be  a 

fool  not  to    lay  his  account  with  it. 

Mr.  Drakap.d  seems,  from  the  article  in 
his  paper,  to  be  outrageously  angry  with 
me  for  what  he  deems  an  evidence  of  my 
rshellious  spirit,  evinced,  as  he  thinks,  in 
the  sentiments  that  he  ascribes  to  me  re- 
lative to  the  decision  of  juries. 1  had 

smiled  at  his  having  hired  a  lawyer  to  say 
that  his   "  INTENTION   was  highly  cri- 

*'  7ninal." Whereupon  he  bursts  forth 

against  me  in  a  great  rage,  and  exclaims  : 
"  What  i  when  juries  acquit,  you  cry 
*'  trial  by  juvy  for  ever  !    But,   when  they 

"find  guilty,  you  cry  no  trial  byjury!" 

Really,  I  said  no  such  thing.  Keally,  I 
did  not  say,  or  insinuate,  that  the  jury 
had  done  wrong  in  finding  him  guilty, 
I  only  said,  that,  if  I  had  wished  the 
Judges  to  be  told  that  my  "  INTEN- 
"  TION  was  highly  criminal,"  I  would  not 
have  given  a  man  a  fee  to  tell  them  so  ; 
I  would  have  left  it  to  the  Attornev  Gene- 
ral, who,  at  any  rate,  would  have  taken 
no  money  from  me  for  the  trouble  of  tell- 
ing these  who  were  to  judge  me,  that  my 
"  intention  was  highly  crimimd."  This  was 
what  I  said,  and  not  a  word  about  the  ver- 
dict against  him  being  wrong.  Every 
man  must  know  his  own  heart  best;  men 
generally  instruct  their  counsel  what  to 
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say.j  and,  as  Mr.  Bkougham  did  so  ex- 
plicitly acknosvledge  that  Mr.  Drxkaud's 
"  intention  was  highly  criminal,"  it  would 
have  been  the  height  of  prestmiptioii 
in  me  to  pretend  to  tlispuie  the  fact; 
which,  iixleed,  I  did  not  venture  to  do^  my 
rciiiark  being  merely  of  an  economical 
turn,  am!  containing  an  opinion,  that  bj-^ 
leaving  the  thing  to  be  said  by  the  A'tor- 
ney  General,  some  expeiice  might  have 

been  saved. But,  laying  aside,  for  the 

present,  the  particular  ca^e  of  Mr.  T)r.\- 
KARi),  I  cannot  subscribe  to  the  doctrine, 
that  juries  can  never,  do  mtohg,  Mr.  Di!A- 
KAHD  should  hear  ;iii)tiiiritJ,llhdt  Jefferies 
and  ScuoGGsand  their-'assfttcii^crte^y'in  former 
times,  did  not  work  without -JURIES. 
He  should  bear  io  mind,  that  RtssEL  and 
Sidney  were  not  murdtred  without  the 
assistc^nce  of  Juries.  Not  .such  Juries,  he 
will  say,  os  tue  Jury  that  f  rand  him  guilty. 
No,  no.  I  am  av/are  of  that  as  well  as  he 
is.  His  was  an  upright  jury,  he  will  say; 
and,  1  am  sure  I  am  not  at  ail  disposed  to 
contradict  him.  But,  then,  he  fhould  not 
generalize.  He  should  not  talk  of  juries 
in  a  way  to  cause  it  to  be  believed,  that 
there  n'.ver  was  and  never  can  be  a  corrupt 
and  wicked  jury  ;  because,  if  this  be  as- 
sented to,  then  we  must  say,  that  Hussel 
and  Sidney  were  proved  to  be  traitors; 
that  the  verdict  against  them  was  just; 
that  they  deserved  their  fate ;  and  that 
the  two  acts  by  which  their  attainder  was 
taken  off  are  full  of  lies  and   calanmy 

against  their  judges  and  their  jurors. 

VVith  these  remarks,  I  shall  take  leave  of 
Mr.  Drakard's  sase,  very  sincerely  wish- 
ing him  health,  and  if  it  affords  him  any 
gratification  to  continue  his  abuse  of  me, 
I  would  by  no  means  wish  to  deprive  him 
of  it;  only,  I  beg  him  to  bear  in  mind, 
that  to  abuse  Buoniparte  is  not  a  sure  way 
of  laying  up  a  stock  of  good  works  as  ma- 
terials for  atonement. 

Portugal. Victory   of   Almf.ida. 

.The  Extraordinary    Gazette,  giving 

,  an  account  of  this  Victory,  will  be  found 
in  another  part  of  the  present  Number. 
But,  after  having  very  carefully  read  it,  I 
certainly  should  not  have  thought  I  had 
been  reading  about  a  Victory,  if  I  had  not 
been  told,  that  the  Fork  and  Taii-er  Gum 
ivere  fired,  and  the   Lord  Welleslcy's  House 

and  Gardens  Here  illuminated. From  the 

accounts,  at  first  received, one  wi  uld  have 
expected  to  hear  of  the  speedy  evacuation 
of  Spain  by  the  French.  The  news  came 
first  from  JBristol ;    and  on  the  25tlij  th« 
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venal  prints  published  the  following  arti- 
cle :  "  Three  Telegraphic  Messages  yes- 
"  terday  trom  Plymouth  confirmed  the 
"  (TLORIOUS  intelligejice  brought  to 
*'  Bristol  from  Oporto.  As  some  of  our 
**  readers  may  not  have  received  the  Paper 
"  that  contained  them,  we  re-publish  them 
"  to-day  : 

♦'  THE  FIRST  MESSAGE  WAS  : 

"  "  The  news  from  Oporto  via  Bristol  con- 
"  y  firmed." 

"  THE  SECOND  MESSAGE  : 

"  "  The  Enemy  lost  7,000— ii^e  \,9\0" 

"  TH^^-^ig^D  message: 
"  "  Lord  "\{^,^j,L^:^G^9N  ktp  thejield,  and 

"  "  MASSE^'/^/j^-rfH— — 

*'  The  renftqhider  of  the  communication 
*'  was  interrupted  by  a  fog  which  pre- 
"  vented  one  of  the  intermediate  tele- 
"  graphic  stations  from  distinguishing  the 
"  signals  of  that  immediately  below  it. 
"  But  this  morning  it  was  ascertained,  that 
"  the  Message  was,  Massena  hud  retreated 

"  still  further." This  was  the  news  that 

went  forth  over  the  kingdom  by  the  mail 
of  last  Saturday  night.  Would  not  the 
nation  be  less  deceived  i  f  it  had  no  press  at  all  ? 
Would  it  not  be  better  that  the  press  should 
be  wholly  silent,  than  that  it  should  ileal 
fearlessly  in  such  atrocious/a/sAooc?s,  while 
truth  circulated  through  it  may  be  a  crime  } 

When  the  reader  has  examined  the 

Gazette  Extraordinary,  he  will  see  how 
the  above  intelligence  has  been  verified  ; 
he  will  see  no  account  of  7,000  lost  by 
the  enemy  ;  no,  nor  of  five  hundred  ;  he 
will  see,  that  our  army  was  attacked  by 
the  enemy  ;  that  there  was  a  long  and 
destructive  though  not  a  general  battle  ; 
that  we  lost  a  great  many  officers  and 
men,  in  killed  and  wounded ;  and,  that 
we   also  had  some  hundreds    MISSING. 

We  are  told,  in  the  dispatch  of  Lord 

Talavera,  that  *'  the  enemy's  loss  has  also 
"  been  great;  and  they  left  400  killed  in 
•*  the  village  of  Fuentes  de  Honor,  and 
"  we  have  viany  prisoners."  Many  pri- 
soners !  Why  not  send  home  an  account 
of  them  ?  There  was  quite  time  enough 
for  it;  because  we  see  that  there  was  time 
to  get  complete  returns  of  the  state  of  all 
the  corps  in  our  own  army.  Prisoners  are 
taken  by  the  tale.  They  may  he  counted 
as  quickly  as  we  count  a  flock  of  sheep 
or  drove  of  oxen.  It  would  not  have 
taken  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  count  ten 
thousand  prisoners.  Every  Brigade,  or 
corps,  would,  of  course,  send  in  their  re- 
turn of  prisoners  along  with  their  return 
of  killed,  wounded,  and  ]\ySSING  j  and. 
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really,  it  does  appear  somewhat  odd,  that 
we  should  not  have  had  an  account  of 
these  prisoners.  They  arc  mayiy,  we  arc 
told  ;  but,  surely,  not  too  many  to  be 
counted  :  not  innumerahle  to  be  sure  !  Ob, 
poh  !  they  might  have  been  counted  some 
how  or  other,  unless  indeed  they  were  so 
numerous  as  to  require  all  our  people  to 
stand  sentinel  round  them.  There  may 
be  something  in  that ;  but,  then,  we  find 
that  our  people  found  time  to  count  their 

own  killed,  wounding,  and   missing. 

Lord  LivEUPooL,  in  bis  letter  to  the  Lord 
Mayor,  says  :  "  The  enemy's  loss  appears 
"  to  have  been  very  great,  in  killed, 
"  wounded,  and  prisoners,  but  no  return  has 
"  been  transmitted  of  the  exact  amount." 
His  Lordship  did  not  give  any  reason  for 
this;  and,  I  believe,  it  will  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  assign  any  reason  that  is  flattering 

to  the  public  wishes. There  is  no  such 

thing  as  telling  how  the  affair  took  place; 
but,  it  does  appear,  that  our  army  fell 
back  at  first,  "  Flung  back  its  flank,"  pet' 
haps,  or  *'  took  up  a  new  position.''  But, 
certainly,  it  did  move  backwards  after  the 
attack  began.  I  du  not  say,  that  it  was 
beaten  back,  or  driven  buck.  These  arer 
phrases  which  are  applicable  exclusively 
to  the  French.  But,  they  ?noved  backwards, 
and  that,  too,  after  the  French  began  to 
7Uove  forivards.  Ibis  is  very  clear  from. 
the  letter  of  the  Lord  Marshal,  who  says, 
that,  before  the  attack,  the  allied  army  had 
been  cantoned  along  the  river  DuasCasas, 
This  is  when  he  is  describing  the  state  of 
things  previous  to  the  attack.  And,  in 
speaking  of  tlie  first  hostile  movements  of 
the  enemy,  he  says,  the  enemy,  on  the 
3rd,  in  the  morning,  continued  their  marclv 
towards  the  Duas  Casas.  After  he  ha» 
spoken  of  the  battle,  or  of  the  several  at- 
tacks, rather ;  he,  in  his  short  U  tter  of  the 
10th  of  May,  says,  that  his  army  will  be 
"  lo-)norroiv  on  the  Duas  Casas,"*  which  is 
a  clear  proof,  that  they  had  gone  back 
from  the  Duas  Casas  after  the  advance  of 

the   enemy. Whatever   boasting   anil 

gun-firing  and  illuuiinating  there  have 
been  at  home,  1  must  say,  that  the  letter  of 
Talavera  is  not  a  bragging  one.  Its  tone 
is  low  ;  much  lower  than  any  that  I  have 
seen  irom  him  before.  He  speaks  of  the 
great  force  of  the  enemy  ;  of  his  supe- 
riority in  cavalry;  of  his  own  wants; 
and,  in  short,  the  tone  of  the  l"tter  is  the 
most  judicious  that  can  possibly   be,  let 

th«    result   be   what   it   may. As   to 

that  result  we  are,  however,  told  by 
our   venal  prints,   that  there  is  no  doubt 
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c<  all.  I  have  great  doubts ;  and  so 
will  the  reader,  if  he  has  courage  enough 
to  look  the  truth  in  the  face,  and  is 
independent  enough  only  to  think,  I  do 
not  say  to  speak,  for  that  is  rarely  in- 
deed to  be  met  with,  and  will  be  so  as 
long  as  the  Pitt  system  predominates; 
but,  if  he  has  courage  enough  to  think  for 
himself,  he  will  have  very  great  doubts  as 

to  the  result  of  the  campaign. It  is  only 

a  month  ago  that  we  were  thanking,  or 
that  the  parliament  were  thanking,  Lord 
Talavera  and  his  army  for  having  delivered 
Portugal  of  the  French.  Nothing  was 
then  talked  of  but  the  total  evacuation  of 
the  Peninsula;  Massena's  army  was  said 
to  be  put  kors-de  combat,  that  is,  that  it  was 
destroyed,  or  rendered  useless ;  and  even 
the  minister,  yea  the  prime  minister,  talk- 
ed with  exultation  of  the  confusion  into 
which  the  Emperor  must  be  thrown  by 
the  news  of  the  defeat  and  overthrow  and 
disgrace  and  annihilation  of  his  army  in 
Portugal;  and,  he  even  speculated  upon 
the  eifects,  which  that  event  would  pro- 
duce upon  other  nations,  in  the  way  of  ex- 
ample ;  contenting  himself  with  barely 
hinting  at  the  effects,  which  it  might  pro- 
duce in  France. And,  aiter  all  this,  do 

we  see  this  same  army,  this  run-away, 
humbled,  disgraced,  shattered,  overthrown, 
annihilated  army ;  do  we  see  this  same 
identical  army  come  and  attack  the  con- 
querors ?  Do  we  see  this  run-awaj^  array 
come  and  assail  their  pursuers,  make  dread- 
ful havock  amongst  them,  and  carry  off 
some  hundreds  of  them  prisoners,  including  7 
officers,  one  of  whom  a  Lieutenant  Colonel? 
The  public  will  now  believe,  perhaps, 
that  I  was  not  altogether  a  madman,  when 
I  was  answering  the  speech  of  Mr.  Peuce- 
VAL,  and  expressing  my  wonder  and  regret 
to  see  Mr.  Whitbread  hastening  to  make 
atonement  for  not  having  been  present  to 
join  in  the  vote  of  thanks  to  Lord  Talavera 

for  having   delivered  Portugal. If  the 

people  are  deceived  any  longer  it  is  not 
the  Lord  Marshal's  fault,  I  must  say  ;  for 
his  letter,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end, 
is  in  a  tone  not  to  excite  great  expecta- 
tions. He  tells  us  of  the  difficulties  and 
risks  he  has  to  meet.  He  does  not  hid  us 
he  confident ;  and,  I  should  not  at  all  won- 
der to  hear,  that  he  found  it  necessary  to 
fling  back  his  flank,  or  to  take  up  a  new 
position,  or  something  of  that  sort ;  for,  he 
is  now  at  a  distance  from  his  supplies.  He 
is  not  now  in  a  state  to  receive  aid  from 
his  shipping.  He  must,  I  suppose,  bring 
every  thing  he  gets  from  a  great  distance  j 


for  the  country  at  his  hack  has  been  ex- 
hausted and  laid  tvastc ;  and,  in  the  coun- 
try in  front  of  him  are  INlassena  and  his  ar- 
my. Whence,  then,  is  he  to  bring  provisions 
and  alhthe  various  things  necessary  for  his 
army?  Massena  has  retired  to  a  country 
that  has  not  been  so  completely  devastat- 
ed. He  has  something,  at  any  rale,  in 
his  rear.  Our  Commander  can  have  but 
very  little  indeed  ;  and,  of  course,  tlie 
longer  he  remains  where  he  is,  the  less  al)!e 

win  he  be  to  cope  with  the  enem}'. • 

This  state  of  things  was  to  be  foreseen,  I 
think,  from  the  beginning  of  the  retreat 
of  the  French,  unless,  iiifl^ed,  the  French 
army  had  been  beateh'^MHSitfe  stage  or 
other  of  the  retreat.  "Ifh^'fHaf  ^tjase,  our 
army  would  have  been  in  no  (Finger.  It 
might  have  separated  in  quest  of  provisions. 
Now  it  cannot.  It  must  remain  together  ; 
and,  the  necessity  of  remaining  together 
and  of  being  continually  ready  for  battle 
will  prevent  it  from  obtaining  supplies  ; 
and  will,  in  all  human  probability,  compel 
it  to  move  to  a  new  position  in  its  rear. 
I  am  aware  that  to  give  such  an  opinion  is 
not  the  ready  way  to  gain  believe  or 
praise ;  but  it  being  my  real  opinion,  I 
should  be  apolitical  cheat  if  I  did  not  ex- 
press it.  If  I  were  to  express  my  wishes,  I 
should  say  that  I  certainly  wish  for  the 
good  of  England;  but  wishes  and  expec- 
tations are  very  different.  I  may  zvish  for  fair 
weather,  but,  at  the  same  time,  may  expect  it 
to  rain  ;  and,  should  I  not  be  a  fool  to  affect 
to  expect  it  to  be  fair  merely  because  I 
wished  it  ?  Yet,  without  any  better  reason 
than  this  do  thousands  and  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  people  now  expect  to  hear, 
packet  after  packet,  that  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal are  wholly  evacuated  by  the  enemy. 
——Almeida  is  now  expected  to  fall. 
Suppose  it  does  ?  does  that  determine  any 
thing  ?  It  was  taken  from  us  last  year  and 
in  less  time  than  it  will  be  taken  now.  We 
did  not  look  upon  the  fall  of  it  as  being 
very  decisive.  But  mark  !  We  saw 
it  fall  without  marching  to  its  aid.  The 
French  have,  it  seems,  marched  to  its 
aid,  and  pretty  dearly  has  the  investment 
of  it  cost  us.  The  French,  it  seems, 
though  they  have  taken  some  of  our  army 
prisoners  and  carried  them  off,  have  r^- 
treated ;  that  is  to  say,  they  have  gone 
back  to  the  place  whence  they  marched 
to  the  attack.  But,  suppose  they  had 
gone  quite  away,  and  had  been  pursued 
by  our  army  ?  What,  then  ?  Did  not  we 
go  away  from  Busago  and  did  they  not  fol- 
low us,  and  did  we  not,  uevectheless,  claim 
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a  victory,  and  fire  the  Park  and  Tower  guns  ? 
'  In  short,  upon  a  calm  and  dispassionate 
view  of  the  situation  of  affairs  in  Portugal, 
the  least  I  can  look  forward  to  is  another 
long  and  harrassing  and  destructive  cam- 
paign, which  appears  to  be  now  only  be- 
ginning. The  expence  of  maintaining 
an  army  on  the  iVoutiers  of  Portugal  must 
now  be  enormous,  especially  if  it  be  cum- 
pelled  to  k'.ep  lo^eiitLr.  This  alone  seems 
to  m,e  to  be  worth  the  employment  of  a 
considerabfe  French  army,  which  costs 
France  nothing  at  all  ;  and,  if  any  mishap 
should,  at  such  a  distance  from  Lisbon, 
or  from  lh^^^be,fail  our  army,  there  is 
no  foresee^j^gfjw.hat  ;Tiay  be  the  conse- 
quenre,-— p-^^  Such  is  my  viCw  of  this  mat- 
ter ;  if  I  s^m  riglii,  wlial  I  t)ave  said  may, 
in  some,  tend  to  prepare  the  minds  of  my 
readers  for  untoward  eve  nts,  and,  if  I  am 
wrong,  my   error  cannot  possibly  do  any 

mischief. -As  J    am  sending  This  off  to 

the  press,  1  perceive,  that  there  is,  to  use 
the  words  of  the  Times  news-paper,  intel- 
ligence of  "  another  glorious  victorij" 
under  Marshal  Beresford,  I  hope  will- 
not  turn  out  to  be  "  another ;"  for,  really, 
to  talk  of  victories  that  bring  us  nothing 
but  killed,  iL-ouadtd,  and  vassini^,  is  quite  dis- 
gusting. 

Flogging  Soldjeks. This  subject, 

particularly  as  far  as  relates  to  the  Local 
MiLiTi.'v,  is  now;  taken  up  in  the  proper 
place,  and  it  is  in  proper  hands ;  those  of 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  who,  having  laid 
his  hand  to  the  plough  will  not  look  back. 

1  will  I-ere  insert  the  shoit  report  that 

is  given  of  what  passed  upon  tiie  subject, 
in  the  House  of  Comnnms,  on  Saturday, 
the  25th  instant,  as  I  find  it  in  the  Morn- 
ing  Chronicle, "  Sir  Francis   Bur- 

"  DF.TT  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
"  House  to  a  subject  upon  which  he  meant 
"  to  make  a  motion,  but  which  he  would  i 
"  not  now  press,  if  it  was  the  sense  of  the  ' 
"  House  that  it  ought  to  be  postponed. 
"  He  held  in  his  hand  a  written  statement 
"  from  a  respectable  Gentleman  at  Liver- 
"  pool,  upon  the  authenticity  of  which  he 
*'  had  every  reason  to  place  reliance,  and 
"  which  with  the  permission  of  tiic  House 
"  he  would  read. — The  letter  staled,  th.it 
"  during  the  period  on  which  tb.e  local 
"  militia  was  recently  called  out  at  Live.r- 
"  pool,  a  private  of  the  8th  company  in 
"  the  regiment,  named  Taylor,  had  writ- 
*'  ten  a  song  respecting  tl.e  service  of  the 
"  local  militia,  the  circumstances  of  their 
"  tveatpiynt  on  duty,  and  the  bread  served 


'•■  out  to  them  while  embodied.  This  song 
"  he  had  sung  amongs^l  his  comrades,  an(i 
"  afterwards  sent  the  manuscript  to  a 
"  printer's  to  have  a  number  struck  ofj'. 
•*  The  printer,  however,  before  lie  pnb- 
"  iished,  thought  it  necessary  to  submit  a 
"  ropy  for  the  peius.',!  of  Colonel  Earl, 
"  commander  of  the  regiment,  to  which 
"  Taylor  consented  ;  and  so  soon  as  Col. 
"  Earl  had  perused  it,  he  gave  orders  for 
"  the  arrest  and  confmeinent  of  TayJor,  in 
"  order  to  his  bting  brought  to  a  Court- 
"  martial.  In  two  hours  he  was  brought 
"  befoif  ih<:  Court  fortrial,  upon  the  charge 
"  of  publishing  this  song,  alleged  to  bean 
"  injurious  redectiOii  upon  the  regiment 
"  and  its  st^rvice,  and  he  was  remanded  to 
"  Cf.nljfiement  -with  the  allowance  of  an 
"  hour  to  prepare  for  his  defence.  At  the 
"  end  of  which  time  he  was  again  brought 
"  up,  when  he  avowed  having  written  the 
•'  song,  but  denied  any  criminal  intention, 
"and  he  produced  several  wimesses  to 
''  character.  He  was,  however,  found 
"  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  receive  200 
'*  lashes.  He  requested  to  be  furnished 
"  witli  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  pro- 
"  ceedings  against  him,  but  this  was  re-t 
"  fused  ;  and  in  two  hours  afterwards  ho 
"  v/as  marched  under  a  guard  to  the  pa- 
"  rade,  where  the  regiment  was  drawn  up. 
"  He  was  tied  up  to  the  halbei  ts,  and  re- 
"  reived  50  lashes,  but  the  remainder  were 
"  remitted  by  Col.  Earl.  The  letter  adds, 
"  that  the  writer  means  not  to  attach  any 
"  censure  upon-the  conduct  of  Col.  Earl, 
"  whom  it  states  to  be  an  humane  man  ; 
"  and  says,  that  many  Mem.bers  of  the 
"■  Court-martial  were  anxious  to  acquit 
"  the  man,  but  could  not,  upon  the  evi- 
"  dence  against  him.  It  slated,  also,  that 
"  Taylbr  is  a  person  of  most  excellent 
"  character,  in  reputable  life,  being  clerk 
"  to  the  Society  of  Lighter  and  Boat 
"  Owners  in  Liverpool ;  that  he  is  a  man 
"  of  good  moral  character,  and  of  educa- 
"  tion  and  mind  much  superior  to  his  sta- 
"  lion.  The  letter  concluded  with  request- 
"  ingtheHon.  Bart,  tobiing  tfie  subject  be- 
"  fore  Parliament,  and,  if  possil)le,  to  cause 
"  a  stop  to  be  put  to  a  species  of  punish - 
"  ment  so  calculated  to  excite  disgust. — 
"The  Hon.  Baronet  ihen  proceeded  to 
"  some  very  pointed  obseriations  upon  the 
"  punishment  of  flogging,  vvliich  had  as  it 
"  were  crept  unaccountably  into  the  Bri- 
"  lish  service,  as  one  which  was  abhorrent 
"  to  every  feeling  of  humanity  as  well  as 
"  of  British  freedom,  and  was  a  disgrace 
"  and  a  reproach  to  the  military  seryica 
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"  of  this  country.  He  concluded  by  mov- 
"  ing  ibr  that  which  Taylor  was  unable  to 
"  obtaiiij  namely,  a  copy   of  the   Minutes 

"  of  the  Court-martial. The  Chancel- 

"  LOR  OF  THE  iixcHEQUEii  observed,  that 
"  on  a  Saturday,  and  in  so  lliin  a  House, 
"  it  was  not  usnal  to  expect  motions  of 
"  such  iinpo:tanceas  to  call  for  discussion. 
"  Before,  however,  he  could  consent  to 
'f  the  motion,  he  should  wish  a  fuller 
"  House,  and  some  opportunity  for  in- 
"  quiry.  He  therefore  hoped  the  Hon. 
"  Baronet  would  have  no  objection  to  post- 
"  pone  his  motion.  After  some  conversa- 
•'  tion    the   motion    was   postponed    until 

**  Thursday  se'nnight," 1  hi-s  subject  is 

of  much   more  importance   than   are  the 

battlesin  Spain  and  Portugal. -ft  did  not 

seem,  one  would  iiave  thought,  to  require 
SI  very  Jull  House,  or  much  consideration, 
to  vote  for  the  production  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Court  Martial.  The  same  was 
done  last  session  by  the  same  member, 
and  the  consequences,   in  the  case  of  Jef- 

ftry,  are  well  known. 1  do  not  mean  to 

insinua^,e,  that  there  is,  on  the  part  of  the 
ministry,   any  intention  or  wish,  to  smo- 

■  ther  the  proposed  mquiry;  but,  certainly, 
the  sooner  it  is  goiie  inso  the  better;  and 
the  more  full  and  solemn  the  discussion 
the  more  advantageous  will  be  the  effects, 
1  am  very  glad  to  see  the  thing  en- 
tered on  with  such  temper.  Why  it  should 
create  heat  in  any  party,  I  kr.ow  not ;  but, 
certainly  it  has  had  that  effect,  in  most 
cases,  hitherto.  Now,  hoiwever,  we  shall, 
1  trust,  hear  it  soberly,  coolly,  and  man- 
fully discussed.  The  House  of  Commons 
Tote  the  money  to  pay  the  soldiers;  it  is 
there  where  the  laws,  originate  for  the 
governing  of  them  ;  and  surely,  it  is 
there,  where  inquiries  ought  to  be  made 
into  the  creutrnent  of  them  ;  fof,  I  think,  no 
one  will  ixny  longer  have  the  impudence 
to  assert,  that  "  the  soldier  is  out  of  thepale 
*'  of  the  ConstUution." 

W^*.  COBBETT. 

V     State  Prison,  Neiv^ate,  'i'u&sday. 
May  28.  181  J. 

PROTESTANT  DISSENTERS. 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  Protestant  Dis- 
senters, and  other  Friends  to  Reiif>ious  Li- 
berty, at  the  Londnn  Tavern,  Bisiiopsgate- 
street,  on  Friday,  May  24,  18  I  1,  convened 
to  receive  the  Report  of  the  Comtnittee 
appointed  at  a  former  Meeting,  to  prevent 
by  every  legitimate  etlbrt  the  successful 
progress  of  a  Bill  introduced  into  Parlia- 
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ment  by  Viscount  Sidmoutb,  relating  to 
the  Acts  for  Religious  Toleration  ; 

Samuel  Mills,  Esq.  in  the  Chair: 

The  Committee  reported,  That  by  great 
exertions,  aided  by  the  generous  senti- 
ments which  were  universally  excited, 
they  had  obtained  in  48  hours  3j6  Peti- 
tions from  various  Congregations  within 
120  miles  of  the  metropolis,  signed  only 
by  Males  exceeding  16  years  of  age,  (ex- 
clusive of  many  Petitions  that  have  been 
sulisequently  received)  that  those  Petitions 
had  been  presented  to  the  House  of  Lords 
on  Tuesday  ;'  and  that  in  <5onsequence  of 
the  number  and  respectability^  of  the  Pe- 
titioners, of  the  attention  of  hisiVIajrsty's 
Government,  and  of  the  assistance  ot  many 
liberal-minded  Peers,  the  motion  that  the 
Bill  should  be  read  for  the  second  time 
was  negatived  without  a  division,  and  the 
Bill  was  consequently  rejected. 
Resolved, 

1.  That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  is 
highly  satisfactory  to  this  Meeting  ;  that, 
loving  religion,  liberty,  and  their  native 
land,  they  rejoice  at  the  speedy  rejection 
of  a  Bill  which  would  have  limited  the 
diffusion  of  religious  light,  have  enfeebled 
the  energy  of  freedom,  and  by  producing 
internal  dissentions  have  inflicted  upon 
their  country  a  dangerous  wound :  and 
that  they  particularly  rejoice  that  this  ef- 
fect has  resulted  from  the  zeal  displayed 
by  the  friends  to  Religious  Liberty  of 
every  denomination,  and  that  complete 
success  ha?  conferred  on  their  labours  an 
adequate  reward. 

2.  That  this  Meeting  congratulate  Mi- 
nisters and  other  friends  resident  in  every 
part  of  the  empire,  on  this  memorable  re- 
sult, on  the  just  displeasure  they  have  ma- 
nitested  at  the  first  effort  of  reviving  into- 
lerance, on  their  consequent  attention  to 
the  recommendations  of  the  former  Meet- 
ing, on  their  liberal  promises  of  pecuniary 
aid,  and  on  the  pledges  they  have  given 
of  their  determination  to  resist  any  en- 
cro^achments  on  the  Acts  of  Toleration, 
and  every  future  attempt  to  restrict  useful 
and  pious  teachers  from  disseminating 
Ciiristian  principles,  and  thereby  promot- 
ing the  salvation  of  men. 

3.  That  anxious  to  vindicate  Protestant 
Dissenters  from  the  unmerited  imputation 
of  having  acted  with  insincerity  or  from 
caprice,  this  Meeting  declare  that  all 
communications  alleged  to  have  occurred 
between  individual  Dissenters  and  the 
Framer  of  the  Bill,  were  unaathcrized  by 
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any  body  of  Protestant  Dissenters ;  and 
that  any  favourable  opinions  of  the  mea- 
sure which  such  persons  might  avow  have 
never  obtained  the  sanction  of  genei  al  ap- 
probation. 

4-.  That  the  inconveniencies  which  have 
long  resulted  from  the  want  of  union  and 
co-operation  among  Protestant  Dissenters 
for  the  protection  of  their  Religious  Rights, 
the  necessity  which  has  been  demonstrated 
for  the  appointment  of  persons  authorized 
vigilantly  to  watch  against  innovation  on 
their  privileges,as  well  as  the  constructions 
that  have  been  pijt  on  the  Acts  of  Tolera- 
tion ;  the  assumption  by  Magistrates  of 
judicial  authority  in  the  execution  of  some 
of  the  provisions  of  those  Acts,  as  to  which 
their  power  is  only  ministerial;  the  recent 
violent  outrages  which  have  been  commit- 
ted, against  their  Meeting  houses  and 
Preachers,  in  Suffolk  and  Kent ;  and  the 
harsh  revival  of  the  intolerant  provisions 
of  the  Conventicle  Act  ^n  Berkshire, 
against  persons  guilty  only  of  assembling 
to  pray  to  God,  induce  this  Meeting  to 
recommend  that  a  Society  be  formed  of 
the  Ministers  of  Congregations  of  Protest- 
ant Dissenters,  and  of  other  persons  as- 
sembling under  the  Act  of  Toleration 
throughout  England  and  Wales,  to  defend 
themselves  against  these  evils,  and  that 
any  balance  of  monies  which  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  former  Meeting, 
may  eventually  retain,  be  applied  by  them 
towards  the  formation,  and  for  the  pur- 
poses of  such  society. 

5.  That  the  same  Committee  be  re- 
quested to  prepare  the  plan  of  such  so- 
ciety ;  to  invite  the  concurrence  of  every 
congregation  assembling  under  the  Acts 
of  Toleration;  and  to  carry  any  plan  they 
may  deem  eligible  into  immediate  efiect. 

6.  That,  as  expences  have  been  una- 
voidably incurred  to  an  amount  certainly 
great,  although  unascertained,  all  Gentle- 
men present  at  this  Meeting  be  requested 
to  subscribe  such  sums  as  their  liberality 
may  suggest;  and  that  all  congregations 
be  requested  to  transmit  their  collective 
contributions,  or  individual  assistance,  to 
the  Treasurer,  Robert  Steven,  Esq.  at  101, 
Upper  Thames-street,  or  at  the  London 
Tavern,  Bishopsgate-street;  or  New  Lon- 
don Tavern,  Cheapside  ;  or  to  Sir  James 
Esdaile  and  Co.  and  Messrs.  Robarts,  Cur- 
tis, and  Co.  Lombard-street ;  and  Messrs. 
Down,  Thornton,  and  Free,  Bartholomew- 
lane,  without  any  avoidable  delay;  and 
that  the  Committee  appointed  at  the  last 
Meeting  be  solicited  to  continue  to  exe- 


I  cute  all  the  powers  with  which  they  were 
then  invested,  and  which  they  have  so 
usefully'  employed. 

7.  That  the  energetic  and  judicious  ex- 
ertions of  that  Committee,  who  have 
awakened  with  so  much  advantage  a. 
laudable  spirit  among  Protestant  Dissent- 
ers, and  the  friends  to  Religious  Liberty, 
merit  the  highest  approbation;  and  pre- 
sent an  example  for  universal  imitation, 
whenever  the  smallest  infringement  of  the 
most  extensive  Toleration  be  hereafter  at- 
tempted. 

8.  That  the  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be^ 
presented  to  the  Right  Hon.  Spencer  Per- 
ceval, for  the  politeness  with  which  he  at- 
tended to  the  representations  of  their  Com- 
mittee ;  and  to  every  Member  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  for  withholding  from 
the  Bill  their  important  support. 

9.  That  this  Meeting  cannot  adequately 
praise  the  Right  Honourable  Earls  Stan- 
hope and  Grey,  and  Lords  Holland  and 
Erskine,  for  their  manly  and  eloquent  op- 
position to  the  principles  and  provisions  of 
the  Bill,  and  for  their  unanswerable  de- 
fence of  Religious  Liberty— but  that  they 
be  requested  to  accept  of  their  warmest 
thanks. 

10.  That  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk, the  Most  Noble  the  Marquis  of  Lans- 
downe,  and  the  Right  Honourable  Earls 
Moira,  Lauderdale,  and  Rosslyn,  have,  by 
their  prompt  and  generous  assistance,  ex- 
cited in  this  Meeting  the  most  ardent  gra- 
titude. 

11.  That  the  Committee  for  guarding 
the  Privileges  of  the  Methodists  in  the 
connection  of  the  late  Reverend  JohnWes- 
ley,  having  essentially  contributed  to  this 
important  succe*  by  their  concurrent  ef- 
forts and  cheerful  co-operation,  have  in- 
creased the  esteem  which  this  Meeting 
previously  entertained,  and  have  proved 
themselves  to  be  sincere  friends  to  the 
best  interests  of  mankmd. 

1 2.  That  this  Meeting  are  also  grateful 
to  those  Clergymen  and  other  Members 
of  the  Established  Church,  who  by  their 
strenuous  opposition  to  the  rejected  Bill, 
have  evinced  their  unfeigned  attachment 
to  the  cause  of  Religious  Liberty. 

13.  That  the  attentions  of  the  worship- 
ful the  Mayor  and  other  Gentlemen  of 
Bristol,  and  of  the  Members  of  several  Cor- 
porations, have  made  an  indelible  impres- 
sion on  this  Meeting,  and  are  entitled  to 
gratitude,  permanent  and  sincere. 

H.  That  this  Meeting  are  most  happy 
to  renew  their  grateful  acknowledgments 
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to  Samuel  Mills,  Esq.  the  Chairman,  for 
the  liberality  of  principle  and  the  pro- 
priety of  conduct  which  he  has  manifested 
on  the  present  and  on  the  former  occasion. 

1^.  That  ihe  able,  unwearied,  and  dis- 
interested exertions  of  Thomas  Pellat, 
Esq.  and  John  Wilks,  Esq.  the  Secretaries 
to  the  Commiltee,  have  procured  for  them 
the  respect  of  this  Meeting,  and  merit 
universal  approbation. 

16.  That  these  Resolutions  be  comm.u- 
nicated  to  the  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen 
to  whom  they  relate,  and  that  they  be 
printed,  advertised  in  the  Newspapers,  and 
circulated  at  tlie  discretion  of  the  Com- 
mittee ;  and  that  they  be  also  requested 
to  collect  and  publish  all  the  Proceedings 
which  have  occurred,  that  a  Record  may 
remain  to  gratify  contemporaneous  en- 
quiry, and  to  excite  and  direct  the  efforts 
of  future  generations. 

Samuel  Mills,  Chairman. 

BULLION  DEBATE. 

(Condiided  from  page  1 3  1 2  J 

He  must  resist,  therefore, 

any  innovation  upon  the  last,  as  one  of  the 
three  important  links  of  society  ;  and  he 
was  deeply  impressed  that  on  the  erent  of 
this  discussion  depended  the  prosperity 
and  the  best  interests  of  the  British  Em- 
pire. 

Mr.  Manning  defended  the  conduct  of 
the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
denied  that  the  Bank  had  any  interest  dis- 
tinct from  that  of  the  public.  In  speak- 
ing from  himself,  which  he  had  done  in 
all  that  he  had  said  upon  this  subject,  and 
not  as  a  person  commissioned  to  state  to 
that  House  the  sentiments  of  the  Bank,  he 
was  free  to  say  that  his  situation  as  a  Di- 
rector, derived  to  him  no  advantage  what- 
ever, save  wiiattloued  to  him  in  the  chan- 
nel of  the  public  interests.  He  was  no 
farther  a  stockholder  than  as  holding  that 
portion  of  stock  which  was  necessary  for 
him  to  qualify  himself  for  his  situation  as 
Bank  Director,  and  he  had  no  connection 
with  the  stocks  but  as  a  Bank  Director.  In 
order  to  shew  that  the  arguments  which 
had  been  resorted  to,  to  prove  the  depre- 
ciation of  the  paper  currency,  from  <he 
high  price  of  guineas,  he  stated  there  was 
a  Dutch  gold  coin,  called  the  Ruyder, 
which  was  worth  fourteen  guilders,  but 
which,  by  the  laws  of  Holland,  was  not 
exportable.  It  was  well  known  that  a 
piece  of  bullion,  of  equal  weight  and  fine- 
ness, would   in   HoUaad  sell  for   12  per 
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cent,  more  than  the  Ruyder,  because  the 
Ruyder  v/as  not  exportable.  He  repeated 
his  vindication  of  the  Bank,  and  contended 
that  their  paper  issue  was  not  regulated 
with  a  view  to  the  raising  of  any  exces- 
sive or  unreasonable  profit. 

Mr.  HusKissoN  rose  merely  to  make 
one  or  two  observations  upon  what  had 
fallen  from  the  Right  Honourable  Baronet 
and  the  Hon.  Genileman  who  had  just  sat 
down.  He  apprehended  that  the  Right 
Hon.  Bart,  had  in  his  zeal  for  the  paper 
cause  let  out  considerably  more  than  the 
advocates  of  paper  could  wish  to  have 
disclosed.  He  seemed  notidi^jE  to  deny 
the  evils  of  -an  e"cessive  paper  issue,  but 
to  hail  it  as  another  and  most  promising 
system  of  finance  ;  and  that,  as  for  the 
vulgar  prejudices  in  favour  of  gold  and 
silver,  that  they  ought  to  be  at  once  ex- 
ploded or  left  merely  to  those  modern  Mi- 
dasses  who  would  ruin  the  country  in  the 
fury  of  their  speculations;  this  glorious 
paper  system  was  to  rescue  us  from  all 
the  horrors  of  gold  and  silver  which  the 
Right  Honourable  Baronet  had  proved  by 
a  quotation  from  a  French  panqjhlot  must 
inevitabl}'^  make  "  the  poor  miserable  aad 
the  rich  wicked  and  powerful."  \\  itli 
respect  to  the  Dutch  coin  mentioned  by 
the  Honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Baring) 
the  Ruyder,  he  believed,  was  the  oldest 
coin  in  Holland.  It  was  certainly  prohi- 
bited from  exportation  by  one  of  those 
absurd  laws  which  were  allowed  to  con- 
tinue in  many  countries  without  one  rea- 
son to  warrant  the  continuance  of  their 
operation.  But  the  instance  put  by  the 
Honourable  Gentleman,  could  not  apply 
unless  he  was  prepared  to  state  thai,  the 
Ruyder  had  not  become  deteriorated.  It 
was  certainly  a  very  old  coin  ;  and  tho 
coin  to  which  the  Dutch  directed  their  at- 
tention chiefly  was  the  ducat,  which  was 
exportable,  so  that  the  probability  was, 
that  the  Ruyder  hlid  become  deteriorated 
— with  regard  to  the  3rd  Resolution,  he 
wished  to  know  from  the  Right  Hon. 
Gent,  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  equira- 
lent"  in  that  resolution;  was  it  the  deno- 
minations uere  the  same — of  this  there 
could  be  no  question ;  was  it  that  their 
intrinsic  value  was  the  same,  or  was  it 
that  they  had  the  same  exchangeable 
value  ?  Are  the  two  commodities  inter- 
changeable ?  No;  then  what  was  the 
meaning  of  "  equivalent  V  standard  was 
the  measure  of  equivalency.  If  tlie  Assay- 
master,  the  favourite  witness,  Mr.  Meale, 
was  called  and  asked  as  to  this  point,  he 
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(Mr.  Huskisson)  should  wish  to  put  him 
two  questions  only  ; — first,  "  Are  the  dol- 
lars and  the  crown-pieces  equivalent  ?" 
and  this  he  would  certainly  answer,  no. 
The  second  question  would  be,  "  By  what 
process  can  you  make  thorn  equivalent  t" 
the  only  reply  he  could  give  to  this,  would 
be  perhaps,  a  lau2;h — because  the  thing 
was  impossible — they  could  not  be  made 
equivalent.  It  was  absurd  to  talk  of  a 
standard  when  it  could  be  traced  only  to 
a  penal  law.  An  equivalent  in  such  a 
case  could  ohly  be  compared  to  the  story 
of  the  Scholars,  who  complaining  of  the 
diminution  of  their  commons,  were  do- 
sired  to  get  a  pair  of  tnagtiifying  glasses, 
through  which  to  view  their  allowance. 
Such  was  the  case  with  the  dollars — Gen- 
tlemen had  only  to  view  them  through  a 
different  medium,  and  they  would  per- 
ceive them  to  be  larger  one  day  than  they 
had  been  the  preceding. 

Mr.  Manning  explained^  that  the  Pro- 
clamation as  to  the  rise  in  the  value  of 
dollars  would  put  the  Bank  to  a  loss  of  6d. 
upon  every  dollar  then  in  circulation, 
amounlinf^  to  several  millions  in  number 
—a  sacrifice  of  no  trifling  amount,  for  the 
convenience  of  the  public.  The  Bank 
was  not  desirous  of  continuing  those  is- 
sues ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  would  be 
anxious  to  withdraw  from  thera  whenever 
the  Executive  Government  found  itself 
enabled  to  dispense  with  the  Bank's  ser- 
vices. He  regretted  the  resolution  as  to 
the  rise  in  the  dollars  had  not  originated 
in  that  House.  To  the  Bank  it  would 
prove  a  loss  of  50,000/.  or  60,000/. 

Mr.  HusKissoN  eT^'phiineii. 

Mr.  S.  Thounton  stated,  that  within 
these  two  days  a  banker  had  put  into  his 
hands  £00  r-jineas  in  gold,  requesting  to 
have  in  exchange  for  tht:m,  from  the  Bank, 
tokens  to  the  amount,  at  the  rate  of  5s.  Od. 
each  j  and  a  similar  application  had  been 
made  a  few  days  before  for  an  exchange 
as  between  guineas  and  tokens,  to  the 
amount  of  300/.  This  was  better  than  any 
,  reasoning  as  to  their  value  could  be  sup- 
posed to  he. 

■  Mr.  WiLBERFORCE  was  sa.ijfied  the 
effect  of  the  present  discussion  would  be 
gradually  to  lead  to  true  and  just  princi- 
ples on  the  subject;  and  he  was  also  satis- 
fied that  they  would  be  found  to  be  the 
best  friends  to  the  country  who  advised, 
that  even  in  a  state  of  prosperity,  the 
present  system  should  not  be  pushed  too 
far. 

Mr.  Baring  contended  that  the  country 
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was  in  such  a  fictitious  state  as  to  everj*- 
part  of  political  economy,  that  she  could 
not  go  on  with  a  circulation  adapted  to 
legitimate  purposes.  At  the  present, how- 
ever, such  was  the  state  of  the  Continent, 
and  of  our  trade,  that  it  was  impossible 
for  us  to  bring  back  the  precious  metals 
into  circulation.  'I'o  talk  in  this  situation, 
ns  a  Right  Honourable  Cenlleman  (Hus- 
kissou)  had  done,  of  the  Theories  of  Loi  ke 
or  Newton,  was  not  more  absurd  than  the 
reasoning  of  an  Honourable  Gentleman 
last  night,  who  carried  the  House  back  to 
the  days  of  Moses. 

Mr.  HusKisscN  explained. — The  House 
then  divided. 

For  the  Resolution 70 

For  the  Amendment  ,  24 

Majority  in  favour  of  the  Resolu-  — 
tion 52 

Mr.  Horner  then  proposed  his  several 
Amendments  to  the  Resolutions  of  Mr. 
Vansittart,  not  with  the  view  to  any  dis- 
cussion, but  that  they  might  be  entered  on 
the  Journals. 

Mr.  Vansittart  denied  the  facts  as- 
serted in  Mr.  Horner's  Amendments. 

Mr.  Horner  was  content  that  the  mat- 
ter should  now  rest  on  their  counter- 
assertions,  which  would  thus  appear  op- 
posed to  each  other. on  the  Journals. 
,  Mr.  Horner's  Amendments  to  the  seve- 
ral Resolutions  were  then  put  and  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Tierney  proposed  his  Amendment, 
as  an  addition  to  the  Sixteenth  Resolution; 
but  this  addition  was  also  negatived. 

The  whole  of  the  Resolutions  being  put, 
were  agreed  to. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
Portugal. — The  War. — Downhi'^- Street, 
May  25ih,  1811. — Dispatches  of  v: hick 
thsJblloii/77^  are  copie^i,  tv ere  this  day  rC' 
ceivcd  at  the  Earl  of  Livtr pool's  Office, 
addressed  to  !r.s  Lordship  by  Lieutenant 
General  Lord  Viscount  IVeUington,  K.  li., 
dated  Villa  Formosa,  8ih  and  lOth  of 
May. 

Villa  Formosa,  May  Sih,  1811. 
My  Lord  ; — '1  he  enemy's  whole  army, 
consisting  os  the  2il,  (ith,  and  8t!i  corps, 
and  all  the  cavalry  which  could  be  col- 
lected in  Castille  and  Leon,  including 
about  nine  hundred  of  the  Imperial 
Guard,  crossed  the  Agueda  at  Ciudad 
Rodrigo  on  the  2  i  inst. — The  battalions 
ofthe<tLh  corps  hiui  been  joined  to  the 
regiments  to  which  thev  belonged  in  th« 
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oihcr  three  corps,  excepting  a  division 
consisting  of  ballulions  belonging  to  vigi- 
nients  in  the  corps  doing  duly  in  i\nda- 
louiia,  which  division  likewise  formed 
part  of  the  army  — As  my  object  in  main- 
taining a  f)Osition  belwsen  the  Coa  and 
the  Agueda,  after  t!ie  enemy  had  retired 
from  the  former,  was  to  blackade  Al- 
meida, which  place  I  had  learnt,  from 
intercepted  letters  and  other  information, 
was  ill  rupplied  wllh  provisions  for  its  gar- 
rison, and  as  the  enemy  we>'e  infinitely  su- 
perior to  us  in  cavalry,  i  did  not  give  any 
opposition  to  their  march,  and  they  passed 
the  A^avaonthatevcningin  the  neighbour- 
hood of  EspeJT,  Carpio,  and  Galligos. — 
They  cuntinued  their  march  on  the  3d  in 
the  morning  towards  the  Duas  Casas,  in 
three  columns,  two  of  them,  con?=istiiig  of 
the  '2d  and  8th  corps,  to  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Alam.eda  and  Fort  Conception  ; 
and  the  third  consisting  of  the  whole  of 
the  cavalry  and  the  6ih,  and  that  part  of 
the  9ih  corps  which  had  not  already  been 
drafted  into  the  other  three. — Tlie  allied 
army  had  betn  cantoned  along  the  river 
Duas  Casas,  and  on  the  sources  of  the 
Azava,  the  light  division  at  Gallagos  and 
Espeja.  This  last  fell  back  upon  Fuentes 
de  Honor,  on  the  Duas  Casas,  with  the 
British  cavalry,  in  proportion  as  the  ene- 
n\y  advanced,  and  the  1st,  3d,  and  7th 
divisions  were  collected  at  that  place  ;  and 
the  Olh  division,  under  Major-General 
Campbell,  observed  the  bridge  at  A!a- 
oneda;  and  P.lajor-General  Sir  William 
Erskine,  with  the  5th  division,  the  pas- 
sages of  the  Duas  Casas,  at  Fort  Concep- 
tion, and  Aldea  D'Obispo.  Erigadier- 
GeifSral^Pack's  brigade,  with  the  Queen^s 
regiment  from  the  (ith  division,  kept  the 
blockade  of  Almeida;  and  I  had  prevailed 
upon  Don  Julian  Sanchez  to  occupy  Nave 
D' Aver  with  his  corps  of  Spanish  cavalry 
and  infantry. — The  light  division  were 
moved  in  the  evening  to  join  General 
Campbell,  upon  hading  that  the  enemy 
were  in  strengih  in  that  quarter;  and 
they  WL-re  brought  back  again  to  Fuentes 
de  Honor  on  the  morning  of  the  5th, 
when  it  was  found  thai  the  8th  corps  had 
joined  the  6th  on  the  enemy's  left. — 
Shortly  after  the  enemy  had  ibrined  on 
the  ground  on  the  rig'ht  of  the  Duas 
Casas,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  they 
attacked -with  a  large  force  the  village  of- 
Fuentes  de  Honor,  which  was  defi  nded  in 
a  most  gallant  manner  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Williams,  of  the  5ih  battalion 
OOih  regiment,  in  command  of  the  light 
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infJuitry  battalions  belonging  to  Major- 
General  Picton's  division,  supported  by 
the  light  infantry  battalion  in  Major- 
General  Nit'htinguU's  brigade,  command- 
ed by  Major  Dick  of  the  42d  regi- 
ment, and  the  light  infantry  battalion  in 
Mrjor-Gcneral  Howard's  brigade  com- 
manded by  Major  M'Donn-oU,  of  the  92(1 
regiment,  fsud  the  light  infantry  battalion 
oi'thc  King's  German  legion,  commanded 
by  Major  Ally,  of  the  3d  baltalion  of  the 
line,  and  by  the  2d  battalion  of  th^)  .S3d 
regiment  under  Major  Garr.  These 
troops  maintained  their  position  ;  but 
having  observed  the  repeated  eSbrts 
which  the  enemy  were  making  to  cbfain 
possession  of  the  village,  and  being  aware 
of  the  advantage  which  they  would  de- 
rive from  the  possession  in  their  subse- 
quent operations,  I  reinforced  the  village 
successively  with  the  71st  regiment,  under 
the  Honourable  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cado- 
gan,  and  the  7yth  under  Lieut. -Col.  Came- 
ron, and  the  24th  regiment  under  Major 
Chambiirlain.  The  former,  at  the  head 
of  the  71st  regiment,  charged  the  enemy, 
and  drove  them  from  the  part  of  the  vil- 
lage of  whi.h  they  had  obtained  a  mo- 
raeutary  possession.— Nearly  at  this  time 
Lieut.-Colonel  Williams  wr.s  unfortunately 
wounded,  but  I  hope  not  dangerously, 
and  the  comn^and  devolved  upon  Lieut.- 
Colonel  Cameron,  of  the  79ch  regiment. 
The  contest  continued  til!  night,  when 
our  troops  remsined  in  possession  of  the 
whole. -~I  ti;en  vvithdrew  the  light  in- 
fantry battalions  and  the  S3d  regiment, 
leaving  the  71st  and  79th  regiments  only 
in  the  village,  and  2d  battalion  2ilh  regi- 
ment to  support  them. — On  the  4th  the 
enemy  reconnoitred  the  positions  which 
ws  had  occupied  on  the  Duas  Casas  river, 
and  during  that  night  they  moved  General 
Junot's  corps  from  Alameda  to  the  left 
of  the  position  occupied  by  the  0th  corps, 
opposite  to  Fuentes  de  Honor. — From  the 
course  of  the  reconnoissance  of  the  4th,  I 
had  imagiue'd  the  enemy  would  endea- 
vour to  al)tain  possession  of  Fuentes  de 
Hop.or,  and  of  the  ground  occupied  by  the 
troops  behind  thai  village,  by  crossing 
the  Duas  Casas  at  Poya  Velho,  and  in  the 
evening  I  movtd  the  7lh  division,  under 
Mv;jor- General  Housloun,  to  the  right,  in 
order  if  possible  to  protect  that  passage. — 
On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  the  8th  corps 
appeared  in  two  columns,  with  all  the  ca- 
valry, on  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley 
of  the  Duas  Casas  to  Fova  Velho;  and  as 
the  (Jth  and  9th  corps  aUo  made  a  move- 
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ment  to  their  left,  the  light  division,  which 
liad  been  biouj^ht  back  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Alameda,  was  sent  with  the 
cavalry  under  Sir  Staplelen  Cotton  to  sup- 
port Major  General  Houston,  while  the 
Island  3rd  divisions  made  a  movement 
to  then-  right  along  the  ridge  between  the 
Turon  and  Duas  Casas  rivers,  correspond- 
ing to  that  of  the  6ih  and  9th  corps  on 
the  right  of  the  Duas  Casas. — The  8ih 
corps  attacked  Major  General  Houston's 
advanced  guard,  consisting  of  the  85th  re- 
giment under  Major  M'Intosh,  and  the  2d 
Portuguese  ca^adores  under  Lieut.  Colonel 
Nixon,  and  obliged  them  to  retire ;  and 
they  retired  in  good  order,  although  with 
some  loss.  The  8th  corps  being  thus  es- 
tablished in  Poya  Velho,  the  enemy's  ca- 
vahy  turned  the  right  of  the  7th  division 
between  Poya  Velho  and  Nave  D'Aver, 
from  which  last  place  Don  Julian  Sanchez 
had  been  obliged  to  retire  ;  and  the  ca- 
valry charged. — The  charge  of  the  ad- 
vanced guard  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  was 
met  by  two  or  three  squadrons  of  the  dif- 
ferent regiments  of  British  Dragoon?,  and 
the  enemy  were  driven  back,  and  Colonel 
La  Motte,  of  the  13th  Chasseurs,  and  some 
prisoners,  taken.  The  main  body  were 
checked  and  obliged  to  retire  by  the  fire 
of  Major  General  Houstoun's  division  ; 
and  I  particularly'  observed  the  Chasseurs 
Briianniques  under  Lieut.  Col.  Eustace  as 
behaving  in  the  most  steady  manner;  and 
Major  General  Houstosn  mentions  in  high 
terms  the  conduct  of  a  detachment  of  the 
Duke  of  Brunswick's  light  infantry.  Not- 
withstanding that  this  charge  was  re- 
pulsed, I  determined  to  concentrate  our 
force  towards  the  left,  and  to  move  the 
7th  and  light  divisions,  and  the  cavalry 
from  Poya  Velho,  towards  Fuentes  de 
Honor,  and  the  other  two  divisions. — I 
had  occupied  Poya  Velho  and  that  neigh- 
bourhood, in  hopes  that  I  should  be  able 
to  maintain  the  comratmication  across  the 
Coa  by  Sabugal,  as  well  as  provide  for 
the  blockade,  which  objects,  it  was  now 
obvious,  were  incompatible  with  each 
other,  and  I  therefore  abandoned  that 
which  was  the  least  important,  and  placed 
the  light  division  in  reserve,  in  the  rear  of 
the  left  of  the  1st  division,  and  the  7fh  di- 
vision on  some  commanding  ground  be- 
yond the  Turon,  which  protected  the  right 
flank  and  rear  of  the  1st  division,  and  co- 
vered our  communication  with  the  Coa, 
and  prevented  that  of  the  enemy  with  Al- 
meida, by  the  roads  between  the  Turori 
and   that   river.-— The  movement  of  the 
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troops  upon  this  occasion  was  well  con- 
ducted, although  under  very  critical  cir- 
cumstances, by  Major  General  Houston, 
Brigadier  General  Craufurd,  and  Lieute- 
nant General  Sir  Stapleton  Cotton.  The 
7lh  division  was  covered  in  its  passage  of 
the  Turon  by  the  light  division  under  Bri- 
gadier General  Craufurd,  and  this  last,  in 
its  march  to  join  the  1st  division,  by  the 
British  cavalry. — Our  position  thus  ex- 
tended on  the  high  ground  from  the  Turon 
to  the  Duas  Casas.  The  7th  division,  on 
the  left  of  the  Turon,  covered  the  rear  of 
the  right;  the  1st  division,  in  two  lines, 
were  on  the  right;  Colonel  Ashworth's 
brigade,  in  two  lines,  in  the  centre  ;  and 
the  3rd  division,  in  two  lines,  on  the  left. 
The  light  division  and  British  cavalry  in 
reserve,  and  the  village  of  Fuentes  de  Ho- 
nor in  front  of  the  left.  Don  Julian's  in- 
fantry joined  the  7lh  division  in  Freneda; 
and  I  sent  him  with  his  cavalry  to  endea- 
vour to  interrupt  the  enemy's  communi- 
cation with  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  The  ene- 
my's efiorts  on  the  right  part  of  our  posi- 
tion, after  it  was  occupied  as  I  have  above 
described,  were  confined  to  a  cannonade, 
and  to  some  charges  with  their  cavalry 
upon  the  advanced  posts.— The  picquets 
of  the  Jst  division  under  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel Hill  of  the  3rd  regiment  of  Guards, 
repulsed  one  of  these  ;  but  as  they  were 
falling  back,  they  did  not  see  the  direc- 
tion of  another  in  sufficient  time  to  form 
to  oppose  it,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hill 
was  taken  prisoner,  and  many  men  were 
wounded  and  some  taken,  before  a  detach- 
ment of  the  British  cavalry  could  move 
up  to  their  support. — The  2ad  battalion, 
42nd  regiment,  under  Lord  Blantyre,  also 
repulsed  a  charge  of  the  cavalry  directed 
against  them. — They  likewise  attempted 
to  push  a  bod}'  of  light  infantry  d.twn  the 
ravine  of  the  Turon  to  the  right  of  the  1st 
division,  which  were  repulsed  by  t!ie  light 
infantry  of  the  Guards,  under  Lieutenant 
Guise,  aided  by  five  companies  of  the  95th 
under  Captain  O'Ha-^  ■. — Major  General 
Nightingail  was  wounded  in  the  course  of 
the  cannonade,  but  I  hope  not  severely.— 
The  enemy's  principal  effort  was  through- 
out this  day  again  directed  against  Fuentes 
do  Honor;  and  notwithstanding  that  the 
whole  of  the  6th  corps  was  at  different 
periods  of  the  day  empioyed  to  attack  this 
village,  they  could  never  gain  mort;  than 
a  temporary  possession  of  it.  It  was  de- 
fended by  the  24th,  71st,  and  97th  regi- 
ments, under  the  command  ot  Colonel 
Cameron  ;    and   tkcsc  troops  were   sup- 


ported  by  the  light  inf^i^ry  battalions  in 
the  3d  division,  commanded  by  Major 
Wood  gate  ;  the  light  infantry  battalions 
in  the  1st  division,  commanded  by  Major 
Dick,  Major  Macdonald,  and  Major  Aly  ; 
the  6th  Portuguese  ca^adores,  commanded 
by  Major  Pinto  ;  by  the  light  companies 
in  Colonel  Champlemonde's  Portuguese 
brigade  under  Colonel  Sutton  ;  and  those 
in  Colonel  Asbworth's  Portuguese  brigade 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pynn  ;  and  by 
the  picquets  of  the  3d  division,  under  the 
command  of  the  Honourable  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Trench.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ca- 
meron was  severely  wounded  in  the  after- 
noon, and  the  command  in  the  village  de- 
volved upon  the  Hon.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cadogan — The  troops  inFuentts  de  Honor 
were  besides  supported,  when  jjressed  by 
the  enemy,  by  the  74th  regiment  under 
Major  Russel  Manners,  and  the  88th  regi- 
ment under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wallace, 
belonging  to  Colonel  Mackinnon's  bri- 
gadej  and  on  one  of  these  occasions  the 
88th,  with  the  71st  and  79th,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Mackinnon,  charged 
the  enemy,  and  drove  them  through  the 
village;  and  Colonel  Mackinnon  has  re- 
ported particularly  the  conduct  of  Lieute- 
nant-CoIonel  Wallace,  Brigade-Major 
Wilde,  and  Lreutenant  and  Adjutant 
Stewart,  of  the  8Slh  regiment. — The  con- 
test again  lasted  in  this  quarter  till  night, 
when  our  troops  still  held  their  post;  and 
from  that  time  the  enemy  have  made  no 
tVesh  attempt  on  any  part  of  our  position. 
-—The  enemy  manifested  an  intention  to 
attack  Major-General  sir  W.  Erskine's 
post  at  Aldeadel  Bispo  on  the  same  morn- 
ing, with  a  part  of  the  second  corps,  but 
the  Major-General  sent  the  second  batta- 
lion ol  the  Lusitanian  Legion  across  the 
ford  of  the  Duas  Casas,  which  obliged 
them  to  retire. — In  the  course  of  last  night 
the  enemy  commenced  to  retire  from  their 
position  on  the  Duas  Casas;  and  this 
morning  at  day  light  the  whole  were  in 
motion.  I  cannot  yet  decide  whether  this 
movement  is  preparatory  to  some  freslj 
attempt  to  raise  the  blockade  of  Almeida, 
or  is  one  of  decided  retreat ;  but  I  have 
every  reason  to  hope,  that  they  will  not 
succeed  in  the  first,  and  that  they  will  be 
obliged  tohaverecoursetothe  last.— Their 
superiority  in  cavalry  is  very  great,  owing 
to  the  weak  state  of  our  horses  fron>  recent 
fatigue  and  scarcity  of  forage ;  and  the 
reduction  of  numbers  in  the  Portuguese 
brigade  of  cavalrj'^  with  this  part  of  the 
army,   in  exchange  for  a  British  brigade 
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sent  into  Estremadura  with  Marshal  Sir 
Wm.  Beresford,  owing  to  the  failure  of 
the  measures  reported  to  have  been  adopt- 
ed to  supply  the  horses  and  men  with  food 
on  the  service.  The  result  ol"  a  general 
action  brought  on  by  an  attack  upon  the 
enemy  by  us  might,  under  these  circurrs- 
stances,  have  been  doubtful;  and  if  the 
enemy  had  chosen  to  avoid  it,  or  if  they 
had  met  it,  they  would  have  taken  advan- 
tage of  the  collection  of  our  troops  to  fight 
this  action,  to  throw  relief  into  Almeida.— 
From  the  great  superiority  of  force  to 
which  we  have  been  opposed  upon  this  oc- 
casion, your  Lordship  vv^iU  judge  of  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  troops.  The 
actions  were  partial,  but  very  severe  ;  and 
our  loss  has  been  great.  The  enemy's 
loss  has  also  been  great :  and  they  left  four 
hundred  killed  in  the  village  of  Fuentes 
de  Honor,  and  we  have  many  prisoners.— 
1  particularly  request  your  Lordship's  at- 
tention to  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Williams,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Came- 
ron, and  the  Honourable  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Cadogan,  and  to  that  of  Colonel 
Mackinnon,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kelly, 
of  the  24lh  regiment,  and  of  the  several 
officers  commanding  battalions  of  the  line, 
and  of  light  infantry,  which  supported  the 
troops  in  Fuentes  de  Honor.  Likewise  to 
that  of  Major  M'Intosh,  of  the  8.5th  regi- 
ment; of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Nixon,  of 
the  2d  Ca^adores ;  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Eustace,  of  the  Chasseurs  Brittanniques  ; 
and  of  Lord  Blantyre. — Throughout  these 
operations!  have  received  the  greatest  as- 
sistance from  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Brent 
Spencer,  and  all  the  Gep.eral  Officers  of 
the  Army  ;  and  from  the  Adjutant  and 
Quarter-Master-General,  and  the  officer* 
of  their  several  departmerrts,  and  those  of 
my  personal  staff. — From  intelligence  from 
Marshal  Sir  William  Beresford,  I  learn 
that  he  has  invested  Badajoz,  on  the  left  of 
the  Guadiana,  and  is  moving  there  stores 
for  the  attack  of  the  place.— I  have  the 
honour  to  inform  you,  that  the  intelligence 
has  been  confirmed,  that  Joseph  Buona- 
parte passed  Valladolid,  on  his  way  to 
Paris,  on  the  27th  of  April.  It  is  not  de- 
nied by  the  French  Officers  that  he  is  gone 
to  Paris. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.— 
(Signed)  Wellington.. 

My  Lord,  Villa  Formosa,  May  10. 

The  enemy  retired  on  the   8th  to  the 

woods    between    Espeja    Gallegos,    and 

Fuentes  de  Honor,  in  which  position  the 

whole  army  were  collected  on   that  d^v 
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and  yesterday,  with  the  exception  of  that 
part  of  the  second  corps  which  continued 
opposite  Alameda.  Last  night  the  whole 
broke  up,  and  retired  across  the  Azava, 
covering  their  retreat  with  their  numerous 
cavah-y  ;  and  this  day  the  whole  have  re- 
tired across  the  Agueda,  leaving  Al.iieida 
to  its  fate.^ — The  second  corps  retired  by 
the  bridge  of  Barba  del  Pueno,  and  the 
ford  of  Val  d'Espino,  on  the  Agueda. — 
Our  advaticed  posts  are  upon  the  Azava, 
and  on  the  Lower  Agueda;  and  the  army 
will  be  to-morrow  in  the  cantonments  on 
the  Duas  Casas.  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  Wellington. 

Return  of  killed,  vcounded,  and  missing,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  General  Lord 
Viscount  Wellington,  K.  B.  in  the  affair 
at  Fuentos  Onovos,  on  the  evening  of  the 
^rdof  May,  ISl  I. 

Royal  Horse  Artillery — 1  horse  killed  ; 
3  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

J  4th  Light  Dragoons — 1  rank  and  file, 
1  horse,  killed  ;  1  rank  and  file,  1  horse, 
wounded  ;  1  rank  and  file,  1  horse,  missing. 

]6th  Light  Dragoons — 1  horse  killed. 

1st  Hussars,  King's   German  Legion — 

1  horse  killed  ;  1  Captain,  4  rank  and  file, 
.5  horses,  wounded. 

2d.  Batt.  5th  Foot— -4  rank  and  file 
tvounded.- 

2d.  Batt.  2Hh  Foot— .2  rank  and  file 
wounded. 

2d  Batt.  4.2d  Foot— I  rank  and  file  kill- 
ed ;  1  Captain,  1  serieant,  5  rank  and  file 
wounded  ;   I  rank  and  file  missing. 

ist  Batt.  45ih  Foot— 2  rank  and  file 
missing. 

1st  Batt.  50lh  Foot — 1  Lieutenant,  1 
Ensign,  3  rank  and  file  wounded. 

5ih  Batt.  60th  Foot — 3  rank  and  file 
killed;  1  Lieutenant-colonel,  1  liieute- 
nant,  9  rank  and  file,  wounded  j  8  rank 
and  file  missing. 

1st  Bait.  7  ist  Foot — 1  Lieutenant,  1 
Serjeant,  6  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  1  Captain, 

2  Lieutenants,  1  Ensign,  1  Staff,  2  Ser- 
jeant';, 31  rank  and  file,  wounded;  G  rank 
and  file  missing. 

74th  Foot — I  rank  and  file  killed;  9 
rank  and  file  wounded. 

Ist  Batt.  79ih  Foot — 1  Captain,  4  rank 
and  file,  killed  ;  1  Lieutenant,  1  Ensign, 
I  Serjeant,  17  rank  and  file  wounded  ;  1 
Captain,  1  Lieutenant,  1  Ensign,  I  Ser- 
jeant, 21  rank  and  file  missing. 
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2d  Batt.  fi3d  Foot — ^9  rank  and  file> 
wounded  ;  3  rank  and  file  missing. 

Ist  Batt.  S8th  Foot — 2  Serjeants,  3  raidc 
and  file  wounded. 

2d  Batt.  SBth  Foot — (5  rank  and  file 
wounded. 

1st  Batt.  9 2d  Foot— 1  Lieutenant,  9 
rank  and  file,  Wounded. 

94th  Fool — 1  Serjeant,  2  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 

3d  Bait.  95th  Foot — 1  Lieutenant,  9 
rank  and  file,  wounded. 

1st  Light  Bait.  Kin,T['s  German  Legion— 

2  rank  and  file   killed  ;  5   rank  and  file 
wounded. 

2d  Batt.  ditto — 1  rank  and  file,  killed  ;: 

3  rank  and  file,  wounded.  .,  ' 

1st  Batt.  of  the  Line  of  ditto — 1  Serjeant, 
1  drummer,  2  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

2d  Ditto — 4  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

5th  Ditto — I  Serjeant,  3  rank  and  file, 
wounded.  , 

7th  Ditto — I  Serjeant,  2  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 

Total  British  Loss — I  Captain,  1  Lieu- 
tenant, 1  Serjeant,  19  rank  and  file,  and  4 
horses  killed;  1  Lieutenant  Colonel,  3 
Captains,  7  Lieutenants,  3  EtLiigns,  I  Staff, 
10  Serjeants,  1  drummer,  145  rank  and 
file,  and  si5:  horses,  wounded ;  42  rank 
and  file,  and  1  horse,  missing. 

Total  Portuguese  Loss — 1  serjcant,  and 
13  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  Captain,  3 
Lieutenants,  2  Ensigns,  I  StaiF,  1  serjeant, 
and  25  rank  and  file,  wounded  ;  1  serjeant, 
and  1  rank  and  file,  missing. 

(Signed)  Charles  Stewart, 

Major-Gen.  and  Adjut.-Gen. 

Return  of  Officers  killed,  vjounded,  and  miss- 
ing of  the  Army  under  (he  Command  of 
Lieutenant- General  Lord  '  Viscount  ifel- 
lington,  in  the  Affair  of  Fucntes  Onovos, 
on  the  Evening  of  the  Srd  of  May,  1811. 

Killed. 
1st  Batt. -7181  Foot — Lieutenant  Covvsell. 
1st  Bjtt.  7[Jth  Foot — Captain  ImUch. 

Wounded. 
Ist  Hussars,  King's  German   Legion — 
Captain  Krauckcnber^.  slightly- 

2d  Batt.  42d  Foot — Captain  M'Donald, 
severely. 

1st  Batt.  50th  Foot — Lieutenant  Rudkin 
and  Ensign  Grant,  slightly.  •  ' 

5Ui  Batt.  OOth  P"oot — Lreutenant-Colo- 
nel  William?,  severely  ;  Lieutenant  Du- 
chastelette,  slightly. 


Pablished  by  R.  B/iGSHAW,  iBrydges-Street,  Covent-  Garden  :~Sold  also  by    i.&\]J)D,  Pall-MaU, 

LOMDON  :— Printed  lif  T.  C.  Harsjril,  Peterborojgli-Couit,  rloet-Strect, 


COBBEWS  WEEKLY  POLITICAL  REGISTM. 


Vol.  XIX.  No.  44.]  LONDON,  SATURDAY,  JUNE  i,  1811, 


[Price  is. 


"  TTie  battles  of  Cressy  and  A?incouTt  find  a  parallel  in  some  of  the  late  splendid  Achievements  of 
"  our  arnas.  We  have  only  to  pursue  the  same  course  to  raise  our  national  frane  and  character  still 
"^  his;lier   than  it   ever  has  been  before,  whil.t,   under  Providence,  our  exertions  and   our    example 

"may  lead   to  the  general  DELIVERANCE  OF  EUROPE." The  Lord  Cuancf.i.lor  (Eldon's) 

Speech  at  the  Pjtt  Club,  28th  May,  1811;  as  reported  ia  the  Courier  of  the  29th  of  May. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Portugal, — The  War. The  intelli- 
gence, just  hinted  at,  in  my  last  Number, 
of  "  another  glorious  victory,"  won  by  Mar- 
shal Beresfobd,  h<\s,  it  seems,  not  j^et 
arrived  ;  but,  there  can  be  little  doubt, 
that  a  battle  has  taken  place  between  this 
Marshal  and  the  Duke  of  Dalraatia,  who 
commamls  a  body  of  French  troops  in 
Spain. -Any  observations  upon  the  bat- 
tle would,  of  course,  be  premature  ;  but, 
I  shall  make  an  observation  or  two  upon 
what  our  venal  prints  have  said  respecting 

it. They  tell  us,  that  we  have  lost  in 

this  battle  6,000  men,  and  that  one  of  our 
regiments  is  totally  destroyed.  This  is  a 
pretty  Aedx  "victory,"  then,  and  I  should 
be  very  glad  to  hear  any  man  point  out 
an  adequate  advantage  that  can  possibly 
arise  out  of  it ;  I  do  not  say,  that  is  likely 
to  arise  out  of  it ;  but  that  can  possibly 

arise  out  of  it. The  complete  "  deliver- 

"  ance"  as  it  called,  of  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal, would  not  compensate  the  loss  of  8,000 
men  ;  that  is  to  say,  if  the  deliverance  be 
not  intended  to  end  in  the  establishment 
of/ree  governments  in  those  countries. 


We  are  told,  that  4,000  of  these  killed 
men  were  Spaniards,  who  were  put  in  the 
front  of  the  battle,  and  who  dropped  upon 
the  ground  where  they  were  drawn  up  in 
order  of  battle.  This  is  worthy  of  note, 
,  after  what  we  have  recently  heard  of  the 
bad  behaviour  of  the  Spaniards;  and,  it 
would  be  curious  to  ascertain  the  cause  of 
cur  having  placed  the  Spaniards  in  the  front 
of  the  army,  after  having  heard  such  ac- 
counts as  we  did  hear  from  Cadiz. 

This  is  a  point  for  the  reader  to  dwell 
upon  ;  and,  at  any  rate,  I  trust  it  will  not 

escape  his  attention Let  vs  now  look 

back  a  little  to  the  Glorious  Victory  of  Al- 
meida/ where,  in  my  last,  we  left  our 
arn^y  at  its  post,  blockading  that  fortress. 
We  now  find,  that  Almeida  is  evacuated 
by  the  French,  and  that  the  evacuation 
took  place  very  shortly  after  the  Victory 
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just  spoken  of. But,  the  manner  of  it^ 

as  described  in  the  Dispa'.ch  of  the  Lord 
Marshal,  inserted  below,  is  what  we  ought 
not  to  overlook.  It  appears,  that  Almeida 
was  garrisoned  with  al)out  a  thousand  men, 
under  the  command  ofGiiNEUAL  Brennier^ 
After  the  Victory,-  gained  by  the  blockad- 
ing army,  over  the  enemy,  there  would 
seem  to  have  been  not  the  smallest  chance 
of  this  garrison's  escape  from  us  ;  and,  we 
might,  one  would  have  thought,  made 
quite  sure  of  seeing  this  General  and  his 
Garrison  come  to  England,  prisoners  of 

war. This  was  anticipated;  and,  the 

Morning  Post  went  so  far  as  to  tell  our 
"fashionable  ivorld"  where  it  was  intended 

to  confine  these  prisoners. Never  sell 

the  skin  'till  you  have  caught  the  Lion. 
Nay,  never  sell  it,  in  future,  'till  you  have 
actually  killed  him  ;  for,  we  see  that  there 
is  no  reliance  to  be  placed  upon  traps. 
We  had  the  whole  French  army  in  a  trap, 
and  they  not  only  got  out  of  the  trap,  but, 
after  having  run  away,  have  had  the  au- 
dacity to  turn  about  and  stare  tis  in  the  face. 
Stare  us  in  the  face,  did  I  say  }  Nay,  (by 
all  that's  impudent!)  to  attack  us!— — 
Still,  however,  this  trap,  in  which  the 
army  was,  was  nothing  at  all  to  compare 
to  the  trap  in  which  Brennier  was  placed. 
He  was  really  in  a  trap.  He  was  in  a 
fortified  town,  surrounded  by  an  army  of 
fifty  thousand  men,  and  an  army,  too, 
who  had  just  beaten  that  to  which  he  and 
his  garrison  belonged.  He  had  but  a 
thousand  men.  To  get  out  of  the  town 
without  being  killed  or  captured  seemed 
as  impossible  as  for  a  weazle  to  get  oil' 
from  a  warrener's  trap.  His  enemies 
had  him,  one  wouU  have  thought,  as 
completely  in  their  power  as  if  he  had 
been    in    a   dungeon,   guarded    by    their 

seiitinels Y"et,  what  was  the  lesult? 

Why,  he  not  only  got  out ;  he  not  only 
got  away  with  his  garrison  ;  but,  he  got 
clear  away ;  and  (oh  !  the  wonderful 
art  of  entrapping  !)  took  away  vnth  him 
ionie  of  those  wlio  attempted  to  impede  hit 
2  Y 
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march !  — —  Read  the  account  given  of 
this  transaction  by  Lord  Talavera  him- 
self ;  and  then,  say  what  are  your  hopes 
of  being  able  to  cope  with  enemies  like 
these.  The  place  was  invested;  it  was 
actually  blockaded  ;  it  was  surrounded 
with  an  army,  and  a  "victorious"  army 
too,  of  50,000  men  ;  and,  with  only  one 
thousand  men  with  him  this  French  Gene- 
ral marches  out  and  gets  clear  otf ;  and, 
as  will   be   seen   by   the  dispatch,  takes 

some  of  our  army  prisoners. This  last 

circumstance  is  a  proof  not  to  be  denied, 
that  he  was  not  worsted  by  those  who  as- 
sailed him  in  his   way. 1  have  read  a 

great  deal  about  battles  and  sieges  ;  but 
never  did  I  before  read  of  any  thing  like 
this  ;  and,  I  do  not  believe,  that  the  paral- 
lel of  it  is  to  be  found  in  history.  There 
have  been  many  instances  of  garrisons 
cutting  their  luay,  in  a  very  desperate  man- 
ner, through  a  numerous  enemy;  but,  in 
this  case,  there  appears  to  have  been  a 
mere  march  out,  boldly  setting  fifty  times 
their   number  at   defiance,  and   actually 

^omg  off  in  triumph. As  to  what  Lord 

Talavera  says  about  the  device  of  firing 
from  the  fortress  every  night  for  some 
nights  before ;  it  only  appears,  that  it  was 
a  clever  trick,  and  that  it  succeeded  in  de- 
ceiving our  people  ;  but,  it  by  no  means 
follows  that  our  people  ought  to  have  been 
so  deceived. — — Not  only  did  the  French- 
man get  clear  away  ;  not  only  did  he 
marsh  out  and  cross  the  ground  of  those 
who  were  watching  him  ;  not  only  did  he 
come  out  of  a  blockaded  place  and  tra- 
verse unhurt  the  ground  of  the  blockading 
army  ;  but  he  bleio  up  the  works  of  theplacs 
before  he  quitted  it,  so  that,  when  our  army 
took  possession,  that  it  should  be  easily 
assailed,  if  the  French  came  back  to  at- 
tack the  town.  There  never  was,  I  verily 
believe,  any  military  operation  like  this 

heard  of  before. Brennier,  we  are  told, 

would  not  have  got  off"  so  clearly,  if  the 
4th  Regiment,  whom  some  General  of  ours 
sent  to  stop  them  at  a  certain  bridge,  had 
not  missed  their  way.  Missed  their  way ! 
And,  is  this  the  reason  that  wc  are  to  have 
for  such  a  thing  as  this  ?  Missed  their  way ! 
How  came  Buennier  not  to  miss  his  way  .? 
He,  it  seems,  feund  his  way  with  great 
exactness  in  a  night  when  none  of  our 
people  could  see  him.     These  Frenchmen 

are  like  cats :  they  see  in  the  dark. We 

must  now  wait  till  we  see  the  Frencfh  ac- 
count of  this  evacuation;  for,  as  yet,  we 
know  only  such  part  of  the  facts  as  it  has 
be«n  thought  suitable  to  tell  us. In 


another  part  of  the  present  Number  is  the 
French  account  of  the  battle  of  Almeida, 
in  which  it  is  stated,  that  they  took,  during 
that  battle,  600  prisoners.  Our  accounts 
state  that  we  lost  only  about  300.  Which 
account  we  ought  to  believe  I  shall  not 
pretend  to  say.  One  story  is  always  good 
till  the  other  is  heard.  It  is  also  evident, 
that,  while  the  French  would  not  fail  to 
make  the  number  as  high  as  possible,  our 
people  would  not  fail  to  make  it  as  low  as 
possible.  Between  the  two  statements 
we  must  judge  fur  ourselves;  for,  I  beg 
my  readers  to  bear  in  mind,  that,  if  we 
are  to  be  guided  by  the  past,  we  mast  not 
place  implicit  reliance  upon  a  thing  as 
being  so,  merely  because  it  is  said  to  be  so. 

The  French  say,  that  they  had  only 

400  men  killed  and  wounded.  Our  general 
says,  that  they  left  400  dead  in  one  place. 

Now,  do  we  believe  his  account  Of 

his  killed  and  wounded  ?  If  we  do,  why 
should  we  not  believe  the  French  accourit 
of  their  killed  and  wounded  ?  It  is  not  so 
easy  for  the  enemy  to  tell  your  loss  as  it 
is  for  you  yourself  to  tell  it.  Indeed  he 
cannot  know  what  your  loss  has  been.  We 
must,  therefore,  irely  upon  the  statement 
of  each  party  as  to  his  own  loss  ;  or,  we 
must  rely  upon  neither.  If  I  believe,  that 
Lord  Talavera  lost  no  more  than  he  ac- 
knowledges to,  I  must  believe  that  the 
French  lost  no  more  than  they  acknow- 
ledge to  ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  not  reasonable 
to  suppose,  that  the  French  loss  was  equal 
to  ours,  seeing  that  they  were  the  assail- 
ants, and  seeing  also,  that  they  were 
so  superior  in  cavalry;  which  last  is  a 
point  not  unworthy  of  a  little  more  at- 
tention than  has  hitherto  been  be- 
stowed upon  it. My  readers  will  bear 

in  mind,  that,  about  8  months  ago,  it  was 
positively  stated  to  the  "  thinking  people 
"  of  England,"  that  the  French  had  long 
been  living  upon  their  horses,  which  they 

stewed  doivn  for  soup. 1  beg  the  reader, 

if  he  be  not  a  willing  dupe  (and,  if  he  be, 
it  is  no  matter  what  he  thinks)  to  look 
bark  to  that  time.  Their  horses  the  French 
bad  long  been  stewing  doim  for  soup. 
Many  months,  not  less  than  five  months 
(7/ier  that,  the  French  began  their  retreat 
from  a  country,  in  which,  as  we  were  told, 
they  were  just  expiring  witli  hunger.  We 
follow  them.  We  speak  of  them  as  a 
wretched  remnant  of  an  army.  We  say 
that  they  are  destroyed.  The  Parliament 
thanks  the  General  who  had  driven  them 
before  him  out  of  Portugal,  which  we  re- 
gard as  being  now  completely  delivered. 
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And,  in  a  few  weeks  after  these  Thanks  are 

bestowed,  and  after  Mr.  Whitbread  comes 

to  tlie  House  of  Commons,  and  expresses 

his  sorrow  that  he  was  not  present  to  join 

in  the  vote  ;    in  a  few  weeks,  in  less  than 

four  weeks  after  this,  comes  the  news,  that 

ifthis  same  French  army  have  a«flc^e(/ their 

pursuer,  have  made  dreadful   slaughter  in 

his  army,  some  hundreds  of  whom  they 

have  actually  taken    prisoners.     But,  the 

fact  I  have   now  particularly  in   view  is, 

^  that   the   French,  who  slewed  dowyi  thdr 

^horses  for  soup  so  many  months  ago,  had 

*  not  only  cavalry  in  the  battle  of  Almeida  ; 

jbut,  we  are  told  by  him  who  had  them  in 

ga  trap,  that  "their  SUPERIORITY  in  ca- 

\*'  valry  was  very  great."      We  see  their 

cavalry  every  where  in  this  battle.     It  was 

j^JLhe  cavalry  who  took  Lieut.  Col.  Hill  and 

,3.  number  of  men  at  one  time.     It  was  a 

^ivCharge  of  their  cavalry  which  annoyed  us 

.j-j^t  another  time.      And,  in  short,  we   see 

lji,he  cavalry  every  where  active  and  effi- 

^Jcient  in  this  battle. Now,  I  beg  the 

|._reader  to  look  well  at  this  p^rt  of  Tala- 
^^Vera's  a.ccount,  and  then  say  what  is  due 
,  to  the  wretches,  who  told   us,  in  such  a 
confident   manner,  that  the   French  hvid 
.  stewed  down  their  horses  for  soup. — —One 
j^would  think,  that,  after  this,  Vv'e  should  be 
a  little  cautious  as  to   what  we  believed  ; 
but,  there  really  appears  to  be  c»n  infatua- 
tion in  this  country  that  notliing  can  re- 
.^^move.      There    appears  to   be   a  willing 
^^olindness ;    and,   as  it   has  continued  so 
long,  it  is  likely  to  hold  to  the  end.     In- 
deed, how  should   it  be  otherwise  cohsi- 
[^  idering  the  state  of  the  press,  mercenary 
,^^^s  one  part  of  it  is,  and  cowed  down  as  is 
.  „the  other  part  ?    And,  yet,  after  having, 
;^^jBomany  hundred  times,  so  many  thousand 
'^  times,  seen  the  proof  of  the  falshoqds  pub- 
,^-  lished  by  the  venal  writers,  it  does  seem 
.to  be  the   people's  own  fault  if  they  a 
still  deceived  by  them. 


jey  are 


Spain- 


Joseph   Buonaparte' 


jTIt  is  certain  that  King  Joseph  is  returned 
^,  to  France,  and,  it  is  not  ichprobable  that 
.^^^ome  change  may  be  on  foot  as  to  the  so- 

^Vyereign  of  Spain. It  is  said,  that  there 

*' lis  a  project  for  putting  Ferdinand  upon 

the  throne  j  arid,  as  I,  long  ago,  observed, 

this  is  a  measure,  which  Napoleon   would 

,,   jpertainly  adopt,  if  all  other  means -failed. 

^ . -; — i  do  not  believe,  that  be  will  adopt 

n  -i**'  while  his  affairs  in  the  peninsula  are  as 

_    "they  now  are  ;    but,  if  he  were  to  adopt 

.   ■  1^,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  it  should  fail 

■  [^©f^uccess,  if  the  people  of  Spaiii,  or  any 


considerable  portion  of  them,  do  really  en- 
tertain a  desire  to  see  him  upon  the  throne 
of  their  country.  This  measure  would 
place  U3  in  a  dilemma,  from  which  we 
should  find  it  difficult  to  extricate  our- 
selves. We  could  not,  with  any  decency*, 
refuse  to  acknowledge  Ferdinand  ;  and, 
yet,  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  the  French 
so  to  restore  him  as  to  keep  him  under 
their  controui.  The  noblemen,  and  own- 
ers of  property,  in  Spain,  would  gladly 
return  to  it  upon  any  conditions  that 
would  insure  its  quiet  enjoyment.  They 
have  seen  too  much  of  the  example  of 
the  French  emigrants  to  stand  out  for 
trifles  in  such  a  case.  The  Church  would 
have  the  same  feeling.  And,,  if  Napo- 
leon would  guarantee  them  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  pi'operty,  the  business  would 

be  done,  in  a  short  space  of  time. We 

should,  then,  be  placed  in  a  most  ludicrous 
situation ;  and,  especially  if  Ferdinand 
were  to  marry  into  the  family  of  Buona- 
parte, as  he,  at  one  time,  requested  the 
honour  to  be  permitted  to  do.  This  cir- 
cumstance could  be  no  objection  to  our 
acknowledging  of  him  as  King  of  Spain, 
or,  rather,  to  our  conthming  to  acknowledge 
him  in  that  character.  We  are  fighting, 
expending  millions,  to  preserve  the  throne 
ofSpain  for  him  ;  and,  if  he  were  on  that 
throne,  how  could  we  refuse  to  acknovv= 

iedge  him? This  measure,   however, 

will  not,  I  dare  say,  be  resorted  to  unless 
in  case  of  necessity  ;  that  is  to  say,  un- 
less there  remains  no  hope  of  ridding 
Spain  of  our  presence  and  influence  in 

any  other  way.- The  war  in  Spain  is 

professedly  a  war  for  the  restoration  of 
Ferdinand  and  the  Spanish  government. 
Well,  then,  if  Buonaparte  restore  them, 
what  more  do  we  want  ?  Such  tin  event 
would  strangely  puzzle  us.  We  should 
not  know  what  to  say  against  sueh  restora- 
tion ;    and  yet,  to  he  quiet  would  be  out 

of  our  power. 1  am  not  supposing  that 

such  an  event  tvill  take  place  :  there  is, 
at  present,  I  think,  little  probability  of  it; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  what  may  hap- 
pen, and,  therefore,  it  is  not  amiss  to  be^ 
stow  a  little  reflection  upon  it. 


Demverance  of  Europe.- 


-l^e  deli 


verer-  of  Europe,  now  surviving  assembled 
together  on  the  28th  of  May,  it  seetris,  to 
celebrate  the  mpmcry  of  the  Great  Deli- 
verer Pitt,  who  died  in  the  year  1806. 
Upon  this^  occasion  there  was  much  sptiak- 
ing,  and,  amongsit  the  rest,  the  speech 
from  which  I  have  taken  ray  motto.  --—I 


l35l] 


POLITICAL  REGISTER.— De/i»fra»c<f  of  Europe. 


11352 


have  oft«n  bad  to  observe,  that  no  nation 
ever  was  so  mm;h  insulted  as  this ;  but,  in 
nothing  has  ihis  nation  ever  been  so  grossly 
insulted  us  in  ihe  applause  thus  given  lo 
,  Pitt,  who  was  ihe  cause  of  more  loss, suf- 
fering, and  ilishonour  to  Englanr!,  than 
any  other  num  that  ever  lived. — —But,  at 
present,  let  us  consider  him  in  the  cha- 
racter of  Deliverer  of  Europe.  This  work 
he  began  in  the  year  1792,  having  in  con- 
junction with  his  worthy,  his  ever  worthy 
colleague  and  companion,  delivered  India 

before. In  1792  England  and  Europe 

were  at  peace,  and  each  state  of  it  was  in 
the  possession  of  that  degree  of  indepen- 
dence, which  it  had  possessed  for  many 
years.  But,  the  people  of  France  having 
said  that  they  would  no  longer  endure 
that  slavery  for  which  Euglishmen  had  al- 
ways b^en  reproaching  than,  a  combination 
was  formed  ayainst  them  by  some  of  the 
sovereigns  of  Europe;  and,  about  the 
month  of  May,  in  the  ye^ir  17S2,  those  so- 
vereigns made  demonstrations  of  attacking 
France  itself.  Large  armies  were  asseni- 
.  bled  for  this  purpose  by  Prussia  and  Aus- 
tria; and,  the  Commander  in  Chief  of 
.  these  armies,  the  late  DUKE  OF  BRUNS- . 
WICK  (who,  by-the-by,  had  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  Prussian  troops,  when  they 
marched  into  Holland  in  1787),  issued 
proclamations  against  all  those  persons  in 
France  who  should  dare  to  oppose,  these  ar- 
mies. The  French  people,  soon  after  this, 
dethroned  their  king;  and,  early  in  1793, 

they  put  him  to  death. The   English 

ministry  had  hitherto  not  joined  the  ene- 
mies of  France;  but,  now  they  did  ;  and, 
from  this  time,  began  that  war,  which  iias 
never  yet,  in  reality,  ceased,  and  of  the 
cessation  of  which  there  is  not  now  the 
slightest,  appiiarance. The  French  peo- 
ple, whom  to  subdue  was  looked  upon  as 
only  the  work  of  a  holiday  campaign,  &o 
far  from  being  intiniidated  by  ;he  threats 
of  the  Duke  of  Brunswick,  took  up  arms 
as  one  man,  ranged  themselves  voluntarily 
under  whoever  was  fouiul  able  and  wdling 
to  direct  them;  drove  that  same  Duke  of 
Brunswick  out  of  their  tenilory,  and  be- 
came, in  tlieir  turn,  the  issaihvnts.— — The 
progress  of  the  arms  of  the  French  (now 
become  republicans)  astonished  the  world. 
la  the  course  of  two  campaigns  they  gain- 
ed upwards  of  twenty  great  battles,  be- 
sides more  than  a  hundred  actions  oi'  infe- 
rior note. — From  having  promised  the 
people  of  England  nothing  short  of  the 
humiliation  of  France,  or,  what  was  called.. 
clipping  ho-  ixiigt,  the  tone  of  the  minister 


w?ts^now  changed  to  that  of  <fc/cnce  against 
her,  and,  with  respect  to  his  allies,  of  resf 
cuing  them  from  her  grasp.  At  this  time 
(the  year  1791)  began  to  be  used  th« 
phrase  Deliverance  of  Europe,  which  has 
been  in  use  ever  since. — The  deliveranpe  qf 
Europe  hung  upon  every  "  loyal"  tongue. 
For  the  deliverance  of  Europe  places  and 
pensions  were  accepted  and  a.sked  for  ;  and 
contractors  and  their  wives  prayed  for  the 

deliverance  of  Europe. What  progress 

has  been  made  in  this  good  work  will  best 
be  seen  by  a  comparison  of  the  state  of 
Europe  in    I794',vvith  the  state  of  it  at 

present. At  the   close  of  1794,   when 

Pitt  and  his  associates  began  to  deliver 
Europe,  France  had  over-run  and  pos- 
sessed itself  of  Flanders  and  Holland,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  some  trifling  territo- 
ries  on  the  side  of  Italy  and  Germany, 

those  were  all. She  has  now  conquered 

and  united  to  her  territorial,  or  placed  under 
the  same  bead  with  herself,  all  Italy, 
Naples  excepted  ;  all  the  Stales  of  Hol- 
land and  ail  the  former  Austrian  Nether- 
lands ;  and  the  Hans  Towns  as  far  as  the 
territory  of  Denmark.  Xa  Germany  she 
has  new  modelled  all  the  states,  erecting 
new  titles  and  dynasties  and  si>ppre3sing 
othei'5^  From  the  Emperor  of  Germany 
and  the  king  of  Prussia,  who  first  armed 
against  her,  she  has  wrested  the  best  part 
of  their  possession.^,  and  almost  iho  whole 
of  their  power.  To  Sweden,  where  the 
league  against  her  was  said  to  have  been 
first  conceived,  she  has  given  a  late  Ser- 
jeant of  her  army  for  a  king.  Naples, 
which  joined  in  tlie  league,  now  owns  the 
sway  of  a  French  soidier,  who,  as  we  are 
told,  sprang  from  the  keeper  of  an  ale- 
house; while  Spain,  whose  royal  family 
arc  captives  iu  France,  and  Portugal, 
whose  royal  family  have  been  compelled 
to  flee  across  the  ocean,  are  now  the 
theatre  of  a  «'ar  between  France  and  her 

only    unsubdued    enemy,    England. 

This  is  what  has  been  done  in  the  way, of 
delivering  Europe  since  the  year  1794;  and 
yet  are  there  men  lo  bid  us  hope  for  the 
Deliverarxs  of  Europe,  and  that,  too,  under 
the  guidance  of  ti.-it  .same  set  of  politicians, 
who  have  had  the  power  in   their  hands 

from  that  day  10   this! But,  there   is 

one  view  of  this  matter  that  such  men  as 
the  Lord  Chancellor  never  seem  to  take. 
They  bote  the  French  themselves,  and 
they  .seem  to  think  that  every  body  else 
must  hate  them  t»o.  But  this  by  no  means 
iollows;  and,  indeed,  it  is  notorious,  that, 
in   many   cases,  the  contrary  has  been^ 
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and  is,  notoriously  the  fact. — We  have 
had  for  our  allies  every  state  in  Europe,  I 
believe,  France  only  excepted.  The  Em- 
peror, Kincr  of  Prusiiia,  King  of  Naples, 
King  of  Spain,  Queen  of  Portugal,  King 
of  Sardinia,  the  Stadtholder,  the  King  of 
Sweden,  the  Ernperor  of  Russia,  the  Grr- 
man  princes,  Louis  the  XVIII,  the  Knights 
of  Malta;  all,  all  have  been  our  allies. 
What  has  been  their/«/e?  What  has  hap- 
pened to  them  while  liiey  were  our  allies  ? 

How  have  we  delivered   them  ? Look 

then.  Fancy  them  all  before  you,  reader, 
assembled  in  a  group.  Will  they  tell 
you  that  they  have  been  delivered? 
Can  you  make  than  hope  for  deli- 
verance at  your  hands  ? And,  as  to  the 

•people  of  the  several  countries  subdued  by 
France,  it  is  notorious,  that,  so  far  from 
their  resisting  the  French,  they,  in  gene- 
ral, assisted  them.  Where  h  xha  grotmd, 
then,    of  an    opinion,    that    these    peojjie 


would  like  to  be  delivered 


\y  ^^ 


^In 


the  year  \19^  the  Great  Deliverer  sent  an 
army  to  assist  in  the  deliverance  of  the 
Dutcii.  The  Dutch  did  not  wish  to  be  de- 
livered ;  they  treated  his  army  like  dogs; 
they  refused  them  victuals  and  drink  even 
for  money  ;  they  considered  them,  in 
short,  as  their  enemies,  and  the  French 
army  as  their  friends.  The  same  thing 
has  hajjpened  since  ;  and,  even  but  the 
other  day,  when  we  invaded  the  province 
of  Zealand,  no  warmth  of  reception  did  we 
meet  with.  Not  a  Dutchman  joined  our 
standard.  No  acclamations  of  the  people; 
no  addresses;  submission,  and  that  was  v.li; 
submission  as  to  conquerors,  but  not  a  word 
of  deliverance  did  we  ht^ar  from  the  Dutch. 
How  we  hnve  been  received  in  Flanders, 
in  Italy,  in  Egypt,  in  Germany,  in  Den- 
mark, at  Tiiiilon,  at  Quiberon,  and,  in 
short,  any  where  that  can  be  named,  I 
need  not  tell  the  reader.  He  knows  how 
we  hav^  been  received;  he  knows  in  what 
way  we  have  been  hailed.  He  knows  of 
what  kind  have  been  the  blessings  that 
have  been  bestowed  Ujxm  us.  And  yet, 
there  are  men,  who  have  still  the  front  to 
tell  us,  that  we  are  to  be  the  deliverers  of 
Europe  .'-^ — From  zvliat,  however,  I  would 
ask  the  Lord  Chancellor,  are  we  to  deli- 
ver Europe?  Because  we  ought  to  have 
something  like  a  clear  idea  of  this,  else  we 
are  going  on  in  the  dark.  From-  WHAT, 
then,  my  Lord  Eldon,  are  we  to  deliver 

Europe  ? From  Napoleon  ?  Is  that  what 

you  mean  ?  If  it  be,  then  I  beg  leave  to 
remind  you,  that  you  belonged  to  a  cabi- 
net who  made  peace  with  him  j  a  cabinet 
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who  boasted  of  a  peace  with  him  ;  a  cabi- 
net who  entered  into  a  solemn  treat}'  with 
him;  aye,  and  (mark  it,  well!)  who  re- 
ceived at  his  hands  the  cession  of  one  Spa- 
nisli  and  one  Dutch  colony  !  Trinidad  and 
Ceylon  were  ceded  to  us  by  Napoleon.  It 
was  with  him,  or  his  embassador  rather, 
that  we  made  a  bargain  including  the  ces- 
sion of  those  colonies  to  us.  And,  shall 
we  now  say,  that  our  object  is  to  dcnrer 
Europe  of  him,  as  of  a  tyrant,  an  usurper, 
a  barbarian  ?  Well  do  I  remember,  ttrat, 
when  the  defmilive  treaty  was  halting  a 
liitle,  our  venal  prints  observed,  upon  the 
rumoured  dissent  of  Spain  and  Holland  : 
"  thej-^  lUAy  grumble,  but  ihey  viust  submit." 
Submit  to  what?  To  terms  that  wp,  in  con- 
junction with  Napoleon,  had  impos»-d  upon 
them.  It  is,  therefore,  a  little;  too  much 
now  to  tal-k  of  delivering  the  nation •^  of 
Europe  from  the  pouer  of  this  same  Na- 
poleon.  —Besides,  if  we  wcVe   to  drive 

him  out  from  his  several  conquests,  does  it 
follow  that  our  end  would  be  answered  ? 
Does  it  follow,  thai  the  peO()le  in  those 
states  would  choose  to  call  back  their  old 
rulers  ?  If  we  are  to  judge  from  the  past,  it 
does  not;  for,  in  no  one  instance, have  the 
people  thus  acted.  The  moment  they 
have  been  free,  they  have  set  to  work  to 
frame  new  governments.  They  have  never 
called  their  old  one  back;  and,  theretore, 
when  we  talk  about  the  deliverance  of  Eu- 
rope, let  us  consider  a  liitle  what  it  means. 

In  the  year  1792,  and  from  that  year 

to  the  year  1 800,  or  thereabouts,  the  Dt^per- 
(ince  of  Europe  ?i\mkiA  principally  at  the  Ja- 
cobins; enemies  to  Social  Order  and  Regu- 
lar Government,  to  the  Altar  and  the  Throne. 
These  were  the  catch-words  for  many 
years.  The  LovpUv  Loan  and  the  Vciun- 
tary  Contributions  and  the  Habeas  Corjus 
Suspensi^jn  and  many  other  memorable 
things  took  place  while  these  words  ivere 
in  vugue.  Well,  wh-^t  have  we  now  to 
find  fault  of,  then  ?  There  is  Social 
Orcfer  and  Reitrular  Government  in  plenty 
in  France  at  this  time;  and  as  to  the 
Altar  and  the  Throne,  we  hear  of  no- 
thing else  bui.  their  imperial  jMajesties,  the 
Kmg  of  Rome  and  of  Bishops  and  Masses. 
Here  is  Altar  and  Throne  and  enough  of 
them  if  we  watiled  Altar  and  Throne. 
What,  then,  displeases  us  now  ?  Will  no- 
thing suit  us?  Will  neither  republicans  nor 
emperors  do  for  us?.  ■  Ah  !  we  may  prc- 
ie«<iwhat  we  will,  but  nothing  that  we 
can  say^  or  that  we  can  now  do,  will  de- 
ceive the  people  of  France  or  of  any  of 
the  countries  of  Europe.     They  all  saw  us 
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at  the  very  head  of  the  league  against  the 
people  of  France,  long  before  Buonaparte 
was  heard  of;  and,  they  are  not  now  to  be 
persuaded,  that  we  hate  Buonaparte  merely 
because  he  oppresses,  or  is  said  to  oppress, 
the  people  of  France,  or  any  other  people. 
!No :  they  will  never  believe,  that  those  who 
approved  of  the  Duke  of  Brunswick's  Pro- 
clamations, are  hostile  to  Napoleon  on  ac- 
count of  his  hostility  to  freedom.  The 
l*iTT  Club  may,  therefore,  another  time, 
keep  their  breath  to  cool  their  porridge,  as 
far  as  relates  to  the  Deliverance  of  Europe. 
Not  only  did  the  people  of  France  and  of 
Europe  see  England  at  the  head  of  a  league 
against  the  French  before  the  name  of 
Napoleon  was  known  to  lis ;  but  they 
saw  us,  after  he  became  known,  and 
after  he  became  chief  of  the  nation, 
make  peace  with  him,  make  a  treaty  of 
Jriendship  with  him,  and  heard  us  say,  that 
we  liked  Am  belter  than  we  did  the  republican 
government.  After  this  the  people  of  France 
and  of  Europe  are  not  such  brutes  as  to 
believe,  that  our  hatred  of  Napoleon  arises 
in  any  degree,  from  his  being  an  oppres- 
sor of  the  people. 

W**.  COBBETT. 
State  Prison,  Newgate,  Friday, 
iHoy  31,  1811. 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
Portugal — The  War. — Return  of  Officers 
killed,  ivounded,  and  inissing  of  the  Army 
under  the  Command  of  Lieutenant- Gene- 
ral Lord  Viseouni  Wellington,  in  the 
Affair  of  Fuentes  Onovos,  on  the  Evening 
of  the  ^rd  of  May,  1811. 

(  Concluded  from  page  1 3  44.  J 
IstBatt.  71st  Foot — Captain  M'Intyre, 
and  Lieutenant  Fox,  severely  ;  Lieutenant 
M'Craw,  slightly ;    Ensign  Kearne,  dan- 
gerouslj^;  Adjutant  Law,  slightly. 

1st  Bait.  79th  Foot — Lieutenant  Calder, 
slightly  ;  Ensign  Brown,  severely. 

1st  Bait.  92d  Foot— Lieutenant  Hill, 
severely. 

3d  Batt.  95th  Foot — Lieuteriant  Uniacke, 
severely, 

()th  Ca^adores — Captain  de  Barros ; 
Lieutenants  de  Moratto,  ManuelJoaquim, 
and  J.  de  Sante  Anno  ;  Ensigns  Ferura 
de  Roxa  and  Anfonia  Pinto;  Adjutant 
Bento  de  Magalhoems. 

Return  of  killed,  wounded,  and  vnssing  of  the 
Army  under  the  Command  of  Licutenunt- 
General  Lord  Viscount  WelU'ifjton,  K.  B. 
in  Action  with  the  French  Art:,y  on  the  5th 
<i/'I}i(%  1811. 
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Head- Quarters,  VUla  Formosa,  ]}Iay  8. 

General  Staff — 2  wounded. 

Royal  Horse  Artillery — 1  rank  and  file, 
3  horses,  killed  ;   1  rank  and  file,  3  horses,  j 
wounded. 

Royal  Foot  Artillery — 1  serjeant,  4  rank  ' 
and  file,   9    horses,  killed ;  1    Captain,  2 
Lieutenants,    18  rank  and  file,  21  horsesg 
wounded. 

1st  Royal  Dragoons — 4  rank  and  file, 
18  horses,  killed  ;  1  Lieutenant,  36  rank 
and  file,  24  horses,  wounded. 

]4th  Light  Dragoons — 3  rank  and.  file, 
5  horses,  killed  ;  2  Captains,  2  Lieute- 
nants, I  Cornet,  6  Serjeants,  21  rank  and 
file,  22  horses,  wounded;  3  rank  and  file, 

3  horses,  missing. 
lOth  Light  Diagoons—7  rank  and  file, 

4  horses,  kdled  ;  2  Lieutenants,  16  rank 
and  file,  5  horses,  wounded  ;  1  Captain,  1 
Serjeant,  2  horses,  missing. 

1st  Hussars,  King's  German  Legion — 1 
Serjeant,  1  drummer,  6  horses,  killed;  1 
Major,  1  Captain,  I  Lieutenant,  2  Serjeants, 
1  drummer,  37  rank  and  file,  20  horses, 
wounded. 

1st  Batt,  Coldstream  Guards — 4  rank 
and  file  killed  ;  1  Captain,  2  Serjeants,  49 
rank  and  file  wounded  ;  1  Ensign,  7  rank 
and  file,  missing. 

1st  Batt.  3d  Guards — 1  Ensign,  5  rank 
and  file,  killed  ;  i  Captain,  3  Serjeants,  40 
rank  and  file,  wounded ;  1  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  12  rank  and  file,  missing. 

3d  Batt.  1st  Foot — 1  Serjeant,  8  rank 
and  file,  wounded. 

2d  Batt.  5th  Foot  — 3  rank  and  file 
wounded. 

1st  Batt.  9th  Foot— i  rank  and  file 
wounded. 

2d  Batt.  24th  Foot — 1  Lieuteiiant,  4 
rank  and  file,  killed;  2  serjeants,  17  rank 
and  file,  wounded  ;  1  Captain,  4  rank  and 
file,  missing. 

2d  Batt.  30Lh  Foot— 1  serjeant,  3  rank 
and  file,  wounded. 

2d  Batt.  42d  Foot— 1  serjeant,  1  rank 
and  file,  killed ;  1  serjeant,  22  rank  and 
file,  wounded. 

2d  Batt.  44lh  Foot— 4  rank  ant! 'file 
wounded. 

1st  Batt.  45th  Foot — 3  rank  and  file, 
killed;   1  rank  and  file  wrauided. 

1st  Batt,  50th  Foot— 3  rank  and  file, 
killed;  2  Serjeants,  19  rank  and  file, 
wounded  ;  1  Lieutenant,  4  rank  and  file, 
missing. 

51st  Foot — 5  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

5th  Batt.  60ih  Foot— 1  Major,  1  Lieu- 
tenant, 1  serjeant,  1 1  rank  and  file, 
wounded ,  I  rank  and  file,  missing. 
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1st  Batt.  7 1st  Foot — 2  Lieutenants,  1 
Serjeant,  10  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  'i  En- 
signs, 1  Staffi  6  Serjeants,  1  drummer,  64 
rank  and  file,  wounded  ;  2  Lieutenants,  2 
Serjeants,  1  drummer,  34  rank  and  file, 
missing. 

Tith  Foot — 1  Lieutenant,  2  rank  and 
file,  killed  ;  2  Captains,  1  stafl,  1  serjeant, 
52  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

1st  Batt.  79th  Foot — 1  serjeant,  26  rank 
and  file,  killed;  1  Lieutenant  Colonel,  2 
Captains,  5  Lieutenants,  I  Ensign,  5  Ser- 
jeants, 121  rank  and  file,  wounded;  2  Ser- 
jeants, 92  rank  and  file,  missing, 

2d  Batt.  33d  Foot — 1  Lieutenant,  1  ser- 
jeant, 1  drummer,  killed  ;  1  Lieutenant, 
2  Serjeants,  26  raiik  and  file,  wounded. 

85th  Foot — 1  Lieutenant,  12  rank  and 
file,  killed  ;  1  Captain,  2  Lieutenants,  3 
Serjeants,  1  drummer,  32  rank  and  file, 
wounded ;  2  Serjeants,  I  drummer,  40 
rank  and  file,  missing. 

1st  Batt.  88th  Foot — 1  Captain,  1  rank 
and  file,  killed ;  1  Lieutenant,  1  Ensign,  1 
Serjeant,  1  drummer,  45  rank  and  file, 
wounded  ;   1  rank  and  file  missing. 

1st  Batt.    92d    Foot— 7    rank  and   file, 
killed  ;  1  Major,  1  Lieutenant,  2  serjeanls, 
32  rank  and  file,  wounded. 
.  94th  Foot— 4  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

1st  Batt.  95th  Foot — I  serjeant,  6  rank 
and  file,  wounded. 

2d  Batt.  95th  Foot— 1  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 

3d  Batt.  95th  Foot — I  Lieutenant,  1 
rank  and  file,  killed;  2  rank  and  file 
wounded;  1  serjeant,  I  rank  and  file, 
missing. 

Chasseurs  Britanniques — 2  Serjeants, 
28  rank  and  file,  killed;  2  Captains,  1 
Lieutenant,  1  Ensign,  2  Serjeants,  J  5  rank 
and  file,  wounded  ;  7  rank  and  file,  missing. 

1  St  Light  Batt.  King's  German  Legion — 
2  rank  and  file,  wounded  ;  1  rank  and  file, 
missing. 

2d  Light  Batt.  King's  German  Legion — 
1  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  1  rank  and  file, 
missing. 

1st  Batt.  of  the  Line,  King's  German 
Legion — I  Major,  3  serjeanls,  14  rank  and 
file,  wounded  ;    I  rank  and  file  missing. 

2(1  ditto — 2  rank  and  file,  killed;  2  Cap- 
tains, 1 1  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  2  rank 
and  file  missing. 

5th  ditto — 8  rank  and  file,  wounded  ;  3 
rank  and  file,  missing. 

7th  ditto — 1    rank  and   file,  killed ;   1 
ensign,  1  serjeant,  4  rank  and  file,  wound- 
ed ;  2  rank  and  file,  missing. 
.  Brunswick  Oels'  Corps — 1  rank  and  file. 


killed  ;  1  Lieutenant,  2  Serjeants,  4  rank 
and  file,  wounded;  10  rank  and  file, 
missing. 

Total  British  lo.ss — 1  Captain,  7  Lieute- 
nants, 1  Ensign,  8  Serjeants,  2  drummers, 
129  rank  and  file,  45  horses,  killed  ;  2  Ge^ 
neral  Staff,  I  Lieutenant-Colonel,  4  Majors, 
15  Captains,  21  Lieutenants,  7  Cornets  ot 
Ensigns,  2  Stalf,  50  Serjeants,  4  drummer«k 
766  rank  and  file,  95  horses,  wounded;  I 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  2  Captains,  3  Lieute- 
nants, 1  Ensign,  8  Serjeants,  2  drummers, 
226  rank  and  file,  5  horses,  missing. 

Portuguese  Loss — 5  Serjeants,  1  drum- 
mer, 44  rank  and  file,  killed;  I  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  2  Lieutenants,  4 -Cornets  or  En- 
signs, 11  Serjeants,  140  rank  and  file^ 
wounded  ;  1  serjeant,  7  drummers,  43  rank 
and  file,  missing. 

General  Total — 1  Captain,  7  Lieute- 
nants, 1  Ensign,  13  serjeanls,  3  drummers, 
173  rank  and  file,  and  45  horses,  killed  ;  2 
General  Stafi^  2  Lieutenant-Colonels,  4 
Majors,  15  Captains,  23  Lieutenants,  11 
Cornets  or  Ensigns,  2  staflT,  61  serjeanls,  4 
drummers,  906  rank  and  file,  and  95 
horses,  wounded  ;  1  Lieutenant  Colonel,  2 
Captains,  3  Lieutenants,  1  Ensign,  "9  Ser- 
jeants, 9  drummers,  269  rank  and  file,  and 
5  luirses,  missingi 

(Signed)  Charles  Stewaut, 

Major-Gen.  and  Adjut.-Gen. 

Names  of  Officers  killed,  wounded,  and  mis- 
sing of  the  army  under  the  command  of 
Lieiiienant- General  Viscount  Wellington, 
in  Action  with  the  French  Airni/  on  the 
bthofMay,  ISll. 

Killed. 
1st  Batt.  3d  Guards— Ensign  Cook.son. 
2d  Batt.  24th  Foot — Lieutenant  Leland. 
1st,  Batt.  7  1st  Foot — Lieutenants  Hous- 
ton and  Graham. 

74th  Foot — Lieutenant  Johnstone. 

2d  Batt.  S3d  Foot — Lieutenant  Ferris. 

85 th  Foot— Lieutenant  Holmes. 

1st  Batt.  8Sth  Foot — Captain  Lvvin. 

3d  Batt.  95lh  Foot — Lieutenant  Westby . 

Woimded. 

Major-General  Nighlingall,  slightly. 

10th  Hussars — Lieutenant  Fitzciarence, 
Aid-du-Camp  to  Major-General  Stev-»art, 
slightly. 

British  Foot  Artillery — Captain  G. 
Thompson,  Lieutenants  Martin  and  Wool- 
combe,  slightly. 

1  St  Royal  Dragoons — Lieutenant  Forster, 
slightly. 

14th  Light  Dragoons— Captain  Knipe, 


severdy  ; 
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Captain    Mills,     Lieutenants 
and    Badcock,    Cornet     Elles, 


(rwynne 

slightly. 

■I6th  Light  Dragoons — Lieutenant  Wey- 
land,  severely ;  Lieutenant  Blake,  ditto, 
since  dead. 

1st  Kussars,  King's  -German  Legion — 
Major  Meyer,  slightly;  Captain  pruben. 
Lieutenant  Krauckcnberg,  severely. 

1st  Batt.  Coldstream  Guards — Captain 
Hervey,  slightly. 

J  St  Bait.  3d  Guards — Captain  Clitherow, 
slightly. 

5th  Batt.  60th  Foot— Major  Woodgate, 
Lieutenant  Wynne,  slightly. 

1st  Batt.  Vl^t  Foot— Ensign  Cox, 
slighily;  Endign  Vandeleur,  severely; 
Adjutant  Law,  slightly. 

ivSw  Fo  )t — Captain  M'Queen, severely ; 
'Gaptaitt  Mirore,  Ad3ut;^^t  Vvhite,  slightly. 

1  St  Batt.  l<jiii  Foot— LiiUtenant-Colonel 
Cameron,  scver«lv  ;  Capiain  Frasev, 
slightly  ;.  Caprain  Da.  idson,  severely; 
since  dead.  Lieuiei.antSinciair.siightfy  ; 
Lieuteuailfs  A.  Cai^.eron,  \¥ebh,  and  Ro- 
binson, fevereiy  •  Lieutenant  A.  Eraser, 
Ensign,  W.  Cameron,  slightly. 

2d  Batt.  KSd  Foot— Lieutenant  Vericker, 
Bevt-rely.  ■   , 

85Lli  Fur)L — Ca.>(.ai;i  Nixon,  slightly; 
Lieutenant  Brock,  ^dxingerously  ;  Lieute- 
nant Hogg,  severely.       •    :    • 

Isfc  Bait.  iSSth  Foot — Lieutenant  MAl- 
■pine,  siiigUtly  ;    Ensign  Hogan,  severelv. 

1st  Batt.  92d  Foot— Major  Grant,  'se- 
verely, left  leg  amputated;  Lieutenant 
M'Nab,  severely  ;  right  arm  amputated. 

Chasseurs  Britanuiqyes — Captains  Freu- 
Jer  and  Tourneibit,  slit-htly  ;  Lieutenant 
Blemer,  slightly;  Ensign  Frot'o,  severely. 

1st  Line  Batt.  Kmg'a  German  Legion — 
Major  Beck,  slightiy. 

26  Line  Butt.  King's  German  Legion — 
Captains  Muiler  and  Decken,  severely. 

7Ui  Line  Bat*.  King's  German  Legion — 
Ensign  Bachelie,  severely. 

Brunswick  Oels—Lieulenant  Zolsikoser, 
slightly. 

iilst  Portuguese  Regiment — Ensign 
Francisco  de  Paula,  slightly. 

3iJ  Cacadoies — Lieutenant  Joao  de 
Broknique,  slightly. 

O'h  ditto — Lieu.enant-Colonel  Sebaslio 
Pinlj,  Lieutenant  jN^ze  Vas,  Ensigris  Jozf. 
B^^rreira  and  Francisco  Pcixoto,  slighdy  ; 
Ensign  Pcrreija,  severely,  since  dead. 

Missing. 

1  fith  Ligiit  prag9on!!i~Captain  Belli. 

Suaids^Easl|[n 


1st.  Batt.  3d  Guards — Lieuteuant-Colo- 
nelHiU. 

2d  Batt.  24th  Foot-— Captain  Andrews. 

1st  Batt.  50th  Foot — Lieutenaht  Ryan. 

1st  Batt.  71st  Foot — Lieutenants  Roy 
and  Baldwin.  Charles  Stevvart, 

Maj.-Gen.  and  Adj.-Gen. 


Portugal. — The  War. — From  the  London 
Gazette,  May  28, 181 1 . — Downing- istreet, 
May  28,  181  1. — A  Dispatch,  of  which 
the  follow  iyig  is  an  Extract,  was  this  day 
received  at  the  Earl  of  Liverpool' s  Office^ 
addressed  to  h/s  Lordship  by  Lieutenant- 
Generai  Lord  Viscount  Wellington,  K.  S. 
dated  Villa  Formosa,  I5ih  May,  1 S 1 1 . 

Villa  Formosa,  May  15,  1811. 
No  part  of  the  enemy's  army  remained 
on  the  left  of  the  Aguedaon  the  evening  of 
the  loth  instant,  excepting  one  brigade  of 
Ciivalrv  close  lo  the  Bridge  of  Ciudad  Rod- 
rigo.  The2d  corps  had  crossed  nt  Barbadel 
fuerco  and  the  Ford  of  Val  d'Espino,  and 
were  cantoned  in  that  neighbourhood ; 
and  our  advanced  posts  were  upon  the 
Azava  and  the  Lower  Agueda.-r-The  6th 
division  resumed  (he  duty  of  the  blockade 
of  Almeida  on  that  evening,  and  Major- 
Genera!  Sir  Vvilliam  Erskine  was  ordered 
to  send  a  battalion  i,o  Barba  del  Puerco, 
t<'  tjuard  the  bridge  there,  which  had  been 
previously  ordered,  and  had  been  posted 
to  oijserve  the  passages  of  the  Duas  Casas> 
between  Aldea  del  Bispo  and  Barba  del 
Puerco. — The  enemy  blew  up  some  mines 
which  they  had  constructed  in  the  works 
of  Almeida,  a  little  before  one  on  the 
morning  of  the  1 1th,  and  immediately 
attacked  the  picquets  by  which  the  place 
was  observed,  and  forced  their  way  through 
them.  They  fired  but  little,  and  they  ap- 
peared to  have  marched  between  the 
bodies  of  troops  posted  to  support  the 
picquets— and  in  particular  could  not 
have  passed  far  from  the  right  of  the 
Queen's  Kegiment. — Upon  the  first  alarm 
Brigadier-General  Pack,  who  was  at  Mal- 
partida,  joined  the  picquets,  and  continued 
ic.  follow  and  to  fire  upon  the  enemy,  as  a 
guid'j  for  the  march  of  the  other  troops 
employed  in  the  blockade;  and  Major- 
General  Campbell  marched  from  Malpar- 
tiila  with  a  part  of  the  first  baltalion  36th 
regiment.  But  the  enemy  continued  their 
march  in  a  solid  compact  body  without 
firing,  and  were  well  guided  between  the 
positions  occupied  by  our  troops.— The 
4lh  regiment,  which  was  ordered  to  oc- 
cupy Barba    del  Puerco>    unfortunately 
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missed  the  road,  and  did  not  arrive  there 
till  (he  enemy  had  reached  the  place,  and 
coninioiiixd  to  descend  the  bridge  ;  and 
at  the  saiue  moment  wiili  ihe  3'.)ih  regi- 
ment, wiiii  Major  Gi^iieral  Campbell,  and 
the  light  battalions  ot"  the  5ih  division, 
which  Major  General  Sir  William  Erskine 
had  detached  from  Aldea  del  Bispo  U> 
Barba  del  Puerto,  as  soon  as  he  had  iieard 
that  the  enemy  had  come  out  I'rom  Al- 
meida.— The  enemy  sutiijied  very  consi- 
di  -able  loss  both  in  prisoners  and  in  killed 
and  wounded,  as  well  in  the  march  from 
Almeida  as  in  the  naosage  of  tlic  Agueda. 
It  appears  that  that  ;;art  of  the  '/d  corps 
wiiich  were  in  St.  Felices,  formed  upon 
the  river  to  protect  their  passa,Hft  as  soon 
as  they  heard  the  firing;  and  the  lion our- 
able  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cociirane  of  the 
SLith,  who  had  crossed  with  a  detachment 
of  the  36th  and  of  the  -Ith  reg;iments,  was 
obliged  to  retire  with  some  loss. — The 
enemy  are  indebted  for  the  ?mall  part  of 
the. garrison  which  they  have  saved  pihi- 
cipe^liy  to  the  oniortunate  missake  of  the 
road  to  Barba  dei  Pue'co  by  the  4-th  regi- 
ment. Durn)g  the  pt^idd  of  the  blockade, 
but  particularly  during  the  period  th  .t  the 
enemy's  ami}'  were  between  the  Duas 
Casas  and  the  Azava,  tb.e  garrison  were  in 
the  habit  of  Ijring  cannon  during  the 
night ;  and  the  picquets  near  the  place 
were  frequently  attacked.  On  the  night 
of  ihe  7th -liiere  had  i)ten  a  very  heavy 
fire  of  cannon  from  the  place,  and  the 
picquets  were  attacked  ;  anii  another  on 
the  night  of  the  8th,  and  the  Queen's  re- 
giment in  particular,  and  the  other  troops 
employed  in  the  blockade,  were  induced 
to  believe  that  the  explosion  which  they 
heard  in  the  morninj^,  of  the  1 1th  was  of 
the  same  description  with  those  which 
they  had  heard  on  the  preceding-  nights; 
and  the  Queen's  regiment  did  not  move  at 
all,  nor  trie  other  troops,  til!  the  cause  of 
explosion  had  been  ascertained — Since  the 
11th  inst.  the  enemy  have  coniuiued  their 
retreat  towards  the  Tormes. — I  enclose  a 
return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the 
troops  engaged  at  Barba  del  Puerco. 

Reiufn  of  killed,  wounded  and  misnns;  of  the 
Army  under  lite  Command  of  Liiutaiam 
General  Lord  Viscount  Wellington,  K.  B. 
at  Barba  del  I'ueico,  on  the  1 1  th  May, 
J811i 

Head  Quarters,  Villa  Formosa,  May  ]5. 
1st  Batt.  4th  Foot— 2  rank  and  file  kill- 
ed ;     1    Lieutenant,     10    rank    and    file, 
jvounded  ;    i  Serjeant,  4   rank  and  file, 
missing. 
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1st  Batt.  3dth  Foot — 2  rank  and  file 
killed;  5  rank  and  file  wonmli-d ;  1  Lieu- 
tenant, 10  rank  and  iile,  missing. 

Total — 4  rank  and  file  killed  ;   1  Lieu- 
tenant, 15  rank  and  file  wounded  ;  1  Lieu- 
tenant, 1  Serjeant,    14  rank  and  file,  miss-' 
in^";. 

N'i7nes  of  OJJicers  killed,  v:ovnded  and  missivg. 

1st  Batt.  4th  Foot — Lieutenant  Robert 
M'Intosh  woljnded. 

J  si  Batt.  Sijih  Foot — Lieutenant  ?»'Iocdy 
rai.ssing. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Philip  Cameron,  of  the 
79th  regiirient,  wounded  on  tl>e  5th  Mav 
rSi],  died  on  the  13th  May  1811. 

Ch.^kles  StEWAUTj 
M'ijor  Gen.  and  Adj.  Gen. 

Foreign  Oficc,  May  28,  1 S 11 . 

Dispatches  were  thi.s  morning  received 
at  tile  office  of  the  Marquis  Wellesley, 
from  Mr.  Smart,  his  Majesty's  Minister 
:At  Lisbon,  dated  the  18th  instant,  by  which 
it  appears,  ih-it  on  the  lOth,  at  midnight, 
the  garrison  of  Almeida  blew  up  the  works 
of  that  fortress,  and  effected  a  retreat  to 
Barba  del  Puerco  with  considerable  loss. 

Marshal  Soult  broke  up  from  Gillena 
on  the  <Jih  of  May,  at  the  head  of  15,000 
men,  and  his  Head-quarters  were  at  Zafra 
on  the  l3th,  where  he  effected  a  junction 
with  the  division  of  General  Latour  Mau- 
bourg,  which  increased  his  numbers  to 
near  22,000  men.  General  Baliasteros 
immediately  fell  back  and  united  his 
corps  with  that  of  General  Blake;  their 
combinetl  strength  moved  from  Xeres  to 
Barcarotta.  On  the  13th,  Marshal  Beres- 
ford  and  General  Castanos  concentrated 
their  forces  in  Valverde,  where  it  would 
appear  they  have  been  since  joined  by 
General  Blake.— On  the  !(3th  Marslial 
Soult  attacked  the  combined  army  at  Al- 
boera,  and,  afier  an  obstinate  action,  was 
repulsed  with  great,  loas,  abandoning  his 
vvounded,  and  retirmg  to  a  position  in 
sight  of  lilt  British  advanced  posts.— The 
loss  on  riie  jjart  of  the  allies  is  not  speci* 
fied,  but  understood  to  be  very  severe. 
Major-General  Houghton  kided  ;  Major- 
Generals  Cole  and  W.  Stewart,  slightly 
wounded  ;  Lieutenant-Colonels  Sir  W. 
Myers  and  Duckworth,  killed. 

The  following  is  a  translation  of  the 
Telegraphic  coininunica;ion  received  at 
Lisbon:— May  17,  181 1'.  —  Elvas,  half 
past  1 1,  A.  M. — At  nine  yesterday  morn- 
ing Marshal  Soult  attacked  our  Array  at 
Alboera.     It  was  a  great  battle.      Our 
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Armies  were  victorious.  The  enemy  aban- 
doned their  wounded,  and  took  up  a  new 
position  in  sight  of  our  Army. — Klvas, 
May  18,  seven  P.  M.— The  battle  lasted 
six  hours  and  a  half.  It  was  contested. — 
The  Armies  maintained  the  same  positions. 
The  Allies  had  General  Houghton  killed 
and  three  Generals  wounded.  The  enemy 
two  killed  and  one  wounded.  At  eight 
this  morning  Gen.  Houghton  was  buried. 


France — Official  Account  of  the  Batik  of 
Almeida. — Paris  May  22. — iVews  from 
tht  Armies  of  Spain  arid  PcrtngaL 

ARMY  OF  PORTUGAL. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  High- 
ness, that  on  the  2d  May,  at  day -break, 
I  ordered  the  bedy  of  the  army  to  pass  the 
Agueda,  at  the  bridge  of  Rodrigo,  and  to 
proceed,  tho  2d  upon  Marialva,  the  Slh 
and  9!h  upon  Carpeo,  with  the  reserve  of 
cavalry;  the  6lh  upon  Espeja,  with  the 
rest  of  the  cavalry.  The  movement  was 
effected  with  much  order,  the  advanced 
posts  of  the  enemy  were  driven  in,  and  , 
the  preparations  which  they  had  made  to 
defend  the  defiles  of  Marialva,  were  ren- 
dered useless  by  the  passage  of  the  Azava, 
at  Carpio.  This  operation  was  executed 
without  much  obstacle  from  the  enemy, 
and  their  advanced  guard  of  J  i  squadrons 
of  cavalry,  su^jported  by  some  hundreds 
of  fantassins,  with  arlilk-ry,  was  warmly 
treated  to  beyond  Gallegos.  The  army 
took  the  following  position:  the  2d  corps 
in  the  rear  and  to  liie  right  of  Gallegos  ;  a 
division  of  the  8th  on  the  left  of  that  vil- 
lage, which  was  occupied  by  the  advanced 
posts  ;  the  Gth  in  the  r?ar  of  Espeja,  and 
the  9lh  in  reserve  before  Carpio.— The  in- 
formation I  had  reldtive  to  the  ejiemy, 
staied  that  they  occupied,  with  40  to 
50,000  men,  a  fine  line  of  battle  behind 
the  brook  of  Onoro  on  a  hill,  whose  left  of 
difficult  access,  was  supported  by  Fort 
Conception:  the  right,  more  accessible, 
was  at  Nava  de  Avel ;  the  head-quarters 
at  Villa  Formosa.  Yet  this  position  of 
the  enemy  was  not  v/ithout  danger  to 
them,  since  they  had  behind  their  front 
the  rocky  bed  of  the  Coa,  and  but  a  single 
carriage  communication,  sufficiently  dif- 
ficult, by  Castel  Bom.— On  the  3d,  in  the 
morning,  the  array  marched  forward,  the 
second  corps  forming  still  the  right  and 
|3roceeding  upon  Alameda,  a  division  of 
the  Sth,  on  the  leftcf  that  village,  and  the 
,9th,  with  the  cavalry,  marched  from  Es- 
peja upon  Fuentes  d'Onoro,     My  plan 


was,  to  proceed  in  force  on  the   right  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  seize  the  communica- 
tion of  Castel  Bom.     In  consequence,  and 
whilst  the  second  and  seventh  corps,  and 
the  division  of  the  Sth,   kept  the  centre  of 
the  enemy  in  check,  1  proceeded  towards 
the  right  with  the  0th  corps  pursuing  their 
rear  guard,  the  greater  part  of  which  was 
warmly    repulsed    in    Fuentes   d'Onoro. 
This  village  is  hidden  by  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  and  placed  in  part  on  the  foot  of 
the  little   hill  which  the  enemy  possess- 
ed.    I    hoped  to  carry  it  and  keep  it— 
I  attacked  it,   and  it  was  soon  occupied. 
The  English  General,  who  saw  a  part  of 
his  line  cut  off  by  the  occupation  of  this 
important  post,  did  not  cease  to  throw  in 
fresh  troops,  and  he  got  possession  of  it.— 
Trie  division  Ferey,  which  was  alone  em- 
ployed in  this  attack,  had  soon  driven  the 
enemy  from  the  village.      It   lost  in  its 
turn  ;  in  fine,  having  seen  it  taken  and  re- 
taken, I  sustained  the  division  with  four 
battalions  of  reserve  of  the  division  Mar- 
chand,  with  the  t3th  corps,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  village  remained  in  our  hands 
during  the  night.     In  the  mean  time  they 
exchanged  some   cannon  in  the  centre, 
and    they   disputed    feebly   some    small 
pos*s  ;   the  village  of  Alameda  remained 
with  us. — On  the  4th,  at  day-break,  the 
exieniy,  extremely  uneasy  at  the  occupa- 
tion of  Fuentes  d'Onoro,  which  opened  us 
a  debouche  in  the  midst  of  their  line,  en- 
deavoured in  vain  to  retake  it ;  they  were 
wannly  repulsed ;    they  then  filled  with 
troops   the  avenues   of  the    village,    the 
recks  and  walls  that  flanked  it,  and  ren- 
dered by  all  sorts  of  means  the  entire  oc- 
cupation of  the  upper  part  of  the  village 
very  difficult.     Hence  I  saw  that  the  ad- 
vantage would  cost  the  army  too  dear,  and 
I  employed  myself  in  the  dispositions  ne- 
cessary for  a  fresh  attack.     I  reconnoitred 
carefuily   the  flank  of  the  enemy  which 
were  guarded  by  the  cavalry  and  the  mili- 
tia of  the  country.     I  found  an  accessible 
ground  between  Nava  de  Aval  and  Poso- 
bello,  and  I  resolved  to  direct  the  army 
thither.     The  orders  were  sent  oft"  in  the 
evening,  and   the   movements  were  exe- 
cuted during  the  night. — On  the  .5th,  at 
day-break,  the  army  was  placed  as  follows: 
the  1st  and  2d  divisions  of  the  6th  corps  in 
face  of  Posobello,  having  the  2d  division 
of  the  Sth  in  reserve;  all  the  cavalry  of 
the   army    waited    under  the    orders  of 
General  Montbrun,  on  the  left  of  the  in- 
fantry.    The  troops,  placed  opposite  the 
right   of  the  enemy,    were    destined  ♦* 
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turn  and  overthrow  it.  The  3d  division 
of  the  6llj  cor[)s  occupying  a  part  of  the 
village  of  Fueiites  d'Onoro,  and  destined 
to  attack  it  again,  formed  tlie  centre  with 
the  9th  corps,  which  was  in  the  rear  and 
in  reserve.  On  the  right  was  the  2d  corps, 
the  first  divisioti  of  which  leaned  upon 
Almeida,  and  the  2d  had  been  placed  in- 
termediately between  that  village  and 
Fuentes  d'Onoro.  These  corps  of  the 
army  had  orders  to  favour,  by  petty  at- 
tacks, the  grand  movement  of  the  army, 
and  to  manoeuvre  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
unite  vviili  it  in  proportion  as  it  gained 
ground  upon  the  enemy.  The  village  of 
Posobello,  and  the  woods  that  flanked  it 
were  full  of  English  infantry  ;  they  were 
vigorously  attacked  by  tlie  first  division  of 
tlje  6th  corps,  and  carried  by  the  bayonet. 
The  enemy  lost  many  killed  and  made 
prisoners.  The  three  divisions  marched 
in  close  columns  by  echelons  on  the  village 
and  its  flanks.  In  the  rear  the  enemy 
shewed  a  line  of  twenty  squadrons,  sup- 
ported by  several  battalions  of  infantry 
and  ] 2  pieces  of  cannon.  General  Mont- 
brun  manoeuvred  on  my  left,  in  a  manner 
to  gain  the  summit  of  the  heights  and  the 
I  ight  of  the  enemy  ;  he  had  to  sustain 
several  charges  before  he  could  gain  it. — 
As  soon  as  he  had  reached  the  summit,  he 
charged  in  columns  by  regiments  the 
enemy's  cavalry.  Vvith  the  greati^st  suc- 
cess, and  with  extraordinary  vigour.  In 
spile  of  the  artillery  and  the  infantry  con- 
cealed in  the  rocks,  he  overthrew  succes- 
sively these  twenty  English  squadrons, 
and  drove  them  more  than  a  league  before 
him.  However,  the  1st  and  2d  division  of 
the  Olh  corps  followed  the  movements  of 
the  cavalry  in  colunui,  and  a  division  of 
the  Sth  marched  in  reserve.  The  !)th 
corps  advanced  its  left  to  connect  itself 
vvith  the  grand  attack.  The  .'id  division 
of  the  tjth  corps  attacked  the  village  of 
Fuentes  d'Onoro  warmly,  where  the  enemy 
thfew  in  still  considerable  force  to  occupy 
that  debouche,  and  cut  off  the  communi- 
cation benveen  our  centre  and  left.  The 
enemy  had  his  right  routed,  and  the  corps 
that  composed  it  fled  dispersed  towards 
the  centre,  where  they  could  unite  again 
behind  the  English  regiments  that  were 
coming  in  great  hkste  from  the  left.  The 
level  on  which  we  had  just  manoeuvred  is 
narrower  in  this  part.  From  this  summit 
descend  two  ravines,  very  rocky  and 
dilTicult,  where  the  villages  of  Fuentes 
d'Onoro  and  Villa  Formosa  are.  Lord 
Wellington  filled  these  ravines  with  Tiral- 
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leurs,  stationed  on  thr-  back  part  of  a  gcofl 
deal  of  artillery,  and  occupied  the  summit 
in  thiee  squares.  Our  cavaliy  having 
reached  this  point,  fell  vigorously  on  the 
squares,  and  broke  them  all.  I  then  took 
up  a  position  opposite  the  enemy's  line. 
Before  our  infantry  could  arrive,  the 
enemy  had  had  time  to  cover  the  simimit 
of  the  level  with  several  lines  of  English 
infantry  and  a  numerous  artillery  ;  they 
threw  fresh  troops  into  Fuentes  d'Onoro, 
and  strengthened  also  Villa  Formosa  on 
the  right.  The  divisions  of  Ferey  and 
Claparede  attacked  Fuentes  d'Onoro  vi- 
gorously, and  drove  the  enemy  several 
times  from  it;  but  as  soon  as  they  reached 
the  summit,  they  were  overwhelmed  by 
the  artillery.  The  English  threw  inces- 
santly considerable  reinforcements  of  their 
best  troops,  and  attacked  over  th6  rocks 
that  were  upon  their  right  flank ;  they 
lost  500  prisoners,  and  more  than  800 
killed,  amongst  whom  are  several  officers 
and  Scotch. — The  ardour  of  the  soldiers 
was  unparalleled. — The  army  on  this  day, 
in  which  the  whole  honour  of  arms  re- 
mained with  them,  took  lOO  men  froni 
the  enemy,  amongst  whom  are  a  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel, and  a  great  number  of  Of- 
ficers, and  killed  and  .vounded  upwards  of 
2,000,  They  overthrew  and  defeated 
their  right  winrr,  and  gained  more  than  a 
league  of  ground  fron>  it.  The  enemy 
passed  the  night  after  the  battle  in  en- 
trenching strofTgly  the  summit  of  the 
level,  ihey  placed  also  epaulements  on  the 
ravines,  and  behind  the  rocks.  In  fine, 
they  barricadoed  the  summit  of  the  vil- 
lages of  Fuentes  d'Onoro  and  VUla  For- 
mosa, drawing  to  their  assistance  all  the 
resources  of  forlihcation  against  an  attack 
by  main  force. — In  order  to  be  able  to 
profit  by  the  advanlages  of  this  day,  I 
intend  to  approach  Almeida  —  Our  loss 
has  been  400  killed  and  wounded.  Of- 
ficers, generals,  and  soldiers,  al!  fulfilled 
their  duty  with  devotion  and  bravery. 
General  of  Division  Montbrun,  command- 
ing the  cavalry  of  the  army,  displayed  on 
the  5th  extreme  skill  in  the  manoeuvres,  a 
skill  calculated  to  make  the  most  of  the 
intrepidity  of  the  regiments  under  his 
orders.  Generals  Fourneer,  Waitier,  Lor- 
cet,  Maucune,  Vicyey,  and  Col.  Ornaro 
of  the  25th  Dragoons,  particularly  dis- 
tinguished themselves. — I  shall  hive  the 
honour  to  make  known  to  you  particularly 
the  acts  that  signalized  the  5th.  M.  de 
Sipteuil,  your  Highness's  Aide  de  Camp, 
had  his  leg  carried  away  by  a  cannoa 
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ball.  This  briive  and  interesting  young 
Officer  was  at  the  head  of  a  charge  of 
dragoons.  Me  suffered  anipotaiion  with 
inuch  coolness,  and  is  out  uf  danger,— I 
am,  with  respectful  devotion,  your  High- 
ness's,  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  Marshal  Prince  of  Essling, 
Camp  of  Fuentes  d'Onoro,  May  7. 

DISTRICT  OF  THE  AUMY  OF  THE  SOUTH. 

General  Latour  Maubourg,  commanding 
the  fifth  corps  of  the  army,  reconnoitred 
on  the  7ih  of  April,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  advanced  posts  of  Beresford's 
army  below  Juraincnta  ;  an  English 
squadron  was  surprised.  General  Vel- 
lande  took  a  hundred  prisoners  mounied, 
among  others  a  Major;  ail  of  the  I.'Sth 
English  regiment. — Buciajoz  is  armed  and 
provisittned  for  several  months.  Olivanza 
not  being  armed,  the  garrison  retired  at 
the  approach  of  the  army  of  Eeresford, 
which  entered  it  on  the  J 5th,  and  found 
only  200  sick. — Lord  Wellington  came  to 
reconnoitre  Badajoz  on  the  22d.  General 
Phillipin  made  a  sortie  widi  two  battalions, 
and  warmly  repulsed  him. — Blake,  at  the 
head  of  8,000  Spaniards,  forming  the  gar- 
rison of  Cadiz,  debarked  at  Ayamonle,  to 
ac*  in  concert  with  Beresford. — The  ad- 
vanced guard  of  the  reinforcements  des- 
tined for  the  army  of  the  South,  arrived 
at  Cardovo  on  the  '22d.  The  Duke  of 
Dalmatia  had  at  that  period  united  at 
Sevdle  a  reserve  of  20,000  men,  without 
having  touched  the  troop.s  besieging  Cadiz, 
and  without  comprising  the  reinforce- 
ments that  arrived,  n^  r  the  5tii  corps  ; 
which,  under  General  Latour  Maubourg, 
was  on  the  frontiers  of  Estvemadtira,  ob- 
serving the  allied  armies.-— I  he  French 
artilleiy  besieging  Cadiz  has  fou^id  out 
the  secret  of  bring  bomb.n,  which  carry 
3,025  toises,  burst  admiraidy,  and  whose 
fuse  keeps  extreiiteiy  well  during  the 
whole  of  its  passage.— The  Duke  of  Tre- 
viso,  whose  health  has  suiTe.ed  by  the  cli- 
mate of  Andalusia,  is  arrived  at  Madrid. 

AFsMY   OF  CATALONI.A. 

\  Campo  Verde,  commanding  (he  Insur- 

gents of  Catalonia,  having  learnt  at  Tarra- 
gona the  succes.s  inspired  by  the  treason 
of  Figueras,  set  off  with  eight  thousand 
meii,  and  ptoceeded  against  Olot.  He 
wanted  to  raise  en  masse  all  Upper  Cata- 
lonia;  but  he  did  not  succeed.  The  Mi- 
quelets  who  had  surprised  Figueras,  and 
garrisoned  it,  were  the  concenti;ation  of  all 
^he  different  bands.    Since  they  had  been 
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surrounded  in  Figueras,  the  most  respect* 
able  part  of  the  country  have  had  the 
upper  hand.  This  state  of  things  made 
the  insurgents  comprehend  the  necessity 
of  raising  the  blockade  of  F"igueras,  and 
of  strengthening  the  garrison,  in'order  to 
restore  those  bands  to  their  real  service. 
Campo  Verde  sent  a  convoy  of  provisions 
on  1,200  mules;  he  reinforced  himself 
with  3,000  men,  and  he  appeared,  on  the 
3d  May,  at  7  a.m.  in  the  environs  of  Fi- 
gueras; a  column  of  2,000  men  appeared 
on  the  mountain  north  of  Figueras,  and 
attacked  the  advanced  posts  of  the  camp 
of  Liers.  The  principal  corps  debouched 
on  the  side  of  Avignon,  and  reached  the 
first  houses  of  Figueras  announcing  the 
intention  to  get  possession  of  the  town.-— 
General  Baraguay  dTdilliers  immediately 
made  his  dispositions.  He  left  Colonel 
Petit  to  command  the  camp  of  Liers,  and 
to  repulse  the  attack  of  the  enemy  on  that 
side.  He  reinforced  the  garrison  of  the 
town  and  those  of  the  redoubts  which  sup- 
ported the  line  of  blockade,  and  he  march- 
ed to  Campo  Verde  with  4,000  men. — 
Whilst  the  insurgents  attacked  the  town 
warndy,  and  were  repulsed  with  enormous 
loss.  General  Baraguay  d'Hilliers  attacked 
them  in  flank  and  threw  them  into  dis- 
order. The  Chasseurs  of  the  29th  regi- 
ment, and  a  squadron  of  the  2tth  dragoons, 
overwhelmed  the  enemy  and  completed 
their  rout.  Two  thousand  made  prisoners, 
among  whom  are  120officers,  3,000  killed, 
four  standards  taken,  and  the  convoy 
destined  to  revictual  Fort  Figueras  re- 
mained in  our  power.  Such  are  the  re- 
sults of  this  affair. — During  the  battle  the 
English  had  debarked  a  column  on  the 
side  of  Rosas;  but  this  column  was  kept 
in  check  by  the  garrison  of  the  fort,  and 
embarked  precipitately  after  the  disaster 
of  Campo  Verde,  whose  dispirited  troops 
could  not  rally.  We  were  made  to  hope 
that  General  Suchet,  with  the  army  of 
Aragon,  having  marched  upon  Tarragona, 
the  wreck  of  Campo  Verde^s  army  would 
not  be  able  to  return  to'ihat  place. — Our 
loss  has  been  slight.  Conmiandant  Beas- 
nono,  Colonels  Lanorque,  &c.  distinguish- 
ed themselves. 


PITT'S  BIRTH  DAY. 
From  the  Venal  Pmnts  of  the  28th  or  . 
May,  ISJl.  '; 

Celebration  of  the  Anniversary  of  the  Birth- 
Day  of  the  Illustrious  and  Immortal  Pitt. 
The  Anniversary  of  the  Birth-day  of> 
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that  illustrious  and  ever  to  be  lamented 
Statesman,  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt, 
was  yesterday  celebrated  at  Merchant 
Taylor.';'  Hall,  by  perhaps  the  most  re- 
spectable company  ol  Noblemen  and  Gen- 
tlemen that  has  ever  on  any  similar  occa- 
sion been  witnessed.  A  mixture  of  solem- 
nity and  exultation  was  manifested  on  the 
occasion;  the  scene  was  most  interesting 
and  impressive,  and  the  respectable  as- 
semblage looked  towards  the  present  Mi- 
nisters, who  surrounded  the  chair,  as  so 
many  Etisnas  who  had  caught  the  mantle 
of  Elijah,  and  were  animated  by  his  prifi- 
ciples  and  impelled  by  his  spirit.  It  was 
indeed  most  gratifying  to  the  heart  to  wit- 
ness and  indulge,  at  the  present  moment, 
so  ardt  ut  and  general  an  impulse  to  mani- 
fest^ by  joiuina  in  a  tribute  to  the  Rietnory 
of  tht  immortal  Pitt,  an  unsliaken  attach- 
mcr.c'o  those  priticipUs  which  have  been 
so  jli^HsIy  .est-ibfished  by  that  truly  great 
maii,  to  uphold  the  C'own  nnd  the  Coun- 
try, aurid.^t  the  unparalleled  shocks  cf  the 
stormy  and  sometimes  perilous  periods  we 
have  witnessed,  and  to  infuse  into  the  body 
of  the  British  Nation^  a  spirit  and  vigour, 
which,  we  trust,  tvili  secure  it  for  ever 
against  the  designs  of  foreign  inv-aders  ?tnd 
domestic  malcontent?.  The  number  cf 
tickets  issued  was  very  judiciously  con- 
fined to  that  which  it  was  knoviri  the  Hall 
could  conveniently  accn?Rm6dat8  (about 
five  hundred),  but;  if  five  tin-es  the  num- 
ber of  persons  could  have  been  accormno- 
dated,  there  had  been  applications  to  that 
amount.  Jt  v/as  really  a  most  sublime 
sight  to  the  friends  of  the  honour  and  in- 
dependence of  Britain,  and  the  lovers  of 
peace  and  good  order  in  the  state,  as  well 
as  gratifying  to  the  friends  of  the  illustri- 
ous Pitt,  to  see  so  numerous  and  respect- 
able an  assemblage,  met  together  to  iden- 
tify themselves,  as  it  were,  with  a  Club, 
which  will  hereafter  prove  a  raliying  point 
for  loyalty  ;  to  do  honour  to  the  memory 
of  the  man  who  saved  the  country;  and  to 
pledge  themselves  to  adhere  to  the  prin- 
ciples by  'vlnch  our  salvation  as  a  people, 
and  as  a  nation,  was  effected. 

The  Hon.  H.  Lascelles  was  in  the 
chair — a  circumstance  which  gave  pecu- 
liar interest  to  the  meeting ;  for  it  was 
this  Gentleman  v^ho  made  the  motion  fur 
paying  Mr.  Pitt's  debts,  when,  after  hav- 
ing so  long  and  so  faithfully  served  his 
country  at  the  head  of  the  Crovernment,  as 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  neatly  observes  in  his 
Ode,  he 
"  Who  governed  iiatiopg,  left  do  wealth  behind;" 
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who  moved  the  erection  of  a  monument  to 
his  memory,  and  a  public  funeral  at  the 
expence  of  the  nation,  and  who  officiated 
as  chief  mourner  on  that  occasion:  and 
the  rccolleciion  of  all  this  seemed  for 
some  time  to  'make  a  deep  impression  on 
the  company.  The  Lord  Chancellor 
was  on  his  right,  the  Duke  of  Montrose, 
Master  of  the  Horse,  on  bis  left,  and  the 
rest  of  the  Minister;^  on  both  sides.  An 
excellent  ]\iiiitary  -Band  attended,  and 
contin'ied  to  piny  during  the  evening. 

After  a  most  exct  Ijent  dinner.  Nan  nobis 
Domhie  was  exquisitely  sung  by  y'lesifs. 
Incledon,  Dignum,  Taylor,  and  several 
other  singers  of  high  repute,'  Tne  follow- 
ing tcisls  were  then  given  fr;  m  thf  Chair: 

"  The  King,"  with  th.-ec  times  three. 

This  toast  was  drunk  with  enthusia^stie 
cheers,  which  cont'nued  sbxnemjn'jite^.  ' 

ISoNC — God  save  i!!<)- King,  by  MessJs. 
Incledon,  Dignum,   Sec.  the  whole  'icbiii*- 
panj' joining  fervently  inchorus. 

"  The  Prince  Regent;"  aisowith  three 
times  three. 

The  applause  which  succeeded  thi.s 
toast  was  loud  and  long-continued,  and  the 
cheering  ecstatic. 

Song  by  Mr.  Dignum— TAe  Prince  and 
Old  England  f 07-  etcr. — Great  applause. 

"  The  Queen,'*  with  three. — Great  and 
reiterated  applause. 

Song  —  Glorious  ApoUo — three  voices. 

"  The  Princess  of  Wales,"  with  three. 
— Great  applause. 

The  next  toast  was  received  with  a  tu- 
mult of  joy,  viz. 

"The  Duke  of  York,  and  other  Mem- 
bers of  the  Royal  Family." 

The  applause  wdiich  followed  this  toast 
vvas  loud,  unanimous,  and  ecstatic;  and 
continued  for  some  minutes.- — The  Band 
then  struck  up  the  •'  Duke  of  York's 
March,"  which  was  equally  applauded. 

Song — Great  ApoUo — four  voices. 

The  Chairman  then  addressed  the  com- 
pany in  a  ic\y  words.  He  said  he  was 
about  to  give  a  toast  dear  to  the  heart  of 
'every  true  and  loyal  Briton,  but  which, 
from  its  nature,  would,  he  was  sure,  be 
drunk  in  becoming  and  respectful  silence  : 

"  The  Immortal  Memory  of  the  late 
Right  Honourable  William  Pitt." 

This  was,  as  usual,  drank  in  solemn  re- 
verential siknce  b}^  the  whole  company. 

P-ilr.  Dignum  then  sung  Mr.  Canning's 
song  ol  The  Pilot  that  zvaither'd  the  Storm, 
with  some  new  stanaas  appropriate  to  the 
present  time.  The  toast  and  song  pro- 
duced an  impression  which  it  is  impossible 
to  describe. 
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"  The  Navy  antl  Army  of  the  United 
Kino^dom  ;" — three  times  three. — Drank 
with  enthusiasm,  and  followed  by  the  song 
of  Rule  Britannia,  most  effectively  sung 
by  Mr.  Incledon  and  others. 

"  The  Hou?e  of  Brunswick  ;  and  may 
they  never  forget  the  principles  which 
seated  them  on  the  Throne  of  these 
Realms." — Three  times  three,  with  great 
applause. 

Glee — "  When  Order  in  this  Land." 
Toast — "  The    House    of   Braganza  ;" 
three  times  three. — Loud  and  reiterattd 
applause. 

The  Marquis  Wellesley  returned 
thanks  in  the  name  of  the  Portuguese 
Ambassador,  who,  he  said,  had  desired 
him  to  assure  the  company,  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  Government  were  imimalely 
connected  with  the  objects  of  the  present 
Meeting,  which  v.'ent  to  encourage  and 
perpetuite  a  determined  spirit  of  resist- 
ance to  the  tyranny  and  oppression  of 
France. 

"  Ferdinand  VII.  and  the  Spanish  Na- 
tion;"— three  times  three.  Universal  and 
long  continued  applause. 

The  Marquis  Wellesley  again  rose. 
The  Spanish  Ambassador,  he  said,  had  re- 
quested him,  in  returning  thanks  in  his 
name,  to  assure  the  Company  that  his 
Government  were  actuated  by  the  same 
principles  as  those  just  expressed  of  the 
House  of  Bragaiwa  :  that  their  resistanre 
to  French  tyranny  and  usurpation  would 
be  interminable,  and  that  they  were  con- 
fident the  exertions  of  Spain,  under  the 
generous  and  powerful  auspices  of  Great 
Bi  ilain,  would  ultimately  prove  successful 
against  the  utmost  etlorts  of  the  common 
tyrant. 

"  The  King  of  Naples  and  Sicily." — 
Drunk  with  great  applause. 

The  Marquis  Wellesley  returned 
thanks  in  the  name  of  the  Sicilian  Ambas- 
sador, who  had  requested  him  to  assure  the 
company  that  his  Sovereign  was  determin- 
ed never  to  swerve  from  the  principle  of 
resistance  to  the  tyranny  of  France;  and 
that  notwithstanding  some  recent  unfa- 
vourable appearances,  hisCourt  would  ever, 
by  its  unshaken  fide! 'ty,  prove  itself  wor- 
thy of  the  friendship  and  protection  of 
Great  Britain. 

"  The  King  of  Sardinia ;" — with  ap- 
plause. 

"  The  Ministers  of  the  Prince  Regent;" 
.»— three  times  three.  Drunk  with  rap- 
turous applause,  and  loud  enthusiastic 
cheering,  which  continued  for  several 
minutes. 
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Tlie   Lord  Chancelior  rose  to  returji 
thanks  in  behalf  of  the  Minisiry.     It  was 
a  proud  circumstance,    he   said,   for  him 
and  his  colleagues  to  merit  the  approba- 
tion  and   thanks  of  an  assembly   so  dis- 
tinguished for  its  rank,  consequence,  and 
respectability  ;     but  they   felt  that  they 
deserved  the  high   honour  thus  conferred 
on  them,  chiefly  from  their  being  actuated 
by  a  spirit  immediately  connected    with 
the    principles   of  the    present   Meeting. 
To  follow  the  example  oi"  that  truly  great 
and  virtuous  man,  the  anniversary  of  whos^ 
birth  they  were  now  assembled  to  coip- 
memorate,  must  ever  be   their  study  and 
their  pride;    for    in   so  doing  they   knew 
that  they  should  tread  in  the  path  of  ofie 
by     whose    principles    and    con<luct    the 
Constitution  and  independence  of  this  Na- 
tion had  been  preserved.     That  Constitu- 
tion, all   must  be  sensible,  secured  to  us 
the  continuance   of  multiplied    blessings, 
to  which  the   people  of  all  other  countries 
were    strangers,    and    he    was    persuaded 
that  they  would  not  risk  their  loss  by  any 
attempt  to  alter  thit  form   of  government 
by  means  which   they  could  j^lone  be  se- 
cured to  us.     It  was  by  following  t,he  ex- 
ample  ^fthat  truly  great  and    immortal 
character,  that  we  were  enabled  to  effect 
our  salvation,  and  bid  defiance  to  the  ut- 
most efforts  of  our  enemy.     The  ships  pf 
France  had  been  swept  from  the  ocean  fey 
our  fleets,  and  were  no  longerto  be.fouod 
but   in   our   ports,  or   bearing  our  flags. 
Where  was  now  the  commerce  of  France  } 
It  was  entirely  and  efiectually  anuihilate^l. 
Where  were  now  her  colonies  ?  Safe  under 
the  sovereignty   of  Great   Britain.      Her 
armies  also    have  repeatedl)'^   yielded  jto 
the  superiority  of  our  arms,  Tand  every 
day  now  brings  forth  a  fresh  and  splendid 
triumph.     We  had    not  only  effected  our 
own  security,  but  done  much  towards  the 
salvation   of  other  countries,    and   saved 
ourselves  from    the   self  reproach  of  not 
having  used    those  exertions   against  the 
common  tyrant,  which  had  bi  en  attended 
with  such  great  and  signal  su('(,"ess.     The 
battles  of  Cressy  and    Agincourt  found,  a 
parallel   in   spme   of    the    late    splendid 
achievements  of  our  arms.     We  had  oi)ly 
to  pursue  the  same  course  to  raise  our  Ra- 
tional fame  and  character  still  higher  5, jtan 
it   had    ever   been    before,   ^bilsi    i^ptjer 
Providence,  our  exertions  and  (.ur  -ifflP^- 
ple  might  lead  to  the^;eneial  0ef'v^fa/ice 
of  Europe.     Neitbei    un.'-   nor  space  *i(ill 
admit  of  our  giviig  any   jv>o;e  .than  .ifis 
hrief .  ^tch  of.  hi^  I^ordship's  ,  a(^tlj;fssj^ 
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which  was  warmly  and  universally  ap- 
plauded. 

Toast — "  May  the  principles  of  Mr. 
Pitt  ever  animate  the  Councils  of  Great 
Britain." — Drank  with  enthusiastic  and 
long  continued  cheers. 

Song — "  Pitt  the  Patriot's  name,"  by 
Mr»  Dignum. 

Toast—"  The  Right  Hon.  Spencer 
Perceval,  and  may  his  unshaken  loyalty 
and  exemplary  attachment  to  his  Sove- 
reign, under  circumstances  of  peculiar 
difficulty,  be  ever  held  in  grateful  re- 
membrance," with  three  times  three. 
Drunk  amidst  the  most  enthusiastic  and 
rapturous  applause,  with  lourl  cheering 
acclamations,  which  continued  some  mi- 
nutes. 

Mr.  Perceval,  after  reiterated  peals  of 
applause  had  subsided,  rose,  and  said,  that 
the  toast  which  had  just  been  given,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  received 
had  really  overcome  his  feelings.  To 
know  that  the  exertions  of  him?elf  and  his 
colleagues  had  met  with  the  approbation 
of  his  country,  and  of  the  highly  respect- 
able assembly  to  which  he  was  then  ad- 
dressing himself,  must  be  most  grateful  to 
their  feelings :  but  when  he  referred  to  the 
particular  services  which  were  so  flatter- 
ingly alluded  to  in  the  toast,  he  certainly 
could  not  arrogate  to  himself  any  merit  in 
which  all  his  colleagues  did  not  fulh'  par- 
ticipate; nor  indeed  ought  the  Adminis- 
tration coilectively  to  claim  any  right  to 
the  applause  which  was  now  bestowed 
upon  them  for  their  conduct  in  the  arduous 
crisis  which  had  been  referred  to,  because 
if  that  crisis  had  then  occurred  for  the  first 
time,  it  was  probable  that  they  might  not 
have  been  able  to  contend  against  the 
many  difficulties  with  which  it  was  attend- 
ed. But  fortunately  they  were  not  left 
to  their  own  judgment  or  opinion ;  for 
they  had  had  the  advantage  of  the  exam- 
ple of  that  illustrious  Statesman  whose 
memory  they  were  now  commemorating, 
to  guide  them ;  they  knew  the  sentiments 
by  which  he  was  influenced  ;  they  knew 
the  principles  upon  which  his  conduct  was 
governed;  and  therefore  if  their  conduct 
was  marked  by  a  warm  attachment  to  the 
rights  of  the  Sovereign,  and  an  inflexible 
adherence  to  the  genuine  principles  of  the 
Constitution,  it  was  to  that  illustrious  man, 
and  not  to  them,  that  the  praise  was  really 
due.  He  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Administration  in 
the  crisis  which  had  been  alluded  to,  had 
met  with  the  sancti^u  of  Parliament,  and 
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had  since  received  tho  approbation  of  the 
country ;  and  it  must  be  most  gratifying 
to  their  feelings  to  perceive  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  toast  bad  been  received, 
that  their  exertions  met  with  the  full  sup- 
port of  an  assembly  composed  of  the 
friends  of  the  illustrious  Statesman,  who.=ie 
example  they  were  proud  to  follow.  The 
administration  had  not  only  the  satisfaction 
of  maintaining  the  genuine  principles  of 
the  Constitution  at  the  period  alluded  to, 
and  defeating  every  effort  of  their  oppo- 
nents, but  they  had  had  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing,  that  all  the  efforts  which  had 
been  made  to  misrepresent  their  motives, 
and  all  the  insinuations  which  have  been 
thrown  out  that  their  exertions  to  maintain 
a  great  constitutional  principle  ought  to 
be  considered  as  indications  of  disrespect 
to  the  Heir  Apparent,  had  proved  vain. 
He  had  the  satisfaction  to  reflect,  that  the 
care  and  attention  which  they  had  paid  to 
the  ease  and  circumstances  of  the  Father, 
proved  their  best  recominend.ition  to  the 
attention  and  indulgence  of  the  Son  ;  and 
it  was  with  pride  and  happiness  he  ob- 
served, that  the  high  dignity,  the  manly 
sentiments,  and  due  sense  of  honour  and 
justice  which  distinguished  every  act  of 
the  Illustrious  Prince  who  now  exercised 
the  important  functions  of  Royalty,  held 
forth  the  most  bright  and  cheering  pros- 
pect of  future  glory  and  happiness  to  the 
nation.  He  concluded  by  declaring  that 
it  was  the  deterniina'.iou  of  the  present 
Ministers  to  act  upon  the  principles  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  whenever,  considering  the  chaaeep 
of  times  and  circumstances,  they  could  be 
acted  upon  ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  by 
so  doing  they  should  best  discharge  tlieu- 
duty  to  their  coutitry,  and  most  ellectualiv 
promote  its  interests. 

Glee — Ths  King  and  the  Church. 

Toast  — "  Lord  Wellington  and  the 
brave  Army  un<ler  his  command,''  with 
three  times  three.  Drank  with  loud  and 
enthusiastic  cheers,  long  continued  and 
ecstatic  acclamations,  which  made  ring 
the  very  walls  of  the  Hall. 

The  Marquis  of  Wellesley. — He  said, 
that  it  was  only  by  following  the  example 
of  the  immortal  JPitt,  that  this  country 
had  arrived  at  its  present  height  of  glory. 
He  observed,  that  it  was  to  the  patronage 
and  friendship  of  that  great  man  alone, 
that  Lord  Wellington  had  been  afforded 
an  opportunity  of  rendering  service  to  his 
country;  and  concluded  by  stating,  that 
but  a  few  days  before  his  death,  when  he 
was  sensible  that  his  illustrious  spirit  was 
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about  to  depart  to  its  celestial  abode,  he 
observed,  in  conteaiplating  the  existing 
state  of  the  country,  whose  welfare  and 
happiness  was  the  only  care  of  his  life, 
that  his  Noble  Relative  (Lord  Welung- 
ton)  was  one  of  those  Officers  to  whom 
his  successors  might  look  with  confidence 
for  services  calculated  to  produce  perma- 
nent advantage  to  the  State.  (Great  and 
reiterated  applause.) 

A  new  song  upon  our  late  victories  was 
now  finely  sung  by  Mr.  Taylor. 

Toast — "  Marshal   13eresfurd,,  and  the 


brove  Portuguese  Army" — wita  three 
times  three.— Waini,  universal,  &nd  reite- 
rated applause. 

"  General  Graham  and  the  heroes  of 
Bariosa,"  with  three  times  three — Drank 
with  enthusiastic  applause. 

"  Genera!  Blake^  and  the  gallant  Army 
of  Spain," — Universal  and  reiterated  ap- 
plause. 

Song — Britons  strike  home. 

Toast—"  The  immortal  memory  of  the 
Hero,  whose  glorious  etloits  in  the  service 
of  his  Country  were  called  into  action  by 
iVlr.  Pitt — Lord  Nelson." — In  solemn  si- 
lence. 

Song — Briton's  best  B'uhvark. 

Toast — "  The  health  of  the  Chairman," 
proposed  by  t!ie  Lord  Chancellor,  in  a 
neat  speech,  and  drank  with  the  most  un- 
bounded applause,  and  long  continued 
cheers. 

Mr.  Lascellf.s  relumed  thanks  in  a 
very  elegant  speech,  which  was  raptu- 
rously appUiuded. 

*'  The  Pitt  Ci.cb,  and  success,  prosi>e- 
ritv,  and  pcrmaumt  continuaiice  to  it," 
proposed  by  Mr.  I'erceval,  and  drank  with 
enthusiasm  and  ecstatic  acc!amat;ons.  A 
Member  returned  thanks  in  an  appropriate 
speech. 


DISSENTERS'  MEETING. 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Deputies 
appointed  for  protecting  tJie  civil  rights 
of  the  Protes!^(ii  Dissenters,  held  at  the 
King's  Head  Toivern,  in  the  Poultry,  Lon- 
don,^ the  2Sth  r.('May,  1811. 


William  Smith,  Esq.  M.  P.  In  the  Chair, 

The  Chairman  made  a  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  upon  Lord 
Sidmouth's  Bill,  lately  brought  into  thie 
House  of  Lords,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  ex- 
plain and  render  more  effectual  certain 
Acts  of  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary,  arid  of  the  19th 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty, 
so  for  as  the  same  relate  to  Protestant  Dis- 
senting Mini:5teis." 

Resolved,  That  this  Depotalion,  incon-~ 
formity  with  the  deep  interest  which  they 
must  always  feel  in  every  question  aflect- 
ing  the  civil  and  religious  concerns  of  the 
Protestant  Dissenters,  do,  in  the  names  of 
those  by  whcra  they  are  deputed,  offer  to 
their  brethren  throughout  the  kingdom, 
their  sincere  congratulations  on  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  abovemenlioned  Bill  ;  and  es- 
pecially as  connected  with  the  opinion  s» 
generally  expressed  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
Of'  the  inexpediency  cind  injustice  of  in- 
fringing on  the  liberty  of  tlie  subject  in 
religious  matters. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  De- 
putation be  gratefully  offned  to  the  Mar- 
quis of  Lansdowne,  to  Earl  Stanhope,  Earl 
Moira,  Earl  Grey  ;  to  Lord  Holland,  and 
to  Lord  Erskine,  for  their  able  and  distin- 
guished support  of  the  cause  of  the  Dis- 
senters, and  of  the  great  and  important 
principles  of  Religious  Liberty,  in  the  De- 
bate on  the  Bill  lately  introduce. i  by  Lord 
Sidmouth  into  the.  House  of  Lords. 

Resolved,  That  the  (banks  of  this  De- 
putation be  given  to  all  those  Members  of 
that  Right  Honourable  House,  who  co- 
operated in  rejecting  the  said  Bill. 

Reso!v,5d,  That  this  Deputation  are  ex- 
tremely happy  in  the  opporlu-iity  of  ex- 
pressing their  high  satisi^c'inn,  ftt  the  just 
and  liberal  sentiments  respecting  the  right 
of  private  judgiTient  in  religious  matters, 
delivered  in  that  debate  by  his  Grace  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

Resolved,  That  an  Address  to  the  Pro- 
testant Dissenters  of  England  and  Wales, 
now  read,  be  approved. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Address  be 
signed  by  the  Chairman,  and  printed  for 
general  circulation. 

(To  be  continued. J 
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"  We'iave  reason  to  believe,  that  the  alarms  had  been  excited  and  inflamed  for  the  special  purposft 
**j-cf  Checking  the  disposttlpft  of  the  countrj'  in  favour  of  reform,  and  of  calumniating  the  characters 
"  of  <}joS3  *boprOihoteclit.'*-^ — -Address  from  the  pRiiNDS  of  the  People,  23lh  May,  1793. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Paruamentary  Reform. -The  long' 

^pected  Meeting  for  the  prosecution  of 
iWl^  great  object  is  to  take  place  oft  Mon- 
day next,  the  10th  of  June,  and,  therefore, 
Ibks  seems  to  me  to  be  a  proper  occasion 
for  making  some  observations  upon  the 
sobjcct.— — ^-It  is  one  of  the  means  used  by 
the  enemies  of  Reform  to  represent  it  as 
«om«thiog  nexuly  bought  of}  something 
thatf  nobody  of  any  weight  or  consequence 
in  the  country  ever  thought  of;  something 
that  has  existence  only  in  the  minds  of 

demagogues  and  visionaries. 1  have, 

therefore,  in  this  Number,  inserted  two 
documents,  in  which,  from  the  present 
cowduct  of  some  men,  one  would  hardly 
believe  in  the  existence.  I  mean,  the 
Address  of  the  "  Friends  (^  the  Pespie*'  to 
%ht  People  of  Great  Britain^  in  1792;  and 
the  Petition  of  the  same  Association  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  1793.  These  do- 
cuments originated  with,  and  were  put 
forth  by,  some  of  the  men,  who  still  make 
a  figure  in  politics;  for  instance,  the 
Duke  of  Jiedford  (then  Lord  J.  Russell), 
Mr,  Sheridan,  Mr.  Whitbread,  Earl  Grey 
(then  Mr.  Grey),  Mr.  Tierney,  Lord  Lau- 
derdale, Sir  Arthur  Pigot,  Mr.  Dudley 
North,  General  Tarleton,  Sir  Ralph  Mil- 
bank,  and  many  others,  amongst  whom 
were  27  Members  of  Parliament,  and  of 
♦he  other  Gentlemen  not  in  Parliament, 
Sir  John  Throckmorton,  who  is  tiie  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  for  calling  the  pre- 
sent Meeting,  was  one.  And,  as  to  the 
PetitioH,  it  was  presented  to  the  House  of 
Commons  by  Mr.  Grey,  now  Ear!  Grey. 
'  ■  riLet  the  reader,  then,  when  he  has 
gone  through  these  docum«nts,  ask  him- 
self, whether  the  repre&ealition  has  been 
amended  since  that  time;  and,  if  he  finds 
that  «  has,  then  be  will,  of  covii3e,  be  of 
opinion,  that  reform  may  possibly  be  on- 
fi«cessary  ;  but,  if  he  finds  that  it  has  not, 
and  if  he  thinks  that  the  facts  brought  to 
light  by  Mr.  Maddocks,  tm  the  roeraoi'a- 


ble  nth  of  May,  1809,  together  with  ih6 
decision  of  the  House  upon  the  motion, 
tben  made  by  that  gentleinaii;  if  th6 
reader  thinks,  that  these  are  proofs  of  the 
contrary  of  amendment,  then  he  must  stiy, 
that  there  is  more  necessity  of  reforni  now, 
than  there  was  in  1793  ;  and  be  will,  of 
course,  have  a  right  to  ask  Eafl  Grey, 
Mr.  Tierney,  and  others,  what  can'  be  the 
reason  of  their  present  silence  upon  the 
subject;  and,  indeed,  how  it  came  to  prtis, 
that  they  did  nftthirtg  inthe  way  of  reform, 
tvken  they  were  in  plaU  afid  power. — — ^But, 
let  us  now  go  back  a  little  and  see  4vbafc 
have  been  the  eflfects,  Or,  at  least,  sonie  of 
the  effe<;ts,  of  the  want  of  reform.— —^Fof 
many  ydars  previous  to  1792,  ther^  hiatl 
been  a  conviction  in  the  mincfeof  all  disJ 
interested  men,  that  a  reforM  of  the  Corfih* 
mons'  House  of  Parliament  was  necessary 
to  the  well-being  of  the  nation.  This  ha'd 
been  declared,  in  tfee  most  solemn  nVanner, 
by  many  of  the  greatest  men  in  the  king- 
dom. Indeed,  there  was  scarcely  a  mari 
distinguished  for  his  superior  wisdom  and 
public  spirit  who  had  not  declared  it. 
But,  in  1792,  wheit  the  French  Revolution 
had  set  men's  minds  at  work,  it  bfcamft 
more  evident,  that  somethi'ng  in  the  #ay 
of  reform  v(7as  necessary,  in  ordei-  to  pnC- 
vent  the  people  of  England  from  s^efc- 
ing  for  redress  though  tlie  means  of 
revolution,  as  the  people  of  France  had  don«, 

The   subject  was,  therefore,   reviTed 

with  great  zeal  and  ability  by- the  Society 
of  Gentlemen^  who  took  the  name  of 
"  FrieiKls  of  the  Petfple,  associated  for 
"  the  purpose  of  procming  a  Parlia- 
"  mentary  Reform. '*  At  the  sattie  time, 
tfeere  were  other  Societies;  the  Society 
for  Constitutional  Information ;  the  Cor- 
responding Society;  and  some  others, 
the  object  of  the  whole  of  which  appears 
to  have  been  the  procuring  of  a  reform  ill 
the  Commons'  House,  and  upon  the  same 
principles  as  those  set  forth  in  the  Peti- 
tion   of  the  Friends  of  the  People. -^ 

Pitt,  the  Minister,  who  h^d  been  one  of 
2Z 
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the  loudest  in  the  cause  of  Reform,  and 
who  had,  by  that  very  means,  gained  the 
popularity  that  enabled  him  to  retain  his 
place  as  Minister  in  spite  of  the  Aristo- 
cracy, was  now  become  the  enemy  of  that 
cause  ;  and  was  disposed  to  do  all  that 
lay  in  his  power  against  it.  But,  the 
cause  was  now  more  formidable  than  it 
bad  ever  been  before.  The  French,  a 
people  who  bad  always  been,  by  the 
English,  considered  as  slaves,  had  now 
declared  themselves /ree ;  they  had  abo- 
lished the  feudal  system  in  France,  and 
all  the  artificial  inequalities  amongst 
men  ;  they  had  curtailed  the  pouer  of 
their  sovereign,  and,  from  an  absolute 
despot,  had  reduced  him  to  a  first  magis- 
trate with  known  and  determinate  pow- 
ers.  This  was   a   change    that   could 

not  fail  to  produce  great  eftect  upon 
the  minds  of  Englishmen,  and  especial- 
ly as  the  French,  in  their  new  consti- 
tution, had  proceeded  upon  the  principles 
of  the  English  constitution,  those  very 
principles  for  which  the  Reformers  had 
Deen  so  long  contending  in  vain.  The 
French  people  had  declared,  and  it  had 
become  a  fundamental  law  of  France, 
that  no  man  should  be  taxed  without  his  own 
consent;  that  this  consent  should  be  given 
by  representatives ;  and  that,  in  the  choos- 
ing of  these  representatives,  every  man  who 
paid  taxes  should  have  a  voice.  This  was 
the  grand  point,  for  which  the  Reformers 
in  England  had  been  so  long  contending; 
and,  for  which  they  had  so  long  contended 
in  vain  against  the   Borough  patronage 

and    influence. It    was    no    wonder, 

therefore,  that  they  hailed  the  French 
Revolution;  that  they  applauded  it; 
that  they  discovered  a  strong  partiality 
for  the  persons  engaged  in  it ;  and  that 
they  endeavoured  by  all  the  means  in 
their  power,  to  assist  and  upliold  the 
cause  of  the  Revolutionists  in  France, 
which  cause,  for  a  length  of  time,  was  the 
cause  of  the  Reformers  in  Eugland 


The  ministry  in  England,  and  the  whole 
of  the  Borough  faction,  could  not  fail  to 
be  alarmed  at  this.  It  was,  indeed,  quite 
clear,  that  one  of  these  things  must  take 
place:  1.  such  a  Parliamentary  Reform 
as  would  satisfy  the  people  of  England  ; 
2.  A  revolution  like  that  which  had  taken 
place  in  France,  or  even  of  a  more  re- 
publican cast  ;  or,  3.  A  suppression  of  the 
Reformers,  which  necessarily  included  a 
war  against  France,  because  while  a  com- 
munication with  France  was  left  open,  to 
suppress  the  refouners  vvoWd  manife&tjy 


be  impossible.-  The  3rd  was  adopted 
by  Pitt  and  his  colleagues ;  and,  of  the 
consequences  we  are  now  tasting,  and  our 

children's   children   will    taste. That 

this  was  the  real  source  of  the  war 
there  can  be  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of 
any  man  of  sense,  who  looks  back  to 
what  passed  in  the  years  1792  and 
1793.  There  unquestionably  was,  oq, 
the  part  of  the  French  revolutionists, 
the  most  ardent  desire  to  remain  at  peace 
and  upon  good  terms  with  England.  Ths 
proofs  of  this  are  so  clear  and  convincingj^ 
that  it  is  impossible  for  any  man,  capablft; 
of  judging,  to  entertain  a  doubt  upon  ths. 
subject.  They  put  up  with  slights  and  af- 
fronts of  all  sorts  from  our  governrrjent  ; 
and  did  not,  at  last,  declare  war  'till  after 
they  saw  that  it  was  resolved  on  that  theyi^ 
should  not  have  peace  upon  any.  terms^^ 

The  king  of  France,  who  was  put  tp, 

death  in  January,  1793,    and  who  assur-, 
e»1ly  owed  his  death,  at  that  time,  to  th^j^ 
conduct  of  those  who  called  themselveij 
his  friends,   had  sent  a  Minister  to  Eng-^^ 
land,  and  this  Minister  was  sent  out  ofthf^^ 
country   by  order   of  the  government   iij^ 
that  same  month  of  January,      After  thiii^ 
it  was  impossible  that  war  could  be  avoid*^ 
ed.     Indeed,  it  was,  in  most  respects,  wac 
before  ;    for,  there  was   an  Alien  Act  and 
diti  Act  against  passing  French  assignats,  long 
previous    to    the    sending    away   of   th^ 
French  Minister.      And,  in  short,  it  wa» 
as  clear  as  daylight,  that  the  government 
of  England  was  resolved  not  to  be  upoiv. 
friendly  terms  with  the  revolutionary  go*^ 

vernment  of  France. And  tvhy  not?., 

Why,  the  reason  alledged  v/as,  that,  if  vt#;^ 
had  peace  and  a  free  communication  vvitl^^ 
France,  there  would  be  also  a  communijt  i 
cation   of    French  principles.      This    w.ai|„ 
openly  avowed  ;    and,  not  only  in  news* 
papers  and  pamphlets,  but  in  speeches  m 
parliament,  the  war  was  asserted  to  be  abi 
solutely  necessary  upon  this  ground.  Upoij^; 
this  ground  the  war  was  justified  ;    zn^_ 
indeed,  every  actof  the  government,  whef- 
ther  affecting   the  liberty  of  speech  an4 
the  press,  or  liberty  in  any  other  way,  wa».^ 
defended  upon  this  same  ground  :    that  h^ 
to    say,    as    being    absolutely   necessary,', 

to   keep  out   French  principles. Wha.t 

need  was  there  so  to  dread  these  French 
principles  ?  Were  they  so  amiable  ?  Wer*. 
they  so  very  bewitching  ?  What  shotd4-; 
induce  Englishmen  to  run  so  eagerly^ 
after  these  French  principles }  Aftep;: 
principles  taught  by  a  nation  whonu 
the  En^Uiih  had  always  jd^spised  i  If  X  anou 
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told  that  the  principles  were  absurd  and 
yet  dangerous,  that  is  no  answer  to  my 
question  ;  nor  does  it  render  the  question 
less  necessary  ;  for,  the  more  absurd  the 
principles,  the  greater  must  be  the  wonder, 
that  the  people  of  England  should  have 
been  so  enamoured  of  them.  And,  if  I 
am  told,  that  it  was  only  a  small  and  con- 
temptible part  of  the  people  of  England 
who  were  enamoured  of  these  principles,  I 
ask  how  it  then  came  to  be  necessary  to 
enter  into  a  war  to  keep  out  these  princi- 
ples ? The  truth  is,  that  the  French  re- 
volution had  awakened  the  cause  (tf  Reform 
in  England  ;  the  boldness  of  the  French 
Revolutionists  oftcred  an  example  to  the 
Reformers  in  England,  and  their  success 
held  out  the  strongest  encouragement.  The 
communication  which  took  pia^*i  between 
the  English  Reformers  and  the  National  as- 
semblies of  France,  while  it  failed  not  io 
urge  on  the  former  to  new  efforts,  clearly 
showed  that  nothing  but  a  war  with 
France  could  prevent  reform  or  a  revo- 
lution in  blngland.  This  communica- 
tion was  direct,  open,  and  without  the 
smallest  disguise,  and  the  parties  ;jpoke  in 
a  language  that  no  one  could  misunder- 
stand ;  but,  if  a  reform  had  been  granted 
in  England,  there  does  not  appear  the 
smallest  reason  to  suppose  that  anv  danger 
to  the  kingly  office  here  would  have  arisen 

from  a  communication  with  France 

But,  it  was  resolved  not  to  grant  this  re- 
form; and,  in  order  to  put  its  advocates  to 
silence,  a  war  against  France  was  necessary. 
To  enter  upnn  this  war,  however,  without 
plausible  grounds,  was  not  adviseable.  It 
was  expected,  indeed,  to  be  a  sort  of  holi- 
day war;  a  sort  of  jubilee  campaign  or  two; 
but,  it  might  possibly  be  otherwise  ;  andj 
as  the  people  in  general  were  very  averse 
from  war,  it  required  some  time  lo  pre- 
pate  them  for  it,  and  also  some  favouring 
events. When,  therefore,  the  Refor- 
mers began  to  appear  in  considerable 
strength,  and  it  was  seen  that  their  ad- 
dresses and  other  publications  produced 
great  effect  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  a 
cry  was  set  up,  on  the  other  side,  against 
Republicans  and  Levellers,  who  aimed  at 
the  deitruciion  of  Liberty  and  fVopcri^,  under 
the  pretence  of  seeking  for  A  REFORM 
IN  PARLIAMENT.  Paine,  whose  pow- 
erful pen  was  converting  millions  to  his 
principles,  was  prosecuted  as  a  libeller  and 
out-lawed;  and,  such  dread  had  his  writ- 
ings inspired,  that  in  Ma)'^  1792,  a  Pro- 
clamation was  issued,  which  had  the  sup- 
pi'estiou  uf  those  writings  particulaily,  if 


Pdrliamenlar^  Reform. 
not  solely 


[1352 

in  view.  Hundreds  of  ivriters 
had  appeared  against  him;  but,  though 
all  these  asserted,  that  they  had  truth  on 
their  side,  their  writings  were  unavailing; 
the  people  were  so  perverse  as  still  to  read 
Paine,  and,  notwithstanding  thai  it  was 
asserted,  tiiat  he  was  a  conlemptibit* 
wretch,  and  his  works  full  of  gross  fals- 
hoods  and  ignorance,  it  was  thought  safest 
to  prohibit  the  reading  of  them,  and  to  leave 
the  people  at  full  liberty  to  read  the  writ- 
ings of  his  answerers.  This  was  thought 
safest,   and,    therefore,   this    course    was 

adopted.- But,  there  was  a  something 

in  this  proceeding  that  did  not  contribut* 
much  towards  the  producing  of  conviction 
that  Paine  was  wrong;  and  especially  as 
it  was  remembered,  that  the  controversy 
did  not  originate  \vith  him,  but  with  his  op- 
ponent, Burke,  who  had,  without  any  ap- 
parent provocation,  written  and  pnbhshed 
a  severe  attack  upon  the  French  Revolu- 
tion, 3.!id  all  those  who  had  taken  a  share 
in  it.  In  unswer  to  this  attack,  Paine  wrote 
his  famous  work,  the  "  Rights  of  Man  ;" 
and,  Burke  replied,  from  his  seat  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  where  he  recom- 
mended his  Antagonist  to  the  care  of  the 
Attorney  General,  who  was  then  Sir  JoHt* 
b'coTT,  now  lord  Eldon,  and  who  answered 
Paine  in  an  eloquent  and  convincing  little 
publication,  called  an  INFORMATION" 
EX-OFFICIO,  to  which  the  latter  did  not 
choose  to  stay  to  offer  a  rejoinder.  Paine 
went  to  France,  and  here  was  a  striking  in- 
stance of  what  was  apprehended  ;  namely, 
that  while  the  communication  with  France 
was  open,  it  would  be  impossible  to  put  a 
stop  to,  or  to  check,  the  propagation  of  opi- 
nions dangerous  to  the  system  in  England. 

The  proceedings  in  France  favoured  the 

views  of  the  Anti- Jacobins  in  England  (for 
that  was  the  name  that  the  enemies  of  reform 
afterwards  assumed;)  the  Ring,  who  had 
become  suspected  and  odious  from  the  con- 
duct of  those  who  professed  to  be  fighting 
for  hitn  against  the  people  or  part  of  the 
people  in  France,  and  especially  from  the 
menaces  of  the  Duke  of  Bnmswick,  was 
dethroned  in  August  1792,  and  put  to  death 
in  the  next  January,  the  nation  having,  ia 
the  interim,  been  declared  a  Republic. 
This  was  held  to  be  a  covfirmatian  of  the 
charge  against  the  reformers ;.  and,  as  great 
alarm  had  been  excited  in  the  country, 
amongst  weak  minded  people,  who  are  al- 
ways the  most  numerous,  to  speak  any 
longer  of  reform  was  to  speak  of  republi- 
canism, and  to  wish  for  the  overthrow  of 
all  order,  law,  rank,  and  property.——- 
'      2Z  2 
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The  industry  that  was  made  use  of  to  raise 
this  atow  is  incredible.  The  people  were 
toid  all  sorts  of  stories.  Plots  and  con- 
spiracies were  talked  of  In  some  parts  of 
the  coumry  it  was  believed,  that  the  Le- 
vellers were  actually  upon  the  eve  of  com- 
ijig  into  the  towns  and  villages  to  (Hvide 
the  property  of  the  rich  amongst  the  poor. 
The  people  wer«  induced  tn  arm  and 
accoutre  themselves.  And  all  this  from 
no  other  earthly  cause  than  the  dread 
•which  the  Anti- Jacobins  had  of  a  Reform  of 
Parliavieiit,  that  very  reform,  which  Pitt 
^imself  had  asserted  to  be  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  the  very  existence  of  the  nation  as 
an  independent  siat^,  an  assertion  the  truth 
«r  falsehood  of  which  we  are  now  in  a  fair 
way  of  seeing  ascertained  and  proved  to 


for  those  are  weak  po- 
that  the 


the  whole  world 

Uticians  indeed,    who    imagme 

<*  Victories"  which  we  are  now  gaining  in 

the  Peninsula   have  any  tendency  at  all  to 

decide  the  contest  between  France  and  us. 

Here  we  are,  then,  at  the  end  of  an 

tighteen  years  luar !  Here  we  are,  with  six 
hundred  millions  added  to  our  national 
I>ebt  ;  with  the  annual  interest  of  that 
Debt  swelled  from  nine  millions  to  thirty- 
jfee' millions;  with  our  taxes  augmented 
from  fifteen  millions  to  seventy  millions ; 
with  our  gold  end  silver  converted  into 
paper,  which  paper  has,  even  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  been  declared  to  be  worth  no 
more  than^een  shiliings  and  ten  pence  in 
the  pound  ;  with  our  paupers  trippled  in 
liumber,  and  with  a  commerce  and  with 
manufactories  said  to  be  perishing. — — 
Here  we  are,  then  :  such  is  our  state  at  the 
end  of  an  eighteen  years  war  against  Re- 
publicans, Jacobins,  Levellers,  and  Re- 
formers of  all  sorts  and  sizes.- 1  pass 

over  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act  for  so  many  years,  the  trials  of  Mu. 
TooKE  and  others  for  high  treason,  all  the 
restraints  upon  thepress^iiA  upon  the  use  of 
ipeeeh;  these  I  pass  ©ver  ;  these  the  Anti- 
Jacobin  will  look  upon  as  a  great  bless- 
ing; but,  will  he  say  the  same  of  the 
income  tax?  If  he  has  plac«,  or  pension, 
or  any  means  whereby  he  gets  a  share  of 
the  taxes,  he  will ;  because  he,  in  fact,  by 
such  means,  gains  instead  of  losing ; 
but,  if  he  be  a  fool  Anti-jacobin  ;  a  gull 
Anti-jacobin  ;  then  the  ten  per  cent,  taken 
from  his  income  will  have  some  weight 
with  him ;  and,  if  it  has,  I  beg  him  to 
bear  in  mind,  that  the  income  tax  was  an 
invention  of  Pitt,  and  that  it  arose  out  of 
the  war  waged  against  the  Jacobins  and 
Levellers.— -r-%ti1?j^^(|f  of  the  Feople," 


after  they  had  presented  their  petition  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  in  May,  17U5, 
published  an  address  to  the  nation,  i|i 
which  was  coniained  the  passage  takeii 
for  my  motto  ;  and,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
at  all,  that  the  alarm,  at  that  time  existing 
in  rhp  country,  had  been  excited  and  io- 
flamed  for  the  purpose  of  ciiecking  die  pro-- 
gress  qf  reform  and  calumniating  tlie  cliOiraC' 
iers  of  its  promoiers.  I  shall  be  told,  per- 
haps, that  this  was  a  very  laudable  pur- 
pose; for,  that,  if  a  parliamentary  reform 
had  taken  place,  it  would  have  ruined  the 
country.  But,  how  is  the  country  now  ? 
What  state  has  it  been  placed  in  by  tke 
refusal  of  reform  ?  Is  it  now  in  a  g9od  situ- 
ation ?  is  it  happy  and  safe  ?  Are  there 
no  apprehensions  for  its  security  against 

et>eraies  of  any  sort  }• Reader,  when  do 

you  read  a  debate ;  when  do  you  read  a 
trial  for  libel ;  when  do  you  read  about  aay 
measure  of  war  expenditure,  without  seeing 
it  stated,  that  we  are  now  contending  for  our 
very  existence  as  a  nation  ?  Everlastingly 
are  we  told  of  the  crisis  in  which  we  are; 
the  crisis  of  our  fate ;  our  aioful  situation^ 
This  is  the  language  we  continually  hear. 
Well,  then,  this  is  the  situation,  in  which 
we  have  been  placed  by  the  war.  N&vn 
laws  of  treason  ;  laws  about  sedition  ;  lavya 
upon  laws  laying  restraints  upon  the  press. 
Ask  the  cause.  Oh  !  they  are  necessary  in 
these  critical  times  for  the  safety  of  th« 
country.  Complain  of  the  enormous  load 
of  taxes.  They  are  necessary  to  the. safety 
of  the  country.  Why,  if  tjiis  be  tfue, 
then,  the  state  of  Eiogland  is  changed  since 
this  war  began.  The  war  against  Jacon 
bins  and  Levellers  has  not  insured  its 
safety.  It  is  not  pretended  that  the  Jaco^ 
bins  Hfld  Levellers  have  any  powder.  They 
never  had  any  in  England,  except  witk 
their  tongues  and  pens;  and,  in  France, 
they  have  been  totally  destroyed  by  "  JJe* 
"  gular  Government  and  Social  Order.'* 
What,  then,  are  you  afraid  of?  Why 
not  do  away  the  laws  intended  for  tb« 
crisis  ?  Why,  sure,  you  are  safe  now  ^ 
Who,  or  what,  is  it  that  you  fear  nowf 
What  is  it,  in  short,  that  makes  the  crisis  f 
Very  much  puzzled  would  any  Anti- 
Jacobin  be  to  answer  me  these  questions. 
He  has  seen  the  Jacobins  and  Levellers 
overthrown  and  destroyed,  and  yet  be  is 

as  much  afraid  as  e\er. 1  shall  be  told^ 

perhaps,  that  wiiatever  the  situation  of  tfar« 
country  may  be,  it  is  better  tlij^n  it  would 
have  been  u  reform  of  parliament  had  beeu 
granted  in  1793.  To  be  sure,  it  is  not 
possible    to   s^y   precisely   what    wouU^ 
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baVe  bt'.tin  the  sriiuation  of  the  country 
if  reform  had  been  granted  in  1793  ;  bat, 
it  is  fair  to  presume,  I  think,  that  a  course 
the  contrary  of  that  which  has  been  pur- 
sued would  have  produced  contrary  eflects, 
©r,  at  least,  that  it  might  have  done  so. 
What  ivorse  could  haVe  happened  than 
that  which  has  happened,  it  would,  I  think, 
puzzle  any  man  to  imagine.  V/here  is 
there  a  Prince  in  Europe,  formerly  our 
ally,  who  could  have  tost  nioi-e  or  suffered 
grt'fl/er  disgrace,  than  every  Prince  in  Eu- 
rope, our  ally,  has  lost  and  sutiered  ?  How 
could  the  Re/ori/iei's,  if  they  had  obtained 
their  ends,  have  put  Europe  more  com- 
pletely into  the  hands  of  France  than  it 
now  is  ?  Could  thej'^  have  laid  more  or 
heavier  taxes  upon  the  people  of  Eng- 
laml  ?  Could  they  have  cut  oat  prettier 
■work  for  the  Bullion  Committee  ?  Could 
they   have    rnade   gold   and   silver   more 

scarce  ?— 1  shall  be  told,  perhaps,  that 

they  would  have  done  worse  than  all  this, 
lor  that  they  would  have  delivered  up  the 
country  to  the  enemy. — It  is  useless  to 
©ppose  assertion  by  assertion,  or,  I  would 
say,  that  they  would  not  have  done  it. 
But,  ivhi/  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  they 
would  have  done  this  ?  Where  is  thG-reasdn 
for  it?  The  very  #orst  that  was  said  of 
them  was,  that  they  resembled  the  Jaco- 
bins and  Levellers  of  France  j  and,  the 
Jacobins  and  Levellers  of  France  did  not 
give  up  their  countrj/  to  the  enemy,  though 
the  Princes  of  the  blood  royal,  the  no- 
bility, the  generals,  and  the  admirals,  all 
went  oft' and  left  them  to  defend  the  coun- 
try themselves,  without  army,  without 
navy,  without  government,  and  without 
law.  In  this  state  they  did  a  great  many 
foolish  and  horrid  acts  ;  but  they  did  not 
give  up  their  ccnintry  to  the  oiemy ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  thdiy  met  their  score? of  enemies 
almost  with  their  bare  breasts,  they  re- 
sisted, they  overcame,  they  subdued,  aiul 
they  finally  conquered  those  6netnies. 
Numerous  were  thfeir  follies  and  their 
crimes ;  but  never  did  they,  for  one  mo- 
Blent,  let  fall  a  word  that  seemed  to  say  it 
was  possible  for  them  to  give  up  their  coun- 
try to  t/i€  enemy.  So,  then,  if  the  charge 
against  the  Reformers  was  true,  that  they 
vere  like  the  Jacobii^s  and  Levellers  of 
France,  and  wouid  ac?  like  them,  it  fol- 
lows, of  course,  ihrit  they  wouid  hive  de- 
fended England  in  case  of  hw  being  at- 
tacked;  that  tht'y  .wouW  have  subdued 
thosfe  who  had  dared  to  attack  her ;  and 
that  they  would  have  raised  the  glory  ot 
thei#  country  far  higher  than  it  ever  was 
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before. But,  in  talking  ^houi  giving  tip 


the  country  to  the  entmy,  we  have  forgotten 
there  might,  in  the  caseof  reform,  have  been. 
no  enemy  to  give  the  country  up  to.  If  a 
reform  had  taken  place  the  refyrmers 
would,  of  course,  have  been  contented, 
and,  consequently,  would  have  wanted 
no  enemy  to  subdue  their  country.  "  Ayej, 
"  but,  give  them  an  inch  and  they  will 
"  take  an  ell.  They  would  not  hav^ 
"  stopped   with    a    reform  of  parliament. 

"  They  would  have  had  a  republic."- ■ 

I  do  not  believe  this ;  but,  suppose  it  to 
he  true,  it  makes  nothing  for  the  argument  j 
for,  having  formed  their  country  into  are- 
pu!)lic  there  v/ould  have  been  the  less  rea- 
son for  their  being  at  war  wiih  the  repub- 
licans of  France.  Indeed,  upon  that 
supposition,  it  is  downright  absurdity 
to  talk  of  an  enemy,  seeing  that  there 
would  not  have  been  the  smallest  chance 
of  war;  and,  if  a  war  had,  under  such 
circumstances,  taken  place,  it .  is  im- 
possible to  conceive  a  motive  for  giv- 
ing the  country  up  to  the  enemy  ;  for/ 
more  than  a  republic  the  reformers  coul4 

not  have  got. But,  though  this  should 

be  conceded  to  me,  It  maybe  said,  that,  if 
the  reformers  had  got  power,  they  would 
have  taken  the  property  from  the  rich  and 
given  it  to  the  poor,  as  was  done  in  France. 

It  is  strange  what  notions  people  ira-' 

bibe  upon  this  score  for  the  want  of  a  lit- 
tle reflection  ;  for,  it  requires  but  a  very 
little  indeed  to  convince  them,  that  this  is 
what  never  can  be  done.  In  the  first  place 
for  nven  in  power  to  wish  to  do  this  there 
is  no  reason  whatever  ;  there  is  no  motive 
for  it  ;  and,  if  it  were  done,  it  wouid  an- 
swer no  levelling  purpose  ;  because  the 
poor  would  merely  change  places  with  the 
rich.  It  is  possible,  indeed,  to  take  the 
large  estates  and  parcel  them  out  in  the 
way  of  donations  to  the  people  at  Iv.ge  ;■ 
but,  if  this  were  practicable,  and  if  it  had 
been  done  by  the  Reformers,  that,  at  any 
rate,  would  not  have  m«ec?  the  people,  and 
ihe  co7nmon  people  would  have  had  no  reason 
to  complain.  Such  an  idea  is,"howeycr,  most 
grossly  absurd.  It  is  what  was  never  at- 
ti^mpted  by  the  wildest  of  republicans. 
In  France  they  seized  upon  the  royal  do- 
mains and  upon  the  estates  of  the  Church 
and  of  the  Emigrant  NobiUty,  who  were  at 
war  against  France ;  they  seized  upon 
these  and  sold  Them  ;  but,  those  who  re- 
ioained  m  France  continued  and  still  con- 
tinue to  possess  their  property.  And,  if 
tins  was  the  case  in  France,  during  so  ter- 
rible a  couyulsioB  as  there  took  place, 
\ 
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what  ground  is  there  to  suppose,  that  the 
jFididrr^'ers  in  ^Englaud,  if  they  had  obtain- 
■qdf.jtoweF,  would  have  acted  worse,,  and 
-^sptc.i»t|y..if  you  retlec.V  thaf  they  yvould 
h^ye  had  nplhiiig  tp.arsnoy  ond  proyofe' 
themr^-rtvTTjThQse  vvho  h'sye  an  .interest  in 
preveatiiig  a  i  -(orui  in  the  paritunif^nt  al-' 
ways  ahect  to  look  upon  the  reroruiers  asi 
men  who  have  nothing.  It  is  false  ;  bin,' 
for  argument's  sal:e,  let  it  be  so  ;  and 
then  point  me  out  an  instance  where  they 
have  rejected  the  co-operation  of  the  no- 
bility and  gentry  of  the  kingdom.  Point  rne 
out  an  instance,  where  they  have  failed  to 
demonstrate  their  pleasure  at  seeing  such 
persons  engaged  in  the  cause.  Point  me 
out  an  instance  where  they  have  failed  to 
show  their  gratitude  to  the  full  extent  for 
any  aid  that  they  have  received  from  such 
persons.  And,  surely,  if  wisdom  were 
the  guide  of  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
of  England,  they  would  put  themselves  at 
the  head  of  the  reformers.  The  thing 
would,  then,  soon  be  done,  and  where 
would,  in  that  case,  be  the  danger  to  pro- 
perty ? This   would    be    the   natural 

course  of  things.  All  would  then  be  in 
their  proper  place.  Nothing  need  be  de- 
stroyed or  impaired  but  that  which  is  an 
injury  and  a  dishonour  to  the  nation. 
The  people,  if  they  were  to  obtain  a  re- 
form of  parliament,  viould,  noiwithstand- 
ing  all  that  has  passed,  never  complain 
of  their  hardships.  They  would  tug 
heartly  !,n  to  the  end  of  the  war;  and, 
an  end  to  the  war  there  would  then  be ; 
but,  now,  who  can  say,  that  he  sees  the 
possibUily  of  pui  mg  an  end  to  the  war  ? 
Our  internal  state  is  known  full  as  well  to 
our  enemy  as  it  is  in  ourselves.  This 
great  cause  of  the  people  c-f  England  is  as 
well  understood  by  him  as  by  any  of  us  ; 
and,  while  it  remains  unsuccessful,  he 
will,  I  am  convinced,  never  again  be  dis- 
posed for  peace.  It  is  not  a  btmle  or 
fifty  battles,  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  that 
will  put  an  end  to  this  war.  Such  battles, 
even  suppose  them  to  terminate  in  real 
victories,  have  not,  and  will  never  have, 
the  smallest  influence  upon  the  contest  in 
general.  Napoleon  is  now  at  war  for  the 
soil  of  England  and  Ireland;  and,  when 
such  is  his  object,  oi  what  import  are  the 
battles  of  Almeida  and  of  Bad;ijoz  ?  A 
fifth  or  a  sixth  pan,  of  his  army  is  sent  to 
giv.-;  employment  to  the  whole  of  the 
force  that  we  can  spare  from  our  shores. 
Leopards  are  destroyed  by  hanging  kettles 
of  tood  upon  the  lower  limbs  of  trees, 
at  which  (hey   keep  jumping  'till  they 


drop  down  exhausted,  when  the  shepherds 
nin  in  and  end  them  with  their  clubs.  The 
building  of  '^^ne  French  sh'^  at  Antwerp, 
or  any  wFiere  else  in  the  ports  6f' the 
French  empire,  is  of  more  ronseqtience  to 
Napofcon  tfa,-in  ten  bat^tfS  \n  Sj^atrJ,  Time 
is  atv.ays  working  for  him,  &nd'&gSihstAs. 
The  pe^jple  of  his  empire  have  no  fears  to 
dipcfact  them  ;  they  are'in  R'oT?i'Sis  ,•'  they 
are  in  perfect- safety  ;  his-  aflkirs  do  not 
press  ;ever^»  day  his  sitoatJoji  is  improv- 
ing ;  the  longer  the  wat  in  the  peninsula 
the  better  for  him. — —Is  this  dtir  state  ? 
It  is  iifjtoriously  the  con'tr^ry.  AVhea 
JMr.  Baring  speaks  of  the  necessity  of 
contraciing  our  expenditure,  he  does  dot 
say  hocv  it  is  to  be  done.  It  is  to  be  done 
by  diminishing  the  jmd  force,  and  by 
putting  arms  into  the  hands  of  all  the 
people,  and  by  relieving  the  government 
from  the  necessity  of  yielding  to  greedy 
demands.  In  this  way,  and  in  this  way 
only,  is  a  reduction  in  die  Expenditure  to 
take  place,  and  whether  this  mode  of  re- 
trenchment can  be  adopted  without  a  Par- 
liamentary Reform   I  leave  the  reader  to 

judge. A    reform  in    the    Commons 

House  of  Parliament  is  as  much  the  cause 
of  the  king  and  his  family  as  it  is  the 
cause  of  the  people.  They  are  all  alike 
interested  in  it;  and,  1  tru-st,  it  is  not  too 
much  to  hope,  that  his  Royal  Highness, 
the  Prince,  who  has  never  yet  shewn  him- 
self an  enemy  to  it,  will,  whenever  the  oc- 
cajiion  offers,  shew  himself  to  be  its  most 
cordial,  as  he  may  be  its  most  powerful, 
friend. 

W«.  COBBEIT. 
State  Prison,  Newgate j  Tuesday, 
4th  June,  1 « 1 1 . 


From  the  Friends  of  the  People, 
2oM  April,  I  SI  1. 

ADDRESS    TO 
THE  PEOPLE    OF    GREAT    BRITAIN. 

No  man,  who  is  not  ready  to  express 
his  concurrence  in  oiir  principles,  by 
sii-ning  the  Declaration,  can  be  admitted 
into  our  Society.  The  objects  of  it,  as  we 
conceive,  are  of  a  nature  at  all  times  fit  to 
be  pursufd  and  recommended  to  the 
country.  At  dilierent  periods  they  have 
heretofore  been  avowed  and  supported  by 
the  highest  authorities  in  this  kingdom:— 
by  eminent  individuals,  and  considerable 
b(^«lies  of  men  ;  by  Mr.  Locke  ahd  Judge 
Blackslone  ;  by  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham 
and  Sir  George  Saville;  by  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  the  Marquis*  df  Lansdowne* 


Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Fox  ;  by  petitions  from 
several  counties,  and  by  repeated  declara- 
tions from  the  city  of  London. — In  ap- 
pealing to  the  avowed  opinions  of  men  of 
established  reputation,  or  of  distinguished 
rank  in  their  country,  we  do  not  mean  to 
strengthen  the  reason,  or  enforce  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  measure  we  propose,  so 
much  as  to  obviate  all  personal  imputa- 
tions, which  ths  enemies  of  the  cause  will 
be  ready  to  throw  upon  those  who  sup- 
port it.  ,  It  is  not  that,  on  our  own  ac- 
count, we  dread  the  effect,  or  regard  the 
impression,  which  sucb  imputations  may 
produce  ;  but  we  think  it  material  to  the 
credit  and  success  of  our  proceedings,  to 
shew  that  we  are  not  aiming  at  reforms 
unthought  of  by  wise  and  virtuous  men  : 
that  our  opinions  neither  possess  the  ad- 
rantage,  nor  are  liable  to  the  objection  of 
novelty ;  and  that  we  cannot  be  ac- 
cused or  suspected  of  factious  purposes 
or  dangerous  designs,  without  extending 
the  same  accusation  or  suspicion  to  the 
motives  of  men  whose  situation  and  pro- 
.^.perly,  independent  of  their  character, 
.  principles,  and  abilities,  have  given  them 
a  most  important  stake  in  the  peace  and 
gt)od  government  of  the  kingdom. 

Convinced  by   our   own  reflections,  by 
experience,  and   by    authority,    that   the 
tbing  we  propose  to  do  is  fit  to  be  done, 
we  have,  with  equal  deliberation,  weigh- 
ed the   reasons    that  may  recommend  or 
be  objected  to   the  present  time,   as  the 
most  or  least  proper  for  bringing  it  for- 
ward.    On  this  point,  we  have  no  address 
to  make   to  the  determined  enemies  of  a 
reform  of  every    kind.     Their  objection, 
whether  valid  or  not,  is  to  the  substance 
of  the  measure,  and  cannot  be  abated  by 
circumstances.      To    those    who    concur 
generally  in  the   principle,  but  who  may 
be  inclined,  by   particular  reasons,  to  de- 
fer the  attempt,  we  seriously  wish  to  sub- 
mit the   following  considerations  : — That 
admitting  this  to  be  a   season  of  general 
'  ii"anquillity  in   the  country,  it  is,  on  that 
^"account,  the  more  proper   for  temperate 
,  .'ieflection  and   prudent  exertions,   to  ac- 
l^^Coraplish   any    necessary    improvement; 
^  ,)it  is  the  time  when   practical  measures  for 
^,.^that  purpose  are  most  likely  to  be  adopted 
..with  discretion,  and  pursued  with  modera- 
tion.    If  we   are  persuaded  to   wait  for 
other  times,  of  a  different   complexion, 
a,  for  times  of  public  complaint,  or  general 
,,  discontent,  we  shall  then  be  told,  that  ge- 
neral remedies  are  not  fit  to  be  proposed 
in  the  moment  of  particular  disordei*,  and 
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that  it  is  dur  duty  to  wait  for  the  return  of 
quiet  days,  unless  we  mean  to  create  or  in- 
crease confusion  in  the  coantry.  The  re- 
sult of  this  dilemma,  if  it  be  suffered  to 
prevail,  is  pure  and  absolute  inactivity  at 
present,  and  for  ever.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  it  be  true,  as  we  are  convinced  it 
is,  that,  in  this  general  appearance  of 
tranquillity,  there  is  some  mixture  of  dig- 
content,  {13  well  as  of  strong  and  well- 
grounded  opinion,  on  the  subject  of  abuses 
in  the  government  and  corruptions  of  the 
constitution,  we  wish  it  to  be  considered 
by  men,  whose  judgmentrhas  been  formed 
or  enlightened  by  experience,  and  whose 
actions  are  most  likely  to  be  directed  by 
prudence,  whether,  in  taking  proper  nfiea- 
sures  to  remove  the  cause  and  objects  of 
such  discontent  of  opinion,  the  cboice  of 
the  time  be  not  a  material  part  of  the 
measure  ;  and  whether  the  earliest  time 
tiiat  can  be  taken,  for  preventing  the  in- 
crease of  an  existing  evil,  be  Hot  the  safest 
and  the  best  ? 

The  example  and  situation  of  another 
kingdom,  are  held  out  to  deter  us  from 
innovations  of  any  kind.  We  say,  that 
the  reforms  we  have  in  view,  are  not  in- 
novations. Oar  intention  is,  not  to 
change,  but  to  restore  ;  not  to  displace, 
but  to  re-instate  the  constitution  upon  its 
true  principles  and  its  original  ground. 
In  the  conduct  of  persons  most  likely  to 
reproach  us  with  a  spirit  of  innovation, 
we  see  a  solid  ground  for  retorting  the 
imputation.  Their  professions  of  admira- 
tion of  the  beauty,  and  of  zeal  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  constitution,  appear  to  us 
too  lavish  to  be  sincere,  especially  when 
compared  with  those  practical  violations 
with  which  they  suffer  this  beautiful  sys- 
tem to  be  invaded,  and  to  which  they  ne- 
ver refuse  to  give  their  concurrence. 
They  will  not  innovate,— but  they  are  no 
enemies  to  gradual  decay  ;  as  if  the 
changes  insensibly  produced  by  time,  and 
nourished  by  neglect,  were  not  in  effect 
the  most  dangerous  innovations.  But 
what  security  have  we,  that  the  disposi- 
tions of  such  men  are  not  something 
worse  than  passive  ?  How  are  we  assured 
that,  in  praising  the  constitution,  their  in- 
tention is  not  to  adorn  a  victim  which 
they  wish  to  sacrifice,  or  to  flatter  the 
beauty  they  are  endeavouring  to  corrupt } 
Let  their  intention  be  what  it  may,  we 
answer  their  accusation  in  the  words 
of    one    of    the     wisest    of    mankind  :* 


*  Lord  Bacon. 
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"  That'  -time  jS  the  greatefst  innovator  ; 
anil  if"  time,  of  course,  alter  ihing$  for  the 
tvorse,  anrt  if  Tvisdom  and  counsel  shall 
not  alter  them  for  the  better,  what  shall 
be  the  end  ?"     -  "     *' 

By  the  reform  proposed  by  Lord  Chat- 
ham *,  he  decUred  in  the  House  ©f  Lords, 
thai  he  meant  to  infuse  a  portion  ofneiu 
health  into  the  constitution.  The  Puke  of 
Richmond  has  declaredf,  that'  "  his  rea- 
sons, in  favour  of  a  parliamentary  reform 
were  formed  on  theexpevience  of  twenty- 
six  years;  which,  whether  in  or  out  of 
government,  h.)d  equally  convinced  him, 
Ihat  the  restoration  of  a  genuine  House  of 
Commons,  by  a  renovaiion  of  the  rights 
of  the  pi  ople,  was  the  only  remedy 
against  that  system  of  corruption  which 
had  broosht  the  nation  to  disgrace  5ind 
poverty,  and  threatened  it  with  the  loss  df 
liberty/^ 

Other  aniborities  in  favour  of  a  parlia- 
Toentary  reform,  as  direct  and  explicit  as 
these,  might  be  quoted  in  abundance. 
The  public  is  possessed  ef  them.  We 
yathep  wish  to  encounter,  because  we  are 
sure  we  can  efface,  in  every  .rational 
.mind,  the  impression,  which  may  have 
heen  made  by  a  view  of  those  events 
\vhich  have  attended  a  total  change  in 
the  e^mstitution  of  France.  We  deny  the 
existence  of  any  rejemblance  wb^tever 
"between  the  cases  of  the  two  kingdoms; 
^nd  we  utterly  disclaim  the  necessity  of 
resoning  to  similar  remedies. — We  do  not 
believe  that,  at  this  day,  an  absolute 
av  iwed  desposism  in  the  hands  of  the 
executive  power,  would  be  endured  in 
this  country.  But  who  can  say  to  wha' 
conclusion  The  silent  unresisted  operation 
of  abuses,  incessantly  acting,  and  con- 
stantly increasing,  may  lead  us  hereafter! 
Vhat  habits  it  may  gradual!}^  create  ! 
What  power  h  may  tinally  establish  !  The 
abuses  wi  the  government;  of  France  were 
suffe4ed  10  gather  and  accumulate,  until 
nothing  but  an  trnpiion  could  put  an  end 
to  them.  The  discontent  of  the  people 
was  converted  into  despair  Preventive 
remedies  were  either  not  thoufrht  of  in 
time,  or' were  not  pn.iposed  uniil  it  was 
too  Late  to  apply  them  with  etffct.  The 
&ui)VMfsion  of  the  ancient  government  en- 
sued. The  inference  from  this  compari- 
son is  at  oncf  so  pov^erlul  and  so  obvious, 
that  wt  know  cot  by  what  argument  to 
iliuslpite  ot  eniiorce  it.  We  m<,an  to  avert 
for  eveir  fixm   owr  country  the  calamities 


*  Jan.  22,  1770.        f  Jan.  17>  1783. 


inseparable  from  such  convulsions.  If 
there  be,  as  it  is  said,  in  any  part  of  ibis 
kingdom,  a  disposition  to  promote  coufu- 
fusion,  or  even  to  arrive  at  in>j>rovement 
by  unconstitutional  and  irregular  courses, 
we  hold  ourselves  as  strictly  pledged  to 
resist  that  disposition,  wherever  it  may 
appear,  as  to  pursue  our  objects  by  uneX' 
ceptionable  methods.  If,  on  the  cou" 
trary,  it  be  true  that  the  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple are  satished  witb  the  present  state  of 
things,  or  indifferent  about  it ;  if  they  ap- 
prove of  the  representation  as  it  stands* 
the  form  of  election,  and  the  duration  of 
the  trust ;  or  if,  condemning  these  things, 
they  are  determined,  from  indolence  or 
despair,  not  to  attempt  to  correct  them,-— 
then  indeed  the  efforts  of  individuals  may 
be  ineffectual,  but  they  caimot  be  inju- 
rious to  the  :peace  of  the  community.  If 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution  be  dead  ia 
the  hearts  of  the  people,  no  human  indus- 
try can  revive  it. — To  affirm  that  exten- 
sive mischief  may  be  done  by  a  state- 
ment of  facts  or  arguments  which  ntak« 
no  general  impression  on  the  public 
mind,  is  a  proposition  that  contradicts  it- 
self, and  requires  no  other  refutation.  We 
trust  it  will  be  proved  by  experimeut,  that 
these  inconsistent  a^eitions  are  equally 
unfounded,  and  that  the  people  oi  this 
country  are  no  more  dispoaed  to  submit 
to  abuses  without  complaint,  than  to  look 
for  redress  in  any  proceedings  repugnant 
to  the  laws,  or  un^rarranted  by  the  coa- 
stitution.  Between  anarchy  aiad  despa- 
tism,  speaking  for  ourselves,  we  have  na 
choice  to  make;  we  have  no  preference 
to  give.  We  neither  admit  the  necessity, 
nor  can  we  endure  the  idea  of  resorting 
to  either  of  these  extremities  as  a  refuge 
from  the  other.  The  course  we  are  de- 
termined to  pursue,  is  equally  distant  fcottt, 
both. 

Finally,  we  assert,  that  it  must  be 
blindness  not  to  see,  and  treachery  not  ta 
aclfiiow  ledge. 

That  "  *  the  instruments  of  power  ace 
not  perhaps  so  open  and  avowed  as  tbey 
formerly  were,  and  therefore  are  the  less 
lia^)le  to  jealous  and  invidious  reflection*; 
bu^  they  are  not  the  weaker  upon  that, 
acilount.  In  short,  our  national  debts  and 
taj^es  have,  in  ibeu  natural  consequences, 
thrown  such  a  weight  ot  pow«r  into  the 
executive  scale  of  ;^overnment,  as  we  can-, 
not  think  was  intended  by  our  pta-triok 
aAtfestoijfs,  who  gloriously  struggUd  fof 
kmtiinufin*  mi  " — ^ '■-■'  ■  ' ■' rt%r>  tt-mtt 


«  Biacb^toae. 
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the  abolition  of  the  then  formidable  parts 
Qf  the  prerogatJTe,  and  bj'  an  unaccounta- 
ble want  of  foresight,  established  this,  sys- 
tem in  tlieir  stead."  Our  general  object 
is  to  recover  and  preserve  the  true  balance 
of  the  constitution. 

These  are  the  principles  of  our  Associa- 
tion, and  on  our  steady  adherence  to  them, 
we  look  with  just  confidence  to  the  appro- 
bation and  support  of  the  -people  in  the 
prosecution  of  our  object.  A  measure, 
so  likely  to  be  opposed  by  the  united 
strength  of  various  interests,  can  never 
succeed  but  by  the  declared  and  hearty 
concurrence  of  the  nation. 

Resolved  unanittfously.  That  a  motion  be 
made  in  the  House  of  Commons,  at  an 
early  period  in  the  next  session  of  par- 
liament, for  introducing  a  Parliamentary 
Reform. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  Charley 
Grey,  Esq.  be  requested  to  make,  and  the 
Hon.  Thomas  Erskine  to  second,  the 
above  motion. 

Signed  by  the  unanimous  order  of  this 
Meeung,— -W.  H.  Lambton,  Chairman. 


Autkmiic  Copy  of  Or  Petition  preying  for  « 
'Reform  in  Partiamtnt,  presemed  to  the 
House  of  C'o^nrnons  by  Charles  Grey, 
Esij  on  Monday.  6th  Mny,  1733  ;  and 
tinned  only  bi/  the  Mtmbtrs  of  t lie  Ho 
eiety  oft/ie  Friends  of  the  People,  asso- 
ciated for  the  t'urpuse  of  obiaining  a 
Pwliaintniary  Hejorm. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  in  Parliament  assembled. 
Sheweth, 

Thai  by  the  form  andspirit  of  the  Bri- 
tish constitution,  the  king  is  vested  with 
the  sole  executive  power. 

i'hat  the  House  of  Lords  consists  of 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  deriving  their 
titles  and  corvsetjuence  either  from  the 
crown,  or  from  hereditary  privileges. 

That  these  two  powers,  if  they  acted 
without   controul,   would    form  either   a 
despotic  monarchy,  of  a  dangerous  oli 
garchy. 

That  the  wisdom  of  oar  ancestors  bath 
contriTed,  thut  these  authorities  may  be 
rendered  not  only  harmless,  but  beneficial, 
aiui  be  exercised  for  the  security  and  hap- 
piness of  the  peopl«. 

That  this  se«urity  and  happuiess  are  to 
he  looked  for  in-  the  introduction  of  a 
tkird  estate,  distinct  fr(M»,  a«d  a  check 
wpott  ika  otii&i  two*  brwcJ9B«»  &jf  the  legis- 


lature ;  created  by,  representing,  and  re- 
sponsible to  the  people  themselves. 

That  so  much  depending  upon  the  pre* 
servation  of  this  third  estate,  in  such  its 
constitutional  purity  and  strength,  your 
Petitioners  are  reasonably  jealous  of  vvhat- 
ever  may  appear  to  vitiate  the  one,  or  to 
impair  the  other. 

That  at  the  present  day  the  House  of 
Commons  does  not  fuiiy  and  fairly  repre- 
sent the  people  of  England,  which,  coQ" 
sistently  with  what  your  Petitioners  con- 
ceive to  be  the  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion, they  consider  as  a  grievance,  and 
therefore,  with  all  becoming  respect,  lay 
their  complaints  before  your  honourable 
House. 

That  though  the  terms  in  which  your 
petitioners  state  their  grievance  may  be 
looked  upon  as  strong,  yet  your  honoura- 
ble House  is  intreated  to  believe  that  no 
expression  is  made  use  of  for  the  purpose 
of  offence. 

Your  Petitioners  in  affirming  that  your 
honourable  House  is  not  an  adequate  re- 
presentation of  the  people  of  England, 
do  but  state  a  fact,  which,  if  tht;  word 
"Representation"  be  accepted  in  its  fair 
and  obvious  sense,  they  are  ready  to 
prove,  and  which  they  think  detrimtntal 
to  their  interests,  and  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution. 

H  .w  far  lbs  madt-quate  representation 
is  prejudicial  to  ilicir  mterests,  vour  Pe- 
titioners apprehend  they  may  b<*  allowed 
I  to  decide  lor  themselves  ;  but  how  far  it 
is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution, 
:  they  refer  to  the  ^.onsideration  of  your 
honourable  Hou-^e. 

If  your  honourable  House  shall  be 
pleased  lo  drierrDiiie  that  the  p-.ople  of 
England  ought  noi  to  be  fully  represented, 
your  petitioners  pr^iy  that  such  your  de- 
termination may  be  made  known,  to  the 
end  that  the  people  may  be  apprized  of 
their  real  situation  ;  but  if  yuur  honoura- 
ble House  shall  conceive  that  the  people 
are  already  fully  represented,  then  your 
petitioi»ers  beg  leave  to  call  your  atteiiiion 
to  the  following  facts : 

Your  Petitioners  complain,  that  the  num- 
ber of  representatives  assigned  to  the  dif- 
ferent counties  i6  grossly   di^pioporiiuneti 
to  their  comparative  extent,   pvpulaittm, 
l^and  trade. 

Your  Petitioaers  c^snapVain,  tl^at  ib& 
elective  franchise  i»  so  partially  and  qd- 
ee^uaUy  cListrlbitted,  and  is  in  so  many  in* 
siances  CQUixuiued  to  bodies  af  mea  of 
such  fery  ^Iti^it^dl-  auw^ec^  U»at  bhe  oa* 


Pl3S)5j 


POLITiCAL  KEGiSTEK 


jority  of  your  honourable  House  is  elected 
by  iess  than  tiltten  thousand  electors, 
which,  even  if  the  mate  adults  in  the 
kingdom  be  estimaieu  at  so  low  a  number 
as  ihiee  niillioas,  is  not  niore  than  the 
two  huiidredth  part  of  the  people  to  be 
represented. 

Your  Petitioners  complain,  that  the 
right  of  voting  is  regulated  by  no  uniform 
or  rational  principle. 
•  Your  Petitioners  complain,  that  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  elective  franchise  is  only  re- 
newed once  in  seven  years. 

Your  Petitioners  thus  distinctly  state 
the  subject  matter  of  their  complaints,  that 
your  honourable  House  may  be  convinced 
that  they  are  acling  iVom  no  spirit  of  ge- 
»15eral  discontent,  and  that  you  may  with 
the  more  ease  be  enabled  to  enquire  into 
the  facts,  and  to  apply  the  remedy. 

For  the  evidence  in  support  of  the  first 
cpmplaint,  your  Petitioners  reier  to  the 
velum  book  of  your  honourable  House. — 
Is  it  fitting,  that  Rutland  and  Yorkshire 
should  bear  an  equal  rank  in  the  scale 
of  county  representation ;  or  can  it  be 
right,  that  Cornwall  alone  should,  by  its 
extravagant  proportion  of  Borough  mem- 
bers, outnumber  not  only  the  respresenta- 
tives  of  Yorkshire  and  Rutland  together, 
but  of  Middlesex  added  to  them  ?  Or,  if  a 
distinction  be  tidcen  between  the  landed 
and  the  trading  interests,  naust  it  not  ap- 
pear monstrous  that  Cornwall  and  Wilt- 
shire should  se.nd  moKe  borough  members 
to  parliament,  than  Yorkshire,  Lancashire, 
Warwickshire,  Middlesex,  Worcestershire 
and  Somersetshire  united  ?  and  that  the 
total  representation  of  all  Scotland  should 
but  exceed  by  one  member,  the  number 
returned  for  a  single  county  in  England  ? 
.  .  The  second  complaint  of  your  Pe- 
titioners is  founded  on  the  unequal,  pro- 
portions in  which  the  elective  franchise 
is  distributed,   and  in  supjjort  of  it. 

They  aftnm,  that  seventy  of  your  ho- 
nourable members  are  returned  by  thirty 
five  places,  where  the  right  of  voting  is 
vested  in  burgage  and  other  tenures  of  a 
similar  description,  and  in  which  it  would 
t)e  to  trifle  with  the  patience  of  your  ho- 
nourable House,  to  mention  any  number 
of  voters  whatever,  the  elections  at  the 
places  alluded  to  being  notoriously  a 
mere  matter  of  form.  And  this  your  Peti- 
tioners are  ready  to  prove. 
■  They  affirm  that  in  addition  to  the 
seventy  honourable  members  so  chosen, 
ninety  more  of  your  honourable  mem- 
bers are  elected  by  forty-six  pisices,  in 
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none  of  which  the  number  of  voters  ex» 
ceeds  fifty.  And  this  your  Petitioners  are 
ready  t'*  prove. 

They  affirm,  that  in  addition  to  the 
hundred  and  sixty  so  elected,  thirty-Seven 
more  of  your  honourable  members  are 
elected  by  nineteen  places,  in  none  of 
which  the  number  of  voters  exceeds 
one  hundred.  And  this  your  Petitioners 
are   ready  to  prove. 

They  affirm,  that  in  addition  to  the 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  honourable 
members  so  chosen,  fifty-two  more  are 
returned  to  serve  in  parliament,  by  twenty- 
six  places,  in  none  of  which  the  number 
of  voters  exceeds  two  hundred.  And  this 
your  Petitioners  are  ready  to  prove. 

They  affirm,  that  in  addition  to  tiie  two 
hundred  and  forty-nine  so  elected,  twenty 
more  are  returned  to  serve  in  parliament 
for  counties  in  Scotland  by  less  than 
one  hundred  electors  each,  and  ten  for 
counties  in  Scotland  by  less  than  twa 
hundred  and  fifty  each.  And  this  your 
Petitioners  are  ready  to  prove,  even  ad- 
mitting the  validity  of  fictitious  votes. 

They  affirm,  that  in  addition  to  the  two 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  so  elected, 
thirteen  districts  of  burghs  in  Scotland, 
not  containing  one  hundred  voters  each, 
and  two  districts  of  burghs,  not  containing 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  each,  return 
fifteen  more  honourable  members.  And 
this  your  Petitioners  are  ready  to  prove. 

And  in  this  manner,  according  to  thff 
present  state  of  the  representation,  two- 
hundred  and  nine-four  of  your  honourable, 
membei's  are  chosen,  and,  being  a  majo-, 
rity  of  the  entire  House  of  Commons,  are 
enabled  to  decide  all  questions  in  the 
name  of  the  whole  people  of  England  and 
Scotland. 

The  third  complaint  of  your  Petitioners 
is  founded  on  the  present  complicated 
lights  of  voting.  From  the  caprice  with 
vvhith  they  have  been  varied,  and  the  ob- 
scurity in  which  they  have  become  in- 
volved by  time  and  contradictory  deci- 
sions, they  are  become  a  source  of  infi- 
nite confusion,  litigation,  and  expence. 

Your  Petitioners  need  not  tender  any 
evidence  of  the  inconveniences  which  arise 
from  this  defect  in  the  representation, 
because  the  proof  is  to  be  found  in  your 
journals^  and  the  minutes  of  the  different 
committees  who  have  been  appointed  un- 
der the  10th  and  1 1th  of  the  king.  Your 
honourable  House  is  but  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  tedious,  intricate,  and 
expensive  scenes  of  litigation  wjiifb  have 
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been  brought  before  yon,  in  atfcmpting  to 
settle  the  legal  import  of  thr)se  numerous 
distinctions  whicti  perplex  and  confound 
the  present  rights  of  voting.  How  many 
inonlhs  of  your  valuable  time  have  been 
>vasted  in  listening  to  the  wrangling  of 
lawyers  upon  the  various  species  of  bur- 
gagehold,  leasehold,  and  freehold  !  How 
many  committees  have  been  occupied  in 
investigating  the  nature  of  scot  and  lot, 
pot  v.atlers,  commonalty,  populacy,  re- 
siant  inhabitants,  and  inhabitants  at  large  ! 
What  labour  and  research  have  been 
employed  in  endeavouring  to  ascertain 
the  legal  claims  of  borough-men,  alder- 
men, port  men,  select  men,  burgesses, 
..and  council-men!  And  what  confusion 
has  arisen  from  the  complicated  operation 
of  chtshing  charters,  from  freemen  resident 
and  non  resident,  and  from  the  different 
modes  of  obtaining  the  freedom  of  cor- 
porations by  birth,  by  servitude,  by  mar- 
riage, by  redemption;  by  election,  tind 
by  purchase  !  On  ail  these  points  it  is 
however  needless  for  your  Petitioners  to 
enlarge,  when  your  honourable  House 
recollects  the  fDllowing  facts;  namely, 
that  since  the  rweiUy-second  of  December 
1790,  no  less  than  twenty-one  committees 
have  been  employed  in  deciding  upon  li- 
tigaied  rights  of  voting.  Of  these,  eight 
were  occupied  with  the  disputes  of  three 
boroughs,  and  there  are  petitions  from 
four  places  yet  remaining  before  your 
honourable  House,  waiting  for  a  final  de- 
cision to  inform  the  electors  what  their 
rights  really  are. 

But  the  complaint  of  your  Petitioners 
.on  the  subject  of  the  want  of  an  uniform 
nnd  equitable  principle  in  regulating  the 
right  of  voting,  extends  as  well  to  the  ar- 
bitrary manner  in  which  some  are  ex- 
cluJed,  as  to  the  intricate  qualifications  by 
which  others  are  admitted  to  the  exercise 
of  that  privilege. 

Religious  opinions  create  an  incapacity 
to  vote.  All  Papists  are  excluded  gene- 
rally, and,  by  the  operation  of  the  test 
laws,  Protestant  Dissenters  are  deprived 
of  a  voice  in  the  election  of  representa- 
tives in  about  thirty  boroughs,  where  the 
right  of  voting  is  confined  to  corporate 
olHccrs  alone;  a  deprivation  the  more  un- 
justifiable, because,  though  considered  as 
luiworthy  to  vote,  they  are  deemed  capa- 
ble of  being  elected,  and  may  be  the  re 
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they     are    disqualified    from    being    the 
electors. 
A  man  possesEed  of  one  thousand  pounds 


per  annum,  or  any  other  sum,  arising 
from  copyliold,  leasehold  for  ninety-nine 
years,  trade,  property  in  the  public  funds, 
or  even  freehold  in  the  city  of  London,  and' 
many  other  cities  and  towns  having  pecu- 
liar jurisdictions,  is  not  thereby  intitled  to 
vote.  Here  again  a  strange  distinction  is 
taken  between  electing  and  representing, 
as  a  copyhold  is  a  sufficient  qualification 
to  sit  in  your  honourable  House. 

A  man  paying  taxes  to  any  amount, 
how  great  soever,  for  his  domestic  esta- 
blishment, does  not  thereby  obtain  a  right 
to  vote,  unless  his  residence  be  in  some 
borough  where  that  right  is  vested  in  the 
inhabitants.  This  exception  operates  in 
sixty  places,  of  which  twenty-eight  du 
not  contain  three  hundred  voters  each,  and 
the  number  of  householders  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales  (exclusive  of  Scotland), 
who  pay  all  taxes,  is  714,911,  and  of 
householders  vA^o  pay  all  taxes,  but  the 
house  and  window  taxes,  is  284,459,  as 
appears  by  a  return  made  to  your  ho- 
nciirable  House  in  1785;  so  that  even 
supposing  the  sixtj''  places  above  men- 
tioned to  contain,  one  with  another,  one 
thousand  voters  m  each,  there  will  remain 
939,370  householders  who  have  no  voice 
in  the  representation,  unless  the\'  have 
obtained  it  by  accident  or  by  purchise. 
Neither  their  contributions  to  the  public 
burdens,  their  peaceable  demeanor  as  good 
suiijects,  nor  their  general  respectability 
and  merits  as  useful  citizens,  allbrd  ihem, 
as  the  law  now  stands,  the  smallest  pre- 
tensions to  participate  in  the  choice  of 
those,  who,  under  the  name  of  their 
representatives,  may  dispose  of  iheir  for- 
tunes and  liberties. 

In  Scotland,  the  grievance  arising  from 
the  nature  of  the  rights  of  voting,  has  a 
different  and  still  more  intolerable  ope- 
ration. In  that  great  and  populous  divi- 
sion of  the  kingdom,  not  only  the  great 
m?»ss  of  the  householders,  but  of  the  land- 
holders also,  are  excluded  from  a'l  partici- 
pation in  the  choice  of  representatives. 
By  the  remains  of  the  feudal  system  in 
the  counties,  the  vote  is  severed  from  the 
land,  and  attached  to  what  is  called  the 
superiority.  In  other  words  it  is  taken 
from  the  substance,  and  transferred  to 
the  shadow,  because,  though  each  of 
these  superiorities  must,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  arise  from  lands  of  the  present 
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presentatives  of  the  very  places  for  which     annual   value   of    four    hundred    pounds 


sterling,  yet  it  is  not  necessar\'  that  the 
lands  should  do  no  more  than  give  a  name 
to  the  superiority,  ibe  possessor  of  whici) 
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may  retain  the  right  of  voting  notwith- 
standing he  be  divested  of  the  property. 
And  on  the  other  hand,  great  landholders 
have  the  means  afforded  them  by  the 
same  system,  of  adding  to  their  influence, 
without  expence  to  themseWes,  by  com- 
municating to  iheir  confidential  friends 
the  privilege  of  electing  members  to  serve 
in  parliament.  The  process  by  which 
this  operation  is  performed  is  simple.  He 
who  wishes  to  increase  the  number  of  his 
dependent  votes,  surrenders  his  charter  to 
the  crown,  and,  parcelling  out  his  estate 
into  as  many  lots  of  four  hundred  pounds 
per  annum,  as  may  be  convenient,  con- 
veys them  to  such  as  he  can  confide  in. 
To  these,  new  charters  are,  upon  applica- 
tion, granted  by  the  crown,  so  as  to  erect 
each  of  them  into  a  superiority,  which 
privilege  once  obtained,  the  land  itself  is 
reconveytd  to  the  original  granter;  and 
thus  the  representatives  of  the  landed  in- 
terest in  Scotland  may  be  chosen  by  those 
who  have  no  real  or  beneficial  interest  in 
the  land. 

Such  is  the  situation  in  which  the  coun- 
ties of  Scotland  are  placed.  With  re- 
spect to  the  burghs,  every  thing  that 
bears  even  the  semblance  of  popular 
choice,  has  long  been  done  away.  Th* 
election  of  members  to  serve  in  Parlia- 
ment is  vested  in  the  magistrates  and 
town  councils,  who,  having  by  various  in- 
novations, constituted  themselves  into 
self-elected  bodies,  instead  of  officers 
freely  chosen  by  the  inhabitants  at  large, 
have  deprived  the  people  of  all  participa- 
tion in  that  privilege,  the  free  exercise  of 
which  affords  the  only  security  they  can 
possess  for  the  protection  of  their  liberties 
and  property. 

The  fourth  and  last  complaint  of  your 
Petitioners  is  the  length  of  the  duration  of 
Parliament.  Your  honourable  House 
knows,  that  by  the  ancient  laws  and  sta- 
tutes of  this  kiftgdom  frfquent  parliaments) 
ought  to  be  held;  and  that  the  sixth  of 
William  and  Mary,  c.  2-  (since  repealed) 
speaking  while  the  spirit  ot  the  revolution 
was  yet  warm,  declared,  that  "  frequent 
and  new  parli?tments  tend  very  much  to 
the  happy  union  and  good  agreement  be- 
tween king  and  people;  "  aad  enacted, 
that  no  parlianieni  should  last  longer  than 
three  years.  Your  Petitioners,  without 
presuining  to  add  to  such  an  authority  by 
aay  observations  of  their  own,  humbly 
prpfy  that  parliaments  may  not  be  contiim- 
^  iin  sewn  years. 

Your  Ptititioiiers  have  thu&  laid  b«l«re 


you  the  specific  grounds  of  complaint, 
from  which  they  conceive  every  evil  in 
the  representation  to  spring,  and  on  which 
they  think  every  abuse  and  inconvenience 
is  founded. 

What  those  abuses  are,  and  how  great 
that  inconvenience  is,  it  becomes  your 
Petitioners  to  state,  as  the  best  means  of 
justifying  their  present  application  to  your 
honourable  House. 

Your  Petitioners  then  affirm,  that  froii| 
the  combined  operation  of  the  defects 
they  have  pointed  out,  arise  those  scenes' 
of  confusion,  litigation,  and  expence, 
which  so  disgrace  the  name,  and  that  ex- 
tensive system  of  private  patronag* 
which  is  so  repugnant  to  .the  spirit  of 
free  representation. 

Your  Petitioners  entreat  of  jrour  honour- 
able House  to  consider  the  manner  iti 
which  elections  are  conducted,  and  to  re? 
fleet  upon  the  extreme  inconvenience  to 
which  electors  are  exposed,  and  the  into- 
lerable expence  to  which  candidates  are 
subjected. 

Your  honourable  House  knows  that 
tumults,  disorders,  outrages,  and  perjury, 
are  too  often  the  dreadful  attendants  ofi 
contested  elections  as  at  this  time  carried 
on. 

Your  honourable  House  knows  that 
polls  are  only  taken  in  one  fixed  place 
for  each  county,  city,  and  borough,  whe.^ 
ther  the  number  of  voters  be  ten  or  tei| 
thousand,  and  whether  they  be  residentf 
or  dispersed  over  England. 

Your  honourable  House  knows  that 
polls,  however  few.  the  electors,  may  by 
law  be  continued  for  fifteen  days,  and 
tven  then  be  subjected  to  a  scrutiny. 

Your  honourable  House  knows  that  tba 
manageiTient  and  conduct  of  polls  is  coniv 
mitted  to  returning  officers,  vvtio,  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  proceed mgs,  must  be 
invested  with  extensive  and  discretionary 
powers,  and  who,  it  appears  by  every  vo- 
lume of  your  journals,  have  but  too  often 
exercised  those  powers  with  the  most-" 
gross  partiality,  and  the  most  scandalous 
corruption. 

Of  elections  arranged  with  such  littl^ 
regard  to  the  acconmiodation  of  the  par-' 
lies,  acknowledged  to  require  such  z(, 
length  of  time  to  complete,  and  trusted 
to  the  superintendance  of  such  suspicieuA- 
agents,  your  Ptutioners  might  easily' 
draw  out  a  detail  of  the  expence.  But  i^ 
is  unnecessary.  The  fact  i«  too  netorioa*^ 
to  require  proof,  that  scarce  an  ms^anc*"- 
can  b&  pvo4tM;«d  wbsre  a  membet  has 
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obtained  a  disputed  seat  in  parliamont  at 
a  less  cost  than  from  two  to  five  thousand 
pound*;  particular  cases  are  not  >vanting 
where  ten  times  these  sums  have  been 
paid,  bot  it  is  sufficient  (or  your  Petitioners 
to  affirm,  and  to  be  able  to  prove  it  if 
denied,  that  such  is  the  expence  of  a  con- 
tested return,  that  he  who  should  become 
a  candidate  with  even  greater  funds  than 
the  laws  require  him  to  swear*  to  as  his 
qualification  to  sit  in  your  honourable 
House,  mast  either  relinquish  his  pre- 
tentions on  the  appearance  of  opposition, 
or  so  reduce  his  fortune  in  the  contest, 
that  he  eould  not  take  his  seat  without 
perjury. 

The  revision  of  the  original  polls  before 
the  committees  of  your  honourable  House, 
upon  appeals  from  the  decisions  of  the 
returning  officers,  affords  a  fresh  source 
of  vexation  and  expence  to  all  parties. 
Your  honourable  House  knows,  that  the 
complicated  rights  of  voting,  and  the 
shameful  practices  which  disgrace  election 
proceedings,  have  so  loaded  your  table 
with  Petitions  for  judgment  and  redress, 
that  one  half  of  the  usual  duration  of  a 
parliament  has  scarcely  been  suffi<;ieHt  to 
settle  who  is  entitled  to  sit  for  the  other 
half;  and  it  was  not  till  within  the  last 
two  months  that  your  honourable  House 
had  an  opportunity  of  discovering,  that 
the  two  gentlemen,  who  sat  and  voted  near 
three  years  as  the  representatives  of  the 
borough  of  Stockbridge,  had  procured 
themselves  to  be  elected  by  the  most 
scandalous  bribery;  and  that  the  two 
gentlemen,  who  sat  and  voted  during  as 
long  a  period  for  the  borough  of  Great 
Grimsby,   had  not  been  elected  at  all. 

In  Uuth  all  the  mischiefs  of  the  present 
system  of  representation  are  ascertained 
by  the  difficulties  which  even  the  zeal 
Mid  vyisdom  of  your  honourable  House 
experiences  in  attending  to  the  variety 
ofcomplaints  brought  before  yon.  Thougii 
your  committee  sit  five  hours  every  day 
from  the  time  of  their  appointment,  they 
generally  are  unable  to  come  to  a  deci- 
sion in  less  than  a  fortnight,  and  very 
frequently  are  detained  from  thirty  to 
forty  days.  The  Westminster  case  in 
1789,  will  even  furnish  your  honourable 
House  with  an  instance,  where,  after  de- 
liberating forty-fiv^  days,  a  committee 
gravely  resoked,  that,  «  From  an  atten- 
tive consideratioii  of  the  circumstances  re- 
lating to  the  cause,  a  final  decision  of  the 
business  before  them  could  not  take  place 
ia  the  course  of  the  session,  and  that  not 


improbably  the  whole  of  the  parKament" 
(liaving  at  that  time  near  two  years 
longer  to  sit)  "  might  be  consumed  in  a 
tedious  and  expensive  litigation  ;"  and 
they  recommended  it  to  the  Petitioners  t6 
withdraw  their  Petition,  which,  after  «t 
fruitless  perseverance  of  above  three 
months,  they  were  actually  obliged  t» 
submit  to. 

Your  Petitioners  will  only  upon  thi« 
subject  farther  add,  that  the  expence  t& 
each  c^the  parties,  who  have  been  either 
plaintiff  or  defendant  in  Petitions  tried 
before  your  honourable  House  in  the  pre* 
sent  session,  has,  upon  an  average,  amount^ 
ed  to  above  one  hundred  pounds  per  day; 
and  that  the  Attornies'  Bills  in  one  cause, 
the  trial  of  which  in  point  of  form  only 
lasted  two  days,  and  in  point  of  fact  only 
six  hours,  amounted  to  very  near  twelve 
hundred  pounds.  And  this  your  Peti- 
tioners are  ready  to  prove. 

Your  Petitioners  must  now  beg  lear* 
to  call  the  attention  of  your  honourable 
House  to  the  greatest  evil  produced  by 
these  defects  in  the  representation  of  which 
they  complain,  namely,  the  extent  of 
Private  Parliamentary  Patronage;  aa 
abuse  which  obviously  tends  to  exclude 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  from  any 
substantial  influence  in  the  election  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  which  in  its  pro- 
gress, threatens  to  usurp  the  sovereignty 
of  the  countr}'^,  to  the  equal  danger  of 
the  king,  of  the  lords,  and  of  the  com- 
mons. 

The  patronage  of  which  your  Petitioners 
complain,  isof^tyo kinds  :  T%a^which  arises 
from  the  unequal  distribution  of  the  elective 
franchise,  and  the  peculiar  rights  of  voting 
by  which  certain  places  return  members  to 
serve  in  parliaments;  and  that  which  arises 
from  the  expence  attending  contested 
elections,  and  the  consequent  degree  of 
power  acquired  by  wealth. 

By  these  two  means,  a  weight  of  par- 
liamentary influence  has  been  obtained 
by  certain  individuals,  forbidden  by  the 
spirit  of  the  laws,  and  in  its  consequences 
most  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Great  Britain. 

The  operation  of  the  ^rst  speciefe  of 
patronage  is  direct,  and  subject  to  posi- 
tive proof.  Eighty-four  individuals  do 
by  their  own  immediate  authority  send 
one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  of  your  ho- 
nourable members  to  parliament.  And 
this  your  Petitioners  are  ready,  if  the 
fact  be  disputed,  to  prove,  and  to  name 
the  members  and  the  patrons. 
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The  second  species  of  patronage  cannot 
be  shewn  with  equal  accuracy,  though  it 
is  felt  with  equal  force. 

Your  Petitioners  are  convinced,  that  in 
addition  to  the  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
scfen  honourable  members  above  men- 
tioned, one  hundred  and  fifty  more,  mak- 
ing in  the  whole  three  hundred  and  sevens 
are  returned  to  your  honourable  House, 
not  by  the  collective  voice  of  those  whom 
they  appear  to  represent,  but  by  the  re- 
commendation of  seventy  powerful  indi- 
viduals, added  to  the  eighty-four  before 
mentioned,  and  making  the  total  number 
of  patrons  altogether  only  one  hundred  and 
fifty-four,  who  return  a  decided  majority 
of  your  honourable  House. 

If  your  honourable  House  will  accept 
as  evidence  the  common  report  and  ge- 
neral belief  of  the  counties,  cities^  and 
boroughs,  which  return  the  members 
alluded  to,  your  Petitioners  are  ready  to 
name  them,  and  to  prove  the  fact ;  or  if 
the  nlembers  in  question  can  be  made 
parties  to  the  inquiry,  your  Petitioners 
will  name  them,  and  be  governed  by  the 
testimony  which  they  themselves  shall 
publicly  give.  But  if  neither  of  these 
proofs  be  thought  consistent  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  your  honourable  House,  then 
your  Petitioners  can  only  assert  their  be- 
lief of  the  fact,  which  they  hereby  do  in 
the  most  solemn  manner,  and  on  the  most 
deliberate  conviction. 

Your  Petitioners  entreat  your  honoura- 
ble House  to  believethat,  in  complaining  of 
this  species  of  influence,  it  is  not  their  in- 
tention or  desire  to  decry  or  to  condemn 
that  just  and  natural  attachment  which 
ihey,  who  are  enabled  by  their  fortune, 
and  inclined  by  their  disposition,  to  apply 
great  meatis  to  honourable  and  benevolent 
ends,  will  always  ensure  to  themselves. 
What  your  Petitioners  complain  of  is, 
that  property,  whether  well  or  ill  em- 
ployed, has  equal  power;  that  the  present 
system  of  representation  gives  to  it  a  de- 
gree of  weight  which  renders  it  indepen- 
dent of  character;  which  enables  it  to 
excite  fear  as  well  as  to  procure  respect, 
and  which  confines  the  choice  of  electors, 
within  the  ranks  of  opulence,  because, 
though  it  cannot  make  riches  the  sole 
object  of  their  afTection  and  confidence, 
it  can  and  does  throw  obstacles,  almost 
insurmountable,  in  the  way  of  every  man 
who  is  not  rich,  and  thereby  secures  to  a 
select  few  the  capability  of  becoming 
candidates  themselves,  or  supporting  the 
pretensions  of  others.     Of  this  your  Pe- 


titioners  complain  loudly,   because   they'' 
conceive  it  to  be  highly  unjust,  that  whife'-* 
the  language  of  the  law  requires  from   a 
candidate  no  greater  este^*e,   as  a  qualifi- 
cation, than  a  few   hundri  d   pounds   per  ' 
atinvra,  the  operation  of  the  law  shoulrf*^ 
disqualify  every   myn  whose  rental  is  not^- 
extended  to  thousand^;    and  that,   at  the"" 
same  time  that  the  legislature  appears  to 
give  the  electors  a  choice  from  amongst 
those  who  possess  a  moderate  and    inde- 
pendent competence,  it  should  virtually 
compel  them  to  choose  from  amongst  those 
who  themselves  abound  in  wealtfh,   or  are 
supported  by  the  wealth  of  others. 

Your  Petitioners  are  the  more  alarmed 
at  the  progress  of  private  patronage,    be- 
cause itis  rapidly  leading  to  consequences  ;• 
which  menace  the   very  existence  of  the  ,. 
constitution.  •  '  ?* 

At  the  commencement  of  every  session"^ 
of    parliament,    your  honourable  Housej^ 
acting  up  to  the  laudable  jealousy  of  your"'* 
predecessors,  and  speaking  the  pure,  con- 
stitutional language  of  a  British  House  of* 
Commons  resolve,    as   appears   by    your  "i 
journals,  "  That  no  peer  of  this  realm  hath"''* 
any  right  to  give  his  vole  in  the  election 
of  any  member  to  serve  in  parliament;" 
and  also,    "  That  it   is  a   high    infringe-; 
ment  upon  the  liberties  and  privileges  of'" 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,   for  any 
Lord   of  Parliament,  or  any  lord-lieute- 
nant of  any  county,  to  concern  themselves 
in  the  elections  of  members  to  serve  for 
the  Commons  in  Parliament.'' 

Your  Petiti6ners  inform  your  honoura- 
ble House,  and  are  ready  to  prove  it  att, 
your  bar,  that  they  have   the    most  rea-'' , 
sonable  grounds   to   suspect  that  no    les4-\' 
than  one  hundred  and  fifiy  of  your  ho-^f 
nourable  members  owe  their  electioas  en-"" 
tirely  to  the  interference   of  Peers  ;   ancP  - 
your  Petitioners  are  prepared  to  shew  by 
legal   evidence,  that  forty  Peers,  in  defi- 
ance of  your  resolutions,  have  possessed 
themselves  of  so   u\zny  burgage  tenures, 
and  obtained  such  an  absolute  and   un- 
controuled  command  in  very  many  small 
boroughs   in  the  kingdom,   as  to  be   en- 
abled by  their  own  positive  authority  to 
return    eighty-one    of    your   honourable 
members.  ., 

Y'our  petitioners  Viill,  however,  wgfrf® 
this  grievance  of  the  interference  of  peers 
in  elections  no   farther,  because  they  are 
satisfied  that  it  is  unnecessary.     Nurabert" 
of  your  honourable  members  must  indivJif;i 
dually  have  known    the  fact,  but  collec--^' 
lively  your  honourable  house    has  uh- 
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doubtedly  been  a  stranger  to  it.  It  is  now 
brought  before  you  by  those  who  lender 
evidence  of  the  truth  of  what  they  assert, 
and  they  conceive  it  would  be  improper 
in  them  to  ask  that  by  petition,  which 
must  be  looked  for  as  the  certain  result  of 
your  own  honourable  attachment  to  your 
own  liberties  and  privileges. 

Your  petitioners  have  thus  laid  before 
your  honourable  house,  what  the  mischiefs 
are  which  arise  from  the  present  state  of 
the  representation,  and  what  they  con- 
ceive to  be  the  grounds  of  those  mischiefs, 
and  therefore  pray  to  have  removed. 

They  now  humbly  beg  leave  to  offer 
their  reasons,  why  they  are  anxious  that 
some  remedy  should  be  immediately  ap- 
plied.- 

Your  petitioners  trust  they  may  be  al- 
lowed to  state,  because  they  are  ready  to 
prove,  that  seats  in  your  honourable  house 
are  sought  for  at  a  most  extravagant  and 
increasing  rate  of  expence. 

What  can  have  so  much  augmented  the 
ambition  to  sit  in  your  honourable  house, 
your  petitioners  do  not  presume  accurately 
to  have  discovered,  but  the  means  taken 
by  candidates  to  obtain,  and  by  electors 
to  bestow  that  honour,  evidently  appear 
to  have  been  increasing  in  a  progressive 
degree  of  fraud  and  corruption-  Your 
petitioners  are  indnced  to  make  this  as- 
sertion by  the  legislature  having  found  it 
necessary,  during  the  last  and  present 
reigiis  so  much  to  swell  the  statute  book 
with  laws  for  the  prevention  of  those  of- 
fences. 

As  far  as  conjecture  can  lead  your  pe- 
titioners, they  must  suppose,  that  the  in- 
creasing national  debt,  and  the  consequent 
increase  of  influence,  are  the  causes  of  the 
increased  eagerness  of  individuals  to  be- 
come members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  of  their  indifference  as  to  the  means 
used  to  gratify  their  speculations.  To 
prove  that  they  do  not  state  this  wantonly, 
or  without  substantial  grounds,  they  hum- 
bly beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing table,  all  the  vouchers  for  which 
are  to  be  found  in  the  journals  of  your 
"honourable  house,  or  in  different  acts  of 
parliament. 

It  is  upon  this  evidence  of  the  increase 
of  taxes,  establishments  and  influence,  and 
the  increase  of  laws  found  necessary  to 
repel  the  increasing  attacks  upon  the  pu- 
rity and  freedom  of  elections,  that  your 
petitioners  conceive  it  high  time  to  inquire 
Uito  the  premises. 

Your  petitioners  are  confident  that  in 


what  they  have  stated,  they  are  supported 
by  the  evidence  of  factsi  and  they  trust 
that,  in  conveying  those  facts  to  your 
honourable  house,  they  have  not  been  be- 
trayed into  the'  language  of  reproach  or 
disrespect.  Anxious  to  preserve  in  its  pu-: 
rity  a  constitutiorj  they  love  and  admire, 
they  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  lay  be- 
fore you,  not  general  speculations  deduce 
from  theoretical  opinions,  but  positive 
truths  susceptible  of  direct  proof,  and  if  im 
the  performance  of  this  task,  they  hare 
been  obliged  to  call  your  attention  to  as- 
sertions which  you  have  not  been  accus- 
tomed to  hear,  and  which  they  lament  that 
the}'  are  compelled  to  make,  they  intieat 
the  indulgence  of  your  honourable  house. 

Your  petitioners  will  only  further  tres- 
pass upon  your  time,  while  they  recapitu- 
late the  objects  of  their  prayer,  which 
are. 

That  your  honourable  House  will  be 
pleased  to  take  such  measures,  as  to  your 
wisdom  may  seem  meet,  to  remove  the 
evils  arising  from  the  unequal  manner  in  - 
which  the  difFerent  parts  of  the  kingdona 
are  admitted  to  participate  in  the  repre- 
sentation. 

To  correct  the  partial  distribution  of  the 
elective  franchise,  which  commits  the 
choice  of  representatives  to  select  bodies 
of  men  of  suc'a  limited  numbers  as  ren- 
ders them  an  easy  prey  to  the  artful, 
or  a  ready  purchase  to  the  wgalthy. 

To  regulate  the  right  of  voting  upon  an 
uniform  and  equitable  principle. 

And  fiual.iy  to  shorten  the  duration  of 
parliaments,  and  by  removing  the  causes 
of  that,  confusion,  litigation  and  expence, 
with  which  they  are  at  this  day  conducted, 
to  render  frequent  and  new  elections,  what 
our  ancestors  at  the  revolution  asserted 
them  to  be,  the  means  of  a  happy  union 
and  good  agreement  between  the  king 
and  people. 

And  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray. 


DISSENTERS'  MEETING. 

(Concluded  from  page  1376._; 
Resolved,  That  the  cordial  thanks  of 
this  Deputation  be  given  to  the  Committee, 
for  the  zeal  and  promptitude  which  they 
have  so  long  and  so  constantly  manifested, 
in  the  protection  of  the  civil  rights  of  Pro- 
testant Dissenters,  both  in  the  metropolis 
and  in  the  country,  from  every  part  of 
which,  applications  on  the  subject  have 
been  so  frequently  received;  for  their 
watchful  and  anxious  regard  to  these  ii^-- 
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portant  interests  ever  since  Lord  Sidtnouth 
announced  hi«  intention  respecting  the 
Toleration  Act;  and  especially  for  the 
unshaken  firmness  with  which  they  have 
maintained  the  inalienable  rights  of  con- 
science, and  deprecated  the  interference 
of  ijiagistrates  in  matters  of  religion,  as  a 
violation  of  those  sacred  principles,  which 
(in  their  judgment)  human  laws  ought 
nerer  to  control. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  Resolu- 
tions be  signed  by  the  Chairman,  and  in- 
serted in  all  the  morning  papers. 

W.  Smith,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  William  Smith,  Esq. 
M.  P.  the  Chairman  of  this  Deputation,  be 
desired  to  accept  our  warmest  thanks  for 
his  vigilant  attention  to  the  subject  of  the 
late  measure,  ever  since  it  was  first  an- 
nounced in  Parliament ;  for  his  ready  and 
obliging  communications  with  the  Com- 
mittee in  their  attempts  to  dissuade  the 
noble  aothor  from  actually  bringing  the 
same  forward ;  and  for  his  able  and  active 
•ssistanee  in  obtaining  its  rejection  ;  and 
that;  this  Deputation  entertain*  a  strong 
and  grateful  sense  of  his  constant  and 
ae&lous  support  of  civil  and  religious  li- 
berty, and  of  the  rights  of  Protestant  Dis- 
senters on  all  occasions. 


PARLIAMENTARY   REFORM. 

Mesolutions  qf  tJie  Livery  of  L»ndon,  passed 
SOtk  May,  181 1. — Smitb,  Mavor. 

At  a  Meeting,  or  Assembly,  of  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Liverymen,  of  the 
several  Companies'  of  the  City -of  Loodon, 
in  Common  Hall  assembled,  at  the  Guild- 
hall of  the  said  City,  on  Thursday,  the 
30th  day  of  May,  1811:  — 

Resolved,— That  the  Livery  of  London 
have,  for  the  last  40  years,  felt  and  de- 
clared the  corrupt  and  inadequate  state  of 
the  Representation  of  the  People  in  Par 
liament  to  be  the  great  source  of  all  our 
national  grievances  and  misfortunes 

That  to  this  cause  alone  can  be  ascribed 
the  unjust  and  unfortunate  war  with  Ame- 
rica, at  the  close  of  which  they  declared 
i-n  Common  Hall,"  that  our  excellent  Con- 
stitution appeared;  in  no  circumstances 
more  grievously  defaced  than  in  the  une- 
qual Representation  olthe  Pfco;;le  in  Par- 
liament, which  conihiual  experience  had 
proved  to  be  no  less  productive' of  cala- 


mities to  this  country,  than  depredatory 
to  therights  of  Englishmen." 

That  the  subsequent  enormous  increase 
of  debt  and  taxes,  the  increased  and 
increasing  corruptions  and  abuses  of  the 
State,  and  afl  our  grievances  and  misfor-» 
tones,  arise  from  the  sairte  cause,  and  con* 
vince  us  that  a  Constitutional  Reformation 
can  no  longer  with  safety  be  delayed. 

That  we  concur  in  opinion  with  the 
Lord  Treasurer  JtJurleigh,  "  That  England 
can  never  be  ruined  bot  by  a  Parliament." 

That  we  agree  with  that  enlightened 
Philosopher,  Statesman,  and  Christian^ 
Locke,  "  That  employ  iw*  the  force,  trea- 
sure, and  offices  of  the  Government  t6 
corrupt  the  Electors,  is  to  cut  Op  the 
Government  by  the  roots,  and  poison  the 
very  fountain  of  public  ssecarity." 

That  we  agree  with  that  great  Lawyer, 
Patriot,  and  Statesman,  Lord  Somers» 
"  That  it  beloHgeth  lo  our  Parliaments,  it 
being  one  of  the  great  ends  as  well  as  rea- 
son for  which  they  ought  to  be  frequently 
called  and  assembled,  to  enquire  irito  and 
punish  the  crimes  of  Judges  and  all  others 
employed  by  and  under  the  King  ift  the 
executive  part  of  the  Government,  from 
whence  it  is,  as  the  House  of  Commons, 
among  other  capacities  in  which  they  sit 
and  act,  are  by  the  Constitution  to  be  the 
great  inquest  of  the  kingdom,  to  search 
into  all  the  oppressions  and  injustices  of 
the  King's  Ministers;  so  the  House  of 
Lords  among  their  several  other  rights 
and  privileges,  stand  clothed  with  the 
power  and  authority  of  the  High-Coart  of 
Judicature  of  the  nation  to  punish  those 
who  have  misbehaved  themselves  in  aiH 
Courts. 

That  we  agree  with  Baron  Mont^sqtiiett, 
"  That  the  English  Constitution  will  pe- 
rish whenever  the  Representative  Powet 
is  mure  corrupted  than  the  ExeCutire." 

That  we  agree  with  the  great  Eari  of 
Chatham,  "  That  Parliament  mast  reform 
itself  from  within,  or  it  will  be  reformed 
from  wilhdut  with  a  vengeance." 

That  we  a^ree  with  that  reBcrable 
Statesman  and  Lawyer  Lord  Camden, 
"  That  Taxation,  without  RepresentatioHj 
is  tyranny  " 

That  we  agree  with  Judge  Blackstone, 
"  That  if  anv  change  were  to  be  desired. 
It  was  in  favour  of  a  more  equal  Represert* 
tation  ut^the  Peoile  in  Parliament.'*' 
{'fo  be  coniintteti.} 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Battle  of  Albuera.- This  again  is 

called  a  "  Victoty  ;"  nay,  and  a  '*  glorious 

*'  victory." In  a  country,  where  it  is 

possible  to  make  any  considerable  number 
of  persons  look  upon  such  an  event  in  such 
a  light,  it  may  be  thought  absurd  to  at- 
tempt to  place  the  matter  in  its  true  light ; 
but,  when  one  views  the  use  that  is  made 
6i  the  press;  when  one  considers  to  what 
an  extent  the  influence  over  that  instru- 
ment is  carried ;  when  one  considers  how 
small  a  chaiice  the  great  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple have  of  obtaining  any  true  informa- 
tion ;  when  one  considers  with  what  bold- 
ness, with  vvl\at  a  cool  disregard  of  the 
contempt  of  the  well  informed,  the  venal 
writers  propagate  falsehood  upon  ever)^ 
subject,  where  falsehood  best  suits  their 
purpose,  and  especially  upon  subjects 
connected  with  the  war  ;  when  one  con- 
siders all  these  things,  the  matter  for 
wonder  is,  tliat  any  portion  of  the  people 
in  common  life  are  able  to  form  correct 
opinions  as  to  what  is,  upon  any  occasion, 
doing  in  the  countries  where  we  are  car- 
iving  on  war. — ■ — But,  though  the  decep- 
tions propagated  through  these  prints 
spread  so  wide,  there  are  still  some  people, 
especially  in  the  large  towns,  who  think 
rightly ;  who  are  not  to  be  cheated  ;  and 
who  serve  as  the  channels  for  conrsying. 
truth  to  oiherf,  a  duty,  by  the  bye,  that  no 
man  ought  ever  to   neglect,  when   he   has 

it  ni  his  power  to  perform  it.- To  .such 

persons  I  address  the  remarks,  which  I  aui 
about  to  offer  upon  the  Buttle  of  Albuau, 
3S  the  history  of  it  has  been  given  in  our 
news-papers,  having  inserted  below  the 
official  dispatches  as  published  by  the  go- 

vernuieni,  in  the  London  Gazette. In 

the  first  place,  whatever  may  be  the  real 
character  of  these  dispatches;  whatever 
we  may  think  of  their  contents  ;  whatever 
degree  of  reliance  we  may  be  disposed  to 
place  upon  their  several  statements  and 
conjectures;  we  are  to  observe,  and  bear 
iii  mind,  that  they  are  only  Extracis. 
"  Dispatches  of  which  the  following  are 
"EX  TRACTS."  This  is  what  is  laid  be- 
fore the  English  people. Now,  what  is 
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an  extract }  To  extract  means  to  dravj 
out ;  and  the  word  extract,  used  in  the  sense 
in  which  it  is  here  used,  means  pieces,  or 
parts,  drawn  out,  or  taken  out.  So  that  v^ne 
have  here,  for  the  information  of  "  the 
'•■  most  thinking  people"  that  Lord  Stormont, 
now  Earl  Mansfield,  ever  met  \\\ih,  pieces 
of  l^he  dispatches  relating  to  the  iiattle  of 

Albuera.- What  parts  have  been  left  in 

I  cannot  pretend  to  say  ;  but,  this  I  will 
venture  to  assert,  without  the  least  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  the  pieces  of  the  Dis- 
patches which  are  not  published  are  not 
likely  to  contain  any  thing  more  favourable 
than  those  which  are  published  ;  and,  that 
the  chances  are  about  ten  million  to  one 
on  the  other  side.  In  short,  it  is  only  ne- 
cessarj^  to  point  out  to  the  reader,  the  cir- 
cumstance of  this  being  a  puhlicaticn  of 
extracts  only  ;  for,  he  will  not  want  any 
thing  to  enlighten  his  min*  as  to  what  may 
be  done  when  the  publisher  has  the  abso- 
lute power  of  selecting  and  culling  para- 
graphs, sentences,  and  even  words.  What 
would  any  one  say  to  a  jury's  giving  their 

verdict  upon  extracts  of  evidence  r But, 

these  remarks  are  quite  useless.  The 
reader  must  see  through  the  whole  of  the 
matter  in  a  moment;  and,  as  we  proceed, 
he  has  only  to  bear  in  mind,  that  we  are 
remarking  upon   Extracts   of  Dispatches. 

We  will  now  take    a   view  of  these 

Extracts,  and  see  v-'heihi-r even  thej/  warrant 
the  appellations  of  Viciori/,  and  of  Triumph^ 
bestowed  so  lavishly  upon  the  result  of  the 

battle  in  question. From  these  Extracts, 

it  appears,  that  the  Spaniards,  under  their 
two  chietcommanders, and  the  Portuguese, 
under  several  British  Brigadier  Generals, 
were  engaged  on  our  side.  The  nvmhen 
of  4he  allied  armv  are  not  stated  by  Lord 
Talavera  or  bj'  Marshal  Beresford,  at 
which  we  may  be  allowed  to  express  our 
disappointment,  especially  as  the  Marshal 
has  tolu  us  what  were  the  numbers  of  the 
enemy.  He  says  that  the  Duke  of  Dalmatia 
(whom  he  calls  plain  Soult)  had  Id  thou- 
sand men,  and  that  he  was  joined  by  Ge- 
neral Latour  Maubourgh  with  five  thou- 
sand n;en,  making,  in  the  whole,  21  thou- 
sand men.  He  after\Vards  says  the  enemy 
had  26fiQ0  men.  But,  not  a  syllable  docs 
3  A 
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he  say  about  Jih  oivn  numbers,  tlionL'h  tliey 
were  certainly  as  easilv  known  to  him  as 
those  of  the  French.  IVhy'  he  did  not  do 
this,  I  shall  leave  to  the  reader  to  guess; 
and,  we  will,  if  the  reader  likes  it,  just  in- 
quire a  little  for  ourselves  into  this  essen- 
tial point  ;  for,  as  to  victory,  what  is  it  un- 
less we  speak  of  numbers?  Ifsix  men  beat 
one,  they  do  indeed  gain  a  victory  over 
him  ;  but,  thej^  will  hardly,  unless  they 
belong  to  a  very  impudent  and  bragging 

race,  boast  of  such  vic'ory. -To  judge, 

then,  of  the  character  of  this  affair,  we  must 
come  to  some'hing  like  a  certainty  as  to  the 
numbers  ;  remarking  by  the  way,  that  tlie 
!RIarshal  never  says,  in  any  part  of  his  dis- 
patch, or,  at  lensf,  in  an;y  gf  the  parts  that 
are  puhushed,  tliat  his  numl)ers  were  infe- 
rior, or,  indeed,  that  they  were  not  superior, 

to  those  of  the  Ffcnch. This  inquirv 

is,  too,  the  more  necessary  as  our  venal 
])r!nis  liave,  since  the  facts  about  our  loss 
in  prisoners  and  artiilery  and  colours  are 
come  to  light,  been  hard  at  work  to  dimi- 
nish oar  numbers,  and  thereby  to  deceive 
snd  cheat  the  people  into  hopes  that  have, 
perhaps,  no  foLsijution,  and,  which  is  of 
niore  imporlafice,  ituo  approbation  of  a 
contest  vjhicli    "ay  tinaliy  lead   to   great 

national    mischief. Before    we    enter 

upon  our  esti;r;Rte  of  numbers  in  this  par- 
ticular battle,  let  us,  however,  take  a  sort  of 
bird's  eye  viewoflhe armies, es  to  namber.;. 
We  know  very  well,  that,  l<l3t  Sum- 
mer, we  had  30  thousand  British  troops  in 
Portugal,  and  30  thousand  Poriuguese 
troops  "  Hi  sood  as  any  in  the  world,"  these 
being  the  Marshal's  own  word'.  Since 
that  v.'e  have  sent  to  Lisbon  more  than 
30,000  British  troops;  and,  we  have 
doubled  the  sum  which  was  allowed  for 
keeping  up  Portuguese  troops,  and,  con- 
bequentl}',  we  ought  to  have  60,000  of  eacii 
nation.  Now,  these  troop-  have  died,  de- 
serted, or  'oeen  kiUed ;  or  tu'i-y  are  in  being 
under  our  Marshal  and  Lord  AL^rsiial.  If 
the  latter,  where  are  they?  Or,  rather, 
where  were  they  at  the  time  of  the  (wo 
last  battles?  If  ihe  anny  was  equally  di- 
vided between  the  V/ellesley  and  the  Be- 
resford,  then  they  had  60,000  each  ;  and, 
if  the  latter  had  less  than  half,  the  former 
had  more  than  60,000  men  and  then  what 
shall  we  say  of  his  being  attacked  bv  the 
"  run-awaj/"  Massf.na  ;  and  what  shall  we 
say,  of  the  escape  of  BaENNiEK  from  Al- 
meida ?  If  the  Marshal  had  an  army  in- 
ferior to  the  Duke  of  Dalmatia  (whom  our 
"  coarse''  news-paper  people  call  Souh)^ 
the  Lord  Marshal  must  have  had  with 


him  about  100,000  men,  British  troops, 
and  Portuguf;!ie  "  as  good  as  any  troops  in 
the  world/'  Or,  as  i  before  said,  if  these 
men  are  not  with  our  Marshal  and  Lord 
Mar>hal,  n/iere  are  they  ?  That  is  the 
question  that  I  should  like  to  see  answered.. 
It  is  useless  to  jostle  and  boggle  and  shuffle 
about  it:  we  are  payzwi^  for  all  these  men,  and 
if  they  are  not  upon  the  spot  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  ivhcre  are  they  ?  We  were  told 
but  a  few  v/eeks  ago,  that  Massena  was 
totally  "  hors- de-combat ;"  that  his  army 
was  no  more ;  that  he  was  now  out  of  the 
question.  And,  in  about  20  days  after  this 
conies  the  news  that  he  has  attacked  our 
Lord  Marshal  with  a  superior  force,  and> 
after  a  long  battle,  carried  off  some  hurt- 

drzds  of  prisoners. Oh  !  "  thinking  peo-.- 

pie,"  how  long  will  you  continue  to  be 
the  dupes  of  the  base  and   venal  scribes, 

who  fatten   upon  your  credulity  I Let 

us  now,  hovv'ever,  come  to  the  particular 
case  bel'ore  us. — -The  Marshal  tells  us 
that  the  French  had  21,000  men;  but  he 
doss  not  tell  us  how  many  he  had.  We 
will,  thereir.re,  endeavour  to  form  aw  esti* 
mate  of  his  force,  since  he  has  been  so  ob- 
liging as  to  estimate  that  of  the  French  for 
our  information. — — The  news-papers  told 
us,  bforcihe  battle,  that  the  Marshal  had 
inider  him  22,000  British  troops  and  about 
20,'000  Portuguese;  but,  we  will  not  rely 
upon  what  they  said,  which  was,  I  dare 
say,    for   the    purposes    of  deception    as 

usual. One    way    of    estimating    the 

ilarshal's  force  would  be  to  take  his 
number  of  Generals  and  give  each  of 
them  the  command  of  so  many  men ; 
for,  if  they  have  not  men  to  com- 
mand, what  use  is  there  in  our  paying  so 

many   of  them? The    Marshal    gives 

us  no  return  of  his  generals  any  more 
than  of  his  other  people ;  but,  in  the 
course  of  his  dispatch,  we  find  him  be- 
stowing praises  upon  no  less  than  5  Bri- 
tish Major  Generals  and  1  German  Ma- 
jor General.  Here,  then,  are  no  less  than 
Six  Major  Generals,  and  that,  too,  you 
will  obsei  vf,  exclusive  of  the  Spanish  army. 
Why,  six  Major  Generals  are  sufficient 
for  an  army  of  120  thousand  men,  and 
more  than  sufficient.  Each  of  them  has, 
or  ought  to  have,  several  Brigadiers  under 
him  ;  and  each  Brigadier  General  has  the 
command  of  several  Battalions.  In  this 
battk-  I  do  suppose  that  there  were  not 
less  than  30  Generals  of  all  sorts.  It  has 
been  remarked  by  foreign  officers,  that 
our  army  is  always  well  stocked  with  ge- 
nerals.   We  have,  I  should  suppose,  some 
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hundreds  of  Generals  In  our  service ;  but,  at 
any  rate,  we  pay  them,  aii'l,  if  they  had 
not   men  to  command  at  Alhuera,   they 

might  as  well   have  been  at  home 

That  they  had  men,  there  can  he  no  doubt; 
and,  if  the  Mari<hal  did  not  name  his 
numbers,  we  will  endeavour  to  come  at 
them  by  calculation.— —If  we  knew  what 
Reejiments  or  Battalions  he  had  with  him, 
we  could  come  verj'  near  to-  the  mark. 
However,  we  will  take  all  tnat  he  has 
named  in  his  return  of  killed  and  wounded. 
Some  of  the  rorps  had,  perhaps,  no  killeti 
or  wounded  at  all,  and,  of  course,  those 
corps  are  not  named  ;  but,  I  will  take 
those  that  are  named,  and  1  will  give  the 
list  and  the  strength  of  them,  as  thdt 
strength  was  stated  to  the  Mouse  of  Com- 
msrrs  in  February  last;  and,  upon  which 
statement  pay  was  voted  by  that  most 
Honourable  Hovse.  I,  of  course,  cannot 
come  at  the  strength  of  the  Portuguese 
battalions;  but,  we  must  guess  at  that: 
to  get  at  the  real  strength  of  ti>e  British 
and  the  Germans  is  the  main  thing;  and 
this  we  shall  do  pretty  nearly  in  spite  of 
the  frauds,  in  spile  of  the  millions  of  lies, 
of  the  venal  news-papers. The  follow- 
ing Regiments  and  Battalions  are,  as  the 
reader  will  see,  named  in  the  Return  of 
the  Killed  and  Wounded,  being  No.  IV 
of  the  Returns,  as  published  in  the  Ga- 
zette. All  these  corps,  of  w'hich  he  gives 
the  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  he 
had  with  him  in  the  battle,  of  course. 
Nobody  can  deny  that,  and  tacrefore, 
these  we  will  take  as  their  strength  was 
laid  before  the  Honourab!'^.  Ilonse  in 
February  last,  and,  as  I  said  before,  ac- 
cording to  which  strength,  pay  has  been 
voted  for  them  out  of  the   people's  taxes 

by  that    Honourable    House. The 

Artillery  and  Engiueers  I  have  been  ob- 
liged to  guess  at;  and  whether  I  have 
over-rated  the  numbers,  or  under-rated 
them,  I  must  leave  the  reader  to  judge. 

British, 

5rd  Dragoon  Guards  916 

4th  Dragoons  9If» 

13th  Light  Dragoons  yi6 

Total  British  Cavalry... 2,748 

,    3rd  Foot,  l9t  Battalion  ...  805 

^  7th  -  -  -  1st  and  2d  Batt,  2,299 

'  23rd  -  -  -  1st  Batt.   805 

27th SrdBatt.. 1,359 

.;  28th  -  -  -  2nd  Batt 929 

?S9th S30 

'31st 2nd  Batt....,,.,.  S21 


Battle  of  Alhuera.  [1414 

34th 2nd  Batt 929 

39th  -  -  -  2nd  Batt 1,039 

'10th ---  1st  Batt 1,120 

48lh  -  -  -  1,643 

57th  -  -  -  1st  Bait 910 

60ih  -  -  -  5th  Batt 1,059 

(j(ith 2nd  Batt 718 

y7th 720 

Total  British  Foot 10,09* 

Germans. 

1st  Light  Battalion 888 

2nd  Do. 883 

1,97(3 

20,bi8 

British  Artillery .v 

British  Artillery  Drivers !        -  .»^ 

German  Artillery ,  s 

Engineers J 


24,318 
Deduct    for  .death?,    deser-'^ 
tions,  sickness,    &c.  since  the  i 
month  of  February,  being  one  \      4,163 
fifth  of  the  strength  of  the  above  1 
named  Corps J 


Total  British  and  Germans  in 
the  field 


I     20, 


155 


Now,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  wh&t  any 
venal  man  could  say  against  the  fairness 
of  this  estimate.  That  I  have  taken  the 
numbers  as  returned  to  the  Honourable 
House  on  the  20th  of  February  last  cannot 
be  denied.  It  cannot  be  denied,  that 
that  Honourable  House  have  voted  pay 
for  these  corps  agreeably  to  those  numbers  ; 
and,  therefore,  to  suppose  that  the  men 
were  not  in  existence  is  to  suppose  that  the 
money  would  be  misapplied.  At  any  rate, 
we  were  paying  for  these  men.  And,  in- 
deed, there  can  be  little  doubt  of  their 
having  actually  been  present  in  the  battle, 
except  such  of  them  as  may  have  died  or 
deserted  since  February;  and,  for  these 
casualties,  I  have  made  a  pretty  liberal  al- 
lowance in  deducting  one  man  out  of  every 

five. As   to  the  Artillery  and  Drivers 

ayd  Engiueers  ;  we  do  not  pay  for  much 
less  than  forty  thousand  altoge'her,  and, 
perhaps,  15  or  20  thousand  horses;  so 
that,  if  there  were  not  3,500  present  at  a 
battle  like  this,  what  are  thiy  kept  for?  In- 
deed, there  is  every  reason  t->  sjppose  that 
there  were  more  than  3^5' '0,  when  we 
consider  that  our  army  was  juit  beginning 
3  A  2 
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the  siege  of  a  strongly  fortified  town. 

.To  me,  therefore,  it  appears  very  evident, 
that  there  coyld.. not  have  been  less  than 
20,155  British  and  German  troops  in  this 
battle.  The  Spaniards  could  hardly  have 
been  under  ]2  or  1 4- thousand;  for,  we 
find  them  formirig  the  right  wing  of  the 
army  and  m  two  lines;  and,  the  Portu- 
guese, who  do  not  appear  to  have  had 
much  to  do  in  the  battle,  but  who  made 
part  of  the  force,  and  are  known  to  be  "  as 
"  good  as  any  troops  in  the  world,"  could 
not  be  less  in  number  than  the  British  ;  or, 
at  leas^  what  reason  is  there  to  suppose 
that  they  were  .'  For  again  I  ask,  where 
were  they,  if  they  were  not  at  that  battle  } 
We,  the  people  of  this  kingdom,  are  pay- 
ing for  an  army  of  00,000  Portuguese, 
paid  and  kept  in  all  respects  like  British 
troops.  The  reader  knovv.s,  that  the  Ho- 
nourable House  long  ago  voted  2  millions 
of  pounds  for  the  Portuguese  army  this 
year.  Now,  observe,  that  1 4 1 ,000  JBritish 
Itifantry  cost  bs  in  a  year  £.  4,24'.s,6eQ  ; 
and,  if  the  reader  will  be  at  the  pains 
to  make  the  calculation,  he  will  find, 
that,  at  Ihii  rale,  60,000  men  cost  us 
cf.  1,907,944.  So  that,  for  the  ^.2,000,000 
we  ought  to  have  more  than  60,000  Por- 
tuguese for  the  whole  year ;  and,  observe, 
always  tffedive  ;  always  in  existence  ;  al- 
ways, as  Mr.  Villiers  said,  actually  in  sol- 
diers cloaths WelUthen,  my   friends 

and  countrymen  of  this  "  most  thinking," 
nation,  were  could  our  60,000  Portuguese 
soldiers  be,  if  there  were  not  a  good  20,000 


of  them  at  this  battle. >  The 


money  wa.s  long 


ago_  voted  ;  and,  surely,  the  men  ought  to' 
be  forth-coming;  and,'if  ever  forth-coming 

that  day  was   liie  day.-; Xo  do  them 

justice,  however,  they  appear  iv^na  the 
Dispatches  (I  beg  pardon,  I  uiean  Extracts) 
to  have  been  there  in  great  nutnlers;  fur, 
mention  is  Aecjuenify  matle  of  the  deeds  of 
valmir  atidjiagacity  of  those  who  conir 
?nandcd  tiiem;    and,  of  course,  the    Jiieu 

themselves    must   have   'cvi;n    these. 

Upoii  a  review  of  what  lui^  been  said, 
the  reader  will,  1  should  think,  have  no 
doubt  that  our  Mar^^hal  mu.sl,  have  had 
nearly  40  thousand  men  in  Llit  tieid  exclu- 
sive of  Spaniard?,  and  that^  in  the  whole, 
there  were  not  opposed  to  Dalmalia  less 
ihani  50,000  men  at  th&pery  lowest.  In- 
deed, fi-oui  all  that  I  have  seen,  I  am  c;qn- 
vinced,  that  the  French,  comr^ander  m<ade 
Uttle  or  no  account  of  any  but  ihe  British 
troops;,  and,  sui.if,i.|^^v4mfij,^^^  a  match 
for  them,  he  m a '^^^^^^Sj^'^I^M'^it  with. 


and  I  am  satis» 
fled,  that  it  will  be  ver^'^  difficult  for  any 
one  to  show,  that  I  have  estimated  unfairly, 

Let  us  now  look  a  little  at  the  result 

of  the  battle. We  are  said  to  have  kept 

our  ground.  How  1  The  enemy  found  us 
besieging  a  town,  and  he  compelled  us  to 
raise  that  siege  for  a  lime  at  least.  But, 
he  retreated.  He  went  back  the  way  he 
came.  And  so  does  a  sallying  party  ; 
but  it  does  not  follow  that  such  party  is 
not  successful.  That  Dalmatia  attacked  our 
army  with  greatly  inferior  number's  is  mani- 
fest. He  might  exceed  us  in  Cavalry  ;  but 
as  to  general  force  be  must  have  been 
much  inferior ;  atid  that  he  mauled  u» 
pretty  decently  we  have  the  proof  in  the 
list  of  killed  and  wounded.  It  is  said,  that 
dead  men  tell  no  tales;  but,  the  lists-  of 
dead  men  tell  tales,  and  such  tales  too  as 
require  all  the  powers  of  even  our  venal 
press  to  hush  to  silenf^e.  But,  there  is  one 
(lescripuon  of  men  who  blab  more,  and  tell- 
more  ugly  tales  than  either  killed  or 
wounded,  and  these  are  the  missing  ;  that 
is  to  say,  those  who  either  desert  to  the 
enemy  during  the  battle,  or  who  arc 
taken  prisoners  by  him ;  for,  in  a  case 
where  ycu  keep  the  ground  you  fight 
on,    you   cannot  lose    any   of  your  men 

irom  wafxlering. Now,  in   this  battle 

tht  re  were  a  good  many  of  these  blabbers  ; 
and  the  reader  may  assure  himself,  that 
their  jiumber  has  not  been  orer-stated, 
either  by  the  author  of  the  Dispatches,  or 
by  thoae  who  have  treated  us  with  extracts 
from  them. This  is  a  capital  conside- 
ration. Thi.'*  making  of  prisoners  is  the 
great  feature  in  a  t)att!e,  and,  it  is  in  fact, 
the  best  criterion  of  reaV  victory.  Our. 
army  is  said  to  iiave  made  some  prisoners 
too.  "  \V<i  have  taken,"  says  th«  Mar- 
.■^hal,  ««  SVom  900  to  1 ,000  prisoners!" 
Wljy  ivii  teil  us  exucily  how  many  .>  Why 
not  regale  our  longing  ears  w  iih  the  names 
of  the  officers  tak«n  ?  Alas  !  the  Lord 
Marshal,  in  hi-s  dispatch,  explains  this: 
"  The  enemy,"  savs  he,  "  left  between 
•'900  tuvd  I. om).  WOUNDED  on  the 
**  ground."  Our  pri*!(iners  a^e  xh^wounded 
men,  then,  who  were  unable  to  follow,  or 
keep  up  with  the  army  I  Our  venal  prints 
say,  that  we  have  found  many  officers, 
and  sevpral  generals  iimongst  the  dead; 
but,  we  have  not  bad  the  laek  to  take  any 
of  them  ulive.--  The  French,  who  are,  by 
these  venal  scribes,  represented  as  having 
hecn  covered  with  disgrace,  have  carried 
their  prisoners  (>ff';  they  have  carried 
them  away;  and  they  have  gut  ojiccrs  a> 


S:  fiwy 
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well  as  men.    The  prisoners  they  have 
•taken  form  a  list : 

IMajors     1 

Captains 4 

Lieutenants      9 

Ensigns    » ,  I 

ytrjeants 38 

Drummers JO 

Rank  and  File.... ..52<3 


5sr> 


Here  is  a  good  half  of  a  Battalion  of  Bri- 
tish and  German  troops.  Here  are  officers 
of  all  ranks  under  a  Lieutenant  Colonel. 
When  have  we  seen  such  a  list  of  French 
officers  taken  ?  And,  if  we  lose  officers 
and  men  thus,  when  we  are  triumphant, 
■when  we  gain  victories,  and  even  glorious 
victories,  what  have  we  to  expect  in  cases 

of  defeat  ? We  shall   hear  what  the 

French  will  say,  in  their  account  of  this 
•battle  ;  but,  I  think  we  may  anticipate  no 
small  boastings  at  this  circumstance  of 
liaving  carried  ofF  so  manj'  officers  and 
men  from  a  field  where  they  were  com- 
pelled to  yield  to  superior  numbers,  and 

•numbers  too  so  greatly  superior. Our 

venal  prints  have  stated  the  British  and 
German  force  at  S,000  men.  How  false 
this  must  be  I  have  shown ;  but,  if  it  were 
true,  what  a  fact  would  it  be,  when  viewed 
in  conjunction  with  this  statement  of  miss- 
ing ?  If  it  were  true,  that  there  were  in 
the  battle  only  8^000  British  and  German 
troops,  then  the  world  would  have  to  note 
down,  that  the  French  carried  ONE 
THIRTEENTH  part  of  the  whole  of  them 
off  prisoners  from  the  field  of  battle !  The 
venal  newspapers  confess  (by  way,  I  sup- 
pose, of  being  beforehand  with  the  French), 
that  two  of  our  regiments  had  their  <:olours 
taken  from  them  and  carried  off.  But,  this 
is  no  matter.  The  fact,  that  one  thirteenth 
part  of  the  whole  of  tlie  British  and  Ger- 
man troops  were  taken  alive  and  carried 
offbodily  out  of  the  field  of  battl*  would 
be  such  a  fact  as  would  beggar  all  the 
others  thai  could  be  mentioned.  It  Would 
be  in  vain  to  talk  after  that ;  in  vain  for 
the  Times  to  exclaim:  "  Gallant  hearts ! 
"  the  tears  that  fall  from  the  eyes  of  rela- 
"  tives  in  England  are  not  the  only  ones 
*•  that  will  be  shed  for  the  heroes  of  this 
"  day  V  in  vain  for  the  same  paper  to 
ask,  "  what  is  a  greater  proof  of  discomii- 
"  ture  than  their  abandoning  their  wound- 
*'  ed  ;"  in  vain  for  the  Couuier  to  talk 
aboat  the  enemy's  "  choosing  his  place  of 


ifToiSse  'o  ^" 
-Batde  qf  Alhuera.         :     .,  <•,<:;  [liJS 

i  "  attack,"  when  it  is  notorious  that  Ite 
came  to  the  spot  where  our  army  lay;  ia 
vain  for  the  same  print  to  tell  us,  that 
"  novj  the  nations  of  the  Continent  will  no 
"  longer  belit^ve  in  French  invincibility  ;" 
in  vain  for  this  print  to  trump  up  the  siory 
that  the  two  colours  said  to  liave  been  lost 
were  taken  one  from  an  Ensign  who  re- 
fused to  accept  of  life  on  the  condition  of 
surrender,  and  the  other  from  an  Ensign, 
who,  being  wounded,  an(l  or  the  ground, 
had  tore  them  from  the  slaiV  and  secreted 
tiiem  in  his  bosom.  In  vain  for  them  to 
attempt  any  such  means;  for,  if  they 
continue  to  assert,  that  the  Marshal  had 
but  8,000  British  and  Germ-an  troops,  we 
and  all  the  w(>rld  know,  from  his  own  ac- 
count, that  the  enemy  took  away  one 
thirteenth  part  of  the  whole  of  them;  ac- 
tually took  them  off  mu  of  the  field  of  battle, 
and  that,  amongst  the  prisoners,  were  no 
less  \.\\^.n fifteen  Commissioned  Officers;  and, 
this  fact  is  quite  sufficient  to  fix  the  cha- 
racter of  the  battle.  No  man  will  ask  for 
any  thing  more.  No  man  that  once  hears 
this  fact  will  ever  ask  ivho  gained  the  day. 

Therefore,  these  attempts  so  much  to 

lower  the  number  of  our  own  army  makes 
against  the  character  of  what  these  same 
persons  choose  to  boast  of;  for,  no  hu- 
man creature  will  ever  believe,  that 
the  French,  who  were  able  to  carry  off 
half  a  battalion  of  our  men,  did  not  retire 
before  a  greatly  superior  force   upon  the 

whole. There  is,  too,  not  a  word  said 

about  the  loss  of  the  Spaniards.  Tbe 
Marshal  says  he  is  unable  to  state  their 
loss.  And  yet,  one  would  su]:)po3e,  that 
it  was  full  as  easy  for  him  to  state  that  as 
to  state  the  loss  of  the  French,  all  about 
which  he  is  very  circumstantial.  Th© 
probability  is,  that  the  French  may  have 
carried  off  some  of  the  Spaniards  too. 
Nay,  there  is,  perhaps,  more  than  a  pro- 
bability of  it.  And,  what  a  thing,  then, 
is  this  to  boast  of!  What  an  event  is  here 
to  excite  new  hopes  of  the  dclivera?tce  of  Eu- 
rope ! — The  circumstance  of  our  chief  an- 
noyance having  proceeded  from  the  I'oiish 
troops  is  also  worthy  of  particular  notice  5 
for,  as  this  "thinking  people  "  can  hardly 
have  forgotten,  the  Polish  troops  were 
said  all  to  have  revolted  last  year  against 

their  French  officers,  These   Polish 

troops  had,  however,  singular  advantages, 
it  seems,  the  thickness  of  the  oimospnere  was 
in  their  favour;  and  they  were  mistaken 
for  Spanish  horse.  This  is  very  strange, 
and  will,*I  imagine,  plead  but  very  feebly 
in  palliation  of  our  wonderful  loss  in  pri» 
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soners. The  Marshal  says,  that  Soult 

(Duke  of  Dahuatia).  has  reiiicd  with  "  a 
**  tsrtddied  rtpiiiution ;''  and  ilje  Times 
news-paper  says,  that  the  "jpvoof  of  iiis 
"  discovi/ilure  is,  that  lie  Icfi  his  wounded  at 

"the  place  of  his  rUreat." Thjs  paper 

has  recently  becoaie  devotod  to  the  Wel- 
lesleys.  But,  did  the  writer  perceive 
vihat  his  argument  might  lead  to  ?  Did  he 
recollect,  that  we  boasted  of  a  A^ieiory  at 
Talavera;  nay  that  vve  fired  Park  and 
Tower  guns  ;  and,  what  is  more,  gave 
Parlianientaiy  Thanks,  two  Titles,  and  a 
pension  of  3,000/.  a  year  for  three  genera- 
tions, to  himv/ho  left  his  sick  and  wounded 
at  that  very  Talavera  ?  Did  this  newly- 
converted  writer  remember  that  ?  If  he 
did,  he  would  hardly  have  assumed,  that 
the  fact  of  the  Duke  of  Dalmatia  having 
left  some  of  his  v/ounded  behind  him  at 
Albuera  was  a  proof  of  his  discomfiture. 

• Some   of  the  papers  of  to-day  state, 

that  the  Duke  of  Dalmatia  has  issued 
Thanks  to  his  Army  for  the  valour  which 
enabled  him  to  obtain  so  signal  a  victory  ; 
and,  it  is  added,  that  he  boasts  of  having 
taken  three  pair  of  colours,  several  guns,  and 
a  great  number  of  prisoner $,  and   that  the 

colours   will    be   sent  to   Paris. How 

such  a  story  as  this  comes  to  be  afloat 
I  leave  the  reader  to  guess.  The  Duke  of 
Dalmatia  had  hardly  sent  his  orders  to  our 
camp.  How,  then,  could  this  be  known 
otherwise  than  from  conjecture;  and  to  that 

conjecture  what  could   give  rise  ? Let 

■us  now,  however,wait  ibr  the  Frenc/j  account. 
*•  Hear   both  sides"    is  an  old  and   good 

maxim,  and  one  side  vve  have  heard. 

We  know  that  a  howi'ur  ^as  taken  from 
us.  What  was  taken  from  the  Spaniards 
we  have  not  been  told  ;  but,  I,  at  present, 
see  no  reason   to  doubt  the  fact  of  the 

French  having  tsken  "  several  i^uns."- 

There  really  is  about  this  victory  some- 
thing more  marvellous  than  about  any 
other  that  I  ever  before  heard  of.  It  would 
seem  to  have  been  a  sort  of  coup- de  main 
on  the  part  of  the  French.  They  seem  to 
hare  rushed  forward  and  killed  and  car- 
ried oti"  a  great  part  of  their  opponents 
witlnout  any  serious  design  to  remain  upon 
the  ground,  and  without  supposing  it  pos- 
sible to  remain  there. We  are  told  by 

our  news-papers,  that  the  French  were 
superior  in  artillery  ;  and  this,  too,  you  will 
observe,  though  they  had  come  about  a 
hundred  tniles  to  the  attack.  Good  heavens 
what  people  these  French  must  be !  We 
were,  too,  setting  about  a  regular  siege. 
We  ought  to  have  hud  someariiilery  there. 


We  had  long  been  collecting  stores  toge- 
ther for  this  siege;  and,  vs'hile  this  is 
going  on,  tlie  French  stai tout  at  lOO miles 
distance,  and  bring  up  to  our  very  noses  a 
superior  artillery  !— — Now,  then,  reader, 
look  hack  ovf:r  all  that  we  have  been  re- 
marking on;  and  say,  whether  there  is 
any  ground  for  hope,  that  tw  shall  be  able  to 
drive  the  French  out  of  the  Feninsula  ;  and, 
observe,  if  we  do  not,  all  this  expence  in 
life  as  well  as  in  money  is  lost.  To  me  it 
has  long  appeared,  that  the  true  policy  of 
Napoleon  was  to  incite  us  to  waste' our 
force  in  that  country.  A  war  there'  which 
Oi:i,upies  all  our  attention,  and  draws  off 
every  man  and  every  pound  of  food  that  we 
can  raise,  serves  him  surprizingly,  while  he 
is  settling  the  northern  part  of  his  Empire 
to  his  liking,  and  building  ships  in  all  his 
arsenals.  A  reinforcement  of  10  or  20 
thousand  men  sent  from  France  twice  a 
year,  will  feed  the  war  in  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal without  absolutely  disheartening  the 
people  of  England.  Such  "  victories"  as 
vve  have  lecentiy  gained  seem  to  me  to  be 
the  very  things  that  suit  him.  We  are 
thereby  induced  to  hasten  olf  more  troops, 
and  consequently  more  money.  The  war 
in  the  Peninsula  has  come  to  supply  the 
place  of  all  others.  It  leaves  France  in 
perfect  tranc|uiHity,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
gives  us  lull  occupation.  There  are  only- 
three  sufferers;  England,  Spain,  and  i'or- 
tugal.  The  French  empire  does  not  taste 
of  the  war,  which  affects  it  in  so  trifling  a 
degree  as  for  the  people  to  have  al- 
most all  the  advantages  of  peace.  They 
feel  no  alarms;  they  are  in  no  •<  crisis  ;" 
they  merely  hear  of  the  war  in  Spain 
and  Portugal  as  we  do  of  the  endless 
wars  in  the  East-Indies,  to  which  it  bears 
some  resemblance;  is  it  with  them  a 
matter  of  curiosity  rather  than  of  con- 
cern. How  diff^ient  it  is  with  us!  We 
look  upon  this  war,  and,  indeed,  we  are 
tolft  to  consider  it,  as  a  war  for  our  exist- 
ence ;  our  eyes  are  constantly  upon  the 
stretch  towards  Lisbon  ;  vve  wish  for,  and 
yet  we  fear,  the  arrival  of  every  packet 
boat  ;  at  the  most  trifling  success,  nay,  at 
the  escape  from  overthrow,  wo  rejoice 
without  moderation,  and  yet,  in  the  midst 
of  our  exultation,  our  hearts  bid  us  fear, 
that,  in  the  end,  we  shall  seethe  Peninsula 

in  the  hands  of  our  enemy- Reader,  is 

not  this  the  truth  ?  Is  not  this  our  situation 
truly  painted  ?  Such/  then,  is  the  state  at 
which  we  have  arrived  at  the  end  of 
eighteen  years  of  Anti-Jacobin  war  ;  of  a 
war  for  the  deliverance  of  Europe  j  and 
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still  are  there  men  to  cheer  us  on  in  this 
pursuit,-—- — The  cause  of  the  exultations 
which,  upon  occasions  like  this,  we  hear,  is, 
our  general  dread  of  the  power  of  the  ene- 
my.    We  imagine,  that  these  "  victories," 
as  titey  are  called,  tend  to  keep  him  from 
our  doors ;  without  reflecting,  that  he  carries 
on  the  war  against  us  with  a  tenth  part  of 
his  force,  that  he  makes  the   seat  of  war 
maintain  his  armies,  and  that   he  exhausts 
and  enfeebles  us  against  the  day  of  his  me- 
ditated  attack,  taking  into  view  the  state 
of  our  internal  aflairs,   and  especially  the 
state  of  owx  paper -money.     It  is  in  his  power 
to  send  200,000  men  into  Spain  and  Por- 
.  tugal ;  but  it  is  not  yet  his  interest  to  do 
j-it.     His  object  is  to  make  use  of  the  Penin- 
J5«ula  as  a  drain  ot"  the  resources  of  Eng- 
e,Jand  ;    and,  at  the  rate  we   are  now  pro- 
j.ceeding,   a    more    effectual  drain    could 

•^ijot,  surely,  have  been  imagined. Such 

^  is  my  view  of  this  matter  ;  and,  though  it 
^  -may  tend  to  check  the  exultation  of  my 
^countrymen,  I  am  sure  it  is  less  likely  to 
n  lead  them  into  mischievous  error  than  the 
,„  sanguine  expectations  encouraged  by  the 
.  -  .writings  of  the  venal  journalists. 

WM.  COBBETT. 
State  Prison,  Newgate,  Friday, 
1th  June,  1 S 1  I . 


PARLIAMENTARY    REFORM. 

Resolutions  of  the  Livery  of  Lsndon,  passed 

30th  May,  181 1.— Smith,  Mayor. 

(Concluded  from  page  1 40 8  J 

That  we  agree  with  Mr.  Pitt,  whoi?e 
words  were  exemplified  in  his  own  Ad- 
ministration, "  That  without  a  Reformation 
in  Parliament,  neither  the  liberty  of  the 
subject  can  be  preserved,  qor  can  we  ex- 
pect to  have  a  virtuous  or  disinterested 
Administration." 

That  we  agree  with  Mr.  Fox,  "  That 
unless  there  is  an  entire  radical  Reform, 
not  only  in  the  House  of  Commons,  but  in 
every  branch  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
:-iif*inent,  there  is  no  chance  for  this  country 
to  enjoy  any  blessing,  or  even  to  remain 
safe  long;  and  that  this  Reform  can  never 
be  obtained,  unless  there  is  a  general  and 
unequivocal  expression  in  its  favour  by 
the  people  at  large." 

That  W3  agree  with  Mr.  Burke,  "  That 
the  virtue,  spirit,  and  essence  of  a  House 
of  Commons  consists  in  its  being  the  ex- 
press image  of  the  feelings  of  the  nation. 
It  is  not  instituted  to  be  a  control  upon 
the  People,  as  of  late  it  has  been  taught  by 
a  doctrine  of  the  most  pernicious  nature 


JUNE  8,  1811  .—Parliamentary  Reform.  [  1 422 

and  tendency  ;    it  was  intended  as  a  con- 
trol for  the  People." 

That  agreeing,  as  we  do,  with  the  above 
authorities,  as  well  as  the  concurrent  opi- 
nions of  the  greatest  Lawyers,  Historians, 
and  Statesmen,  which  might  be  adduced; 
and  observing,  as  we  have  doi\o,  the  daily 
and  lamentable  departure  from  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Constitution — the  rapid  and 
unceasing  progress  of  overwhelmmg  influ- 
ence and  corruption,  which  threaten  iu 
overthrow — it  is  with  the  highest  satisfac- 
tion, we  see  a  considerabie  number  of  the 
most  respectable  characters  in  rank,  ta- 
lents, and  property,  now  standing  forwartl 
to  endeavour  to  remove  these  formidable 
jvils,  and  to  restore  the  Constitution  to  its 
true  principles,  by  a  Reform  in  the  Re- 
presentation of  the  People  in  Parliament. 

That  we  do  therefore  highly  approve  of 
t'le  Vote  of  the  last  Court  of  Common 
Council,  and  do  hereby  concur  with  them 
in  granting  the  use  of  the  Guildhall  on  the 
3d  of  June  next,  for  the  purpose  of  hold- 
ing a  General  Meeting  of  the  Friends  of 
Parliamentary  Reform. 

That  without  attr^ching  improper  mo- 
tives to  such  of  our  fellow  citizens  as  may 
have  been  misled  b}''  the  misrepresenta- 
tions and  unfounded  c?J.umnies  of  interest- 
ed, designing,  and  unprincipled  Jobbers, 
Contractors,  and  Placemen,  who  have 
long  fed,  and  still  hope  to  fceJ,  upon  our 
taxes,  wc  cannot  sufficiently  reprobate 
their  base  attempts  to  divert  the  public 
mind  from  this  great  national  ouestion,  to 
sov/  the  steds  of  dissension,  and  by  every 
possible  means  to  excite,  whilst,  at  the 
same  time,  they  hypocritically  express 
their  apprehension  of,  tumult  and  alarm. 

Resolved, — That  aDeputation  of  Livery- 
men be  now  appointed  to  present  the  Re- 
solutions of  this  day  to  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Council  on  Friday  i:ext,  requesting 
thtir  concurrence  therein,  as  well  as  their 
co-operation  with  the  Livery  of  London, 
in  their  endeavours  to  obtain  a  Reform  in 
the  Representation  of  the  People  in  Par- 
liament. 

Resolved, — That  Messrs.  Billinge, 
Bronily,  Blackett,  Cole,  Esce,  Thorpe, 
Bedder,  Bumsted,  Scot,  Peacock,  Steven- 
son, Pearson,  Rosser,  Stocks,  Pickard, 
Manning,  Piper,  Littell,  Banks,  Wort,  and 
Letts,  be  the  said  Deputation.        "* 

Resolved      Cnanimously, That     the 

thanks  of  this  Common  Hall  be  given  to 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor,  for  his 
upright  and  impartial  conduct  on  ai!  oc- 
casions, and  particularly  for  the  firm  aad 
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-independent  manner  in  which  he  has,  in  the 
present  instance,  resisted  all  attempts  to 
intimidate  him    in    the    exercise   of    his 

duty.  .    WoODTHORPE. 


Smith,  Mayor. 

A  Common  Council  holden  in  the, 
Chamber  of  the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of 
London,  on  Friday,  the  31st  of  May,  1811. 
—The  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor  in- 
formed the  Cauit,  that  he, had  convened 
them  together  this  day,  in  consequence  of 
a  requisition  he  had  reteivtd  from  a  great 
number  of  respectable  Members  of  this 
Court,  which  was  read. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor  laid 
before  this  Court  a  copy  of  sundry  Reso- 
lutions of  an  Especial  Court  of  Aldermen, 
agreed  to  on  the  29th  inst.  in  relation  to 
a  Public  Meeung  of  the  Friends  of  Parlia- 
meiitary  Reform  being  holden  in  the 
CiiiiMhaJl  of  ihis  City  on  Monday,  the  3d 
day  of  June  next,  which  were  read. 

The  Deputation  of  the  Liverymen  of 
London,  appointed  at  the  Common  Hall 
holden  yesterday  in  the  Guddhail  of  this 
City,  attended  at  the  Bar  of  this  Court, 
and  preseiued  sundry  Resolutions  agreed 
to  in  the  said  Conrmon  Hall,  which  were 
read,  and  ordered,  to  be  entered  on  the 
Journals. 

-  The  Memoria]  of  Sir  John  Throckmor- 
totij  Baronet,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Friends  of  Parliamentary  Reform, 
in  relation  to  postponing  the  public  Meet- 
ing of  the  Friends  of  Parliamentary  Re- 
form from  the  3d  to  the  lOth  day  of  June, 
was  this  day  presented  unto  thisCouri  and 
read.  7         _ ; 

The  humble  Petition  of  h  great  number 
of  Liverymen  of  the  City  of  London, 
against  granting  the  use  of  Guildhall  for 
a  public  fleeting  of  the  Friends  of  Parlia- 
mentary Reform,  to  be  holden  onliie  3d  day 
of  June  next,  was  this  day  presented  unto 
this  Court  and  read. 

A  Motion  being  made,  and  Question 
proposed,  that  the  Prayer  of  the  said  Pe- 
tition of  the  Liverymen  be  conipUed  with, 
and  that  the  Resolution  of  this  Court  of  the 
22d  inst.  granting  the  use  of  the  Guildhall 
for  a  public  Meeting  of  the  Friends  of 
Parliiihientary  Rsfornij  be  rescinded  ac^ 
cordingly  ; 

An  Amendment  was  moved  by  leaving 
out  all.  the  words  after  the  fn-st  word 
*'  That,"  and  substituting  the  following  in 
lieti  thereof:— "la   au  Address   to  his 
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Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  agreed 
to  on  the  7lh  of  February  last,  this  Court 
did  express  the  following  sentiments,  viz. 
'  Numerous  other  grievances  we  forbear 
even  to  mention,  but  there  is  one  so  pro- 
minent in  the  odiousness  of  its  nature, 
as  well  as  in  the  magnitude  of  its  mis- 
chievous con-.equences,  that  we  are  un- 
able to  refrain  from  marking  it  out  as  a 
particular  object  of  our  complaint,  and  of 
your  Royal  Highnesses  virtuous  abhorrence 
of  the  present  Representation  in  the  Com- 
mons House  of  Parliament — a  ready  in- 
strument in  the  hands  of  the  Minister  for 
the  time  being,  whether  for  the  p  irpose  of 
multiplying  the  just  prerottaiives  of  the 
Crown,  or  instdtuig  vind  oppressing  the 
people;  and  a  Reiorm  in  which  is  there- 
tore  absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety  of 
the  crown,  the  happiness  of  ihe  people, 
and  the  peace  and  independence  of  the 
country. 

"  That  on  other  occasions  similar  sen- 
timents have  been  decidedly  expressed  by 
this  Court.* 

"  That  so  far  from  this  Court  expe- 
riencing any  chang,e  in  these  .sentiments, 
it  is  at  this  moment  more  strongly  (than  at 
any  former  period)  impressed  with  the 
justice  and  truth  of  ihem,  and  doth  there- 
fore concur  in  the  Resolutions  of  the  li- 
very of  London  in  Common  Hall  assem- 
bled, presented  this  day  to  this  Court,  ex- 
pressing at  the  same  time  its  unalterable 
determination  to  persevere  by  all  legal 
and  Constitutional  means  in  obtaining  an 
efficient  Reform  in  the  Commons  House 
of  Parliament."  And  on  the  question  be- 
ing put,  the  Lord  Mayor  declared  the 
same  to  be  carried  in  the  negative  ;  and  a 
division  being  demanded,  and  granted, 
there  appeared  4  Aldermen,  and  74-  Com- 
moners, besides  the  2  Tellers,  for  the  affir- 
mative; and  13  Aldermen,  and  104  Com- 
moners, besides  the  2  Tellers,  for  the  nega- 
tive— whereupon  the  same  was  carried  in 
the  negative,— then  the  main  question  being 
put,  "ThatthePrayerof  ihesaid  Petition  of 
the  Liverymen  be  complied  with,  and  that 
the  Resolution  of  this  Court  of  the  22d 
instant,  granting  the  use  of  the  Guildhall 
for  a  Public  Meeting  of  the  Friends  of 
Parliamentary  Reform,  be  rescinded  ac>- 
cordingly,"  the  same  was  resolved  in  the; 
affirmative.  .  ,        ;! 

Ordered,  that  the  above  proceedings  be 
signed  by  the  Town  Clerk,  and  .published 
in  all  the  Londoii  Morning  and  Evening 
Papers,  Woopthorpf,> 
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Portugal. — The  War. — London  Gazette 
Extraordinary.     Monday,  June  3,  1  b  1 1 . 

Downing  Street,  June  2,  1811 . — Dispatches, 
6/ which  the  following  are  Extracts,  have 
been  this  day  received  by  the  Earl  of 
Liverpool,  addressed  to  his  Lordship  by 
Lieutenant- General  Viscount  Wellington, 
dated  Elvas,  Tind  May,  1811. 

On  the  night  of  the  15th  instant  I  re- 
ceived from  Marshal  Sir  W.  Beresford 
letters  of  the  12th  and  13th  inst.  which 
reported  Marshal  Soult  had  broken  up 
from  Se-rille.  about  the  10th,  and  had  ad- 
vanced towards  Estremadura,  notwith- 
standing the  reports  which  had  been  pre- 
viously received  that  he  was  busily  occu- 
pied in  strengthening  Seville  and  the  ap- 
proaches to  that  city  by  works;  and  that 
ail  his  measures  indicated  an  intention  to 
remain  on  the  defensive  in  Andalusia. — 
I  therefore  set  out  on  the  following  morn- 
ing from  VdlaFermosa;  and  having  re- 
ceived iurtber  information  of  the  14th, 
from  Sir  William  Eeresford,  of  the  ene- 
my's movements,  I  hastened  my  progress, 
and  arrived  here  on  the  19th,  and  found 
<hat  Sir  V/illiam  Eeresford  had  raised  the 
sie^  of  Badajoz,  without  the  loss  of  ord- 
nance or  stores  of  any  description ;  and 
collected  the  troops  under  his  command, 
and.  had  formed  a  junction  with  Generals 
Castanos  and  Blake  at  Albuera,  in  the 
course  of  the  15th  instant. — He  was 
attacked  there  on  the  16lh  by  the  French 
army  under  the  command  of  Marshal 
Soult;  and  after  a  most  severe  engage- 
ment, in  which  all  the  troops  conducted 
themselves  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  Sir 
William  Beresford  gained  the  Victory. 
The  enemy  retired  in  the  night  of  the  17th, 
Jearing  between  90.0  and  1,000  wounded 
on  the  ground. — Sir  William  Beresford 
sent  the  allied  cavalry  after  them  ;  and 
on  the  19th,  in  tlie  morning,  reinvested 
Badajoz. — I  enclose  r^portsof  Sir  William 
Beresford,  of  the  1 6th  and  ISlli  inst.  on  the 
£)peral:ons  of  the  siege  to  the  mom.ent  of 
raising  it,  and  on  the  battle  at  Albuera  ; 
and  I  beg  to  draw  your  Lordship's  atten- 
tion to  the  ability,  ihe  firmness,  and  the 
gallantry  manifested  by  marshal  Sir  Wil- 
liam Beresford  throughout  the  transactions 
on  which  he  has  written.  I  v\ill  add  no- 
thing to  what  he  has  said  of  the  conduct 
of  ail  the  officers  and  troops,  excepting  to 
jex press  ray  admiration  of  it,  and  my  cor- 
jijiai  concurrence  ia  the  favourable  fepoits 


.by  Sir  William  Beresford  of  the  good  con- 
duct of  all. — All  has  remained  quiet  in 
Castile  since  I  quitted  that  part  of  the 
country. — The  bnttalions  of  the  <Jlh  corps, 
belonging  to  regiments  serving  in  the 
Corps  d'Armee  in  Andalusia,  had  maiched 
lion)  Salimanca  on  or  about  the  15:h,  and 
'.vent  towards  Avila,  and  wore  to  come  by 
Madrid. — Lsend  this  dispatch  by  Major 
(Lifutenant-Ccloiiei)  Arbuthnot,  the  Se- 
cretary of'Marshal  Sir  William  Beresford, 
who  was  present  in  the  battle  of  Albuera, 
and  can  give  your  Lordship  any  further 
information  you  can  require  ;  and  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  Lordship, 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Manhul  Beresford 
to  Lord  Wdlington,  dated  Albuera,  May-. 

In  conformity  to  your  Lordship's"  in* 
structions  given  to  me  on  the  24lh  ultimo, 
in  consequence  of  the  then  slate  of  the 
weather,  and  our  means  of  communica- 
tion across  the  Guadiana  having  been 
destroyed  by  the  sudden  flooding  of  that 
river,  and  leaving  my  cavalry  in  Zafra, 
Los  Santos,  and  Villa  Franca,  1  placed  the 
infantry  with  its  head  at  Almandralejo, 
Aauechal,  and  Villa  Alva,  where  were  the 
divisions  of  Major- General  the  Honourable 
William  Stewart  and  Major-General  Ha- 
milton ;  and  the  Honourable  Major-Ge- 
neral Cole's  division  with  Brigadier-Ge- 
npral  Madden's  brigade  of  cavalry  in  Me- 
rida,  the  infantry  brigade  of  it  commanded 
by  Brigadier- General  Kemmis,  and  that 
was  intended  for  the  attack  of  Fort  Saint 
Christoval,  at  Montejo,  and  the  light  bri- 
gade GerraanLegionuiider  Major-LJeneral 
Baron  Alten,  atTalavera  Real,  leaving  the 
light  battalion  L.  L.  Legion  in  Olivenca, 
during  the  period  of  waiting  the  fall  of 
the  water  of  the  Guadiana,  a'ld  the  re- 
establishra'ent  of  our  bridge,  it  being  of 
considerable  importance  to  push  the  enemv 
from  us  as  far  as  possible  during  the  siege, 
as  he  had  on  our  obliging  him  to  retire 
from  Lleranato  Guadalcanal  held  the  latter 
place. — I  directed  a  small  column  of  two 
thousand  men  composed  of  the  1st  brigade 
'id  division,  under  i.he  command  of  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel-Colborne,  with  two  squadrons 
of  cavalry  and  two  Spanish  four- pounders, 
to  proceed  from  Almandralejo,  by  Ribera 
and  Maquiila  to  Azuaga  to  threaten  his 
right,  sending  at  the  same  time  foursquad- 
rons  of  cavalry  from  iiri gad ier- General 
Long  at  Villa  Franca  to  Llerana,  to  sup- 
port the  Count  de  Penne  Villamur,  who 
was  then  with  the  Spanish  cavalry  of  Ge- 
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neral  Castano's  corps,  to  make  him  fear  an 
attack  in  front,  and  General  Ballasteros 
went  from  Monasterio  to  Montemolin  to 
threaten  his  Teft.  These  manoeuvres  had 
the  desired  eflect ;  as  soon  as  the  enemy 
saw  the  advance  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Colborne  near  Azuaga,  where  he  had  hve 
hundred  infantry  and  three  hundred  ca- 
valry, he  abandoned  precipitately  the 
place,  and  retired  to  Guadalcanal,  which 
place  the  General  Latour  Maubourg  with 
the  5th  corps  quitted  in  two  hours  after 
the  arrival  of  this  detachment,and  at  eleven 
o'clock  at  night  retired  near  to  Constan- 
tino. Lieutenant-Colonel  Colborne  per- 
formed this  service  in  a  most  judicious 
and  handsome  manner,— The  weather  hav- 
ing been  some  time  fine,  and  the  waters 
of  the  Guadiana  having  subsided,  and 
our  preparations  having  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Fletcher's  activity  been  nearly 
completed  for  the  sisge  of  Badajos,  onthe 
3rd  of  May  I  sent  three  brigades  of  infan- 
try, a  brigade  of  six  pounders,  and  two 
squudrons  of  cavalry,  under  the  orders  of 
Major  General  the  Honourable  William 
Stewart,  to  invest  more  close  Badajcz,  on 
the  south  of  the  River,  which  he  performed 
with  his  usual  zeal  and  attention  on  the 
4th.  On  the  Sih  instant,  I  directed  tfie 
march  of  the  remaining  divisions  on  Ba- 
dajoz,  one  by  Albuera,  the  other  by  Tala- 
vera,  )e:  ving  the  cavalry  as  before 
placed.  On  thr  7th  I  came  before  Bada- 
joz  with  these  divisions.  General  Casta- 
nos  furni.hed  also  to  co-cperate  in  the 
siece  2,00(>  men,  under  the  command 
of  Brigadier  Don  Carlos  D'Espagne.  On 
the  yth  I  directed  the  brigade  of  Briga- 
dier-General Kcmmis,  ^Yhich  had  been 
previously  placed  on  the  Chebora,  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Torre  of  St.  Ingracia,  about 
two  miles  from  Badajoz,  on  the  Campo 
Maior  Road,  and  to  be  jolntd  liiere  by  the 
]7th  Portuguese  regimcr.t,  two  squadrons 
of  cavalry,  and  four  six -pounders  from 
Elvas  ;  the  force  to  meet,  at  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  the  wluiU  to  be  placed 
under  the  orders  of  the  Honourable  Major- 
General  William  Lumley,  to  invest  the 
north  side,  and  to  attack  Fort  St.  Cristo- 
val.  By  some  accident  to  the  bearer  of 
the  orders  to  Brigadier-General  Kemmis, 
the  OiFicer  did  not  arrive  at  his  post  till 
nine  o'clock,  the  Honourable  Major-Gen. 
Lumley  on  the  approach  of  the  light  com- 
panies of  the  brigade,  advancing  towards 
the  town,  with  the  force  he  brought  from 
Elvas,  the  Garrison  made  a  sortie  upon  it, 
but  was  immediately    drove    back,  and 


the  Grenadiers  of  the  17th  regiment  par- 
ticularly distinguished  themselves  by 
charging  the  enemy,  headed  by  Colone! 
Turner;  the  detachment  suilered  the  loss 
as  per  Return  No.  I. — On  the  8th,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Fletcher,  to  protect  the 
further  approaches,  constructed  batteries 
against  the  Pardalleiras  and  Piqaerino,  on 
the  heights  commanding  them,  though  at 
a  considerable  distance ;  and  Captain 
Squire  whom  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  had 
sent  to  superintend  the  works  intended  to 
be  erected  against  St.  Cristoval,  began  his 
operations  on  the  8th.  The  breaking 
ground  on  that  side  immediately  caused 
great  jealousy  to  the  enemy,  and  he  op- 
posed it  by  a  most  heavy  fire  of  shot  and 
shell,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  he 
made  a  sortie  against  the  battery  con- 
structing, with  about  twelve  hundred 
men,  being  within  five  hundred  yards  of 
the  place.  He  soon  reached  the  battery, 
and  it  having  of  the  covering  party  al- 
lotted to  it,  only  one  light  infantry  com- 
pany in  it,  the  enemy  got  possession  of  it, 
but  held  it  not  for  two  minutes,  as  the 
whole  of  the  covering  party  that  was  close 
to  ths  battery  on  the  slope  of  the  hill, 
immediately  seized  their  arms  and  drove 
the  enemy  back  with  considerable  loss  to 
him,  but  I  regret  to  say  ours  on  this  occa- 
sion mui^t  have  been  considerably  greater, 
from  our  troops  having  exposed  them- 
seh'es  to  the  shot  and  shell  of  the  town 
and  fort  of  Saint  Cristoval,  and  the  mus- 
quetr}'^  fiom  this  latter. — I  annex  the 
return  of  our  loss  on  this  day,  and  in  it  I 
have  to  lament  being  deprived  of  the  ser- 
vices of  Colonel  Turner,  who  in  the  very 
short  time  he  had  been  in  the  Portuguese 
service,  had  given  me  the  greatest  satis- 
faction, and  in  these  two  days,  the  most 
conspicuous  proofs  of  his  gallantry. — I 
annex  the  returns  of  our  further  loss  of 
men  on  the  respective  days  thatour  opera- 
tions against  Badajoz  continued,  and  the 
Honourable  Major-General  Lnmley's  Re- 
ports on  the  circumstances  and  conse- 
quences of  the  enemy's  sorties.— On  the 
I '2th  I  received  information  from  General 
Biake  that  Marshal  Soult  had  left  Seville 
on  the  lOih,  and  with  the  avowed  inten- 
tion of  coming;  to  Badajoz,  his  force  stated 
to  be  fifteetfth^usand  men ;  and  General 
Latonr  Maubourg  had  already  again 
inoved  upon  and  occupied  Guadalcanal 
and  Llerena,  from  which  places  the  Count 
dc  Peune  Villamur  had  been  obliged  to 
retire.  As  General  Blake  had  come  down 
to  Frejenal,  and  General  Balla&tecos  from 
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Monasterio  had  pushed  his  advances 
witliin  a  league  of  Seville,  I  could  not 
judge  if  this  advance  of  Marshal  Souit 
was  merely  to  oblige  these  Generals 
to  retire,  and  leave  hitn  undisturbed  in 
Seville,  or  really  as  it  was  given  out  to  be, 
against  nie,  and  with  the  object  of  raising 
the  siege  of  Badajoz,  and  therefore  con- 
tinued my  opeiaiions  against  the  place, 
until  the  further  advance  of  Soult  should 
more  clearly  <!cferm:ne  this  point;  but  in 
the  mddle  of  the  night  I  received  infor- 
mation from  Gene;  a!  Elake  and  other 
quarter'' of  the  rapid  advance  of  Marshal 
Soult,  and  whirh  left  no  doubt  as  to  his 
intentions.  1  'nimediately  sent  to  sus- 
pend operations  against  Badajoz,  and  to 
commence  to  remove  to  Elvas  our  guns 
and  stores,  which  unfortunately  had  been 
nearly  completed  to  what  would  have 
been  wanted  for  the  siege.  By  great  ex- 
ertions of  Lieutenani-Coionel  Fletcher  of 
the  Royal  Engineers,  and  Major  Bixon  of 
the  Artillery,  every  thing  was  removed  on 
the  evening  of  the  l.'^Ui.  To  Lieutenant- 
General  Leite's  (the  Governor  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Alemtejo)  zesl  and  unwearied  ac- 
tivity in  whatever  regards  the  service  and 
welfare  of  his  country,  it  is  but  just  to  sav, 
we  are  on  all  occasions  much  indebted; 
and  particularly  on  this  in  the  getting  to- 
gether tlie  transports  necessary  to  us,  and 
in  furnishing  and  ft^rwarding  whatever 
else  could  be  useful.  I  seize  with  plea- 
•sure  this  opportunity  of  giving  to  General 
Xeite  that  praise  which  he  has  ever  sofuily 
merited.  I  had  been  obliged  to  cover  the 
removal  of  the  stores,  &c.  to  leave  the  di- 
vision of  Major  General  the  Honourable 
G.  L.  Co'e  before  Badajoz.  Major-Ge- 
neral  Cole  marched  from  before  Badajoz 
to  join  the  army  here  at  two  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  IGth;  and  arrived  at 
about  half  an  hour  before  the  enemy 
made  his  attack.  I  have,  however,  the 
satisfaction  to  inform  your  Lordship  that 
fihe  enemy  cannot  boast  of  having  got  a 
.S^particle  of  our  stores;  they  were  ail  safe- 
?  iy  lodged  in  Elvas.  and  with  the  exception 
4>f  Brigadier-General  Kemmis's  brigade, 
which  was  on  the  North  side  of  the 
Guadiana,  our  troops  were  all  united  on 
Hthe  morning  of  the  Ibth,  to  meet  the  at- 
Tritack   and  oppose  the  march  of  Marshal 

IwSoult.  sJOOO    lil 

My  Lord ,        Albuera,  1  Sih  May,  1 8 II . 

1  :     1  have  infinite  satisfaction  in  commuiii- 

picsrting  to   your  Lordship,  that  the  allied 

army  united  here  under  my  orders,  olj)- 
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tained  on  the  l6th  inst.  after  a  most  san- 
guinary contest,  a  complete  victory  over 
that  of  the  enemj',  commanded  by  Mar- 
shal Soult ;  and  I  shall  proceed  to  relate 
to  your  Lordship  the  circumstances.— In  a 
fonner  report  I  have  informed  your  Lord- 
ship of  the  advance  of  Marshal  Soult  from 
Seville,  and  I  had  in  consequence  judged 
it  wise,  entirely  to  raise  the  siege  of  Bada- 
joz, and  prepare  to  meet  him  with  our 
united  forces,  rather  than  by  looking  to 
two  objects  at  once,  to  r'sk  the  loss  of 
both.  Marshal  Soult,  it  appears,  had  been 
long  straining  every  nerve  to  collect  aforce 
which  he  thought  fully  sufficient  to  his  ob- 
ject for  the  relief  of  Badajoz,  and  for  this 
purpose  he  had  drawn  consid-T'ible  num- 
bers from  the  corps  of  Maraliai  Victor  and 
General  Sebastiani,  and  also  I  believe  from 
the  French  army  of  the  centre.  Having 
thus  completed  his  preparations,  he  march- 
ed from  Seville  on  the  lO.h  instant,  with  a 
corps  then  estimated  at  fifteen  or  sixteen 
thousand  men,  and  was  joined  on  descend- 
ing into  Estremadura  by  the  corps  under 
General  Latour  Maubourg,  stated  to  be 
five  thousand  men.  His  Excellency  Ge- 
neral Blake,  as  soon  as  he  learnt  the  ad- 
vance of  Marshal  Soult.  in  strict  confor- 
mity to  the  plan  proposed  by  your  Lord- 
ship, proceeded  to  form  his  junction  wi^h 
the  corps  under  my  orders,  and  arrived  a; 
Valverde  in  ptrson  on  the  14th  instants 
where,  having  consulted  with  his  Excel- 
lency and  General  Castanos,  ir  was  de- 
termined to  nveet  the  eneniy,  and  to  give 
him  battle. — On  finding  the  determination 
of  the  enemy  to  relieve  Badajoz,  I  had 
broken'  up  from  before  that  place,  and 
marched  the  infantry  to  the  position  in 
front  of  Valverde,  except  the  division  of 
the  Honourable  Major  General  G.  L.  Cole, 
which,  with  two  thousand  Spanish  troops, 
I  left  to  cover  the  removal  of  our  stores.— 
The  cavalry,  which  had,  according  to 
orders,  fallen  back  as  the  enemy  advanced, 
was  joined  at  Santa  Martha  by  the  cavalry 
of  General  Blake  ;  that  of  General  Casta- 
nos under  the  Count  de  Penne  Villamur 
had  been  always  with  it. — As  remaining 
at  Valverde,  though  a  stronger  posiiion, 
left  Badajoz  entirely  op^n,  i  determined 
to  take  up  a  posiiion  (sutti  as  could  be  got, 
in  this  widely  open  counuy)  at  this  place; 
thus  standing  directly  between  the  enemy 
and  Badajoz. — The  army  was  therefore 
assembled  here  on  the  15th  instant,  'i'he 
corps  of  General  Blake,  though  making  a 
forced  march  to  affect  it,  only  joiner;  ■■.<:  the 
night,  and  could  not  be  placed  in  its  posi- 
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tion  till  the  morning  of  the  iCth  instant,  1 
when  General  Cole's  division,  wiih  tlie 
Spanish  Biigade  under  Don  Carlos  d'Es- 
pagne,  also  joined,  and  a  little  before  the 
commencement  of  the  action.— Our  caval- 
ry had  beeft  forced  on  the  morning  of  the 
r5th  instant  to  retire  from  Santa  iMarfha 
and  joined  liere.  In  the  afternoon  of  that 
day  the  enemy  appeared  in  front  of  us. 
The  next  morning  our  disposition  for  re- 
ceiving the  enemy  ^vas  made,  being  formed 
in  two  lines,  nearly  parallel  to  the  river 
Atbuera,  on  the  ridge  of  the  gradual  ascent 
rising  from  that  river,  and  covering  the 
roads  to  Badajoz  and  Valverde  ;  though 
your  Lordship  is  aware  that  the  whole  face 
of  this  country  is  every  where  passable  for 
all  arms.  General  Blake's  corps  was  on 
the  right,  in  two  lines  ;  its  left  on  the  Val- 
verde road,  joined  the  right  of  Major  Ge- 
neral the  Honourable  William  Stewart's 
division,  the  left  of  which  reached  the  Ba- 
dajnz  road  ;  where  commenced  the  ri;4ht 
of  Major  General  Hamilton's  division, 
which  closed  the  left  of  the  line.  Gene- 
ral Cole's  division,  with  one  brigade  of  Ge- 
neral Haaiilton's  formed  the  second  line 
of  the'British  and  Portuguese  army. — The 
«nipmy,  on  the  niorning  of  the  lOth,  did 
nut  long  delay  his  attack  ;  at  eight  o'clock 
he  was  observed  to  be  in  movement,  and 
his  cavalry  was  seen  passmg  the  rivulet  of 
Albuera,  considerably,  above  our  right, 
and  shcrily  afcer  he  marched  out  of  the 
wood  opposite  to  us,  a  strong  force  of  ca- 
valry, and  two  heavy  columns  of  infantr}'', 
pointing  them  to  our  front,  as  if  to  attack 
the  village  and  bridge  of  AJbuera  ;  dur- 
ing this  time,  under  cover  of  his  vastly  su- 
perior cavalry,  he  was  filing  the  principal 
body  of  hii  infantry  over  the  river  beyond 
our  right,  and  it  was  not  long  before  his 
intention  appeared  to  be  to  turn  us  by  that 
flank,  and  cut  us  oUfrotn  Valverde.  Mar 
jor  General  Cole's  division  was  therefore 
oi-dered  to  form  an  oblique  line  to  the  rear 
of  our  right,  with  his  own  right  thrown 
back.  And  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to 
attack  our  right  becoming  evident,  I  re- 
quested General  Blake  to  form  part  of  his 
first  line,  and  all  his  second,  to  that  front, 
which  was  done. — The  enemy  commenced 
his  attack  at  nine  o'clock,  not  ceasing  at 
the  same  time  to  menace  our  left;  and 
after  a  strong  and  gallant  resistance  of  the 
Spanish  troops,  he  gained  the  heights  upoii 
which  they  had  been  formed  :  meanwhile 
the  division  of  the  Honourable  Major  Ge- 
neral William  Stewart  had  been  brought 
.up  to  Btipport  them  j  and  that  of  Major 
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General  Hamilton  brouglvt  to  this  lefc  of  the 

Spanish  line,  and  formed  in  contiguous 
close  Columns  of  battalions,  to  be  moveable 
in  any  direction.  The  Portuguese  brigade 
ofcavalry,  under  Brigadier  General  Olwav» 
remained  at  some  distance  on  the  left  of 
this,  to  ciieck  any  attempt  of  the  enemy 
below  the  village. — As  the  heights  the 
enemy  had  gained,  raked  and  entirely 
commanded  our  whole  position,  it  became 
necessary  to  make  every  ell'ort  to  retake 
and  maintain  them ;  and  a  noble  one  was 
made  by  the  division  of  General  Stewart, 
headed  by  that  gallant  officer.  Nearly  at 
the  begiiming  of  the  enemy's  attack,  a 
heavy  storm  of  rain  came  on,  which,  with 
the  smoke  from  the  firing,  rendered  it  im- 
possible to  discern  any  thing  distinctly. — 
'i  his,  with  the  nature  of  the  ground,  had 
been  extremely  favourable  to  the  enemy 
in  forming  his  columns,  and  in  his  subse- 
quent attack. — The  right  brigade  of  Gene- 
ral Stewart's  division,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Colborne,  first  came  into  action, 
and  behaved  in  the  most  gallant  manner, 
and  finding  that  the  enemy's  column  could 
not  be  shaken  by  fire,  proceeded  to  attack 
it  with  the  bayonet;  and,  while  in  the  act 
of  charging,  a  body  of  Polish  lancers 
(cavalry)  which  the  thickness  of  the  at- 
mosphere and  the  nature  of  the  ground 
had  concealed,  (and  which  was,"  besides, 
mistaken  by  those  of  the  brigade  when 
discovered  for  Spanish  cavalry,  and  there- 
fore not  fired  upon,)  turned  it;  and  being  , 
thus  attacked  unexpectedly  in  the  rear  was 
unfortunately  broken  and  suffered  im- 
mensely. The  3  I  St  regiment,  being  the 
left  one  of  the  brigade,  alone  escaped  this 
charge,  and  under  the  command  of  Major 
L'Estrange  kept  its  ground,  until  the  ar- 
rival of  the  3d  brigade,  under  Major-Gene- 
ra! Hoghton.  'Ihe  conduct  of  this  bri- 
gade was  most  conspicuously  gallant,  and 
that  of  the  2d  brigade,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Honourable  Lieutenant- Colo- 
nel Abercrombie  was  not  less  so.  Major 
General  Hoghton,  cheering  on  his  brigade 
to  the  charge,  fell  pierced  by  wounds. 
Though  the  enemy's  principal  attack  was 
on  this  point  of  the  right,  he  also  made  a 
continual  attempt  upon  that  part  of  our 
original  front  at  the  village  and  bridge, 
which  were  defended  in  the  most  gallant 
manner  by  Major-General  Baron  Alten 
and  the  light  infantry  brigade  of  the  Ger- 
man Legion,  whose  conduct  was,  in  every 
point  of  view,  conspicuously  good.  This-, 
point  now  formed  our  left,  and  Major-Gcr  , 
neral  Hamilton' .s  division  had  been  brought      , 
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up  there  ;  and  he  was  left  to  direct  the  de- 
lence  of  that  poipt,  whilst  the  enemy's  at- 
tack continued  on  our  right,  a  considera- 
ble proportion  of  the  Spanish  troops  sup- 
porting the  defence  of  this  place.  The 
enemy's  cavalry,  on  his  infantry  attempt- 
ing to  force  our  right,  had  endeavoured  to 
turn  it ;  but  by  the  able  manoeuvres  of 
Major- General  the  Honourable  William 
Lumley,  commanding  the  allied  cavalry, 
though  vastly  inferior  to  that  of  the  enemy 
in  number,  his  endeavours  were  foiled. 
Major-General  Cole,  seeing  the  attack  of 
the  enemy,  very  judiciously  bringing  up 
his  left  a  little,  marched  in  line  to  attack 
the  enemy's  left,  and  arrived  most  oppor- 
tunely to  contribute,  with  the  chargts  of 
the,  biigades  of  General  Stewart's  division, 
to  force  the  enemy  to  abandon  his  situa- 
tion, and  retire  precipitately,  and  to  take 
refuge  under  his  reserve  ;  here  the  Fui:ileer 
brigade  particularly  dist'itguished  itself. 
He  was  pursued  by  the  Allies  to  a  consi- 
derable distance,  and  as  far  as  I  thought  it 
prudent  with  his  immense  superiority  of 
cavalry;  and  I  contented  myself  with  see- 
ing him  driven  across  (he  Albuera. — I  have 
every  reason  to  spi^ak  favourably  of  the 
manner  in  which  our  artillery  was  served, 
and  fought ;  and  Major  Hartman,  com- 
manding the  British,  and  Major  Dick.son, 
commanding  the  Portuguese,  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men,  are  entitle<l  to  my  thanks. 
The  four  guns  of  the  liorse  artillery,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Lefebure,  did  great 
execution  on  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  one 
brigade  of  Spanish  artillery  (the  only  one 
in  the  field)  1  saw  equally  gallantly  and 
well  served.  We  lost,  in  the  misfortune 
which  occurred  to  the  brigade  commanded 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Colborne  (whom 
General  Stewart  reports  to  have  acted  and 
was  then  acting  in  a  most  noble  manner, 
leading  on  the  brigade  in  admirable  order) 
one.  hov/itzer,  which  the  enerny^  before 
the  arrival  of  the  gallant  General  Hogh- 
ton's  brigade,  had  time  to  carry  ofJ,  with 
two  hundred  or  three  tiundred  prisoners  of 
that  brigade.  After  he  had  been  beaten 
from  this,  his  principal  attack,  he  std!  con- 
tinued that  near  the  village,  on  which  he 
never  could  make  any  impression  of  cross 
the  rivulet,  though  I  had  been  obliged  to 
bring  a  very  great  proportion  of  the  troops 
from  it,  to  support  the  priiicipal  point  of 
attack;  but  the  enemy,  seeing  his  main 
attack  defeated,  relaxed  in  his  attempt 
there  also.  The  Portuguese  division  of 
Major-Genera!  Hamilton,  in  every  instance 
•vinced.  the  utmost  steadiness  and  courage. 


and  manoeuvred  equall}-^  well  with  the 
British. — Brigadier-General  Harvey's  Por- 
tuguese brigade,  belonging  to  GeneralCole'% 
division,  had  an  opportunity  of  distinguish-, 
ing  itself  when  marching  in  line  across  the 
plain,  by  repulsing  with  the  utmost  stea- 
diness a  charge  of  the  enemy's  cavalry. -—i 
It  is  impos<;ible  to  enumerate  every  inr^ 
stance  of  discipline  and  valour  shevvn  on 
this  .severely  contested  day.  But  never 
were  troops  that  more  valiantly  or  more 
gloriously  mnintained  the  honour  of  their 
respective  countries.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  particularize  the  Spanish  divisions, 
brigades,  or  regiments,  that  were  particu- 
larly engaged,  because  I  ati"!  not  acquaint- 
ed with  their  denominations  or  names  ; 
but  I  have  great  pleasure  in  saying  that 
their  behaviour  was  most  gallant  and  ho- 
nuutable;  and  though  from  the  .superior 
number  and  weight  of  the  enemy's  force, 
that  part  of  them  that  were  in  the  position 
attacked  were  obliged  to  cede  the  ground, 
it  was  after  a  gallimt  resistance,  and  they, 
continued  in  good  order  to  support  their 
'...Hies  ;  and  1  doubt  not,  his  Excellency 
General  Blake  will  do  amjde  justice  on  this 
lieadj  bv  making  honourable  mention  of 
the  deserving. — The  battle  commenced  at 
nine  o'cloru,  and  continued  without  inter- 
ruption till  two  in  the  afternoon,  when  the 
enemy  having  been  driven  over  the  Al- 
buera, for  the  remainder  of  the  day  there 
was  but  cannonadincj  and  skirmishing. — 
It  is  impossible  by  any  description  to  do 
justice  to  the  distinguished  gallantry  of 
the  troops,  but  every  individual  most  no- 
bly did  his  duly,  and  which  will  be  well 
proved  by  'he  great  loss  we  have  suiil;red, 
though  r<^pu!:iing  the  enemy;  and  it  was 
coserved,  tliat  our  dead,  pariicul.iriy  the 
57th  regiment,  were  Iving,  as  they  had 
fought,  in  ranks,  and  every  wound  was  in 
the  froui.-^The  Honourable  Major-Ge- 
neral Will  in m  ytovvart  most  particularly 
distinguished  himself,  and  conduced  much 
to  the  honour  of  the  day  ;  he  received  two 
contusions,  but  v/onld  not  quit  the  field. 
Major  General  the  Honourable  G.  L.  Cole 
is  also  entitled  to  every  prafse  ;  and  I  have 
to  regret  being  deprived  (or  some  time  of 
his  services,  by  the  wound  he  has  receiv-, 
ed.  The  Honourable  l.ieutenant-Colonel 
Abercrombie,  commanding  the  2d  bri- 
gade, 9d  division,  and  Major  L'Estrauge,, 
31st  regiment,  deserve  to  be  particularly, 
mentioned  ;  and  nothing  could  exceed  the 
conduct  and  gallantry  of  Colonel  Inglis,  at 
the  head  of  his  regiment.  To  the  Ho- 
nourable Major-General  William  Lumley,/ 
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for  the  very  able  manner  in  which  he  op- 
posed tht  numerouscavalry  of  the  enemy, 
and  foiled  him  in  his  object,  1  am  parti- 
cularly indebted.  To  Major  General  Ha- 
milton, who  commanded  on  the  left, 
during  the  severe  attack  upon  our  right,  I 
also  much  indebted ;  and  the  Portuguese 
brigade  of  Brigadier-Generals  Fonseca  and 
Archibald  Campbell,  deserve  to  be  men- 
tioned. To  Major-General  Alten,  and  to 
the  excellent  Brigade  under  his  orders,  I 
have  much  praise  to  give  ;  and  it  is  with 
great  pleasure  I  assure  your  Lordship  that 
the  good  and  gallant  conduct  of  every 
corps,  and  of  every  person,  was  in  pro- 
portion to  the  opportunity  that  ofiered  for 
distinguishing  themselves.  I  know  not  an 
individual  who  did  not  do  his  duty.  I  have, 
I  fear,  to  regret  the  loss  to  the  service  of 
Colonel  Coilings  commanding  a  Portu- 
guese Brigade,  his  leg  having  been  carried 
oiFby  a  cannon  shot.  He  is  an  officer  of 
great  merit;  and  1  deeply  hnnen;,  the 
death  of  Major-Gcneral  Hogluon  and  of 
those  two  promising  officers  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Sir  Wm.  Myers  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Duckworth — It  is  most  pleasing 
to  me  to  inform  your  Lordship,  not  only 
of  the  steady  and  galh-at  conduct  of  our 
allies,  the  Spanish  troops,  under  his  Ex- 
cellency General  Blake,  but  also  to  assure 
you  that  the  most  perfect  liarmony  has 
subsist'^d  between  us,  and  that  Generai 
Blake  not  only  (;onformed  in  ail  things  to 
the  general  line  proposed  by  vour  Lord- 
ship, but  in  the  details  and  in  whatever  I 
suggested  to  his  Excellency,  I  received 
the  Tnost  imniediate  and  cordial  assent  and 
CO  operatior.;  and  noihingwas  omitted  on 
his  part,  to  en:?u  e  tlie  success  ofour  Mnited 
efforts;  aud  during  tha  battle,  he  most  es- 
sentially, by  his  experience,  knowledge, 
and  zeal,  contributed  to  its  fortunate  re- 
sult.— His  Excellency  the  Captain  General 
Castanos  who  had  unitL^l  the  few  troops  he 
had  in  a  state  to  he  brousrht  into  thf  field, 
to  tiiose  of  Generrd    Blake,    and    placed 


them  under  his  orders,  assisted  in  person 
in  the  field  ;  and  not  only  on  thi-,  but  on 
all  occasions,  I  am  much  indebti'd  to  Ge- 
neral Castanos.  who  is  ever  beforehand  in 
giving  whatever  caa  be  beneficial  to  the 
success  of  the  common  cause. — Though  J 
unfnrtunatply  cannoi  po'at  out  the  curps 
or  many  of  tbe  individuals  of  the  Spaniiij 
trotjs  that  distinguistied  themselves,  yet  I 
will  not  omit  to  mention  the  names  of  Ge- 
neral Vallesteros,  whose  gallantry  was 
most  conspicuoas,  as  of  the  corps  he  had 
under  his  command  j  and  the  same  of  Ge- 
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\  nerals  Zayas  and  of  Don  Carlos  D'Es- 
pagae.  The  Spanish  cavalry  have  be- 
haved extremely  well,  and  the  Count  de 
Penne  Villamur  is  particularly  deserving 
to  be  mentioned. — 1  anne:?  the  return  of 
our  loss  in  this  hard  contested  day  :  it  is 
very  severe,  and  in  additioir  to  it  is  the 
loEs  of  the  troops  under  his  Excellency 
General  Blake,  who  are  killed,  missing, 
and  wounded,  but  of  which  I  have  not  the 
return.  The  loss  of  the  enemy,  though  I 
cannot  know  what  it  is,  must  be  still  rnore 
severe.  He  has  left  on  the  field  of  battle 
about  two  thousand  dead,  and  we  havfe^' 
taken  from  nine  hundred  to  one  thou-" 
sand  prisoners.  He  has  had  five  generals 
killed  and  wounded  ;  of  the  forrner  Ge- 
nerals of  division  Werle  and  Pefim  ;  and- 
Gazan  and  Iv/o  others  amongst  the  latter.'' 
— His  force  vv'as  much  more  considerable' 
than  we  had  been  informed  of,  as  I  do  nbf 
think  he  displayed  le«s  than  from  twenty 
to  twenty-two  thousand  iiifantrj'-,  and  he 
certainly  had  four  thousand  cavalry  with 
a  numerous  and  heavy  artillery.  His  over- 
bearing cavalry  cramped  and  coniined  all 
our  operations,  and  with  his  artillery  saved 
his  infantry,  after  its  rout.  He  retired 
after  the  battle  to  the  ground  he  had  been 
previcnsly  on,  but  occupying  it  in  posi- 
tion ;  and  on  this  morning,  or  rather  during 
the  night,  commenced  his  retreat  on  the 
road  he  came,  towards  Seville,  and  has 
abandoned  Badajoz  to  its  fate.  He  left  a 
number  of  his  wounded  on  the  ground  he 
had  retired  to,  and  to  whicli  we  are  ad- 
mir.istering  what  assistance  vve  can.  I  have 
sent  o^ir  cavalry  to  follow  tiie  eneiTiy,  but 
in  that  arm  he  is  too  powerful  for  us  to  at- 
tempt any  thing  against  him  in  the  plains 
he  is  traversing. — Thus  we  have  reaped 
the  advantage  we  proposed  from  our  op- 
position to  the  attempts  of  the  enemy; 
and  whilst  he  has  been  forced  to  abandon 
the  object  f^r  which  he  has  almost  stripped 
Andalusi?.  of  troops,  instead  of  liaving  ac- 
complished the  haughty  boasts  with  which 
Marshal  Soult  harangued  liis  troops  on 
leaving  Seville,  he  returns  there  wich  a 
CTtailed  arm]/,  aiid  what  perh.ps  may 
be  stdl  more  hurtful  to  him,  with  a  dimi- 
nished repu»ation.-^In  enumerating  the 
services  recei-.  cd  from  the  Officers  of  my 
own  Staff,  I  must  partictdari}'^  call  your 
Lordship's  attention  to  ih -se  of  Brigadier- 
G.nerid  d'Urban,  Quarier  Master- Gtneral 
to  the  Portuguese  army ;  and  which  I  can- 
not sufficiently  praise,  (hough  I  c^n  np- 
preciate.  On  all  o(  casions  I  have  felt  the 
benefits  of  his  talenis  and  services,  and 
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more  particularly  on  this,  wliere  they  very 
essentially  coutribnted  to  the  success  of 
the  day  ;  and  I  cannot  here  omit  the  name 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hurdinge,  Deputy 
<^uarter-Master-General  to  the  Portuguese 
troops,  whose  talent  and  exertions  deserve 
my  thanks.  To  Brigadier-General  Mo- 
zifiho  Adjutant-General  of  the  Portuguese 
army,  and  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  i'looke, 
Assistant-Adjutant-General  to  the  united 
British  and  Portuguese  force,  and  to  Bri- 
gadier-General Lemos,  and  to  the  Officers 
of  my  own  personal  Staff)  I  am  indebted 
for  their  assistance.— To  the  services  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Arbuthnot  (Major  in 
his  Majesty's  service),  I  am  also  much 
indebted,  and  he  is  the  bearer  of  this  to 
your  Lordfihip,  and  is  fully  enabled  to  give 
you  any  further  information  you  may  de- 
sire, and  is  most  deserving  of  any  favour 
your  Lordship  may  be  pleased  to  reccm- 
mend  him  for,  to  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regent. — I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)         V/.  C.  Beresford, 

Marsha]  and  Lieut.  Gen. 
P.  S.  Major-General  Hamilton's  Divi- 
sion, and  Brigadier-General  Madderi's  Bri- 
gade of  Portuguese  cavalry  march  to- 
morrow morning  to  re-invest  Badajoz  on 
the  South  Side  of  the  Guadiana.. 

\V.  C.  B. 
No.  L 
Return  of  killed,  wottnded,  and  missina;  of  the 
Corps  of  the  Army  under  the  Command  of 
Lieutenant' General  Lord  Viscount  Wel- 
lington, K.  B.  under  the  immediate  Orders 
of  Marshal  Sir  IV.  Carr  Beresford,  K.  i>. 
in  an  Attack  of  the  Enemy's  Post  before 
Badajoz,  on  the  '6th  May,  1811. 

3d  Batt.  27th  Foot— 5  rank  and  file 
wounded. 

97th  Foot — 6  rank  and  file  wounded. 

Total  British  Loss— 11  rank  and  file 
wounded. 

Portuguese  Loss — I  rank  and  file  killed; 
1  Ensign,  18  rank  and  file  wounded. 

General  Total — 1  rank  and  file  killed  ; 
1  Ensign,  29  rank  -and  file  wounded. 

Name  of  OJicer  wounded. 

17th  Portuguese  Regiment  —  Ensign 
Luiz  Valoza. 

(Signed)         Charles  Stewart, 

Major-Gen.  and  Adj.-Gen. 

No.  n. 

Return  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of  the 

1,,     Corps  of  the  Army  under  the  Command  of 

1,(1^,  Lieutenant  General  Lord  Viscount  IVcl- 

■   lington,  K.  B,  under  the  immediate  Orders 
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of  Marshal  Sir  W.  Cart  Beresford,  K.  B. 

in  the  Repulse  of  a  !!<or  tie  from  Badajoz, 

on  the  Morning  of  the  1 0th  May,  1811. 

Royal  Engineers — J  Lieutenant  wound- 


ed. 

3d  Batt.  27th  Foot— 1  Captain,  8  rank 
and  file,  killed  ;  1  Major,  1  Captain,  I 
Lieutenant,  2  Ensigns,  1  Serjeant,  102 
rank  and  file,  wounded. 

1st  Batt.  40th  Foot— I  Serjeant,  1 1  rank 
and  file  killed;  1  Lieutcnant-Col-jnel,  I 
Major,  5  Lieutenants,  5  Serjean.  ■,  3  drum- 
mers, 180  rank  and  file,  wound'  I. 

2d  Batt.  48th  Foot— 1  rai-'.  and  file 
killed. 

5th  Batt.  GOth  Foot— 1  rank  and  file, 
killed ;  1  Captain,  7  rank  and  file  vvounded. 

97th  Foot — 1  Serjeant,  8  rank  and  file 
killed;  3  Lieutenants,  2  Ensigns,  3  Ser- 
jeants, 58  rank  and  file,  VvOunded. 

Total  British  Loss— 1  Captain,  2  Ser- 
jeants, 29  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  1  Lieate- 
nant-Colonel,  2  Majors,  2  Captains,  10 
Lieutenants,  4  Ensigns,  9  Serjeants,  3 
drummers,  347  rank  and  n!e  wounded. 

Portuguese  Loss — I  Colonel,  2  Captains, 
1  drummer,  34  rank  and  fiie,  wounded  j 
12  rank  and  fiie  missing. 

General  Loss — !  Captain,  2  Serjeants, 
29  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  Colonel,  1 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  2  Majors,  4  Captains, 
10  Lieutenants,  4  Ensigns,  9  Serjeants,  4- 
drummers,  381  rank  and  file  wounded; 
12  rank  and  file  missing. 

(Signed)         Charles  Stewart, 

Major-Gen.  and  Adj.-Gen. 

Names  of  the  •  Officers  ■  killed,  wounded,  and 

7nissing,  on  the  lOih  May,  1811. 

Killed. 

3d  Bait.  27 ih  Foot — Captain  Smith. 
Wounded. 

Royal  Engineers  —  Lieutenant  Reid, 
slightlv.  . 

3d  Batt.  27  th Foot — Major  Birmingham, 
(since  dead);  Captain  Pring,  severely; 
Lieutenant  Levinge,  Ensigns  M'Coard  and 
Hanley. 

'  1st  Batt.  40th  Foot — Lieutenant-Colonel 
Harcourt,  slightly  ;  Major  Thornton,  do.; 
Lieutenant  Street,  slightly ;  Lieutenant 
Thoreau  ;  Lieutenant  Sirawbenzie,  severe- 
ly; Lieuienants  Kelly  and  Brown. 

5th  Batt.  tiOth  Foot — Captain  Prevost, 
severelj^ 

97th  Foot— Lieut.  Coppinger,  severe- 
ly ;  Lieutienant  Daunt,  slightly  ;  Lieute- 
nant Kcttieweli,  Ensign  Dowman,  lost  ?u 
arm  ;  Ensign  Downing,  severely. 
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Portuguese  xuoundcd. 

I'^th  Regiment — Colonel  Turn'fer  severe- 
ly ;  Captains  Buquet  and  Maxwell. 

"^  "  '*  No  IIL 

Heturn  of  killed,  wonndcd,  and  ?mssing,  of  the 
Corpi  of  the  Army  under  the  Command  (f 
Ldeutenant- General  Lord  Viscount  Met- 
lington,  K.  B.  under  the  immediate  Orders 
of  ^Marshal  Sir  W,  C.  Beresford,  K.  B 
in  the  Trenches  and  Batteries  before  Bnda- 
joz,  bciiveen  the  Sih  and  1 5th  of  3'Iiiy, 
J  8 1 1 ,  inclusive. 

Royal  Engineers — 1  Captain,  1  Lieute- 
nant, killed  ;  2  Captains  wounded. 
■  3d  Batt.  27th  Foot — I  Serjeant,  4  rank 
and  file,  kitftd  ;  1  Lieutent-Colon'tl,  2 
Lieutenants,  8.  Serjeants,  1  drunamcr,  32 
Tank  and  tile,  wounded. 

2d  Batt.  34th  Foot— 1  rank  and  file 
wounded. 

1st  Batt.  40th  Foot— 10  rank  and  file 
killed  ;  2  Captains,  1  Lieutenant^  18  rank 
and  file,  wounded. 

5th  Batt.  eOLh  Foot — 1  rank  and  file 
wounded. 

97 lb  Foot — 7  rank  and  file  killed,  19 
rank  and  file  wounded. 

2d  Light  Battalion,  King's  German 
Legion — 1  rank  and  file  wounded. 

Total  British  Loss— 1  Captain,  1  Lieu- 
tenant, J  Serjeant,  21  rank  and  file  killed; 
1  Lieutenant-Colonel,  4  Captains,  3  Lieu- 
tenants, 8  Serjeants,  1  Drummer,  92  rank 
and  file,  wounded. 

Portuguese  Loss — I  Lieutenant,  I  En- 
sign, 2  Serjeants,  40  rank  and  file  killed  ; 
1  Lieutenant,  1  Ensign,  4  Se;jaants,  1 
Drummer,  88  rank  and  ^le  wounded  ;  1 
Lieut?nant,  22  rank  and  file  missing. 

General  Loss  —  I  Captain,  2LieLUen'.:n!s, 
1  Ensign,  3  Serjeants,  di  rank  and  file 
killed  ;  I  Lieutenant-Colonel,  4  Captains, 
4  Lieutenants,  1  Ensign,  12  Serjeants,  2 
Drummer:j,  180  rank  and  file  wounded  ; 
1  Lieutenant,  22  rank  and  file,  missing. 
(Signed)         Charles  Stewart, 

Major-Gen.  and  AcJJ.  Gen. 

Names  of  Officers  killed,  wounded,  and  missintf 
of  lite  Army  between  the  8th  and  1 5th 
May,  inclusive. 

Killed. 

Royal  Engineers  — Captain  Dickinson, 
Lieutenant  Melville. 


Wounded. 


Royal  Engineers— Captain  Ross,  Captaia 
Boteler,  severely. 

3d  Batt.  27 ih  Foot — Lieutenant-Colonel 
M'Lean ;  Lieutenants  Gordon  and  Dobbins, 
slightly. 

1st  Batt.  40th  Foot— Captains  Heyland 
and  Wood,  Lieutenant  Butler. 

PorttLguese  killed. 

17th  Heginjent — Ensrgn  Raymond  de'  ■ 
Viagas. 

1st  Batt.  L.  L,  Leg.— Lieut.  C^sar  de' 

Fontes. 

Wounded. 

1 7th  Regiment — Lieut.  John  InicefJS, 
Ensign  Joao  Anselmo. 

Missim^. 

1  b.t  Butt.  L.  L.  Leg. — Liftut.  Joaquim  de 
Pinto.  (Sigf.ed)     Chahles  Stlwart, 

Major-Gen.  and  Adj.  Gen. 

No.  IV. 

Ruurn  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  6f  tfiA 
Corps  of  the  Army  under  Command  of 
Lieut  General  Viscount  fVeUin^ton,  K.  B. 
under  the  iumiediate  Orders  of  Marshal 
.  Sir  WiUium  Carr  B^rci>ford,  K.  B.  in  the 
Buttle  with  the  French  Army  commanded 
by  Marshal  Sou!t,  at  Albicera,  on  t/iel(Ufi 
May,  1 8  I  .1 . 

General  Stafl^ — I  killed,  "?  wounded. 

Royal  British  Artillery — 3  rank  and  file, 
9  horses  killed;  1  Captain,  10  ratik  and 
file,  10  horses,  wounded  ;  J  rank  and  file, 
1  horse  mis<;ing.  ^ 

Royal  Germany  Artillery — 24  horses 
killed;  1  Lieutenant,  IG  rank  and  file 
wounded  ;  1  Lieutenant,  1  Trumpeter,  2(? 
rank  and  file,  10  horses  missing. 

3J    Dragoon   Guards—  1    Lieutenant,  9  ' 
rank  arid  file,  9  horses,  killed  ;  9  rank  and 
file,   6  horses,  wounded  ;    1  rafi!i  and  file, 
4  ))orses,  niissinjj. 

41  h  Dragoons — 1  Serjeant,  2  rank  and 
file,  11  horses,  killed;  1  Captain^  1  Lieu- 
tenant, 1  S<'rjeani,  1  Tn;n;peter,  1,5  rank 
and  file,  10  horses  wounded ;  2  Captains, 
1'  rank  and  lile,  2  horses,  laissing.  '  "'^^ 

i3th  Light  J>a;?oo.ns — 1  horse  killed;  f- 
r:-,nk  and  file  wounded. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

BAtTLE  or  Albuera.-—— In  my  last, 
beginning  at  p^ge  14'09,  I  made  some  re- 
marks upan  the  dispatches,  or,  rather.  Ex- 
tracts of  Dispatches,  relating  to  this  battle  ; 
and,  I  think,  I  placed  the  matter  in  a  clear 
and  fair  point  of  view.  What,  then,  must 
haTe  been  my  astonishment,  when  I  read, 
in  the  news-papers  of  the  next  day,  a  re- 
port of  a  parliamentary  debate,  from 
which  it  appeared,  that  the  Thanks  of  the 
Honourable  House,  had,  without  the 
slightest  opposition,  been  voted  to  those 
who,  on  out  side,  commanded  in  that  bat- 
tle, the  result  of  which,  has  even  in  Par- 
liaiJient,  been  styled  "  a  ^/ar/o?{5  victory  ?" 
•—-From  this  it  appears  manifest,  either 
that  I  ara  a  very  mach  deceived  man  ; 
that,  from  some  cause  or  other,  I  am  wholly 
ignorant  of  what  is  passing  in  Spain  and 
Portugal  J  or^  that  others  are  in  that  state  ; 
ftr,  that  one  or  the  other  of  us  wilfully 
misrepresent  facts. — -^ — It  is  possible, -that 
the  walls  of  a  prison  have  benumber!  my 
intellectual  fa<;«lties  as  well  as  cut  me  olF 
from  the  cheering  sight  of  my  home  and 
my  family.  .  'Ibis  is  possible  ;  but,  as  to 
the  q^uesiion  before  us,  I  flattered  myself 
that  I  saw  Very  clearly  ;  and  1  yet  think 
that  I  see  clearly  ;  though,  from  the  posi- 
tive  assertions,  and  the  luud  boasts,  in  the 
reported  speech  of  the  minister,  Perceval, 
one  would  really  suppcse,  that  I  must  be 
sofatuated  in  the  same  way  as  was  the 
poor  Archbishop  of  Granada,  w  ho,  in  spite 
of  a  monitor,  could  not  be  made  to  iliink 

that  he  was  become  weak  and  stupid.— 

This  is,  hewever,  a  state,  in  which  a  man 
does  not  readily  acknowledge  hinissU'  to 
be,  and,  tiierefore,  it  will  not  be  thought 
unnatural  in  me  to  endeavour  to  shew  that 
I  was  right  iti  the  opioioiis,  which  I  hove 
before  espves>;ed  upon  thi^aubject,  though 
differing  so  very  vvidei\^  from  those-  so 
boldly  expressed,  and  so  heartily*  cheered 
in  the  Honourable  Hoose.  >  '  It  never 
has  been  my  curto«i  to  garble,  or  to  sup- 
press. I  always  like  thrit  tay  opponents 
jthonld  be  heard  as  well  as  myself;  and, 
upon  this  principle  I  bavc  inseTteil' below, 
th&  wbole  of  th«  report  frf  Mr-.-PiiivcPv^L's 


speech,  as  I  find  it  given  in  the  Couiiieb 
news-paper  of  the  8th  instant ;  and  which 
speech  I  must  beg  of  the  reader  to  peruse 
carefully,  attending  in  particular  to  the 
parts,  which  I  have  designated  by  Italic 
characters ;  for,  the  thing  which  I  am 
about  to  answer  should,  of  course,  be  read, 

before  the  answer  itself  be  read. Mr. 

Perceval  sets  out  by  taking  much  merit 
to  himself  and  his  colleagues  for  their  ab- 
stinence in  moving  for  votes  of  thanks  to 
their  generals  and  other  commanders; 
and,  indeed,  he  expresses  his  fear,  that 
the  Plonourable  House  may  think,  that 
they  have  been  rather  remiss  in  the  dis* 
charge  of  this  part  of  their  duty.  Hfe 
says,  that  it  is  ranarkahh,  that,  in  so  short 
a  period  of  the  present  session,  this  is  the 
third  time  they  have  been  impelled  to 
move  for  votes  of  thanks  ;  that  they  have 
been  careful  not  to  make  such  motions  in 
any  c?.se  of  2in  eqmvocal  character  or  infe- 
rior importance ;  that  the  Honourable  House 
must  be  convinced  that  they  have  not 
come  forward  to  ask  for  its  thanks,  except 
in  cases  whsre  the  duty  was  imposed  upon 
them  by  "the  blessings  of  Providence" 
upon  his  Majesty's  Arms  ;  that  they  hava 
moved,  in  this  way,  in  no  cases,  which 
might  admit  of  a  doubt  as  to  a  just  claim 
to  the  thanks  of  Parliament;  that  scarcely 
a  d<xy  has,  of  late,  passed  without  an  ex- 
pectation of  some  victory,  which  expec- 
tation had  been  uniformly  realized  by  the 
accounts;  and,  that,  in  short  (and  I  be- 
seech the  reader  lo  mark  well  the  words) 
"  snch  a  tide  and  flood  of  victory  flowed  in 
"  our  favour,  that  the  enemy  served  nevt 
"  only  as  a  fund  to  supply  matcYiats  for 
'•'  the  accumulating  glories  of  the  British 
"  army." — —Such,  as  the  reader  will  see, 
is  the  substance  of  wiiat  he  is  reported  to 
have  said  as  to  our  victories  in  general.  And 
this,  the  reader  will  observe, is  reported  to 
have  been  stated  in  the  Honourable  House, 
and  to  have  been  lo\id!y  cheered.— —"^ow, 
I  diBtr  completely  in  opinion  with  this 
minister.  1  do  not:  agree  with  him  in  any 
one  point.  The  events  of  the  war,  the 
votes  of  thanks,  and  the  state  of  the  war 
now,  compared  with  \vhat  it  Was  Bast  year, 
does  nbtr  ia  m^_  p^iiio'n,  justify  any  one 
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of  these  positions. 
general,  what  have  we  gained  in  this  year  ? 
The  French  occupy  more  ground  than 
they  occupied  last  year  at  this  time.  In 
the  month  of  June  last,  they  had  not  taken 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  they  had  not  taken 
Badajoz.  They  are  now  in  possession  of 
the  former ;  and,  we  do  not  yet  know, 
that  they  are  not  in  possession  of  the  latter 
also,  notwithstanding  it  has  been  besieged; 
and,  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  a  great 
part  of  Portugal  has  since  been  laid  waste 
by  that  very  enemy,  to  keep  whom  out 
of  Portngal  was,  a  year  ago,  our  professed 
object.  The  killed  and  wounded,  the  cost 
in  blood  and  in  taxes,  I  shall,  for  the  argu- 
ment's sake, reckon  as  of  no  account  at 
all.  Yet  it  might  be  reckoned,  especially 
when  we  know,  that  the  war  has  been 
carried  on,  on  the  part  of  Fiance,  without 
any  reinforcements  of  any  sort  from 
France,  while  it  is  equally  well  known, 
that  the  reinforcements  and  supplies  from 
England  have  been  incessant,  and  when 
we  also  know,  that  the  money  voted  for 
the  keeping  ijp  of  Portugaese  troops  has 

been  doubled. These,  hovvevei",  I  leave 

out  of  the  question ;  and  ask  of  "  the 
'f  thinking  people"  merely  to  put  this 
question  to  themselves;  "  have  our  armies 
"  gained  one  inch  of  ground  from  the  French, 
"since  the  month  of  June,  1810?"  If 
this  question  be  answered  in  the  negative, 
it  must  inevitably  follow,  that  the  war  has 
not  been  successful  upon  ike  whole,  but  the 
contrary,  because  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that  Portugal  as  well  as  England  have  paid 
most  dearly  for  the  year's  war...  But, 
now,  as  for  this  particular  battle.  I  was 
before  of  the  opinion,  that  we  had  nothing 
(except,  perhaps,  some  individual  acts  of 
bravery)  to  boast  of;  and  -this  opinion 
has  not  been  at  all  shaken  by  the  reported 
speech  of  Mr.  Perceval,  loudly  as  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  applauded,  in  tho^e 
parts  where  victory  was  most  unequivo- 
cally claimed.— — I  observed,  in  my  last, 
that  we  hatl  accounts  of  the  strength  of  the 
.French,  but  no  accounts  of  the  strength  of 
our  own  aruiy.  This  want  of  information 
as  to  the  numbers  on  our  side  1  exceedingly 
•  dislike,  because  it  deprives  us  of  the  power 
of  judging  as  to  the  character  of  the  result 
of  the  action.  And,  the  want  of  such 
information  is  the  les.?  easily  to  be  ex- 
cused when  we  see  our  General  stating 
with  such  apparent  cer,tainty  the  num- 
bers of  the  enemy.  He  tells  the  minis- 
ters, not  only  what  were  the  actual  num- 
bers of  the  Duke  of  Ualinatia  (Soult) ; 
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but,  he  also  tells  them  whence  he  had 
drawn  those  numbers  together.  Some  he 
had  got  from  Marshal  Victor,  some  from. 
General  Sebastiani,and  some  from  General 
Latour  Maubourg  ;  and  yet,  he  says  not 
(in  what  has  been /jMi/wZ/ed of  his  dispatch) 
one  single  word  of  his  aivn  numbers,  of 
which,  however,  he  could  not  be  less  ig- 
norant, at  any  rate,  than  he  must  have 
been  of  those  of  the  enemy  ;  or,  if  he  was, 
it  will,  I  think,  be  allowed,  that  his  in- 
quiries and  his  information  must  have  been 
of  a  very  singular  cast,  of  a  cast  quite  pe- 
culiar to  himself Had  he,  indeed,  said 

nothing  at  alt  about  numbers.  Had  he  been 
quite  silent  upon  this  point,  there  would 
have  been  no  room  for  complaint  ;  but^  if 
he  gave  the  numbers  on  one  side,  surely 
he  ought  to  have  given  them  on  the  other. 
The  reason,  doubtless,  for  giving  the  num- 
bers of  the  French,  was,  that  we  might  see 
what  a  force  it  was  that  our  army  had 
overcome.  Indeed,  the  numbers  of  the 
enemy  are  manifestly  and  avowedly  given 
for  this  purpose  ;  and,  if  so,  wh}'  were  riot 
our  numbers  given  for  the  same  purpose  .'' 
Flow  were  we  to  know  any  thing  of  the 
merits  of  the  case,  unless  we  had  the  num- 
bers on  both  sides  ? It  may  be  said, 

perliaps,  that  for  Marshal  Beresford  to 
state  his  numbers  to  the  ministers  would 
have  been  useless,  seeing  that  thev  must 
always  be  in  possession  of  the  state  of  his 
army,  having  regular  Returns  thereof  sent 
to  them  by  every  post.  Yes,  it  was  use- 
less as  far  as  regarded  the  ministers  ;  but, 
not  as  towards  the  public  and  the  world, 
II^  indeed,  the  Dispatches  had  been  kept 
by  the  minisiers  unpnhlibhed  ;  or,  had 
been  intended  for  that  purpose,  the  omis- 
sion to  state  our  own  nilmoers  would  have 
been  natural  enough  ;  but,  as  the  account 
was  intended  for  jmblicatio:} ,  as  the  battle 
was  to  be  recorded  m'this  dispatch,  it 
surely  ought  to  have  contained  the  num- 

beis  on  both  sides. — Tiie  reason  of  this 

is  so  plain,  that  it  wii!  be  utterly  impossi- 
ble to  uersuarie  any  munof  common  sense, 
that  the  suppression  of  the  knowledge  «>f 
the  numbers  on  our  si;te  arose  from  any 
persuasion,  that  such  knowledge  would 
have  contributed  towards  producing  a 
conviction  of  our  having  gained  the  vic- 
tory. It  is  quite  impossible  to  niakfrany 
man  believe,  that,  if  staling  the  numbers 
on  our  side  would  have  added  to  our  pife- 
tensions,  those  numbers  would  hot.  have 
been  stated.  In  short,  it  is  clear,  that  our 
commander  had  a  great  superiority  of 
numbets :  and  that  this  is  the  true  causa 
I 
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of  the  numbers  not  being  stated  on  both 

sides. If  there  had  been  any  doubt  of 

this  before,  there  could  be  none  after,  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Peuceval,  who  talked,  it 
would  seem,  about  every  thing  but  the 
numbers;  that  is  to  say,  about  every  thing 
except  that  which  would  iiave  enabled  the 
public  to  judge  of  the  real  merits  of  this 
battle,   respecting  which   he  was  calling 

for  a  vote  of  thanks. Me,  however,  no 

one  shall  so  put  off.  I  will  get  &tihe iruth 
if  I  can,  and  will  communicate  it  to  my 

readers. In  the   last  Number  of   the 

Register  I  gave  some  details  that  must 
have  staggered  a  great  many  people.  I 
should  suppose  them  to  have  been  quite 
sufficient ;  but,  as  I  see  the  venal  prints 
still  insisting  upon  an  inferiority  of  Nion- 
bers  on  our  part,  I  will  now  confront  their 
present   statements,    with  the   statements 

the  J'  gave   us  before  the  battle. Let  us 

first  see  what  thev  then  said  of  the  farce  of 
the  enemy ;  and  let  us  quote  solely  from 
the  Courier  news-paper.  This  paper 
told   us. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  that  Soult  was 
in  so  low  a  plight  at  Seville,  tiiat 
his  Infantry,  Cavalry,  and  Civic 
Troops  altogether  amounted  to 

only   1,884 

That  Sebastiani  was  ill  of  a  con- 
^s,  sumption,  and  that  he  had  alto- 
gether but  6,000.  And,  observe, 
it  was  only  a  part  of  these  that 
Soult  drew  away,  as  Marshal 
Beresford  says,  for  the  battle  of 
Albuera.  Let  us  suppose  that  he 
took,  however,  even  two-thirds 
..;    of  Sebastiani's  force,  that  VKOuld 

.-3i    make  but , 4,000 

.^jYictor,  in  the  same  paper,  was  re- 
'>■','  presented  as  unable  to  meet  a 
force  of  10,000  men,  conse- 
quently he  could  not  spare  many, 
without  abandoning  the  siege  of 
-  Cadiz;  but,  supposing  Soult  to 
have  got  a  couple  of  thousand 
from  Victor  (as  Marshal  Beres- 
ford says  he  got  sojite  from  him), 
and  then  it  must  be  matter  of 
astonishment  how  Victor  could 

continue  the  siege  of  Cadiz 2,000 

'jThe  French  army  of  the  centre  was 
\<     stated  to  consist  of  14,000  men. 

^i    Give  Soult  one  half  of  them 7,000 

»^Iarshal  Beresford  says,  that  Lafour 

ijv    Waubourg  joined  him  with 5,000 
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Thus,  according  to  the  accounts  which 
these  prints  gave  us  hrfere  the  battle,  it 
appears,  that  by  leaving  the  other  parts 
of  the  French  army  naked,  Soult  «vould 
be  able  to  collect  only  about  19  or 
20,000  men.  Ami,  observe,  that,  at  this 
time,  he  was  at  Scvilk,  more  \.\\^nz.  hundred 
?ni\es  from  Albuera,  and  that  our  people 
were  taking  rae;.\sures  to  go  and  capture  his 
army  bodily. -Our  army,  on  the  con- 
trary, was  an  immense  force,  'ihe  Cou- 
lUEK  told  us. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  that  General 
Blake  had  12,000  infantry  and 
600  horse  '. 12,600 

On  the  17th  of  May,  that  the  Spa- 
nish Genera!  Bailesteros  had,  at 
Zafra,  on  the  road  between  Ba- 
dajos  and  Seville  6,000 

That  there  were  on  the  line  from 
Zafra  to  Valverde  and  at  Santa 
Martha, English  infantry  amount- 
ing to     20,000 

That  there  were  along  with"  these, 
Portuguese  Infantry  ("  as  good 
"  as  any  in  the  world") 15,000 

That  there  were,  accompanying 
these  Infantry,  English  and  Por- 
tuguese Cavalry 6,000 

59,600 


19^884 


Here,  then  are  59,000  msn  ;  but,  we  have 
not  "yet  got  the  army  of  Spaniards  under 
the  Captain  General,  Caslanos,  who,  as 
the  reader  will  observe,  joined  Marshal 
Beresford  before  the  battle. 

However,  leave  this  army  out ;  for,  surely^ 

we  have  enough. Marshal   Beresford 

puts  the  French  force,  at  the  very  highest, 
only  at  26,000  men ;  and,  there  is,  I 
think,  little  reason  to  suppose,  that,  after 
the  battle,  and  such  a  baule,  he  under- 
rated  them.  Here,  then,  we  have  many 
more  than  two  for  one  ;  and,  out  of  them 
41,000  English,  and  Portuguese  "  as  good 
"  as  any  troops  in  the  world."  One  Eng- 
lishman used  to  be  thought,  or.at  least,  said 
to  be,  equal  to  three  Frenchmen ;  but, 
now,  it  would  seem,  that  it  is  a  glorious 
act   for   tv/o    Englishmen    to    beat    one 

Frenchman. Am   I   told,   that   these 

statements  of  the  Courier  and  other  venal 
prints  were  false  K  May  be  so^  but,  then, 
never  ask  me  to  believe  them  again  ;  and 
never  expect  any  body  but  t!).i»  "  tliinking 
"  nation'.'  to  put  any  trust  in  their  future 

statements.- 1  do  not,  for  my  part,  care 

which  they  choose.    Their  former  state- 
3B  2 
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ncnv;   and  then   Oh  !   "  thinking  people  !" 
pray  do  think  a  little  before  yoo  believe  it 
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n>ents  were  false,  or  their  latter  ones ; 
but,  then,  observe,  there  is  no  believing 
them  at  all;  and,  of  course,  what  they  now 
say  about  oar  avinv  being  inferior  in  num- 
ber to  that  of  the  French,  is  not  to  be  be- 
lieved. It  is  to  pass  for  nothing ;  and, 
we  have  to  rely  upon  the  estimate  made 
in  my  last,  according  to  which  our  army 
tvas  upon  this  occasion  upwai-ds  of  .50,000 
strong,  including  the  Spaniards  and  Por- 
tuguese. And,  observe,  we  must  not  suf- 
fer it  to  be  said,  that  the  troops  of  our 
allies  were  not  equal  to  our  own  troops  ; 
for,  we  have  it  under  Marshal  Eeres- 
ford's  own  hand,  that  the  Portt;guese 
were,  eight  months  ago,  "  as  good 
"  as  any  troops  in  the  norld,"  and,  of 
course,  as  good  as  English  troops ;  and, 
^  to  the  Spaniards,  shame  will  surely 
prevcHt  us  from  decryiug  them,  when 
it  is  known  tliat  they  occupied  the  post 
qf  honour  in  this  very  battle;  that  they- 
tyere  placed  where  the  most  furious  onset 
was  expegted  ami  where  it  took  place. 
No  :  shame  ujioh  the  man  who^  after  this, 
^fleets  to  consider  the  troops  oi'  our  allies 
as  not  to  be  included  to  their  full  amount 

in   our  statement   of  numbers. Thus, 

tkien,  I  think,  that  the  question  of  numbers 
is  pretty  well  setUed.  I  think  it  will  be 
impossible,  after  this,  to  make  any  one 
believe,  that  the  army  of  the  allies  was 
not   in   numbers   more   than   double  the 

strength  of  the  enemy \Vc  will  now 

advert  to  other  circumstances. — We  are 
repeatedly  told  in  the  exiracts  of  ihe  Dis- 
patch, that  the  enemy  had  a  vast  sxiperiority 
of  cavalry.  I  have  shown  that  the  corps  of 
Mnglish  cavalry  in  the  battle,  did,  accord- 
ing to  the  pai/  accounts  laid  before  the 
Honourable  House,  on  the  20th  of  Fe- 
bruary last,  amount  to  2,748  men,  and,  if 
we  dedutt*a  ffih  for  deatlis  and  desertions 
since  that  time,  there  would  be-  2,  HJ9  left 
to  be  present  at  the  battle,  besides  the 
Portuguese  and  Spanish  Cavalry.  Tl^e 
Marshal's  estimate  carries  the  French 
horse  only  to  4,000  men  ;  and,  I  think,  we 
may  be  very  well  satisfied  that  he  did  not 
««rfer-rate  them.  Where,  then,  could  have 
been  this  vast  superiority  iir  the  cavalry  ? 
Besides,  our  venal  prinis  told  us,  before  the 
battle,  that  the  English  and  Portoguse  c  a- 
valry  under  Marshal  Beresford  amouiitf.  .1 
to  6,000  ;  and,  they  also  told  us,  that  ti.e 
few  horses  that  Soult  had  were  in  such  a 
miserable  state,  that  they  were  obliged  .to 
be  led,  being  unable  to  carry  their  riders  ! 
See  the  CouRiEr.  of  the  7th  of  May,  and 
compare  what  it  then  said  with  what  it  says 


another  lime. But,  there  is  one  consi- 
deration that  all  these  writers  and  that 
Mr.  Peuceval  seem  wholly  to  overlook, 
and  that  is,  that  this  account  which  is  now 
given  us  of  the  great  strength  of  the  French 
armies  agrees  but  very  badly  with  the  hopes 
held  out  to  us,  of  a  speedy  ejection  of  those 
French  from  the  peni.isuia  ;  for,  if  they  are 
so  strong,  what  reason  have  we  to  suppose 
that  they  will  not  remain  where  they  are  ? 
And,  especially  if  they  are  made  of  that 
sort  of  stuffthat  enables  them  to  spring  op 
in  such  force  after  having  been  so  recently 
annihilated.  Just  a  month  ago  we  were 
told,  that  all  the  French  troops  in  Spain 
were  drawing  together  towards  the  North-; 
preparatory  to  their  evacuating  the  coun- 
try. And  now,  behold  !  up  jump  two 
armies,  both  of  them  said  by  those  same 
writers,  to  be  superior  to  ours  in  numbePi, 
and  stated  by  our  commanders  themselves* 
to  be  vastly  superior  in  cavalry.  It  this 
be  all  true,  then,  what  is  the  use  of  fighting 
with  fellows  like  these.  They  take  as  mucS 
killing  as  a  serpent;  and  if  you  cut  them 
up  into  morsels,  you  must  absolutely  throw 
away  those  morsels,  or,  serpent-like,  they 
re-unite  and  come  at  you  again.  They 
appear  to  possess  the  powers  of  necro- 
mancy. They  assume  all  sorts  of  shapes 
and  qualities.  Sometimes,  th^y  cut  and 
slash  about  them  with  the  arm  of  flesh ; 
and  at  others,  they,  like  ghosts,  elude 
our  grasp  and  even  our  sight,  a  remarkable 
instance  of  which  was  afforded  us  by  Ge- 
NERAi,  Brennier,  whose  affair  I  do  not  6b- 
serve  to  have  been  mentioned  in  the  Ho- 
nourable    House. With   such   fellows 

what  arc  we  to  do?  They  are  conjurers;  or, 
at  least,  if  they  arc  not,  our  venal  news- 
papers  are   liars. The    French    were, 

too,  we  are  told,  superior  in  Artillery  at 
Albuera.  How  very  surprizing  this  is  1 
We,  observe,  were  beginning  a  siege  of  a 
great  town  ;  and  yet  we  had  not  artillery 
equal  to  the  enei.'iy,  who,  in  the  course  of 
5  days,  or  6  days  almost,  had  brought  his 
army  all  the  way  from  Seville,  a  distance  of 
'f'ore  ihaTf  a  hnndredmiles .'  What  devils  these 
Frenchmen  must  be  !  Marshal  Beresford 
tells  us,  that  Soult  marched  from  Seville  on 
the  lOih  ;  the  battle  wasfougkt  on  the  16th ; 
and  the  distance  is  about  130  English  miles. 
Here  was  a  distance  of  more  than  'JO 
miles  a  day  to  go  for  6  days  running  and 
to  get  along  cannon,  ammunition,  provi- 
sions, and  every  thing  necessary  for  the 
support  of  an  army.      And  yet  we  are 
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told,  not  only  that  Souk  had  Artillery  ; 
but  that  he   was  superior  to  us  m  that  sort 

of   arm. There   was    our  army    upon 

the  spot;  it  had  no  fatigues!  rciierUiy  un- 
tlergone  ;  it  had  all  possible  advantages; 
it  had  ils  ground  to  choose  ;  it  did,  in  fact, 
place  itself  behind  a  river  ;  it  had  time  fur 
every  thing  ;  and,  this  army,  so  rested,  so 
situated,  so  prepared  and  so  provided,  was  at- 
tacked by  an  army  who  had  just  performed  a 
inarch  of  1 30  miles  in  the  space  of  6  days. 
And  yet  Mr.  PEncEVAL  is  reported  to  have 
talked   of  the  disadvantages  under    which 

the  allies  laboured  ! While,  however, 

this  gentleman  is  talking  in  a  very  loud 
strain  about  owr  victory,  he  discovers  some 
apprehension,  that  the  enemy  will  also 
boast  of  victory  ;  and,  therefore,  after  the 
manner  of  Nisi  Prius  pleading,  he  very 
judiciously  anticipates  master  Soult.  'ihe 
words  of  this  part  of  his  speech  are  wor- 
thy of  particular  notice.  "  But,"  says 
he,  "  in  the  circumstances  of  this  action, 
*'  there  are  some  particulars,  which  may 
"  afford  the  enemy  a  jnetext  to  claim  a  victory. 
*'  In  the  charge  which  the  Brigade  of  Co- 
"  lonel  Colborne  sustained  from  the  Polish 
«<  Cavalry,  the  three  regiments  of  vvhiqh 
"  it  was  composed,  undoubtedly  lost  their 
"  colours.  The  colours  of  one  of  them 
"  were  afterwards  recovered,  one  standard 
"  retaken  from  the  enemy,  and  ihs  other 
*'  preserved  for  his  corps  in  an  exemplary 
"  manner  by  the  gallant  officer  who  had 
"  the  charge  of  it.  The  colours  of  the 
"  two  other  regiments  undoubtedly  are  in 
•if  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  will,  in  ail 
"  probabiiiiy,   be  made    the  grounds  of  a 

"  claim  of  victory," Theie  must   have 

been  some  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  re- 
porter here;  for  the  confusion  is  maniftst; 
but  at  any  rate,  the  fact  is,  that  thi-. 
standards  of  two  of  our  re:^iments  remain 
vjilh  iks  enemy.  That  is  the  faoi;  and  why 
were  not  these  regiments  named  .?  Why 
are  we  not  to  be  told  these  particulars  as 
well  as  others  ?  Wh}-  did  not  somebod}- 
.cry  out  name!  name!  as  to  this  point? 
Be  this  as  it  may,  however,  the  standards 
of  two  of  our  regiments,  English  regi- 
ments, remained  with  the  enemy;,  and, 
let  il  be  obssived,  that  these  two  regi- 
ments were  thanked  as  well  as  the  rest. 
— — Mr.  Perceval  appears  not  to  have 
followed  up  the  Nisi  Prius  practice  aily 
further,  upon  this  occasion,  than  merely 
anticipating  the  boast  of  the  enemy.  Tiie 
Nisi  Prius  practice  is  generally  not  only 
to  anticipate  what  the  adversary  will  say, 
but  to  answer  him  by  anticipation.    This 


i  it  does  not  appear  that  Mr  Peucevac  did, 
or  even  attempted.  Ht;  merely  sail,  that 
the  enem^'  havnig  actually  cirried  oflthe 
standards  of  two  of  our  regiments,  that 
woukl,  in  all  prohubilily,  be  made  ihe 
grounds  of  a  claim  of  victory. Probabi- 
lity <  Why  probability  ?  Why  not  certain- 
ty ?  Why  should  it  be  supposed  that  Soult 
would  not  boast  of  this  as  a  proof  of  vic- 
tory ?  Bid  not  we  ground  such  a  claim 
upon  the  having  taken  an  Eagle  at  Bar- 
rosa  ?  What  a  noise  did  that  capti^re 
make  !  How  was  the  statement  of  the  fact 
cheered  in  the  Honourable  House !  How 
was  Mr.  Sheridan  overpowered  in  echoing 
the  statement !  The  good  folks,  the  "  most 
"  thinking  people,"  out  of  doors  were  af- 
fected in  as  great  a  degree,  making  al- 
lowance for  the  comparative  coarseness  of 
their  feelings.  What  parade,  what  pomp, 
what  solemnity,  at  the  lodging  of  these 
colours  at  Whitehall  !  What  branches  of 

bay  and  what  airs  oi'victojy. 1  will  put 

this  matter  upon  record  in  its  ofticial  form, 
it  having  been  thus  called   forth  by  the 

speech  of  Mr.  Perceval. Courier,  17 

May,  1811. — "The  Royal  Depositing  of 
"  the  Colours,  taken  from  the  French  by 
"  Gen.  Graham,  will  take  place  to-morrow, 
"the  .18th  inst.  in  Whitehall  Chapel,  by 
"  order  of  the  Prince  Regent. — Brigade 
"  Ordeks.— Parole,  7iOrt07Vi?3^. — The  fol- 
"  lowing  arrangement  is  made  for  the 
"  Ctresnonialof  lodging  the  Standard  and 
"  Colours  taken  from  the  enemy,  in  White- 
"  hall,  on  Saturday,  the  18th  inst.: — His 
•'  Majesty's  Guard  to  be  formed  at  half- 
"  past  ten  in  the  morning,  on  the  Pai  ade, 
"  Hcise-Guards,  and  facing  the  edifice,  as 
"  usual,  in  black  gaiters. — A  detachment 
"  of  Grenadiers,  consisting  of  one  Captain, 
"  three  Subalterns,  four  Serjeants,  and  100 
'>'  Rank  and  File,  from  the  Brigade,  in  full 
"  dress,  will  be  on  the  left  of  the  King's 
"  Guard.— The  Bands  of  the  1st  Regiment 
"  and  Coldstream  to  attend,  and  the  de- 
"  tachment  of  Grenadiers  in  white  gaiters, 
"  and  a  detachment  of  100  rank  and  file, 
"  and  Officers  in  proportion,  in  black 
"  gaiters,  will  parade  at  ten  o'clock,  to 
"  preserve  order,  and  keep  the  way  open 
"  during  the  march  to  Whitehall.  The 
"  recruits  to  attend  to  keep  the  ground 
"  clear  on  the  parade.^ — The  men  of  the 
•*  brigade  off  duty  to  be  formed  on  the  pa- 
"  rade  at  a  quarter  before  ten  o'clock, 
"  with  side-arras  only,  from  whence  they 
"  will  be  marched  on  to  the  Ch  >pel. — A 
"  SPRIG  OF  GRELN  to  be  worn  in  the 
"  hats  of  Officers  and  men.— London  Re- 


1451] 


POLITICAL  REGISTER— Bfl«/d  of  Alhuera. 


ri^53 


•'  CRUITING    OrDEUS,    MaV.15,    1811. lu 

*'  consequence  of  Orders  from  General  liis 
**  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
*•  the  whole  of  the  Slufl"  and  Recruiting 
..*,*, Party  will  assemble  at  Horse  Guards  on 
:*,'  Saturday  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  for 
-**  the  purpose  of  attending  the  cereniony 
*'  of  depositing  the  French  Eagles  at 
*'  V/hitehall. — The  Officers  are  expected 
*'  to  appear  in  ihdr  best  uniforms,  and 
«'  POWDERED,  the  parade  to  be  ready 
"•to  march  off  at  haif-past  ten  o'clock. — 
*'  (Signed)  RoBEiix  Ellis,  Major, — The 
*'  Ceremony  will  be  very  grand,  and  the 
"  martial  mu-ic  appropriate  to  the  ocra- 

'f-sion. May    18.      This  morniug  the 

"  French  Eagles,  taken  in  the  battle  of 
*'  Barrosa,  were  deposited  in  Whitehall 
*'  Chapel.  The  particulars  of  the  Cere- 
«'  n^onial  we  gave  in  our  Pa;>er  yesterday. 
**  The  concotirse  of  spectators  "was  very 
*'  great.  The  Band  of  the  Guards  placed 
."  God  save  the  King,  Rule  Britannia,  and 

"  oi\\e\nalionaitunes" We!l,now,what 

better  answer  does  Mr.  Perceval  want  than 
this  ?  Why  are  net  the  French  to  boast  of 
having  got  our  colours  ?  We  must  expect 
them  to  boast  of  course;  unless,  indeed. 
*'  the  most  thinking  people  in  the  world" 
set  up  pretensions  to  a  monopoly  in  boast- 
ing as  well  as  in  thinking.  They  crowded 
here,  we  see,  in  vast  numbers  to  regale 
their  eyes  with  these  symbols  of  victory, 
sent  home  by  General  Graham;  and  why 
are  they  to  expect,  that  the  French  will 
not  make  as  much  of  the  colours  they 
have  taken  from  us?  We  shall  hardly  say, 
that  to  take  colours  is  no  raricij  to  the 
■  French.  To  say  that  would  not  bespeak 
any  great  overstock  o?  thinking. Nei- 
ther will  it  do  to  tell  us,  that  there  is  no 
merit  in  taking  colours,  unless  those  who 
take  them  retaia  ths  ground  they  fight  on  ; 
for,  we  all  know  weU,  that  General  Gra- 
ham did  not  retain  the  ground  he  fought 
on,  but  got  away  from  it  ns  fast  as  nos.«iHe 
and  went  over  into  the  Isle  of  Leon.  Yet, 
we  called  his  a  victory  ;  and  now  we 
claun  the  victory,  because  the  French  did 
not  keep  the  fieJd.  General  Graham  wai 
thankcdby  the  Honourable  House;  he  was 
praisL^d  in  scores  of  columns  of  our  ne-.vs- 
papers;  bombastical  prose  and  doggerel 
poetry  poured  forth  their  souls  iu  his 
praise  ;  it  was  lamented  that  the  Restric- 
tions prevented  the  Prince  from  making 
hira  mto  a  Lord  ;  and  it-was  even  stated, 


in  th^  I 
ness  h, 

hand. 


at  'kis  Royal  High' 

Jkiity^^M'   his  own 

ja^^as  sfjon  as 


he  was  in  a  state  to  bestow  it !  This  is 'all 
well  knov.n  to  be  true.  And,  shall  we, 
then,  pretend,  that  we  ought  to  conclude 
that  Soult  can  hive  gained  no  victory, 
merely  because  he  relnattd  of tcr  the  battle  ? 
What  assurance,  what  intolerable,  what 
disgusting  impudence  we  must  have,  to 
pretend  this,  at  the  very  moment,  in  the 
very  same  breath,  when  we  are  i)oasting 
of  the  victories  of  Talavera,  Busago,  and 

Barrosa  ? Mr,  Perceval,  after  having 

staled  the  fact  about  the  colours,  flies  oiF 
to  the  curious  adventures  of  Ensigns  Tho- 
mas and  Walsh;  but,  why  did  he  not  go  on 
to  shew,  that  the  claim  of  the  French  to 
victory,  groimded  on  the  capture  of  our 
colours,  would  be  ill-founded?  He  should 
have  done  this,  or  else  he  should  have 
held  his  tongue  upon  the  subject  of  the 
anticipated  claim  of  ihe^  French  ;  for, 
by  leaving  the  aiiticipated  claim  un- 
rebutted,  he  left  us  to  conclude,  of 
course,    that    he     could     not    rebut     it. 

1  should   Content  myself  with  what 

has  been  said,  but  I  am  convinced,  that 
to  place  every  part  of  this  transaction  in  a 
proper  light  is  of  the  greatest  importance, 
seeing  that  upon  these  victories  will  proba- 
bly be  built  projects  of  new  expeditions 
and  wars.  For  this  reason  I  will  go  on 
and  notice  the  particular  adventures,  re- 
lated in  this  speech  of  Mr.  Perceval,  re- 
specting Ensigns  Tiiomas  and  Walsh  and 
Marshal  Beresford,  not  stopping,  in  this 
piace,  to  ask  ho-M  he  came  to  the  knoiukdge 
ofthmn;  who  told  him  about  them ;  see- 
ing that  not  a  word  of  the  miitter  is  to  be 
found  in  the  dispatches,  or  extracts,  of 
dispatches,  published  in  the  Gazette.' 
Ensign  Thomas,  he  tells  us,  "  was  ivr- 
"  rounded  by  the  enemy,  and,  when  asked 
"  to  give  up  his  colours,  answered  :  "  not 
"  but  with  my  lift;   and  his  life  was  the  in^ 

"  stunt  foricit  of  his   refusal." Now, 

who  could  tell  Mr.  Perceval  this.?  Who 
wrote  to  him  about  it  ?  Nay,  who  told,  or 
could    tell,  any  body  of  it?     Who  heard 

the  words  and  saw  the  action  ? Mark, 

this  Ensign  was  surrouudcd  by  the  enemy. 
There  was  no  one  with  him,  then!  Who, 
then,  could  have  brought  the  account  ?  If 
any  of  our  people  were  with  him,  they 
must  have  been  surrounded  too;  and,  of 
cour.-;e,  must  have  been  taken  pmmzers  if 
not  killed;  and^,  in  either  case,  they  could 
not  bring  the  account.  Did  some  of  the 
enemy  lei!  the  tale  ?  Tiirough  what 
channel  did  they  communicate  it  ?  For, 
they  would  hardly  come  and  be  taken 
prisoners  for  the  mere  pleasure  of  giving 
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vs  a  satisfactory  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  Ensign  Thomas  came  l)y  his 
c[ea-th.  It  is  possible,  indeed,  that  those 
of  the  enemy  who  surrounded  and  killed 
Ensign  Thomas  were  afterwards  taken  hy 
our  peojjje,  and  that  they  then  related  lo 
OUT  army  the  story  which  was  re-told  by 
Mr.  Perceval.  This,  indeed,  appears  to 
me  to  be  the  onU'^  possible  way  in  which 
the  intelligence  could  have  reached  our 
arm}',  that  is  to  say,  unless  we  believe  in 
supernatural  agency.  And,  here  again 
our  faith  is  put  to  a  pretty  severe  test ; 
for,  let  it  be  observed,  that  the  Eilsigii 
Iiiust  have  given  his  refusal  in  the  French 
language,  or  the  French  soldier  must  have 
■understood  the  English  language.  So  that, 
for  there  to  be  a  possibilitt/  of  this  story 
being  true;  I  say  a  possihiUty;  for  there 
to  be  a  posaibility  of  its  being  true,  there 
must  have  been  this  almost  miraculous 
coincidence :  Ensign  Thomas  must  have 
been  killed  by  a  Erenchman  who  was 
afterwards  taken  by  our  army  ;  that 
Frenchman  must  have  understood  English 
or  Ensign  Thomas  must  have  spoken  in 
French ;  am!,  lastly,  the  said  Frenchman, 
so  taken,  must  have  thought  it  prudent  in 
him  to  tell  our  people  that  he  had  killed 
one  of  our  oiTicers  with  his  own  hand. 
This,  as  I  said  before,  is  possible;  but, 
what  degree  of  probability  tiiere  is  in  it  I 
will  leave  "  this  most  thinking  people"   to 

decide. Ensign  JValah's  affair  is,  if  pos- 

,sib!e,  stili  more  wonderful.  Mr.  Perceval 
said,  that  "  Ensign  ¥/'a!ah,  hariag  the.staff 
**  of  the  colours  broken  by  ^cannon  ball, 
"  which  also  severely  wounded  himself, 
"  fell  upon  the  field  of  battle,  and,  more 
"  anxious  about  the  precious  charge  than 
"  for  himself,  contrived  to  separate  the 
*' Jlag  from  the  remnant  of  the  staff,  and 
"  secured  it  w  hia  bosom,  from  which  he  afier- 
"  wards  produced  it,  when  his  wounds  were 

"dressed   after  the   battle." Reader, 

do  you  consider  of  what  nature  is  the 
blow  of  "  a  cannon  ball  ?  Suppose  your- 
self with  a  staff  eight  feet  long  in  your 
hands,  with  a  flag  hanging  from  the  top 
half  of  it ;  suppose  this  flag  held  up  before 
you ;  do  you  conceive  how  a  cannon 
ball  could  strike  it  without  fetching  off  your 

arms  ? But,  what  part  of  the  staff  was 

hit  by  the  ball  ?  The  part  above  the  En- 
sign's head  to  be  sure,  else  the  ball  would 
have  cut  his  body  asunder.  Now,  then, 
imagine  yourself  standing  with  such  a 
thing  in  your  hands,  and  then  imagine 
the  effect  of  a  cannon  ball  in  striking  the 
staff.     Would  not  the  staff  give  you  such 


a  blow  upon  the  head  or  shoulder  as  to 
leave  but  little  life  in  you  ?  Well,  but 
Ensign  Walsh  was  wounded  by  the  ball. 
Yes,  but  he  found  the  broken  staff  laying 
by  the  side  of  him,  and,  who  does  not 
perceive,  that  a  blow  of  a  cannon  ball 
would  have  driven  the  staff  away  to  per- 
haps several  hundreds  of  yards  distance  ; 
and,  how,  then,  wn.s  the  wounded  man 
(who  was  found,  mind,  upon  the  ground 
unable  to  get  away),  how  was  he  to  get 
at  the  stair  to  take  the  flag  from  it?  Ob- 
serve, too,  that  this  Mr.  Walsh  must  also 
have  been  alone  when  this  happened  to 
him  ;  for,  otherwise,  some  one  would 
have  taken  the  colours  up  for  him.  And, 
it  is  a  little  odd,  that  a  man  with  a  stand- 
ard in  his  hand  should  be  straggling 
about  by  hmiself  Colours  are  always 
placed  in  the  centre  of  the  regiment  and 
guarded  by  a  select  body  of  men  ;  and, 
before  colours  can  be  thus  exposed,  there 
must  be  a  7'oute,  a  complete  rottte,  all 
must  be  in  confusion,  and  the  "  devil 
"  take  the  hindmost"  must  be  the  word. 

In  ihcf  rst  place,  then,  for  this  story 

to  be  true.  Ensign  Walsh  must  have  been 
alone,  or,  at  least,  in  company  with  none 
but  dead  men,  else  some  one  would  have 
taken  up  the  colours  for  him;  secondly, 
the  cannon  ball  must  have  been  very  sin- 
gular in  its  etliscts  to  strike  the  staff  in  his 
hand  without  killing  hin>  ;  and  thirdly,  it 
must  have  been  a  most  wonderful  cannon 
ball  to  have  hit  the  staff  in  his  hand  and 
broken  it  without  driving  it  to  a  distance 
from  the  spot;  a  marvellously  civil  can- 
non ball  to  strike  a  staff  and  break  it,  and 
then  lay  the  parts  down  upon  the  ground 
just  on  the  spot  where  the  blow  was 
given;  a  miraculously  polite  cannon  ball! 

Nevertheless,    the    thing    is  possible; 

or,  at  least,  it  may  possibly  be  possible, 
though  to  my  dim  intellectual  vision  the 
possibility  is  not  visible;  but,  this  I  must 
say,  that,  if  I  had  taken  a  Frenchman  with 
his  colours  crammed  under  his  clothes, 
I  should  have  suspected,  that  finding  him- 
self alone  and  not  able  to  defend"  himself  if 
attacked  and  seeing  himself  exposed  in  a 
ten-fold  degree  by  having  the  colours  in 
his  hands;  I  should  have  suspected,  that, 
under  such  circumstances,  he  had  cut  the 
flag  off  and  thus  hid  it  from  the  enemy. 

^^I  shall,  I  know,  be  tuld,  that,  by  its 

cheers,  the  Honourable  House  expressed 
its  belief  in  the  story  of  Mr.  Perceval; 
upon  which  I  have  only  to  remark,  that 
that  Honourable  body  of  men  frequently 
see  things  in  a  light  very  different  indeed 
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from  that  inwkich  the  same  things  strike  j  slay  hire.     Intoxication  rpean;  a  state  «f 


me. We  now  come  to  the  perilous  ad 

venture  of  Marshal  Beiesford  himself,  which 
ig  thus  related  ia  the  reported  speech  of 
our  Minister.  "  One  of  the  Polish  horse- 
*'  men,  separated  from  his  corps,  and  un- 
"  supported  hy  any  oihtrg,  upj)roached  so 
"  near  Marshal  Beresford  ;  either  from  the 
"  effects  of  intoxication,  or  the  phrenzt/  of 
"  military  enthusiasm,  as  to  aim  a  blow  at 
'f  his  life.  The  General,  anxious  only  to 
"  preserve  the  life  qf  the  man,  evaded  the 
"  blow  by  his  dexterity,  and,  availing  hira- 
"  self  of  his  superior  strength,  pulled  him 
"  to  the  ground  ;  but,  no  sooner  was  he 
"  perceived  still  meditating  a  blow  at  the 
"  General,  than  he  was  instantly  dis. 
"  patched  by  one  of  his  orderlies."  '  Upon 
this,  it  is  stated,  that  the  Honourable 
House  exclaimed  "hear!  hear!  hear!" 
It  is  added,  that  Mr.  Perceval  said,  "  that 
*'  he  mentioned  this  only  to  show,  that  this 
"  unforeseen  accident  might  have  deprived 
"  the  country  of  the  services  of  this  gal- 

"  lant  officer." Yes,  but  what  was  the 

use  of  this  ?  PVhy  shew  us  this  ?  There  re- 
quires no  conjuror  to  tell  us,  that  we  may 
lose  any  thing  or  any  body  from  an  un- 
forseen  accident.  There  was  no  feat  of 
valour  performed  in  this  case,  ej^cept  by 
the  Frenchman.  The  Marshal  appears  to 
have  been  surrounded  by  attendants  and 
guards.  As  to  his  having  ^no  anxiety  about 
any  thing  hut  preserving  the  life  of  the  mem, 
I  can  only  say,  that,  if  ii  was  so,  it  was  a 
very  rare  instance  of  magnanimity  ;  and, 
that  I  do  not  wish  to  deprive  the  Marshal 
of  the  honour,  though  I  must  say,  that  I 
do  not  see  how  Mr.  Perceval  could  possi- 
bly have  ascertained  the  fact,  except  he 
had  received  the  assurance  of  it  from  the 
Marshal  himself,  who  alone  could  know 
what  was   passing  in  his  own   mind. 


But,  what  did  Mr.  Ptirceval  mean  by  the 
"  zntoxication,"  or  "  phrtnzy,"  by  «  hich  the 
French,  or  Polish,  horseman  was  inspired  ? 
Are  we  to  gather  from  this,  tliat  the  man 
wag  drunk  or  vmd  ?  h  is  reported  of  George 
H,  thai  some  OJje  having  (old  him,  that 
General  Wolfe  \v  js  Jtiad,  he  said  :  "  I  wish 
"  he  would  bite  s(  me  of  my  other  com- 
"  matiuers."  And,  suri  ly  the  bite  of  this 
man  a)ust  be  (xteileiit  in  any  .rmy  ;  for 
a  uraver  action  ha-  seldom  been  heard  of, 
H>  was  "  sep(irated from  any  others"  That 
is  .o  .iay,  he  ru.ihei!  forward  alone,  and  in 
that  s.ate  ^attacked  our  Commander  in 
Chief,  though  surrounded  by  guar<Ls  and 
atrendantu;  and,  even  when  he  was  uh- 
horsed,   perse¥ere4   in   hjs  endeavours  to 


drunkenness,  and  phrenzy  means  a   state  of 
madness;  but,  to  say   that  the   man  was 
drunk  (K"  mad  is  surely  not  to  do  justice  to 
him.     If  he  was  drunk,  why,  then,   the 
whole  of  the  French  army  may  be  thought 
to  have  been  drunk;  and,  then,  see  where 
we  arc    led  lo:   our  two  colours  and  our 
missing  men  were  carried  oiF  by  a  drunketi 
enemy.     Sl)cidd  this  prove  to   have  beea 
the  real  fact,  it  would  net  be  amiss  to  find 
out  what  sort  of  liquor  the  French  GeneraU 
give  to  their  troops.     Oh,  iio  !    drunkards 
never  yet  won  a  battle.    Drunkjirds  never 
yet  did   any  thing  praisev.'orthy.       The 
courage  inspired  by  drink  was  never  yet 
of  any  value.     The  enemy  was  sober,  we 
may  be  assured,  and  this  Polish  horseman 
was  as  sober  as  the   best  of  them.     He 
risked  a   great  deal,  to  be  sure,  but  wb 
ought  now  to  say,  or  insinuate,  that  it  was 
not  valour  which  urged  him   forward  to 
that  risk.- 1   now  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion   of    this   speed),   the    substance    of 
which  I  shall  briefly  state. — - — Mr.  Pek- 
CEVAL  begged  the  House  to  allow  him  to 
allude  to  the  7no7-al   consequences  of  this 
great   victory,  and   said,  that  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  late  movements  of  the  French, 
against  us  proceeded  from  despair;  that  he 
had    to  acquaint  the   Honourable    House, 
that  it  was  now  ascertained,  that  Marshal 
Soult,  previous  to  the   battle,  had   issued 
boasting   proclamations;    that  while   this 
victory  raised  the  spirit  of  the  allies,  it  must 
lower  the  tone  and  pretensions  of  the  ener 
my ;  that  itjuust  be  considered  as  opening  a 
new  an<l  flattering  prospect  to  us  in  the  pen- 
insula ;  that  Napoieon  would  not  find  it  easy 
to  send  a  large  body  of  troops  into  the  pen- 
insula, especially  as  there  was  a  prospect 
that  he  might   have  employment   for  so 
many  of  his  forces  elsewhere  ;   that,  when 
he  (Perceval)  looked  at  the  grievous  dis- 
appointment of  the  enemy,  he  could  not 
think  that  he  enteitaintd  any  exaggt rated 
confidence  in  the  operations  of  the  war  ; 
that,  whether  hi.-,  pieasing  ho);es  were  well- 
founded  he  would  leave  tht  public  to  decide; 
but,  that,   whatever  mii>hl  bt  the  Joundation 
of  his  hopes,  "  he  pruyea  God,  in  whose 
"  disposal    the  issue  of    all  contests  was 
"  placed,    to    grant    that    tlicy   should    be 
"  realiztd." — ■■ — Pious  to  the  last!    H'hatr 
ever  mii^ht  he  the  fuunduliou  of  his  hupt  s,  he 
prayed  God  to  let  tht.m  be  realized,     i  re-r 
meiiiber  a  prayer  of  some  peo|'le  in  the 
Critic,   I  thmk   it  was,   where  those  who 
f  ray  are  about  to  enter  upon  a  war,  and 
tlie  objcgi  of  their  supplication  not  being 
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very  clear  ia  theif  own  minds,  they  pray 
ihat  whatever  they  undertake,  a  blessing 
may  he  conferred  upon  their  endeavours, 
and  that  whatever  means  they  use,  those 
means  niay  be  sanctified.  I  was  a  boy 
when  I  saw  this;  but  1  never  shall  forget 
how  earnest  they  all  looked  up  towards 
the  top  of  the  playhouse.  But,  I  think, 
one  ought  to  look  a  little  at  the  foundation 
of  any  hope,  before  one  prays  to  have  that 
hope  realized.  A  man  ought,  indeed,  to 
be  very  clear  as  to  such  foundation  before 
he  puis  vjp  such  prayer  ;  and,  I  cannot 
help  thinking,  that,  in  this  part  of  the  re- 
port, Mr.  Perceval's  speech  must  have 
been  iTiisrepresenled.  Indeed,  I  do  not 
give  the  speech  as  his.  It  is  a  thing  which 
1  have  found  published  in  the  Courier 
nens-paper,  under  his  name,  and  as  such, 
finding  in  it  matter  that  called  for  com- 
mentary, I  have  commented  upon  it.  It 
may  be  a  fictitious  speech  for  any  thing 
that  I  know  to  the  contrary  ;  but,  with 
Mr.  Perceval's  name  to  it,  it  would,  of 
course,  have  more  weight  than  if  it  had 
no  sanction  but  that  of  the  Editor ;  and, 
therefore,  I  have  paid  more  attention  to  it, 
seeing  that  I  think  it  likely  to  lead  to 
great  errors  and  mischief  to  the  country, 

if  suffered  to  pass  unnoticed. Themain 

tendency  of  it  is  to  cause  people  to  be- 
lieve, that  we  shall  have  little  difficulty  in 
beating  the  French  in  Spain  and  Portugal ; 
and,  my  opinion  i?  that  we  shall  tind 
gi'eat  dithculty  in  doing  that.  If  I  am 
right  in  this  opinion,  then  would  the  na- 
tion be  disappointed  in  being  led  to  ex- 
pect an  easy  task  iii  accomplishing  the 
oi)ject ;  and,  all  the  world  knows  how 
fatal  are  the  effects  of  such  disappoint- 
ment. For  this  reason,  amongst  many 
others,  the  people  of  everv  countr}'  at  war, 
ought  to  have  the  truth  and  theti?/io/e  truth 
told  them  as  to  all  the  actions  and  opera- 
tions of  the  war.  It  has  been  remarked 
of  the  English,  that  they  are  more  easily 
elated  as  well  as  dt'pressed  fchan  most  other 
nations.  Alternate  elation  and  depression 
are  extremely  injurious  at  all  times,  and 
especially  at  a  time  like  this,  when  there 
is  not  the  most  distant  prospect  of  a  ter- 
mination of  the  war. 

Vice  Admiralty  Courts. In  ano- 
ther part  of  this  Number  will  be  found  a 
brief  account  of  what  passed  in  the  Ho- 
nourable House  on  the  7th  instant  upon 
the  subject  of  the  conduct  and  charges  of 
the  law  officers  in  the  courts  of  Vice  Ad- 
miralty, on  ^  naoiiou  of  Lord  Cochrane 
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for  papers  relative  to  the  Court  at  Malta. 
Surely  such  things  were  never  beard  of 
before  in  the  whole  world.  The  relation 
really  seems  like  a  dream.  I  trust  his 
lordship  will  follow  up  this  motion  by 
some  very  serious  proceedirg;  for,  that 
such  things  should  be  suffered  to  exist, 
when  once  they  come  to  be  fully  exposed, 
is  not  to  be  believed.  The  whole  Naval 
Service,  and,  of  course,  the  nation  at  large, 
of  which  that  service  is  one  of  the  chief 
bulwarks,  are  indebted  to  Lord  Cochrane, 
who,  with  his  usual  perseverance  and  dis- 
regard of  self-interest,  has  pursued  this 
object  for  so  long  a  time,  and,  1  trust,  now 
witii  a  fair  prospect  of  final  success.  At 
any  rate,  the  facts  will  noxv  be  made  knovm  ; 
and,  when  that  is  done,  the  rest  must  be 
left  to  time. 

Parliamp.ntaky  Reform. A  Meet-- 

ing  of  Parliamentary  Reformers  took 
place  yesterday  at  tlie  Freemason's  Ta= 
vern,  Sir  John  Throckmorton,  Bart,  in 
the  Chair.  The  report  of  the  proceedings 
are  this  day  published  at  great  length  in 
all  the  news-papers.  These  proceedings 
exhibit  a  very  lively  picline  of  the  inte- 
rest excited  by  the  all-m-all  question. 
There  appears  to  have  been  great  freedom 
of  discussion.  The  gtntlemen  assembled 
evid(  ntly  were  men  in  earnest.  It  was  not 
an  assemblage  of  dull,  siupid,  PACKED 
people,  whose  object  was  to  carry  on  a 
nham  discussion,  and  to  decide  as  their 
leaders  had  previously  resolved,  right  or 
wrong,  wise  or  foolish ;  not  a  set  of  fellows 
ready  to  shout  out  that  black  was  white, 
or  white  was  black,  as  they  might  be 
commanded.  But  a  meeting  of  men  ca- 
pable of  distintruishiiig  between  right  and 
wrong,  and   lice  to   follow  the  dictates  of 

their   minds. There   appears   to  have 

been  some  difference  of  opinion  ex- 
pressed; and  so  thej"e  must  be,  where 
men  are  not  packed  ;  but,  the  differences 
were  only  such  as  served  to  show  the 
independence  of  mind  of  the  parties  pre- 
sent. Their  Resolutions  1  shall  insert  ano- 
ther time  ;  but,  indeed,  with  the  cause 
every  man  is  now  well  acquainted;  and, 
wiih  that  support  which  I  am  confident  it 
will  meet  with  from  the  Prince  Regent, 
th'At  cause,  the  cause  of  the  King  and 
people,  will  and  must  ultimately  prevail. 
Thrre  will  require  perseverance.  Talent 
and  zeal  and  experience  will  all  be  want- 
ii;g ;  but,  the  quality  never  to  be  lost 
sight  of  is  Perseverance,  an  example,  such, 
p».riiap?,  as  the  world  nevtr  before  exhi- 
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bited,  the  Reformers  hare  in  Major  Cart- 
wright,  the  autli(ir  of  the  Westmin- 
ster Address  to  the  Prince  Regent,  the 
publishing  of  which  Address  in  the  Ga- 
zette has  excited  towaids  ILs  Royal  High- 
ness the    gratitude  of  huiidreds  of  thou 
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gaged — the  defence  of  the  oppressed 
people  of  the  Peninsula,  against  the  most 
grinding  system  of  tyranny  and  oppres- 
sion to  which  any  nation  had  ever  been  ex- 
posed. He  had  on  this  happ}"^  occasion 
to  enrol  upon  the  illustrious  ii.st  of  those 
heroes  who  had  signalised  their  valour 
and  skill  in  their  country's  service,  the 
names  of  General  Beresford,  who  so  ably 
commanded  the  allied  army  at  Albuera, 
and  of  the  other  OlTicevs,  whose  eminent 
merits  contributed  to  the  brilliant  victory 
obtained  in  that  part  of  the  Peninsula. 
To  himself  it  was  grateful,  as  he  was  con- 
vinced it  would  be  satisfactory  to  every 
Geniieraan  who  heard  him,  and  to  the 
country,  that,  although  they  might  feel  a 
pride  in  contemplating  the  accumulated 
glories  and  honours  acquired  by  particular 
Generals,  yet  the  Country  could  reflect 
with  exultation  that  it  was  not  to  one  or 
two  Generals  they  could  look  with  con- 
fidence for  signal  talents  and  heroic 
achievements  in  the  field,  but  that  the 
Country  had  several  Generals  competent  to 
7Heet  anj/  General  of  France,  ixith  an  army 
7iear!j/  equal  in  numbers,  not  only  with  glory 
to  themselves,  but  with  defeat  to  their  ene- 
mies. Ittvas  7'cmarlcab!e,  thai,  in  the  short 
period  of  the  present  Session,  this  was  the 
third  time  when  it  had  become  his  duty 
to  bring  the  eminent  services  of  the  Army 
under  the  considtiralion  of  the  House,  in- 
troductory of  a  vote  of  its  thanks,  the 
highest  honour  "it  could  bestow.  And 
here,  he  trusted,  that  the  House  would  do 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  the  justice  to  al- 
low, that  they  had  not  studiously  taken 
the  advantage  of  gallant  exploits  oi'  ant; 
equivocal  character  or  inferior  importance, 
to  call  upon  the  House  for  its  thanks, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  indirect 
attestation  of  their  own  merits 
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sands  of  the  best  men  in  the  kingdom, 
men  who  will  never  be  found  crawling  at 
his  court,  but  whom  he  will  always  find 
ready  to  stand  by  him  in  the  field.  The 
publishing  of  this  Address  must  have  been 
the  act  of  His  Royal  Highness.  We  re- 
ceive it  from  him  as  an  earnest  of  his  dis- 
position in  favour  of  Reform  ;  and,  for  my 
part,  while  I  see  m.^.iks  so  manifest  of  such 
a  disposition  in  His  Royal  Highness,  I 
shall  not  be  disposed  severely  to  criticfse 
any  of  the  minor  acts  in  the  exercise  of 
his  power,  being  confident  that  he  will 
never  use  that  power  for  the  oppression  of 
any  part  of  the  people. 
W 
State  Prison,  Neii'gatc, 
Tuesday,  1 1  tk  June,   1811. 

JBATTLE  OF  ALBUERA. 
Report  of  JlTr.  Perceval's  Speech  in  moving 
the  Thanks  of  the  Honourable  House  to 
MarsLil  Beresford,  Sfc. — June  Ith,  1811. 
•  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
observing,  that,  according  to  the  course 
of  proceeding  adopted  by  the  House  in 
the  present  Session,  Orders  of  the  Day 
were  to  have  precedence  of  motions  on 
this  day,  still  felt  a  conviction,  that  the 
motion  which  lie  had  to  make,  recog- 
nising the  merits  of  the  General,  the 
Officers,  and  gallant  army  engaged  in 
the  battle  of  Albuera,  would  be  al- 
lowed by  the  House  to  take  precedence 
of  any  oth-ir  business.  (Hear,  hear !)  He 
collected  from  this  cheer  an  admission  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  and  >hould  there- 
"fare  proceed.  Now  again  he  felt  himself 
plated  in  the  situation,  in  which  he  had 
imposed  upon  hiin  tlie  agieeable  duty, 
■which  several  lin;es  duriiig  the  present 
Scolon  he  had  had  to  perform,  of  present- 
ing to  the  coiLsideraiJon  of  tiie  House  the 
eminent  services  of  the  British  and  Al- 
lied armies — services  which  had  been  so 
frequenUy  crowned  witii  the  most  signal 
and  brilliant  success.  He  had  again  to 
bring  ur.der  tlie  notice,  and  recommend 
to  the  attention  and  approbation  of  that 
House,  the  meritorious  conduct  of  the 
•officers  and  men  of  that  army,  who  had 
so  nobly  distinguished  themselves  in  the 
glorious  cause  in  which  they   were  en-; 


nd  exer- 
tion? in  providing  the  means  of  accom- 
plishing such  sui-cejses.  The  Houso 
would,  therefore,  he  was  fully  persuaded, 
give  them  credit  for  not  having  multi- 
plied their  applications  to  parliament  for 
the  high  honour  of  tneir  thanks  to  re- 
ward eminent  military  services,  with  any 
such  paltry  view.  No,  it  was  a  duty  im- 
posed upon  them  ly  the  blessings  of  Provi- 
dence, which  enabled  his  Maje.siy's  forces  to 
achieve  in  the  short  period  whrch  had 
elapsed  of  the  present  campaign,  more 
signal  and  glorious  successes  than  had 
been  heretofore  obtained  in  almost  any 
space  of  a  tedious  and  protracted  war. 
(Hear.)  Sure  he  was  that  upon  this 
poiutt^  House  would  be  more  disposed 
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to  censure  the  conduct  of  Ministers  for 
having  been  -too  sparini^  in  their  applica- 
tions, tor  having  wiililu'ld  the  thanks  of 
that  House  fiosn  aicritorious  services,  than 
to  'com(>lain  oi  their  having  multiplied 
too  much  the  instances  in  which  they 
called  upon  the  House  to  record  their 
high  approbation  of  the  gallnntry  and 
good  conduct  of  their  brave  ofiiccrs  and 
troops.  He  need  not  here  allude  to  the 
capture  of  the  island  of  Banda  in  a  most 
romantic  and  chivalrous  stile  by  a  small 
but  heroic  band  ;  an  enierprize  entitled 
to  rank  for  decision  and  intrepidity  with 
any  to  be  found  in  the  annals  of  military 
achievements.  Neither  need  he  point  out 
the  masterly,  gallant  manner  in  which 
the  conquest  of  the  islands  of  Bourbon  and 
Mauritius  had  been  accomplished ;  an 
object  of  so  much  importance,  not  only 
from  the  annoyance  which  they  enabled 
the  enemy  to  give  to  British  commerce, 
but  from  the  anxiety  which  every  Minis- 
ter of  this  country  had  manifested  to  ob- 
tain possession  of  them.  J'he  House 
would  acquit  Ministers  of  any  anxiety  to 
drag  before  their  view  services,  however 
important,  which  may  admit  of  doubt  as  to 
their  claim  to  the  thanks  of  rarliament.  The 
occasions  to  which  he  had  alluded  particu- 
larly, as  having  submitted  for  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Hdusc,  were  the  gallant  es- 
ploiis  performed  in  the  Peninsula;  from 
the  glories  of  the  victory  of  Busa90,  ob- 
tained by  Lord  Wellington  in  his  retreat 
to  his  lines,  to  what  surpassed  all — the 
important  victory  at  Almeida.  Under  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  would  be 
admitted  that  they  had  rather  abstained 
from  overloading  the  Journals  %vith  Votes  of 
Thanks,  than  unnecessarily  squandered 
that  proud  distinction;  and  if  any  Gen- 
tleman were  to  criticise  their  conduct, 
his  anitnadversion  would  be  directed  to 
their  forbearance,  at  a  period  when  sccrce 
a  day  passed  without  an  expectation  of  some 
victory;  which  expectation  was  uniformly 
realized  by  the  next  accounts.  In  short, 
such  a  tide  and  flood  oj  victory  fluved  in  oitr 
favour,  that  oi' o\ir  army  it  might  be  said, 
as  of  an  army  of  old, 

"  Ilostis  nihil  a'.iud  est  nisi  perpetua  gloriae  mate- 
ria vcitroj.'' 

The  enemy,  by  the  incessant  victories 
-gained  over  them  seemed  to  serve  only  as  a 
fund  to  supply  materials  for  the  accumulating, 
glories  of  the  British  army.  He  had  only 
to  refer  to  the  manner  in  which  the  former 
votes  had  been  received,  to  shew  that  he 
had  not   been  Javish   in  bringiog   these 
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votes  forward.-— Havin cr  sljted  thus  mSch 
as  to  the  circumstances  in  which  he 
brought  forward  the  motion  of  this  night, 
he  .'jhould  proceed  next  to  stale  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  action  to  which  his  mo- 
tion applied.  It  appeared  by  the  dis- 
patches, that  General  Beresford  was  en- 
gaged in  the  siege,  when  he  received  in- 
telligence that  Marshal  Soult,  having  col- 
lected from  the  corps  of  Victor,  Sebas- 
lianj,  and  from  the  interior  of  Spain,  all 
the  force  which  he  could  assemble,  had 
broken  up  on  the  10//*  of  May  from  Sc- 
rnlle,  to  march  to  the  relief  of  Badajozr, 
Upon  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  it  ap- 
peared that  he  considered  how  he  should 
meet  the  attack;  whether  he  should  raise 
the  siege  of  Badajoz  and  wait  the  attack 
of  soult,  or  provide  for  both  objects. 
He  determined  to  prepare  for  the  attack, 
lest  by  endeavouring  to  attend  also  to  the 
siege,  lie  might  risk  the  loss  of  both  ob- 
jects. He  then  took  up  a  position  on  the 
river  Albuera,  where  he  was  joined  in  the 
evening  preceding  the  action  by  the  al- 
lied force  under  Generals  Blake  and  Cas- 
tanos,  in  pursuance  of  a  previous  arrange- 
ment with  those  officers ;  and  it  was  not 
till  the  morning  of  the  day  on  which  the 
battle  was  fought  that  he  was  joined  by 
the  corps  under  General  Cole,  which  had 
been  left  to  cover  the  conveyance  of  the 
heavy  ordnance  and  stores  from  before 
Badajoz  to  Elvas.  The  Right  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman then  proceeded  to  detail  from  the 
official  dispatches,  the  order  of  battle— 
the  Spaniards  on  the  hill  on  the  right. 
General  Stuart's  division  on  the  left  of 
them,  and  General  Hamilton's  on  the  left 
of  General  Stuart's.  The  enemy  made  a 
demonstration  on  the  left  of  them,  and 
taking  advantage  of  the  weather,  which 
masked  his  operations,  directed  the  main 
body  of  his  force  and  all  his  attention  to 
an  attack  upon  the  position  occupied  by 
the  Spaniards  on  the  right.  The  Spanish 
troops  resisted  this  concentrated  attack 
with  intrepidity  and  courage,  but  were  at 
length  obliged  to  give  way  to  superior 
forces,  and  were  driven  from  the  hill.  ■  To 
the  ^immortal  honour,  however,  of  these 
gallant  troops,  they  rallied  at  tiie  bottom 
of  the  hill,  turned  upon  the  enemy,  and 
kept  them  in  check  by  their  fire,  till 
the  brigade  of  Lieut. -Colonel  Coibourne 
came  to  their  support.  The  brigade  of 
General  Cole  was  stationed  in  the  rear  of 
the  Spaniards.  The  brigade  of  Colonel 
Coibourne,  not  being  able  to  dislodge  the 
enemy  from  their  position  by  their  fire. 
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charge  them  with  the 
bayouet :  and  it  was  in  this  charge  that 
that  brigade,  consisting  of  three  regi- 
ments, sutiered  so  severely  from  an  un- 
expected cliarge  by  a  division  of  Polish 
cavaUy.  A  small  regiment,  the  3 1st, 
kept  this  cavalry  in  check,  uU  the  brigade 
of  General  Hoghton  came  up;  wheir  that 
brave  and  distinguished  officer  fell, 
cheering  his  men  to  the  charge.  Whilst 
stating  this  circumstance,  he  trusted  the 
House  would  agree  with  him  as  to  the 
propriety  of  marking  their  admiration  of 
the  glorious  circurn-.tanct's  cf  his  death, 
by  erecting  a  monument  to  the  hero  at 
tlie  public  expence;  at  once  a  testimony 
to  posterity  of  their  gratitude  and  bis 
glory.  (Hear,  hear  !) — In  the  course  of 
this  contest  it  vvould  be  observed  that 
every  man  did  his  duty.  But  it  was 
against  the  right  that  i!jc  principal  ttforts 
of  the  enemj^  were  directed.  In,  this 
point,  the  brigade  of  Gi;ntral  Cole,  ami 
particularly  the  fusileers,  tooic  the  French 
on  their  left  flank,  and  making  a  com- 
bined charge  with  the  other  tr(iops,  drove 
them  from  the  eminence  which  commaiid- 
ed  the  British  line,  and  which  was  the 
great  object  of  their  niion^  to  acquire, 
and  of  their  ambiiion  to  retain.  It  was 
upon  being  driven  from  tiiis  hill  that  the 
French  were  broken,  and  forced  with 
great  slaughter  dowii .  the  hiil.  Never 
had  there  falitn  in  so  small  a  space  so 
many  victims  to  the  fu.y  of  war  as  on 
the  accliyiiy  of  this  hill,  after  the  enemy 
had  been  driven  from  the  summit  to  the 
bottom.  When  he  stt^ted  that  the 
whole  of  the  battle  took  place  on  the 
right,  he  did  not  mean  to  be  understood 
that  no  eflforts  had'  been  niiide  vc.  any  other 
part  of  tha  line.  The  enetriy  had  liirected 
terious  attacks  in  other  qqarters,  and  if  no 
other  action  had  been  fought  but  what  had 
taken  place  at  the  bridge  of  Aibufra,  that 
alone  would  be  enough  to  inimui  taiize  tije 
glory  of  that  day.  Such  had  bten  the 
circumstances  of  this  glorious  battle,  the 
consequences  of  which  were — the  Hight  of 
the  enemy  from  the  scene  of  action — the 
abandonment  of  their  wounded  :  and  the 
situation  of  the  miserable  iemnant  of  the 
French  army  may  be  estimattd  fronj  the 
intercepted  Utter  of  General  Gazan  to 
Marshal  Soult,  which  represented  the 
force  under  him  of  wounded  to  amount  to 
four  thousand  men.  But  the  usual  conse- 
quences of  this'  glorious  victory  would 
prove  most  highly  beneficial  to  the  cause 
iiv  vv-ilich  we  were  engaged.      When  they 


considered  the  eflfect  that  mast  necessarily 

be  produced  by  the  signal  disappointment 
of  all  the  boasts  of  the  enemy,  by  the  frus- 
trating of  all  their  proud  pretensions  and  an- 
ticipated triumphs,  it  was  impossible  to  de- 
scribe that  effect  in  stronger  terms  than  in 
the  language  of  General  Beresford,  who 
alluded  to  tlie  impression  that  would  be 
made  by  the  return  cf  Marshal  Soult, 
after  all  his  boasts,  "  to  Seville  with  a 
broken  army,  and  what  was  worse,  a  di- 
minished reputation."  But  in  the  circum- 
stances of  this  action  there  were  some  parti' 
culars  lishich  might  afford  the  enemy  a  pixtext 
to  claim  a  ViCton/.  In  the  ciiarge  which 
the  brigade  of  Col.  Col  bourne  had  sus- 
tained from  the  Polish  cavalry,  the  three 
reg^iimnts  of  which  it  was  composed,  un- 
doubicdlj  lost  their  colours.  The  colours  of 
one  of  tiiem  were  afterwards  recovered, 
one  standard  re-taken  from  the  rnemy, 
and  the  other  preserved  for  his  corps  in  an 
exemplary  manner  by  the  gallant  officer 
who  had  the  charge  of  it.  The  colours  of 
the  two  other  regiments  undoubtedly  -joere  in 
the  possession  of  the  enar.y,  and  would  in  all 
probability  be  made  the  ground  of  a  claim 
of  triumph.  Whilst  upon  this  topic,  he 
trusted  the  House  would  excuse  him  for 
advening  to  the  very  gallant  and  heroic 
conduct  of  the  two  officers  who  bore  the 
colours  of  the  Bulls,  which  had  been  pre- 
served. One  of  them  was  surrounded  by 
the  enemy,  and  when  asked  to  give  up  hb 
colours,  answered,  not,  but  ivitk  hit  life; 
and  his  life  was  the  instant  forfeit  of  his 
refusal.  CA  call  of  name  !  name!)  The 
name  of  this  heroic  individual  was  Ensiqn 
Thomas.  The  standard  thus  taken  was  af- 
terwards recovered  from  the  enemy.  The 
manner  in  which  the  other  staniiaid  was 
preserved  was  marked  by  circumsiances 
equally  meritorious  .and  honourable  to  the 
individual  who  preserved  it,  and  equally 
entitled  to  the  applause  and  admiration  of 
hi.3  countr}?.  Ensign  Walsh  was  the  officer 
he  alluded  lo.  This  gallant  individual, 
having  the  staff  of  the  colours  broken  by  a 
cannon  ball,  which  also  severely  wo;mded 
himself,  fell  upon  the  field  of  battle,  and 
more  anxious  about  the  precious  charge 
than  for  h'lmseU,  contrived  to  separate  tl\c 
Jiugfrom  the  re}}:ii(int  of  the  stnff,  und  secured 
it  in  his  bosom,  from  which  he  afterwards 
produced  it  when  his  wounds  were  dressed 
after  the  battle.  (Hear,  hear ! J  He  was  re^  j 
joiceU  to  name  these  heroic  individuals, 
and  to  give  all  the  splendour  to  their  re- 
putation, which  the  mention  of  their  deeds 
in  that  House  was  calculated  lo  confer. 
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He  knew  not  whether  it  might  be  permit- 
ted him  here  to  mention  also  the  case  of 
General  Ijoresford  hinjself.  After  the 
charge  of  the  PoHsh  cavalry,  which  had 
proved  so  disastrous  to  the  brigad-e  of  Col. 
Coiboarne,  one  horseman,  separated  from 
his  corps,  and  unsupported  by  any  others,  ap- 
proached so  near  Marshal  Beresford,  cither 
from  the  effects  of  intoxication  or  the 
phrenzy  of  military  enihuiiasvi,  as  to  aim  a 
Wow  at  his  life.  The  General,  anxious  only 
to  preserve  tlie  life  of  the  man,  evaded  his 
blow  by  his  dexterity,  and,  availinsf  him- 
self of  his  superior  strength,  pulled  him  to 
the  ground  ;  but  no  sooner  was  he  per- 
ceived still  meditating  a  blow  at  the  Gene- 
ral, than  he  was  instantly  dispatched  by 
©He  of  his  orderlies.  (Hear,  Iiear !)  He 
mentioned  this  only  to  shew  that  this  un- 
foreseen accident  might  have  deprived  the 
country  of  the  services  of  this  gallant 
officer. — He  begged  ths  House  new  to  al- 
low him  to  allude  to  the  moral  conse- 
quences which  must  result  from  this  vic- 
tory— such  a  victory  nccuning  at  such  a 
time  and  under  such  circumstances.  When 
they  considered  the  attempt  of  Massena 
to  relieve  Almeida,  and  the  almost  con- 
temporaneous eftort  of  Soult  to  relieve  Ba- 
rfajoz,  they  could  not  amsider  both  in  any 
other  light  than  as  a  desperate  attempt, 
undertaken  in  pursuance  of  orders  from 
their  government  to  retrieve  the  character 
and  honour  of  the  French  arms  in  the  Pe- 
ninsula. He  had  also  to  acquaint  the 
House,  that  it  was  now  well  ascertained, 
that  Marshal  Scult,  en  leaving  Seville,  in 
the  confklence  cf  anticipated  victory,  pub- 
lished one  of  those  boasting  proclamations  for 
which  the  French  Generals  are  so  remark- 
able ;  and  that  he  had  frequently  on  his 
march  addressed  his  troops  upon  ^he  cer- 
tainty of  their  success.  The  utter  disap- 
pointment of  all  these  confident  expecta- 
tions of  victory  must  raise  the  hopes  and 
increase-  the  confidence  of  the  Allies,  at 
the  same  time  that  it  must  loxvei-  the  tone 
and  the  pretemions  of  the  enemy.  He  could 
not  but  consider  it  as  openmg  new  and 
flattering  protpscis  to  us  in  the  Peninsula. 
He  was  aware  that  some  Gentlemen  were 
of  opinion,  that  there  was  no  limit  to  the 
means  of  the-  French  Em|>eror,  and  that 
he  could  have  no  difficulty  in  sending 
three  or  four  hundred  thousand  men  into 
the  Peninsula.  For  himself  he  should  say, 
that  he  did  not  think  it  so  easy  for  him  to 
send  any  large  force  thither ;  parlicidarly 
Vihen  there  was  a  prospect  that  he  might  have 
efnplqyment  for  so  many  of  his  forces  els^herc. 
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But  even  if  he  should  be  able  to  place  his 
force  in  the  Peninsala  on  the  same  footing 
as  before,  he  would  find  th-e  Allies  better 
prepared  to  meet  him — ha  would  find  from 
the  glorious  example  set  by  the  Spanish 
troops  at  Albuera,  far  dift'ereut  enemies  to 
contend  with.  When  he  looked  to  the 
grievous  disappointment  of  the  hopes  of 
the  enemy,  hs  could  not  think  he  enter- 
tained any  exaggerated  confidence  in  the 
operations  of  war  :  their  issue  was  in  other 
hands.  Whether  the  pleasing  hopes  he 
entertained  were  well  founded,  under  all 
the  circumstances,  he  should  leav»  to  the 
public  to  decide ;  but  whatever  may  be 
the  foundation  of  his  expectations,  he 
prayed  God,  in  whose  disposal  the  issue  of  all 
contests  was  placed,  woutd  grant  that  they 
should  be  realised.  He  should  move,  then, 
"  The  Thanks  of  that  House  to  Major-Ge- 
neral  Beresford,  for  the  distinguished  abi- 
lity displayed  by  him  on  the  10th  of  JMay, 
in  the  glorious  battle  of  Albuera,  in  which, 
he  had  defeated  the  French  army  under 
Marshal  Soult." 


Vice  Admiralty  Courts. 

Lord  Cochrane' s  Motion,  and  Debate  thereon.* 
in  the  Honourable  House,  1th  June  ISU. 
Lord  Cochrane,  in  rising  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  subject  on 
which  he  had  given  notice, of  a  motion,,, 
did  not  intend  entering  into  it  at  lengtlij, : 
but  he  pledged  liimself  to  disclose  abJuse*' 
of  almost  sufficient  magnitude  to  paralyse 
the  energies  of  the  nation,  [i^e  then  read 
a  letter  from  an  Officer  in  the  East  Indies, 
in  which  it  was  stated,  that  the  charges  of 
the  Vice-Admiralty  Courts  were  so  exor- 
bitant, that  it  required  a  good  prize  to  sa- 
tisfy them,  though  nothing  were  left  for 
the  captors.  In  one  instance  (his  Lordship 
proceeded),  a  vessel  had  been  condemived 
which  was  worth  1 1,00(X  rupees ;  the 
charges  of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court 
amountedto  more  than  10,000.  After  some 
ohservatiot5s  on  th-e  extent  of  the  Com- 
merce of  France,  and  the  erroneous  state- 
ments made  of  English  prosperity,  his 
Lordship  adverted  to  the  charges  made  by 
the  Proctor  at  Malta.  His  bill  on  one  oc- 
casion he  Ktatcd  to  have  measured  six  fa- 
thoms and  a  quarter.  The  noble  Lord 
here  produced  a  copy  of  the  Bill,  which 
was  immensely  long,  and  excited  much 
risibility  in  the  House  while  he  unrolled 
it.  Whatever  credit  lie  might  be  disposed 
to  give  that  person  for  his  integrity,  he 
felt  that  something  was  due  to  his  insre- 
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nuity.  He  had  contrived  to  unite  in  him- 
self the  two  offices  of  Proctor  and  Marsha!, 
and  in  this  double  capacity,  he  feed,  ad- 
vised, instructed,  and  consulted  himself, 
made  affidavit  that  he  had  so  consulted  him- 
self, and  extracted  his  own  oalh  for  another 
purpose,  for  which  also  he  was  paid.  His 
Lordship  here  recounted  some  of  his  (the 
Procloi's)  chara;es  for  attendance  on  him- 
self, and  asserted  an  annual  saving  of 
five  millions  might  be  made  by  a  reform 
of  abuses  in  the  Navy.  When  the  Proc- 
tor's Bill  came  to  be  taxed,  50  crowns 
were  taken  oti",  and  for  the  trouble  of  doing 
ihis,  the  charge  of  the  Court  was  35  crowns. 
He  then  instanced  the  case  of  the  Britannia, 
which  was  valued  at  8,600  crowns.  Tlie 
charges  made  by  theVice-courtof  Admiral- 
ty reduced  thenett  proceeds  to  1,900.  The 
Vice-Admiralty  C^jurt,  he  contended,  had 
no  right  to  alter  the  table  of  fees,  nor  to 
make  one  for  themselves.  In  one  insiance 
when  the  cargoes  were  taken  out  of  some 
small  vessels  co!)demned  at  Malta,  which 
could  not  cross  the  sea,  the  charges  of  the 
Vice-Admiralty  Court  amounted  to  no 
less  a  sum  than  3,767  crowns.  Captain 
Brenton  made  a  strong  remonstrance  on 
this  occasion,  and  so  desirous  were  they 
not  to  have  the  afl'air  taken  up  in  England, 
that  in  consequence  of  this  proceeding  on 
his  part,  they  deducted  from  the  charge 
3, 504<  crowns,  contenting  themselves  wirh 
236  crowns,  four  reals,  and  four  scendii, 
in  the  hope  of  preventing  anything  be- 
ing said  in  this  country.  He  charged  the 
Judge  there  with  a  violation  of  his  com- 
mission, and  of  the  law,  and  he  would 
also  prefer  similar  charges  against  the 
Proctor  and  Registrar,  ^he  ISoble  Lord 
concluded,  by  moving  for  "  A  copy  of 
the  appointment  or  commission  of  Dr. 
Sevvell,  to  officiate  as  Judge  of  the  Vice- 
Admiralty  Court  of  Malta;"  for  "  A 
copy  of  the  commission  or  appointment 
of  Mr.  J.Jackson,  to  officiate  as  Marshal  \' 
for  "A  list  of  the  Proctors,  with  the 
dates  of  their  admission  ;"  for  *'  A  copy 
of  the  appointment  or  commission  of  Mr. 
Locker  to  be  Registrar  ;"  for  "  Copies 
of  the  severyi  deputations  of  the  Marshals 
given  to  their  Deputies,  together  with  the 
notifications  from  the  Admiralty ;"  for 
"  A  copy  of  the  tables  of  fees  established 
by  the  King  in  Council,  and  furnished  to 
the  Vice-Courts  of  Admiralty,  under  the 
45th  of  his  present  Majesty,  or  any  other 
Act  ;"  for  "  A  copy  of  the  table  of  fees 
by  which  the  charges  made  on  Suitors  in 
the  Vice  Admiralty  Court  at  Malta  are  re- 


gulated ;"  for  "  A  capy  »)f  the  authority, 
by  virtue  of  which  the  Judges  alter  the 
established  table  of  fees  or  make  a  new 
table  to  regulate  the  charge  made  on  the 
Sjitors  in  the  Vice  Adr;iirally  Court  at 
Malta  ;"  for  "  copies  of  all  the  official 
demands  made,  or  copies  of  the  official 
coirespondence  between  Vice  Admiralty 
Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Gibraltar  and 
Malta,  and  the  Court  of  Admiralty, 
requiring  proper  tables  of  the  fees  to  be 
charged  in  the  prize  causes;''  for  "a 
list  of  the  number  of  vessels  prosecuted  ia 
the  Vice  Admiralty  Court  of  Malta  which 
had  been  liberated,  pa3nng  costs  and  da- 
mages ;"  for  "  a  copy  of  the  appointment 
of  Mr  Wood,  late  Secretary  to  Lord 
Castlereagh,  to  the  situation  he  now 
holds,  and  which  situation  yields  him 
£.1,500  a  year  without  any  services  per' 
formed  liy  him." 

Mr.  YoRKE  admitted  that  the  Noble 
Lord  had  made  out  a  prima  facie  case, 
which  called  for  an  inquiry.  It  was 
possible  some  rLlbrm  in  tiie  Vice  Admi- 
ralty Courts  was  necessary  ;  and,  feeling 
this,  he  was  not  at  all  averse  to  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Nobie  L«fd.  He  objected  to 
the  production  of  the  private  correspon- 
dence moved  for.  The  Noble  Lord  must 
know  that  some  of  the  other  papers  must 
be  procured  irom  Malta,  and  therefore 
the  subject  could  not  be  gone  into  in  the 
present  Session  oi  Parliament.  He  hoped 
the  Noble  Lord  would  bear  this  in  his 
mind,  and  not  impute  to  the  House,  fr«m 
the  delay  which  must  take  place,  any 
disinclination  to  investigate  the  whole  bu» 
sinciss,  and  supply  a  proper  remedy. 

Ljir  John  Nvciioll,  while  he  admitted 
w\th  the  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
the  case,  as  it  stood  at  present,  called  for 
inquirjs  ihoiiglit  proper  at  the  same  time 
to  state,  in  the  tibsencc  of  his  Learned 
Friend  (Sir  W.  Scott)  that  he  jiad  no  con- 
troul  over  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court  of 
Malta  in  matters  of  prize.  The  Appeal 
lay  to  the  King  in  Council,  and  his  Learn- 
ed Friend  was  not  m  the  smallest  degree 
responsible.  If  the  abuses  charged  by  the 
Noble  Lord  existed,  they  ought  to  be  cor- 
rected :  but  his  d<iubt  w  as  as  to  the  means. 
Kis  Majesty  in  Council  had  authority  to 
correct  abuses  as  to  fees,  &c. ;  but  no  ap- 
plication, as  far  as  he  knew,  hao  been  made 
in  that  quarter.  It  was  the  fashion  now 
to  come  to  Parliament  in  such  cases.  As 
to  the  character  of  the  Judge  of  the  Prize 
Court  at  Malta,  he  (Sir  J.  Nicboll)  not 
having  been  in  the  habit  of  corresponding 
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with  him,  could  not  undertTike  to  speak 
positively  to  that  point.  But  having  prac- 
tised with  him  for  some  lime  at  the  same 
bar,  he  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
he  was  a  man  of  talent  and  integrity,  and 
the  Noble  Lord  knew  that  he  was  not 
wanting  in  spirit  to  execute  what  he 
thought  right.  He  was  absent,  and  he  was 
a  Judge — (Hear,  hear!) — and  no  preju- 
dices ought  to  be  admitted  against  him 
till  he  had  an  opportunity  of  being  heard 
in  his  defence.  He  hoped  the  Noble 
Lord  was  under  a  misapprehension.  The 
regulation  of  tne  fees  had  been  probably 
l«ft  to  the  Judge,  because  he  himself  could 
hardly  have  any  interest  in  augmenting 
them.  They  could  hardly  fall  below 
2000/.  to  which  sum  only  he  was  entitled 
out  of  them.  From  the  failure  of  the 
Noble  Lord  in  substantiating  charges  made 
by  him  on  former  occasions,  it  might  be 
fairly  inferred  that  accusations  preferred 
by  him  might  possibly  turn  out  to  be  un- 
founded. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  thought  it  a  little 
hard  that  his  noble  friend  should  be 
charged  with  not  having  made  good  his 
former  charges  by  those  very  persons 
who  had  denied  him  the  opportunity 
of  proving  them.  If  there  was  no  official 
correspondence,  the  return  to  the  order 
would  state  that  circumstance. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  when  abuses  in  the 
Vice-Admiralty  Courts  abroad  were  de- 
tected, measures  were  always  taken  to 
rectify  them,  and  proceedings  were  at  pre- 
sent pending  against  three  of  these  Courts. 
But  he  defied  the  Noble  Lord  to  point 
put  any  impropriety  in  the  Admiralty 
Courts  at  home.  After  the  minutest  in- 
testigation,  he  could  not  find  a  single 
ground  of  complaint  against  the  officers  of 
that  Court.  The  Proctor  for  the  Navy 
was  remarkable  for  his  attention  and  in- 
tegrity, and  his  charges  were'more  mo- 
derate than  those  of  any  other  Proctor. 
The  interests  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy 
were  as  well  attended  to  as  those  of  any 
individual.  The  Noble  Lord  had  failed 
in  two  charges  on  former  occasions.  He 
had  brought  charges  against  the  Admi- 
ralty Court,  and  against  the  Government 
for  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners  of  war. 
—Both  were  utterly  unfounded.  The 
prisoners,  as  had  been  found  en  inquiry, 
were  even  more  heakhj'^  than  our  Militia 

siregiments. 

?'■   Mr.  Lyttleton  had  heard  from  several 
officers  that  abuses  existed. 

IaS^rd  Cochba£I£  stated,    that    haying 


'^O^cial  Papers.  (1470 

complained  to  the  Admiralty  here  of  a 
grievance  in  being  obliged  to  submit  to 
exorbitant  charges  in  the  prosecution  of 
a  prize  cau^e  at  Malta,  the  opinions  of  the 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  and  otheir 
lawyers,  had  been  put  into  his  hands,  pur- 
porting that  his  plan  was  to  ap[)ly  to  the 
Judge  at  Malta.  He  wrote  to  tlie  Judge 
accordingly,  who  referred  him  to  the. 
Proctor,  as  hs  did  not  choose  to  enter  into, 
private  correspondence  with  suitors  in 
causes  before  him.  He  then  wrote  to  the 
Proctor,  who  sent  for  ans^wcr  ihat  it  v.'as 
unprecedented  to  demand  a  biil  to  be 
taxed  that  had  b^en  paid  so  long  ago  as 
1S03:  so  that  he  thought  his  having  got 
the  money  a  good  reason  for  not  parting 
with  it.  He  then  wrote  to  the  Judge,  but 
got  no  answer ;  and  this  was  the  redress 
he  got  in  the  quarter  where  the  Crown 
Law  Officers  had  advised  him  to  apply. 
His  Lordship  further  observed,  that  in  op- 
position to  the  Act  of  the  45th  of  the  King^ 
the  Judge  at  Malta  had  not  only  establish- 
ed, but  altered  a  table  of  fees,  .  No  allu- 
sion had  been  made  to  thespirited  conduct 
of  the  Judge;  but  he  had  aildavits  of 
Captain  Maxwell  and  others,  who  T\'ere 
present,  that  the  Judge  had  admitted  that 
he  had  no  proof  of  tiie  crime  for  which,  he 
(Lord  C  )  had  been  sent  to  gaol.  Against 
him,  however,  he  vvoald  procepd  in  ano- 
ther way,  unless  he  should  find  it  neces- 
sary to  call  for  the  intciference  of  thft 
House  to  bring  this  Jadge  home.  He  haij 
consulted  lawyers,  and  understood  that  he 
could  not  proceed  against  him  till  he  cams 
to  this  countrv.  As  to  his  former  charge?, 
he  had  been  denied  the  opportunity  of 
proving  them.  He  concluded  by  re  [gat- 
ing his  charges  cf  extortion,  &c,  against 
the  Judge  and  Marshal. — Some  alterations 
were  then  made  in  the  niolior.s,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  ditfsrence  of  opinion  as  to  the 
coiv^.truction  of  the  45th  of  the. King,  rela- 
tive to  the  establishment  of  Tables  of  Fees 
in  the  Prize  Courts ;  after  wuie:h  they  were 
all  carried. 
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Portugal. — Tjhe  War. 
No.  IV. 
Return  of  killed ,  ivounded,  and  missing  of  ^ 
Corps  of  f/hc  Army  under  Command  of 
Lieut.  General  Viscount  Wdlinzton,  K.  B. 
under  ilie  immediate  Orders  of  Marshal 
Sir  William  Carr  B(reitord,  K.  Bi  in  tht 
Bau!c  viith  the  French  Army  commanded 
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b^  Marshal  Souk,  at  Albuera,  on  the  \Qlh 
May,  181 1. — (Continued  from  p.  1440  J 

1st  Batt.  3d  Foot,  or  Buffs — I  Captain, 
1  Lieutenant,  '2  Ensigns,  4-  Serjeants,  208 
rank  and  file  kiiled  ;  4  Captain,  9  Lieu- 
tenants, I  Ensign,  1 1  Serjeants,  I  Drum- 
mer, '22i  rank  and  file  wounded  :  2  Lieu- 
tenants, 15  Serjeants,  1  Drummer,  16] 
rank  and  file  missing. 

1st  Batt.  7th  Royal  Fusileers — 2  Ser- 
jeants, 62  rank  and  file  killed ;  1  Lieute- 
nant Colonel,  3  Captains,  11  Lieutenants, 
14  Serjeants,  263  rank  and  file  wounded. 

2d  Batt.  7  th  Ditto — 1  Captain,  I  Lieu 
tenant,  1  Serjeant,  46  rank  and  file  killed  ; 
I    Major,    3   Captains,   9    Lieutenants,    1 
Staff,  16  t5erjeants,  1  Drummer,  269=  rank 
and  file  wounded. 

1st  Batt.  23rd  Royal  Welsh  Fosiieers — 
1  Captain,  I  Ensign,  1  Serjeant,  73  rank 
^nd  file  killed  ;  1  Lieutenant  Colonel ;  3 
Captains,  4  Lieut^enants,  3  Ensigns,  1 
Staff,  12  Serjeants,  1  Drummer,  232  rank 
and  file  wounded  ;  1  Serjeant,  5  rank  and 
file  missing. 

3d  Bait.  27  th  Foot— 3  rank  and  file 
killed  ;  5  rank  and  file  wounded. 

2d  Batt.  2Bt+i  Foot — 1  Drummer,  20 
rank  and  file  killed  ;  2  Captains,  3  Lieu- 
tenants, 1  Ensign,  8  Serjeants,  123  rank 
and  file  wounded. 

2^th  Foot — I  Captain,  1  Lieutenant, 
3  Ensigns,  2  Serjeants,  73  rank  and  file 
killed  ;  1  Lieutenant  Colonel,  1  Major,  3 
Captains,  4  Lieutenants,  3  Ensigns,  1 
Stafi",  12  Serje;tnts,  220  rank  and  file 
wounded;   11  rank  and  file  missing. 

2d  Batt.  3 1  St  Foot— 2  Serjeants,  1 
Drummer,  2o  rank  and  file  killed;  2 
Captains,  3  Lieutenants,  2  Ensigns,  4  Ser- 
jeants, 115  rank  and'  file  wounded, 

2d  Batt.  34th  Foot.--- 1  Captain,  I  Lieu- 
tenant, 1  Ensign,  3  Serjeants,  27  rank  and 
file  killed  ;  2  Captains,  2  Lieutenants,  6 
Serjeants,  85  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

2d  Batt.  3pth  Foot—!  Lieutenant,  14 
rank  and  file,  killed  ;  1  Captain,  2  Lieu- 
tenants, 1  Ensign,  4  Srrjeants,  73  rank  and 
file,  wounded  ;   2  rank  and  file  missing. 

'ist  Batt.  40lh  Foot— 3  rank  and  file 
killed  ;   S  rank  and  tile  wounded. 

1st  Batt,  48th  Foot. —  1  Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel, 2  Lieutenants,  6  Serjeants,  58  rank 
and  file,  killed  ;  5  Captains,  7  Lieutenants, 
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I  Ensign,  1  Staff,  9  Snrjeaints,  1  Drummer, 
1S3  rank  and  file,  wounded;  §  rank  and 
file  missing. 

2d  Batt.  48th  Foot — 3  Lieutenants,  I 
Ensign,  4  Serjeants,  40  rank  dnd  file 
killed  ;  4  Captains,  4  Lieutenants,  2  En- 
signs, 3  Serjeants,  1  Drummer,  82  rank 
and  file,  wounded  ;  1  Major,  2  Captains, 
b  Lieutenants,  1  Ensign,  8  Serjeants,  7 
Drijimmers,  175  rank  and  file,  missing. 

1st  Batt.  57th  Foot— I  Major,  1  Cap 
tain,  3  Serjeants,  1  Drummer,  83  rank  and 
file,  killed  ;  1  Lieutenant- Colonel,  1  Ma- 
jor, 6  Captains,  1 1  Lieutenants,  2  Ensigns, 

I I  Serjeants,  3  Drummers,  :^04  rank  and 
file,  wounded. 

5fh  Batt.  60th  Foot — 1  Serjeant,  1  rawk 
and  file,  filled  ;  I  Lieutenant,  2  Serjeants, 
16  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

2d  Batt.  66th  Foot — 1  Captain,  1  iieu« 
tenant,  1  Ensign,  J  Serjeant,  I  Drummer, 
50  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  Captain,  8 
Lientenants,  3  Ensigns,  13  Serjeants,  91 
rank  and  file,  wounded.;  4  Serjeants,  f 
Drummer,  96  rank  and  file,  missing. 

97th  Foot — 1  rank  and  file  wounded. 

Ist  Light  Batt.  King's  German  Legion 
— 4  rank  and  file  filled;  1  Major,  I  Cap* 
tain,  1  Lieutenant,  1  Ensign,  1  Staff,  3 
Serjeants,  55  rank  and  file  wounded  ;  2 
rank  and  file,  missing. 

2d  Light  Batt.  King's  German  Legion 
—  I  Lieutenant,  3  rank  and  file,  killed;  1 
Captain,  3  Serjeants,  28  rank  and  file 
wounded  ;   1  rank  and  file  missing. 

Total  British  Loss— 1  General  Staff  1 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  1  Major,  7  C^iptain*, 
13  Lieutenants,  9  Ensigns,  31  Serjeants,  4 
drummers,  815  rank  and  file,  54  horses-, 
killed  ;  7  General  Staff,  4  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonels, 4  Majors,  43  Captains,  81  Lieute- 
nants, 20  Ensigns,  6  Staff,  1  32  Serjeants,  & 
drummers,  2,426  rank  and  file,  26  horses, 
wounded  ;  1  Major,  4  Captains,  8  Lieute- 
nants, 1  Ensign,  28  Serjeants,  10  drum- 
mers, 492  rank  and  file,  17  horses,  missing. 

Total  Porniguese  Loss — I  General  Staff, 
I  Staff,  2  Serjeants,  9'H  rank  and  file,  9 
horses,  killed  ;  1  General  Staff^  1  Lieute- 
naiit-Colonei,  1  Major,  5  C^^ptains.  5  Lieu- 
tenants, 2  Ensigns,  I  Staff  14  Serjeants,  1 
drummer,  230  rank  and  file,  9  horses, 
wounued;  1  drummer,  23  rank  and  fite 
missing. 

(To  be  continued. )f 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Vice    Admiralty   Courts. In    my 

)Ast,  at  page  14 (J6,  I  inserted  a  sketch  of 
the  debate  in  the  Honourable  House,  upon 
the  subject  of  these  courts  in  general,  and 
particularly  the  court  ai  Malta,  where,  as 
the  reader  must  have  seen  from  Ld.  Coch- 
rane's  speech,  things  are  carried  on  in  a 
manner  to  stagger  credulity  itself.  His 
Lordship  distinctly  stated,  that  a  man  at 
Malta  had  contrived  to  unite  in  his  own 
person  the  two  offices  of  Froctor  and  Mar- 
shal;  that  in  this  double  capacity,  he  ad- 
vised, ijislructed,  consulted,  and  feed,  him- 
self; that  he  }nade  affidavit  that  he  had  so 
consulted  himself;  and,  extracted  his  otvn 
oath  for  another  purpose,  for  which  also  he 
was  paid.  His  Lordship  next  spoke  of 
8ome  of  the  charges  made  by  this  man /or 
attendance  upon  himself,  and  proceeded  to  give 
some  instances,  which,  to  be  sure  would 
not,  and  could  not,  gain  belie. p,  if  the  state- 
ment did  not  come  from  such  high  autho- 
rity. He  gives  an  instance  of  a  prize 
•which  was  valued  at  8,600  crowns,  which 
by  the  charges  of  the  Vice-Admiralty 
Court  were  reduced  to  1,000  crowns.  He 
mentioned  a  case  where  the  Proctor's  Bill 
was  taxed,  and  where  50  crowns  were  taken 
off,  but  the  charge  of  the  court  for  the 
trouble  of  taxing  was  35  crowns !  In  short, 
such  a  scene  as    this  was,  surely,  never 

heard  of  under  any  other  system. Lord 

Cochrane  moved  for  papers  with  a  view  of 
bringing  this  matter  regularly  before  par- 
liament; but,  it  will  now  be  too  late  for 
the  proceeding  to  be  adopted  this  session, 
for  which  I  am  very  sorry  ;  for  the  matter 
is  of  such  a  nature  that  it  should  not  be 

suffered  to  rest  for  a  day. -No  objection 

appears  to  have  been  made  to  the  motion 
ofLd.  Cochrane,  but  Sir  JohnNicholl,  the 
king's  advocate,  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty, 
made  a  Remark  or  two,  which  ought  to  be 
notice,d.—7^ — He  is  reported  to  have  said, 
that  he  had  not  lately  corresponded  with  the 
Judgeof  the  Vice  Admiralty  Courtat  Malta; 
but,  that,  "  having  practised  at  the  same  bar 
"  with  him,  he  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
"  he  was  a  man  of  talent  and  integrity." 
And,  was  this  to  be  an  answer  to  Lord  Coch- 
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rane  ?  Was  this  to  satisfy  him,  or  any 
part  of  the  people  ?  A  mere  opinion  of  the 
judge's  talents  and  integrity,  t^iven  by  one 
who  only  remembered  him  at  the  sartie  bar 
with  himself?  Was  this  to  have  any  weight 
in  opposition  to  the  facts,  the  loud  speak- 
ing facts,  uttered  by^  Lord  CochrAi^e  } -. 

But,  this  judge  was  a  man  of  "  anirit"  too, 
alluding  to  his  having  ordered  Lord  Coch- 
rane to  be  imprisoned  for  a  contempt  of 
his  court.  He  may  be  a  maa  of  spirji,  for, 
any  thing  that  I  know;  but,  how  did  thi^ 
show  it  ?  He  knew  well,  that  Lord  Coc^h-^ 
rane  had  no  power  of  resistance.  Jstl^ef^ 
any  courage,  then,  in  sending  a  man  ^ 
prison  ?  There  maj"^  be  times  imagined, 
when  such  an  act  would  show  courage;  but, 
such  was  not  the  case  at  Malta,  where  t^he 
whole  government  must  be  nearly  militarvj 
and  where  resistance  was  wholly  outofyie 
question.  Where  there  was  no  public  J^ 
appeal  to;  a:*!  where,  in  short,  there  \yc^ 
no  more  need  of  courage  to  send  a  m^^nip 
jail  than  there  would  have  been  to  have 
eat  a  mouthful  of  water  melon.  The 
transaction  took  place  in  a  country  where 
a  man  consults  and  advises  and  instructs 
s.nd  fees  himself ;  and  that  is  enough  ;  one 
need  say  no  more  about  it  to  se.tisfy  the 
world,  that  it  required  no  spirit  in  a  judge 
to  send  a  man  to  jail   for  a  contemj>t  ,o^" 

him. But,  Sir  John  Nicholl  had  an 

argument  for  forbearance,  which  he  ap- 
pears to  have  thought  of  great  weight; 
namely,  that  the  person  principally  aimed 
at  by  Lord  Cochrane  "  was  absent,  and 

"  was  a  judge." What,  then,  are  we 

never  to  attack  an  absent  man  ?  If  th;it  be 
the  case,  culprits  have  only  to  ^cep  put.^f 
the  presence  of  those  who  are  likely  to  aif- 
tack  them.  But,  how  long  has  this  been 
a  rule  of  conduct?  Is  not  the  thief  or  iVie 
muiderer  attacked  in  his  absence,  when  aii 
information  is  first  lodged  against  hitn  ? 
Na};-,.  is  not  thi-j  the  invariable  march  of 
legal  proceeding  r  The  accused  is.  indeed, 
in  a  subsequent  stage,  entitled  to  be  coh- 
fronted  with  his  accuser;  but,  he  is  accziged 
in  his  absence ;  and,  if  he  were  not^Ke 
would,  to  be  sure,  take  care  never  to  be 
present  if  he  was  guilty.  Take  this  doc- 
trine of  Sir  John  NichoU  to  Bow-5tr€<jtj^ 
3  0 
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and  hear  what  would  be  said  Lo  it.  When 
a  gentleman  conies  to  make  oatii  asjainst  a 
thief  that  has  stolen  his  watch  or  his  purse, 
what  would  he  think  if  the  magistrate 
were  to  tejl  him  tliat  he  could  not  hear 
him  (and^  of  course,  could  not  grant  the 
warrant)  in  the  absence  of  the  thief? 
•^. — r-This  brings  the  matter  home  to  us  at 
ohce.  How,  according  to  !!?ir  John  Ni- 
cjipll's  doctrine,  are  any  of  the  people  at 
Mjjka  to  be  accused  as  long  as  they  remain 
tlitgre  ;  and,  that  they  will  like  to  remain 
there  we  may  be  very  sure,  as  long  as  they 
caft  do  what  they  are  now  doing.  "  Ab- 
''sent''*  "Why,  who  is  ever  to  be  attacked, 
then,  that  is  out  of  ihe  kingdom  ?  Paine 
\v|js  outlawed  ^  because  he  did  not  come 
inia  the,(2ourt  of  King's  Bench  to  answer 
to  ^barges  ot^'. libel,  or,  rather,  to  rec(;ive 
the  iudgment  of  the  couit.  To  be  sure  ; 
but,  according  to  this  ne«'  doctrine,  he 
ougbjtnotto  have  been  proceeded  against. 
The  Attonrey  Ceiitraf  ouj^ht  to  have 
stopped  *lill  the  paity  pros;  cu'.ed  ciiose  to 
co.rn^  to  tngland  a^ain.— ~~'i  his  doctrine 
istlife  iiiosicoliifojtabit  discovery  possible 
for  all  persons  in  auilrorily  abroad;  for, 
they  hAv't  only  to  remiiin  ihp're;  or  be 
kept  there,  ahd  no  imjuiry  into  their  con- 
d'uct  is  to  ta.te  place.  '*  You  cannot 
even  move  for  tH^ir  read;  fof  they  are 
abseni.  So  that,  sis  against  them,  there  ap- 
pears to  be  rict  remedy  at  'a!t,  if  this  new 

doctrine  is  to  n^ve  any  wei^jiit.— The 

other  argument,  hameiy,  that  the  man  wai 
•i  judge,  was,  if  pd^sible,  sriil  more  ohjt'c- 
tionable.  A  Judge.'  And  what  is  a  Judge, 
that  his  conduct  isnetef  to  be  qupstioned  ? 
Or,  why  should  he^  wh6"  r?  by  his  profes- 
sion, amongst  thfe  keenest  of  rneji,  and 
who  ought  lo  be  doubly  sbrupu'rous-i-n  his 
conduct;  why  is  he  ncit  to  be  s\;tjject  to 
accnsation  as  well  as  oiher  m^n  ?  'Absent, 
and  z  judge !  Fine  reasons;  truly,  for  a 
person  to  forbear  hriiSglug  forward  accu- 
sations against  hiui.  Any  olt'ence  in  a 
Judge  is  much  greater  than  the  same  of- 
fence in  a  common  person.  People  ought 
to  be  extremely  uatchfiii  of  them  ;  ought 
never  (o  miss  accusing  them,  where  there 
is  good  ground  of  accusation.  'fhe}' are 
the  very  public  functionaries  who,  of  all 
Others,  ought  to  be  most  carefully  watched, 
and  whose  conduct,  when  wrong,  ought 
never  to  escape  exposure.  J,  for  my  part, 
am  quite  astonished  that  any  one  should 
hold  a  doctrine  like  this.  Kings,  we  know, 
can  do  no  wrong;  but,  surely,  it  is  not  so 
with  Judges  ;  or,  at  least,  the  doctrine  is 
quite  new  to  me. — ■ There  is  a  law. 
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which  says  that  any  of  the  Judges  at 
home  may  be  removed  by  impeachment, 
or  by  address  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia^ 
ment ;  but,  how  are  they  to  be  removed,  if ' 
their  conduct  is  never  to  be  found  fault  of  ? 
How  are  they  to  be  impeached,  or  to  be 
voted  out,  if  no  one  is  to  speak  ill  of  them  ? 
Judges !  Why,  how  many  Judges  have 
been  accused,  tried,  condemned,  and  executed-' 
in  England  ?  And,  why  should  they  not, 
if  they  deserve  it,  as  well  as  Bishops  and 
Lords.  One  would  think,  from  the  doc- 
trines that  are  afloat  now-a-days,  that  some 
people  thought  a  judge's  wig  a  sufficient 
answer  to  all  accusations.  I,  for  my  parfi'^ 
can  discover  no  solid  reason,  nor  any  shevr 
of  reason,  why  the  conduct  of  Judgsi' 
shciuld  not  be  as  freely  canvassed  as  that-; 
of  any  other  persons  in  public  employ* 
They  are  public  functionaries  as  well  aS" 
any  of  the  other  persons  appointed  by  thi" 
King ;  ihey  are  paid  out  of  the  taxes,  of/* 
in  one  shape  or  other,  out  of  the  people'iV 
money;  ihey  are  paid  as  well  as  other 
men  in  public  employ  ;  they  have  their 
places  for  life  if  they  behave  well;  and  so 
have  many  other  persons  who  are  paid  out 
of  the  public  money  ;  and  ought  they  not 
to  h'-i  reqyonttble  i'or  their  conduct}  Ought 
th-jy  not  to  be  made  o??5Wfra6/e  for  what 
they  do,  if  what  tliey  do  is  wrong  ?  If  not, 
theiv  would  the  govemmenlbea  despotism; 
for  that  ifueans  a  state  of  things,  where 
sonit^body,  no  matter  who,  has  tire  power  of 
taking  people's  liberty,  property,  and  life 
away,  without  being  responsible  for  what 
they  do.  And,  if  they  are  responsible, 
hd^v  is  their  responsibility  to  be  brought 
into  activity  ;  how  is  it  to  become  real, 
except  they  be  liable  to  be  accused  ?  In- 
deed, the  press  ought  to  be  more  watchful 
with  vfgi'.rd  to  them,  than  with  regard  to 
any  other  persons  in  the  public  employ ; 
seeing  that  their  actions  arc  of  more  im- 
pvortance  to  the  people  at  large  than  the 
ai^tioni^  of  any  other  set  of  public  func" 
tionaiies;  but,  at  any  rate,  the  members 
cf  parliament  ought  to  watch  narrowly 
ovi'f  it;  and  ought  not  to  be  silenced  by 
be inf^  told  that  the  party  complained  of  is 

a  jnage. From  judges  we   should,  of 

course,  get  to  justices  of  the  peace  and 
Police  justices  ;  and,  here,  what  a  num- 
ber of  irresponsible  people  shall  we  have ! 
The  police  justices,  like  the  judges,are/>mrf 
for  their  time  and  labour  ;  but,  this  makes 
no  distinction  in  the  way  of  exemption 
from  responsibility;  and,  there  is,  and 
can  be,Tioreasonforthis  exemption,  which 
will  not  eqtially  well  apply  to  the  justices 
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of  die  p^ace  aU  through  the  touiitry  ;  and, 
when  i^  is  so  applied,  i^iul  Uie  applijc^iion 
acted  upon,  we  sijall  have  arrived  ivtsicnin- 
forUble  pilch.  Every  vilUge  will  have 
its  irresponsibje  person;  its  pvison  iis  to 
whose  conduct  no  man  iniKsi,  on«n  liis  lips 
except  ia  tli^  v.ay  of  /7?Awc. - ;— The 
King's  advocate  concluded  by  observing, 
that,  as  Lord  Cuciirane  had  faded  u\  siu'f- 
stan  I  kiting  former  charges,  it  miglit  be  (airly 
inferred,  that  tlie  accusations  now  prefer- 
red by  Jsim  mii^ht  possibly  turn  out  to  be 
upt'^Aanded.  Tq  xyhich  Sir.  Francis  Bvk- 
DETT  replied,  that  it  wai*  hard  that  his 
nooi^  colleague  sliould  be  accused  of  hay- 
ing tiailed  in  makiap;  out  charges  by  the 
very  {M?rsons  vyhn  bad  denied  him  the  op- 
portunity of  proving  them.-: — Geoege 
Hose  said  tljat  Lord  Cochrane  had  failed 
in  iwo  fcmpr  charges ;  and  |u3  lordslup 
said  that  ij-  had  been  denied  the  opportu- 
nity of  proving  them.— — He  certainly  did 
fyil;  but  tt  was  in  the  same  way  that  Mr. 
Maoocks  failed  ;naiaeiy,  in  his  efl 'ea- 
Yours  to    prevail    upon    ihc    HonourahJe 

House  to  hear  his  proofs. ■There  can  be 

no  doubt  but  Uiis  subject  will  be  revived. 
It  canr>ot  besutrfred  to  rest  as  it  is.  Lord 
C^i(  hrane  has  stated  ihat^iDc  miiliom  a  year 
rnigbi  be  saved  in  cunsequ;  nee  of  a  reform 
in  ihe  Admiralty  Courts.  George  Rose  said, 
th^t  ijttle  or  nettling  could  be  s,^ved.  I  be- 
ii«ve  Lord  Cochrane  ;  and,  if  any  one  will 
take  the  pains  to  look  into  the  public  ac- 
counts of  the  year,  I  am  sure  he  will  be  of 
the  same  opinion;  foribere  can,  IthinU,  be 
ijo  doubt  that  one  r-uarter  part  yf  ttie  whole 
expence  of  nhe  Navy  might  be  saved,  by 
the  adoption  of  proper  regulations  relating 
tq prize;t.\  ,:..;. 
:      .■■.■■'■r'V"{;i<i7\Tr..; 

Sicily. — -r-I  have  not  tcken  much  no- 
tice of  this  country  of  late  ;  but,  it  is  high 
time  to  notice  it  ;  for,  at  no  very  distant 
day,  we  shiill,  1  imagine,  have  our  atten- 
tion irawn  to  it  in  a  matmer  not  to  he  re- 
wsted.  -t — rThe  following. whi'  h  purports  to 
be  a. letter  from  itHvTy,  and  dated  at  Paler- 
mo on  the  27th  of  Mat*  h  has  been,  in  the 
folloiviag  words,  published  in  all  our  news- 
papers. I  shail  insert  it  here  without  pre- 
tending to  vouch  for.tht  troto  >  f  the  tacis 
which,  it  states.  — ^ —  Wiiea  the  reader 
h^s  gone  thi'o.ugh  \t,  i  shall  trouble  :v:n 
to'itb  such  rfimarks  as  appear  tu  me 
likely  to  be  aseful  upon  the  subject.—. — - 
«  A  Lei-ier,  dated  Palermo,  th(<  '27th  of 
**  March,  states  :-T-That  a  trea'y  of  peace 
**W9».  signed. QB  the  i2th  of  J',  .uary  last,  be- 
^Jmen  (h<  Court  and  ^uonaparU',  in  xahiuh 
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'.  the  aciision  qf  Sicily  irkfuvQiir  of  the  lutuv  i* 
'  stipulated.  Notwithstanding  that  during 
'  the  Parliament  held  in  August  last,  sup- 
■■  plies  were  oh-.ained  which  the  nation  is 
'  iinable  to  pay,  the  barefaced  measura 
'  has  been  resorted  to,  of  imposing,  with-, 
'  out  the  consent  oi  Parliament  or  of  the 
'  Deputation  of  the  Kingdom,  and  against 
'  the  fiinda.nental  laws  and  inviolable 
'  u.sages  of  this  country,  a  duty  of  one  per 
'  cent,  on  all  public  securities  or  private 
'  payments  in  which  the  transfer  of  money 
'  is  witnessed  bv  a  receipt.     Ihis  has  ex- 

•  cited  universal  indignation.  The  Barons 

•  have  stept  forward  to  protest  against  it^ 

■  but  ihe  Deputation  of  the  Kingdom, 
'  through  which  this  protest  would  be- 
'■  come  valid,  has  been  interdicted  from, 
'assembling  by  the  Government.     Be- 

■  sides  this  imposition,  an  Edict  has  ap- 
'  peared  for  the  sale  of  all  the  lands  be-, 
'  longing   to  the   Royal  demesnes  (these 

■  belong,  to  the  Cruion,  hut  not  personally  to 
■the  Kinf^),  or  townships;    and  another 

•  Ldict  establishing  a  lottery  of  J 5,000 
'  tickets  of  ten  ounces  each,  of  all   pro- 

■  perty  ecclesiastical,  of  C"minandei"ies, 

'  abbacies,  &c.  ;  obliging  every  one,  an^. 

■  even  the  incurabenls  of  these  lands  self 
'  up  to  sale,  to  take  a  number  of  ticket*" 
'  proportioned   to   ihe   repijted   property 

■  they  may  posses?  of  their  pwn.  This  is 
'not  all:  the  Gove  r.nnent  proposes,  noyir'. 

■  they  are  disappointed  in  the  produce  of 
'  these  impositions,  to  make  a  requisitioii^' 

of  all  the  plate  belonging  to  individuals,' 

■  and  to  pay  for  the  same   by  an  issue  of 

■  paper.  Officers,  who  call  themselves  Ty-^ 
'  rolesf,  and  dismissed  from  the  Anstriart, 

service,  are  arrived    to   command   th6 

■  army,  and  many  more  are  expected  ; 
the  command  in  chief  is  to  be  given  t6 
the  Count  La  Tour  (a  FrenchudnJ v-hd 
is  daily  expected.  The  King,  frightietieri 
by  the  violent  proceediPjCs  of  a  cenain 
distinguished  female  whom,  he  h\s  not 
energy  to  ccmtroul,  has  retired  into  the 
country.  The  Duke  of  Orleans,  inimi-!> 
cal  to  these  measure?,  liad  asked  per- 
mission to  retire  either' to  Ms' ta  or  to 
England  with  his  family,  and  havings 
been  refused,  has  also  retired  from  the 
capital.  The  discontent  and  alarm  of 
every  individual  in  consequence  of  these 
operations,  is  arrived  at  its  greatest 
height !  A  gener^il  fermentation  and  \ 
spirit  of  opposition  have  manifested 
themselves  every  where ;  incendiary 
j)lai:ards  have  been  stuck  on  all  the 
walls,  and  hafe  expressed  the  geriferal 
3  C  2        ■       '     ■'  ^  >    .^- 
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"  sentiment.  All  eyes  have  been  turned  on 
"  the  Jinglish,  in  the  hope  of  finding  in 
«' them  tf)cir  liberat(<rs ;  but  their  cold- 
"  ness  and  apathy  have  left  every  one  to 
"the  pangs  ot"<ie;tj)air.  All  t!>ts  cannot 
"  do  less  than  produce  the  saddest  conse- 
"  qnencf  s  to  their  own  cauj-e  ;  in  a  word, 
"  this  kingdom  is  on  the  eve  of  its  destruC- 
*'  tion,  and  with  if  the  British  army,  the 
"  subsidies  whivh  have   been  so  long  la- 

■ "  vished  on  it,  the  immense  sums  spent 
"  for  its  defence,  and  besides,  all  the  views 
"  whicli  ever  could  Irave  induced  the  Bri- 
"  tish  Government,  to  so  expensive  an  nn- 
*'  dertiking. — Whenever  we  see  a  man 
*'  selling  olfall  tbe  furniture  of  his  house, 
"  we  conclude  that  he  is  going  to  leave  it. 
"  The  Proclamations  declaring  the  in-  '. 
"  J,(ended  sale  of  all  government  property 
"  were  inclosed  vviih  the  above  letter,  in 
"  their  original  language,  and  printed  at 
"  Palermo,  is  it  natural  to  suppose  that 
"  the  royal  family  in  Sicily  have  any  in- 
"  tention  of  remaining  there,  when  they 
"  are  selling  olFall  the  principal  bases  on 
*'  which  the  public  revenue  of  their  own 

"kingdom  reposed?" Now,  if  there' 

be  any  truth  as  to  the  main  points'stated 
in  this  letter,  what  a  war  we  are  waging 
in  Sicily !  1  have  often  hacl'to  observe  upon 
our  efibrts  to  deliver  nations  against  the 
will  of  the  people  ;  but  if  this  letter  speak 
truth,  we  are  bent  upon  the  deliverance  of 
Sicily  against  the  wiil  of  both  people  and 
sovereign.  The  statements  may,  perhaps, 
be  untrue  ;  but,  what  are  we  to  think  of 
the  declarution  of  the  king  cf  Siciiy,  which 
will  be  found  in  another  part  of  this  Num- 
ber ?  It  has  not  oftf-n  happened,  that 
kings  have  issued  r'oc?arations  in  contra- 
diction to  mere  rimGur: If  is  very  cu- 
rious to  see  vvhat  a  change  has  been  pro- 
duced by  our  war  against  the  Jacobins  and 
Reformers.  ■  We  seem  no  where  to  have 
any  cm-dial  friaids.  These  whom  we  side 
with  do  not  seem  to  like  us.  There  ap- 
pears to  be  every  where  a  suspicion  of  ns; 
and  a  partiality  towards  the  French,'  in 
spite  of  all  ihey  have  done. — —The  cause 
is,  that  no  people  can  now  rely  upon  a 
iiefence  against  the  French,  We  have 
not  the  means  of  affording  permanent  pro- 
tection. Experience  has  now  taught  the 
governtnents  of  Europe,  that  our  alliance 
is  fatal,  and  that  is  the  cause  of  their  in- 

,  decision.  We  have  done,  perhaps,  all 
that  ve  wei-e  able  to  do;  but,  then,  it  fol- 
lows, that,  in  that  wny,  we  are  not  able  to 

■  ^o,enpu!^/i.  ',  'I'he  expence  of  the  war  is 
ie  eoormous  from  the  circum- 
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stance  of  the  depreciation  of  our  paper- 
money.  '1  he  exchange  is  about  .S3  per 
centum  against  us  in  all  the  countries 
of  Europe  where  we  have  troops;  that  is 
to  siiy,  it  costs  us  that  much  more,  in  no- 
minal amount,  thail  it  would  cost  us,  if  our 
paper-money  Uerfe  not  depreciated.  Sir 
JoHX.SiNCLAiK  and  I\lr.  PKKCBVALtalk  very 
loudly  about  the  paper's  enabting'tcs  to  gain 
victories;  but,  it  may\\ilh  much  greater 
certain'y  be  said,  that  the  victories  enable  us 
to  mahe  paper-inoney ;  or,  rathe'',  compel  Us 
to  make  more  of  it.  For,  it  is  the  victo- 
ries, or,  rather,  the  valodr  displayted  bjr 
our  army,  that  feed  the  war  with  hopes, 
and  encourage  us  to  extend  our  military 
operations;  these  operations  demand  an 
increase  of  money;  and  that  increasis  can 
now  take  place  only  in  paper.  It  has, 
therefore,  ahvays  appeared  very  wonder- 
ful to  mp,  that  many  of  those  whose  all 
fiepi  uds  upon  the  solidity  of  the  paper, 
should  be  amongst  the  most  forward  in 
applauding  the  continuance  and  the  exten- 
sion of  the  war  ;  when,  if  they  viewed  the 
matter  aright,  they  would  perceive,  that 
every  campaign  diminished  in  a  growing 
proportion,  the  value  of  their  property, 
and  that,  in  the  end,  the  same  cause  must 
produce  its  total  annihilation,  unless 
checked  by  some  nieahs,  which,  at  pre- 
sent, lie' beyond  the  sight  of  any  human 
being,  \rith  the  exception  of  the  membei"S 
of  the  Bullion  Committee. 

Naval  Ofiiceks'  Pay. A  curious 

debate  has  taken  place  in  the  House  of 
Commons  ou  this  subject;  but,  it  does 
not  appear  to   be  clearly  understood  by 

the   public- A  motion  was  made   by 

Captain  Bunnett  for  causing  such  an 
arrangement  to  be  made  as  that  the  offi- 
cers cf  the  navy  might  always  receive 
their  pay  nt  par,  when  on  foreign  stations. 

This;   tliough   it  does  not  appear  to 

have  excited  much  attention  in  the  pub- 
lic, is  a  matter  {>f  vast  moment.  It  is  the 
dawn  and  only  the  mere  dawn  of  what  is 
to  come.     I  will,  therefore,  endeavour  to 

place  it   in  a  clear  light. ^ Officers  of 

the  Navy,  when  on  foreign  stations,  ob- 
tain their  pay  by  drawing  bills  of  exchange 
upon  i/ie  government  at  home;  and,  of  course, 
if  the  paper-money,  in  which  those  bills 
are  finally  paid  at  home,  be  depreciated, 
the  bills  will  not  obtain  so  much  of  the 
money  of  the  country,  whence  they  send 
tne  biils,  as  they  would  obtain  if  the  paper- 
money  was  not  depreciated.  For,  in- 
stance, if  I  am  at  Malta  and  draw  a  bill 
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for  a  hurtdrcd  pounds  upon  the  govern- 
ment at  home,  and  that  bill  be  p'dd  in 
guineas,  I  can  get  41-5  dollars  (all  but  a 
fraction)  foe,  the  bill  ;  but,  if  ilie  bill, 
when  it  comes  home  is  paid  in  a  p;iper- 
money,  worth,  as  Mr.  Horner  has  ac- 
knowledged, only  13s.  lOd.  in  the  pound; 
then  I  cg,nnpt,  of  course,  get  so  many 
dollars  for  my  bill ;  because,  when  the 
bill  comes  to  England,  it  will  not  fetch  so 

many  dollars  here. The  rial   fact,  at 

this  time,  is,  that,  at  Maltvi,  for  instance, 
the  naval  bill  upon,  the  government  at 
home  will  not  sell  i'or  so  much  by  33  per 
centum  as  if  we  had  real  money  in  Eng- 
land to  pay  the  bill  wilh.  This  i-  what 
is  meant  when    people  say,  that  the   ex- 

change  is  33  per  centum  against  England. 

Now,  suppose  a  captain  of  the  Navy  to  be 
stationed  at  Malta,  and  suppose  bis  pay 
to  be  X.loO  a-year.  He  draws  his  bill 
for  his  pay  ;  and,  if  our  paper-money 
were  not  depreciated,  or  if  we  paid  the 
bill  in  guineas,  his  bill  would  fetch  him 
890  dollars  at  Malta.  But,  as  things  now 
stand,  his  bill  will  fetch  him  only  594 
dollars.  This  is  something  worthy  of  at- 
tention. Aye,  the  reader  rausi  be  as 
blind  as  some  other  good  folks  appear  to. 
be,  if  he  does  not  see,  that  this  will  lead 
to  consequences;    for,  GO  ON  IT  MUST 

as  sure  and  certain  as  time  will  go  on. ■ 

they    begin    to     feel    the    thing,    do 
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Oh! 

they  !  They  will  possibly  begin  to  doubt 
pf  the  wisdom  of  all  the  fine  sayings  about 
the  solidity  of  t/ie  Bank.  Take  my  word 
for  it,  that  those  are  drollish  times  that 
make  Naval  Officers  study  and  understand 
Political  (Economy.  •  .  But,  the  contrast 
between  the  i-Iaval  and  Military  Officer 
makes  the  thing  more  plain.  For,  as  the 
Army  are  paid  upon  the  spot,  they  do  not 
suffer  from  the  exchange.  So  that,  ob- 
serve, the  Captain  in  the  Array  gets  for 
his  cf.'iOO  of  pay  890  dollars,  while  the 
Naval  Officer  gets,  for  his  J^.200  of  pay, 
only  594  dollars.  This  is  droli  work  1 
This  is  a  state  of  things  that  is  not  made 

to  last  for  ever. Suppose  now,  that  the 

Naval  Officer  and  the  Military  Officer 
have  .it". 200  of  pay  due  to  each,  and  that 
they  are  both  at  Malta,  The  Naval  Officer 
draws  his  bill  and  wants  to  get  dollars  for 
it.  The  Military  Officer  gets  his  p^iy  in 
dollars  from  the  paymaster;  and,  as  he 
wants  to  send  his  money  home  to  his  wife, 
as  all  good  husbands  in  the  army  and 
every  where  else  ought  to  do,  he  buys  his 
naval  friend's  bill,  and  gives  him  594  dol- 
lars for  it,  of  course,  that  being  its  worth  J  connected  with  the  business  of  the  Meei- 


at  Malta  ;  so  that  he  gets  his  cf.  200to 
send  to  England,  and  has  296  dollars  left 

in  his  bag. No,  no;  Sir  John  Sinclair, 

this  is  not  a  natural  slate  of  things:  it  i? 
not  a  state  of  things  that  can  last:  and,  w^ 
have  ill  these  very  facts  auoiher  instance, 
and  a  very  striking  onc^too,  of  the  manner, 
in  which  the  paper-money  uill  woikupon 
us. — —It  will,  by-and-by,be  felt  sensibly 
in  ihe  soldhr's  pay  -dl  hotne,  who,  though 
he  has  bread  and  meat  at  a  fixed  price, 
will  wonder  how  his  pay  tomes  to  pro- 
duce him  so  much  less  than  it  used  to  do. 
It  will  work  through  all  departments.  It 
will  affijct  ever}"^  body  vshose  income  is  of 
a T^xerf  nature,  as  to  nominal  amount ;  and, 
in  this  way  it  will  fulfil  the  predictions  of 
Paine,  that  "  that  which  has  been  the 
"cause  of  our  strength,  wiM  become  the 
"  cause  of  our  iveukness." 

I  had  partly  prepared  an  article  upon  the 
subject  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  in  ansvver 
to  the  Blaming  Chronicle,   but  1   have  not 

time   to  finifh    it.-^ The   debate,    upon 

Lord  Folkestone's  motion  relative  to  the 
sentence.?  upon  Messrs.  CoLLYERand  Dra- 
KARD,  whicii  debate  I  in.iert  below,  shall 
be  noticed  in  my  next;  when  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  exhibit  a  true  comparison  be- 
tween the  government  of  Buonaparte  and 
that  of  England,  especially  relative  to  the 

prcsti,  and  to  the  treatment  of  soldiers. In 

the  mean  while,  1  hope  the  debate  will  be 
read. 

W^.  COBBETT. 

Siaie  Prison,  Newgate,  Friday, 
1  i'th  June,  1  tj  11 . 

REFORM  OF  PARLIAMENT. 

Sii-; — I  attended  the  Meeting  at  the  Free- 
Mason's- Tavern  yesleruay  ;  and  it  is  no 
wonder  that  the  iiupression  made  upon  me 
by  the  sight  of  so  many  respectable  nien 
convened  from  all  paits  of  the  country  for 
the  best  of  purposes,  continued  after  1  fell 
asleep,  i  dreamed  that  I  addressed  the 
Meeting  as  soon  as  Mr.  NortUmore  sat 
down,  in  the  following  words; 

"  Sir   John    Throckmorton,-. 1    can 

hardly  hope  to  be  pardoned,  if  I  shew  so 
little  gratitude  to  the  last  Speaker,  as  ta 
find  the  least  fault  wilh  any  part  of  his 
most  excellent  Speech.  But  I  beg  your 
patience  for  a  few  momtnts,  vyhile  I  con- 
fess that  I  cannot  entirely  agree  with  hinv 
in  his  lamentations  for  the  out-! awed  fa- 
mily of  guineas.  This  subject  is  intimately 
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to  aUirm  the  most  timid  with  a  fear  of  in- 
si)lveacy.     .Suppose    the  HouSe   of  Com- 


^I'ngj  and  if  yi^ed  in  what  appears  to  me 
to  be  the  true  light,  furnishes  a  fresh  ar- 
g(ifi?ent  for  a  Reform  of  the  Commoi)? 
House  of  Parliament.  In  the  fust  place,  I 
cariiiot  ?ee  tioW  those  same  guineas  can 
propdrly  be  tailed  out-laws.  They  aire 
not  tialives  of  this  ccnntry.  They  were 
born  ini  America^  Christened  in  Africa,  and 
v/andered  to  Europe,  many  of  them  in 
their  vvay  to  A'ia.  Again,  be  pleased  to 
recollect  how  they  employed  themselves 
while  they  were  here.  What  were  the 
places  which  they  most  avoided  ?  The 
purses  of  Patriots.  What  the  places  which 
they  were  r4)ost  fond  of  fccqueming  ?  The 
pockets  of  Court-Sycophants.  Sir,  the 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  tells  us  that  he 
is  a  West-Country -Man :  He  has  therefore, 
seen  rotten  Boroughs  as  plenty  as  Black- 
berries. Into  which  of  those  boroughs 
have  not  thf  -guinea-family  crept,  on  dirty 
errands  from  the  Treasury?  Have  they 
not  been  the  go-betweens  in  every  act  of 
corruption  ?  When  you  call  to  mind  th>» 
numberless  deeds  of  poi'ution  in  which 
they  have  been  concerned,  and  remember, 

.  at  the  same  time,  the  sacred  head  which  is 
impressed  upon  them,  you  cannot  but  feel 
highly  indignant.  But  vvhen  it  occurs  to 
ynu  that  the  reverse  is  the  arms  of  Great- 
Britain,  your  indignation  must  be  un- 
bpundfc.d. You  probably   guess  that   I 

,  am  going  to  be  the  Panegyrist  of  the  fa- 
mily by  which  the  guineas  are  succeed- 
ed ;  the  ragged  race  of  Bink-Note^.  No- 
thing is  jarther  from  my  mtention.  They 
are  still  w..rse,than  their  predecessors. 
It  is  true,  they  are  natives.  They  are  cock- 
nies.  They  were  born  and  bred  in  Thread- 
needle  Street :  And  happy  Would  it  have 
been  if  they  had  ended  their  days  there. 
It  is  also  true,  that  tiiey  arD  free  from  the 
guilt  of  disgracing  the  Ensigns  of  their 
Kmg  and  Country.  But  in  corrupt  prac- 
tice, the}'  equal,  I  believe  tlrej"^  exceed  the 
fam'ly  that  is  gone  into  exile.  They  htve 
moreover,  a  vice  which,  in  these  times,  is 
l»oke^  upon  as  the  worst  of  all  vices,  the 
vice  of  inheff  lit  poverty.  Sir,  the  whole 
family  is  not  worth  a  shilling.  What 
then,  are  we  to  have  no  sort  of  n^Bcy  i' 
n(  ith«-r  coin  nor  credit  ?  Enough  o^Doth: 
but  upon  a  feu  suppositions.  Suppose 
you  should  succeed  a(  last  in  what  so 
many  good  men  have  attempted,  a  Reforril 
of  the  Representation.  Suppose  your  Re- 
presentatives should  keep  a  proper  watch 
over  th(  expenditure  of  public  money. 
Suppose  they  should  insist  upon  it  that  the 
National  Debt  should  never  ris<6  so  high  ae 


mons  would  never  suffer  Ministers  Id 
create  a  debt  for  delivering  Europe  out  of 
thf  hands  of  tlie  Buonapartes,  and  into 
the  hands  of  the  Bourbons.  Suppose  it 
was  a  maxnn  never  to  be  violated,  that 
the  debt  of  the  nation  Should  be  kept  so 
low  as  that  any  creditor  might,  at  any 
time,  be  sure  of  selling  his  share  at  its  full 
value.  On  these  suppositions,  what  Would 
be  the  proper  circuldiing  paper-credit  of 
the  country?  What!  but  Bank  receipts 
and  dividend  v/arrants  ?  I  do  not  at  all 
wonder  at  the  sensation  which  this  piopo- 
sai  has  caused.  The  very  mention  of 
Government  paper  is  connected  with  the 
ideas  of  ruin.  I  hear  a  genllemian  observe, 
that  all  governments  who  h'.ve  issued 
paper  have  been  bankrupt.  They  were 
bankrupt  before  they  issued  paper;  or 
they  were  gDvernmtnts  whose  land  and 
labour,  on  which  the  security  of  all  cre- 
dit must  rest,  were  as  iostcare  as  the  paper 
itself.: — I  Oft  not  say  that  this,  or  any  other 
good  may  beefiected  without  a  Rt^form  of 
Parliament.  But  with  a  Reform,  what 
may  not  be  hoped  for  ?  A  million  a  year 
saved  to  the  nation ;  which  now  goes  into 
the  pockets  of  the  proprietors  of  Bank- 
Stock :  An  easy  and  unexpensive  transfer 
of  government  securities  :  the  whole  host 
of  stock-jobbers  disbanded  :  Variations  in 
the  price  of  Stocks  totally  precluded  :  an 
end  to  the  disgrace  of  creating  a  debt  of  20 
millions,  merel}'  that  the  signs  of  that  debt 
may  be  a  circulating  medium;  when  we 
have  a  debt  of  700  mil  lions  ahead  3^  created, 
wiuiout  huviiig  confidence  enough  in  go- 
vernment to  circulate  any  part  of  the  ac- 
knowledgements of  this  debt:  saving  of 
I  he  expence  of  foreign  gold,  vvithout  any 
danger  from  its  substitute  :  a  legal  tender 
to  which  no  man  could  object,  becatlse 
every  man  would  take  it  willingly  and 
without  force. — It  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  go  further  at  present,  into  this 
intricate  but  interesting  department  of 
political  oBconoray.  If  the  out-line  which 
I  have  droAn  be  correct,  as  I  firmly 
believe  it  is,  there  are  many  in  this  as- 
sembly who  are  more  capable  of  filling  it 
up  than  1  am. — At  all  events,  let  Meet- 
ings, like  the  present,  be  stated,  calm  and 
constitutional.  Let  every  thing  that  can 
with  propriety,  be  conceded  to  unani- 
mity. If,  as  just  now,  an  apple  of  discord 
be  thrown  among  us,  let  it  not  be  tak^n 
up.  Rejoicing  in  every  pornt  that  may 
be  gained,  let  us  not  remit  our  exeHioas 
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'till  the  Constitution  be  restored  to  its 
purity.  Above  all,  take  care  not  to  fol- 
low the  advice  which  i.s  given  by  a  friend 
of  those  recreant  Reformers,  the  Whigs, 
to  '  bind  ourselves  to  ask  notliing 
more,'  if  perchance  some  alteration,  in 
point  of  form,  should  be  made  in  the 
existing  system."  I  was  roused  from 
sleep  by  a  sound,  whether  of  disapproba- 
tion or  applause,  I  am  not  able  to  recol- 
lect.—I  am.  Sir,  what  your  generous  at- 
tachment to  a  banished  family  will  per 
,.haps  make  you  readily  believe, 
^'/  June  U,  1811.  A  DriEAMER. 
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LIBEL  CASE. 


Report  of  a  Debate  in  the  Honourable  House 
on  the  1  '2th  of  June,  1 S 1 1 ,  upon  a  Motion 
of  Lm-d  Viscount  Folkestone,  relative  to 
the  Sentences  upon  3Iessrs.  Golh/er  and 
Drakard\  • 

Loud  Folkestone  rose  to  make  his  pro- 
raised  motion  for  the  production  of  the 
Criminal  Informations  against  Messrs. 
Drakard  and  Collyer  for  libels,  and  he  was 
happy  that  at  length  he  was  enabled  to  do 
so  while  the  Attorney-General  was  in  his 
place.  The  sentence  that  had  been  passed 
upon  those  men  appeared  to  him  to  be  of 
a  most  cruel  and  severe  kind — and  he 
would  shortly  state  the  circumstances  of 
the  prosecutions  to  the  House,  which  he 
thought  WQuld  abundantly  prove  that  he 
was  correct  in  bis  designation  of  the  pu- 
nishm^ot.  The  libel  for  which  Mr.  Dra- 
kard had  been  prosecuted  appeared  first 
in  his  own  paper,  Tlie  Staniford  News,  from 
which  it  had  been  copied  by  a  London 
news-paper.  Against  the  Editor  of  this 
latter  paper  a  criminal  information  had 
been  filed  by  the  Attorney-General.  The 
matter  came  on  for  trial  at  Westminster 
Hall,  and  the  accused  had  been  acquitted 
by  the  Jury.  It  was  not  his  intention  to 
go  into  the  details  of  the  prosi_!cution 
against  Mr.  Drakard  at  the  present  time 
—but  from  the  complaints  that  had  been 
".aoade,  that  there  were  persons  who  wished 
^;i'tc>  orerturn  all  establishments,  and  espe- 
.-cially  thejudicialestahlishraents,  he  shoiiid 
l^ave  thought  it  politic  not  to  try  a  man 
Tor  such  aa  undefined  offence  as  that  of 
".libe',  wheri  another  who  had  published 
" '.tbc  same  libel  had  been  acquiUed.  These, 

towever,  it  appeared,  were  motivRs  which 
id  not  actuate  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
V/Crown,  and  Mr.  Drakard  was  tried  at  the 
'^^itssizes  and  found  guilty.    At  the  trial  he 


had  been  charged  not  only  by  the  Law- 
yers against  him,  but  by  the  Judge  on  the 
Bencb,  with  partiality  to  France,  and  a 
desire  of  e:xalting  the  advantages  of  the 
Government  of  that  country,  in  compari- 
son with  that  of  England.     When   Mr. 
Drakard  was  brought   up   for  judgment, 
therefore,  he  produced  an  affidavit,  con- 
taining various   extracts  from  his  paper, 
disproving  in  the  most  convincing  manner 
this  charge  ;  and  shewingthat  so  far  from 
being  actuated  by  any  favour  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  France,  he  had  otx  many  oc- 
casions written  with  the  utmost  earnest- 
ness  against  the   mode  of    Government 
which  prevailed  in  that  country.     It  was 
most  extraordinary    however,  tl.at  these 
extracts,  which  were  a  complete  answer 
to  charges  alledged  at  the  trial  as  aa  ag- 
gravation of  the  libel,  should  at  the  time  of 
pronouncing  sentence  be  held  out  as  an 
aggravation— fJfesr,    Hear  !) — and    that 
all  the  advantage   Mr.   Drakard  derived 
from  having  refuted  the  charge   of  parti- 
ality to  France  was  to  be  told  that  it  was 
no  excuse  for  a  libel  against  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country,  to  have  libelled  that 
of  France.     The  sentence  of  Mr.  Drakard 
was,    that   he  should    be   imprisoned    IS 
months,  fined  200/.  and  give  security  for 
his  good  behaviour  for  three  years.     He 
would  not  at  present  consider  the  nature 
of  the  libel,  or  whether  the  punishment 
was  at  all  proportioned  to  the  oflence ;  but 
he  would  take  it  in  this  light — was  it  fit- 
ting to  subject  one  man  to  so  very  severe 
a  punishment  for  an  offence  of  which  ano- 
ther, who   had  published  the  same  libel, 
had  been  acquitted  by  a  Jury  of  his  coun- 
trymen ?  The  criminality  of  a  libel,  it  was 
said,  consisted  in  its  tendency  to  produce 
a  breach  of  the   peace.     One   Jury   had 
pronounced  that  the  publication  in  ques- 
tion had  no  such  tendency — another  Jury 
iiad  ilecided   that  it   had ;  but  when  opi- 
nions were  so  nearly  balanced,  it  was  too 
much,  he  thought,  to  inflict  a  punishment 
which  would  have  almost  been  excessive, 
if  all  mankind  had  been  agreed  that  the 
publication  v;as  really  criminal.     It  was 
on  this  ground  that  he  called  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Drakard.— 
The  other  case  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  much 
more  grievous  one.     It  was  that   of  Mr. 
Collyer,  a  dyer,  at  Manchester,  who  had 
been  surcharged  for  the  Income-tax.     He 
appealed  against  this  surcharge,  and  being 
put  to  his  oath  before  the  Commissioners, 
swore  that  his  income  was  no  more  than 
ICO/.  wTiw>"eas  the  charge  was  for  SOO/. 
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This,  hoivevcr,  had  only  been  reduced  to 
250/.  which  Mr.  Collyer  conceiving  to  be 
iinjast,  refused  to  pay.  His  goods  had  in 
consequence  been  distrained,  and  a  horse 
and  rart  had  been  sold.  Mr,  Collyer 
found  himself  injured  by  this  proi  ceding 
in  two  ways.  In  the  first  place,  many  of 
his  neighbours  began  to  consider  ;him  as  a 
man  in  bad  circumstances,  and  by  this 
means  his  credit  in  trade  had  materiallj' 
suffered — others  again  put  a  very  injurious 
coristruction  on  the  matter,  and  were  dis- 
posed to  consider  him  as  a  perjured  man, 
the  Commissioners  having  refused  to  be- 
lieve him  on  oath.  He  therefore  resolved 
to  publish  a  vindication  of  his  own  con- 
duct ;  but,  being  an  illiterate  man,  he  did 
not  know  how  to  dravv  it  up,  and  applied 
to  the  editor  of  one  of  the  Manchester  pa- 
perSj  Mr.  Cowdroy,  stating  the  circum- 
stances, ai^.d  desiring  him  to  make  up  a 
statement  and  publi.'^h  it  in  his  paper. 
This  was  to  be  paid  for  as  an  advertisement 
—but  Mr.  Collyer  particularly  cautioned 
Mr.  Cowdvoy  to  avoid  all  libellous  matter, 
or  anything  that  might  bring  him  into  dif- 
ficulty-. '  The  Editor  promised  to  do  this 
—'and  thepaper  being  drawn  up,  Collyer 
not  being  very  capable  of  judging  whether 
it  contained  iihpn^per  matter  or  not,  signed 
■his  name  to  it,  paid  the  money,  and  it  was 
inserted.  Some  alterations  were  made  in 
'it  aftei  wards,  and  it  was  then  carried  by 
Mr.  Collyer  to  the  Editor  of  another 
papi?r  in  Mancliester,  who  also  inserted  it. 
From  this  it  found  its  waj'  into  a  London 
paper— j^r  ii-hich  Mr.  Lovel  um  now  siijjer- 
ifi^  imprisonment  for  \2mvjiths.  An  Infor- 
imatiorv was  filed  against  Mr.  Collyer  for 
this  ofience — he  was  convicted  and  sen- 
leilced  to  !  2  months  imprisonment.  The 
ti-hcle  of  the  circumstances  which  he  had 
S^tat6d,  appeared  in  Court  as  he  had  taken 
them  from  an  affidavit  which  must  have 
been  read  there.  Suppose  the  defence  of 
this  man  had  contained  offensive  matter — 
still  it  might  have  been  a  question,  whe- 
ther he  "ought  to  be  prosecuted,  when  it 
ivas  considered  that  his  only  reason  was 
to  do  away  the  injurious  impressions 
among  his  neighbours  that  he  was  a  man 
in  low  circumstances,  or  that  he  had  been 
guilty  of  perjury — but  when  it  was  found 
that  he  was  really  not  the  author  of  the 
libel  ;  that  he  had  even  strictlj'  cautioned 
the  person  <vho  drew  it  up  not  to  insert 
any  libellous  matter,  nor  do  any  thing 
against  law  ;  it  was  surely  an  extreme 
measure  of  justice  to  punish  him  with  im- 
priuonment  for  12  months.    Me  had  on  a 


former  occasion  staled,  that  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
persons  convicted  of  felonies,  for  •which  by  law 
their  lives  ixere  forfeited,  ixere  sentenced  to  zm- 
prisonnient  for  one,  tivo,  or  three  months,  and 
yet  this  man,  under  such  circumstances,  had 
been  condemned  to  a  yearns  imprisonment  .'■ — 
He  would  now,  with  the  ieate  of  the 
House,  read  this  terrible  libel,  which  had 
called  down  so  heavy  a  punishment. 
[His  Lordship  then  read  the  publication, 
which  has  been  already  before  the  public] 
It  appeared  then  that  this  offence  was 
really  of  so  slight  and  trifling  a  nature, 
that  it  was  hardly  possible  even  to  be 
angry  at  it.  The  Commissioners  them- 
selves felt  no  resentment  for  it ;  and  so 
little  was  it  thought  df,  that  one  of  the  per- 
sons who  inserted  it  was  a  friend  of  the. 
Commi.'isioners.  They  themselves  lold 
this  man  that  they  had  no  enmity  tovvards 
him,  that  thty  xioidd  do  tvcry  thin^  in  their 
power  io  get  him  out  of  the  scrape,  but  tliut  the 
thi/ii^  lias  in  the  hands  of  his  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment ;  and  yet  the  Attorney- General, 
knoivijig  all  these  ciiciwixtances,  on  a  former  oc- 
casion lold  him  (Lord  Folkestone)  that  he 
hud  the  satisfaction  to  have  prosecuted  this 
man  to  conviction !  He  hoped  one  of  the 
Privy  Council,  or  some  person  about  his 
iioyal  Highness  the  Regent,  would  repre- 
sent this  case  to  him,  when  he  had  no 
doubt,  from  (he  generosity  of  his  mind, 
that  he  woiild  do  m  it  wlrat  was  proper. 
When  he  and  others,  thinking  the  press 
hardly  used,  and  thtt  there  was  even  u  sys- 
leniatic  eflbrt  to  subdue  it,  had  on  a  former 
occasion  thought  ii  right  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject of  informations  lor  libel  before  the 
House,  he  had  employed  a  Solicitor  to  pro- 
cure him  copies  (tf  the  inf(-rmaiionsi  The 
Solicitor  found  it  more  convenient  to  ap- 
ply to  those  who  were  employed  for  the 
several  parties,  than  to  gel  ihem  from  the 
office.  He  got  them  all,  except  the  case 
of  this  man;  for,  finding  that  the  copy 
was  wanted  for  Lord  Folkestone,  the  At- 
torney for  the  party  expressed  his  fears, 
lest  if  the  matter  came  to  llie  Attorney- 
General's  ears,  the  punishment  would  be 
more  severe.  He  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  there  was  any  foundation  for  this 
fear  j  but  this  shewed  the  state  of  intimi- 
dation in  which  the  Press  was  placed.  By 
the  negligence  of  the  Solicitors,  ihe  in- 
structions had  not  been  delivered  to  the 
Counsel  till  a  few  minutes  before  Collyer 
was  brought  up  for  judgment.  The  Coun- 
sel therefore  applied  to  the  Attorney  "Ge- 
neral to  have  the  mattei-  put  off,  when  the 
Attorney    General    asked  them  whether 
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they  would  answer  that  Lord  Folkestone 
would  not  accuse  him  of  not  having  prose- 
cuted their  client?  He  would  ask  the  At- 
torney-General whether  this  was  not  cor- 
rect ?  Did  the  Attorney-Genorai  act  dif- 
i'erently  from  what  he  otherwise  would 
have  done,  on  account  of  any  thing  that  he 
(Lord  Folkestone)  might  say  ?  'Ihe  better 
way  would  be  to  act  even  upon  his  own 
notions  of  what  was  right.  But  he  denied 
that  he  had  ever  blamed  the  Attorney- 
Genera!  for  not  prosecuting.  He  had  only 
blamed  him  for  his  partiality  for  having 
prosecuted  those  who  opposed  the  i  oiitics 
of  Government  for  smaller  otiijnces,  while 
he  svift^'ie.!  those  who  supported  the  poli- 
tics of  Guvoriiment  to  publish  the  grossfst 
libels  with  ii-.ipunity.  Jl  had  been  ruled  by 
the  Court.,  that  even  puuin'^  a  letter  in  thepost- 
oj/ice  containing  Lhelious  mutter  nvis  a  publica- 
tion. What  man,  then,  would  dare  to  com- 
plain of  rhe  conduct  oi"  men  in  office  even 
in  this  way,  if  a  punishment  so  severe  as  a 
year's  imprisonment  were  to  he  inflicted 
for  otit^nct  s  so  slight  as  that  of  Coliytr  ? 
Was  he  not  justifieiJ,  then,  m  calling  it  a 
most  severe  and  crtiel  punishment  ?  He  con- 
cluded by  moving  for  Copies  of  the  Infor- 
mations against  Drakard  and  Collyer. 

Tnii  AxTORNEY-GtNERAL  hoped,  when 
his  conduct  was  called  in  question,  that 
the  House  would  indulge  him  while  he 
gave  an  account  what  that  conduct  had 
been.  •  He  begged  the  Noble  Lord  not  to 
believe  that  he  could  have  talked  disre- 
spectfully in  another  place  of  any  motioii 
made  by  the  Noble  Lord  in  that  House. 
He  ndgtjt  no  doubt  have  expressed  him- 
self in  the  terras  retailed  to  the  Noble 
Lord,  and,  wh^n  an  application  lor  delay 
was  moved,  might,  turning  lo  those  near 
him,  have  said  in  an  under  tone,  "  what 
will  such  a  person  say,  if  I  consent  to  any 
postponement."  He  verily  believes  he 
liad  said  so,  and  that,  too,  just  in  the  way 
in  which  he  had  described  it,  and  that 
some  busy  person  hatl  thought  it  worth  his 
while  to  retail  it  to  the  Noble  Lord..  He 
was  saiibiied,  however,  that  the  Noble 
Lord  was  incapable  of  supposing  that  he 
could  have  been  actuated  in  any  thing  he 
did  by  the  conduct  of  the  Noble  Loid  in 
bringing  the  subject  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House,  or  that  he  could  ever 
have  allowed  such  a  circumstance  to  act 
on  him  in  such  a  way  as  to  cause  him  to 
deviate  from  the  line  of  his  duty,  which, 
he  was  conscious,  he  had  never  trans- 
gressed on  any  occasion.  Jf  the  Noble 
Lord  could  suppose  him  capable  of  visit- 
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ing  the  oilLmce  of  any  man,  with  greater 
bitterness  because  he  had  communicated 
with  the  Noble  Lord,  he  did  hiin  (the  Att. 
Gen.)  great  injustice.  He  snould  feel  mor- 
titied  could  he  believe  that  the  Noble  Lord 
supposed  him  capable  of  such  a  violation 
of  duty.  He  then  pioceedcd  to  consider 
the  two  cases  brought  mader  the  conside- 
ration of  live.  House  bv  the  Noble  Lord- 
First,  as  to  the  case  of  Drakard,  the.  Noble 
Lord  seemed  to  conceive  that  iifur  the 
Hunts  had  been  acquiUed  he  (the  Attor- 
ney Gene  n!)  ought  to  have  l»een  contents 
'  d.  and  should  ha\e  thought  the  cau^e  of 
justuesatisfied. — Though  there  were  many 
unexceptionable  answers  which  mit/bt  be 
given  to  this  observation,  there  was  one 
short  one,  which  he  thought  was  suflicii.n.t, 
and  this  was,  that  the  Nobie  Lord  must 
have  been  misinf'rmed,  for  the  two  pubr 
lications  were  not  alike:  Hunt's  was 
not  an  exact  copy  of  Driikard's,  but 
there  were  many  grossly  oiitnsive  pas- 
sages in  Drakard's  libel  which  had  not 
found  their  way  into  Hunt's  publica- 
tion. He  did  not  agree,  however,  that  the 
acquittal  of,  Hunt  was  a  sufficient  rea- 
son for  staying  the  proceedings  againirt 
Drakard,  even  had  the  publicat.ons  been 
exactly  the  same.  Ons  wouhJ  suppose, 
however,  from  the  statement  of  the  Nobie 
Lord,  that  he  (the  Attorney  General) 
hunted  down  these  persons  from  a  plea- 
sure which  he  took  in  oppressing  thtm. 
If  he  did  use  the  word  pleasure  when  he 
.communicated  to  the  Noble  Lord  the  fact 
of  Collyer's  having  been  convicted,  his 
using  that  expression  did  not,  proceed  from 
any  pleasure  he  felt  at  the  circumstance 
itself,  but,  simply,  from  rinding  that  he 
was  correct  m  what  he  had  stated  on  a 
former  night,  merely  on  recollection. 
With  the  sentence  imposed  on  Drakard  he 
(the  ittorney-General)  had  no  concern. 
For  that  he  could  not  uoswcr,  but  at  the 
same  time  he  must  Hay,  that  it  could  not 
at  all  be  adected  by  the  aoquitt-Lii  of  Hunt. 
The  Court  of  King's  Bench  nad  to  look  to 
all  the  circumstances  oi  the  libel  itselt, 
and  to  apportion  the  punishment  to  the 
enormity  of  it,  without  regard  to  any  ex- 
traneous circumstances.  The}'  were  to 
say,  what  was  a  just  punishment  for  the 
libel  as  it  appeared  before  them.  This 
they  had  done,  and  the  Noble  Lord  had 
not  thought  proper  to  enter  into  an  inves- 
tigation of  the  libel,  for  the  pm  pose  of 
shewing  that  the  punishment  was  dispro- 
portionate to  the  otFence.  He  now  caiue 
to  the  case  of  Collyer  j  and  here  the  House 
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i;yould  pkase  to  consider  who  the  persons 
vrere^  against  whom  tlie  libel  was  publish- 
ed. They  were  Gentlemen  who  undertook 
a  laborious  and  invidious  office  for  the 
sake  of  the  public,  and  if  they  were  not 
to  be  protected  against  calumny  in  the 
exercise  of  their  duty,  the  office  must  re- 
main unexecuted.  He  did  assure  the  No- 
ble Lord,  that  never  in  any  case  had  more 
pains  been  taken  to  ascertain  what  were 
its  real  merits,  than  he  had  taken  in  this 
very  case.  He  had  not  coniined  his  in- 
quiries to  the  consideration  of  the  libel, 
but  he  had  also  exerted  himself  to  ascer- 
tain if  CoUyer  had  any  real  ground  of 
complaint.  Though  that  would  not  have 
operated  as  an  excuse,  still  he  had  satis- 
fied himself  on  this  head  before  he  filed  an 
information  against  him.  The  libel  did 
not  in  fact  apply  to  an  appeal  and  oath 
made  by  CoUyer  at  the  time,  but  he  had 
gone  on  with-holding  part  of  his  income 
for  five  years.  So  far,  too,  from  the  Com- 
missioners being  satisfied  without  prose- 
cuting Collyer,  it  was  only  on  a  complaint 
from  them  that  they  could  not  go  on  in 
their  office,  if  the  matter  was  allowed  to 
pass,  that  he  was,  prosecuted,  The  tuo 
printers  were  first  prosecuted,  and  the 
Commissioners  agreed  to  wave  the  prose- 
cution against  them,  if  the  author  was 
given  up.  This  he  (the  Attorney  General) 
disapproved  of,  thinking  the  printer  or 
publisher  often  as  mischievous  a  character 
as  the  author,  but  he  did  not  think  himself 
warranted  in  refusing  to  accede  after  such 
an  argument  had  'beta  made.  Sd  far, 
therefore,  from  originating  with  him,  the 
'  prosecution  against  CBllyer  had  been  un- 
dertaken at  the  express  desire  of  the  Com- 
missioners themselves.  It  was  to  be  ob- 
served, however,  that  after  the  libel  iii 
question  had  been  printed  by  Cowdroy, 
Collyer  himself  took  it,  and  paid  15.^-  for 
-giving  it  still  further  publicity.  That  these 
circumstances  must  have  had  some  effect 
with  the  Court,  no  man  could  deny.  It 
was  impossible  for  any  dispassionate  man 
to  look  at  the  publication,  ana  not  to  see 
that  it  imputed  to  the  Commissioners  that 
they  acted  from  corrupt  motives,  or  from 
the  very  worst  of  passions.  These  being 
the  circumstances  of  the  two  cases,  alluded 
to  by  the  Noble  Lord,  he  submitted  to  the 
House>  that  there  could  be  no  ground  for 
imputing  any  thing  improper  to  him  ;  cer- 
tainly there  was  nothing  improper  in  the 
Court  who  had  pronounced  the  sentences 
in  question. 
^    Mr,  Whitbrea©  begged  to  say  a  few 


words,  not  respecting  any  thing  improper 
on  the  part  of  tiie  Honourable  and  Learn- 
ed Gentleman  (the  Attorney  General)' 
ivho,  he  had  no  doubt,  had  acted  most  fairly 
and  constitutionally,  but  simply  to  make  a 
geiteral  observation,  that  he  had  remarked 
for  some  time,  that  the  punishments  in* 
flicted  on  olTences  of  this  kind  were  most 
exceedingly  severe.  He  had  occasion 
some  considerable  time  ago  to  present  a 
Petition  on  the  part  of  White  and  Hart, 
whose  period  of  imprisonment  was  now 
neiarly  expired.  There  the  imprisonment 
was  for  three  years;  a  punishment  infi- 
nitely beyond  what  could  be  supposed 
adequate  to  any  offence  of  the  kind.  He 
had  since  heard  of  another  charge  of  a  si- 
milar kind,  against  White  ;  but  he  hoped 
after  so  long  an  imprisonment,  it  would 
not  be  persevered  in.  As  to  the  case  of 
Drakard,  he  could  not  judge,  not  having 
read  the  publication,  but  after  one  person 
had  been  acquitted  for  a  similar  publica- 
tion, he  could  not  but  think  the  punish- 
ment allotted  to  it  was  severe  indeed.  As 
to  Collyer,  it  was  admitted  that  he  was  an 
illiterate  man,  and  that  supposing  himself 
injured,  he,  in  a  state  of  irritation,  em- 
ployed another  person  to  write  out  a  state- 
ment of  his  case,  desiring  him  at  the  same 
time  to  guard  against  every  thin^;;  libellous. 
He  agreed  with  the  Attorney  General  in 
thinking  that  the  person  who  composed 
the  libel  was  the  more  proper  object  of 
punishment.  He  thought  that  the  Com- 
missioners might  have  been  satisfied  witli 
conviction  merely,  without  sentence ; — 
but  if  sentence  was  necessary,  he  was  de- 
cidedly of  opinion  that  twelve  monihs  im- 
prisonment for  an  offence  of  the  kind  was 
such  an  excess  of  punishment,  that  it 
ought  to  be  mitigated  in  that,  quarter  alone 
from  whence  mercy  could  now  flow;  an 
exercise  of  the  prerogative  wliich,  he  was 
convinced,  would  give  satisfaction  to  the 
Public,  and  to  liie  Attorney  General  him- 
self. 

Mb,  Pekceval  said,  if  in  the  case  of  the 
libel  published  by  Drakard,  one  Jury  had 
acquitted  and  another  had  convicted,  it 
was  lor  the  Judges,  when  called  on  to  pro- 
nounce sentence  on  the  person  convicted, 
to  satisfy  their  own  minds  which  of  the 
two  verdicts  had  been  founded  on  mis- 
take, and  to  pass  a  mild  or  severe  sentenc^ 
accordingly.  If  the  Noble  Lord  contend- 
ed that  the  Court  had  erred  in  their  judg- 
ment on  this  point,  why  had  he  not  given 
the  publication  to  the  House  ?  The  fact 
however  was,  that  the   J3^blicatioI^^f^r 


which  a  verdict  of  acquittal  had  been  ob- 
tained, was  not  a  copy  of  the  whole  of  the 
publication  which  another  Jury  had  de- 
clared to  be  a  libel.  As  to  any  applica- 
tion at  the  fountain  of  mercy,  in  the  case 
of  Coliyer,  he  begged  the  House  to  con- 
sider what  was  the  nature  of  that  case.  It 
did  not  depend  on  the. particular  words  of 
the  publication^  but  on  the  mischief  iikely 
to  be  produced  by  it,  and  the  effect  it  was 
Calcidated  to  produce  On  the  minds  of 
those  against  whom  it  was  addressed.  It 
■tVas  to  be  considered  that  they  were  pee 
sons  vVho  served  without  reward,  and  that 
they  lived  in  a  populous  neighbomhood, 
whose  indignation  against  them  such  a 
publication  as  the  present  was  pecul;arly 
;eaiculated  to  excite,  they  being  here  held 
*up  as  persons  who  felt  delight  in  oppres- 
sion. The  Court  could  not  but  have  had 
these  circumstanties  in  view,  and,  influ- 
enctd  by  all  the  merriful  considerations 
which  ought  to  govern  their  minds,  cor- 
rected, liowever,  by  a  regard  to  whM  iho. 
public  seivicfc  required,  they  had  pas;jed 
the  seiirence  now  complained  of.  He  must 
therefore  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  as  the  present  mo- 
tion only  went  the  length  of  reqoii'ing 
copies  of  the  informations  and  judgments 
in  the  particular  cases  ailu(lfid  to,  the  ques- 
tion was,  whether  the  Noble  Lord  had 
here  made  out  a  prima  facie  cise  to  warrant 
such  a  motion  ?  He  was  of  opinion  the 
Noble  Lord  had  made  out  svich  a  ca=e,and 
therefore  he  thought  the  intVtrmations  and 
judgments  ought  to  be  produced  for  the 
sake  of  affording  to  the  House  materials  on 
which  to  build  its  future  opinion. — The 
Comiiissioiurs,  who  ncted  gratuitously 
for  the  public  bentfit,  he  was  fully  aware, 
ought  to  be  supp'jped,  ?\\{S.  if  any  man  li- 
belled them  he  ou^ht  to  be  brought  to 
justice,  but  that  ougii'  not,  to  his  mind,  to 
be  carried  to  so  violent  an  extent,  as  in  the 
present  instance.  There  was  here  an  ap- 
parent harshness  on  ihe  part  of  the  Ad- 
mmistralors  of  Justice,  and,  though  it 
might  not  be  desirable  to  seem  to  doubt  of 
the  decisions  of  our  Courts  of  Law,  that 
did  not  seem  to  him  to  be  so  detrimental 
to  the  public,  as  that  the  House  should  re- 
fuse inquiring  into  the  ixtent  and  pro- 
priety of  punishment,  when  prima  Jacis 
ground  was  laid  for  such  uiquiiy. 

Mr.  Lockhakt  thought  that  the  posi- 
tions with  which  the  Honourable  Member 
who  spoke  last  had  set  out,  would  have  led 
him  to  a  very  different  conclusion.  He 
coutd  not  conceive  a  more  harsh  accUSfio 
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tion  than  that  contaiited  in  the  Libel 
again'.t  these  UommissioneTs  ;  and  to  con^ 
cur  in  the  present  motion  would  be  id  threw  ft 
reflection  on  the  Court,  as  inferring  a  doubt 
at  least  of  ihe  propriety  of  iti judgment,  which, 
he  confessed,  he  saw  no  reason  to  q'lestion. 

Lord  Folkestone,  in  reply,  observed, 
that  the  Honourablfe  and  Learned  Gentle- 
man had  only  urged,  in  opposition  to  his 
motion,  that  it  would  tend  to.  throw  an  im- 
putation on  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
without  a  sufficient  case  being  made  out. 
He  still  thought  that  nothing  which  had 
been  said  by  the  Learned  and  Honourable 
Gentleman  diminished  the  strength  of  the 
case  he  had  describ«d;  and  he  had  no  he- 
sitation in  saying  it  was  a  case  of  peculiat 
hardship  and  oppression.  It  had  been 
Sriid,  that  the  Court  could  only  iofk  at  the 
actual  libel :  but  it  this  was  so,  what  was 
the  nature  or  purpose  of  affidavits  in  miti- 
gation ?  With  respect  to  the  <  ase  of  Dra- 
kard,  he  certainly  was  aware  of  thf  dis- 
tmction  between  it  and  the  Hants,  arising 
iVom  an  omission  of  a  certain  portion  of 
the  original  libel  ;  but  as  the  Counsel  for 
the  prosecution  had  notthou'ghi  proper  tb 
dwell  i<|jon  the  parts  omitted,  he  conceived 
himself  warranted  in  concluding  that  they 
were  not  peculiarly  offensive.  The  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Pefceval) 
had  said,  that  one  libel  ought  not  to  ex- 
cuse another  of  the  same  nature  ;  but  he 
apprehended,  that  as  libel  was  an  offenc* 
only  cognizable  by  law,  as  tending  to  a 
breach  of  the  peace ;  when  public  opi- 
nion, as  expressed  in  the  verdict  of  a  jury, 
bad  decided  that  this  tendency  did  not 
exist,  it  would  have  been  but  just  and  pb- 
litic  to  refrain  from  trying  again  the  same 
question  in  the  case  of  another  person. 

'Ihe  motion  of  Lord  FotKEsroNE  was 
negatived  without  a  division. 


-r^ 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 


SicfLY. Declararton  oj  ihi  Ki}ig relative  to 

tlie  Repot t  of  hi^ bein^ about  to  giveup  his 
Country  to  the  French.— ^PalernhCh  lOih 
March,  ISll.  .  ,    ... 

His  .Majesty  the  King  of  the  T\vb  Sici- 
lies has  been  informed,  that  Some  malelnb'* 
lent  persons  have  circulated  in  this  capi- 
tal, as  also  at  Messina,  scandalous  reports 
of  a  pretended  peace  between  hisMjjeSty 
and  the  French,  of  which  they  havt  the 
impudence  even  to  indicate  the  condi- 
tions, although  contradictory -^tiieitstitn- 
tioii  of  the  Kin^om  df  Kaplfeji,  ptpvidted 
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the  French  troops  occupy  Sicily — the  re- 
signation of  the  Kinj;doiiis  of  ISaples  and 
Sicily,  for  a  supposed  coaipen-siiuon  else- 
where. Some  do  not  mention  that  peace 
has  been  signed  :  others  pretend  that  it 
has  been,  on  the  l7th  January. — The 
King,  strong  in  his  probity,  and  in  his 
good  faith  known  to  his  faithful  friend  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  the  generous 
English  natijai,  would  conceive  it  beneath 
his  dignity  to  trouble  himself  an  instant 
with  reports  as  absurd  as  the  authors  of 
tliera  are  contemptible,  if  his  Majesty  did 
not  behold  intheSe  vile  manotuvies  the  in- 
stigation of  the  common  enemy,  of  whom 
the  promulgators  of  thfse  falsehoods  are 
certainh'^  the  instruments  aiuays occupied 
in  disturbing  the  public  tranuuillity,  and 
in  sowing  the  seeds  of  distrust  among  loyal 
and  faithful  allies,  the  intimate  union  of 
whom  is  the  greatest  obstacle  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  his  perverse  and  disas- 
trous designs — This  reflection  has  made 
his  Majesty  judge  it  his  duty  not  to  [)re- 
serve  silence  in  this  circumstance,  and  he 
has  consequently  ordered  the  undersigned 
Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for  Fo- 
reign Affairs,  to  declare  that  the  above- 
mentioned  reports  are  false,  and  entirely 
destitute  of  all  foundation  ;  that  his  Ma- 
jesty, constant  in  his  principles,  and  faith- 
ful to  the  system  and  to  the  engagements 
which  have  for  so  many  years  bound  him 
to  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
and  to  the  generous  English  nation,  to 
which  his  Majesty  has  united  his  lot,  and 
whose  known  fidelity  assures  him  of  the 
continuation  of  a  generous  aid, regardsthese 
'  ties,  founded  on  good  faith  and  reciprocal 
loyalty,  as  indissoluble. — The  undersign- 
ed, therefore,  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  his  Royal  Master,  has  the  honour  to  ad- 
dress this  Declaration  to  his  Excellency 
Lord  Amherst,  Minister  Plcnipoieniiary 
and  Envoy  Extraordinary  of  his.Majesty 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  not  that  the 
King  his  Master  thought  it  necessary  to 
make  known  his  unalterable  sentiments, 
but  as  a  means  of  giving  an  autheniic  con- 
tradiction to  calumnies  which,  often  re- 
peated, might  at  length  spread  some  cloud 
on  the  mind  of  his  brave  defenders  and 
faithful  allies.  It  is,  therefore,  to  prevent 
this  effect,  that  his  Majesty  desires,  that 
his  Excellency  Lord  Amherst  would  com- 
municate this  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
•f  the  British  ^rmy.  General  Stuart. — The 
undersigned  seizes  this  occasion  of  renew- 
ing to  his  Excellency  Lord  Amherst,  the 
assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

MaEQMS  ClREILLO. 
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No.  IV. 
lieiurn  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of  the 
Corps  of  the  Army  under  Command  of 
Lieut.  General  Viaccunt  Wellinqton,  K.  B. 
tinder  the  immediate  Orders  of  Mlurshal 
Sir  Wiilium  Carr  Beresford,  K.  B.  in  the 
Battle  with  the  French  Armij  co7nmanded 
by  Marshal  Soult,  at  Albuera,  on  the  1  Qth 
May,  1811 . — C  Concluded  from  p.  1472.^ 

General  Total — 2  General  Staff",  1  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, 1  Major,  7  Captains,  13 
Lieutenants,  9  Ensigns,  1  Staft"  33  Ser- 
jeants, 4  drummers,  913  rank  and  file,  o3 
horses,  killed  ;  8  General  Staft)  5  Lieute- 
nant-Colonels, 5  Majors,  48  Captains,  86 
Lieutenants,  22  Ensigns,  7  Staff,  146  Ser- 
jeants, 10  Drummers,  2,65C)  rank  and  file, 
S5  horses,  wounded;  1  Major,  4  Captams, 
8  Lieutenants,  1  Ensign,  28  Serjeants,  11 
Drummeis,  517  rank  and  file,  )7  horses, 
missing. 

(Signed)     Charles  Stewart. 
Major^Gen.  and  Adj. -Gen. 

Names  of  the  Officers  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  in  the  Action  on  the  1 6th  May, 
1811. 

Killed. 

Major-General  D.  Hoghton. 

3d  Dragoon  Guards — Lieutenant  Fox. 

1st  Batt.  3d  Foot,  or  Eulfs — Captain 
Burke,  Lieutenant  Herbert,  Ensigns  Chad- 
wick  and  Thomas. 

2J  Batt.  7th  Foot — Captain  Erck,  Lieu- 
tenant Archer. 

1st  Batt.  23d  Foot — Captain  Montague, 
Second  Lieutenant  Hall. 

29th  Foot — Captain  Humphrey,  Lieu- 
tenant Duguid,  Ensigns  King,  Furnace, 
and  Vance. 

2d  Batt.  34th  Foot — Captain  Gibbons, 
Lieutenant  Castle,  Ensign  Sarsfield. 

2d  Batt.  S9th  Foot — Lieutenant  Beard. 

1st  Batt.  48th  Foe  t— Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Duckworth,  Lieut.  Page,  Lieut.  An- 
saldo. 

2d  Batt.  48'h  Foot — Lieutenants  Lid- 
don,  Loft,  and  Dretv  ;  Ensign  Rothwell. 

1  St  Batt.  57ih  Foot— Major  Scott,  Cap.- 
tain  Fawcett. 

2d  Batt.  66th  Foot — Captain  Benning, 
Lieutenant  Shewbridge,  Ensign  Coulter. 

2d  Light  Batt.  King's  German  Legion 
— Lieutenant  Whitney.  i 

Portuguese. 

Staff— Surgeon  Bolhnan. 

23d  Regiment-^P.  B.  Baadeira,  J5.  Jpa« 
Montro. 
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Wounded. 

Major-General  Honourable  G.  L.  Cole, 
slightly. 

Maior-General  IIoru)urable  William 
Stewart,  slightly. 

Captain  EgeVton  (2(1"  Batt.  fi-Uti  Fool), 
Dejjiuy  Assistant  Adj. -Gen.  slightly. 
1    Captyin  Waller    (lOjd   Foot),   JDeputy 
Assistant    Quarter-Master     General,    se- 
verely. 

^  Captan  Roveria  (Sicilian  Regiment), 
-.Ai(l-de-Camp  to  Major- General  Cole,  se- 
verely. 

'-■■  Captain  Wade,  (42d  Foot)  Aid-de-Camp 
f©  Major-General  Cole,  severely. 

Capiain  Baring,  (1st  Light  Batt,  King's 
German  Legion)  Aid-de-Camp  to  General 
Allen,  slightly. 

Royal  Artillery  — Capiain  Hawker, 
slighilv- 

Royal  German  Artillery — Lieutenant 
Thieie,  severely. 

4th  Dragoons — Captain  Holmes,  slight- 
ly; Lieutenant  Wildman,  Adjutant  Chan- 
try, slightly. 

3d  Foot,  or  Buffs — Captain  Marley, 
Captain  Gordon,  severely;  Captain  Ste 
vens.  Captain  Cameron,  severely  and 
taken  prisoner  ;  Lieutenant  Juxon,  Lieu- 
tenant Shepherd,  slightly  ;  Lieutenants 
Hooper  and  Latham  ;  Lieutenant  Wright, 
slightiy  ;  Lieutenant  Woods;  Lieutenant 
Houghton,  severely ;  Lieutenant  Titlow, 
slightly  ;  Lieutenant  O  Donnel,  severely ; 
Ensign  Walsh,  severely. 

1st  Batt.  7th  Foot — Lieut.-Col.  Sir 
William  Myers,  Bt.  since  dead ;  Cap- 
tains Cholvvich,  Singer  and  Crowder, 
slightly  ;  Lieutenant  Prevost,  severely  ; 
Lieutenants  Moultry  and  Wemyss,  slight- 
ly ;  Lieutenant  S.  B.  Johnstone,  since 
dead;  Lieutenant  Mullin?,  severely; 
Lieutenant  Henry,  slightly  ;  L'eutenants 
Jones  and  Ttlorgan,  severely  ;  "Lieutenant 
R.  Johnstone,  slightly ;  Lieutenant  Gib- 
bons; Lieutenant  Moses,  slightly, 

2d  Batt.  7th  Foot — Brevet  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Biakeney,  severely;  Captain 
Magenis,  left  arm  amputated  ;  Captain 
Orr,  severely  ;  Captain  Parleton,  slightiy; 
Lieutenant  L  win,  severely  ;  Lieutenant 
Healy ;  Lieutenant  Wray,  severely ; 
Lieutenant  Orr  ;  Lieutenant  Seaton,  se- 
verely ;  Lieutenant  Pearice;  Lieutenants 
Lorentz,  Holden,  Frazer,  and  Acting  Ad- 
jutant Meagher,  slightly. 

1st  Batt.  23d  Foot — Lieutenant- Colonel 
Ellis,  slightly ;  Captains  Hurford  and 
M'Danald;  Captain  Stainforth,  first  Lieu- 
tenant Harrison,  slightly;    First  Lieute- 
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nant  Booker,  severely  ;  Ffr ;t  Lieutenants 
Treeve  and  Thorp,  slij»laly;  Second 
Lieutenant  CaKlles,  ditto  ;  Second'  Lieute- 
nant Harris  ;  Second  Lieutenant  Ledwith, 
slightly  ;  Adjutant  M'Lellan. 

2d  l3ait,  28th  Foot— Captain  Gale,  se- 
verely ;■  Captain  Carrol,  Lieutenants 
CrammcM"  and  Cottingham,  slightly;  Lieu- 
tenant Shell  .ri.  Ensign  Ingram,  slightly. 

2y.h  Foot— Lieutenant-Colonel  White, 
severely  ;  Major  Waj^  Captain  Hodge, 
slightly  ;  Captain  Tod,  Captain  Nestor, 
slightly;  Lieutenant  Stannus,  severely; 
Lieutenant  Brooke,  slightly ;  Lieutenant 
Popham,  Lieutenant  Briggs,  severely  ; 
Ensign  Lovelock,  slightly;  Ensign  Kear- 
ney, severely;  Ensign  Hamilton,  Adju- 
tant Wild,  severely. 

2d  Batt.  3 1  St  Fool — Captain  Fleming, 
severely  ;  Captain  Knox,  slightly  ;  Lieu- 
tenants Butler,  Gethin,  Cashell,  severely  ; 
Ensign  Willson,  ditto;  Ensign  Nicholson. 

2d  Batt.  34ih  Foot — Captams  Widdring- 
ton  and  Wvatt,  Lieutenants  Hay  and 
Walsh. 

2d  Batt.  39th  Foot — Captain  Brine, 
Lieutenants  Hart  and  Pollard,  Ensign  Cox, 
severely. 

1st  Batt.  4Sth  Foot— Captains  Wilson 
and  French,  slightly;  Capt.  Bell,  Capt. 
Morrijsett,  slightly;  Capt.  Parsons,  se- 
verely ;  Lieutenant  Crawley,  slightly  ; 
Lieutenant  Herring,  Lieutenant  Vv"right, 
O'JDonaghue,  Duke,  M'Intosh,  and  Vin- 
cent, slightly;  Ensign  Collin,  slightly; 
Adjutant  Steele,  slightly. 

2d  Batt.  4Sth  Foot— Capt.  Watkins,  se- 
verely ;  Capt.  Waugh,  slightly ;  Capt. 
Drought,  Capt.  Wood,  slightly  ;  Lieute- 
nants Johnstone  and  Vander  Meulen,  se- 
verely ;  Lieutenants  Shea  and  Sharp  ;  En- 
signs Norman  and  M'Dougall. 

1st  Batt.  57th  Foot — Lieutenant-Col. 
Inglis;  Major  Spring,  slightly  ;  Captains 
Shadforth,  M'Gibbon,  Jermyu,  Stainforth, 
Hety,  Kirby  ;  Lieutenant  Evatt,  and 
Lieutenant  Baxter,  slightly ;  Lieutenant 
Mr.  Lachlan,  severely ;  Lieutenant  M, Far- 
lane,  Lieutenant  Dix,  slightly  ;  Lieutenant 
Patterson,  severely  ;  Lieutenant  Hughes, 
slightly;  Lieutenant  Sheridan,  Lieutenants 
Veith  and  Mvers,  slightly ;  Lieutenant 
M'Dougal,  Ensign  Torrens;  Ensign  Jack- 
son, slightiy. 

5th  Batt.  6fUh  Foot — Lieutenant  Inger- 
sleben,  slightly. 

2d  Batt.  66th  Foot — Captain  Ferfis, 
Lieutenant  Hicken,  slightly  ;  Lieutenants 
Harvey  and  L' Estrange,  Lieutenants 
Chambers  and  M'Carthy,  slightly  ;  Lieu- 


ten&H'  Co<W,  I^irutenanl  Hpud,  sev^r-sIjs- 
LieutenciutCi-iWn)'  o.i,  Er»«!£rn  W-iik.  r ,  En- 
•iffn  Hay,  severely  ;  Ensign  Mack, 
alightiy. 

ist  Light  Battalion  King's  German  Le- 
gions—Major Hartwig,  Captain  Ridorf, 
Lieutenant  Hartwig,  si-ghtly  ;  Ensign 
Smalhausen  ;  AtijotaniFaltle,  slightly. 

2cl  Light  Battalion  King's  German  Le- 
gion— Captain  A.  Heise. 

Portuguese. 

Colonel  Collins. 

2d  Regiment— -Adjutant  Joge  de  Mi'Uo. 

5lh  Regiment — Captain  Jose  de  Mat- 
tQs,  Captain  Jas.  Johnston,  Lieutenant  Jose 
Miranda,  Ensign  J.  Sarmento  Vascon- 
cellas. 

4th  Regiment.— Pimontel  Broquet, 
•lightly. 

Uth  Regiment— Lieutenant  J.  Paos  de 
Carvalhos,  Lieutenant  Bcde  Napoles. 

23d  Regiment — Captain  A.  Pinheiro 
Daragao. 

Ist  Battalion  L.  L.  Legion — Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Havykshaw,  Major  Joao 
Paes,  Captain  Fejipe  Jacob,,  Captain  J. 
Paujo  Rosado,  Lieutenants  Antonio  Carlos 
^nd  Andrew  Camaeho. 

Missmg. 
^oyal   German    Artillery-i-Lieulenant 
Blumenbacb. 

*th  Dragoonsr—Captains  Spedding  and 
Phillips.  :     \   \  . 

3d  Foot,  or  Bufifs — l,ieutenan^H^tin^S- 
ley  and  Hill.  '       '    ';■ 

2d  B;<tt.  4Slh  FooL^IPi^ajor  l^rooke, 
Capt'isins  Campbell  and  Aliniau,  Lieue- 
nants  Elhvo»id,  M;iisb;^i,  Sacii,  Brother- 
idge,  and  ^A^oo.^,  Eus  pa  Giib-rt. 

(Signed)     Qhabilf.s  Stewakt, 
Majoi  Gen.  and  Adjutant-Gen. 
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Elvas,  May  22nd,  1811. 
My  Lord ; — I  enciOse  a  letter  of  the 
2lBt  in:itar:'  which  I  have  received  from 
Marshal  .Sis  Wdliam  Beresfnrd,  contain- 
ing a  letter  ftom  G  'nerai  Gazan  to  Mat- 
ihal  Soult,  which  ha(t  h«ei»  intercepfed  by 
some  of  our  purtips.— General  Gazan, 
wounded  himself,  was  marchinc  wi  h  'he 
wounded  ;  and  from  his  account  of  those 
with  him.  from  the  atcount  of  those  nt 
Alniendrelejo,  and  those  left  on  the 
ground  at  Albuera,  from  the  numbers 
foui>d  dead  on  the  field,  and  the  prisoners, 
the  Marshal  computes  the  enemy'*  !o.<ts 
not  to  fall  short  of  9,©00  men.  I  hare 
^e  honour  to  he,  &c.       Wbllinotow, 


Camp  near  Albuera, 
2l.rt  A/ay,  1811. 
My  Lord ; — I  have  the  honour  to  trans- 
mit to  your  Lordship  the  accompanying 
in  tree;  46(1  letters  of  some  impdrtance  j 
after  ih-'  severe  h;ittle  we  had,  it  is  satis- 
factory to  know  tiiat  our  calculations  of 
the  enemy's  loss  were  not  exaggerated, 
and  \i^M  will  see  by  Gen  Gazan's  letter 
to  Marshal  Soult,  that  in  killed  and 
wounded  it  cannot  be  less  than  8,000 
men  •  left  dead  on  the  field  and  taken,  we 
have  the  knowledge  of  near  three  thou- 
sand ;  G  n.  Gazan  stales  that  he  has  more 
than  four  thousi-nd  wounded  with  him  ; 
three  hundred  and  tweniy  weru  at  Almen- 
dcalejo  by  the  same  letters;  Gazsn  .»ays 
many  have  died  on  the  road,  and  which 
We  know  must  have  been  the  case,  as  it 
is  in  the  few  first  days  that  the  bad  cases 
die  in  numbers,  and  a  precipitate-retreat 
and  want  of  convenient  carriage  niu-^t  Jn- 
crease  the  mortality  ;  thus  we  can  scarcely 
calculate  the  loss  cf  the  enemy  from  these 
data  at  less  than  nine  thousand  men.— 
Our  advance  was  close  to  Azuchal  and 
Almcndralejo,  and  I  propose  putting  a 
strong  column  of  Infantry  in  mirch  to- 
wards those  places  to-morrow  morning, 
and  shall  accompany  it.     I  have,  &c. 

W.  C,  BEnESFOKD. 

(Translation.) 

Ribtra,  Idth  May,  1811. 
Monsieur  le  Marechal ;  I  have  the 
honour  to  report  to  your  Excellency  that 
I  am  just  arrived  with  the  whole  of  the 
column  which  is  infinitely  more  numerous 
than  I  could  have  believed.  I  am  en- 
deavouring to  organize  it,  in  order  to 
avoia  disasters,  and  particularly  plunder- 
ing, which  would  make  us  die  of  hunger, 
and  which  I  found  at  the  highest  pitch 
this  morning  upon  my  arrival  a;  Almen- 
dralejo- — I  found  upon  my  arrival  here  a 
letter  from  M.  Le  Normand  to  Major 
D'Aober^ac.  1  annex  it  herewith,  after 
havmg  ac(|ua(nted  myself  with  its  con- 
tents. As  I  imagine  that  it  can  be  only 
the  9tn  corps  which  is  at  A'.aiaraz,  I  write 
from  hence  to  the  Count  d'Erion,  \n  order 
to  mt'uce  him  to  hasten  his  march  and  to 
join  you.  However  as  it  is  also  possible 
tint  they  may  be  troous  I  alonging  to  the 
army  of  trie  centre,  cnmmanJed  by  Gen. 
D'Arraagnac.  J  wi*  te  ro  hnn  likewise,  in 
order  that  he  .  .  ly  rtvir>vc  louurds  you.— 
I  send  an  answer  .xWij-'aiii  It  Normand 
to  intim-ite  to  I'.MK  iiial  be  should  cor- 
respond   with  •  youi-  iixcellency.    Major 
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D'Aaber^ae  having  rejoined  the  army ;  I 
have  ordered  him  to  collect  a  large  con- 
voy ofprovlsioDS,  and  to  accompany  it  to 
you,  that  it  may  the  more  securely  reach 
you.— rThe  great  heat  will  do  a  great  deal 
of  harm  to  our  wounded,  the  number,  of 
whom  amounts  to  more  than  four  thou- 
sand ;  especially  as  we  have  only  five 
surgeons  to  dress  them.  Some  have  died 
upon  the  road ;  amongst  them  M.  la 
Pierre,  Chief  de  Battalion  of  the  103d  re- 
giment.— I  am  still  without  any  news  of 
the  Chief  d'Escadron  La  Barthe  ;  I  shall 
have  the  honour  of  informing  you  the  very 
moment  I  shall  have  been  able  to  com- 
municate with  him.  Spanish  parties  are 
at  Los  Santos  and  at  Fuente  del  Maestro ; 
and  have  appeared  this  morning  at  Al- 
mendralejo  and  Villa  Franca.  They 
made  inquiries  at  the  latter  place  as  to  the 
march  of  our  column ;  and  they  give  out 
that  four  hundred  horse  and  a  strong 
column  of  infantry  are  to  arrive  to-day  at 
Los  Santos ;  I  do  not  give  any  credit  to 
this  movement,  but  at  all  events  we  shall 
see  them,  and  I  shall  try  to  escape  them.— - 
I  beg  your  Excellence  to  receive  the  as- 
surance of  the  sincere  and  respectful  devo- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
(Signed)     The  Gen.  of  Divison,  Gazan. 


Spain. — Cadiz,  Mat/  24,  1 S 1 1 . — Extract  nf 
a  Dispatch  from  Don  Fr/mcisco  Xavier 
Castanos,  dated  on  the  Field  of  Battle  at 
Alhitera,  the  1  dth  of  May. 

On  the  26th  of  April  last,  I  informed 
your  Exceliency,  that  the  extraordinary 
rise  of  the  river  Guailiana,  carrying  off 
the  flying  l)ri<lge  erected  opposite  to  Juru- 
mena,  had  cut  ofl"  the  communication  of 
this  part  of  Estremadura  with  Portugal, 
and  prevented  my  interview  v^^ith  Lord 
Wellington  at  Yeives.— On  this  account 
he  transmittt'd  to  me  a  written  memorial, 
in  which  he  explained  his  ideas  as  to  the 
operations  which  appeared  proper  to  him 
in  Estramadura,  and  which  were  very  con- 
formabie  to  mine,  except  ia  6nQ  article, 
which,  as  it  directly  effected  myself,  I 
did  not  thirvk  it  right  to  admit.  The  point 
was  this  :  that  it  laid  down  the  principle, 
that  wherever  diilerent  corps  of  the  allied 
armies  should  be  uuiled  to  give  battle  to 
the  enemy,  that  General  |*ossessed  of  the 
highest  military  rank  and  of  the  longest 
standing  should  take  the  command  of 
the  whole.  This  would  have  neces- 
sarily imposed  upon  me  the  chief  com- 
mand— a  circumstftjice  which,  on  many 


accounts,  and  considered  in  e^ery  view* 
I  found  it  my  duty  to  decline,  pro- 
posing that  in  the  above-mentioned  case, 
that  General  should  take  the  command 
who  brought  the  greatest  number  offerees, 
the  others  being  to  be  considered  as  auxi- 
liaries ;  a  proposition  which,  I  flatter  my- 
self, was  as  proper  in  itself  as  it  was  well 
received,  as  your  Excellency  will  perceive 
from  the  copies  of  my  letter  to  Lord  Wel- 
lington, and  his  satisfactory  answer,  which 
are  both  subjoined. — I  immediately  ad- 
dressed a  copy  of  the  memorial  of 
Lord  Wellington  to  General  Blake, 
who  declared  his  assent  to  the  plan, 
and  to  the  proposal  which  I  had  made, 
the  propriety  of  which  has  been  still 
more  confirmed  by  the  happy  results  of 
the  glorious  battle  of  Albuera,  in  which, 
in  consequence  of  the  above  arrangement,- 
the  distinguished  Marshal  Beresford  com- 
manded.— On  the  first  accounts  that  ar-*- 
rived  of  the  approach  of  Marshal  Soult 
towards  Estremadura,  Senor  Blake  made 
arrangements  for  uniting  his  troops  with 
those  of  the  allied  army,  with  so  much 
precision,  according  to  the  plan  agreed 
upon,  that  he  might  be  said  to  have  cal- 
culated to  a  moment  the  time  for  carry- 
ing the  measure  into  effect  in  all  its 
parts,  since  his  forces  joined  at  eleven  on 
the  night  before  the  battle,  unknown  to 
Soult,  whose  object  was  to  attackthe  allied 
army,  which  he  supposed  not  to  have 
formed  a  junction  with  the  Spanish  troops,' 
and  to  be  alone  on  the  heights  of  Albuera; 
that  point  having  this  particular  circum- 
stance attached  to  it,  that  it  was  the  posi- 
tion which  Lord  Wellington  had  fixed  oa 
for  giving  battle. — There  on  the  16th  of 
this  month  the  troops  of  the  three  allied 
nations  assembled,  and  there  the  most  cor- 
dial harmony  reigned  among  the  generals, 
and  the  most  fraternal  union  among  the 
soldiers;  the  strongest  disposition  to  give 
mutual  aid  at  every  risk,  and  the  most  ar- 
dent desire  to  assist  each  other  by  mutual 
clibrts.  The  glory  of  the  triumph  has 
been  so  profusely  and  at  the  same  time  so 
equally  shared,  that  all  have  gained  tro- 
phies, and  V'one  are  obliged  to  borrow 
from  the  laurels  of  another. — Marshal 
Soult,  with  an  army  somewhat  inferior 
to  ours  in  infantry,  but  superior  in  cavalry 
and  artillery,  did  not  delay  for  a  moment 
his  meditated  attack.  He  advanced 
against  our  position,  which  was  close  to 
the  village  of  Albuhera,  and  the  centre  of 
the  line:  but  this  was  soon  discovered  tQ 
be  a  false  attack,  and  that  his  intentioB'' 
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was  to  gain  the  ri^ht  flank,  whirh  con- 
sisted of  6pairtsl\  troops,  whom  he  attacked 
vigorously  with  the  greatest  part  of  his 
fofce,  and  whom  by  successively  deploy- 
ing he  must  have  turned,  and  got  into 
their  rear.  Our  second  line  a'ld  corps  of 
reserve,  however,  winch  were  skilfully- 
posted,  advanced  rapidly  to  our  relief, 
supporting  our  first  line,  and  maintaining 
a  most  obstinate  and  bloody  combat.  The 
eiiraged  enemy  repealed  his  attacks, 
bringing  up  continual  reinforcements;  but 
tid  always  met  with  otlier  reinforcements 
on  our  siiVe,  which  remained  impenetrable 
for  seven  hours,  though  he  employed,  to 
no  purpose,  all  the  inticpidiiy  of  the 
Poli-ih  cavalry,  and  the  formidable  tire  of 
a  numerous  artillery  which  thundered 
without  intermission.  At  half  past  two  in 
the  afternoon  he  gave  vvay,  and  began  to 
retreat  without  ceasing  to  «;ombat.  lie  was 
then  charged  and  pursued  in  his  retreat  to- 
wards the  woods  and  lieiglils  which  ho 
meant  to  occupy,  leaving  the  field  of  battle 
covered  with  his  dead,  and  wiih  a  consider- 
able number  of  wounded,  whom  he  could 
not  carry  oft;  who  having  beeti  inundated 
by  the  heavy  showers  that  fell  during  the 
action,  formed  a  most  horrid  spectacle,  the 
rivulets  that  poured  down  from  the  heights 
overflowing  with  blood. — The  loss  of  the 
enemv  upon  the  mo?t  moderate  calculation, 
confirmed  bythe  reportsof  several  deserters, 
amounts  to  7,000  men.  Amons;  the  killed 
is  Gen.  Werle,  who  remained  on,  the  field 
of  battle,  and  General  Pepin,  who  died 
during  the  night  in  consequence  of  his 
wounds.  Generals  Gazan  and  Brix  re- 
tired wounded.  Our  loss  has  been  very 
great,  though  inferior  to  that  of  the  enemy. 
—General  Blake,  who  was  always  at  the 
head  of  the  troops  wherever  danger  call- 
ed, had  his  left  arm  grazed  bj'^  a  musket- 
ball,  which  fortunately  only  tore  his  coat 
and  shirt  without  doing  him  farther  injury. 
In  this  way  he  offered  the  most  eflectual 
example  of  coolness  and  bravery  to  his 
officers,  being  constantly  in  the  foremost 
ranks  during  the  whole  of  the  battle. — 
Having  been  a  close  observer  of  this  ob- 
stinate battle,  I  will  not  attempt  to  par- 
ticularize individuals  ;  for  all  the  Generals, 
officers,  and  troops  surpassed  themselves 
in  ralour  and  steadiness.     They  displayed 
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a  coolness,  and  at  the  same  time  an  ardour 
which  excited  universal  euihusjasEO.  The 
order,  precision,  and  velocity  of  the  ■move- 
ments, amidst  a  profound  silence,  uncom- 
mon on  such  occasions,  were  the  object  of 
general  admiration.  The  only  wish  was 
to  fight  and  conqQer,  be  the  danger  what 
it  might.  The  Generals  of  Brigade^with- 
out  waiting  for  the  bulk  of  their  divisions 
to  come  into  action,  were  already  engaged 
by  the  side  of  the  advanced  troops.  There 
was  not  a  man  who  was  not  at  his  post, 
and  every  one  was  determined  to  main- 
tain it  with  that  valour  which  isthe  trianjph 
of  individual  and  military  honour. — Soult, 
without  being  able  to  come  in  sight  of 
Badajos,  commenced  his  retreat  ewrly  in 
the  morning  of  yesterday  by  Vilali)a  and 
Almendrahjo,  leaving  in  the  woods  where 
he  \vas  euc;imped  several  dead,  and  more 
than  200  wounded,  whom  he  could '  not  re- 
move or  send  with  the  others  to  the  neigh- 
bouring towns.  He  is  pursued  and  ob- 
served l)v  tho  Conde  de  Penne  Villemur 
with  the  cavally,  the  vanguard  of  General 
Lardizabal,  anti  some  English  light  troops. 
— These  are  the  particulars  which  I  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  your  Excel- 
lency of  the  battle  of  Albuera,  the  able 
mancEuvres  in  which,  directed  by  Marshal 
Beresford,  in  concurrence  with  (jeneral 
Blake,  obtained  a  great  victory,  which 
promises  the  most  important  consequences. 
God  guard  your  EjiccUcncy,  &c.  . 


Po KT V G AL. — The  W a k. — Vrodamaiiaii^^-jQf 
Lord  Viscount  Wellington,  K.  li.  Mar- 
shal General  of  the  Armies  of  H.  R.  H. 
the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  ^c.  Sfc.  ifc. 

TIt«  Portuguese  Nation  is,  informed, 
that  the  cruel  enemy,  who  had  invaded 
Portugal,  and  laid  waste  the  countrv,  has 
been  com'pelled  to  evacuate  and  retire  be- 
hind the  Agueda,  after  having  sufiered 
great  losses. — Tiie  inhabitants  of  the  in- 
vaded districts  may  now  return  with  secu- 
rity to  their  homes,  and  begin  anew  their 
occupations,  and  domestic  arrangements. 
— The  Marshal  General,  however,  reminds 
them  of  the  contends  of  the  Proclamation 
he  addressed  to  them  in  the  month  of  Au- 
gust last,  a  copy  of  which  is  by  thesideof 
[following]  the  pre.sent. 

(To  be  continued.^ 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Parliamentary    Reform. •  The 

Meeting,  lately  held  at  the  Freemason's 
Tavern,  was,  let  us  hope,  the  beginning 
of  a  series  of  efforts,  \rhich  will  end  in 
the  accornplishraeut.of  this  grand  object. 

-T The   nation    has    witnessed   several 

struggles  made  before;  especially  those 
of  the  Friends  qf  the  People  and  of  the 
Corresponding  Society.  The  former  of  these 
gave  up,  being  unable  to  withstand  the 
torrent  of  abuse  that  was  poured  out 
agkinst  it ;  and  the  latter  was  stifled  by 
Hieans,  for  the  use  of  some  of  which  the 
actors  obtained  a  bill  of  indemnity,  but 
neither  which  means  or  the  actors  will, 

I   trast,    ever    be  forgotten. Things 

are  now  a  good  deal  changed.  When 
the  Corresponding  Society  was  stitled,  the 
Revolution  was  at  the  full  boil  in  France ; 
the  streets  of  Paris  were  (owing  princi- 
pally to  the  war  carried  on  against  the 
French  people  in  the  name  of  their  king) 
stained  with  human  blood ;  all  law  and 
order,  all  security  tQ  either  propert}-  or 
person,  seemed  to  be  at  an  end  ;  and, 
every  one  looked  upon  France  as  destined 
to  fall  a  prey  to  the  kings  who  hsd  co- 
alesced against  her,  and  by  whom  it  was 
expected  she  would  be  torn  limb  from 
limb,  and  divided,  or,  at  least,  plucked  of 
hej-   fairest    plumes    and   most    essential 

means  of  self-defence. This  was   the 

state  of  things  at  the  time  when  the  Cor- 
responding Society  v.'as  stifled.  In  an- 
swer to  that  Society,  who  asked,  be  it 
observed,  for  nothing  but  reform  of  parlia- 
ment, and  who  ivere  never  proved  to  liave 
had  any  othex  object  in  view ;  in  answer 
to  that  Society,  it  was  said  by  the  Anti- 
j^obins,  "  What,  Ho  you  want  to  put 
"  Flngland  in  the  horrid  state  in  which 
"  France  now  is  ?  The  revolutioiiists  in 
**  France  began  by  asking  for  reform; 
"  having  got  one  step,  they  preceeded  to 
"  another,  'till,  at  last,  they  have  mur- 
*'  dered  the  king  and  his  wife  and  son  and 
"  sister  ;  and,  after  having  done  that 
"  th«y  are  now  murdering  one  another, 
"  having  declared  war  against  ail  law, 
"  property  and  order  "      This   was  the 


substance  of  what  was  said  in  answer  to 
the  Corresponding  Society.  Their  op- 
ponents reasoned  sfyllogistically  thus  : 
"  The  revolutionists  in  France  began  by 
"  calling  for  reform:  you  now  call  for 
"reform:  the  revolutionists  in  Franco 
"have  ended  with  the  destruction  of  all 
"  law  and  property  ;  therefore,  yoi* 
"  would  end  with  the  destruction  of  all 
"  law  and  property  ;  and  for  that  reason  you 
"  must  be  stifled  in  time." How  many- 
acts,  as  Mr.  Fox  said,  and  such  acts  as  I 
need  not  name,  were  committed  upon  this 
ground  !  Once  persuade  a  people  to  pre- 
fer their  present  ease  and  enjoyments  to 
the  permanent  freedom  of  their  country, 
and  you  have  only  further  to  persuade 
them  that  what  you  do  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  the  preservation  of  that  ease  and 
those  enjoyments  :  when  you  have  done 
this,  you  may  do  what  you  like  ;  for  they 
will  stand  by,  and,  as  Casca  says  of  the 
rabble  of  Rome,  shout  forth  your  praises 
though   you  were  to  cut  the  throats  of 

their  mothers. This  reanoning  in  the 

way  of  analogy  was  wholly  fallacious  ; 
for,  there  was  no  comparison  between  the 
two  countries  in  regard  to  a  reform  in  the 
government.  But,  the  fallacy  was  a  con- 
venient one  for  the  enemies  of  reform, 
who  failed  not  to  make  a  most  dextrous 
use  of  it,  and  who  assumed  as  a  proof  of 
the  revolutionary  designs  of  the  English 
reformers,  that  they  openly  professed  their 
wishesfor  the  success  qf  the  revolutionists  of 
France,  and  even,  as  long  as  they  dared, 
contributed  in  a  pecuniary  way  towards 
the  success  of  that  cause.  This  was,  by 
the  Anti-jacobins,  cited  as  proof  that  thd 
English  lefoi  mers  wanted  to  see  that  done 
in  England  which  had  been  done  in 
France.  This  was  another  fallacy  ;  but 
it  was  a  convenient  one  for  the  enemies  of 
reform  ;  and  as  those  enemies  found  it  no 
very  difficult  matter  to  make  a  vast  niajc- 
rity  of  the  people'of  property /rar  for  that 
properly,  the  Corresponding  Society  vv-as 
stifled  without  exciting  any  great  opposi- 
tion, and  with  that  Society  was  stifled,  fcr 
that  time,  the  great  cause  of  Parliamen- 
tary Reform. The  state  of  things,  I  re- 
peat, is  now  changed.  We  have  seen  the 
3D 
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result  of  the  French  Revolution  ;  and,  al- 
thaugh  we  have  seen,  that,  in  its  progress, 
it  has  caused  no  small  part  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  country  to  change  owners, 
we  have  also  seen,  that  it  has  not  made 
France  a  prey  to  the  enemies  (no  less 
than  all  the  nations  of  Europe)  coalesced 
against  her ;  that  they  have  not  fore 
her  limb  (torn  limb ;  that  they  have 
plucked  out  none  of  her  plumes,  nor 
robbed  her  of  any  of  her  means  of  de- 
fence;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  they 
have  all  ;  yea  all  of  them,  this  nation 
excepted,  fallen  before  her,  humbled 
themselves  in  the  dust  at  her  feet,  and 
have  had  to  bless  her  ge?!ero«Vy  for  their 

existence. Here,  then,  is  one  part  of 

the  old  Anti-jacobin  argument  completely 
refuted.  Time  has  proved  to  us,  that  re- 
form, even  if  it  lead  to  to'al  rGVoluticn,  to 
mad  democracy,  and  end  at  last  in  mili- 
tary despotism,  doe?,  under  every  change, 
at  every  stage  of  its  progress,  tend  not 
only  to  preserve  the  independence  of  a 
country,   but  to  mdje  it  victorious  and 

to   bring   its    enemies  to    its    feet. 

Besides,  the  dreatl  of  contagion  must  nov^ 
be  removed,  French  principki,  it  was 
feared,  were  at  work  in  the  breasts  of 
the  reformers ;  and  that>  if  reform  was 
once  begun,  it  would  soon  get  into  an  imi- 
tation of  what  was  going  on  in  France. 
The  contagion  of  French  principles  was  an 
ufeject  of  horror.  But,  in  this  respect  also, 
the  state  of  things  is  wholly  different  from 
what  it  was.  The  French  Republicans  or 
Jacobins  or  Levellers  or  Reformers,  call 
tliem  what  you  will,  are  no  more.  They 
have  no  longer  a  political  existence.  The 
men  are  alive,  in  body,  or  some  of  them, 
at  least;  but,  as  political  beings  they 
have  long  been  defunct.  The  piece  of 
clay,  called  Abbe'  Sieves,  is  still,  I  be- 
lieve, in  a  state  to  move  about  and  to  serve 
as  a  sort  of  mill  whereby  a  portion  of  the 
fruits  of  the  earth  are  again  returned  to 
the  element  whence  they  sprang ;  but, 
Abbe'  Sieves  the  politician  is  as  dead  as 

Pitt  or  Kenyon  or  Melville. France  is 

become  a  military  despotism  ',  at  least,  so 
it  is  said.  I  do  not  know  it,  nor  have  1 
any  faith  ia  what  is  said  about  it  by  our 
venal  prints;  but,  if  what  they  say  be 
true;  if  it  be  true,  that  there  is  a  simple 
military  despotism  established  in  France ; 
that  the  laws  do,  in  fact,  emanate  from  the 
will  of  the  sovereign  alone  ;  that  the  le- 
gislative assemblies  arc  a  mere  sham;  that 
they  are  absolutely  nothing  but  looii  in 
the  hands  of  the  sovereign,  or  his  minis* 


ters ;  that  they  serve  merely  as  an  instru- 
meut  for  taxing  the  people  and  passing 
laws  to  comp.il  them  to  be  conscripts-; 
that,  in  short,  they  are  no  more  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  of  France  than 
they  are  of  the  Indians  in  America  :  if 
this  be  true,  which  I  do  not,  by  the  bye, 
at  all  dispute,  there  can  be  no  fear  that 
the  English  reformers  would  now  be  dis- 
posed to  imitate  the  example  of  the 
French,  however  they  may  have  been 
disp-osecl  this  way  at  the  time  when  France 
called  herself  a  Republic,  and  had  pro- 
claimed principle?,  of  which  every  friend 
of  freedom  must  have  heartily  approved. 

The    Reformers,    therefore,    cannot 

now  be  accused  of  having  the  same  views 
u-ith  the  enemy,  as  they  were  in  ITO^ ;    the 
enemy  has  a  government  which  the  Eng- 
lish reformers  hate ;   and,  Oh!,  strange  to 
tell !  the  Ami-jacobins  of  England  ;    the 
Anti- reformers ;    the  Associators  against 
Republicans  and  Levellers  are  wishing  for 
....  what?  What  are  they  now  wishirvg 
for  ?    Why,  for  a  revolution  in  France  ; 
aye,  they  actually  live,  they  exist,  vpon 
(he  hope  of  an  insurrection  and  revolution  in 
Froiwe.     This. is  their  daily  bread.    They 
have  nothing  else  to  depend  upon.     Here 
is  a  change  !    They,  who,  for  years>  cried 
aloud  and  ceased  not,  against  insurrection 
and  disorder  and  revolution  and  anarchy^ 
and  who  preached  up  obedience  to  th« 
higher  powers,  who  called  upon  the  peo**!' 
pie  to  associate  aiwl  subscribe  and  fight- 
and  inform,  to  make  all  sorts  of  exertions- 
and  all  sorts  of  sacrifices,  in  defence  of 
order  and  latv,  of  regular  government   an4 
social  order:    these  very  men  ar©  now* 
filling  their,  .imaginations,  feeding  theiPl 
fancies,  staying  the  longing  of  their  ar- 
dent minds  with  the  hope  of  seeing  otio- 
tJter    revolution    ia    France !    They,   who 
dreaded  nothing  so  much  as  revolution; 
they  who,  in  answer  to  all  that  was  said 
against  the  despotisms  of  Prussia,  Austria, 
and  «ven  Turkey,  said  "  it  is  better  than 
"  revolution ;"    they,  who  were  ready  to 
justify  any  thing  upon  the  plea  that  it  was 
necessary  to  prevent  revolution ;  they,  who 
cursed  the  name  of  liberty,  because  it  had 
been  used  for  the  purpose  of  ejecting  rc- 
volution  ;    they,  who  when  they  saw  Eng- 
land deserted  by  her  allies  in  the  war 
against  France,  and  saw  her  impoverished 
and  in  difficulties  to  her  lips,  still  cried  out 
against  treating  with  her,  because  her  go- 
vernment wasrevolutionarT/ ;  these  men,  aye, 
these  very  men,  are  now  praying,  day  and 
night,  for  anothei-  revolution  inFrancci  and, 
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if^yoa  examine  them  closely,  you  will  find, 
that,  at  bottoni,  it  is  uponthis  and  this  only, 
that  they  build  whaJever  hope  they  have 
of  the  country's  finally  escaping  subjuga- 
tion by  France!  This  is  a  cliange  indeed! 
Nine  years  war,  ending  in  1802,  costing  us 
in  taxes  and  Joans,  not  less  than  SEVEN 
HUNDRED  MILLIONS  OF  POUNDS 
STERLING,  and  soriie  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands  of  lives  ;  all  this  to  repel  revolutionary 
principles;  all  this  to  keep  down  the  spirit 
of  revolution  ;  all  this  to  prevent  the  con- 
tagion of  French  principles  from  reaching 
England;  all  this  for  Regular  Govern- 
ment and  Social  Order;  and,  now  we  see 
those  who  were  the  advocates  of  that  \v:;r, 
resting  their  political  salvation  upon  the, 
Irope  of  seeing  another  revolution  in  France  ; 
and  even  going  so  far  as  to  say,  that  we 
need  expect  no  peace  until  such  revolution 
shall  take  place,  whereas  they  before  told 
us,  that  no  peace  was  to  be  had,  because 
ilid'e  was  a  revolution  going  on  in  France  .' 
———Was  there  ever,  then,  change  more 
complete  than  this?  In  short,  the  wholfe 
is  changed,  as  to  both  countries,  except 
only,  that  the  Parliament  of  England  re- 
mains what  it  was  at  the  time  when  "  ike 
"  Friends  of  the  People"  gave  up,  and  when 
the  more  sturdy  and  sincere  Corresponding 

Society  vs^s  stifled.- It  is  inipossible  for 

any  one  to  excite  alarm  now  as  to  the  pro- 
pagation of  Fi'ench  principles ;  no  man  in 
his  senses  can  be  made  to  fear  the  effect 
of  republican  principles  in  England ;  the  time 
cannot  be  pleaded  as  unfit,  for  v/hen  will 
there  be  a  fit  time  if  that  time  is  not  now, 
seeing  that  the  "  hurricane  of  revolution," 
as  it  is  called,  is  over,  and  that  we  have  be- 
fore us  a  most  salutary  lesson  as  to  the  con- 
quences  of  going  too  far.— — Therefore, 
there  is  now  nothing  to  offer  against  reform 
but,  that  which  will  serve  at  all  times, 
namely,  that  CORRUPTION  IS  NECES- 
SARY TO  THE  SUPPORT  OF  OUR 
GOVERNiVIENT,  a  doctrine,  which, 
though  it  has  been  openly  avowed,  is  cer- 
tainly the  most  infamous  that  ever  was 
heard  of.  To  me  it  appears  difficult  to 
form  an  idea  of  any  thing  so  slanderous 
upon  a  government,  anything  so  seditious, 
as  to  say  of  a  government,  that  corruption, 
that  the  continual  existence  and  practice 
of  corruption,  is  necessary  to  its  existence? 
I  appeal  to  the  reader  ;  I  appeal  to  the 
considerate  and  moral  amongst  men  ;  I 
appeal  to  that  principle  ot  rectitude, 
which,  if  not  stifled  by  vice,  lives  in  every 
man's  breast ;  1  appeal  to  conscience  and 
to  honoar,  whsthei  it  be  possible  to  invent 


a  libfcl  upon  government  ihora  mfamons 
than  this?  And,  to  those  who  hold  this 
doctrine,  and  yet  aftect  to  be  anxious  fat' 
the  preservation  of  the  kingly  government^ 
I  put  this  question  :  what  can  you  invent, 
what  can  any  man  invent,  what  could  the 
united  vnvention  of  all  the  geniuses  in 
the  world  invent,  so  likely  as  this  doctrine,  to 
tvorkthc  utter  destruction  of  that  governmcu  ? 
What !  in  order  to  preserve  a  thing,  will 
you  insist  that  its  existence  necessarily 
implies  the  existence  of  corruption  ?  la 
order  to  make  us  keep  a  thing  up,  will  yoti 
tell  us,  that,  in  keeping  it  up,  we  necessarily 
keep  up  corruption  ?  Oh  !  monstrous  T 
W^hat  a  base  people  must  we  be,  if  we  are 
to  be  induced  to  support  the  government 
upon  this  ground  !  To  suppose  that  a  go- 
\'ernment  can  long  exist  upon  such  a  basis 
is  to  suppose  the  people  of  England  to  be 
what  the  French  called  "  demoralized  i'* 
it  is  to  suppose  them  cut-laws  of  virtue ; 
it  is  to  write  the  word  lurctch  upon  each 
man's  forehead  ;  it  is  to  call  upon  the 
world,  in  the  name  of  virtue  and  of  honour, 
to  extirpate  the  whole  race  of  us  from  the 
face  of  the  "earth.  Taxes!  Flogging? 
What  are  taxes  and  whatis  flogging;  what 
are  they  to  what  we  should  deserve,  if  we 
were  so  base,  so  infamously  base,  as  to  be 
induced  to  love  a  government  to  the  sup- 
port of  which  Corruption  tvns  abselutely  yze- 
cessary  P  What,  then,  shall  we  say  of  those  ; 
what  will  our  Sovereign  say  of  those,  who 
openly  and  explicitly  declare,  that  the  go- 
vernment under  which  we  live  is  not  to 
be  carried  on  without  corruption ;  and, 
what, especially,  shall  we  say,  when  we  re-- 
fleet,  that  those  who  tell  us  so,  those  who 
hold  this  doctiine,  do,  at  the  same  time  as- 
sume the  appellations  of  "  King's  friends* 
and  of*'  loydl  men,"  while  they  hold  forth 
to  the  workl  as  enemies  of  the  King  and 
the  whole  scheme  of  government,  all  of 
us  who  contend,  that  Corruption  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  the  existence  of  that  govemmenf, 
but,  that  the  kingly  power  and  dignity 
can  be  maintained,  that  the  parliament 
can  be  efficient  for  its  purposes,  and  that 
the  whole  of  the  government  under  which 
we  live  and  that  has  descended  to  ns  from 
our  forefathers,  can  be  carried  on  upon  prii"!- 
ciples  of  morality,  and  that  nothing  of  an 
infamous  nature  is  necessary  to  be  done  to 
support  either  the  prerogatives  of  the  King 
or  the  powers  of  the  parliament  ?  This  is 
our  doct:  i-ie  ;  this  is  the  doctrine  of  the 
Reformers ;  and,  yet  those  who  oppose  us 
have  the  impudence  to  hold  us  forth  as 
persons  endeavouring  to  subvert  the  ge- 
3D  2 
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"  &c.  &c.  &c." Reader,  what  would 


vernment  by  the  means  of  calumny ;  as  if 
it  were  calumny  to  say  of  the  government 
that  it  can  be  maintained  without  Corrup' 
Hon,  and  not  calumny  to  say  that  it  cannot 
be  maintained  Auit'nout  corruption!  Let  us 
suppose  these  diflerent  sentiments  put  into 
the  opening  of  two  different  Addresses  to 
the  King.  Let  us  suppose  the  Anti-jaco- 
bins  approaching  him  thus  : "  Sir, 

"  Conscious  that  your  throne  cannot  be 
*•  supported,  or  the  affairs  of  the  state  car- 
*•  ried  on  without  a  constant  violation  of 
"  numerous  statutes  ;  conscious  that  bri- 
"  bery  and  corruption;  that  perjury  and 
"subornation  of  perjury;  that  many  of 
"  the  crimes  the  most  hateful  to  man's  in- 
"  hercnt  nature  as  well  as  the  most  dis- 
*'  tinctly  accursed  in  that  Scripture  on  our 
"  faith  in  which  we  build  our  hopes  of  eter- 
"  nal  salvation;  conscious  that  the  almost 
"constant  commission  of  these  crimes,  by 
"  great  numbers  of  your  Majesty's  subjects, 
"  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  support 
"  of  your  Majesty's  throne  and  to  the  ex- 
"  ercise  of  the  powers  of  government,  we 
"  beseech  your  Majesty,  &c.  &c.  Sec.  &c." 
■ And  let  us  suppose  the  Reformer  ap- 
proaching him  thus:  —  "Sir,  Conscious 
"  that,  of  all  the  maxims  of  the  Holy 
"  Scriptures,  none  is  more  true,  or  more 
"  worthy  of  being  held  in  remembrance, 
'•  than  this  :  that  "  the  throne  shall  en- 
«  "  dure  which  is  established  in  rmhteous- 
"  "  ncss;  conscious  that  to  support  the 
"  throne  of  your  Majesty  and  to  carry  on 
*'  the  affairs  of  your  government,  no- 
"  thing  can  be  more  conducive  than  an 
"obedience  to  the  statutes,  the  iiiculca- 
"  tion  of  morality  amongst  the  people 
*'  at  large  by  the  example  of  the  nobility 
'■'  and  gentry,  and  especially  by  those 
*'  who  are  members  of  parliament ;  con- 
*•  scious  that  bribery  and  corruption,  and 
*'  all  the  manifold  crimes  thence  flowing, 
**  and  extending  themselves  amongst  great 
**  numbers  of  your  Majesty's  subjects ; 
*'  conscious  that  these  crimes,  thus  ex- 
*'  tended,  must  have  a  necessary  tendency 
*'  not  only  to  corrupt  the  morals  cf  the 
"  people  but  to  obliterate  froiU  iheir  aiinds 
*'  all  sense  of  public  ciuly,  audj  oi  course, 
"  all  love  of  country,  and  all  sense  ofiluty 
*'  towards  their  King,  as  the  guardian  of 
"  the  rights  and  honour  of  that  couiiiry  ; 
"  conscious,  that,  from  this  cau^e  the 
*'  stability  of  your  Majesty's  throne  must 
*'  be  shaken,  the  lawful  powers  of  the 
*'  government  enfeebled,  and  the  country 
"  thereby  exposed  to  invasion  and  subju- 
"  gation,  we  beseech  your  Majesty,  &c. 


you  say  of  a  King  to  whose  ear  the  former 
of  these  could  be  more  pleasing  than  the 
latter?  A  King,  did  I  say;  far  be  it 
from  roe  to  suppose  that  there  ever  will  be 
a  King  in  England  with  regard  to  whom 
the  hypothesis  could,  for  one  moment,  be 
put.  Nay,  it  is  hard  to  believe,  that  any 
man  upon  earth,  under  whatever  circHra- 
stances  placed,  could  hesitate  for  one 
moment  as  to  which  of  the  two  he  would 
prefer.  Indeed,  to  suppose  any  one  capa- 
ble of  preferring  the  former  to  the  latter,  is 
to  suppose  the  existence  of  a  monster  to  put 
whom  out  of  the  world  would  be  the  duty 
of  every  man  who  had  it  in  his  power.—— 
What,  then,  shall  we  think  of  those,  who 
scruple  not  to  hold  such  language  ;  who 
openly  avow  their  conviction,  that  cor- 
ruption is  necessary,  absolutely  neces- 
sary, to  the  support  of  the  government  j 
who  tell  us,  in  so  many  words,  that  with- 
out corruption,  the  government  could  not 
go  on  ;  and  who,  embodying  ttieir  diabo- 
lical doctrine  into  one  close  figure  of  rhe- 
toric, assert,  that  "  the  rotten  boroughg 
"  are  the  sound  part  of  the  Constitution  ;'* 
herein,  with  a  boast  "  saying  to  corruption 
*' thou  art  my  father  ;"  and  adopting  the 
horrid  sentiment  of  the  king  of  hell,  "evil 

"  be  thou  my  good"  ? What  shall  we 

say  of  such  men  ;  and  yet,  the  reader 
must  be  convinced,  that  this  is  no  ex-,-» 
aggeration  ;  that  this  is  no  more  than  th^ 
well  known  truth  ;  that  it  is  a  truth  that 
cannot  be  denied.  Heretofore  excuset 
were  made  ;  by  some  the  corruption  was 
denied;  by  others  the  reform  was  said  to. 
have  danger  in  it ;  some  said  the  cure  vya» 
said  to  threaten  us  with  greater  mischieft 
than  the  disease  ;  others  that  the  ti7ne  was 
not  proper  ;  never,  never  'till  the  year 
1809  were  there  found  men  of  such  hold, 
such  barefaced  infamy  a?  to  avow  the  cor- 
ruption, to  assert  that  it  was  necessary 
to  the  support  of  good  governnient  in  thi» 
country,  and  that  to  put  an  end  to  the  cor- 
ruption would  be  to  endanger  the  exist- 
ence of  the  government,  or,  at  the  vefy 
least,  to  render  it   less  efficacious  for  the 

good  of  the  people. Those  who  hold 

this  doctrine  are  the  true  Anlijacobins  ; 
they  are  of  the /a//- Wooc?.  They  are  the 
same  set,  who,  twelve  years  ago,,  had 
"  Regular  Government,  Social  Order,  and 
"  Our  Holy  Religion,"  everlastingly  upon 
their  tongues.  This  set,  however,  we 
know.  Their  views  and  designs  are  not 
disguised  any  more  than  are  the  means,  by 
which  they  would  see  those  design*  car- 


for    the 
populated 


tied  into  effect 

no  disguise,  because  no  disguise  will  any  longer 
sene  their  turn.  The  Tartuffe,  in  Moliere, 
is  a  hypocrite  till  detected  and  exposed,  but 
when  he  finds  that  hypocrisy  will  no  longer 
serve  his  turn,  throws  off  all  attempt  at 
disguise,  turns  bully,  and  those  who  have 
hitherto  been  his  dupes  he  threatens  with 
the  use  of  the  means  that  their  folly  has 
placed  in  his  hands. The  Anti-jaco- 
bins, however,  we  understand.  That  hate- 
ful, that  persecuting,  that  relentless  set, 
who,  if  theyr  had  the  power,  would  each 
of  them  surpass  a  Robespierre,  or,  which 
is  worse,  any  of  those  monsters,  who 
sheer  love  of  gain,  have  de- 
vvhole  countries ;  this  set  we 
know,  and  that  is  something.  But,  we 
have  other  enemies  at  work,  and  these 
more  formidable  than  the  Anti-jacobins, 
because  their  principles  are,  in  the  main, 
good  ;  and  because  they  even  profess 
themselvesyrzenrf*  to  Parliamenturi/  Reform. 

But  these  I  shall  mention  more  fully  in 

my  next,  having  now  placed  in  a  fair 
light  the  odious  and  diabolical  doctrine  of 
the  necessity  of  corruption. 

Flogging  Negroes.— —The  foUowincr 
passage  from  Mr.  Bkougham's  speech 
upon  the  Trinidad  question  has  struck  me 
as  very  interesting,  and  as  worthy,  at  this 
time,   of  the   particular    attention   of  the 

j/eopte    of    England. "  Mr.    Brougham 

"  next  argued,  that  the  Ordinance  of  1789 
*'  was  unquestionably  a  partof  the  Spanish 
"  law.  It  was  an  order  of  the  King,  con- 
"  ceived  in  the  most  distinct  terms,  and 
"  commanding  the  very  council  by  which 
"  it  was  said  it  ought  to  be  confirmed,  to 
"  consider  it  as  law,  and  administer  it  ac- 
"  cordingly.  It  had  been  called  by  Mr. 
"  Smith  an  almost  divine  ordinance,  and, 
•'  comparatively  speaking,  it  was  so,  for  it 
"  aftbrded  much  greater  protection  to  the 
"  slaves  than  any  law  of  ours.  The  mas- 
"  ter  and  steward  only  were  peraiiited  to 
"  inflict  a ^eiy /asAt5,  not  the  driver  ;  and 
•'  they  were  inflicted  too  oulv  by  way  of 
"  punishment,  and  not  to  tjuicken  the 
"  Negro's  hands  by  the  effusion  of  his 
"  blood,  as  in  our  other  West  India 
*'  Colonies  where  the  British  constitution 
"  and  laws  were  not  established,  as  in  this 

"  country. Another  regulation  in  this 

"  Ordinance,  was,  that  no  one  but  the  raasT 
"  ter  or  his  steward  should  be  entitled  to 
"  execute  the  sentence.  Cart-whips  could 
"  not  exist  in  Trinidad  for  the  purpose 
"  of  quickening  the  hands,  or  extorting 
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With  these  writers  there  is  i  "  labour  from  the  fingers  of  the  unfortu- 
"  nate  slaves.  Not  even  in  the  presence* 
"  of  the  master  could  any  beyond  a  certain 
"  number  of  lushes  be  imposed;  and  even  the 
"  degree  of  force  was  limited.  No  contusion 
"  or  effusion  qf  blood  was  tolerated  ;  if  any 
"  such  took  place,  that  was  esteemed  a 
"misdemeanor;  and  if  repeated  the  slave 
"  was  taken  from  under  the  controul  and  pro- 
"  tection  of  his  master.  Such  was  the  Or- 
'*  dinance  to  which  Mr.  Smith  applied  the 

"  epithet  of  an  almost  divine  code." ■ 

This  is  negro-flogging.  This  is  the  manner, 
in  which  slaves  are  treated  under  Spanish 
laws ;  aiid,  I  believe,  our  own  laws  for  the 
treatment  of  slaves  are  as  mild,  if  not  more 
so.  A  few  lashes;  no  effusion  of  blood  ;  no 
contusion  even;  the  number  of  lashes  fixed  ; 
even  ihe  degree  of  force  fixed!  And  thil 
for  slaves,  observe.  This  is  the  law  for 
the  flogging  of  slaves. 

Flogging  Soldiers. — —•The  following 

Regimental  Order,  issued  it  appears  on 
the  eleventh  of  tiiis  pi^sent  month,  does 
great  honour  to  the  Royal  Duke,  whence 
it  has  proceeded,  and  as  such  I  put  it  upon 
record,  and  beg  leave  to  cail  the  particu- 
lar attention  of  my  readers  to  it. — -—"The 
"  Duke  of  Gloucester  cannot  allow  the 
"  prespnt  commanding  officers  of  the  two 
"  Battalions  of  his  Regiment,  the  honoura- 
"  ble  Major-General  Stnpford,  and  Major- 
"  General  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  to  resign 
"  their  respective  commands  without  ofFer- 
"  ing  to  them  his  warmest  thanks,  and  ex- 
"  pressing  his  entire  approbation  of  every 
"  part  of  their  conduct,  during  the  time 
"  he  has   had  the  honowr  to  be   Colonel 

"  of  the  Third  Regiment  of  Guards. 

"  The  first  Battalion,  under  the  orders  of 
"  Major-General  Stopford,  has  acted  up 
"  to  the  distinguished  character  of  the  re- 
"  giment  upon  the  different  services  on 
«'  which  it  has  been  employed,  has  dis- 
"  played  that  heroic  gallantry  for  which 
"  his  Majesty's  Guards  are  renowned,  and 
"  whilst  the  Battalion  has  merited  the 
"  approbation  of  the  General  Oflicers 
"  under  whom  it  has  been  employed,  the 
"  Commanding  Officer  has  been  equally 
"  entitled  to  praise  for  his  strict  attention 
"  to  his  duties,  and  for  the  proper  disci- 
"  pline  he  maintained  in  the  corps.  The 
"  second  Battalion,  under  the  orders  of 
"  Major  General  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  has 
"  equally  supported  the  character  of  the 
"  Regiment  by  its  uniform  good  conduct, 
"  and  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  cannot  op"' 
"  on  this  occasion  noticing,  thcit  ^in-nng  the 
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**  time  that  Officer  has  been  at  the  head  of  the 
"  second  Battalion  (nearly  tico  years  and  a 
*'  half)  not  one  man  has  received  carpoi-al  pu- 
"  nishment,  and  no  corps  tufas  ever  in  a  higher 
*' slate  of  discipline.  His  Royal  Highness 
"  in  expressing  the  heartfelt  satisfactiwi  this 
*'  circumstance  has  aftbrded  him,  which 
"  reflects  as  much  credit  upon  the  Com- 
*'  manding  Officer,  as  well  as  upon  all 
'*  ^ose  under  his  orders,  thinks  it  incom- 
**  bent  upon  him  to  call  the  particular  at- 
*'  tention  of  his  uhole  regiment  to  this  occiir- 
"  rence,  and  to  recommend  it  to  the  peculiar 
*'  notice  of  all  the  officers,  who  may  here- 
'*' after  succeed  to  the  Command  of  Bat- 

"  talionsof  ikc  third  Regiment." Now 

here  we  have,  from  the  best  authoritj'^,  one 
of  the  most  valuable  facts  that  can  possi- 
bly be  stated  to  Englishmen.  When  we 
see  ih\s{si.Qi,jmhlished  under  the  authority, 
and  in  the  name  of  a  princs  of  the  blood,  we 
may  surely  excuse  those,  who,  being  con- 
vinced of  the  same  truth,  venture  to  give 

their  opinions  upon  the  subject. Upon 

the  trials,  which  have  lately  taken  place 
for  libels,  written  and  published  upon  the 
subject  of  jflogging,  it  is  reported  to  have 
been  said,  that  this  sort  of  chastisement  is 
necessary  to  good  discipline.  But,  it  is,  ct 
any  rate,  clear,  that  it  is  not  necessary  in 
the  regiment  here  mentioned  ;  and,  if  not 
necessary  in  this  regiment  why  necessary 

in  flfly  regimait? -It  will  be  observed, 

too,  that  the  Royal  Duke  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  v/ith  the  Battalion  in  person. 
It  was  no?:,  therefore,  his  partictdar  super- 
intendance  that  was  the  cause;  but,  the 
general  system  of  the  Battalion.—— There 
can  be  no  doubt,  I  think,  ihsX  thi^,  order  of 
His  Royal  Highness  has  beea  ma.li^  public 
xuith  a  vieiv  to  induce  other  comm-^nders  to 
folloiv  his  example.  He  takes  this  method 
of  telling  all  the  officers  and  all  the  sol- 
diers too,  of  the  army,  that  fogging  is 
not  necessary  to  perfect  discipline;  nay,  to 
tell  them,  and  to  tell  the  whole  nation, 
and  to  produce  proof  of  the  truth  of 
his  assertion,  that  soldiers  ought  not  to 
^^J^ogged;  for,  that  is  manifestly  the  in- 
ference, seeing  no  body  (at  least  so  it  is 
to  be  hoped)  will  think  it  right  to  flog 
them  if  it  be  not  absolutely  necessary  to 

military    discipline. Now,   if  this  be 

the  case,  why  have  not  any  of  the  rest  of 
us  as  good  a  right  to  state  the  fact  as  the 
Duke  of  Gloucester  ?  "  We  could  not 
*'  know  it;"  but,  why  should  we  not  know 
it  ?  And,  if  any  one  had  not  the  advan- 
tage of  experience,  and  gave  it  in  the  way 
of  oplnioii  upon  reasoning,  so  much  the 
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greater  the  merit  in  the  writer.— —How- 
ever, this  is  a  matter  of  little  importance 
compared  wiih  the  thing  itself,  which  is  of 
the  greatest  pos^iible  importance,  as  every 
man  in  England  under  the  age  of  30  is  now 
liable  to  be  forced  into  the  Local  Militia, 
unless  he  is  possessed  of  ten  pounds.  This 
being  the  case,  it  becomes  us  to  consider 
well  what  a  man  is  subject  to  when  he  is  ia 
that  militia  ;  for,  if  we  cannot  discuss  this, 
and  freely  too,  our  hands  may  as  well  be 
•  chopped  ofl',  and,  indeed,  the  bre,\lh  may 
as   well  be  forced  out  of  our  bodies  at 

once. Into  this  subject  I  will  go  more 

fully  another  time  ;  and,  for  the  present, 
it  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  know  what  we 
now  do  know  under  the  name  of  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Gloucester. 

W".  COBBETT. 
State  Prison,  Neivgate, 
Tuesday,  \8th  Jtine,  1811. 

P.  S. — Below  I  insert  a  Letter  from 
Major  Caetwright  to  the  Maiqtiis  of 
Tavistock,  to  which  1  beg  the  readers' 
attention. 

To  THE  Makciuis  OF  Tavistock. 

June  \\\e  fifteenth,  1811. 

My  Lord  ;  It  was  on  xhe  fifteenth  day  of 
June  in  the  year  1215,  that  the  signing 
and  sealing  of  Magna  Chap.ta  shed  a  pe- 
culiar lustre  on  the  virtue  and  valour  of  aa 
English  nobility  and  an  English  people- 

The  circumstance  of  dating  this  Letter 
to  your  Lordship  on  Pahliamentary  Ri;- 
FOK : ;  the  first  of  a  short  series,  caused 
that  -lebrjited  event,  which  took  place  on 
the  :'  .y  of  which  this  is  the  anniversary, 
to  lUGi;  on  the  writer's  remembrance;  and 
Vrith  !:'/:uliar  force  ;  since,  how  little  so- 
ever i'  may  be  visible  to  the  eye  of  the 
unreflecting,  it  is  nevertheless  certain,  that 
the  Reformists  r-f  this  age  are  embarked 
in  the  identical  work,  and  labouring  to 
complete  the  identical  task,  which  was 
commenced  by  our  ancestors  on  the^- 
teenth   day  of  June  1215. 

"  Those  who  are  truly  enlightened 
statesmen  know,  that,  by  the  earthquake 
of  the  Norman  conquest,  our  constitutional 
column,  formed  in  solid  Saxon  simplicity, 
was  in  fact  thrown  to  the  ground  ;  and 
that  the  self-evident  principles  of  English 
law,  ever  working  in  the  public  mind, 
have  from  that  time  to  this  (subject  at 
many  intervals  to  counteraction)  been 
gradually  again  conquering  that  con- 
quest.    They  also  know   that  our  Saxon 
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liberties,  at  no  period  since  that  epoch, 
have  as  yet  been  enjoyed  in  full  perlet- 
tion  ;  a  circumstance  which  certain  mole- 
eyed  cavillers  foolishly  imagine  they  can 
turn  to  some  use,  in  favour  of  long  en- 
dured abusesj  and  long  practised  corrup- 
tions. 

.  "  JSut  when  truly  enlightened  statesmen 
have  seen  the  base  of  the  overthrown  pillar 
replaced  by  our  bvave  unlettered  ancestors 
of  1215  on  its  ancient  pedestal,  as  re- 
corded in  the /rsf  charter  ;  and  when  they 
have  also  beholden  the  aspiring  shaft  once 
more  upreared,  by  a  great  effort  of  public 
virtue  in  1 688,  as  en-registered  in  the  second 
ehaater,  the  Bill  of  Rights, shall  they  not 
believe,  that  the  present  generation ;  the 
descendants  of  these  who  thus  made  such 
progress  in  repairing  the  mighty  mischief, 
will  complete  the  patriot  labour,  by  re- 
storing to  the  sacred  column  its  genuine 
capital,  now  lying  on  the  earth  at  the  foot 
of  the  headless  column,  presenting  an  af- 
fecting picture  of  decayed  magnificence  ! 
This,  in  the  eyes  of  men  meriting  the  name 
oi statesmen,  were  a  godlike  work,  wot  thy  an 
age  of  political  science  and  moral  taste ; 
worthy  a  nation  ever  foremost  in  the  gene- 
rous deeds  of  patriotism,  for  the  establish- 
mnetof  rational  liberty  !""■ 

Awful,  my  Lord,  and  interesting,  is  the 
period  in  which  Providence  has  destined 
you  to  act.  By  fidelity  to  the  country  of 
your  birth  ;  a  country  which,  for  securing 
honourable  services,  confers  honourary 
distinctions  and  high  privileges;  by  fide- 
lity, I  say,  to  such  a  country,  may  you 
sustain  the  reputation  of  the  name  you 
bear  ! 

May  you  by  an  enlightened  concep- 
tion of  Parliamentary  Reform,  and  by  an 
integrity  not  inferior  to  that  of  your  an- 
cestor whose  blood  was  shed  for  our  liber- 
ties, consecrate  to  the  afiectionate  remem- 
brance of  England  to  the  latest  posterity, 
that  is,  to  an  imperishable  renown,  the 
name  of  Russell ! 

The  proper  object  of  Parliamentary  Re- 
form;— A  Constitutional  Representation 
or  THE  People  in  Parliament, f  is  that 
capital,  my  Lord,  which  alone  remains  to 
be  restored  to  the  column  of  ouv  freedom. 

In  this  great  work,  we  have  two  classes 
of  architects,  the  moderate  reformists  and 
the    constitutional  reformists  ;  agreed,    as 

*  The  Cemparison,  1810,  p.  40. 

t  Third  Resolution  of  the  General 
Meeting  of  Friends  to  Parliamentary  Re- 
form, 10th  June  1811. 
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they  all  pi'ofess,  as  to  the  end,  although 
differing  IS  ;;)  means.  As  your  Lordship, 
by  certain  notices  lately  given  in  parlia* 
ment,  touching  measuresyouintend  bring- 
ing forward  in  the  next  session,  is  now  it 
seems  preparing  to  enter  in  this  cause  on 
the  field  of  exertion  ;  and  as  there  are 
persons  of  eminence  for  talent  and  publid 
virtue,  in  both  the  classesabov«mcntioned'; 
it  is  my  Lord,  of  high  importance  to  you^ 
own  future  happiness  and  fame,  that,  bo- 
fore  you  embark  in  a  work  of  so  much 
magnitude,  involving  the  very  fate  of  your 
country,  at  a  crisis  the  most  awful,  you 
should  satisfy  yourself,  whether  the  mo- 
derate reformist,  or  the  constitutional  re- 
formist, be  the  corrector  moralist,  the  more 
profound  legislator,  and  the  more  practical 
statesman. 

But,  my  Lord,  before  1  exercise  the 
privileges  of  grey  hairs,  by  submitting 
to  a  young  nobleman  considerations  which 
may  aid  his  judgment,  it  may  not  be  amiss 
to  take  a  transient  notice  of  a  recent 
movement  out  of  parliament. 

Certain  constitutional  reformists  feeling 
the  importance  of  a  cordial  union,  both 
in  and  ouiof  parliament,  between  the  two 
classes,  used  their  best  endeavours  to  that 
end  ;  and,  as  an  obvious  dictate  of  pru- 
dence, they  particularly  sought  the  means 
of  bringing  together  in  the  outset,  those 
two  members  of  parliament  who  had  re- 
spectively, last  year  and  the  year  before, 
brought  the  great  question  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  on  the  two  several 
grounds  of  moderate  reform  and  constiiU" 
tional  reform ;  meaning  of  course  Mr.  Brand 
and  Sir  Francis  Burdeit ;  who  might  each 
be  considered  as  standing  at  the  head  of, 
and  representing,  one  of  the  classes  ;  and 
consequently  that  a  cordial  union  between 
them  personally,  could  not  fail  to  operate 
favourably  towards  that  national  unani- 
mity so  essential  to  success. 

In  a  select  meeting  of  fourteen  f,  these 

t  *  Brand,  the  hon.  T.  m.  p. 
Burdett,  Sir  F.  m.  p. 
Burdett,  W.  J. 
*Bj''ng,  G.  M.  p. 
Cartwright,  J. 
Fawkes,  Wm. 
Halsey,  Jos.  m.  p, 
*Heathcote,  Sir  G. 
"Hutchinson,  the  hon.  IL  st.  p. 
Madocks,  W.  H.  M.  p. 
Northmore,  T. 
Oxford,  Earl  of,  M.  P. 
Strickland,  H. 
1     Tracey,  C.  H.  m.  p. 
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two  persons  were  brought  together ;  and 
the  following  propositions  were  agreed  on, 
as  a  basis  and  bond  of  union,  on  which  it 
was  hoped  a  solid  superstructure  of  na- 
tional unanimity  might  ere  long  be 
erected. 

"  Agreed — That  the  House  of  Com- 
"  mons  does  not  s,jeak  the  sense  of  the 

"  nation  ; That  a  Reform  of  the  said 

"  House  is  equally  essential  to  the  Inde- 
"  pendence  of  the  crown  and  to  the  liber- 
"  lies  of  the  people  :  and  that,  at  the  Ge- 
•*  neral  Meeting  proposed  to  be  held  in 
"  the  metropolis,  it  would  not  be  advise- 
"  able  to  more  for  any  specific  plan  being 
"  recommended  to  Parliament  for  reform- 
*'  ing  the  Representation." 

At  this  first  meeting,  which  was  held  on 
the  SOth  of  March,  it  was  farther  agreed, 
that  the  parties  should  endeavour  to  bring 
an  accession  of  strength  to  a  second  meet- 
ing to|  be  held  on  that  day  se'night, 
namely  the  6ch  of  April.  And,  on  peru- 
sing a  certain  printed  List  of  eigkii/  eight 
members  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament, 
with  one  hundred  and  iwenty-six  other  gen- 
tlemen, thirty  names  were  marked  by  Mr, 
lirand,  as  those  of  persons  on  whom  he 
thought  he  could  rely,  for  readily  joining 
our  new-formed  band  of  united  Reformists. 

The  printed  list  here  .';poken  of  was  of 
persons  intended  to  be  invited  to  assemble 
in  "  a  select  meeting  ;  to  consider  of  ar- 
"  rangenients  for  holding  a  public  Dinner 
"  Meeting  in  the  metropolis,  under  the 
"  auspices  of  a  numerous  body  of  stewards 
"  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  in  order 
"  that  at  such  Dinner  Meeting  the  best 
"  means  of  promoting  a  measure,  equally 
"  essential  to  the  independence  of  the 
"  Crown  and  to  the  liberties  of  the  People 
"  might  be  taken  into  consideration.^' 

On  the  very  face  of  the  said  list  it  must 
have  been  apparent,  thai  those  by  vv+iom 
it  was  produced  could  only  wish  for  a  cor- 
dial union  of  the  two  classes  of  Reformists  ; 
leaving  it  to  the  truth,  reason  and  justice, 
in  their  amicable  discLK.sions  and  patriot 
exertions,,  to  do  the  rest. 

I  come  HOW,  my  lord,  to  tiie  second  Se- 
lect Meeting,  held  on  the  6ih  of  April ;  bv 
which  time  the  constitutional  reformists  had 
obtained  an  addition  of  about //izVf^names,* 
and  the  moderate  reformists  an  addition  of 

*  Twenty  six  only  were  reported  ;  the 
names  of  the  two  Wolseleys  and  four 
other  Staffordshire  gentlemen,  which  had 
been  secured  prior  to  the  first  meeting, 
Iiaving  been  then  iorgotteiv- 


three ;  nor  did  they  ever  after  add  another. 
After  this  second  meeting,  two  of  those 
three,  and  four  of  the  original  fourteen, 
distinguished  in  the  foregoing  list  by  a 
star,  were  withdrawn;  while  notwithstand- 
ing this  loss,  the  list  finally  contained  two 
hundred  and  sixty  five  names. 

The  matter  will  come   to  be  better  un- 
derstood, when  it   shall    be  known   how 
greatly  Mr.  Brand  hud  been  disappointed, 
in  his  expectation  of  being  joined   by  at 
least  thtrii/  of  those  whose  names  he  had, 
as    already   mentioned,   marked    on    the 
printed  list.     So  far  it  seems  were  any  of 
them  from  being  ready  to  join,  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  that  gentleman,  it 
had  been  declared  to   him  (by  whom,  or  i 
by  what  number,  I  knotv  not)  that  unless 
he  himself  should  withdraw  from  the  union 
into  which  he  had  already  entered,  and  in 
which  the  basis  and  bond  already  noticed 
had  at  his  recommendation  been  adopted,-, 
those,  or  msny  of  those  who,  in  1810,  hadi 
supported  him  in  parliament,  on  the  ques-;- 
tion  of  Parliamentary  Reforjn,  would  not^i 
again  give  him  support  on  that  question  if 
he  should  renew  it. 

In  this  single  fact  we  have  in  effect  a 
mass  of  information,  very  intelligible  was 
the  language  of  it,  for  satisfying  us  that 
the  oligarchy,  which  was  the  subject  of  ani- 
madversion and  of  the  Resolutions  Jn  the 
late  General  Meeting  at  Freemason's  Hall, 
on  the  10th  instant,  is  by  no  means  con- 
fined to  the  proprietors  of  boroughs  ;  but 
is  of  far  wider  extent  than  even  vigilant 
reformists  themselves  had  imagined. 

As  an  appendage  to  this  fact,  it  seems 
proper  to  add,  that  when  the  list  of  those 
under  whose  sanction  the  late  General 
Meeting  on  tlie  10th  instant  was  called, 
amoimted  to  more  than  two  hundred,  « 
circular,  signed  by  the  Chairman,  Sir  John 
Throckmorton,  was  sent  to  upwards  of  three 
hundred  members  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament;  to  each  of  whom  "a  hope 
"  was  expressed  of  being  allowed  to  place 
"  his  name  on  that  list ;"  but  without  suc- 
cess in  a  single  instance. 

These  circumstances  may  seem  discou- 
raging ;  but  perhaps  a  right  view  of  the 
state's  disease  and  the  means  of  cure,  vrill, 
when  all  other  circumstances  are  brought 
under  our  contemplation,  Itsad  us  to  draw 
a  favourable  conclusion  ;  for,  after  all,  the 
entire  House  of  Commons  for  the  whole 
United  Kingdom  consists  but  of  six  hun- 
dred and  fitly  eight  persons  ;  and,  were 
tliey  ever  so  unanimous,  their  sentiments 
might  go  but  a  littlt  way  towards  a  declan 
ration  of  public  opiaion, 
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Here,  my  lord,  give  me  leave  to  close 
the  present  letter,  being,  as  already  inti- 
mated, the  first  of  a  short  series;  for  he 
would  little  understand  the  subject  who 
should  not  know,  thai  the  points  which  re- 
main to  be  controverted  for  completely 
settling  the  public  opinion,  are  few  ;  as  he 
who  should  imagine  itwere  necessary  to  say 
much  for  your  lordship's  own  satisfaction, 
would  pay  an  ill  compliment  to  your 
knowledge,  your  discernment,  or  your 
probity. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordships  obedient 
servant,  J.  Cartwright. 


Mr.  Cobbett, 
Sir ;  The  vital  spark  is  not  yet  extin- 
guished ;  I  am  still  enveloped  in  sublunary 
concerns,  although  my  expectation  when 
I  last  addressed  you  was  not  that  I  should 
be  permitted  to  drag  on  my  existence  to 
this  late  hour,  but  that  I  should  long  since 
have  ceased  to  recite  our  (for  I  include 
my  fellow  sufferers,  as  well  as  my  own) 
unparalleled  case,  b'o  long  is  it,  Mr.  Cob- 
bett, since  the  reference  to  my  sufferings 
have  occupied  a  portion  of  your  Register, 
that  it  is  not  improbable  you  and  your 
readers  may  have  ceased  to  recollect,  that 
I  am  one  of  those  few  remaining  Mer- 
chants, a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  who 
carried  on  trade  with  America,  now  the 
United  States,  before  the  sanguinary  civil 
war  of  1775  ;  who  had  considerable,  very 
considerable  sums  of  money  justly  due  to 
me,  from  persons  in  America  before  that 
war,  who  were  at  the  time  those  debts 
were  contracted,  in  high  credit  and  affluent 
circumstances ;  many  of  whom  were 
ruined  by  that  infuriated  war,  and  who  at 
the  Peace  in  1782  became  insolvent.  It 
was  not  until  the  year  1S02,  twenty  years 
after  that  Peace,  nearly  thirty  years  after 
those  debts  were  contracted,  that  I  was 
told  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  had 
submitted  to  the  dictation  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  by  agreeing  to  take 
£.  600,000  to  pay,  or  rather  in  lieu  of, 
X' 5,408,706.  OS.  which  the  debtors  to 
British  subjects  in  America  owed>  or,  if 
Great  Britain  had  not  humbly  submitted 
to  those  terras,  that  America  would  have 
unsheathed  the  sword.  As  an  individual 
of  this  government  I  am  not  to  complain 
of  the  sacrifice  ;  it  is  not  for  me  to  con- 
demn the  conduct  of  men  at  the  helm  of 
afiairs,  if  they  deemJt  to  be  essential  to 
m^'i  3  momentary  sacrifice  of  inaiyiduals 
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for  a  collective  good:  That  the  aggregate  , 
be  benefited  at  the  expence  of  individuals, 
is  a  state  axiom,  1  do  not  deny  ;  but  I  con-  ; 
tend,  that  compensation  should  be  made  to  / 
the  individual  by  the  aggregate,  if  the  col- 
lective body  reap  benefit  from  a  momen- 
tary sacrifice  of  individual  interest,  or,  if 
it  is  deemed  requisite  that  individual  in- 
jury be  inflicted  for  the  presumed  general 
benefit  whether  good  or  evil,  if  the  inten- 
tions be  good,  may  arise  to  the  collective 
body.  I  will  not  repeat  my  arguments  in 
support  of  this  doctrine,  because  they  may 
be  found  in  former  Numbers  of  your  Re- 
gister; and  I  will  not  de  myself  the  in- 
justice to  suppose,  that  it  is  at  all  necessary 
to  repeat  those  arguments,  because  the 
impression  made  upon  the  mind  of  man,  at 
the  bare  recital  of  the  injustice  which  has 
been  hitherto  dealt  out  to  me  and  to  my 
fellow  sufferers,  cannot  1  think  ever  be  ef-- 
faced  :  1  will  only  therefore  observe  that 
we  the  Merchants  of  Great  Britain  trading 
to  America  before  the  ill-judged  and  un- 
natural Gothic  war  of  1775,  have  for  five- 
and-thirty  years  been  sacrificed  for  the 
good  of  the  state,  or  what  was  so  esteemed 
by  those  at  the  helm  of  affairs;  of  no  con- 
sequence is  it,  whether  the  result  has  been 
the  benefit  of  the  state;  such  was  the  sup- 
position, and  we  should  therefore  have 
been  and  we  ought  to  be  morally  and  po- 
litically indemnified. — It  is  requisite  that 
I  here  observe,  the  *'  Board  of  Commis- 
"  sioners  appointed  by  Act  of  Parliament 
"  under  the  Convention  with  the  United 
"  States  of  America,"  who  are  about  to 
close  their  arduous  labours,  for  arduous 
they  have  been,  and  I  must  do  them  the 
justice  to  observe,  that  I  sincerely  believe 
them  to  have  conducted  themselves  to- 
wards us,  in  as  equitable  manner  as  their 
ability  delegated  to  them  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament has  enabled  them  to  do,  for  it  was 
totally  out  of  their  power  to  award  us  our 
just  due,  have  finally  decided,  that  the 
amount  of  claims  which  the  Americans 
stand  indebted  to  British  subjects,  and 
which  they  were  bound  to  have  paid, 
amount  not  to  .£.5,408,766  Qs.  the  sum 
claimed,  but  to  the  sum  of  <£.  1,420,000 
only;  because  upon  the  face  of  this  state- 
ment promulgated  to  the  whole  world, 
there  appears  to  be  a  sum  of  no  less  than 
cf.  3,988,766  6*.  claimed,  which  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  have  deemed 
proper  to  disallow,  a  circumstance  which 
unexplained  carries  with  it  evident  marks 
of  fraud  and  iniquity,  accompaniments  not 
belonging  to  the  character  of  mercantile 
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men  in  general  in  the  year  1775,  whatso- 
ever construction  may  in  the  19ih  century 
be  put  upon  the  character  and  molives-of 
niGrcantiJe  men  in  the  present  day.      Sir, 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  in  apportion- 
ing the  composition  money  of  £.  600,000 
among  men  who  had  bond  fide  claims  to 
the  amount  of  near  5\  millions  sterling, 
decreed,  that  that  composition  and  agree- 
ment with  the  American  government,  ex- 
tended only  to  the  claims  of  creditors, 
«'hose    demands    against    their    debtors 
could  have  been  actually  recovered  from 
them,  at  the  expiration  of  several  years 
after  the  Peace,  had  the  Courts  of  Law  in 
America  been  freely  open  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  debts  due  to  British  subjecis,  as  by 
the  Treaty  of  Peace  it  had  been  assumed 
by  the  American  government  they  should 
be,  and  not  secluded  as  they  were  by  the 
existence   and  operation  of  impediments 
for  many  years  after  the  ratification  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace.     I  regret  much  that  the 
subject,  although  horribly  familiar  to  me 
by  reason  of  the  excessively  injurious  con- 
sequences  which  have  arisen,  requires  that 
I  state  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the 
public,  the  situation  more  particularly  in 
which  we  have  been  placed.     The  Ameri- 
can government  agreed  to  give  the  sum 
of  cf- 600,000  as  a  compensation  to  the 
British  government  for  taking  upon  itself 
the  demand  of  the  British  creditor  against 
their   individual   American    debtors,  ren- 
dered irrecoverable  by  the  legislative  acts 
of  the  federal  and  local  governments  of 
America,  and  in  full  for  losses  occasioned 
by  the  existence  of  impediments,  which 
had  arisen  against  the  recovery  of  British 
debts  by, the  decisions  of  the  Judiciary  of 
the  several   individual  states,  and  the  ver- 
dicts of  the  Juries,  composed  of  men  uni- 
versally interested  in  the  subject  brought 
before  them  to  decide  upon,  and  contra- 
vening the  4lh  Article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace.     This  however  in  the  sequel,  re- 
ferred scarcely  to  one  fourth  of  the  bond 
fide  demand  of  the  creditor;    because,  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  decreed,  that  de- 
mands alone    against  debtors  who   were 
solvent  for  several  years  afler  the  Peace, 
could  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  re- 
lief thereupon  granted. — They  determined, 
that  if  any  debtor,  whom  1  proved  to  be 
solvent  and  able  to  pay  his  debts  in  1775, 
but  whom  I  could  not  at  that  time  compel 
to  pay  my  demands  upon  him,  because 
(inter  arma  silent  leges)  hostilities  had  taken 
place,  and  the  Courts  of  Law  were  occlu- 
ded to  me,  was  not  solvent  or  visibly  ca* 


pable  of  paying  the  whole  amount  of  his 
debts,  until  the  expiration  of  7  tkV  10  years 
afterwards,  for  not  only  did  they  decree 
that  he  was  to  be  of  capacity  to  have  paid 
in  1782,  but  for  such  duration  of  time  af» 
terwards,  a,s  if  the  Courts  of  Law  had  been 
open  to  the  complaints  of  British  subjects 
or  impediments  had  not  existed  would 
have  been  retjuisite  to  have  enabled  me  to 
have  recovered  my  demand  in  due  course 
of  law,  that  I  had  no  claim  upon  the 
c£.  600,000  because  1  had  sustained  dant- 
num  absque  injuria,  that  it  was  immate< 
rial,  to  me  whether  impediments  did  op 
did  not  exist  if  my  debtor  was  insolv* 
ent,  although  such  insolvency  was  in  con- 
sequence of  a  war  begun  in  support,  it  was 
alledged,  of  the  Rights  of  the  Crown,  and 
in  maintenance  of  the  privileges  of  the 
people,  which  Rights  and  Privileges  were 
at  the  Treaty  of  Peace  in  1782  surrendered 
to  the  Americans,  who  were  left  in  quiet 
possession  of  the  privileges  they  claimed 
in  1775,  and  which  for  seven  years  they 
contended  for,  and  ultimately  compelled 
the  British  government  to  acknowledge 
the  justice  of  their  claim,  and  therefore  had 
the  Courts  of  Law  been  open  to  me  it  is 
true  I  might  have  procured  a  judgment 
for  the  amount  of  my  debt,  but  I  could 
not  have  received  any  part  from  my  deb-» 
tor,  who  had  become  a  man  of  straw>  con- 
sequently the  decision  of  the  Araericar^ 
Judiciary  snd  the  verdict  of  the  American 
jury  would  have  been  vox  el  prcEteria  nihil^ 
that  no  loss  whatever  accrued  to  me  ex- 
cept that  arising  from  the  executive  acts 
of  my  own  government,  and  in  speaking 
of  the  -execulive  government,  I  wish  it  to 
he  understood  as  also  embracing  my  opi- 
nion of  its  legal  advisers,  of  whom  in  tho 
selection  of  them  the  advice  of  Horace  is 
not  unworthy  of  attention,  Reges  dicuniur 
multis  urgere  culuUus  et  iorquere  mero,  quern 
perspescisse  laborant,  an  sit*  amicitia  digntts  / 
and  that  therefore  I  was  entitled  to  no  re- 
medy under  the  compromise  for  ^(500,000; 
The  honourable  members  of  the  board  are 
wholly  unknown  to  me,  and  alas!  how 
should  they  be  otherwise,  pent  up  and  in- 
carcerated as  I  have  long  been  and  still 
am,  and  during  the  remainder  of  my  sub- 
lunary existence  having  no  other  prospect 
than  continuing  a  perpetual  prisoner,  qtiis 
talia  fando  temperat  a  lachrymis :  but  I 
cannot  refrain  from  contributing  ray  hum- 
ble testiraonjs  humble  indeed  it  is,  and 
still  more  so  connected  with  my  most  hum- 
ble situation,  to  thei,-  accuracy  of  judg- 
ment in  this  respect,  of  them  I  do  not 
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complain,  presumptuous  in  me  it  would 
be  to  dispute  the  propriety  of  thf  ir  deci- 
sions on  that  liead.  I  cannot  complain  of 
&uch  of  their  proceedings,  tor  their  hands 
were  fettered  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  a 
certain  road  was  pointed  out  to  them  to 
p«rsuej  thus  far,  they  were  told,  thou 
shalt  go  and  no  farther  ;  they  did  so,  and 
after  eight  years  patiently  and  arduously 
pursuing  the  only  path  they  could  pursue, 
(with  alas  !  eight  years  additional  suffer- 
ings to  thei  claimants)  they  have  I  verily 
believe,  although  from  the  nature  of  my 
situation,  I  can  have  but  limited  informa- 
tion for  my  assertion,  honourably  arrived 
at  the  last  stage  of  their  proceedings. — The 
Board  hare  decided,  that  c£'l, 420,000  are 
due  to  the  Claimants;  and  to  our  cost,  to 
the  cost  of  the  unfortunate  sufferers,  the 
Board  no  doubt  regretting  their  total  ina- 
bility to  award  us  20s.  for  every  pound  of 
our  bond  fide  demand,  and  which  they  de- 
termine to  be  justly  our  due,  can  award  us 
only  £.  600,000,  which  is  after  the  rate  of 
^.40.  8s.  \0d.  and  a  fraction  per  cent,  after 
waiting  and  partaking  of  every  human 
affliction  for  thirty-six  years  and  upwards: 
voluptas  solamenque  mali.  I  must,  however 
observe,  for  1  wish  to  be  minutely  accu- 
rate, and  I  profess  it  to  be  far  from  my  in- 
tention to  misrepresent  even  the  most 
trifling  circumstance,  that  to  the  sum  of 
.^feoO^OOO  there  is  to  be  added  c£'59,4y3 
(included  in  my  calculation  of  the  ratio  of 
per  centage  before  mentioned)  produced 
by  investing  a  portion  of  the  composition 
money  in  Exchequer  Bills;  and  which  if 
such  proceedings  had  been  originally 
adopted,  would  have  produced  considera- 
bly more  ;  that  this  was  not  sooner 
adopfied,  I  presume  not  to  attach  culpabi- 
Jjty  to  the  Board.  It  cannot  be  supposed 
that  their  attention,  amidst  the  weighty 
business  before  them,  could  be  suffered  to 
be  drawn  aside  and  diverted  to  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  claimants,  or  to  the  pos- 
sibility of  affording  any  additional  rehef 
to  them,  from  the  fund  deposited  in  the 
Bank  of  England,  subject  to  the  disposal 
of  the  Board  ;  they  had  enough  to  do  in 
the  exercise  of  the  duties  imposed  upon 
them  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  beyond 
their  limited  duties,  they  were  not  bound 
to  go,  or  to  view  the  distressing  state  in 
which  the  Claimants  have  been  suffered  to 
remain  for  nearly  forty  years.  But  it  is 
somewhat  surprising,  when  the  Bill  was 
brought  into  the  House  of  Commons,  for 
apportioning  the  £.  600,000  among  the 
Claimants,  that  it  did  not  present  itself  to 
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the  capacious  mind  of  the  preseai  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  i^  bo,  when 
Attorney  General,  introduced  the  Bill, 
or  to  the  present  Earl  of  Liverpool, 
that  the  introduction  of  a  clause,  autho" 
rizing  the  Commissioners  to  lay  out  the 
£.  600,000  in  Exchequer  Bills,  the  instant 
that  sum  was  paid  over  by  the  American* 
to  the  British  Government  would  have 
been  proper  :  still  more  surprising  was  it 
if  it  did  not  strike  theminO  of  some  of  the 
then  3JS  British  members  of  tiie  House  of 
ComiHons,  that  some  of  the  Claimants  did 
not  prtsent  such  clause  to  the  view  of  the 
Houie;  one  would  not  at  least  have 
thought,  that  they  would  have  sUuck  whilst 
the  iron  was  hot,  particularly  so,  when  the 
Clerk  of  the  Irons  might,  in  virtute  officii 
have  introduced  the  clause,  had  such  been 
introduced  to  liis  notice.  No,  Sir,  such 
clause  suggested  itself  to  no  one  among 
them  but  myself;  I  did  submit  my  view 
of  the  case  to  a  few  of  the  Claimants,  but 
the  idea  was  scouted  :  What  was  the  ob» 
servation ;  has  there  not  been  delay 
enough,  without  clogging  trie  pioceedingf 
of  Government,  by  arresting  its  potent 
arm  now  extended  to  remunerate  us,  in  in- 
troducing to  its  haivds  a  represen latiori, 
which  must  impede  its  progress  !  To  me 
it  was  ultimately  left,  to  suggest  the  in- 
vestmeiit  of  the  composition  money  in  Ex-- 
chcrjuer  Bills,  who  would  antecedently 
have  brought  the  subject  forward ;  had  not 
my  own  acute  sufferings  precluded  me 
from  thinking  of  httle  else,  than  the  means 
of  driving  from  my  presence,  the  horrors  of 
hunger  and  thirst,  barred  and  bolted  with- 
in the  confines  of  a  prison.  But,  on  my 
suggestion  it  was,  through  your  means^ 
Mr.  Cobbett,  enabling  me  as  you  did  to 
communicate  my  sentiments  to  the  public 
in  your  Register,  that  a  Bdl  was  brought 
into  Parliament,  and  was  at  length  passed, 
authorizing  the  Board  to  invest  the  re- 
maining portion  of  the  c£.  600,000,  and 
which  has  produced  in  addition  to  that  sum 
ci".  59,493,  though  if  such  Bill  had  been, 
as  it  should  have  been,  brought  in  when 
the  cf.  600,000  was  originally  paid  by 
the  American  to  the  British  Government, 
a  very  handsome  addition  to  that  £.  59,493 
would  have  been  made,  and  a  much 
greater  allowance  apportioned  to  the 
Claimants.  But  although  the  Board^ 
have  decided  that  out  of  the  sum  of 
„£'.  5,408,766.  Os.  claimed  by  the  British 
creditors  for  debts  due  from  the  citizens 
of  America,  a  sum  of  £.  1,420,000  only, 
is   due  and  chajgeable  on  the  fund  of 
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£.  600,000,  nan  liquet,  that  tlie  balance 
^f  0^3,988,766.  6s.  is  not  horid  fide  due  to 
the  Claimants;  or,  that  this  latter  sum  is  a 
fraudulent  charge  brought  forward  by 
dishonest  Claimants  or  desperate  adven- 
turers ;  no  such  thing. — The  Board  have 
correctly  decided,  that  the  deficit  we  are 
at  present  compelled  to  submit  to,  comes 
not  within  the  purview  of  the  composi- 
tion; that  the  American  government  were 
not  responsible  for  it,  and  consequent- 
ly, that  we  have  no  claim  on  this  fund 
of  of.  600,000  which  was  to  clear  away 
claims  on  the  ground  of  existing  impedi- 
ments in  Courts  of  Law,  and  otherwise 
against  the  recovery  of  our  demands,  that 
that  deficit  due  from  persons  well  able  to 
pay  in  the  years  1775,  and  who  continued 
well  able  to  pay  until  the  date  of  the 
T^reaty  of  Peace,  but  who  might  have  im- 
mediately afterwards  become  insolvent, 
did  not  enter  into  the  contemplation  of 
either  government,  which  confined  them- 
selves to  losses  by,  or  in  consequence  of, 
impediments  alone.  But  they  have  not  de- 
cided, 1  will  venture  (o  say  in  one  single 
instance,  that  that  deficit  arises  from  frau- 
dulent charges  by  the  British  creditor,  or 
by  reason  of  any  improper  proceeding 
whatever  on  his  part.  If  such  be  the  case, 
and  I  boldly  venture  to  challenge  those 
uho  by  virtue  of  their  official  situations 
cannot  but  know  the  fact  to  disprove  my 
assertions,  I  submit  to  every  unprejudiced 
person,  for  as  to  argument  to  prove  the 
propriety  of  that  which  I  advance,  it  is 
unnecessary,  having  heretofore  adduced 
my  reasons  in  support  of  my  present  as- 
sertion, whether  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  is  not  morally  bound  to  make  up 
to  the  Claimants,  the  remaining  sun  of 
£.  .'>,9S8,766.  fix.  1  will  not  occupy  a 
greater  space  in  your  paper  than  is  abso- 
lutely requisite,  by  succinctlj'  shewing,  as 
1  have  in  my  former  communications  done 
at  length,  that  government  is  bou;  d  to  in- 
demnify an  individual,  in  all  cases  where 
his  property  has  been  surrendered,  or  sa- 
crificed, or  taken  from  him  against  his  will 
for  the  collective  good  ;  but  I  will  merely 
advert  to  the  case  of  the  American  Loyal- 
ists, as  they  are  termed,  who  have  been 
indemnified  for  their alledged  losses;  they 
were  men,  I  speak  of  the  major  part,  for 
undoubtedly  there  were  some  among  them 
who  merited  everx-^  relief  which  has  been 
extended  to  them,  and  whose  communica- 
tions to  government  were  sincere  and 
founded  upon  correct  date,  from  whom 
Great  Britain  received  not  a  single  even- 
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tual  benefit;  on  the  contrary,  by  their  mis- 


representation of  the  general  inclination 
and  temper  of  the  Americans  to  the  British 
government,  the  British  government  was 
induced  to  add  millions  to  the  National 
Debt,  and  thousands  to  the  tens  of  thou- 
sands it  has  been  the  fate  of  this  country 
to  lose  of  its  subjects,  to  its  fallen  heroes; 
some  of  those  remunerated  Loyalists  have 
been  paid  for  the  loss  of  property  estimat- 
ed at  a  value  which  had  America  continued 
under  subjection  to  Great  Britain  to  this 
day,  would  not  have  produced  to  the 
Claimants  a  single  shilling  :  Compare  this 
description  of  characters,  with  the  estimaJ'^ 
ble  and  truly  essential  mercantile  character 
of  British  merchants  in  the  scale  of  bene- 
fit to  the  British  nation,  which  of  these,  if 
either,  should  be  sacrificed  ?  To  which  of 
these  is  Great  Britain  most  beholden,  and 
which  of  these  ought  she,  is  she  bound  on 
the  broad  ground  of  general  policy,  to  up- 
hold, not  sacrifice,  remunerate,  not  im- 
poverish, support,  not  sufter  to  languish  in 
prison,  foster  not  annihilate,  cherish,  not 
drive  to  desperation  ?  Assuredly  that  man, 
or  body  of  men,  from  whom  she  has  re- 
ceived and  yet  does  receive  assistance, 
and  by  whose  means  she  is  enabled,  how 
much  soever  you  and  I,  Mr.  Cobbett,  may 
dillerin  this  respect  on  the  subject  of  Com- 
merce, to  support  her  existence.  So  long 
as  the  government  of  this  country  has  to 
boast  of  our  capacity  to  support  the  Na- 
tional Debt,  and  under  which  we  are  told 
we  have  stood  firmly  and  proudly  stood 
too,  (but  that  this  country  may  swell  that 
evidence  of  her  prosperity  as  it  has  been 
deemed,  to  an  unlimited  or  additional  ex- 
tent, is  to  my  mind  disputable,)  so  long  d6f' 
I  contei»d  tlial  Commerce  is  absolutely  nei 
cessary  to  us;  and  to  support  which  the 
mercantile  iiiterests  of  the  country  is  not 
the  least  contributory  to  it;  the  mercan- 
tile interest,  therefore,  should  not,  it  must 
not,  be  anathematized  and  maltreated,  as 
have  been  the  American  merchants,  those 
I  mean,  as  I  am,  or  alas!  rather  once  was, 
of  the  old  School,  our  halcyon  days,  the 
Golden  Age  of  Commerce  should  be  re- 
stored and  enoournged,  for  with  the  advan- 
tages resulting  to  individuals,  are  incor*^' 
porated  reduplicative  benefits  to  the  state. 
One  word  to  you,  Mr.  Cobbett,  by  way  of 
Episode ;  That  commerce  may  be  at  all 
times  and  under  all  circumstances  requisite 
to  the  flourishing  condition  of  the  country 
or  contributory  to  its  existence,  I,  with 
you,  deny  ;  although  perhaps  upon  very 
difiijrent  grounds  j— Had  this  country  not 
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to  uphold  the  great  National  Debt,  which 
we  all  labour  to  maintain,  I  grant  that 
commerce  would  not,  to  the  extent  it  is 
carried,  be  requisite,  nor  perhaps  at  all  ne- 
cessary, but  so  long  as  our  Colossian 
shoulders  have  to  support  the  Debt  we 
have  to  bear  with,  I  consider  commerce, 
and  I  think  you  will  accord  with  me,  to 
be  absolutely  requisite.  But  to  resume; 
— If  government  should,  howevtr,  be  of 
opinion,  that  the  deficit  ofo£'.  3,988,700.  (is. 
be  a  compound  of  fraud  and  incorrectness, 
and  that  it  is  consequently  not  bound  to 
pay ;  or,  if  it  is  deemed  not  bound  to  in- 
demnify the  indi^ridual,  for  acts  adopted 
by  them  tending  to  the  collective  good, 
and  which,  in  my  opinion,  they  are 
morally  bound  to  do,  and  in  various  in- 
stances have  done,  surely  in  every  point 
of  view  it  is  bound  to  make  good  the  loss 
or  deficit  between  £.  1,420,000  and 
j£.659,-V9^'  The  Board  have  decided, 
that  claims  have  been  made  amounting  to 
^.5,408,760.  6s.;  of  these  they  determine 
to  be  good,  £.  1,1.20,000,  strikingoiTa  sum 
of  £.  3,98«,7<3G.  6s.  ;  but  that  although 
they  decree  £.  1,420,000  to  be  good,  yet 
they  have  only  funds  in  hand  to  the  amount 
of  £.  ()59,493,  to  discharge  the  sum  of 
£.  1,420,000,  because  government,  to 
maintain  a  good  understanding  with  the 
United  Stales,  chose  to  sacrifice  and  aban- 
don, pro  tempore,  tfie  British  merchant,  and 
elected  to  offer  him  as  an  expiatory  sacri- 
fice at  the  shrine  of  the  republican  go- 
vernmciit,  which  is  after  the  rate  of 
^.40.  85.  U)d.  per  cent,  not  ten  shillings  in 
the  pound !  But  surely  if  governtnent 
chuse,  or  is  compelled,  for  poiitica!  rea- 
»ons,  to  sacrifice  the  creditor  by  surren- 
dering his  bonajide  claim,  or  which  is  tan- 
tamount by  compounding  for  it  for  the 
general  good,  the  collective  body  is  bound 
to  indemnify  him,  and  apportion  that  boon 
to  the  American  government,  a  surrender 
of  the  British  merchants  property  among 
the  many,  instead  of  suflerin^,"  the  whole 
weight  lo  fall  on  the  individual :  Such 
ever  has  been  the  case,  except  in  the  in- 
stance hitherto  of  the  British  merchant 
trading  to  America  before  the  Revolution- 
ary \Var,  and  it  would  be  singularly  hard, 
if  in  the  present  case  a  novel  rule  should 
be  adopted  for  the  establishment  of  a  pre- 
cedent unjust  and  injurious  in  the  highest 
degree,  founded  on  individual  ruin.  By 
compounding  our  Debts  on  the  part  of  go- 
vernment in  our  behalf,  and  without  pre- 
viously consulting  us  or  obtaining  our 
sanctions,  we  should,  if  government  refuse 


to  indemnify  us,  not  only  contribute  mor^ 
than  our  proportion  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  State,  while  our  brethren  and  fellow 
subjects  equally  reap  the  resulting  benefits 
with  us  without  contributing  one  shilling, 
but  we  are  rendered  unable  to  resort  to 
our  debtor,  who  becomes  released  from 
our  demand  without  our  sanction  which 
arose  from  the  mutual  contract  between- 
debtor  and  creditor,  and  which  contracts 
ought  not  to  be  rescinded,  except  by  th« 
same  authority,  unless  the  resulting  bene- 
fits to  the  State  may  require  it ;  and  even 
not  then,  unless  compensation  be  ulti- 
mately  made  to  the  individual.  It  i» 
much  to  be  regretted,  that  after  so  long 
a  lapse  as  eight  years,  during  which 
the  Board  have  sat  upon  the  subject  of 
these  claims,  the  amount  paid  is  not  quite 
105.  in  the  pound,  upon  those  claims  which 
the  Board  deem  to  come  within  the  de- 
scription of  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1782, 
and  the  subsequent  treaty  of  amity,  com- 
merce and  navigation,  entered  into  in 
1794;  much  more  beneficial  would  it 
have  been  to  the  Claimants  had  they  beea 
told  eight  years  ago,  as  they  are  now  by 
the  Board,  we  can  allow  you  only  about 
a  ninth  part  of  your  claims  to  come  upon 
the  composition  fund,  and  of  that  ninth 
part,  which  we  estimate  to  be  as  much  as 
you  might  possibly  have  recovered  in 
America,  had  the  Courts  of  Law  been  open 
to  you  there,  as  they  should  have  been, 
and  as  they  were  by  the  American? 
agreed  to  be,  that  fund  enables  us  to  give 
you  £^6.  85.  \0d.  for  every  £\00.  bona 
fide  due  and  owing  to  you  ;  if  such  had 
been  then  told  to  the  claimants  as  it 
is  now,  years  of  misery,  of  expence,  of 
expectation,  of  fruitless  hope,  would 
have  been  spared  to  the  miserable  and 
lingeting  creditor.  Had  such  been  dona 
eight  years  ago,  it  could  then  but  have 
been  what  it  is  now,  a  mere  mecha- 
nical estimate  and  ratio  of  division,  formed 
by  the  Board  in  the  same  manner  and  on 
the  same  fallible  grounds,  as  do  juries  aS' 
sessing  damages  in  a  complicated  cause, 
where  it  is  not  possible  to  arrive  exactly 
at  the  truth,  and  which  they  are  never- 
theless obliged  absolutely  to  decide  with 
their  oath  of  impartiality  before  them, 
and  on  a  close  and  diligent  invGstigaiioa 
of  all  circumstances  equitably,  according 
to  the  best  of  their  judgment  adopt ;  and 
which,  giving  the  Board  the  utmost  lati- 
tude of  good  conduct,  is  at  best  but  a  very 
uncertain  and  fallible  judgment.  Seeing 
how  the  decisions  have  been  ultirnately 
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made  it  is  also io  be  deplored,  that  those 
wiia  have  had  tlie  good  fortune  to  procuie 
large  awards,  and  those  who  have  had 
but  a  very  small  amount  of  the  composi- 
tion money  dealt  out  to  them,  have  been 
equally  subject  to  expence ;  and  that 
those  who  have  been  at  infinite  pains  in 
procuring  testimony  from  America  at 
enormous  expence,  have  fared  but  a  shade 
better  iu  the  general  estimate,  than  those 
who  have  done  little  more  than  presented 
the  statement  of  their  cases.  It-  is  the 
duty  of  gGvermiient  to  relieve  its  subjects, 
on  one  por^^ion  of  whom  the  adoption  of 
certain  measures  unavoidably  tends  to 
partial  injury ;  and  the  least  government 
can  do,  is  to  indemnify  the  creditor  to  the 
amount  acknowledged  to  be  their  due,  but 
to  pay  which  we  are  told,  the  American 
government  did  not  advance  a  sufficient 
sum, when  the  British  government  deemed 
it  to  be  politic  to  release  the  individual 
Bi'itish  creditors'  demand  upon  the  Ame- 
rican debtors  :  And  to  efiect  this  purpose, 
it  does  in  my  opinion  behove  the  Board, 
in  the  report  of  their  proceedings  which 
will  be  incumbent  on  them  to  make  to 
government  on  ths  eve  of  tlie  final  sittings, 
to  set  forth  to  view  the  just  claim  the  cre- 
ditors have  to  be  indemnified,  at  lenst  to 
the  extent  which  the  Board  have  decided 
their  claims  to  be  good;  and  which  claims 
were  by  the  treaty  of  peace  with  the 
United  States,  undertaken  to  be  paid  to 
them  by  the  debtors  or  their  government. 
But  far  indeed  beyond  this  extent  have 
we  fair  gro'imd  of  claim  upon  the  British 
government :  By  the  treaty  of  peace  was 
secured  to  us,  or  proposed  to  be  secured 
to  us,  the  non-existence  of  impediments, 
but  in  the  calamities  of  war  there  are  va- 
rious injuries  resulting  to  the  subjects  of  a 
power  making  war,  the  charge  of  which 
must  be  supported  by  that  government, 
for  the  burthen  can  neither  be  cast  upon 
the  resisting  power,  nor  upon  individuals 
of  either  state  :  Of  such  injuries  are  among 
others,  those  of  losses,  the  necessary  and 
unavoidable  consequence  of  the  general 
calamity— ruin,  the  war  brought  on  mul- 
titudes of  debtors  who  were  alive  at  the 
end  of  the  war — from  confusion  in  which 
it  bad  involved  the  aftairs  of  others  who 
were  dead,  and  whose  estates  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  administrators  negligent, 
dishonest,  or  wasteful,  embracing  injuries 
arising  from  the  geiveral  calamity,  and 
excluding  those  which  a«rose  from  direct 
or  evasive  impediments  of  the  law  ;  the 
greater  part,  therefore,  of  our  bona  fide 


arises  from  the  natural  and  necessary  con- 
eequences  of  the  war,  and  consequently 
are  not  chargeable  upon  the  fund  of 
cf.eoO.OOO,  but  upon  the  fund  of  the  Bri- 
tish nation,  those  claims  have  not  been  re- 
jected, because  they  were  fraudulent,  but 
because  the  fund  did  not  apply  to  them. 
Surely  the  magnitude  of  the  loss  to  a  por- 
tion of  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  and 
which  they  are  unable  to  bear,  should  b« 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  state,  and 
the  burthen  made  to  fall  equally  upon  all. 
The  following  short  statement  will  per- 
haps elucidate  my  subject  without  tres- 
passing upon  you  by  further  explanation . 

at  large  :  jj 

* 

Total  amount  of  claims,  ster-        „£*.        *. 

ling 5,408,760  6 

Ditto,   decided   to   be   good  . 
claims  under  the  conven- 
tion with  America 1,420,000  ^J 

Amount  of  claims  not 
cognizable  by  the 
Board,  arising  out  of 
the  resulting  injuries 
of  war,  and  not  pro- 
vided for  bv  treaties, 
remaining,  I  contend. 


as  a  charge  upon  the 
British     government 


3,088,736  6 


The  Board  have  de- 
creed the  amount  of 
claims  chargeable 
upon  the  American 
government,  to  be  as 
above  

For  the  satisfaction  of 
which,  the  British  go- 
vernment compound- 
ed With  the  United 
States,  for    600,000 

And  to  which  add  in- 
terest made  on  exche- 
quer bills,  nart  of  that 
fund... ' 59,493 


1 ,420,0061 -^ 


Deficit,  which  the  Bri- 
tish government  ac- 
knowledges to  be  due 
to  r.s,  but  from  t'le 
payaient  of  which  t lift 
American  govern- 
ment has  been  re- 
leased   , 


650,493 


760,507 


There  can  be  no  question  that  govern- 
ment should  indemnify  us  the  auMrmu«f 
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£.160,507,  'because  it  is   acknowledged 
that  our  claims  are  good  to  that  amount, 
and  had  they  not  been  surrendered  hy 
the  British  government  for  political  rea- 
sons, were   deraandable  and  recoverable 
either  from  the  American  debtor  or  go- 
vernment; and  this  indemnity  should  flow 
to  us  spontaneously,  without  compelling 
OS  to  incur  further  expence,  which  we  can 
in  submit  to   in  making   application   to 
parliament  for  redress,  but  we  have  a  fur- 
ther claim  upon  government,  for  the  in- 
juries to  our  property  in  consequence  of 
the  war ;    these  injuries  or  some  of  them 
are  included  in   the  loss  of  our  debts  not 
good  at  the  peace,  but  which  were  good 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war  ;  for  loss 
fi'om  the  destruction  of  books,  vouchers 
and  other  papers ;    for  loss  from  the  em- 
barrassments of  debtors   after  the  com- 
mencement of  the   war,  and    before  the 
peace,  and  generally  for  loss  of  whatever 
decription,    occasioned   by  the   act  and 
consequences  of  war.     It  is  the  duty  of 
governments   to   render  war  as  little   de- 
structive as  possible  to  the  finances  of  its 
own  subjects,  and  in  all  cases  not  to  suffer 
individual  loss  to  fall  on  any  one  descrip- 
tion of  persons,  but  either  to  apportion 
tbe  loss  among  the  collective  body  or  in- 
demnify the  individual  sufferer.  If  govern- 
ment receives  benefit  from  a  partial  momen- 
tary sacrifice,  government,  not  the  indivi- 
should  ultimately  bearj  the  burthen,  Sui 
icntit  commodum  sentire  debet  et  onus.     If  a 
contrary  doctrine  should  ever  be  adopted, 
inevitable  injury  would  arise  to  the  state 
98  well  as  to  the  individual,  and  the  prin- 
cipal contributors  to  the  revenues  of  the 
country,   the  mercantile  interest,   would 
swell   the  black  catalogue  of  insolvents 
and  be  classed  in  the  same  page,  to  his 
own  destruction  and  the  loss  of  the  state, 
with       A  Ruined  American  Merchant. 

June  17,  181 1. 
Toicer  Street,  hie  St.  Georges  Row. 
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•  Downing' 
street,  June  15,  1811.-^4  dispatch  of 
•which  the  folloiving  is  an  extract,  has  been 
this  day  received  at  Lord  Liverpool's  of- 
fice, addressed  to  his  Lordship  by  Lord 
Wellington,  dated  2tmta  de  Gramicha, 
SOth  May,  1811. 

We  invested  Badajoz  on  the  25th  in- 
stant, on  the  right  of  the  Guadiana;  and 
the  ordnance  and  stores  for  the  siege  hav- 


ing been  brought  forward,  we  broke  grbun'f 
last  night.— The  enemy  have  retired  their 
main  boi'.y  upon  Llerena,  and  hold  the  ad- 
vanced posts  of  their  cavalry  at  Usa^rf*: 
I  enclose  the  copy  of  the  report  of  Majfjr- 
General  the  Honourable  Willinm  Lumler, 
of  a  very  gallant  affair  of  ihe  cavalry  near 
that  place  on  the  25ih.  The  Major^Gene- 
ral  has  reported  that  he  received  very 
great  assistance,  u'pon  this  occasion,  from 
Major  Holmes  of  the  3d  Dragoon  Guards, 
who  was  acting  in  the  department  of  the 
Adjutant-General,  and  from  Lieutenant 
Heathcote,  of  the  Royal  Dragoons,  wha 
was  acting  in  the  department  of  the  Quar- 
ter-Master-General, as  well  as  from  tlie^ 
ofKcers  mentioned  in  his  report. 

Camp  near  Usagre,  two  A.  31. 
May '26,  1811. 
Sir — As  will  have  been  stated  to-  yott 
yesterday  verbally  by  the  officer  I  sent 
for  that  purpose,  I  have  the  honour  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  having,  as  I  before  report- 
ed, driven  the  enemy's  rear  guard  frorn 
Usagre,  I  occupied  that  post  on  the  night 
of  the  24'tb,  by  placing  the  Spanish  troopg 
in  front  of  the  town,  with  their  Tiradores 
well  in  advance  towards  the  enemy,  and 
the  Portuguese  and  British  cavalry,  with 
the  four  six-pounders,  in  rear  of  the  place  ; 
a  small  brook,  hollow  and  deep  ravine, 
and  narrow  defile,  being  on  this  side  of  the'' 
town.  About  six  o'clock  yesterday  moi-n- 
ing  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy's 
cavalry  were  advancing  in  force,  and  that 
there  was  reason  to  believe  they  were  ac- 
companied by  artillery  and  infantry  ;  con- 
ceiving reports  might  exaggerate  the  fact, 
and  not  wishing  to  jneld  the  post  to  infe- 
rior numbers,  the  iSth  Light  Dragoons  and 
Colonel  Otway's  Portuguese  brigade  of 
cavalry  were  ordered  to  cro5S  the  ravine 
to  the  left  of  the  town,  through  the  narrow 
fords  and  pa'^ses  which  had  been  previously 
reconnoitred,  and  Brigadier-General  Mad- 
den's  brigade  of  Portugvrese  cavalry  in 
like  manner  to  the  right,  with  orders  to 
retire  by  the  same  passes  if  necessary; 
The  heavy  brigade  of  British,  with  thd; 
gnns,  being  still  in  reserve  behind  the 
town.— Upon  the  nearer  approach  of  the 
enem2/,  it  was  evident  they  were  advanc- 
ing with  the  whole  of  their  cavalry,  and 
five  or  six  heavy  guns  {eight  pounders.) 
This  being  ascertained,  and  upon  opening 
their  fir.pt  gun  the  line  was  ordered  to  re- 
tire, which  they  did  slowly,  in  excellent 
order,and  without  loss  ;  the  Spanish  troops 
filing  on  the  main  road  through  the  town. 
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which  had  been  left  open  for  them.  A 
smart  cannonade  now  conuiienced  from 
the  opposite  heights,  the  superiority  of 
numbers  and  weight  of  metal  decidedly 
in  favour  of  the  enemy  ;  but  the  superior 
skill  and  well-directed  aim  of  Captain  Le- 
fevre  and  his  corps,  with  only  four  six- 
pounders,  was  most  pre-eminently  con- 
spicuous. The  enemy  now  committed  a 
most  daring  attempt,  or  rather  an  error, 
for  which  ihey  were  severely  punished. 
In  spite  of  two  of  our  guns,  which  bore  di- 
rectly for  a  few  paces  on  the  road,  three 
of  their  chosen  regiments,  -tth,  20th,  and 
26th,  dashed  through  the  town  and  formed 
rapidly  on  the  flank  of  the  3d  Dragoon 
Guards,  which  corps,  concealed  by  a  small 
hill,  I  verily  believe  they  did  not  see,  and 
in  front  of  the  ^ih  Dragoons;  themselves 
piesenting  two  fronts.  A  charge  of  the 
3rd  Dragoon  Guards  was  at  this  moment 
ordered  on  the  right,  and  a  simultaneous 
movement  of  the  4th  Dragoons,  directed 
most  judiciously  by  Brigadier-General 
Long  at  the  same  moment  on  the  left, 
where  I  had  requested  him  to  remain,  de- 
cided the  point. — The  enemy  wavered 
before  our  cavalry  reached  them  ;  but  al- 
most in  the  same  instant  they  were  over- 
turned and  apparently  amiihilated.  The 
aftair  took  place  so  near  the  brook  and 
bridge  which  immediately  leads  into  the 
town,  and  which  I  had  forbid  the  cavalry 
to  enter,  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
pursue;  it  is  difficult  therefore  to  decide 
upon  the  enemy's  loss ;  many  severely 
wounded  escaped  through  the  town,  others 
threw  themselves  off  their  horses,  and 
escaped  over  the  brook  and  through  the 
gardens,  but  besides  seventy-eight  pri- 
soners, twenty-nine  lay  dead  on  the  spot, 
many  were  also  observed  lying  dead  on 
the  bridge  and  in  the  first  street ;  and  a 
peasant  reports,  that  from  thirty  t©  fifty 
were  sent  off  wounded  to  their  rear  on 
horses  and  cars.— I  must  not  omit  to  state 
that  a  portion  of  the  Count  de  Penne  Vil- 
Jamur's  Spanish  cavalry  gallantly  support- 
ed the  charge  on  the  left  of  the  3d  Dragoon 
Guards,  as  I  am  informed  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Madden's  brigade  did  on  the  right ; 
but  the  dust  caused  by  the  charge  was  so 
great,  I  was  myself  unable  to  observe  on 
that  flank. — 1  am  positively  assured  from 
the  report  of  the  prisoners,  that  the  enemy 


had  thirteen  regiments  of  cavalry  in  the 
field,  which,  though  not  exceeding  from 
two  hundred  to  three  hundred  men  each, 
gave  them  so  great  a  superiority  over  the 
force  under  my  orders,  composed  of  three 
nations,  many  of  them  as  yet  but  little 
known  to  each  other  in  cavalry  movements., 
that  I  feel  fully  justified  in  not  placing  a 
deep  ravine  and  defile  in  my  rear,  and  at- 
tempting to  defend  the  town,  which  is 
only  defensible  by  infantry,  from  an  at- 
tack on  the  other  side. — I  have  the  pecu- 
liar satisfaction  to  add,  that  the  advantage 
gained  has  been  almost  bloodless  on  our 
part,  although  occasionally  for  a  few  se- 
conds, of  necessity  exposed  to  the  range 
of  ,artillery  and  a  charge  made  against  a 
Corps  Elite  of  the  enemy,  who,  on  the 
other  hand,  visibly  suffered  from  our  artil- 
lery, in  addition  to  those  lost  in  the  charge. 
— I  feel  myself  under  the  highest  obliga- 
tion to  Brigadier-General  Long  for  his  zea- 
lous, well  timed,  and  active  exertions  dur- 
ing the  day,  as  well  as  for  his  assistance  at 
all  times. — To  Brigadier-General  Loy, 
commanding  the  Spanish  cavalry  (the 
Count  de  Penne  "Villamur  being  sick  at 
Villa  Franca,)  and  to  Brigadier-General 
Madden,  commanding  the  Portuguese  divi- 
sion, I  am  highly  indebted  for  their  readi- 
ness in  obeying,  and  promptitude  in  exe- 
cuting my  orders ;  to  the  Honourable  Co- 
lonel De  Grey,  commanding  the  British 
brigade  of  heavy  cavalry,  and  to  Colonel 
Otway,  commanding  the  Portuguese  bri- 
gade, both  under  the  orders  of  Brigadier- 
General  Long ;  to  Colonel  Lord  Edward 
Somerset,  commanding  the  4th  Dragoons; 
to  Colonel  Head,  commanding  the  13th 
Light  Dragoons ;  to  Major  Weston,  com- 
manding the  3d  Dragoon  Guards  (Sir  G. 
Calcraft  being  sick  at  Villa  Franca;)  and 
to  Captain  Lefevre  of  the  Royal  Horse 
Artillery,  my  very  best  thanks  are  due,  as 
well  as  to  every  officer  and  soldier,  for  the 
promptitude  and  steadiness  with  which 
every,  even  retrogade,  movement  was 
performed  in  the  face  of  a  superior  enemy. 
— The  advantage  gained  will  not  only  in 
some  degree  lessen  the  enemy's  superior 
cavalry,  but  will,  I  trust,  still  further  tend 
to  render  him  fearful  and  timid  in  all  his 
movements.— I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
W.  LuMUEY,  MajoT-Generd, 
Marshal  Sir  Wm.  Beresford,  ^c.  i^c. 
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_T0  THE  READERS. 
After  the  next  Week,  which  will  close 
the  present  Volume,  I  shall  publish  only 
ONE  NUMBER  in  the  Week,  and  that 
on  the  SATURDAY,  as  formerly  ;  and,  I 
sl>all  not  publish  any  Dotible  Nwnher  at 
the  end  of  each  Month  as  I  used  to  do ; 
but  merely  one  Number  in  a  week,  and  a 
sheet  with  Tables  and  Index  at  the  end  of 
each  Volume. 

SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Flt3gging   Soldiers. On   Tuesday, 

the  18th  instant.  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
brought  forward,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, his  long-expected  motion  upon  the 
subject  of  military  flogging  in  our  army. 
The  debate,  owing  to  a  long  de- 
bate, (m  the  same  evening,  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  has  been  very  imperfectly  re- 
ported in  the  news-papers.  Indeed,  it 
has  not,  from  what  I  can  learn,  been  made 
Ao  contain  a  tenth  part  of  what  was  said  by 
Sir  Fr.'^ncis.  Nevertheless,  I  shall  insert 
it,  just  as  it  has  appeared  in  the  Courier 
newspaper  ;  for,  defective  as  it  is,  it  con- 
tains matter,  that,  when   known,  must  do 

good. The  instances  cited  by  Sir  Fu.-iN- 

cis  BuRDETT  are  certainly  very  strongr  j 
but  we  may  be  well  assured,  that  he  did 
not  slate  them  without  good  foundation. 
His  authority  was  called  anonymous,  and, 
therefore,  not  to  be  relied  on  ;  but  what 
did  he  say ;  why,  that  he  had  his  informa- 
tion from  gerulemcn  of  character,  who  had 
been  eye-ivitnesses  of  the  facts,  and  whose 
names  he  would  communicate,  if  ike  House 
tvould  go  into  an  inquiry ;  but  that  he  would 
not  communicate  these  names  unless  it 
was  to  be  attended  with  some  advantage 
to  the  army  and  the  public,  seeing  that  the 
communication  might  expose  (in  a  way  that 
need  not  be  named)  those  who  had  the 
merit  of  thus  standing  forward,  if,  in- 
deed, the  Honourable  House  "had  con- 
sented to  go  into  an  inquiry  respecting  the 
flogging  ;  if  it  bad  thought  it  worth*  wjiile 
to  put  Sir  Francis  to  the  proof,  relative  to 
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the  man's  heingfloggedfor  blindness,  for  in- 
stance, then,  he  would  have  been  bound, 
not  only  to  name,  but,  if  possible,  to  pro- 
duce his  witnesses ;  but,  his  naming  them 
could  do  no  good,  unless  an  inquiry  took 
place,  and  of  those  witnesses  the  naming 
of  them  might  have  been  the  ruin.— -— 
There  were  some  of  the  cases,  however, 
which  admitted  of  easy  proof,  wi'Jiout 
implicating  any  body,  and  these  Sir  Fran- 
cis had  only  to  name,  as  he  did.  For  in- 
stance, the  case  of  the  two  men  in  Gibral- 
tar, who  chopped  off  each  a  hand,  in  order  to 
get  out  of  the  service  !  What  a  horrible 
thing !  What  must  the  feelings  of  those 
men  have  been,  before  they  came  to  that 
point?  What  must  have  been  their  disgust, 
their  abhorrence,  their  despair  1  It  was  not 
insanity.  It  was  not  that  feebleness  of 
mind  which  produces  suicide  in  sonisj 
ca.ses,  nor  that  shame  or  want  that  pro- 
duces it  in  other  cases;  there  was  nothing 
eowardly  in  the  act.  Oa  the  contrary,  an 
uncommon  degree  of  courage.  The  act 
manifestly  proceeded  from  a  settled  con- 
viction, that  no  suffering  could  surpass 
what  the  parties  endured;  and  that,  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  that  state  of  exist- 
ence, in  which  they  were,   it  was  worth 

their   while   to    venture   their   lives. 

These  men  are,  it  seem.s,  or  were  (for 
they  may  be  dead  now)  tried,  flogge!ii, 
and  afterwards  kept  constantly  at  son)e 
sort  of  hard  and  degrading  employment, 
with  orders  for  no  soldier  ever  to  speak  to 
them.  They  were  not  dischan:ed,  lest 
others  should  thereby  be  encouraged  tofol- 
loio  their  exa?npls.  Good  God  !  Encouraged 
to  follow  an  example  of  chopping  off 
their  own  hands!  If  these  two  men  had 
obtained  their  dischaige  by  such  lat.'ans,  it 
vvd&  feared  that  others  would  folluvv  thx-ir 
example!  There  could  be  no  good  reason 
for  keeping  them  but  this.  Their  presence 
in  their  regiments  coiild  not  tend  to  f'o  :hc 
service  any  good.  The  commanding  olH- 
cer  would  naturally  vvish  to  get  rid  of  such 
men,  the  very  sight  of  whom  must  have 
been  disagreeable.  They  could  be  of  no 
real  me;  for,  as  to  the  labour  about  a  gar- 
rison, there  are  always  hands  enough  .to  do 
it,  and,  as  to  arttis,  it  was  quite  out  of  the 
3  E 
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question  for  them  to  use  arms  of  any  sort, 
bo  that,  the  object  of  detaining  the  poor 
wretches  in  the  service  must  have  been  to 
convince  others,  that  if  they  did  chop  off 
their  hand?,  they  wntald  not  get  clear  of 
the  aimy  the  sooner  for  that.  This  object 
might  be  thus  answered  for  any  thing  that 
I  know  ;  but,  what  must  be  the  state  of 
that  man,  who  stands  in  need  of  such  an 
example?  What  must  be  the  state  of  the 
man,  who  needs  any  motive,  no  matter 
what,  to  induce  him  to  forbear  from  cut- 
ting off  his  limbs  ?  There  are  none  of  the 
prisoners  in  the  King's-Bench  or  Cold-bath 
fields  or  any  where  else,  except  under  sen- 
tence of  death,  that  would  not  rather  under- 
go any  punishment  that  the  law  can  inflict 
on^hem,  than  cut  off  their  hands.  Yet  these 
soldiers,  in  order  to  get  out  of  the  army, 

cut  off  their  hands! It  is  poisihle,  that 

this  statement  may  have  been  erroneous ; 
but,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Sir  Francis 
received  the  information,  and  that  he  be- 
lieved  it  to  be  true.  At  any  rate,  it  may 
be  easily  verified  ;  and  if  any  thing  be 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  parliament 

it  is  this. The  fact  was  stated  in  all  the 

news-papers  about  two  years  ago,  of  many 
soldiers  having  blinded  t/iemselves  in   order 


rmy.     1  never  heard 
but,  suppose   it 


to  get  free  from  the  ar 

that    fact   contradictec 

was  true  only  to  the  extent  of  half  a  dozen 

men,  what  a  horrid  thing  it  is  to  think  of! 

And   how  loudly  does  such  a  fact  call  for 

sometiiing  to    be    done  ? The    Judge 

Advocate  deprecated  the  practice  of  mak- 
ing the  House  a  sort  of  miUtarj/  Court  of 
Appeal.  It  was  no  appeal  that  was  now 
made  by  any  one  in  the  arm 7,  or  by  any 
pan  of  the  army.  It  was  a  great  question 
of  military  law,  that  law  to  which  the  whole 
of  the  able  male  j^opulalion  of  the  country 
are  now  exposed.  Every  man  in  England, 
able  to  bear  arms,  is,  as  the  law  now 
stands,  liable  to  be  flogged  ;  for,  every 
such  man  is  liable  to  be  compelled  to  take 
up  arms  and  to  submit  to  military  law,  and 
that  law  renders  any  one  subject  10  it  liable 
to  be  flogged.  Nothing  is  more  clear, 
therefore,  than  that,  as  the  law  now  stands, 
every  man  in  England,  capable  of  bearing 

arms,  is  liable  to  be  flogged. Let  me 

ask,  therefore,  what  there  is  in  all  the  mat- 
ters in  which  we  take  an  interest  that  can 
•  concern  us  more  closely  than  this.  Let 
me  ask  what  there  is  that  can  moie  loudly 
demand  the  attention  of  a  nieniber  of  parlia- 
menl,  who  bears  in  mind  the  ends  (or  which 
;he  iiusbeen  placed  in  that  situation.  Talk 
-•/property  and  libertj^t  indeed,  what  are 


they ;  what  do  they  mean  while  th« 
flogging  question  is  undecided  }  Let  any 
man  whb  has  sons  consider,  that  if  they 
are  is  years  of  age,  they  are  liable  to  be 
forced  to  be  Local  Militia  men,  unless 
they  have  ten  pounds  each  to  pay  in  the 
way  offne;  and,  when  Local  Militia  men, 
they  are  liable  to  be  flogged  ;  hence,  it 
follows,  of  course,  that  every  young"  man 
in  England  who  is  18  years  of  age  and 
under  30,  is,  unless  he  has  ten  pounds  in 
his  pocket  ready  to  count  down,  liable  to 
be  flogged. — — And,  will  any  one  tell 
me,  that  this  is  a  matter  that  ought  not 
to  be  discussed  ?  Will  any  one  tell  me, 
that  this  is  a  subject  upon  which  men 
ought  not  to  express  their  sentiments.?  For 
my  part,  1  cannot  see,  why  the  soldiers 
should  cease  to  be  objects  of  the  attention 
of  the  press,  merely  because  they  are  sol- 
diers ;  but,  at  any  rate,  when  all  the  able 
bodied  men  in  the  country  are  liable  to 
become,  any  day  or  hour,  subject  to  mili- 
tary law,  it  surely  becomes  us  to  inquire 
into  the  nature  of  that  law,  and  to  express 
our  sentiments  freely  thereon.  We  talk  a 
great  deal  about  the  Bill  of  Rights  and 
some  other  celebrated  statutes  ;  but,  what 
of  these,  compared  to  the  law  of  which  we 
are  now  speaking.-'  What  of  all  these., 
while  the  law  we  are  now  talking  of  ap- 
plies to  every  man  of  us,  who  is  able  to 
carry  a  musket? 1  shall  be  told,  per- 
haps, that  the  rich  have  nothing  to  appre- 
hend from  it;  that  all  peers,  members  of 
parliament,  and  the  learned  in  the  law, 
physic,  and  divinity,  are  not  liable  to  the 
Militia  law  j  and  that  the  sons  of  private 
gentlemen  can  afford  to  pay  the  tine. 
Very  true;  but,  ought  we,  ought  such  a 
man  as  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  ought  a  real 
representative  of  the  people,  to  like  the 
law  the  better  on  this  account  ?  The  boast 
of  our  laws  has  been,  that  they  operate  on 
all  alike;  and  it  is  quite  surfeiting  to  hear, 
sometimes,  the  endless  eulogiums  On  our 
laws,  when  a  case  ol  any  notoriety  hap- 
pens to  be  decided  in  favour  of  a  poor 
man  when  his  opponent  is  rich.  But 
where  is  the  ground  of  this  boast  in  the 
case  before  us?  The  rich  man  can  pur- 
chase an  exemption  from  the  liability  to 
be  flogged  ;  but  the  man  who  has  not  ten 
pounds  to  count  down  cannot  purchase 
such  exemptien.  Does  it  not,  then,  be- 
come every  man  to  consider  well,  whe- 
ther this  sOit  of  punishment  be  necessary? 
It  is  not  long,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, since  the  very  talk  of  an  army  such. 
AS  we  now  bAve  would  have  frigfitenedl 
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people.  By  degrees  we  have  seen  the 
array,  of  one  sort  and  another,  aut;niented 
to  a  pitch,  that,  at  la'st,  no  inconsiderable 
part  ot'  the  whole  nation  i^  liable  to  the 
military  law  ;  and,  who  can  tell  how 
much  farther  the  augmentation  will  go  ? 
Who  can  tell  what  part  of  us  will  be,  at 
last,  left  unsubjtcted  to  this  law  ?  Does  it 
not,  then,  become  us  to  consider  well  what 
sort  of  law  this  is  ?  If  we  have  no  feeling 
for  the  soldier,  we  may,  at  least,  be  ex- 
pected to  have  some  for  our  sons,  our 
brothers,  and  ourselves.  It  is  never  oil 
(It  once  that  any  great  change  is  made  in 
the  state  of  any  people.  By  degrees 
this  change  in  our  slate  has  come  upon 
us.  By  slow  degrees,  and  by  varying 
its  shape  and  its  manner  of  approach- 
ing us,  the  military  system  has  attained  to 
its  present  extent.  It  has  now  enveloped 
no  small  part  of  the  community;  and 
whither  it  tends  no  man  can  possibly  mis- 
take. It  will,  perhaps,  have  its  course. 
Nothing  tiiat  I  know  of  will  stop  it;  but, 
at   any   rate,   we  ought  to  endeavour  to 

make  it  as  bearable  as  may  be. The 

strongest  thing  against  the  practice  of 
flogging,  is,  the  experience  of  many  of  our 
own  officers,  that  it  is  not  necessary.  A 
comparison  had,  before,  been  drawn  be- 
tween our  service  and  that  of  Napoleon. 
That  was  not  relished  ;  that  was  held  to 
be  seditious;  but  we  can  now  appeal  to 
some  of  our  own  officers,  who,  wherever 
they  have  tried   it,  have  found  a  different 

course   preferable. 1  will   here  quote, 

from  the  report  ot  Mr.  Brougham's  speech 
upon  Mr.  Drakard's  trial,  the  sentiments, 
expressed  upon  this  subject  by  Sir  Robert 
Wilson,  Sir  John  Stewart,  and  General 
Money.       The    first   has    the   folloAving 

words  : •'  "Corporal  punishments ?jeper 

«f  it  y^(  reformed  a  corps,  but  they  have  to- 
"  "  tally  ruined  many  a  man  who  would  lUive 
*'  "  proved,  under  milder  treatment,  a  raeri  • 
*'  "  torious  soldier.  They  break  the  spirit 
"  "  without  amending  the  disposi'on, 
**  "  whilst  the  lash  strips  the  back,  despair 
f  "  writhes  round  the  heart,  and  themisera- 
"  "  ble  culprit  viewing  himself  as  fallen 
**  "  below  the  rank  of  his  feiiow  species, 
*'  "  can  no  longer  attempt  the  recovery  of 
♦'  "  his  station  in  society.  Can  the  brave 
;i  *'  man,  and  he  endowed  with  any  gene- 
*f"  rosity  of  feeling,  forget  the  mortity- 
J^'  **'  ing,  vile  condition  in  which  he  was 
•*  "  exposed  ?  Does  not,  therefore,  the  cat- 
J^  "  o'-nine-tails  defeat  the  chief  object  of 
*•  "  punishment.  Gentlemen  who  justly 
"  "  boast  thfi  most  liberal  education  in  the 


" "  world,  have  familiarised  them'?elves 
"  "  to  a  dc/jrce  of  putiisliment  which  alia- 
"  "  racterizcs  no  other  nation  in  Europe. 
"  "  England  should  not  bi^  the  last  nation 
"  "  to  adopt  humane  improvements.  — 
"  "  France  allows  of  flogging  only  in  her 
"  "  marine.  The  present  age  is  a  rerriark- 
"  "  able  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
"  "  Civilization  is  daily  making  the  most 
"  "  rapid  progress,  and  humanity  is  tri- 
"  "  umphing  hourly  over  the  last  enemies 
"  "  of  mankind.  But  whilst  the  Afriefm 
"  "  excites  the  compassion  of  the  natwm, 
"  "  and  engages  the  attention  of  the  British 
K  "legislature, — the  British  soldier— lhe\r 
"  "  fellow-countryman,  the  gallant,  faith- 
"  "  ful  protector  of  their  liberties,  and 
"  "  champion  of  their  boriour,.^is  daily 
"  "  exposed  to  suffer  under  an  abuse  of  that 
"  "  power,  with  which  ignorance  or  a  bad 

"•'disposition    may    be    armed."" 

Now,  here  is  aot  onl}'  censure  on  the  sys- 
tem of  flogging,  not  only  censure  on  our 
system,  but  praise  of  the  system  of  the 
French.  Here  is  every  thing  said  that  any 
writer  has  been  accused  of  saying;  and, 
I  ask  again,  what  right  Sir  Robert  Wil- 
son had  to  say  it  any  more  than  Mr. 
Drakard  ? Next  comes  Sir  John  Stew- 
art, who  is  now  the  Commander  in  Chief 
in  Sicily.  "He  says,  "  Th^  frequent  in- 
"  "  fliction  of  corporal  punishment  in  our 
"  "  armies  tends  strongly  to  debase  the 
"  "  minds  and  destroy  the  high  spirit  of  the 
"  "  soldiery — it  renders  a  system  of  in- 
"  "  creasing  rigour  necessary— it  deprives 
"  "  discipline  of  the  influence  of  honour,. 
"  "  and  destroj's  the  subordination  of  the 
"  "  heart,  which  can  alone  add  voluntary 
"  "  zeal  to  the  cold  obligations  of  duty/' 
"  He  further  says,  "  The  perpetual  recur- 
"  "  rence  to  the  infliction  of  infamy  on  a 
"  "  soldier  by  the  punishment  oijiogging, 
"  "  is  one  of  the  most  mistaken  modes  for 
"  "  enforcing  discipline  which  can  be  con- 
"■  "  ceived." — And  then,  as  if  there  were 
"  some  fatality  attending  the  discussion  of 
"  thl  question— ^as  if  there  was  something 
"  which  prevented  any  one's  touching  ihtj 
"  subject  without  comparing  the  military 
"  discipline  of  France  with  our  own,  Ge- 
"  neral  Stewart  is  scarcely  entered  on  Ids 
"  argument  before  he  is  in  the  middle  of 
"  this  comparison.  He  says,  "  Jn  the 
"  "  French  army  a  soldier  is  often  shot, 
""b';t\he  rarely  receives  corporal  pu- 
"  "  nishment,  and  in  no  other  service  is  dis" 
"  "  cipline  preserved  on  truer  principles."  " 

^General  Money,  in  the  year   1806, 

published  a  pamphlet,  in  the  form  of  a., 
3  E  2 


154;*] 


POLmCAL  REGISTER.— F/o^^/ng  Soldiers. 


(1544 


Letter  to  the  late  Mr.  Winuham,  where- 
in lie  saj's,  "  "  I  beg  leave,  &ir,  to  submit 
"  "  to  you,  and  to  his  Majesty's  minis- 
"  "  ters,  a  measure,  the  adoption  of  which 
"  "  will,  in  the  opinion  of  every  vdlitary  man 
"  "  I  have  convened  with  on  the  subject,  bid 
"  "  fair  to  put  a  stop  to  desertion.  When 
"  "  a  man  desevls,  and  he  is  taken,  he  is 
"  "  liable  to  be  shot ;  that,  indeed,  is  Sel- 
"  "  dom  inflicted  for  the  first  otfence,  but 
"  "  he  is  punished  in  a  manner  that  is  not 
"  "  only  a  disgrace  to  a  nuiion  that  boasts  of 
•*■  "  its  freedotn  and  its  laimanity,  but  is  an 
*'  "  injury  to  the  recrwiting  our  army,'— it 
*'  "  strikes  such  terror  into  the  peumntry 
"  "  of  the  country.  The  culprit  is  tied 
"  "  up  to  the  haiberts,  in  the  presence 
"  "  of  the  whole  regiment  and  receives 
"  "  six  or  tight  hundred  \A'i\\Qs, — sometimes 
"■  "  a  thousand.  He  faints! — he  recovers, 
"  "  and  faints  again  ! — and  some  expire 
"  "  soon  after  the  punishment!  It  wounds 
"  "  myfdings  whtn  I  reflect  on  the  drend- 
y  "fid  siffferini^s  of  men  I  have  seen,  and 
"  *'  been  obliged  to  see,  thus  cruelly  pu- 
"  "  nished  ; — and  what  oih»r  epithet  can 
"  "  be  used  than  cruel  ?  1  have  told  men 
"  "  that  /  wished  the  sentence  hud  been  death  ; 
"  "  and  tru€  it  is,  that  there  are  men  who 
"  "  have  preferred  death  to  the  disgi'ace  and 
"  "  punis'imeri."" — It  is  quite  impossible 
to  say  any  thuTi^  more  strong  than  this. 
iiiit  it  is  worth  obsi^rving,  that  all  this  had 
no; effect ;  that  the  pr.Tciice  continued,  and 
that,  vvii.h  the  .'■ole  exception  of  Sir  Fkan- 
cis  BuRDETT,  in  tlie  year  1807  aiul  iSOtS, 
no  wie  ever  noticed  it  in  parliament. — '■ — 
The  Duke  of  Gloucestkr  has  now  pnb- 
lickly  derlai'ei:!,  that  his  rey;iriient  is  the 
letter  hr  not  being  flogged ;  that  discipline, 
s6  far  from  beirjg  the  ej^'ect  of  fio^igirig, 
fliay  be'  earned  to  greater  p'ei'fection 
without  it.  V/o  ha^e  this  siatement  now 
under  this  Ro^'jl  Duke's  hand;  and,  with 
this  before  us,  is  there  any  man,  who  will 
pretend,  that  the  practice  oui;lit  not  to 
be  abolished  as  soon  as  possIl)le  .?  Every 
ifiilitary  man,  who  has  writteii  upon 
jj^C  subject  of  flogging,  has  condemned 
;)5.."^i^t  ijnly  as  cruel  in  itself,  but  as  in- 
J»!ti"lous  to  the  service  in  various  ways. 
No  one  has  ever,  that  I  know  of,  ex- 
pressed, in  print,  a  different  opinion. 
And,  what,  then,  could  be  nio.-^e  proper 
than  the  motion  of  Sin  Francis  BunDt'rT 
to  address  the  Prince  Regent  to  use  the 
tpeediest  means  of  putting  an  end  to   the 

practice  ? ^The  Judge  Advocate  «aid, 

that  this  was  on  improper  time  for  the  mo- 
tion, seeitig-that  parliamem  wjw  just  aboi|t 


to  rise ;  but,  what  vras  that  circunistance 
to  the  questions'  The  parliament  would 
have  done  all  that  Sir  Francis  wishe'd 
when  it  had  requested  the  Prince  Rtegent 
to  discountenance  the  practice.  That 
could  be  done  now  as  well  as  in  any  former 
part  of  the  session,  and,  perhaps,  better; 
but,  be  that  as  it  may,  a  thing  ought  not  to 
be  delayed  for  a  3^ear  because  it  has  been 
delayed  six  months.  There  is  no  rtason  in 
that.  In  short,  this  objection  to  the  mo- 
tion on  the  score  of  time,  is  like  the  objec- 
tion to  the  time  for  parliamaitary  refonh: 

any  time  but  the  time  present. It  was 

further  said,  in  answer  to  Sir  Francis,  that 
parliament  had  done  something  this  session 
by  the  new  clause  in  the  mutiny  act.  That 
clause  did  really  nothing  at  all.  It  has 
givei'i  no  new  potoers  to  Courts  martial ;  and 
it  has  not,  in  any  respect,  taken  awayapat' 
tick  of  titcir  power.  They  have  just  the 
same  povver  to  sentence  men  to  be  ilogged 
that  liiey  had  before  ;  the  same  discretion 
as  to  extent  of  lashes  (which  has  no  limit) ; 
the  commanding  officer  has  all  the  powers 
that  he  had  before  its  to  causing  the  sen- 
tence to  be  executed;  the  same  crimes 
remain  punishable  as  before  ;  and,  in 
short,  as  a  law,  as  being  obligatory  upon  any 
,  one,  the  Mutiny  Act  remains  just  what  it 

was  before. Last  year  a  soldier  might 

be  flogged  as  long  as  he  could  bear  flog- 
ging fo<-  being  aijf.ent  from  his  quarters  at 
drum-beating  time  :  and  so  he  may  still. 
i  do  not  say,  that  it  would  be  done  ;  but  I 
say,  that  it  nimj'  be  done  ;  and  I  repeat, 
that  liie  clause  so  much  talked  of  has  made 
no  change  at  all,  none  the  least  in  the  world, 
in  the  laiv.  It  does,  in  fact,  amount  to  a 
mere  hint  to  otncers,  that  thev  would  fw- 
/jrison  rather  i\idX\  flog.  It  may  have  some 
efTect;  and  as  far  as  it  has  an  effect,  it  will 
do  good.  But,  should  the  parliament  stop 
here  .'  Is  it  for  I avj- givers  to  send  forth 
hints  ?  It  is  not  hints  that  they  send  us, 
i'faith,  upon  the  .subject  of  the  Income  Tax 
and  Asse-;S€d  Taxes.  They  do  not  content 
themselves  with  hints  when  they  are  call- 
ing upon  the  people  tomaintain  this  armv. 
And,  why  should  they   have  stopped  at 

hints    in   this  case  ? Slili,   however, 

I  must  allow,  that  there  is  some  merit 
in  the  hint,  though  I  may  ditleir  in  opinion, 
perhaps,  with  Mr.  Sutton,  as  to  whom 
that  merit  belongs  ;  for,  certain  it  is,  that, 
in  spite  of  all  that  Sir  RoBEnT  WitsoN  and 
r>ir  John  Steavakt  and  General  Money 
wrote  and  published  about  the  m"atter;  in 
spite  of  alt  that  they  and  that  eveJ^y  body- 
eke  could  say  about  the  matter,  certain  \i 
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is,  that,  till  this  last  year,  nothing  was  done, 
or  atteajpted  to  be  clone,  or  evea  tallced  of, 
by  the  government.  In  short,  it  was  not 
'till  the  press  seized  hold  of  the  subjert,  that 
any  change  was  even  hiiUed  at.  Sir  Fka.n- 
cis  BuRDETT  had,  indeed,  begun  before. 
HjC  made  his  motion  for  a  return  of  ihe 
courts  martial,  in  the  year  1807,  and  ht; 
3poke  against  the  Loc;;!  Militia  Bill  in  as 
piuch  as  it  exposed  the  young  men  of  the 
country  to  be  floggeii  ;  and  it  is  very  cu- 
rious, that  what  liir.  Sutton  eagerly  took 
occasion  to  slate  as  havjng  been  done  by 
the  Duke  of  York,  namely,  the  causing  of 
returns  to  be  regularly  made  of  all  Jigi- 
m^ntal  c(»urtJ-mar:.ial,  is  the  very  thing 
that  Sir  Fr.Ai^cis  Burdett  proposed  three 
years  ago.  This,  to  be  sure,  will  be  a 
very  excellent  regulation.  It  will  enable 
the  government  to  see,  at  any  time,  in  a 
i;nonjent,  how  the  work  of  punishment 
goes  00.  It  will  answer  many  good  pur- 
poses; and  the  utility  of  it  is  so  manifest, 
that  one  cannot  help  wondering,  that  it 
was  not  adopted  before! Mr,  Perce- 
val seems  to  fciave  said  very  little  to  the 
point  indeed.  His  principal  observation 
was,  that  he  did  not  know  where  the  Ho- 
nourable Biironet  picked  up  his  notions, 
*♦  whether  he  found  them  in  (my  periodical 
\j*  puhlicatiom  that  he  was  in  the  hahu  afread- 
"  ing/'  It  must  be  a  perioiieal  publica- 
tion not  of  this  country,  thiM),  if  he  did  so 
pick  up  his  notions;  for,  if  any  writer  in 
England  were  to  venture  to  ailempt 
to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  he  would 
have  reason  to  remember  it  as  iong  as  he 
lived.  But,  what  signified  it^  where  Sir 
FuANcis  picked  up  his  notions?  What  had 
that  to  do  with  the  matter?  This,  however, 
is  always  the  custom  of  those  who  have 
nothing  to  say  in  the  way  of  argument  or 

/aci,  and  who  must  say  something. Mr. 

YoRKE  was  the  only  person  that  defended 
the  practice  of  flogging.  He  said,  that 
the  English  army  always  had  had  this  prac- 
tice in  it.  Upon  this  same  ground  what 
might  not  be  defended  ?  Why,  there  have 
always  been  robbery  and  murder  i«  Eng- 
land ;  butoughtwe  not  to  endeavour  to  put 
an  end  to  robbery  and  murder  ?  There  has, 
I  dare  say,  always  been  drunkenness  in  the 
English  army,  and  plenty  of  it;  would  you, 
therefore,  say,  that  you  would  not  wish  to 
put  an  end  to  drunkenness  ?  This  is  a  prin- 
ciple pf  reasoning  that  isat  war  with  all  im- 
provement, with  truth,  wisdom,  and  vir- 
tue.  —But,  I  cann^  refrain  from  observ- 

V  ing,  that  this  doctrine  of  unchangeable  cus- 
t\  toma  is  not  held  so  firmly  on  ilic  other  side ; 
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but,  on  the  contrary,  when  we  complain 
of  any  of  t!ie.  iicn'  and  extraordinary 
changes  that  have  been  adopted  of  late 
years,  we  are  told  of  the  chw-^c  of  circum- 
stances ;  we  are  told  of  the  times ;  that 
tiie  limfs  demand  a  departure  from  an- 
cient usagts  ;  and,  in  siiort,  that  we  live 
in  limes  without  |)r»icedcnf,  and  theri  fore, 
ought  not  to  expect  precedent  for  the  acts 

of  our  novernnicnt. After  all,  howevej, 

it  is  vi^-y  clear  to  me,  that  a  change  will 
take  place  as  to  this  pra<;tice  of  flogging  ; 
and  the  cause  is,  that  so  largea  part  <)f  the 
nation  is  now  become  liable  to  that  .pu- 
nishment. Wlien  there  were  only  20  or 
30  thousand  men  so  liable,  people  thought 
less  of  it;  but,- now  they  think  very  seri- 
ously of  it ;  there  is  an  universal  senti- 
ment rising  against  it ;  another  year  will,  I 
am  satisfied,  see  it  put  an  end  to;  and, this 
will  not  be  the  fjrst  instance  in  wiuch  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  has  took  the  lead  in 
bringing  forward  that  which  all  men  have 
finally  agreeed  in  regarding  as  greatly 
beneficial  to  the  country  :  may  as  certain 
success  await  his  endeavours  to  procure  u.s 
■i. 2)arUa7nentary  reform! 

■   Battle  of  Albuera. We  have  now 

the  French  account  of  this  battle. The 

Duke  of  Dalmatia  says  he  took  SIX  ENG- 
Lk.H  COLOURS,  that  is  to  say,  the  co- 
lours of  three  regiments;  the  3rd,  4Sth, 
and  Odth.  Mr.  Perceval  predicted  that 
the  enemy  would  boast  of  having  token 
TWO  of  pur  colours  ;  and,  he  was  right, 
as  far  as  lie  ivent.  That  the  enemy  has 
these  six  standards  there  can  be  no  doubt ; 
for  the  Duke  would  not  dare,  Duke  as  be 
is,  to  say  so,  if  he  had  them  not  to  produce 

at  Paris. Ha  states  the  English  part  of 

his  opponents  at  10,000  infantry,  asid 
a,0(iO  cavalry.  This  is  only  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  number  that  1  gave  them 
(See  page  lilS);  but,  the  fault  was  not 
mine.  I  could  not  know  that  the  several 
battalions  were  so  much  reduced  since  the 
month  of  February  last,  when  the  strength 
of  them  was  laid  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. This  I  know,  that/)«j/  for  20,818 
men,  horse  and  foot,  was  voted  fur  the 
Corps  of  English  and  Germans  in  the  Battle 
of  Albuera;  and,  if  Scult  be  right  in  his 
estimate,  our  army  estimates  differ  very 
widely  from  the  real  strength  of  the  several 

Co.>"ps. —His  own    force  Soult  states  at 

18,000,  and  ours  at  30,000,  which  is,  per- 
haps, nearer  the  truth  than  any  thing  that 
has  yet  been  published  ;  for  Marshal  Be- 
resford  docs  not  preiend  to  speak  of  Soult '^ 


I547j  POLITICAL  REGISTER. 

force  as  of  a  certainty. The  number  of 

the  prisoners,  which  (he  French  have  car- 
ried off  ■^xq  stated  at  800  English  and  1 100 
Spaniards.  It  will  be  observed  that  Mar- 
shal Beresford  could  not  get  at  any  account 
of  the  Spaniards  taken  prisoners  !  These 
enemies  of  ours  are  a  malicious  race  of 
men;  but,  in  nothing  so  malicious  as  in 
their  accounts   of    our   victories.. The 


battle  appears  from  the  best  accounts  to 
have  been  a  most  bloody  one,  If  it  be  a 
victory,  it  certainly  is  one  of  the  dearest 
ever  bought ;  and,  1  cannot  help  think- 
ing, that  there  is  great  danger  of  approach- 
ing battles  sliil  more  bloody;  for  this  de- 
feated French  army  seems  to  he  preparing 

for    a    new    attack. 1  said,   in    page 

1418,  that  I  suspected  the  French  to  have 
carried  off"  some  of  the  Spaniards ;  and  this 
now  appears  to  hav^  been  the  case.  In- 
deed, when  1  saw,  that  Marshal  Beres- 
ford could  not  teJl  what  was  the  amount 
of  the  Spanish  loss,  I  could  not  doubt 
of  its  being  very  serious;  for,  his  want 
of  alvility  to  get  at  their  returns  must  have 
arisen _  from    th?    broken  and    dispersed 

state   in    which   they  were. What   is 

passed,  however,  cann<t  be  helped.  Let 
us  look  forivard,  nn.i  set   v  hat  \ve  have   to 

expect  in  Uie  i'it'jrr.-^ 1  have  beenvery 

much  surprized  at  the  statement  of  Ntmibers 
'  on  the  p  ,rt  of  the  French  commanders  ; 
because,  the  numbers  they  give  us  do  not 
seem  to  correspond  with* any  thing  that 
we  have  been  told  at  home,  or  that  we  have 

a  right  to  expect. We  paid  last  year 

30,000  PoiUi^uese  Troops,  and  we  had 
there  .-^O.OOO  British  t/'oops,  agreeably  to  a 
convention  between  ihe  two  nations.  This 
year  our  Honourable  House,  encouraged 
by  the  i_»riiliant  victories  of  the  last  cam- 
paign,' have  voted  60,000  Portuguese 
xroops,  and,  I  should  suppose,  that  we 
must  have  sent  out  30»000  English  troops 
since  last  August.  The  P.iriugiiese  tror;ps 
are,  of  course,  to  be  kept  up  complete,  s^- 
t her*  is  full  pay  for  the  00,000;  and,  J 
will  not  suppose  that  any  very  great  num- 
ber of  our  troops  have"  been  lost,  seeing 
tliat  we  have  i>ad  hardly  any  prisoners 
taken  from  us,  a  very  f«vv "thousands  killed, 
very  few  lost  by  deaths;  seeing  that,  in  the 
language  of  the  Morning  Pos;,  our  army 
has  akoays  been,  in  "  the  fi/g/iest  heallh  and 
"  spirits,''  and,  as  to  desertion,  there  can 
hardly  have  been  any  from  otir  ranks, 
while  we  have  been  "informed  that  the 
French  have  had  deserters  from  ihem  by 
whole  battalions  at  a  time.  From  these  facts, 
facts  a  thousand  times  asserted  in  all  our 
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venal  prints,  I  venture  to  conclude,  that 
we  have  1 10,000  men  in  Portugal  and  on 
its  confines;  while,  if  I  am  to  beliwe  the 
same  prints,  the  French  cannot  have  half 

the  Number. But,  we  have  here  a  new 

statement  in  the  Courier  news-paper  ;  to 
which  statement  we  must  now  pay  parti- 
cular attention,  seeing  that  it  is  said  to 
come  from  "  THE  MOST  AUTHENTIC 

"  SOURCES." This  statement  we  shall 

have  to  refer  to  many  a  time  belrveen  this 
and  Christmas ;  and,  I  take  this  earliest 
opportunity  to  apprize  the  author  of  it, 
that  I  shall,  let  what  will  happen,  always 

hold  him  to  this. "  It  is  believed  that 

"  there  will  be  another  battle  in  Portugal. 
"  The  French  are  putting  in  motion  a  con- 
"  siderable  part  of  their  disposable  force, 
"  which  they  are  about  to  concentrate, 
"  with  a  view  of  again  taking  a  position 
"  upon,  and  endeavouring  to  maintain, 
"  the  line  of  the  Tagus.— — — With  this  de-- 
"sign  General  Marmont  began  to  move 
"  from  Salamanca  towards  Avila,  on  the 
"  26th  and  27th  ult.  whither  he  intended 
"  to  transfer  his  head -quarters,  while  a  part 
"  of  his  army  was  to  be  cantoned  at  Tala- 
"  vera  de  la  Keyne.  Drouet,  with  5,000 
"  men,  also  took  the  same  direction  on  the 
''  Idth.  These  movements,  and  theinten- 
"  tions  which  they  indicate,  -have  not 
"escaped  the  vigilance  and  sagacity  of 
"  Lord  Wellington.  He  will  not  fail 
"  closely  to  observe  them,  though  he 
"may  not  proceed  to  open  and  direct 
"  resistance,  until  after  the  fall  of  Badajoz 
"  and  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  The  latter 
'•  place  it  does  not  appear  to  be  the  inten- 
"  tion  of  the  enemy  to  maintain  ;  for  they 
"  have  already  destreyed  the  redoubts  on 
"  the  heights  of  San  Francisco,  and  mined 
"  tnost  of  the  principal  defences.  Bada- 
"  joz  was  not  expected  to  surrender  on 
"  the  4th  of  June,  as  mentioned  in  the 
"  Isst  Lisbon  Papers,  but  it  could  not  well 
"  hold  out  beyond  the  10th.  When  we 
"  know  the  obstinacy  of  Buonaparte's 
"  character,  and  with  what  tenacity  he 
"  adheres  to  projects  once  formed,  it-^ 
"  will  not  excite  surprize,  that  he  should-  ' 
"  make  another  attempt  to  retrieve  his 
"  afl'airs  in  the  Peninsula,  and  again  to 
"  establish  his  forces  in  the  positions  which 
"  they  formerly  occupied.  This,  how- 
"  ever,  he  can  have  no  hope  of  accom'- 
"  plishing  without  a  fresh  attack  and  a 
"  complete  defeat  of  the  Allied  Army.  It 
"  would  appear  from  the  movements  of 
•'  the  enemy,  which  we  have  already 
"noticed,  that  they  do  meditate  this  de- 


1549]  JUNE  22.  1811 

"  sign,  nnd  that  in  order  Ui  accmplish  it, 
'*  they  will  immediately  cnllect  and  con - 
"  ce»trale  all  their  disposd>ie  force  in  the 
"Peninsula.  We  may  *hfrefore  look  to 
"  an  engagement  be'. ween  the  French  and 
"  Allied  forces  upon  a  far  larger  scale 
•♦  than  has  yet  taken  place.  We  subjoin 
"  an  accurate  account  of  the  forces  n  .rch 
"  the  contending;  parties  can  respectively 
"  bring  into  the  field  : — 

FRENCH    FORCE.  Men. 

■"  Marmont's 25,000 

-T"  Sou  it's... 10,000 

//Victor's ]0,000 

<VSebastiani's 7;0(;0 

Iv  From  Madrid  2,000 

"  Convalescents,  &c.  &c 5,000 

"  Total  disposable  ......  5D.000 

ALLIED    FORCE, 

«  Lord  Wellington's  British  35,000 

"  Gen.  Graham's  do.  from  Cadiz     7,000 
"  Portuguese  20,000 

"  Disposable   under    Lord    Wel- 

"  lington 62,000 

To  which  may  be  added  the 
Spaniards: 

^'  Under  General  Blake 9,000 

"  General  Castanos 7,000 

"  Genera!  Ballasteros 4,000 

"  General  Freyze 11,000 

31,000 
"  British  and  Portuguese 62,000 

"  Grand  total  of  the  Allies  ...  93,000 
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"  It  is  even  supposed  that  sooner  than  not 
"make  a  grand  effort  to  recover  their  as- 
"  cendency  in  the  Peninsula,  it  is  the  de- 
"  sign  of  Buonaparte  to  evacuate  all  the 
"  fortresses,  and  abandon  every  secondary 
"  object  in  order  to  bring  the  whole  of  the 
*'  French  force  to  bear  at  once.  But 
"  even  in  this  supposition  we  feel  no  alarm 
"v_^our  confidence  of  final  success  would 
"remain  unalyated.  The  Allies,  acting 
''Jn  the  same  manner,  would  still  retain 
"a  numerical  superiority  of  20,000  men  ; 
"  the  number  of  the  French  being  in  that 
"  Oase  121,(X)0,  and  those  of  the  Allies 
"  141,000.  We  have  only  to  repeat,  that 
"'this  estimate  of  the  amount  of  the  re- 
"  spective  foi'ces  of  the  contending  Powers, 
"  'ii4&riv<dfrom  the  viost  nuthentic  sources." — 
What,  reader,  where  is  Marshal  Bei^ssford  ? 


Will)  Lord  Talavera,  perhaps.  ^Vhatl 
and  have  we,  then,  \mt  4-2,000  E'>vlish 
troops  in  all,  in  Sr.ai  >  i-id  P  riii'  a!,  and 
only  35,000  under  Lord  Tu  dveia  ?  Only 
20,000  Portuguese  out  of  ihe'iOOOO  that 
our  Honour^ible   House    has,  '        ihs  ago, 

voted  a  year's  pay  for? R  auer,  bear 

in  iinnd,  that  a  ytar  ago.  we  ha«i  3o,00() 
English  troops  in  P  >nu^al.  Yes,  a  year 
ago!  At)d,  how  many  thousand-  have  gone 
thither  since  I  will  leave  you  to  gjess ;  but, 
this  I  know,  that,  from  one  quarter  or 
another,  iroopshave  been  going  to  Lisbon 
for  the  last  nine  months,  from  every  part 
of  this  kinjrdom  and  from  some  of  our  co- 
lonies. What,  then,  are  become  of  them  ? 
Well,  but  our  t'ortnij^iiess !  Our  30,000, 
that  we  h^d  last  vear,  are  sunk  down  to 
20,6oO,   and    not  a  word  about  the  other 

30,000   to  be   added  this  year! If  this 

really  be  the  state  of  the  armies,  there  is 
very  little  difficulty  in  foreseeing  the  re- 
sult, unless  we  can  get  more  troops  out  in 
a  very  short  space  of  time.  Here  are 
59,000  French  against  49,000  Englisli, 
the  former  having  a  superiori't/  of  cavalry  ; 
for,  as  to  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguese,  I 
do  not  reckon  them  at  all.  They  are  no- 
thing to  be  relied  on.  They  may  be  both 
faithful  and  brave;  but,  somehow  or  other, 

we  do  not  find  them  effective. 1  see  no 

prospect  of  a  termination  to  this  Portu- 
guese war.  Thirty  or  forty  thousand 
fresh  troops  from  France  would  give  our 
transports  another  summer's  work  ;  and 
\.o  ■what  end?  We  shall  be  but  where  we 
now  are.  Unless  we  can  muster  a  force 
sufficient  to  attack  the  French,  and  to  fol- 
loio  up  our  attacks,  until  we  see  them 
fairly  out  of  Spain  ;  unless  we  are  able  to 
pursue  a  plan  of  this  sort,  we  shall  do 
worse  than  nothing:  we  shall  exhaust 
ourselves  without  injuring  our  enemy  and 
without  preventing  tlie  final  subjugation  of 
the  countries,  which  we  have  undertaken 
to  defend. 

W"^.  COBBETT. 
State  Prison,  Newgate,  Friday, 
June  21,  1811. 


FLOGGING  SOLDIERS. 

Debate  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  Tuesdc^ 
the  1  S^AJ  of  June,  1 « 1 1 . 

Sir  F.  BuiiDETT  rose  to  make  the  Motion 
of  which  he  had  given  notice,  respecting 
corporal  punishments  in  the  army.  He 
said,  the  subject  had  for  several  years 
weigked  and  pressed  apon  his  mind,  ani 
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he  at  length  determined  to  bring  it  foiivard 
lo  the  House;  but  having,  from  time  to 
lime,  heard  from  several  gentlemen,  high 
lu  the  army,  that  Government  had  an  in- 
tention to  abolish  it,  he  had  been  induced 
to  withhold  from  making  any  Motion, 
wishing  rather  that  the  measure  should 
voluntarily  flow  IVom  thein,  than  that  it 
should  be  adopted  from  the  interference  of 
that  House.  It  had  been  said,  at  the  time 
of  passing  the  Mutiny  Act,  that  a  clause 
would  be  introduced,  which  wouUl  have 
the  effect  of  abolishing  this  scandalous 
punishment  by  degrees  :  but  having  found 
vuni  the  claus  e  in  the  Local  Militia  Act, 
thai  was  not  the  case,  he  thought  it  was 
his  duty  not  to  lose  a  moment  in  coming 
down  to  the  House,  to  give  a  notice  on 
the  subject;  and  he  had  only  brought  for- 
ward the  case  of  Taylor  as  an  instance  of 
what  was  necessary  to  be  done.  Finding, 
however,  that  the  case  of  a  Local  IMilitia- 
mua  did  not  perhaps  sufficiently  apply  to 
the  case  of  the  general  adoption  of  this 
punishment  in  the  main  body  of  the  army, 
he  had  given  up  that  case,  and  thought  it 
best  to  proceed  on  the  motion  which  he 
should  have  the  honour,  before  he  sat 
down,  to  submit  to  the  House.  There 
were  other  reasons  which  urged  him  much 
to  come  forward  with  it.  The  press  had 
been  treated  with  uncommon  severity  on 
account  of- mentioning  the  disgraceful  pu- 
nishment of  flogging  our  soldiers.  Very 
severe  sentences  had  been  passed  on  two 
public  writers  for  having  said  that  these 
degrading'  punishments  in  our  army  had 

Sir  M.  Wood  spoke  to  orderj  and  was 
proceeding  to  comment  on  the  speech  of 
bir  Francis  Burdett 

I\Ir.  Brougham  spoke  to  order,  and 
said,  if  the  Honourable  Baronet  who  spoke 
last  was  allowed  to  proceed  in  that  way, 
he  should  move  that  the  debate  be  ad- 
journed. 

The  Speaker  said.  Sir  M.  Wood  had 
nta  shewn  any  thing  to  prove  the  Hon. 
Baronet  whom  he  had  interrupted,  was 
out  of  order:  he  must  do  that,  and  not 
comment  on  the  Honourable  Baronet's 
speech. 

Sir  M.  Wood  then  moved  that  the 
gallery  be  cleared. 

[The  Gallery  was  then  ordered  to  be 
cleared  ;  but  wiien  most  of  the  strangers 
had  withdrawn,  i4^  consecjuence  of  the 
motion  Slot  licw.^  persisted  in,  they  were 
rp-admittejl.] 

I'tEiujicj^  B,^,B|Dft'5T  (oiji  oyr  re-adiflis-j 
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sion  into  the  Gallery)  was  speaking  on  the 
motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice.  In 
the  view  that  he  took  of  this  subject  he 
was  sanctioned  by  the  opinions  of  many 
general  ofliccis,  and  persons  who  had  emi- 
nently distniguished  themselves  in  the 
service  of  their  country.  Many  of  those 
officers  nut  only  agreed  with  him  in 
theory,  but  had  proved  in  practice,  and  in 
the  discipline  of  their  corps,  that  the  sys- 
tem of  flogging  is  not  essential  to  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  English  army,  and  that  it 
was  as  unnecessary  as  it  was  cruel  and  dis- 
graceful. Among  the  many  bright  exam- 
ples of  officers  that  knew  how  to  maintain 
proper  discipline  in  their  regiments  with- 
out flogging,  he  thought  it  would  be  in- 
justice not  to  mention  the  illustrious  name 
of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Glouces- 
ter, who  for  the  last  three  years  had  kept 
his  regiment  in  a  high  state  of  discipline 
without  having  recourse  to  flogging:  and 
it  appeared  to  him  that  his  conduct  in  this 
respect  did  equal  credit  to  his  abilities  as 
an  officer,  as  it  did  to  the  amiable  qualities 
of  his  heart.  He  was  sorry  to  be  obliged 
to  stale  another  most  remarkable  instance 
of  the  inefficacy  of  pursuing  an  opposite 
line  of  conduct.  He  must  say  that  the 
l5th  regiment  of  dragoons  was  a  regiment 
long  distinguished  for  its  efficiency  in  the 
field,  and  for  its  peaceable,  modest,  and 
proper  demeanour  in  every  respect,  before 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land got  the  command  of  it.  Until  that 
time,  punishments  of  this  nature  had  sel- 
dom  been  known  in  it;  and  it  was  a  me- 
lancholy thing  to  state,  that  more  cruel 
punishments  took  place  within  a  very  lew 
months  after  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  was 
appointed  to  the  command,  than  had  taken 
place  in  that  regiment  ever  since  the  pe- 
riod of  the  seven  years'  war,  down  to  the 
time  in  which  he  had  got  the  command  of 
it.  'I  he  excellent  pamphlet  of  Sir  Robert 
Wilson  upon  this  subject,  was,  a«  he  sup- 
posed, in  the  hands  of  every  Member; 
and  theiefore  he  should  content  himself 
with  stating,  generally,  that  that  gallant 
and  distinguished  officer  most  decidedly  re-  . 
probated  the  system  of  flogging.  He 
understood,  also,  that  the  present  Com- 
mander-in-Chief wished,  as  far  as  was  in  ; 
his  power,  to  get  rid  of  this  ignominious..^ 
and  cruel  mode  of  punishment ;  and  he 
must  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  that  ho 
understood  that  in  the  management  of  his' 
own  regiment  a  very  mild  system  of  dis- 
cipline had  always  been  pursued.  H© 
thought  it  wotdd  be  also  doiiJg  inj.uM'iCje  t^ 
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the  known  humanity  and  benevolent  na- 
ture of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Re- 
S,eat,  not  to  suppose  that  he  also  felt  alive 
10  the  sufferings  of  our  brave  soldiers,  and 
that  he  also  would  be  very  anxious  to  free 
them  from  the  degrading  and  cruel  punish- 
ments to  which  they  are  now  exposed. 
He  therefore  by  no  means  thought  the  im- 
probability of  succeeding  in  this  object 
was  as  great  as  it  appeared  to  many  men. 
He  would  mention,  also,  a  militia  regiment 
which  had  been  commanded  by  Lord  Eus- 
ton,  now  Duke  of  Grafton.     This  regiment 
had  long  been  considered  as  a  pattern  re- 
giment,  and  many   other  officers  endea- 
voured in  vain,  by  the  severity  of  punish- 
ments, to  make  their  regiments  equal  to 
it ;  and  yet  Lord  Euston  brought  his  regi- 
ment to  this  perfection  without  having  re- 
course to  flogging.     The  instrument  called 
a  cat-o'  nine  '.ails  was  not  known  by  the 
drummers  of  that  regiment.     When  per- 
sons of  such  rank  and  acknowledged  merit 
as  he  had  meniioned,  had  proved  by  prac- 
tice that  the  best  discipline  can  be  kept  up 
in  the  army  without  flogging,  he  conceived 
himself  entitled  to  state,  that  it  would  be 
well  for  the  British  army,  in  every  point 
of  view,  if  the  example  and   authority  of 
such  men  were  generally  followed.     In 
the  cases  that  he  should  think  it  necessary 
to  state  to  the  House,  he  derived  his  infor- 
mation from   persons  who  were  in  situa- 
tions that  gave  them  the  means  of  know- 
ing,  and  of  whose  veracity   he  had  no 
doubt.     He  did   not  think    it  proper   to 
name  his  authorities  in  the  first  instance, 
although  many  of  them  had  given  him 
permission  so  to  do.     He  considered  that 
naming  them  now,  might  possibly  do  in- 
jury to  those  individuals  without  being  of 
any  public  advantage ;  but  if  the  House 
had  granted  an  enquiry,  he  would  certain- 
ly have  brought  them  forward  as  witnesses 
to   prove   the  statements  he  should  now 
make.     He  had  been  informed  by  a  sur- 
geon of  a  regiment,  that  a  man  under  his 
care  who  had  a  defect  in  his  sight,  had 
literally  been    flogged  for  being    blind, 
(murmurs  from  the  Ministerial  benches.) 
The  case  was  this :  the  surgeon  who  gave 
him  the  information  was  a  young  man  at 
the  time,  but  this  soldier  had  been  under 
his  care,  and  had  even  undergone  many 
painful  operations  for  the  defect  of  sight, 
which   he    was  convinced    was  natural. 
This  case,  with  many  others,  was  referred 
to  a  senior  surgeon,  who  was  a  hasty  and 
careless  man.     His  report,  was,  that  there 
was  nothing  the  matter  with  his  sight,  that 


it  was  all  a  pretence  to  avoid  duty,  and 
that  he  was  (to  use  a  term  he  did  not  un- 
derstand) a  malingerer  (maligner.)     The 
young  Surgeon    finding    his  professional 
judgment   thus    impeached,   appealed   to 
the  judgment  of  another  surgeon  of  etili 
greater  practice,  who  coincided  with  him 
that  the  defect  of  sight  was  real.     Never- 
theless the  man  was  brought  to  a  trial  by 
Court-martial  for  being  a  malingerer,  and 
the  man  was  actually  condemned,  and  did 
receive    a   hundred     lashes.     When    the 
surgeon    of  superior   standing  afterwards 
told  the  officers  that  the  man  really  had  a 
natural  defect  in  his  sight,  the  answer  of 
one  of  them  was — '  Well!  what  signifies 
a  hundred  lashes  to  a  man  of  his  descrip- 
tion ?'  This  case   he   would   be   ready  to 
prove  if    an  enquiry  should   take  place. 
Another  instance  he  had  to  state  of  seve- 
rity of  punishment  was,  that  at  GibraUar> 
two  men  had  been  so  harrassed  and  dis- 
gusted with  the  service,  that  to  get  rid  of 
it  they  chopped  off,  each  of  them,  one  of 
their  hands.     Instead  of  gaining  their  ob- 
ject, and  getting  rid  of  the  service,  they 
first  received  a  severe  punishment  for  this 
otFenc3;  and   after  they  had  so  received 
their  punishments,  they  were  condemned 
to  eke  out  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in 
servile  employments,  and  no  soldier  was 
allowed  to  speak  to  them.     He  must,  how- 
ever ask,  upon  this  case,  what  must  have 
been  the  disgusts  which  those  men  had  re- 
ceived,   to   induce  them  even  to  cut  their 
own  hands  oif,   and  how   harassing  must 
that  service  have  been,  which  they  would 
take  such  methods  of  endeavouring  to  free 
themselves  from  ?  There  w^as  another  case 
of  a  soldier  of  70  years  of  age,  and  who 
had  served  for  upwards  of  50  years  with 
great  credit  and   an  excelleijt  character. 
He  unfortunately  got  a  little  in  liquor,  and 
I  was  sentenced  to  be  flogged.     In  vain  he 
stated  his  length  of  service,  his  never  hav- 
ing been  before  sentenced  to  any  ignomi- 
nious punishment,  his  wounds,  and  his  age* 
The  answer  to  him  was,  that  his  age  and 
his  length  of  service  should   have  made 
him  know  better;    and   he   was  flogged. 
The   Very  same  day,   another  soldier,  a 
young  lad  of  16,  was  condemned  for  some 
impropriety  of  conduct.     He  pleaded  hi» 
youth  and  inexperience  :   but  he  was  an- 
swered, that  on  that  very  account  he  must 
be  made  to  learn  his  duty;  so  that  youth 
or  age,  inexperience  or  long  and  faithful 
services,  were  urged  equally  to  no  purpose, 
as  a  mitigation  of  the  severity  of  punish- 
ment.   When  he  was   confined   ia   the 
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diers  could  stand  before  a  court-maYtJal  fo-5 
determine  what  rewards,  what  honours,  of- 
what  increase  of  pay  they  were  entitled  to 
for  gallant  services,   the  army  would  get 
on  much  better.      At  present,  the  system 
pursued  wi\s  degrading  to  the  whole  army,' 
to  the  officers  who  ordered  and  witnessed 
the  punishment,  as  well  as  to  those  who 
were  condemned  to  endure  it.     The  Gen- 
tlemen in  this  country  are  thus  exposed  to 
witness  what  no  other  Gentlemen  in  Eu- 
rope  are   obliged  to  see.       These  severe 
punishments  were  not  inflicted  for  serious' 
offences  only,   but  on   the  most   trifling- 
matters   of  regulation   in   the    regiment.y 
There  was   nothing  so   trivial   either   in 
dress  or   equipment  for  which  a  soldier 
might  not  be  flogged.     When  the  number 
of  desertions  which  took  place  every  year 
was    considered,    and    ihe    punishments 
which  might  be  inflicted  for  such  deser- 
tions, he  calculated   that  five  millions  of 
lashes  might  be  annually  inflicted  on  this 
account,   for    he    must   always   calculate 
every  lash  given  with  a  cat-o'-nine  tails  as 
nine  lashes.  We  often  heard  of  how  many 
strokes  a  minute  was  given  by  a  steam- 
engine,  but  the  flogging  system  would  far 
exceed,  in  this  respect,  any  powers  of  the 
steam-engine.      It  was  the  opinion  of  al«^' 
most  everv  experienced   officer,  that  no-" 
regiment,  or  no  soldier,  was  ever  correct- 
ed  by  those  military  punishments.      The 
men   who  suffered  the  punishments  were, 
in  a  manner,  driven  from  their  rank  in  ex- 
istence, and   afterv\ards   appeared    heart- 
broken, and  ashamed   to   look  their  com-  - 
rades  in  the  face.      The  House  had  latelyr^i 
expressed  its  sympathy  for  the  sud'eringgM 
of  West  India  slaves,  but  there   was  no-»? 
thing  in  the  West  Indies  which  could  be 
at   all    compared,   for   cruelty,    with   the 
manner  in  whi"th  the  English  soldiers  were  : 
flogged.      How  painful  it  must  be  to  theiffs 
feelings  when  they   marched  against;  an>'| 
enemy  whom  they   knew  was  never  flog-»rf 
ged,  to  think    of  their    own    discoloured.'j:' 
shoulders,  and  dishonoured  carcases  ?    lv£. 
was  melancholy  for  them  to  recolit.ct,  that'.! 
if  their  bodies  should  be  found  upon  the'* 
field    of    honour,    although    iheir    breasts 
jiiight  be   pierced  with   glorious  wounds, 
their  backs  would  exhibit  the  cruel  marksa^ 
of  disgrace.      It  was  no  honour  for  any"' 
man   to  command    persons   liable    to    be 
flogged,  as  it  was  no  honour  to  command 
galley-slaves.      The    Hon.   Baronet  heratu 
read  a  long  letter  from  Sir  Robert  Wilson.isit 
wherein  he  stated  "  that  he  had  the  mor-i<;( 
tification  to  Iwar  a  Htjssiati  Minister  tell?! 
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Tower,  he  was  unfortunately  an  eye-wit- 
ness  of  the  severity  of  the   punishments 
that  were  inflicted  on  very  old  men  for 
trivial  offences.     One  of  those   whom  he 
saw  flogged  had   been  thirty  years  in  the 
army,  and   had   received   no  fewer  than 
seventeen  wounds  in  the   service  of  his 
country.     It  was,  indeed,  a  most  painful 
sight  to  see  an  old  man,  whose  breast  was 
scarred  with  honourable  wounds,   having 
his  back  lacsrated  with  ignominious  stripes 
for  some  petty  oflf'ence.     He  saw  another 
old  soldier  flogged,  who  had  been  twenty. 
seven  years  in  the  service.     As  to  the  seve- 
rity  and  cruelty  of,  the  punishments  he 
could  not  have  had  an  idea  of  it  if  he  had 
not  been   an  eye-witness.     Great  as  the 
corporeal  suffering  must  be  in   such  cases, 
be  thought  the  shame  and  disgrace  of  it 
was  still  worse.     There  were  but  few  per- 
sons who  knew  what  a  severe  instrument  of 
torture  the  cat-o'-nine  tails  was.  Every  lash 
inflicted  by  itwas,  more  properly  speaking, 
nine  lashes.  Thcsewerepiecesofwhipcord, 
not  such  as  Gentlemen  used  to  their  horse- 
wWps,  but  each  of  them  as  thick  as  a  quill, 
and   knotted.      This   dreadful  engine  of 
torture   was    frequently   applied    by   the 
strength  of  fresh  men  relieving  each  other 
until  human  nature  could  bear  no   more 
suffering;    and  then,  if  pains  were  taken 
to   recover   the  Tjnhappy    sufferer,   it  was 
only   to     enable   him    to    undergo    fresh 
agony  and  farther  pain.      What  appeared 
to  him  to  be  the  most  disgusting  thing  in 
the  whole  transaction  was  the  attendance 
of  the  surgeon,  whose  business  appeared 
principally  to  detect  any  lingering  prin- 
ciple of  life  whicli  could  enable  the  man 
to  undergo  more  torture  ;  and  his  art  and 
knowledge,  with  an  almost  impious  profa- 
nation of  the  healing  art,  wa;  exercised 
principally  for  the  purpose  of  renewing 
the  faculty   to  bear  fresh  tortures.      He 
really  did  iiv/t  believe  that  in  the  descrip- 
tion the  poets  gave  of  hell,  there  were  any 
tortures  equal  to  what  is  called  a  military 
punishment.      He  believed  the  principal 
part  of  the  complaints  of  the  soldiers,  and 
of  the  reasons  for  which  thev  were  flogged, 
was,  that  they  were  often  dissatisfied  with 
the  manner  in  which  their  pay,  and  what 
was  called  "  necessaries"  were  furnished. 
(The  Hon.  Baronet  here  read  an  extract 
from  a  work  of  Major  James,   in  support 
of  his  opinion,  that  such  was  the  general 
cause  of  discontents  in  the  army,  and  mi- 
litary    punishments.)        He     had     often 
thought,  that  if  instead  of  nothing  but  pu- 
nishment for  ofiencet  however  slight^  sol- 
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the Emperor,  that  nothing  was  finer  than 
to  see  an  English  reg'ment  on  parade,  but 
that  nothing  w^s  aiove  disgusting  than  to 
see  their  c<>mp  in  the  nrorning,  and  wit- 
ness the  cruel  and  inlluman  punishments 
that  were  constantly  inllicted  there." 
Drakard  had,  in  fact,  very  much  libelled 
the  Russian  nation,  when  he  stated  that 
they  had  copied  the  barbarity  of  our  mi- 
litary punishments.  British  officers,  how- 
ever, found  that  they  could  discipline  the 
people  of  other  countries  without  resort- 
ing to  the  cat-o'nine  tails.  'J'he  Portu- 
guese were  allowed  to  have  arrived  at 
great  proficiency  in  discipline,  but  they 
were  never  flogged  as  our  soldiers  are. 
The  great  Frederick  of  Prussia  once  go- 
verned his  army,  in  a  great  measure,  by 
the  stick  of  the  Corporal :  he,  however, 
soon  found  the  error  of  his  system  from 
the  number  of  desertions,  and  latterly 
adopted  a  very  mild  system.  In  this  coun- 
try the  system  of  cruelty  and  torture  had 
been  introduced,  principally  with  the 
view  of  Germanizing  our  soldiers;  but  the 
German  soldiers  in  our  pay  were  quite  as- 
tonished at  this  mode  of  discipline,  as  no- 
thing like  it  has  been  practised  in  Ger- 
many during  their  recollection.  If  British 
officers  can  make  good  soldiers  of  Ger- 
mans, Portuguese,  and  every  other  nation 
without  flogging,  what  a  scandal  it  is  to 
this  country  to  say  that  it  is  necessary 
with  the  English  alone?  In  the  army  of 
our  eneniy,  it  must  always  be -recollected, 
that  there  were  rewards  as  well  as  punish- 
ments, and  Parliamentar}"^  influence  was 
not  necessary  to  obtain  promotion.  As  to 
the  cruelty  with  which  English  soldiers 
were  treated,  he  insisted  that  it  was  greater 
than  the  common  feeling  of  mankind 
could  bear  to  witness,  if  exercised  on  a 
beast.  If  any  man  was  to  use  a  horse,  or 
any  other  animal  with  such  cruelty  in  a 
public  place,  his  brains  would  probably 
be  knocked  out  by  the  people.  After  a 
variety  of  other  observations  on  the  cruelty 
and  inefticacy  of  the  system  of  flogging, 
he  concluded  by  stating,  that,  considering 
the  advanced  period  of  the  Session,  and 
the  impossibility  of  now  going  into  the 
enquiry,  he  thought  it  the  best  way  to 
move  for  an  Address  to  the  Prince  Regent, 
which  he  did  to  the  following  effect: — 
*'  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
hunjbly  praying,  that  his  Royal  High- 
ness would  be  graciously  pleased  to  take 
into  his  consideration  the  practice  of  flog- 
ging soldiers,  and  that  be  would  issue  such 


Flogging  Soldiers.  [I55S 

orders  to  the  Commanders  of  regiments, 
as  should  be  calculated  to  restrain,  and  fi-» 
nally  to  abolish  that  cruel,  unnecessary, 
and  ignominious  mode  of  punishment." 

Mk.  Brougham  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Manners  Shtton  did  not  think  hft 
was  called  upon  to  follow  the  Hon.  Baronet 
through  the  variety  of  statements  which 
he  had  made  in  support  of  his  motion. 
There  was  one  observation,  however,  which 
pervaded  the  whole  of  the  Hon.  Baronet's 
speech,  in  which  he  (Mr.  S.)  most  cor- 
dially concurred;  and  that  was,  that  the 
question  was  of  the  utmost  moment,  as  it 
involved  the  vital  interests  of  the  army. 
The  House  he  trusted  would  go  along 
with  him  in  that  sentiment,  and  when 
they  were  engaged  in  a  discussion  affect- 
ing so  important  a  L  ranch  of  the  state, 
would  look  with  impatience  for  some  pe- 
culiar circumstances  to  warrant  the  motion 
being  made  at  this  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion. No  such  peculiar  circumstances  had 
been  stated,  but  the  Hon.  Baronet  had  in- 
sisted upon  the  expediency  and  necessity, 
in  the  first  place  the  Hon.  Baronet  ought 
to  hav«  shewn  to  the  House,  that  there 
were  facts  which  would  induce  strong 
suspicion  that  military  punishments  were 
greatly  abused.  Had  he  done  so  ?  Had 
he  shewn  that  to  be  the  case?  He  certain- 
ly had  not.  if  his  object  was  then,  by 
the  statement  which  he  had  made,  simply 
to  get  rid  of  corporal  punishments,  that 
object  could  be  attained  by  what  the  Le-tr 
gislature  had  done  already.  By  the 
clause  introduced  in  the  last  Mutiny  Act, 
Parliament  had  recommended  aiid  enacted. 
That  in  all  cases  where  corporeal  punish- 
ment could  be  dispensed  with,  without 
danger  to  the  Army,  the  practice  of  flog- 
ging should  be  abolished.  Let  the  House 
compare  what  had  been  done  then  with 
what  was  now  asked,  and  see  if  any  ne- 
cessity or  expediency  could  arise  for  the 
motion.  When  such  was  the  disposition 
of  Parliament,  aided  by  the  general  inten- 
tion of  those  who  superintended  the  con- 
cerns of  the  army,  was  it  not  too  much  to 
bear  hard  upon,  and  to  treat  with  a  degree 
of  levity,  as  it  seemed,  the  Officers  com- 
posmg  Courts  Mariial  ?  (Hear!  hear,) 
Would  the  Honourable  Baronet  say  that 
these  Officers  would  be  adverse  to  inflict- 
ing the  punishment  of  imprisonment  for 
crimes,  when  they  considered  such  impri- 
sonment an  adequate  substitute  for  flog* 
ging  ?  Unless  the  Honourable  Baronet 
meant  to  doubt  they  would,  snd  to  cast  a. 
suspicion  upon  the  inclination  of  the  Offi- 
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cers  composing  Courts  Martial,  his  views 
were  met  by  the  Legislature.  He  coulU 
not  avoid  lamenting  that  the  Honourable 
Baronet  should  be  induced,  in  his  descrip- 
tion, to  over-rate  and  draw  an  exagger- 
9,ted  picture  of  the  proceedings  of  Courts- 
Martial.  Did  he  mean  to  say,  that  fair 
trials  had  been  had  ?  Itwas  utterly  impos- 
sible he  should  so  contend.  In  many  in- 
stances he  (Mr.  S.)  could  state,  from  his 
official  knowledge,  that  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  Legislature  had  been  resorted 
te  the  moment  the  law  allowed.  Even 
before  the  Mutiny  Act  authorising  it  was 
printed,  applications  had  been  made  upon 
the  subject  from  certain  Courts  Martial  to 
kaow  whether  they  might  safely  imprison, 
instead  of  inflict  corporeal  punishment; 
and  the  answer  that  was  returned  was  in 
the  affirmative.  In  his  opinion  it  was  not 
g,dvis^ble  wholly  to  dispose  of  corporeal 
punishment,  unless  it  should  appear  that 
imprisonment  was  a  safe  substitute ;  and 
at  the  same  time  he  was  prepared  to 
^drait  that  if  the  Honourable  Baronet  had 
or  could  shew  any  circumstances  of  ag- 
gravated cruelty,  they  ought  certainly  to 
be  inquired  into,  but  he  had  not  brought 
forward  any  serious  case.  He  had  con- 
tented himself  with  appealing  to  the  feel- 
ings rather  than  to  the  justice  of  the 
House.  Spme  of  his  etatements  (though 
the  House  could  not  expect  him  to  be 
able  to  answer  all  in  the  shape  they  ap- 
peared) were  grounded  upon  misinforma- 
tion. For  instance,  the  Hon.  Baronet 
some  days  ago  had  mentioned  the  case  of 
a  local  militia-man  accompanied  with  a 
description  calculated  to  arouse  the  feel- 
ings. This  night,  however,  the  Hon.  Ba- 
ronet had  abstained  from  all  mention  of 
it,  no  doubt  from  the  knowledge  that  he 
had  bee;i  imposed  upon.  Indeed  from  in- 
quiry he  (Mr.  S.)  had  reason  to  believe 
(not  having  heard  the  statement)  that  the 
Hon.  Baronet  was  misinformed.  The  fact 
was,  that  when  the  local-mililiamen  were 
assembled,  many  recruits  were  collected 
some  days  before  at  the  head-quarters; 
reports  had  reached  the  Colonel's  ears, 
that  the  bread  was  not  so  good  as  it  ought 
to  have  bejen.  The  Colonel  consequently 
wishing  to  remove  the  cause  for  complaint, 
sent  for  the  contractor,  and  gave  him 
strict  injunctions  to  be  careful  respecting 
the  bread.  In  the  course  of  that  night  in 
which  the  complaint  was  made,  numbers 
of  the  corps  arrived  not  in  a  state  of  sober- 
nessj^and  the  complaint  was  again  renew- 
e^^    The  Officers  of  the  corps  desired  that 
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the  bread  should  be  brought,  which  was 
done,  and  they  tasted  it ;  and  the  result 
was,  that  they  decided  it  was  good.  Still 
murmurs  went  on  partiallj^  and  these  men 
who  arrived  in  the  night,  heated  with 
liquor,  joined  in  the  complaint ;  the  bread 
was  kicked  about  the  streets  whole  as  it 
was,  untouched  and  untasted,  of  coursp 
they  could  not  have  the  knowledge  whe- 
ther the  complaints  of  their  comrades  wap 
well  or  ill  founded.  In  this  state  of  things 
samples  were  sent  to  the  Inspector  Ge- 
neral of  the  district;  he  decided  that  thip 
bread  was  good.  This,  however,  did  not 
satisfy  the  men ;  they  placarded  the  town 
with  bills,  complaining  tiiat  sour  bread  was 
served  out  to  them,  ai>d  they  abused  and 
hissed  their  Officers,  until  at  length,  from 
their  riotous  conduct,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  notice  them  in  a  serious  manner; 
some  were  apprehended,  and  among  them 
this  man  who  had  written  the  song.  He 
was  brought  to  trial,  and  upon  the  clearest 
evidence  convicted  of  being  the  ring-leader 
in  the  riots;  for  this  he  was  sentenced  to 
receive  corporeal  punishment,  which  was 
inflicted.  (Hear !)  The  House  would  be 
glad  to  hear,  in  coatradiction  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  Hon.  Baronet,  of  the  hardship 
of  this  man's  case,  that  after  the  punish- 
ment, he  was  the  loudest  in  admitting 
the  expediency  of  it,  and  in  extolling  the 
lenity  which  he  had  experienced.  Mr. 
S.  read  a  letter  from  the  Surgeon  of  the 
Regiment  .to  which  the  man  belonged, 
which  stated  that  he  was  present  tvhen  two 
of  the  man's  comrades  called  upon  him  to 
remonstrate  upon  the  little  courage  he 
had  shewn  in  allowing  what  had  beien 
done.  "  The  man  desired  them  to  be  si- 
lent, said,  what  had  happened  was  right, 
for  without  discipline  he  was  convinced 
the  regiment  could  not  exist,  that  his  sen- 
tence was  just  and  lenient,  and  that  the 
execution  of  it  was  mcst  merciful."  (Hear, 
hear!)  This  statement,  Mr.  S.  conceived 
was  most  important  to  go  forth,  as  it  served 
as  an  explanation  of  tht;  Honourable  Ba- 
ronet's statement,  and  shewed  that  great 
severities  and  cruelties  were  not  ii"rflicted. 
The  Honourable  Baronet  had  mentumed 
cause  of  horror  which  appeared  to  him  to 
be  aggravated  in  the  detail.  Regular 
Courts  Martial  did  not  particularly  come 
under  his  (Mr  S.)  consideration,  but  with 
respect  to  General  Courts  Martial,  an  order 
was  issued  by  the  present  Commander  in 
Chief,  directing  all  Generals  of  Districts 
to  make  a  return  to  the  Office,  of  Courts 
Martial^  the  nature  of  the  cases,  the  pu- 


'ilien 


_..i-»>uj0NE  22,  l^n.^Ftagging  SoMiersM^'^- 


[1503 


inishrtient  inflicted,  an«I  tlie  character  of  tbe 
men  convicted ;  which  return  is  made  every 
«ix  months.  He  mentioned  this  in  answer 
to  the  o'baerTatioiis,  and  to  shew  that  the 
Board  were  not  indifferent  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  Courts  Martial.  With  respect  to 
the  desertions  in  Ireland,  the  Hon.  Baro- 
net was  wrong  when  he  stated  the  number 
at  879.  That  number  related  to  the  of- 
fences, because  many  individuals  could 
commit  the  offence  several  times  before 
they  were  apprehended.  Some  parts  of 
the  Hon.  Baronet*s  speech  had  excited 
his  surprize,  for  he  was  sure  that  the  British 
soldier  was  not  an  object  of  opprobrium  or 
'of  compassion  ;  nay,  indeed,  his  conduct 
'evidently  shewed  he  did  not  feel  himself 
"that  he  was.  There  were  persons  who 
■pretended  to  give  accurate  informations 
respecting  the  transactions  in  the  army, 
and  it  was  to  be  lamented,  that  any  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament  should  be  prevailed  on 
to  take  up  any  supposed  cause  for  com- 
plaint, without  having  investigated  whe- 
ther any  real  grounds  existed  for  it. 
(Hear,  hear!)  The  frequency  of  bringing 
military  matters  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, was  a  source  of  much  mischief,  es- 
pecially in  ordinary  cases.  It  became  the 
Hon.  Baronet,  and  others  who  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  bringing  such  cases  for- 
ward, for  the  future  to  examine  deeply 
into  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  them.  If  they 
did  not,  they  would  undertake  tasks  which 
could  not  be  satisfactory  to  themselves, 
nor  to  the  army.  (Cries  of  Hear,  hear, 
hear  !)  So  far  was  he  from  thinking  that 
the  state  of  discipline  was  the  consequence 
of  corporeal  punishment,  that  he  believed 
it  arose  more  from  the  skill  of  the  Officers 
and  the  good  harmony  and  understanding 
which  prevailed  between  the  men  and 
their  superiors.  This  produced  a  mass  of 
regulation,  which  served  as  an  impetus  in 
the  hour  of  danger  to  the  accomplishment 
of  all  those  splendid  victories  and  glorious 
achievmenis,  which  not  only  had  been  the 
themes  of  Brilish  praise,  but  the  admiration 
of  the  world.  (Hear,  hear  !)  It  was  not 
to  the  physical  strength  of  our  army  prin- 
cipally, or  that  the  other  nations  were 
peopled  with  cowards,  that  we  owed  our 
success  (far  be  it  from  him  to  say  that),  it 
was  to  the  discretion,  the  management, 
and  the  controul  of  the  army  ;  the  attach- 
ment of  the  men  to  their  officers,  which 
existed  most  prosperously  for  this  country 
more  than  in  any  other  nation,  that  Eng- 
land was  at  this  moment  triumphantly  vic- 
torious.    The  object  of  the  motion  might 


be  to  cotrect  errors,'  but  it  would  lie  feared, 
produce  evil  consequeiices.  Was  it  theh 
too  much  to  ask  the  House  not  to  aceede 
to  it  ?  Besides  the  Hon.  Baronet  had  not, 
supposing  it  were  carried,  proposed  any 
thing  in  lieu  of  corporeal  punishment.  Did 
he  mean  to  propose  shouting  ?  He  (Mr.  S.) 
apprehended  not.  All  that  could  be  rea- 
sonably done  in  the  way  of  law  had  beeh 
already  done;  and  it  would  be  prudent  to 
see  what  effect  was  produced  before 
any  thing  further  was  attempted.  For 
these  considerations  he  should  oppose  the 
Motion. 

Mb.  Brougham  regretted  that  the  ac- 
tual statement  of  that  motion  seemed  to 
have  totally  escaped  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, whose  speech  was  much  more  like  a 
prepared  anticipation  of  a  speech  expected, 
than  an  answer  to  one  made.  The  cases 
which  his  hon-  friend  had  adduced  had 
beeh  objected  to,  but  he  would  not  trouble 
himself  about  those  cases.  He  was  satis- 
fied with  shewing  from  the  principle  oT 
reason  and  law,  that  the  system  of  flog- 
ging was  unwise.  This  was  the  object  of 
the  motion,  and  nothing  relating  to  any 
particular  case  :  he  was  only  anxious  to 
bring  the  House  to  a  pledge  that  it  would 
proceed  on  the  subject  next  session'. 
The  Judge  Advocate  had  spoken  of  his 
amendments,  and  the  effects  he  expected 
from  them.  But  what  was  the  change? 
The  mutiny  act  had,  since  the  Revolution, 
allowed  of  a  latitude  of  punishment  for 
higher  offences,  and  a  court  martial  might 
sentence  to  imprisonment  or  floggin>. 
By  the  22nd  section  of  the  Act,  a  court- 
martial  could  go  to  any  extent  of  punish- 
ment that  did  not  injure  life  or  limb. 
There  was  of  course  no  change  in  the 
law:  or  if  the  hon.  membersaid  there  was 
any  change,  he  said  what  was  not  la^. 
The  law  allowed  latitude  of  corporeal  pu- 
nishment, and  imprisonment  was  such. 
If  it  was  still  to  be  insisted  that  there  was 
a  change,  it  must  reduce  itself  to  a  hint 
to  courts-martial,  that  they  might  look  ra- 
ther more  to  imprisonment  than  they  had 
(lone.  But  all  this  was  feeble.  Flogsinff 
tor  mutiny,  &c.  v.ould  continue  to  the 
amount  of  eight  or  ten  hundred  lashes,  and 
the  change  produced  bj'^  the  amendment 
would  be  nothing.  VVhy  was  not  the 
amendment  introduced  into  the  first  sec- 
tion, and  made  adequate  to  supersede  capi- 
ta! punishment,  as  the  only  thing  that 
rouid  be  superseded  by  the  amendiiient  ? 
The  courts  martial  having  abeady  had 
po'wer  of  ilTTprisoiimeot  for   inferior  pf- 
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fences,  would  find  their  powers  neither 
increased  or  diminished  by  this  alteration. 
Taylor's  case  was  of  small   interest  cora- 

f(ared  with  the  general  question.  He  had 
ately  expressed  himself  strongly  in  ab- 
horrence of  the  flogging  of  negroes,  a 
race  less  connected  with  us  than  the  ob- 
jects of  the  motion,  and  the  House  wert 
loud  in  their  detestation  of  the  cruelty. 
Why  not,  when  it  came  nearer  home,  and 
among  a  gallant  and  manly  race  of  beings  ? 
The  spectacle  of  a  military  flogging  was 
one  of  the  most  horrid  ;  and  that,  not  on 
the  testimony  of  persons  of  peaceful  habits, 
but  on  the  authority  of  officers  edu- 
cated in  the  view  of  them.  Bui  those 
were  the  very  men  who  talked  of  them  in 
the  most  powerful  language.  The  repre- 
sentations of  those  officers  would  have  been 
answered,  if  they  were  capable  of  being 
answered,  but  they  were  not.  They  had 
given  their  names  in  the  face  of  the  whole 
army.  If  any  thing  could  have  been  sai.l 
4here  were  venal  pens  enough  to  vindicate 
the  cruelty.  That  the  punishment  was 
ignominious,  was  on  the  testimony  of 
officers  of  no  common  distinction  :  Gene- 
ral Stewart,  Sir  Robert  Wilson,  and  Ge- 
neral Cockburne.  Flogging  turned  the 
indignation  at  the  crime,  against  the  pu- 
nisher.  Why  was  not  torture  a  regular  pu- 
nishment ?  Except  a  dictum  an«J  a  soli 
tory  passage  in  the  Bill  of  Rights,  there 
was  nothing  about  the  abolition  of  torture, 
because  it  never  was  the  law  of  England. 
On  the  trial  of  Fenlon  for  the  murder  of 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  there  was  an 
attempt  at  examining  by  torture,  but  the 
Judges  declared  that  it  could  not  be  ad- 
ministered by  the  law  of  England.  That 
law  prohibited  any  unusual  or  cruel  pu- 
nishHient.  The  punishment  was  not  merely 
obnoxious  as  not  reclaiming  the  culprit, 
but  as  an  oflfence  to  public  decency.  His 
hon.  friend  had  been  called  on  to  point  out 
a  substitute  for  flogging.  The  law  had 
done  it  already  by  pointing  out  imprison- 
ment. There  were  other  modes  of  making 
discipline  secure,  such  as  deprivation  of 
pay  and  restraint  of  food.  Bat  now  we 
took  the  wretched  victim  down  from  the 
triangles,  an  object  for  the  dissecting 
room  or  for  the  hospital,  to  be  hung  up 
again,  and  receive  another  such  punish- 
ment. The  Duke  of  Gloucesier  thanked 
his  Lieutenant-Colonel  for  not  having  had 
a  single  flogging  in  his  regiment  for  two 
years  and  a  half.  (Hear.)  Was  there  any 
decay  of  discipline  on  that  account  ?  Tlie 
practice  was  Yuiilous  lo  the  soldier.     He 
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lost  his  spirit,  feeling  and  character.     The 
motion  should  have  his  support. 

Lord  Palmeuston  argued  against  the 
motion.  His  Right  Hon.  Friend  had  been 
misrepresented.  He  had  never  said  that 
the  House  of  Commons  had  implied  their 
censure  on  the  practice  of  flogging,  by 
acceding  to  the  introduction  of  the  new 
clause  in  the  Mutiny  Bill.  What  he  had 
said  was,  that  they  gave  Courts  Martial 
the  alternative  between  that  and  other 
punishments.  The  cases  adduced  by  tl^sp 
Honourable  Baronet  were,  wi'.h  one  ex> 
ceptioti,  anonymous.  But  if  the  House 
were  to  judge  of  the  cases  which  ihe  Ilqi- 
nourable  Baronet  had  named,  the  House 
must  be  satisfied,  of  the  failariouTs  grounds 
on  which  the  Hon.  Baronet  had  proceeded. 
Imprisonment  was  not  equivalent  to  floggj- 
ing.  There  were  many  cases  of  military 
delinquency  for  which  no  punishment  but 
corporeal  punishment  was  suitable.  I« 
disturbances,  for  instance,  which  tended 
to  mutiny,  it  was  necessary  that  the  pu- 
nishment of  the  offenders  should  be  imme- 
diate in  its  operation,  and  impressive  in  its  » 
effect.  As  to  the  punishment  of  death, 
he  did  believe  that  many  of  those  who 
were  brought  to  the  halberts  would  be 
much  obliged  to  the  Honourable  Baronet, 
if  they  were  told  that  at  his  particular  in- 
tercession they  might  be  shot.  The  Hon. 
Baronet  had  thought  fit  to  load  the  mili- 
tary service  of  his  on  11  country  with  op- 
probrium, and  to  chavacterise  it  as  the 
worst  in  Europe,  and  one  into  which  fo- 
reigners were  deterred  fioui  entering.  The 
House  had  been  too  busiiy  employed  iu 
acknowledging  the  achievements  of  the 
British  army,  to  render  it  necessary  to  say 
any  thing  on  the  subject,  although  .cer- 
tainly the  assertion  wi'h  respect  to  fo- 
reigners came  with  a  bad  grace  from  one 
who  had  formerly  so  strongly  reprobated 
the  introduction  of  foreigners  into  our  mi- 
litary service.  After  stating  the  minute 
attention  paid  by  the  Commander  in  Cliief 
to  the  proceedings  and  sentences  of  Regi- 
mental Courts  Martial,  i'ur  the  purjjose  of 
preventing  any  unnecessary  severity  in 
the  treatment  of  the  soldiers,  the  Noble 
Lord  concluded  by  expressing  his  dissent 
fiom  the  motion,  as  uiuiecess^y  Jitvc^.^i^- 
jurious.  .,,,;    •'- 

Mr.  Whitbuead  recalled  to  the  minds 
of  tlie  House  the  time  when  punishments 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Commanding  Of- 
ficer of  a  regiment,  and  without  auy  Court 
Martial,  were  defended  as  necessary  toth« 
discipline  of  the  army.     Yet  those  capri- 
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cious  punishments  hail  been  discontinued 
with  the  most  beneficial  effects.  So  would 
it  be  with  the  punishment  of  flogging. 
About  17  years  since  he  had  remonstrated 
against  the  practice  of  bringing  ou'  men 
to  receive  the  second  part  of  their  punish- 
ment. II«  was  happy  to  find,  that,  if  he 
understood  the  Judge  Advocate,  that  Hon. 
and  Learned  Gentleman  admitted  that  it 
was  illegal.  Discussion  on  such  subjects  he 
considered  as  alvvays  productive  of  advan- 
tage :  and  he  instanced  the  case  of  Jef- 
feries  the  seaman  as  a  proof  of  his  asser- 
tion. The  manner  also  in  which  the  Judge 
Advocate  had  explained  the  introduction 
of  the  word  "imprisonment"  into  the 
Mutiny  Bill  at  the  present  year,  was  an 
additional  proof  of  the  advantage  of  dis- 
cussions, and  he  was  persuaded  that  it 
would  shew  Courts  Martial  the  way  in 
which  they  ought  to  consider  the  subject. 
After  reprobating  in  very  severe  terms 
the  practice  of  flogging,  he  proceeded  to 
admit  that  those  parts  of  the  Hon.  Baro- 
net's speech  which  related  to  hospitals, 
stoppages,  &c.  were  extraneous  and  un- 
founded. As  to  pay,  clothing,  quarters, 
attention  to  health,  &c.  he  was  persuaded 
that  no  army  was  so  well  off'asthe  British. 
The  general  system  was  good,  and  he  sin- 
cerely believed  that  the  situation  of  the 
British  soldier  was  as  good  with  respect 
to  comfort,  and  wi;h  the  exception  of  this 
one  black  spot,  better  with  respect  to  ho- 
nour than  that  of  any  other  soldier  in  the 
world.  Though  the  address  might  not  be 
carried,  he  was  persuaded  that  the  effect 
of  the  discussion  would  be,  that  in  a  year 
or  two  the  practice  of  flogging  in  the 
army  would  be  generally  acknowledged 
to  be  wholly  unnecessary. 

Mr.  YoKKE  observed,  that  the  question 
veas  whether  they  should  abolish  altogether 
a  method  of  punishment  which  had  existed 
since  Great  Britain  had  an  army,  by  the 
tummary  mode  of  an  address  to  the  Report 
proposed  at  a  late  period  of  the  Session  in 
a  thin  House,  and  founded  on  no  estab- 
lished fact  of  enisling  abuse.  H^-  defied 
Gentlemen  to  instance  an  army  at  any  pe- 
riod, and  in  any  country,  but  the  disci- 
pline of  which  corporeal  punishment  was 
not  found  indispeiisible.  It  was  so  found 
in  Greece  and  Rome.  In  the  »imes  of  the 
greatest  Roman  freedom  the  Consul  was 
accompanied  by  the  Lictors,  with  their 
i^sces,  in  order  to  inflict  sunnnarv  and  se- 
vere "coiporal  punishment  on  offenders, 
and  he  was  persuaded  that  the  discipline 
■either  of  au  army  nor  of  a  navy  could  be 
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maintained  without  a  rffereiice  to  ibose 
ancient  modes  of  punishment.  In  con- 
clusion, he  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
they  might  go  farther  and  fare  worse ;  as 
other  changes  in  the  system  which  had 
been  proposed,  might  lead  to  consequences 
of  which  Gentlemen  had  formed  no  idea, 
but  which  might  be  found  mischievous  in 
the  extreme. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  contended,  that  the  same 
arguments  which  were  now  used  in  favour 
of  the  present  system,  might  in  former 
times  have  been  urged  to  prove  the  neces- 
sity of  the  torture.  Similar  reasons  might 
be  given  in  opposition  to  any  other  plan 
of  reform  that  might  be  proposed.  The 
present  mode  of  punishment  would,  h6w- 
ever,  it  was  his  opinion,  be  ultimately  ex- 
ploded, and  sotnething  had  already  been 
done  towards  effecting  so  desirable  an 
object,  by  the  discussions  which  had  taken 
place,  and  the  consideration  which  had  ia 
consequence  been  bestowed  on  the  subject. 
He  was  confident  that  in  very  few  years, 
military  flogging  would  be  one  of  those 
things  which  would  not  only  be  no  longer 
resorted  to,  but  people  would  hold  up  their 
hands  and  wonder  that  it  had  been  tole- 
rated so  long. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  ExcHEauER 
did  not  think  that  even  those  who  were 
most  for  changing  the  system,  on  consider- 
ing the  nature  of  their  own  arguments, 
and  the  terms  of  the  motion,  would  give 
it  their  approbation.  It  had  been  said 
by  the  last  Speaker,  that  the  motion  only 
went  to  recommend  it  to  his  Royal  High- 
ness gradually  to  effect  an  aileration  in  the 
punishment  inflicted  in  the  army.  If  this 
were  really  the  sole  object  of  the  motion, 
would  it  have  been  worded  as  it  was  ? 
Would  it  have  been  deliberately  drawn 
up  so  as  to  cast  a  stigma  on  the  present 
system,  and  also  to  cast  a  stigma  on  the 
Parliament  for  having  permitted  it  to  coji- 
tinue  so  long.  The  resolution  called  upoa 
the  Prince  Regent  to  restrain,  and  finally 
to  abolish  the  present  mode  of  puuishment, 
which  it  pronounced  to  be  cruel,  ignomi- 
nious, and  unnecessary.  Was  it  lor  that 
House  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  that 
punishment  was  unnecessary,  which  was 
said  to  be  cruel  and  ignominious,  and  then 
merely  vote  an  Address  to  the  Prince  Rer 
gent,  praying  that  it  might  be  gradually 
abolished.  If  they  came  to  the  ResoIutioi> 
proposed,  I  hey  ought  not  go  much  farther, 
lie  (the  Chancellor  cf  the  Exchequer)  was 
not  disposed  to  admit,  that  such  a  motion 
ought  at  apy  time  to  be  brought  forward. 
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but  if  ever  there  was  a  period  on  every 
account  more  improper  than  any  other  at 
tvhich  sach  a  one  could  be  made,  that  pe- 
riod was  the  present.  He  was  certain  no 
man  could  expect  that  it  would  be  carried. 
If,  as  lia<!  been  said,  all  that  was  good  was 
to  result  from  discussion,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed that  the  Hon.  Baronet  had  very  in- 
geniously fixed  on  the  best  time  for  bring- 
ing it  forward,  as  in  the  present  instance 
nothing  could  be  expected  to  follow  dis- 
cussion. As  every  thing  was  going  on  as 
well  as  could  be  wished,  this  was  thought 
the  most  proper  time  for  bringing  the  sub- 
ject forward.  Because  it  was  unnecessary. 
This  was  the  period  at  which  it  was  sup- 
posed to  be  most  proper.  The  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman  then  proceeded  to  shew  that 
there  were  grounds  for  instituting  an  in- 
quiry. An  inquiry,  though  he  did  not 
believe  was  desired  by  the  Honourable 
Baronet,  he  (Sir  F.  Burdett),  had  received 
information  which  he  (the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer),  did  not  doubt  the  Ho- 
nourable Baronet  thought  such,  that  he 
might  rely  on  it  with  perfect  confidence. 
—The  Hon.  Baronet  might  believe  it, 
but  would  the  House  believe  it  on  his 
statement?  This  they  could  not  do,  as  the 
House  had  it  before  them,  that  the  Hon. 
Baronet  had  been  in  the  habit  of  picking 
up  stories,  which  when  names  were  giveh, 
were  traced  to  their  source,  and  proved 
to  be  perfectly  unfounded.  Ought  they 
then  to  believe  those  assertions?  Ought 
they  to  have  any  weight  with  the  country 
because  they  went  forth  uncontradicted 
and  "  uncontradictable,"  as  the  case  stated 
was  anonymous?  There  might  be  some 
errors  in  the  system,  but  they  had  the  ad- 
mission of  an  Hon.  Gentleman  opposite, 
that  there  never  was  a  system  in  which 
the  ease  and  comfort  of  the  soldier  were 
so  much  consulted.  Gentlemen  talked  of 
the  advantages  of  the  French  service. 
How  could  the  House  listen  to  it  ?  What 
grood  could  be  expected  from  an  attempt 
to  prove,  that  of  all  services  that  of  the 
English  was  the  worst  ?  What  advantage 
could  result  from  representing  the  English 
soldiers  as  being  those  who  were  most  de- 
graded, not  only  degraded  among  them- 
selves, but  so  degraded  as  to  be  pointed  at 
by  their  fellow-subjects  with  the  finger  of 
scorn.  (Hear!  hear!)  If  the  Hon.  BaJO- 
net  were  onfy  supported  by  those  who 
believed  such  a  sentiment  general,  he  (^the 


Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  thought  he 
would  not  have  even  a  teller  to  his  motion. 
He  knew  not  whence  the  Honourable 
Baronet  drew  his  notions  of  the  dis- 
grace of  the  ss)ldiers  in  the  British  .service. 
He  could  not  tell  Whether  the  information 
on  which  they  were  founded  was  drawn 
from  the  pciodica)  publications  he  might 
rcad^  or  from  any  society  with  which  he 
might  be  in  the  habit  of  meeting,  but  this 
was  the  first  time  for  a  number  of  j^ears 
that  he  had  heard  the  army  spoken  of  in 
such  terms.  With  respect  to  the  division, 
he  could  feel  no  apprehension,  but  he 
thought  if  Gentlemen  looked  at  the  ques- 
tion fairly,  those  who  were  in  favour  of  a 
change  would  hesitate  before  they  gave 
the  present  motion  their  support. 

Mr.  C.  Adams  was  against  the  motion, 
and  he  hoped  the  Hon.  Baronet  would  not 
press  it  to  a  division. 

Mr.  Whitbread,  in  explanation,  said, 
in  answer  to  what  had  been  advanced  in 
the  course  of  the  debate,  that  he  did  not 
think  the  flogging  received  by  seamen  at 
the  gangway  equally  disgraceful  with 
those  frequently  inflicted  on  soldiers. 
There  was,  however,  one  mode  of  punish- 
ment in  the  navy,  flogging  round  the  fleet, 
which  he  thought  equally  disgraceful. 

Sir  F.  Burdett,  in  reply,  denied  that 
the  arguments  of  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  .at  all 
either  shaken  his  conviction  of  the  neces- 
sity of  his  motion,  or  his  resolution  to  at- 
tempt to  execute  it.  Rational  discipline 
stood  on  one  hand,  and  correction  by  the 
cat-o*-nine-tail3  on  the  other,  and  nothing 
should  hinder  him  from  supporting  a 
measure  of  mercy.  He  disdained  to  re- 
tort on  the  insinuations  which  he  believed 
that  the  Chancellor  had  used  against  his 
rrtotives  for  his  motion.  He  sustained  his 
opinions  ort  the  cruelty  of  punishment, 
and  quoted,  as  an  act  of  wantonness,  a 
poor  soldier  who  had  been  flogged  because 
he  got  married.  He  did  not  know  that 
punishment  awaited  on  virtue.  '1  he  Mi- 
litia Ballot  was  a  severe  conscription,  and 
hung  heavy  on  the  middling  classes  of  the 
people  ;  and  by  that  very  law  every  man 
of  England  was  born  to  be  flogged.  He 
persisted  in  pushing  his  motion  to  a  divi- 
sion. 

For  the   motion H) 

Against    it 94^ 

Majority — .84- 
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"  Tlie  wbole  of  my  case  is  now  before  j^our  lordships,  and  I  leave  it  for  yoiu-  consideration,  v.-ith.that 
"  hope  as  to  the  result,  which  the  reputation  of  British  justice  would  encourage  nie  to  ei.terlain. 
"  But,  a£?ain,  I  would  request  your  lordsiiips  to  recoiiect  the  nature  cf  the  i?rovocatio;i  I  have  ver^eived  ; 
"  to  consider  whether,  after  such  provocation,  I  deserve  punishment.  1  will  say  no  mot-e  about  ray 
«  sufferings,  on  account  of  the  present  prosecution-— about  my  expences,  aboutnny  lo!^s  of  time,  and 
<«  my  subsistence  depending  as  it  doe?,  upon  the  exertion  of  my  talents.  I  hope  I  sbail,  b«  ablp  to  sup- 
"  port  my  puui^hment  with  firmness  j  but  although  1  were  to  be  confined  in  the  dungGoinof  Dioiiyjius,  I 
"  woaid  not  escbanse  places  with  a,y  prosecutor.     I  must  conclude,  wKh  er.pie=s;;ig  a   conviction 

"  that  every  part  ©f  the  alledged  libel  being  true,  as  I  om  ready  to  prove,  it  is  pe/fectl;j  jaslif  able:' 

Mr.  Finnerty's  Speech,  in  the  Court  of  Kiiig's  iiench,  Feb.  7,  ISU. 
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the  substantial  charge,  which  he  before 
brought  befoic  tho  public,  preferring  to 
suffer  iuTiseif,  though  of  that  sufFering-ha 
had  had  so  dieadfiil  a  taste,  to  any  evea 
ihe  smallest  sacrifice  of  the  cause  of  truth 

and  of  Ireland. The   i!l-treat.aient  of 

Mr.  Finnerty  no  one  can  now  doubt  of. 
S'r  Francis  Burdett  and  Mr.  Brough- 
HAM  asserted,  that  friends  of  theirs  had 
asked  tvi  see  him  amd  were  refused.  1  know 
a  very  respectable  gentleman  front  Scot- 
land, who,  not  long  ago,  was  at  Lincoln, 
and  who  wished  to  pay  Mr.  Finnerty  a 
visit  as  "  a  mark  ofthat  respectwhich,"  to 
use  his  own  words,  ♦'  had  been  excited  in 
"  his  mind  by  Mr.  Finnerty^s  conduct 
"  when  before  the  court  of  King's  Bench.^' 
The  request  of  this  gentleman,  though 
manifest,  evidently  to  the  eyes  of  any  one 
who  saw  him,  a  man  of  respectability,  and 
who  went,  I  believe,  in  company  witii  a 
gentleman  of  Lincohi ;  the  recjuest  of  tins 
gentleman  was  refused,  and  that,  too,  as  he 
informed  me,  without  an)''  cause  assigned, 
other  than  that  "  people  were  not  permitted 
"  to  see  him.'' Is  this  treatment,  I  do 


TO  THE  READERS. 
After  the  next  Number,  which  will  close 
the  present  Volume,  I  shall  publish  only 
ONE  NUMBER  in  Lhe  Week,  and  that 
Ott  the  SATURDAY,  as  formerly  ;  and,  I 
abaU  not  publish  any  Doible  Number  at 
the'end  of  each  Month  as  I  used  to  do ; 
but  merely  one  Number  in  a  week,  and  a 
isheet  with  Tables  and  Index  at  the  end  of 
each  Volume. 

SUMMARY  OF  POUTICS. 

Mr.  Finnerty.— — The  Petition  of  this 
gentleman,  together  witti  the  Debate  there- 
on, will   be  found  in  another  part  of  this 

sheet. ^I  have  seen  with  real  pleasure, 

that,  upon  this  occasion,  no  one  thought  it 
right  to  raise  his  voice  in  support  of  abuse 
of  power,  a  thing  which  has  given  me  sin- 
gular satisfaction,  because  I  have  never 
before  heard  of  any  abuse,  however  enor- 
mous, of  any  conduct  in  a  public  functionary 
however  infamous,  which  did  not,  in  some 
one  or  other,  find  a  defender,  or,  at  least, 

some  one   to  endeavour  to  palliate  it. 

Mr.  Finnekty's  conduct  in  this  instance, 
like  his  conduct  in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  has  been  just  what  it  ought  to  have 
been,  and  will,  1  am  sure,  sscu.e  him  the 
applause  of  every  man,  whether  in  Eng- 
land or  in  Ireland,  who  is  a  friend,  aye, 
every  man  who  is  not  a  ffworn  enemy,  of 

freedom  and   humanity. His    petition 

IS  a  plain  statement  of  facts  ;  it  is  a  com- 
plaint couched  in  dscent  and  firm  lan- 
guage ;  good  taste  is  discovered  through 
the  whole  of  n;  and,  so  far  from  any 
whining  or  crying;  so  far  from  any  recan- 
tation of  w'.iat  he  had  before  said,  be  sets 
out  by  re>asserting  the  substance,  repeating 


not  say  for  a  gentleman,  I  do  not  say  for  a 
man  of  great  literary  talents,  because  if 
such  men  commit  cnWs,  they  ought  to  ex- 
pect punishment  as  well  as  men  of  inferior 
station  and  endowments;  but,  is  it  treat- 
ment for  ariT/  man  whose  otFence,  at  thg 
utpiost,  bears  no  other  character  or  name 
than  that  of  a  misdemeavour  ?  If  this  sort  of 
treatment,  a  ceil  to  lodge  apd  be  io  day  and 
night,  except  an  hour,  or  3  hours,  to  be 
brought  out  to  move  his  limbs;  if  this 
treatment,  precisely  that  of  the  worst  of 
felons,  can  be  given  to  Mr,  Finnerty,  or  to 
any  one  imprisoned  for  a  libel,  why  may 
it  not  be  extended,  at  the  will  of  tha 
Keeper  and  Magistrates,  or,"  whoev,er  has 
the  power,  to  any  one  who  has  oomtnilted 
a  common  assault  ?  Or,  indeed,  to  any 
If 
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one  who"  Kag'aohe'  any  thing  as  a  punish- 
Ehtht  fnr  which  iraprisonmeht  is  inflicted  ? 
■='      The  liberty  of  the  press  /Do  we  talii  of 
that ;  do  we  boast  of  that,  if  a  gentleman, 
iivho  is  imprisoned  for  having  made  what 
has  been  determined  to  be  too  free  a  use  of 
his  pen  ;  if  such  a  man  is  to  be  treated  like 
the  worst  of  felons,  shall  we  still  have  the 
impudence  to  revile  Napoleon  for  his  op- 
pressions of  the  press  ?  He  caused  to  be 
shot  the  Bookseller  Palm,   whom,   by  the 
bye,  he  accused  of  treason.     But,  suppose 
this  accusation  to  be  false  ;  suppose  Palm 
to  have  been  guilty  of  nothing  morn?  than 
the    crime    of   writing    and    publishing 
;^gainst  acts  of  tyranny,  public  robbery, 
br  the  most  cowardly  and  base  cruelty  ; 
suppose  this,  it  was  mercy  to  shoot  hiin  in 
preference    to    such    treatment  as    Mr. 
Finnerty  complains  of.     The  situation  of 
the  cell,  in  which  this  gentleman  is  con- 
"lined,  is  the   most  unwholesome  that  can 
be  imagined;  a  nasty  smell  in  it  at   all 
times  from  the  sewer  going  just  under  the 
r-"lloor.     This,  as  every  one  must  know,  is 
'  very  disagreeable  at  any  time  and  under  any 
•circumstances  ;  but,  what  must  it  be  in  a 
ease  where  the  inhabitant   of  the   apart- 
"ment  has  h\ii'that  one;  where  he  is  con- 
_ftned  to  it  twenty-three  hours  out  of  the 
"./twenty-four  ;  where  he  cannot  get  out  to 
^change  the  air;  in  short,  what  must  it  be 

*  wliere  a  man  is  confined  in  a  Privy,  day 
*^^'and  night,  and  that,  too,  with  the  full  ex- 
"  pectation  of  being  compelled  to  remain 

there  for  eighteen  months  ?  We  have  heard 
"'accounts  of  the  tyranny  of  Napoleon  ;  we 
"have  heard  that  he  has  Bastiles  all  over 
'"  France  ;  we  have  been  told  of  his  cruel- 
ly ties  towards  those  who  oflend  him  with 
.^tongue   or    pen;    but,    if    he    has   ever 

exercised  any  cruelty  greater  than  this 

*  "upon  any  of  those  offenders,  I  have  never 
"seen  any  thing  like  proof  of  it.  But,  why 
f..  tell  us  of  Napoleon  ?     Why  attempt  to 

justify  any  thing  that  is  done  here  by  re- 
.  *  ferring  to  worse  done  in  France  or  else- 
."  where?  What  comfort  is  it  to  me  when 
•■  my  finger  is  chopped  off  to  know  th-it 
^'Frenchmen  have  their  hands  chopped  oil? 
*'  The  question  is,  whether  such  treatment 
'^;  113  Mr.  Finnerty  has  received  be  fitting  to 
"■""be  given  to  any  man  in  England;  aye, 
'^  even  to  a  felon.  But,  as  1  said  before, 
'^'wliat  a  pretty  state  is  the  press  in,  how 
*- 'finely  is  it  honoured,  if  any  man  for  merely 
p  using  it  too  freely  (for  that  is  the  amount 
■''of  the  charge);  if  a  man,  for  this,  be 
■'liable  to  be  treated  like  a  feloij;  if  he -be 
^^/iii^jij  t<y,  be  put   upon  the  fooling  of  a 


felon  ;  if,  in  short,  he  be'  liable  to  be 
treated  as  Mr.  Finnerty  has  been  treated,, 
what  an  honourable  state  the  press  is  in 
in  "  this  land  of  liberty ;"  and  how  anxious 
literary  men  must  be  to  labour  in  the 
prevention  of  any  thing  that  would  pro- 
bably lead  to  a  change  in  their  situation  ! 
Being  in  so  comfortable  and  honourable  a 
stale,  they  must  be  the  most  stupid  as 
well  as  most  ungrateful  of  men,  if  they  do 
not  devote  their  days  and  nights  to  such 
exertions  as  are  calculated  to  ensure  th« 
stability  of  such   a  state  of  blessedness ! 

It  must,  however,  be  acknowledged, 

that  the  unnecessary  severities  and  abo- 
minable insults,  accumulated  upon  Mr. 
Finnerty,  do  not  appear  to  have  received 
the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
who  (and  how  it  comes  to  be  so  I  know 
not)  appears  to  have  a  sort  of  controul  in 
matters  relating  to  the  King's  prisons. 
He  does  not  appear  to  have  approved  of 
this  treatment  of  Mr.  Finnerty,  and  he 
seems  to  have  lost  no  time  in  inquiring 
into  the  matter,  though  his  inquiries  were 
not  quick  enough,  or,  rather,  the  answer 
to  them,  to  prevent  the  Petition  from 
coming  before  Parliament.  But,  he  said, 
that  certain  indulgences,  allowed  to  Mr. 
Finnerty,  had  been  taken  away  in  conse- 
quence of  misconduct.  Now,  what  were 
ih^sQ.  indulgences  ?  Why,  being  permitted 
to  come  out  of  bis  noisome  cell  during 
three  hours  in  a  day  and  to  walk  in  a  yard 
amongst  other  prisoners .'  And  these  are  j'n- 
dulgences,  are  they  ?  These  are  indwlgencet 
to  a  gentleman,  charged  with  no  other 
offence  than  that  of  makin^^  too  free  an 
use  of  the  press,  and  who,  by  the  mode  of 
proceeding  against  him,  was  precluded 
from  proving  the  truth  of  every  word  that 
he  had  said  ?  These  are  indulgences  to- 
wards such  a  man,  are  they  ?  Where  is 
the  felon  ;  where  is  the  wretch  who  has 
committed  unnatural  crimes ;  where  is 
the  murderer  of  neighbour,  friend,  bi'o- 
ther,  mother  or  wife;  where  is  the  wretch, 
however  infamous  or  horrid  bis  crimes, 
who  has  not  the  same  indulgences  ^—^ — 
Yet,  even  of  those  indulgences  his  mis- 
conduct was  to  deprive  him.  This  mis- 
conduct was  not  named  distinctly  ;  but  it 
was  designated  pretty  clearly  by  tlie 
words  indecent  and  indecorous ;  and,  I  dare 
say,  the  reader  will  easily  divine  the  full 
extent  of  it,  I  am  no  advocate-  for  in- 
decent and  indecorous  conduct;  but,  if 
this  conduct  amounted  to  no  more  than 
what  we  witness  in  a  great  portion  of  men, 
every  day  of  our  lives,  and  what  nolarr 
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and  no  usage  visits  upon  any  one  as  a 
crime,  why  was  it  to  serve  as  the  ground 
of  inflicting  additional  punishment  upon 
Mr.  Finnerty  ?  Why  was  he,  more  than 
any  of  the  rest,  or  all  the  rest  of  mankind 
to  be  put  under  this  new  kind  of  "  moral  re- 
straint?" Unnatural,  hypocritical,  abomi- 
nable pretence  !  I  do  not  say,  that  this 
was  a  pretence  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  ;  for  he  does  not  appear  to  have 
said  that  he  looked  upon  it  as  any  ground 
at  all  for  abridging  Mr.  Finnerty  of  his 
indulgences  ;  and  he  seems  to  have  stated 
it  merely  as   the    ground  of  justification 

with  the  keeper  and  the  magistrates. 

But,  asSiRFRANcisBuRDETT  observed,  it  al- 
most always  happens,that,  when  a  man  com- 
plainSj  either  in  behalf  of  himself  or  others, 
if  it  be,  in  any  way,  a  complaint  against 
people  in  power,  he  is  sure  immediately  to 
be  answered  by  some  charge  against  lumsslf. 
'.for  instance  ;  if  a   man  were  to  publish  a 
..book  against  selling  seats  in   the  House  of 
.Commons,  or  trafficking  in  them,  whether 
^with  Redding  or  any  body  else  ;  if  a  man 
were  to  do  this,   he  would  be  answered  by 
.assertions  or  insinuations  against  his /oj/aZ/y, 
«r  against  his  credit,  or  against  his  chastity/, 
or  against  his  ivisdo?n  ;  or  against  his  con- 
duct when  he  was  a  boy ;  and,  if  nothing 
^  eould  possibly  be  raked  up  against  himself, 
I  be  would  be  answered,  his  charge  against 
<seat  sellers,    against  the   vile  trafllckers  in 
v.this   worst   species    of   corruption  ;    this 
charge  would  be  answered  by  telling  him 
-. of  what  h\s  parmis  or  some  of  his  relations, 
,  at  some  time  or  other,  had  done.     Thus,  in 
this  case,  Mr.  Finnerty  is  shut  up  twenty 
one  hours  out  of  twenty  four  in  a  gloomy, 
noisome,   poisonous  cell,    with   no  friend 
permitted  to    come  near  him  ;  and,  when 
he  complains  of  this,  and  further,  that  the 
.  twenty  one  hours  are  augmented  to  twenty 
three,   leaving   him    but   one   hour   in  the 
twenty  four   to  be  free  from  the  stench  of 
his   kennel;    when   he   complains   of  this 
worse  than  felon-like   treatment,  we  are 
told,  that  he  had  been  indecent  and  indeco- 

fous  in  his  airing  hours! 1  have  never 

heard  the  story  about  this  indecorum  ;  but, 
I  think,  it  now  ought  to  be  told  out  to  the 
fcall  ;  nothing  ought  to  be  left  to  imagina- 
tion ;  justice  to  Mr.  Finnerty  demands  that 
his  accusers  should  speak  out  her-e  ^  and,  if 
they  do,  we  shall,  I  am  certain,  have  to 
present  the  world  with  a  pretty  specimen 
of  the  indulgences  shewn  to  this  gentleman. 

—- -^ In   afswer   to    what   Sir   Francis 

BuRDETT  said  about  the  ruinous  effects  of 
\  sending  Mr.   Finnerty  to  a  distant  jail,  it 
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was  observed  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
that  he  was  sent  thither  by  his  own  request, 
and  for  the  sake  of  his  health,  Lincoln  being 
one  of  the  most  wholesome  prisons  in  Eng- 
land.  The   Secretary    of  State    has 


forgotten,  or  never  knew,  what  passed 
upon  this  head,  as  will  clearly  appear 
from  the  following  extract  from  Mr.  FiN- 
NERTY"'s  speech,  on  the  last  day  of  his  ap- 
pearance there  : "  Here  I  must  take 

•'  leave  to  submit  an  observation,  which  I 

"  think  due,    in  justice    to  myself  ;   and 

"  which  I  offer  without   any  disposition 

"  to  reflect  upon  the  character  of  any  set 

"  of  men.     In  consequenceof  my  conduct 

"  in  opposition   to  their  favourite   candi- 

"  date  at  the  Middlesex  Election  of  1S02 

"  and    1804,  I   understand  that  the    ma- 

"  gistrates  of   that    county    are    collec- 

"  tively  and  individually,  if  I  am  rightly 

"  informed,  some  of  them  even  avowedly, 

"  my    enemies.        Now     as    Cold    Bath 

"  Fields'  prison  is  notoriously  under  their 

"  controul,  I  submit  to  your  lordships  the 

"  impropriety  of  Committing  me  to  their 

"  custody.     In  fact,  from  what  I  learn  of 

"  that  prison,  and   from   the  state  of  my 

"  health,  to  send  me   there   would   be  ta 

"  consign  ms  to  actual  death  under  the  sen' 

"  tcnce    of   a    nominal    imprisonment.       It 

"  would   be   more    humane,  my  lords,  at 

"  once   to  dispose  of  me  as  Buonaparte 

"  is  said    to  have  disposed   of  Palm,   the 

"  bookseller  :  for  rather  should  I  meet  death 

"  at  once  than  be  compelled  to  endure  the  te^ 

"  dious  agonies    of  that   dissolution,   which 

"  must  he  the  consequence  of  a  CLOSE  IM- 

"  PRISON MENT.     This  statement  I  sub- 

"  mit  to   your  lordships,  assured  that  yoii 

"  will  give  it  a  due  consideration,  bearing 

"  in    recollection    that    wise    maxim    of 

"  Blackstone,  whicli  all  wise  judges  should 

"  have  present  to  thrir  minds,   namely, 

'*  "  that  second  to  the  duty  of  administer- 

"  "  ing  public  justice,  it  is  the  duty  of  a 

""judge  to  give  public   satisfaction."" 

— — This  was  what  Mr.  Finnerty  said  ; 

this  was  his  request  to  the  court.     He  be- 

sougiit  them    not   to   send    him   to  Cold 

Bath  Fields,  and  for  what  ?  Why  because 

the  close  imprisonment   he    expected  there, 

would  kill  him.     But,  was  this  requesting 

to  be  sent  to  a  distant  jail?  Ob,  no  !   but, 

on  the  contrary,  in  that  part,  of  the  same' 

speech,  which  I  have  taken  for  my  motto, 

he  points  out  to  the  Judges  how  ruinous 

the   prosecution  had  been  to   him,  seeing 

that  his  subsistaice  depended  upon  his  talents  ; 

and  it  was  very  evident  that  he  could  not 

employ  thos*   tal«nts   in  the  country,  afid, 

3  F'2 
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ihat,  thereforej  he  could  not  wish  to  be 
tent  to  a  distant  prison,  if  be  must  be  sent 

so  some  prison  or  other. However,  let 

U£  suppose,  that,  with  regard  to  bis  health, 
^t  any  rate,  the  Judges  wished  to  be  mer- 
ciful to  him ;  and  this  is  the  notion 
clearly  conveyed,  and,  indeed,  ejjpressed 
by  Mr.  Ryder,  for,  he  says,  that,  on  ac- 
count of  his  health  and  at  his  own  i-equest 
he  was  sent  to  Lincoln,  that  being  one  of 
the  most  wholesome  prisons  in  England. 
'VV^ell,  now,  if  this  be  true;  if  the  Judges 
did  send  him  to  Lincoln  for  the  sake  of  his 
henlili ;  if  they  did  send  him  there,  be- 
cause he  represented  that  close  imprison- 
vmni  vvould  be  a  sentence  of  death  under 
the  name  of  imprisonment ;  if  they  did 
send  him  there  because  he  represented  to 
them  that  it  would  be  more  merciful  to 
shoot  him,  as  Buonaparte  was  said  to  have 
done  with  Palm,  than  to  send  him  to  waste 
away  in  close  imprisonment;  if  it  was  with 
thip  view,  if  it  vyas  that  he  might  not  be 
thus  killed^  that  they  sent  him  to  Lincoln, 
how  has  their  view  been  accomplished  ? 
He  has  been  kept  in  close  confinement,;  he 
was  put  into  a  felon's  cell ;  he  was  denied 
the  access  of  friends ;  he  was  allowed 
less  time  im  air  even  than  the  felons 
themselves ;  and,  to  crown  the  whole, 
the  dark  and  gloomy  place  in  which  he 
was  confined,  was  constantly  noisome, 
foul,  stinking,  to  a  degree  sufficient  to  ruin 
the  health  of  a  man  of  constitution  the  most 
I'obust.  This  is  the  way  in  which  have 
been  fulfilled  ihe  benevolent  intentions,  upon 
which,  as  Mr.  Ryder  says,  the  Judges 
acted  in  regard  to  Mr.  Finnerty's  health ! 
He  was,  under  a  sentence  said,  as  to  the 
locality  of  the  prison,  to  have  proceeded 
from  the  Judge's  mercy  as  to  his  health  ; 
he  was,  under  this  sentence  dying  in  that 
very  close  imprisonment,  which,  as  he  had 
resented  to  them,  would  be  the  certain 
cause  of  his  death!  Who,  then,  was  the 
cause  of  this  close  imprisonment?  Who 
was  it  that  contravened  this  object  of  the 
place  of  iraprispnmeni  ?  And,  abov€  all, 
who  was  it  that  was  the  cause  of  making 
the  imprisonment  so  intolerably  severe  ? 
Who  made  it,  in  short,  what  it  is  repre- 
sented in  the  Petition,  at  which,  I  must 
say  for  the  Honourable  House,  every  one 
appears  to  have  been  struck  with  horror  ? 

Mr.  Ryder  tpok  occasion  to  introduce 

vthe  name  of  Lord  Castlereagu  upon  this 
occasion,  and  to  say,  that,  as  soon  as  that 
Lord  heard  of  the  way  in  which  Mr. 
Fjnnerty  was  treated,  he  hastened  to 
4ecjaie,    \.hdX  he  by  no  means  wished   the 


punishment  to  be  rendered  unusually  severe. 
If  1  had  not  read  this  in  two  or  three 
papers,  I  should  not  have  believed  the 
words  to  have  been  uttered.  What ! 
Is  it  thus  then  in  England  ?  What  ! 
when  a  man  is  in  prison  has  the  prose-^ 
cutor  still  a  power  over  him!  What!  is 
the  prosecutor  still  to  be  consulted  as 
to  how  the  man  shall  be  treated  !  And  this, 

in  this  fine  free  country  too! No,  no, 

no.  It  is  not  so.  Mr.  Ryder  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  said  this.  No  :  he  does  not 
say,  that  Lord  Castlereagh  has  still  a  jjoioef 
over  Mr.  Finnerty,  and  that  that  gentle- 
man is  liable  to  be  treated  in  any  way  that 
Lord  Castlereagh  pleases.  No:  he  does  no^ 
say  that.  But,  what  does  he  say,  then  ? 
What  does  he  say  ;  and  why  does  he  bring 
in  Castlereagh's  name  ?  If  Castlereagh 
has  no  power  over  Mr.  Finnerty,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  if  he  has  and 
can  have  no  influer).ce  as  to  that  gen- 
tleman's treatment  ;  if  Mr.  Finnerty 
is  now  completely  out  of  his  clutches  and 
in  the  hands  of  impartial  and  invariable 
law  and  justice  ;  if  this  be  the  case,  why 
mention  Castlereagh's  wishes  upon  the 
subject;  why  state  what  Castlereagh  wish- 
ed to  be  done  or  left  undone  ;  why  make 
any  statement  about  Castlereagh's  wishes 
any  more  than  about  the  wishes  of  Red- 
ding or  any  body  else  ?  What !  Is  Mr. 
Finnerty  to  hear  upon  being  taken  out  of  hia 
stinking  cell,  that  Castlereagh  does  not  wish 
him  to  remain  there?  Mr.  Finnerty  knows 
his  man ;  he  knows  well  what  value  to  set 
upon  this  declaration  of  Castlereagh** 
wishes  ;  and,  if  I  know  any  thing  of  his 
character,  he  would  rather  end  his  days  in 
his  cell,  than  he  would  owe  his  release 
from  it  to  those  wishes.  Indeed  the  manly, 
the  excellent,  outset  of  his  petition  proves 
this.  He  there  re-asserts  the  substance  of 
what  he  had  said  before,  and  what  he  may 
say  again,  in  another  form,  and  in  a  situa-* 
tion  and  under  circumstances  very  different 
from  the  present.  That  change  I  live  in  hopes 
of  seeing  ;  and  if  I  did  not  confidently 
expect  to  see  that  day,  I  should  not,  as  far 
as  politics  are  concerned,  care  a  straw  if  I 
never  saw  another.  ■  Here  1  must  stop 
for  the  present ;  but,  I  shall  not  fail  to 
resume  the  subject  in  my  next,  the  treat* 
ment  of  Finnerty  being  an  object  as  much 
more  important  to  us  than  the  battles  of  - 
Lord  Talavera,  as  our  own  rights,  liberties, 
and  lives  are  more  important  to  us  than  the 
question  of  who  shall  be  masters  of  Spai^ 
and  Portugal  --n-  ^-os  if. 

.ajlw  qAs.  i^f* 


I57TJ 


JHNE26,  1811 


Buonapart^e's  SpEtcH,  and  the  other 
subjects,  on  which  I  should  like  to  offer 
some  remarks  here,  I  have  not  time  for  now. 
They  must,  therefore,  be  postponed  till 
my  next. 

W".  COBBETT. 

State  Prison,  Newgate, 
Tuesday,  25tk  June,  1811.    • 


MR.  FINNERTY. 

Debate  in  the  House  o^  Commons  o7i  pre- 
senting the  Petition  of  Mb.  Finnerty. 
— June  22,  1811. 

Mb.  "Whitbread  said,  he  had  a  Peti- 
tion in  his  hand  from  a  person  confined 
iti  the  Castle  of  Lincoln,  complaining  the 
treatment  he  there  met  with,  as  not  war- 
ranted by  the  judgment  of  the  Court 
which  had  sent  him  there.  It  was  from  a 
gentleman  pretty  well  known  in  the 
House,  Mr.  Finnerty,  who  had  been  found 
guilty  of  a  libel.  He  had  read  it  through, 
and  as  he  perceived  nothing  improper  ip 
it,  and  as  it  was  accompanied  by  certifi- 
cates of  ill  health,  and  the  opinions  of  his 
medical  advisers  that  a  less  rigorous  mode 
of  confinement  was  essential  to  his  reco- 
very, he  could  feel  no  hesitation  in  pre- 
senting it.  He  had  in  the  first  instance 
recommended  to  Mr.  Finnerty  to  peti- 
tion the  Prince  Regent,  through  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment. He  had  accordingly  done  so,  and 
the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  had 
written  to'the  High  Sheriff  of  the  County 
to  procure  information  ;  but  within  these 
few  hours  no  answer  had  been  received. — 
Under  these  circumstances  he  had  ap- 
proved of  submitting  the  Petition  to  the 
House,  and  it  was  precisely  the  same  as 
that  intended  to  be  laid  before  the  Prince. 

The  Petition  was  then  brought  up,  and 
read  as  follows : 

"To  the  Hon.  the  House  of  Commons 
of  Great' Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Par- 
liament assembled,  the  Petition  of 
Peter  Finnerty  sheweth— 

"  That  in  consequence  of  a  letter  pub- 
lished in  the  Morning  Chronicle,  com- 
pUining  of  grievous  injury  sustained  by 
Petitioner  and  by  his  countrymen  in  Ire- 
land, Petitioner  was  indicted  for  a  libel  at 
the  prosecution  of  Lord  Viscount  Castle- 
reagb.  That  upon  receiving  notice  of 
trial  for  the  said  libel.  Petitioner  found 
that  the  witnesses  most  material  to  his 
defence  were  absent  from  England,  and 
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therefore  be  had  a  ttibtion^hfade  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  for  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  said  trial,  which  motion  was 
rejected  ;  contrary,  as  he  understands,  to 
the  usual  practice  of  that  Court.  Peti- 
tioner being  unable  to  establish  any  de- 
fence in  the  absence  of  his  witnesses, 
thought  it  expedient  to  let  judgment  go 
by  default,  without,  however,  any  con- 
sciousness of  guilt,  being,  as  he  offered, 
when  brought  up  for  judgment,  ready  to 
prove  by  the  most  irrefragable  testi- 
mony, the  truth  of  his  allegations;  par- 
ticularly with  respect  to  the  infliction  of 
torture  in  Ireland  in  the  months  of  May 
and  June,  1798.  That  Petitioner  was; 
notwithstanding,  sentenced  to  IS  months 
imprisonment  in  Lincoln  Castle,  where  he 
has  experienced,  and  continues  to  expe- 
rience, a  degree  of  rigour  unprecedented 
in  moderii  times  — unauthorised  by  the 
terms  of  his  sentence — and  in  direct  hos- 
tility  to  the  mild  and  merciful  character 
of  the  British  Constitution. 

"  That  upon  the  night  of  his  arrival  at 
this  castle  in  the  month  of  February, 
Petitioner,  although  evidently  in  a  bad 
state  of  h'ialth,  was  committed  to  a  felons' 
apartment,  where  he  is  still  compelled  to 
remain.  That  finding  his  appeal  to  the 
jailor's  consideration  quite  ineftectual.  Pe- 
titioner had  a  remonstrance  presented  to 
the  visitin*  magistrates  of  the  prison,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  abstract  : —    '"^^^ 

"  I  am  confined  upon  a  ground  floor,  m 
a  cold  gloomy  apartment,  the  door  of 
which  is  nearly  opposite  to  my  bed,  and 
opens  into  a  yard  about  twenty-five  feet 
square,  enclosed  by  a  wall  about  thirty 
feet  high — so  high,  indeed,  as  to  exclude 
the  free  current  of  air.  In  the  centre  of 
this  yard  is  a  grate,  from  whence  issues 
the  most  offensive  smell,  owing,  as  I  un- 
derstand, to  the  c.mimon-sewer  of  the 
debtors'  prison,  which  runs  underneath, 
and  which  smell  annoys  me  even  in  my 
cell.  By  this  smell  1  am  prevented  tak- 
ing any  exercise  in  that  yard,  while  I  am 
denied  the  opportunity  of  enjoying  air 
and  exercise  in  the  area  which  surrounds 
the  prison,  and  to  which  all  the  other  pri- 
soners are  admitted  throughout  the  day, 
excepting  only  the  common  felons  and 
myself.  Of  this  privation  I  have  the  more 
reason  to  complain,  because  from  the  stale 
of  my  health,  being  subject  to  indigestion 
and  violent  spasmodic  affections  in  the 
stomach,  I  have  beeti  uniformly  advised 
by  all  Medical  men  whom  I  have  had  oc- 
casion to  consult,  to  seek  the  enjoyment 
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of  fresh  air,  and  to- take  as  much  exercise 
fLS,X  cuuid  bear.  Suth  has  been  the  opi- 
pions  uf  D'Ctors  Lipscomb,  Wright,  ami 
Sianton,  whom  I  have  consuhed  in  Lon- 
i^on  ;  and  such  also  is  th*^  opinion  of  the 
Physicians  to  whom  1  have  had  occasion  to 
resort  since  my  ai  rival  here,  and  whose 
certificate  is  annexed.  Such  treatment  as 
I  complain  of  is,  1  am  persuaded,  as  con- 
trary to  the  intention  of  the  Judges  by 
whom  I  have  been  sent  here,  as  it  is,  1 
submit,  inconsistent  with  that  to  which 
,uny  man  committed  for  a  misdemeanor, 
ought  to  be  subjected." 

"  That  about  a  week  after  the  Petition- 
ee's arrival  here,   he  was,  in  consequence 
of  this  remonstrance,  visited  by  the   ma- 
gistrates, one  of  whom,  in  the  course  of 
conversation,    observed,   that    they    (the 
.magistrates)   could  not   compel  the  jailor 
to  accommodate  Petitioner  with  rooms  in 
the   front  of  the  prison;  adding,  that  he 
understood  another   person  confined  for  a 
libel  (whom  he  named)  paid  three  guineas 
,  a-week  for  his  acconjmoilation  in  another 
prison.      To   this   observation    Petitioner 
said,  that  he   could   not  afford  to  pay  so 
Jjnuch  ;.  upon  which  another  of  the  Magis- 
trates observed,  that  his  (Petitioner's)  sub- 
scriptions "  were  likely  to  be  considera- 
ble."    In  a  few  days  after  this  visit,  Peti- 
tioner was    allowed  to  take   exercise   for 
,  -three  hours  each  day,  which,  according  to 
.,-his  request,  was  fixed   at  from   eight  to 
,^  iiine  in  the  morning,  from  one  till  two  in 
;,,  the  afternoon,  and  from  five  till  six  in  the 
,  evening.     But  this  arrangement  was  soon 
,.  after    altered,   and   an  order  issued,  that 
such  Petitioner  should  take  exercise  for  3 
hours  in  succession,   namely,  from  eleven 
j^  till  tvvo  o'clock.     Against  this  order  Peti- 
,  g,  tioner  again  remonstrated  ;  but  the  orders 
|.  respecting    the    treatment    of    Petitioner 
^.have  throughout  varied  in  such  a  manner, 
„f  as   to  justify   Petitioner   in  stating,   that 
»^  ihey  are  dictated  b}^  a  spirit  of  oppression. 
•il       **  That,    for   a    period    of  nearly   five 
^f.  weeks.  Petitioner  was   not  allowed  to  go 
/(.into  the  area  for  the  enjoyment  of  air  and 
.."  exercise   at  all,  in  conseijuence  of  which 
his  health   sufficed  so  severely,  that  the 
medical  Gentleman  who  usually  attended 
Y-  him,  thought   it  necessary  to  call  in  ano- 
■'    ther  physician  ;  and  Petitioner  despairing 
.of  any  redress  from  the  Magistrates, , had 
,     the  certificates  of  these   two  Gentlemen 
^-j,    transmitted  to  the  Sheriif,  copies  of  which 
g.,    certificates  are    hereunto   annexed.     The 
|j^   Sheritfin  reply,  as  Petitioner  understands, 
communicated  his  opinion  to  the  Magis- 


trates, that  Petitioner  should  be  allowed 
the  air  and  exercise  recommended  by  the 
Physician,  but  still  Petitioner  has  been 
allowed  only  one  hour  each  day,  namely, 
from  one  until  two  o'clock  ;  and  if  it  rain 
at  that  period  he  is  not  permitted  to  go 
out  at  any  other  hour,  his  application  to 
that  effect  having  been  peremptorily  re- 
fused. Upon  one  occasion,  indeed.  Peti- 
tioner being  severely  afflicted  by  a  head- 
ache, to  which  he  has  been  subject  for 
some  time  back,  sent  a  request  to  the 
gaoler  that  he  might,  in  consequence  of 
his  illness,  be  allowed  to  go  into  the  air  of 
the  Castle-yard,  even  for  half  an  hour,  in 
lieu  of  the  hour  from  one  till  two  o'clock, 
but  this  request  was  rejected.  That  this 
allowance  of  air  and  exercise  granted  to 
him,  Petitioner  most  sensibly  leels,  and 
his  medical  attendant  has  so  represented 
it,  but  in  vain. 

"  That  there  are  various  other  instances 
of  oppression  and  injustice,  of  which  Peti- 
tioner has  to  complain,  but  by  the  repeti- 
tion of  which  he  does  not  think  it  right  to 
trespass  upon  the  patience  of  your  Ho- 
nourable House.  Your  Petitioner,  how- 
ever, cannot  overlook  this  circumstance  : 
that  about  a  fortnight  after  his  arrival 
here,  a  person  who  came  from  London  to 
attend  him  in  his  illness,  was  excluded 
from  the  prison,  and  a  prisoner  appointed 
to  attend  him,  whose  integrity  he  has 
cau«e  to  suspect ;  but  whom,  nevertheless, 
he  cannot  dismiss,  because  no  other  per- 
son will  be  admitted,  even  the  person  who 
dresses  his  victuals  being  refused  admit- 
tance. That  under  such  circumstances 
Petitioner  appeals  to  your  Honourable 
House  for  relief,  trusting  that  you  will  not 
sanction  such  severity'  as  cannot  be  jus- 
tified by  the  sentence  passed  upon  him, 
such  as  he  presumes  to  asseit  was  not  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  judges  by  whom 
that  sentence  was  passed,  such  as  is 
wholly  unusual  in  this  country.— Peti- 
tioner particularly  and  earnestly  requests 
that  your  Honourable  House,  in  conside- 
ration of  the  very  weak  state  of  his  health, 
and  the  aggravation  of  his  complaints,  by 
the  mode  in  which  he  has  been  hitherto 
treated,  and  which,  if  continued,  must 
terminate  in  incurable  disease,  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  take  such  steps  that 
Petitioner  may  be  forthwith  removed  into 
an  airy  apartment,  and  allowed  the  air 
and  exercise  necessary  for  the  re-estab- 
lislmicnt  and  preservation  of  his  health— ?• 
that  such  apartment  may  be  easily  af- 
forded him,  as  there  is  roQm  amply  -suf). 
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ficient  in  the  front  of  the  jail,  the  jailer 
having  set  apart  ]!i  rooms  for  his  o.vn  use, 
while  his  family  consists  of  only  three 
persons. 

"  Petitioner  begs  leave  to  represent  to 
your  Honourable  House,  that  on  or  about 
the  27th  of  May  last,  a  Petition,  couched 
in  terms  such  as  Petitioner  hopes  were  re- 
spectful, and  signed  by  your  Petitioner, 
was  transmitted  through  the  Secretary  of 

.State  to   his   Royal   Highness  the  Prince 

^iRegent,  representing  the  situation  of  Pe- 

■^titioner. 

;.  "  That  Petitioner  has  waited  in  the 
humble  hope  of  meeting  redress,  through 
the  clemency  of  his  Royal  Highness;  but 
having  this  day  heard  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  owing 
to  some  delay,  which  to  your  Petitioner, 
sutlering  under  such  privations,  appears 
extraordinary,  has  not  yet  been  able  to  ob- 
tain the  information  which  he  professed  it 
bis  duty  to  seek,  previously  to  his  offering 
bis  advice  to  the  Regent  upon  the  Peti- 
tion presented.  Petitioner  therefore  fear- 
ing the  speedy  prorogation  of  Parliament, 
has  submitted  his  case  to  the  consideration 
of  your  Honourable  House,  not  from  any 
cloubt  of  the  justice  or  clemency  of  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince,  upon  whose 
liberality  he  has  the  utmost  confidence  ; 
but  from  the  impatience  of  a  man  unjustly 
oppressed,  and  suffering  under  the  pains 
of  disease,  brought  on  by  the  treatment 
he  has  received. 

"  All  that  Petioner  requires,  is  an  airy 
apartment,  with  the  opportunity  for  air 
and  exercise,  which  the  prison  yard  affords. 
'•  And  Petitioner  will  ever  pray, 

"  Peter  Finnerty." 
'^'  Lincoln  Castle,  June  16,  1811. 

A  Copy  of  Dr.  Charksworili  s  first  Testimony 
to  the  Magistrates  of  the  County  of  Lincoln, 

Being  professionally  consulted  by  Mr. 
Finnerty,  I  am  called  upon  to  state  my 
opinion,  that  his  liealth  already  much 
impaired,  must  mateiiaily  suffer  from  the 
confinement  to  which  he  is  now  subjected, 
and  from  the  alleged  coldness  ot  his  room  ; 
iind  that  a  warm  room  and  every  possible 
advantage  of  fresh  air  and  exercise  are  in- 
dispensibly  necessary,  not  only  for  the 
chance  of  his  recovery,  but  even  for  the 
preservation  of  his  present  state  of  health. 
— I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)    E.  P.  Chari-£9worth,  IVL  D. 
March  \,  lail. 
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Copy  of  Dr.  Fausseit'i  Testimony. 

Being  called  upon,  in  my  professional 
capacity,  to  visit  Mr.  Peter  Fmnerty,  in 
the  Castle  of  Lincoln,  I  found  him  affected 
with  many  severe  complaints,  arising  from 
disease  of  the  digestive  organs,  with  which, 
from  his  own  testimony,  he  has  at  different 
times  before,  when  deprived  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  air  and  exercise, been  ina  slighter 
degree  affected.  From  the  testimony, 
also,  of  Dr.  Charlesworth,  who  has  attend- 
ed Mr.  Finnerty  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  tiine  he  has  been  here,  these  com- 
plaints existed  to  a  considerable  degree  of 
severity  in  his  first  coming,  but  almost  en- 
tirely went  off,  on  his  being  allowed  a 
freer  air,  and  more  extended  place  of 
exercise. — Within  the  last  three  weeks, 
since  he  has  been  again  more  closely  con- 
fined, they  have  returned  in  a  much  ag- 
gravated form.— It  is  my  opinion  that  thera 
is  little  or  no  chance  of  his  health  being 
restored,  without  a  freer  allowance  of  air 
and  exercise  than  the  confined  court  to 
which  he  is  at  present  restricted,  will  ad* 
mit  of,  but,  on  the  contrary,  every  pros- 
pect of  his  complaints  going  on  increasing. 
(Signed)  John  Faussett,  M.  D. 
Lincoln,  April  29,  1 8 1 1 . 

A   Copy  of  Dr.  Charksworth' s  second  TesH- 
vr>    iiixii-     rnony. 

After  p?eseiltmg,  as  addressed,  the  sub- 
joined testimony,  Mr.  Finnerty  was  per ^ 
mitted  to  walk  three  hours  a  day  in  the 
area  surrounding  his  prison  ;  and  in  a  week 
or  ten  days  after  that  time,  was  so  far  re- 
covered from  his  complaints  as  to  render  a 
continuance  of  my  v limits  unnecessary.^ — 
Immediately  upon  his  return  to  close  con- 
finement, my  professional  assistance  was 
again  required,  and  in  the  course  of  three 
weeks,  1  find  all  his  former  symptoms  not 
only  returned,  but  greatly  aggravated.—- 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  my  opi- 
nion that  the  same  or  a  stronger  necessity 
of  fresh  air  and  exercise  exists  than  did  at 
the  time  of  my  former  application,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy.  (Signed) 
E.  P.  Charlesworth,  M.  D. 
Lincoln,  April  29,  1 S 1 1 .  ' 

Mr.  Ryder  stated,  that  he  had  that  day 
received  a  letter  from  the  High  Sheriff", 
the  delay  of  which  was  owing  to  his  hav- 
ing been  in  town,  and  having  left  direc- 
titms  behind  him,  under  the  expectation 
of  an  immediate  return,  that  his  letters 
should  not  be  sent  after  bim.    It  informed 
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him  (Mr.  Ryder,)  ithat  Mr.  Finnerty  had 
at  first  enjoyed  only  one  hour  of  exercise 
in  the  open  ail*,  which  period  was  after- 
wards e'xtended  t0  three.  This  indul- 
gence, Ijowtter,  it  vKas  found  necessi.ry  to 
withhold,  in  conseqfuence  of  the  extreme 
irregulariiy  and  im[jropriefy  of  his  con- 
duct, and  which  wai  stated  to  be -of  a  de- 
scription not  mcle  inconsistent  with 
decorum  than  with  'he  rules  and  discipline 
of  the  piiscm.  He  Has  in  pcssession  also 
of  cei-tificatts  contrii-v  to  ttios^e  nienltoned 
by  the  Hon.  Gentleman.  He  had,  how- 
ever, no  obj^cuoii  lo  make  every  further 
inquiry  necessary  to  prove  whether  it  was 
possible  to  relieve  the  inconvenience  com- 
plained of.  His  ^^oble  Friend  (Lord  Cds- 
tlere;igh)  had,  it  was  but  just  to  say,  ma- 
nifested every  desire  to  render  the  con- 
finement of  Mr.  Finnerty  as  mild  as  was 
compatible  with  the  sentence. 

Mr.  Whitbhead  said,  he  knew  not  what 
Mr.  Finnerty's  conduct  might  have  been  ; 
but  the  charge  rested  entirely  ov  the  au- 
thority of  ihe  letter  received  by  the  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman.  But  even  if  this 
was  the  case,  he  could  not  see  why  he 
should  be  deified-  airy  apartments.  The 
ceit,ificates  which  he  had  received  were 
signed  by  three  veiy  respectable  Physi- 
cians (wc  believe Dis.  Lipscombe,  Charles- 
worth, and  Taylor.)  and  were  therefore  en- 
titled to  belief.  The  observations  of  the 
Magistrates,  ss  recorded  in  the  Petition, 
were  under  any  circumstances  highly  im- 
proper (Hear.');  nor  was  a  want  of 
niohey  a  just  reason  for  adding  to  the  ri- 
gour.o  and  severity  of  the  punishment  of 
.  any  offence.  The  conduct  of  the  Sheriff 
likewise  was  very  indiscreet. 

Sir  Francis  BuRDETT  did  not  know  what 
powers  Wfere  vested  in  the  Magistrates  or 
Gaoler  to  convert  the  Prison  into  a  House 
of  Correction,  and  inflict  solitary  confine- 
ment at  their  discretion.  This  aj^peared 
to  have  been  done  in  this  instance,  and  an 
acquaintance  of  his  had  informed  him, 
that  in  passing  through  Lincoln,  he  had 
wished  to  see  Mr.  Finnerty,  but  was  re- 
Jui;ed  admittance.  It  likewise  seemed  to 
him  that  the  Secretary  of  Siate  was  not  a 
proper  person  to  be  appealed  to,  or  any  of 
the  executive  Ministers  of  the  Crown. — 
Enough  had  certainly  been  said  to  induce 
the  House  to  take  the  Petition  info  full 
consideration,  and  extend  to  the  Prisoner 
all  the  relief  and  accrinmodation  that  was 
consistent  with  the  nature  of  the  sentence. 

Mr.  Babington  said  a  few  words,  hut 
in  a  tone  inaudible  in  the  Gallery.     We 


believe  he  stated  that  a  friend  of  his  had 
been  denied  access  to  Mr.  Finnerty. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  thought  that  the  alle- 
gations contained  in  the  Petition  were  of  a 
nature  that  required  an  answer  very  diffe- 
rent from  that  which  had  been  as  yet 
given.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  Mr. 
Finnerty  had  entered  the  prison  in  which 
he  was  now  confined  in  a  state  of  health 
much  impaired — a  circumstance  which  in 
itself  ought  to  have  been  sufficient  to 
have  ensured  Mr.  Finnerty  every  possible 
indulgence  consistent  with  his  situation. 
Indeed,  he  thought  that  this  might  have 
been  rendered  without  any  very  extraor- 
dinary exercise  of  humanity.  But  instead 
of  this,  it  appeared  that  he  had  been  treated 
with  downright  cruelty.  It  was,  indeed, 
a  statement  of  cruelty  so  excessive,  that 
in  his  opinion  it  would  be  to  the  disgrace 
of  the  House  if  they  suffered  it  to  remain 
upon  their  Table  , uncontradicted  and  un- 
remedied. There  were  some  parts  of  the 
Petition  to  which  the  Right  Honourable 
Secretary  had  given  no  answer — one  espe- 
cially, v/hich  appeared  to  him  to  require 
the  fullest  explanation,  if  indeed  it  could 
admit  of  any— and  that  was,  that  the 
gaoler,  with  but  three  in  family,  monopo- 
lized to  himself  the  exclusive  use  of  thir- 
teen separate  rooms ;  while  Mr.  Finnerty,  at 
the  manifest  risk  <jf  his  life,  was  to  continue 
tor  eighteen  months  confined  in  a  damp  and 
noisome  cell.  He  would  ask,  was  this  to 
be  endured  ? — (Hear!)  Was  it  to  be  en- 
ditred  that  a  gaoler  was  thus  to  assume 
the  power  of  making  an  infinite  difference  ^ 
between  punishments  which  the  Courts  of 
Law  originally  meant  to  be  the  same. 
(Hear!)  Upon  what  ground  did  this 
gaoler  take  it  upon  him  to  refuse  Mr.  Fin- 
nerty's friends  access  to  him  ?  Was  this  a 
part  of  his  sentence  ?  and  wei  e  they  to 
leave  Mr.  Finnerty  in  such  a  precarious 
state  of  health  as  he  then  was,  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  a  man  who  seemed  so  capri- 
ciously and  cruelly  to  have  abused  bis 
trust.?  He  felt  himself  bound  to  entreat, 
from  the  Right  Honourable  Secretary,  " 
some  distinct  declaration  tipon  this  part  of  ^■ 
the  subject,  pledging  himself  to  interpose 
his  authorit)',  in  the  remedying  what  ap- 
peared tobeas^'stem  of  opprci^sion.  Ano-  ^? 
ther  circumstance,  not  very  satisfactorily  " 
explained,  was  the  great  lapse  of  time 
that  had  intervened  belween  the  time  of  . 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  « 
Slierift"  and  the  receipt  of  the  Sheriff^s 
ahs"wer ;  such  delay  might  have  been  of 
fatal   consequences    in   cases  where  the    • 
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health  of  the  indivldaal  aggrieved  had 
more  rapidly  declined. — As  far  as  the 
present  question  personally  related  to  Mr. 
Finnerty,  he  confessed  that  he  was  one  of 
those  who  did  not  think  it  the  less  deserv- 
ing their  attention  on  that  account.  He 
did  not  stand  forward  to  defend  Mr.  Fin- 
nerty's  violation  of  the  laws  of  his  coun- 
try, for  which  violation  he  was  now  mak- 
ing so  severe  an  expiation;  but  however 
culpable  Mr.  Finnerty  had  been,  he  (Mr. 
H.)  could  not  forget  that  Gentleman's 
past  life.  At  a  very  early  age,  when  a 
mere  boy,  he  began  the  world  by  turning 
the  advantages  of  a  good  education  into 
the  means  of  honourable  subsistence  for 
himself  and  family  ;  it  was  his  misfortune 
while  yet  a  boy,  to  live  in  times  when  it 
was  criminal  to  complain  of  oppression — 
times  which  every  honest  and  honourable 
mind  must  have  vvitrvessed  with  indignant 
regret — times  in  which  such  a  system  of 
oppression  and  persecution  was  pursued, 
as  must,  if  persisted  in  much  longei-,  have 
ended  in  the  ruin  of  the  country— in  such 
times,  and  under  the  impulse  of  those  feel- 
ings which  they  were  but  too  well  calcu- 
lated to  excite  in  every  ingenuous  mind, 
did  Mr.  Finnerty  pass  the  limits  of  tem- 
perate discussion,  and  so  bringdown  upon 
himself  the  weighty  visitation  of  the  law. 
To  this  otlence  Mr.  Finnerty  had  been  led 
by  those  sentiments  which  in  periods  more 
favourable  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  have 
distinguished  the  briglitestcharactcrs  intiie 
history  of  this  country.  He  had  been  in 
that  instance,  as  well  as  in  a  subsequent  one, 
right  in  principle,  a  rooted  attachment  to 
the  cause  of  his  oppressed  cotintry  was  that 
priiuiple,  and  it  was  a  j.rinciple  from 
which,  however  punishment  might  re- 
motely flow,  drsgrace  never  could.  In  this 
country,  as  in  his  own,  the  same  principle 
had  led  him  into  the  commission  of  a  si- 
milar oflence.  He  had  in  both  cases  told 
the  truth  beyond  the  licence  of  the  law, 
and  in  this  case,  as  well  as  in  the  former, 
he  sufFered  in  the  cause  of  liis  country, 
which  was  the  cause  of  truth  and  justice. 
He  thought  it,  therefore,  extremely  harsh 
that  a  man  so  suffering  for  telling  the 
truth,  unjustifiably  should  be  classed  with 
the  greatest  culprits  and  felons  in  the  ad- 
measurement of  his  punishment,  at  the  in- 
solent discretion  of  a  gaoler.  (Hear!) 
There  was  besides  a  circumstance  in  the 
sentence  of  the  Court  on  Mr.  Finnerty, 
which  must  have  operated  with  peculiar 
severity  in  his  case.  It  was  well  known 
that  Mr.  Finnerty  had   been  for  many 
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years  employed  ift  this  great  city  in  a 
way  most  flattering  to  his  literary  talents, 
and,  he  believed,  as  productive  in  point  of 
emolument  as  it  was  honourable.  What 
then  must  have  been  the  sutferings  of  this 
unfortunate  gentleman,  not  only  to  have 
been  thrown  into  gaol  for  eighteen  months, 
but  to  be  banished  to  so  remote  a  distance 
as  Lincoln,  from  the  scene  of  his  industry, 
and  thus  cut  off  from  his  literary  connec- 
tions, and  perhaps  the  means  of  common 
subsistence  (Hear!)}  Under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  he  thought  it  most 
particularly  deserving  the  attention  of  the 
Hous&.  He  concluded,  by  entreating  of 
the  Right  Honourable  Secretary  to  take 
,the  most  speedy  and  effectual  mearw  of 
putting  a  stop  to  the  system  of  oppression^ 
by  which  Mr.  Finnerty  appeared  to  hav@ 
been  so  shamefully  persecuted. 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  his  Right 
Honourable  Friend,  the  Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department,  had  done  him  but  jus- 
tice in  giving  him.  credit  for  his  wishes, 
respecting  the  mitigation  of  Mr,  finnerty'* 
sufferings.  When  he  had  first  heard  of 
that  gentleman's  application  upon  that 
subject,  he  did  not  feel  himself  prohibited 
from  interposing  with  his  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, for  the  immediate  and  eiFectual 
repression  of  any  undue  severities  which 
mijiht  have  been  experienced  by  Mr.  Fm- 
nerty  (Hear,  ttear  !)■  In  cidniing  every 
exemption  from  such  oppression,  he 
thought  that  the  Petitioner  was  asking  not 
for  intlulgence,  but  for  justice.  (Hear, 
hear  !j  Neither  could  any  proceedings 
that  might  be  taken  in  consequence  of 
this  Petition,  be  c«  osidered  as  a  mark  of 
indulgence  to  the  Petitioner,  it  would  be 
in  eirei  t  but  remedying  a  wrong,  restoring 
Mr.  Finnerty  to  a  rignt.  In  saying  this 
much  of  the  motive  of  the  present  appli- 
caiion,  which  a.jpeaied  to  him,  if  Mr.  Fin** 
neriy  thought  himself  aggrieved,  to  be  a 
very  justifiable  appeal,  (Hear,  hear  !J  he 
could  not  htlp  alluding  so  far  to  the  re- 
mote cause  of  the  Petitioner's  present  si- 
tuation. He  (Lord  Castlereagh)  had  not^ 
he  trusted,  been  remarkable  for  following 
up  with  any  vindictive  animadversions,  at- 
tacks of  a  certain  nature,  but  the  one 
made  by  Mr.  Finnerty,  was,  he  must  say, 
so  gross  a  libel,  not  merely  personally 
upon  him,  but  upon  the  Administration  in 
general  of  Ireland  at  that  time,  that  he 
thought  his  passing  it  over  in  silence  might 
have  been  misinterpreted  as  a  tame  ac- 
quiescence in  the  truth  of  charges  so  ex- 
tremely heinous.     He  had,  therefore,  no 
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alternative  left  him,  but  such  an  acquies- 
cence, or  the  discharge  of  a  painful  pub- 
lic duty  ;  in  the  discharge  of  it  he  had 
been  influenced  by  no  private  motive. 
The  House  would  do  him  the  justice  to 
admit,  that  in  attacks  of  that  kind,  merely 
afiecting  himself  personally,  he  had  not 
proved  himself  extremely  querulous ; 
{Hear,  hear !)  but  in  the  present  case  had 
he  passed  it  over,  he  should  have  really 
thought  himself  guilty  of  a  great  breach 
of  public  duty;  that  duty,  however,  hav- 
ing been  now  discharged,  he  should  have 
great  pleasure  in  forwarding  every  means 
for  the  removal  of  any  oppressive  usage, 
which  the  Petitioner  may  have  expe- 
rienced. (Hear!)  Nor  indeed  should  he 
have  been  unwilling  to  have  been  instru- 
raenlal  in  applying  to  the  fountain  of 
mercy,  had  not  the  repetition  of  Mr.  Fin- 
nerty's  assertion  of  the  truth  of  his  state- 
ments of  torture,  &c.  in  the  Petition  now 
upon  their  table,  tied  up  his  hands  effec- 
tually from  any  such  interposition. — It  did 
not  however  preclude  him  from  joining 
with  the  House  in  providing  that  the 
wrongs  of  which  the  Petitioner  com- 
plained,should  be  redressed.— Having  said 
so  much  upon  the  question,  as  afiecting 
Mr.  Finnerty  and  himself,  nothing  that 
had  fallen  from  the  Honourable  Gentle- 
man who  spoke  last,  should  tempt  him  to 
go  then  into  the  discussion  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Irish  Government  during  the  times 
so  warmly  alluded  to  ;  but  this  he  would 
take  the  liberty  of  saying,  that  upon  that 
question,  when  brought  before  Parliament 
in  a  way  likely  to  be  subservient  to  the 
purposes  of  truth,  he  should  be  prepared 
lo  meet  that  Honourable  Gentleman,  or 
any  other,  and  to  prove  to  the  satisfaction 
^f  the  House  and  uf  the  Country,  that  the 
general  conduct  of  the  Irish  Administra- 
tion (he  spoke  not  of  individual  instances 
.of  cruelty,  which  nothing  could  justify), 
was  at  that  time  fully  justifiable. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly  said,  that  this  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  a  case  of  the  very  last 
importance;  there  was  one  material  fact 
which  had  not  been  at  all  explained  by 
his  Right  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Ryder). 
When  this  person  was  sent  to  the  castle  of 
Lincoln,  there  to  be  confined  pursuant  to 
sentence  ;  the  gaoler  locks  him  up  in  a  so- 
litary cell  appropriated  to  felons — upon 
what  authority  did  the  gaoler  venture  to 
do  this  ?-^the  prisoner  was  not  sentenced 
to  solitary  imprisonment — a  punishment 
coHcerning  which,  however,  he  beljeved, 
.l^hfij^  were  np  sroaU  doubts,  as.  whether 


there  were  any  sanction  of  it  to  he  found 
in  the  laws  of  England — but  be  that  as  ii 
might,  if  there  was  such  a  distinction,  was 
the  imposing  of  it  to  be  left  in  the  hands 
of  a  gaoler  ?  (Hear,  hear !) — this  would  be 
a  power  beyond  any  thing  exercised  by 
the  King's  Bench.  That  Court  sentences 
one  man  to  twelve  months  imprisonment 
—another  to  eighteen — another  to  two 
years— but  what  is  the  difference  of  a  few 
months  more  or  less  confinement,  com- 
pared with  that  of  solitary  confinement  in 
a  felon's  cell,  shut  out  from  every  inter- 
course, and  even  the  means  of  earning 
subsistence  withheld  ;  and  was  this  fear- 
ful discretion  to  be  left  to  the  whim  of  a 
gaoler  ?  (Hear!) — This  was  not  the  case 
of  a  private  individual — it  was  the  case  of 
the  public — this  was  putting  into  the 
hands  of  every  gaoler  the  severest  punish- 
ment that  could  be  inflicted  on  a  British 
subject  short  of  death.  Another  consider- 
ation was,  that  the  punishment  of  the  rich 
man  would  be  essentially  different  from 
that  of  the  poor  man,  though  confined  for 
the  same  offence,  and  under  the  very 
same  sentence — (Hear,  hear!) — from 
gaolers  it  might  not  be  so  wonderful — but 
what  were  they  to  say  to  Magistrates  who 
could  have  the  face  to  tell  this  wretched 
man,  that  for  three  guineas  a  week  more 
he  could  be  accommodated  with  a  better 
apartment  ?  What!  was  this  language  for 
Magistrates,  who  officially  stood  between 
the  prisoner  and  oppression,  to  make  use 
of  in  answer  to  an  application  for  redress  ? 
(Hear,  hear,  hear!)  This  was  a  circum- 
stance which  could  not  rest  there  ;  it  was 
certainly  very  late  in  the  Sessions,  but 
even  so  he  thought  that  this  fact  and 
others,  particularly  the  power  so  shame- 
fully usurped  by  the  gaoler,  ought  to  be 
made  the  ground  of  a  parliamentary  en- 
quiry. (Hear,  hear !)  He  never  read  llie 
libel  on  the  Noble  Lord,  but  if  it  was  as 
bad  as  that  libel  upon  the  Magistrates,  he 
scarcely  knew  what  punishment  could  be 
too  excessive.  He  repeated  that  he 
thought  the  conduct  of  the  Magistrates  did 
furnish  a  ground  for  parliamentary  in- 
quiry- :.,  .    • 

jVir.  William  Smith  said,  that  his  Hun. 
and  Learned  Friend  had  said  every  thing 
he  meant  to  have  said  upon  the  subject. 
If  the  gaoler  can  put  a  man  in  solitary 
confinement,  how  is  that  man  to  get  re- 
dress? He  gives, .  perhaps,  a  letter  to  the 
turnkey  to  put  in  the  post-office,  and  he 
throws" it  behind  the  fire — how  then  is  it 
to  bg,kn9A^a.,',jrhe.man  may  4ie4,and  .the 
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gaoler  may  report  him  as  having  died  in  a 
fit,  and  bring  all  his  turnkeys  to  swear 
to  it.  He  wislied  to  know,  who  was  an- 
swerable for  all  this — which  of  the  five 
parties  already  mentioned  in  the  course  of 
the  Debate  had  the  responsibility — was  it 
the  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department, 
the  Court  of  King's  Bt^ach,  the  Magistrates, 
the  Sheriff",  or  the  Gaoler  ? 

Mr.  Davies  Giddy  admitted  that  the 
conversation  alleged  to  have  been  held 
with  the  Piisoner  by  the  Magistrates  was, 
on  their  part,  very  reprehensible,  but 
there  could  be  no  doubt,  that  even  in  say- 
ing what  they  did,  their  motive  could  not 
have  bfenof  any  base  or  unworthy  de- 
scription. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder,  in  explanation, 
stated,  ihat  the  one  hour's  air  and  exercise 
had  been  at  first  enlarged  to  three  hours, 
at  difFeient  times,  one  hour  each  time,  and 
that  on  certain  gross  and  indecent  impro- 
prieties having  been  committed  by  the 
prisoner,  thai  time  had  not  been  lessened  ; 
but  it  was  thought  adviseable  that  he 
should  take  the  three  hour's  exercise  at 
once,  from  eleven  till  two,  every  day— 
the  cold  of  the  apartment  had  been  reme- 
died by  a  baize  door.  It  was  a  mistake 
to  represent  Mr.  Finnerty  as  under  soli 
tary  confinement.  He  was  under  no  such 
thing — as  to  the  complaint  made  by  an 
Honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Hutchinson) 
of  the  severity  of  banishing  the  petitioner 
to  a  gaol  so  distant  from  the  metropolis,  it 
was  in  compliance  with  the  earnest  appli- 
cations of  the  prisoner's  friends  that  he  was 
not  sent  to  a  prison  in  the  immediate  vi- 
cinity of  London,  but  sent  to  a  country 
gaol,  and  one  which  is  considered  the 
healthiest  in  England.  He  understood 
that  there  the  offensive  smell  complained 
of  did  not  exist.  He  professed  himself 
however,  ready  to  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  every  measure  likely  to  promote 
the  health  and  accommodation  of  the  pri- 
soner, and  at  the  same  time  consistent 
with  the  precautions  necessary  to  prevent 
a  recurrence  of  the  same  indecent  irregu- 
larities to  which  he  had  alluded. 

Mr.  Whitbhead  said,  that  it  appeared 
from  various  statements  of  Mr.  Finnt- rty, 
that  the  Gaoler  had  acted  towards  him  in 
the  most  brutal  manner  possible,  answer- 
ing ill  his  applications  for  redress  by  mes- 
sagr-s  through  the  turnkey  conveyed  in 
terms  ahe  most  insolent  and  scmdalous. 
He  hoped  the  Right  Honourable  Gentle- 
man would  engage  to  get  Mr.  Firinerty 
one  of  tite  front  apartments  in  the  more 
airy  part  of  the  prison, 
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Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  could  not  give 
any  other  than  the  general  pledge  he  had 
given,  qualified  by  the  conditions  be  had 
annexed  to  it. 

Mr.  Charles  Adams  hoped  now  that 
the  Right  H.^nourable  Gentleman  had 
promised  every  thing  necessary  to  remedy 
the  grievances  complained  of  by  Mr. 
Finnerty,  that  the  object  of  the  petition 
had  thus  been  gained — since  that  was  the 
case,  he  hoped  the  discussion  would  not 
continue  the  whole  night.  An  Honoura- 
ble Gentleman  (Mr.  Huichinson)had  fa- 
voured them  with  a  high  and  elaborate 
eulogium  on  Mr.  Finnerty,  and  had  cer- 
tainly in  the  course  of  it  brought  merits  of 
that  person  to  light,  which  he  had  never 
before  heard  attributed  to  him.  He  hoped, 
however,  now  that  the  wishes  of  the  House 
were  known  upon  the  -subject,  that  there 
would  be  no  necessity  for  any  more  eulo- 
gies upon  the  great  services  and  great  ta- 
lents of  Mr.  Fini^erty. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  said,  in  explanation, 
that  in  what  he  had  said  of  Mr.  Finnerty, 
he  did  not  affect  to  pass  any  eulogy  upon 
him.  He  had  merely  stated,  what  he  un- 
derstood to  be  facts;  and  if  these  facts 
were  of  a  nature  so  praise-worthy  as  to 
amount  in  effect  to  an  eulogy,  he  did  not 
see  why  the  statement  of  them  should 
have  been  so  offensive  to  the  Honourable 
Gentleman's  delicacy.  He  might,  how- 
ever, call  it  «ulogy  if  he  pleased;  but 
while  it  was  true,  he  (Mr.  Hutchinson) 
should  not  be  ashamed  of  it,  if  Mr.  Fin-k 
nerty  deserved  it.  He  (Mr.  H.)  did  not 
think  it  ought  to  be  withheld  from  him 
merely  because  he  happened  to  be  at  that 
time  an  unfortunate  prisoner,  pining  in  a 
cell.  His  motive  in  saying  what  he  had 
of  Mr.  Finnerty  was  to  do  away  that  pre- 
judice which  he  feared  had  been  but  too 
active  against  him  in  this  country,  and 
which  was,  perhaps,  in  part  the  cause  of 
the  oppressions  under  which  he  now  la- 
boured, and  which  it  would  be  to  the  dis- 
grace of  that  House  to  have  heard,  and 
not  remedied. 

Mr.  C.  Adams,  in  explanation,  said, 
that  he  did  not  doubt  the  statement  made 
by  the  Honourable  Gentleman;  but  had 
said  only  that  he  had  attributed  to  Mr. 
Finnerty  qualities  by  which  he  had  never 
before  heard  of  his  being  distinguished. 

Mr.  Babington  explained. 

Mr.  BitouGHAM  agreed  with  the  Noble 
Lord  who  had  expressed  himself  so  hand- 
somely on  this  question,  that  this  was  an 
application  for  justice,   not  indulgence. 
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He  wished  to  set  thfe  Right  Honourable 
Secretary  right  as  to  one  point — lie  was 
present  when  the  sentence  was  passed  on 
Mr.  Finnerty,  and  the  jail  then  mentioned, 
he  perfectly  recollected,  was  the  Castle  of 
Lincoln,  He  contended  that  the  state- 
ment in  the  Petition  amounted  to  an  alle- 
gation of  solitary  contineinent.  A  Learn- 
ed Friend  of  his  had  applied  for  admission 
—•lie  at  first  got  a  flat  refusal,  but  on  his 
pressing  his  right  of  access,  he  was  told 
that  Mr.  Finnerty  did  not  wish  to  see  any 
body.  This  evasion  would  not  serve — his 
friend  insisted  upon  Yes  or  No,  and  inti- 
midated them  into  their  duty.  The 
Learned  Gentleman  then  proceeded  to 
comment  upon  the  great  hardship  and  in- 
justice of  lodging  in  the  hands  of  a  Gaoler 
a  power  he  may  so  easily  pervert  to  sa- 
tisfy the  mean  purposes  of  private  pique. 
He  insisted  that  the  allegations  of  Mr. 
Finnerty  respecting  the  dampness  and  noi- 
some smell  of  the  room  were  perfectly 
Correct.  Let  the  Magistrates  or  Gaoler 
who  doubt  them  be  treated  with  a  night 
or  two's  lodging  in  the  same  apartment, 
and  j>erhaps  they  might  be  then  better 
disposed  to  agree  with  him.  A  common 
sewer  passed  through  the  middle  of  the 
room  immediately  under  the  flooringjand 
emitted  a  most  noisome  effluvia. 

Sir  Francis  Bukdett  said,  he  now  re- 
collected another  friend  of  his  who  had 
called,  and  had  been  refused  access  to 
Mr.  Finnerty.  He  was  however  admitted 
to  him  at  a  subsequent  period  ;  and  so 
dark  was  the  room  in  raid-day,  that  Mr. 
Finnerty  was  obliged  to  read  the  letter  he 
brought  him  at  the  grate  by  the  light  of 
the  fire, 

Mr.  Ryder  repeated  what  he  before 
said  as  to  the  advice  he  should  give  for 
the  redress  of  Mr.  Finnerty,  stating  at  the 
same  time,  that  he  had  understood  that 
the,  persons  charged  with  the  custody  of 
the  Gaol  of  Lincoln,  had  in  general  dis- 
charged their  duty  with  fidelity  and  atten- 
tion to  the  general  accommodation  of  the 
prisoners. 

The  Petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 
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Nation  knows  now,  by  experience,  that  the 
Marshal  General  Was  not  mistaken  in  the  na.» 
ture  and  extent  of  the  evils  with  which 
she  was  threatened,  nor  less  of  the  only 
means  of  cautioning  against,  or  of  slopping 
its  effects;  which  were,  and  are  still,  a^ 
firm  resolution  of  resisting;  removing  and 
concealing  all  goods  and  effects  that  may 
contribute  to  the  subsistence  of  the  enemy, 
or  facilitate  their  progress. — Near  four 
years  have.elapsed,  since  the  tyrant  of  Eui., 
rope  invaded,  with  a  powerful  army,  th^ 
kingdom  of  Portugal ;  that  invasion  had 
for  its  motives>— not  personal  defence,— 
not  to  avenge  insults,  or  injuries,  that  the 
benevolent  Sovereign  of  this  kingdom 
might  have  ofiered  to  him ; — not,  lastly^- 
for  an  ambitious  desire  of  augmenting  hi».-; 
political  power  ;  for  the  Portuguese  Go*^;^ 
vernment  had,  without  resistance,  conde-^*^ 
scended  to  comply  with  all  demands  of  i 
the  tyrant ; — No,  his  object  was  an  insa- 
tiable desire  of  booty,  and  of  disturbing 
the  tranquillity,  and  of  carrying  off  the" 
riches  of  a  nation,  which  enjoyed  thife 
sweets  of  peace  for  nearly  half  a  century. 
—The  same  \vishes  occasioned,  in  the 
year  1809,  the  invasion  of  the  Northern 
Provinces  of  Portugal;  and  the  inclina- 
tion to  pillage  and  theft  occasioned  that  oF 
the  year  ISIO,  which  happily  has  been 
just  now  frustrated;  and  the  Marshal  Ge- 
neral appeals  to  the  experience  of  those 
who  have  witnessed  the  three  invasions, 
who  may  testify,  whether,  during  those 
invasions,  the  conduct  of  the  Fjench  army 
has  been  other  than  seizing,  plundering, 
and  perpetrating  every  kind  of  outragd,  . 
that  their  barbarous  and  atrocious  dispo- 
sition could  suggest  to  them  ;  and  whether, 
from  the  General  to  the  private,  they  were 
not  delighted  in  the  practice  of  such  ex- 
cesses.— Those  countries  that  diil  submit 
themselves  to  the  tyranny,  had  not  a  bet- 
ter fate  than  those  which  resisted ;  the  in- 
habitants lost  all  their  goods,  their  families 
were  dishonoured,  their  laws  trampled 
upon,  their  religion  banished,  and  above 
all,  they  were  deprived  of  that  honour, 
that  manly  resistance  to  the  oppression, 
against  which  all  the  inhabitants  of  Portu- 
gal have  given  so  singular  and  happy  in- 
itances. — ^The  Marshal  General,  at  the 
same  time  that  he  announces  the  result  of 
the  last  invasion,  thinks  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
remind  the  inhabitants  of  Portugal,  that 
notwithstanding  the  danger  which  threat»^^-  ■ 
ened  them  is  removed,  it  has  not  entirely 
disappeared.— The  Portuguese  nation  has 
yet  riches,  which  the  tyrant  will  strive  in 
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plunder:  she  is  happy  under  the  mode- 
rate government  of  her  benign  Sovereign, 
and  this  is  enough  for  the  tyrant  to  endea- 
vour to  destroy  her  happiness  :  she.  has 
successfully  resisted,  and,  of  course,  he 
will  not  leave  any  thing  undone  that  can 
be  done  to  subject  her  to  his  iron  yoke. — 
The  nation  must  not  slacken  in  their  pre- 
parations for  a  Brra  and  decided  resistance. 
Every  individual  capable  of  taking  arms 
ipust  learn  their  use,  and  those  who,  on  ac- 
count of  their  age  or  sex,  cannot  take  arms, 
must  have  previously  fixed  on  a  spot,  the 
jjiost  concealed,  and  of  the  greatest  secu- 
rity, to  retire  to ;  adopting  at  the  same 
time  the  necessary  arrangements  to  shelter 
themselves  in  it,  whenever  the  dangerous 
moment  approaches. — The  effects  of  value, 
which  tempt  the  avarice  of  the  Tyrant 
and  his  Satellites,  and  vphich  are  the  ob- 
ject of  their  invasion,  must  be  previously 
buried;  each  individual  concealing  theirs, 
and  not  trusting  the  secret  to  the  weakness 
of  those  who  have  no  interest  in  keeping 
it.— They  must  take  proper  measures  to 
conceal  or  destroy  the  provisions,  which 
they  cannot  transport  to  places  of  security ; 
as  well  as  every  thing  which  may  contri- 
bute to  facilitate  the  progress  of  the  ene- 
my ;  because  it  is  notorious,  that  the  ene- 
my's troops  seize  upon  every  thing  they 
find,  and  leave  nothing  to  the  lawful 
owner. — Should  these  measures  be  adopt- 
ed, however  superior  the  numbers  of  the 
enemy's  forces  may  be,  that  the  desire  of 
plunder  and  of  vengeance  may  induce  the 
Tyrant  to  send  to  invade  anew  this  coun- 
try, the  result  shall  be  certain;  and  the 
independence  of  Portugal  and  the  happi- 
ness of  its  inhabitants  shall  be  firmly  es- 
tablished, with  eternal  honour  to  the  pre- 
sent generation. 

Wellington. 
Head  Quarters,  10th  April^  1811. 


The  period  of  time  which  has  already 
elapsed  during  the  stay  of  the  enemy  on 
the  frontiers  of  Portugal,  has  happily  fur- 
nished the  Portuguese  Nation  with  an  ex- 
periment of  what  they  are  to  expect  from 
the  French.— The  inhabitants  of  some 
towns  had  remained  in  them,  trusting  to 
the  promises  of  the  enemy,  and  vainly 
persuaded  that,  treating  the  enemies  of 
their  country  in  an  amicable  manner, 
could  thus  conciliate  and  reduce  the  ene- 
my to  act  towards  them  with  sentiments 
of  humanity,  and  a  clement  behaviour, — 
that  their  goods  should  be  respected — 


their  women  protected  froip  a  brutal  vio- 
lation, and  their  lives  secured. -r-Vaia 
hopes !  the  inhabitants  of  those  resigned 
towns  have  sufiered  all  the  evils  that  a 
cruel  enemy  could  inflict;  their  goods  havQ 
been  plundered  ;  their  houses- and  furni- 
\\xre  burnt;  their  women  atrociously  vl0'»: 
lated  5  and  the  unhappy  iribabitants,  whoa*^ 
age  or  sex  did  not  pi  ovoke  the  brutal  vio-r 
fence  of  j.he  soldiery,  have  fallen  victim* 
to  the  imprudent  confidence  placed  in  lbs 
promises,  which  hail  only  been  made  ta 
be  forfeited.^Thvj  Portuguese  now  ^ee 
that  they  have  no  other  remedy  to  avoid 
the  evils  with  which  they  are  threatened* 
but  a  determined  and  vigorous  resistance, 
and  a  firm  determination  of  obstructing* 
as  much  as  possible,  the  progress  of  the 
enemy  into  the  interior  of  the  kingdom, 
removing  from  their  reach  every  thing  of 
value,  or  that  may  contribute  to  their  sub- 
sistence or  facilitate  their  progress.  Thesa 
are  the  only  and  sure  remedies  to  frustrate 
the  evils  with  which  the  people  are  threat* 
ened. — The  army  under  my  command, 
shall  protect  the  greatest  possible  portion 
of  the  country  ;  but  it  is  obvious,  that  the 
people  only  can  deliver  themselves,  by  re- 
sisting the  enemy,  as  well  as  by  saving 
their  goods  by  removing  them  out  of  th« 
reach  of  the  enemy. — ^The  duties,  how- 
ever, which  bind  me  to  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince 
Regent  of  Portugal,  and  to  the  Portuguese 
Nation,  oblige  me  to  make  use  of  the  au- 
thority vested  in  me,  of  forcing  the  weak 
and  indolent  to  endeavour  to  save  them- 
selves from  a  danger,  and  from  the  evils 
which  await  them,  and  to  save  their 
country.  And,  in  consequence,  1  do  de- 
clare and  make  known,  that  all  Magis- 
trates, and  persons  in  authority,  which 
shall- remain  in  iheir  towns  or  villages^ 
after  having  received  orders  from  any- 
military  officer  to  retire  from  the  saro.e 
towns  or  villages;  and  all  persons  of  any 
condition  whatsoever,  who  shall  raaintaiu 
the  least  communication  v.'ith  the  enemVj 
or  aid  or  assist  them  in  any  thing,  shall  bs 
considered  as  traitors  against  the  State* 
and  tried  and  punished  according  to  the 
deserts  of  so  heinous  a  crime. 

Head  Quarters,  August  ihe  4th,  1810^ 
Wellington. 


Almeida, — r-Gen.  Brennier's  Report  to 
his  Excellency  Marshal  Duke  of  Ragusa, 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of  Vor- 
tugal. 

Salamanca,  May  17, 
Almeida,  was  invested  on  the  7tli  of 
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April.  In  consequence  of  the  orders  I 
had  previously  received  from  the  Prince 
of  Neufchatel,  and  the  Duke  of  Istria, 
I  had  prepared  mines  to  blow  up  the  for- 
tifications. I  continued  this  operation 
after  the  place  was  invested,  and  before 
the  end  of  April  there  were  140  cavities 
ready  to  be  charged.  I  thought  that  the 
array,  after  having  rejtfid^  some  days, 
would  make  a  moveaieat  upon  Almeida; 
every  thing  was  ready  to  send  away  the 
artillery  and  ammunition.  During  this 
period  the  cavities  would  have  been 
charged,  and  but  few  days  would  have 
been  necessary  to  have  finished  every 
thing.  I  did  not  expect  the  movement  of 
the  army  till  from  the  10th  to  the  15th  of 
this  month ;  and  in  order  to  afford  me 
time  to  await  till  then,  I  had  established 
an  extremely  rigorous  economy,  which 
I  superintended  myself  with  the  greatest 
severity  ;  by  the  means  I  had  calculated 
that  I  should  have  sufficient  provisions  till 
the  25th,  and  I  was  resolved  myself  to 
prolong  it  by  one  means  or  another  till 
the  1st  of  June. — The  day  after  my  be- 
ing invested,  I  was  closely  pressed  at  all 
points  in  a  severe  manner,  every  day  the 
sharpshooters  fired  upon  ray  cattle,  and 
forced  it  into  the  garrison — I  then  deter- 
mined to  salt  part  of  it. — Persuaded  that 
the  enemy  could  not  have  brought  with 
him  besieging  artillery,  I  thought  that, 
knowing  the  weakness  of  my  garrison, 
he  might  attempt  some  coup  de  main.  In 
concert  therefore,  with  the  commandants 
of  the  engineers  and  artillery,  I  adopted 
all  possible  dispositions  to  repulse  him; 
all  tJie  flanks  of  the  bastions  were 
strengthened  by  cannon  loaded  with  grape 
shot ;  hatchets,  axes,  were  placed  on  each 
bastion;  />OM/re  (large  bullets)  were  ranged 
along  the  parapet  ;  loaded  howitzers  and 
grenades  were  placed  within  reach,  as 
well  as  red-hot  balls,  and  torches  to  light 
the  ditches  ;  I  made  the  troops  repeat 
tijeir  manoeuvres,  in  order  to  make  them 
acquainted  with  the  point  of  alarm  night 
and  day. — On  the  15th  I  was  summoned 
to  surrender  by  Major  General  Camp- 
bell, who  observed  to  me  that  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  campaign  deprived 
me  of  all  hope  of  being  succoured ;  that 
the  weakness  of  my  garrison  deprived  me 
of  all  the  means  of  defending  myself.  I 
replied  verbally,  that  if  he  thought  my 
garrison  loo  weak  to  defend  ihe  place,  he 
bad  only  to  try  to  take  it,  and  that  I  had 
no  other  answer  to  make.  On  the  17th, 
X<9rd  WeilingtoH  demanded  an  interview 


with  me,  which  I  thought  it  my  duty  u> 
refuse. — I  made  a  sortie  on  the  28th  in  the 
morning,  I  drove  away  the  English  posts, 
we  killed  some,  and  made  four  prisoners. 
I  made  another  sortie  upon  the  Portuguese 
posts,  and  made  three  prisonrrs,  but  I 
never  made  the  attack  on  the  side  by 
which  I  sallied  out  of  the  garrison, — Ore 
the  3d  of  May  I  heard  a  cannonading  and 
firing,  which  announced  to  me  the  ap- 
proach of  the  army  ;  on  the  5th  I  thought 
there  was  a  serious  affair,  and  every  mo- 
ment I  expected  a  communication. — On 
the  7th,  I  received  orders  from  the  Prince 
of  Essling,  by  a  soldier  of  the  6th  light 
infantry,  to  blow  up  the  place,  and  retire 
with  the  garrison  upon  Barba  de  Puerco  ; 
I  immediately  ordered  the  cavities  to  be 
loaded  and  the  artillery  to  be  destroyed  ; 
we  employed  for  this  latter  object  the 
means  we  had  before  tried  upon  an  anserr 
viceable  cannon,  viz.  to  discharge  cannoa 
into  the  mouths  of  the  pieces  ;  by-  this 
means  we  destroyed  cannon,  howitzers, 
and  mortars.  The  cartridges  were  thrown 
into  a  well,  and  into  the  ditches  at  the 
foot  of  ihe  walls  that  were  to  be  blown 
up,  the  balls  were  also  thrown  into  the 
ditches  to  be  buried,  the  carriages  were  in 
part  sawed,  and  the  others  placed  on  the 
parapets  that  were  undermined  ;  in  short 
I  believe  that  no  precautions  to  render  un- 
serviceable all  that  might  be  useful  to  the 
enemy  were  omitted. — And  here  I  ought 
to  return  thanks  to  the  talents  and  acti- 
vity of  the  ofiicers  of  artillery  and  en- 
gineers.— On  the  yth  all  the  cavities  were 
charged,  but  the  works  for  the  destruction 
of  the  artillery  were  not  finished,  and  I 
stayed  one  day  more  in  order  to  leave  no- 
thing to  regret. — On  the  morning  of  the 
10th  I  assembled  the  principal  officers  of 
the  garrison,!  read  them  the  orders  of  the 
Prince  of  Essling,  1  did  not  conceal  that  our 
expedition  was  full  of  difficulty  anddanger, 
that  once  out  of  the  garrison,  the  fire  set  to 
it,  we  should  find  ourselves  obliged  to  cut 
our  way  through  to  rejoin  the  army  in  the 
midst  of  obstacles  of  all  kinds,  or  to  fall 
with  honour ;  that  the  place  once  de- 
stroyed the  intentions  of  his  Majesty 
would  be  perfectly  fulfilled,  that  that  sin- 
gle object  ought  to  animate  us,  that  vv« 
were  Frenchmen,  and  ought  to  prove  to 
the  universe  that  we  were  worthy  of  being 
so — that  if  om"  expedition  succeeded  it 
would  cover  us  with  glory,  whatever  thaf 
effect  might  be  to  us  personally.  All  testi- 
fied the  most  courageous  devotion.  1  then 
informed  them  of  th«  dispositiQnjE  I  had 


15a?] 


JUNE  26,  IBM. —Official  Papers, 


£15!)» 


determined  upon,  as  well  as  ihe  manner  in 
which  I  reckoned  upon  reaching  the  ene- 
my's posts,  and  1  shewed  thera  the  route  I 
meant  to  take.     And  wishing  to  march  in 
two  columns  to  have   less  depth,  and   to 
overthrow  a  larger   front  of  the  enemy, 
which  gave  me   beyond  their  line  more 
latitude  for  my  movements,  I  gave  them 
all     the    necessary     instructions    for   the 
march  of  the  two  columns,  and  as  a  basis, 
I  announced,  that  the  left  column  should 
be  the  column  of  direction;    the  two  elite 
companies  of  the  5th  battalion  of  the  89th 
regiment  were  to  march  at  the  head  of  the 
left  column,  composed  of  the  said  batta- 
lion, to  clear  the  passage  for  the  column 
that  followed  them.     The  two  companies 
of  cannoneers  marched  at  the  head  of  the 
right  hand  column   for  the  same  purpose. 
This  column,  commanded  by  the  Chief  of 
the  Battalion  of  Engineers,  Thruitler,  was 
composed  of  different  detachments  of  the 
<kh  and  8th  corps.   "  The  Sappers  were  to 
remain  in  the  town,  part  to  set  fire  to  the 
train,  another  part  to  hinder  the  inhabi- 
tants from  deranging  our  operations,  and 
to  protect  the  sortie  of  all— they  were  af- 
terwards  to   form    the    rear-guard — they 
Sveie  commanded  by  the  Chief  of  the  Bat- 
talion of  Engineers,  Morlet,  who  remained 
in  the  place  tiil  the  train  had  been  lighted, 
-and  who  was  obliged  to  cut  his  way  a  se- 
cond time  with  hisiappers  through  the  ene- 
my's posts,  which  had  joined  in  our  rear. — I 
placed  the  baggage  at  the  tail  of  each  co- 
lumn. 1  foresaw,  that  in  any  case  it  could 
jiot  follow  us,  and  I  was  not  sorry  to  place 
^it  in  a  way  to  betaken  in  order  to  occupy 
<the  enemy. — After  having  agreed  with  all 
the  officers  about  the  preliminary  details  of 
our  operations,  I  went,  as  usual,  to  walk 
•about  the  town  and  the  ramparts.      1  con- 
versed with"  all  the  soldiers  ;    I  was  ena- 
bled by  an  air  of  security  and  confidence, 
to  remove  from  their  minds  all  doubt  cr 
uneasiness  upon  the  result  of  our  opera- 
tions, and  1  saw  every  body  full  of  confi- 
dence, and  even  enthusiasm — at  night  fall, 
JL  made  all   the  garrison  take  arms  to  pre- 
sent any  one  from  being  absent,  and  to  be 
,|'eady  as  soon  as  all  the  dispositions  were 
completed,  for  we  worked  to  the  moment 
of  our  departure— at  10  o'clock,  all  being 
ready,  I  sent  orders  to  all  the  advanced 
'.posts  of  tfee  half  moon  and  covered  ways, 
to  come  in  the  greatest  silence  within  the 
Barrier  whence  we  were  to  depart.      At 
the  moment  of  beginning  the  movement, 
1  gave,  as  a  watch  word,  Buonaparte  and 
Bayard,  an^  we  ail  set  off  under  the  aus- 


pices of  glory  and  honour. — 1  went  out 
the  last.      I   then  sent  orders  to  the  Chief 
of  Battalion  Morlet,  to  place  the  fire  in  the 
boxes.     It  had  been  agreed  upon  that  thia 
single  order  should  suffice,  because  it  was 
to  be  a  private  signal,  as  soon  as   he  haci 
the   certainty   that   the    lighted    matches 
were  placed,  in  order  that  the  fire  should 
be  set  to  the.  powder  at  the  same  time. 
Every  thing  was  perfectly  well  executed. 
My  two  heads  of  columtls  began  to  be  en- 
gaged with  the  enemy's  posts  at  the  very 
moment  of  the  explosion.      All  were  pe- 
netrated, and  I  continued  my  route  rapidly, 
always  harassed  on  my  rear  and  flanks,  as 
I   had  foreseen. — The  baggage  was  pil- 
laged.     I  would  not   have  any  guide,  be- 
cause he  could  only  shew  me  the  wayfe 
which  I  would  not  take,  and  because   he 
could   only    infuse  uncertainty   it»to  my 
movements  ;  not  being  able  to  find  out  by 
night  the    dilFerent    points   of    direction 
which   I   had  long  studied  by  day,  th« 
moon  served  me  as  a  compass.      The  dif- 
ferent brooks  or  rivers  which  I  crossed, 
and    whose   existence    I    was    acquainted 
with,  also  contributed  to  insure  my  direc- 
tion.    I  was  harassed  as  far  as  Thurone— • 
there  they  abandoned  me — in  fine  at  day- 
break 1   was  between  Villar-de-Cuervas 
and  Barba  de  Puerco.     I  took  my  way  t© 
the  Agueda.      Between  those  two  villages, 
before  I  arrived  on  the  summit,  the  ene- 
my's cavalry  had  reached   my  right,  and 
marched   iri  a   parallel   line  after  me,  to 
stop  me,  or  to  point  out  to  the  troops  that 
were  on  their  march  in  pursuit  of  me,  th« 
route   I   had  taken.      I  saw  on  my   left 
some  elevations  crowned  with  troops.      I 
manoeuvred  to  avoid  them,  and  I  arrived  at 
length  at  a  path  which  led  to  the  bridge  of 
San  Felices. — The  two  columns  which  had 
always  marched  in  sight  and  within  reach 
of  each  other,  arrived  together  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Agueda  in  the  same  order  in 
which  they  had  left  Almeida,     They  had 
always  marched  in  order  in  spite  of  rock*-, 
rivers,  and  precipices. — The  rear-guard  of 
the  Sappers  had  joined  some  moments  be- 
fore the   rear  of  the  left  column.      I  per- 
ceived   some    troops    on   the    other    side, 
which  I  found  by  my  glass  to  be  French, 
and  we  descended  rapidly  to  the   bridge. 
The  enemy  poured   in  on  all  sides;  they 
had   reached   the  rear  of  my  column;    I 
had  the  grief  of  seeing  some  of  my  brave 
comrades  perish.     At  length  General  Re=' 
nier,  commanding  the  second  corps,  sent 
troops  towards  the  bridge  and  protected 
I  our  passage.  He  received  all  the  woBuJed, 
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and  sent  them  to  San  Felices,  where  we 
all  united.  I  lost  in  this  operation  but 
sixty  men,  and  the  whole  garrison  is  ar- 
rived..— I  annex  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Engineers^  and  also  M-  Le- 
chene's,  the  Captain  of  Artille^J^  I  also 
annex  a  plan  of  the  place:  all  marked  in 
bla>ck  shews  the  works  that  were  blown 
up. — (The  Letter  conclmles  with  bestow- 
jing  praises  upon  ditierent  officers.) 

(Signed)         Brenier. 


JBpain.— —  T/i(f  Council  of  Regency  to  the 
Spanish  Nation,  on  the  Anniversary  of 
May  2. 

That  memorable  day,  Spaniards,  on 
which  the  nation  rose  t©  the  Majesty  of 
independence,  from  the  depth  of  servitude 
»nd  dismay,  has  now  come  round  for  the 
third  time.  What  grand,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  mournful  recollections  does  not  its 
Return  excite!— When  Napoleon  was  issu- 
ing from  Bayonne  his  decrees  of  blood — 
when,  madly  impatient,  he  was  accusing 
Murat  of  remissness  for  not  precipitating 
the  means  of  terror — he  did  not  perceive 
that  these  atrocious  counsels,  recoiling 
upon  the  very  iniquity  which  planned 
them,  would  be  destructive  to  their  trea- 
cherous agents;  The  second  of  May 
dawned  ;  the  French  had  fixed  up'on  it  for 
completing  their  murderous  plots;  and  the 
people  of  Madrid,  indignant  at  the  out- 
rages which  thej"^  suffered,  rose  at  once  to 
revenge  them,  or  to  die.  Ill  armed,  with- 
out plan,  without  chiefs,  they  did  not  he- 
titate  a  moment  to  attack  those  veteran 
battalions,  formidable  by  their  arms,  their 
victories,  and  their  union.  The  patriots 
died  fighting  nobly ;  or  they  perished  by 
treachery,  while  thinking  themselves  pro- 
tected by  the  truce  which  disarmed  them. 
JPut  the  blood  which  was  shed  could  not 
be  confined  to  the  Prado  of  the  Capital;  it 
spread  itself  over  the  soil  of  the  Peninsula; 
it  every-where  excited  enthusiasm  ;  and 
ftt  one  and  the  same  time,  and  with  one 
Toice,  the  signal  was  every-where  given 
for  this  rancorous,  sanguinary,  and  deso- 
lating war,  similar  in  all  respects  to  the 
execrable  aggression  which  gave  it  birth. 
—It  was  then  said  by  our  treacherous  ene- 
mies, and  their  unworthy  partizans,"  How 
rash  and  unavailing  your  attempt !  You 
have  neither  arms, magazines,  nor  soldiers; 
your  Generals  and  Officers  want  experi- 


ence and  military  knowledge  ;  your  po-. 
verty  is  great,  your  ignorance  greater ; 
you  must  Jose  every  battle  which  you  ha* 
zard  against  the  most  practised  troops  in 
the  world  ;  the  war  will  disorganize,  will 
ruin  every  thing  ;  and  your  impotent  ef- 
forts, instead  of  saving  that  shadow  of  a 
country  which  you  adore,  will  plunge  it 
in  misery  and  desolation,  and  load  ii  with 
much  heavier  chains  than  those  you  now 
wish  to  escape.^' — Spaniards,  you  rejected 
with  horror  these  vile  suggestions  and  de- 
voted yourselves  to  adversity,  certain  of 
shaking  oft'  ignominy  by  resistance,  and 
of  finally  establishing,  though  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  immense  labours  and  numberless 
exertions,  that  indepeadence  and  happi- 
ness to  which  you  aspire.  True  it  is,  that 
the  stupid  tyranny  to  which  you  were  pre- 
viovisly  subject  had  left  you  without 
mounds  to  oppose  to  the  inundation.  A 
furious  sea  broke  in,  and  covered  with  its 
waves  an  unprotected  country :  but  it 
ipust  one  day  abandon  it  again ;  and  the 
inundation,  though  now  destructive,  (in 
like  manner  as  the  earth  is  fertilised  by 
the  conflagration  of  forests  or  the  ashes  of 
volcanoes)  will  deposit  in  our  soil  all  the 
germs  of  prosperity  and  abundance. — . 
What  combats,  what  vicissitudes,  what  con- 
trariety of  events,  have  you  not  experi- 
enced during  these  three  terrible  years  ! 
Conquerors  at  first,  then  conquered ;  for- 
midable again  by  the  force  which  you  op- 
posed to  your  enemies;  favoured  by  the 
war  of  Austria  against  the  Tyrant,  but  too 
soon  deprived  of  that  powerful  assistance; 
condemned  again  to  experience  all  the 
rigour  of  destiny,  and  reduced  to  extre- 
mity ;  threatened  witth  the  dissolution  of 
empire  by  the  separation  of  some  distant 
provinces  ;  yet  alwaj's  firm,  always  mag- 
nanimous; encountering  adversity  with- 
out being  overcome  by  it ;  forming  new 
establishments  amidst  your  very  ruins, 
and  dismaying  the  enemy  by  your  cease- 
less efforts.— -If  from  this  stormy  and  un- 
certain spectacle  impartial  Europe  and 
posterity  turn  their  eyes  to  your  political 
and  civil  march,  how  much  will  they  see 
to  compensate  for  your  military  misfor- 
tunes !  What  were  you  before  the  second 
of  May  ?  Grief  to  recollect  it,  and  shame 
to  utter  it ! — slaves,  bending  under  the 
yoke  of  tyranny  ;  obeying,  like  a  worth- 
less herd,  the  empire  of  despotism  and  ca- 
price. (To  becontimied.J 
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"  Some  landlords  have  continued  to  grant  leases  ;  and  there  will  still  be  some:  fwmJ  to  do  'rt,for 
/'  a,  year  or  two  ioijger  perhaps.  Habit  is  very  powerful ;  and,  besides,  the  caasa  is  not  well  c-iough 
**  understo.id  to  pveverit  n.il  landlords  f'rom  believing,  that  a  rood  ssvingii)f  .idd'tion  to  the  old  rent  wili 
■**  sechre  them  fot  the  next  14  or  91  rears.  Bnf,  'if  Hie  f)reseiit  system  of  finance  be  purssmd,  this 
"  purblind  stste  vpill  soon  jro  off:  the  consequences  of  letting  leases  will  become  visible  to  the  dullest 
"  eyes;  and,  then,  as  Mr:  Kent,  li)e  Surveyur,  says,  tiie  iaru'Iord  wilj,  inde.'d,  as  iou'.i  alienate  fhe  fee 
"  simple  ■  f  iiii  estate  ai  demise  it  for  a.  term  of  years." Pot'iTicAi.  Regtstc:i:,  23th  tebruary,  IS05. 


4*^ 


TO  THE  READERS. 
The  next  Number  of  the  Register  will 
be  published  ■  next  SATunDAY,  and,  after 
tliat^  the  publication  will  be.  continued  on 
the  Saiurday,  as  formerly,  and  not  on 
the  Wednesday  any  more. 

SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

IV'apoleon'sSpeech. The  Speech  of 

the  Einp(^ror  of  France  to  the  National 
Council  ha?  excited  that  degree  of  pub- 
lic attention,  which  a  set  speech  from  a 
Jjerson  of  such  power  niust  naturally  ex- 
cite, especially  whenj  in  part  at  least 
it  relates  to  ourselves  and  to  that  ob- 
ject more  particularly,  in  which  we  all 
now  feel  the  most  direct  interest.  I  al- 
lude to  what  he  says  of  the  war  in  the- 
Southern  Peninsula,  of  which  he  speaks  in 
a  tone  that  seems  not  to  have  been  antici- 
pated by  inajny  of  our  writing  or  speech - 

making    politicians. ^-Tbe    words    are 

these  : "  The   English    bring    ail   the 

"  passions  into  play.     One  time  they  sup- 
"  pose  France  to  have  all  tli^  desitrns  that 
"  coold    alarm    other     Powers,     designs 
"  which  she  could    have   put  into  execu- 
"  tion  if  they  had  entered  into  her  policy. 
"  At  another  time   they  mate  an   appeal,  i 
"  to  the  pride  of  nations    in  order  to  ex-  j 
"  cite   their  jealousy.     The.}'  lay  hold  of  j 
"  all  circumstances  which  arise  pot  of  Ihe  j 
"  unexpected  events  of  the  times  in '.vKich  | 
"  we  live.     It   is  war  over  every  part  of 
*'  the  Continent  that  can  al':«ne  ens'ire  their 
"  prosperity.     I  wish  for  nothing  that  is 
*'  not  in  the  treaties    which    I  have   con- 
"  eluded.     I  will  ncTer  sacrifice  the  blood 
"  of  n:y  people  to  interests  that  are  not 
"  immediately  the  interests  of  my  Empire. 
"  I  flatter  myself  that  the  peace  wf  the 
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"  Continent  will  not  be  disturbed.  The 
''  King  of  Spain  is  come  to  assist  at  this 
"  last  solemnity.  I  have  given  him  all 
"  that  v.'as  necessary  .and  proper  to  unite 
''  the  interests  and  he?rts  of  the  different 
"  people  of  his  provinces.  Since  1805, 
"  the  greater  part  of  the  sM;nng  places  in 
"  Spain  have  been  taken  after  nVemorable 
"  sieges.  The  insurgents  have  been  beat 
"  in  a  great  number  of  pitched  battles. 
"  England  has  felt  that  this  war  was  ap- 
"  proathing  its  (erminption,  and  that'  iii- 
"  trigues  and  gold  we:e  no  longer  suffi- 
*'  cient  to  nourish  it.  She  found  herself, 
"  therefore,  obliged  to  change  the  nuture 
"  of  it,  and  from  an  aicxiliary  she  has  be- 
"  came  aprincJpcd.  All  she. has  of  troop's 
"  of  the  liiie  have  been  sent  inU>  the 
"  Peninsula.  England,  Sbotland,  aiid  I're- 
"  land  are  drained.  English  blood'  h'as 
"  at  length  flowed  in  torrents,  in  seve-fal 
"  actions    glorious  to   the   French  arms. 


*■'  This  conflict  against  Carthajje,  win'rh 
"seemed  as  if  it.  would  be  decided  hV  fields 
'f  of  battle,  on  the  ocean,  or  beyond  (hie 
"sea's,  will  henceforth  bfe  decided  in'th'p 
"  plains  of  Spain  !  W-licn  England  s^hall 
"  be  exhausted — when  she  shall  at  last 
"  have  feit  the  evils  which  for  "twenty 
"  years  she  has  with  so  much  cruelty 
"  poiirrd  upon  the  Continent^ — when  half 
"her  fnmiJjes  shall  be' in  mourning-  — 
'"  then  shall  a  peal  of  thunder  puf.  an  ena 
"  to  the  affairs  of  iho  "Pcninsiifa,  the  des- 
"tinies  of  her  armifs,  and  avenge  Europe 
"  cind  A^iaby  finishing  this' second  Punic 

"war."-- There  is,,   as    the  reader  will 

perceive,  a  passage  "/e/V  out  here,  and, 
as  I  cannot  get  iat-  the  orfgfn'a!,  I  sup?- 
pose  this  passage  mu;t  have  contain- 
ed something  ca!cL'Iaj.ed  fo  oflond  sopie 
person    in  power    here,  or,  perhaps,  tjie" 
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whole  adrainistration,  or  government ;  it 
must,  I  suppose,  have  contained  something 
libellous,  but,  the  reader  will  please  to 
bear  in  mind,  that  the  passage  might  have 
"been  very  true  for  all  that,  because,  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  libel,  in  this  country, 
truth  may  be  a  libel ;  tnit/t  may  be  a  cri- 
minal libel ;  to  write  or  publish  truth  may 
be  a  crime,  and  a  crime,  too,  for  which  a 
man  may  suffer  years  of  imprisonment  and^ 

heavy  fines  and  bails Aye,  aye  ;  this 

is  even  so  j  there  is  no  denying  it;  and, 
therefore,  because  this  part  of  Napolecih's 
Speech  is  suppressed,  let  us  not  conclude 
that  it  contaifiied  any  falsehood  :  najs  let 
■us  rather  suppose,  that  it  contained  some 
striking  but  disagreeable  truth,  for  such  are, 
of  all  others,  the  most  odious  publications. 

Noxv,  as   to  what  those  who  publish 

in  England  have  thought  safe  to  give  to 
their  readers,  the  part  that  most  interests 
us  is  that  which  relates  to  the  war  in  Spain 
and  Portugal,  which  war  many,  in  this 
country,  looked  upon  as  touching  its  close. 
— — We  are  not  to  place  implicit  reliance 
on  what  Napoleon  says  :  we  are  not  to  be- 
lieve that  he  will  act  ihus,  or  thus,  merely 
because  he  says  he  will  :  we  are  to  make 
allowances  for  big  talk  ;  but,  with  all  due 
caution  and  all  due  allowances  made,  I 
cannot  help  considering  this  part  of  his 
speech  pretty  fully  descriptive  of  his  de- 
signs and  bis  expectations ;  and  as  I  so 
•eldom  have  seen  his  designs  and  expecta- 
tions thwarted  and  disappointed,  I  cannot 
say,  that  I  am  disposed  to  join  with  my 
brother  Journalists  in  htugidng  at  this 
speech,  in  which  we  are,  indeed,  told  by 
Napoleon  little  more,  about  the  war  in 
Spain  and  Portugal,  than  I  had  said  before. 
— — He  says,  that  England  could  not  get 
on  longer  with  the  war  without  becoming 
z-prindpal'm  it,  which  is  very  true;  and, 
from  the  moment  she  did  become  a  prin- 
cipal, it  was  evident,  that,  if  she  failed  at 
last,  that  failure  would  be  much  more  fatal 
to  her  than  it  could  have  been,  if  she  had 
not  become  a  principal.  As  long  as  she 
was  able  to  move  the  Spaniards  and  Por- 
tuguese by  mere  pecuniary  aids,  the  war 
was,  in  fact,  theirs  ;  but,  when  we  began 
to  send  armies,  and  to  take  Portuguese  into 
our  pay  ;  then  the  war  became  oMr«. — — 
To  exhaust  England  rau?t  necessarily  bean 
object  of  the  very  f^rst  importance  to  Na- 
poleon ;  and  how  could  he  possibly  efiect 
this  object  by  any  means  so  sure  as  in- 
ducing us  to  make  war  with  him  in  Spain 

-and    I'ortugal  ? If  this  war  end  unfa- 

cvonfiabMif^^Iji  jje  the  most  fatal  way  in 


which  we  were  ever  engaged.  It  will  be 
the  last  blow  previous  to  the  attempt  upon 
this  kingdom  itself. — ■ — We  are  now  send- 
ing out  of  this  kingdom  wiera  and  horses  and 
food  and  raiment  to  an  astonishing  amount. 
We  have  been  at  this  work  for  nearly 
three  years  ;  and,  if  we  follow  it  for  two 
or  three  longer,  it  is  impossible  that  the 
"consequences  should  not  be  dreadful. 
The  able  men  of  the  country  are  drawn 
away  j  boys  are  now  enlisted  for  the  ser- 
vice ;  the  country  is  drained  of  all  that  is 
most  precious  to  it;  and  if  this  drain  should 
continue  for  another  year  or  two,  and  if 
we  should  fail  even  then,  the  consequence 
must  naturally  be  a  state  of  debilityand 
discouragement,  after  v^'hich  it  would  be 
extremely  difficult  to  revive  the  people, 
and  after  which,  perhaps,  it  would  be 
impossible  ever  again  to  screw  them  up  to 

any  great   exertion. The  idea   is,  and 

long  has  been,  that  we  are  fighting  the 
battles  of  England  and  Ireland  in  Portugal 
and  Spain ;  and  the  Peninsula  has  been 
called  the  "  outworks  of  Ireland."  I  never 
liked  this  idea.  It  has  always  had  some- 
thing very  frightful  in  it  to  me;  for,  when 
the  outivorks  are  taken,  we  know  that  the 
town  seldom  holds  out  long ;  and,  it  has 
always  appeared  to  me  impossible,  that 
these  outworks  should  be  defended  for  any 
length  of  time. 


Paper 

HOPE.  — 


AGAINST  Gold. — 
- 1   have   broken 


— Lord  Stan- 
ofF  from  the 
above  subject  to  come  to  one  of  more  im- 
portance than  that  and  all  other  political 
subjects  put  together  ;  that  stibject,  which 
I  have  before  called  the  Alpha  and  Omega 
of  politics,  in  this  country ;  that  thing 
upon  which  all  other  things  depend.- 
In  the  House  of  Lords,  on  Thursday,  the 
27th  instant.  Loud  fc-XANHopE  brought  in  a 
Bill  for  "  preventing  guineas,  half  gui- 
"  neas,  and  seven  shilling  pieces,  from 
"  being  taken  for  viore  than  2\s.-—\0s.Qd. 
"  and  Is.  respectively,  and  for  preventing 
"  Bank  Notes  from  being  taken  for  less 
"  than  the  sums  expressed  in  them."  Of 
this  Bill  he  is  reported  to  have  moved  the 
first  reading,  upon  which  a  debate  ensued. 

But,  this  debate  I  must  insert  as  I 

find  it  reported  in  the  Morning  Chronicle. 
I  declare  this  debate  to  be  immortal.  No 
human  being  ever  heard  the  like  of  it. 
After  lifting  up  ray  hands  and  eyes  in  ad- 
miration at  its  contents,  I  have  looked  at 
it  again,  lifted  up  my  hands  and  eyes 
again,  then  looked  at  it  again,  and  even 
now,  iu  sending  it  ofl'  to  the  press,  I  taker 


1005]  JUNE  2!),  1811.— 

one  more  look,  lest  my  eyes  should  have 
deceived  me. — —Well,  reader,  take  you 
a  look  at  it,  and  when  you  have  so  done, 
pray  hear  a  few  observations  that  1  have 
to  offer  upon  it. — — "  Earl  Stanhope  on 
"  introducing  the  Bill,  of  which  he  had 
"  given  notice,  regretted  that  the  subject 
*'  had  not  been  taken  up  by  Government, 
"  as  he  conceived  it  to  be  of  the  greatest 
'' importance.  An  individual  possessed 
"  of  large  landed  property  had  given  no- 
"  tice  to  his  tenants  that  they  must  at  this 
"  Midsummer,  pay  their  rents  in  gold, 
"  which  was  accompanied  by  an  intima- 
•'  tion  that  if  they  tendered  Bank  notes, 
"  such  notes  would  only  be  taken  in  pay- 
*'  nient  at  the  rate  of  lbs.  in  the  pound. — 
"  For  the  dreadful  oppression  upon  the 
*'  tenantry  of  the"^  country  to  which  the 
*•  adoption  of  such  a  system  would  lead, 
'**lt  was  -absolutely  necessary  to  provide 
**'Some  legislative  remedy.  Supposieg  a 
"  tenant  to  owe  400/.  for  rent,  he  would 
"  thus  be  called  upon  to  pay  500/.  instead 
"  of  four,  and  the  consequences  might 
"  spread  still  further  j  supposing  a  banker 
"  to  owe  400,000/.  to  those  who  had  de- 
"  posited  money  with  him,  how  was  he  to 
"  stand  if  he  was  to  be  called  upon  to  pay 
"  500,000/.  He  had  consulted  both  bankers 
"  and  professional  men  of  the  laiv,  as  to  the 
"  remedy  which  he  propo!^ed,  and  ikei/ 
"  were  all  of  opinion  that  it  ivas  the  ri^'it  re- 
"  mtdt/.  The  remedy  was  simple,  it  was 
"  merely  to  render  it  illegal  to  receive 
"  gold  ■  coin  for  more  than  their  mint 
*'  value,  or  to  receive  bank  notes  for  less 
"  than  the  amount  expressed  in  them. 
"  This  would  prevent  the  evil  which  must 
*'  otherwise  arise  from  the  act  of  injustice 
"  to  which  he  had  alluded,  and  which 
"  must  be  aggravated  in  a  siiil  greater 
♦'  degree  if  the  example  of  injustice  thus 
"  set  should  be  followed  by  others.  There- 
"  fore,  however  late  the  period  of  the  ses- 
"  sion,  he  thought  it  absolutely  necessary 
*•  that  some  step  to  remedy  the  evil  should 
"■  be  taken  now,  as  when  Parliament  Diet 
"  again  it  might  be  too  late.  It  was  also 
*'  a  serious  consideration  how  far  the  Bank 
"  of  England  might  be  affected  by  the 
"  adoption  of  a  system  similar  to  the  con- 
"  duct  of  the  individual  alluded  to  ;  and 
"  it  was  incumbent  on  the  Grivernment  to 
"  look  anxiously  to  this  point.  He  con- 
"  sidered  the  Bank  of  England  as  the  bot- 
"  torn  plank  of  the  ship  of  England,  v.'i)ich 
*' if  once  bored  through,  the  ship  itself 
"  was  placed  in  a  situation  of  the  greatest 
*^  danger.— His  Lordship  then  ■alluded  to 
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"  some  reports  respecting  him,  which  had 
"  got  abroad,  and  which  were  utterly  fahse  J 
"  and  after  stating  that  he  was  solely  ac- 
"  tuated  jn  the  measure  he  now  proposed 
"  by  public  motives,  concluded  by  present- 
"  ing  a  Bill  for  preventing  Guineas,  Half 
"  Guineas,  and  JSeven  Shilling  Pieces,  from 
"  being  taken  for  more  than  2 Is. —  10s.  Sc/, 
"  — and  7*.  respectively,  and  for  prevent- 
"  ing  Bank  Notes  from  being  taken  for  less 
"  than   the   sums  expressed   in  them,  of 

"  which  he  moved   the  first  reading. 

"  The  Earl  of  Liverpool  was  perfectK- 
"  convinced  that  the  Noble  Earl   was  ac- 
"  tuated  by  the  best  motives  in  bringing 
"  forward  this  Bill,  and  so  far  as  he  had 
"  time  to  consider  the  measure,  he  thought 
"  it  the  best  remedy  for  the  grievance 
'•'  complained  of,  if  any  remedy  were  now, 
"or  should    be   necessary.     Rethought, 
"  however,  that  it  was  unnecessary  at  the 
"  present  moment  to  make  any  legislative 
"  provision  upon  this  subject,  particularly' 
'•  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  when 
'*  so  many  persons  were  absent,  not  ex- 
"  pecting  any  thing  of  importance  to  com& 
"  on.     He  admitted,  that  if  it  was  abso- 
"  lately  necessary  to  make   a  legislative 
"  provision  with   reference  to  this  object, 
"  that  they  must  proceed  in  it,  however 
"  late  the  period  of  the  session,  and  what- 
'*  ever  might  be  the  inconvenience.     He 
"  was  aware  of  the  case  to  which  the  No» 
"  b!e  Earl  alluded,  and  knew  that  the  nc^« 
"  fcice  had  been  given  bj^  the  individual 
"  referred   to,  to   his  tenants,  to   pay  in 
"  gold,  and  that  it  was  accompanied,  not 
"  merely  by   an  intimation,  but  by  a  no- 
"  tice,  that  if  Bank  Notes  were  tendered, 
"  they  would  only  be  taken  in  payment 
"  at  a  depreciated  rate.     He  was  of  opi- 
"  nion,   however,   that   this  example  would 
"  not  befolloived,   nor  did    he  thiitk  that  the 
"  individual  alluded  to  would  persist  in   the 
"  demands  he  had  made.     It  ^ras  under  this 
"  impression,  that  he  thought   a  sufficient 
"  case  had  not  been  made  out  for  legisla^ 
"  tive   interference.     They    might  be  re- 
"  duced  to   adopt  the   remedy   now  pro- 
"  posed;    but  he  thought,  as  there   was 
"  only  the  instance  of  the  conduct  of  ona 
"  individual,  which,   he   was  of  opinion, 
'•'  would    not  be  persisted  in,   that   there 
"  was  not  sufficient  ground  for  Parliament 
''  to   make   a    legislative    enactment.     It 
"  was  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  he 
"  intended,  on  the  motion  for  the  second 
''  reading  of  the  bill,  to  move  to  postpone 

"  it  toR  three   months. Thk    \  a..l  of 

"  Laubhrdalb  thought  it  was  incumoer.t 
3  G  £  . 
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"on  tiie  Gt>vernmenl  to  shew  that  the  sub- 
ejects  of  the  country  were  protected  from 
"  injustice  by  the  laws,  ?i.nd  that  they 
*'  were  not  left  for  protection  to  the  dis- 
•' cretion  and  caprice  of  individuals.  He 
'^  had  stated  some  time  since  a  similar 
**  instance  in  Ireh^.nd,  where  a  landlord 
'?  h:>d  demanded  his  rents  in  gold — and  as 
"  soon  afferwards  as  the  post  could  bring 
*'  them,  he  received  several  anonymous 
"  letters,  stating  several  ctlier  instances  in 
"  which  a  similar  demand  had  been  made. 

»f "  The  Earl  of  Limeuick  observed, 

"  that  what  had  been  stated  by  the  Noble 
"  Lord  (Laudrrdale)  did  not  apply  to  the 
*'  South  of  Ireland',  as  there  was  not  any 
"  instance  in  that  partof  the  country  of  a 
"landlord  making  such  a  demand. 
'/  The  Eakl  of  Lauderdale,  in  explana- 
'.'  tion,   said-,  he   had  not    alluded   to    the 

"  South   but  to    the  .North  of  Ireland. 

"  The  Eahl  of  Clancarty  was  anxious  to 
"  know  what  part  of  the  North  of  Ireland, 
"  Its  in  the  province  of  Ulster  Bank  notes 
"  were  refused  to  be  taken  as  early  as  tlie 
**  passing  of  the  Bank  Restriction  Bill; 
"  and  as  they  came  gradually  into  the  cir- 
"  culation  they  were  taken  in  payment  in 
*'  many  instances  at    a  discount,  but   that 

"  praciice  was  rapidly  declining. The 

"  Earl  of  Lauderdale  was  aware  of  the 
"  practice  to  which  tire  Noble  Lord  al- 
*'  ludfcd,  but  he  also  knew  ari  instance, 
'"whieli  he  had  formerly  stated,  where  a 
*'  landlord  cailed  u_ix>a  his  tenants- to  pay 
"in  gold,  and  the  latter  having  represeai- 
«''  edto  the  stevryrd  th>j  iiapossibility  of 
"  procuring  gold,  they  we^e  each  told  thai 
"there  were  100  guineas  at  a  cauudier's 
**  shop  in  the  neighbourhood,  which  might  . 
"  be  purchased  ;■  and  ii-  was  a  faet,^  that 
*'  with  those  100  guineas^  passing  from  oiie 
"  to  another,  a  rent  of  7,000/,  was  aciaally 

*'  paid. -The  Eaul  of  GLANCAiixy  vvsfs 

"  very  desirous  of  knowing  whothe  papiy 
"  was  tbi^whom  tuis  circumstance  reierrerj. 
"His  Lordsiiip  then  observed  up6n  the. 
"  l}!ack  7?Mlignuy  which  nuist  have  cicitifited 
^'the  indhidufd  who  had  been  referred  to 
■'/"  in  the  early  part  of  the  debate, as  having 
*'  demanded  payment  of  his  rents  in  gold, 
f  or  that  he  would  only   take  Bank  notes 

"  at  a  depreciated  ratei-^ The  Eaiil  of 

"  Laudekdale  objected  strongly  to  the 
*'  terras  black  ■nialignit)'-,  contending  that 
"  the  Noble  Lord  alluded  to  might  have 
*«  been  actuated  by  the  purest  patriotism, 
"  in  determining  to  force  upon  the  go- 
*'  vernment  the  consideration  of  the  sitna- 
"  tion  of  the  country ,.lo  which  his   Majes- 
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ty's  Ministers  seem  determined  to  shut 

their  eyes. Earl  Grosvenor  said  a 

few  words,  declining  then  to  enter  into 
the  discussion,  which  would  come  more 
regularly  on  the  question  on   the  second 

reading, The  Lord  Chancellor  was 

of  opinion,  that  from  all  they  had  heard, 
there  was  little  danger  of  the  example 
alluded  to  being  followed  by  others.  He 
was,  however,  at  a  los^  to  conceive  what 
pure  patriotism  there  could  be  in  the 
conduct  of  the  individual  who  had  been 
alluded  to.  Supposing  he  owed  of.  100 
to  his  coach-maker,  who  was  also 
his  tenant,  from  whom  he  was  to 
receive  £.  100  for  rent,  and  he  was  to 
pay  the  debt  o^  £.  100  on  the  Alonday, 
and  tell  the  coach-maker  that  he  would 
only  receive  in  payment  ofthe  rent  on  the 
Tuesday,  Bank-notes  at  a  depreciated 
rate,  and  that  therefore  he  must  have 
o£.  120  in  Bank-notes  for  his  o£.  100  rent, 
where  would  be  the  pure  patriotism  (^i 
all  this  ?— — The  Earl  of  Lauderdale 
said,  he  had  been  misunderstood  by  the 
Noble  and  Learned  Lord  ;  he  only 
meant  to  say  that  there  might  be  pure 
patriotism  in  an  individual  forcing  ibis 
subject  upon  the  attention  of  the-  Go- 
verninent,  who  seemed  determined  to  be 
blind  to  the  real  situation  of.the  country. 
As  to  the  supposition  of  the  coach*, 
maker,  he  would  of  course  take  care  to 
charge  so  as  to  make  up  for  the.  depre- 
ciation ofthe  currency  in. which  he  was 
to  bt!  paid  ;  but  in  the  case  of  rent,  which 
wa5  i\  fi.'?;cd  annual  sum,  how  was  loss  by 
the  depreciation  to  be  made  up  ? — ■. — The 
LoiiD^  CwANCELLtJii  put  the  case  of  a 
co:ch-maker  bfeving  contracted  some 
years  since  to  furnish  carriages  at  a  fixed 
sum,  asa  siniiuir.  case  to  that  of  rent. 
Ke  was  .hc&^'eyer,  fully  convinced,  that 
any  imliividua}  of  ianiied  property  who 
chose  to  insist  upon  his  retus  in  gold,  oi- 
only  to  take  Bank  notes  at  a  depreciated 
rate,  would  in  the  balance  of  account  at 
the  end  ofthe  yi'.iw.fiud  himself  a  loser  Oj/ 
his  conduct.. -The  Earl  of  Lauder- 
dale, in  e^Lplanation,  alluded  to  the 
terms  'b'ack  malignity' — upon  which  the 
Lord  Chancellor  said  he  had  not  alluded 
to  ',  black  malignity,'  but  to  pore  *  patrio- 
tism.'— Eaul  Stanhope,  in  reply,  strong- 
ly contended  that  the  subjects  ofthe  hmd 
ought  not  to  have  the  security  of  their 
property  retKlered  dependent  upon  the 
caprice  or  whim  of  individuals,  and  that 
a  legislative  remedy  ought  to  be  provid- 
ed.    It  was  the  whitn  of  some  persons. 
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*'  and  he  could  only  call  it  a  ivh'nv,  to  Iiave 
"  gold  in  pretVrenae  to  any  other  circulafc- 
"  ins;  medium.  This  desire  to  have  gold 
"  vi7\%  foiind'-d  in  is^Tinrancs,  a:^  there  might 
*'  be  a  oirculating-  medium  without  gold 
"  perfectly  adequate  to  all  the  exii^cneies 
*f  of  the  country,  and  which  might  be  ef- 
^*  fected  by  the  branches  of  the  Bank  of 
"England,  and  the  enuies  in  the  Banlr- 
"  books  to  which'he  had  alluded  on  a  for- 
"  mer  night.  Gold  was  only  the  measure 
*'  of  other  things,   and  was  not  neccssarv 

''  to  circulation. -The  Bill  wss  read    a 

<'  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be'  primed. 
<'  ~ — —The  Earl  of  Liverpooi,  wished 
<■'  the  second  reading  to  be  moved  to--mor- 
«'  row,  when  he  intended  to  move  to  post- 

"  pone  it  for  three  months. Eaiil  Stan- 

<'  HOPE  declined  hurrying  the  Bill  with 
''such  rapidity,  and  thought  it  possible 
"  that  the  Noble  Secretary  of  State  might 
"^  have  a  wiser   opinion    respecting  it   by 

"  Monday. Earl  Grosvenor   having 

"  WMshed  to  be  infurmed,  whether  any  rao- 
"  tion  on  the  Bill  was  to  be  made  to-mor- 

"  row, The  Earl  of    Liveupool  said 

*'  he  would  not  do  so  unusual  a  thing  as  to 
*'  move  to  postpone  the  Bill  for  three 
"  months  to-morrow,  the  Noble  Earl  (Stan- 
"  hope)  having  declined  to  move  then  the 

"  second  reading." Well,  reader,  what 

think  you  of  that  ?  Do  you  think  that  the 
end  is  not  nozy  approaching  .?  I  should  sup- 
pose that  even  Grizz'e  Greenhorn  sees  it 
as   plainly   as  she  can   see  the  nose  upon 

her  lover's  face. My   Lord    Stanhope 

says,  that  he  went  to  Bankers  and  to  men 
learned  in  the  Law,  an  !  they  all  approved 
of  his  remedy,  which,  he  said,  was  very 
simple.  Indeed  it  is ;  but  his  lordship 
need  net  have  gone  to  Bankers  and  Law- 
yers for  advice,  having  so  perfect  a  prece- 
dent before  him  in  ihe  Rohespierrean  Code. 
It  is  precisely  what  was  done  in  France  in 
ttetime  of  Robespierre  ;  precisely  Robes- 
pierre's first  measure  of  finance.  The 
Convention  finding  that  their  assignats 
would  become  good  for  nothing  in  a  verv 
short  time,  unless  they  compelled  people  to 
take  them  at  par  with  gold  and  silver, 
passed  a  law  making  it  a  crime  for  any 
one  to  give  more  for  gold  than  its  nominal 
value  and  to  take  or  pass  assignats  for  less 
than  their  nominal  value.  No  sooner  was 
this  law  passed  than  the  ivhole  of  the  gold 
and  silver  disappeared  ;  totally  disappear- 
ed'; and  was,  in  quick  time,  followed  even 
by  the  copper  sous,  though  of  the  basest 
metal ;  for,  base  as  they  might  be,  they 
were  still  superior  in  value  to   assi^^^nats ; 
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that  is  to  say,  the -p-iper-monci/,  or  bank- 
notes, of  France;  fo"-,  let  not  any  one  lay 
to  his  soul  the  tl.itteririg  unction,  tliat  there 
is  anv  inherent  diiiV-rence  between  Bank- 
notes and  a!si':^nftts  ;  \vi  no  one  su[)pase,  that 
there  is  any  (iifieience  in  their  nature  ;  let 
n.j  one  suppose,  that,  there  is  any  thing  in 
!  the  mt'rie  navic  th.»,t  makes  a  difierence  in 

the//.j«^'. Well  ;  but,  did  Robespierre's 

plan  succeed  }  Oh,  yes  I  to  admiration. 
Nobody  violated  his  law,  for  it  was  written 
iii  blood  ;  but,  those  who  had  any  thing  to 
sell  took  care  to  ask  two  or  three  times  tlie 
former  price  for  it,  and,  as  this  rise  iii 
prices  would  n.alurallj^.  go  on,  the  Conven- 
tion were  soon  obliged  to  pass  the  law  v.'i 
Mnximum,  that  is  to  say,  a  law  pre?cubing 
the  prices  at  which  things  should  be  sold. 
The  moment  this  law  passed,,  the  streets 
of  Paris  flowed  v.'ith  blood.  Robt^spierre, 
who  was  a  shallow  man,  thought  that  his 
project  was  practicable,  and  as  he  was  ob- 
stinate and  bloody,  he  resoivet!  to  carry  it; 
into  execution.  But,  he  must  have  killed 
all  the  people  in  France.  It  w-as  against 
nature.  It  could  not  be  effected. — -— > 
Yet,  monstrous  as  the  lav?  of  Maximum 
was,  it  naturally. grew  out  of  the  law  for 
eaualizing  the  current  value  of  th.e  money. 
It  was  a  necessary  consequence  of  that 
iaw^;  for,  does  any  man  believe,  that,  if 
the  holder  of  a  guinea  be  coinpelled  to 
keep-or  to  send  it  abroad,  or  to  pass  it  for 
21  s.  worth  of  a  paper  v.hich  is  at  25  per 
cent,  below  par;  is  there  any  body  to 
believe  that  such  a  man  Vvill  noi  keep  the 
guinea  or  send  it  abroad  ?  All  will,  all 
must,  become  paper  immediately,  if  such 
a  law  be  passed.  There  will  b.-  no  coin 
seen,  of  any  sort.  Old  Lord  Liverpool's 
big  heavy  pennies  have  disappeared  al- 
ready ;  and,  if  this  law  were  passed,  even 

thebrass  halfpence  would  be  hoat'ded. 

The  efttict  of  that  would  be  a  rise  in  all 
prices,  and  that  so. rapid  as  to  destroy  vir- 
tually every   contract   existing    between 

man  and  man. Well,  but  •ii;luU  is  to  be 

done  ?  Aye,  that  is  a  question  often  put 
to  me,  and  I  always  answer :  "  Go  to 
"your  ministers!  They  are  paid  for 
''  taking  care  of  the  aff<i'r;>  of  the  nation. 
"  You  give  them  a  great  deal  fif  mOney 
"  for  thinking  for  you.  They  are  the 
"  people  for  ynu  to  look  to  in  you?  trou- 

"  bles." For  my  part,  thoug'a  I  know 

what  ought  to  be  done  i7iimeduitcli/,  .and 
what  will  be  done  at  last ;  though  1  couid 
nov^  point  out  the  way  in  wdiich  the  dcii- 
vercmce  of  Enc^land  might  be  secured,  and 
which  I   deem  of  much  more  iniportancs 
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tlian  the  deliverance  of  Europe;  though 
I  could  do  this,  I  will  not  do  it,  and  the 
reason  I  will  not  is,  that  1  dare  not,  though 
^vhat  I  should  recommend  would  secure 
both  the  crown  and  the  people  from 
danger;  and  though  it  would  be  the 
greatest  blessing  the  nation  could  expe- 
rience. For  publishing  my  proposition, 
I  might  be  called  a  5e<fzi2bz«  libetUr,  per- 
haps, and  dealt  with  accordingly.  There- 
fore, I  will  not  say  what  I  think  ought  to 
•be  done.  1  have  had  no  ha.nd  in  produc- 
ing the  danger,  and  I  shall  not,  therefore, 
be  amongst  the  first  to  run  any  risk  for 
the  sake  of  warding  it  off. — — I  have 
foretold  it,  and  I  have  been  abused  and 
persecuted  for  foretelling  it.  The  danger 
is  now  at  the  door;  and  let  those  who 
abused  and   persecuted   me  find  out  the 

rernedt/. We   will  now  take  a  look  at 

the  PARTICULAR  ACT,  whlch  called  forth 
the  proposition  of  Lord  Stanhope.  There 
is,  it  seems,  some  land-owner,  who  has 
notified  to  his  tenants,  that,  in  future,  they 
shall  pay  in  gold,  or,  if  not,  he  will  not 
take  bank  notes  except  at  their  present  value 
compared  with  gold.  I  ha|jpen  to  be  pos- 
sessed, I  believe,  of  a  copy  of  this  notifi- 
cation, which  I  understand  to  come  fro7n 
one  of  the  tenants.  It  was  brought  me  last 
Sundai/;  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  being 

genuine. It  is  as  follows:  "By  Lease, 

•/dated    1802"   (mark  the  period)  "you 
-.Jf  have  rontracte<l  to  pay  the  annual  rent 

-  "  of  £a1  5s.  in  good  and  lawful  money 
./^  of  Great  Britain.  In  consequence  of 
""  the  latd   great  depreciation    of  paper- 

-  "money,  I  can  no  longer  accept  any 
.  "  Bank-notes,  a;  their  nominal  value,  in 
."payment  or  salisfactiori   of  an  old  con- 

"tract.     1  must  therefore  desire  you  to 

f*'  P'"ovide  for  the  payment  of  your  rent  in 
, ft"  the  legal  guld  coin  of  the  realm.  At 
<;,/*  the  same  time,  having  no  other  object 
J,f'  than  to  secure  payment  of  the  real  in- 

;/"  trinsic  value  of  the  sum  stipulated  by 
-./' Ji.g'"e«'nent,  and  being  desirous  to  avoid 

."  giving  you  any  unnecessary  trouble,  I 
'  "  shall  be  willing  to  receive  payment  in 
.  "  either  of  the  manners  following  accord- 
.  "  hig  to  your  option.— Ist,  By  payment 
1-"  in  Guineas;  —  2nd,  if  Guineas  cannot 
y  ^'  be  procured,  by  a  payment  in  Portugal 

;-*'  Gold  coin,  equal  in  weight  to  the  num- 
■  "  bers  of  Guineas  requisite  to  discharge 
-,  *'  the  rent ; — 3rd,  by  a  iKiyment  in  Bank- 
O.J*'  paper  of  a  sum  sufticiciit  to  purchase  (at 
■i^:"  the  present  market  price)  the  weight  of 
J  :"  standar<l.Gold  requisite  to  di»!.i»5rge  the 
"  rant.-^Tiie  uiteration  of  the  yahie  of  the 
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"  Paper-money  is  estimated  in  this  man- 
"  ner;  the  price  of  Gold  in  1802,  the 
"  year  of  your  agreement,  was  £.4-  an 
"  ounce.  The  present  market  price  is 
"  o£'.4  145.  arising  from  the  diminished 
"  value  of  Paper  ;  in  that  proportion  an 
"  addiiionof of.l7  10^.  per  cent.  \fi  Papar- 
"  money  will  be  required  as  the  equiva- 
"  lent,  for  the  payment  of  rent  in  paper/* 

Such  is  the  notification  of  their  land- 

o^vTJel•'s  intention;  and,  I  am  fully  per- 
suaded, that  the  thing  is  of  more  import- 
ance to  England  thjln  could  be  50  battles 
fought  with  Buonaparte.  The  fate  of 
Spain  and  Portugal  and  the  Baltic  and 
Sicily  ;  what  is  it  to  compare  to  this, 
"which  marks  out  to  the'  government  of 
England  what  is  going  to  happen,  what 
must  arrive  soon  or  late,  and  what  will  af- 
fect the  interests  and  the  very  existence 

of  every  man  iii  England? The  author 

of  this  notification  is,  in  the  report  of  the 
debate,  said  to  have  been  actuated  by  black 
malignity,  and,  in  another  part  of  it,  it  is 
said  that  ignorance  alone  can  induce  a  man 
to  prefer  gold  to  paper.  Now,  if  this  be 
so,  i  must  confess  myself  chargeable  with 
black  mali-;nity  and  with  ignorance,  see- 
ing that,  I  only  want  the  Wans,  having  the 
will,  to  do  precisely  what  this  nobleman 
has  done,  except,  perhaps,  that  1  should 
have  gone  farther,  and  insisted  upon  my 
rents  in  gumeas,  and  guinea*  only;  and, 
in  so  doing,  i  shoulfi  have  thought  myself 
acting,  not  only  a  just,  but  ^patriotic  part, 
and  should  have  consoled  myself,  under 
present  censure,  with  the  certainty  of  re- 
ceiving, in  a  short  time,  the  thanks  of  all 
that  part  of  the  nation,  whose  gains  do  not 
wholly  proceed  from  the  system  of  paper. 
•This   land-owner,  who,  I  believe,  is 


LORD  KING,  and,  if  I  am  in  error,  I  am 
quite  sure  his  lordship  will  pardon  me, 
and  have  the  goodness  to  enable  me  to 
correct  my  error  next  week ;  this  land- 
owner, or,  to  use  the  name.  Lord  King, 
let  his  farms,  or,  at.  leas  ,  the  particular 
farm  alluded  to  in  the  notification,  in  the 
year  IS02,  when /<>«>  one  pound  bank 
notes  would  buy  an  ounce  of  gold ;  but  now 
the  bank  notes  are  become  so  much  less 
valuable  than  they  were  then,  that  it  Ve- 
quires^bwr  one  pound  notes  and  fourteen  shil- 
lings to  get  an  ounce  of  gold  ;  and;  conse- 
quently, unless  Lord  King  gets  a  greater 
quantity  of  Bank  notes  for  the  saine 
amount  of  rent  than  he  used  to  take  in 
1802,  he  will  lose  145.  in  evfery  £.4f, 
which  is  Ss.  Qd.  in  the  pound,  or  of.  17  105. 
in  every  hundred  poutids.— -— Is  it  fight. 
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that  he  should  suffer  this  loss?  What  rea- 
spn  is  there  for  it  ?  Is  it  right  that  the  Di- 
rectors and  Company  of  the  Bank  should 
be  protected  against  the  demands  of  their 
creditors,  issue  out  as  much  paper  as  they 
please,  and  pocket  the  profits,  and  that  Lord 
King  should   be   losing  his  income  daily 

from  that  cause  ? Oh,  no  !    says   the 

Lord  Chancellor,  he  is  not  losing  any  in- 
come;  for,  he  gives  the  £.  100  to  his 
coach-maker,  ju-t  in  the  same  notes  that 
he  takes  from  his  tenant.  The  hundred 
pounds  is  still  a  hundred  pounds:  and,  if  it 
will  go  for  a  hundred,  what  does  Lord 

King  lose  in  taking  it  for  a  hundred  ? 

But,  my  gocKl  Lord  Eldon,  do  you  sup- 
pose, that  the  coachmaker  will  not  raise  his 
price  to  meet  the  depreciation  of  money  ? 
This  was  asked,  it  seems,  by  Lord  Lau- 
derdale; and  the  Lord  Chancellor  an- 
swered, that  he  supposed  the  case  of  a 
coachmaker  under  contract  to  furnish  car- 
riages and  work  at  a  Ji'xed price .'  Vevy  good ! 
Very  good  !  Quite  conclusive.  But,  how 
did  any  one  know,  that  Lord  King  had  a 
contract  with  his  coachmaker  and  that  it 
was  made  so  long  ago  as  1  802  ?  For,  to 
make  the  supposition  worth  any  thing, 
even  as  a  mere  supposition,  the  contract 
must  have  been  made  at  the  same  time 

that  the  Leases  were  made. Well;  but 

what  is  the  coachmaker?  Lord  King  must 
eat,  drink,  and  dress,  and  is  it  to  be  sup- 
posed, that  he  is  supplied  by  contract  with 
the  eatables  and  drinkables  and  wearing 
apparel  for  his  family  ?   Is  it  supposed  that 
he   has  his  servants  by  contract,  his  men 
and  his  maidens  hy  contract  ?    And,  ob- 
serve, the  contracts  must  have  been  made, 
too,  in   1802.     He  gets  the  same  nominal 
sum  from  his  tenant  Nokes,  for  instance, 
as  he  got  from  him  in  1802  ;  but  this  same 
sum  will  net  now  buy  him  so  much  bread 
or  meat  or  wine  or  wages  as  it  would  buy 
him  in  1802.     So  that  Lord  King  does,  in 
fact,  daily  become  poorer  and  poorer,  and 
farmer  Nokes  becomes  daily  richer  and 
richer ;    and,  of  this    those    who   repro- 
bate   the    conduct    of    Lord    Kino    may 
be   weU    assured,     that,    if    his    example 
is  not  followed,  the   farms  will  ki  a  very 
little  time,   change   otvners,  if  he    may  be 
called    the   owner    who    receives   all   the 
benefit  oi  the  thing.     The  House  of  Lords 
will,  I  think,  reflect  a  little  upon  the  conse- 
quences, to  which  the  doctrine  of  the  27th 
of  June    may   lead.     I   think   they  will 
have  good  reason   to   reflect  on  and  long 
to  remember  that  doctrine.     Lord   Liver- 
jj^QOL  said,  that  he  did  not  believe  ^e  iu- 
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dividual  alluded  to,  would  find  any  body  to 
follow    his  example,   or   would  persevere  in 

what  he  had  begun. If  Lord   Liverpool 

saw  thisniatterin  the  light  in  which  Iseeit, 
he  would  startle  at  these  words  having  been 
promulgated.  They  convey  the  idea,  that 
the  example  was  bad,  ^^nd  that  the  persoHwho 
had  begun  the  thing  would  not  dure  to  go  on. 
And,  my  Lord  Stanhope  by  way  of  en- 
forcing his  arguments  in  favour  of  his  Bill, 
reminded  the  House  of  the  recent  opposi- 
tion to  the  Dissenters'  Bill,  and  having 
asked,  why  the  Dissenters  made  such  ef- 
fectual opposition,  he  said  : — "  Because 
"  they  were  in  the  habit  of  meeting  to- 
"  gether  statedly  ;  and  the  alarm  flew 
"  through  them  all  like  a  shock  of  elec- 
"  tricity  1  The  Farmers  likewise  met  stat- 
"  edly  at  every  market-town  in  the  king- 
"  dom  ;  and  if  they  felt  such  injuries  as  he 
"  contemplated,  the  same  spirit  would  be 
"  shewn,  and  they  would  express  strongly 
"  and  boldly  what  they  felt. severely.  He 
"  considered  his  remedy  as  easy  as  the 
"  evil  was   alarming.     He  concluded  by 

"  presenting  his  Bill." Really,  I  am 

quite  thunderstruck  at  reading  this,  and 
especially  at  seeing  the  notion  adopted.  I 
have  been  called  a  Jacobin  and  a  Leveller, 
and  I  have  much  less  veneration  for  title 
and  family  than  many  other  people  have  ; 
but,  I  should  have  hesitated  very  long  be- 
fore I  adopted  notions  like  these;  which, 
as  I  said  before,  do  really  seem  to  have 
been  generally  adopted.  What  !  are  the 
farmers  to  come  boldly  forward  and  com- 
plain of  their  landlords  for  demanding 
their  rent?  Are  the  landlords,  let  the 
paper  depreciate  to  whatever  degree  it 
may,  still  to  be  compelled  to  take  the  no- 
minal sum  that  they  now  take  ?  Is  Lord 
King  still  to  take  the  same  nominal  sura 
from  farmer  Nokes,  when  the  paper  shall 
have  fallen  to  105.  in  the  pound  ?  Aye, 
when  t<)  5s.  in  the  pound,  or  Od.  in  the 
pound  ?  If  so,  the  land  may  change  maS' 
ters  in  the  quietest  manner  possible-  We 
have  heard  a  great  deal  about  revoke- 
tions,  and  about  the  horrors  of  revolution  ; 
but  what  thinks  the  reader  of  this  sort  of 
revolution  ?  And,  if  landlords  are  to  be 
stigmatised  as  cruel  for  demanding  their 
rents  in  the  standard  existing  at  the  dale  of 
the  contract,  what  landlord  will  have  the 
courage  to  doit?  Thus,  then,  the  thing 
will  go  on,  as  far  as  leases  now  ex'ist ;  for,  as 
to  stopping  \^'\th  this  doctrine  in  his  face, 
what  landlord  will  do  that?  There  is  no 
stopping,  uiiless  you  stop  now  ;  and,  if  any 
man  has  now  twenty  thousand  pounds  a 
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year  arising  out  of  leases  li'om  two  to  ten 
yeare  old,  he  may  see  himself  in  the  re- 
ceipt, of  what  will  buy  him  a  iwentielh  part 
of  what  he  now  annually  spends  or  lays 
by,  which  must  be  a  great  comfort  to  hi"{j), 
and  more  especiallv  tu  his  children,  whose 
fortunes  will  have  all  passed    away  to  the 

children    of  his   tenants: What    are 

*'  the  irijuriis"  of  which  Lord  Stanhope 
sfeems  to  think  the  farmers  woulci  have  to 
complain,  if  Landlords  acted  upon  the 
rule  of  Lord  King?  All  that  Lord  King 
wants  of  his  tenants  is  to  pay  him  as 
much  now  as  they  agreed  to  pay  him 
when  they  took  their  farms.  And,  can 
this  be  called  an  injury  ?  If  /  had  a  tenant, 
who  had  but  a  yeur  to  continue  in  his 
farm,  I  would  make  him  pay  in  gu'neas, 
or  I  would  have  the  worth  of  those  gui- 
neas, takmg  the  gold' at  £.  :i.  175.  ]0d.  an 
ounce;  this  I  should  think  perfectly  just ; 
and  should  not  be  at  all  afra;d  to  meet  the 
charge  of  having  done  an  V'jnry  to  my  te- 
nant.  If   Lord   King   persevere,  others 

wiii  follow  his  example,  and  an  equitable 
and  peaceable  arrangement  between  land- 
lord v^va\  tenant  may  become  general 
through  the  country  ;  but,  if  Lord  King 
do  not  persevere  j  if  he  give  way  in 
consequence  of  *vhat  has  been  said  against 
his  conduct,  it  requires  no  conjuration  to 
foresee  the  conseqotnces.  It  is  a  matur 
ot*'  much  too  general  and  deep  intere-t  lo 
■pass  unnoticed.  Theie  is  not  a  farmer 
jxbr  ^.ny  ienant  iii  any  sort,  who  will  not 
notice  What  has  now  passed  in  tlie  House 
of  Lords,  Avhere,  from  the  whole  tenor  of 
the  debate,  it  appears,  that  the  general 
impression  was,  that  the  conduct  of  Lokd 
King  was  deserving  of  c£Hsz^.>-^.  The  peo- 
ple will  keep  their  eyes  fixed  upon  him. 
Every  tenant  in  the  kingdom  will  ha,ve  his 
eye  upon  Lord  King,  in  whose  single  ^f^r- 
^onihe  fate  of  all  landlords  ivill  be' decided. 

"  But,''  some   of  your  hoping  gentry 

will  sey,  "  why  did  he  stir  the  thing?" 
Why  tell  your  friend  that  he  has  a  mor- 
tification begun  in  his  finger  point  ?  Whv 
not  let  it  go  on  ;  why  not  disguise  the  dis- 
agreeable trpth  from  him,  tilfthe  destruc- 
.tive  principle  reach  his  armpit  and  de- 
-Kcend  to  his  heart  ?  Th«  paper  money  is 
nnder  an  impulse  as  regular  as  that  of  a. 
inortincation.  The  progress  of  deprecia- 
tion mi.(y  be  acctkrcaed;  but,  no  earthly 
jjower  can  slop  it ;  and,  the  main  con- 
sequences of  it  must  finally  be  vvhat 
they  always  have  been  in  similar  cases. 
Tl>ey  may  be  mitigated;  and  they  would 
be   by    measures    such    as    Loud    King 


is  adopting ;  but,  wholly  prevented  they 
cannot  be.  If  Lord  King's  example 
were  to  be  followed,  tenants  might  quietly 
fall  into  the  measure  now;  it  might  be- 
come a  general  custom  to  make  up  in  ad- 
ditional nominal  sum  wliat'had  been  lost 
l)y  depreciation,  and  thus  the  contract 
might  be  kept  on, both  sides.  It'  this  were 
once  customary,  the  paper  might  go  on 
depreciating  without  producing  any  very 
sensible  injury ;  or,  at  least,  without  a 
shock;  but,  if  it  do  go  on  depreciating,  it 
is  very  clear,  that  landlords  must  make  a 
stand  sooner  or  later,  or  give  all  quietly 
up  ;  and,  if  they  make  a  stand  at  all,  cer^ 
tainly  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  belter,  be- 
cause every  year  will  add  sirengih  to  the 
tenant's  motives  for  objecting  »o  pay  in 
the  standard  (»f  the  contract.  His  lordship 
has,  in  fact,  made  an  cilbrt  to  prt^serve  the 
estates  of  the  nobility  from  beintc  wholly 
swallowed  up,  and  he  must,  for  this  etffirt, 
expect  to  be  called  aJacuhin.  and  a  LcvetUr, 
and  to  have  all  sorts  of  malignant  moiives 
imputed  to  him  by  the  wiiole  tnbe  of 
venal  writers,  who  th(>ugh  they  know  no 
more  of  the  matter  than  the  quills  with 
which  they  write,  will  not  fail  to  express, 
with  great  gravit)',  their  regret  that  so 
amiable  and  excellent  a  yoin»g  nobleman 
should  have  been  induced  to  do  an  act  so 
injur».;«s   to    the,  credit   of    the    countrv. 

-There    is    one    expression   of    Lokd 

SiANHOPE  that  1  niust  yet  notice  ; 
iiamely,  that  the  Bank  was  the  bottom 
plank  of  the  Ship  England.  I  have  been 
on  board  of  ship  ;  and  when  I  bring 
my  mind  back  to  the  scene  ;  imagine 
myself  looking  over  the  side  and  see- 
ing the  moon  and  stars  at  apparently  ten 
thousand  miles  down  in  the  water  ,•  when 
I  take  this  awful  object  into  my  mind,  and 
suppose  that  the  bottom  plank  is  to  the  real 
ship  what  I  look  upoih  the  Bank  to  be  to 
the  Ship  England  ;  when  I  thus  fancy  my- 
self, 1  can  scarcely  help  exclaiming  : 
"  Cod  preserve  my  poor  Widow  and  Chil- 
"  dren." — ihe  bottom  plank,  my  lord  !  The 
bottom  plank  of  England  !~  What!  that 
Bank  that  stopped  paying  gold  and  silver, 
and  was  propped  by  an  act  of  indenmity  ; 
and  vvhicli  has  never  paid  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver since  that  time. But,  enough  for  the 

present.  There  will,  doubtless,  be  more 
said  upon  tiie  subject,  and,  of  course,  it  will 
be  necessary  for  me  to  return  to  it. 


W".  COEBETT. 


State  Prison,  Ncuigate, 
Fridav,  '2iith  June,  ISIL 
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To  THE  Marquis  of  Tavistock, 
Letter  II. 

June  22,  1811. 

My  Lord  ;  la  the  eyes  of  some,  it.wiil 
be  an  ill  oinen,  that  a  correction  of  the 
borough  system  should  be  taken  up  by  the 
heir  to  borough  propertj/ ;  by  the  next  in 
succession  to  a  noble  house  that  hath  a 
(liiect  interest  in  t/iat  system;  and  when 
they  observe  the  mode  he  has  chalked  out 
to  himself,  their  forebodings  may  receive 
a  strong  confirmation. 

But,  my  Lord,  I  feel  strong  in  hope  ; 
and  from  three  considerations.  That  per- 
son is  young;  he  has  the  reputation  of 
talent  and  a  virtuous  disposition  ;  and  he 
is  a  RussRLL.  He  i?,  indeed,  the  son  of 
a  iioblenrrui,  who,  on!v  six  years  ago, 
wrote  to  roe  as  follows: — *■' I  should  be 
"  ashamed  to  give  support  to  anv  set  of 
*'  men  who  did  not  ft^el  the  necessity  of  a 
"  radio d  amendment  in  the  whole  system  of 
"  our  governmc-nt.  The  source  of  our 
'•'  evils  is  an  inadeqiiate,  defective  repre- 
^'  sentation  of  the  people  in  parliament, 
"  and  until  that  source  is  cut  off,  in  my 
"'  humble  judgment,  abuse  and  corruption 
"  will  never  cease  to  flow  in  a  thousand 
"  different  channels. 

"  I  hope  Hud  trust  the  day  is  not  far 
'/  dist  int.  when  that  most  disirable  even*, 
.1*  a  suh>.tantiul  and  radical  reform  in  the 
"  represeiiiaiion  i-f  ihe  people  may  be 
"  brouiiht  to  hf  ir  :  \w  the  mt  an  time,  let 
"  them  see  the  extent  of  liier  grievances, 
"  let  them  know  whence  Jhey  ari«f,  and 
"  let  theni  coolly  and  dispns-iiouatt'l y  form 
"  their  own  judgments  upon  the  bat  and 
"  su>  tst  remedy :  It  is  at  hand,  simple,  and 
"  of  easy  attainment." 

Vviih  these  words  engraven  on  the 
heart  of  the  son,  he  will  doubtless  enter 
on  Si  comparison  of  remedies;  and  of  course 
prefer  that  which  is  "  best  and  surest;" 
"  simple,  and  of  easy  attainment." 

In  stating  the  yotith  of  this  person  as  one 
ground  of  my  hope,  I  am  vvell  satisfied  ; 
since  the  error,  as  I  esteem  it,  of  a  first 
intimation,  is  in  a  young  man  very  excu- 
sable, when  that  error  is  even  sanctioned 
by  the  grave  opinions  of  much  older  per- 
sons.vvho,  in  leaning  rather  to  parti. d  and 
progressive  reibrm,  than  to  that  which  is 
to  be  at  once  achieved,  ought  not  to  be 
suspected  of  any  sinister  design.  But  as 
all  error,  where  there  is  free  discussion, 
must,  in  time,  yield  to  the  force  of  truth, 
we  need  be  in  no  pain  for  what  will  ulti- 
mately be  the  public  opinion. 


Where  talent  and  virtue  are  combined 
with  youth,  we  may  expect  ardour  of  in- 
quiry, an  ingenious  love  of  truth,  a  quick- 
discernment  of  what  is  right  and  honest, 
and  such  v.n  inflexible  adherence  to  the 
public  interest,  when  once  discovered,  as 
shall  become  the  descendant  of  patriot 
ancestors. 

If,  then,  such  a  young  nobleman — if  a 
Russell  of  this  description,  while  stand- 
ing forward  as  a  Parliameniary  Reformer, 
shall  be  conscious  of  having  a  personal  in- 
terest in  that  borough  system  which  is  "the 
"  source  of  our  evils,"  we  know  the  rigid 
juistice  which  his  high  sense  of  honour 
will  dictate— we  know  the  unsparing  seve- 
rity with  which  he  will  be  ready  lo  "  cut 
"  off"  that  "  source  of  our  ev>ls;"-—we 
knovv  that  rather  than  incur  the  suspicion 
of  a  base  action,  rather  than  be  thought 
10  play  off  any  manoeuvre  for  baffling 
"  substantial  and  radical  reform,"  he  wouiH 
be  led  to  the  scaffold,  and  there  pour  out 
the  blood  he  derives  from  one  who  died  for 
his  country  ! 

My  Lord  !  a  young  man  of  your  rank 
and  expectations,  unless  he  make  himself 
an  austere  recluse,  must  be  continually 
coining  in  contact  with  sycophants,  beard- 
less and  hoary,  wlio,  for  some  sordid  in- 
terest of  their  own,   through  ignorance  or 

■vaat  of  prinoipla,  or  fi»jU>  that  natural  de- 
sire of  the  base  to  bring  down  to  their 
own  level  all  superiority  of  character,  will 
be  for  ever  striving  to  undermine  his  vir- 
tue, to  warp  him  frcm  rectitude,  and  to 
poison  his  mind  in  favour  of  prevalent 
corjuptions. 

It  Jias,  I  presume,  been  from  some  such 
quarter,  that  you  were  counselled  t6 
announce  to  us  another  statute,  in  additioa 
to  the  useless  lumber  already  on  our 
shelves,  ''  for  preventing  the  expence  of 
"  elections;"  but,  at  the  same  time,  to  be 
silent  on  that  prominent  feature  of  oligar- 
chical usurpation,  the  close- borough,  "in 
"  the  quiet  possession  of  a  single  great 
"family*." 

Fall  not,  my  Lord,  into  this  snare. 
Give  to  this  suspicious  counsel  a  serious 
reconsideration.  Ere  you  meddle  with 
the  vital  question,  stud}',  my  Lord,  in  all 
its  parts,  the  beautiful,  the  interestit>g 
science  oi' representation.  Make  not,  in  a 
first  adventure,  shipwreck  of  your  youth- 
ful fame.  Let  no  counsel  induce  you  to 
trifle  with  public  opinion.  Shun,  as  you 
would  shun  a  pestilence,  the  fatal  error  of 
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appearing  on  the  course,  or  of  starting 
from  the  goal,  in  the  motly  garb  of  mock 
reform  ! 

Thus  to  make  a  fruitless  bustle  about 
one  of  the  petty  effects,  instead  of  strik- 
ing at  the  causes  of  the  whole ;— thus  to 
clap  a  plaister  on  an  external  sore,  while 
all  is  rottenness  within  ;  were  not  the 
conduct  of  an  enlightened  physician,  a 
wise  legislator,  a  practical  statesman. 
"  The  source  of  our  evils  mast  be  cut  off," 
or  we  perish.  Let  these  words  of  your 
father  never  be  absent  from  your  mind  ! 
Inscribe  them  on  an  aegis  to  be  worn  on 
your  breast,  that  the  treacheries,  and 
plausible  delusions  of  evil  counsellors  may 
find  no  entrance  ! 

And  you  have  undertaken,  it  seems,  to 
move  for  '*  the  repeal  of  the  septennial 
♦'act;"  or,  in  other  words,  to  give  us 
back  parliaments  of  three  years  continuance. 
■r  Allow  an  aged  pilot  to  warn  you  against 
splitting  on  this  rock.  Permit  time  to 
repeat  what  he  said  but  last  year,  on  a 
similar  occasion. 

Jn  respect  of  triennial  parliaments,  we 
shall  soon  see  Mr 's  double  igno- 
rance; — his  ignorance  both  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  of  the  historical  facts  to  be 
found  in  the  statute  books  and  in  the  par- 
liamentary proceedings.  «  The  power," 
.  says  this  gt-ntlennan,  "  of  disAolving  par- 
"  liaments,  is  a  prerogative  essential  to  the 
*'  safety  of  the  crown,  and  to  the  exist- 
"  ence  of  the  constitution.^' — "  The  pre- 
"  rogative  itself  cannot  be  taken  away  ; 
*'  but  it  may  be  reduced  within  the  bounds 
"  which  the  constitution  originally  set  it."'' 

Here  I  imagined  I  was  coming  to  a 
p-inciple ;' or  to  something  at  least  like 
evidence  of  a  rational  limitation  of  this 
pretended  prerogative ;  but  how  was  I 
both  disappointed  and  surprised  on  fkid- 
ing  the  sentence  close  thus :— "  b}?^  re- 
"  storing  parliament  to  their  right  dura- 
^'  tion  of  three  years." 

Here  is  double  ignorance  with  a  wit- 
ness! unless  it  be  something  else  I  shall 
not  name.  Triennial  is  becoming  again  a 
<:onvenient  watch-word  :  its  former  good 
service  is  kept  in  remembrance.  It  is 
not,  however,  as  some  foolishly  fancy, 
that  the  borough  faction  are  acting  upon 
the  maxim,  that  half  a  loaf  of  usurpation 
is  better  than  no  bread.  No ;  for  they 
well  know,  and  they  have  both  reason 
and  experience  for  their  guides,  that  a 
parliament  of  three  years  continuance,  with 
alittle  tinkering  in  the  Scotch  counties, 
would  only  give   their  corruption-' more 
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density,  as  the  pruning  the  tips  of  a  yew 
hedge  by  the  shears,  makes  it  more  com-. 
pact. 

The  present  revival  of  the  word  triennial, 
is  but  a  mere  echo  of  the  delusive  chaunt- 
ing  of  i\\Q  faction  thirty  years  ago.  When 
at  that  period  a  call  for  parliamentary 
reform  began  to  create  alarm,  the  faction, 
knowing  there  are  persons,  even  among 
men  of  education,  weak  enough  to  enter- 
tain the  notion,  that  merely  to  jillow  par- 
liaments a  duration  of  only  three  years 
instead  of  seven,  would  be  a  reform,  in- 
stantly throw  out  the  lure  of  a  triennial 
parliament.  In  17bO,  the  deputies  of  the 
associated  counties,  cities,  and  towns,  .de- 
clared in  their  memorial,  that  "  annual 
"  parliaments  are  the  ancient  constitution 
"  of  England,  and  the  birth-right  of  Eng- 
"  lishmen."  It  was  also  by  them  "  Re- 
"  solved,  that  it  be  recommended  t©  ouf 
"  several  Committees  to  adopt  the  follow- 
"  ing  propositions,  as  parts  of  their  gene- 
"  ral  plan  of  union  and  association,"  and 
one  of  them  was,  "  That  the  members  of 
"  the  House  of  Commons  be  annually 
*'  elected  to  serve  in  parliament  *." 

The  borough  faction  was  alarmed.  Its 
resource  was,  to  make  us  believe  it  ^.c- 
ceded  to  moderate  reform,  while  it  meant 
nothing  less  than  to  hold  fast  its  despotic 
grasp  of  the  nation's  purse  strings.  Al- 
though with  the  deputies  (among  whom  I 
had  the  honour  to  sit)  it  failed  in  its  at- 
tempt to  strangle  at  its  birth  the  Resolu- 
tion in  favour  q{ annual  parliaments;  yet, 
no  sooner  had  the  deputies  of  Yorkshire 
set  fooc  again  in  their  own  county,  than 
the  "  baffling"  lure  of  a  triennial  parlia- 
ment, as  the  condition  of  a  great  alliance, 
was  held  out  to  them,  and  the  bait  was 
unhappily  swallowed. 

Although  considerable  dissatisfaction 
hereupon  ensued  among  the  constitutional 
reformers,  yet  they  did  not  "  disclaim  all 
"  intercourse  and  association",  with  their 
mistaken  brethren;  and,  in  1782,  Mr. 
Pitt's  motion  for  a  Committee  was  lost  by 
only  twenty  votes,  and  that  by  an  acci- 
dent ;— yes,  by  an  accident — a  mere  acci- 
dent— that  of  the  Marquis  oi'  Rockingham, 
then  prime  minister,  (as  his  secretary, 
Mr.  Ki?ig,  who,  I  believe,  is  now  alive,  the 
next  morning  informed  me)  forgoing  the 
day  of  a  discussion,  on  which  was  rivited 
the  anxious  attention  of  the  whole  king- 
dom !  !  ! 

Bat,  so   it  was ;    the   prime   minis^er, 
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forgetting  the  day  of  the  discussion,  forgot 
to  give  the  customary  summon*  to  his 
friends,  and  the  question  was  lost  by 
twenty  votes  only.  Tliis  faculty  of  for- 
getting is  one  of  those  which  makes  man's 
nature  a  riddle ;  for  it  was  at  the  time 
currently  reported,  and  generally  be- 
lieved, that  the  absence  from  the  debate  of 
Mr.  Burke,  whose  red-hot  enmity  to  the 
reform,  and  whose  snorting  scorn  of  every 
thing  built  on  human  rights,  were  well 
known,  was  at  the  earnest  entreaty  of  his 
patron  the  Marquis,  who  felt  that  any  op- 
position by  his  dependent  would  of  course 
have  been  laid  at  his  own  door.  He, 
therefore,  did  not  forget  to  keep  Burke 
away,  although  he  did  forget  to  send  his 
more  obsequious  partizans ;  and  Burke, 
whose  temper  was  sufficiently  ungoverna- 
ble, did  submit  to  fall  in  with  his  patron's 
policy  *.'' 

In  another  part  of  the  essay  here  quoted, 
it  was  also  said — "  It  may  be  said  of  the 
factions,  as  of  false  prophets, — hy  their 
vjorks  ye  shall  know  them.  If  we  ask  a 
statesman  for  the  bread  of  the  constitu- 
tion, shall  he  give  us  the  stone  of  the  close 
boroughs  ?  or  the  garbage  of  those  which 
are  open  to  the  highest  bidder  ? — If  we 
call  for  a  brother's  aid  to  avert  from  us 
the  dire  contents  of  seven  phials  of  wrath, 
shall  that  brother  be  the  person  to  pom- 
OHl  upon  our  heads  three  o?  those  blistering 
plagues,  and  gravely  call  it  our  medicine? 
When  to  an  option  between  two  expe- 
rienced curses  we  must  submit,  we,  of 
course  prefer  the  least ;  but,  to  choose,  to 
propose,  to  canvas  for  a  curse,  and,  because 
of  its  being  merely  less  in  degree  than 
another  of  its  kind,  to  call  it  a  blessing — 
what,  in  God's  name  is  this,  but  party  in- 
fection, historical  ignorance,  or  pitiable 
infatuation!  Even  by  those  well-wishers 
who  have  neither  consulted  history,  nor 
reason,  nor  the  constitution  of  their  coun- 
try, a  triennial  parliament,  one  would 
think,  might  be  rightly  appreciated  from 
this  striking  fact,  that,  on  the  very  first 
apprehension  of  reform  in  the  late  session 
from  Mr.  Brand's  motion  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  a  triennial  parliament  was  spon- 
taneously offered  by  an  avowed  enera} , 
Lord  Milton,,  who  declares  himself  averse 
"^to  "  any  steps  which  might  lead  in  the  re- 
''^  motest  degree  to  a  reform  in  parliament." 
"He  yet  officially  offers  you  a.- triennial 
parliament ;  telling  you  he  considers  it  as 
mere    *'  regulation,"     not   "  reformation," 

*  The  Comparison,  p.  4!. 


This  young  Loid  had,  no  doubt,  been  in- 
structed by  tnose  who  knew,  that,  before 
he  was  born,  a  similar  offer  had  done  good 
service,  in  dividing  reformers  and  defeat- 
ing reform ;  and  who  also  knew  the  truth 
of  the  words  they  had  put  into  his  mouth, 
that,  in  a  triennial  parliament  there  would 
be  no  reformation  *." 

I  have  been  the  more  full,  my  Lord,  in 
these  quotations,  because  they  are  expla- 
natory of  a  duplicity  which  has  so  re- 
peatedly been  practised  by  Whigs  of 
rank  and  influence,  as  to  have  brought 
Whig  patriotism  into  proverbial  disrepute. 

More,  my  Lord,  in  the  way  of  warning 
against  this  rock  of  a  parliament  of  three 
years  continuance  may  be  found  not  only 
in  the  same  treatise,  p.  43,  but  likewise  in 
An  Appeal,  Civil  and  Military,  on  the  subject 
of  the  English  Constitution,  p.  33 ;  and  ia 
The  People's  Barrier,  p.  59.  139,  140;  as 
well  as  in  rt  Detection  of  the  Parliaments  of 
England,  vol.  i.  p.  121.  Besides  which, 
I  would  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the 
Protest  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the 
House  of  Lords  on  the  ISUi  of  December, 
1694,  in  consequence  of  the  passing  of 
what  we  now  call  the  Triennial  Act; 
being  the  first  statute  which  allowed  one 
and  the  same  parliament  to  have  three 
years  continuance;  for  the  acts  of  Charles 
the  First  and  Charles  the  Second,  called 
triennial,  were  for  a  different  purpose; 
namely,  to  prevent  an  intermission  of  par- 
liaments for  more  than  three  years  at  a 
time. 

Having  now,  my  Lord,  touched  on  the 
two  particular  topics  to  which  your  par- 
liamentary notices  related;  meaning, 
henceforth,  as  much  as  possible,  to  shun 
detail  ;  arguing  such  points  only  as,  in  a 
thirty  years  discussion,  are  not  already 
well  settled ;  and  purposing  to  keep  my 
word,  in  conuning  these  Letters  to  a  short 
series;  I  proceed  to  consider  what  are  the 
best  mt^ans  of  obtaining  that  substantial 
Representation  of  the  People  which  ought 
to  be  the  object  of  every  parliamentary 
Reformist,  as  being  all  that  is  wanting  ta 
a  complete  restoration  of  the  constitution. 

In  tkus  reasoning  with  your  Lordship,  I 
shall,  of  course,  consider  you  as  a  man  of 
honour,  who  assumes  the  character  of  Re- 
formist with  perfect  sincerity  ;  as  one  who 
has  no  mental  reservation  in  favour  of  a 
private  illegitimate  interest,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  public  good ;  one  who,  being 
ready  to   sacrifice  any   such   illegitimate 
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interest,  view  as  I  do,  any  confederacy  of 
selfish  persons,  who  violate  the"  nation's 
Right  of  representation,  as  a  combined 
tnemy. 

But  when  I  speak  of  sacrificing  an  ilk' 
gitimate  interest  to  the  public  good,  ought 
i  not  rather  to  say  an  imaginary  interest, 
a  name,  a  shadow,  a  non- entity  ;  that 
which,  when  brought  to  the  test  of  a  cor- 
rect valuation,  is,  like  the  balance  of  a 
fraudulent  bankrupt,  a  something  which 
is  not  only  worse  than  nothing,  but  an  op- 
probrium, and  a  foul  blot  in  the  scutcheon 
of  nobility! 

A  Duke  of  Bedford,  or  a  Duke  of  Nor- 
'folk,  must  be  a  wreiefned  accountant,  if 
iie  cannot  see  that,  by  an  entire  surrender 
•of  all  rotten-borough  patronage  and  a  com- 
plete restoration  of  the  constitution,  he 
would  be  a  great  gainer ;  having  far  more 
intrinsic  power,  and  honour,  and  respect 
in  the  state,  and  a  more  extensive  in- 
fluence in  the  management  of  its  affairs, 
than,  in  the  present  dregs  of  a  destroyed 
constitution,  and  in  the  filthy  scramble  of 
the  unprincipled  for  the  spoils  of  a  pillaged 
people,  he  can  by  any  traffic  in  votes,  or 
any  factious  coalition,  secure  to  his  own 
share. 

I  shall,  in  my  next,  my  Lord,  proceed 
to  the  consideration  o^  means,  and,  in  the 
mean  while,  I  am  yuur'B,  &c.  &o^. 

J.  Cartwright. 


OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 

Spain. The  Council  of  Regenci/  to  the 

Spanish  Nation,  on  the  Anniversary  of 
May  2. 
"  (  Concluded  from  page  J  600.^ 

......  What  are  you  now.'    At  the  solemn 

voice  of  your  Representatives,  in  Cortes 
assembled,  the  imperishable  rights  of  the 
people  are  revived,  which  despotism  had 
usurped;  arbitrary  government  has  disap- 
peared, by  the  three  powers  being  no 
longer  confounded  in  one  :  the  political 
balance  is  re-established;  the  liberty  of 
thought  is  secured  by  that  of  the  press; 
the  e'xecution  of  justice  is  at  this  moment 
founding  on  the  eternal  basis  of  natural 
equity;  and  the  constitution  which  is  pre- 
paring for  you,  will  be  the  key-stone  of 
that  grand  arch,  on  which  the  throne  of  the 
re-organised  monarchy  will  be  ferected. — 
Thus. the  Spaniard  of  ihe  present  day,  de- 
pendent upon  tiie  law  alone,  inviolable  in 
his  person,  his  property,  and  the  just  free- 
dom of  his  opinions  ;  contributing  to  such 
taxes  only  as  are  imposed  by  the  National 


Congress ;  interposing  by  himself,  or  by 
persons  enjoying  his  confidence,  in  the 
collection  and  application  of  such  sacri^ 
fices  ;  having  all  the  paths  of  knowledge?; 
of  glory,  and  of  fortune,  opened  to  his 
activity  and  industry, — marches  proudly 
on  the  face  of  the  earth,  in  no  respect  in- 
ferior to  its  potentates  in  social  dignity. 
In  vain  will  you  search  for  his  equal  on 
the  continent,  where  the  iron  rod  of  op- 
pression holds  men  degraded,  and  where 
all  are  his  inferiors.  You  must  search  for 
his  equals  in  that  island^  alone,  his  ge- 
nerous ally  and  heroic  compeer  in  this 
great  contest :  in  that  island,  the  happy 
sanctuary  of  liberty,  the  grand  seat  of 
laws,  and   the   eternal   model    of  human 

civilization. Such  is,  such  ought  to  be, 

the  Spaniard  under  the  reign  of  law.  O 
you  live  under  its  benign  influence,  con- 
vey yourselves  in  thought  to  the  provinces 
oppressed  by  the  enemy,  and  con^pare 
your  situation  with  that  of  those  who  are 
there  groaning  in  sorrow  !  Behold  them 
tyrannized  over  by  the  chiefs,  insulted  by 
the  subalterns,  pillagsd  by  the  tax- 
gatherers  :  Behold  them  harrassed  by 
spies,  assailed  by  suspicions,  ruined  by  ac- 
cusations ;  without  security,  without  con- 
fidence, without  civil  or  political  consi- 
deration. Then  will  you  feel  how  much 
more  thfi  rapacity  of  tyrants  costs  than 
the  defence  of  your  country,  and  the  pre- 
servation   uf    good    laws. Whatever 

blessings  social  order  confers  upon  man, 
these  the  Spanish  citizen  has  either  ia 
prospect  or  in  possession.  One  impedi- 
ment alone  prevents  us  from  enjoying 
them  in  all  their  extent,  and  that  impedi- 
ment is  war; — a  war  just,  necessary,  un- 
avoidable. Has  it  been  declared  by  the 
pride  or  the  private  interests  of  a  despot, 
by  the  caprice  of  a  favourite,  or  through 
the  exaggerated  declamations  of  an  ambi- 
tious demagogue  ?  No  :  all  Spaniards 
have  voted  it  in  a  manner  the  most  unani- 
mous and  solemn ;  all  have  hastened  to 
revenge  the  greatest  outrages  which  ever 
were  cfFered  to  anj'  nation  ;  and  to  defend 
the  firsi  blessings  of  a  great  people^ — their 
independence.  All  the  authorities  which 
have  been  hitherto  established — all  the 
uysteins  of  government  Avhich  have  suc- 
ceeded each  other, — have  they  not  all 
been  for  maintaining  the  struggle  ?     Has 


any    one   of  them  talked  of  peace  .? • 

Spaniards,  you  have  dem^mded  war;  and 
the  war  is  m  thf  mean  time  a  continued  and 
painful  stries  of  dangers,  of  alarms,  of  fa- 
tigues and  of  privations.     But  if  indivi- 
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duals  sink  under  the  rigours  of  adversity, 
powerful  nations  never  perish  ;  and  our's 
will  know  how  to  imitate  the  magnificent 
example  of'  the  2nd  of  May,  as  it  has  fol- 
lowed it  hitherto  without  turning  aside  for 
a  moment.  Yes,  Spaniards,  since  the  2nd 
of  May  has  again  downed  upon  our  eyes, 
and  finds  us  slrugi^ling  with  the  same  in- 
flexibility as  at  first;  let  us, on  it,  pioudly 
repeat  to  the  slaves  of  Buonaparte,  that 
the  tyrant  was  most  bitterly  decevTed  in 
his  calculations  at  Bnyonne.  The  inno« 
cents  sacrificed  at  Madrid  could  not 
plunge  us  into  the  stupor  of  terror.  By 
them  began  a  war  which  perhaps  shall  last 
for  ages.  Thousands  upon  thousands  of 
warriors  shall  be  imajolated  to  our  ven- 
geance. What,  though  discipline  and 
m-il'rtary  skdl  may  give  ihem  victories!  — 
tlifif  fale  shall  nui  on  that  account  be 
btue^r  lii  this  ier  ible  couatry,  Conque- 
rois,or  .fojupseied — to  day  in  small  num- 
bers, to- morrow  in  grearer — as  many  as 
pass,  the  Pyrenees  shall,  sooner  or  later, 
at;conipany  tiie  three  hundred  thousand 
vi;  tims  wiiom  we  have  already  olTered  as 
a  holocaust  to  the  manes  of  those  who  fell 
on  the  2nd  of  May ;  and  Spain,  like  the 
gulph  of  eternity,  shall  receive  the  French 
on  iier  bosom,  and  shall  not  permit  one  of 
them  to  escape  from  it.    . 

Pedro  de  Agar,  President. 

Manuel  Jose  Quintana,  Sec. 


France. — Speech   of  Buonaparte  to  the  Le- 
gislative Bodj/. — Paris.  June  16. 

This  day,  the  16th,  the  Emperor  pro- 
eeeded  from  the  palace  of  the  Thuilleries 
in  great  state,  to  the  palace  of  the  Legis- 
lative Body..  Discharges  of  artillery  an- 
nounced his  departure  iiom  the  Thuilleries, 
and  his  arrival  at  the  p?v!ace  of  the  Legi3j» 
lative  Body. 

The  Empress,  Queen  Horiense,  Princess 
Pauline,  the  Grand  Duke  of  Wurtzburg, 
and  the  Grand  Duke  of  Prankfort,  were  in 
one  Tribune  ;  the  Corses  Dep'.omatique  in 
another  Tribune;  the  Bishops  convoked 
for  the  Council,  ana  the  Mayors  and  De- 
puties of  the  Gjod  Cities,  summoned  to  be 
presetu  at  the  Baptism  of  the  King  of 
Rome,  were  on  benches. 

His  M;5jesiy  placed  himself. .oa  his 
throne.  The  King  of  Westphalia,  the 
Princes,  Grand  Di^rnitarics,  Grand  Eagles 
of  the  Legion  of  Ho.aour,  occupied  their 
accustomed  places  about  his  Majesty, 
Prince  Jerome  Napoleon  on  his  right.. 

After  the  new  Members  had  been  pre- 
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sentetl,  and  taken  the  oaths,  the  Emperor 
made  the  following  Speech  : 

"  Gentlemen  Depuiies  of  Department* 
to  the  Legislative  Body, 

"  The  Peace  concluded  with  the  Em-p 
peror  of  Austria  has  been  since  cemented 
by  the  happy  alliance  I  have  contracted  : 
the  birth  of  the  King  of  Rome  has  fulfilled 
my  wishes,  and  satisfies  my  peo^jle  with 
respect  to  the  future. 

"  The  affairs  of  religion  have  been  too 
often  mixed  in  and  sacrificed  to  the  inte- 
rests of  a  state  of  the  third  order.  If  half 
Europe  have  separated  from  the  Church 
of  Rome,  we  may  attribute  it  specially  to 
the  contradiction  which  has  never  ceased 
to  exist  between .  the  truths  and  the  prin- 
cipals of  religion  which  belong  to  the 
whole  universe,  and  the  pretensions  and 
interests  which  regarded  only  a  very 
small  corner  of  Italy.  I  have  put  an  end 
to  this  scandal  for  ever.  I  have  united 
Rome  to  the  Empire — I  have  given  palaces 
\()  the  Popes  at  Rome  and  at  Paris  ;  if 
they  have  at  heart  the  interest  of  religion, 
they  will  often  sojourn  in  the  centre  of  the 
affairs  of  Christianity. — It  v/as  thus  that 
St.  Peter  preferred  Rome  to  an  abode  even 
in  the  Holy  Land. 

"  Holland  has  been  united  to  the  Em- 
pire ;  she  is  but.  ?,aenaana44on  of  it— with- 
out her,  the  Empire  would  not  be  com- 
plete. 

"  The  principles  adopted  by  the  Eng- 
lish Government,  not  to  recognize  the 
neutrality  of  any  flag,  have  obliged  me 
to  possess  myself  of  the  mouths  of  the 
Ems,  t-he  Weser,  and  the  Elbe,  and  have 
rendered  an  interior  communication  with 
the  Baltic  indispensible  to  me.  It  is  not 
my  territory  that  I  wished  to  increase, 
hut  my  maritime  means. 

"  America  is  making  efforts  to  cause  the 
freedom  of  her  flag  to  be  recognized— 
I  win  second  her. 

''■  I  have  nothing  but  prais.es, to  give  to 
the  Sovereigns  of  the  Confederation  of  the 
Rhine. 

"  The  union  of  the  Valnis  had  been 
forsseen  ever  since  the  act  of  Mediation, 
and  considered  as  necessary  to  concilitate 
the  interests  of  Switzerland  with  the  ixrte- 
rests  of  France  and  Italy. 

•^i'The  English  bring  all  the  passions 
into  play.  Onetime  they  suppose  France 
to  have  all  the  desi.gns  that  could  alarm 
other  powers — designs  which  she  could 
have  put  in  execution  if  they  had  en- 
tered into  her  polic3^  At  another  time 
they  make  an  appeal  to  the  pride  of  na' 
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tions  in  order  to  excite  their  jealousy. 
They  lay  hold  of  all  circumstances  which 
arise  out  of  the  unexpected  events  of  the 
times  in  which  we  are — It  is  war  over 
every  part  of  the  Continent  that  can  alone 
ensure  their  prosperity.  I  wish  for  no- 
thing that  is  not  in  the  treaties  I  have  con- 
cluded. I  will  never  sacrifice  the  blood  of 
my  people  to  interests  that  are  not  im- 
mediately the  interests  of  my  Empire — I 
flatter  myself  that  the  peace  of  the  Con- 
tinent will  not  be  disturbed. 

*'  Tlie  King  of  Spain  has  come  to  assist 
at  this  last  solemnity — I  have  given  him 
all  that  was  necessary  and  proper  to  unite 
the  interests  and  hearts  of  the  diifeient 
people  of  his  provinces.  Since  1809  the 
greater  part  of  the  strong  places  in  Spain 
have  been  taken  after  memorable  sieges. 
The  insurgents  have  been  beat  in  a  great 
number  of  pitched  battles.  England  has 
felt  that  this  war  was  approaching  its  ter- 
mination, and  that  intrigues  and  gold  were 
no  longer  sufficient  to  nourish  it.  She 
found  herself  therefore  obliged  to  change 
the  nature  of  it,  and  from  an  auxiliary  slie 
has  become  a  principal.  All  she  has  of 
troops  of  the  line  have  been  sent  into  the 
Penmsula.  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
land are   drained — English   blood    has  at 

length  flower!  in  torrents,  in  ecvoral  actions 

glorious  to  the  French  arms.       *        * 

*  *  *  *  *  This  con- 
flict against  Carthage,  which  seemed  as  if 
it  would  be  decided  infields  of  battle  on 
the  ocean,  or  beyond  the  seas,  will  hence- 
forth be  decided  on  the  plains  of  Spain  ! 
When  England  shall  be  exhausted — when 
she  shall  at  'ast  have  felt  the  evils  which 
for  twenty  years  she  has  with  so  much 
cruelty  poured  upon  the  Continent,  when 
half  her  families  shall  be  in  mourning, 
then  shall  a  peal  of  thunder  put  an  end 
to  the  affairs  of  the  Peninsula,  the  desti- 
nies of  her  armies,  and  avenge  Europe 
and  Asia  by  finishing  .fiis  second  Punic  war. 

"  Gentlemen  Deputies  of  Departments 
,;. .  to  the  Legislative  Bod}'. 

**  I  have  ordered  my  Minister  to  lay 
before  you  the  Accounts  of  1 809  and 
1810.  It  is  the  object  for  which  I  have 
called  you  together.  You  will  see  in  them 
the  prosperous  state  of  my  financej* — 
Though  I  have  placed  within  three  months 
iOO  millions  extraordinary  at  the  disposal 
of  my  Ministers  of  War,  to  defray  the 
expences  of  new  armaments  which  then 
appeared  necessary,  I  find  myself  in  the 
fortunate  situation  of  not  having  any  new 
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taxes  to  impose  upon  my  people—I  shall 
not  increase  any  tax— I  have  no  want  of 
any  augmentation  in  the  impost." 

The  sitting  being  terminated,  his  Ma- 
jesty rose  and  retired  amidst  acclamations. 


FllANCE- 


•  First  Sitting  of  the  French  N(fi 
tional  Council.  ^ 

The  first  Sitting  of  the  National  Councif 
was  this  day  celebrated  according  to  the 
ancient  forms  prescribed  by  the  usages 
and  canons  of  the  Church.  The  Catholic 
Religion  posse  ses  no  ceremony  more  af- 
fecting, or  more  august.  We  regret  that 
we  are  unable  to  give  more  than  a  faint 
idea  of  it  in  the  narrow  limits  to  which  our 
account  must  be  confined.  At  seven  in 
the  morning  the  doors  of  the  Metropolitan 
Church  of  Paris  were  thrown  open  to  the 
public — the  body  of  the  Church  and  the 
aisles  were  in  a  n^oment  filled  with  those 
who  assisted  at  the  ceremony,  among 
whom  we  noticed  a  number  of  French  and 
Foreign  Ministers,  and  a  great  many  other 
personsof  distinction.  At  nine,  the  Fathers 
of  the  Council  passed  out  from  the  Arclt- 
bishop's  Palace,  and  moved  on  in  proces- 
sion to  Notre-Dame.  The  processicii 
marched  in  the  following:  order:  First, 
ihR  Swiss  Guards,  and  the  Officers  of  the 
Church;  the  Cross;  the  Masters  of  the 
Ceremonies;  the  Incense-beafrers;  the 
Choristers ;  the  Ecclesiastics  of  the  second 
rank  ;  the  Officers  of  the  Council ;  the 
Metropolitan  Chapter,  which  was  to  re- 
ceive the  council  at  the  principal  entrance 
of  the  church  ;  the  Fathers  of  the  Councif, 
all  in  their  capes  and  mitres,  with  the  scarf, 
the  cross,  the  gremial,  and  the  mitre  of 
the  Bishop, who  was  to  celebrate  the  High 
Mass,  carried  by  Canons;  four  Deacons 
and  four  Sub-Deacons  in  their  surplices 
{en  chasuble)  ;  two  assistant  Bishops  ;  the 
Celebrant,  in  his  pontifical  garb.  His 
Eminence,  Cardinal  Fesch,  Archbishop  df 
Lyons,  Primate  of  theGallican  Church,  ii 
the  President  of  the  Council. — The  Fathers 
were  ranged  in  the  choir  on  the  seats 
which  had  been  provided  for  them,  having 
hassocks  before  them,  and  some  small 
benches  for  the  assistant  Priests.  The 
Metropolitan  Clergy  and  the  Rectors  of 
Paris  occupied  one  side  of  the  Sanctuary. 

After  the  Gospel-Lesson,  the  officiating 
Sub-  Deacon  carried  the  book  opened  to 
the  Celebrant,  and  to  the  Fathers,  for  them 
to  kiss.  This  ceremony  finished,  M.  de 
Boulogne,  Bishop  of  Troyes,  ascended 
the  pulpit.    His  discourse  produced  the 
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most  lively  impvession.  Many  passages, 
-above  ail,  his  perroration,  appeared  models 
of  the  most  sublime  eloquence.  The  Ora- 
tor had  chosen  for  his  theme,  the  injluence 
c^  the  Catholic  Religion  on  social  order.  He 
evinced  that  the  Catholic  Religion  is  the 
strongest  cement  of  Mates,  by  the  force  of 
its  tenets,  by  the  nature  of  its  worship, 
and  by  the  ministry  of  its  Pastors. — The 
Cardinal,  who  was  the  Celebrant,  now  pro- 
ceeded to  the  high  Mass.  At  the  second 
elevation,  all  the  Bishops  gave  each  other 
mutually  the  kiss  of  peace.  After  this, 
they  moved  two  by  two  to  the  Communion, 
and  received,  the  Sacrament  from  the  hand 
of  the  Celebrant. — After  Mass,  different 
pvayers  were  recited,  invoking  the  illumi- 
nation of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  these  were 
ended  by  the  Hymn,  Veni  Creator. — The 
Cardinal  Celebrant  prayed  successively 
for  the  Pope,  the  Emperor,  and  for  the 
Council. — {N.  B.  It  is  thus  pointed  in  the 
original. J —  The  Episcopal  Secretaries  of 
the  Council  then  approaching  the  Cele- 
brant saluted  him,  and  likewise  the  Fa- 
thers who  received  from  their  hands  the 
Decrees,  which  were  to  be  made  public 
in  this  Sitting.  One  of  them  (M.  the 
Bishop  of  Nantes)  mounted  the  pulpit,  and 
proclaimed  in  Latin  the  Decree  for  open- 
ing of  the  Council, — Mere  follows  the 
translation: — "  Most  Illustrious  and  very 
reverend  Seigneur— Most  reverend  Father, 
may  it  please  you,  for  the  honour  and  glory 
of  the  Holy  and  undivided  Trinity,  theFa- 
ther,  ihe  Son,  and  the  Holy  Gho^-it,  for  the 
increase  of  the  exaltation  of  the  faith  of  the 
Christian  Religion,  for  the  peace  and  union 
of  the  Church,  to  decree  and  declare  that 
the  National  Council  has  commenced." 
Then  the  Cardinal,  the  Celebrant,  and 
President  said,  '*  The  Decree  has  pleased 
the  Fathers  :  in  consequence,  we  declare 
that  the  National  Council  is  formed." 

The  Te  Dfwn  was  then  chanted,  after 
which  a  new  Decree  was  made  public,  on 
the  manner  of  conductin,'T  themselves  in 
the  Council— f/c  w?orfo  vivaidi  in  Concilia. 
The  muster-roll  of  the  Fathers  names  vvas 
then  called  over,  to  which  each  in  his  turn 
answered — Ad  sum.  (Mere  I  am.)  The  suf- 
frages having  been  collected  in  the  usual 
form,  the  President  proclaimed  a  Decree 
01-.  -he  Profession  of  Faith.  All  the  Mem- 
be  ^  made  the  Profession  individu^iUyj  and 
ii^as  ended  the  first  Sitting. 

J^-  ■■  


Spain. 


Intelligence  frovi  tlie  French  Ar- 


General  Suchet,  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  army  of  Arragon,  marched  the  latter 
end  of  April  upon  Tarragona.  On  the  3d 
of  May  the  ejjiemy  was  compelled  to  re- 
enter that  fortress.  On  the  4th  the  invest- 
ment was  complete  to  the  sea.  General 
Salme,  with  the  7th  and  16th  regiments 
of  the  line,  most  gallantly  obtained  pos- 
session of  two  entrenchments,  defended 
with  great  obstinacy  by  the  enemy  before 
Fort  Olivia.  The  Italian  division  carried, 
at  the  same  time,  the  entrenched  post  of 
Loretta,  and  an  eticlosed  redoubt  near  the 
road  from  Barcelona.  The  General  in  Chief 
cut  off  the  Aqueduct,  which  furnished  the 
town  with  water. — We  reconnoitred  the 
place  and  Fort  Olivia.  This  important 
work,  constructed  upon  a  rock  400  toises 
distant  from  the  place,  is  the  result  of 
painful  toils. — The  Spaniards  laboured 
three  years,  and  expended  more  than 
7,000,000  upon  it.  It  presents  00  embras- 
sures,  and  an  extent  of  800  toises. — On  the 
5th  the  enemy  attempted  four  successive 
sorties  ;  Salme's  brigade  drove  them  back. 
— On  the  6th,  1500  Miquelets  and  500 
light  troops  which  set  out  from  Mamisa, 
attacked  the  post  of  Monblanch,  upon  the 
road  of  Lerida  ;  the  Commandant  Annee, 
at  the  head  of  300  men,  of  the  l4th  regi- 
ment of  the  line,  received  them  with  such 
vigour,  that  they  speedily  regained  their 
mountains.  The  enemy  has  attempted 
fresh  sorties,  and  been  repulsed  into  their 
entrenchments,  with  very  great  loss. — On 
the  8th  General  Rogneat  marked  out  a 
grand  redoubt  upon  the  banks  of  the  sea  ; 
this  work  during  the  uight  was  tranquil^ 
at  day-light  an  English  74,  a  cut  down 
vessel,  several  corvettes,  and  an  immerisi- 
ty  of  armed  vessels,  came  down  to  disturb 
our  workmen,  by  more  than  1500  shot, 
which  did  no  damage  ;  the  workman  were 
covered  during  the  day.— On  the  10th, 
Campo  Verde  re-entered  the  port  of  Tar- 
ragona, escorted  by  aii  Et^glish  vessel, 
with  the  weak  wrecks  of  his  army  defeated 
under  Figueras. — In  the  night  between  the 
1 3th,  and  i  Uh,  the  General  m  Chief  caused 
two  of  the  enemy's  entrenchments,  situated 
150  toises  In  advance  of  Fort  Olivia  to  be 
carried  by  800  horsemen.  These  brave  fel 
lows  threw  themselves  into  the  entrench- 
ments without  firing  a  single  shot;  the 
enemy  had  more  than  50  men  killed. — At 
break  of  day  three  columns  from  Olivia 
attempted  to  retake  these  works  ;  they 
were  driven  back  upon  the  fort,  and  al- 
most entirely  destroyed. — The  English 
llcej;,  dudag  this  iiiae,  firei  iaorg..tbaa 


iGSI]  POUTICAL  REGIS 

3,000  shot  upon  our  works,,  llut  without  I 
success. — The  Garrison  of  Tarragona  made  | 
a  sortie  with  6000  men,  upon  two  batta- 
iions  of  the  116th  regirtient,  established 
90  toises'distance  from  Francoli ;  the  bat- 
tle was  very  lively  and  obstinate;  the 
chosen  companies  of  the  5lh  Light  Infant- 
ry having  arrived,  the  enemy  was  charged 
with  impetuosity,  and  put  in  complete 
foute ;  our  people  pursued  them  to  ihr 
very  glacis  of  the  fortress,  which,  as  well 
as  the  fleet,  opened 'aimost  dreadful  fire; 
th°  Spaniard*  left  upon  the  field  of  battle 
300  killed— they  had  upwards  of  000 
Wounded.— On  ourside  we  bad  100  Uiiled 
and  wounded,— On  the  20th  at  night  afresh 
sortie  from  Fort  Olivia,  endeavoured  to  de- 
stroy our  approa^ches,  yOO  Spaniards,  with 
four  pieces  of  artillery,  at  the  same  time 
attacked  the  redoubt  to  the  left  of  Loreto, 
defended  by  two  Italian  companies.  The 
enemy  was  every  where  overthrown  ;  we 
took  an  howitzer  from  him.-*-On  the  2 1st 
Sarsfield,  at  the  head  of  all  the  Miquelets 
.which  he  was  ableHo  unite  from  the  differ- 
ent points  of  Caialonia,  came  to  disturb 
©ur  communication  with  Oliyia  ;  General 
Baus5art,.with  a  battalion  and  250.  horse, 
niarched  against  him  and  drove  him 
from  all  his  positions,  killing  an.  hun- 
dred men. — (jii  the  '25d  the  post  of 
Moriblanch  was  again  attacked  by  the 
whole  of  tl^e  Miquelets  -ati.i  Somatenes 
united  ;  the  brave  Commandant  Annee.  re- 
ceived them  withhi=accustomed  braverj^ — 
On  the  twenty-fifth  General  Frere,  with 
five  battalions  and  "400  hor.se,  totally  dis- 
persed these  ban. Is.  During  this  time, 
our  attacking  works  were  briskly  ad- 
vanced, notwithstanding  the  fire  of  the 
enemy.  Two  new  batteries  from  the  sea 
coast  were  on  the  the  2'id  mounted,  and 
obliged  the  English  to  keep  beyond  the 
range  of  their  fire.  Tiie.  batteries,  aro 
connected  with  fhe  bridge  of  Francdij  by 
a  communrcatioii  of  04)0  touses.-— \Ye  h-ave 
begun  before  Fott01:via^/opar!. the  rock, 
a  parallel  30  toises  from  i  be  entrench" 
ments  taken  from  the  enemy*  It  is  re- 
quisite to  use  gabions,  and  bring  the  earth 
half  a  league. — On  the  25d  we  opened  a 
battery  ea  brccke,  at  60  toi.ses  distance 
from  the   fort.— On  the  24di,  25tll,   and 
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26th,  for  the  siege. on  the  right,  the  decli- 
vities of  the  Francoli  have  been  surround- 
ed, and  we  established  a  wi)oden  bridge 
upon  the  river. — On  the  27tti,  in  order  to 
attack  on  the  left,  the  battery  en  breche  be- 
fore Fort  Olivia  was  armed  wi'h  four  21- 
pounders,  and  received  the  name  of  tiie 
Battery  of  the  lying  of  Rome  ;  three  otlur 
batteries  were  at  the  sarae  time  mounted. 
The  hardness  of  the  gi,ound  presented  tlie 
♦greatest  obstacles  ;  200  soldiers  impatient 
lo  see  our  cannon  answer  that  of  the  jenemy, 
fastened  thejnselves  to  the  guns,  and- 
dragged  them  to  the  baiteries  under  the 
fire  of  the  enemy,  who  made  at  the  same 
instant,  a  sortie  to  oppose  the  arming  of 
these  batteries.— General  Sahne,  at  the 
head  of  the  7th  regiment  of  the  line, 
marched  rapidly  upoi;  thfe  Spaniards,  but 
■at  the  very  moment  in  which  ho  was  en- 
couraging his  troops,  exclaiming — brave 
1  th  forvoard,  iie  was  killed  by  a  bqll;  the 
enemy  paid  dear  for  this  misfortune  ;  our 
brave  troops  threw  themselves  upon  them, 
and  caused  a  dreadful  carnage  even  under 
the  walls  of  the  fortress. — On  the  28th, 
the  batteries  were  unmasked,  and  in  spite' 
of  the  brisk  fire  of  Olivia  and  that  of  the 
fortress,  our  superiority  was  quickly  de- 
cided— in  the  evening  the  fire  of  Olivia 
was  partly  silenced. 

Report  from  Count  Sachet,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Army  of  Arragon,  to  his 
Serene  Highness  Prince^  of  Nevfchalel, 
Biajor  General. 

Monseigneur — Your  Highness  will  have 
seen  in  my  last  report  that,  previous  t9 
the  conclusion  of  the  2SLh  day  of  May, 
the  battery  c«  breche,  called  after  the  Kiag 
of  Rome,  seconded  by  the  three  other 
b.^tteries^,  had  s'.'ccceded  in  silencing  ihe 
fire  of  Fort  Olivia  ;  the  cavalier,  the  pa- 
rapets, the  batterief.  of  the  angle,  which  is 
that  part  of  the  vv'ork  least  fimked  were 
destroyed;  notwithstanding  this  advan- 
.tage, .obtained  in  so,  short  a  time,  I  deter- 
mined not  immediately  to  o^der  an  assault, 
I  changed  ih'e  direction  of  many  guns  to 
silence  some  cannon  which  remained  to 
the  pnemy  in  that  part  of  tiie  work  to  our 
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